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AITTIDUMPING  LEGISIATION. 

In  view  of  the  general  and  widespread  interest  in  proposed  legisla- 
tion to  |>revent  what  is  popularly  known  as  "  dumping,  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  prepared  the  following 
general  statement  on  the  legislation  in  Canada,  South  Africa,  and 
Australia : 

In  Canada  the  antidumping  law  and  rej^ilations  are  made  a  part 
of  the  customs  tariff  and  their  administration  a  part  of  the  work  of 
the  customs  authorities.  The  customs  tariff  of  1907  contained  the 
following  provisions  on  this  subject  : 

Sec.  6.  In  the  case  of  articles  exported  to  Canada  of  a  class  or  klnil  ninde  or 
produced  Id  Canada,  if  tbe  export  or  actual  Belling  price  to  an  Importer  In 
Canada  he  letis  than  the  fair  market  valae  of  the  same  article  when  sold  for 
home  consnmptlon  In  the  asunl  and  ordinary  course  In  the  country  whence 
exported  to  Canada  at  tbe  time  of  Its  exportation  to  Canada,  there  shall.  In 
addition  to  the  duties  otherwise  established,  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  on 
such  article,  on  its  importation  into  Canada,  a  special  duty  (or  damping  duty) 
cQual  to  the  dlffer«ice  between  the  said  selling  price  of  the  article  for  export 
and  the  said  fair  market  value  thereof  for  home  consumption;  and  such  special 
duty  (or  dumping  duty)  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  on  such  article 
although  it  is  not  otherwise  dutiable. 

Provided,  That  the  said  special  duty  shall  not  exceed  15  per  cent  ad  valorem 
In  any  case. 

Provided  also.  That  the  following  goods  shall  be  exempt  from  such  special 
duty,  viz:  (a)  Goods  whereon  tbe  duties  otherwise  established  are  equal  to  50 
per  cent  ad  valorem;  (b)  goods  of  a  class  subject  to  excise  duty  In  Canada; 
(c)  sugar  refined  In  tbe  United  Kingdom;  (d)  binder  twine  or  twine  for  harvest 
binders  manufiictured  from  New  Zealand  hemp,  Istle,  or  tamplco  fiber,  sisal 
grass,  or  snnn,  or  a  mixture  of  any  two  or  more  of  them,  of  single  ply  and 
measuring  not  exceeding  600  feet  to  the  ponnd. 

Provided  further.  That  excise  duties  shall  be  disregarded  In  estimating  the 
market  value  of  goods  for  the  purposes  of  special  duty  when  the  goods  are 
entitled  to  entry  under  the  British  preferential  tariff. 

(2)  "Export  price"  or  "selling  price"  in  this  section  shall  be  hold  to  mean 
»nA  include  the  exporter's  price  for  the  goods,  exclusive  of  all  charges  thereon 
after  their  shipment  from  the  place  whence  exported  directly  to  Canada. 

(S)  If  nt  any  time  It  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Governor  In  Council, 
on  a  report  from  the  Minister  of  Customs,  that  the  payment  of  the  siieclal  duty 
by  tbla  section  provided  tor  la  being  eroded  by  the  shipment  of  goods  on  coo* 
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slgnment  without  sale  prior  to  such  shipment,  the  Governor  In  Cotincil  may  In 
nny  case  or  class  of  cases  authorize  such  action  aa  Is  deemed  necessary  to 
collect  on  such  goods  or  any  of  them  the  same  special  duty  as  If  the  goods  had 
been  sold  to  an  Importer  In  Canada  prior  to  th^tr  shljifinent  to  Oanada. 

(4)  If  the  full  amount  of  any  special  dnty  of  customs  Is  not  paid  on  goods 
imported,  the  customs  entry  thereof  shall  be  amended  and  the  deficiency  paid 
upon  the  demand  of  the  coUecCcH'  of  customs. 

(5)  The  Minister  of  Customs  may  make  such  regulations  as  are  deemed  nec- 
essary for  carrying  out  the  proTlslons  of  this  section  and  for  the  enforc^eat 
thereof. 

(6)  Such  regulations  may  provide  for  the  temporary  exemption  from  special 
duty  of  any  article  or  class  of  articles,  when  It  is  established  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Minister  of  Customs  that  such  articles  are  not  made  or  sold  in  Canada 
In  substantial  quantities  and  offered  for  sale  to  nil  purchasers  on  equal  terms 
under  like  conditions,  having  regard  to  the  custom  and  usage  of  trade. 

(7)  Such  regulations  may  alao  provide  for  the  exemption  from  spedal  duty 
of  any  article  when  the  dltf^csice  between  the  fftlr  market  value  and  the  selling 
price  thereof  to  the  Importer  as  aforesaid  amounts  only  to  a  small  percentage 
of  ite  feir  market  value. 

From  time  to  time  since  that  date  regulations  by  order  in  council 
and  by  the  Department  of  Customs  have  been  issued  on  the  subject 
of  special  duty,  or  "  dumping  duty,"  as  it  is  called.  For  some  years 
the  Canadian  regulations  provided  that  when  it  appeared  from  the 
invoice  that  the  purchase  price  was  more  than  7^  per  cent  (or  5 
per  cait  in  the  case  of  some  iron  and  steel  products)  lowor  thao 
the  fair  market  value,  the  dumping  clause  should  be  immediately 
applied.  For  certain  products  no  exemption  allowance  at  all  was 
granted.  New. regulations  were  put  in  force  on  September  1,  1914. 
The  dumping  duty  was  madb  applicable  in  ull  oas^  when  the  differ- 
ence between  the  fair  market  value  and  the  selling  price  of  the 
'goods  to  the  importer  in  Canada  should  exceed  5  ^er  cent  of  their 
fair  market  value.  The  entire  difference  is  taken  mto  account  for 
dumping  duty  purposes  when  exceeding  5  per  cent.  The  dumping 
duty  under  tiie  customs  tariff  applies,  without  exemption  cMowance. 
to  articles  of  a  dass  or  kind  made  in  Canada  "when  admitted  free  or 
ordinary  duty,  and  also  to  round  rolled  wire  rods  of  iron  or  steel. 

The  amount  of  any  advance  in  the  market  value  of  goods  twetween 
the  time  of  their  purchase  by  the  importer  and  the  date  of  their 
exportation  to  Canada  is  not  subject  to  dumping  duty,  provided  the 
goods  have  been  exported  in  the  usual  course  and  the  actual  date  of 
purchase  \&  establiEuied  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  of  customs 
by  contracts  or  other  sufficient  documents  produced  for  his  inspection 
and  attested  to.  In  computing  the  difference  for  customs-duty  pur- 
poses between  the  "  fair  market  value  "  in  the  country  of  export  and 
the  "  selling  price  to  the  importer  in  Canada,"  the  fair  market  value 
of  goods  is  estimated  on  the  usual  credit  basis,  except  when  the 
article  is  universally  sold  in  the  country  of  export  for  cash  only,  in 
which  case  the  fair  market  value  is  estimated  on  a  cash  basis.  A  bona 
fide  discount  for  cash  not  exceeding  2^  per  cent,  when  allowed  and 
deducted  by  the  exporter  on  his  invoice,  may  be  allowed  in  estimat- 
ing the  fair  market  value  of  goods  for  duty  purposes.  For  example, 
hats  sold  for  home  c  isumption  in  this  country  at  $100  on  credit,  sub- 
ject to  7  per  cent  cash  discount,  would  be  liable  to  dumping  duty  if 
sold  to  a  purchaser  in  Canada  on  usual  credit  at  $93,  but  would  not  bo 
liable  to  dumping  duty  if  sold  to  a  purchaser  in  Canada  for  $93  cash. 
Machinerv  sold  for  home  consumption  in  this  country  at  $100  on 
credit,  subject  to  2^  per  cent  cash  discount,  would  not  be  liable  to 
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dumping  duty  if  sold  to  a  purchaser  in  Canada  for  $93  cash,  as  the 
difference  does  not  exceed  5  per  cent  after  raising  the  cash  price  ($93). 
by  2^  per  cent  to  its  credit  equivalent. 

When  the  invoice  shows  that  the  purchase  price  is  the  same  as  the 
fair  market  value,  but  complaint  is  made  or  suspicion  is  aroused,  a 
special  agent  of  the  Canadian  Government  makes  investigation  to 
ascertain  the  home  market  value.  If  the  seller  of  the  merchandise  is 
in  the  United  States,  a  special  a^ent  often  goes  to  his  place  of  busi^ 
ness  and  asks  to  see  his  books,  price  lists,  etc.  The  Customs  Depart- 
ment of  Canada  has  accumulated  a  considerable  mass  of  information 
in  regard  to  the  prices  of  many  classes  of  commodities  and  is  often 
able  to  determine  the  fair  market  value  of  merchandise;  but  hearings 
are  usually  granted  by  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  to  dissatisfied 
parties,  and  a  special  agent  is  sometimes  sent  to  make  additional  in- 
vestigations if  there  appears  to  be  any  ground  for  believing  that  the 
Customs  Department  has  been  misinformed  as  to  the  home  market 
value  of  merchandise. 

The  Canadian  law  and  the  regulations  under  it  were  taken  as  a 
model  for  the  antidumping  clause  which  was  introduced  into  the 
Underwood  tariff  bill  for  consideration  in  1913.  This  section  was 
included  in  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  but 
was  cut  out  in  the  Senate  Committee  on  Finance. 

In  1914,  the  Government  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  included  an 
antidumping  clause  in  its  new  tarilf  act.  This  clause,  likewise,  was 
modeled  almost  exactly  after  the  Canadian  clause.  The  South  Afri- 
can act  provides  that  in  the  case  of  goods  imported  of  a  class  or  kind 
made  or  produced  in  the  union,  if  the  export  or  actiTal  selling  price 
is  less  than  the  true  current  value  of  the  same  goods  when  sold  for 
home  consumption  in  the  usual  and  ordinary  course  in  the  country 
from  which  they  are  exported,  there  may  be  collected,  in  addition 
to  the  duties  otherwise  prescribed,  a  dumping  duty  equal  to  the 
difference,  which  dimiping  duty  shall  not  in  any  case  exceed  15  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

The  Australian  Government  as  far  back  as  1906  enacted  legislation 
^[ainst  dumping.  The  Australian  provisions  are  included  in  what 
is  bnown  as  the  Australian  industries  preservation  act,  which  is  the 
Australian  law  against  monopoly  and  uiifair  competition  in  general. 
Under  that  act  unfair  competition  has  in  all  cases  reference  to  com- 
petition with  those  Australian  industries  the  preservation  of  which, 
m  the  opinion  of  the  comptroller  general  or  a  justice,  as  the  case 
may  be,  is  advantageous  to  the  Commonwealth,  having  due  regard 
to  the  interests  of  producere,  workers,  and  consumei's.  Competition 
is  deemed  to  be  unfair,  unless  the  contrary  is  proved,  if — 

(a)  Under  ordinary  circumstances  of  trade  It  would  probably  lead  to  tlie 
Australian  goods  being  no  longer  produced  or  being  witbdrawn  from  the  niurlieti 
or  being  soid  at  a  loss  unless  piXMluced  at  un  Inadequate  remuneratiou  for 
labor;  or 

(6)  The  means  adopteil  by  the  person  iaiportinK  or  soiling  the  Imported  goods 
are.  In  the  o[>inion  of  the  comptroller  general  or  a  Justice,  as  the  cnse  uiny  be, 
unitAv  in  the  circumstances;  or 

(c)  The  competition  would  probably,  or  does  In  fnrt.  result  in  an  inadequate 
remuneration  for  labor  in  the  AustniMan  Indiisti-y;  or 

(d)  TTie  competition  would  probably,  or  does  in  f:ict.  result  in  creatiug  .nny 
Mibstantial  disorganization  In  Australian  industry  or  throwing  worlcers  out  of 
einployuieut ;  or 
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(e)  Tbe  imported  goods  have  been  pnrchased  abroad  by  or  for  the  Importer 
from  tbe  manufacturer,  or  some  person  acting  for  or  In  combination  wltb  blm, 
or  accoiintlug  to  bim,  at  prices  greiitly  below  their  ordinary  cost  of  production 
wbere  produced  or  market  price  where  purchased;  or 

{/)  The  Imported  goods  are  Imported  by  or  for  thff  manufacturer,  or  some 
person  actiug  for  or  In  combination  with  blm  or  accotmtlng  to  bim,  and  are 
being  sold  in  Australia  at  a  price  wblch  Is  lese  than  gives  tbe  person  importing 
or  selling  them  a  fair  profit  upon  ttieir  fair  foreign  market  ralue,  or  their  fair 
selling  value  if  sold  in  the  country  of  production,  together  with  all  charges 
after  shipment  from  the  place  whence  the  goods  are  exported  directly  to  Aus- 
tralia (including  customs  duty). 

In  determining  whether  the  competition  is  unfair  the  Australian 

Government  takes  into  consideration  the  management,  processes, 
the  plant,  and  the  machinery  employed  or  adopted  in  the  Australian 
industry  affected  by  the  competition,  and  these  are  required  to  be 
reasonably  efficient,  effective,  and  up  to  date.  The  Comptroller  Gen- 
eral, whenever  he  has  received  a  complaint  in  writing  and  has  reason 
to  believe  that  my  person,  either  singly  or  in  combination  with  any 
other  pei'son,  within  or  beyond  the  Commonwealth,  is  importing  into 
Australia  goods  with  the  intent  to  destroy  or  injure  any  Australian 
industry  by  their  sale  or  disposal  within  the  Commonwealth  in  un- 
fair competition  with  any  Australian  goods,  may  certify  to  the 
Government  accordingly.  In  making  such  certification  the  Comp- 
troller General  is  required  to  set  forth  in  detail  the  grounds  of 
unfairness  in  the  competition. 

The  comptroller  general,  moreover,  is  required,  before  making  his 
(%rtificate,  to  give  the  importer  an  opportunity  to  show  cause  why 
the  cettifidhte  shdul'd  not  oe  made,  and  to  fuiTiisfi  hini  witti  a'fcbpy 
of  the  complaint.  Upon  receipt  of  the  certificate  the  Government 
may  refer  to  a  justice  the  investigation  and  determination  of  the 
quej^tion  whether  the  imported'  goods  are  being  imported  with  the 
intent  alleged,  and,  if  so,  whether  the  importation  of  the  goods 
should  be  prohibited,  either  absolutely  or  subject  to  any  specified 
conditions  or  restrictions  or  limitations.  "While  such  a  question  is 
the  subject  of  investigation,  the  goods  involved  are  not  allowed  to  be 
imported,  unless  the  importer  gives  a  sufficient  bond  or  other  se- 
curity. The  courts,  in  such  cases,  are  required  to  base  their  decisions 
on  the  substantial  merits,  without  regard  to  legal  forms  or  technicali- 
ties, or  whether  the  evidence  before  them  is  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  evidence  or  not.  The  determination  of  the  courts  is  final  and 
conclusive  and  without  appeal,  and  can  not  be  questioned  in  any  way. 
Notifications  of  the  findings  of  the  courts  are  reqiiired  to  be  published 
in  the  official  gazette,  and  if  the  courts  shall  have  found  that  the 
imported  goods  are  being  imported  with  the  intent  alleged,  and  that 
their  importation  should  be  prohibited  or  restricted,  tne  published 
notice  has  the  same  effect  as  a  proclamation  under  the  customs  act 
prohibiting  or  restricting  the  importation  of  the  merchandise. 

It  diould  be  pointed  out  that  while  the  Canadian  and  South  Afri- 
can antidumping  provisions  are  part  of  the  customs  laws,  the  special 
or  antidumpmg  duties  are  to  be  considered  not  as  ordinary  customs 
duties,  but  ratner  as  penalties  to  prevent  unfair  competition  with 
industries  within  the  two  dominions:  They  were  included  in  the 
customs  lawsyflud  regulations  under  them  areissued  as  customs  regu- 
lations probably  for  the  reason  that  the  customs'  administration  ap- 
pears to  be  the  most  effective  means  of  administering  the  antidump- 
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ing  laws.  MoreoT^:',  the  question  of  fair  market  vnlue  is  nln'nys  in- 
volved, and  that  is  a  question  with  which  the  customs  authorities, 
for  regular  duty  purposes,  are  always  having  to  deal.  In  Canada 
and  South  Africa  the  question  of  unfair  competition  is  just  as  much 
involved  as  it  is  in  Australia.  In  the  latter  Commonwealth,  however, 
dumping  is  treated  i>urely  as  a  phase  of  the  laws  of  unfair  competi- 
tion, and  the  administration  oi  the  antidumping  legislation  is  in- 
trusted primarily  to  the  courts  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  laws 
aiming  at  the  prevention  of  unfair  competition.  Hie  i*esults  :ire 
substantially  the  same  under  either  system  of  administration,  and 
it  is  merely  a  question  as  to  the  best  means  of  enforcing  the  Jaws. 


CAUFOBNIA-BRAZn.  TSAPFIC  THBOUaH  CAHAL. 

A  steamer  which  was  recently  sent  by  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.  from 
San  Francisco,  to  proceed  through  the  Panama  Canal  to  the  east 
coast  of  South  America,  is  the  first  to  be  employed  in  traffic  over 
that  route.  Flans  have  not  yet  been  made  for  any  service  extending 
beyond  this  initial  voyage.  A  miscellaneous  cargo  was  loaded  to  be 
taken  down  the  west  coast  as  far  as  Balboa ;  the  vessel  will j^o  through 
the  canal  in  ballast,  and  a  full  cargo  of  Brazilian  coffee  will  be 
brought  from  Santos  on  the  return  voyage. 

Much  interest  has  been  shown  in  California  in  this  voyage  as  a 
possible  means  of  inaugurating  regiilar  service  l>etween  tne  east 
coast  of  South  America  and  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States. 
Enthusiasm  re^rdjng  the  possibilities  of  .trade  relations,  has.  also 
been  shown,  it  is  reported  by  Commercial  Agent  E.  G.  Babbitt,  of 
the  United  3tates,  Bur^pau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  in 
connection  with  the  important  exhibit  that  Brazil  has  at  the  Panama- 
California  Exposition  at  San  Diego. 


COirSmAB  TRADE  COHPEBENCES. 

John  Edward  Jones,  Esq.,  formerly  American  consul  general  for 
Italy,  recently  promoted  to  Lyons,  France,  will  be  in  Washington 
until  about  November  15,  1915,  where  he  may  be  addressed  in  care 
of  the  Consular  Bureau,  Department  of  State,  by  American  business 
men,  firms,  and  organizations  who  desire  information  regarding  the 
promotion  of  American  trade  with  those  sections  of  tlie  world  in 
-which  Mr.  Jones  has  served. 


ONTASIO  HOTES  SOLD  IN  NEW  YOBK. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Drchcr,  Toronto,  Canadn,  Sept.  24.] 

The  treasurer  of  Ontario  has  just  borrowed  in  New  York  $3,000,000 
for  9  months  at  4J  per  cent  per  annum  to  pay  off  maturing  Ontario 
treasury  bills  at  4f  per  cent  in  London.  This  follows  a  loan  of 
$2,500,000  obtained  in  New  York  last  week  by  the  city  of  Toronto 
for  9  months  at  5  per  cent. 


.  Telephone  systems  in  'China  exist  at  Shanghai,  Hongkong,  Tientsin, 
Peking,  Dairen,  Mukden,  Hankow,  SoochoW,  Tsingtau,  Kinkiang, 
Sanjoabu,  Harbin,  Antung,  and  Hangchow. 
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OBESE  CnBBAHT  MABXET. 

[Cwsal  A.  R  Cook^  Fstru^  ^*'^t  WK^^^tt^l^!}*"^  ^  Cohicdcb  Bsposra 

Contrary  to  all  forecasts,  eren  those  made  as  late  as  August  1, 
which  predicted  a  rather  larger  harvest  of  currants  than  ivormal, 
the  actual  harvesting,  which  is  now  practically  finished,  seems  to 
prove  that  the  crop  of  1915  will  turn  out  hardly  130,000  tons  of  fruit 
altogetlier  as  compared  with  a  normal  of  about  155,000  tons. 

Quality  of  the  Fruit 

The  quality  of  the  fruit,  too,  which  promised  during  the  summer 
to  be  good,  proves  with  harvesting  to  be  only  medium.  It  appears 
that  the  disease  of  peronospora,  which  appeared  in  the  vineyards 
in  early  summer  in  apparently  mild  form,  actually  caused  poor  nu- 
trition of  the  fruit,  with  the  result  that  much  of  it  failed  to  mature, 
and  fell  off  at  ripening  season.  In  addition,  the  fruit  was  caught 
by  rains  in  several  of  the  provinces  while  it  was  upon  the  drying 
grounds,  and  large  quantities  of  it  became  rain>damaged,  eq>eciaUy 
in  the  F^g<»-Oatacolo  regions,  from  which  Provincial  and  Amalimi 
grades  of  currants  are  mostly  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

Condition  of  the  Local  Xazket. 

Many  of  the  local  currant  exporters  made  forward  sales  on  the 
foreign  markets,  some  as  early  as  last  May.  These  sales  were  prac- 
tically all  made  at  low  figures,  the  merchants  apparently  calculating 
that  with  a  large  harvest  predicted  and  with  foreigEi  markets  re- 
stricted by  European  hostilities  the  market  would  be  flat  and  prices 
nominal.  In  view  of  the  short  crop,  however,  the  growers  are  holding 
back  their  fruit  and  demanding  prices  unknown  on  this  market  for 
many  years.  Merchants  who  have  made  forward  sales  for  September 
delivery  must  find  fruit  to  fill  their  foreign  engagements  and  are 
compelled  to  buy  at  whatever  price  they  can.  Most  of  them  supposed 
that  they  had  covered  themselves  safely  by  contracts  drawn  with 
middlemen  for  delivery  of  fruit  at  an  agreed  price  in  September. 
Many  middlemen,  being  imable  to  secure  the  fruit  from  growers  ex- 
cept at  great  loss  to  themselves,  have  forfeited  their  contracts  and  left 
the  exports  to  fill  their  foreign  engagements  as  best  tlwy  may. 

Prieei  PTeralUng  on  Xarket 

To-da;^'s  prices,  as  given  by  two  responsible  export  firms,  are  as 
follows,  in  ^lillings  (24^  cents)  per  Kundredwdght  (112  pounds) : 

s.  d. 

Galf  26  3 

Gulf  fine  26  6 

Gulf  choice  _________  26  10 

Gulf  choicest  _—___»__  27  0 

Vostizza   .  .        27  3 

Vostizza  fine   ,  27  8 

Vostizza  cliolce_____„___  20  0 

Vostizza  cholcest__________  30  0 

Vostizza  shade  30  0 

These  prices  are  higher  by  5  to  8  shillings  than  the  prices  pre- 
vailing for  same  grades  on  October  1,  1914,  whim  the  local  mai^^t 
had  recovered  from  the  ^ock  of  war,  and  had  bectHue  f urly  firm  for 
1914-15  crop. 


Provincials             ,   21  4 

Amallaa  21  5 

Amalias  fine  22  5 

Amalias  choice— ______  23  3 

Anmllas  choicest  24  0 

Patras  24  10 

Patraa  fine  25  8 

Patras  choice  26  6 

Patras  choicest——  26  9 
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GROWTH  or  GOOFERATIOir  IN  SCOTLAin). 

[Conaal  Bofos  Fleming,  Edinbnisb,  Sept.  14.] 

The  report  of  the  Scottish  Cooperative  Wholesale  Society  for  the 
first  half  of  the  current  year  shows  that  the  volume  of  business  trans- 
acted was  greater  than  in  any  corresponding  period  in  the  past.  All 
records  were  broken.  To  some  extent  this  was  due  to  the  higher  mar- 
ket prices  of  goods,  but  in  nearly  every  department  the  quantities  of 
goods  sold  showed  large  increases.  The  net  sales  for  the  six  months 
nmount«d  to  $26,388,577,  this  being  an  increase  of  $4,377,001  over  the 
first  six  months  of  1914,  or  19.8  per  cent. 

In  the  productive  departments  the  value  of  the  output  was  $8,652,- 
705,  an  increase  of  $2,109,141,  or  32.2  per  cent,  over  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  preceding  year.  The  flour  mills  of  the  society  flourished 
as  never  before.  For  the  year  ended  June,  1915,  they  delivered  to  the 
retail  societies  1^88,480  barrels,  an  increase  of  169,596  barrels  over 
the  year  ended  June,  1914.  The  society  has  been  milling  wheat  at 
the  rate  of  fully  4,500,000  bushels  per  annum.  This  great  quantity, 
based  upon  the  average  production  of  wheat  in  Canada  (the  source 
of  supply),  would  require  250,000  acres  to  produce.  The  question 
of  securing  land  for  tne  production  of  their  own  wheat  supply  has 
been  receiving  the  attention  of  the  board  of  directors.  Since  the 
starting  of  their  wheat  depot  at  Winnipeg  in  1906  they  have  pur- 
chased 17,194,556  bushels,  for  which  $17,725,180,  exclusive  of  charges, 
has  been  paid. 

The  profits' of  the  Wholesale  Society  on  its  entire  trade  for  the 
past  half  year  amounted  to  $1,301,833,  from  which  the  directors  have 
recommended  a  dividend  of  10  pence  (20.3  cents)  per  pound  ($4.86) 
on  purchases. 

No  little  importance  is  attached  to  the  economic  significance  of 
this  growth  of  cooperation  in  a  time  of  stress.  It  seems  to  indicate 
an  increasing  tendency  of  the  public  to  get  as  close  as  possible  to 
the  sources  of  supply,  in  the  matter  of  food  products  at  least,  and 
affords  dear  evidence  of  the  breaking  down  of  the  opposition  to  co- 
operative trading.  Both  as  to  the  production  and  distribution  of 
gixtds  the  cooperative  movement  is  a  positive  force  in  Scotland,  and 
the  distributive  societies  and  agencies  are  likely  to  become  greater 
commercial  factors  year  after  year. 


Cennus  of  Manufactures  for  Focatello,  Idaho. 

The  census  of  manufactures  for  tlic  citv  of  Pocatello,  Idaho,  is  the 
subject  to  a  preliminary  statement  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  the  Census,  in  which  it  gives  a  genera!  summary  for  the  indus- 
tries of  that  city.  The  capital  invested  in  1914  amounted  to  $2,- 
213,000,  and  the  value  of  the  procUicts  totaled  $1,876,000.  Other 
figures  presented  are:  Number  of  establishments,  19;  persons  engaged 
in  manufactures,  876;  proprietors  and  firm  members,  18;  salaried 
Mf^loyees,  76;  wage  earners  (average  number^,  782;  primary  horse- 
■power,  3,828;  services,  $875,000;  salaries,  $93,000;  wages,  $782,000; 
materials,  $864,000;  value  added  by  manufacture  (value  of  products 
less  cost  of  materials),  $1,012,000. 
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BIPBESSIOV  IH  FAB  EASIEBN  COJX  KRABS. 

[CoDinl  Geoeni  0«orge  E.  Anderaon,  Hongkong,  Ang.  19.} 

One  of  the  results  in  the  Far  East  of  the  war  in  Europe  has  been 
extraordinary  ups  and  downs  in  the  coal  trade,  the  export  trade  in 
Japanese  coal  and  the  detnand  for  Japanese  coal  in  Hongkong  being 
considered  general  barometers  of  the  trade.  For  a  time  after  the 
declaration  of  war  there  was  extraordinary  demand  for  coal  of  all 
sorts  in  the  Far  East.  Large  stocks  were  accumulated  at  Hongkong 
and  various  other  important  shipping  and  industrial  centers,  and 
prices  of  the  fuel  ran  high. 

Later  expoi-ts  of  coal  from  Japan  were  restricted  by  certain  con- 
ditions imposed  by  the  Jnpanese  Government,  ManUa,  and  other 
Philippine  ports  especially  being  affected  (see  Daily  Consular  and 
Trade  Reports  for  Nov.  23,  1914).  For  a  time  the  situation  in  the 
Philippines  was  serious  inasmuch  ns  there  was  coDsiderable  doubt 
as  to  whether  or  not  Philippine  railways  and  power  plants  and  other 
public  services,  not  to  mention  great  tobacco  and  other  manufactur- 
ing establishments,  could  be  properly  served.  The  removal  of  these 
Japanese  restrictions  (see  Commeece  Reports  for  Jan.  6,  1915) 
served  as  the  turning  point  in  the  general  fuel  situation.  Since  that 
time  the  price  of  fuel  on  the  whole  has  declined  materially  and  t^e 
demand  for  coal  in  Hongkong,  Manila,  and  other  Asiatic  ports  has 
steadily  declined. 

Of  the  coal  coming  to  Hongkong  around  80  per  cent  usually  is 
brought  imder  annual  contract  between  the  producers  and  the  various 
steamship  companies,  dockyards,  refineries,  and  other  industries,  the 
contracts  usually  being  made  in  Japan  or  in  the  home  ports  of  the 
companies  concerned.  Of  the  rest  of  the  annual  imports  a  few  local 
industries  take  a  large  part.  Even  in  these  industries,  however,  con- 
sumption has  been  less  than  usual,  while  the  amount  of  coal  taken 
by  the  various  shipping  lines  is  far  below  normal.  The  result  is 
that  there  are  now  on  hand  in  Hongkong  stocks  of  about  100,000 
tons,  as  compared  with  a  normal  stock  of  n-om  45,000  to  50,000  tons. 
One-third  of  the  present  stock  is  of  Kaiping  or  other  Chinese  coal, 
most  of  which  is  intended  for  Canton. 

The  regular  shipment  of  Japanese  coal  to  Hongkong  by  the  largest 
Japanese  coal  interests  ceased  in  the  third  week  of  July,  and  further 
shipments  will  not  be  undertaken  imtil  the  situation  is  materially 
improved.  Imports  of  Japanese  coal  in  various  Far  Eastern  ports 
have  decreased  from  30  to  50  per  cent  in  the  past  few  months. 

Japanese  collieries  have  announced  a  20  per  cent  reduction  in  their 
output,  but  stocks  on  hand  continue  to  increase,  the  latest  newspaper 
figures  indicating  546,000  tons  on  hand  at  the  mines  and  738,000  tons 
on  hand  in  the  Moji  and  Wakamatsu  markets,  a  total  of  1,284,000 
tonsj  or  at  least  1,300,000  tons  when  stocks  in  other  Japanese  markets 
are  included.  Freight  rates  have  had  a  material  influence  upon  the 
situation,  rates  from  Australia  to  Hongkong  at  present  averaging 
about  $5  ^Id  per  ton.  Bates  from  Moji  to  Hongkong,  usually  taken 
us  the  basic  rates  for  all  local  freights  in  the  Far  East,  have  recently 
averaged  3  yen,  or  $1.50  gold,  per  ton — substantially  twice  the  usual 
rates.  Such  rates,  of  course,  mean  comparatively  high  rates  for  coal 
in  Hongkong  in  spite  of  depression  in  the  trade  and  OTerproducUoa 
in  Japan. 
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COfiBEOXED  FIQinUSS  FOB  AEaBHTIirE  OIL  OUTFITT. 

[CoBBol  Goieral  W.  Henry  Bobertaoa,  Bomim  Aires,  Aug.  IS.] 

The  Ai^QDtine  Minister  of  Apiculture  states  that  the  figures  for 
the  output  of  the  Comodoro  Rivadavia  oil  fields,  published  in  La 
Nacion  of  Buenos  Aires  [which  were  reduced  to  American  equiva- 
lents and  published  in  Commehce  Reports  for  May  27,  1915],  were 
actually  liters  and  not  cubic  meters,  as  stated  in  the  newspaper  article 
(1  cubic  meter=l,000  Uters).  The  correct  figures  are  as  follows,  in 
barrels  of  42  gallons: 


Wdli. 

»10 

1911 

1012 

1913 

1014 

Jan.  1- 
Uar.  36. 
1S15. 

11,784 
623 
6,434 

BwreU. 
714 

Bantit. 
■  423 

BvrrtU. 

6,801 

Bmreit. 
2,380 

Btntlt. 

20,786 

Btntlt. 

8,353 

ig,340 

1,016 
10, 781 

105,001 
8,04.1 
7,f  77 
5,286 
1,844 

111,565 
15,512 
65,900 

20,940 
3,640 
»,32S 

28,004 
13,203 

17,738 
38,542 
17, 524 

7,833 

3,687 
417 
4, 191 
13, 787 
4,078 

05 

18,831 

13, 1» 

47,007 

130^618 

378,600 

as. 341 

In  1907  and  1908  the  onlv  well  working  was  No.  2,  and  the  yield 
in  the  two  years  was  101  "barrels  and  11,472  barrels,  respectively. 
The  grand  total  of  the  output  of  all  the  wells  from  the  commence- 
ment of  extraction  in  1907  to  March  26  of  the  current  year  is  602,746 
barrels. 


COHDITIONS  IK  GANADIAH  NORTHWEST. 

[Consnl  FcUx  8.  8.  JoboeoD,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Sept  13.] 

As  a  result  of  this  yearns  harvesting  operations,  general  business 
throughout  western  Canada  is  expected  to  show  a  pronounced  im- 
provement because  of  th,e  money  ^at  the  farmers  will  receive  from 
the  sale  of  their  grain.  This  winter  obligations  are  likely  to  be  gen- 
erally reduced,  this  applying  not  only  to  debts  in'  connection  with 
the  purchase  of  implements,  but  to  all  outstanding  liabilities.  The 
farmers  in  western  Canada  are  economizing  to-day  as  never  before, 
and  will  probablj^  continue  to  do  so  for  some  time  to  come.  At  the 
same  time  there  is  a  point  beyond  which  economy  can  not  pass,  and 
necessary  purchases  will  have  to  be  made.  Stocls  of  goods  through- 
out tiie  west  have  been  seriously  depleted,  and  these  will  have  to  be 
at  least  partly  replaced  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  coming  winter.  In 
consequence  a  gradual  improvement  may  be  expected  in  orders  from 
dealers  and  sales  to  the  iJeople. 

So  far  as  the  sale  of  implements  is  concerned,  binders  are  practi- 
cally the  only  article  in  demand.  While  the  sale  this  year  has  been 
cftrefully  restricted  by  importers,  the- need  of  these  machines  to  cope 
with  the  big  crop  was  so  imperative  that  fully  twice  as  many  were 
floJd  afi  last  year.  Even  under  these  circuQist&noes  tJhe  number  dis- 
jpoaed  of  was  not  as  great  as  in  1910, 1911,  or  1912^  tliough  the  need 
fcr  them  is  greater.  Probably  the  niunber  sold  was  about  three- 
fourths  of  that  in  the  years  mentioned. 
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VHTTAGE  PBOSFECTS  IN  EASTEBK  F&AKCE. 

[Consular  Agent  N.  Cliapuls,  DlJon,  France,  Aug.  21.] 

In  the  consular  district  of  Lyon,  the  Departments  of  Cote  d'Or, 
Saonc  et  Loire,  Jura,  Doubs,  and  Haute-Saone  are  important  wine- 
producing  centere,  and  the  situation  in  regard  to  the  1915  crop  may 
be  summed  up  as  follows : 

Considerable  damage  has  l)een  done  to  the  vines  in  the  Departm^t 
of  Cote  d'Or  by  mildew  and  various  plant  diseases,  which  nas  been 
aggravated  still  further  by  the  lack  of  labor  and  chemicals  with 
which  the  damage  might  have  been  repaired  in  time.  Excessive  rain 
and  premature  cold  have  also  impaired  the  prospects  of  a  full  crop. 
Nevertheless,  the  percentage  of  a  normal  crop  may  be  taken  at  80 
per  cent  for  ordinary  table  wine  and  at  40  per  cent  for  better  classes. 
The  harvesting  will  be  in  full  progress  on  or  about  September  15, 
and  the  quality  will  be  good.  However,  prices  are  already  from  30 
to  40  per  cent  above  those  of  last  year  ana  are  still  increasing. 

In  the  Department  of  Sadne  et  Loire  the  average  for  the  entire 
Department  will  be  about  55  per  cent  of  the  normal  crop,  while  in 
the  Department  of  Jura,  where  plant  disease  was  attacked  in  proper 
time  and  where  there  was  no  shortage  of  labor,  the  crop  will  be  about 
equal  to  that  of  normal  years. 

Hea^  rainfall  and  premature  cold  are  the  main  reasons  for  the  crop 
in  the  Department  of  Doubs  being  only  20  per  cent  of  that  in  ordi- 
nary times,  while  mildew  accounts  for  a  loss  of  50  per  cent  for  the 
crop  in  the  Department  of  Haute-Saone. 

To  sum  up  the  prospects  for  the  five  departments  for  1915,  it  may 
be  said  that  they  will  amount  to  about  50  per  cent  of  that  in  normal 
times,  and  the  prices  will  be  40  per  cent  higher. 


BEOTCED  EXFOBTS  OF  COAL  FBOH  NAGASAKI  AND  HOH. 

IConsut  E.  Carleton  Baker,  Nagasaki,  Japan,  Aug.  16.] 

There  has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  the  exportation  of  coal 
this  year  from  the  ports  of  Nagasaki  and  Moji.  During  the  six 
months  ended  June  30,  1914,  the  combined  exports  of  coal  from 
these  two  places  amounted  to  604,695  tons,  while  those  for  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1915  amoimted  to  only  277,215  tons.  Not 
only  were  the  exports  less,  but  the  coal  supplied  to  foreign  vessels 
has  decreased  in  almost  the  same  ratio. 

Collieries  have,  therefore,  limited  their  output  to  meet  the  new 
conditions.  In  spice  of  this,  however,  the  markets  are  greatly 
overstocked.  The  collieries  have  a  large  stock  of  coal  which  they 
are  unable  to  dispose  of,  and  consideraole  stocks  have  accumulated 
not  only  at  Nagasaki,  Moji,  and  Wakamatsu,  but  also  at  Hongkong, 
where  the  surplus  is  greater  than  ever  before.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  amount  of  coal  abeady  stocked  at  these  places  exceeds  one  and 
a  quarter  million  tons. 

The  intense  competition  lately  offered  in  South  China  by  dealers 
in  Chinese  coal  has  probably  affected  the  situation  to  a  certain 
degree,  and  it  is  likely. that  this  factor  will  become  increasingly  im- 
portant from  ydar  to"  year  as  the  Chinese  develop  their  own  coal 
fields. 
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SOUTH  ASIA  FBEIOHT  BATES. 

[CoDflDl  Qeoen]  George  B.  Aodenon,  Hongkong,  Aug.  14.] 

While  there  has  been  a'temporair  easing  up  in  the  demand  for  ton- 
nage from  Hongkong  to  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States,  the 
'demand  for  tonnage  on  most  other  routes  continues  with  little  or  no 
abatenient  and  on  some  routes  it  is  stronger  than  ever.  The  demand 
for  freight  space  from  Hongkong  to  the  Philippines  and  to  Australia 
is  very  strong  and  the  shortage  of  accommodations  has  seriously  in- 
terfered with  some  lines  of  trade.  On  the  run  from  Japan  to  Aus- 
tralia by  way  of  Hongkong  the  demand  for  tonnage  is  greater  than 
anything  of  the  sort  ever  experienced  in  the  trade.  This  traffic  is 
largely  in  the  control  of  Japanese  companies,  though  an  English  com- 
pany maintains  a  regular  service  with  the  same  vessels  it  ran  previ- 
ous to  the  war.  The  Japanese  concerns  have  increased  the  number  of 
vessels  regularly  in  the  service  materially,  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha, 
which  formerly  had  the  Tango  Maru,  the  Hitachi  Maru,  and  the 
Nikico  Maru  in  the  service,  now  also  maintaining  the  Totomi  Maru 
and  the  Tientsin  Maru  on  the  same  run  and  preparing  to  take  other 
vessels  from  other  services.  Japanese  cargo  for  Australia  includes 
considerable  grain,  phosphates,  and  cement,  as  well  as  silk  and  other 
piece  goods,  matches,  furniture,  and  other  goods  of  ordinary  Japanese 
export. 

Freights  along  the  China  coast  have  risen  in  an  unprecedented 
manner  and  are  at  a  point  which  materially  in4uen(^  trade  in 
American  flour.  ,  A  number  of  vessels  which  formerly  served'  the 
Hongkong  trade  north  and. to  Formosa  are  now  in  the  Honekong- 
Saigon-Smgapore  tra4e.  Eates  on  rice  from  Bangkok  to  Hong- 
kong, which  were  25  cents  local  currency  per  picul  (133^  poxmds)  in 
the  fall  of  1913,  and  22  cents  in  June,  1914,  are  now  from  45  to  51 
cents  local  currency  per  picul,  according  to  the  course  of  the  market 
recently.  Rates  from  Saigon  to  Hongkong,  which  in  June  were  19 
cents  per  picul  as  a  normal  rate,  and  fell  to  14  cents  per  picul  in  June, 
1914,  are  now  from  36  to  40  cents  per  picul.  A  ship  of  around  l^^OO 
tons  net  now  charters  for  around  $15  local  currency  per  ton  per 
month,  as  compared  with  about  $7  local  curren<^  per  ton  a  year  ago. 
There  is  a  strong  demand  for  shipping  for  service  along  the  south 
Asiatic  coast,  and  a  number  of  vessels  have  been  purchased  from 
other  services  for  use  along  the  coast,  including  several  out-of-date 
maU  boats.  Ship  building  concerns  in  Hon^ong  have  in  hand 
quite  a  number  of  vessels  for  local  services  hereabouts,  including  a 
fiteamship  intended  for  the  cold-storage  trade  between  Sin^pore 
and  Bangkok. 


CUBAN  GovEEHinarr  isstos  handbook. 

"Cuba:  What  she  has  to  offer  to  the  Investor  or  the  Home- 
seeker,"  is  the  title  of  a  73-page,  finely  illustrated  booklet  recently 
issued  by  the  Cuban  Government.  It  contains  valuable  informa- 
tion Concerning  the  island's  resources,  industries,  railways,  cities,  etc. 
'0>pie8  may  foe  had  on  application  to  the  "Minister  of  Cuba,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C." 
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KASEET  FOB  AHEBICAK  TOTS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

[Consul  H.  D.  Tan  Bant,  Dantermllne,  Sept.  2.] 

The  attention  of  American  toy  manufacturers  is  directed  to  the 
depleted  stock  of  toys  in  Scotland,  with  the  idea  of  introducing  a 
new  supply  of  American  toys  for  the  holiday  trade  if  practicable.  > 

The  heretofore  large  stock  of  European  toys  seemed  to  command 
the  Scottish  market,  some  shops  dealing  exclusively  in  them,  though 
the  English,  American,  and  Japanese  were  securing  a  share  of  the 
trade.  A  leading  toy  dealer  explained  that  owing  to  the  war  many 
British  toy  dealers  and  makers  are  giving  attention  to  more  im- 
portant matters,  and  "now  tliat  the  stock  is  almost  exhausted  and 
much  space  for  new  and  varied  toys  could  be  found,  there  should  be 
a  much  increased  demand  for  Amencan  toys  under  these  reverse  con- 
ditions, provided  they  could  be  sent  in  time  for  the  ChriEtmas  trade, 
not  forgetting  the  right  assortment  at  prices  to  meet  the  times." 
This  dealer  has  already  sent  in  an  order  for  American  toy  express 
wagons  at  our  suggestion  along  with  other  orders,  and  hopes  to  get 
this  first  order  on  hand  for  Christmas.  Animals  and  dolls  especially 
were  cwispicuous  by  their  absence  from  the  various  shops  visited. 
Like  conditions  in  different  parts  of  the  district  leads  the  writer  to 
suggest  that  Scotland  might  Ibe  canvassed  to  advantage  in  the  inter- 
est of  American  tws. 

Toys  from  the  United  States  are  said  to  be  higher  in  price  than 
others,  yet  the  novelty,  durability,  and  finish  of  the  American  toy  is 
usually  a  drawing  card.  All  things  being  equal,  especially  imder 
present  conditions,  the  toys  from  the  United  States  should  easily  take 
first  place  until  at  least  the  home  trade  is  ready  to  supply  a  larger 
share  of  the  demand.  Once  established,  the  trade  is  likely  to  remain 
to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  as  the  Scotch  do  not  easily  diange  after  a 
permanent  trade  is  established. 


HAAVABD  SZPESmON  BEACHES  GANABIES. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stllcs,  TenerlfTe,  Aug.  16.] 

The  Kitty  A  West  African  Islands  Expedition  which  left  New- 
port, R.  I.,  on  June  29  in  the  22-ton  schooner  yacht  Kitty  A,  reached 
the  port  of  Toneriffe  on  the  morning  of  August  15  with  all  on  board 
well.  The  yacht  is  owned  and  commanded  by  Henry  R.  Amory,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  University.  He  has  put  his  vessel  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  expedition,  which  is  aimed  to  collect  rare  species  of 
birds  and  to  investigate  the  races  of  value  to  ethnological  science. 

Prof.  Charles  W.  Furlong,  the  writer-explorer  on  ethnology,  will 
make  special  efforts  to  gather  information  relating  not  only  to  the 
Guanches,  the  primitive  people  of  the  Canaries,  but  also  in  relation 
to  the  present  inhabitants  and  to  complete  his  ethnic  studies  among 
the  North  Africans  along  the  same  lines  as  his  previous  work  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Tierra  del  Fuego  and  other  little-known  sections 
of  South  America. 

Dr.  William  G.  Erving,  the  naturalist  of  the  expedition,  made 
daring  trips  through . North  Africa,  including  a'canoe  journey  on 
the  Nile  from  Khartum  to  Alexandria.  He  was  also  a  member  6i 
the  Bigham  expedition  in  Peru. 
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HAKES  DrVESHCUTEOir  07  XAHIL&  SRVELOFES. 

The  cause  of  deterioration  in  samples  of  maniU  envelopes  sub- 
mitted for  examination  by  the  Panama  Canal  has  been  fomid  by  the 
Bureau  of  Standards,  with  the  result  that  the  manufacturer  whose 
pTodu<^  was  under  investigation  will  be  assisted  by  the  bureau  in 
obtaining  a  substitute  for  the  material  that  was  objectionable. 

The  samples  received  from  the  Panama  Canal  were  faulty  in  the 
fact  that  the  adhesive  had  absolutely  disappeared,  and  had  left  the 
paper  brittle  and  lifeless  where  it  had  been  applied.  The  Bureau  of 
Standards  foimd  that  sulphuric  acid  had  been  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  adhesive.  The  contractor  who  had  furnished  the  en- 
velopes to  the  Government  was  informed  of  this  fact,  and  admitted 
that  sulphuric  acid  had  been  used  as  a  preservative,  and  with  the 
intention  of  making  the  adhesive   take  hold  "  on  the  paper. 

^e  bureau  suggested  that  a  preservative  could  doubtless  be  found 
that  would  not  be  injurious  either  to  the  adhesive  or  to  the  paper, 
and  the  manufacturer  has  submitted  samples  of  adhesive  and  paper 
for  test.  These  are  now  being  examined. 


LASOTTAGE  TEST  OF  SEAKEITS  ACT  BXFLAIHED. 

The  requirement  in  the  seamen's  act  establishing  a  language  test 
to  be  applied  to  75  per  cent  of  the  crew  of  any  vessel  of  100  tons 
gross  and  upward,  except  those  navigating  rivers  exclusively  and 
theismaUer  inland  lakes,  is  the  subject  of  a  circular  issued  through 
the  Bureau  of  Navigation  by  Secretary  of  Commerce  William  C. 
Bedfield,  who  states  the  inteipretation  placed  upon  the  language  of 
the  act  by  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

The  requirement  that  the  stated  proportion  of  the  crew  shall  be 
able  to  understand  any  order  given  by  the  officers  of  the  vessel  is 
construed  to  mean  the  necessary  orders  that  may  be  given  to  mem- 
bers of  the  crew  in  each  department  in  the  course  of  the  performance 
of  their  duties^  No  particular  language  is  understood  to  be  required. 

The  department  holds  that  among  Uie  duties  to  which  this  applies 
shall  be  included  lifeboat  work  or  emergency  work  for  such  members 
of  the  crew  as  may  be  called  upon  to  perform  these  dasses  of  work. 

AMEBIGAN  PROBVCTS  DT  POBTU&AL. 

iCotunil  Genenl  W.  U  Lowrlt.  UAm,  Sept  l.I 

Imports  into  Portugal  from  the  United  States  in  July  held  second 
place  in  value,  aggregating  $737,000,  as  compared  with  $1,807,632 
from  England.  Other  sources  were  as  follows:  Argentina,  $11,040; 
Brazil,  $31,076;  France,  $92,189;  Holland,  $230,486;  Italy,  $13,000; 
Norway,  $269,432 ;  Sweden,  $24,864. 

It  is  certain  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  goods  credited  to  Eng- 
land originated  in  the  United  States.    One  of  the  leading  commercial 

tapers  of  Fortu^I  comments  on  the  excellent  showing  of  the  United 
tates. 

I  During  the  month  2^0  cargo  ships  ente^-ed  the  harbor  of  Lisbon, 
including  1  American  steamer  with  oil  and  2  American  schooners 
laden  with  American  coal.  Since  January  1,  11  ships  flying  the 
American  flag  have  entered  and  cleared  LisBon. 
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FOBEiaN  TRADE  OFFORTUKITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  tbe7  may  be  obttlood  from  the  Bareaw  or  Its  braaeli 

ofltcea.] 

Iron  pipes,  etc.,  No.  1S490.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  submits  a 
list  of  articles  used  by  one  of  ilie  deiMirtmeuts  in  tbat  country,  which  may 
be  of  interest  to  mnnuftctnrors  In  the  United  States.  Farther  information 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Buronu  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
66048.) 

Ice  machine.  No.  18500. — A  letter  tc  the  Burenn  states  that  a  man  in  Porto  Rico 
wishes  to  purchase  a  .<iecond>hanii  Ice  niacblne  capable  of  making  6,000 
pounds  of  Ice  per  day  of  12  hours. 

Stoves,  No.  18501. — A  report  from  an  Amerleao  consular  officer  In  France  states 
that  a  Srm  desires  to  receive  quotations  from  American  manufacturers  of 
petrol  hentloK  stoves  of  all  classes,  ordinary  and  blue  flame,  and  kitchen 
petrol  and  gas  stores,  oiHIiiary  and  blue  flame.  Quotations  must  be  c.  1.  f. 
port  of  delivery;  ca.sh  asiiiust  documents. 

Copper  tubes,  drilling  machines,  etc..  No.  1S.T02, — A  commercial  attache  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  reports  that  an  American  consular  agent  in  Spain 
has  requested  the  names  of  flmis  In  Che  United  States  able  to  supply  copper 
tutt^  planing,  drilling,  and  punching  maehiuea,  bending  rolls,  woodworldng 
madilues,  electric  motors,  and  automatic  tools. 

Setcing  threatJ,  No.  1S503. — An  American  cmisular  officer  in  the  Far  East  reports 
that  a  firm  in  bis  district  states  there  is  a  large  market  for  sewing  thread 
in  black  and  white;  Nos.  8,  0,  and  10  on  wooden  spools,  containing  200 
yards,  and  Nos.  30.  40,  and  BO  on  wooden  spools,  containing  500  yards;  one 
dozen  spools  to  be  packed  in  a  card  box  and  25  fross  per  case.  The  spools 
must  be  marked  at  one  end  with  firm's  trade-mark,  for  which  the  necessary 
sketch  would  be  supplied.  Bank  references  given. 

Vcgetabie  dyes.  No.  18504. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  reports 
that  a  firm  wishes  to  purchase  large  quantities  of  v^etable  dy»  and  color- 
ing matter  extracted  from  woods.  It  is  also  Interested  in  Industrial  chem- 
ical products  used  in  spibning,  weaving,  and  tanning. ' 

Pen(Ms,  No.  ISTK).'*. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  a  firm  Is 
in  the  market  for  indelible  pencils.  Correspondence  ^ould  be  in  Spanish 
and  the  prices  clearly  stated  In  order  to  facilitate  the  purchase.  Cash  will 
be  paid  against  documents  In  Spain. 

"Wheat  flour,  iron  and  steel,  etc.,  No.  18500. — The  Bureau  Is  advised  that  a 
man  in  Brazil  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  wheat  flour, 
iron  and  steel  bars,  brass  wire  for  fencing,  zinc  roofing,  and  codfish,  etc. 
References  given. 

Kachinery,  No.  18507. — A  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
reports  that  a  firm  In  Rus.sia  desires  to  be  placed  iu  toucli  with  manufac- 
turers of  inacliinery  neces.sary  for  the  equipment  of  a  pencil-manufacturing 
plant.  The  production  required  will  be  2,000  gross  pencils  per  day  and 
200  gross  penholders. 

General  representation.  No.  18.T08. — ^The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
a  man  In  France  statlni;  that  he  nouUl  like  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers or  exiMJrters.  Correspondence  sliould  be  in  French.  He  does  not 
specify  any  particular  line. 

Jute  thread,  No.  ]9.10I>. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  Import  jute  thread  for  the  manufacture  of 
bags  for  cereal.  It  Is  stated  that  50  tons  will  be  required  per  year  in 
monthly  shipments.  The  quantities  are  desired  in  equitl  parts  of  Nos.  7 
and  8.  Prices  and  samples  are  requested.  References  given. 

Trade  foumala.  No.  ISTilO. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  roan 
In  Canada  requesting  names  of  the  principal  trade  papers  devoted  to  the 
fancy-goods  trade,  toys,  and  earthenware.  The  man  wishes  to  secure  an 
agcnc}-  for  these  lines. 
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Buttons,  No.  18511.— A  report  firora  a  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  states  that  a  firm  in  Russia  desires  to  correspond  with  Ameri- 
can manafactnrere  of  snap  buttons,  snch  as  axe  lued  on  women's  garments 
and  gloves. 

General  representation,  No.  18512, — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
man  In  the  Netherlands  stating  that  he  wishes  to  represent  American  ex- 
porters. No  particular  line  Is  mentioned. 

Wire,  No.  18513. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports  that  e 
firm  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  weaving  wire  similar  to  the  sample 
which  mny  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Befer  to  File 
Na  65385.) 

Thread,  No.  18514. — A  machine  company  in  New  Zealand  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  Is  In  the  market  for  thread  to  be  used  iu  the  manu- 
facture of  boots  and  shoes.  Oatal<%ues,  price  lists,  samples,  etc.,  should  be 
aent  at  once. 

ITour,  No.  18515. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Netherlands  reports  that 
a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  act  as  commission  agent  for  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  flour,  the  agency  to  become  effectiTe  at 
the  conclusion  of  tbe  war.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  References 
are  given. 

Celluloid,  No.  18516. — A  business  man  In  Italy  has  requested  an  American  con- 
sular officer  to  put  him  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  celluloid  in  sheets — white,  colored,  and  transparent.  Be  desires 
to  act  as  an  agent.  .  References  are  given.  Correspondence  should  be  in 
Italian  or  French. 

Haberdashery,  No.  38517. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Greece  writes  that 
a  business  man  In  bis  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  general  lines,  of  liaberda^bery.  Correspondence 
Is  preferred  in  French,  but  English  may  be  used.  Catalogues,  samples,  etc., 

are  desired.  '  " 

TooU,  No.  1S518. — A  school  official  In  Siberia  has  written  an  American  consular 
officer  requesting  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  Information  relative  to 
tools  for  locksmiths,  tinsmiths,  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  coopers,  and  book- 
binders. The  tools  are  to  be  used  for  educational  purposes.  In  forwarding 
catalognes,  etc..  the  conditiona  of  sale  and  probable  date  of  delivery  should 
be  Indicated.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Russian  language. 

Cabinet  lutrdicare.  No.  18519. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  trans- 
mits the  names  and  addresses  of  a  number  of  firms  and  busing  men  In 
his  district,  stating  that  th^  desire  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  hinges,  catches,  and  other  fittings  for  the  cabl- 

net-cnse  trade. 

Pumps,  No.  185201 — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Burma  reports  a  p(^iblo 
opportunity  for  the  sale  of  pumps.  He  trausndts  the  names  and  addresses 
of  three  firms  which  desire  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  information  rela- 
tive to  pumps. 

Pharmaceutical  products.  No.  18521. — ^A  business  man  in  Italy  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  producers 
and  exporters  of  alcalolds  derived  from  opium,  and  other  phannacentical 
products.  Payment  will  be  made  against  shipping  documents  in  foreign 
ports.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Italian  or  French.  Prices  should  be 
stated  In  Ure  of  franca  References  are  given. 

Corks,  Itottles,  air-compressors,  eto..  No.  18522. — ^An  American  consular  officer 
in  South  Africa  transmits  the  name  of  a  business  man  in  his  district  who 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  goods  to  be 
used  in  the  mineral  and  aerated  water  trade,  such  as  steel  boxes  used  In 
shipping,  corkSi  Iwttles,  a Ir-com pressors,  gas-cylinders,  and  stills,  etc.  Cata- 
logues and  Illustrated  literature  should  be  sent  at  ouce.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English.  ' 

Cotton  goods.  No.  18523. — ^A  firm  in  India  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exportexa 
of  cotton  goods. 
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COOFEBATm;  CLUBS  FOR  PTJECHASE  OP  AUERICAK  PRODUCTS. 

[Cooyul  William  J.  Grace,  Aden,  Arabia,  June  25.1 

At  various  times  this  consulate  has  received  complBints  from 
merchants  arising  from  the  alleged  inattention  given  to  their  orders 
by  American  manufacturers.  It  is  true  thftt  the  orders  have  usually 
been  small.  However,  the  American  manufacturer  apparently  fails 
to  realize  that  these  small  orders  create  a  demand  for  American 
products  and  thereby  lead  to  larger  ones  and  often  to  an  enormous 
trade  in  a  particular  article. 

The  American  cotton-piece-goods  trade  in  the  Near  East  started 
in  a  small  way,  by  bartering  cotton  piece  goods  with  the  natives  for 
the  products  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  Red  Sea  and  Indian 
Ocean,  and  one  of  the  largest  markets  in  the  world  for  American 
cotton  piece  goods  was  thereby  created. 

In  order  to  obviate  some  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  small 
and  miscellaneous  orders,  this  consulate  suggests  the  organization 
by  American  manufacturers,  with  the  assistance  of  American  con- 
suls, of  cooperative-purchasing  clubs  throughout  the  East,  South 
America,  and  Europe  (if  the  plan  be  feasible  in  Europe). 

Organization  Would  Stimulate  Interest  and  Create  Kutual  Advantages. 

.A  special  discount  could  be  given  these  clubs  on  purchases  made 
through  the  organization.  A  coupon  issued  by  the  secretary  of  the 
club,  showing  the  merchant  to  be  a  member,  would  bring  this  dis- 
count. Catalogues  and  advertising  matter  could  be  sent  to  these 
clubs  and  in  this  case  the  merchants  would  undoubtedly  consult 
tliem,  although  they  might  not  take  the  trouble  to  read  siniilar  cata- 
logues at  an  American  consulate.  Other  attractive  features  could  be 
added  as  the  plans  for  the  clubs  develop.  Such  a  club,  belonging  to 
the  merchants,  would  interest  them  more  than  any  outside  agency. 

As  to  purchases  made  through  clubs,  the  questions  of  credit  and 
payment  could  easily  be  worked  out  in  a  way  satisfactory  to  the 
buyer  and  the  seller,  once  the  plan  proposed  be  decided  upon.  The 
clul^  would  also  furnish  a  forum  where  representatives  of  American 
manufacturers  could  set  forth  the  merits  and  b^efits  of  American 
products. 

If  this  proposition  interests  American  manufacturers,  the  writer 
will  be  pleased  to  assist  in  every  way  in  working  out  a  practicable 
plan  for  the  organization  of  such  clubs. 

STONE  IKCOHE  HEABLT  EIGHTT  HXUIOir  DOLLARS. 

The  value  of  the  stone  produced  in  the  United  States  during  1914 
totaled  $77,412,292.  The  Geological  Survey  statistics  give  $20,- 
028,919  as  the  value  of  granite;  "trap  rock."  $7,865,998;  marble, 
$8,121,412;  common  limestone,  $33,894,155;  sandstone,  $7,501,808. 

Exports  of  stone  fluctuate,  but  have  risen  considerably,  the  value 
being  $209,587  in  1900  and  $1,363,242  in  1914,  of  which  $982,102  went 
to  Canada,  the  largest  market.  The  next  largest  purchasers  are  Cuba, 
Bussia,  Australia,  Great  Britain,  Panama,  Germany,  and  Mexico. 

Imports  of  stone  show  little  variation  from  $1,500,000  annually. 
The  leading  item  is  marble  from  Italy— $1,127,139  worth  in  1914, 
or  a  reduction  of  17  per  cent  from  1913,  due  to  the  war  and  labor 
troubles  in  the  Carrara  quarries. 
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THE  COFFEE  TKABE  AT  AHSTEBBAK. 

[CoDSOl  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Sept.  2.] 

According  to  information  from  importers  of  coffee  in  Amsterdam, 
the  stock  in  this  city  on  August  31  was  315,314  bags.  The  stock  at 
the  corresponding  date  of  1914  was  490,186;  of  1913, 184,180;  of  1912, 
217,690.  These  figures  represent  approximately  three-fourths  of  the 
entire  stock  of  coffee  in  the  Netherlands,  excluding,  of  course,  sup- 
plies with  retailers  and  consumers. 

About  40  per  cent  of  the  present  stock  is  Brazilian  coffee,  15  per 
cent  Java,  and  the  rest  from  various  parts  of  the  world.  The  price 
of  good  Java  is  20  American  cents  and  of  superior  Brazil  18  cents, 
an  mcrease  of  3^  cents  for  Java  and  of  4  cents  for  Brazil  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 

The  arrivals  of  coffee  at  Amsterdam  in  August  this  year  amounted 
to  154,941  bags,  compared  with  20,263,  30,599,  and  34,173  bags  in 
August  of  1914,  1913,  and  1912,  respectively.  During  the  first  eight 
months  of  this  year  the  total  arrivals  at  Amsterdam  amounted  to 
2,210,059  bags,  against  618,965,  314,313,  and  375,08.")  in  the  corre- 

rndinff  periods  of  1914,  1913,  and  1912,  respectively.  The  figures 
the  d^vmes  are  mudi  the  sune  as  those  for  the  arrivals. 


Ceum  of  Uanafactnres  in  Fargo,  N.  Dak. 

The  1915  census  of  manufacture  for  the  city  of  Fargo,  N.  Dak., 
on  which  a  preliminary  statement  has  been  issued  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  shows  thnt  the  capital  invested  incretisod 
43  per  cent,  from  $2,077,000  to  $2,070,000,  in  the  period  from  1909 
to  1914.  The  number  of  establishments  incrensed  from  61  to  7C,  and 
the  average  capital  per  establishment  from  $34,000  to  $39,000.  In- 
creases in  other  items  were:  Primary  horsepower,  C1.5  per  cent; 
wages,  37.5;  wage  earners,  35.1;  materials,  23.5;  value  of  products, 
B1.4;  vahte  added  by  manufacture,  18.6;  ani  salaries,  10.4  per  cent. 
w—u  17 
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TESTS  XABE  FOE  TABUTIOHS  DT  dOTH  TAPES. 

Tests  to  determine  just  what  degree  of  accuracy  may  be  expected 
in  the  use  of  cloth  tapes  as  compared  with  steel  topes  were  re<Mntly 
made  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards.  The  conclusion  is  reached  that 
unless  the  cloth  tape  is  frequently  compared  with  a  steel  tape  while 
in  use  it  should  not  be  relied  upon  to  possess  an  accuracy  better  than 
1  part  in  500  or  1,000. 

The  investigation  was  conducted  in  connection  with  a  test  of  90 
cloth  tapes  for  the  Department  of  Commerce  with  the  object  of 
leamingsome  of  the  variations  likely  to  be  encoimtered  with  such 
tapes.  They  were  found  to  be  accurately  graduated  for  a  100-foot 
interval  when  under  a  ^pound  tension  withm  0.5  indi.  An  increase 
of  1  pound  in  tension  lengthened  the  tape  0.3  inch,  as  a  rule^  in  100- 
foot  intervals.  A  100-foot  tape  under  5-pound  tension  for  five  min- 
utes increased  the  length  of  the  tape  at  that  tension  by  about  0.3 
inch. 

Upon  stretching  a  tape  under  an  8-pound  tension  for  10  minutes 
and  then  reducing  the  tension  to  2  pounds  (the  tension  of  the  first 
measurements),  a  100- foot  interval  was  found  to  have  increased  0.9 
inch  over  its  original  length  at  2  poimds.  While  part  of  this  increase 
was  temporanr,  with  each  stretching  of  the  tape  at  a  tension  higher 
than  the  usual  2  or  5  pounds  the  tape  becomes  gradually  longer. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  leams  from  these  experiments  that  even 
with  extreme  care  in  the  use  of  such  tapes,  as  it  is  difficult  without 
the  use  of  a  spring  balance  to  judge  of  the  tension  being  appli^  to  a 
tape,  it  is  inadvisable  to  expect  an  accuracy  greater  than  one  part  in 
2,500,  while  for  ordinary  use  the  variation  is  as  given  above. 


OOTERmiENT  AIDS  IN  TESTS  OF  INGOTS. 

Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  have 
been  assisting  in  the  securing  of  data  regarding  100  tons  of  Hadfield 
ingots  acquired  by  an  Eastern  railroad,  which  were  rolled  at  a 
near-by  steelworks,  and  also  a  companion  lot  of  Maryland  ingots. 
The  bureau,  in  cooperation  with  these  concerns,  is  making  a  study 
of  the  properties  of  the  rails  rolled,  and  an  examination  of  repre- 
sentative ingots  and  of  blooms.  Valuable  information  as  to  the  rela- 
tive properties  of  the  two  types  of  ingot  is  expected. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  has  also  continued  its  test  ingot  research, 
to  determine  to  what  extent  the  presence  of  blowholes  should  cause 
rejection  of  samples. 

The  bureau,  in  its  monthly  report,  states  that  the  use  of  the  plant 
of  a  Maryland  steel  company  for  experimental  purposes  is  of  great 
value  to  the  bureau,  as  it  permits  the  taking  of  ol^rvations  under 
actual  manufacturing  conditions  and  on  a  scale  that  would  other- 
wise be  impossible.  Among  the  experiments  conducted  at  the  plant 
were  those  to  determine  whether  it  is  possible  to  control  the  operation 
of  the  Bessemer,  op@a-hearth,  and  other  furnaces  by  aid  of  the 
pyrometer. 


Chinese  chambers  of  commerce  exist  in  Kew  York,  San  Francisoo9 
and  Manila. 
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FBICnON-TOF  CANS  FOK  AKEBICAH  GAUDIES. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Julean  H.  ArDold,  Peking,  China.,  Aug.  13.] 

A  report  from  our  consul  general  at  Yokohama,  Japan,  directs  the 
attention  of  manufacturers  of  candies,  who  are  desirous  of  securing 
markets  abroad  for  their  products,  to  the  necessity  of  having  these 
candies  packed  in  tin  boxes  after  the  individual  pieces  have  been 
wrapped  in  tin  foil.  This  office  wishes  to  add  that  the  friction-top 
can  IS  used  extensively  for  this  purpose,  and  lends  itself  well  to  the 
handling  necessitated  when  being  used  by  those  who  purchase  the 
candies  for  their  own  consumption,  for  the  friction  top  allows  a  can 
to  be  opened  and  closed  in  a  manner  so  as  to  preserve  the  contents 
from  the  disastrous  results  of  the  warm  summer  in  the  Orient.  It 
has  been  suggested  by  this  office  in  previous  communications  that 
the  American  producers  of  dried  fruits  use  the  friction-topped  tin 
container  for  nigh-class  goods,  especially  such  fruits  as  California 
dried  prunes,  which  find  an  increasingly  large  sale  in  the  Oriental 
markets.  Cans  may  also  be  used  advantageously  for  packing  Amer- 
ican crackers  and  biscuits,  as  these  are  very  susceptible  to  the  humid- 
ity of  the  climate  in  the  Far  East.  It  would  seem  that  American 
candies,  especially  on  account  of  their  superior  quality,  would  find 
a  market  throughout  the  east  if  they  were  shipped  in  small  tin 
boxes  or  cans  with  a  layer  of  paper  shavings  at  the  top  and  bottom. 
As  pointed  out  bv  our  consul  general  at  Yokohama,  i^all-sized 
containers  should  be  used  in  order  to  prevent  the  candy  from  being 
crushed  in  transportation  by  the  weight  of  the  layers  placed  one 
above  the  other. 


CANADIAN  BOND  SALES  SINCE  THE  WAR. 

[Consul  Gonoi-al  John  O.  Foster,  Ottawa,  Sept.  22.] 

According  to  a  publislied  statement,  the  Dominion  Securities  Cor- 
poration, Toronto,  has  compiled  and  forwarded  to  Ottawa  a  report 

of  Canadian  securities  sold  between  August  1,  1914,  and  August  15, 
1915.  The  total  given  is  $232,198,282.  Since  the  date  covered  in  this 
statement  the  city  of  Ottawa  has  sold  about  $3,000,000  additional, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  city  of  Montreal  is  preparing  to  do 
somewhat  extensive  borrowing  in  the  United  States. 


Catu^ian  itcuntie$  folrf. 


Nature  of  securities. 

Sold  In 
I'nited 
State. 

Sold  IQ 
Great 
Brltnln. 

Sold  In 
Canttda. 

173, 32S,00') 

124,333,333 

17, 450,000 
30,010,«05 

31,  SDK, 079 
2S.  llXl.OrtO 
13,920,000 

£0,610.332 
15,000 

I2&,000 
7U),IKM 
fl30,300 

i,  433,333 

Total  

140,  S:)!,  079 

46,301,09s 

3!>,975,2U 

CONSTTIAR  TRADE  CONFERENCES. 

Mr.  Albert  G.  Ebeil,  American  vice  consul  at  Montevideo,  Uru- 
guay, is  in  the  United  States  on  leave  of  absence  and  may  be  ad- 
dressed in  care  of  the  Consular  Bureau,  Department  of  State,  by 
those  who  desire  to  consult  him  in  regard  to  tlie  extension  of  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  Uruguay. 
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CCoBSDl  Wimam  J.  Terby,  Dakar,  BcDegal.  Aug.  9.] 

The  value,  extent,  and  importance  of  the  palm  and  palm-kernel 
oil  industry  of  West  Africa  is  but  faintly  reuized  by  persons  other 
than  those  directly  interested  in  the  trade.  The  amount  of  oil 
annually  exported  from  British  West  Africa  alone  is  now  probably 
about  110,000  tons,  and  of  kernels,  220,000  tons. 

The  palm  tree  from  which  the  palm  fruit  is  obtained  is  indigenous, 
and  grows  in  enormous  quantities  on  the  West  Coast,  the  area  ex- 
tending from  300  to  400  miles  back  into  the  interior.  It  is  most 
prolific  from  the  Kongo  to  French  Guinea,  the  territory  included 
embracingthe  Belgian  and  French  K(mgo,  the  Cameroons,  Southern 
Kigeria,  Dahomey,  Togoland,  the  Gold  Coast,  the  Ivory  Coast, 
Liberia,  Sierra  Leone,  and  a  part  of  French  and  Portuguese  Guinea. 
The  trees  are  about  30  feet  or  more  in  height.  They  begin  to  bear  in 
the  third  or  fourth  year,  being  then  only  12  to  15  feet  high.-  Each 
tree  bears,  after  it  is  6  or  8  years  old,  as  many  as  seven  or  eight 
c»nes  of  fruit,  and  in  the  fully  matured  trees  the  yield  is  often  larger. 

TlucUttK  the  Conei— Chaiaeter  <tf  the  Tmlt— -Frloes. 

As  the  cones  are  usnall^  very  high  on  the  tree,  it  is  necessary  to 
exercise  some  care  in  plucking  them.  In  this  the  natives  have  become 
expert,  climbing  with  ease  the  tall,  straight  trunlcs  of  the  trees  and 
cutting  down  the  cones  with  sharp  knives  or  cutlasses.  When  the 
fruit  is  detached  from  the  cones  it  consists  of  a  soft,  fibrous  outer  cov- 
ering or  pericarp,  which  contains  the  thick,  orange-red  palm  oil,  and 
the  inner  hard  part  or  palm  nut,  which,  when  the  hard  covering  or 
shell  is  cracked  and  removed,  yields  the  palm  kernel,  a  hard,  white, 
nutty  body  still  covered  with  a  thin  brown  or  blackish  coat.  The  ker- 
nel contains  about  50  per  cent  of  palm-kernel  oil,  which  differs  from 
the  palm  oil  in  quality  and  uses,  and  is  more  valuable. 

The  average  price  m  Li^'erpool  for  kernels  during  the  months  pre- 
ceding the  war  was  about  $100  per  ton;  the  average  during  the  six 
months  after  the  war  was  about  ^6  per  ton ;  while  the  price  on  March 
2,  1915,  was  $95  per  ton,  and  on  June  1, 1915,  $75  per  ton.  The  aver-  * 
age  price  paid  for  palm  oil  in  Liverpool  just  before  the  war  was  $145 
to  $150.  Lagos  palm  oil  was  $176  to  $180  per  ton  on  March  12, 1915, 
and  on  June  1,  1915,  $140  per  ton.  Lagos  palm  kernels  were  $93  to 
$96  per  ton  on  March  12, 1915,  and  on  June  1, 1&15,  $75  per  ton. 

The  pericarp  usually  holds  about  60  per  cent  of  its  weight  in  oil,  and 
as  this  pericarp  is  approximately  40  per  cent  of  the  whole  fruit,  the 
amount  of  palm  oil  in  the  fruit  is  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of 
24  per  cent. 

Extraction  by  Haehlnery — Opportunity  for  Invention. 

There  is  practically  no  cultivation  of  the  trees  beyond  allowing 
them  to  grow  and  gathering  the  cones  of  nuts  so  that  others  may 
take  their  places.  All  the  work  connected  with  hulling  the  nuts  and 
extracting  the  oil  from  pericarp  and  kernels  is  cruddy  done.  The 
fruit  is  usually  first  boiled  and  then  placed  in  a  mortar  and  pounded 
until  practically  all  the  fiber  is  off  the  nut,  when  the  oil,  together 
with  the  fiber,  is  again  boiled  and  the  oil  collected  upon  the  top  of 
the  water.   Some  pound  the  fruit  in  the  mortar,  then  boil  it,  and 
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collect  the  oil  on  the  top  of  the  water.  This  latter  is  called  by  the 
natives  soap  palm  oil,  being  shipped  to  Europe  principally  for  manu- 
facturing soap. 

After  practically  all  the  fiber  has  been  removed  by  being  pounded 
in  the  mortar,  the  nuts  are  spread  out  in  the  sun  to  dry,  that  they 
may  be  more  easily  cracked  for  the  kernels.  The  natives  sit  about 
on  the  ground  with  a  stone  between  their  legs,  breaking  away  the 
outer  shell  with  another  stone  or  iron  hammer — ^200  natives  doing  the 
work  in  one  day  that  one  machine  might  do.  Some  palm-kernel  oil 
is  also  made  by  the  natives  roasting  the  kernels  and  .then  boiling 
them.  It  would  appear  that  some  one  of  inventive  mind  might  con- 
trive  a  machine  to  mill  or  remove  the  pericarp  of  the  nuts,  and  then 
after  they  are  dried  crack  the  shells  and  remove  them  from  the 
kernels. 

The  attention  of  engineers  (chiefly,  perhaps,  in  Germany)  has 
l)een  turned  for  some  years  to  the  subject  of  extracting  palm  oil  and 
palm-kernel  oil  by  machinery  in  West  Africa,  with  the  result  that 
there  are  now  on  the  market  several  machines  which,  it  is  claimed, 
are  capable  of  dealing  with  very  large  quantities  of  the  fruit.  It  is 
considered  probable  that  the  next  few  years  will  see  a  large  number 
of  them  set  to  work  and  manr  factories  established  in  West  Africa, 
not  only  for  extracting  the  palm  oil  but  for  shelling  the  nuts  and  ob- 
taining the  kernel  oil,  this  latter  having  up  to  the  present  been  done 
almost  exclusively  in  Europe.  Many  concessions  have  already  been 
granted  by  the  governments  of  the  British  colonies  giving  exclusive 
rights  in  certain  prescribed  territories  for  the  manufacture  of  palm 
oil  and  palm-^mel  oil  by  machinery;  but  it  appears  that  these  nave 
met  with  little  prad.ical  success^  except  perhaps  in  tiie  manufacture 
of  palm  oil. 

The  machine  in  demand  is  one  that  will  first  remove  tiie  fibrooa 

Eericarp  from  the  fruit,  then  crack  and  remove  the  shell  covering  the 
emel.  After  this  the  extraction  of  the  oil  from  the  fiber  and  that 
from  the  kernel  by  means  of  compresses  would  be  an  easy  matter. 
For  many  years  hand  nut-cracking  machines  have  been  in  use  in 
Nigeria  and  elsewhere,  but  these  have  not  proved  a  success  and  have 
been  for  operation  on  a  small  scale.  It  is  with  much  larger,  power- 
driven  machint^,  capable  of  outputs  of  100  tons  or  more  of  oil  per 
week,  that  future  developments  may  be  expected.  Yet  small  ma- 
chines capable  of  removing  the  pericarps  and  successfully  cracking 
and  removing  the  shells  of  the  kernels  would  be  in  great  demand. 

The  ftnestioii  «f  Transport— Fnttire  of  the  Indastry, 

The  onlybars  to  the  widespread  development  of  the  palm-oil  in- 
dustry in  West  Africa  at  present  are  the  difficulty  just  mentioned 
and  the  problem  of  transport  from  some  of  the  best  palm  districts. 
The  transport  problem  will  not  be  overcome  until  much  of  the  coun- 
try is  opened  up.  Steady  progress  toward  this  goal  was,  however, 
being  made  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  war.  But  there  are  very  large 
palm-bearing  areas  not  far  from  the  coast  and  on  the  verge  of  wide 
navigable  nvers  where  the  tramporting  of  the  oil  for  shipment 
involves  no  great  difficulty  or  expense,  and  it  is  in  these  districts 
that  the  first  steps  will  be  taken  on  a  large  scale. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  palm  on  will  bring  normally  about 
$150  and  kernels  $100  per  ton  in  Europe,  and  that  on  a  moderately 
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large  scale  the  oil  could  be  delivered  in  Liverpool  far  under  $100 
per  ton  and  the  kernels  far  less  than  $75  per  ton,  including  abso- 
nitely  all  charges,  with  guaranteed  cost  of  production,  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  understand  that  future  developments  may  be  r^id  and  may 
have  an  important  bearing  on  the  general  prospects  of  West  African 
trade. 

The  palm  and  palm-kemel  oil  industry  of  West  Africa  bids  fair 
to  rival  the  cottonseed-oil  industry  of  America.  It  is  only  waiting 
for  improved  methods  in  cultivation  and  preparation  for  the  market. 
The  greater  part  of  the  oil  and  nuts  has  been  shipped  to  England 
and  Germany,  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  soaps,  candles,  lubri- 
cating oils,  oleomargarines,  etc.  Much  of  the  oil,  however,  is  used  in 
cooking  and  for  salads. 


Talue  of  Export*. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  West  African  exports  of 
kernels  and  oil  tor  the  last  three  years: 


CcAcmim. 

1913 

1013 

1014 

Palm 
kenuls. 

Palm  oft. 

Palm 
kamela. 

PalmoD. 

Palm 
brnels. 

PalmolL 

British  West  Africa: 

131,710 
•  3,859,604 
999,101 
13,609,405 

843,931 
4,481,304 
774, 168 
15,129,365 

838,028 

2,721,017 
431,473 
12,362,600 

Gold  Coast  

8327,540 
$49,186 
8,061,249 

8275,703 
319,397 
9,021,578 

183,185 
,7,640,282 

Qmoao  West  Africa: 

18,499,830 

8,927,984 

30,438,648 

9,616,678 

16,653,808 

8,010,800 

s,an,4« 

1,903,579  1  S.917,817 

1,352,439 

(«) 

« 

851,718 
1,048,664 

401,793 
336,138 

?! 

1,900,382 

787,921 

c  Statbtles  not  svaBsble. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  British  West  Africa  exported  $153,170 
worth  of  palm-kei  nel  cake  in  1913  and  $45,945  in  1914,  and  $629,740 
of  pahn-kemel  oil  in  1913  and  $306,858  in  1914. 


BISFLAT  OF  BTTSSIAN  FEASAlffTS'  HANDWORK. 

[Commercial  Agent  B.  C.  Porter,  New  York,  Sept.  14.] 

The  Russian  Department  of  Agriculture  has  sent  Mr.  Theo.  Krysh- 
tofovich  as  a  special  -commissioner  to  the  United  States,  with  the  in- 
tention of  making  known  to  American  merchants  the  products  of 
Russian  peasants°handwork.  The  commissioner  has  brought  with 
him  a  large  display  of  laces,  embroideries,  linen  cloth,  tablecloths, 
doilies,  fanc^  boxes,  metal  work,  etc.  Everything  is  made  by  hand 
and  is  artistically  done.  These  ^oods  illustrate  the  kind  of  handwork 
which  Russian  peasants  are  domg  and  for  which  there  might  be  a 
market  in  America. 

[Russian  peasant  Inda^es,  tbe  prodacts  of  which  are  known  as  "  knstamy  " 
goods,  were  described  In  detail  in  Dally  Oonsolar  and  Trade  Reports  for  Feb.  4, 
19XS;  see  also  the  Issoe  for  Sept  3»  1932.] 
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CAVASIAN  lUBEET  FOB  SHOE  BL&CKINa. 

[Consul  O.  Oajlord  Marsh,  detailed  as  vice  consul  at  Ottawa,  Aug.  10.] 

Shoe  blacking,  under  the  Canadian  customs  classification,  is  in- 
cluded with  shoemakers'  ink  and  shoe,  harness,  and  leather  dressing. 
The  imports  from  the  United  States,  imder  this  classification, 
exceed  those  from  all  other  countries  combined,  but  the  following 
sti-tement  for  the  last  three  fiscal  years  shows  a  steady  decline  in 
imports  from  the  United  States,  with  a  corresponding  increase  from 
Great  Britain,  imports  from  other  countries  being  negligible: 


Ii^wted  bom— 

1913 

1914 

1B15 

10,507 
lie,  725 
17 

130,043 
101,830 
208 

CSS,  087 
02,013 
233 

126,249 

133,047 

128,223 

There  are  no  available  statistics  as  to  the  Canadian  production  of 
these  articles. 

It  is  not  practicable,  on  account  of  the  classification,  to  determine 
the  actual  or  comparative  amount  of  shoe  blacking  imported  firom 
the  United  States.  Window  displays  in  Ottawa  and  inquiry  at  a 
number  of  slioe  stores  show  a  few  American  brands  in  stock,  but 
English  and  Canadian  blackings  predominate.  Some  of  the  vei^ 
popular  American  brands  appear  to  be  entirely  absent  from  this 
market.  One  well-known  American  polish  is  found  in  nearly  all 
stores,  but  is  the  output  of  a  Canadian  branch  factory.  Retail  prices 
are  about  the  same  as  in  the  United  States. 

The  regular  import  duty  on  shoe  blacking  is  27^  per  cent  plus  7i 
per  cent  war  duty,  a  total  of  35  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Great  Britain 
is  allowed  a  preferential  duty  of  15  per  cent  plus  5  per  cent  war 
duty,  a  total  of  20  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

While  this  market  appears  well  supplied,  and  while  the  duty,  might 
appear  high  to  some  manufacturers,  it  would  seem  that  American 
brands  of  shoe  blacking,  particularly  those  with  patent  openers  that 
make  them  attractive  to  the  large  number  of  persons  who  shine  their 
own  shoes,  should  find  a  read^  sale  in  this  part  of  Canada,  even 
though  offered  at  a  higher  price  than  is  asked  for  less  convenient 
brands. 


SKALL  DEPORT  STOCKS  DT  NEW  ZEALAKD. 

[Consul  General  Alf;-ed  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Aug.  18.] 

Importers*  warehouses  in  New  Zealand  contain  smaller  stocks  at 
this  time  than  for  many  years,  with  a  good  demand  from  the  general 
public.  The  imports  for  the  first  five  months  of  1915  were,  in  value, 
$38,713,280  against  $46,831,419  for  the  like  period  in  1914;  and  there 
is  nothing  promising  as  yet  from  the  European  supplies,  which  leaves 
a  great  opening  for  American  goods  untjl  some  time  after  the  war 
closes  at  least. 

This  decline  of  imports  is  not  for  lack  of  a  demand,  but  because  of 
the  inability  to  secure  the  stock  from  the  old  sources,  and  a  delay  in 
forming  new  connections,  with  the  hope  that  the  supply  might  come 
later  from  the  old  source.  This  should  be  taken  advantage  of  by 
American  exporters  by  going  after  this  business  in  earnest 
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7B08FECXB  IV  THE  7AK  EAST. 

[Coninl  Getwnl  George  E.  Andenwo,  Bongkoiw,  Aug.  12.] 

At  the  present  time  sugar  prospects  in  the  Far  East  are  much 
brighter  than  usual.  The  Phifippmes  promise  a  lar^  crop,  that  of 
Negros  and  Panay  probably  reaching  4,000,000  piculs,  or  about 
266,666  short  tons,  and  exceeding  all  previous  records.  The  Board 
having  charge  of  the  erection  of  su^ar  centrals  in  the  Islands  under 
the  new  plan  of  assisting  such  projects  by  loans  from  Government 
funds  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  14,  June  2  and  28,  July  20, 
and  September  18,  1915)  has  decided  to  promote  the  erection  of  at 
least  one  new  mill  to  care  for  the  1916-17  crop. 

Prices  of  sugar  all  over  tlie  Far  East  have  held  up  well,  the  demand 
in  America  supplementing  Uie  reviving  demand  in  China  and  India. 
The  Hongkong  refineries  nave  been  crippled  in  their  operation  both 
by  the  restricted  market  in  China  and  other  consuming  centers  and 
by  the  difficulty  of  securing  raw  sugar  from  Java  and  other  produc- 
ing countries.  This  has  led  to  an  increase  in  the  import  of  sugar' 
from  the  Philippines  and  from  Chinese  ports.  The  imports  into  the 
Colony  for  the  fir^  half  of  the  current  year  are  placed  by  commer- 
cial interests  at  189,133  short  tons,  as  compared  with  270,333  short 
tons  during  the  same  period  of  1914.  The  imports  in  detail  (in  the 
same  unit)  have  been  as  follows: 


m« 

nis 

Wblts. 

Total. 

Whitft 

Raw. 

Totid. 

1I0,0» 

113,333 
61,383 

Zt3,333 
S,6S7 
61,333 

17,383 

80,007 
9,  MX) 
Sj|,333 

1M,000 
flfi,3S3 

100.000 

iTi^ass 

370,333 

S7,333 

161,800 

Up.  US 

Prices  of  Java  white  sugar  have  ranged  from  $12  to  $15,  local  cur- 
rency ($4.72  to  $5.89  United  States  currency),  per  picul  of  133 J 
pounds,  as  compared  with  $7  to  $8  ($3.20  to  $3.66)  during  the  first 
half  of  last  year.  For  raw  sugars  the  prices  have  ranged  n>om  $9  to 
$10,  local  currency  ($3.54  to  $3.93) ,  per  picul,  as  compared  with  $5.^ 
to  $6.40  ($2.47  to '^.93)  last  year.  Hoihow  sugar  has  ranged  in  price 
around  $7.50,  local  currency  ($2.95),  per  picul,  as  compared  with 
$4.80  ($2.20)  last  year,  and  Philippine  sugars  have  run  from  $8.10 
to  $8.20  ($3.18  to  $3.22)  as  compared  with  $5.60  to  $6  ($2.38  to  $2.75). 
Of  the  sugar  from  the  Philippines  this  year  about  32,000  tons  came 
from  the  Iloilo  field  and  the  rest  from.  Luzon. 


ftstiller  (hitpnt  «f  South  Afriean  Hiaei. 

According  to  figures  supplied  by  Vice  Consul  John  W.  Bye,  of 
Cape  Town,  the  total  value  of  the  products  of  the  South  African 
mines  for  the  year  1914  amounted  to  $220,773,639,  or  ^6,781,007  less 
than  in  1913.  Of  this  decrease,  $28,722,083  is  accounted  for  by  the 
closing  of  the  diamond  mines  (described  in  Supplements  Nos.  66a, 
66b,  and  66c  to  Cokmebce  Bepobis  for  JiUL  IS,  June  25,  and  Aug. 
6, 1915). 
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BLKIHT-nOOV  iSmSK  rat  THE  FHIIIF7DIE8. 

[FroB  the  iiaoUft  DaIIj  BuUettn.] 

Wben,  25Tears  a^o,  the  coffee  bli^t  which  was  then  sweeping  oyer 
the  entire  East  visited  the  Philippines  it  destroyed,  so  far  as  pro- 
duction for  export  was  concerned,  a  formerly  flourishing  industi^; 
and  mnce  that  time  the  cultivation  of  coffee  in  the  islands  has  been 
confined  to  one  or  two  isolated  mountainous  districts  where  the  alti- 
bide  was  sufficient  to  exclude  the  blight  In  these  localities  almo^ 
every  house  has  had  its  coffee  patch,  and  on  them,  despite  carelesB 
methods  of  cultivation,  an  excell^t  quality  has  been  grown,  as  trav- 
elers who  have  passed  that  way  can  testify.  The  quantity  of  Uus 
product  has  been  inconsiderable,  however,  from  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  and  coffee  has  never  again  taken  a  place  of  any  importance  in 
the  list  of  Philippine  exports. 

Hiere  has  never  seemed,  however,  any  conclusive  reason  why  a 
blight-proof  stock  should  not  be  successfully  introduced,  as  had  been 
done  in  Java  and  Ceylon,  with  the  result  of  rdiabilitating  the  coffee 
industry  of  those  countries  to  a  great  extent,  though  they  had  orig- 
inally been  almost  as  hard  hit  as  the  Philippines.  Experiments  with 
this  end  in  view  have  been  somewhat  numerous,  and  not  long  ago  it 
was  announced  that  measures  woidd  be  taken  to  import  a  supply  of 
tibHD  rohuata  varietr  of  coffee  plants  for  distribution.  For  some  time, 
however,  it  proved  impossible  to  secure  satisfactory  stock  in  sufficient 
quantities;  and  it  has  only  lately  been  announced  that,  as  a  result  of 
n^otiations  with  the  Dutch  Indian  Government,  a  supply  has  at  last 
been  assured  from  Java.  The  chief  of  the  plant-breeding  station  at 
Buitenzorg  now  writes  that  he  will  send  200  pounds  of  seed  of  se- 
lected varieties,  and  it  may  be  that  this  will  mark  a  definite  begin- 
ning of  the  work  of  putting  an  indusixy,  which  at  one  time  made  a 
goc3  many  fortunes  in  the  Philippines,  on  its  feet  again. 


TAPAHESE  8VBSIDT  TOIL  DTE  IHSirSTKT. 

As  a  result  of  tiie  continued  scarcity  of  dyes  and  certain  other 
chemicals,  both  houses  of  the  Japanese  Diet  have  passed  a  bill  for 
the  granting  of  subsidies  to  companies  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  dyes  (including  aniline  salt,  aniline  dyes,  alizarine  dyes,  and 
synthetic  indigo)  and  chemicals  in  Japan,  provided  that  more  than 
half  ^e  capital  of  any  such  company  is  subscribed  by  Japanese 
subjects,  acoording  to  a  statement  published  in  the  Britisn  Board  of 
Trade  JoumaL  The  amount  of  subsidy  to  be  granted  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  enable  tiie  companies  to  pay  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent  on  the 
paid-up  capibiL  The  subsidies  will  be  for  a  period  of  10  years 
mxn  the  date  of  the  promulgation  of  the  law. 

Medicines  or  perfumery  specified  by  imperial  ordinance,  manufac- 
tured from  coal-tar  by-proaucts,  will  be  r^arded  as  manufactured 
dyes  and  chemicals.  The  manufacture  of  the  materials  for  gun- 
powder will  also  be  regarded  as  the  manufacture  of  dyes  and  chem- 

As  has  been  the  case  wiUi  other  countries,  Japan  has  suffered  se- 
verely from  the  shortage  of  dyes  and  chemicals  since  the  outbreak 
of  Uie  war.  In  normu  times  the  imports  of  dyes  were  valued  at 
about  $3,500,000  a  year,  nearly  idl  of  which  came  from  Germany. 
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niDEX  NUHBEBS  OF  WHOIESAIJE  PRICES  IK  THE  WOBIJ). 

Investigations  of  prices  and  the  computation  of  index  numbers  for 
the  purpose  of  measuring  changes  in  the  level  of  prices  of  commodi- 
ties have  been  very  numerous  both  in  this  and  foreign  countries, 
specially  since  the  beginning  of  the  world-wide  rise  in  prices  in 
1896-97.  At  the  present  time  there  are  in  the  United  States  not 
less  than  five  series  currently  maintained — four  of  them  by  financial 
papers.  In  England  there  are  three  important  series;  in  France, 
two;  and  Germany,  three;  while  the  Governments  of  Italy,  Denmark, 
Netherlands,  Russia,  Canada,  Australia,  and  Japan  publish  official 
index  numbers,  and  private  investigators  have  made  series  for  Bel- 
^um,  Norway,  Austria,  Spain,  New  Zealand,  and  India.  Even  this 
imposing  list  may  be  incomplete  and  is  almost  certain  to  require 
additions  within  a  short  time. 

Most  of  the  series  of  index  numbers  of  wholesale  prices  above 
referred  to  have  been  established  but  recently.  The  oldest,  that 
of  the  London  Economist,  has  been  publislied  since  1869 ;  Sauerbeck's 
English  series  dates  from  1886;  Conrad's  German  series  from  1887; 
and  Bradstreet's  American  series  from  1897.  Of  the  remaining  index 
numbers  regularly  published  at  the  present  time  all  date  from  years 
since  1899,  and  the  majority  from  _years  since  1909.  Descriptions  of 
these  index  numbers  and  summaries  of  the  stories  which  they  tell 
of  the  course  of  wholesale  prices  in  the  various  countries  of  the  world 
are  given  in  Bulletin  173,  just  issued  by  the  United  Slates  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics.  The  aim  of  this  bulletin  is  to  make  the  index  num- 
bers of  wholesale  prices  currently  published  in  the  United  States 
and  foreign  countries  more  accessible,  more  intelligible,  and  more 
useful.  To  this  end  the  leading  series  of  index  numbers  compiled  by 
official  bureaus,  financial  journals,  and  private  investigators  both  at 
home  and  abroad  are  described  in  detail.  Tlie  history  of  each  series, 
the  source  from  which  quotations  are  taken,  the  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  commodities  including  the  methods  of  averaging,  the 
statistical  results  obtained,  etc.,  are  set  forth  as  far  as  the  facts  could 
'  be  learned  so  that  anvone  wishing  to  use  the  figures  in  question  would 
know  how  they  are  derived  and  what  they  mean. 

This  systematic  description  of  the  series  now  being  published  is 
preceded  by  a  critical  analysis  by  Prof.  AVesley  C  Mitchell  of  the 
various  methods  employed  to  measure  changes  in  the  level  of  prices, 
an  analysis  which  shows  the  advantages  and  the  defects  of  these 
methods,  the  purposes  for  which  the  different  index  numbers  may 
properly  be  employed,  the  reasons  for  the  discrepancies  which  usually 
appear  when  two  or  more  series  for  the  same  time  and  country  are 
computed  side  by  side,  the  safeguards  which  are  necessary  in  making 
comparisons  between  different  series,  and  the  confidence  which  index 
numbers  merit  as  measured  by  price  fluctuations. 

In  all  the  bulletin  describes  in  detail  32  different  series  of  index 
numbers,  covering  all  the  leading  countries  of  the  world  where 
studies  of  wholesale  prices  have  been  made.  In  addition  an  annotated 
bibliography  describes  briefly  a  large  number  of  less  important  studies 
of  wholesale  prices  in  which  index  numbers  have  been  computed. 


A  few  years  ago  China  was  without  a  native  press.  To-day  several 
hundred  newspapers  are  published. 
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BSSD  07  ST£AX  TEAWIEXS  AT  lA  BOCHEIUB. 

[Consal  KenseUi  Stoart  Patton,  La  Bocbelle.  Franee,  Sept  2.] 

Th»  fishing  industry,  on«  of  Uie  most  important  of  La  Bodielle, 
has  been  greatly  affected  by  iha  war.  In  noimal  times  28  steam 
trawlers  supply  the  local  and  surrounding  markets  with  fish.  The 
French  Government  has  already  requisitioned  25  of  these  trawlers 
and  may  ultimately  take  the  remaining  three.  The  result  is  that  the 
local  market  has  not  sufficient  fish  to  supply  the  demand,  and  the 

{>rioe  has  more  than  doubled.  The  trawlers  average  about  140  feet  in 
ength,  200  tons  gross  and  100  tons  net.  They  make  a  maximum 
speed  of  10  knots  and  burn  an  average  of  7  toas  of  coal  for  eadi  24 
hoars  run.  Bunker  coal  is  now  selling  at  55  francs  ($10.62)  per  ton. 

The  fish  usually  taken  by  the  trawlers  and  their  present  prices  per 
kilo  (2.20  pounds)  are  as  follows:  Hake,  2  francs  ($0.386) ;  bream,  2 
francs;  whiting  pollock,  0.75  franc,  ($0,146);  skate,.  1.25  francs 
($0.24) ;  trap  fish,  2  francs;  red  gurnet,  1.60  francs  ($0.29)  ;  red  mul- 
let, 4  francs  ($0.77). 

The  trawlers  fish  off  of  Ouessant,  the  Grand  Sol,  and  Porcupine 
Bank.  The  average  catch  per  boat  and  trip  is  about  15  tons.  As 
two  or  three  trips  are  made  each  month,  the  monthly  catch  averages 
40  tons  and  will  sell  for  about  50,000  francs  ($9,650). 

In  normal  times  the  total  monthly  operating  expenses,  including 
interest  on  the  capital,  insurance,  cait,  ice,  coal,  crew,  etc.,  for  a 
trawler  of  200  tons  gross  will  not  exceed  15,000  francs  ($2,895),  At 
present  17,000  to  18,000  francs  ($3,281  to  $3,474)  should  easily  cover 
eM  diese  expenses.  A  foreign  trawler  should  add  to  these  expenses 
the  duty  of  about  23  centimes  (4.44  cents)  per  kilo  (2.20  pounds)  of 
fish  to  cover  harbor  dues.  Fish,  the  product  of  French  fisheries,  are 
exempt  from  import  duty.  The  capital  in  a  trawler  of  200  tons  gross 
is  estimated  at  about  $20,000. 

The  crew  as  a  rule  consists  of  captain,  mate,  chief  engineer,  second 
engineer,  and  10  men.  They  are  paid  fixed  salaries  and  a  percentage 
of  the  catch,  as  follows:  Captain,  150  francs  ($28.95)  and  3  per 
cent;  mate,  150  francs  and  one-half  of  1  per  cent;  chief  engineer, 
200  francs  ($38.60)  and  2  per  cent;  second  enmneer,  150  francs  and 
one-half  of  1  per  cent;  firemen,  140  francs  ($27.02)  and  tiiree-tenths 
of  1  per  cent;  crew,  120  frtmcs  ($28.16)  and  three-tenths  of  1  per 
cent. 

One  or  more  American  trawlers  would  be  welcomed  here,  inasmuch 
as  they  would  not  be  liable  to  requisition  by  the  French  Government, 
and  they  should  be  able  to  make  large  profits. 

Parties  interested  in  this  subject  should  address  Mr.  A.  F.  Lloyd 
(British  proconsul),  16  Gours  des  Dames,  La  Bochelle,  or  the  Syn- 
dicat  des  Chalutiers,  La  Kochelle,  France. 


nSWSPAFEB  FOB  TH£  XOXOS. 

The  Habar  Sing  Tan  Sug  is  a  new  Moro  newspaper,  published 
by  tiie  Sulu  Press,  of  the  Moro  Mission  at  Zamboanga,  P.  I.  The 
publication  is  printed  in  Arabic  and  has  as  its  object  the  uplift  of 
tlie  Moro  people,  amon^r  whom  it  is  widely  circulated. 
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CITRVS-FBVIT  CROPS  IH  UALAOA  DISTRICT. 

[CoDBUl  Perclval  Oassett,  Ualaga,  Spnls,  Aug.  26.] 

Interviews  with  the  largest  consignees  of  oranges  and  lemons  in 
Malaga,  as  well  as  the  steamship  companies,  indicate  that  the  prod\ic- 
tion  of  these  fruits  in  Malaga  Province  in  1914^15  was:  Oranges, 
120,000  boxes,  averaging  154  pounds,  making  a  total  of  8,400  metric 
tons;  lemons,  80,000  boxes,  averaging  101  pounds,  making  a  total  of 
3,680  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2.20i.62  pounds). 

The  total  production  in  the  Malaga  consular  district  in  1914r-15 
may  be  given  as  follows : 


ProvincM. 


Nambtr  of 
trees. 

BOXM 

154  pounds; 
tpinoDS,  101 
pounds). 

Wclfht  In 
metrlo  toiu. 

aM,314 
33,095 
223,000 

1S3, 157 
16,012 
111,500 

10,553 
1,121 
7,  SOS 

669,339 

279,060  19,578 

n,flOO 

5,190 
!07,10a 

2,595 
109,550 

207 
119 
4,768 

223,880 

m,m  1  5,149 

AInerta  

Or&nada  

Malaga  

Total  

LXUONS. 

Almerla  

Gmaada  

Malaga  

Total  


SHX  FRODUCTION  IH  THE  fHIUFFUIES. 

[From  the  Manila  DaUr  Bulletin.] 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  activity  from  time  to  time  in  the 
way  of  attempts  to  put  the  production  of  silk  in  the  Philippines  on 
a  commercial  basis.  Hitherto  these  have  mainly  concerned  themselves 
with  the  Christianized  people,  and  especially  with  the  Provinces 
aroimd  Manila;  but  interest  has  now  been  aroused  in  the  possibility 
of  accomplishing  something  along  this  line  for  the  economic  better- 
ment of  the  Mountain  Province  of  northern  Luzon,  which  is  very 
densely  populated  when  the  primitive  character  of  its  peoF>le  and 
its  utter  lack  of  diversified  industry  are  taken  into  consideration. 

An  important  effort  of  this  character  is  being  made  by  the  Catholic 
Mission  at  Bontoc,  the  capital  of  the  Province,  with  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Government.  In  view  of  the  impracticability  of  se- 
curing locally  a  competent  man  to  take  charge  or  this  work,  negotia- 
tions liave  been  entered  into  with  the  Japanese  high  school  of  agri- 
culture, with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  service  of  an  expert.  If  this 
can  be  done,  the  chances  for  ttie  new  industry  should  be  much 
improved. 

The  possibility  of  accomplishing  something  definite  seems  in- 
creased, moreover,  by  the  discovery  that  a  variety  of  sillcworm 
which  feeds  on  the  leaves  of  the  castor  oil  plant — which  grows  like  a 
weed  throughout  the  country — has  been  found  to  be  easily  acclima- 
tized in  the  islands,  and  effort  are  also  to  be  made  to  acquire  a  sup- 
ply of  this  stock. 
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AXZBIOAH  KOTOR  GASS  IS  SCOTtAXD. 

[CoDlQl  BotoB  Fleming,  Edlnbargh,  Sept.  6.] 

A  representative  of  an  automobile  manufacturing  company  in  the 
United  States  recently  visited  Scotland,  partlv  on  business,  but 
chiefly  to  shoot  grouse.  While  staying  at  a  footing  lodge  in  a 
northern  county  he  sent  to  an  American  friend  in  this  city  an  account 
of  his  exploits  on  the  moors,  and  added  these  observations  on  the 
automobile  trade : 

In  my  tour  of  Scotland  I  And  evidences  everywhere  of  tlie  satisfaction  onr 
car  and — to  be  entirely  candid — other  American  motor  cars  are  giving  to  all 
users.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  low-priced  American  cars  have  been  in 
great  demand,  and  one  sees  them  on  almost  every  road  in  the  lowlands  and 
bighlands  and  Islanda  They  seem  to  be  especially  In  favor  here  in  the  north, 
where  not  many  people  think  they  can  afford  to  pay  more  than  $1,000  for  a  car. 
MoreoTer,  the  doctors.  Judges,  and  lawyers  have  long  distances  to  travel  and 
borses  are  scarce  and  "  traps "  an  abomination,  and  a  reliable  motor  car  ot 
low  Initial  cost  Is  a  boon. 

Higher-priced  American  cars  are  nlso  securing  an  Important  position  in  the 
market,  and  some  of  these  owe  their  introduction  largely  to  the  fact  that  all 
American  automobiles  have  been  well  advertised  by  the  pronounced  success  of 
the  cheaper  cars  among  every  class  of  buyers,  the  logic  of  the  case  being  that 
n  country  that  turns  out  durable  and  dependable  little  cars  must  also  produce 
dnrabte  and  dependable  big  cars.  So  you  see  that  we  repres^tatives  of  differ- 
ent types  of  American  machines  are  helping  one  anoth^.  Of  course,  the  war 
liae  tied  up  several  British  makers,  whose  works  are  now  shell  factories;  but 
this  does  not  by  any  means  fully  account  for  the  advance  of  American  cars  in 
the  British  markets,  as  we  were  going  ahead  rapidly  before  the  war  started. 
There's  nothing  like  getting  a  reputation  for  giving  customers  the  value  of  their 
money,  and  we  have  that  reputation  and  expect  to  keep  it  So  long  as  we 
continue  to  build  cars  that  meet  the  requirements  of  the  American  market  we 
can  Bell  tbem  In  Great  Britain. 


WHAT  THE  DEFABTHEITC  OF  LABOR  DOES  IN  HEW  ZEALAHS. 

[CoDinl  Oeneral  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Anc.  17.] 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Department  of  Labor  in  Kew  Zea- 
land  in  1908  practical  assistance  has  heesa  afforded  to  109,524  workers, 
with  141,346  dependents.  The  number  assisted  during  1914  exceeded 
those  for  1913  by  1,970,  and  the  system  is  very  beneficial  and  popular. 

Car  fare  is  often  advanced  in  order  to  help  a  person  to  get  where 
■work  can  be  had.  During  1914  the  Government  advanced  $56,767.72 
for  that  purpose,  of  which  $48,416.81  was  refunded.  Also  small  sums 
are  advanced  for  board,  medical  bills,  etc.,  to  tide  over  worthy  cases. 

The  department  also  builtk  homes  for  working  people  when  their 
net  earnings  do  not  exceed  $851.63  per  annum,  which  has  done  mudi 
to  put  the  laborer  in  an  independent  position  and  able  to  take  care 
of  himself. 

This  department  also  publishes  a  montiily  journal  that  contains 
a  large  amount  of  useful  information  for  the  worker,  covering  the 
cost  of  living  in  different  localities,  where  work  is  most  plentiful 
alcwtg  certain  lines,  etc. 

The  laboring  man's  condition  in  New  Zealand  is  probably  in  ad- 
Tance  of  tiiat  enjoyed  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  He  is  pro- 
tected on  ail  sidesj  and  if  he  is  any  good,  can  make  a  fair  living,  and 
«Ten  own  a  home  m  a  few  years. 
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BEEF  SUPPLY  OF  THE  PEnJFPIHES. 

[From  the  Manila  Dally  Bulletin.] 

One  of  the  early  economic  effects  of  the  European  war  was  to  in- 
terfere in  a  serious  manner  with  the  beef  supply  of  the  Philippines. 
At  present,  as  a  result  of  stock  diseases,  which  have  never  been  wholly 
eradicated,  though  greatly  reduced  in  amount,  there  are  practically 
no  beef  cattle  kept  in  the  Islands,  and  the  whole  supply  for  consump- 
.  tion  is  imported.  As  regards  the  foreign  population  this  importa- 
tion consists  mainly  of  cold-storage  beef  from  Australia,  and  the 
trade  was  of  course  in  prospect  of  i)eing  cut  off  entirely  by  the  em- 
bargo placed  on  meat  exportation  by  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment. It  is  understood,  however,  that  this  difficulty  has  been  so  ad- 
justed as  to  insure  an  ample  supply,  though  advices  do  not  state  pre- 
cisely in  what  manner. 

The  importation  of  cold-storage  beef  has  no  effect  on  the  supply 
for  the  native  population,  as  few  Filipinos  will  eat  anything  but 
freshly  killed  meat.  Formerly  a  great  part  of  the  live-cattle  supply 
for  Manila  had  been  obtained  from  Indo-China,  but  five  or  six  years 
ago  this  was  excluded  by  the  Philippine  authorities,  as  a  step  in  the 
campaign  against  rinderpest,  and  since  that  time  the  principal  cattle 
importer  has  brought  in  his  stock  mainly  from  Western  Australia. 
This  source  was,  however,  also  cut  off  by  the  war,  and  when  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  turn  again  to  Indo-China  as  a  market  it  was 
frustrated  by  a  period  of  exceedingly  stormy  weather,  which  made 
the  shipment  of  live  stock  practically  impossible,  and  indeed  caused 
the  loss  of  all  but  three  out  of  300  head  in  two  cargoes  which  were 
actually  started. 

Under  these  conditions  the  Philippine  authorities  turned  to  the 
(West  River  Valley  in  South  China,  for  which  Canton  and  Hongkong 
are  the  markets.  An  embargo  had  long  been  in  effect  at  Manila  on 
importations  of  cattle  from  this  region  also  on  account  of  disease, 
but  in  view  of  the  imminent  danger  of  shortage,  there  being  at  one 
time  only  five  days'  supply  in  the  Manila  markets,  arrangements  have 
been  made  whereby,  with  careful  selection  of  stock,  this  embargo  has 
been  lifted  without  any  serious  peril  of  the  introduction  of  disease. 
It  was  expected  that  tliese  measures  would  have  the  desired  effect  of 
bringing  down  beef  prices  in  Manila,  which  had  risen  by  more  than  a 
third  in  two  or  three  days. 


ANOTHEK  aEEAT  DOCK  .IN  JAPAN. 

[Extract  from  Japau  Times  of  Aug.  19,  by  CosBul  General  George  H.  ScWmorc, 

Yokobama.] 

Though  Yokosuka  Naval  Port  has  several  doclis,  it  has  not  a  dock 
large  enough  to  accommodate  a  superdreadnaught.  Therefore,  every 
time  repairs  have  to  be  done  to  the  Kongo  and  the  Hiyeif  tliese  ves- 
sels have  to  be  brought  to  Kure  or  to  Saseho. 

This  inconvenience  will  be,  however,  soon  removed.  On  July  13, 
1911,  the  construction  of  a  dock  800  feet  in  length,  120  feet  in  breadth, 
and  over  40  feet  in  depth  was  commenced  at  the  port,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  about  a  million  yen  ($498,000).  Its  completion  was  sched- 
uled for  next  year,  but  the  work  will  be  accelerated  and  completed 
by  the  end  of  next  October  at  the  latest,  with  a  view  to  employing 
it  for  the  new  superdreadnaught  Yamashiro,  which  will  be  launch^ 
by  November  next. 
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FOBEIOX  TKABE  OFTOBTUJUTIES. 


Bamred  addrewei  mar  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnresm  and  Ita  bimnek  «i*leca.  Beqaett 
tor  eadL  <vpoitDiutr  abonM  be  on  a  separate  ebeet  and  tbe        BiuMbev  slven. 

Licorice  root,  tUfaifOt  eto..  Mo.  18524.— A  buidness  man  Id  Siberia  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  tbat  be  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  American  firms  which  would  he  Interested  Id  Importing  from 
Turkestan  licorice  root,  alfalfa,  sheep  casings,  and  astrakhan,  as  well  as 
"  lapis  lazuli "  from  Central  Siberia.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English, 
but  German  or  French  Is  preferred. 

Saberdashery  and  leather,  No.  18525. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Persia 
writes  that  n  merchant  In  bis  district  desires  to  corrwpond  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cotton  goods,  haberdashery,  and  leather. 
It  is  stated  that  he  is  a  wholesale  dealer.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  samples, 
and  full  information  should  be  sent.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Surtfical  instrumenta,  etc.,  No.  18526. — A  business  man  In  Italy  writes  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  instrumaits  of  precision  for  medicine  and  surgery. 
Payment  will  be  made  against  shipping  documents  In  foreign  countries. 
Correspondence  sboald  be  In  Italian  or  French.  Prices,  etc.,  should  be 
stated  In  lire  or  franca.  References  are  given. 

Saherdaahery  end  miUinenf,  No.  18S27. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India 
reports  tbat  a  Arm  In  bis  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hats,  bonnets,  collare, 
hosiery,  lace,  embroidery,  dross  fabrics,  etc.,  for  women;  also  general  Hues 
of  haberdashery,  including  walking  sticks  and  boots  and  shoes. 

MacMnertf,  No.  18528. — A  representative  of  an  oil  company  in  Brazil  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  is  desirous  of  obtaining  catalogues, 
price  lists,  and  full  information  relative  to  a  barrel-tiering  apparatus. 
This  device  Is  desired  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  oil  barrels.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English. 

Glue,  No.  18529.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Burma  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  a  firm  In  his  district  which  desires  to  receive  full  informa- 
tion relative  to  glue.  The  firm  desires  to  act  as  an  agent.  Prices  should 
be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination. 

Belling  agency.  No.  1S530. — ^A  firm  in  China  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  U  wishes  to  form  connections  In  San  Francisco  with  a  reliable  Ann 
which  will  act  as  Its  selling  agent  for  such  products  of  China  as  are  market- 
able In  the  United  States.  Some  of  the  principal  commodities  to  be  ex- 
ported are  egg  albumen,  sesamum  seed,  wood  and  other  oils,  beans,  antimony 
ore  and  regains,  hides,  skEus,  bristles,  etc. 

Paper,  glass,  toys,  etc..  No.  18531. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  writes 
that  he  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  of  commission  agents  In  hla 
district  which  Is  Interested  In  bardware,  paper,  glass,  bends,  toys,  fancy 
goods,  etc. 

Underwear,  No.  18532. — ^A  manufacturer's  agent  in  England  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  tbat  he  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  underwear  for  women.   References  are  given. 

Tallows  and  greases.  No,  18533. — firm  in  Italy  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  wishes  to  act  as  agent  for  American  producers  of  tallows 
and  greases.  Samples  and  price  lists  c.  I.  f.  Italy  should  be  submitted. 
Co rrespondence  may  be  in  English.  References  are  given. 

Machinery,  No,  18534. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Australia  reports  that 
a  merchant  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  immediate  communication 
with  mannfactnrers  and  exportws  of  machinery  for  making  margarine  as  a 
substitute  for  butter.  Catalogues  and  full  information  should  be  forwarded. 


BTanch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

JTew  Tork,  Soom  409  United  States  Cnstomhouse;  Boston,  7S2  Oliver  Building; 
CUc^o,  604  3PederaI  Baildiag;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  981  Poit  Office  Building;  Kev  Orleans,  1020  Hlbcmia  Bank  Bailding;  San 
Vruelteo,  806  ITnited  States  Onstomhoiise;  Seattle,  982  Alaska  Bnildlug.  <»>oper- 
attre  branch  oflees:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  CommcToe;  Cincinnati,  OhanLber  of 
Ooanum;  Los  Awgelse,  Chamber  of  Cnunem. 
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FAOPOSALS  FOE  GOTEBNHENT  STTPPLIES  AND  CONSTBUGTIOH. 

[Correspondence  shonlfl  direct  with  the  officea  named,  and  speclficatlonB  can  nsnall? 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  Roods  ore  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  coecn  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
tbej  ^ould  &Rk  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  faturc  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  Canal  suppJics.  No.  2475. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  general  piirciiasins  officer  of  the  Pnnama  Canal,  Washlugton, 
D.  C,  until  Noveniljer  3,  1!)15,  for  furnlshinj;  by  steamer,  ready  for  erection 
by  the  Panama  Caunl,  material  for  a  conii'lete  locomotive  }lb  crane  of  50 
gross  tons  capacity  for  Dry  Dock  No.  1,  Balboa  terminals,  Balboa,  Canal 
Zone,  Isthmus  of  Panama,  Circular  No.  973. 

Construction  work.  No.  2476. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect.  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  6,  1915,  for  tlie  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical  equip- 
ment, excepting  lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches)  of  a  one-story-and- 
baaement  brick  and  stone-face  building  fOr  the  United  States  post  office  at 
New  Brannfels,  Tex.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from 
the  custodian  at  New  Braunfels  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Post  offlce,  No.  2477. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  until  November  6,  1915,  for 
the  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical  equipment  and  ap- 
proaches) of  the  United  States  post  office  at  East  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Draw- 
ings and  speclflcatlons  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site  at 
East  Pittsburgh  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Chain  shafts.  No.  2478. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Unlte;l  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C.  until  November  8. 
1915,  for  furnishing  chain  shafts  and  chains  for  the  rolling  crest  of  Grand 
Blver  diversion  dam,  Grand  Valley  project,  Colorado,  consisting  of  1  safety 
chain,  1  chain  shaft,  1  operating  chain,  and  1  guard  chain,  all  for  the  60- 
foot  roller;  an-l  for  6  safety  chains,  8  chain  shafts,  6  operating  chains,  and 
6  guard  chains  for  the  six  70-foot  rollers.  I'urther  information  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  United  States  Beclamatlou  Service,  Waidilugton, 
D.  C. 

CoMtriKtUm  work,  No.  2479.— Sealed  proposnls  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  November  10,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (tnclndlng  mechani- 
cal equipment  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  post  office  at  Van 
Wert,  Ohio.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  cus- 
todian of  the  site  at  Van  Wert  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Cj/linder  gates.  No.  2480.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  United  States  Beclamation  Service.  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October 
20,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  operating  mechanism  for  two  cylinder  gates 
of  12  feet  diameter  for  Sherburne  Reservoir,  Milk  Biver  project.  Mon- 
tana, and  a  duplicate  set  for  Kecchelus  Iteservoir,  Yakima  project,  Wash- 
ington. Further  information  mny  be  had  on  application  to  the  United 
States  Beclamatioa  SMVice,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Paintinff  materials.  No.  2481.~Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C, 
for  fumishlDg  and  delivering  at  the  United  States  Penitentiary,  I^aven- 
worth,  Knns.,  painting  niateilals  for  interior  surfaces  of  east  main  cell  wing. 
In  accordance  with  bi>eciacations.  Copies  of  specl Oca t Ions,  together  with 
further  Information,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Washington  office. 

Concrete  icorJc,  No.  2482.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Engineer,  room  415  Customhouse,  Clnelnuntl.  Ohio,  until 
October  15.  1915,  for  reconstructing,  in  concrete,  top  of  spillway  at  Dam 
No.  4,  Muskingum  River.  Ohio.  Drawings  will  be  on  exhibition  at  the  Cin- 
cinnati office  and  at  the  United  States  Engineer  suboffice  at  Zanesville^ 
Ohio.  Blue  prints  of  the  drawings  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati office. 
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ESTIMATED  SHORTAOE  OF  FBENCH  WHEAT  CROP. 

[Commercial  Attach*  C.  W.  A.  Veditx,  Paris,  Sept  9.] 

A  recent  issue  of  3je  Bulletin  des  Halles,  Bourse  et  Marches  points 
out  that  the  annual  consumption  of  wheat  in  France  averages  120,- 
000,000  hectoliters  [340,529,000  bushels],  and  that  this  quantity  is 
about  equivalent  to  the  total  average  annual  production  of  the  whole 
of  France  in  normal  times.  It  is  ^imated  that  the  total  production 
this  year  will  represent  a  shortage  of  approximately  25,000,000  hecto- 
liters [70,943,600  bushels],  and  that  the  crop  of  the  invaded  sections, 
■which  must  be  deducted  from  the  available  supply,  will  reprraent 
a  further  20,000,000  hectoliters  [56,754,800  bushels],  whence  it  would 
appear  that  the  total  available  output  will  be  approximately  75,000.000 
hectoliters  [212,830,600  bushels].  If  the  lo^e  influx  of  Belgian 
refugees  be  taken  into  account  as  partially  of^tting.the  decreased 
consumption  attributable  to  the  fact  tliat  a  portion  of  France  is  in- 
vaded, it  is  estimated  that  the  total  consumption  will  approximate 
110,000,000  hectoliters  [312,151,600  bushels]  during  what  may  be 
called  the  approaching  agricultural  year.  It  will  therefore  be  neces- 
sary to  import  about  35,000,000  hectoliters  [99,321,000  bushels]  of 
wheat,  representing  a  value  of  approximately  $180,000,000. 


FOBEiaN  COUIIEBCE  OF  SFAXXT. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Vedttz,  Parlji,  Fraoce,  Sept.  9.] 

The  foreign  commerce  of  Spain  during  the  first  half  of  1915 
amounted  to  1,138,260,830  pesetas,  of  which,  in  round  figures,  514,- 
000,000  represented  imports  and  624,000,000  exports.  [The  Spanisli 
gold  peseta  is  worth  19.3  cents  United  States  currency.]  This  is  an 
unusually  favorable  balance  (110,000,000  pesetas)  for  the  period. 

The  imports  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  were  75,000,000 
pesetas  less  than  those  of  the  corresponding  period  of  1914,  whereas 
tiie  exports  exceeded  those  of  the  first  half  of  last  year  by  156,000,000 
pesetas.  The  gain  in  exports  consisted  mainly  of  manufactured 
goods,  which  increased  by  202,000,000  pesetas;  shipments  of  raw 
materials  declined,  by  45,000,000  pesetas,  as  compared  with  January- 
June,  1914. 
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OtTATAaTm  KABXET  C0in>rn0H8  FOB  AlTQtrST,  1915. 

[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Godlng,  Quayaqoll,  Bcoador,  Sept.  7.] 

The  weak  demand  for  cacao  obtaining  during  the  latter  part  of 
July  {see  Commerce  Reports  for  Sept.  7,  1915]  continned  into  Au- 
gust, with  few  buyers;  but  the  A^ociation  of  Agriculturists  main- 
tained the  price  at  $10.30  per  100  pounds  and  purdiased  most  of  the 

2uantity  received.  Few  orders  have  arrived  from  New  Tork  and 
lurope.  The  receipts  for  September  are  increasing.  The  total 
quantity  this  year  arriving  up  to  August  31  was  24,603,400  pounds. 
The  exports  for  the  month,  in  potmds,  were:  To  Argentina,  90,113; 
Chile,  13^510;  France,  494,683;  Spain.  351,971;  United  Kingdom, 
575,239;  United  States,  2,870,967;  Uruguay,  22,529;  total,  4,418,912. 

The  coffee  market  was  also  weak,  the  price  for  iir^  class  being 
$8.19  for  100  pounds,  and  $7.56  for  secona  class.  The  exports  were: 
To  Chile,  394,402  pounds;  Panama,  10,269;  Spain,  406;  a  total  of 
405,077  pounds. 

Hides,  Ivory  VuU,  and  Bvltter— Exelia^re< 

The  demand  for  hides  was  firm,  with  no  variation  in  prices,  which 
were,  for  serranos,  $12.60  per  100  pounds;  for  crioUos.  $11.81 ;  and 
for  picados,  $5.84.  Of  the  94,984  pounds  exported  the  United  King- 
dom purchased  25,580  poimds  and  the  United  States  69,404  pound& 

There  was  a  decided  improvement  in  the  market  for  ivory  nuts 
during  the  month,  $1.22  per  100  pounds  being  paid  for  shelled  nuts. 
France  took  102,680  pounds,  the  United  Kin^om  102,680  pounds, 
and  the  United  States  8^214  pounds. 

The  demand  for  rubber  was  moderate,  maroma  selUng  for  $25.31 
for  100  pounds,  hojas  for  $21,  and  serrano  bianco  for  $8.40.  New 
York  purchased  the  total  quantity  exported,  15,977  poimds. 

The  bank  rate  of  exchange  on  New  York  averaged  238,  which  is 
now  decreasing,  recent  exchange  having  heea  made  at  232.  The 
Banco  Comercial  y  Agricola  received  this  month  a  further  £50,000 
to  increase  its  gold  reserve. 


XOSE  FISH  FOB  XHIAHS  LAKES  OF  OITTAEIO. 

[Coosal  JulInB  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Canada,  Sept.  16.] 

A  report  is  now  being  prepared  by  the  Fisheries  Department  of 
Ontario  on  the  advisabihty  of  stocking  the  inland  lakes  of  the 
Province  with  fish  for  commercial  purposes.  According  to  the  Min- 
ister of  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  it  is  felt  that  the  intro- 
duction of  commercial  fishing  with  proper  safeguards  for  the  pro- 
tection of  game  fish  would  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  lakes  in 
addition  to  providing  revenue.  Fish  such  as  whitensh,  etc,  are  not 
game  fish  and  are  not  taken  by  the  line,  while  pike  and  carp,  whidi 
could  be  taken  by  commercial  filshermen,  now  make  the  problem  of 
restocking  the  lakes  with  commercial  fish  much  more  dimcult  than 
it  would  be  if  they  were  kept  within  limits.  Should  commercial 
fishing  be  permitted,  the  inland  lakes  could  be  stocked  with  white- 
fish  and  herring  just  as  Lake  Erie  is  now. 

It  is  proposed  to  cooperate  with  the  Dominion  fisherfes  officials  in 
securing  a  large  supply  of  spawn  for  the  Sandwich  hatchery.  It  is 
expected  that  most  of  this  spawn  will  be  ol^Ained  from  the  fishennea 
at  Port  Stanley,  Ontaria 
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SODIUM  SALTS  FOB  FUEIFTINa  AND  CASTHTO  CLAYS. 

In  Technologic  Paper  No.  51,  just  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Stand- 
iards,  Department  of  Commerce,  the  results  of  some  work  involving 
the  addition  of  small  quantities  of  sodium  carbonate  and  sodium 
silicate  to  clay  suspensions  are  published. 

Clays,  mixed  with  water,  may  be  considered  to  consist  of  a  system 
of  fine  particles  varying  from  comparatively  coarse  to  very  fine 
grains,  0.003  mm.  and  less  in  dismeter.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that 
tiiese  fine  particles  are  very  sensitive  to  the  influence  of  small  quan- 
tities of  alkalies,  salts,  and  acids,  and  hence  the  properties  of  the 
days  as  a  -whole  are  affected  to  an  important  degree  by  such  addi- 
tions. 

Alkalies  tend  to  break  down  the  grains  into  still  finer  particles  and 
to  hold  them  in  suspension.  At  the  same  time  the  fluidity  of  the 
system  is  increased  so  that  a  separation  is  possible  between  the  parti- 
cles capable  of  greats  dispersion  (the  clay  substance  proper)  and 
the  coarse  particles  which  comprise  the  principal  impurities. 

A  method  of  purifying  clays  is  thus  suggested. 

Acids  and  salts  act  in  the  opposite  sense,  tending  to  coagulate  the 
particles  and  to  precipitate  them.  In  the  casting  process  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  sanitary  ware  and  other  clay  products  the 
effect  of  the  alkalies  consists  essentially  in  reducing  the  water  content, 
and  with  it  the  drying  shrinkage,  which  is  essential  in  preventing 
the  cracking  of  the  ware. 

The  characteristic  effect  of  the  alkalies  upon  different  American 
days  was  studied  from  several  standpoints,  particularly  with  refer- 
ence to  the  viscosity  of  the  clay  suspensions,  the  absorption  of  the 
reagents,  the 'strength  of  the  treated  mi:(ture  in  the  dried  state,  and 
the  influence  of  time.  The  effect  of  different  days  upon  each  other 
was  also  studied. 

This  publication  is  for  free  distribution,  and  copies  may  be  obtained 
by  those  interested  upon  request  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.   

umioDTrciNO  ahebican  goai  in  sfaik. 

[CoDSOl  Wilbur  T.  Orocej,  Seville,  Aug.  21.] 

On  June  2  this  office  reported  a  shortage  of  coal  at  this  port.  As 
a  result  many  lettei*s  were  received  from  coal  dealers  in  the  United 
States  who  were  interested  in  introducing  American  coal  in  Spain. 
These  were  placed  before  local  parties  by  this  office  and  have  r^ulted 
in  the  purchase  of  two  sample  ^iploads  of  coal. 

The  first  shipment  which  arrived  here,  I  am  informed,  was  wet 
and  extremely  slack,  and  in  consequence  it  became  difficult  to  secure 
orders  for  American  coal.  One  coal  dealer  informs  me  that  as  a 
sample  shipment  its  effect  was  almost  disastrous,  and  has  resulted  in 
a  prejudice  against  American  coal  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  over- 
come. 

This  coal  dealer  informs  me  that  through  the  offices  of  this  consu- 
late he  has  received  an  offer  from  an  American  firm  to  act  as  its 
exclusive  agent  for  all  Spain.  He  has  just  ordered  a  trial  shipment 
of  2,000  tons,  which  he  expects  to  receive  about  the  end  of  this  month, 
and  upon  its  arrival  hopes  to  do  a  large  and  lucrative  business.  His 
connection  with  the  American  dealers  was  entirely  accomplished 
throuj^  this  consulate. 
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EMPLOYEES  Iff  UQHTHOUSE  SERVICE  COldfEirDED. 

Several  persons  in  the  United  States  Lighthouse  Service  have 
been  commended  within  the  past  10  days  by  secretary  of  Commerce 
fWilliam  G.  Bedfield  for  meritorious  services  pez^onned  under  con- 
ditions of  a  trying  or  hazardous  iiature.  Effective  work  during  the 
hurricane  that  visited  ih&  Texas  and  Louisiana  coasts  on  August 
16  and  17,  1915,  has  received  recognition,  while  numerous  boats  in 
distress,  one  wreck,  and  a  disatil^  airship  afforded  opportunitieB 
for  rescues  that  are  entered  upon  the  records  as  calling  for  special 
commendation  from  the  head  of  the  department. 

Employees  of  the  service  in  the  Eighth  Lighthouse  District,  witJh 
headquarters  at  Kew  Orleans,  La.,  are  largely  represented  on  this 
roll  of  honor,  as  a  result  of  their  aid  given  during  the  hurricane  on 
August  16  and  17.  Thdr  names,  with  the  reastms  for  special  men- 
tion, are: 

Mr.  Benjamlu  B.  Dorr;,  Inspector,  elghtb  Ughthoose  district,  for  energy  and 
good  judgment  displayed  In  taking  personal  charge  of  the  situation  in  Gal- 
veston, Tex.,  and  promptly  restoring  aids  to  navigation  to  service  condition. 

Mr.  WDUam  B.  Tbompewi.  keeper,  and  Ur.  Charles  a  Sapp,  assifrtant  keeper, 
Sabine  Pass  Light  Station.  la.;  Mr.  Harry  O.  Claiborne,  keeper,  Mr.  Jomes  P. 
Brooks,  first  assistant  keeper,  and  Mr.  Obilstophar  T.  Morris,  second  assistant 
keeper.  Bolivar  Point  Ugtat  Station,  Tex. ;  and  Mr.  Sidney  Gibbon,  keeper,  and 
Mr.  John  D.  BalsllUe,  assistant  ke^r,  Brazos  Blver  Light  Station,  Tez.,  for 
maintaining,  by  hand,  cbaractaisttc  of  lights  nnder  their  charge  wh^  vibra- 
tions of  the  towers  had  put  clockwork  ont  of  order.  The  ke^rs  at  the  Braaos 
Biver  Light  Station,  Tex.,  were  also  commended  for  efforts  made  to  recover 
Government  property. 

Mr.  George  R.  Smith,  keeper,  and  Mr.  Leon  R.  Smith,  assletant  keeper,  Bed 
Fish  Bar  Cat  Light  Station,  etc,  Tex. ;  Mr.  William  Hill,  keeper.  Calcaslen 
Bangs  Light  Station,  La. ;  Mr.  Albert  B.  Modaw^,  keeper.  Mr.  James  Brew, 
first  assistant  keeper,  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Gaothier,  second  osdetant  ke^;>er,  and 
Mr.  TJiysses  M.  Gunn,  third  assistant  ke^r,  Sabine  Bank  Light  Stntlcm,  Ter., 
for  maintaining  lights  nnder  their  charge.  The  keeper  at  the  Oalcasiea  Range 
Ught  Station,  La.,  was  also  commended  for  efforts  made  to  recorev  Qovermnent 
property  which  bad  been  carried  away  by  the  storm. 

Besoues  Hade  from  Boats  In  Distress. 

The  Secretary,  on  September  24,  1015,  addressed  the  following  letters  of 
commendation : 

To  Capt.  William  B.  Gregory,  commanding  the  teaAer  Kukul,  for  the  rescue 
on  Angnst  21, 1015,  of  three  members  of  the  crew  of  the  gasoline  boat  ^avortte, 
of  Cordova,  Alaska,  which  was  wrecked  near  Point  Hook,  on  Hlncbtnbrook 
Island,  Alaska.  The  moi  were  fonnd  In  a  destltnte  condition  and  were  landed 
at  Cordova. 

To  Mr.  Elmo  C.  Mott,  assistant  keeper  of  Deer  Island  Light  Station,  Mass., 
for  assistance  rendered  to  the  disabled  power  boat  Alice,  which  was  towed  to 
the  station  and  food  and  lodging  given  to  the  11  men  who  were  on  hoard. 

To  Mr.  Alfred  A.  Howard,  keeper  of  Stage  Harbor  Light  Station,  Masa.  for 
giving  assistance  to  the  catboat  Trilbg,  which,  with  a  party  Including  several 
women  aboard,  was  discovered  to  be  in  distress  and  was  towed  by  him  to  safe 
anchorage. 

To  Mr.  John  T.  Shipp,  keeper  of  Nense  River  Ught  Stati<m,  N.  C.  who  on 
September  8, 1915,  discovered  the  launch  Susie  SuHniell  with  a  party  of  several 
children  and  men  aboard.  The  supply  of  oil  being  gone,  the  occupants  of  the 
boat  had  been  imddling  for  several  mtles  with  small  pieces  of  plank  and  were 
exhausted.  Keeper  Shipp  gave  wbht  assistance  he  could  and  fowed  the  launch 
to  Oriental,  N.  C. 

To  Mr.  John  Safe,  assistant  keeper  of  South  Buffalo  Sooth  Side  Light  Sta- 
tion, N.  Y.,  for  going  to  the  rescue  of  two  men  who  with  their  disaUed  airship 
had  dr<H^)ed  into  the  water  about  a  mile  from  hia  light  statlUL 

A  letter  of  commendation  was  sent  September  25,  1915,  to  Mr.  Malcolm  N. 
Hose,  keeper  of  The  Narrows  Light  Station,  Masa,  for  the  assistance  ^ven  by 
him  on  August  13. 1915,  to  the  launch  Nauttiua,  which  had  growided  ob  liOTcOi 
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Island,  Mass..  and  for  assistance  ^ven  hy  him  on  Augnst  15,  1016,  to  n  motor 
boat  with  three  persoug  on  board,  which  wiis  fouiHl  to  lie  out  of  gnaollne. 

On  September  23,  1915,  the  Secretary  coiiiiueDded  Mr.  Williaui  F.  IChodes, 
keeper  of  Eomer  Shoal  Light  Station.  N.  Y.,  for  rescuing,  on  Sei>teuiber  17, 1015, 
two  men  whose  boat  had  capsized  off  the  statiou. 


JAPANESE  BAITES  FOB  CHIKA. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Advertiser,  Aug.  17,  by  ConBuI  General  Goor^  H.  Scidmore, 

Yokohama.] 

Sino-Japanese  Bank. 

The  Japanese  financial  authorities  have  for  some  time  been  inves- 
tigating the  best  means  of  establishing  a  Sino-Japanese  financial 
organ  to  meet  the  necessity  of  developing  closer  relations  between 
the  two  nations,  and  it  is  now  reported  that  the  authorities  have 
drafted  a  definite  plan,  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Cabinet  Council, 
and  have  submitted  the  same  to  the  consideration  of  prominent  bank- 
ers and  business  men.  The  main  points  of  tlie  scheme  are  said  to  be 
as  follows: 

Tbe  Establlslmieiit  of  a  KaaohiiTia  Bank. 

It  is  ur^ed  by  some  people  that  since  the  Sino-Japanese  bank 
would  require  considerable  capital  in  order  to  perform  its  functions 

satisfactorily,  it  is  now  advisable  to  earmark  a  part  of  the  capital  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Manchuria-Mongolia  bank.   But  the  author- 
ities have  decided  to  establish  an  organ  apart  from  the  Sino-Japanese 
Irank  to  deal  with  Manchuria  and  Mongolia. 
The  Object  of  the  Blno-Japanese  Bank. 

The  business  of  the  Sino-Japanese  bank  will  include  general  banking 
business,  loans  against  the  securities  of  real  estate,  flotation  of  loans, 
and  the  issue  of  oank  notes.   No  details  have  yet  been  decided  upon. 

It  was  firet  reported  that  the  capital  of  the  new  bank  will  be 
50,000,000  yen  ($24,900,000),  but  the  authorities  have  consented  to 
only  20,000,000  yen  ($9,960;000).  It  was  originallv  intended  that 
the  new  bank  would  be  a  joint-stock  concern,  with  Japanese  and 
Chinese  capital  in  equal  amounts,  but  since  such  a  course  may  delay 
the  openitig  of  the  bank,  it  has  now  been  d^ded  to  open  the  bank 
first  with  cHipanese  capital  only  and  let  the  Chin^  take  shares  after- 
wards, if  they  desire  to  do  so,  and  elect  directors  from  among  Chi- 
nese shareholders,  if  they  hold  sufficient  shares. 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  Government  will  guarantee  a  certain 
minimum  dividend  for  the  shares,  and  will  further  afford  various 
facilities  for  the  enterprise. 

The  shareholders  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  limited  to  prominent 
bankers  and  business  men,  so  that  tne  basis  of  the  new  bank  will  be 
sound  and  strong,  though,  of  course,  some  shares  will  be  offered  to 
the  public.   No  details  are  yet  definitely  settled. 
The  lEanchurla'HonffOllan  Bank. 

The  capital  of  this  bank  will  be  10,000,000  yen  ($4,980,000),  other 
arrangements  being  similar  to  those  of  the  Sino-Japanese  bank,  ex- 
cept tiiat  the  latter  bank  is  to  be  devoted  mainly  to  the  exploitation 
oi  wealth  in  the  region  concerned.  The  question  as  to  the  relation 
of  tbe  new  bank  with  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank,  the  Bank  of 
Chosen,  and  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Co.  is  yet  to  be  considered. 

The  above  being  the  general  plan  of  the  Government,  it  is  subject 
to  change,  accordmg  to  the  opinions  of  the  bankers  and  business  men 
to  whom  the  whole  scheme  has  been  submitted. 
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The  United  States  Bureau  of  Labor  StatistiGS  has  just  issued  its 
Bulletin  No.  177,  showing  the  rates  of  wages,  hours  of  labor  per 
week,  and  weekly  earnings  of  employees  in  hosiery  and  underwear 
manufacturing.  The  report  is  based  on  figures  secured  from  the 
pay  rolls  of  75  representative  establishments  located  in  14  States, 
these  establishments  employing  in  1914  more  than  32,000  persons,  or 
more  than  25  per  cent  of  the  total  employees  in  the  entire  industry. 
Figures  ^owin^  full-time  hours  of  labor  per  week  and  rates  of 
wages  (or  earnings)  per  hour  are  presented  for  the  years  1907  to 
1914,  inclusive,  and  full-time  weekly  eunings  for  the  years  1910  to 
1914,  inclusive. 

The  average  full-time  weekly  earnings  of  the  employees  in  this 
industry  in  1914  were  2  per  cent  higher  than  in  1913,  8  per  cent 
higher  than  in  1912,  and  12  per  cent  higher  than  in  1911  or  1910. 
The  average  full-time  hours  of  labor  per  week  in  1914  were  1  per 
cent  lower  than  in  1913,  3  per  c^t  lower  than  in  1912,  and  5  per 
cent  lower  than  in  1911  and  1910.  In  the  several  establishments 
visited  the  hours  of  labor  per  week  in  1914  did  not  exceed  60,  except 
in  a  few  cases,  the  average  bein^  slightly  less  than  55  hours.  The 
average  rates  of  wages  per  hour  m  1914  were  3  per  cent  higher  than 
in  1913,  11  per  cent  higher  than  in  1912, 18  per  cent  higher  than  in 
1911,  and  19  per  cent  higher  than  in  1910.  Owing  to  tine  reductitm 
of  hours  the  mcrease  in  lull-time  weekly  earnings  oetweoi  1910  and 
1914  was  not  so  great  as  in  rates  of  wages  per  hour. 

The  avera^  full-time  weekly  earnings  of  employees  in  1914  in  a 
few  of  the  principal  occupations  were  as  fc^ows: 


Boarders   (males)   $12.65 

Flniabera,  underwear  (females)  ^   9. 78 

Inspectors  and  folders  (females)  ~  ,   8.16 

KDltters,  footers  or  toppers,  hosiery  (males)  »   8.46 

Knitters,  footers  or  toppers,  hosiery  (females)   &2t 

Knitters,  web  or  tube,  onderwear  (males)  .   12.74 

Knitters,  web  or  tube,  underwear  (females)   a  00 

Loopers  (females)    8. 69 

Menders,  rough,  hosiery  (females)  ,   8.11 

Seamers,  underwear  (females)   9.60 

Winders   (females)   8. 36 


The  bulletin  also  contains  a  statement  relative  to  l^e  variation 
of  employment  in  the  industry,  based  on  the  number  of  days  the 
plants  were  in  operation,  the  number  of  employees  on  the  pay  rolls, 
and  the  amount  of  the  pav  rolls  for  each  pay  period  for  the  year 
ending  March  28,  1914.  The  figures  as  a  whole  indicate  that  the  in- 
dustry had  no  specially  dull  or  active  season.  The  number  of  em- 
ployees on  the  pay  roll  in  the  industry  during  the  year  stated 
reached  the  highest  point  in  the  eight  weeks  ending  December  6, 
1913,  when  it  was  102  per  cent  of  the  average  for  the  year,  and  the 
lowest  point  in  the  two  weeks  ending  January  3, 1914,  wh«i  it  was 
94  per  oent. 


It  is  the  intention  of  the JChineSe  ministry  of  interior  to  allow 
only  doctors  who  have  received  a  recognized  course  of  training  in 
medicine  and  surgery  to  practice  in  the  future.  Some  time  must  nec- 
essarily elapse,  however,  nef ore  the  old  type  of  Chinese  doctor  disap- 
pears. 
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AGSXCtTLTTJEAI  FB0DTrCTS  DT  THE  NETEEALAHDS. 

rVlCe  CoDBul  Gerhard  11.  Krogb,  Rotterdam,  Aug.  20.1 

The  statistics  given  below  have  been  compiled  by  the  instructors 
of  the  Governmental  Schools  for  Agriculture  in  accordance  with 
particulars  furnished  by  the  Direction  of  Agriculture.  In  June, 
1915,  the  burgomasters  furnished  information  regarding  the  various 
agricultural  products  in  their  districts,  as  they  have  done  in  previous 
years.  Although  the  statistics  may  not  correspond  exactly  with 
those  that  will  be  issued  definitely  later  on,  it  may  be  assumed  that 
there  will  be  little  deviation. 

This  table  shows  the  number  of  acres  under  cultivation  for  the 
years  1913, 1914,  and  1915: 


Frodocts. 


ins 


ini 


ins 


Wluat: 

Winter  

Bummer  

Rje: 

Winter  

Summer. .  ■  ■ . . 
Barle;: 

Winter  

Bvauatr,,... 

Oats  

BuckWluat  

Baam(wious).. 

Pea*.  

StrhK  beans  

Sapeeeed  

HoktardEeed: 

Brown  

Yrilow  

Ouawar  seed.... 
Blue  poppy  seed. 

Ptax  

Tobacco  

Canary  seed  

Potatoes: 

For  table.... 

Fortactorles. 

8am  beets  

ChlPory  

Onions  

EteeaHiee^  seed. . 

Onion  seed  

SpfauKhMod..... 

Radish  se«]  

Bad^verseed.. 


Aera. 
130,723 
10,487 

£58,681 
6,187 

61,347 
14, 957 
347,739 
29,815 
41,859 
68,214 
18,550 
2,W8 

1,997 
1,925 

13,657 
l.GOS 

36,S00 
1,140 
4,465 

341.396 
78,674 
149,001 
1.769 
6.528 
761 
247 
1,831 
8W 
72,173 


Acret, 

139,012 
«,  728 

568,098 
4,285 

52,867 
13.793 
348,206 
24,100 
30,912 
64,814 
19,3ffi 
4,287 

l.SM 

2,234 
13,050 

1,238 
10,084 
986 

8,186 

346,642 
77,167 
156,251 
1,648 
6,906 
432 
240 
2,234 
744 
72,400 


Acre*. 
161,100 
9,040 

645,813 
3,687 

49,486 
13,717 
350,  &24 
30,885 
38,040 
61,071 
10,  OSS 
4,315 

1,465 
4,327 
9,533 
1,806 
2I,4M 
838 
8,710 

344,370 
80,132 
141,060 
2.313 
7,S69 
463 
230 
1,767 
531 
68,195 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  for  1915  do  not  differ  ^eatly  from 
those  for  previous  years.  The  only  marked  difference  is  the  exten- 
sion of  the  ai*ea  under  wheat  cultivation  and  the  diminishing  of  the 
area  imder  rye  and  sugar-beet  cultivation. 

TACE8  IN  METBIC  BULK. 

(Commercial  Attacb^  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  Chile,  Aug.  21.] 

Local  hardware  merchants  have  informed  the  writer  that  they 
have  heretofore  purchased  tacks,  such  as  are  used  for  carpets,  pic- 
ture framing,  household  use,  etc.,  in  small  packages  from  the 
United  States,  but  in  bulk  from  France.  This  latter  source  of 
supply  is  now  cut  off.  It  is  suggested  that  American  manufacturers 
offer  their  Latin  American  trade,  and  other  places  where  the  metric 
system  is  used,  tacks  and  small  nails  done  up  in  packages  containing 
1  kilo  (2^  pounds),  and  also  that  they  offer  them  tacks  in  bulk, 
put  up  in  small  nail  kegs. 

[The  name  ot  the  Santiago  hardware  flrin  rcferrixl  to  may  be  tand  from  tbe 
Boreaa  of  Foreign  and  Domeatic  Commerce ;  refer  to  file  670.] 
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AMEBIGAV  TKASE  KEXHODS  IH  AXaEHTDU. 

[CoDsal  Geoeral  W.  Henrj  Robertson,  Baenos  Alnm,  Aug.  t  end  16.] 

Local  newspapers — La  Nacion  and  La  Frensa  of  July  30  and  the 
Buenos  Aires  Herald  of  July  31 — contain  references  to  a  meetins  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Gamara  Sindical  de  Comercio,  held  on 
July  29,  that  should  be  of  interest  to  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters. 

This  meeting  considered  statements  that  had  been  published  in 
newspapers  of  this  city  in  regard  to  the  causes  r^tricting  the  de- 
velopment of  commerce  with  the  United  States.  After  an  inter- 
change of  ideas  it  was  agreed  that  if  American  commerce  is  to  realize 
its  ambition  to  secure  this  market  it  will  be  obliged  to  modify  its 
methods  of  sale,  manufacture,  and  shipment.  A  reminder  was  given 
in  the  meeting  that  European  manufacture  Crant  to  retailors  here 
credits  of  3,  6, 12,  and  even  18  months  in  whi^  to  pay  for  the  mer- 
chandise;  that  the  manufacture  of  the  various  products  is  carefully 
done  and  is  perfectly  adjusted  to  the  needs  of  the  country;  ajid  that 
the  execution  of  orders  is  effected  exactly  in  accordance  with  instruc- 
tions. Therefore  so  lone  as  American  manufacturers  do  not  adopt 
these  methods  it  is  thoo^t  that  they  will  not  be  eaaly  able  to  realize 
their  desires  here. 

Amerlean  Xethodi  Hot  Like  ■nropean — The  Qnestton  of  Credlti. 

Opinims  were  expressed  to  the  effect  that  the  methods  used  by 
American  manufacturers  are  not  the  same  as  those  employed  by  the 
French,  English,  and  others,  and  that  the  European  commercial 
development  with  Argentina  is  not  due  entirely  to  the  credits 
granted  by  the  wholes^e  houses  but  to  factors  of  a  differ^t  nature 
as  well.  The  meeting  referred  to  the  fact  that  there  had  already 
been  several  American  commissions  in  Argentina  for  purpose 
of  investigating  and  studying  the  reascms  for  the  ba^wanuiess  of 
American  commerce. 

Without  admitting  the  full  force  of  the  criticisms  that  are  more 
or  less  implied  in  t£eee  observations  of  the  meeting,  it  can  not  be 
denied  that  American  exporters  would  do  well  to  considw  the  ques- 
tion of  determining  the  amount  and  length  of  credits  to  be  given 
in  this  market  with  greater  regard  for  the  financial  str^gth  of  the 
purchasers  here  than  is  now  the  case.  There  are  many  houses  here 
to  which  it  is  quite  as  safe  to  give  long  credits  as  to  those  in  the 
United  States  or  any  other  country.  Bepeated  conversations  with 
American  and  other  importers  here  have  afforded  convincing  evi- 
dence that  the  American  method  of  selling  on  the  basis  of  cash  with 
the  order,  or  part  cash  witii  the  order  and  the  ranainder  against 
i^ipping  docommts  in  the  United  States,  or  cash  against  documents 
upon  arrival  of  the  goods  in  Argentina,  is  seriously  resented  here, 
especially  by  responsible  wholesale  importers  who  have  to  give  long 
credits  to  local  retailers.  There  is  also  no  doubt  that  many  American 
exporters  are  careless  of  their  failure  to  observe  detailed  shipping 
instructions  tliat  are  given  here  with  special  purposes.  It  is  certain' 
also  that  some  manufacturers  often  ship  articles  to  South  Arnica  of 
quite  a  different  character  from  those  ordered,  seeming  to  have 
altogether  erroneous  idea  that  the  next  closest  thing  wifl  suit  as  wdU. 
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Mmaimn  Istereits  Muit  Build  for  Fatnre. 

Xow  above  all  times  is  the  opportunity  for  American  goods  of 
almost  all  sorts  to  compete  for  this  valuable  market,  but  present 
efforts  should  be  made  with  a  regard  for  lasting  future  results 
rather  than  for  immediate  profits.  A  solid  foundation  should  be 
laid  now  with  the  greatest  carefulness,  in  order  that  when  the  war 
is  over  American  interests  as  a  whole  will  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  situation  to  intrendi  themselves  securely  here.  Americans  must 
i^ember  that  the  Argentine  people  are  auite  as  rductant  as  liiey 
themselves  would  be  to  pay  for  articles  or  any  sort  that  they  have 
never  seen. 

Artlele  PabUalied  In  La  Kaolfia. 

As  illustrating  the  Argentine  view  of  the  conditions  that  it  is 
desired  to  emphasize  in  Qie  present  report,  there  is  given  below  a 
translation  of  an  article  appearing  m  the  local  newspaper  Jja 
Naci6n  of  August  5, 1915,  imder  the  heading  "American  Commercial 
Policy.'*  An  article  of  this  kind,  published  in  such  a  leading  journal, 
assuredly  deserves  careful  consideration  by  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  who  are  competing  for  the  markets  of  this  or  any  other 
country.  The  situation  here  could  scarcely  be  stated  more  force- 
fully and  conservatively,  and  it  is  the  belief  of  the  writer  that  this 
presentation  of  it  merite  wide  publicity : 

The  diBtnrbance  In  the  currents  of  our  commerce  with  the  countriea  of 
Enrope  has  resnlted  In  their  deviation  toward  the  markets  of  North  America, 
which  country  now  replaces  them  in  transactions  that  have  become  restricted 
or  are  suspended.  As  the  European  conflict  Is  prolonged,  the  Americans  will 
continue  to  strengthen  and  to  expand  the  positions  that  fatal  force  of  cir- 
cumstances has  caused  the  belligerent  powers  to  abandon.  This  andpictoua 
altnatlon  for  North  Anmiean  trade,  however,  wlU  be  bat  transltwy  if  they 
do  not  take  pains  to  coaieolidate  tliese  positions  tn  such  a  manner  as  will 
enable  them  soccMsfuly  to  meet  competition  in  the  future.  If,  on  the  one 
hand,  fortnitons  circumstances  are  facilitating  the  action  and  the  expan^on 
of  North  American  trade  relationships,  on  the  other  they  also  Involve  con- 
tingencies that  wIU  have  to  be  faced  when  the  nations  at  present  Id  arms  re- 
cover their  commercial  and  industrial  activity.  To-day,  North  American 
supplantation  Is  Imposed;  It  does  not  result  from  effort  nor  from  initiative, 
but  from  the  conjunction  of  advantages  acquired  In  competition  with  other 
dlents  of  the  Argentine  Bepnbllc,  tempiNrarUy  incapacitated  team  trading  in 
our  markets. 

The  North  Americans  are  In  the  exceptional  situation  of  being  able  to 
establish  exclusive  and  arbitrary  conditions,  and  this  abnormal  state  of  affairs 
might  induce  them  to  believe  that  they  have  no  occasion  to  shurpen  their 
Judgment  and  to  display  commercial  aptitude  In  order  to  conquer  deflnitlT^ 
the  positions  tb^  have  obtained  through  the  Boropean  conflagration. 

Anwrioui  Baporten  Bhoald  Vodify  Systems. 

T%Is  situation  will  be  neither  lasting  nor  tenoble  unless  they  modify  their 
systems  of  sale,  manufacture,  and  supply,  confbrmlng  to  reciprocal  convoiiences 
tiut  will  St  tluan  to  ctmiiiete  on  equal  terms  with  theiT  rivals  when  these  r^ome 
their  normal  operationa 

The  North  Americans  ought  to  model  their  methods  on  those  of  the  countries 
of  Eorope,  offering  the  same  advantages  and  facilities,  and  adapting  tbem- 
fletves  to  the  enlgencies  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  consumers  whom  they 
snpldy.  They  need  to  create  an  atmoeidiere  favorable  to  their  relationships, 
which  will  secure  them  a  preference  or  which  at  least  will  not  place  them  in  a 
precarloas  position  of  Inferiority. 

To  suppose  that  the  boom  and  the  accidental  conditions  under  which  they 
are  bow  replacing  the  coontries  at  war  will  continue  after  the  disappearance 
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of  this  flbnorniBl  situation  would  be  to  fall  Into  disconcerting  error  or  negli- 
gence, which  would  Inevitably  condemn  theiu  to  be  onsted.   •    •  • 

Present  Situation  Abnormal — Conditions  After  Establishment  of  Peace. 

Oiico  the  present  fortuitous  circuinstniices  have  disappeared,  they  will  be 
unable  to  siialahj  their  i)ositions  unless  they  prepare  to  eonfrout  the  rivalry  of 
those  who  have  teiiiporarUy  withdrawn.  The  Geriiinns,  the  English,  the  Freuch, 
will  return,  eacli  with  their  couinierclal  systems,  with  their  goods  manufactured 
at  prices  nud  under  conditions  that  consult  the  requirements  of  our  market, 
favored,  uioi'eover,  by  valuable  traditional  relationships  long  cultivated,  and 
the  North  Americaus  will  assuredly  be  dislodged  If  they  do  not  adhere  to  a 
eoinuterclnl  iwlicy  of  expansion,  settlement,  and  I'eclprocity  analogous  to  that 
of  those  comiwtitors, 

Tlie  American  Government  and  trode  should  not  allow  themselves  to  be  misled 
by  the  advantages  and  temptations  of  this  abnormal  situation.  Tbe  time  is 
now  ripe  for  eiiiployliig  methods  that  will  propitiate  markets  accidentally  oc- 
cupietl,  since  these  will  olhevwise  be  Irretrievably  lost  or  would  be  reduced  to  a 
mere  ephemeral  expansion. 

Such  a  result  may  also  be  contributed  to  by  the  fact  that  the  Intermediaries 
and  ogents  In  the  present  necidental  commerce  are  European  houses  and  firms, 
who  have  recourse  to  North  America  only  provisionally  and  who  logically  will 
emlcavor  to  resume  their  original  relntluuships  as  soon  as  circumstances  allow. 
In  order  to  prevent  Rich  n  failure  and  to  consolidate  their  situation  the 
Americans  must  act  with  foresight,  ilherality,  and  a  discreet  and  broad-minded 
realization  of  tbe  iirecarlous  situation  that  they  enjoy  by  favor  of  tbe  present 
course  of  events. 


CONSUHFTION  OF  MEAT  IN  BITEHOS  AIBES. 

K'oDSul  Uonoral  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Ducnos  Aires,  ArgeDtlna.  Aag.  0.] 

Figures  recently  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Statistics 
and  Kiiral  Economy  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  indicate  that 
during  the  past  four  years  there  has  been  a  gradual  diminution  in  the 
comsumption  of  meat  per  inhabitant  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Aires. 

During  1914  the  total  amount  of  meat  consumed  in  the  federal 
capital  was  as  follows:  Cattle,  598,386  head,  294,378,194  pounds; 
sheep,  713,407  head,  41,034,884  pounds  ;  pork,  165,464  head,  31,513,488 
pounds. 

The  consmnption  of  meat  per  inhabitant  for  tlie  years  1911  to  1914, 
inclusive,  was  as  follows: 


Year. 

Inhabltaol^ 

Beer. 

Uutton. 

Pork. 

TotaL 

1,360,400 
1,428,042 
1,4S4,010 
1,S84,1I» 

Pounds. 
275 
2S5 
233 
187 

Pound*. 
S3 
37 

as 
as 

Poundt. 
15 
15 
IS 

ao 

Poundt. 
343 
307 
274 

aa 

From  these  figures  it  will  Ix*  seen  that  there  has  been  a  diminution 
of  32  per  cent  during  the  last  three  years  in  the  consumption  of  beef 
and  50  per  cent  in  that  of  mutton,  while  the  consumption  of  pork 
has  increased  28  per  cent,  although  the  aggregate  consumption  has 
never  assumed  large  proportions. 

Tlie  highest  prices  fcs-  meat  ruled  during  1914,  and  during  the 
first  four  months  of  the  present  year  there  has  been  a  markra  de- 
cline, especially  in  pork.  This  sharp  decline  has  caused  consid- 
erable alarm  among  pork  raisers,  although  it  is  believed  that  with 
the  recent  establishment  of  the  new  Armour  freezing  plant  in  La 
Plata  better  facilities  will  be  had  for  the  exportation  of  frozen  pork, 
and  this  vrill  have  a  stimulating  effect  on  local  prices. 
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HEW  BOCK  Aim  WABXHOirSS  AT  HABAHA. 

[Consot  HeBzy  M.  Woleott,  detailed  am  vlee  connil  at  Babm,  Coba,  Sept  2.] 

The  new  terminal  dock  and  warehouse  of  the  Peninsula  &  Occi- 
dental Steamship  Co.  were  opened  for  business  to-day  in  the  port 
of  Habana.  The  Peninsula  &  Occidental  is  the  first  steamship  line 
to  poffiess  its  own  dock  and  terminal  in  this  port.  The  inauguration 
of  this  service  means  added  convenience  and  a>mfort  for  passengers 
arriving  and  departing,  since  it  obviates  the  neces^ty  of  using  tugs 
or  lifters  for  their  transfer  to  and  from  the  vessels.  Apparentrir 
no  detail  has  been  overlooked  to  make  the  dock  and  warehouse  builo- 
ingB  complete  and  modem  in  every  respect.  The  brick  and  iron  con- 
struction  renders  tiiem  as  nearly  rat-proof  and  fireproof  as  possible. 
Space  has  also  been  provided  at  the  new  terminal  for  the  offices  of 
the  company,  but  a  city  ticket  office  will  be  maintained  as  before  for 
the  added  convenience  of  passengers.  The  erection  of  the  terminal 
has  involved  a  considerable  expense  to  the  company. 

The  idea  of  the  late  Henry  H.  Flagler  to  unite  Ouba  with  the 
United  States  by  means  of  the  over-sea  railway  extension  of  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Railway  and  the  P.  &  O.  ftary-steamer  service 
is  now  bearing  abundant  froit.  The  business  of  the  ferry  service  is 
growing  so  rapidly  that  the  company  has,  it  is  reported,  already 
ordered  the  construction  of  a  second  ferry  steamer  mmilsr  to  the 
Henry  M.  FlMfler^  now  in  operation,  making  daily  trips  between 
Habana  and  Key  West.  This  vessel  can  carry  30  loaded  standard 
freight  cars.  The  service  has  been  a  complete  success  in  every  detaU 
and  will  be  a  special  boon  to  the  fruit  and  vu^etable  shippers  of  Cuba, 
as  it  does  away  witii  the  necessity  of  transnrring  frei^t  from  car 
to  steamer  uia  vice  versa  at  the  t^minals. 


GEBKAN  BAHWATS  ASALYZE  ACCZBEHT  BECOBS. 

[Consol  Henry  C.  A.  Damm,  Alx  la  Cbapelle,  GermaQjr,  Aag.  28.] 

The  Association  of  German  Street  and  Interorban  Lines  has  issued 
a  report  relative  to  accidents  in  1914.  This  association  embraces  178 
lines  which,  during  the  year,  operated  750,000,000  car  kilometers 
(466,027,460  car  nules)  and  earned  2,750,000,000  passenffers.  The 
lines  averaged  one  acident  of  a  serious  or  fatal  nature  ror  661,^7 
car  kilometers  (349,103  miles)  operated. 

For  Aix  la  Chapelle,  which  has  the  largest  interurban  Eastern  in 
Grermany,  the  average  was  one  accident  for  647,225  kilometers 
(402,166  miles). 

The  report  shows  that,  as  heretofore,  more  pedestriai^  were  in- 
jured or  kiUed  than  passengers.  The  association,  taking  an  average 
for  the  15  years  from  1899  to  1914,  says  that  31.81  per  cent  of  the 
passengers  injured  suffered  accidents  through  carelessness  while 
boarding  or  leaving  cars.  Of  the  pedestrians  mjured  it  reports  that 
54.46  per  cent  were  careless  in  crossing  or  walking  along  car  tracks. 

The  percentages  of  liability  to  injury  for  pede^rians  and  passen- 
gers, re^>ectiv^y,  increased  in  1914  over  1913  by  2.5  and  2.9  per  cent. 
Site  fact  that  during  the  last  five  months  of  the  year  many  cars  were 
operated  by  sew  and  less  skilled  mea  may  account  largely  for  this 
increase.  Accidoits  which  occurred  in  spite  of  safety  appliances, 
such  as  guards  and  fenders,  demonstrate  that  there  is  still  room  for 
improvement  in  such  appliances. 
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BACK-YABD  aASDEH  CONTEST  IN  TORONTO. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Drcher,  Toronto,  Canada,  Sept.  11.] 

The  interest  taken  in  Toronto  in  making  practical  use  of  vacant 
lots  as  set  forth  in  a  report  from  this  office  on  "  Vacant-lot  gardens 
in  Toronto"  (see  Commerce  Kepoiits  for  Aug.  26,  1915)  is  further 
illustrated  by  the  meeting  of  several  thousand  people  in  Massey 
Hall  on  September  10  to  witness  the  distribution  of  the  prizes  in  the 
second  annual  Dovercourt  Back- Yard  Contest.  In  this  contest  616 
gardens  were  entered,  of  which  513  produced  vegetables.  The  aver- 
uge  size  of  the  gardens  was  1,500  square  feet  and  the  average  space 
devoted  to  vegetables  1,000  square  feet.  The  value  of  vegetables  pro- 
duced for  each  1,000  square  feet  was  $30.  About  70  of  the  contestants 
raised  chickens  at  an  average  profit  of  $30  for  each  contestant.  It 
■was  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  that  if  11  per  cent  of  the 
back-yard  gardens  in  Toronto  was  used  for  raising  poultry  tlie  total 
value  of  the  product  would  be  $264,000,  and  that  if  80  per  cent  of  the 
back-yard  gardens  of  the  city  was  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  vege- 
tables the  net  value  of  the  production  would  amount  to  $1,875,136. 

Archdeacon  Cody  in  presenting  the  prizes  said  that  the  back- 
yard-garden contest  was  a  good  thmg  for  four  reasons : 

(1)  Hy^^c— It  htips  to  make  the  city  more  wholesome;  (2)  physiologi- 
cal—it  iB  the  best  exercise  n  man,  woman,  or  boy  could  Indulge  In;  (3)  It 
enhances  the  beauty  ot  the  city;  (4)  utility — It  Increases  the  productlveaees  of 
Toronto,  of  Ontario,  of  Canada. 

If  there  was  one  lesson  more  than  another  that  all  Canadians 
should  learn  at  present,  he  said,  it  was  the  lesson  of  saving  and  of 
production.  In  the  Dominion  of  Canada  the  people  woula  have  to 
meet  the  burdens  of  war  by  spending  less  and  producing  more. 


TOTTEIST  TEAPnC  IN  SWEDEN,  1916. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Oarris,  Stockbolm.  Sept.  1.] 

It  has  been  the  general  impression  both  in  Sweden  and  Norway  that 

the  Scandinavian  countries  would  do  a  good  tourist  business  traffic 
during  1915.  In  fact  it  was  generally  supposed  that  tourists  from 
Germany  would  travel  to  Sweden  and  Norway  this  year  in  ever- 
increasing  numbers  for  the  reason  that  with  the  exception  of  Switzer- 
land and  Netherlands  there  were  no  other  countries  in  the  world 
where  it  would  be  possible  for  them  to  go. 

Thus  far,  however,  this  has  not  been  realized.  On  the  contrary,  the 
war  ha^  so  greatly  increased  the  cost  of  living  in  neutral  Sweden 
that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  articles  of  ^od  it  costs  more  to 
live  in  this  country  than  it  does  in  Germany. 

The  season  is  now  so  far  advanced  and  the  weather  on  the  whole 
has  been  so  bad  that  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  tourist  season  is  ended. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  is  there  has  really  been  no  tourist  season  in 
1915,  and  the  travelers  arriving  from  foreign  countries  have  come 
in  the  interests  of  the  business  concerns  which  the^  represent. 

There  is  every  indication  that  the  German  tourist  this  season  has 
sought  some  watering  place  in  his  own  country. 
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[Bztnct  from  Japui  Advertiser  ot  Aug.  26,  by  Conaul  OwcEtl  Qmrgt  H.  Sddmore, 

Yokobana.] 

The  witiidrawal  of  the  Pacific  Mail  steamers  from  the  trans- 
pacific trade  will  have  a  most  serious  effect  upoa  the  Japan- America 
trade  in  these  days  of  scarcity  of  bottoms.  Just  to  demonstrate  the 
tonnage  to  be  taken  out  of  tne  service  between  San  Francisco  and 
Japan  ports  via  Honolulu  we  append  the  following  table  showing 
the  caxgo  capacity  of  the  Pacific  Mail  liners  and  that  of  the  Toyo 
ICinffl  Kaisha  liners: 


Cix«> 


Avenge 
shipment 
tnY(te> 
hfflBW  fltwl 
Kobe. 


FMflleMaflUnen: 

HveoUe  

MuMduala.....  

Korea  

SOMrla  

China  , 

Total  

Toyo  KfsMi  Kaiaba  liners; 

TeDyoKaru  

Chiyo  Mara  , 

aiitnyo  ICara  , 

HlppcnUain....  

Total  , 


Tom. 
U,000 
U,000 
8,700 

t,aao 


nne. 

6,  BOO 
7,000 
4,000 
4,000 
1,700 


61,000 


23,!00 


«,600 
^E0O 
6,500 
3,000 


22,600 


4.650 
4,6» 
4,560 
2,100 


16,760 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  tiie  Pacific  Mail  liners  assigned  about  46 
per  cent  of  their  cargo  capacitj'  to  shipments  in  Yokohama  and  Kobe, 
and  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  liners  about  70  per  cent,  the  rest  of  the 
space  being  assigned  to  shipments  from  China  ports  and  Manila.  It 
follows  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  Pacific  Mail  liners  from  the  trans- 
Pacific  business  means  a  decrease  of  cargo  capacity  of  23,200  tons,  as 
iar  as  Japanese  trade  is  concerned.  Even  if  tne  entire  (opacity  of  the 
Toyo  Kisen  Kai£^a  liners  be  devoted  to  the  Japan- America  trade, 
though  such  is  in  reality  impossible,  there  would  still  be  a  shortage 
of  16,000  tons.  Various  Japanese  steamship  companies  and  indi- 
vidual shipowners  are  said  to  be  contemplating  filling  the  vacancy, 
but  nothing  definite  has  yet  been  decided  upon.  It  is  impossible  to 
fill  the  vacancy  perfectly,  and  the  probable  result  will  be  an  increase 
in  freight  rat^. 

AVUTtTfiATr  CONSUI.  WANTS  ICORE  CATAIOQTTES. 

[Conaul  Fcltz  S.  S.  Jobnson,  Klngaton,  Ontario,  Sept.  7.] 

In  response  to  the  request  of  this  consulate  for  American  cata- 
logues, published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  August  30,  1915,  fewer 
than  50  catalogues  have  been  received.  It  was  hoped  to  obtain  as 
many  as  500. 

American  manufacturers  should  realize  that  the  present  is  an 
eiceptionally*  opportune  time  for  the  e'xtension  of  their  trade  abroad, 
and  that  it  is  most  desirable  for  them  to  cooperate  with  American 
consuls  in  foreign  lands  in  an  effort  to  obtain  a  foothold  in  places 
where  in  the  past  their  goods  have  been  insufficiently  known.  With 
the  European  supply  largely  cut  off.  a  greater  trade  in  Canada 
should  be  enjoyed  by  American  manufacturers. 
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FOREIGN  TBADE  OPFOBT UNITIES. 


B«Berved  addressea  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Dorcan  and  Its  branclt  otHees.  Request 
for  cacU  opi)ortua[tj  should  be  of\  a  separate  »hoet  and  tbc  file  mnmber  given. 

OJfice  furniture.  No.  lS53ft. — An  American  consular  offirer  in  India  tmnsmits  tlie 
name  and  address  of  a  business  man  iu  liis  district  wlie  desires  to  com- 
municate with  Americau  ui;inuf;ieU;rers  and  oxiiorters  of  office  furniture, 
sporting  goods,  etc.  Tbc  nuiu  desires  to  net  as  sales  agent  or  is  In  a  posi- 
tion to  tolie  over  tlie  manageiuent  of  a  business  iu  that  country. 

Typewriters,  numbering  machines,  etc.,  Xo.  isri3(i.— An  American  consular  ofHcer 
in  Australia  reiwrts  tliiit  a  business  man  iu  bis  district  desires  to  be  placed 
In  communication  with  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  office  furniture 
and  furnishings,  typewriters,  numbering  macbiues,  etc.  Catalogues,  price 
lists,  and  full  information  sbould  be  supplied. 

Jewelry,  novelties,  etc..  No.  18537. — A  firm  in  Burma  has  informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  is  iuterestod  in  American  jewelry,  collar  buttons, 
novelties,  etc.    Catalogues  and  full  ii:formatluu  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Mmical  instruments,  heating  devices,  etc..  No.  1S538. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Kussia  has  forwarded  the  uame  and  address  of  a  man  In  bis 
district  who  is  in  a  position  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  musical  instruments,  gas  heaters,  and  water-warming  devices. 
Keferencesaregiven.  Correspondence  should  be  In  English.  Weights,  meas- 
ure, etc.,  ^ould  be  stated  la  Russian  equivalents.  Quotations  should  be 
made  c.  1.  f.  Vladivostoclt. 

Air  valves,  No.  18539. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Scotland  transmits  a 
letter  from  a  firm  in  his  district  which  desires  to  receive  small  metal  air 
valves  and  metal  stoppers,  such  as  are  used  In  rubber  hot-water  bottles. 

Agricultural  implements  and  machinery.  No.  1S.j40. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Burma  writes  that  a  firm  iu  his  district  has  requested  to  be  sup- 
plied with  full  Information  relative  to  an  exclusive  agency  for  the  sale  of 
agricultural  Implements  and  machinery'.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f. 
destination. 

Machinery,  No.  18541. — A  printer  and  statioijer  iu  England  informs  nn  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  be  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  Informa- 
tion relative  to  machines  for  making  conical  paper  tubes  for  yam  and 
spinning  purposes. 

Dry  ffoods,  provisions,  and  novelties.  No.  18542. — A  cltlaen  of  the  Philippine 
Islands  who  Is  now  visiting  in  China  has  informed  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  contemplates  establishing  a  brancb  office  In  a  Chinese  city 
for  the  purpose  of  retailing  dry  goods,  provisions,  and  novelties.  Corre- 
spondence sbonM  be  in  Spanish  or  Chinese.  Catali^es,  price  lists,  and 
full  information  sbould  be  sent. 

Paints,  varnishes,  and  enamel.  No.  18543. — A  company  In  Burma  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  secure  n  sole  agency  for  the 
sale  of  paints,  varnishes,  and  enamel.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f. 
destination. 

Boots  and  shoes.  No.  18544. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  India  transmits 
the  name  of  a  business  man  In  his  district  who  wishes  to  establish  com- 
merctnl  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  boots 
and  shoes  for  women.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Wharf  extennion.  No.  1854,'>. — The  office  of  the  British  Trade  Commissioner  in 
Canada  reports  tliat  tenders  are  Invited  by  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works 
for  the  carrying  out  of  wharf  extension  work  at  the  entrance  to  the  Mission 
River  at  Fort  Wllliaui.  district  of  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario.  Sealed  tenders, 
on  Che  proper  forms,  will  be  received  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
Ottawa,  where  copies  of  specifications  and  forms  of  tender  may  now  be 
obtained.  The  date  for  tlie  receiitt  of  bids  Is  not  stated,  r^ch  tender  mi»t 
be  accompanied  by  a  certified  cbet'k  for  10  iK>r  cent  of  the  amount  of  the 
offer,  made  payable  to  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works.  Ixwal  representa- 
tion Is  necessary.  The  Bureau  has  no  furtlier  Information  relative  to  this 
opporl  unity. 
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Umirella  frames  and  meua  »nop  fa*tenert.  No.  18S46.— Hie  Bureau  Is  in  re- 
ceipt of  a  letter  stating  that  a  buelness  man  In  Spain  desires  to  purcbase 
umbr^la  frames  and  metal  snap  fasteDers  for  women's  dresses,  the  um- 
brellas to  be  of  the  fast  system,  size  64  centimeters,  of  8  ribs,  with  ring, 
colors  to  be  black  and  maroon.  Quotations  for  1.000,  5,000,  and  10,000 
dozeuB.  Sample  to  be  sabmltted  with  prices. 

Dredger,  No.  18547. — In  pursuance  to  a  royal  order,  tenders  are  Invited  until 
October  17,  1915,  for  the  construction  and  delivery  to  the  Spanish  Royal 
Navy  of  a  dredger  for  the  royal  dockyard  at  La  Carraca,  San  Fernando, 
Cadis,  Spain.  Tenders  will  be  received  at  the  Spanish  Ministry  of  Marine, 
Madrid.  The  Bnreau  has  no  further  information  relative  to  this 
opportunity. 

Jute  and  burlap.  No.  18548. — The  Bnreau  is  in  recdpt  of  a  letter  from  a  busi- 
ness  man  In  Qanada  requetting  tb»  names  of  Jute  and  burlap  manu&cturera. 

Cotton  goodg,  etc.,  No.  1SS49. — A  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce reports  that  a  firm  In  Australia  desires  to  communicate  with  manu- 
facturers of  white  and  printed  muslin,  printed  voiles,  white  pique,  linings, 
and  buttons  for  women's  blouses,  skirts,  and  children's  dressea  Catalogues 
for  winter  goods  to  reach  firm  by  NovembOT  1.  Beferences  slven.  Cash 
against  documenta 

General  representation,  No.  18550. — letter  to  the  Bnreau  states  that  a  man  In 
Spain  wishes  to  represent  American  exporters  In  that  country  and  Portugal. 
No  particular  line  is  mentioned.  The  letter  states  that  references  can  be 
fumisbed. 

R^ways,  No.  18551. — An  American  consular  ofQcer  reports  that  bids  will  be 
received  by  the  "  Dlrecclon-Geneml  de  Obras  Publicas,  Mlnlaterlo  de 
Fomento,"  Madrid,  for  the  construction  of  strategic  railways  (1)  from 
Estada  and  Tamarlte  to  Balaguer  and  (2)  from  Glbraleon,  via  Palmogo,  to 
the  Portuguese  frontier.  The  lines  will  be  of  metpr  gauge.  The  minimum 
weight  per  linear  meter  of  the  rails  to  be  used  will  be  30  kilos  (CO  pounds). 
The  troop  trains  must  have  a  speed  of  at  least  25  kilometers  (about  15} 
miles)  per  hour.  Tenders  for  electric  traction  will  be  considered.  Bids 
will  be  received  at  the  "  Direcdon  General "  until  February  Id,  1916,  for 
No.  1  and  until  November  20,  1915,  for  No.  2. 

Flannel,  No.  18552. — The  Bureau  is  in  re<%lpt  of  a  letter  stating  that  a  firm 
in  Ecuador  Is  in  the  market  for  white,  sky-blue,  pink,  and  red  flannel. 
The  width  of  tbB  flannel  and  the  cost  per  bolt  are  requested.  Sample  of 
flannel  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Befer  to 
FUe  No.  66). 

White  pine  lumber,  Na  18668. — A  oommenrial  agent  of  the  Borean  reports  that 
a  firm  in  Greece  wishes  to  secure  71,000  feet  of  white  pine  or  spruce.  Fur- 
ther Information  may  be  obtnined  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 

Me*h  wire  screen.  No.  18554. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  statii^E  that 
a  bui^ess  man  In  Spain  is  desirous  of  obtaining  mesh  wire  screen  cloth 
for  Altera.  The  price  per  square  meter,  f.  o.  b.  any  port  having  direct  service 
with  Spain  is  desired.  Sample  of  the  cloth  is  transmitted,  and  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  66.) 

Btnietural  iron,  paints,  hosiery,  etc.  No.  18SS5.—A.  representative  of  a  Greek 
firm  who  is  now  tn  this  country  informs  a  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau 
that  he  Is  interested  in  purchasing  structural  Iron,  paints,  hosiery,  and 
boots  and  Aoes. 

Olue,  buttons,  mirrors,  etc.,  No.  18556.— A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a 
Ann  in  Australia  desires  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  glue,  buttons, 
mirrors,  pins,  mndcal  rtrings,  Ediellac,  and  novdtles.  Catalogues,  price 
lists,  and  full  Information  are  requested.  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm  is 
wllUng  to  act  as  a  representative. 

■Machinery,  N6.  18557.— An  Amertcan  constAar  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that  a 
man  In  bits'  district  has  a  number  of  requests  for  information  relative  to 
machinery  fi>r  the  manntecture  of  com  products,  such  as  com  flour,  etc. 
Catalogues  and  price  lists  of  corn  machinery  and  agricultural  Implemeuts 
are  requested. 
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Electnc-lioJit  accessorieg.  No.  IREiSS. — An  American  consalar  officer  In  the 
Unltefl  Kingdom  reports  that  n  firm  in  his  district  desires  catalogues  and 
price  lists  from  manufacturers  of  brass  parts  for  electric-light  accessories. 
Snoiptes  accompany  ttie  report  tind  muv  tie  examined  at  the  Bureau  and  its 
branch  offices.    (Uefer  to  file  No.  66372.) 

Barium  dioicide.  No.  ISuoO. — A  dealer  In  chemical  products  in  Spain  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  purchase  barium  dioxide. 
Corresiwiidence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Pumps.  No.  1S5G0. — A  firm  in  Iiidiji  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it 
desires  to  corresiraud  with  manufacturers  of  pumps. 

Building  malcHal.  etc..  No.  1S561. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer 
in  the  United  IClugdom  states  that  a  firm  Is  in  the  market  for  light 
building  material  and  general  merchandise.  The  firm  states  that  it  is 
willing  to  act  as  agent  for  products  of  any  description. 

Machinerj/<  No.  18562. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Australia  reports  that  a 

business  man  desires  to  correspond  with  nianufjicturera  of  the  most  modem 
machinery  for  the  equipment  of  a  plant  to  manufacture  Portland  cement.. 
Prices,  catalogues,  and  dates  of  delivery  are  requested. 

Railicav  supplies.  No.  185G3. — By  royal  degree  of  August  10,  1015,  the  "  Minls- 
terio  de  Fomcnto"  is  authorized  to  purchase,  by  public  competition,  loco- 
motives and  railway  materials  for  the  railway  from  Betanses  to  Ferrel. 
The  cost  and  Bpeciflcations  are  not  mentioned,  but  they  are  on  file  in  the 
"  Miuisterio  de  Fomento."  Madrid,  Spain,  wbere  they  may  be  seen.  Pro- 
posals should  be  submitted  in  Spanish  language.  The  Bureau  has  no 
further  information  relative  to  this  opportunity. 

Seeds,  No.  185G4. — An  American  consular  officer  Id  Argentina  reports  that  an 
importer  of  seeds  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  garden, 
Tegetable,  and  flower  seeds.   Catalogues  and  corresimndence  must  be  in 
.  Spanish. 

Iron,  lead,  etc.  No.  18563. — A  report  from  an  American  consul,ar  officer  states 
that  a  firm  In  Portugal  desires  to  get  in  touch  with  exporters  of  iron,  lead, 
copper,  tin  plates,  lathes,  and  chain  cables.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  are 
desired  at  once.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Scrap  steel.  No.  18i506. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Far  East  reports 
that  there  Is  a  good  market  there  for  scrap  steel.  One  request  for  2,000 
tons  has  already  been  received,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  demand  will 
largely  exceed  this,  provided  a  supply  can  be  obtained  at  reasonable  cost. 
Quotations  should  be  made,  if  possible,  for  delivery  at  Hankow  or  Shanghai. 
Reference  given. 

Malt,  No.  18567. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland 
states  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  corr^pond  with  manufacturers 
or  exporters  of  malt.  References  given.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Ger- 
man or  French. 

Haberdashery,  etc..  No.  ISHOS.— A  firm  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  on  a  commission 
basis.  Agencies  for  haberdashery  and  inracpensive  Jewelry  are  preferred. 
Correspondence  should  be  [i>  Spanish. 

Cotton  goods.  No.  18500. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that 
a  firm  Is  extremely  anxious  to  Import  white,  dyed,  colored,  and  printed 
Manchester  type  cotton  goods,  2G  to  27  inches  wide,  weight  SO  to  00  grams 
per  square  meter,  and  more  than  102  grains  per  square  meter,  the  last 
weight  must  be  guaranteed  by  reason  of  certain  tariff  classifications. 
Samples  and  prices  with  complete  Information  are  solicited.  Weights  to 
be  in  metric  system.  Cash  against  documents. 

Ochers,  oxide  of  iron.  etc..  No.  1S570. — A  firm  In  India  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  tlmt  it  desires  to  find  a  market  for  red  and  yellow  ochers, 
oxide  of  iron,  galena,  and  bauxite. 
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SHmnawTs  fboh  ioitson  to  uiniEB  states. 

[Cablegnint  from  American  Coosulnte  General,  London.] 

The  total  value  of  the  articles  invoiced  through  the  American  con- 
sulate general  at  London,  England,  for  the  United  States  during  the 
nine  months  ended  September  30,  1915,  was  $104,159,183,  compared 
with  $98,202,629  for  the  corresponding  months  in  1914,  The  ship- 
ments of  rubber  were  valued  at  $43,080,562,  compared  with  $25,303,- 
056  for  the  1914  period;  tin,  $7,635,665,  compared  with  $11,315,356; 
wool,  $6,417,593,  against  $4,321,405;  precious  stones,  $5,093,397, 
against  $4,907,783;  tea,  $2,660,402,  against  $2,091,852;  and  indigo, 
$374,413,  against  $34,693.  The  value  of  the  exports  for  September 
was  $11,819,822,  compared  with  $10,704,442  for  August. 

FRENCH  CHOPS  FOB  CURKENT  TEAS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  CotiBUlatc  GcncrnI,  Tarls.] 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  publishes  in  the  Journal  Officiel  tlie 
following  estimates  of  French  crops  for  1915:  Wheat.  6,472,020 
metric  tons,  against  7,870,321  tons  in  1914;  spelt,  114,210  tons,  again.st 
133,976  tons;  rye,  992,820  tons,  against  1,138.326  tons;  barley,  780,275 
tons,  against  1,004,493  tons;  and  oats,  3,746,220  tons,  against  4,665,472 
tons. 

.   The  reason  for  the  stronger  tendencies  and  record  buying  of  low- 
'grade  apples  in, the  PacifiG  Northwest  recently  was  made  Icnown  in 
•the  fact  thst  pcaetically  all  the  recent  purchases  were  for  ship- 
ment to  Europe,  states  a  Portland.  Greg.,  preas  report,  ('(mserva- 
tire  estimates  of  the  orders  places  the  total  at  almost  500  carloads. 
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mCABAOTTAH  UOBATOBm  lAW  EZTENSIOH. 

{Consul  Harold  D.  Clnm,  Corlnto,  Aug.  27.] 

The  general  moratorium  established  by  the  law  promulgated  Octo- 
ber 23,  1914,  and  extended  for  six  months  by  the  law  passed  by  the 
Nicaraguan  Congr^  on  February  25,  1915,  expired  August  26,  but 
certain  provisions  remain  in  force. 

It  is  provided  that  after  the  expiration  of  the  six  months  referred 
to  in  the  law,  and  while  the  present  European  war  lasts,  to  every 
debtor  who  may  be  sued  and  who  proves  that  he  has  more  protected 
assets  than  liabilities,  in  a  summary  proceeding  with  the  creditors 
and  with  the  presence  of  the  representative  of  the  public  ministry, 
the  judge  will  grant  a  stay  proportional  to  his  busmen,  which  can 
not  be  prolonged  for  more  than  a  year,  counting  from  the  date  of  the 
petition.  This  petition  for  a  stay  will  suspend  every  other  executory 
action  pending  against  the  petitioner,  and  once  it  is  panted  it  will  be 
undeistood  that  the  stay  lulowed  is  for  all  his  busing,  and  in  no 
case  can  it  be  granted  to  him  a  second  time  in  accordance  with 
the  law. 

Kay  Be  Declared  Fraadnlent  Banfcrnpt. 

Against  the  decision  of  the  judge  no  recourse  whatever  will  be 
admitted.  The  fact  of  his  giving  a  false  or  incomplete  declaration, 
to  the  damage  of  his  creditors,  will  be  sufficient  cause  for  the  debtor 
to  be  declared  a  fraudulent  bankrupt.  .  The  judge  will  put  an  end 
to  the  stay  on  petition  of  any  creditor,  if  it  is  shown  that  the  assets 
have  dimmisdied  through  lack  of  care  or  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
debtor. 

It  is  also  provided  that  for  the  duration  of  the  European  war  and 
until  the  National  Bank  of  Nicaragua  (Inc.)  resumes  the  sale  of 
foreign  exchange  for  c6rdobas,  debts  owned  by  concerns  of  this 
country  and  payable  in  American  or  other  foreign  currency  can  not 
be  collected  by  judicial  means  unless  the  creditors  will  accept  pay- 
ment in  Nicaraguan  cordobas  on  a  par  with  United  States  gold 
(1  cordoba  for  $1)  and  stand  the  loss  to  be  incurred  in  purchasing 
exchange  or  currency  for  remittance  to  the  United  States  or  other 
foreign  country. 

Bate  for  Drafts  on  United  Statei. 

Drafts  on  the  United  States  now  sell  at  about  15  per  cent  premium. 
It  is  reported  on  apparently  good  authority  that  the  National  Bank 
will  probably  resume  the  sSe  of  exchange  within  two  or  three 
months,  but  no  official  announcement  has  yet  been  made. 

In  view  of  the  financial  conditions  existing  in  Nicaragua  at  present, 
and  the  provisions  of  law  (juoted,  it  would  1«  advisable  for  American 
exporters  to  confine  credit  operations  to  those  firms  with  whose 
standing  they  are  acquainted. 


According  to  the  Hochi,  the  Japanese  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Commerce  intends,  from  next  fiscal  year,  to  start  the  expansion 
of  the  Edamitsu  Iron  Foundry,  the  work  to  be  spread  oyer  six  years. 
The  total  cost  is  estimated  at  35,000,000  yen  ($17,56o;t)b0').  The  pro- 
gram contemplated  is  the  establidiment  of  a  factory  for  the  mana- 
facture  of  dyestuffs. 
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HABGEB  nr  oxniATioir  of  fusibie  tin  boiler  plugs. 

The  attention  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  been 
directed  to  the  failure  and  deterioration  of  fusible  tin  boiler  plugs 
in  service.  In  some  cases  such  plu^  have  failed  to  melt  and  so  give 
warning  of  dan^^erous  boiler  conditions,  and  inveeti^tion  has  shown 
that  the  tin  filling  in  these  cases  had  become  oxidized  to  tin  oxide 
(SnOJ,  which  has  a  melting  point  above  1600°  C.  (2900°  F.)- 

About  1,050  plugs,  of  which  100  were  plugs  which  had  been  in 
service,  were  obtained  through  the  courtesy  of  the  United  States 
Steamboat-Inspection  Service,  and  subjected  to  examination.  This 
included  inspection  of  design  and  construction,  condition,  and  purity 
of  the  tin  filling,  and  in  the  case  of  the  used  plugs  their  classification 
according  to  the  type  of  deterioration  undergone  by  them  in  service. 

One  pronounced  and  dan^rous  type  of  deterioration  is  the  oxida- 
tion of  the  tin  along  the  grain  boundaries,  by  which  is  formed  a  net- 
work of  oxide  throughout  the  tin.  This  is  shown  to  be  due  to  the 
presence  of  zinc  in  amounts  as  low  as  0.3  per  cent. 

Lead  and  zinc  are  found  to  be  the  principal  impurities  in  tin  plug 
fillings,  and  since  all  failed  "  plugs  contained  these  or  other  im- 
purities the  conclusion  is  reached  that  if  these  impurities  are  elimi- 
nated by  strict  specifications  and  inspection,  whidi  will  allow  only 
admittedly  superior  qualities  of  tin,  such  as  Banca  and  some  others, 
the  danger  of  failures  of  these  plugs  will  no  longer  exist. 

Directions  are  given  for  the  testing  of  the  purity  of  the  tin  in  such 
plugs.  Copies  of  the  report  upon  this  investigation,  Technolo^c 
Paper  No.  53,  may  be  obtained  witliout  charge  by  interested  parties 
upon  applicatjon  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Wt^ington,  D.  G. 


SWEDISH  TE&DE  WITH  JAFAK. 

[Coasnl  Ooneral  Erntvt  L.  Harris,  Stockholm,  Aug.  23.] 

Swedish  trade  journals  are  commenting  upon  a  report  issued  by  the 
Japanese  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  which  deals  with  the  development 
of  Swedi^- Japanese  trade.  It  shows  conclusively  that  Swedish  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  have  been  able  to  utilize  tKe  opportunities 
created  by  the  war  and  greatly  increase  the  turnover  of  the  business 
done  with  the  Far  East.  The  trade  summary  is  for  the  first  four 
months  of  the  present  calendar  year  and  shows  that  the  exports  from 
this  country  to  Japan  during  that  time  amounted  to  $l.332,-299, 
against  $969,469  in  1914  and  $662,835  in  1913. 

The  success  of  Sweden  in  this  direction  is  due  primarily  to  the 
initiative  and  energy  of  the  Swedish-Fast  Asiatic  Steamship  Co. 
This  company  was  founded  about  three  years  ago  and  be^an  running 
a  regular  line  of  vesels  from  Goteborg  to  Yokohama,  with  interme- 
diate ports  of  call  at  Bombay,  Singapore,  and  Shanghai. 

The  progress  made  in  the  exportation  of  Swedish  merchandise  to 
Japan  is  the  more  remarkable  when  one  considers  that  the  exporta- 
ti9hs  of  some  other  countries  to  the  Far  East,  especially  England, 
'sfjpw  a  noticeable  decrease.  While  the  war  situation  generally  has 
cbbsideral^e  jti^^'flo  with  fluctuations  in  export  statistics,  yet  the  efforts 
of  Sweden  to  gain  a  foothold  in  China  and  Japan  are  apt  to  meet 
vitii  definite  and  lasting  results. 
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SEPOBT  OK  COliST&UOnOir  OF  STAHHABD  OHJfS. 

Although  electric  light  and  power  are  to-day  in  almost  univca^al 
use,  the  average  consumer  pays  little  attention  to  the  manner  in 
whidi  the  amount  ot  his  bill  is  determined.  He  knows  that  his  con- 
sumption of  current'ls  reckoned  from  his  meter,  but  he  does  not  know 
how  his  meter  was  ori^nally  adjusted  or  how  it  is  checked  from  tin» 
to  time  to  determine  if  its  indications  are  correct.  Only  in  rare 
instances  does  he  know  very  much  about  the  electrical  units  in  terms 
of  which  his  measurements  are  expressed,  and  still  less  concemii^ 
the  fundamental  electrical  units  to  which  these  measurements  are 
referred. 

These  fundamental  units,  the  ohm  (the  unit  of  resistance),  the 
ampere  (the  unit  of  current) ,  and  the  volt  (the  unit  of  electr<HnotiTe 
force),  were  defined  by  the  International  Congress  on  Electrical 
Units  and  Standards  (London,  1908),  and  have  since  been  interna- 
tionally  adopted. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  just  issued  a  publica- 
tion, Scientific  P^iper  No.  256,  dealing  with  the  construction  of  fpur 
standard  ohms.  This  unit  was  defined  by  the  London  Congress  as 
the  electrical  resistance  offered  to  an  unvarying  electric  current 
by  a  column  of  memiry  at  the  temperature  of  melting  ioe. 
14.4521  grams  in  mass,  of  a  constant  cross  sectional  area  and 
of  a  length  of  106.300  centimeters.  The  work  done  at  the  Bureau 
<f  Standards  consisted  in  the  construation.of  material  standards  rep- 
resenting the  unit  realized  in  the  form  of  mercury  columns  in  glass 
tubes,  and  the  work  in^'olved  measurements  of  the  highest  accuracy 
of  the  length,  the  departure  from  uniformity  of  the  cross  section,  and 
the  mercury  content  of  each  tube,  as  well  as  their  comparison  with 
working  standard.  All  measurements  had  to  be  made  at  the  melting 
temperature  of  ice  prepared  from  specially  purified  water,  which 
was  used  in  order  to  avoid  any  temperature  uncertainty  due  to  possi- 
ble impurities  in  the  ice. 

Electrical  comparisons  of  the  four  standards  showed  the  average 
deviation  of  their  individual  values  from  their  mean  value  to  be  less 
than  one  one-hundred  thousandth  of  an  ohm. 

England,  Germany,  France,  Russia,  Japan,  and  the  United  States 
now  ^ve  mercury  standards  of  resistance,  which  all  agree  to  a  hi^ 
accuracy. 

Similarly  accurate  work  has  been  done  at  the  bureau  with  regard 
to  the  ampere  and  the  standard  volt,  so  that  the  public  can  be  assured 
that  the  ^ectrical  standards  maintained  at  their  national  standardiz- 
ing laboratory  are  of  an  accuracy  far  exceeding  any  commercial 
requirements. 

Copies  of  the  publication  referred  to  may  be  (Gained,  without 
charge,  from  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Enlargemeat  of  Kingston  Punping  Flast  Keooaunefided. 

Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnston,  of  Kingston,  Ontario,  reports  th^  the 
Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  has  recommended  that  tlte 
capacity  of  the  local  pumping  plant  be  increased,  tl&t  a  new  boiler 
be  purchased  for  the  pumps,  and  that  the  water  main  be  renewed 
between  the  pumping  station  and  standpipes. 
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DEPORTS  Am  EXPORTS  OF  COPPER. 

The  total  imports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Gralveston,  New  Or- 
leans, San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the  week 
ended  September  25,  1915,  were  as  follows:  Ore,  matte,  and  regulus 
(copper  contents),  3,089,314  pounds,  valued  at  $362,953;  pigs,  ingots, 
ana  old,  etc.,  3,706,464  pounds,  valued  at  $472,501.  Of  the  ore,  matte, 
and  regulus  imported,  1,039,360  pounds  came  from  Cuba,  646,606 
pounds  from  Canada,  618,093  pounds  from  Chile,  and  508,000  pounds 
from  Peru.  Of  the  imports  of  ingots,  etc.,  2,030,827  pounds  came 
from  Peru,  786,560  pounds  irom  England,  and  760,826  pounds  from 
Chile. 

Of  the  total  domestic  exports  of  pigs,  bars,  etc.,  amounting  to 

8,273,626  pounds,  vahied  at  $1,568,448,  5,257,786  pounds  went  to 
France,  1,368,899  pounds  to  England,  and  1,273,266  pounds  to  Italy. 

AHERIGAir  COTTON  STATISTICS. 

Census  report  shows  2,900,007  bales,  counting  round  as  half  bales, 
ginned  from  the  growth  of  1915  to  September  25,  compared  with 
3,393,752  for  1914  and  3,246,655  for  1913.  Round  bales  included  this 
year  are  32.263,  compared  with  3,394  for  1914  antl  26,983  for  1913. 
Sea  island  included  19,094  for  1915,  13,927  for  1914,  and  10.570  for 
1913. 

Cotton  consumed  during  August,  1915,  amounted  to  464,486  bales. 
Cotton  on  hand  in  consuming  e^ablishments  on  August  31  was  1,166,- 
190  bales,  and  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  1,676,231  bales. 
The  number  of  active  consuming  cotton  spindles  for  the  month  was 
31,064,519.  Domestic  cotton  exported  during  September,  1915,  was 
494,532  running  bales,  and  foreign  cotton  imported  26,092  equivalent 
500-pound  balea 

JAPANESE  CHAMBEE  OF  COMMERCE  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

[Commercial  Agent  E.  G.  Babbitt,  Snn  Francisco,  Sept.  8,] 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Japanese  Business  Men's  Association  of 
San  Francisco  the  form  and  name  of  the  organization  was  changed 
and  the  field  of  its  commercial  activity  enlarged.  Hereafter  the 
body  will  be  known  as  the  Japanese  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  will 
have  as  its  main  object  the  promotion  of  business  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  Japan.  Its  headquarters  are  at  444  Bush 
Street,  this  city. 

Mr.  T.  I.  Kawashima,  the  secretary,  states  that  the  new  chamber 
is  desirous  of  receiving  trade  literature  and  will  particularly  welcome 
industrial  samples. 

.  ROSARIO  FimnS  FLOATING  DEBT. 

{CoDKuI  WllllAm  Dnn'aon,  Jr.,  Itosnrlo,  ArgontlDa,  .\aR.  25.] 

The  Rosario  City  Council  sanctioned  on  August  24, 1915,  a  project 
for  funding  the  pi'esent  floating  debt,  as  well  as  that  likely  to  arise 

(through  this  year's  deficit  and  future  payments  for  expropriations. 

^e  executivetm  authorized  to  issue  bonds  to  the  nmount  of  6.000.000 
paper  ^sos  ($2,547,600)  in  six  series  of  1.000,000  pesos  ($424,600) 
each.  Bonds  will  bear  6  per  cent  interest  and  an  accumulative  annual 
amortization  of  2  per  cent  is  provided  for.  Bonds  will  be  offered 
to  the  city's  creditors  at  par. 
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[Coaral'  WlUtem  DtWMD,  Jr.,  Bomrlo,  Aog.  25.1 
Projeeted  Balhray. 

The  Argentine  Government  has  authorized  the  Administration  of 
State  Bailways  to  trace  a  line  to  ran  from  San  Luis  on  the  Pacific 
Bailway  to  JVIilagro  on  the  Northern  Argentine  (State)  Line  and 
pass  through  Candelaria,  Quines,  and  San  Francisco.  An  appro- 
priation of  $23^53  is  made  for  preliminary  studies. 

The  Government  considers  that  the  construction  of  the  line  should 
be  commenced  as  soon  as  practicable  in  view  of  the  present  difficult 
economic  situation  which  the  work  would  tend  to  improve.  The 
presence  of  water  in  the  zone  to  be  crossed  will  facilitate  the  Tork 
and  also  fill  a  want  experienced  on  the  Northern  Argentine  Line 
between  Serrezuela  and  Tello. 

School  Boltdingrs — ^Port  Works. 

The  Government  of  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe  has  signed  a  con- 
tract with  the  firm  of  J.  Allende  Posse,  Avenida  Velw!  Sarsfield  240, 
Cordoba,  for  the  construction  of  four  school  buildings — two  in  Ko- 
sario  and  two  in  Santa  Fe.  The  total  cost  of  the  four  building  will 
be  approximately  $255,000.   Work  is  to  start  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Kosario  port  works  (Sociedad  Anonima  del  Puerto  del  Ro- 
sario)  have  been  authorized  to  install  a  telephone  service  in  the  port 
zone  to  be  connected  with  the  dij  lines.  tn»  work  will  cost  approx- 
imately $8,000. 

CHINA. 

[Conml  Gesoml  Btdwin  &  Cunnlngluim,  Hankotr,  Cblna,  July  29.] 
Projeeted  KeeoHitmeOeii  of  Haxkov. 

There  has  recently  been  renewed  agitation  with  respect  to  the 
proposed  rebuilding  on  modern  lines  of  that  part  of  Hankow  de- 
stroyed during  the  revolution.  An  account  of  the  conclusion  of  the 
loan  agreement,  whereby  an  English  company  is  to  furnish  $50,000,- 
000  for  this  purpose  alter  the  restoration  of  peace,  was  published 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  December  8, 1914.  According  to  an  arti- 
cle appearing  in  the  Hankow  Daily  News,  for  July  23,  1915,  Com- 
missioner Yan  Tu  has  drawn  up  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  im- 
provement. In  a  memorandum  to  the  President  of  China,  he 
compares  Hankow  to  Liverpool  in  Great  Britain  and  Chicago  in  the 
United  States.  One  preliminary  survey  and  one  minute  survey  have 
been  made,  and  all  necessary  preparations  for  laying  out  the  sites, 
digging  the  new  canal,  and  constructing  the  river  bridges  are,  this 
article  states,  being  actively  pushed  on. 

An  excellent  idea  of  the  general  character  and  scope  of  the  project 
may  be  obtained  from  the  following  translation  from  the  Chinese 
Kational  Gazette  of  July  26 : 

Xadsttmr  Coatitioai— Kcqaest  fw  Exteuio*  of  OenoeiiioBi.  i 

The  best  part  of  Hankow  In  the  strip  of  land  ftloDg  the  rlrer  {Yanetse).  At 
preoent  tbls  strip  has  been  turned  Into  conceartons,  and  sotiyDg,  can  be  '«^e 
in  regard  to  it  Next  in  qaallty  is  the  land  between  the'  river  atid  the  cM. 
Hankow  market  place,  which  Is  the  only  area  on  which  developments  can  be 
made.  As  the  lower  end  of  the  old  market  place  Is  connected  with  the  con- 
lesakms,  bo  atenskMk  can  be  mode  <m  that  rid«.  At  the  rear  Is  a  lake,  irttldi 
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la  loT,  and,  except  with  great  effort,  can  not  be  turned  Into  a  market.  It 
therefore  appears  that  this  strip  distiict  is  very  narrow  indeed.  Daring  the 
late  r^me,  when  Chang  Cbih  Tung  was  viceroy  of  Hapeh,  he  proposed  develop- 
ing the  lake  at  the  back  of  the  native  city  of  Hankow,  bat  on  account  of  the 
atormous  expenditure  nud  tlie  vast  amount  of  work  involved  the  proposal  was 
dropped.  As  a  result  of  the  war  at  present  existing  in  the  world  the  President 
wishes  to  carry  out  an  administration  that, will  enrich  the  people;  therefore, 
in  the  first  place,  It  Is  necessary  to  remodel  the  old  market  into  one  like  those 
existing  in  civilized  countries.  On  the  other  hnud,  a  new  market  place  must 
be  found,  so  that  the  trade  may  extend,  and  this  can  be  done  by  developing 
the  lake  at  the  rear  of  Hankow,  so  that  It  may  be  amalgamated  with  the  old 
trading  area  for  the  formation  of  one  huge  mart. 

.  The  boundary  of  the  concessions  nearly  touches  the  Feklng-Hnnkow  Railway 
at  the  back,  and  the  intervening  space  may  be  developed.  During  past  years, 
when  In  need  of  earth,  the  railway  company  hns  dug  away  the  soil.  Thus  many 
dirty  pools  have  been  formed  and  filthy,  stagnant  water  has  collected.  During 
the  summer  plague  may  be  eugendered,  and  the  consular  body,  taking  this  fact 
as  an  excuse,  desires  the  extension  of  the  concessions.  The  Ministry  of  For- 
eign Affairs  refuses  their  request  In  a  reasonable  way  and  has  asked  that  this 
place  be  taken  Into  consideration  in  conjunction  with  this  undertaking.  It  Is 
believed  that  when  work  is  undertaken  this  strip  of  hind  can  not  be  neglected; 
thus  foreigners  may  not  complain. 

IHAcalty  of  Transportation — Flan  to  Open  a  CanaL 

The  strip  of  land  behind  the  concessions  and  the  site  of  the  lake  are  all  dis- 
tant from  the  river,  hence  transportation  is  difficult.  Even  when  the  market 
place  has  been  completed  and  traders  flock  to  tbe  place,  the  river  traffic  will 
not  be  comparable  to  that  of  the  concessions.  Therefore,  If  it  Is  desired  that 
Chinese  commerce  should  extend  and  expand,  other  undertakings  must  be 
effected.  Let  us  take  this  future  importance  of  Hankow  Into  consideration,  for 
It  will  be  not  only  the  commerclail  center  of  China,  but  the  Industrial  metropolis 
of  the  whole  country.  If  it  la  desired  that  factories  may  stand  "  like  tbe  trees 
of  a  for^"  river  transportation  must  be  acquired.  Having  studied  the  In- 
vestigation reports  and  learned  much  from  discussion,  those  in  charge  of  the 
project  now  intend  to  open  a  canal  beginning  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Han 
Blver,  extending  along  the  rear  of  the  concessions  and  Joining  the  Yangtze  River, 
80  that  the  old  mart,  the  lake,  and  the  concessions  will  be  surrounded  by  the 
new  canal. 

Thus  Hankow  will  be  a  triangular  island;  on  every  side  of  it  vessels  wIU  be 
able  to  cost  anchor,  and  communication  will  be  much  foclUtated.  The  pros- 
perity of  the  place  nnd  the  development  of  industries  and  commerce  will  go 
forward  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Moreover,  tbe  low  situation  of  the  lake  makes 
It  Impossible  for  It  to  be  as  elevated  as  tbe  old  mart  unless  It  Is  filled  In.  If 
the  earth  is  taken  from  afar,  the  expenditure  will  be  great.  If  the  canal  Is 
dug,  the  earth  out  of  the  Ciinai  can  be  iistnl  for  fllliiig  the  low  places  of  the  lake. 
Therefore  the  opening  of  a  canal  will  supply  earth  for  filling  the  lake  and  will 
afford  water  transportation  facilities  to  the  market. 

Coastniotioii  of  Bridges — Other  Projeoted  Improvements, 

The  Wuhan  cities  are  like  "  the  feet  of  an  incense  pot."  The  travelers  and 
traders  go  to  and  fro  by  means  of  boats,  but  the  rivers  are  too  widely  separated. 
When  there  is  a  strong  wind  and  tbe  waves  ore  higb,  communication  between 
the  cities  seems  wholly  interrupted.  Moreover,  the  termlul  of  the  Haukow- 
Szechuan,  Cauton-Hankow,  and  Peking-Hiinkow  Railways  are  severed  by  nnta*fll 
barriers.  Thus  there  are  many  obstacles.  It  Is  therefore  proposed  to  construct 
a  Wuhan  bridge  and  a  Hanyang  bridge.  Joining  the  triple  cities  into  one. 
EJventually  the  railways  will  form  one  trunk  line,  but  tbe  passengers  will  walk 
from  one  city  to  another  by  land  instead  of  going  by  water  and  will  not  be 
exposed  to  the  dangers  formerly  Incurred.  Thus  transportation  will  be  greatly 
facilitated  and  Industries  and  commerce  stimulated  and  encouraged. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  river  banks,  public  roads,  drainage,  tramcar  service, 
.^ater  and  electric  light,  parks,  hospitals,  schools,  and  other  public  works  ''ill 
be  gradually,  nutde  so  that  Wuhau  may  lieconie  the  foremost  market  place  In  the 
whole  country. ' 

In  March,  1014,  an  English  consulting  engineer  and  a  party  or  surveyors 
were  sent  to  Hankow  to  make  a  preliminary  survey.  Upon  this  an  estimated 
expenditure  was  drawn  up  as  a  basis  for  the  flotation  of  a  foreign  loan,  vsv'th 
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was  cMitracted  from  fiaaiu^»  &  Co..  a  British  firm.  Bat  Immedistely  ater 
ttie  contract  was  fllgned  the  Kurojtean  war  broke  out.  Onpltal  cau  not  be  ion- 
ported  durlug  audi  nlmonnal  eomlitioas.  In  Janaary,  1915,  deputies  were  saat 
to  Hankow  for  tbe  estultlteluueut  at  an  office  there,  and  during  ttie  last  five 
meitthB  a  second  wrvej  lias  been  made. 

VUIUPFUIXS. 

[From  Manila  Daily  BnlletliLl 
Kead  Oanttraction  in  tiie  f  failipptsM. 

Complete  figures  showing  the  results  of  firet-class  road  construc- 
tion throughout  the  l^hilippines  daring  th«  first  six  montiis  of  the 
^teoit  year  have  just  been  received,  and  show  that  oat  of  an  exist- 
ing total  of  lj680  miles  136  miles  were  oanstructed  during  that  period. 
In(a%ases  ore  repoi'ted  from  a  m^ority  of  all  the  Provinces. 

First  place  is  held  by  the  Province  of  Pangasinan,  with  a  total  of 
131  mike  and  an  ioorease  of  3€.  The  amoimt  of  money  expended 
during  these  months  has  been  $1,717,335,  which  is  more  than  has  been 
applied  to  this  puqjose  during  any  similar  period  in  the  past.  This 
increase  of  mileage  is  the  more  noticeable  because  the  proportion 
of  the  available  funds  which  most  be  devoted  to  maii^nai^  of 
roads,  as  distinguished  from  new  construction,  naturally  increases 
from  year  to  year.  Practically  all  tiie  existing  mileage  is  Uie  creation 
of  tiie  last  8ev«i  years,  for  o&  June  30,  ld06,  tJie  total  was  but  215 
miles.  ' 

The  expendrtiire  on  public  works,  other  than  roads  and  Wid^, 
also  increased  hea^ily  during  the  first  h&lf  of  this  year,  tiioa^h  not 
to  as  great  an  extent  This  is  particularly  larue  of  the  drillmg  -^f 
artesian  wells. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrte,  Llabon,  Bept.  7.] 
Port  «r  Xlahoa  XaqpOTeneata. 

A  loan  of  5,000  contos  gold  (about  $5,000,000)  has  been  authortsed 
by  the  Portuguese  Government  "for  the  improvement  of  the  port  of 
Lisbon.  The  money  will  be  employed  as  follows:  Modificatioin  of 
4^  Alcantara  deck  and  construction  of  the  west  mole  of  Santos 
dock,  1,000.000  escudos;  constructi(»i  of  the  east  mole  of  the  same 
dock,  1,600,000  escudos;  construction  of  the  third  section  of  Alcan- 
tara dock,  1,300,000  escudos;  Alfandega  quay^  material,  equipment, 
and  warehouses,  1,100,000  escudos. 

All  contracts,  expenditures,  etc,  are  under  ih»  direction  of  the 
Conselho  de  Administracao  do  Porto  de  Lisboa. 

■PAIS. 

tConsal  Wilbur  T.  Oracer,  Seville,  Aug.  28.] 
fropoMd  City  ZmprovemeBts. 

Plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  city  of  Seville,  approved  August 
18, 1915,  by  the  city  council,  have  just  been  published,  and  when  they 
are  ccHOpleted  will  largely  transform  the  conditions  in  the  city,  espe- 
cially as  regards  the  water  supply,  drainage,  etc.,  widening  certain 
streets,  construction  of  schools,  markets,  a  great  hotel,  and  pa^di^ 
the  city  streets  in  the  most  modem  system. 

In  order  to  cover  the  expenses  of  this  work  a  loan  is  authorizoA, 
amounting  to  33,000,000  pesetas  (at  exchange  of  19.8  equaling 
$6,369,000),  with  an  amortization  period  of  10  years,  and  drawing 
interest  at  6  per  cent. 
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The  first  plan  contemplated  the  purchase  of  the  Sah  Telino  Palace 

and  Garden  and  their  conversion  to  public  use,  but  owing  to  shortage 
of  funds  this  plan  has  been  discontinued  or  possibly  postponed. 

The  measures  approved  and  abgut  to  be  undeilaken  in  the  near 
future  are  as  follows : 

1.  500,000  pesetas  ($96,500)  are  to  be  advnnced  to  the  water  company  (a 
British  corporation)  tor  itnprovliiR  and  complethiR  the  present  water  sj-stem, 
a  completely  closed-ln  water  syEtem,  taking  Its  supply  from  Alcala  and  from 
the  Guadalquirir  River,  which  has  been  under  caustruction  for  the  past  10 
years.  The  proposed  extensions  and  improvenieuts  have  been  shown  to  be  very 
necessnry  by  the  exceptionally  hot  summer  which  Seville  has  hnd  this  year, 
resulting  in  shortage  of  water  supply,  lack  of  sufhoient  power  to  pump  the 
water  to  the  roof  tanks  which  are  on  every  house,  re»nltlng  in  continued  com- 
plaints by  the  people  and  the  public  press  and  compelling  many  of  the  house- 
holders to  Install  band  pumps  In  tbe  house  to  supplement  the  power  pumps  of 
the  wnter  company.  Water  htis  only  been  turned  ou  by  the  company  for  short 
I>eriods  of  a  few  hours  during  ench  day. 

2.  50,000  pesetas  ($0,650)  to  be  devoted  to  constructing,  furnishing,  and  pro- 
viding with  necessary  scientific  apparatus  a  tnbercnloais  hospital. 

3.  500,000  pesetas  ($96,500)  to  be  used  for  improving  the  city  and  suburban 
roads. 

4.  400,0(K)  pesetas  ($77,200)  to  be  devoted  to  the  necessary  Improvements  In 
the  existing  markets. 

5.  4,000,000  pesetas  $772,000)  for  the  new  paring  of  the  city  streets. 

6.  400,000  pesetas  ($77,200)  for  repairs  to  the  city  ball. 

7.  3,000,000  pesetas  ($570,000)  for  paym«it  of  the  intei-est,  amortization,  and 
other  expenses  Incident  to  the  loan. 

8.  4,000,000  pesetas  ($772,000)  to  be  pnid  to  the  committee  of  tbe  Spanlsb- 
Amerlcan  Exposition  for  expenses  Incident  tliereto. 

9.  1,000,000  pesetas  ($183,000)  to  be  paid  to  the  same  committee  for  construct- 
ing a  hotel  in  the  Kslnva  Gardens.    (See  Commerce  Refobts  for  July  24,  1915.) 

10.  1,<X)0,000  pesetas  ($103,000)  to  be  paid  to  the  war  office  for  reconstruction 
of  barracks. 

11.  500,000  pesetas  ($06,500)  for  expenses  incurred  for  the  parks,  gardens, 
and  i»t>uienades. 

12.  3,251,450  pesetas  ($627,529)  to  be  devoted  to  paying  the  expenses  of 
widening  tlie  streets  of  Santo  Tomns,  Puerto  de  Jerez.  Camiiana,  and  Ijarana. 

13.  3,700,000  pesetas  ($714,100)  for  acquisition  of  land  to  he  use  in  widen- 
ing tbe  city  streets,  and  for  erecting  schools  and  other  municipal  buildings. 

14.  1,.'KH),000  iwsetas   ($289,.'i00)    for  constructing  a   municipal   home  for 
boys,  and  aged  men  and  women, 

15.  600,000  pesetas  ($115,800)  for  three  buildings  to  be  used  for  municipal 
officers,  fire  stations,  pharmacies,  and  civil-guards  barracks. 

16.  500,000  pesetas  ($06,600)  for  five  schoola 

17.  200.000  pesetas  ($38,600)  for  a  vegetable  market. 

18.  45O,(K)0  pesetas  ($80,850)  for  three  new  marketa 

19.  200,000  pesetas  ($38,600)  for  the  purchase  and  repairing  of  Don  Fadrlqne 
tower  and  the  adjoining  land. 

20.  250.000  pesetas  ($48,250)  for  construction  of  a  central  park  to  be  used 
for  public  cleaning. 

21.  120.847  pesetas  ($25,000)  for  a  public  dump  and  crematorium. 

22.  1,867,500  pesetas  ($360,427)  for  purchase  of  tbe  existing  drainage  sys- 
tem now  owned  by  a  private  corporation. 

23.  1,600,000  pesetas  ($308,800)  for  Work  In  tbe  amplification  of  the  city 
taaea. 

34.  400,000  pesetas  ($77,200)  for  expenses  of  oomplementaiTr  work. 
25.  1.500.060  pesetas  ($289,560)  for  filtration  beds, 
S6.  250,000  pesetas  ($49.2S0)  for  construction  of  laborers*  houses.  . 
27.  1,241,202  pesetas  ($239,551)  for  all  other  Incidental  expenses. 

[Prom  Gaceta  dc  Madrid,  Sept  4.] 

Telepboae  Ezehaage  Constmotlon. 

Tenders  were  to  be  received  until  September  30,  1915,  for  con- 
structing and  working  for  20  years  c^tral  teleph<me  exchanges  at 
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five  Spanish  cities.  Following  the  awarding  of  the  concessions  there 
may  be  an  o{>portunity  for  the  sale  of  American  telephone  eqnip- 
ment.  The  cities  are  as  follows:  Huesca  (Province  of  Huesca), 
Lorca  (Province  of  Murcia),  Orilyiela  (Province  of  Alicante),  Bor- 
jns  Blancas  (Province  of  Ijerida),  and  Agiiilas  (Province  of  Mur- 
cia).  The  awards  nre  made  by  the  "Begistro  de  la  Direcci<Mi 
General  de  Telegrafos,"  Madrid. 


USE  OF  DETACHABLE  EOWBOAT  HOTOKS  IN  BEBimtA. 

[Consul  Carl  R.  Loop,  Hamilton,  Bermoda,  Sept.  10.} 

Bermuda  presents  a  fairly  good  market  for  detachable  rowboafc 
motors.  The  colony  has  a  population  of  20,000,  two-thirds  of  which 
is  colored.  The  chief  municipalities  are  the  city  of  Hamilton,  popu- 
lation 3,000,  and  St.  George,  population  1^00.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  are  now  about  30  detachable  motors  in  use  in  the  colony,  aU  of 
American  make,  20  being  of  a  well-known  motor.  These  30  were  pur- 
chased during  the  last  m'e  years,  and  it  is  estimated  that  normally  it 
might  be  expected  that  from  5  to  10  motors  could  be  sold  during  a 
calendar  year.  The  immediate  prospect,  however,  on  account  of  ab- 
normal conditions,  is  somewhat  speculative. 

Bermuda  depends  in  a  very  large  degree  for  its  prosj^rity  upon  the 
success  of  the  tourist  season,  and  the  proportions  of  this  trade  during 
the  coming  season  are  somewhat  imcertain. 

Transmitted  hei-ewith  is  a  list  of  local  firms  in  a  position  to  con- 
sider agencies  for  detachable  rowboat  motors.  It  is  suggested  that  a 
single  exclusive  agency,  preferably  in  Hamilton,  is  more  satisfactory 
than  two  or  more  agencies,  even  though  they  be  located  in  different 
parts  of  the  colony. 

[Copies  of  tlie  list  of  firms  mentlooed  may  be  obtained  from  the  Burean  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Beter  to  file  No.  60159.J 


AXERICAV  HAnnFACTHHES  TEBOVOH  LOHDOIT  AGENTS. 

[Consnl  E.  A.  WakPfteld,  Port  EUsabetb,  Soath  Africa,  Avg.  18.] 

A  few  weeks  ago  a  Port  Elizabeth  importing  house  brought  a  line 
of  sample  calendars  into  this  office  and  desired  to  be  placed  in  com- 
munication with  the  manufacturers.  The  calendars  had  been  made 
in  America,  but  had  been  obtained  through  a  London  agency,  and  all 
manufacturers'  identification  marks  had  been  omitted  or  obliterated. 

The  samples  were  forwarded  with  a  trade  opportunity  report  in 
April,  1915,  and  price  quotations  obtained  tm'ough  a  New  York 
firm  apparently  acting  as  agent  of  the  manufacturers.  These  prices 
were  slightly  higher  than  those  quoted  by  the  London  agency  for  the 
same  or  similar  products.  This  makes  it  appear  that  American 
goods  may  be  purchased  more  cheaply  through  London  agencies 
than  direct  from  the  United  States. 


The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards,  which  has  just  issued  a 
report  on  the  difi'erence  in  weight  between  raw  and  clean  wool,  an- 
nounces that  copies  of  this  publication,  Technologic  Paper  No.  57, 
will  be  mailed  to  any  interested  person  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of 
Standards,  Washington,  D.  G.  Kesults  of  an  investigation  of  the 
loss  of  weight  of  raw  wool  when  it  ia  scoured  or  cleaned  are  presented^ 
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BEAOY-UASE  CIOTHINa  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[CoQEnil  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Aug.  17.] 

There  is  a  growing  demand  in  New  Zealand  for  factory-made 
clothing  for  men^  women,  and  children,  and  the  tailor  shops  are  suf- 
fering. In  1910,  being  the  latest  date  for  which  figures  are  obtain- 
able, thero  were  196,8'25  suits  manufactured  in  clothing  factories  in 
this  Dominion,  94,249  dozen  shirts,  and  355,445  other  garments,  of  a 
total  value  of  $683,364,  against  101,113  suits,  45,239  dozen  shirts,  and 
27,985  other  garments,  at  a  total  value  of  $328,917,  for  1905.  The 
war  has  caused  ^ew  Zealanders  to  economize  until  the  demand  for 
ready-made  clothing  has  increased  very  materially.  In  consequence 
the  tailoring  business  is  very  dull,  with  not  much  promise  for  the 
future. 


The  imports  of  ready-made  clothing  greatly  increased  during  the 
four  years  ending  with  1913,  as  shown  from  the  following  table : 


1910 

1911 

1913 

1913 

93,907,989 

t4,fi42,391 

S5, OSS, 780 

35,680,211 

27,2(12 

Id, 230 

35,632 

27,490 

66.932 

47,492 

52,373 

43,818 

24,045 

47,350 

47,862 

68,413 

United  States: 

78,531 

131,449 

116,348 

158,684 

7,fU» 

16,«.S3 

16,247 

46,470 

1,518 

1,727 

6,258 

7,387 

.  The  imports  of  ready-made  clothing  for  the  first  five  months  of 
1916  were  valued  at  $2,030,460,  against  $2,932,164  for  the  same  period 
of  1914.  This  decline  was  due  to  the  impossibility  of  the  English 
manufacturers  supplying  the  demand  and  the  lack  of  American  con- 
nections to  supply  the  trade  and  the  general  disposition  to  economize 
at  this  time  by  wearing  out  old  clothes. 

The  duty  on  ready-made  clothing  is  the  same  from  all  countries — > 
25  per  cent. 

It  would  seem  that  here  is  a  splendid  opening  for  American  ready- 
made  clothing,  if  tiie  field  be  canvassed,  since  the  European  supply 
is  so  largely  cut  off.  American  styles,  with  a  few  modifications^  might 
take  wen  here,  and  a  fine,  permanent  business  be  built  up.  With  this 
in  view,  I  am  forwarding  a  list  of  dealers  in  position  to  handle  such 
lines,  and  I  believe  it  would  pay  to  send  samples  with  prices  and, 
when  possible,  an  expert  to  study  conditions  and  arrange  for  agents. 

[The  list  may  b«  bad  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
Its  branchea  Befer  to  file  66,005.] 

"UEHO  CHAROE"  ON  SAMPLES. 

[CoDOal  I'anl  II.  Foster,  3ere«  de  la  Frontera,  Spain.  Aog.  14.1 

It  is  suggested  that  where  samples  are  forwarded  to  prospective 
customers  on  "  memo  charge  "  sheets,  where  no  actual  charge  is  in- 
tended, that  this  should  be  clearly  stated.  The  writer  had  an  experi- 
ence recently  with  a  Spanish  merchant  who  was  highly  indignant  at 
being  charged  for  samples.  "All  samples  that  I  receive  from  other 
countries  are  free."  A  glance  at  his  bill,  and  it  was  explained  to  him 
that  no  payment  was  expected  for  the  samples,  but  tnat  it  was  the 
manufacturer's  method  of  retaining  a  record  of  samples  sent.  Many 
each  misunderstandings  would  be  avoided  by  clearly  stating,  in  the 
language  of  the  country,  the  purpose  of  the  invmce  in  such  cases. 
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BAHX  OF  TAPAH  XAKEfl  BSPOST. 

[Bxtract  from  Japan  TlmM  at  Ads.  24,  bj  Consul  General  GMige  H.  Bddmon^ 

xdEobama.] 

The  bank  of  Japan  held  a  general  meeting  on  August  21,  1915* 
•The  chairman  presented  the  report  on  the  business  for  the  past  half 
year,  and,  after  having  it  approved  by  the  meeting,  lecommended 
the  following  profit  and  loss  account : 


Net  profit  for  the  term  |1, 374.  G21. 95 

Bronght  over  from  last  account   1. 029, 783. 41 


Total   2, 404, 355. 3« 

To  be  distributed : 

Ordinary  dividends  at  6  per  cent  per  anaam   5G0, 250. 00 

Reserve     240,  000.  00 

For  depreclatlou  in  properties   4,  980. 00 

Bonuses  for  officers  and  social  expenses   81. 174. 00 

Secondary  dividends  at  6  per  cent  per  annum   560, 250. 00 

Carried  forward  to  next  account   948, 701. 30 


As  may  be  seen  in  the  account  just  quoted,  some  items  were  sac- 
rificed to  maintain  the  usual  rate  of  dividends  in  spite  of  the  rather 
poor  result  of  business  obtained  for  tiie  term.  Compared  with  the 
preceding  term  there  is  a  decrease  of  $1,992  in  bonuses  and  social 
expenses  and  of  $81,032  in  the  balance  carried  forward,  for  example. 
Perhaps  because  of  the  high  rate  of  discount  having  been  maintained 
in  the  teeth  of  the  slackening  tendency  in  the. money  market  on  one 
hand  and  of  the  disturbances  attending  the  war  on  the  other  there  is 
an  all-round  falling  off  in  the  items  m  the  accounts  presented.  In 
the  first  place,  under  the  profit  head  tliere  is  a  decrease  of  $286,848 
in  the  receipts  from  advances  of  $70,716  in  interest  on  Government 
bonds,  $85,050  in  receipts  from  discounting  paper,  and  of  varying 
ma^itude  in  all  other  items,  thus  bringing  up  the  total  loss  in 
receipts  to  $343,012.  But  as  tne  result  of  retrenching  expenses  and 
other  items  under  loss  heads  the  net  loss  in  the  accounts  is  brou^t 
down  to  $18,571. 


A  NEW  BAKX  FOB  FOBEION  TRADE. 

The  establishment  of  a  new  banlring  institution  under  the  name  of 
the  Mercantile  Bank  of  the  Americas,  with  offices  in  New  York, 
marks  a  step  in  advance  in  the  matter  of  providing  adequate  facilities 
for  the  financing  of  our  foreign  trade.  It  has  an  authorized  capital 
of  $5,000,000,  of  which,  at  the  beginninft  of  operations,  $400,000  has 
been  paid  ui>,  in  addition  to  which  there  is  a  cash  surplus  of  $100,000. 
The  shares  issued  have  been  taken  in  equal  proportions  by  two  im- 
portant private  banking  houses. 

This  bank  is  organized  to  carry  on  a  commercial  banking  business 
in  and  with  the  Latin-American  Republics,  especially  Central 
America,  Venezuela,  Colombia,  Ecuador,  and  Peru,  where  it  is 
understood  that  active  arrangements  are  now  being  made  for  the 
appointment  of  agents.  It  is  proposed  to  conduct  operations  on  the 
same  lines  as  has  been  done  for  many  years  by  European  institutions 
of  a  similar  character  in  the  same  regions. 

The  prime  object  is  to  proWde  financial  and  other  facilities  in  con- 
nection with  American  trade  to  and  from  Central  and  South  America. 

Digitized  by  Google 


GOUHBBGB  BEPOBTS. 


61 


TSHEZUEUUT  COHHEBCE  BEVXVJJIO. 


[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Oualra,  8^t  2.1 

The  manner  in  which  Venezuelan  commerce  is  adjusting  itself  to 
changed  conditions  may  be  seen  from  the  following  figures  for  La 
Guaira.  Trade  was  by  no  means  good  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1914,  but  imports,  nevertheless,  amounted  to  20,000,000  bolivars 
(bolivar=$0.193).  In  the  next  six  months  this  shrank  to  7,000,000, 
and  for  the  first  half  of  1915  it  has  again  increased  to  16,000,000. 
Comparing  figures  for  the  first  six  months  of  1914  and  1915  it  is  seen 
that  American  sales  increased  from  6,000,000  bolivars  in  the  former 
period  to  almost  10,000,000  in  the  latter.  While  before  the  war  the 
United  States  supplied  30  per  cent  of  La  Gnaira's  imports,  it  is  now 
supplying  62i  per  cent. 

Export  trade  to  the  United  States  shows  an  even  greater  rate  of 
increase.  The  exports  to  tiiat  country  during  the  first  six  months  of 
1915  were  more  than  twice  as  great  as  for  any  entire  year  before. 
The  declared  export  returns  from  the  La  Guaira  consulate  show 
these  figures: 


Artlclas. 


Jiily-Dec., 
1914. 


Jui.-Jun«, 
1915. 


Articles. 


July-Dec., 
i»l4. 


Jan  .-June, 

ms. 


Balata  

Bones  

Books  

CsbodiUa  

CoeoA  

Coffee  

Copper,  otd  

CjrluidMS,  empty 

Gold  

Hidfli  uid  skins: 
Calf.  


(4,788 
212 
303 
7,438 
165,408 
57,35S 
315 
743 
21,063 

U 


11,268,610 
161,594 
218 
2,159 


Bides  and  skim— Con. 

Catlto  

Deer  

Ooot  

Pe&rls  

Rubber,  tAd  

Sugu  


100,789 

4,93» 

6,295 


86 
11,606 


1147,569 
0,621 
4,745 
2,683 
3IB 


rrotai. 


377,  «3 


1,694,809 
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AHEBICAir  TBADE  EXTENSION  IN  PEBSU. 

A  Persian  firm's  desire  to  purchase  leather,  copper  sheets,  and 
bar  solder  was  made  known  in  the  United  States  through  the  Trade 
Opportunity  page  of  Commerce  Heports  and  through  a  confidential 
circular  supplied  to  American  dealers  in  these  wares  by  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Vice  Consul  Kalph  H.  Bader, 
of  Teheran,  who  transmitted  the  original  information,  has  now 
forwarded  a  letter  from  the  inquiring  firm,  which  is  self-explana- 
tory: 

We  take  tbls  opportunity  of  tendering  to  yoa  oar  tbnnks  for  having  enabled 
as  to  receive  so  many  responses  to  our  inquiry  for  leather  sfimplea  and  for 
solder  and  sheet  copper.  During  the  past  week  we  have  received  over  a 
hniidred  letters  and  sauiples  from  American  Arms,  and  these  are  now  engaging 
our  most  careful  coDsideratlon. 

In  addition  to  the  above  commodities  It  may  interest  yoa  to  learn  that  there 
is  an  iDcreaslDg  demand  for  silver  In  Persia,  and  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  business 
In  this  direction  may  also  ensue;  bnt  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  erer- 
rlslng  exchange  quotations  are  having  a  very  serious  efltect  on  the  trade  o£ 
Persia,  owing  to  the  high  prices  which  Persian  merchants  are  called  upon  to 
pay  for  foreign  goods  through  depreciation  of  the  local  currency. 

The  vice  consul  adds:  "With  the  close  of  the  present  Euro^au 
conflict,  Persia  should  become  a  fertile  field  for  the  sale  of  American 
manufactured  products." 
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FUB^EAL  CSS8UB  SHOW  DTCKEASE. 

A  census  of  the  seals  pesorting  to  the  Pribilof  Islands  has  been 
taken  by  the  resident  officials  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fish- 
erves.  The  first  paH  was  made  ai  the  height  of  the  harem  formation, 
in  July.  From  the  preliminary  figures  that  have  been  received  by 
wirdesB  messages  it  appears  that  the  number  of  harems  on  St.  Paul 
li^and  tills  season  was  1,769,  against  1,316  in  1914,  an  increaae  of  85 
per  cent;  while  cm  St.  Greorge  Zdiand  the  number  of  harems  increaied 
from  243  in  1914  to  362,  or  49  per  cent  The  numb^  of  idle  bulls  on. 
St  Paul  Island  this  year  was  546  and  on  St  George  Mand  127, 
making  a  total  for  bow  islands  of  673,  an  increase  of  501  over  1914. 

The  second-part  count,  made  early  in  August,  was  addressed  to 
the  pups.  The  number  of  pups  born  this  year  was  86,137  on  St.  Paul 
Island  and  15,389  on  St.  George  Island,  a  total  of  103,526.  The 
births  this  year  exceeded  those  of  last  year  by  10,276,  or  11  per  cent 
The  number  of  dead  pups  fouad  was  1,1610,  or  1.7  per  cent,  indicating 
no  abnonnal  nwrtality  among  either  the  pups  or  tbxar  mothers.  Ths 
average  number  of  cows  per  narem  this  year,  calculated  by  dividing 
the  tdal  number  of  pups  born  (equivalent  to  the  number  of  breed- 
ing cows)  by  the  total  number  of  harems,  was  46.  In  1914  it  was 
59.8;  in  1913, 65.6';  and  in  1912,  60.4. 

These  figures  indicate  that  the  Alaskan  seal  herd  at  the  end  of  the 
breeding  season  of  1915  consisted  of  approzimatdy  a  tiilrd  of  a 
million  animals  of  both  sexes  and  i^l  ages,  an  increase  of  about 
40,000  over  1914. 

The  killing  of  seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  was  restricted  in  1914, 
tlirou^  provisions  of  existing  law,  to  such  numbers  of  male  seals  as 
were  needed  to  supply  food  for  the  native  inhabitants.  The  Secretary 
of  Commerce  fixed  upon  3,500  as  the  maximum  number  which  might 
properly  be  killed  for  that  purpose.  There  were  1,764  seals  killed  on 
St  Paul  Island  and  971  oo  St  George  I^aod.  The  aimual  shipment 
of  fur-seal  skins,  to  the  number  of  2,884,  was  made  in  October,  and 
because  of  the  depression  in  the  fur  trade  these  skins,  whieh  had  been 
farwftrded  to  St  Ltouis,  moaioed  unsold  at  tine  end  of  tiie  year. 


jQSVITS  07  TBABE-XXTEHSIOff  WOfiE. 

[From  Vice  Consul  .Jobs  M.  Waxdrop.  SuBdeJcan.  ErlUBh  North  Borjieo,  July  16.] 

During  the  past  quarter  the  efforts  instituted  laat  year  in  the  mat- 
ter of  trying  to  arrange  direct  shipments  of  rattan  from  this  country 
to  the  United  States  have  been  continued.  As  a  result  an  initial 
^pmfflLt,  eome  25  long  tons  in  weight,  was  dispatched  from  here  in 
June  via  Hongkong.  Amoigements  are  now  in  line  for  further 
exports,  and  all  the  iiKiicati<m9  go  to  &ow  thai  this  business  wiU 
probably  become  a  permanent  one. 

The  rattan  is  bought  here  by  weight  in  Straits  Settlements  cur- 
rency, while  the  freight  from  here  to  Hongkong,  and  the  tranship- 
ment expenses  there,  are  paid  in  Mexican  currency,  and  after  that 
the  freight  is  based  on  measurement  and  payable  in  sterling.  ITiis 
will  serve  to  show  that,  ajiart  from  tlie  freight  difficulties,  this  has 
not  been  an  easy  matter  to  arrange,  but  as  the  greatest  trouble  is 
always  with  the  initial  shipment  the  probabilities  are  tliat  things  wiU 
impi-ove  from  now  on. 
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znrc  AHD  GOAL  FRostrcnoir  of  bseslaxt  sistbigt. 

[Consul  Harry  G.  Seltser,  Breslaa,  Germany,  Aug.  14.] 

.  The  Hohenlohewerke  A,  G.  is  one  of  tlie  most  important  mining 
(Siteri^ises  in  the  Breslau  consular  district.  Its  annual  report,  re- 
coitly  issued,  shows  that  during  the  fiscal  year  1914^-15,  the  two  zinc 
ore  mines,  Brzosowitz  and  Neue  Helcne,  produced  283,512  metric 
tons  of  calamine-blend  against  394,037  tons  in  the  preceding  year; 
the  amount  of  calamine  and  blend  treated  or  dressed  was  396,918 
tons  as  compared  with  431,837  tons.  Out  of  this  there  were  pro- 
duced 131,021  tons  of  zinc  ore,  lead  ore,  and  iron  pyrites,  against 
173,862  tons  in  1913-14.  The  Hohenlohe  corporation  again  handled 
75  per  cent  of  the  total  production  of  the  Brzosowitz  mine  and  85 
per  cent  of  the  production  of  the  Xeue  Heloie  mine;  the  rest  was  sold 
in  the  adjacent  districts. 

Output  of  Fnniacei  and  Boiling  Hills. 

The  zinc  furnaces  produced  23,825  tons  of  pig  zinc,  2,731  tons  of 
zinc  dust,  380  tons  of  soft  lead,  and  3,520  kuos  (7,760  pounds)  of 
cadmium,  as  compared  with  36,324  tons  of  pig  zmc,  2,654  tons  of 
zinc  dust,  624  tons  of  soft  lead,  and  3,673  kilos  (8,098  pounds)  of 
cadmium  in  1913-14.  The  corporation  erected  several  new  furnaces 
for  the  j^roduction  of  refined  zinc  during  the  second  half  of  the  year. 

The  zinc  plate  rolling  mills  produced  7,867  tons  of  sheet  zinc,  of 
which  7,778  tons  were  sold,  as  compared  with  a  production  of  10,559 
tons  in  the  preceding  year.  The  roasting  furnaces  produced  54,206 
tons  of  calamine-blend,  as  compared  with  82,960  tons  last  year,  and 
12,777  tons  of  sulphuric  acid,  as  against  11,476  in  the  prece<Ung  year. 

BmiA  Coal  and  Briquet*— ImproTements  Contemplated. 

The  five  coal  mines  of  the  corporation  produced  1,591,080  tons  of 
hard  coal,  against  2,082,480  tons  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  this 
amount  336,762  tons  were  consumed,  against  405,438  in  the  preceding 
year;  and  1,243,632,  as  compared  with  1,689,407  tons,  were  sold. 
There  were  manufactured  38,950  tons  of  briquets,  of  which  36,769 
tons  were  sold,  as  compared  with  29,937  tons  manufactured  and 
28^023  tons  sold  in  the  preceding  year. 

Improvements  are  contemplated  at  each  of  the  five  coal  mines 
looking  toward  a  greater  production  and  more  satisfactory  working 
conditions.  Old  uiafts  are  to  be  extended  and  new  ones  oponca. 
More  powerful  electrical  machinery  is  also  to  be  installed. 


SEIFFING  AOBEEUEirr  ON  SOTTFH  AKEBIGAH  TBADE. 

[Connl  G«ncral  Ernest  L.  Tlnrrla,  Stockholm,  Sept.  1.] 

According  to  advices  received,  the  Swedish  Rederi-AB.  Nord- 
stjeman  and  the  Norwegian  South  American  Steamship  Co.  have 
formed  a  compact  on  the  freight- carrying  trade  between  the  Scandi- 
navian countries  and  the  River  Plate. 

The  Norwegian  line,  which  has  been  formed  and  launched  by  some 
of  the  most  prominent  business  men  in  Christiania,  has  agreed,  it  is 
stated,  to  refrain  from  entering  Swedish  ports,  providing  the  Bederi- 
AB.  Nordstjeman  also  keeps  clear  of  Norwegian  ports. 

It  is  thought  that  the  object  is  to  counteract  the  threatening  com- 
petition of  Danish  steamship  lines. 
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m  mXED-BEEF  INDUSEUX  DT  SOUTUKUK  yRATTTt 

[CoDBQl  Oeneral  Alfred  X<,  Horeaa  GottacbAlk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Ang.  20.] 

With  the  marked  interest  now  being  shown  in  meat  packing  in 
Brazil  and  the  growing  enthusiasm  for  cattle  raising  that  is  observ- 
able in  many  parts  of  the  country,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  Brazil 
has  for  many  years  been  manufacturing  and  producing  very  large 
quantities  of  the  salt  beef  known  locally  as  "xarqne."  It  is  the  same 
product  as  the  "tasajo"  of  the  Spanisifi  Americas,  the  "biltong"  oi 
South  Africa,  the  "  viande  boucan^  "  of  the  French  West  Indies,  or 
the  "  jwked  beef  "  of  our  early  frontier  settlementa 

Only  fragmentary  data  as  to  the  total  producticm  of  the  country  are 
available,  but  one  of  the  chief  cattle-raising  States  of  the  Brazilian 
Eepublic,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  which  has  the  advantage  of  being  on 
the  seaboard  .ind  possesses,  therefore,  easy  exporting  facilities,  has 
recently  furnished  figures  that  are  of  considerable  interest. 


Qnanti^  and  Value  of  Trodnctloii — Priees  at  Seat  of  Trodnotlon  and  at  Alo. 

This  State  produced  and  sold  during  the  five  years  1909  to  1913 
as  follows  (values  are  in  United  States  currency) : 


Tean. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

113,93S,1«) 
IM,MS.9I5 

131,098,757 
1S3, 334,985 
141,337,610 

$8,0aO,4T3 
7,aiU,735 
8.514,108 
10.206,4(0 
10^374,74. 

During  the  last  of  these  years  (1913)  prices  per  kilo  (2.2046 
pounds)  were  locally  as  follows  in  the  various  towns  in  the  State : 


Townf.  - 

Fries. 

Toww. 

PrIoa. 

.305 

.am 

.097 

•a  087 

.097 

.m 

.139 

These  prices,  of  course,  are  those  of  the  seat  of  production,  not  the 
market  prices  in  other  cities,  which  huve  varied  with  supply  and 
demand. 


The  local  internal-revenue  tax  of  the  State  of  Eio  Grande  do  Sul 
on  salted  beef  produced  in  1913  was  $326,649  in  United  States  cur- 
rency. 

The  maximum  freight  rates  that  have  prevailed  are  said  to  have 
been  the  following:  For  Rio  de  Janeiro,  by  sea  from  Rio  Grande, 
about  $10  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange ;  across  the  frontier,  about 
$13.33;  to  Pemambuco  by  sen,  nbont  $11.50;  to  Bahia  by  sea,  about 
$11.75;  across  the  frontier,  about  $14.50. 

The  selling  prices  of  xarquc  (salted  beef)  during  the  past  four 
years  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  are  given  as  follows,  per  kilo  (2.2046 
pounds) : 


YCML 

Iftnhniim, 

lAlZfDlllJII* 

90.1S5 

.ISS 
.272 
.259 

t0.3Si 
.817 
.401 
.173 
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I<!(ttnl  SIdhttB  Bniwaeni,  Brno  Paulo.  Aw.  1.] 
Oyealng  <rf  GontlBesfal  Piodneta  Co.,  ol  OLo  Fanlo. 

The  last  few  years  have  witnessed  in  the  south  of  Brazil  a  rapid 
development  of  the  meat  and  hide  trade.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  has  long 
been  raiown  as  a  cattle  section,  large  quantities  of  hides  and  animal 
products  yearly  finding  their  way  to  the  United  States  and  other 
markets.  This  great  cattle  section  has  gradually  extended  north- 
ward, and  the  pasture  lands  at  Parana,  Sao  Paulo,  and  Matto  Grosso 
have  been  found  exceptionally  suited  to  cattle  raising.  This  industry 
at  present  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  great  sources  of  income  of 
this  section  of  Brazil. 

Only  a  few  years  ago  the  Brazil  Land,  Cattle  &  Packing  Co.,  an 
American  firm,  began  the  purchase  of  randies  and  the  importation  of 
American  cattle  for  breeding  purposes.  A  little  later  the  Companhia 
Frigorifica  e  Pastoril,  an  adjunct  of  the  Paulista  Railway  Co.,'  es- 
tablished at  Barretos  a  large  slaughterhouse  and  frozen-meat  plant. 

Reali^ig  the  future  of  the  industry  here,  the  Continental  Products 
Co.  began  in  1913  the  erection  of  a  large  refrigerating  plant  at 
Osasco,  a  small  town  on  the  Sorocabana  Railway,  about  10  miles 
from  Sao  Paulo.  Work  on  the  plant  was  delayed  by  reason  of  the 
loss  of  a  large  amount  of  machinery  on  the  steamship  Santa  Cath- 
ariria^  sunk  off  the  coast  of  Brazil.  All  the  machinery  came  from  the 
United  States,  and  the  plant  was  constructed  by  American  engineers. 
Deierlptloit  of  Plant — InanlBcietit  Tonnage  a  Handicap. 

The  plant  was  completed  in  March  and  opened  recently.  It  has 
a  capacity  of  800  bead  a  day.  It  is  built  (Hi  the  unit  system,  and 
can  at  any  time  be  extended  without  interfering  with  operations, 
and  withnit  additional  labor  cost  in  the  handling  of  the  various 
producta  Great  attention  has  been  paid  to  sanitary  requirements, 
and  the  plant  is  one  of  the  most  modem  yet  constructed. 

The  products  will  be  exported  to  the  United  States  and  to  Europe, 
accordmg  to  the  demands  of  the  foreign  markets.  Several  ship- 
ments of  frozen  meat  have  already  been  made.  The  company  is 
embarrassed  at  present  because  of  the  fact  that  sufficient  space  can 
not  be  found  on  steamers  for  the  transport  of  its  products,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  this  will  be  rranedied  in  the  near  future. 

The  local  manager  is  Mr.  Leopold  Plant,  and  the  purchasing  agent 
Mr.  Maurice  Silverman.  The  address  of  both  is  Alameda  Cleveland, 
Na  44,  Sao  Paulo. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  Moreaa  Oottflcbalk,  Bio  de  Jandto,  Aog.  20.1 
Tke  CmpaaUa  Trlvorlioa  e  faatorlL 

The  Companhia  Frigorifica  e  Pastoril,  referred  to  in  the  above 
report  by  Consul  Summers,  was  formed  in  1910  at  Sao  Paulo;  Its 
capital  is  said  to  have  been  $1,000,000,  which  was  increased  in  1912 
to  $1,666,667.  The  concern  held  a  40-year  concession  from  the  muni- 
cipality of  Barretos  to  build  and  exploit  a  municipal  slaughter- 
house and  use  chilling  processes  in  the  preservation  of  meat.  Bar- 
retos, the  scene  of  the  company's  enterprise,  is  about  10  hours  by  rail 
from  Sao  Paulo,  in  one  of  the  best  natural  grazing  zones  in  Brazil. 

The  slaughtering  capacity  of  the  establi^ment  is  400  head  of  neat 
cattle  and  400  sheep  or  swine  per  day.  The  company  acquired  a  total 
of  368,000  acres  ox  pasture,  at  a  cost  said  to  have  been  $403,933.  It 
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has  now  in  the  cit^  of  Sao  Paulo  a  packing  house  near  the  Sao 
Paulo  Railway  station,  for  distributing  purposes,  with  three  freezing 
rooms  capable  of  holding  1,200  carcasses  each.  It  was  intended  to 
put  up  a  similar  depot  and  distributing  establishment  at  Santos  for 
the  company's  export  trade,  but  here  so  determined  an  opposition  was 
encountered  that  the  plan  of  acquiring  land  and  erecting  a  building 
in  the  port  itself  was  given  up.  In  lieu  of  this  the  company  obtained 
from  Buenos  Aires  a  large  Earner,  the  Rothsay,  which  was  turned 
into  a  floating  packing  house.  It  is  described  as  double-decked,  con- 
taining four  chilling  rooms,  with  a  capacity  of  2,507  cubic  yards 
and  a  holding  capacity  of  1,900  carcasses.  There  are  aboard  two 
large  steam  ammonia  compressors.  The  ship  is  lighted  throughout 
by  electricity. 

The  company  reports  that  in  June  and  July  of  this  year  it  exported 
through  the  port  of  Santos  2,000  tons  of  refrigerated  meatj  valued 
at  $5(X),000.  According  to  a  statement  recently  attributed  to  one  of 
Uie  concern's  most  prominent  directors,  the  future  of  the  chilled- 
meat  industry  in  Brazil  depends  wholly  on  two  factors:  First,  the 
fostering  of  production  in  the  country,  which  can  be  accomplished 
only  by  care  of  the  ran^,  the  planting  of  suitable  pastures,  and  the 
encouragement  of  individual  propert^f  owners;  ana,  second,  proper 
care  and  supervision  of  cattle  quarantines. 

[Reports  on  the  Jerked-beef  industry  of  Umgaay  published  In  Dally  Con- 
sular and  Trade  Iteports  for  June  27, 1911,  Har.  16, 1912,  and  June  24, 1912.] 


B£KOTE  UASKETS  EEACHES  THBOITOH  GOHSTJIS. 

[Cotuul  Oeorie  A.  Chamberlain,  Lonrcnco  Marqneo,  Portu^uew  Bast  Africa.] 

At  a  post  so  remote  as  Lourenco  Marques  from  the  United  States, 
propaganda  for  the  introduction  of  any  given  article  must  continue 
for  a  period  of  at  least  a  year  before  the  preliminaries  in  the  way  of 
business  connections  can  be  settled  and  sales  appear  in  statistical 
returns.  When  such  sales  are  effected,  those  of  which  the  consulate 
has  any  knowled^  naturally  fall  into  one  of  two  classes:  (1)  Gov- 
ernment importations  that  have  been  brought  about  or  aided  by  the 
action  of  the  consulate  or  (2)  private  purchases  reported  to  this 
office  by  the  importers  themselves  as  having  been  due  to  the  initiative 
of  the  consulate. 

Among  the  more  important  of  the  Government  purchases  of 
American  goods  for  which  this  office  may  claim  credit  are  a  dredge 
for  the  Port  of  Quelimane,  value  $21,000;  a  coal-handling  plant, 
value  approximately  $200,000;  steel  rails  (delivery  not  completed 
yet) ;  two  locomotives,  value  $50,000;  and  a  dredge  for  the  Port  of 
Lourenco  Marques,  to  be  delivered  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over,  value 
$100,000.  General  importations  traceable  to  the  influence  of  this 
consulate  covered  a  wide  range  of  Americnn  commodities  and  in- 
cluded agricultural  machinery  valued  at  $5,000 ;  20  steel  wheel  farm 
trucks,  value  $1,000;  a  carload  of  wall  board;  $2,000  worth  of  flour; 
trial  orders  for  linoleum,  scales,  and  electrical  goods;  $10,000  worth 
of  cube  sugar,  beer,  flour,  and  barley;  and  a  $4,300  order  for  boots, 
shoes,  lacers,  and  socks. 
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FSEHGH  lUBEET  VOTL  STAFUNO-MAOHnTE  VIBE. 

tTlce  Cottml  De  Witt  C.  Poole,        Paris.  Sept.  3.] 

American  manufacturers  may  be  able  to  develop  in  France  a' 
small  market  for  American  stapling-machine  wire  for  use  in  book- 
binding, etc.  It  is  estimated  that  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  tlie 
annual  consumption  of  this  wire  in  France  was  between  750  and 
800  metric  t<ms  of  2^04.6  pounds  each.  It  was  fumistwd  princi- 
pally by  German  manufacturers.  One  French  manufacturer 
(lAoeye,  of  Meximieux,  Department  of  Rhone,  near  Lyon)  had 
had  some  success  in  the  face  of  German  competition,  because  of  the 
low  price  of  his  article.  This  house  has  now  closed  down.  Stocks 
of  German  wire  are  exhaused.  The  supply  that  can  be  had  at  pres- 
ent comes  principally  from  a  small  French  plant  in  the  Jura  and 
from  Birmmsham,  England.  One  firm  in  Birmingham  is  supply- 
ing considerable  quantities  of  round  wire,  but  there  is  a  perceptible 
scarcity  of  flat  and  flattened  wire.  Recently  there  have  been  im- 
ports n^tjm  Switzerland. 

Kimdi  of  M^chlaea  Vsed — Prioei  of  Wire. 

The  gauge  and  form  of  the  wire  vary  according  to  the  machines 
in  which  it  is  used.  These  machines  are  almost  exclusively  of  Ger- 
man manufacture.  The  best  known  are  those  of  Gel»ruder  Brehmer, 
of  Xieipzig;  Karl  Krause,  Preusse  &  Co.,  and  A.  Albrecht;  also  La 
Saxonne  and  the  Regina.  Gebriider  Brehmer  had  their  own  house 
in  Paris  before  the  war  and  the  other  makes  all  had  representatives 
here.  The  only  well-known  Frokch  make  is  a  hand  machine  (Lotz, 
51  Bue  d'Hauteville,  Paris). 

It  is  said  that  there  are  more  than  $5,000,000  worth  of  the 
Brehmer  machines  in  use  in  France,  and  that  this  house  furnished, 
before  the  war,  from  one-fourth  to  one-third  of  all  the  wire  used  in 
this  country  on  their  own  and  other  machines.-  . 

The  wire  is  round,  round  flattened,  or  flat.  The  German  wire, 
which  was  in  almost  exclusive  use  before  the  war,  was  imported 
round  or  flat,  the  flattened  being  made  from  the  round  wire  by 
drawing  it  through  a  special  machine.  The  wire  is  tinned,  galvan- 
ized, or  coppered.  The  coppered  is  used  only  for  cheap  work. 

Selling  prices  to  large  consumers  before  the  war  were  as  follows, 
per  100  pounds:  No.  20,  $7.88:  No.  21,  $7.88;  No.  22,  $8.80;  Na  23, 
$9.68;  No.  24,  $10.12;  No.  25,  $10.56;  No.  26,  $11.43;  No.  28,  $12.74; 
No.  30,  $16.68;  flattened  wire,  No.  1,  $11.43;  No.  2,  $10,56;  No.  3, 
$9.68;  Na  4^  $9.68. 

Flat  wire  is  also  used  in  different  sizes,  the  most  usual  being  of 
8-millimeters  (0.11811-inch)  width. 

The  wires  most  in  use  are  Nos.  25,  26,  and  28.  The  German  wire 
■was  anported  in  large  coils  measuring  16  to  18  inches  in  .diameter, 
packed  in  casks  lined  with  waterproof  tarred  paper.  These  coils 
were  received  by  the  local  agents  oi  the  manufacturers  who  sold  the 
stapling  machines,  and  by  them  the  wire  was  put  on  small  reels, 
each  holding  2  to  2^  kilos  (4.4  to  5.5  pounds)  and  furnished  to  the 
consumers  in  this  form. 

A  gauge  and  sample  card  of  the  French  firm  of  Labeye,  mentioned 
above,  is  transmitted  with  this  report  [and  will  be  loaned  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Refer  to  file  No. 
66177]. 
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CONSITLAB  ADTESTISINO  AIDS  AKEBZCAN  TRADE. 

[Consol  Maxwell  K.  Uoorhcad,  Rangoon,  Burma,  Aug.  9.1 

Commencing  July  1,  1915,  the  Rangoon  consulate  adopted  the 
policy  of  having  inquiries  from  American  firms  in  regard  to  the 
extension  of  their  trade  in  Burma  printed  in  pamphlet  form  and 
distributed  among  local  dealers  and  importers.  The  idea  of  pub- 
lishing the^  inquiries  was  obtained  from  Consul  General  Anderson 
at  Hongkong.  [Advertising  in  connection  with  trade-extension  work 
is  resorted  to  by  many  American  consular  officers.  For  recent  refer- 
ences to  this  form  of  publicity  see  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports 
for  Dec.  14, 1014,  ana  Commerce  Beforts  for  Aug.  26  and  Sept.  14, 
1915.]  These  pamphlets  read  somewhat  as  follows: 
Speoimen  Trade  Notices. 

AlfBBICAN  C!0N8UUTE.  RANGOON. 
TBADE-INQ0IET  LIBT  HO.  8. 

Rangoon  Importers  and  exporters  are  invited  to  correspond  witli  American 
firms  Beeklng  Rangoon  connections  as  listed  below: 

No.  24.  Brntth  indicator  for  typi»t8.~Tbe  Smith  Indicator  Co.,  326  West 
Monroe  Street,  Racine,  Wi&,  seeks  a  Rangoon  agent  for  Its  Indicator  whtcli 
automatically  twlnte  out  and  follows  the  Hues  or  notes  to  be  copied  from  note- 
book, form  letter,  .report  sheets,  etc.  Price  list  and  descriptive  pamphlet  on 
file  In  the  consulate. 

No.  95.  Paper  totcels  and  toilet  paper. — The  Jones  Paper  Co.,  Twelfth  and 
Oleuwood  Avenue,  Dubuque,  la.,  seeks  an  agent  iu  Rangoon  for  the  sale  of  Its 
paper  towels,  napkins,  and  table  cloths,  and  toHet  paper,  Catalogue  and  samples 
on  file  In  consulate. 

All  those  interested  in  the  above  inquiries  are  requested  to  inform  the  Ameri- 
can consulate,  Rangoon,  where  there  are  In  addition  on  file  catalogues  and 
American  trade  publications.  The  public  is  cordially  invited  to  make  use  of 
the  commercial  reading  room  in  the  consulate,  and  to  Inform  the  eonsulate 
when  they  are  In  the  market  for  American  products  or  wish  to  export  Barma 
produce. 

Brought  Hew  AflquaintanoeB — ^Frlees  an  EueatiaL 

Up  to  the  present,  three  such  lists  have  been  published,  comprising 
95  inquiries.  Rangoon  firms  have  reported  to  the  consulate  their 
interest  in  25  of  these,  and  it  is  probable  that  many  other  dealers 
have  written  direct  to  Ajnerican  firms.  These  lists  have  more  than 
justified  their  publication,  and  will  no  doubt  be  of  great  assistance 
in  the  extension  of  trade  in  this  district.  A  numb^  of  merchants 
who  have  never  imported  American  goods  and  whose  names  were 
not  on  the  mailing  list  of  the  consulate,  having  heard  of  the  publica- 
tion of  the  trade-inquiry  lists,  have  applied  for  copies. 

The  trade-inquiry  lists  would  be  of  much  more  value  if  American 
exporters  would  always  send  along  with  their  inquiries  illustrated 
catalogues  and  prices  c.  i.  f.  Rangoon.  Trade  discounts  should  also 
be  furnished.  Catalogues  without  price  lists  and  discounts  are  prac- 
tically useless.  Recently  a  hardware  dealer,  seeking  information  as 
to  wire  nails,  called  at  the  consulate,  but,  unfortunately,  the  cata- 
logues on  file  were  without  prices.  This  dealer  stated  that  if  he 
could  have  obtained  prices  an  order  would  have  been  sent  at  once. 
It  will  take  three  months  to  get  a  quotation  from  the  United  States 
by  mail  and  at  least  another  four  months  before  the  goods  could 
arrive  in  Rangoon,  or  seven  montlis  from  the  date  of  writing  for 
prices.  Supplies  can  be  obtained  from  England  in  one-fourth  this 
time. 
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Delayci  ShtpMsfi— Ore  f«r  Sftle. 

A  prominent  Bangoon  merchant  complained  that  American  ex- 
porters were  very  glow  in  making  shipments  and  often  failed  to 
notify  the  foreign  buyer  of  date  and  route  of  shipment.  This  mer- 
chant stated  that  on  March  28, 1015^  he  ordered  through  a  traveling 
salesnan  of  a  New  Yprh  commission  house  several  rotary  pumps 
and  that  up  to  August  8  he  had  received  no  notification  of  shipment 
nor  even  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  order.  This  dealer 
does  not  feel  inclined  to  order  any  more  goods  from  the  United 
States. 

The  manager  of  The  Sun,  the  largest  daily  newspaper  in  Burma 
published  in  the  Burmese  language,  has  asked  to  be  supplied  with 
copies  of  all  the  trade-inguiry  lists  published  by  this  consulate,  in 
order  that  he  may  republish  them  in  his  newspaper  for  the  benefit 
of  his  Burmese  readers.  In  this  way  trade  inquiries  from  American 
manufacturers  will  be  circulated  aU  over  the  Province  and  among 
a  class  of  P^ple  with  whom  otherwise  it  would  be  difficult  to  get 
in  touch.  The  manager  of  this  paj)er  also  desires  to  obtain  a  list 
of  American  manufacturers  or  importers  who  would  be  interested 
in  purchasing  lead,  chromite,  and  other  ores.  Any  American  firms 
interested  should  write  direct  to  the  manager  of  the  Sun  Press 
(Ltd.),  39-40  Sule  Pagoda  Road,  Rangoon,  Burma. 

UOIOB-FLOWINa  DEHONSTRATIOH  IN  DEHHABE. 

[Consul  General  E.  D.  Wltulow,  Copenbagen,  Aug.  24.] 

At  tile  agricultural  fair  held  at  Vejle,  Denmark,  in  July  a  demon- 
Etrati<Hk  was  given  of  three  diff^^t  motor  plows — one  manufactured 
in  Denmark,  one  in  Sweden,  and  om  by  the  International  Harvester 

Co.  of  America.  These  plows  were  of  the  smaller  type,  suitable  for  an 
average-sized  farm.  Two  of  the  outfits  were  equipped  with  16- 
horsepower  engines  and  one  with  a  12-horsepower  engine ;  their  travel' 
ing  speeds  ranged  between  1^  and  2  miles  per  hour.  All  were  of  the 
one-man  type.  When  the  necessary  attachments  are  at  hand  the  same 
tractors  can  be  used  for  pulling  binders.  Two  of  them  can  be  used 
for  thrashing  purposes  or  other  belt  work  without  any  changes,  while 
in  order  to  do  this  with  the  Danish  tractor  an  extended  shaft  with 
pulley  is  required. 

No  calculation  was  made  at  this  demonstration  as  to  what  the  cost 
of  plowing  per  acre  would  be,  but  it  is  clearly  evident  that  power 
plowing  is  considerably  cheaper  than  when  horses  are  employed,  con- 
sidering that  horses  nt  the  present  moment  are  very  expensive  and 
^at  feed  and  labc^  are  high.  At  present  there  are  in  Denmark  quite 
a  few  larger  plowing  outfits  at  work,  and  while  these  smaller  outfits 
seemed  to  arouse  considerable  interest  among  the  owners^  of  average- 
siz^  farms,  it  is  yet  to  be  seen  to  what  extent  they  can  be  sold. 

Birssxur  coffer  PBODTrcnoH. 

[L'ficonomiste  Enropfen,  Sept.  3.] 

The  production  of  copper  in  the  Ural  region  of  Russia  during  the 
first  four  months  of  1915  reached  a  total  of  6,460  short  tons,  an  in- 
crease  of  600  tons  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 

Digitized  by  Google 


70 


COMHEBCB  EEPOBTS. 


VISCOSITY  OF  FOBCELAIH  BOIOES  HIGH  IH  FELDSPAB. 

In  the  firing  of  porcelain,  the  deformation  of  the  pieces  due  to  soft- 
ening is  a  serious  source  of  loss,  which  led  the  Bureau  of  Standards 
to  conduct  a  series  of  tests  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  data  for 
selecting  compositions  showing  least  deformation  at  the  highest  kiln 
temperatures.  It  was  thought  desirable  to  measure  the  degree  of 
softening  of  a  series  of  porcelain  mixtures  by  molding  them  in  the 
form  of  bars  with  enlarged  ends,  similar  in  shape  to  the  halves  of 
cement  briquets,  and  subjecting  them  to  a  tension  of  14.5  pounds  per 
square  inch  at  different  temperatures  by  means  of  suitable  fire-clay 
weights.  The  degree  of  softening  was  determined  by  measuring  the 
distance  between  two  marks  4  inches  apart.  The  porcelains  were  first 
fired,  under  no  tension,  to  a  certain  temperature,  and  then,  under 
tension,  carried  to  a  series  of  temperatures  between  1,275°  and 
1,380"  C. 

Higher  contents  of  feldspar  reduce  softening  of  low  compositions 
markedly.  In  a  45  per  cent  kaolin-clay  body,  35  and  40  per  cent  of 
feldspar  are  most  effective  in  increasing  the  softening,  but  higher 
percentages  again  decrease  it.  Still  higher  clay  cont^ts  cause  the 
softening  effect  of  feldspar  to  diminish  decidedly.  Flint,  in  high- 
feldspar  bodies,  does  not  seem  to  be  an  important  factor  in  govern- 
ing the  softening.  For  high-temperature  porcelaii^  high-clay  con- 
tent is  essential.  High-clay  bodies  having  feldspar  as  the  only  other 
constituent  show  very  great  rigidity. 

The  function  of  viscosity  is  not  a  continuous  one.  After  attaining 
a  certain  degree  of  softening,  a  well-defined  rigid  state  ensues  which 
does  not  tend  to  approach  further  softening  until  a  temperature  of 
1,345°  has  been  reached.  Beyond  this  pomt  the  second  stage  of 
decided  softening  is  entered  upon.  Altiiough  showing  the  same 
degree  of  viscosity  at  1,388°,  bodies  may  be  divided  into  several 
classes,  according  to  the  degree  of  softening  observed  between  1,300° 
and  1,345°.  Within  this  temperature  range  greatest  rigidity  was 
shown  by  the  following  compositions : 


day. 

FeUspu. 

Flint 

Per  em. 
« 
4S 
45 
U 
U 

PercetU. 
30 
35 
BO 
30 
GO 

Per  em. 
30 
30 
6 
30 

Copies  of  Technologic  Paper  No.  50,  describing  the  tests  made 
and  giving  the  results,  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Standards,  Washington,  D.  0. 


SPAmSH  IMPOSTS  OF  AHERICAK  WHEAT. 

[Vice  Consul  Jose  M.  Gay,  Madrid,  Sept.  3.1 

The  Gaceta  de  Madrid  of  August  30,  1915,  states  that  during 
July,  1915,  Spain  imported  70,500  short  tons  of  wheat,  of  which 
40,300  tons  were  from  the  United  States. 
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CAHAms  ABVSBTzmro  c&icPAiaR  FOB  mmn  CONSVXmON. 

CCoiml  JnllnB  D.  Dreber,  Toroato,  Sept.  IT.] 

In  a  report  from  this  office  on  "  The  Apple  Crop  of  Canada,"  pub- 
lished in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  November  6^  1914, 
it  was  stated  that  in  order  to  encourage  the  home  consumption  ox 
apples  the  Dominion  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce  at  Ottawa 
had  issued  and  advertised  extenavelyfor  free  distribution  an  attrac- 
tive illustrated  booklet,  entitled  "The  Book  of  Apple  Delights," 
which  contained,  among  other  matter,  209  recipes  for  preparing 
apples. 

The  fruit  branch  of  the  Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
now  begun  an  educational  advertising  campaign  to  promote  the  con- 
sumption of  peaches  and  other  fruits  m  Canada.  The  Toronto  World 
of  beptember  16  contains  an  official  advertisement  four  columns  in 
width  and  5|  inches  long,  a  readingnotice  4  inches  long,  and  an  inch 
card  calling  attention  to  the  Government's  advertisement.  In  this 
advertising  matter  the  superior  quality  of  Canadian  fruits  and  the 
hygienic  benefits  of  eating  good  fruit  freely  are  emphasized.  It  is 
urged  that  fruit  which  can  not  be  consumed  at  once  should  be  canned 
or  preserved.  The  advertisement  says,  "More  fruit  and  less  meat 
should  be  the  rule  this  winter.  It  would  mean  better  health  and 
greater  economy.  *  *  *  £at  plenty  of  Canadian  fruit — lock  the 
medicine  chest  and  lose  the  key."  This  official  prescription  might  be 
followed  in  the  United  States  with  good  results. 


SXrCCESS  OF  TORONTO'S  HYDROEIECTILIG  SYSTEM. 

[Consul  JuUoB  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  Canada,  Sept.  22.] 

The  fourth  annual  report  and  balance  sheet  of  the  Toronto  Hydro- 
electric System  just  issued  shows  that  the  gross  revenue  for  1914 
amounted  to  $1,501,291.47.  The  cost  of  currwit  and  operating  ex- 
X>enses,  including  repairs  and  maintenance,  amounting  to  $874,358, 
giving  a  gross  profit  on  operating  account  of  $626,932.89.  Chaises 
and  allowances  not  strictly  attributable  to  operating  expenses  in  1914 
and  other  charges  applicable  to  previous  years  absorbed  $69,536.10. 
Interest,  depreciation,  and  sinking  fun^  for  the  year  absorbed 
$556,513.55,  leaving  a  net  profit  on  the  year's  operations  of  $883.24. 
it  wiU  be  noted  that  the  actual  profits  on  the  year's  operations 
amounted  to  $70,419.34,  but  that  it  was  practically  absorbed  in 
liquidating  liabilities  carried  forward  from  previous  years,  the  actual 
earnings  being  approximately  9^  per  cent  on  the  capital  invested. 
During  the  year  the  business  of  the  system  increased  40  per  cent. 

When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  aim  of  the  Toronto  Hydroelec- 
tric System  is  to  furnish  electric  light  and  power  without  any  profit 
to  the  city,  and  that  the  low  rates  already  prevailing  were  reduced 
by  10  per  cent  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  the  showing  made  should 
prove  encouraging  to  municipalities  that  are  considering  the  ad- 
visability of  undertaking  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  the  distribution 
of  hydroelectric  power  obtained  from  Niagara  Falls  through  the 
Hydroelectric  Commission  of  Canada. 
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SEA  COHFETITXON  BT  StJBSISIZED  WABB8E  IIHSS. 

[Tlee  Coiisul  M.  D.  Kirjassoff,  Tokohama,  Japan,  Aug.  17.] 

The  Imperial  Japanese  Diet  at  a  recent  session  made  arran^- 
ments  for  contracts  which  may  be  concluded  for  the  grant  of  ship* 

ping  subsidies  within  the  limits  of  amounts  available  for  four  years 
(from  the  financial  year  1916  to  the  financial  year  1919,  inclusive) 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  ocean-navigation  subsidy 
law  in  aid  of  navigation  on  the  European,  North  American,  South 
American,  and  Australian  lines.  The  amounts  are : 

European  Line.— 1916,  $902,331;  1917,  $863,590;  1918,  $841,523; 
1919,  $782,747. 

North  American  Line.— 1916,  $1,468,608;  1917,  $1,396,455;  1918, 
$1,329.623 ;  1919,  $1,249,575. 

South  American  Line.— 1916,  $148,184;  1917,  $145,023;  1918, 
$141,862;  1919,  $134,136. 

Australian  Line.— 1916,  $86,557;  1917,  $79,806;  1918,  $84,495;  1919, 
$93,872. 

Contracts  may  also  be  concluded  for  the  grant  of  subsidies  within 
the  limits  of  $139,440  on  the  South  Sea  Line,  $49,800  on  the  Dairen 
Line,  and  $124,500  on  the  Japan  Sea  Line  in  the  fiscal  years  1916  and 
1917,  subject  to  conditions. 

When  it  is  deemed  necessary  the  Government  may  order  an  addi- 
tion to  or  change  in  the  ports  of  call.  Passenger  and  freight  rates 
shall  be  fixed  with  the  Government's  sanction.  When  it  is  deemed 
necessary  the  Government  may  cause  passenger  and  freight  rates  to 
be  lowered,  specifying  the  different  classes. 

OoTemment  May  Tnrohase  or  Charter  Yessels. 

Mails  are  to  be  carried  by  the  vessels  free  of  charge.  The  Gov- 
ernment, by  issuing  orders,  may  purchase  or  charter  the  vessels  on 
these  lines  at  a  proper  remuneration.  The  Government  may  make 
the  subsidized  companies  carry  not  more  than  three  apprentices  on 
board  each  vessel  at  the  expense  of  the  company.  In  tmies  of  emer- 
gency, the  Government  may  use  the  vessels  and  the  crews  on  service ' 
on  those  lines,  but  in  this  case  expenses  shall  be  paid. 

Subsidies  are  granted  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
decree.  In  case  the  number  of  trips  is  reduced,  or  the  mileage  is 
shortened  consequent  upon  the  failure  to  visit  the  regular  ports  of 
call,  the  subsidies  to  be  granted  will  be  reduced  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  decree.  In  case  the  vessels  to  be  used  do  not 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  conditions,  either  imder  the  Gov- 
ernment's sanction  or  under  inevitable  circumstance,  the  subsidies 
may  be  reduced  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  decree. 

It  is  required  that  security  corresponding  in  value  to  10  per  cent 
of  the  amount  of  the  subsidy  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Govern- 
ment. In  case  the  number  of  journeys  is  reduced  without  adequate 
reason,  or  proper  vessels  are  not  used  in  the  service,  or  repairing  is 
not  attended  to.  or  the  time  schedule  is  delayed  or  altered,  or  the 
contract  is  not  lulfilled  in  taking  or  discharging  mails,  or  the  regu- 
lar ports  of  call  are  omitted,  or  otherwise  it  is  found  that  acts  have 
been  performed  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  decree,  a  fine  will 
be  imposed  according  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  per  day,  per  less  than 
12  hours,  or  per  each  journey. 
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froTlsion  for  emeellBg  Contract  and  OMflsmtiaff  Seenrlty. 

If  the  contractor  has  shifted  his  obligations  to  another  party  with- 
out the  Government's  sanction,  or  has  not  carried  out  the  details 
provided  for  in  the  decree  in  the  period  of  one  year,  the  contract 
will  be  canceled  and  the  grant  of  subsidies  stopped.  Further,  the 
subsidy  due  for  the  navigation  carried  out  during  that  year  will  be 
refunded,  and  the  aewirity  confiscated. 

Tables  of  salaries  paid  by  the  Toyo  ^isen  Kaisha,  the  Mitsui  Bns- 
san  Kaisha,  and  the  Pacific  Mail  Steiuodiip  Co.  give  scone  idea  of 
the  comparative  oo^  of  operating  Japanese  steamers  and  tiiose  under 
the  American  and  British  flags. 

The  salaries  paid  by  th&  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  have  been  uni- 
formly higher  than  those  paid  by  the  two  other  companies.  The  Toyo 
Kisen  Kaisha  has  been  paying  approximately  the  same  salaries  to  its 
foreign  officers  as  the  Pacific  Mail,  but,  as  the  salaries  to  native  offi- 
cers are  lower,  the  average  has  been  necessarily  less.  Whai  the  lai^e 
subsidies  paid  to  the  Japanese  companies  are  considered,  it  will  be 
Men  that  1^  cost  of  operating  Japuiese  steamers  is  raach  lees  than 
that  for  Ammcan  and  British  ships. 

{PreriooB  articles  relatinK  to  JapaneRe  efhlp  subsidies  appearefl  tn  Ooxvebxx 
Bepobts  for  July  13,  J0I7  2,  June  14.  and  May  14. 1&15,  tlwse  articlea  also  oob- 
t^Bleg  r^eneaoaa  to  gai««l  ahlpping  cooditlonB.] 

IMF0BT8  OF  KOTOH  CABS  ZKTO  JTEW  BOTTTH  WALES. 

[CoDSUl  General  Joeepb  I.  Bctttaln,  Bydoej,  Australia,  Aug.  25.] 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  motor  cars  imported  into 
New  South  Wales  during  the  six  mffliths  ended  June  30,  1915.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  imports  from  the  United  Ststee  occupied 
tiie  leading  pomtion,  except  in  motorcycles,  which  came  chiefly  n*om 
tJie  United  Kingdom.  Naturally  the  war  has,  to  an  exteo^,  un- 
settled conditions  here.  The  decreaae  is  also  due  in  part  to  the  dis- 
astrous drought  of  1914-15. 
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The  numbers  of  cars  and  cycles  in  use,  drivers  registered,  etc.,  up 
to  the  end  of  June,  1915,  are:  Cars,  10,570;  motor  cycles.  6.401; 
drivers  registered,  17,432;  motorcvcle  riders,  8,463;  commercial 
T^icles,  639;  ta^icabs,  236;  drivers  licensed,  377. 

jPi^aonal  represMitatives  of  two  extensive  manufacturers  of  motor 
tins  in  the  l^ked  States  have  been  canvassing  the  territory  of  New 
South  WUes  and  New  Zealand  and  have  been  very  successful  in 
securing  large  orders. 
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BEXAHD  FOB  BBEABSTUFFS  IN  HOHStTBAS. 

[CoDBul  B.  U.  Lawton,  Tegucigilpe,  Aug.  27.]' 

From  November  1,  1914.  until  August  25,  1915,  there  were  im- 
ported into  this  cpnsular  district  from  the  United  States  6,324,700 
pounds  of  corn!,  6'r  about  100,000  bushels,  and  6,772,500  pounds  of 
flour.  The  imports  into  this  district  supply  approximately  one-half 
of  the  600,000  population  of  Honduras.  The  purpose  of  this  report 
and  the  investigation  being  made  by  this  consulate  is  to  discover,  if 
possible,  the  probable  demand  for  further  importations  of  bread- 
stuffs  during  the  coming  months. 

Ko  careful  record  is  maintained  of  grain  crops  in  Honduras.  In 
this  consulate's  annual  report  on  commerce  and  industries  in  Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  September  9.  1914,  it  was  stated 


wheat,  these  figures  having  been  computed  from  the  official  report 
of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  which  was  given  in  "fanegas,"  a 
Spanish  unit  of  measure  of  about  100  pK>unds.  It  has  since  devel- 
oped that  the  Honduras  "  f  anega  "  is  a  variable  quantity,  in  different 
parts  of  the  republic  running  from  750  to  1,500  pounds,  and  the 
report  by  this  consulate  was  correspondingly  incorrect. 

From  a  rather  careful  series  of  inquiries  it  has  been  estimated  that 
an  average  com  crop  for  Honduras  is  5,000,000  bushels,  and  that  the 
present  year's  crop  will  not  yield  more  than  40  per  cent  normal.  More- 
over, due  to  famine  conditions  which  have  existed  for  some  months, 
a  large  part  of  the  present  crop  is  being  consumed  in  the  milk,  so  that 
probably  not  more  than  30  per  cent  of  a  normal  crop  may  be  avail- 
able for  reserve. 

It  is  further  estimated  that  besides  com  for  seed  and  stock  feeding 
Honduras  consumes  half  a  pound  of  com  daily  for  every  inhabi- 
tant, or,  say  for  all  uses,  not  less  than  1,500,000  bushels  of  com  is  re- 
quired for  a  conservative  annual  consumption. 

The  present  year  has  been  most  seasonable  as  to  rains  and  climate 
generally  for  crop  growing,  in  marked  distinction  to  the  preceding 
year,  which  was  the  driest  m  30  years.  But  a  grasshopper  [Hague  has 
devastated  the  crops.  For  many  weeks  the  authorities  in  this  city 
have  been  offering  a  bounty  of  4  cents  silver  ($0.01^  U.  S.  cur- 
rency) per  pound  for  the  young  insects,  and  an  average  of  3,000 
pounds  are  brought  in  daily  and  destroyed.  The  same  tactics  are 
being  tried  in  other  districts,  and  the  amount  of  larva;  destroyed  is 
almost  incredible,  yet  the  crops  in  some  sections  are  total  failures. 

While  from  the  preceding  figures  it  would  appear  that  the  com 
crop  of  the  present  y^ear  will  be  sufficient  for  the  actual  needs  of  the 
country,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  consulate  that  not  less  than  100,000 
bushels  of  com  and  2,000  tons  of  fiour  will  be  imported  from  the 
United  States  during  the  next  12  months.  As  an  indication,  the  fresh 
corn  is  now  selling  in  this  market  for  $2.50  United  States  currency  per 
bushel  which  in  normal  years  at  this  season  would  be  selling  for  $0.75 
per  bushel.  .,  , 

In  addition  to  the  names  of  com  and  flour  importers  heretofore 
submitted  I  suggest  the  "Banco  de  Comercio,  COjUimcrcial  Depart- 
ment," as  possible  large  importers  of  breadstuffs  during  the  coming 
year. 


that  the  Government 
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UANTTrAcnntE  of  fafee  and  pafeb  fulf  nr  dtdo-chiha. 

[CaoBol  Lawrence  P.  BrlggB,  Saigon,  Aug.  12.] 

With  the  indu^aial  develomoeat  of  Tonkm  ^wii^  ^ew 
years,  two  mills  have  been  ratablished  for  the  manufacture  into  paper 
or  paper  pulp  of  the  abundant  supply  of  suitable  wood  growing 
along  the  banks  of  tlie  Rouge  River  and  its  tributaries. 

The  Soci^t^  des  Pulpes  et  Papeteries  du  Tonkin  has  its  main  ofiice 
at  Haiphong,  but  its  mills  are  located  at  Vietri  at  the  junction  of  the 
Rouge  and  Claire  Rivers.  This  company  was  organized  in  1910  with 
a  capital  stock  of  660,000  piasters  (a  little  more  than  $300,000).  Its 
machiaery  was  imported  in  1911  from  the  United  States  and  Europe, 
and  the  factory  b^au  to  operate  in  April,  1912.  So  far  this  factory 
has  not  attempted  the  manufacture  of  paper,  but  has  been  oigaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  pulp  from  bfunboo.  Its  capacity  is  said  to  be 
3,000  to  4,000  tons  per  year. 

War  Sesidtt  la  CleilBff  of  lOlL 

During  1912  the  company  exported  5  tons  of  paper  pulp  to  France 
and  14  tons  to  Hongkong.  The  exports  to  France  wei-e  largely  ex- 
perimental, and  the  French  manufacturers  were  well  pleased  with 
the  product.  During  the  next  year  210  tons  of  pulp  were  sent  to 
France  and  69  tons  to  foreign  countries.  The  pulp  is  said  to  have 
been  very  satisfactory  and  to  have  sold  in  the  London  market  for  as 
much  as  £13  per  metric  ton  ($63.26  per  2,204.6  poxmds).  During 
the  first  three  quarters  of  1914,  -814  tons  were  exported  to  France 
and  22  tons  to  foreign  countries.  The  outbreak  of  the  war  de- 
prived this  industry  of  its  Fraich  market  and  hi^  freight  rates 
have  closed  other  European  markets  to  it.  Consequently,  the  mill 
closed  in  September  and  has  not  since  reopened.  The  subsequent 
rise  in  the  price  of  cau^ic  soda  has  made  it  impossible  to  manu- 
facture pulp  for  less  than  110  piastres  (a  little  more  than  $50)  per 
metric  ton  f.  o.  b.  Haiphong.  The  c(»npany  is  ready  to  resume 
operations  if  it  can  secure  an  order  for  1,500  tons  at  this  price. 
Japer-Mannfaetgrlng  Company  Finds  Keady  Market. 

The  Soci6t£  Anonyme  de  Papeteries  de  I'Indochine  was  organized 
in  1913  with  a  capital  stock  of  1,500,000  francs  (about  $300,000). 
Its  headquarters  are  at  Grenoble,  France.  Its  plant,  located  at 
Dap-Cau,  near  Hanoi,  was  constructed  durir^  1914  and  began  opera- 
tions during  the  latter  part  of  that  year.  This  plant  manufactures 
paper  out  of  various  woods  and  plants,  using  only  a  small  pro- 
portion of  bamboo.  The  company  has  had  no  trouble  finding  a 
local  market  for  its  product. 


TLOOB  COTESIirOS  IH  USE  IS  BRAZHXAH  HOIIES. 

In  connection  with  the  article  on  floor  coverings  in  use  in  Brazilian 
homes  that  was  published  in  Commerce  Rkports  for  July  28,  lfll5, 
"  Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  has  for- 
warded a  set  of  samples  of  carpet  material  and  tapestry  showing 
^?the^  types  and  styles  of  these  products  most  in  demand  in  that  15ra- 
"^'ailidn  metro^blSs!  These  samples  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Dom^tic  Commerce  and  its  branch  offices.  Inquire 
for  file  Ko.  65430. 
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TK&IKE  07  SWATOW  DUBINa  SECOIH)  dUABXEB. 

[Consul  George  C.  HanmiD,  Swatow,  Cblnn,  Aug,  7.] 

The  trade  of  Swatow  for  the  second  quarter  of  1915  shows  an 
improvement  over  that  of  the  corresponding  quarter  last  year. 
American  flour  has  disappeared  from  the  market,  but  American 
kerosene  still  holds  its  commanding  position.  The  tonnage  of 
British  shipping  increased,  as  compared  with  1914,  though  the 
nimiber  of  vessels  fell  off.  Japanese  shipping  decreased  in  both  re- 
spects. Dutch  and  Norwegian  shipping  figures  were  augmented, 
these  countries  having  apparently  picked  up  much  of  the  shipping 
lost  by  certain  of  the  belligerent  nations.  Tonnage  is  still  scarce  and 
freight  rates  high. 

Imports  of  cotton  cloth,  except  T  cloths  and  Japanese  cotton 
cloth,  show  heavy  declines.  The  decline  in  Chinese  cotton  cloth 
indicates  that  the  desire  to  encourage  native  industry  has  not  as  yet 
created  any  large  demand  in  this  line.  Woolen  goods  show  a  general 
falling  off.   The  metal  trade  was  dull. 

Most  of  the  articles  usually  exported  registered  a  decrease.  This 
fact  is  attributed  to  a  lack  of  buymg  power  among  Chinese  residents 
in  the  South  Seas,  to  whom  most  of  Swatow's  exports  are  sent. 
Kggs,  fans,  garlic,  nankeens,  oranges,  brown  sugar,  and  vegetables 
share  in  this  decline.  The  war  in  Europe  has  affected  very  seriously 
the  Swatow  grass-cloth  industry.  Increased  amounts  of  cotton  cloth- 
ing, pottery,  white  sugar,  and  green  . and  black  teas  were  exported. 


ATTTOMOBILE  ACTIVITY  IS  MAinTOBA. 

[Consul  Oencrai  Frederick  M,  Djdcr,  Winnlpi's,  Canada,  Sept.  20.] 

Manitoba  is  receiving  upward  of  $100,000  this  year  from  the  motor 
business.  Licenses  h^we  already  been  issued  for  8,000  automobiles 
and  probably  500  more  applications  Avill  be  filed.  Tlie  straight 
license  fee  of  $10  would  make  a  total  of  about  $00,000.  In  addition, 
licenses  have  been  granted  to  1,144  chauffeurs  at  $5,  making  a  total 
of  $5,720,  a  falling  off  of  about  400  from  the  number  grantedin  1914, 
indicating  the  tendency  of  auto  owners  to  handle  tiieir  own  cars. 
Owners  of  888  motorcycles  have  been  licnsed  at  $2  apiece,  aggre- 
gating $1,676.  These  figures  are  signific:int,  indicating  Winnipeg's 
prosperity  during  a  year  of  recognized  financial  doi)ression.  For 
mstance,  there  was  a  total  of  7,000  automobile  licenses  granted  in  the 
Province  last  year,  showing  that  fully  2,000  cars  have  been  purchased 
by  residents  during  1915,  an  increase  of  about  one-third  of  those 
previously  owned.  The  jitney  business  is  sup]posed  to  be  responsible 
for  this  increase.  There  has  been  but  a  slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  motorcycle  licenses  granted  for  1915. 

Contract  has  been  aw-arded  to  a  local  firm  for  a  $200,000  automo- 
bile assembling  works  in  Winnipeg  for  a  popular- priced  American 
car.  When  in  operation  200  men  will  be  employed. 


China  is  planning  universal  education.  Its  40,000,000  children 
within  school  age  will  require  400,000  public  schools,  according  to  the 
Minister  of  Education. 
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CAIFABA'8  EXIPOBTS  OF  CATTIE. 

[CoBinl  mix  B.  0.  JohnKn,  Ktoffston,  OttUslOi  a«pt.  t4.J 

The  statistics  below  show  the  value  of  exports  of  live  cattle  from 
Canada  for  the  fiscal  years  named  (ended  Mar.^1)  and  where  they 
were  sent.  The  increase  noted  in  1913  and  1914  the  United  States 
was  oceaaoned  by  the  removal  of  duty  oa  cattk  entering  that 
eoontryi 


Fiscal  years. 

Untt^ 

Engfand. 

Othtr 
eegntrlM. 

Total 

«l,ttl,133 
891,340 
TST^SM 

n9.tta 

200, lOB 
478,  TW 

SSS, 790 
,Vi:i.l56 
'  I-'.'  74 
■I'. -.,"79 

7,m,  m 

17,579,080 
8,028,470 
9,74^738 

1^81^418 

11,045,488 
UL  300, 137 
8,SS4,806 
10.115,703 

0,l>7!»,yi8 
7,',M12,144 
3,  1125 
ill  3, '.'54 
(i':i7,  SOT 

tuo,m 

144, 746 

133,217 
an,  MB 
X»,078 
Wl,  718 
40e,2M 
353,687 
130, 588 
113, 117 

IM,  250 
139, tSG 
3SB,2SS 
165,901 

l»,  860, 776 
9,964,663 
10,663,819 
11, 34^813 
10^424,671 
11,360,069 

ii,«5e,8a9 

10, 333, 63a 
9,301,184 
1^771,3SS 

10,793, 1« 
8,537,473 
4,098,179 
3, 237,  US 
7,906,794 

Becent  figures  show  that  of  the  live  cattle  exported  for  the  Canadian 
customs  year  ended  March  31, 1915,  183,652  head  vreat  to  the  United 
States  and  2^51  to  other  countries.  For  the  yeai*  ended  March  31, 
1914,  the  number  exported  was  219,397,  of  whicb  206,446  head  went 
to  the  United  States.  For  the  year  ended  March  31, 1913,  the  figures 
were  44,296,  of  which  28,268  went  to  the  United  States. 


HEW  C0BSAHT  DnmSTBY  FOB  WTTEB  STATE& 

A  display  of  56  species  of  Cidifornia  grapes  was  installed  during 
the  latter  part  of  September  in  the  California  section  of  the  Palace 
of  Horticulture  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition,  San  Francisco. 
The  grapes  came  from  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry's  experiment 
Tinevard,  conducted  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
at  Fresno,  where  over  150  varieties  of  grapes  are  grown.  That  the 
best  varieties  of  currants  can  be  raised  commercially  in  the  Fresno 
district  has  also  been  demonstrated  at  the  Government  experiment 
station  vineyard.  George  C.  Husmann,  pomologist  in  charge  of 
viticultural  investigations,  urges  the  establishment  of  a  currant  in- 
dustry here  to  displace  the  enormous  importations  (33,000,000 
pounds  annually),  mostly  from  Greece.  It  is  probable  that  the  grow- 
ing of  currants  will  be  begun  in  a  small  way  in  the  Fresno  section 
eiuer  this  winter  or  next  &11. 


Sugar  Hills  in  Three  Brazilian  States. 

Consul  A.  T.  Haeberle,  at  Pemambuco,  Brazil,  has  transmitted  a 
Jtiflt  iti  sugar  smilte'in  the  States  of  Pemambuco,  Farahyba,  and  Ala- 
goos.  The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  wiU  lofui  this 
to  interested  persona  Befer  to  file  Ko.  65419. 
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FOBEiaN  TE&DE  OFFOATUIOTZES. 


BeMTVed  addreraw  maj  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Ita  bvueb  ofllees.  ReQUeat 
tor  eacb  opportnnltr  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  ftle  ai^Biber  given. 

Snap  clasps,  No.  18571.— An  American  cousaler  officer  In  Spain  reports  a  pos- 
sible market  for  snap-clasp  buttons. 

Motorcycle  and  cycle  cars.  No.  18572. — The  bureau  Is  In  receipt  o*  a  letter 
stating  that  a  firu)  in  Portugal  desires  to  correspond  with  exporters  of 
motorcycles  and  cylce  cnrs.  It  also  wishes  to  subsciii»e  to  a  motorcycle 
review  of  a  technical  nnture  and  not  one  devoted  to  sports. 

Stationery,  underwear,  drugs,  etc..  No.  18r)73. — A  letter  to  the  bureau  states 
that  an  Importing  company  in  the  Netherlands  Is  interested  In  stationery 
supplies,  typewriters,  underwear,  drugs,  safety  pins,  sewing  thread,  and 
sewing  machines.  Full  particulars  in  regard  to  these  articles  are  re- 
quested. 

Flour,  barbed  irire,  etc.,  No,  1S574. — The  bureau  is  lu  receipt  of  a  letter  stating 
that  a  firm  !n  Brazil  desires  to  Import  flour,  barbed  wire,  cotton  seed  oil, 
cement,  and  press  printing  iMii)er.  The  firm  desires  to  represent  or  act  as 
agent  for  the  various  articles  mentioned. 

Corset  materials  and  machinery.  No.  isr)75, — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that 
a  firm  in  Chile  desires  to  obtain  full  particulars  regarding  dry  goods,  em- 
broidery, ribbons  for  holding  the  steels  of  the  corsets,  sillc  ribbons  for 
deeorntlug,  elastics  for  garters,  prcssers  for  same,  eyelets,  and  all  other 
articles  that  enter  into  tlie  nianufncture  of  corsets,  and  coreet  machinery. 
Catalogues  of  corset  machinery  are  solicited. 

Agricultural  machinery.  No.  18576. — ^A  letter  to  the  Bureaa  from  a  business  man 
in  Spain  states  that  he  1b  desirous  of  purchasing  ngricultural  machinery, 
especially  reai>ers. 

Olue,  No.  18577. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  reiwrts  that  a  firm  In 
his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  glue.  Quota- 
tions are  desired  c.  1.  1  Bangoon.  The  firm  states  that  It  can  supply 
references. 

Machinery,  No.  18578. — report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  France 
states  that  a  coniniI»siou  house  desires  to  be  placed  lu  direct  communlcn- 
tlon  with  manufacturers  of  machines  for  wiudlog  sewing  thread  on  card- 
board. Correspondence  should  be  in  French. 

Buttons,  No.  1S570. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United  Kingdom 
reports  that  a  firm  of  manufacturing  clothiers  wi.'^bes  to  purchase  iilaln 
and  fancy  buttons  In  quantities  of  30  and  50  gross  for  women's  costumes, 
coats,  and  rol>es.  Samples  and  qnotatlons  c.  1.  f.  Liverpool  or  Bradford 
are  requested. 

Catalogues,  etc..  No.  1S580. — A  rejwrt  from  nn  American  consular  oflVcer  In 
India  states  that  the  consulate  needs  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  all  kinds. 
No  pitrticular  line  is  mentioned,  but  in  oilier  to  keep  the  file  complete 
manufiicturers  are  requested  to  fonvard  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  all 
kinds. 

Sewing  machines.  No.  1S5S1. — A  firm  In  France  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  sewing  ma- 
chines.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Kuglish. 

Asbestos,  No.  1S5S2. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that  a 
man  in  his  district  states  that  he  is  authorized  to  sell  or  lease  a  valuable 
deposit  of  asbestos. 

Phonographs,  medicines,  etc..  No.  185S3, — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa  states  that  a  wholesale  merchant  desires 
to  receive  catalogues  on  phonographs  and  accessories,  juitent  medicines, 
si>ectncles,  and  toilet  requisites.  All  articles  are  to  be  of  a  cheap'grade. 
'^Prices  and  discounts  should  be  given  in  each  case.  CorresixtDdeni^  may 
be  In  English. 

WcaHng  apparel.  No.  18584.— A  comniissloo  merchant  in'  ijhile  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  manufacturers  of  women's  and  children's  wearing 
nppjircl,  Catiilogues,  price  lists,  and  discounts  are  solicited.  Reference 
given.   Correspondeuce  may  be  lu  English,  but  Spanish  is  preferred. 


OOMIOBCB  SBPOBZa.  79 

ifacftteerv.  No.  18686.<^Ab  AnKriesn  eoorotar  officer  in  Nen-  Zealand  zeporta 

that  a  buafness  man  In  his  district  wishes  to  receive  catn)(^ues,  price  lists, 
and  full  particulars  regardtoc  ma^oery  (or  etamplDg  leather  In  Imitation 
of  crocodile,  and  pigskin,  etc.,  for  the  maanfaeture  of  purses  and  bandbags. 

Cotton  ctoth,  hardKare,  etc..  No.  185S6.— A  letter  to  tl^  Burean  states  tliat  a 
conuBission  »^t  in  one  of  the  Spant^  possee^ou^  is  Interested  in  repre- 
aaitins  American  exporters  of  cotttm  clotti,  bardvare,  nails,  food  products, 
flcHU*,  and  tobaceo.  itefer«icei  glvCB. 

Paper  towels,  etc^  So.  18587.— An  American  cenanlar  officer  In  India  mwrts 
tbat  a  firm  In  bis  district  requesta  price  lists  and  full  partiealars  In  regard 
to  pap»  towels  and  toilet  paper.  Qootatlons  c.  i.  t.  Rangoon. 

8lWwer-lKith  aitachmentt.  No.  1858S.— A  report  form  an  American  eonmilar 
officer  in  Canada  states  tliat  there  la  a  scarcity  of  diower-batli  attachiBHits 
of  tbe  kind  provided  witb  collar  sivay,  wbich  fits  about  tbe  neck.  Ameri- 
can maaafectarers  <tf  collarspray  attacbmeats  e^ould  investigate  this 
oiiportnnitT. 

AtHeeUurdt  wadHawy,  No.  18689.— An  American  ecmsotar  officer  In  India  re- 
ports tbat  a  firm  in  bis  district  derires  to  get  in  toodi  witb  mannf^cturm 
of  agricoltazal  macbinery  and  imi^aicnt& 

IFoorfa^  UfiperO,  etc.,  Na  18S90;— A  biudneis  man  tn  France  desires  to  reiNr»- 
sent  Amerlcaa  e^rtera  ov  manaiactuMs  of  draperies,  toya^  soAs,  Aoes^ 
and  othM-  clothing  for  dbildrea.  Beferoiee  fumlabed.  Correvondence 
may  be  in  French  or  EngHsb. 

Uteke^ftated  icare.  No.  18601— An  American  consolar  <^ccr  in  Clille  reports 
flut  a  bnainese  man  desires  to  rein«s«it  or  act  as  a  manufiietBrer's  agent 
fbr  ni(Aei-irtated  ware^  sncb  a»  tea  services,  coffee  pots,  perc<riator8,  fancy 
ware  and  novel  ties.  Catalogaee,  sampies,  and  price  lists  ore  requested. 

Cutl&rjf,  No.  18592.~A  Arm  In  India  has  requested  an  American  consular 
^Bcer  to  iHace  it  tn  toadi  with  American  maaufocturers  nt  cvtlery. 

Agete,  eormeUae,  and  aguawtarime.  No.  1S593. — A  report  from  an  American 
ccosolar  officer  in  SwitsertaDd  states  tbat  a  firm  In  his  district  U  la  the 
market  for  agate,  comellaa,  and  aqaamarine  to  be  used  in  the  mann- 

fiictnre  of  clocks  and  watebes.  Correspond^ce  may  be  In  Eugllsb. 

CKemlcdUt  dru$»^  etc..  No.  18504. — A  report  from  an  Anwrican  etmsular  officer 
states  that  a  business  man  In  Greece  wishes  to  purchase  chemicals,  drugs, 
and  leather. 

Soap,  furniture,  etc.,  No.  18595. — A  wholesale  merchant  on  the  east  coast  of 
Africa  informs  an  American  consul  tbat  he  wishes  to  receive  catalogues 
OB  cbairs»  of  tbe  cheaper  grade;  laundry  soap;  palnta;  and  oils  for  paiuts 
and  varaidies.  Prices  and  dlscoa^  sbevld  be  given.  Gorre^Kffidence 
may  be  in  English. 

Wagon  and  carriage  parts.  No.  18596. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  com- 
mercial agent  states  tbat  a  dealer  oi  hardware  and  macbloe-Bbop  supplies 
in  Ai^^ttna  desires  to  correspond  witb  American  manufacturers  of  axles, 
and  all  tbe  vartoas  ports  fior  tbe  assembling  oi  sttlky  rode,  wagons,  aud 
carriages,  etc.  All  information,  including  prices,  terma»  etc.,  should  be 
givai  bi  Spanish. 

Enameled  and  atuminum  ware,  No.  18597. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  <^  a  letter 
from  a  commercial  agent  stating  tbat  a  representative  €£  a  Knsdan  firm 
is  Interested  in  ^ting  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  enameled 
and  alunlmun  ware.  Tbe  txm  is  anxlons  to  act  as  exclmdve  agent  for 
these  goods. 


-  BraBeh  Offices  of  tlu  Bunu  of  Foreign  aad  Domettie  Comueroe. 

-  lev  Texk,  Komb  40»  Uaite^  Itates  Gastombonse;  Boston,  79a  OUver  BnlMlag; 
OUesco^  iM  Vedoal  BnUdlac;  St.  lonlt,  «M  Third  Katleaal  Bank  Baitdiag; 
'!Mla^,sai  Vost  meeBalldlag;  Hew Orkaas,  lOM Hlbenia  Bank  BoUdiag;  San 
Iranelseo,  SOS  Vnlted  States  CaitombonBe;  SeatUe,  922  Alaska  BaiUUaf.  Co(«e^ 
ative  branch  ofloei:  CleTeland,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
OoaasToe!  Im  Angela^  Cbanber  of  Coanexoe. 
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smpnNa  facilities  between  japan  and  amebica 

[CoDsal  Oencnil  George  H.  Scldmore.  Tokobama,  Aug.  20.]  - 

There  is  at  present  a  considerable  quantity  of  cargo  here  for  ship- 
ment that  is  being.  h^Id  up  by  reason  of  a  scarcity  of  bottoms.  It  is 
expected  that  the  departure  of  certain  vessels  not  regularly  engaged 
in  the  trans-Pacific  carrying  trade  may  considerably  relieve  the 
existing  situation.  In  the  event  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Co.  from  the  trans-Pacific  carrying  trade,  however, 
a  discouraging  shortage  of  vessels  available  for  freight  traffic  would 
at  once  ensue. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  will  discontinue 
the  trans-Pacific  trade,  beginning  in  October,  1915,  transferring  its 
vessels  to  another  company  for  use  on  the  Atlantic.  The  shortage 
of  carriers  caused  by  this  step  will  be  detrimental  to  existing  trade 
relations  between  Japan  and  China,  particularly  to  the  cotton  trade, 
40  per  cent  of  the  freightage  thereon  having  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  Pacific  Mail.  Unle%  other  vessels  quickly  take  the  place  of  the 
freighters  of  that  line,  business  conditions  as  affecting  Japan  and 
the  United  States  will  be  decidedly  unsettled. 

There  is  now  only  one  steamer  belonging  to  the  Great  Northern 
Steam-ship  Co. — the  Minnesota — on  the  Pacific  carrying  the  Ameri- 
can flag.  The  Minnesota^  it  is  understood,  is  imder  long  charter  to 
the  Kussian  Government  and  will  not  be  available,  for  the  period  of 
the  war  at  lea;^,  for  carrying  private  cargoes. 

Under  existing  conditions  it  would  appear  that  any  American 
shif^  finding  their  way  to  Oriental  ports  after  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Pacific  Mail  boats  from  the  the  trans-Pacific  service,  beginning 
October  10,  1915,  can  be  assured  of  full  cargoes  on  the  homeward 
voyage. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Japanese  steamship  companies,  the  Toyo 
Kisen  Kaisha  and  the  Nippon  Yu.sen  Kaisha,  are  now  making  every 
effort  to  obtain  vessels  with  which  to  enter  the  field  that  wiU  thus 
be  left  vacant. 

[A  report  by  Consul  General  Anderson  nt  Hongkong,  China,  covering  In 
some  detail  the  various  dements  in  tlie  Far  Eastern  freight  situation,  was  pub- 
lished lu  CoMUBBCE  Uepobts  tot  Sept.  20.] 


AHEKICAN  CHAUBEB  OF  COHHERGE  FOR  BRAZIL. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  H.  Gottschalk.  Bto  de  Janeiro.] 

An  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  Brazil,  with  22  charter 
members,  has  been  organized  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.  As  stated  in  the 
preliminary  draft  of  its  by-laws,  the  objects  of  the  chamber  are 
"to  further  the  development  of  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Brazil;  to  collect  information  and  to  ex- 
amine questions  pertaining  to  tlieir  commercial  and  industrial  rela- 
tions; to  encourage  and  facilitate  the  transaction  of  business  between 
them;  and  especiallj^  to  promote  American  interests  in  Brazil." 

All  American  citizens,  firms,  and  corporations  interested  in  the 
objects  of  the  chamber  are  eligible  for  admission  t<^  the  new  body, 
and  the  list  of  members  already  includes  some  of  the  most  important 
industrial  corporations  of  the  United  States.  , 
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SHOKT-PAIS  FOSIAUE  OH  FOBEION  HAIL. 

Announcement  was  made  in  Commerce  Eeports  for  May  5,  1915, 
that  the  Post  Office  Department  had  issued  instructions  to  the  post- 
masters of  the  United  States  to  make  special  efforts  to  abate  the  evil 
of  short-paid  postage  on  letters  going  abroad.  Inquiry  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  Commerce  as  to  the  effectiveness  of  this  effort  elicits  the 
foUowing  replv,  dated  September  30,  from  the  Postmaster  General, 
Mr.  A.  S.  Burleson: 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  August  23,  1915,  relative  to  short-paid 
postage  on  mail  for  foreign  countries  I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  this 
d^rtment's  Instructions  to  postmasters  to  hold  such  matter  whenever  practi- 
cable and  reqnest  the  senders  to  supply  the  deficient  postage  Is  producing  satis- 
factory results.  Keports  received  Indicate  that  the  more  important  post  oflSces 
are  carrying  ont  the  Instructions  effectively,  and  that,  as  a  rule,  Oie  Benders 
of  short-paid  mall  are  grateful  for  the  opportunity  given  them  to  prepay  fully 
the  postnge  and  thereby  relieve  the  addressees  of  any  postage  charges  when 
the  mall  Is  delivered  to  them.  Continued  compliance  with  Instructions  on  the 
part  of  postmasters  can  not  but  result  In  a  continued  lessening  of  the  short- 
paid  postage  evil. 

OBEAI  FBTTII  CBOFS  IN  mUASB. 

[CooBol  Frank  W.  Hahln,  Amsterdam,  Netberlaodfl,  Sept.  16.] 

The  present  crops  of  pears  and  apples  in  this  district  are  the 
largest  m  years.  The  orchards  are  a  remarkable  spectacle.  It  is  a 
literal  fact  that  pears  and  apples  grow  on  the  trees  nearly  as  thickly 
as  currants  on  their  bushes.  It  would  seem  that  practically  every 
spring  blossom  has  developed  into  a  pear  or  an  apple.  The  limbs 
of  the  trees  would  break  down  under  their  heavy  burdens  if  they 
were  not  supported  by  forked  poles. 

Growers  are  selling  these  &uits  at  less  than  an  American  cent  a 
pound. 

However,  there  are  pessimists  who  say  that  fruit  in  such  abundance 
ynil  not  be  good  keepers. 

tan*— u  81 
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DCPOBT  Airo  EXPORT  TBADE  FOB  ORE  WEEK. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  endi 
October  2,  1915,  at  13  principal  custon^  districts  of  the  Uni' 
States  follow: 


Districts. 


Duties 
collected. 


Exports. 


Oeorgb  (SawmBh) .... 
MaaaMhosetti  (Boetoo) . 

New  York  

PtaUadetohk  

MsTTlanSlBaltliiion) .. 

VlT^to(Nari(rik}  

New  OileuiB  

Galveston  

SuiFniiolBOo.....  

Washineton  (Beattie). . . 
BnlEalo  


184,735 
901,733 
102,188 
080,425 
48S,753 

36,323 
671,750 

40,583 
878,756 
880,456 
932, 564 
607,622 
672,001 


S21 

142,817 
2,714^493 
293,436 
17,001 
3,569 
17,178 
8,885 
61,651 
81,820 
15,205 
113,080 
18,229 


13,916,874 
2,614,606 

36,118,357 
1,378,318 
3,671,485 
1,929,  Its 
3,8»,078 
7,543,913 
2, 301, 679 

6a3,m 

1,164.6M 
101.588 
3,680,882 


Total   32,279,809 


3,428,965 


67,749,631 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ending  October  2  in  the  13  customs  districts  of 
$35,469,722.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  91  per  cent  of  the 
import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  transactions 
in  July,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  October  2  amounted  to 
217,914  bales,  making  the  total  unce  August  1,  1915,  approximate 

655,119  bales. 

BRITISH  LINE  TO  STABT  NEW  PACmC  SEBVIGE. 

[Elxtract  from  Dally  Journal  of  Commerce,  &an  Frandfico.  Cat.,  Sept  24,  by  Commercial 

Agent  E.  O.  Babbitt.] 

Closely  following  the  announcement  that  the  Java-China-Japan 
line  will  enter  the  trade  between  San  Francisco,  China,  and  the 
Philippines  comes  the  report  from  Andrew  Weir  &  Co.,  in  London, 
that  the  Bank  Line  also  will  enter  this  service. 

The  British  company  operating  this  line  controls  more  than  40 
vessels,  a  number  of  which  are  now  plying  between  New  York,  China, 
Japan,  and  the  Straits  Settlements.  Some  of  the  steamers  from  New 
York  to  Japan  are  using  the  Panama  Canal,  while  those  going  to 
other  parts  of  the  Orient  are  routed  via  the  Suez  Canal. 

According  to  a  cable  from  London  to  E.  C.  Evans  &  Son,  local 
agents  of  the  Weir  Line,  the  steamer  Inveric^  a  vessel  of  4,800  tons, 
will  be  the  first  to  arrive  here  in  connection  with  the  new  service.  It 
will  commence  loading  at  Hongkong  for  the  Golden  Gate  about  the 
1st  of  November. 

Although  the  details  of  the  new  service  have  not  as  yet  been  worked 
out  fully,  it  is  expected  that  the  announcement  of  other  sailings  will 
be  made  before  the  Inverie  reaches  this  port. 

It  is  believed  that  many  steamship  companies  that  intended  to 
enter  the  Pacific  trade  but  were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the 
European  war  will  before  long  commence  sending  vessels  to  the 
Golden  Gate.  The  Foreign  Trade  Department  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  is  attempting  to  induce  a  number  of  big  steamship  com- 
panies to  establish  schedules  which  will  include  San  Francisco. 
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8C0FE  OF  SECnON  14,  SEAHEK'S  ACT. 

The  United  States  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  has  published  the 
following  information  in  r^rd  to  dates  of  eiltect  of  section  14  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  Sferch  4, 1915,  entitled  "  Seamen's  act,"  for 
various  classes  of  domestic  and  foreign  steam  vessels,  which  informa- 
tion is  contained  in  Department  Circular  No.  266,  dated  September 
2^  1915,  which  reads  as  follows: 

Septetnter  2^,  1915. 

To  chief  oiPcers  of  cuBtoma,  supcrvisinff  and  local  tnapecton,  Steamboat-lntpee- 
tion  Service,  and  others  concerned: 

The  following  statement  of  the  scope  of  application  of  section  14  of  the  sea- 
men's act  of  March  4,  1915,  based  on  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  dated 
ADgust  1915,  and  opinions  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Department  of  Oommerce 
dated  September  3  and  September  4, 1915,  Is  Issued  for  your  guidance : 

1.  Section  14  of  the  act  will  apply  on  and  after  November  4,  1915,  to  steam 
vessels  of  the  United  States  referred  to  In  the  act,  except  such  steam  vessels 
admitted  to  American  regl8try  under  the  Bhlp-registry  act  of  August  18, 1914. 

2.  Section  14  will  apply,  on  and  after  September  4,  1916,  to  steam  vessels 
of  the  United  States  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  ship-registry  act 
of  August  18,  1914. 

3.  Section  14  will  not  apply  at  any  time  to — 

(o)  Foreign  steamers  not  carrying  passengers  to  or  from  the  United  Stateflu 
(b)  Foreign  steamers  carrying  passengers  to  the  United  States. 

4.  Section  14  will  apply  on  and  after  March  4,  1910,  to  foreign  steamers  car- 
rying passengers  from  Che  United  States  under  the  flngs  of  those  countries 
whose  Inspection  laws  do  not  approximate  those  of  the  United  States,  unless  in 
the  meantime  those  countries  adopt  Inaction  laws  ai)proxlmating  those  of  the 
United  States,  and  accord  reciprocal  privileges  to  vessels  of  the  United  States 
In  their  ports. 

5.  Section  14  will  not  apply  to  foreign  steamers  carrying  passengers  from  the 
United  States  under  the  flags  of  those  countries  whose  Inspection  laws  approxi- 
mate those  of  the  United  States  and  that  have  entered  into  reciprocal  relations 
with  the  United  States.  The  countries  which  have  such  approximate  laws  and 
which  have  entered  into  such  relations  are  Denmark,  Frauce,  Germany,  Great 
Britain.  Canada,  New  South  Wales,  New  Zealand,  Japan,  the  Netherlands,  and 
Norway. 

William  C.  Redfteld, 
Secretary  of  Commerce. 


THE  EHGUSH  HOP  CKOF. 

[Connul  Samuel  M.  Taylor,  Blrmlngbani,  Sept  16.] 

With  reference  to  the  Englisli  hop  crop  it  is  stated  that  in  many  of 
the  gardens  in  the  counties  of  Worcester,  Hereford,  Surrey,  Hamp- 
shire, Kent,  and  Sussex  the  blight  has  mastered  the  plant,  and  many 
of  these  gardens  will  not  have  a  hop  piclced  in  them,  while  others  of 
tiiese  badly  blighted  gardens  may  secure  a  few  hundredweiglits  to 
the  acre.  The  low  temperature  and  absence  of  rain  which  prevailed 
during  Jime  and  the  first  half  of  July  retarded  the  growth  of  the 
plant  and  is  accountixble  for  the  shortness  of  bine  in  most  gardens. 
The  rains  which  commenced  in  the  middle  of  July  materially  as- 
sisted those  gardens  that  had  been  thoroughly  waslied,  and  by  the 
middle  of  August  the  aphis  blight  had  rim  its  course,  so  the  cones  are 
perfectly  clean  and  free  from  all  disease,  and  having  been  produced 
on  a  slight  bine  have  had  the  advantage  of  exposure  to  the  sim,  which 
has  put  condition  into  them.  It  can  be  safely  said  that  the  crop  will 
not  exceed  half  of  that  of  last  year,  perhaps  some  250,000  to  260,000 
hundredweights  (28,000,000  to  29,120,000  pounds). 
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SIEAHHHIF  SESVICE  BETWEEN  HEW  TOXZ  AXD  ABOHAHOEL. 

[Onomudal  Attadt  Bmtj  D.  Baker,  fotrotra^  BomU,  Sept  10^] 

The  Russian-American  Line  between  New  York  and  Archangel 
has  given  notice  that  it  will  continue  its  present  direct  service  of 
steamers,  one  every  11  days,  between  these  two  ports  untU  the  end 
of  January.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  as  these  steamers  can  not 
leave  Archangel  during  the  winter  months  in  ballast,  as  they  have 
been  doing  lately,  it  will  be  necessary  to  arrange  export  of  goods 
from  Kussia  to  America  on  these  steamers,  up  to  about  1,500  tons 
per  sailing,  which  would  stiffen  the  vessels  for  tiieir  run  across  the 
Atlantic. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  prad;ical  lifting  of  the  embargo  on  Uie  ex- 
portation of  many  classes  of  goods,  such  as  skins,  now  in  great  de- 
mand in  the  United  States,  through  the  arrai^ement  ^  whereby  such 
goods  can  be  consigned  to  the  Sw:retary  of  Cbnunerce  under  guar- 
antees that  they  will  not  be  reexported  in  any  form,  will  release  for 
export  to  the  United  States  a  great  quantity  of  goods  purchased  be- 
fore the  outbreak  of  the  war  but  detained  here  because  of  the  em- 
bargo. The  immediate  exportation  of  these  goods,  as  well  as  furs 
and  skins  purchased  at  tlie  present  fair  at  Nizhni  Novgorod  and 
certain  other  classes  of  goods  that  have  been  on  the  embargo  list, 
may  assist  the  Kussian-American  Line  to  maintain  its  sailings  dur- 
ing the  winter  up  to  the  end  of  January.  After  this  time  it  is 
planned  to  have  a  service  with  Kola  in  northern  Lapland  imtil  May, 
when  Archangel  will  again  be  free  of  ice. 

The  steamers  of  the  Russian- American  Line  between  New  York 
and  Archangel  include  the  KurskyCearitzti,  C zar^ and DwinskyVlActL 
make  the  trip  between  New  York  and  Archangel  in  about  two  weeks. 
They  pursue  a  diort  northerly  course,  which  takes  them  between  Ice- 
land and  Greenland.  During  the  summer  this  line  erected  large 
warehouses  at  Archangel,  sufficient  to  store  temporarily  all  the  goods 
arriving  or  departing  by  its  ships. 


PTTTT.TPPTTTF.  CEHEirT  PLAKT  IN  OPEEATION. 

tE^m  the  FblUpplne  Free  Press.] 

Information  has  been  received  from  Manila  that  the  first  shipment 
of  cement  from  the  plant  of  the  Rizal  Cement  Company,  at  Binan- 
gonan,  Province  of  Rizal,  has  been  received  by  a  local  firm.  The 
works  have  been  under  construction  for  stmie  time,  but  were  com- 

Sleted  only  a  few  weeks  ago.  Thev  have  a  capacity  of  500  barrels  a 
ay.  Tests  of  the  product,  both  here  and  abroad.,  have  be^  very 
satisfactoiT,  proving  it  equal  to  the  best  imported  cement.  Some  ac- 
count of  the  plant,  before  its  actual  erection,  was  published  in  the 
Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  September  27, 1912. 

>  To  secure  eacb  eblpmenta.  It  in  necesBary  (1)  to  file  application  for  approval  of  tbelr 
release  wltb  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce;  <2)  to  guarantee  tttat  no 
part  of  Bucb  abtpmcDta  wlU  be  exported  from  tbe  United  BUtes;  (3>  to  file  a  bond  wltb 
tbe  Imperial  KuBstao  Government  coverlDg  the  entire  value  of  the  stilpment,  aucb  a  bond 
to  run  for  tbree  yeara  or  until  peace  abail  bare  been  declared  wltb  all  belllserenta. 
Fcmoa  of  ai^Hcatlon  maj  be  obtuned  from  tbe  Bnrean  of  Foreign  aiut  Domeiac  Com- 
merce or  Its  brancb  idftcea. 
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ABGEHTinX  NATZOHAL  BTTIiaET  FKEPABED. 

[Consal  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  BuenoB  Aires,  Aug.  13.] 

The  estimate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Government 
of  Argentina  for  1916,  as  submitted  in  an  executive  message  to  Con- 
gress, gives  as  the  amount  to  be  expended  for  all  purposes  $144,- 
876,786  in  cash  (in  terms  of  United  States  currency)  and  $849^00  in 
bonds  and  obligations.  The  figures  for  the  revenue  given  in  the 
estimate  show  Uiat  more  than  one-third  of  the  amoimt  is  expected 
to  be  derived  from  the  receipts  of  the  customhouses,  while  the  inland 
taxation  has  been  increased  by  new  taxes  on  wine,  sugar,  and  beer. 

The  public  debt  will  be  considerably  augmented  by  the  issuing  of 
bonds  to  cover  the  cost  of  public  works.  It  is  proposed  that  $10,- 
251,470  shall  be  applied  to  this  work,  the  amount  being  part  of  a 
bond  issue  of  $29,722,000.  The  remaining  part  of  the  proceeds  will 
be  used  for  continuing  the  National  Sanitary  Works  and  for  other 
purposes.  The  Executive  is  to  be  authorized  to  obtain  loans  for 
short  periods  on  account  of  the  future  proceeds  of  the  bonds. 

The  preamble  accompanying  the  budget  compares  it  with  those  of 
previous  years,  showm^  that  a  reduction  from  the  figures  for  1914 
18  made,  both  in  administration  and  in  public  works,  while  cuts  are 
made  in  salaries  of  Government  employees  of  5  or  10  per  cent,  accord- 
ingto  the  amount  of  the  salary  received. 

The  expenditure  of  the  current  year  was  fixed  by  the  budget  now 
in  force  at  $161,908,788,  so  that  an  economy  is  intended  to  be  ef- 
fected next  year  to  the  amount  of  about  $17,000,000,  of  which  about 
$10,000,000  has  resulted  from  the  priming  of  all  administrative 
annexes  except  those  of  Congress  and  the  public  debt. 

The  public  debt  has  increased  by  $911,092. 
Ordinary  Expenses  of  Administration. 

The  estimates  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  administration  are 
fixed  in  the  budget  at  $126,284,065,  the  amounts  according  to  the 
several  classes  of  expenditure  being:  Congress,  $1,915,800;  interior, 
$19,233,538;  foreign  affairs  and  culto,  $1,734,672;  finance,  $6,927,156; 
public  debt,  $37,678,184;  justice  and  education,  $24,568,754;  war, 
$10,642,444;  marine,  $9,004,542;  Agriculture,  $4,600,457;  public 
works,  $2,977,434;  pensions,  $5,514,924;  resguardos,  $959,019;  sub- 
prefectures,  $527,081. 

The  expenses  of  public  works  are  fixed  at  $13,391,143  in  cash  in 
addition  to  bonds  and  obligations,  distributed  among  the  following 
departments:  Interior^  $596,363;  foreign  affairs  and  culto,  $219,433; 
finance,  $63,690;  justice  and  education,  $435,215;  marine,  $74,305; 
agriculture^  $473,429;  public  works,  $11,528,707. 

In  addition  to  the  amounts  mentioned  under  these  classifications, 
the  expenses  of  subsidies  and  beneficence  are  fixed  at  $5,201,578. 
(Previous  reports  on  the  Argentine  budget  were  published  in  Com- 
MERCB  Repobts  for  April  7  ajud  April  14, 1915.) 

[A  copy  in  Spanish  of  tbe  full  text  of  the  budget  for  1916.  as  submitted  to 
Gmgreaa,  will  bo  loaned  on  application  to  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Gonunerce  or  its  branch  offices,  itefer  to  file  No. 


Bock  salt  is  produced  by  deep  shaft  mining  in  eastern  United 
States;  the  annual  output  is  1,000,000  tons,  valued  at  $2  per  ton. 
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£HOLAVS'S  HEW  BXTBOET  ESTHCATES. 

Great  Britain's  new  bud^t,  as  drawn  up  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  indicates  an  increased  income  of  £32,904,000  ($160,- 
127,300)  from  the  new  or  augmented  taxes  and  duties  which  the 
document  proposes.  The  expenditure  in  the  fiscal  12  months  end- 
ing March  31,  1916,  is  estimated  at  £1,590,000,000  ($7,737,735,000) ; 
the  year's  re^'enue  on  the  basis  of  existing  taxes  is  placed  at  £272,- 
110,000  ($1,324,223,300).  "With  the  additional  amounts  anticipated 
from  collections  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  there  remains  a  deficit 
of  £1,284,986,000  ($6,253,384,400). 

Certain  of  the  new  imposts  were  set  forth  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  September  27;  others  are  indicated  in  the  following  summaiy 
of  estimated  receipts,  in  which  the  values  hare  been  converted  to 
American  dollars  at  the  rate  of  $4.8665  to  the  pound  sterling: 


N«w  Boorces  of  nreaoe. 


FaUrcVs 
jMd. 


Yield  this 
fmt. 


VKW  TAXBS  UXD  ADDmcm. 

Incometaz  (rabed  40  pM*  cent  per  annum)  

Supertax  (new  sfule)  

War  praflu  (50  per  cent)  

Buear  (raised  from  44.6  cents  toS2.2Tl  per  bmidre<iwel(hto)  

Tobacco  

Tea  (50  per  cent  added,  raising  tlM  rate  fram  U.3  cwita  to       oents  per 

pound)  

Coco*,  coffee  and  cbtoory  (60  per  cent  added  to  3  eeott  per  pound,  13.407 

per  hundredweight,  and  $3,324  per  hundredweight,  reepectively)  

Dried  fruits  (50  per  oant  added)  

Motor  splrll  (O.i  cents  per  galloa  added  to  proMat  ntMof  8.1  oenta  sod 

Scents)  

Patent  medicines  (doutdcd)  

NEW  lUPOSr  DUTIB9. 

Holor  cars  and  cycles  (33}  per  cent  od  valorem)  

Kinema  films  (33^  per  cent  od  valorem)  

Clocks  and  watono,  mualo^  bmtniffiant^  plsto  ibm,  nd  bats  (3S)  per 
cent  ad  valorem)  

Total  new  taxation  

PCHlol,  telegraph  and  telephone ctIarges^  nigherratesrorheavjlettersand 
for  parcels,  press  sad  other  telegiams,  postal  orders,  and  telepbonee  (with 
a  saTbig  of  ldU7,C33  In  expenditure)  


$21»,07S,W0 
13,06B,5fiO 
145,005,000 
08,938,050 
X4,n»,lW 

•54,884, 928 
10,482,975 
28^199,010 

n.m.Tso 

(*) 

1,411,275 
87S,975 

?i 

5,353,  ISO 
1,310,  «2S 

2,876,575 

9,800,438 

i,H6,eoo 

1,946,600 

(>) 

497,137,300 

160^137,900 

M,310,84D 

9,633, 670 

•  Btlttab  himdredwelglit— 113  ponnda. 

»  Not  suted,  bat  inelnded  in  tfie  total  as  t»,839,«»  for  aU. 

Since  the  presentation  of  the  budget  to  Parliament  on  September 
21  there  has  been  much  discussion  of  the  new  levies  and  certain  modi- 
fications will  doubtless  be  made  before  the  final  passage  of  the  law. 
Among  the  changes  so  far  proposed  are  the  exemption  of  motor 
trucks  and  plate  glass  from  the  38^  per  cent  import  duty. 

British  merchants  are  already  shaping  their  businesses  to  the  new 
times.  Manchester  tobacconists  have  decided  to  increase  the  retail 
prices  of  all  cigarettes  by  2  cents  per  packet  of  10,  by  4  cents  per 
packet  of  20,  and  by  4  cents  per  ounce  when  the  cigarettes  are  sold  by 
weight;  and  to  raif^e  the  price  of  all  tobaccos  by  4  cents  per  ounce  and, 
in  regard  to  imported  cut  tobaccos,  by  5  cents  per  ounce.  Liquor 
dealers  are  not  affected,  as  neither  spirits  nor  beers  are  subjected  to 
heavier  taxation.  The  proposal  to  increase  the  duty  on  coffee,  tea, 
cocoa,  and  sugar  has  had  the  result  in  some  centers  of  almost  clean- 
ing out  the  local  grocers'  supplies  of  these  commodities,  as  housewives 
made  haste  to  lay  in  stocks  in  anticipation  of  advanced  prices. 
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Cinematograph  manners  are  facing  a  general  increase  in  the 
price  of  new  fiuns,  to  o^t  which  there  may  be  a  slight  advance  in 
admission  charges.  The  abolition  of  the  halfpenny  (1-cent)  post, 
which  is  one  of  the  changes  proposed  under  the  postal  department, 
will  especially  affect  those  large  British  commercial  houses  that 
send  out  thousands  of  invoices  and  statements  monthly. 


SEEK  TTHIFOBHITT  IN  SOAP  SPECIFICATIONS. 

The  question  of  reducing  the  number  of  specifications  for  soaps 
purchased  by  the  United  States  Government  and  adopting  a  few 
definite  specifications  that  will  cover  products  in  common  use 
throughout  the  country  was  considered  recently  at  a  conference  of 
representatives  from  a  number  of  departmental  and  independent 
bureaus  and  offices.  The  matter  had  been  taken  up  by  the  Bureau  of 
Standards,  to  meet  the  objection  that  has  been  made  by  certain 
manufacturers  to  the  effect  that  some  of  the  Government  specifica- 
tions do  not  conform  to  commercial  brands,  and  hence  necessitate 
special  preparaition,  with  consequent  higher  cost 

A  full  discussion  that  took  place  at  this  conference  brought  out 
the  fact  that  the  consensus  of  opinion  amon^  those  assembled  was 
that  it  was  desirable  to  secure  greater  uniformity  in  the  purchases  by 
different  departments  and  offices  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  kinds 
called  for  to  a  few  simple  tvpes.  One  or  two  committees  were 
organized  to  secure  and  assemble  data  for  use  as  a  basis  for  future 
recommendations. 

The  importance  of  such  recommendations  may  be  realized  by  ob- 
serving the  figures  which  represent  the  magnitude  and  rapidity  of 
growth  of  the  soap  industry  in  the  United  States.  In  1909  the  value 
of  the  products  of  tlie  soap  manufactories  of  the  country  was  $111,- 
357,777,  while  in  19M  the  value  of  the  products  was  $68,274,700. 
Previou^to  that  year  the  statistics  had  been  collected  for  the  soap  and 
candle  industries  combined,  the  amount  in  1890  being  $53,231,017. 


SPANISH  HONEY  BABBES  IS  CUBA. 

[Consal  Ilcnr;  SI.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  vice  consal  at  Habann ;  dated  Sept.  15.] 

On  August  12,  1915,  the  Chief  Executive  of  Cuba  issued  a  decree 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  all  foreifm  moneys  of  silver  or  cop- 
per, with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  United  States.  On  September 
12,  1915,  this  important  decree  was  followed  by  another  prohibiting 
the  circulation  in  Cuba  of  Spanish  silver  and  copper  money  after 
December  1,  next,  and  also  barring  the  importation  and  circulation 
of  centenes  and  louis,  Spanish  and  French  gold  coins. 

The  importance  of  this  decree  may  be  more  clearly  understood 
when  it  is  explained  that,  according  to  the  best  estimates  obtainable, 
there  is  at  present  in  circulation  in  Cuba  approximately  $30,000,000 
in  Spanish  and  French  gold  and  $5,000,000  in  Spanish  silver.  In 
fact,  in  the  country  districts  of  western  Cuba  this  money  is  at 
present  used  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  the  American  and  Cuban 
currency.  However,  in  eastern  Cuba  American  money  has  been  used 
exclusively  since  the  American  occupation  in  1898-99. 
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BUBBEB  GBOWma  IH  SOVADOS. 

[Consul  Q«aeral  Frederic  W.  Ooding,  OuftTaqoU,  Aug.  24.] 

The  rubber  tree,  Castilloa  elastica,  has  added  considerably  to 
Ecuador's  wealth.  It  grows  wild  in  the  tropical  parts  of  the  Re- 
public, at  an  altitude  of  500  feet  above  sea  level,  resembling  in  gen- 
eral appearance  some  species  of  eucalyptus.  The  fruit  usuaUy  ripens 
in  February,  presenting  a  flattened  appearance,  1  to  2  inches  broad. 
The  seeds,  about  the  size  of  a  small  pea,  contain  18  per  cent  of  oU 
and  a  crystallized  bitter  substance.  The  pulp  is  eaten  by  parrots, 
monkeys,  and  other  animals.  Exposed  to  the  air,  the  seeds  rapidly 
desiccate,  losing  25  per  cent  of  their  weight  in  three  days.  A  longer 
exposure  reduces  their  weight  by  one-half,  which  leaves  Uiem  with- 
out germinating  power,  as  it  is  very  rare  for  development  to  occur 
from  seeds  thus  reduced. 

Kubber  plantations  have  been  formed  in  the  Balzar  and  Tengiiel 
districts  and  in  Manabi  and  Esmeraldas,  with  more  than  a  miUion 
trees.  A  law  was  passed  in  1904  providing  a  bounty  of  5  cents  for 
each  rubber  tree  that  should  be  planted  and  pass  the  age  of  5  years. 
Thus  far  but  one  plantation,  with  more  than  300,000  trees,  has 
attempted  to  profit  by  this  provision,  as  yet  without  results. 

In  Ecuador  it  has  been  found  profitable  that  "bleeding"  should 
begin  with  the  seventh  year  of  growth,  for  at  that  age  the  tree  is  in 
f uH  vigor,  when  from  four  or  five  cuts  a  tree  will  yield  2  pounds  of 
rubber  and  produce  indefinitely. 
Better  Prieei  Awaited  for  KarketixK  Prodvet. 

For  many  years  Ecuador  has  annually  exported  rubber,  formerly 
in  considerable  quantities  and  at  high  prio^.  At  one  time  $72  for 
each  100  pounds  was  realized,  while  the  present  prices  are  $2^91 
and  the  quantity  but  16  tons.  Most  of  this  went  to  the  United  States. 
The  decrease  in  price  has  reacted  on  the  production,  so  that  at  pres- 
ent very  little  effort  is  made  to  gather  it  With  a  return  of  better 
prices  new  interest  will  be  awakened,  eventuating  in  more  rubber 
plantations  here. 

Several  other  plants  growing  in  Ecuador  yield  rubber,  the  names 
of  but  few  being  obtainable,  as  little  attention  is  devoted  to  the 
question  of  new  sour(%s.  One,  an  enormous  climbing  plant  called 
matapalo"  {Ficu$  dendrocida) ,  winds  around  any  of  the  forest 
trees,  and  as  it  develops  into  a  great  octopuslike  vine,  a  foot  or  more 
thick,  the  enveloped  tree  is  smothered  and  dies,  leaving  the  gigantic 
climber  standing  in  its  place.  The  climbing  giant  yields  rubber,  and 
there  is  a  plentiful  supply. 

There  are  also  many  small  shrubs  of  the  genera  Apocynum  and 
Brosimnm,  yielding  a  milky  juice  which  coagulates  into  a  gum  with 
the  qualities  of  rubber. 


KATE  OF  EXCHAHOE  KESTBICTS  CHmESE  PUBCHASES. 

[Consal  General  Fred  D.  Flsber,  Tientsin,  Aug.  16.] 

The  rate  of  exchange  between  local  currency  and  gold  is  so  un- 
favorable that  the  local  import  trade  is  nearly  at  a  standstill.  The 
chief  openings  for  American  imports  must  for  the  present  lie  in  sub- 
stitutes for  articles  which  are  in  large  demand  and  can  not  now  be 
had  from  former  sources  of  supply,  such  articles  as  dyestu&,  window 
glass,  and  needles. 
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OftTTAIITAW  XAHS  PATEHTS  A5D  HOHSSIEU)  ENTBIES. 

[Tie*  Counl  6.  C  Woodward,  Tanconw,  Brltlih  Oolnmbta.  Sept.  4.] 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1915  there  were  issued  in  the  four 
Provinces  of  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  Alberta,  and  British  Colum- 
bia, and  the  Yukon  Territory  11,172  land  patents,  including  home- 
steads, mineral,  railway,  and  other  lands,  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  1,824,381  acres,  as  compared  with  17,492  patents,  amounting  to 
2,878,811  acres,  issued  during  a  similar  period  of  the  previous  year,  a 
decrease  of  6,320  patents  and  1,054,431  acres. 

During  the  same  period  the  homstead  entries  for  1915  amounted  to 
8,243,  as  compared  with  13^40  for  the  pi'evious  jear.  a  decrease  of 
4,997.  The  following  table  forms  a  comparative  list  oi  the  entries  by 
Provinces : 


Provtnoes. 

leu 

WIS 

1,605 
fi,301 
5,  MO 
«H 

1,033 
S,783 
3,255 
273 

18,240 

8.343 

The  following  table  gives  the  natiomalities  of  the  homesteaders 
daring  the  first  six  months  of  1915 : 


NationaUfy. 


Number. 


NnmbM'. 


Nationality. 


Number. 


AaKrkitDt  

Aimbiuu  

Aastro-Hunsviiuis. . . 

Bdcluu  

Baunn  Btatca  

Brfttsb: 

Oaaadlsns— 
From  Alberta 
Fnni  BrfUA 
Columbia.. 
Vnm  Htnl- 

toba.  

From  New 
BnmBwfck. 
From  NoTa 

Seotla  

From  Ontario 
From  PrlDCO 
Edward  It- 
land  


2 

1,107 
45 

30. 


138 
S2 

6SS 

50 

83 
OH 


24 


British— Conllntied. 
Canadians— Coo. 
^omQuebee 
From  Saa- 
fcatdiowan . 
Beturned 
from  United 

Sutw  

Engjlsh  

Hlndooa  

Irbh  

Newfbuodtand- 

en  

Ntrw  Zcalanders. 
Persons  who  had 
prrrioua  mtr;  . 

Scotch  

Sooth  Airicuu... 
Chinese  


147 


9 

1,082 

136 

5 
1 

1,451 
301 
1 
2 


Danes  (Indadtnf  toe- 
lenders)   

French  

Qennaos  

Greeks  

Hollanders  

Italians  

Japanese  

Horwegluis  

Russians  (iDolodbic 
Russian  Jews)  

Booth  Amerioans  

Spanish. ............. 

Swedes  

Swiss  

Turks  

Total  


101 


8 
19 
75 

3 
173 

SS5 
4 
4 

U4 
U 
4 


8.243 


NEW  TELAXJT06ILAPH  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stockholm,  Aug.  27.] 

A  new  telautograph  or  telewriter,  an  instrument  for  telegraphic 
transmission  of  ordinary  handwriting,  has  just  been  invented  oy  two 
Swedish  engineers.  This  new  apparatus  apparently  differs  entirely 
from  the  fundamental  principles  of  other  telautographs.  The  most 
characteristic  feature  of  the  apparatus  seems  to  be  that  it  can  be 
used  independently  of  the  electrical  resistance  of  the  line.  It  can  be 
connected  alternately  to  a  long  or  short  line  without  any  adjustment 
of  the  resistance,  and  can  consequently  be  used  in  connection  with 
the  public  telephone  systems.  This  apparatus  has  been  in  practical 
use  lor  some  time  for  testing  purposes,  and  its  manufacture  for  com- 
mercial exploitation  has  now  oeen  started. 
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KABSET  FOB  fHOHOOBAPra  IH  STRAITS  SETTLEKEHTS. 

Vice  Consul  Caspar  L.  Dreier,  at  Singapore,  reports  that  there  is 
an  excellent  market  in  that  city  for  the  sale  of  phonographs.  These 
afford  one  of  the  most  valued  forms  of  amusements  during  the  long 
tropical  evenings,  and  their  popularity  is  increased  by  the  compara- 
tive absence  of  the  more  highly  organized  kinds  of  entertainment. 
Mr.  Dreier  says  tliat  the  talking  macliines  possess  a  fascination  not 
only  for  European  residents,  but  for  the  Indians  and  coolies  in  their 
tenement  quarters  and  the  dwellers  in  the  jungle  huts.  They  are 
considered  as  having  marlced  advantages  in  the  way  of  education 
and  as  furnishing  an  inspiration  toward  advancement. 

In  Singapore,  with  its  mixed  cosmopolitan  population,  brought 
together  from  many  nations  and  races,  it  is  found  necessary  to  pro- 
vide a  ^a.t  variety  of  records,  in  diverse  languages  and  appealing 
to  the  mdividual  tastes  of  the  purchasers.  Mr.  Dreier  states,  for 
example,  that  the  higher  class  or  Chinese,  although  they  yielded  to 
the  attraction  of  the  instrument,  did  so  only  when  music  of  their  own 
national  type  was  procurable.  European  music,  however,  is  often 
heard  in  districts  surprising  to  the  stranger. 

According  to  this  report,  the  importation  of  phonographs  into  the 
Straits  Settlements  now  amounts  to  many  thousands  of  dollars  each 
year,  the  machines  varying  from  the  highest  class  to  the  older  kinds 
and  cheaper  makes.  Many  retail  firms  in  Singa^re  handle  them, 
and  music  houses  regard  them  as  constituting  an  important  part  of 
their  trade. 

[The  DomeB  of  three  of  the  principal  dealers  in  pbonographs  In  Singapore  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  brandi 
offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  G1620.1 


aOLD  AKS  TBAVELEBS'  CHECKS  IH  BTTSSIA. 

[Consul  North  Wlnshlp,  Petrograd,  July  15.1 

Americans  intending  to  visit  Russia  should  be  informed  not  to 
bring  gold  or  travelers'  cliecks.  Persons  bringing  gold  to  Russia 
are  unable  to  negotiate  it  at  a  favorable  rate  and  must  nevertheless 
exchange  it,  since  no  gold  is  permitted  to  be  taken  out  of  the  country 
or  to  be  sent  from  Russia,  except  with  a  special  permit  from  the 
Minister  of  Finance. 

Travelers*  checks  show  on  their  face  the  amount  to  be  received  in 
rubles,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  1.93  for  the  dollar.  The  banking 
institutions  in  this  city  refuse  to  give  more  than  this  face  value, 
except  in  a  few  instances,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that,  to-day  for 
instance,  the  rate  of  exchange  is  about  'J. 72  to  2.75. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  parties  holding  these  checks  can  nego- 
tiate them  at  a  higher  rate,  but  this  depends  on  the  success  of  the 
holder  in  finding  a  bank  or  individual  in  great  need  of  dollars  in 
America.  Even  so  the  rate  paid  is  arbitrary. 

This  difficulty  may  be  evaded  tlirough  certified  checks  on  New 
York  banks,  letters  of  credit,  or  the  establishment  of  a  credit  in  a 
bank  here  by  depositing  dollars  in  America. 

It  is  also  well  to  mention  that  persons  leaving  Russia  are  not 
allowed  to  carry  more  than  the  value  of  500  rubles  out  of  the  country 
without  a  special  permit  from  the  Minister  of  Finance.  This  does 
not  include  railroad  and  steamship  tickets,  which  may  be  purchased 
here  through  to  New  York. 
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lUTD  XE&SZKO  nr  SOUTH  XANCEITBIA. 

[Consul  0«n«r&l  P.  6.  IleliitxleQiBii,  Mukdeo,  Cbloa.] 

Twenty-two  time-expired  Japanese  soldiers  have  been  accepted  by 
ihe  land  department  of  the  South  Mandiuria  Railway  Co.  as  lessees 
of  land  for  ctdtivation  in  the  railway  area.  The  lands  leased  to 
th^  are  mostly  at  Tiehling  and  Kungchuling  and  are  about  1,100 
acres  in  total  area,  each  bemg  allowed  50  acres.  The  company  is 
pursuing  the  policy  of  canceling  all  leases  held  by  tenants  only  in 
name  with  a  view  to  disposing  of  them  at  a  profit.  The  railway 
company  will  advance  $150  to  each  of  the  above-mentioned  lessees. 

At  the  end  of  July,  1915,  the  land  in  the  South  Manchuria  Bail- 
way  area  rented  for  house  lots,  cultivation,  and  other  purposes  was 
12,294  acres  to  3,B81  tenants.  The  rents  accruing  therefrom 
amounted  to  $46,152.  In  point  of  the  land  area  under  cultivation, 
Tiehling  leads  the  list,  ana  is  followed  by  Tashihchiao,  Wafangtien, 
Liaoyang,  and  Kungchuling.  The  total  area  of  the  Japanese  rail- 
way lands  in  and  out  of  the  Leased  Territory  is  only  about  70 
square  miles,  so  that  these  lands  do  not  afford  any  opportunity  for 
colonization,  a  very  large  part  being  required  for  strictly  railway 
purposes. 

Vew  Treaty  Bights — Tax  SefoTms. 

By  article  2  of  the  treaty  between  Japan  and  China  respecting 
South  Manchuria  and  Eastern  Inner  Mongolia,  signed  May  25,  1915. 
Japanese  have  secured  the  right  to  lease  land  in  South  Mancliuria 
for  erecting  building  for  tratfe  and  manufacture  and  for  conducting 
agricultural  enterprises.  By  an  exchange  of  notes  annexed  to  the 
trea^  the  two  Govemmwts  agree  that  the  term  "  lease  "  in  the  treaty 
shall  be  understood  to  imply  a  lease  of  not  more  than  30  years,  uncon- 
ditionally renewable.  According  to  article  5  of  the  same  treaty 
Japanese  leasing  land  in  the  interior  of  South  Manchuria  are  amena- 
ble to  Chinese  police  laws  and  ordinances  and  must  pay  Chinese 
taxes.  These  laws  and  ordinances,  and  also  the  schedule  of  taxes, 
must,  however,  receive  the  approval  of  the  Japanese  consul  before 
they  can  be  enforced. 

At  Jai)anese  suggestion  the  Chinese  Government  proposes  to  alter 
the  existing  system  of  taxation  in  South  Manchuria  and  Eastern 
Mongolia  which  is  held  to  be  ill  adapted  to  the  new  conditions  cre- 
ated by  the  recent  treaty  with  Japan  and  conducive  to  intemiational 
comphcations.  Accordmgly  the  civil  governor  here,  under  instruc- 
tions from  Peking,  has  deputed  a  number  of  officials  throughout 
those  districts  to  make  invesiigations  and  propose  reforms. 

USE  OF  COKE  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Consul  Goncral  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stockholm,  Aug.  27.] 

The  Swedish  State  Railway  management  has  just  purchased  in 
"Westphalia,  Germany,  20,000  tons  of  coal  briquets  and  72,000  tons 
of  coke  for  use  as  locomotive  fuel.  A  circulnr  has  been  issued  to  all 
the  district  railroad  managers  giving  instructions  in  regard  to  their 
use.  The  coal  will  be  osed  alone,  but  a  mixture  of  coke  and  briquets 
may  be  undertaken  later,  as  experiments  in  Denmark  tend  to  snow 
that  such  a  mixture  with  English  coal  is  a  success.  It  is  stated  that 
in  mixing  about  equal  proportions  of  coke  and  coal  briquets  will 
be  used. 
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AirOTJST  EXPOBTS  OF  BItE&DSTUFFS,  MEAT  PfiODTTGTS,  ETC. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  domestic  breadstuffs, 
cottonseed  oil,  food  animals,  meat  and  dairy  products,  cotton,  and 
mineral  oils  from  the  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States 
during  August  and  the  eight  months  ended  August,  1914  and  1915: 


Items. 


EXroBTS  BT  OBOvra. 

Breodstaffs  (l(rflara . 

cottonseed  oil  {Z^; 

Cattle,  hoga,  and  slieep  dollars  . 

Meat  and  dury  prodnola   dollars. 

jbales... 

Cotton  -^pounds. 

lacdlars  . 

Hlnendolte  {§S&': 

Total  doUais. 


BZFOST8  BT  FBCtCIPAL  ARTICLES. 


Com, 


Beer,  fiesh  

Bee^  pldded,  etc. 


OleooU. 


Bacoo. 


/bushels . 
■\dollflr3 . . 

n.h.  I  bushels. 

 {dollars.. 

vjt,mmt  /bushels . 
 \dollars . . 

^  (SlS.: 

 {a^:: 

pounds . 
dollars  . 

Sounds . 
ollars.. 

Sounds, 
ollars.. 
pounds . 
.dollars.. 

Sounds. 
oUars . 
pounds, 
dollars  . 

Sounds, 
ollars . 

Pork,  pickl«l,  etc  te^- 

Lard  compouBd.  - 

 tt:: 

lUumlnaUagon  l^^^- 

LobrteitingoU  fe^; 

Gasoline,  naphtha, etc  {dfllara' 

Ewiduum,  fuel  oil,  etc.  ^5iVi2« ' 


Hams  and  shoulders . 
Lard  


Neutral  lard . 


Aogostr— 


1914 


sa,B»,m 

5,230,097 
«H,29S 
5S,334 
8,522.697 
21,210 
10,916,n8 
1,309,117 
145,783,792 
7, 838,791 


47,667,366 


4S7,2S3 
423,408 

1,410,999 
635,238 
24,079,966 
23,659,680 
701,188 

3,397,955 

2,891,227 
750,939 
910,491 
113,823 

2,203,769 
207,  P95 

4.  4J;l.  700 
117 

14,  i7(i,  1S7 
S.71!',  4.--!> 

i.;;.i4,iwi 

24.'tM,r,9G 
1',  7-12,  :i  ;o 

l.  'll.!,  \ii 
177,  7Jil 

:i,7lll,71'7 
■J1>',:":7.S 

l,-liJL',t.;il 

lfl,r,;ti,yH:( 

:i,ur.,7S3 
i,7.ti;,'i74 

:',  2-l'J,  ^92 
l.l>7.i,;i37 
b3,l>0lj,427 
1,060,  WO 


19U 


8  months  coded  Aagoit — 


1014 


29,306,900 
25,178,445 
1,785,093 
516,736 
16,002,231 
162,059 
83,012,040 
7,625,631 
232,224,014 
13,993, 873 


70,220,483 


880,161 
7R4, 108 
3,136,124 
1,834,327 
16, 725, 134 
20,622,233 
785, 175 
4, 759, 852 
3,599,.S39 
575,442 
25, 759,992 
3,534,569 
2,3ASC3 
265.172 
8,503,414 
1,031.000 
37,430,531 
4,738,423 
20,483,755 
2.759,020 
24, 846,929 
2,510,040 
1,629,739 
157,284 
4,385,030 
454.360 
4,270,243 
31S.663 
16,119.217 
370,872 
77,770.001 
4,765,287 
22,715,614 
2,936,820 
31,697,472 
3, 535,  gj2 
84,921,710 
^335,042 


120,633,277 
123, 72S,  103 
8,877,044 
687,507 
80,333,220 
3.734, 414 
1,027,606.811 
238,401,930 
1,493,037, 331 
94,318,958 


541,251,036 


r..:v,s,  185 

4,  7-111,  454 
:^,iii-;,(i6i 
1,  lfK,.S13 
7U,^'Jl,il59 
in.  :!s:i,  469 
(i,  77.7,  ii05 
31,2^7, 129 
A,'S2A.\M 

I,nn.(i57 
1  .■-■;.'I09 
.'38 

!;.,-■  ■  ■,  757 
I,."' 'I,, 05 
G-t/-'-.,''45 
(■.,--rF..-.20 
nL',;Ui.:87 
1.1.1':;-,,  A2 
Uu,  I  V.I,  .78 
14,1^7.-. .108 

2M),:n,s77 
yi,  i;«i,s72 
17,  llif,(61 

:'7,7.l;7.iii 
■j.'j'j'i.r.io 

;i4.  7!i  i,  780 
■l'2V2.  45 
7--.  Mil,  .".71 

■.<,.-:iv.-l7 
(■.9;i.:.'.i:!,i87 

47.,11J-.  :J84 
12i-.Wt.s94 

17,II:j,  176 
1  's.  1  '28 

1'  .  ■  I  ..  .80 
4ul,UM,251 


ins 


372,428,994 
260,044,692 
18,398,046 
2,323,399 
172,150,623 
«,  009, 420 
3,179,963,937 
278, 776,948 
1,518,884,770 
92, 812,  £71 


836.809,584 


30,535,797 

32,203,9!« 

74,707,860 

45,034,673 
130,027,775 
205,608,367 

10, 181,901 

65.992,642 

69,802,n6 
0,313,675 
188, 787, 794 

24,430,428 

31,041,293 
3,345,012 

63,786,582 
7,747,223 
326, 103,620 

43,280,938 
190,206,636 

26,403,947 
315,518,440 

34,437,924 

21,647,266 
2,460,022 

41,517,063 
4.417,073 

45,000,230 
3,845,m 
103,016,954 
2.767.S86 
573,093,058 

34,257,675 
164,2S2,758 

21,448,848 
186,921,731 

21,240,956 
489,570.260 

13,000,209 


EOTPTIAJr  COTTOn  SESTEICTIOHS  SEKOVED. 

[Reutcr  dispatch  from  Cnlro.] 

It  is  stated  that  the  Egyptian  Council  of  Ministers  has  decided  to 
remove  the  prohibition  by  which  cultivators  are  not  allowed  to  devote 
more  than  one-third  of  their  property  to  cotton  cultivation. 


Farmers  of  Ontario  Province,  Canada,  are  now  buying  automo- 
biles in  large  numbers. 
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iu»E  BBmsE  sBsmsQ  PBonrs. 

[Uandfeater  Oaudlan,  S^t.  18.] 

The  we^'s  dividend  announcements  and  reports  of  shipping  com- 
panies confirm  the  impression  of  a  good  time  in  the  transport  in- 
dustry, both  actual  and  prospective.  "  Even  when  peace  was  again 
happily  with  us,"  said  the  chairman  of  Manchester  Liners  (Ltd.), 
at  the  meeting  last  week, "  profitable  rates  of  freight,  although  not  at 
present  levels,  would  rule  for  some  considerab^  period  to  come." 
This  confidence  appears  to  be  general.  The  directors  of  the  King 
Line,  of  London,  last  week  declared  an  interim  dividend  of  6  per 
cent,  as  against  2^  per  cent  last  September.  The  Cairn  Line,  a  Tyne 
concern,  announce  a  further  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  in  addition  to 
the  10  per  cent  paid  in  July,  which  makes  15  per  cent  already, 
against  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent  for  the  year  in  previous  years.  An- 
other Tyne  firm,  the  Sutherland  Steamship  Co.,  announce  an  interim 
dividend  of  20  per  cent,  as  compared  with  2^  per  cent  a  year  ago, 
the  full  dividend  for  each  of  the  two  precedmg  yeara  having  been 
15  per  cent. 

Two  annual  reports  published  to-day  show  a  similarly  healthv 
and  promising  condition  of  affaire.  Tae  acccounts  of  Rowland  & 
Marwood's  Steamship  Co.,  of  Whitby,  showed  an  available  sum  on 
July  31  of  $615,665,  as  compared  with  $503,701  for  the  previous  good 
year.  The  dividend  of  $6  per  $30  share  is  maintained,  there  are 
substantial  appropriations  of  $122,000  for  depreciation,  $73,000  to 
reserve  (reclassification  and  upkeep),  and  $50,000  to  income-tax 
reserve,  and  over  $250,000  is  carried  forward. 

Ireland  also  claims  a  share  of  shipping  prosperity.  The  year's 
profits  of  the  Dublin  firm  of  Thomas  Heiton  &  Co.  stand  at  $117,884, 
mcluding  a  carry-forward  of  $28,290;  the  ordinary  shareholders 
now  for  the  first  time  (5  per  cent  having  been  the  previous  high- 
water  mark)  receive  lOper  cent  for  the  year.  The  company  is  also 
able  to  write  $26,765  off^plant,  premises,  etc.,  to  set  aside  $5,000  for 
depreciation  of  investments,  and  to  place  $5,000  to  insurance  reserve 
account,  besides  carrying  $27,301  to  the  new  account.  These  returns 
are  interesting  as  showing  that  the  buoyancy  in  shipping  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  larger  concerns,  of  the  prosperity  of  which  the  active 
bidding  for  their  shares  has  been  sufficient  indication  recently. 


THIBD-CIASS  FULLXAHS  IN  EHGLAITO. 

English  railway  travelers  were  provided  with  an  innovation  on 
September  12,  when  Pullman  cars  for  third-class  passengers  were 
inaugurated  between  London  and  Brighton  and  Eastbourne.  Exter- 
nally the  cars  resemble  first-class  Pullmans  on  the  Brighton  line,  but 
nre  less  luxuriously  finished.  Each  car  is  60  feet  long  over  buffers, 
holds  56  persons,  and  the  seats  are  arranged  in  {lairs  on  either  side 
of  a  central  passage,  each  being  arranged  to  tip  up.  A  kitchen 
enables  meals  to  be  served.  Each  car  has  a  glass-fronted  cupboard 
containing  tools  for  use  in  emergency,  together  with  hand  grenades 
and  first-aid  equipment.  An  extra  18  cents  is  charged  for  each  seat 
occupied  in  addition  to  the  third-class  fare.  Apparently  this  new 
£^gli^  "  Pullman  "  is  similar  to  a  type  Hiat  has  been  used  on  Amer- 
ican railways  for  a  number  of  years. 

Digitized  by  Google 


OOMMEBOS  BBPOBTB. 


FOREIGN  TBASE  OFFOBTtrNITIES. 

[Wbexe  BddreBses  ure  omitted  they  >ur  be  obtatned  from  the  Bvreaa  or  Its  bruek 

OfltCCKi] 

Hardware,  jewelry,  etc..  No.  lsr»!>S. — Tbe  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating 
that  a  llrm  iu  tlie  NeUierlHiicl»  desires  trade  jouinuls  devoted  to  hardware, 
knives,  corkscrews,  enameled  articles,  cbeap  Jewelry,  belts,  purses,  children's 
caps,  socks,  and  stationery. 

Paper,  No.  18599. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  flrm  in  France  desires 
quotations  on  sulpburated.  inusliu,  and  grease-proof  paper.  Samples  of  the 
paper  desired  accompany  the  letter  and  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or 
its  branch  officea   (Refer  to  File  No.  68.) 

Cotton  duck,  cordage,  etc.,  No.  18G00.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada 
reports  that  a  business  man  in  ills  district  desires  to  correspond  with  manu- 
facturers  and  exporters  of  cottou  duck,  cordage,  paints,  and  light  hardware, 
with  a  view  to  haudliug  these  goods  ou  a  commission  basis. 

Enameled  ware.  No.  ISOOl. — A  reiiort  from  an  American  consular  officer  states 
that  a  flrm  in  Africa  desires  to  conimuuicate  with  manufacturers  of  enam- 
eled ware,  Including  pots,  pans,  kettles,  plates,  and  cups.  Samples  arc 
requested,  and  may  be  sent  ciire  of  the  American  consulate.  Prices  f.  o.  b. 
New  York  are  necessaix  and  quotations  c.  1.  t.  Port  Elisabeth  are  a 
decided  adrantage. 

Chemical  products,  patent  mcdieincn  etc.,  No.  18602, — A  company  in  Italy  in- 
foiiUK  an  American  consular  olBcer  that  It  desires  to  purchase  chemical 
products,  patent  medicines,  sanitary  articles,  and  household  novelties. 
Payment  to  be  30  ditys  or  c.  o.  d.  American  Express  Co.,  Naples  or  Rome. 
Refereuces  given. 

Cotton  goods,  haberdashery,  etc..  No.  1S003. — A  flrm  in  Persia  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  American  dealers  In  cotton  goods,  haberdashery,  and  shoes.  Prices, 
samples,  and  catalogues  should  be  sent  at  once.  Correspondence  may  be 
in  EYeuch  or  German. 

Bhect  gla»».  No.  1S604. — An  American  consular  officer  la  India  reports  that  a 
flrm  In  bis  district  Is  In  tUe  mnrket  for  sheet  glass. 

llachinery.  No.  18005.— An  Americ;in  consular  officer  in  the  United  Kingdom  re- 
ports tbat  a  manufacturer's  agent  Is  desirous  of  communicating  Avlth  manu- 
facturers of  machinery  for  making  butter  contnlners. 

Enameled  bathtuT)8,  No.  ISGOC-  A  firm  of  importers  in  Spain  Informs  an  Amer- 
ican consular  officer  tlint  it  desires  to  establish  coniniercinl  relations  with 
manufacturers  of  enamelct!  bathtubs.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  of  cast- 
iron  tubs  lined  with  porcelain,  as  well  as  steel  tubs  enameled  both  outside 
and  Inside,  are  requested,  together  with  full  Infomiatiou.  Quotations 
should  be  f.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment  or  c.  1.  f.  port  of  destination.  Oorre- 
siwndence.  If  possible,  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Ferrotype  photographic  supplieit.  No.  1S607. — A  report  from  an  American  con- 
sular officer  in  Australia  stiites  that  n  firm  iu  his  district  desires  to  eom- 
mtinicflte  with  Arms  on  the  Paciflc  const  willing  to  export  stocks  of  ferro- 
type photographic  supplies. 

Toga,  etc.,  No.  IRGOS. — A  business  man  In  the  United  Kingdom  has  written  an 
American  cousul  for  names  of  manufacturers  of  clockwork  toys  of  any 
description  nud  sensational  Joke  novelties.  Samples  and  prices,  stating  the 
very  latest  date  on  which  they  can  receive  orders  to  enable  them  to  have 
the  goods  by  the  end  of  November,  are  requested. 

noists,  blocks,  and  trolleyn.  No.  1800!). — An  American  consular  officer  In  India 
reports  that  a  flrm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists, 
and  full  Infoiinatlon  regarding  hoists,  blocks,  and  trolleys,  with  a  view  to 
securing  an  exclusive  agency.   Quotations  should  be  c.  1.  f.  Rangoon. 

Wearing  apparel.  No.  ISGIO. — A  reiwrt  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
Spain  states  that  there  Is  a  possible  market  in  Egyi>t  for  women's  hosiery 
and  underwear. 
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Copper,  trfcXwI,  etc^  No.  18611.— A  report  fFom  an  American  consnlaF  officer  in 
Portagal  states  that  a  flrai  In  his  district  desires  to  parcliase  cupro-niclcti 
copper,  brass  coppw,  antimony,  artlfidal  leather  In  sheets,  and  washed 
cotton  waste.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareau  or  its 
branch  (^ces. 

Tarpaulin,  No.  18612. — An  American  consnlar  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that  a 
business  man  In  bis  district  desires  to  purchase  tarpaulin  for  use  in  cotm- 
1ns  lifters  carrying  merchandise  to  and  from  boats,  as  well  as  for  other 

purposes.  Prices,  samples,  and  fnll  Information  are  requested.  Ninety 
days'  credit  is  desired,  but  cash  will  be  paid  Against  documents  in  foreign 
port.  If  necessary.  A  sample  of  the  tarpaulin  may  be  examined  at  the 
Bnreau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  File  Mo.  66550.) 

Bnuff,  No.  18618. — A  Arm  In  the  Far  East  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  to  be  furnished  with  names  ot  mannfactnrers  of  snnff. 

HaUf  No.  18G14. — ^An  Americui  consnlar  officer  reports  that  a  business  man  In 
France  wishes  to  represent  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  soft  feJt  hats. 
He  desires  an  exclusive  agency  for  all  of  France.  Beference  fumitdied. 

Onde-ear  partt.  No.  18915.— A  firm  In  Spain  Is  desirous  of  manufacturing  cycle 
cars,  and  it  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  ti  cone 
dutches,  gear  cases,  live  and  rear  axles,  and  otlier  parts.  Corrae^ndaica 
should  be  in  Spanish. 

Qas  e^ineg.  No.  18616.— An  American  consul  in  China  reports  that  a  mas 
wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists  with  discounts,  and  full  Informa- 
tion In  r^rd  to  horisontal  ianglnes  of  from  26  to  100  horsepower  to  use  gas 
from  suction  gas  generators  burning  anthracite  coal.  It  Is  Important  that 
illustrations  of  both  the  engines  and  gas  goierators  be  submitted. 

Uagne*ta  rinffs.  No.  18617.— A  report  from  on  American  consular  officer  in 
India  states  that  a  firm  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufacturers 

of  magnesia  rings  for  inverted  gas  mantles. 

Advertiaing  novelties.  No.  18618. — An  American  consular  officer  in  SwltBerland 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  maoufactnrers  of  noveitleB;  such  as  dgar  lighters,  notebooks,  nail 
dippers,  pencils,  and  penknives,  as  well  as  ash  trays,  paper  weights,  etc. 
American  terms  and  conditions  accepted.  Quotations  e.  1.  f.  French  poris 
are  desired.  Correspond&ice  may  be  in  Engltah. 

Ohristmaa  cards.  No.  18619.— An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United  King- 
dom reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  correspond  with  importers 
who  distribute  large  quantities  of  Christmas  cards  and  who  are  in  a 
portion  to  place  contracts  for  not  less  than  50,000  to  100,000  cards  for  a 
sln^e  design. 

Doctors*  and  dentists'  supplies,  etc.,  No.  18620. — firm  In  Italy  has  requested 
an  American  consul  to  place  It  in  tonch  with  dealers  and  mannfacturers 
desiring  agents  in  Italy  for  doctors',  dentlat^,  and  druggists'  supplies. 
Refemce  furnished.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

3*o<Ie(  «oap,  perfumery,  and  colors.  No.  18621. — ^A  company  in  India  informs  an 
American  consul  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufacture 
of  toilet  soap,  perfumery,  and  colors. 

Stearin,  No.  18^2. — ^An  American  business  man  In  France  states  that  he  de* 
sires  4-ounce  samples  of  stearin,  pure  saponlflcntlon  and  single  pressure. 
Prices  f.  0.  Ik  for  2-ton  lota,  duty  prepaid,  are  requested. 


Branch  Oi&ees  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Bomestio  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Koom  409  ITnited  Statei  Cnstomhoase;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Bnildlag; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Bailding;  St.  loais,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  021  tost  Office  Baliding;  Kew  Orleans.  1020  Hlbernia  Bank  Building ;  San 
Tianclsco,  306  ITnited  States  Castombouse;  Seattle.  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
atiTe  branch  offices:  CleTeland,  Chamber  of  Conuneroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Oomneree;  £oi  Ai^reles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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SECITBXHa  PTTBIICITT  AT  CAItAIIIAH  FAISS. 

[Consul  Felix  8.  8.  Jotanioii,  Klngaton,  Ontario,  Ang.  le.] 

Foreign  manufacturers,  through  Canadian  importers,  have  adopted 
many  methods  to  secure  publicity  for  their  goods.  Newspapers, 
catalogues,  hand  bills,  sign  boards,  circulars,  personal  letters,  and 
window  displays  are  used  in  the  endeavor  to  promote  sales.  One 
of  the  most  popular  forms  introduced  during  recent  years  is  that 
of  giving  demonstrations.  This  method  is  employed  in  the  case  of 
such  lines  as  dustless  mops,  stoves,  vacuum  cleaners,  painting  ma- 
terials, washing  machines,  biscuits,  cereals,  etc.  Many  importers 
hold  demonstrations  in  their  stores.  Show  windows  are  also  used 
to  a  considerable  extent  for  this  purpose. 

Some  importers,  however,  have  gone  a  step  farther,  extending 
their  demonstrations  and  exhibits  to  the  annual  fall  fair  held  in 
their  locality.  These  fairs  attract  farmers  for  many  miles  around, 
and  the  town  people  also  take  a  ^reat  interest  in  them.  The  major- 
ity of  importers  who  have  exhibits  at  fall  faii^  report  that  results 
have  been  very  satisfactory.  In  some  cases  many  immediate  sales 
have  been  made,  and  in  others  a  good  list  of  "  prospects  "  has  been 
secured,  which  resulted  in  sales  being  made  later.  Visitors  at  the 
fair  are  usually  looking  for  circulars,  booklets,  etc.,  and  in  many 
instances  are  careful  to  take  home  any  reading  matter  that  may  be 
distributed.  This  is  particularly  true  with  rogurd  to  the  farmers. 
Advertising  matter  of  this  kind  is  read  by  the  farmer  and  his  family 
and  often  results  in  inquiries  being  made  for  the  goods  thus  brought 
to  their  attention. 

[A  list  of  the  Importaat  fnll  fairs  In  the  Province  of  Outttrio  was  published 
In  CoHHEBCE  IEepobts  foF  July  30,  1015.] 

BooFnra  expebzments  is  gosta  bica. 

[Consul  C.  Donaldson,  Port  Llmon,  Sept,  5.] 

The  importation  of  galvanized- iron  roo&ig  into  this  district  is 
large,  as  it  has  been  used  not  only  for  practically  all  the  buildings  in 
this  city  and  vicinity  but  also  for  fences  and  sidings  instead  of  lum- 
ber. The  value  of  the  annual  importation  is  over  $200,000.  About 
GO  per  cent  comes  from  the  United  States,  30  per  cent  from  England, 
and  10  per  cent  from  Germany.  However,  the  Northern  Railway  Co., 
finding  that  galvanized  iron  does  not  long  resist  the  effects  of  the  cli- 
mate and  salt  sea  air,  especially  on  railway  sheds  and  roofs  of 
wharves,  where  locomotives  ai-e  continually  obliged  to  run  and  their 
smoke  comes  in  contact  with  the  roof,  are  now  experimenting  with 
other  materials  manufactured  into  roofing,  and  have  covered  one  of 
the  long  wharves  with  a  roofing  manufactured  of  cement  and  as- 
bestos. 

All  manufacturers  of  roofing  desirous  of  introducing  their  prod- 
ucts into  this  district  should  send  their  catalogues  to  the  Northern 
Railway  Co.,  the  United  Fruit  Co.,  and  Miiduro  &  Sons,  who  are 
practically  t^ie  only  firms  interested  in  the  importation  of  such 
materials. 

Catalogues  are  also  kept  on  file  at  the  consulate. 

WASHIKOTOH  :  GOTXRMUIItT  PBIVTIKa  orvicB :  uu 
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FEENCH  ALCOHOL  MONOPOLY  PROPOSED. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Vedltz.  American  embassy,  Paris,  Sept.  11.] 

The  French  Minister  of  Finance  has  presented  to  Parliament  a  bill 
proposing  to  suppress  the  privileges  oi  so-called  bouilleurs  du  cm, 
privileges  by  which  fftrmers  have  heretofore  been  permitted  to  distill 
alcohol  for  their  own  eonsnmption  without  paying  excise  taxes.  It  is 
also  proposed  that  there  should  be  a  Government  monopoly  on  de- 
natured alcohol  from  1917  onward,  and  that  the  inland  tax  on  alcohol 
be  raised  to  500  francs  per  hectoliter  ($96.50  per  26.42  gallons). 


SPECIFICATIONS  PEOVIDED  FOE  TEXTILE  GOODS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  provided  for  the  Com- 
missioners* Office  of  the  District  of  Coliunbia  several  complete  cloth 
specifications.  Heretofore  the  fabrics  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
uniforms  and  shirts  ft»r  policemen  and  firemen  in  the  District  have 
been  selected  by  simple  inspection.  The  awards  for  these  fabrics 
this  year  will  be  based  upon  carefully  drawn  specifications,  after 
analyzing  cloth  that  has  proven  satisfactory.  Furthermore,  a  care- 
ful examination  of  all  deliveries  of  goods  will  be  made  during  the 
year  by  the  bureau. 


VESSELS  ADMITTED  TO  AMEEICAN  EEQISTET. 

During  the  period  from  September  4  to  October  2,  1915,  the  Bu- 
reau of  Navigation  announces  that  there  were  admitted  to  American 
registry  under  the  act  of  August  18, 1914,  three  vessels  of  3,587  gross 
tons,  as  follows: 

Gag  yactat  Yendj/a,  7  tons,  Irving  J.  BIssell,  owner,  Grand  Haven,  Mich.;  for- 
merly British  steam  yneht  Ycndj/g. 

Steamer  Mmkegon,  8.323  tons,  American  Transatlantic  Co.  (Inc.),  New  York, 
K  Y. ;  formerly  Danish  Rtenmer  (Jotland. 

Schooner  Albania,  2i>7  tons,  William  Willard  Howard.  New  York,  N.  Y. ; 
formerly  Biitish  schooner  (J.  AI.  Cochrane. 

Totiil,  July  1  to  October  2,  1915,  17  vessels,  45,779  gross  tons;  grnnd  total, 
165  vessels,  560,140  gross  tons. 

93»'-16  97 
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AUGtrsT  nauBES  fob  ceile&v  hztbate. 

IConsnl  Thomas  W.  Voctter,  Antofflgasta,  Sept.  6.] 

The  production  of  nitrate  of  soda  in  the  northern  part  of  Chile 
and  the  shipments  thereof  from  all  nitrate  ports  for  the  month  of 
August  of  each  of  the  last  four  years  are  shown  in  the  table  below. 
The  quantities  are  in  terms  of  Spanish  quintals  of  101.4  pounds 
avoirdupois,  net,  this  being  .the  unit  prevalent  in  the  nitrate  trade  in 


Production. 

ExpMtstka. 

4,570,821 
6,342.293 
4,830,233 
S,443,40» 

4,m.xo 

4,302,470 
1,363,18* 

Production  is  still  short  of  exportation  and  has  been  so  for  several 
months.  Stocks  on  the  coast  have  been  correspondingly  reduced  and 
the  prices  have  strengthened  in  consequence.  For  prompt  shipment 
8s.  3d.  ($2  per  101.4  pounds)  is  bein^  paid  for  95  per  cent  nitrate. 
Tjftborers  are  being  brought  to  the  nitrate  pampa  constantly  from 
other  parts  of  Chile.  Some  additional  oficinas  will  soon  resume 
operations,  so  that  an  increased  production  may  be  looked  for. 


CfllCOBT  FBICES  ESTIVATEB  IH  THE  NETHEBLANSS. 

[Commercur  Attaclifi  Brwfn  W.  ThompsoD,  Am«rtmi  LegaUoD,  The  Hague,  Aog.  80.1 

The  principal  growers  and  roasters  of  chicory  in  the  Netherlands 
recently  waited  upon  the  Dutch  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  agree 
upon  a  proper  percentage  of  the  crop  that  might  he  exported  and  to 
fix  the  maximum  domestic  price.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
collect  current  statistics  of  crop  and  consumption. 

The  preliminary  estimates  of  maximum  prices,  based  on  the  pres- 
ent favorable  crop  outlook,  are  for  prepared  chicory :  Betail,  6^  cents 
per  pound ;  wholesale,  4J  cents ;  for  dried  roots,  $64  to  $68  per  metric 
ton  of  2,205  pounds;  for  fresh  roots,  $11  to  $13. 

The  usual  crop  is  about  10  tons  of  roots  per  acre.  In  1913,  1,800 
acres  were  planted,  yielding  18,000  tons,  and  in  1914,  1,667  acres, 
yielding  18,245  tons 

NEW  SIBEEIAH  EAUWAY  COMPLETED. 

[London  Times  Russian  Supplement.  Sept.  18.] 

The  construction  of  ike  Altai  Railway  is  now  complete  and  the  line 
will  shortly  be  opened  to  traffic.  The  new  railway  will  connect  Novo- 
nikolaievsk  on  the  trans-Siberian  with  Semipalatinsk  in  the  Steppes 
Provinces,  passing  through  Barnaul,  in  the  Tomsk  Government  of 
Siberia,  which  will  be  the  headquarters.  This  railroad,  500  miles  in 
length,  will  serve  the  richest  agricultural  and  mineral  re^ons  of 
Siberia.  The  Altai  region  has  deposits  of  gold,  silver,  lead,  zmc,  and 
copper,  which  were  worked  in  the  eighteenui  and  nineteenth  centuries, 
but  afterwards  abandoned  owing  to  lack  of  transportation  facilities 
and  other  causes.  It  contains  also  the  exceedingly  rich  Kuznetz  coal 
basin,  6,000  square  miles  in  extent. 
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JAFAHBSE  £niS8  IA€B£ASE  NUKBEB  OF  SHIPS. 

The  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  Steamshii>  Co.  has  obtained  from  the 
California  Board  of  State  Harbor  Comissioners  an  additional  amount 
of  dock  space,  the  application  being  accompanied  by  the  explanation 
that  as  the  company  has  added  five  vessels  to  its  trans-Pacific  fleet 
operating  to  San  Francisco,  its  present  pier,  already  congested,  would 
prove  entirely  inadequate. 

In  addition  to  the  five  steamers  mentioned  in  these  proceedings, 
according  to  press  reports,  the  company  is  about  to  close  arrange- 
ments for  a  sixth  one,  with  the  result  that  it  will  be  able  to  operate  a 
total  of  10  vessels  on  the  run  between  the  Golden  Gate  and  the  Orient. 

This  company  now  has  in  the  service  mentioned  the  steamers 
Shiny o,  Chiyo^  Tenyo,  and  Nippon  Maru^  and,  according  to  its  letter 
to  the  Harbor  Commission,  has  added  the  Paiuzma,  Seattle^  DarieTi, 
Shinyo  Maru  II,  and  the  one-time  Pacific  Mail  liner  Persia. 

The  Honolulu  News-Bulletin  hears  that  the  Osaka  Shqsen  Kaisha 
will  open  a  trans-Pacific  service  beginning  early  in  October  between 
Japan.  Honolulu,  and  San  Francisco.  If  this  is  established,  the 
Hawaiian  paper  says  that  it  will  mean  three  Japanese  passenger 
steamer  lines  calling  at  Honolulu.  Of  44  ship  arrivals  September 
1  to  22, 10  were  Japanese. 

VAEYIKQ  RTOES  RESTRICT  NETHERLANDS  EXPORTS. 

[Commercial  Attach*  Erwlu  W.  Thompson,  Amcricaa  Lcgatloa,  The  Hagu?,  Aug.  27.] 

The  Dutch  Government  keeps  constant  watch  on  the  foodstuffs  of 
domestic  production  to  insure  that  the  population  shall  not  suffer 
for  lack  of  food  and  that  the^  need  not  pay  excessive  prices,  which 
might  be  caused  by  the  scarcity  of  certain  articles  in  countries  that 
are  at  war.  Thus  there  is  a  technical  embargo  on  nearly  all  articles 
of  Dutch  production;  but  as  there  are  certain  things,  like  butter, 
cheese,  bacon,  and  eggs,  which  are  produced  in  excess  of  domestic 
requirements,  special  arrangements  are  made  for  restricted  exports. 
New  regulations  are  promulgated  from  week  to  week  specifying,  in 
connection  with  the  domestic  price,  the  maximum  percentage  of  pro- 
duction that  may  be  exported.  These  percentages  vary  in  different 
localities  and  for  different  commodities.  In  some  parts  of  the  coun- 
try at  some  times  90  per  cent  of  the  weekly  production  of  cheese  may 
be  exported;  at  other  times  and  places  not  more  than  60  per  cent; 
sometimes  75  per  cent  of  the  weekly  butter  production  may  be  ex- 
ported and  sometimes  only  50  per  cent. 

CHILE'S  CnSTOUS  RECEIPTS  FOR  AUQUST. 

[CoiuQl  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valpnralso,  Sept.  e;  all  snms  stated  in  V.  8.  gold.] 

The  total  amount  of  duty  collected  by  the  Chilean  customs  authori- 
ties during  August,  1915,  was  $3,472  ,493,  as  compared  with  $2,660,(>60 
collected  during  the  corresfjonding  month  of  1914.  This  increase 
was  mainly  due  to  larger  shipments  of  nitrate,  the  export  duties  on 
^vhich  aggregated  $2,551,133,  contrasted  with  $1,189,396  last  year. 
Customs  collections  on  imports  declined  to  $713,315  in  August,  1915, 
against  $1,158,026. 

For  the  first  eight  months  of  1915  Chile's  customs  collections 
totaled  $21,954,275,  as  compared  with  $33,023,193  for  the  like  period 
of  1914,  a  falling  off  of  $11,068,918. 
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.  COST  OF  DOING  BUSINESS  tN  BUENOS  AXSEB. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Albert  Hale.  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  Aug.  12.] 

There  are  three  principal  methods  by  which  foreign  firms  may 
maintain  direct  representation  in  Buenos  Aires. 

The  first  by  an  ordinary  traveling  salesman,  who  has  no  perma- 
nent residence  in  the  country,  and  solicits  orders  either  directly,  in 
his  own  name,  by  visiting  customers,  or  indirectly  by  agreeing  to  sell 
to  these  customers  through  some  agency  already  established. 

The  daily  expenses  of  such  traveling  salesmen  are  the  only  items  to 
be  considered.  Although  it  is  possible  to  live  at  hotels  (see  article  on 
cost  of  living  in  Buenos  Aires,  published  in  Comuercx:  Reports  of 
July  6,  1915),  which,  together  with  ordinary  incidental  expenses, 
amounts  to  about  $10  gold  a  day,  yet  no  man  should  be  restricted  to 
this  moderate  sum.  He  must  estimate  his  expenses  at  from  $15  to  $20 
gold  a  daVj  according  to  the  amount  of  his  baggage,  his  entertainment 
account,  his  postage,  and  particularly  his  catne  and  teleg^ph  tolls, 
an  important  item  which  must  always  be  considered. 

The  local  taxes  exacted  by  the  various  provincial  and  mimici- 
pal  governments  should  not  be  included  in  the  daily  expenses.  Each 
payment  of  this  character  must  be  an  item  by  itself.  The  official 
provincial  taxes  can  be  supplied  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Foreign  KepresentatlTe  as  Resident  Salesman. 

The  representative  may,  secondly,  do  business  as  a  resident  sales- 
man, who  has  fixed  charges  such  as  office  rent  and  office  force,  but 
who  does  not  keep  a  stock  of  his  goods  on  hand,  his  orders  b^ng  sup- 
plied directly  by  written  or  cable  messages  to  the  main  office  atnome. 
buch  a  resident  salesman  requires  a  bookkeeper,  a  stenographer,  an^ 
an  office  boy. 

For  an  office  he  can  get  a  single  room  in  a  good  building  in  the 
center  of  the  city  at  about  $34  a  month.  If  he  requires  more  room 
and  in  a  better  part  of  the  building,  he  will  have  to  pay  from  $64 
to  $127  a  month. 

Simple  bookkeeping  is  done  on  contract  by  men  who  have  half  a 
dozen  or  more  clients.  They  charge  from  $21  to  $42  a  month,  accord- 
ing to  the  time  given.  A  bookkeeper  who  devotes  all  his  working- 
day  to  one  employer  must  be  paid  from  $127  to  $170  a  month. 

A  stenographer  can  be  secured  for  $64  a  month,  but  a  good  English 
and  Spanish  stenographer  expects  from  $85  to  $127  a  month. 

An  office  boy  at  the  beginning  of  his  service  may  be  content  at  $17 
a  month,  but  according  to  his  efficiency  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
business  he  will  expect  up  to  $42  a  month. 

Each  resident  agent  must  pay  a  municij^al  tax.  If  he  does  not 
carry  stock  he  pays  $212  annually ;  if  he  carries  stock  in  his  own  room 
he  pays  only  $127  annually. 

Other  charges,  such  as  postage,  cable  tolls,  and  the  incidentals 
of  running  the  office,  including  light,  heat,  tips,  and  other  items,  can 
not  be  calculated  with  any  accuracy.  It  is  wisest,  however,  to  esti- 
mate them  altogether  as  not  less  than  $50  gold  a  month. 

Kay  Uaintain  larger  Offleei  and  Salesroom,  With  Warehonse. 

A  man  may  also  act  as  a  resident  representative  with  larger  offices 
and  salesroom  and  a  warehouse  in  which  supplies  are  kept.  The 
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items  for  bookkeeper,  stenographer,  and  office  boy  do  not  vary  in  this 
larger  business,  l^ut  if  an  assistant  cashier  is  required  his  salary  will 
be  from  $85  to  $127  a  month;  a  cashier  miist  be  paid  from  $106  to 
$170  a  month;  local  salesmen  must  receive  from  to  $212,  with  a 
certain  allowance  to  them  for  commission  on  sales. 

In  addition  to  these  original  fixed  charges,  the  warehouse  or 
storage  rental  must  be  considered.  This,  of  course,  varies  within 
broad  limits,  according  to  location  and  amount  of  space  occupied.  I 
know  of  one  substantial  warehouse  in  an  accessible  part  of  the  city, 
with  floor  space  of  900  square  meters  (9,685  square  feet)",  the  rental 
for  which  is  $170  a  month.  Taking  this  as  a  basis,  more  liberal  space 
must  be  paid  for  according  to  requirements.  Then  there  are  cartage 
charges,  Ibrokerage  charges,  street  taxes,  and  perhaps  other  incidental 
items  which  can  not  be  estimated,  but  which  must  nevertheless  be 
taken  into  calculation. 

These  fundamentals  of  doing  business  in  Buenos  Aires,  added  to 
the  cost  of  living,  as  given  in  the  article  mentioned,  makes  possible  a 
fair  estimate  of  the  expenses  necessary  for  any  company  sending  its 
representative  to  Argentina  to  secure  permanent  Dusmesa  in  this 
market. 


BEFOET  SHOWS  XIGHTHIHa  BOD  PBOTECTS  FBOFEBTT. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  is  about  to  issue  a  report 
of  a  survey  of  statistical  data  relating  to  life  and  property  hazards 
from  lightning  and  also  of  existing  methods  of  protection  against 
lightning.  The  field  covered  does  not  include  electrical  power  and 
signal  systems,  but  does  include  buildings  of  various  kinds,  precau- 
tions to  be  observed  by  persons  in  thunderstorms,  and  interesting 
information  in  regard  to  lightning. 

The  paper  is,  in  the  main,  designed  for  the  layman,  although  some 
parts  of  it  are  of  necessity  rather  technical.  The  literature  of  the 
subjects  of  lightning  phenomena  and  protection  against  lightning 
was  thoroughly  searched  for  reliable  information;  reports  of  fire 
insurance  companies  and  fire  marshals  were  examined,  and  lightning- 
rod  manufacturers  were  asked  to  submit  the  results  of  their  experi- 
ence and  observations  as  to  how  a  system  of  lightning  rods  should  be 
installed. 

The  net  result  of  the  investigation  is  to  show  by  means  of  reliable 
statistics  that  the  lightning  rod,  when  properly  installed,  is  a  trust- 
worthy means  of  protecting  property  against  lightning.  This  report, 
Technologic  Paper  No.  56,  may  be  obtained  by  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


THE  JEFFEBSON  NATIONAL  HIGHWAY. 

[Consul  General  Frederick  M.  Ryder,  WlDDlpcg,  Canada,  Sept.  20.1 

The  city  of  Winnipeg  will  send  delegates  to  attend  the  meeting 
of  the  Commerce  Association  of  New  Orleans  on  November  15  and 
16  to  discuss  the  project  of  the  "  Jefferson  National  Highway  "  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  Winnipeg  in  the  same  sense  as  the  "  Lin- 
coln Highway  "  is  the  national  route  from  the  eastern  to  the  western 
States.  It  will  follow  an  entirely  different  route  from  the  meridian 
highway  between  Winnipeg  and  Kansas  City. 
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HinnCIFAI.  ABATTOIR  AHD  HEAT  PRODUCTS  AT  PRAGUE. 

{Consul  Ctaar1«B  L.  Iloovcr,  Fragae,  Bohemia,  Austria.! 

The  20  buildings  that  make  up  the  plant  of  the  Prague  municipal 
abattoir,  including  the  stalls  and  stables,  have  a  floor  space  of  more 
than  600,000  square  feet,  or  nearly  14  acres.  The  bxiildings  them- 
selves are  of  brick,  while  all  the  interior  parts  where  meat  is  handled 
are  lined  with  white  tile.  The  pens  and  stalls  have  cement  floors  and 
reinforced- concrete  partitions.  Kooms  are  provided  in  the  second 
stories  of  buildings  for  the  operatives.  Each  employee  has  a 
sanitary  locker.  Lavatories  and  shower  baths  with  hot  and  cold 
water  are  provided.  The  refrigerating  plant  is  small,  the  capacity 
being  only  about  150  tons  of  meat;  but  as  the  animals  killed  are  not 
owned  by  the  municipality,  but  by  the  various  butchers  throughout 
the  city,  who  take  the  meat  away  the  same  day  it  is  killed,  no  need 
exists  for  lar^e  storage  capacity  at  the  plant.  The  cooling  rooms 
are  not  artificially  refrigerated,  but  are  built  with  veiy  thick  walls 
and  roofs,  so  that  the  temperature  rarely  rises  above  46°  F.,  even  in 
munmer. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  1913,  the  last  year  for  which 
statistics  are  available,  was  as  follows:  Cattle,  large,  all  kinds, 
28,960;  calves,  4,267;  sheep,  31,497;  hogs,  over  100  kilos  (220.46 
pounds),  14,118;  hogs,  under  100  kilos,  524,614;  horses,  8,563; 
colts,  93. 

Heat  Proditots — SaataKcs  ud  Hami—KaoliineTT  Tied. 

It  is  estimated  that  one-fourth  of  all  the  meat  consumed  in  Pfaguc 
is  in  the  form  of  sausages,  of  which  an  almost  infinite  variety  of  kinds 
is  made,  and  that  another  fourth  is  in  the  form  of  cured  meats,  such  as 
ham  and  various  forms  of  "  Selchfleisch."  The  Prague  hams,  called 
"  Pragerschinken,"  are  highly  esteemed  for  their  delicate  flavor  and 
are  exported  in  normal  times  in  considerable  quantities  to  other 
European  countries  and  to  South  America.  So  far  as  the  writer  has 
been  able  to  discover,  the  excellent  flavor  of  these  hams  is  due  not  so 
much  to  the  process  of  curing  as  to  the  care  used  in  the  selection  of 
the  bogs.  For  the  best  quality,  young,  not  overfat  hogs,  weighing 
not  over  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds),  are  selected.  The  hams  are 
pickled  in  a  mild  brine  for  about  six  months,  when  they  are  taken 
out  and  lightly  smoked.  Owing  to  the  weakness  of  the  brine,  the 
hams  can  not  be  kept  long  after  they  are  taken  out,  three  weeks 
being  about  the  limit.  The  export  hams  are  canned.  Very  little 
bacon  is  produced,  although  breakfast  bacon  is  coming  into  more 
general  favor. 

All  manufacture  of  sausages  and  curing  and  smoking  of  meats  is 
carried  on  outside  the  municipal  plant  by  a  number  of  comparatively 
small  firms.  A  considerable  amoimt  of  machinery  is  used  in  pre- 
paring the  sausage  meat  and  in  filling  the  casings,  but  as  the  equip- 
ment now  in  use  is  fully  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  manufac- 
turers, the  demand  for  new  machinery  is  rather  limited.  However, 
any  machines  possessing  special  advantages  as  to  speed  or  thorough- 
ness should  be  offered  to  tne  dealers  here,  as  it  is  said  that  the  pack- 
ers are  always  eager  to  improve  their  machinery. 

Lard  and  tallow  are  rendered  either  by  butchers  or  in  the  house- 
holds in  ordinary  open  kettles,  and  apparently  nothing  is  known  of 
improved  methods  of  lard  refining  and  evaporating. 
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Ttlllutioa  of  Offal — Yalat  of  the  Termiform  Appendix. 

Practically  every  part  of  the  butchered  animal  is  utilized.  The 
blood  is  carefully  collected  and  sold  to  an  albumen  factory  on  the 
premises,  the  manufactured  product  being  used  in  the  color  industry. 
The  bones  are  sold  to  glue  factories.  The  manure  is  collected  in  tank 
wagons  and  at  once  taken  outside  the  city  limits.  Great  care  is  now 
exercised  in  saving  and  dressing  the  vermiform  appendix  of  the  ox. 
This  organ  is  manufactured  into  goldbeaters'  skin,  which  formerly 
had  practically  no  use  outside  the  industry  suggested  by  its  name,  but 
which  is  now  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  airships.  Its  value  is 
consequently  immensely  increased. 

Tnnetioiis  of  Cooperative  Societies. 

Four  "  Genossenschaf ten,"  or  cooperative  societies,  care  for  the 
preparation  and  sale  of  the  sausage  casings  and  hides.  Through 
these  societies,  which  procure  their  funds  from  the  banks  at  a  favor- 
able rate  of  interest,  the  individual  butchers  dispose  of  their  small 
lots  of  casings  and  hides  by  pooling  with  all  the  other  butchers  in 
their  society,  so  that  the  latter  is  enabled  to  offer  the  sausage  maker 
casings  of  different  sizes  in  quantities  to  meet  his  needs.  For  his 
fresh  hides  the  butcher  receives  about  75  per  cent  of  their  value  from 
the  society,  which,  in  turn,  borrows  the  money  from  the  bank.  When 
a  sufficient  number  of  hides  is  accumulated  the  society  sells  them  at 
auction. 

[The  names  of  dealers  in  slaughterhouse  and  packers'  machinery  and  acces- 
sories were  transmitted  wlbti  this  report,  and  Consul  Hoover  suggests  that 
illustrated  catalogues  be  sent  them.  Names  of  the  leading  meat  packers  and  sau- 
sage makers  are  also  given.  These  lists  may  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the 
Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  otHces.  Befer  to 
file  Xo.  65222.] 

SCKAF-UETAI  EXFOBTS  FKOU  BEAZIL 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  Horeau  Gottscbnik,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Aag.  0.] 

Numerous  inquiries  from  American  firms  desiring  to  be  placed  in 
touch  with  local  dealers  in  and  exporters  of  scrap  metal  and  other 
scrap  material  would  indicate  that  there  is  a  demand  for  these  in 
the  United  States.  The  following  statistics  show  the  exports  of 
scrap  metal  as  classified  by  the  Brazilian  Statistical  Bureau : 


Exported  to— 

1913 

1914 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Valuo. 

624,  on 

1,426,051 

15.1,001 
^818,489 
15,238 

S4,T44 
125. R33 
00,270 

1,042 
22,652 

1,000 

652,  .W5 
851,205 

^7\,m 

17.',,!)S0 
2,7.-.-i,77a 
5, 

1,065,I>5U 
06 

19,604 

78,087 
59,769 
2,950 
12,700 

7,3'2S 
15 

33,567 

2,725 

11,760,071 

225,226  j  6,377,951 

170,845 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  and  exporters  of  scmp  metal  nt  Rio  de  Janeiro  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  lJumestic  Couimei-ce  or  Its  branch 
offices.   Befer  to  file  No.  G5429.] 
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PROPOSED  BAO-KAKme  INDUSTRY  IK  AROENTIHA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Albert  Hale,  Bneno*  Aires,  Jaljr  28.] 

The  President  of  Argentina,  in  a  decree  dated  October  22^  1914, 
nominated  a  conimisaion  to  study  the  possibilities  of  promoting  an 
Argentine  fiber  industry  and  to  advise  on  the  most  practical  and 
proper  means  to  be  adopted  for  ntilizing  the  various  fiber  plants 
growing  naturally  within  the  county. 

This  commission  was  to  give  attention  also  to  any  experiments 
that  might  already  have  been  made  in  this  direction,  to  furnish  stimu- 
lating data,  or  even  to  establish  factories  for  the  local  manufacture 
of  the  product  of  these  fibers,  in  order  to  meet  the  great  consumption 
of  such  materials  as  bags  and  burlaps,  which  the  country  is  constancy 
introducing  from  abroad.  This  commission  has  just  made  its  report, 
an  analysis  of  which  follows,  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture. 

Bag  Haterial  from  Linen  Straw — Data  Presented  by  the  ConmissioB. 

The  commission  has  made  a  careful  study  of  all  factors  relating  to 
the  fiber  industry  and  has  sought  the  advice  of  importers  as  veil  as 
that  of  manufacturers  vrho  dealt  particularly  in  fiber  products.  The 

conclusion  they  have  reached  is  that  the  encouragement  of  one  in- 
dustry— that  is,  of  the  preparation  of  bags  for  cereals — ought  to  be 
especially  undertaken  by  the  national  Government,  since  it  would 
establish  a  new  industry  and  utilize  the  great  natural  wealth  in  this 
field  of  agriculture.  The  commission  has  no  doubt  tliat  the  material 
for  bags  obtainable  from  the  linen  straw  that  is  at  present  a  residue 
from  thrashing  flax  can  be  turned  to  profit.  This  material  is  now  of 
little  value,  but  it  is  very  abundant  and  Uie  yield  is  close  to  the  com- 
mercial centers. 

The  methods  of  developing  the  fiber  are  well  known,  and  no  great 
difficulty  should  be  encountered  in  obtaining  the  results  required. 
Argentina  has  under  cultivation  1,800,000  hectares  {4,447,800  acres) 
in  fiax,  the  greatest  area  of  any  one  country  in  the  world.  India  has 
1,200,000  hectares  (2,965,200  acres)  and  the  United  States  1,156,000 
hectares  (2,850,476  acres),  with  other  countries  in  very  diminished 
ratio.  The  area  in  Argentina  is  in  the  Provinces  of  Cordoba,  Entre 
Rios,  Santa  Fe,  and  Buenos  Aires,  but  flax  is,  or  can  be,  grown  in 
many  other  parts  of  the  Republic. 

In  general  terms,  the  commission  presents  the  following  data : 

(1)  The  area  cultivated  with  flax  is  1,800,000  hectares  (4,447,800 
acres). 

(2)  Two  thousand  five  hundred  kilos  (5,510  pounds)  of  straw  are 
given  for  each  hectare,  of  which  75  per  cent  of  fiber  can  be  utiliz^. 

(3)  Of  this  amount  15  to  24  per  cent  is  serviceable,  but  the  esti- 
mate of  the  committee  have  taken  the  minimum  amount,  15  per  cent} 
on  which  to  base  calculations,  the  minimum  yield  being,  therefore, 
1,875  kilos  (4,135  pounds). 

(4)  This  fiber  is  sold  abroad  at  400  francs  ($77)  per  ton,  and  is 
there  utilized. 

(5)  The  loss  of  fiber  transformed  into  cloth  is  about  20  per  cent. 
Analyzing  these  results,  the  committee  presents  these  figures:  The 

total  flax  straw  will  be  3,375,000  tons.  The  fiber  will  be  506,250 
tons.  The  cloth  will  be  405,000  tons.  From  this  cloth,  estimating 
each  bag  to  weigh  400  grams  (14  oimces).  there  can  be  produced 
1,012,500,000  bags.  Each  hectare  (2^  acres)  will  produce  562  bags. 
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These  562  bft|^  at  the  cost  of  10  centavos  (about  $0.05)  each,  yriU. 
represent  a  value  of  $24  per  2J  acres. 

A  practical  factor  to  be  taken  into  consideration  is  the  cost  of 
transportation  of  the  straw  to  the  factory.  The  roads  in  the  countir 
are  bad,  but  it  is  hoped  that  if  the  industry  is  once  established  it  wiU 
have  a  decided  influence  in  improving  them. 

Cost  of  Factory — ^AdTantages  Derivable  from  Plan — GoTemment  Support  TTrged. 

An  estimate  is  also  given  of  the  cost  of  one  factory  capable  of 
produdng  enough  cloth  for  10,000,000  bags  per  year.  The  opinion 
IS  expressed  that  probably  10  such  factories  would  be  needed  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  counti^  to  complete  the  scheme  for  utilizing  this 
now  wasted  fiber  material.  With  due  economy,  it  would  seem  liiat 
such  a  factory  can  be  built  for  1,000,000  pesos  ($424,550). 

A  factory  of  this  character  wonld  be  set  to  work  at  first  only  for 
the  production  of  bags  for  cereals,  but  there  are  many  other  uses 
to  which  such  cloth  could  be  put,  and  after  such  establishments  were 
once  in  operation  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  benefit  of  producing 
the  cloth  within  the  country  would  make  itself  felt  in  various  direc- 
tions. At  present  the  sum  of  $17,000,000  gold  is  invested  abroad 
in  the  purchase  of  such  cloth,  of  which  burlap  accounts  for  $13,000,000, 
and  if  this  sum  can  be  retained  in  Argentina  to  develop  national 
industries,  the  advantage  is  evident.  The  committee  concludes  with 
the  opinion  that  the  industry  can  be  developed  profitably,  and  that 
the  result  will  be  to  reduce  the  price  to  the  consumers  of  bags  and 
similar  containers.  The  following  conclu^ons  resulting  from  their 
studies  are  thus  given: 

(1)  Of  all  fiber  plants  within  the  country,  linen  straw  can  be  most 
practicably  and  immediately  manufactured  into  cloth  such  as  burlap. 

(2)  Other  plants  mentioned  can  also  be  utilized  to  advantage  as 
Rfion  as  the  factories  are  in  working  condition. 

(3)  It  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation  to  adopt  such  means  as 
are  suggested  to  establish  this  industry,  and  the  nation  would  be 
warranted  in  giving  suppoi-t  to  those  undertaking  its  establishment — 
this  support  to  take  the  shape  of  subsidies,  guaranties  of  interest, 
advancement  of  capital^  and  exemption  from  taxes  and  customhouse 
duties  until  such  factones  are  securely  under  way. 

Effect  of  Economic  Condltloni — Possible  Openings  Afforded. 

The  crisis  produced  by  the  European  war  has  to  a  great  extent  dis- 
turbed economic  conditions  in  Argentina  and  has  restricted  the  Gov- 
ernment in  its  desire  to  accord  in  tliis  instance  the  generous  treatment 
which  it  has  hitherto  manifested  toward  such  proposals.  It  would 
seem,  however,  that  come  means  of  securing  the  necessary  money  may 
be  found,  and  tliat  the  investigations  of  this  commission  will  there- 
fore lead  to  practical  resiUlK.  This  will  afford  a  good  opening  for 
the  possible  investment  of  capital  or  for  manufacturers  of  machinery 
adapted  to  the  s])inning  of  nax  and  the  production  of  this  material 
for  Durlaps  and  bags. 


Condensed-milk  production  in  the  United  States  exceeds  $35,000,- 
000  in  value  annually,  only  about  4  per  cent  of  which  has  lieen  ex- 
ported. However,  exports  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 1915,  totaled 
$3,066,642,  against  $1,341,140  the  year  previous. 
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FVBUC  imiJTIES  AT  BOSAEIO,  ABGEHTIHA. 

[CouBul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Rosarlo,  Aug.  14.1 

All  six  of  the  public-utilities  enterprises  of  this  city  are  foreign — 
two  English  (water  and  sewerage),  two  Belgian  (street  railway  and 
electric  light  and  power),  and  two  French  (port  and  gas) — and  all 
have  main  oflit'es  in  Europe. 

Fort  Works— Electric  Light  and  Power. 

The  pi'esent  port  of  Bosario  was  constructed  by  Jean  et  Georges 
Hersent  and  Schneider  et  Cie.  (Creusot).    It  is  operated  for  the 

Argentine  (tovernment,  under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  latter, 
by  the  Societe  Anonyme  du  Port  de  Rosario,  which  has  a  concession 
expiring  in  1942.  I'he  port  company  has  about  3  miles  of  wharf, 
ample  and  modern  facilities  for  handling  cargo,  steam  and  electric 
cranes,  and  about  30  miles  of  railway.  It  has  its  own  electric  powpr 
plant,  and  a  grain  elevator  with  a  capacity  of  approximately  40,000 
cubic  yards.  In  1913,  2,076  steamers,  with  a  total  tonnage  of 
2,523,086,  and  977  sailing  vessels,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  171,009, 
entered  the  port. 

The  electric  light  and  power  company,  the  Sociedad  de  Electrici- 
dad  de  Rosario,  has  a  concession  expiring  in  1933,  the  city  binding 
itself  to  take  a  certain  amount  of  current  for  street  lighting.  The 
plant,  with  a  capacity  of  18.000  kilowatts,  is  asserted  to  be  the  finest 
in  South  America.  The  value  of  the  plants  (new  and  old)  is  given 
in  the  last  published  report  of  the  company  as  $7,373,447.  Total 
receipts  for  recent  years  have  been:  1911,  $999,938;  1912,  $1,131,782; 
1913,  $1,155,899.  The  number  of  subscribers  increased  from  8,051 
in  1911  to  11,452  in  1913.  Cost  of  production  at  plant  was  reduced 
from  $0,025  per  kilowatt  in  1912  to  $0,013  in  the  spring  of  1914. 

Street  Ballway  System — Oas  Works. 

The  Rosario  street  railway  system  is  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Compagnie  Generale  des  Tramways  Electriques  de  Kosario.  The 
franchise  runs  for  55  years,  beginning  with  1906.  The  capital  is  said 
to  be  approximately  $7,720,000.  Horse  traction  was  completely 
eliminated  in  1908.  The  number  of  passengers  carried  increased  from 
18,744,542  in  1909  to  27.014,436  in  1914.  Fare  within  the  city  is 
$0.04246,  and  to  points  in  the  suburbs  it  is  $0.06369. 

The  Bosario  gas  works  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  Compagnie 
du  Gas  de  Rosario,  working  at  present  under  a  30-year  franchise 
granted  October  18,  1910.  The  following  figures  for  1914  are  from 
municipal  returns:  Private  lighting — number  of  consumers,  2,994; 
consumption,  58,832,113  cubic  feet;  public  lighting — number  of 
lamps,  1,523;  consumption,  41,276,509  cubic  feet. 

Waterworks  and  Sewerage  System. 

Rosario  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Consolidated  Water  Works 
Co.  of  Rosario  (Ltd.),  under  a  70-year  franchise  granted  in  1888. 
Water  is  taken  from  the  Parana  River  and  passed  through  a  clear- 
ing and  filtering  process.  The  company  had  219  miles  of  distrib- 
uting mains  in  June,  1915.  Gross  receipts  for  1914  were  $610,625 
and  working  expenses  $244,976,  leaving  net  receipts  of  $365,649. 
The  dividend  on  common  stock  was  8  jier  cent.  The  number  of 
services  increased  from  11,255  in  1905  to  23,333  in  1914. 
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The  sewerage  system  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Bosario  Drainage  Co. 
(Ltd.).  While  the  water  and  drainage  companies  have  the  same  sec- 
retary in  London  and  the  same  manager  at  Rosario,  their  financial 
organization,  directorates,  bookkeeping,  offices,  and  subordinate  staffs 
are  distinct.  The  drainage  company  operates  under  a  franchise 
granted  in  1888,  renewed  in  1910,  and  expiring  in  1974.  The  value 
of  the  investment  (cost  of  undertaking)  up  to  June  30,  1914,  is 
placed  at  $4,287,729.  The  number  of  house  connections  increased 
from  3,435  in  1905  to  6,466  in  1914,  and  the  net  revenue  from  $59,198 
to  $211,473  dnring  the  same  period.  A  3  per  cent  dividend  was  paid 
on  common  stock  in  1914.  Like  those  for  water,  the  sewerage  rates 
were  fixed  some  years  ago,  taking  the  then  existing  rental  as  a  basis. 
Kates  for  sewerage  service  are  4  per  cent.  Those  for  water  were 
fixed  on  the  basis  of  approximately  6  per  cent.  Rents  have  de- 
creased since  the  establishment  of  the  rates. 

[The  entire  report  on  this  subject  by  Consnl  Dawson,  contaiolng  tbe  addresses 
of  these  companies  and  many  additional  details  concerning  capitalization,  rates 
charged,  etc.,  will  be  loaned  to  Interested  persons  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  Befer  to  ffle  No.  66012.] 


PAPER  CONTBACTS  IN  AUSTBAUA. 

[S7dB«T  Herald,  Aug.  23.] 

The  Assistant  Treasurer,  Mr.  Hoyle,  stated  yesterday  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  seeking  to  have  its  supplies  of  paper  produced  locnlly. 
With  this  object  m  view,  the  Government  proposes  to  give  a  five 
years'  contract,  embracing  orders  for  $2,500,000,  on  the  understand- 
ing that  in  two  years  the  necessary  plant  is  established  here  to  manu- 
facture supplies  for  three  years.  It  will  be  open  to  the  contractors 
to  procure  tne  first  two  years'  supplies  from  any  part  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Hoyle  is  watching  with  great  interest  the  results  of  the  tests 
being  conducted  at  the  Sydney  Technical  College  with  various  timber 
grown  in  the  State  to  see  whether  any  will  produce  a  satisfactory 
wood  pulp  for  paper  making.  So  far  ironbark,  contrary  to  all 
anticipations,  has  yielded  the  most  promising  results.  On  present 
indications,  however,  it  looks,  Mr.  Hoyle  says,  as  if  local  paper" 
manufacturers  would  have  to  depend,  for  the  present  at  all  events,  on 
imported  wood  pulp. 


HULL  OILSEED  DfPOBTS. 

[Consul  Charles  M.  Hathaway,  Jr.,  Hull,  EnglaDd,  Aag.  30.] 

According  to  the  Hull  correspondent  of  the  Oil  and  Color  Trades 
Journal  the  imports  of  linseed  at  Hull  during  the  first  seven  months 
of  1&15  amounted  to  51  per  cent  of  the  United  Kingdom  total;  those 
of  rapeseed,  51.7  per  cent;  cotton  seed,  47  per  cent;  soya  beans,  76.6 
per  cent;  and  castor  beans,  87  per  cent  Of  palm  kernels,  peanuts, 
and  copra,  Hull  imported  during  the  same  j^eriod  onlv  28,202  tons 
out  of  an  aggregate  of  311,628  tons  for  the  United  Kingdom,  or  about 
one-eleven^  ot  the  whole,  but  dealing  in  this  last  mentioned  has 
developed  since  the  war  began,  and  new  installations  in  progi-ess 
indicate  a  rapid  increase. 
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INCSEASE  IH  AUOY  TBADE  FOB  HALF  TEAS. 

[CouHUl  Lester  Maynard,  Amoy,  China,  Aug.  T.] 

The  estimnted  vahies  of  the  trade  of  the  port  of  Amoy — for  the 
principal  articles  only  and  for  both  foreign  imd  domestic  commerce — 
show  an  increase  of  more  than  $222,000  in  the  first  six  months  of 
1915,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  This  in- 
ci-ease,  however,  is  partly  taken  up  by  reexports  of  goods  other  than 
of  local  origin.  About  naif  of  the  increase  is  accounted  for  in  this 
manner,  and  the  remainder  is  the  result  of  inci-eased  imports  from 
other  Chinese  ports,  notably  Shanghai. 

The  following  table  shows  the  miports,  exports,  and  total  Tallies 
of  the  trade  of  the  port  by  months: 


in« 

1S15 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Total  

l,24fi,245 
81o,538 
977,  E«8 
7b7,l.07 

IWt.SSG 
103,  KO 
5K,  Oiil 
M,737 
67,788 

tS93,990 

R73,659 
l,0m,245 
S.^5,6fl5 

l09n,3S7 

1,  MH.  I)S2 
710. 720 

m,  124 

1,002,736 

sua,  140 

155,973 
60. 447 

£6,Gt« 
128,300 

Jl,  109,527 
1,214,055 
761,167 
9,^,813 
1,221,030 

4,632,422 

404,671 

fi,  037, 003 

4,765,049 

;O4,540 

6,259,508 

The  most  striking  features  of  the  import  trade  are  the  considerable 
increases  in  goods  of  Chinese  origin,  particularly  beans  and  peas, 
bean  cakes,  flour,  dried  shrimps,  and  tobacco  leaf.  Rice  also  shows 
a  great  increase,  but  this  is  divided  between  imports  from  abroad 
and  those  from  Chinese  ports.  I'icce  goods  of  forei^  origin  show  a 
falling  off  imder  all  headings,  except  T  cloths.  The  increased  impor- 
tation of  flour  from  Shanghai  is  worthy  of  note,  since  the  flour  trade 
of  this  port  is  to  a  great  extent  falling  into  Chinese  hands  to  the 
detriment  of  foreign  imports.  For  a  time  tlie  importation  of  matches 
was  impeded,  because  of  the  cutting  off  of  the  European  source  of 
supply.  Although  the  quantity  is  now  below  normal,  the  ijrice  has 
so  far  advanced  tliat  the  values  have  registered  a  marked  increase. 
Matches  are  now  imported  principally  from  Japan.  An  important 
.  decrease  is  noted  in  Malacca  tin,  chiefly  as  a  result  of  disturbed  con- 
ditions in  the  mining  areas  and  the  lack  of  demand  caused  by  the 
loss  of  markets  for  the  products  of  the  local  canning  plants. '  The 
most  serious  decreases  of  all  occurred  in  sugar  and  in  cotton  yarns. 

All  exports,  except  paper,  rice  vermicelli,  and  sugar,  show  a  de- 
crease. The  latter  consists  almost  wholly  of  reexports  not  of  local 
origin.  The  increase  in  this  item  causes  the  net  total  estimated  vahies 
of  the  exports  to  show  an  advance  of  approximately  $100,000,  whereas 
in  reality  the  figures  of  exports  of  local  origin  remain  about  stationary 
or  show  a  slight  decrease. 

Shipping  records  show  a  falling  off  in  vessels  of  all  nationalities 
except  Chinese,  the  latter  i*egistering  a  slight  gain. 


The  motor  ship  Benglcalisy  built  for  the  Koninklyke  Pnketvaart 

Maatschappy,  has  just  been  laimched  in  Holland.  It  measures: 
Length,  230  feet;  width,  38  feet;  and  depth,  20J  feet.  It  is  destined 
for  passenger  and  cargo  service  in  Dutch  East  Indies.  The  Diesel 
motors  develop  650  indicated  horsepower. 
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FEHAIE  STUDENTS  JS  B&ESLATT  UJUVEESHT. 

[ConBoI  Harrr  Q,  Seltzw,  Breslaa,  aerm&ny,  Aor.  10.] 

The  matriculation  period  at  Breslau  University  for  the  winter 
semester  1915-16  will  oe  from  October  15  to  November  4,  inclusive. 
In  addition  to  the  regular  courses  of  study,  the  following  free  lec- 
tures will  be  of  general  interest :  Curacj^,  Social  Care,  Islam  and  the 
Christian  Orioit,  Industrial  Contracts  in  Their  Modem  Form,  The 
World's  Economic  War,  Brain  and  Sonl,  War  Hygiene,  Chemical 
Plant  Processes,  Art  Itinerary  in  Italy,  Structure  of  the  Alps, 
Forest  Protection,  Photoplay  and  its  Technique,  and  Introduction 
of  a  Uniform  System  of  German  Stenography. 

During  the  summer  semester  just  closing  there  were  225  female 
students  lawfully  matriculated  in  Breslau  University.  Of  these,  1 
studied  law ;  41  medicine :  7  dentistry ;  3  ancient  philology ;  98  modem 
philology;  4  history,  including  history  of  art;  39  nu^ematics;  25 
physics ;  1  art  and  art  history ;  and  6  political  economy.  Of  tiie  above 
students,  9  are  studying  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  their  education 
in  general  or  in  a  special  sphere,  190  are  striving  for  admission  to  the 
academic  faculty  examinations,  16  are  preparing  for  a  doctor's  de- 
gree, and  1  intends  to  pass  the  principal  teacherV  examination. 

Besides  these  regularly  enrolled  students,  the  rector  has  granted 
permission  to  31  women  to  visit  the  lectures  as  guests.  Of  t£ese,  12 
are  studying  modem  and  4  ancient  philology;  4  history;  2  each 
mathematics,  physics,  and  agriculture;  1  each  evangelical  theology, 
law,  medicine,  and  dentistry. 


8CABCITT  07  WIBE  KOPE  IH  SITSSIA. 

[Consul  General  John  B.  Snodgrasa,  Uoscow,  Aug.  25.} 

The  petroleum  producers  of  the  Baku  district  are  experiencing 
considerable  inconvenience  from  the  scarcity  of  steel-wire  rope. 
Previous  to  the  war  wire  rope  and  wire  to  be  made  into  rope  W 
Kussian  manufacturers  were  imported  principally  from  England. 
At  present,  in  consequcmce  of  tiie  limited  exports  oi  steel  goods  from 
England,  steel-wire  rope  of  British  manufacture  has  almost  dis- 
appeared from  the  local  markets  and  its  price  has  risen  by  300  to 
400  per  cent.  At  a  conference  held  in  Baku  to  discuss  this  subject 
it  was  proposed  temporarily  to  substitute  for  steel-wire  ropes,  hemp 
ropes,  which  it  may  be  possible  to  obtain  from  India.  It  was  stated 
that  Swedish  wire  rope  has  been  found  satisfactory  for  the  local 
requirements  of  the  petroleum  industry. 


BESTTLTS  OV  FOEEION  TBADE  OFFOBTUJJITIKS. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  HaiuieD,  Bangkok,  Slam,  July  22.] 

As  a  result  of  foreign  trade  opportimity  No.  13879,  relating  to 
portable  boat  motors,  published  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports 
for  September  30, 1914,  trial  orders  for  14  motors  were  placed  with 
various  American  manufacturers  who  had  responded  to  the  request 
for  literattu^  and  price  lists.  These  motors  were  delivered  only  a 
short  time  ago,  having  been  detained  in  Singapore. 

Portable  boat  motors  are  sure  to  become  very  popular  in  Bfmgkok, 
and  under  favorable  condition  of  trade  a  large  demand  is  likuy  to 
follow  this  trial  order. 
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POBSIGN  TRADE  OFFOETinnTIES. 


BcMTTed  addresMs  mta  be  obtained  from  tbe  Dar«aii  and  Its  brameh  ofl«e«.  Beaneet 
for  each  opportonltjr  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  the  file  aamber  glTen. 

Iron  wire,  tin  plates,  and  coal.  No.  18623. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  Portugal  states  that  a  firm  wishes  to  import  Iron  wire  for 
making  Iteys  for  opening  surdlne  tins,  anniml  consumption  about  250 
tons;  tin  plates  of  usual  size;  and  about  8,000  tons  of  conl  anniaally. 
Catalogues  and  price  lists  are  desired  at  once.  It  Is  stated  tlmt  the  firm 
will  pay  half  of  order  by  cash  In  New  York  and  remitlnder  by  90-day  draft. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Portuguese  or  Spanish.  Bank  references  fur- 
nished. 

Boot  and  shoe  findings.  No.  18024. — A  firm  in  Greece  Informs  an  American 
consul  that  It  Is  in  the  market  for  shoe  ik-rs.  nulls,  luces,  blackings,  heel 
irons,  and  boot  protet^tora.  as  well  as  other  articles  used  Id  the  shoe 
Industry.  Samples,  cntalogues,  and  full  details  concerning  freight  rates 
from  New  York  to  Snloulkl  should  be  fuml^ed.  The  firm  Is  wilting  to 
accept  any  terms  of  payment  imirosed  by  American  fiiius.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English.   References  are  given. 

Arc-lamp  earbona,  aah  oars,  etc..  No.  18C25. — An  American  consul  In  the  United 
Kingdom  reports  a  good  market  for  nrc-lamp  carbons,  nsh  oars,  beveled 
glass,  chemical  supplies,  door  bells,  hnir  pins,  etc.  Further  Information 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  oflScea. 

BupUtie  of  potath,  No.  18626. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  business  man 
in  the  Azores  desires  to  communicate  with  firms  in  the  United  States  selllog 
sulphate  of  potash,  coatnlnlng  no  chlorine  or  the  maximum  of  1  per  ceut  of 
chlorine,  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Lamp  glasses.  No.  18G27. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  lu 
Canada  requesting'  the  names  of  manufacturers  of  dui>lex  and  bulge  tamp 


Live  stock.  No.  18C28. — A  doctor  In  Ilondurns  bns  Informed  nn  American  consul 
that  he  desires  to  purchase  six  or  more  yenrilng  bi-eed  bulla  to  be  Imported 
via  Puerto  Cortes.  He  Is  not  seeking  nn  esiieclally  flue  jiedlgreed  class,  but. 
rather,  a  larger  number  of  hardy  animals  of  a  less  select  stock.  Kellers 
may  dictate  their  own  terma 

Instruments,  No.  18029.— A  report  from  an  An)erican  consular  ofllcer  states  that 
there  Is  a  demand  for  catalogues  and  prices  of  bacteriologlenl  Instruments 
and  accessories  In  Brazil.  It  Is  stated  that  there  is  a  possible  order  now, 
and  prompt  attention  to  this  opiwrtuulty  is  suggested. 

Machinery,  No.  l.^'^OSO. — An  American  consular  officer  lu  the  Far  East  rei>orts 
that  particulars  are  requested  for  machinery  for  manufacturing  desiccated, 
very  fine,  egg-yolk  powder,  perfectly  soluble  In  cold  water. 

Buttons,  siuds,  oloxcs,  etc..  No.  ISGSt. — The  Ptureau  is  in  receipt  of  n  letter 
from  a  commission  agent  in  the  United  Kingdom  stating  that  he  desires  to 
represent,  on  n  commission  basis,  manufacturers  of  pearl,  ivory,  and  cellu- 
lold  buttons,  metal  press  studs,  womcu*s  gloves,  and  dress  shields. 

JJml>rella  fittings.  No.  18032, — An  umbrella  and  parasol  manufacturer  In  Eng- 
land informs  an  American  consular  officer  tliat  he  desires  to  get  in  touch 
with  makera  of  umbrella  fittings,  such  as  ribs,  runners,  sticks,  boms,  etc. 

Pearls,  No.  lSft.33. — A  business  man  in  India  desires  to  communicate  with  Amer- 
ican firms  interested  in  buying  pearls. 

Electric  elevators,  etc..  No.  186.34. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
reports  that  an  agent  desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  mann- 
facturers  of  electric  elevators  and  supplies,  and  to  obtain,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, catalogues  and  price  lists.   Corresixtudeuce  may  be  In  English. 

Stlvericare,  cutlery,  etc.,  No.  18635. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer 
In  Italy  states  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  secnre  an 
agency  for  nil  of  Italy  for  silverware,  plated  silverware,  cutlery,  and  office 
and  household  furniture.  Full  particulars,  including  terms,  discounts,  etc., 
are  solicited.  Reference  furnished.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 
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Metal  tuhc$,  No.  1863d. — A  business  man  In  Canada  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  tbat  he  desires  to  be  placed  iu  communication  witti  ex< 
porters  of  metal  tubes,  suCh  as  are  used  for  tooth  paste.  Samples  and 
quotations  are  requested. 

Bcalet,  No.  18637. — An  American  consular  otHcer  In  India  reports  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  has  requested  catalogues  and  price  iists  of  scales. 

OhemiaUt,  No.  1863S.— A  report  from  an  American  consnlar  officer  In  Brazil 
states  that  a  man  is  in  the  market  for  chloride  of  sulphur,  sulphide  ot 
carbon,  benzine,  llthopfaone,  and  pentasnlidiide  of  antimony. 

Crude  drugs.  No.  18638.— A  firm  In  India  informs  an  American  consul  that  it 
desires  to  communicate  with  buyers  of  Indian  erode  drugs,  especially  the 
ajowan  seed,  from  which  the  drug  thymol  is  made.  Samples  will  be  for- 
warded to  interested  firms.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Calcium  carbide,  paper,  etc.,  No.  18640. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile 
reports  that  a  company  iu  his  district  desires  to  represent  manufactui'erB 
of  calcium  carbide;  paper,  printing,  writing,  and  paddng;  cut  nails;  tools, 
glassware;  and  crockery.  Beferences  fumislied.  • 

Fishing  lines.  No.  18641. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consul  in  Spain  reports 
a  possible  market  for  flahlng  lln^ 

Cotton  goods,  cutlery,  etc.,  No.  18642. — A  company  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
and  price  lists  devoted  to  cotton  goods,  catlery,  enamelware,  laundry  soap, 
and  watches  and  clocks  of  the  cheapn-  variety.  Correspondence  may  be  Id 
English. 

Vickel  sulphate.  No.  18643.  — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  the 
Netherlands  states  that  a  firm  is  in  the  market  for  nickel  sulphate  intended 
for  local  use  only.  At  preseat  the  company  wishes  to  purchase  3  or  4  tons 
and  requests  that  prices,  c.  1.  f.  Rotterdam,  be  furuisLed. 

Vnroasted  barley  and  malt.  No.  18644. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  in  Switzerland  states  tliat  a  firm  desires  to  receive  quotations  and 
samples  of  unroasted  barley  and  malt  to  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  coffee. 

Correspondence  may  be  Id  EugUsb. 

Toothpicks,  Xo.  1S645. — A  firm  in  Iluugary  desires  to  communicate  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  toothpicks.  Samples  and  prices,  f.  o.  b.  neutral 
European  port,  should  l>e  submitted.   Correspondence  ^ouid  be  in  German. 

Paints,  oils,  etc.,  No.  18040. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports  that 
a  firm  wishes  to  receive  quotations  on  paints,  oils,  colors,  paintbrushes,  and 
other  articles  used  by  painters.  If  possible  samples  should  be  sent  and 
prices  quq^  c.  1.  f.  Palermo.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Italian. 

Bottles  and  phartnaceutical  supplies.  No.  18647. — A  report  from  an  American 
consular  officer  in  India  states  that  a  business  man  desires  to  communicate 
with  firms  liaudling  pharmaceutical  supplies,  and  also  manufacturers  of 
medicine  bottles,  large  and  smalt 

Woven  goods',  etc..  No.  18048. — ^A  business  man  in  Venezuela  desires  to  receive 
catalogues  of  woven  goods  and  machinery  for  weaving.  It  is  also  stated 
that  he  Is  Interested  In  precious  stones.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Filing  cabinets.  No.  18049. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  Houtb 
America  states  that  there  is  a  request  for  catalogues  of  steel  filing  cabinets 
and  stationery  supplies  in  general.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Concentrated  lime.  No.  18650. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  Africa 
reports  that  a  firm  In  bis  district  Is  desirous  of  getting  in  touch  with  manu- 
facturers of  concentrated  lime.  Samples,  with  lowest  quotations,  c.  t.  f. 
South  African  ports,  are  requested;  also  Information  as  to  how  long  ilme 
will  last  in  the  packages  without  corroding  or  deteriorating.  An  analyst's 
report  must  be  given  and  must  state  If  the  Government  has  reported  on  it. 

Sanitary  plumbing  supplies.  No.  18651. — A  company  in  India  has  informed  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists, 
and  full  information  regarding  sanitary  plumbing  supplies.  Quotations  ara 
desired  c  L  L  Rangoon. 
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POBTUOAL  70BBIDS  SALE  OF  TBAWLEBS. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  Sept  9.] 

A  decree  has  been  issued  by  the  Portuguese  Government  prohibit- 
ing the  sale  of  trawlers.  Owing  to  the  very  high  prices  offered  for 
these  ships  the  country's  fishing  fleet  was  seriously  threatened. 

The  civil  government  of  Lisbon  has  fixed  the  retail  price  of  fish, 
which  are  sold  from  house  to  house  by  about  2,000  fish  girls,  as  fol- 
lows: Stickleback,  per  dozen,  large,  80  cents;  medium,  60  cents; 
small,  10  cents;  sardmes,  per  dozen,  large,  60  cents;  medium,  40  cents; 
small,  20  cents;  mackerel,  10  cents  each;  salted  mackerel,  15  cents 
each.  The  police  have  had  considerable  difficulty  in  enforcing  sales 
at  the  scheduled  prices. 

niHElTSE  CAB  FEBBTBOAT  ON  ONTABIO. 

[CoDsnl  ^uUuB  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Canada,  Sept.  17.] 

The  largest  car  ferryboat  on  Lake  Ontario,  built  by  the  Poison 
Iron  Works  at  Toronto,  has  just  made  its  initial  trip  between 
Cobourg,  Ontario,  and  Charlotte,  the  port  for  Rochester,  N.  Y.  The 
new  boat,  Ontario  No.  J?,  is  a  companion  vessel  to  Ontario  No.  J, 
though  a  little  larger.  No  2  being  318  feet  long,  54  feet  wide,  with 
a  tonnage  capacity  of  5,567  tons.  It  can  carry  30  loaded  freight 
cars  ana  1,000  passengers.  The  boat,  which  has  returned  to  Toronto 
for  some  additional  work,  will  go  into  regular  commission  in  a 
week  or  two. 


SIHO-JAFANESE  THBOUGH  lELEGBAFH  STSTEU. 

[Extract  from  UanchnrU  Dall^  Ncwi  of  Aug.  25,  bj  Coatml  A.  A.  Williamson,  Dalren.] 

The  stations  on  the  Chinese  Government  Railways,  with  which 
the  interlineal  through  service  telegraphic  system  was  opened  on 
August  20  are — 

(1)  Petlng-Miikden  line  head  ofBce.  Tientsin;  Tlpiitsln  Central;  TientBlii- 
Blast;  Peking;  Hslnminfu;  Slinnbnlkwfln ;  nnd  Hmin^kiituu. 

(2)  Peklng-HoDkow  line  head  oflice,  Peking;  and  Hankow. 

(3)  Peking-Kalgan  line  head  office.  Peking;  Nankow;  and  Kalgan. 

(4)  Tientsln-Pukow  line  head  ofiico,  Tientsin;  Tsiiuinfu ;  nnd  Pukow. 

(5)  Shangrhal-Nanklng  line  bead  otiice,  Stian^hul;  Kauklug;  and  Shanghai. 


FOBEIGH  TBADE  OF  ITALY. 

[Consul  General  David  F.  Wilber,  Genoa,  Sept.  13.] 

The  combined  value  of  Italy's  imports  and  exports  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  present  calendar  year  was,  according  to  Italian  official 
statistics,  $571,821,310.  Exports  reached  a  total  of  $246,026,600,  or 
$2,128,903  less  than  in  January-June,  1914.  Imports  amounted  to 
$325,794,650,  a  decrease  of  $38,622,137. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conunerce. 

New  Tork,  KooiD  409  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Baildfng; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Bnildlnr; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hibernia  Bank  Building;  San 
Tranclsco,  306  TTnlted  States  Castomhoase;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
atlve  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
OomneToe;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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HI£SCHB£Ea  FfiVIT  AND  mi  CSOPS. 

[ConsQl  Harry  G.  Seltzer,  Brcslaa,  Germany,  S^t.  T.l 

There  are  unusually  good  prospects  of  rich  fruit  and  nut  crops  in 
the  Hirschberg  Valley  this  year.  Pears  are  very  good  and  the  mar- 
kets arc  well  stocked.  Apples  will  follow  in  a  few  weeks  with  a  good 
average  yield.  Walnut  trees  are  full  of  nuts.  The  grapevines  are 
also  well  laden,  and  this  crop  will  be  especially  interesting  as  it  is 
only  a  few  years  since  their  cultivation  was  first  commenced  Hazel- 
nuts, as  usual,  will  be  very  plentiful. 


FBUSSIAK  BAUWAY  NOTES. 

[Conaul  Harry  G.  Seltzer,  Breslau,  Sept.  7.] 

A  recent  report  in  the  first  number  of  a  publication,  "  Der  Staats- 
bedarf,"  just  issued,  announces  that  the  Prussian-Hessian  Govern- 
ment Railway  and  the  Imperial  Kailroad  of  Alsace-Lorraine  have 
placed  order  for  763  locomotives,  935  passenger  coaches,  14  baggage 
cars,  and  13,200  freight  cars,  all  to  be  built  in  Germany. 

The  Oberschlesische  Eisenbahnbedarfs  A.  G.,  in  its  semiannual  re- 
port for  the  first  half  of  1915,  announces  a  surplus  of  about  5,750,000 
marks  ($1,368,500),  as  compared  with  5,870,000  marks  ($1,379,0G0) 
for  the  whole  of  1914.  The  second  half  of  1915  is  starting  very  fa- 
vorably, according  to  the  same  report. 


COTTOir  APPARATUS  FOR  RUSSIA. 

{Consal  Qeneral  John  U,  Snodgrass,  Hobcow,  Sept  3.] 

At  the  local  office  of  the  Russian  Department  of  Agriculture  some 
apparatus  has  been  ordered  from  the  United  States  ror  determining 
the  quality  of  cotton  fibers  and  cotton  seeds.  A  collection  of  stand- 
ard specimens  is  also  expected.  This  apparatus  is  a  great  rarity  in 
Russia  and  is  not  used  even  by  the  biggest  firms. 
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ECONCOaC  POSITION  OF  SUOAE  JS  THE  UITITED  STATES. 

More  than  one-fifth  of  the  40  billion  pounds  of  sugar  that  repre- 
sent the  world's  production  last  year  was  consumed  in  the  United 
States.  The  consumption  of  sugar  in  the  United  States,  exclusive  of 
its  sugar-producing  islands,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1915,  has  been  calculated  by  the  Bureau  of  l^orei^  and  Domestio 
Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce,  as  8,630  million  pounds,  or  86 
pounds  per  capita. 

Of  the  sugar  consumed  in  this  country  in  1914-15,  1,941  million 
pounds  were  produced  on  the  mainland,  1,281  million  pounds  in 
Hawaii,  589  million  pounds  in  Porto  Rico,  327  million  pounds  in  the 
Philippines,  and  the  remainder  in  foreign  countries.  Cuba,  the  lead- 
ing source  of  our  imported  sugar,  sent  us  4,785  million  pounds  in  the 
last  fiscal  year,  that  quantity  wing  nearly  four  times  as  much  as  that 
from  Hawaii  and  eight  times  as  much  as  that  from  Porto  Rico. 

Beet  sugar  now  leads  cane  su^ar  by  nearly  1  billion  pounds  in 
the  yearly  domestic  product,  having  reversed  the  conditions  which 
obtained  20  years  ago.  In  1895,  for  example,  according  to  the 
Statistical  Abstract  of  the  United  fc^tates,  the  domestic  sugar  product 
totaled  approximately  775  million  pounds,  the  share  of  beet  sugar 
being  only  45  million  pounds.  In  1915  our  sugar  product  had  in- 
creased to  1,941  million  pounds,  the  share  of  beet  having  grown  to 
1,448  million  and  that  of  cane  having  decreased  to  493  million  pounds. 
Meantime  beet  sugar  has  practically  disappeared  from  our  imports. 
Eighteen  years  ago,  when  the  Cubjin  supply  of  cane  sugar  was  cut  off 
by  war,  we  imported  nearly  2  billion  pounds  of  beet  sugar.  After 
the  return  of  peace  in  Cuba  our  iuiports  of  beet  sugar  fell  off  sharply, 
and  in  the  last  fiscal  year  beet  sugar  inipoi-ts  amounted  to  less  than 
1  million  pounds. 

The  cutting  off  of  the  sugar  supply  of  European  countries  has 
resulted  in  a  remarkable  expansion  of  our  sales  of  sugar  to  foreign 
countries.  For  the  fiscal  year  1915  they  aggregated  582  million 
pounds,  as  against  22|  million  pounds  in  1900  and  million  pounds 
m  1880. 

The  following  table  presents  the  leading  changes  in  the  economic 
position  of  sugar  in  1014^-15,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year: 


World'!  tnipiT  product  , 

United  Btat«3  caite-cujcarproduot.... 
Uniled  Slates  bcel-siif^r  product..., 
United  Stales  imports: 

Cuban  

Hawaiian  

Porto  Hican  

Philippiue  

All  otUer  

Dnit«d  Slates  exports  siiptr  

United  States  eonsumptfon  of  sugtr 


1913-14 


PoHIWft. 

4%  053, 000, 000 
601,000,000 
1,467,000,000 

4,927,000,000 

i,U5,noo,ooo 

641,000,000 

ii7,o<x),ono 
is.cxw.ooo 

72,:rtO,000 
8,7»4,000,000 


1914-U 


Povnd/. 
40,424,000,000 
483,000,000 
1,448,000,000 

4, 71(5,000,000 
l,2f<l,000,000 
6RS,000.000 
327, 000, 000 
309,000,000 
£82,000,000 
8,630,000,000 


Ambassador  Frederic  C  Penfield,  of  Vienna,  advises  that  govern- 
mental permits  for  the  sale  of  Austrian  sea  vessels  to  foreigners 
must  now  be  obtained  in  order  to  render  such  transactions  legu. 
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EZFEBIXEHTS  WITH  NATITR&L  AlTD  ILLlTMINATIirO  GAS. 

Experiments  made  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines  in  the 
analysis  of  natural  and  illuminating  gas,  by  fractional  distillation 
at  low  temperatures  and  pressures,  are  described  in  a  publication 
just  issued.  By  the  methods  used  it  is  possible  to  separate  and  de- 
termine the  hydrocarbons  in  gaseous  fuels,  and  a  wide  field  of  inves- 
tigation is  opened  up,  in  that  a  much  more  exact  study  of  combus- 
tion processes  can  be  made,  and  chemical  changes  more  closely  fol- 
lowed and  better  understood. 

This  publication  is  one  of  a  series  dealing  with  the  increase  of  effi- 
ciency in  the  production  and  utilization  of  fuels.  Fractional  dis- 
tillation in  a  vacuum  at  low  temperatures  is  employed  in  the  experi- 
ments. The  gas  is  liquefied,  the  different  constituents  separated  by 
proper  adjustment  of  temperatures,  the  various  fractions  removed 
with  .-a  mercury  pump,  and  these  fractions  analyzed  by  ordinary 
slow-combustion  methods.  The  method  was  successfully  applied  to 
the  separation  of  hydrocarbons  in  natural  gas  and  in  artificial  illumi- 
nating gas,  and  is  the  only  known  method  applicable  to  the  separa- 
tion of  some  hydrocarbons. 

The  first  part  of  this  report  describes  the  results  of  experiments  by 
which  the  natural  gas  used  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  was  separated  into  its 
individual  paraffin  nydrocarbons.  The  second  part  describes  experi- 
ments in  which  the  separaJtion  of  the  illuniinants  in  artificial  illumi- 
nating gas,  that  used  in  Pitteburgh,  Pa.,  and  that  used  in  New  York 
City,  vFas  eflfected.  Some  experiments  to  determine  the  practicability 
of  separating  gases  whose  boiling  points  lie  close  together,  such  as 
ethane  and  ethylene,  are  included. 

Copies  of  Technical  Paper  104,  "Analysis  of  natural  gas  and 
illimunating  gas  by  fractional  distillation  at  low  temperatures  and 

Eressures,"  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  Washington, 
KC,  

SOITTH  EUSSIAH  UINIHO  IHDITSTRY  IS  1915. 

[Conml  General  John  H.  SnodgniBS,  Hoscow,  Sept.  3.] 

According  to  data  collected  by  the  Association  of  the  Mining  In- 
dustry of  South  Russia,  the  amount  of  pig  iron  produced  during 
the  first  half  of  1915  was  1,514,223  short  tons,  or  260,231  tons  less 
than  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  In  consequence  of  the 
difficulties  experienced  in  the  transportation  of  fuel,  ore,  etc.,  the 
supplies  at  the  works  had  reached  a  low  level  at  the  end  of  June, 
1915.  The  production  of  half-products  was  considerably  reduced, 
and  in  connection  with  this,  the  production  of  steel  and  iron  goods 
dropped  from  1,371,600  tons  In  the  first  half  of  1914  to  1,122,400 
tons  in  the  first  half  of  1915. 

The  shipment  of  manufactured  iron  and  steel  from  the  works  to 
the  markets  of  consumption  experienced  a  still  greater  reduction; 
during  the  first  six  montlis  of  1914  these  shipments  aggregated 
1,213,900  tons,  while  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1915  they 
amounted  to  about  944,200  tons.  The  shipments  of  nil  products  of 
the  southern  works,  which  reached  the  figure  of  1,880,700  tons  during 
the  period  January-June,  1914,  amounted  to  1,453,700  tons  during 
the  corresponding  period  in  1915. 
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UABEET  FOB  TOXATO  SATTCE  IIT  KOBWAT. 

[Consul  Maurice  P.  Diinlap,  Stavangor,  Norway,  Aug.  20.] 

Since  Italy  entered  the  war,  the  price  of  canned  tomato  sauce 
(puree)  has  gone  up  in  Stavanger.  Prices  formerly  ranged  from 
35  to  50  sliillings  ($8.31  to  $12.17),  according  to  thickness  of  the 
pui*ee.  per  100  kilos  (^20  pounds),  delivered  c.  i.  f.  Stavanger.  Now 
prices'  range  from  60  to  70  shillings  ($12.17  to  $17.03).  It  is  esti- 
mated tliat  this  district  alone  uses  about  25,000  cases  of  the  pur^e 
a  year,  and  that  i)orhaps  10,000  more  cases  are  used  in  other  parts 
of  Norway.  Each  case  contains  50  kilos  (110  pounds).  The  pulp 
is  used  08  a  dressing  for  canned  fish  by  all  the  fisn  factories,  of  Wnich 
there  are  about  50  here. 

It  would  seem  that  American  dealers  in  tomato  sauce  might  find 
a  market  here  if  certain  conditions  were  met.  Very  little  AniericaA 
sauce  has  been  tried,  although  a  number  of  years  ago  certain  Ameri- 
can samples  did  not  prove  satisfactory.  The  American  sauce,  when 
eaten  with  the  fish,  seemed  to  have  a  gritty  taste.  This  is  thouglit  to 
have  been  due  to  the  presence  of  too  many  seeds.  The  color  was  also 
not  the  rich  red  color  of  the  best  Italian  sauce,  which  is  guaranteed 
not  to  be  artificial.  This  is  important.  Sauce  of  a  brownish  color  is 
not  w-tnted.   Both  thin  and  thick  puree  is  used,  but  mostly  thick. 

The  proper  preparation  of  this  product  seems  to  be  an  art  in  which 
only  Italy  has  succeeded  to  date,  fspain  also  supplies  a  small  amount 
to  this  market,  but  Spain's  contribution  can  not  compare  with  Italy's 
and  packers  have  ako  noticed  a  gritty  taste  in  the  Spanish  puree. 
Even  French  sauce  lias  proved  unsatisfactory.  Some  has  he&a  im- 
ported from  England,  but  this  is  manufactured  by  an  Kiiglish 
factory  in  Italy. 

There  is  at  present  no  immediate  siiortage  of  sauce  threatened  in 
Stavanger.  However,  packers  have  placed  unusually  large  orders  in 
Italy  for  fear  that  some  of  the  contracts  may  have  to  be  canceled. 
They  have  already  been  informed  that  the  Italian  (lovernment  has 
had  much  tomato  land  planted  to  corn  since  the  war  began,  and  they 
have  been  warned  to  place  orders  long  in  advance. 

Italian  purfe.  such  as  is  used  here,  is  also  imported  into  America. 
The  sauce  is  received  here  in  5-kilo  (ll-pound)  tins,  10  tins  to  a  case. 
The  cases  must  be  strong  and  should  be  strapped  with  iron.  There 
is  no  duty  on  tomato  pulp. 

Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f. 
Stavanger. 

[A  nniuber  of  small  snmple  cans  of  the  sniice  have  beeu  I'ccelvctl  from  Consul 
Dunlap  and  may  he  examined  at  the  Riire:iu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Goiunierce 
or  Its  branches.   Hefer  to  flie  No.  K!t546.] 

[Consul  B.  M.  RasmiiseD.  Bergen,  Sopt.  I.] 
Additional  Information  from  Norway. 

According  to  the  late;-t  available  statistics,  the  anniir.I  imports  of 
tomato  puree  amount  to  1,898,661  pounds,  valued  at  $00,240. 

It  is  important  that  instructions  in  regard  to  size  of  containers  be 
strictly  complied  with,  as  the  small  cans  are  dutiable.  According  to 
the  Norwegian  tariff  of  1014,  tomato  puree  put  up  in  bottles,  jars,  or 
scaled  cans,  the  combined  weight  of  which  exceeds  5  kilos  (exact 
equivalent,  11.0:23  pounds),  is  admitted  duty  free,  whereas  if  put  up 
in  smaller  tpiantities  it  is  dutiable  at  25  ore  per  kilo  (3  cents  a  pound). 
Tomato  sauce  is  usually  bought  through  local  agents  repres^ting 
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the  manufacturers,  and  firms  with  established  credit  have  the  choice 
between  three  months'  credit  or  a  3  per  cent  discount.  Names  of 
local  agents  are  Christoffer  Dekke,  Ernest  Oisen,  F.  C.  Schonberg, 
Georg  Schramm. 

[A  complete  description  of  the  touiato-caunlug  Imliistry  in  Italy  Is  given  in  n 
bulletin  Issued  by  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Couimerce  entitlctl 
"Canned-Tomato  Industry  in  Italy;  Special  Agents  Series  Xo.  93."  "This 
bulletin  is  sold  at  5  cents  n  copy  by  the  Snperlntendent  of  DocnmeutB,  Govern- 
ment  Printing  Office,  Washington.] 

AHEEICAK  TEADE  WITH  SOUTHEEN  INDIA. 

[Consul  Lucien  Mem m Inge r,  Madras,  Aug.  20.] 

The  value  of  the  total  sea-borne  trade  of  the  Madras  Presidency 
with  all  countries  for  the  quarter  ended  June  30,  1915,  according  to 
official  customhouse  statistics,  was  $28,263,076,  of  which  $19,301,984 
represents  exports  and  $8,961,092  imports.  The  total  trade  with  the 
United  States  for  this  period  amounted  to  $2,063,479,  of  which 
$1,582,943  is  the  value  of  exports  and  $480,536  that  of  imports.  The 
general  trade,  as  well  as  that  with  the  United  States,  averaged  about 
the  same  as  in  corresponding  periods. 

There  was  an  increase  in  imports  of  metals  as  compared  witli 
previous  quarters,  showing  a  demand  for  pipes  and  tubes,  iron  and 
steel  sheets  and  plates,  steel  of  various  sorts,  and  nails,  rivets,  etc., 
the  total  for  all  metals  being  $120,619.  In  June,  26  motor  cars  valued 
at  $21,356  were  imported,  as  compared  with  18  cars  valued  at  $10,907 
in  April  and  11  valued  at  $8,005  in  May.  The  imports  of  playing 
cards,  $15,198,  continue  to  be  an  important  item,  while  hardware  and 
cutlery  and  scientific'instruments  are  also  to  be  reckoned  among  lead- 
ing imports. 

Tallies  of  frinflipal  Artloles  Eiported. 

The  customhouse  statistics  of  exports  to  the  United  States  vary 
somewhat  from  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  consulate  and  on  record 
at  that  office.  The  principal  articles  exported  from  all  ports  of  the 
Madras  Presidency,  according  to  the  customhouse  returns,  were: 
Pepper,  6,188,420  pounds,  valued  at  $568,279;  tanned  goat  and  sheep 
sidns,  $400,567;  raw  skins,  $241,221;  coconut  oil,  $125,697;  castor 
seeds,  $81,652;  coir  ^am,  $71,813;  ginger,  $23,601;  sandalwood, 
$15,385;  lemon-gross  oil,  $15,069. 

In  the  general  trade  of  Madras  and  subordinate  ports  with  all 
countries,  cotton  piece  goods  and  linen  are  the  principal  items  of 
importation,  while  hides  and  skins,  seeds  (principally  groundnuts 
nnd  castor  seeds) ,  cotton  piece  goods,  and  raw  cotton  are  the  prin- 
cipal articles  of  export. 

BOBIira  FOB  OIL  DT  AUSTRALIA. 

[BrlBbaoc  diepntcta  In  Bydner  Herald,  of  Aug.  .27,] 

It  is  probable  that  at  an  early  date  the  oil  produced  from  the  shale 
deposits  in  the  Gladstone  district  of  Queensland  will  be  available. 
The  particular  area  on  which  the  operations  are  being  conducted  is 
in  the  nei^borhood  of  Lowmead,  near  Baffle  Creek,  in  the  Gladstone 
district.  Bores  are  now  being  sunk  for  a  company,  with  its  head- 
quarters in  Sydney,  which  has  leased  the  land,  and  at  173  feet  in  one 
bore  a  thick  bed  of  shale  was  penetrated.  An  American  company 
hftS  offered  to  build  a  plant  for  recovering  crude  oil  from  shale. 
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CONDITION  OF  BirsSIAir  COTTON  GBOF. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  Aug.  26.1 

According  to  the  Statistical  Department  of  the  Administration  of 
Agriculture  in  Turkestan,  the  condition  of  the  cotton  crops  in  that 
district  is  as  follows: 

In  the  Syr  Daria  district  the  sowing  of  cotton  was  rather  late  on 
account  of  the  cold,  rainy  weather  that  prevailed  during  the  latter 
pail  of  March  and  the  first  half  of  April.  The  first  cotton  was  sown 
on  April  1,  and  there  were  only  a  few  cases  where  it  had  to  l>e  resown. 
The  damage  done  by  insects,  etc.,  was  insignificant.  No  scarcity  of 
water  has  been  felt  this  year,  and  there  was  a  sufficient  number  of 
laborers  during  the  sowing  period. 

The  general  condition  of  the  crops  may  be  considered  satisfactory. 
The  area  sown  to  cotton  this  year  increased  in  consequence  of  re- 
duced cultivation  of  cereals,  principally  wheat  and  barley,  and  in 
consequence  of  newly  tilled  land.  The  area  under  cotton  cultivation 
in  1915  is  251,100  acres,  instead  of  218,700  acres  sown  in  the  preced- 
ing year. 

Samarkand,  Ferghana,  and  Tranicasplan  Districts. 

In  the  Samarkand  district  the  rainy  i^eriod  in  April  caused  the 
sowing  of  cotton  to  be  rather  late.  Part  was  sown  in  Mardi,  but  in 
many  cases  it  was  necessary  to  have  it  sown  over  again.  There  was 
no  scarcity  of  water  for  irrigating  purposes,  and  hardly  any  damage 
was  noted  from  insects.  The  condition  of  the  crops  is  satisfactory. 
Tlie  advances  of  money  on  the  future  crop  have  not  amounted  to 
lai^e  sums. 

In  the  Ferghana  district  the  sowing  took  place  at  the  usual  time, 
beginning  in  the  middle  of  March  and  being  terminated  by  the  end 
of  April.  In  a  few  cases  only  the  sowing  had  to  be  done  over  again. 
There  was  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  for  irrigating  purposes,  and 
there  was  no  scarcity  of  labor.  The  general  condition  of  the  crops 
is  very  satisfactory  and  the  development  normal  throughout  the 
district. 

The  area  of  cotton  plantations  has  increased  almost  everywhere, 
the  greatest  extension  being  noted  in  the  Khokan  and  Skobelef  ter- 
ritories, where  the  area  increased  by  20  i)er  cent.  The  total  area  of 
cotton  plantations  in  the  Ferghana  district  must  amount  to  810,000 
acres,  against  704,100  acres  in  the  preceding  year.  The  advances  of 
money  on  the  future  crop  are  issued  at  a  reduced  rate  in  comparison 
with  last  yenr. 

In  the  Transcaspian  district  the  earliest  sowing  took  place  on 
March  23,  while  the  latest  was  finished  by  May  3.  There  were  few  cases 
where  the  sowing  had  to  be  done  over.   The  general  condition  of 

the  crops  is  satisfactory.  Compared  with  last  year,  the  area  under 
cotton  cultivation  has  increased  by  about  12  per  cent  throughout  tlie 
district. 

In  the  Khanate  of  Khiva  the  area  of  cotton  plantations  did  not 
undergo  any  change.  In  Bokhara  the  area  prepared  for  cotton  sow- 
ing was  about  30  per  cent  greater  than  that  of  the  preceding  year. 
Eitimatlnc  Snstian  Cotton  Crop. 

From  data  presented  to  the  Cotton  Committee  this  year's  cotton 
crop  in  Central  Asia  was  estimated  at  1^28,000  bales  ox  500  pounds. 
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The  Mimstry  of  Ways  of  Communication  has  requested  the  Cotton 
Committee  to  state  how  many  cars  will  be  required  to  ship  cotton 
for  the  requirements  of  the  Petrograd  and  Moscow  cotton-manufac- 
turing districts.  A  list  of  the  number  of  cars  required  for  each 
month  to  April,  1916,  has  been  presented  to  the  ministry. 

According  to  the  administration  of  the  Central  Asia  Railway,  the 
1914-15  cotton  crop  of  Ferghana  has  been  a  record  one  and  amounts 
to  594,000  bales  gross  weight  of  cleaned  cotton.  Per  dessiatine 
(2.7  acres)  it  was  90  poods  (2.4  bales)  per  acre  of  raw  cotton,  yield- 
ing a  greater  percentage  of  fiber  than  in  the  preceding  year.  In 
1913-14  the  average  amount  of  raw  cotton  from  which  1  pood 
(36.1128  pounds)  of  fiber  was  obtained  was  3  poods  18  funts  (124.6 
pounds),  while  in  1914^15  it  was  3  poods  15  funts  (121.9  pounds). 

In  regard  to  quality,  it  is  estimated  that  about  70  per  cent  will  be 
of  first  and  5  per  cent  of  second  and  third  grades.  In  regard  to  the 
c^uantity  of  moisture  obtained,  the  cotton  of  this  crop  may  be  con- 
sidered normal. 

The  Ferghana  cotton  crop  of  the  season  1914-15  is  estimated  at 
18,000  bales  more  than  the  crop  of  the  preceding  year  and  64,000 
bales  more  than  the  crop  of  1912-13.  The  value  of  the  cotton  crop 
of  Ferghana  is  estimated  by  the  exchange  committee  at  116,387,5(M) 
rubles  ($69,940,000  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the 
ruble),  which  exceeds  the  value  of  the  prerading  crop  by  more  than 
$7,200,000. 


OUTLOOK  FOB  SWEDISH  COHHEBCE  WITH  BITSSIA. 

[Consul  General  Brunt  L.  Uarrln,  Stockhqlni,  Sireden,  B^t.  2.] 

Swedish  merchants  and  manufacturers  are  turning  their  attention 
more  and  more  to  prospects  of  trade  with  Kussia.  Trade  routes  are 
being  studied  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  great  share  of  the  commerce, 
which  is  now  finding  its  way  from  England  and  the  United  States 
to  Russia  by  the  way  of  Sweden,  will  continue  to  be  sent  through 
this  country.  It  is  proposed  to  create  new  lines  of  transportation 
as  well  as  to  improve  those  already  in  existence. 

It  is  thought  that  a  permanent  line  Immingham-Goteborg-Stock- 
holm-Petrograd  would  appeal  to  shippers  in  both  England  and 
Bu^ia.  It  would  place  the  Russian  farmers  in  direct  connection 
with  a  great  distributing  center  for  dairy  products  in  England,  and 
would  enable  English  business  men  and  tourists  to  reach  Kussia  by  a 
fairly  short  and  comfortable  route.  It  is  the  intention  of  business 
people  in  Sweden  not  only  by  thorough  organization  to  win  and 
retain  former  markets  in  England,  but  also,  by  improving  steamship 
connections  with  Russia,  to  make  an  energetic  bid  for  the  commerce 
of  that  country.  This  effort  will  be  assisted  by  the  probable  tend- 
ency in  Russia  to  import  direct  from  Sweden,  Great  Britain,  and 
the  United  States. 

It  is  thought  by  Swedish  manufacturers  that  there  will  be  a  future 
in  Russia  for  farming  machinery  and  chemical  manure.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  farming  in  Russia  will  be  greatly  extended  and  that 
there  will  be  a  large  increase  in  the  exports  of  grain. 
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BBITISH  KAXKET  FOB  WO0II-3L00K  PAVXHO. 

[Wct-klr  Bulletin  of  Cnnadtan  Department  of  Trade  sod  Commerce.l 

Wood-block  paving  is  in  general  use  in  nearly  all  of  the  several 
hundred  boroughs  of  the  United  Kingdom  whose  population  is 

greater  tlian  00,000.  Its  growing  popularity  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
it  shows  a  longer  life  under  motor-bus  traffic  than  any  other  smooth 
pavement  that  has  yet  been  produced  at  equal  expense,  to  the  ease 
with  which  repairs  may  be  made^  and  to  the  absence  of  dust  and  noise. 

There  are  a  few  prominent  cities,  such  as  Glasgow,  Dublin,  Belfast, 
and  Liverpool,  where  wood-block  paving  is  not  used  except  in  front 
of  hospitals  and  schools.  In  these  citied  granite  sets  are  employed 
and  their  displacement  by  wood  pavements  is  delayed  because  of  the 
practice  of  shoeing  draft  horses  with  sharp  calks,  which  tear  up  the 
wood  bloc^ 

Sedwood  the  Chief  Haterlal  Used. 

Many  woods  have  been  tried  for  pavements  in  the  United  King- 
dom. Jarrah  was  introduced,  but  proved  unsatisfactory,  wearing 
and  breaking  off  at  the  comers  and  edges  and  producing  a  very  rutty 
pavement.  Bed  gum  from  the  United  States  likewise  gave  poor 
service.  The  use  of  oak  was  discontinued  some  12  years  ago  on  the 

f round  of  expense.  Pitch  pine  from  the  United  States  was  also  tried, 
ut  it  did  not  wear  evenly  and  produced  a  rough  pavement.  Cana- 
dian white  spruce  was  laid  on  the  north  side  of  Trafalgar  Square  in 
London  12  years  ago  with  an  S-pound  treatment  of  creosote  per 
cubic  foot  and  is  still  in  excellent  condition. 

Without  exception,  the  wood-block  pavement  laid  in  Great  Britain 
now  is  Swedish  and  Russian  redwood  {Pinxis  sylvestria).  The  speci- 
fications issued  by  the  municipal  engineers  throughout  the  country 
admit'this  wood  and  no  other^  the  one  exception  being  the  specifica- 
tion for  the  borough  of  Westminster,  London,  which  a(units  Canadian 
spruce,  red  pine,  or  Douglas  fir. 

Swedish  redwood  has  three  points  in  its  favor — the  price  is  satis- 
factory, its  life  is  definitely  known,  and  the  paving  companies  handle 
it.  In  normal  times  Swedish  and  Russian  redwood  was  delivered  in 
8  by  8  or  3  by  9  inch,  6  to  20  feet  long,  averaging  16  feet,  dressed  one 
side  and  one  edge,  for  £10  10s.  to  £11  10s.  per  standard  ($51.10  to 
$55.95  per  165  cubic  feet)  c  i.  f.  The  price  has  risen  during  the  war 
to  £16  10s.  ($80.30).  This  timber,  sawn  into  4-inch  blocl^  and  given 
an  8  to  10  pound  treatment  of  creosote,  will  make  a  pavement  lasting 
in  London  20  years  under  light  traffic  and  12  years  under  heavy 
traffic 

:bnpoTtant  Fosltfon  Held  by  Favlnc  Companies. 

As  already  stated,  the  municipal  authorities  when  contracting  for 
wood-block  pavements  specify  redwood  in  nearly  every  case,  and  the 

Saving  companies  do  not  handle  any  other  kind  of  wood.  The  in- 
uence  of  the  paving  companies  is  all  powerful  in  most  of  the  munici- 
palities when  n  change  of  wood  is  to  be  considered.  Only  a  few  im- 
portant municipalities  purchase  blocks  or  lay  pavements.  Nearly  all 
the  paving  is  done  by  companies,  which  contract  with  the  munici- 
palities to  manufacture  the  ulocks,  creosote  them  according  to  speci- 
fications, lay  the  pavement  on  the  base  prepared  by  the  municipality, 
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and  maintain  it  free  of  cost  for  an  agreed  annual  charge  per  square 
yard  for  a  stated  term  of  years.  The  cost  of  tliis  service  ranges  from 
9s.  ($2.20)  per  square  yard  for  a  i-inch  block  with  an  8-pound  treat- 
ment to  14s.  ($3.40)  for  a  5-inch  block  with  a  12-pouna  treatment. 
The  cost  of  laying  is  2d.  (4  cents)  per  square  yard.  The  cost  of 
maintenance,  where  the  maintenance  is  undertaken  by  the  munici- 
pality, is  lOd.  (20  cents)  per  square  yard  per  year. 

The  companies  engaged  in  this  paving  business  are  few  in  number 
and  hare  a  monopoly  of  the  field.  They  have  established  their  repu- 
tations on  redwood,  are  acquainted  with  it,  and  are  interested  in  its 
continued  use.  The  city  ei^ineers  are  willing  to  try  new  material  if 
it  promises  them  a  longer  service  or  a  lower  initial  cost.  The  four 
Canadian  woods  that  could  be  introduced  in  the  United  Kingdom  for 
paving  purposes  are  Douglas  fir,  white  si>ruce,  jack  pine,  and  red 
pine,  but  they  can  find  a  sale  only  on  condition  that  the  normal  c.  i.  f. 
price  to  the  paving  companies  is  less  than  £11  ($53.50)  per  standard 
for  a  well-manufactured  sound  grade,  admitting  tight  knots  not  over 
1^  inches  in  diameter,  odd  and  even  lengths  accepted.  The  city  en- 
^neers  of  Sheffield  and  Westminster  have  already  signified  their 
willingness  to  accept  these  woods  if  the  price  is  lower  than  redwood. 
Other  city  engineers  are  willing  to  have  a  trial  strip  of  pavement  laid 
in  the  city  at  a  reduced  cost,  or  at  least  wish  to  be  convinced  that  the 
new  wood  has  already  given  satisfactory  service  in  some  municipality 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  There  is  no  opportunity  for  the  shipment 
of  creosoted  blocks.  Creosote  costs  only  6  cents  a  gallon  at  the  creo- 
soting  works  in  England. 
Specifications  Not  Blgld. 

Under  the  English  specifications  for  blocks  hearts  are  admitted; 
also  knote,  unless  loose  or  on  the  upper  end  of  the  block,  and  are 
sometimes  accepted  even  then.  There  is  no  rigid  adherence  to  any 
rule  regarding  the  rate  of  growth.  The  Russian  redwood  is  pre- 
ferred to  the  Swedish  because  it  is  slower  growing  and  therefore 
harder,  but  blocks  are  admitted  with  rings  6  or  even  4  to  tlie 
inch.  There  is  no  rigid  exclusion  of  sapwood,  some  specifications 
admitting  as  much  as  IB  per  cent  of  saps. 

The  quantity  of  timber  used  by  Great  Britain  for  paving  in  1913 
was  approximately  60,000,000  feet. 

[Hie  aae  of  wood  blocks  for  p:ivins  in  Eonland  was  discnssed  In  Dally 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  May  29. 1908,  May  2X.  1010,  and  Dec.  18, 1012.1 


SWEDISH  BOTTLE  INDUSTBY  AND  PBOHIBITIOH  LAW. 

[CharK^  (TAffalres  Jefferson  Caffery,  American  L^Uon,  Stockholm,  Sept.  3.] 

With  reference  to  the  proposal  that  has  been  made  that  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  brandy  and  beer  be  prohibited  the  United  Swedish 
Bottle  Glassworks  have  sent  a  petition  to  the  King  stating  that  if 
this  prohibition  law  is  passed  it  will  have  very  serious  effects  on  the 
bottle  industry. 

About  1,000  workmen  are  employed  in  this  industry.  The  principal 
customers  of  the  bottle  manufacturers  are  the  brandy  companies  and 
breweries.  The  prohibition  law  would  stop  the  manufacture  of  glass 
bottles  in  Sw^len,  and  most  of  these  workmen  would  be  left  without 
employment. 
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FBOSFEEOirS  FOSEIOK  COKPAinES. 

The  annual  reports  of  forei^  com{>anies  are  begmning  to  appear 
and,  as  usual,  disclose  many  interesting  facts  concerning  the  past 

year's  business.  A  busy  season  is  indicated  in  the  report  of  the 
Steel  Company  of  Scotland  for  the  12  months  ended  July  15.  The 
output  has  been  so  much  in  excess  of  the  previous  year  that  the  profit 
is  more  than  doubled,  and  the  amount  available  is  nearly  £30,000 
($145,995)  more  than  in  the  very  good  year  of  1912-13.  The  ordi- 
nary shareholders  benefit  to  the  extent  of  per  cent,  against  5  per 
cent  last  year,  whilst  tlie  reserve  is  strengthened  by  the  addition  of 
£40,000  ($194,660),  making  the  account  £265,660  ($1,289,625).  The 
year's  working,  compared  with  the  two  previous  years,  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  fin  which  the  amounts  have  oeen  converted  to 
American  dollars  at  the  rate  of  $4.8665  to  the  pound  sterling]  : 


U12-13 

1913-14 

1914-10 

(535,972 
92,608 
628,  r40 
154,073 
143, 99n 
229,130 

1302,307 
99.442 
401, 7« 
136.Zn 
48,605 
114,421 

1866,034 
103.391 
759, 32S 
1S1,;93 
104,660 
l&6.1fi9 
16,755 

soo^eis 

99,413 

102,391 

A  dividend  of  10  per  cent  was  paid  both  for  1912-13  and  1911-12. 
The  higher  prices  realized  the  last  12  months,  the  directors  say, 
were  offset  by  the  increased  wages  and  cost  of  raw  materials. 

Danish  Live  Stock  and  Shipping  and  Argentine  Meat  Industries. 

A  Copenhagen  report  states  that  at  present  Denmark  is  decidedly 
prosperous.  The  great  national  industry,  cattle  breeding,  has  had 
a  remarkably  good  year,  and  that  big  profits  have  been  made  is 
^own  clearly  by  the  balance  sheets  issued  by  the  joint  stock  com- 
panies engaged  in  this  business;  and  the  prices  obtained  for  milk, 
butter,  and  cheese  have  been  exceptionally  remunerative.  The  ship- 
ping industry  has  naturally  benefited  by  the  shortage  of  tonnage  ex- 
perienced everywhere^  and  the  high  freight  charges  which  have  pre- 
vailed have  resulted  m  quite  abnormal  profits  being  made.  One  of 
the  smaller  companies,  the  "Torm,"  has  just  declared  an  interim 
dividend  of  40  per  cent;  and  though  the  balance  sheets  of  the  larger 
companies,  such  as  the  Scandanavian-American  Line,  the  East  Asiatic 
Co.,  and  the  Danish-Russian  Co.,  have  not  yet  been  issued,  it  is 
known  that  large  profits  have  been  made.  Messages  received  yester- 
day indicate  fresh  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  strong  Asiatic  Co., 
which  intends  to  replace  10  of  its  7,500-ton  steamers  with  motor- 
driven  vessels  and  float  a  new  company  to  run  the  steamers. 

For  the  five  years  to  1911-12  (when  the  accounts  were  not,  as  at 
present,  made  up  to  the  end  of  the  calendar  year)  the  Smithneld  & 
Argentine  Meat  Co.  paid  dividends,  free  of  income  tax,  of  10  per 
cent,  with  the  exception  of  the  .year  1910-11,  for  which  there  was  no 
distribution  at  all.  Afterwards  the  company  experienced  less  favor- 
able times,  and  for  1912  only  5  per  cent  was  paid,  and  at  December  31, 
1913,  there  was  a  debit  balance  of  £20,566  ($100,084),  after  deduct- 
ing the  amount  standing  at  credit  of  general  reserve,  ^7,258 
($132,651).   The  surplus  arising  from  valuation  of  land  called  the 
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land-reserve  acconntf  which  was  held  in  suspense,  amounted  to  £33,423 
($162,653),  and  there  was  a  reserve  for  depreciation,  etc.,  of  £14,473 
($70,433).  Owing,  doubtless,  to  improved  business  through  the  in- 
creased reqxiirements  arising  from  the  war,  the  company  has  done 
better  in  the  current  year,  for  the  directors  are  able  to  announce  an 
interim  distribution  of  5  per  cent  actual,  or  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent 
per  annum. 

WHITE  SHOES  HUGH  WOBN  IK  KABACHI. 

[Cotuul  Jamea  OUvcr  Ising,  K&raebl,  lodla,  Aug.  0.] 

Owing  to  the  war,  the  local  stocks  of  British-made  boots  and 
shoes  are  becoming  depleted  and  little  machinery  exists  here  for  the 
manufacture  of  footwear  of  that  type.  I  con  not  speak  for  other 
consular  districts  in  India,  but  the  Karachi  district  has  a  rather 
large  European  population  which  wears  imported  boots  and  shoes, 
and  the  di^ict  does  not  make  them  in  quantity. 

The  chief  demand  is  for  boots  and  shoes  suitable  for  a  warm  cli- 
mate and  for  sport.  In  mcst  parts  of  this  district  white  canvas  and 
white  leather  low  shoes  are  worn  not  only  for  tennis  nnd  golf  but 
for  business.  The  temperature  is  high  for  |>eriods  ranging  from 
six  to  eight  or  nine  months  in  the  year.  Ihese  white  shoes  are 
usually  without  heels  and  are  laced.  Some  high  white  shoes  are  sold, 
but  one  usually  sees  low  shoes. 

The  white  canvas  shoes  sold  liore  are  of  English  make.  They  are 
cheaper  than  American-made  white  shoes,  but  not  so  good.  The 
sc'lcs  are  almost  always  of  rublier,  but  some  low  white  canvns  shoes 
with  braided  sewn  jute  soles  have  been  introduced  recently.  It  is 
too  soon  to  get  a  verdict  from  wearers  or  dealers  as  to  whether  they 
will  be  a  success.  There  are  also  both  low  aiid  high  canvas  and 
leather  shoes  here  with  soles  of  belting.  These  shoes  ai-e  a  little 
more  expensive,  but  the  sol^  outlast  the  tops. 
Kabber  Sold — Fnnpt  aad  Sportiner  Shoes. 

The  rubber  soles,  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  are  red.  Denlcrs  say  that 
white  rubber  soles  are  not  in  demand  here,  as  they  cost  more.  I 
have  personally  tested  the  low  canvas  shoes  with  red  rubber  soles 
sold  locally  and  compared  them  with  several  pairs  of  American  low 
canvas  shoes  with  white  rubber  soles  that  I  brought  from  the  United 
States.  The  American  shoes  cost  me  about  50  cents  more  a  pair  at 
retail  in  New  York  than  the  British-made  shoes  in  Karachi  and 
lasted  more  than  twice  as-  long  under  identical  conditions  of  wear. 
The  American  shoes  were  of  better  shape  and  held  their  shape  better. 

There  is  also  a  sale  for  men^s  pumps.  It  is  the  almost  universal 
custom  here  to  dress  for  dinner,  and  these  pumps  are  worn.  They 
are  usually  of  patent  leather.  In  purely  sporting  shoes  the  leather 
football  boot  has  the  largest  sale.  It  has  the  customary  cleats  of  the 
American  football  shoe  and  is  usually  white,  but  sometimes  tan  or  of 
a  bluish  tinge.  American  boots  and  shoes  are  acknowledged  by 
dealers  to  be  of  better  quality,  and  are  often  copied  by  small  local 
makers. 

The  Karachi  consulate  would  like  to  have  American  shoe  cata- 
logues and  price  lists  to  place  on  file. 

IThe  addressea  of  five  Karachi  dealers  in  boots  and  shoes  niny  be  obhiliied 
from  the  Barean  ot  ForelgD  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  brauch  offices  by 
referring  to  file  Mo.  66161.] 
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AKEBIGAN  COTTON  BAGS  POB  CHELEAIT  ITITBATE. 

[Comincrclsl  Attach^  Vem«  L.  Havnis,  Santiago,  Chile,  Aus.  18.] 

With  respect  to  the  possibility  of  substituting  American  cotton 
bags  for  those  made  of  East  India  jute  or  burlap  as  containers  for 
nitrates,  investijjntion  has  indicated  that  much  difficulty  is  experi- 
enced by  laborers  in  loading  nitrate  inclosed  in  cotton.  This  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  there  are  no  docks  where  ships  might  tie  up  at 
nitrate  ports,  and  the  bags  are  handled  several  times  before  being 
placed  aooard.  The  weight  is  about  200  pounds,  which  is  too  much 
for  a  man  to  lift,  particularly  in  a  rocking  boat.  He  therefore  uses 
a  hook,  which  injures  the  bag  and  causes  greater  damage  to  one  of 
cotton  than  to  one  of  burlap.  In  any  effort  to  facilitate  the  sale  of 
American  cotton  bags  this  circumstance  must  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

When  the  bag  is  filled  and  the  top  sewed  up,  two  ears  are  left  to 
wrap  the  string  around,  and  it  has  been  noted  that  the  laborers  take 
hold  of  these  ears  with  their  hands  on  the  top  of  the  bag  and  their 
partners  use  the  hook  on  the  bottom.  If  cotton  bags  could  be  made 
with  ears  on  the  bottom,  both  men  could  use  their  hands  freely  and 
the  hook  would  not  be  necessary.  It  would  also  be  easier  for  them, 
since  their  arms  would  be  spread  apart  by  the  width  of  the  bag, 
which  is  about  equivalent  to  the  width  of  one's  body. 
Seearing  CoiqteTatloii  of  Nitrate  Producers. 

To  accomplish  the  desired  end  the  cooperation  of  the  nitrate  pro- 
ducers is  necessary,  because  they  are  the  purchasers  of  the  ba^  and 
could  instruct  their  laborers  to  load  the  double-eared  bags  without 
hooks.  It  has  occurred  to  the  writer  that  this  idea  would  be  mate- 
rially furthered  if  such  a  concern  as  the  du  Pont  Nitrate  Co.  were 
to  have  a  thousand  bags  made  with  the  ear  on  the  bag  forming  a 
part  of  the  cloth  on  the  bottom  and  were,  as  an  experiment,  to  send 
them  to  Chile  and  return  nitrate  to  the  United  States  in  them. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Delaware  Oficina  alone  produced  46,000 
Spanish  quintals  (Spanish  quintal— 101.41  pounds),  using  23,000 
bags,  during  the  month  of  July.  The  total  production  of  the  month 
for  the  whole  country  required  1,500,000  bags. 

FEENCH  COAL  OTTTPUT  IN  1914. 

[Commercial  Attach*  C.  W.  A.  Vedltz.  Paris,  Sept.  10.] 

French  coal  production  in  1914  amounted  to  29,786,605  metric 
tons,  compared  with  40,843,018  tons  in  1913.  The  coal  output  for 
the  first  half  of  1914  amounted  to  more  than  half  of  the  total  pro- 
duction for  the  year  1913.  The  detailed  figures  for  the  coal-mining 
regions  of  France  are  as  follows  for  1913  and  1914: 


Coal  basins. 

1913 

1914 

Coal  basins. 

1913 

1914 

Nord  and  Pas-de-Calals. . 
Lvlro  and  Haut»>Loire... 

Ton*. 
27,389,307 

3.diie.6i3 

2,333,091 
l.Q74,tW 
362, 0e2 

Tom. 
17,>00, 308 
3, 4^7,644 
2.04'i,378 
1,S10,496 
317. 351 

Saone-ot-Loire  

All  other  

Tons. 
2,210,091 

(^94.054 
1,913,901 

Tom- 
2.048,200 
619,313 
1,657,845 

10,E41,61S 

29, 786,  COS 

[  Total  

In  1914  France  imported  from  Great  Britain  10,759,058  tons  of 
coal,  18,88:3  tons  of  coke,  and  116,549  tons  of  manufactured  fuel 
(agglom^res). 


Digitized  by  Google 


OOIOIXBCB  KEPOKIS. 


125 


TUTS  BAGS  FOK  BU8SU. 

[Consul  General  Joliu  n.  Bnodgrasa,  Moscow,  Aug.  25.] 

It  is  reported  that  7,000,000  bags  (approximately  5,040  short  tons 
in  weight)  have  accumulated  in  the  port  of  Vladivostok,  great  diffi- 
culty being  experienced  in  forwarding  them  to  their  places  of  destina- 
ti<m,  although  they  are  urgently  required  for  tliis  season's  harvest 
and  for  the  packing  of  sugar,  which  will  begin  in  September.  The 
Council  of  Congresses  of  Representatives  of  Industry  and  Trade  and 
the  Central  War  Committee  have  been  discussing  this  congestion 
and  also  the  possibility  of  supplying  the  required  amount  of  bags 
by  means  of  the  domestic  industry.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
annual  production  of  bags  in  Russia  reaches  100,000,000  pieces.  In 
consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  raw  jute  and  the  increased  consump- 
tion of  hemp  and  flax  fiber  for  the  requirements  of  the  army,  a  num- 
ber of  manufacturing  concerns  have  limited  their  production  of  bogs, 
while  others  have  discontinued  operations.  Consequently  the  price  of 
bags  has  already  increased  by  almost  100  jjer  cent  and  still  shows  a 
tendency  to  rise,  while  the  quality  has  become  inferior. 

It  has  boon  estimated  that  the  present  requirements  reach  the 
figure  of  200.000,000  bags.  Besides  the  7,000,000  bags  at  the  port  of 
\'Tadivostok  there  arc  shipments  in  Sweden  and  at  Arcliangel  which 
can  not  be  forwarded  for  want  of  transportation  facilities.  The 
question  of  ordering  a  supply  of  bags  in  India  has  Ix'on  left  open 
until  the  quantity  of  bags  that  can  be  produced  in  the  country  is 
definitely  ascertained. 

BTntEATT  PLAKS  POPTTLAB  PTJBIICATIOIIS. 

A  circular  on  "Measurements  for  the  household"  that  has  been 
issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  is  an  advance  in 
the  bureau's  work  in  the  direction  of  making  results  available  to  the 
people  who  have  little  or  no  technical  training.  This  book  on  meas- 
urements gives  accurate  data  regarding  a  great  variety  of  subjects 
that  arise  in  tlie  daily  routine  of  the  home,  presenting  a  simple 
account  of  the  kinds  of  measurements  and  their  practical  use,  under 
the  headings  of  commodities,  heat,  light,  water,  atmospheric  hu- 
midity, density  of  liquids,  atmospheric  pressure,  time,  etc. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  future  circulars  of  this  type  popular  in 
character.  The  bureau  states  that  it  believes  that  this  especially  use- 
ful cla?s  of  work  can  be  quite  largelv  expanded.  Copies  of  "  Meas- 
urements for  the  household"  may  he  obtained  free  by  interested 
persons  upon  application  to  the  Bui'eau  of  Standards,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

JAPANESE  STATION  IHPBOVEUENTS  IN  ZlANCHUBIA. 

[Conml  Ocncnl  P.  B.  HelDtElcman,  Mukdon,  Cblna,  Aug.  25.] 

A  subterranean  passageway  leading  from  the  train  nlatform  to  the 
station  building  is  being  constructed  at  the  South  Manchuria  Rail- 
way Station,  Mukden,  in  order  to  forestall  accidents  in  the  railway 
yard,  where  there  is  a  constant  movement  of  rolling  stock.  The 
work  is  expected  to  require  about  $10,000  and  will  consume  about 
three  months.  Alreadv  the  waiting  room  for  passengei's  to  iind  fnun 
the  Peking-RIukden  (Chinese)  line  has  been  removed  80  yards  south- 
ward preparatory  to  the  new  work. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOB  OOVERinEEHT  SUPPUES  ASH  CONSTRUGTIOV. 

[GorrespondeDce  sbould  be  direct  with  the  offices  named.  Rod  speclflcatloDa  can  nsuallT 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tbe  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  Umlt  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  slioutd  asit  to  be  placed  ob  tbe  mailins  lists  ol  such  offices  to  nceire  ootiees  calling 
(or  future  siippiles  or  work  of  a  similar  nafnre.] 

Buoy,  No.  2683.— Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  by  tlie  lighthouse  Inspector, 
a^tmpklnsville,  X.  Y.,  until  October  25,  1015,  for  furnishing  and  dellverli^ 
at  tidewater.  New  York  Hnrbor,  one  type  G  Plntsch  gns  buoy,  complete, 
charged  with  Plutsch  gas.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  appUcatlm: 
to  the  lighthouse  Inspector. 

Oonatrvction  work.  No.  28S4. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Snperridnig  Aivbltect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until 
November  8,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (lucluding  mechanical 
equipment  and  approaches)  of  a  two-story  and  basement  stone  and  brick- 
faced  building  for  the  United  States  post  office  at  Sidney,  Ohio.  Drawings 
and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  at  Sidney  or  at  the 
'Washington  office. 

Medical  auppJics,  No.  2685.— Sealed  proposnls  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New 
York  City,  until  October  18, 1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  depot 
24  restraint  apparatuses. 

Oonatntction  work,  No.  26S6. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
■  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  until 
November  12,  IfllS,  for  the  construction  complete  (Includfog  mechanical 
equipment  and  approncbes)  of  the  United  States  post  office  at  Salamanca, 
N.  Y,  Drawinps  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of 
the  fdte  or  at  the  WaBhington  office. 

Construction  work.  No.  2GS7. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Doclis,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October 
30,  1915,  for  one  shell  house  at  tlie  Naval  Magazine,  Norfolk,  Va.  Plans 
and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  tbe  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Doclis,  or  to  the  Commandant  of  the  Navy  Yard  at  Norfolk. 

Bxcavation  work.  No.  26S8. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  United  States  Iteelflmation  Service,  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  until  Novem- 
ber 4,  1915,  for  about  340,000  yards  of  canal  eicnvation.  The  work  Is 
situated  In  tbe  vicinity  of  Loma  and  Mack,  Colo.  Further  information  may 
he  had  on  application  to  tbe  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Grand 
Junction,  Colo. ;  Denver,  Colo. ;  or  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dredging.  No.  2GS9. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bure.in  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  until  October  16,  1915, 
for  dredging  at  the  Naval  Station,  New  London,  Conn.  Plans  and  speci- 
fications may  he  obtained  on  application  to  tlie  Washington  office  or  the 
naval  station  named. 

Books,  etc..  No.  2090. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe  office  of  the 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New 
York  City,  until  October  13,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the 
depot  129  copies  of  Howell's  (sixth edition)  Phydology;  71  copies  of  John 
Shaw  Billing's  "A  Memoir,"  Garrison;  75  order  pads;  and  various  grades 
of  printing  paper. 

Water  tank  and  toirer,  No.  2691. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks.  Navy  Department.  Washington,  D.  C,  nutU 
October  30.  1015,  for  a  250,000-KnIlon  steel  water  tank  and  tower  at  tbe 
Naval  Proving  Ground,  Indianhead.  Md.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  Washington  office. 

Construction  loork,  No.  2692.— Sealed  proposnls  will  be  received  at  tbe  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington.  D.  C,  until 
November  16,  1915,  for  the  extension,  remodeling,  etc.,  of  the  United  States 
post  office  and  courthouse  at  Huntington,  W.  Vn.  .  Drawings  and  si>eclflca- 
tions  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  custodian  at  Huntington  or  at  the 
Washington  office. 
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MoUis,  No.  2693. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  United 
States  Reclamation  Service.  Wusliliigton,  D.  C,  until  Noveniher  1,  1915,  for 
famishing  10  hoists  for  radinl  gates.  New  Jacliaoi)  I^lie  Dam.  Further  io- 
formatlon  may  be  had  on  apiJlication  to  the  WaslUugton  office. 

Crones,  No.  2694. — Sealed  proposais  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Doclts.  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November  20,  1915, 
for  furnishing  two  shfpbuildins  cranes  at  the  navy  yard,  Charleston,  S,  0. 
Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Washington 
office,  or  to  the  coumandout  of  the  navy  yard  mentioned. 

BydrauJic  cyHnders,  No.  2095. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  ofBce 
of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Novem- 
ber 5, 1915,  for  fumlsblnK  a  set  of  six  cast  steel  hydraulic  operattnK  cylin- 
ders and  appurtenances  for  slide  gates  for  Keechelus  Dam,  Yakima  Project, 
Wash,,  and  a  duplicate  set  for  Sherburiie  Lakes  Dam,  Milk  Illver  Project, 
Mont  Farther  Information  may  be  had  on  applicotlon  to  the  Washington 
office. 

SUCCESS  OF  AHEBICAN  WOODS  IK  GREECE. 

[Connl  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patras,  Sept.  8 ;  aupplemcotliiK  review  In  Couuheci  Rifobtb  for 

July  17,  11115.1 

AmericRQ  lumber  and  barrel  staves  both  began  to  arrive  on  this 
market  some  time  since,  and  both  are  proving  eminently  satisfactory 
to  the  local  trade.  Both  articles  are  used  thus  far  chiefly  in  con- 
struction of  cases  and  barrels  for  export  of  currants,  replacing  simi- 
lar articles  formerly  brought  to  the  market  from  Austria. 

The  American  barrel  stave  proves  distinctly  superior  to  the 
Austrian  in  that  it  is  at  once  of  lighter  wootl  and  better  cooperage. 
By  virtue  of  its  lighter  weight  it  pays  slightly  more  than  half  the 
duty  paid  on  the  Austrian  stave,  duty  on  all  woods  entering  Greece 
being  based  on  weight.  By  virtue  of  its  better  cooperage,  it  calls 
for  much  less  work  in  the  local  cooper's  hands,  and  when  put  up 
makes  a  distinctly  better  barrel.  Also  on  account  of  the  barrel  a 
lighter  weight  it  gives  an  advantage  to  the  exporter  when  his  export 
currants  pass  through  the  local  customs. 

The  lumber  which  has  thus  far  arrived  is  a  white  spruce.  It 
proves  on  actual  test  to  be  more  easily  and  satisfactorily  worked  into 
currant  cases  than  the  Austrian,  and  in  addition  makes  a  stronger 
container  without  any  addition  to  the  weight  of  the  case.  Both 
barrels  and  cases  made  of  American  wood  pre^nt  a  better  appearance 
than  any  ever  turned  out  on  this  market  before. 


A  wire-drag  examination  of  the  East  River,  from  Lawrence  Point 
to  Execution  Rocks,  will  be  made  this  fall  by  the  United  States 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  river 
diannel  is  free  from  obstructions  that  have  not  been  disclosed  pre- 
viously and  to  obtain  fuU  information  concerning  any  dangers  that 
may  m  found. 

Branch  Oflloes  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestio  Commeroe. 

Hew  Tork,  Boom  400  TTnlted  States  Gustomhonse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  BOi  Pederal  BnildlnK;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Bttllding; 
Atlanta,  921  Tott  OfBce  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020Hlbemla  Bank  Building;  San 
Tranelaeo,  SOS  TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Seattle.  822  Alaska  Bulldlog.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Detroit,  Board  ot  Commerce; 
miadvlphlm,  Okaabtr  of  Commeroe. 
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FOSEIQH  TRADE  OFFOBTTTIVZTIES. 


Beierved  addrcues  mny  be  obtaioed  from  the  Bareav  and  Its  branek  olllMai  Beqaest 
lor  cacb  opportUDltj  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  flle  aambcr  glren. 

Z-ray  machines.  No.  1S0C2. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  reports  that 
a  doctor  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  cntalogues  and  prices  of  X-ray 
machines.  Prices,  if  possihle,  should  be  given  c.  1.  f.  Palermo,  Corre- 
spondence should  be  In  Italian. 

Bristles  for  brushes.  No.  18653. — A  firm  In  tbe  United  Kingdom  Informs  an 
American  consultir  officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  bristles  for 


Matchmakinij  chemicals,  Ko.  18654. — A  report  from  nn  ADierlcnn  conaalar  officer 
in  India  stntes  that  n  firm  le  in  the  market  for  matchmuliing  chemicals,  and 
It  Is  particularly  anxious  to  hear  from  firms  handling  potash,  "  beretta," 
and  "  estanla." 

Fly  paper.  No.  18655. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  stntes  that  a  firm  in  Canada 
deairefi  names  and  addi*esses  of  manufacturers  of  fiy  paper,  sticky  reels, 
fly  pads,  pyramids,  and  similar  articles  for  catcliiug  flies. 

Chemicnls,  tools,  hosiery,  etc..  No.  18656. — A  commercial  agent  of  tbe  Bureau 
reports  that  a  represent}) tlve  of  a  firm  in  India  Is  maliiug  a  visit  to  this 
countiy  to  secure  au  agency  from  American  miinufucturers  of  chemicals, 
tools,  hoslei-y  for  women  and  cblldren,  and  glass  chimney  lamps. 

Canned  goods.  No.  18657. — ^A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  commercial  agent 
states  tliat  a  lirm  in  the  Netherbiiids  Is  iuterested  in  commuulcatiug  with 
leadlDg  packers  and  cauuers  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Stationery,  No.  18658. — A  commercial  attachf'  of  the  department  informs  the 
Bureau  that  n  firm  In  Franco  is  desirous  of  obtaUilng  tubes  made  of 
ebonite,  celluloid,  or  vulcanite.  The  tube  is  a  part  of  an  apparatus  for 
filling  fountain  peos. 

General  representation,  No.  18659. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating 
that  a  man  wishes  to  act  as  agent  in  Russia  for  American  manufoctnrers. 
No  particular  line  of  goods  is  mentioned.   Reference  furnished. 

2faUa,  No.  18660. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports  that  a  com- 
pany In  bis  district  desires  to  communicate  with  firms  dealing  In  iron,  with 
a  view  to  purchasing  same  for  nails.  Iron  to  I>e  in  rods  5i  millimeters. 
Quotations  c.  i.  f.  Messina  are  requested.  Gash  agaiost  documents.  Refer- 
ences given. 

Underwear  and  hosiery,  No.  18661. — A  report  from  an  American  consul  states 
that  a  business  man  in  Italy  desires  to  receive  catalog\ies  and  quotations 
on  silk  underwear  and  hosiery  for  women.  Quotations  c.  1.  f.  Palermo,  if 
X>o^l'>le.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Machinery,  No.  18662. — A  rqrort  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  India 
states  that  a  company  desires  to  receive  foil  information  in  regard  to  machin- 
ery for  au  ice  plant,  an  aeratetl  water  factory,  and  a  mill  for  extracting  oil 
from  copra  and  sim  sim  (sesame).  All  tbe  machinery  to  be  driven  by  electric 
power  generated  by  means  of  oil  engines,  which  are  also  to  be  purchased. 
Detailed  correspondence  is  solicited  and  not  catalogues. 

Ovens,  No.  1S063.~A  business  man  In  Germany  desires  to  establish  commercial 
relations  with  American  firms  manufacturing  incubators  using  coal  ovens 
large  enough  to  hold  several  thousand  eggs.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  are 
solicited.   Correspondence  may  be  in  Englldi. 

Paper,  cloth,  etc..  No.  18664. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  a 
firm  in  Greece  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  automobiles 
and  accessories,  wool  and  cotton  cloth,  nails  for  shoes  and  horseshoes,  and 
paper,  etc.  There  Is  a  demand  Jxist  now  for  4,000  kilos  of  paper,  samples 
of  which  have  been  forwardetl,  and  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
branch  offices.  Quotations  c.  1.  f.  Piraeus,  Including  5  per  cent  commission, 
are  requested.   (Refer  to  File  No.  67.) 


brushes. 


WASHINOTOir  :  OOTBkHHINX  PklHTIKO  OniCK :  IMI 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESHC  COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
For  ule  ^  the  SuperinlendeDt  of  Docuhmm*,  WMhiniton^D.  C.,at  |2J0  per  icar 

No.  237       Washington,  D.  C,  Saturday,  October  9  1915 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Pag«. 

Swiss  exposition  of  toys  opened   120     New  monographs  Irom  Bureau  of  Mines  138 

Utesner  transportation  of  dangerous  artieloe. .  129     Oil  refinery  In  Dulch  West  Indies   136 

Australia's  income-lax  law   130     Italy's  torelgD  trade  in  Aunist   136 

Jut«-iiiarlEet  oowUtlona   131     Bnniclng  sluiatlon  In  South  Africa   137 

CbOean  flie  companies  want  magazines   131     Uore  motor  liners  for  Drmlsh  company   137 

To  advise  buslnees  men  in  export  campaign  ..  133     New  South  Wales  fisheries   138 

Bwc«u  of  Standards  tests  track  scales   132     Value  of  liDe«plit  amber  mica   138 

Billing  on  sweetener  in  wine  held  In  abeyance.  133     FertiUiers  from  Russian  phosphorite   ltd 

Btstness  conventions  at  Fort  Worth   133     Argentine  school  for  farm  mechanics   139 

Bo(*  printed  In  Qfeek  to  advertise  product...  134     Municipal  ownership  in  Edmonton   140 

Boston  geta  new  steamship  service  to  London.  134  Ymuiden  steam-trawllni;  business  flourishing.  141 

Cbuges  In  agents  at  branch  offices   134     Horsehair  trade  in  Russia   143 

Pnqwsed  mod  location  of  Russian  fur  embargo  134     Busy  cotton  mills  In  India   142 

Nlcaraguan  coffee  exports   135     Forel^  trade  opporlnnittea   143 

Correct  addresses  of  consular  ofTiccrs                135  Prnposols  tor  Government  supplies  ond  con- 
White  bread  for  Trieste                                 136        struclioH   144 

SWISS  EXPOSITION  OF  TOYS  OPENED. 

The  Legation  of  Switzerland  in  Washington  has  received  a  cable- 

f'am  from  the  Government  at  Berne  that  the  Swiss  Exfjosition  of 
o^^s  has.  just  been  opened  at  Zurich.  It  is  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Swiss  FoTMgn  Trade  Bureau,  Borsenstrasse  10,  Zurich,  the  forma- 
tion of  which  was  described  in  Commerce  Reports  for  September  16, 
1915.  The  Legation  suggests  that  American  firms  interested  should 
promptly  delegate  representatives  to  visit  the  exposition,  as  orders 
might  thus  be  executed  in  time  for  the  Christmas  trade. 


STEAUEB  TKANSFOBTATION  OF  DANOEROTJS  ARTICLES. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  rulings  made  by  the  United  States 
Steamboat- Inspection  Service  during  September,  1915,  relating  to 
transportation  of  certain  articles  on  steam  vessels  carrying  passen- 
gers: 

Nujoly  an  article  manufactured  by  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  dees 
not  come  within  the  prohibitions  of  section  4472,  Revised  Statutes. 

Bushes  monihak  hritliant  and  Bushes  monibak  metal  polish  may  be 
transported  on  steamers  carrying  passengers  and  may  be  usecl  as 
stores  on  passenger  or  pleasure  steamers. 

Ruling  of  August  17,  1915,  published  in  Commerce  Reports  Xo. 
211,  to  tlie  eflfect  that  unhydrated  or  quick  lime  shall  not  under  any 
conditions  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  passengers,  super- 
sedes the  bureau's  ruling  of  November  2, 1914,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  quick  lime  may  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  passengers 
provided  that  due  care  is  taken  to  protect  it  from  moisture. 

Amorphous  or  red  phosphorus  may  be  transported  in  tins  in  cases 
carried  on  deck  of  steamers  carrying  passengei-s. 
-■  Parrot  metal  polish  may  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  pas- 
sengers under  the  same  conditions  as  refined  petroleum,  but  it  shall 
hot  be  used  as  stores  on  passenger  or  pleasure  steamers. 
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AUSISAXIA'S  IHGOUE-TAX  lAW. 

[Commercial  AttacM  Wm.  C.  Downs,  Uelbonme.  Aug.  27.] 

A  study  of  the  proposed  Federal  income  tax  bill  presented  to  Par- 
liament August  18  reveals  the  fact  that  certain  of  its  provisions  may 
affect  the  methods  of  American  firms  doing  business  in  Australia. 
I  have  discussed  the  subject  with  American  houses  located  here  and 
with  representatives  of  American  bouses,  all  of  whom  are  in  d.oubt 
ns  to  what  bearing  these  provisions  would  have  upon  their  business 
and  upon  the  business  of  their  principals  in  the  United  States. 
Attention  is  called  particularly  to  section  14  of  the  act,  reading: 

(i)  In  the  case  of  a  person  selling  gootls  In  Australia  on  account  of  a  person 
■    not  resld(.'nt  In  Austraiia,  or  on  nccouiit  of  a  company  not  refflsteretl  In  Aus- 
tralia, the  principal  shall  be  deemed  to  have  derived  from  such  a  sale  a  taxable 
income  equal  to  £5  per  centum  upon  the  price  at  which  the  goods  were  sold. 

Trading  Profit  Asanmed — Agent  Sesponslble  for  Tax. 

It  appeal's  to  me,  and  also  is  the  opinion  of  merchants  consulted, 
that  under  this  clause  any  manufacturer  or  merchant  consigning 
goods  to  Australia  or  carrying  a  stock  of  goods  in  Australia  to  be 
sold  for  his  account  would  be  deemed  to  have  drawn  a  profit  of  5 
per  cent  and  would  be  liable  for  a  tax  upon  that  assumed  profit 
even  if  the  goods  were  sold  at  a  loss. 

For  the  collection  of  this  tax  it  is  provided  in  section  48 :  ^  Every 
company  which  carries  on  business  in  Australia  shall  at  all  times 
be  represented  by  a  person  residing  in  Australia,  duly  appointed  by 
the  company  or  by  its  duly  authorized  agent  or  attorney.  Section 
14,  above  referred  to,  provides  that:  "The  person  selling  the  goods 
shall  be  assessable  on  the  taxable  income  as  the  agent  for  the  prin- 
cipal and  shall  be  personally  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  tax." 
The  foregoing  provisions,  it  will  be  seen,  require  the  registration  of 
a  duly  authorized  representative  and  hold  this  repr^ntative  respon- 
sible for  the  tax. 

Olutet  of  Honsei  Affeeted  by  the  Aet 

Some  of  the  classes  of  houses  which  might  be  affected  by  the  act 
are  the  following : 

1.  American  companies  doing  business  In  Australia  through  an  Australian 
company  controlled  by  the  American  company. 

2.  American  commissioD  houses  represented  by  their  own  brancli  houses — (o) 
when  the  Australian  branches  do  simply  an  Indent  business,  the  goods  being 
slilppetl  and  Invoiced  by  the  Ameriom  bouse  and  collections  made  by  the  Ameri- 
can house;  (b)  when  goods  are  Invoiced  to  third  parties  but  collections  made 
by  the  .4).URtrallan  brunch;  (c)  when  goods  are  received  on  consignment,  eitbw 
from  manufacturers  or  from  ttie  American  bonse,  and  sold  by  the  Australian 
houfm  for  the  account  of  the  consignors. 

3.  Ommlssion  houses  represented  by  local  agents  who  are  not  partners  in  tlie 
home  house,  hut  work  puroly  on  conunlsston  or  Kiilary. 

4.  American  manufacturers  represented  hy  their  ovm  branch  houses,  not 
carrying  stocks  in  Australia  but  invoicing  from  the  home  office — (o)  when  col- 
lections are  made  by  the  home  office  or  <b)  by  the  branch  office. 

5.  American  manufacturers  represented  by  local  agents  not  branches — (a) 
when  these  agents  simply  take  Indent  orders  to  be  executed  and  financed  by 
the  manufacturers  direct  to  third  parties;  (6)  when  the  agents  make  collec- 
tions; or  (c)  when  the  agents  carry  a  certain  omonnt  of  stodc  to  be  sold  to 
satisfy  prompt  requirements. 

6.  American  mauufucturors  or  merchants  who  consign  goods  to  agents  or 
merchants  in  Australia  to  be  sold  for  their  account 
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7.  Anierlcnu  manufacturers  who  are  represented  hy  tnivelin;;  suiesnien  who 
are  not  resldrats  of  Australia,  the  manufacturers  executing  the  oi*iler8  taken 
by  such  salesmen  direct  to  Australian  merchants. 

American  Vessels  Come  Within  Bill'i  FroTlslons. 

Section  21  of  the  act  also  assumes  a  profit  of  't  per  cent  to  have 
been  earned  upon  freights,  passengers,  live  stock,  mails,  or  goods 
carried  from  Australia  by  ships  not  owned  in  Australia,  which 
assumed  profit  would  be  taxable  under  the  bill.  This  will  probably 
aflfect  the  many  American  vessels  that  are  at  present  arriving  in 
Australia  with  cargo  from  the  Pacific  coast  and  generally  taking 
return  cargo  from  Australia. 

[A  copy  of  the  bill  may  be  examliied  at  the  WashinKton  office  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  aud  Domestic  Commerce;  refer  to  file  No.  082.] 


JUTE-MABKET  COin)mONS. 

The  receipt  of  the  final  forecast  of  the  Indian  jute  crop,  according 
to  the  Glasgow  Herald  of  September  22,  had  no  effect  on  the  Dundee 
(Scotland)  market  one  way  or  the  other.  The  final  estimate  places 
uie  current  season's  acreage  in  India  at  2,377,000,  against  3,358,7^7 
acres  last  year;  and  the  yield  at  7,428,733  bales  (of  400  pounds), 
against  10,531,505  bales.  The  yield  is  3.13  bales  per  acre,  which  is 
in  keeping  with  the  result  last  season,  showing  that  the  shortage  in 
India's  production  this  year  is  due  to  reduction  in  the  area  cultivated. 

Though  the  forecast  is  so  very  mweh  reduced  Dundee  does  not 
regard  Uie  situation  with  anxiety,  and  in  the  matter  of  demand  there 
is  little  or  nothing  passing  in  that  market  at  present.  The  rate  for 
first  marks  was  $131.40  for  September  sliipment.  With  the  carry- 
over  from  last  season  and  larger-than-usual  stocks  both  in  Calcutta 
and  in  Dundee  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  a  plentiful  sup- 
ply of  the  fiber  is  anticipated  for  the  world's  consumption. 

The  last  week  in  September  yams  were  steady  but  quiet  in  Dundee 
at  91  cents  for  comjuon  8-pound  cops  prompt,  and  at  89  cents  for 
November-December.  Hessians  were  quotably  steady,  but  where  a 
little  business  w^as  being  done  there  were  indications  of  the  acceptance 
of  a  trifle  less,  and  this  was  the  case  in  connection  with  lightweights. 
Hessians  were  obtainable  at  9  cents  for  10^-ounce  40-inch,  and  at  7.8 
cents  for  8-ounce. 

CHILEAN  FIRE  COMPANIES  WANT  ]£AGAZIN£S. 

[Consul  David  J.  D.  Ufen,  Pimta  Ar«nas,  Aug.  27.] 

El  Secretario  de  Compania  No.  1  de  Bomberos,  Punta  Arenas, 
Hagallanes,  Chile,  asks  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  news  and 
trade  papers,  illustrated  magazines,  etc.,  published  in  the  United 
States,  with  a  view  to  subscribing  for  some  of  them  for  the  reading 
room  and  library  of  the  various  companies. 

Volunteer  fire  companies  in  South  America  are  generally  social 
organizations  as  well  as  fire  companies.  They  are  in  the  nature  of  a 
club  equipped  with  libraries,  reading  and  billiard  rooms,  bar,  etc., 
the  membership  consisting  of  well-known  business  men  of  the  com- 
munity. Trade  papers  filed  at  the  reading  rooms  of  the  fire  com- 
panies would  reach  a  desirable  class  of  busine^  people. 
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TO  ASVISE  BTTSXHESS  XEH  IH  EXFOBT  CAIEFAIOH. 

A  tour  of  the  United  States  has  been  begun  by  the  export-trade 
adviser  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  in  an 
educational  campaign  conducted  by  the  Bureau,  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  before  the  manufacturers,  business  men,  and  commercial 
organizations  of  the  countr}'  practical  and  concrete  information  rela- 
tive to  the  export  business  and  extension  of  foreign  trade. 

It  has  been  learned  that  man^  manufacturers  who  would  like  to 
enter  these  markets  abroad,  especially  in  Central  and  South  America, 
have  found  obstacles  in  the  lack  of  knowledge  as  to  where  there  are 
specific  opportunities,  as  to  prevailing  market  conditions,  business 
methods  in  the  various  countries,  proper  methods  of  making  out  the 
consular  invoices,  foreign  customs  regulations  and  trade-mark  laws, 
shipping  routes,  and  sources  of  credit  information.  The  Bureau  de- 
sires to  place  at  the  command  of  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters the  great  fimd  of  practical  information  that  has  been  col- 
lected through  the  medium  of  conunercial  attaches,  consular  officers, 
and  commercial  agents  resident  in  foreign  countries.  These  officials 
report  the  names  and  addresses  of  reliable  firms  iffhich  are  in  the 
market  for  American  goods.  Their  statements  on  every  phase  of 
commercial  life  and  activity  in  the  countries  to  which  they  have 
been  sent  are  made  available  through  the  Bureau. 

The  tour  to  be  made  by  the  export  trade  adviser,  Specal  Agent 
Stanley  H.  Rose,  will  take  him  through  New  York  State  and  the 
Middle  West,  reacliing  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  in  the  middle  of  Kovember. 
Among  the  places  to  be  visited  are  New  York  Ci^^  Niagara,  Buffalo, 
Bochester,  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  Indianapolis,  Chicago,  Kalamazoo, 
Jackson,  Urand  Eapi(te,  and  Detroit,  Mich.,  Toledo,  Springfield,  and 
Columbus,  Ohio.  The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
has  received  man^  letters  from  business  firmSj  chambers  of  commerce, 
and  other  organizations  throughout  the  United  States,  asking  that 
their  cities  be  included  in  the  itinerary  of  Mr.  Rose.  An  effort 
will  be  made  to  have  him  visit  as  many  cities  as  possible  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  Bureau's  special  agent  will  have  with  him  a  traveling  library 
containing  the  prmcipal  publications  of  value  to  the  beginner  in  ex- 
port trade,  as  well  as  statistics  of  imports  and  exports  of  the  United 
States  and  the  principal  countries  of  the  world.  He  expects  to  make 
his  headq^uarters  at  the  offices  of  the  commercial  organizations  of  the 
various  cities  that  he  visits.  He  will  also  assist  in  creating  a  wider 
acquaintance  with  the  commercial  clearing  houses  the  Bureau  has 
established  in  the  leading  commercial  centers  of  the  United  States. 


BITBEAIF  OF  STANDABSS  TESTS  TAACE  SCALES. 

The  testing  of  track  scales  in  Tennessee  has  been  completed  by 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  with  the  tet^ting  of  six  scales 
at  Knoxville.  A  scale  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  was  tested  during  the 
same  tour,  while  the  representatives  of  the  bureau  were  en  route  to 
Washington.  The  test  weights  were  conveyed  to  the  bureau  for 
calihration  and  individual  reports  on  the  track  scales  tested  in 
'iVn-.t^i  ce  were  sent  to  that  State. 
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RiniHa  OH  SWXETEHEB  IN  WINE  HELD  IN  ABEYANCE. 

[CallfoTDla  Fruit  Newa,  Oct.  2.] 

The  Internal  Bevenue  Office  has  i*eversed  a  recent  ruling  inhibiting 
the  use  of  condensed  grape  must  for  purposes  other  than  to  sweeten 
the  wines  to  which  it  is  added.  Jot^eph  J.  Scott,  collector  of  internal 
revenue,  says  in  the  new  order  issued : 

UntU  other  Instructions  are  \ss\\e(l  wine  mnkers,  gauKers,  etc.,  should  see  to 
It  that  the  wines  to  which  Iiave  been  atl<led  sweetened  grape  must  prior  to,  or 
during,  fermentation,  are  especially  inarlted  for  future  identification  and  kept 
opart  from  other  wines.  The  attention  of  wine  makers,  gangers,  and  others  Is 
called  to  the  prtfTislon  contained  on  page  17,  regulation  Xo,  2S,  of  May  14, 
1913,  governing  the  storage  and  control  of  condensed  must  and  other  sweetening 
agents.  There  must  be  strict  adherence  to  these  regulations. 

The  Lodi  Sentinel,  of  Cahfomia,  reported  in  a  recent  issue  that 
Lodi  wineries  had  installed  machines  to  make  the  sirup,  which  was 
destined  to  cut  down  the  cost  of  wine  making.  Grapes  testing  22 
per  cent  will  produce  11  pei*  cent  alcohol,  making  it  necessary  to  add 
9  per  cent  of  alcohol  to  bring  the  wine  up  to  the  standard  of  20  per 
cent.  What  the  wineries  proposed  to  do  was  to  bring  the  sugar  test 
up  to  30  by  the  addition  of  sirup,  which  would  produce  15  per  cent 
alcohol,  making  it  necessary  to  add  but  5  per  cent  alcohol  upon 
which  they  womd  have  to  pay  the  55-cent  tax. 

Kow  that  the  Internal  Kevenue  Office  has  given  a  favorable  ruling 
in  this  connection,  there  will  be  a  great  saving  effected. 


The  action  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Office  in  Washington,  restoring 
the  right  to  use  condensed  grape  must  in  proper  quantities  to  bring 
the  wine  up  to  a  commercial  standard,  has  the  effect  of  holding  the 
entire  matter  in  abeyance,  and  a  final  decision  will  be  made  after 
full  consideration  by  the  Commissioner.  It  is  unlikely  that  when 
this  decision  is  made  any  tax  will  be  imposed  on  the  makers  of  those 
wines  that  have  been  ordered  to  be  marked  for  futui'e  identification, 
in  relation  to  the  additional  spirits  that  may  have  been  produced  by 
the  use  of  sweetened  grape  must.  Any  change  that  might  be  ordered 
would  apply  to  wines  produced  subsequent  to  the  time  the  ruling  may 
be  made.  The  local  collector's  order  for  the  segregation  of  such 
wines  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  precaution  intended  to  meet  any  possible 
action  in  interpreting  the  law. 


BUSINESS  CONVENTIONS  AT  FORT  WORTH. 

Announcement  comes  from  the  Fort  Worth  (Tex.)  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  following  conventions  at  Fort  Worth,  in  the  Cham- 
ber of  Conunerce  Auditorium,  on  dates  named : 

State  Association  Tran^rtatlon  and  Gar  Accountant  Officers,  October  15, 
1915. 

Local  Telephone  Owners'  Association  of  Texas,  October  27  and  2S,  1915. 
Texas  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers'  Association,  November,  1915;  days  to  be 
fixed. 

The  Passenger  and  Tlcliet  Association  of  Texas,  January  15,  191G. 

Texas  Liquor  and  Malt  Dealers'  Association,  March  14,  15,  and  10,  1916. 

Texas  Pharmaceutical  Association,  May  16, 17,  aud  IS,  1016.  At  same  time  th« 
State  Board  of  Pharmacy,  which  Is  the  examining  board  under  ttie  Texas  laws 
fo  determine  the  ^Uftbiltty  of  pharmaclats  to  practice  In  Texas,  will  be  iu 
session. 

Texas  Poster  Advertlsen^  Association,  Jime,  1916;  dates  to  be  flxe^. 
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BOOK  PKnrrED  in  gbeek  to  abyeetise  probtjct. 

A  German  mamifnctui'er  of  fertilizers,  in  advertising  his  goods  in 
Trebizond,  Turkey,  has  published  a  translation  into  Greek  of  a  largo 
pamphlet  entitled  "Agricultural  Studies:  Application  of  Chemical 
Fertilizers."  The  book  is  illustrated  with  numerous  views,  some 
taken  at  the  phosphate  works  in  Hamburg,  and  others  in  the  country 
districts,  where  products  of  fertilized  fields  are  shown,  and  it  is 
circulated  amon^  the  many  Greeks  in  that  part  of  Turkey  who  are 
interested  in  agriculture  and  in  some  instances  are  landholdei^. 

The  American  consul  at  Trebizond,  Oscar  S.  Heizer,  in  making  a 
report  on  this  publication,  says  that  the  agent  of  the  phosphate  com- 
pany sent  a  commercial  traveler  to  Trebizond,  to  select  a  local  agent 
and  give  him  an  exclusive  agency,  and  advanced  the  necessary  funds 
to  cover  expenses  of  translation  and  printing  of  the  pampmet,  for 
the  illustrations  of  which  he  furnished  the  plates. 


BOSTOH  GETS  NEW  STEAKSHIF  SEAVICE  TO  LONSOH. 

[Prepared  In  Boston  office  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Forcl^  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

The  Canard  Line  recently  announced  the  inauguration  of  a  new 
service  between  Boston  and  London,  with  a  sailing  every  three  weeks. 
The  first  sailing  will  take  place  on  October  20.  The  steamer  Headlej/j 
a  new  vessel  of  about  5,000  tons,  has  been  chartered  by  the  company 
for  this  work.  It  will  be  followed  in  November  by  the  Tronto. 

The  company  has  maintained  a  service  between  Boston  and  Liver- 
pool for  years,  with  an  occasional  sailing  to  London.  These  London 
sailings  have  been  so  successful  that  a  regular  service  was  decided 
upon.  This  will  be  the  second  regular  line  to  sail  between  Boston 
and  London,  the  Leyland  Line  having  such  a  service  every  two  weeks. 


CEAHOES  Iir  AGEHTS  AT  BBAHCH  OFFICES. 

Commercial  Agent  F.  L.  Koberts,  in  charge  of  the  Boston  branch 
office  of  this  Bureau,  has  resigned,  and  will  direct  the  foreign-trade 
work  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Being  in 
charge  of  the  cooperative  branch  office  recently  established  there  by 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Commercial  Agent  W.  A.  Graham  Clark,  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  will  take 
Mr.  Koberts's  place  at  Boston  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Foirbanics,  from  the 
office  of  the  Bureau  at  Washington,  D.  C,  is  to  be  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Atlanta  office. 

FBOFOSEB  HODIFICATIOK  OF  BUSSIAK  FTTE  EMBABOO. 

[CoDSUl  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  Aug.  30,  1016,] 

The  drop  in  the  prices  of  karakul  threaten  many  firms  with  bank- 
ruptcy, and  as  these  exporting  firms  are  closely  connected  with  the 
Moscow  commercial  market,  their  insolvency  would  have  a  serious 
effect.  The  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industrr  desires  to  introduce  new 
measures  Os  soon  as  possible  in  order  that  they  may  be  in  force  at  the 
time  of  tiie  Nizhny  Fair,  and  is  negirtiating  this  matter  with  the 
Minister  of  Finance. 
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HICABAeiTAH  COmE  EXPOBia 

[CoDSUl  Harold  D.  CIuid,  Corinto,  Aug.  30.] 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  statistics  furnished  by  the 
Collector  General  of  Customs  nt  Managua,  show  the  quantities  and 
value  of  the  coffee  exported  from  Nicuragua  to  various  countries 
during  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  and  the  corresponding j)eriod 
in  1914.  Quantities  are  in  pounds  (net  weight)  and  values  in  United 
States  currency : 


Ezportfld  tih^ 


1U4 


Poonds.  Vatw, 


ins 


PoQDds.  Value. 


Unftsd  States. 

Fianee  

Gannani 
Unttwir 

Italj  , 

Anilria-Hannry . 

HoOand  

Damaik  


10,730,758 
6,078,720 
1, 641,978 
1,918,406 
1,051,  S80 
36B,227 


•85,888 
1,075,038 
5X1,483 
155,756 
161,273 
103,030 
as,  535 


8,809;  81* 
S,n8,081 


•822,858 

563,827 


3,713,585 
2,953,550 


860.408 

250,837 


Sweden.. 
Nonray.. 
FaDama. 

Chfle..... 


47,284 
11,806 
as,  404 
18,143 
1,873 
608 


4,430 
1,188 

a,e;8 

1,818 
332 
61 


388,313 
1^422 


42,183 
18,009 


132,342 
70,203 


12,407 
7,161 


608 
808 


88 
64 


Total. 


21,384,088 


%  144, 488 


10,00,548 


1,87^138 


In  1914,  93  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of  coffee  exported  from 
Nicaragua  left  the  country  before  the  end  of  June,  and  it  may  be 
assumed  that  the  shipments  of  the  first  six  months  of  1915  will  prove 
to  bear  about  the  same  relation  to  this  year's  exports.  The  most 
striking,  though  not  unexpected,  feature  of  the  1915  figures  is  the 
total  absence  of  direct  exports  to  Germany,  Austria-Hungary,  and 
Belgium. 

The  total  exports  of  coffee  were  2,210,543  pounds  less  (representing 
a  decrease  of  $271,269  in  value)  than  in  the  corresponding  perio<l  in 
1914,  a  loss  of  10.4  per  cent  in  quantity  and  12.6  per  cent  in  value. 
The  United  States  took  33.2  per  cent  of  the  total  m  point  of  value, 
while  France  (which  is  usually  the  principal  market  tor  Nicaraguan 
coffee)  purchased  29.5  per  cent,  as  compared  with  50.1  per  cent  in 
the  first  half  of  1914;  the  United  Kingdom,  19.7  per  cent;  Italy, 
13.3  per  cent;  and  other  European  countries,  4.1  per  cent.  As  the 
figures  show,  the  crop  marketed  in  1915  was  a  short  one  and  prices 
were  low.  According  to  present  indications,  tlie  1915-16  crop  will  be 
considerably  larger  than  those  of  1913-14  and  1914-15,  being  vari- 
ously estimated  at  from  23,000,000  to  25,000,000  pounds. 


COBBECT  ABDBESSES  OF  COHSITLAB  OFFICEBS. 

[OoDsiil  M.  B.  Kirk,  Orlllla,  Canada,  Sept.  25.] 

It  is  suggested  to  those  American  exporters  who  send  circular  let- 
ters and  catalogues  to  consular  officers  that  before  mailing  these  thev 
obtain  the  latest  revised  consular  list.  The  Orillia  consulate  is  still 
receiving  letters  and  catalogues  from  various  American  exporters 
addressed  to  the  consular  agency  at  Midland,  which  office  has  been 
disccmtinaed  for  over  one  year.  A  raaall  sum  might  be  saved  in 
postage. 
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WHITE  BREAD  EOK  TXIBSTE.  : 

[Consul  Ralph  C.  Busser,  Trieste,  Austria,  Aojc.  27.1 

According  to  a  communication  of  the  Provisioning  Committee  for 
Trieste,  the  city  is  now  to  be  provided  with  white  bi-ead.  As  the  old 
(n*op  flour  with  which  maize  (com)  was  mixed  in  the  production  of 
bread,  is  now  exhausted,  from  Sunday,  August  29,  1915,  and  onward 
pure  wheat  floiu*  alone  is  to  be  used  in  tlie  baking  of  bread.  This 
bread  will  be  produced  under  the  cdntrol  of  the  provisioning  com- 
mittee and  retailed  at  60  hellers  (12  cents)  per  kilo  (2^^  pounds). 
In  order  to  save  time  in  the  distribution,  the  bread  will  be  sold  by 
the  loaf  of  1  kilo  and  not  by  measured  weight,  though  the  buyers 
may  control  the  weight  of  the  loaves  upon  the  scales.  Overweight 
of  a  loaf  is  not  to  be  charged,  but  if  a  buyer  purchase  a  quantity  of 
loaves,  then  tiie  sale  shall  m  upon  the  basis  of  weight. 


NEW  HONOOBAFHS  FROM  BUREAU  OP  MINES. 

The  following  new  publications  have  been  issued  by  the  Bureau 
of  Mines,  Washington,  D.  C,  which  will  furnish  copies  on  applica- 
tion : 

Bulletin  101 :  Abstracts  of  current  decisions  on  mines  and  mlnlni; ;  October, 
1014,  to  April.  1915;  13S  pp. 

Technical  Paper  &7:  Savine  fuel  in  hentlnR  a  honse;  SS  pp..  3  flga 

Tecbntcal  Paper  104:  Analysis  of  nnturnl  gns  and  llluuihiting  xas  by  frac- 
tioiial  distillation  at  low  temiKraturcs  and  prcRSiircs;  41  pp.,  7  Hf^H. 

Technical  Paper  111;  Safety  in  stone  qiuirrying;  48  pp.,  fi  pis.,  4  figa. 

Techniciil  Paper  315:  Infiiimmability  of  mixture.'^  of  gasoline  vapor  and  air; 
18  pp..  2  flgB. 

Technical  Paper  120:  A  bibliography  of  the  chemistry  of  Ras  manufacture; 
29  pp.   

on.  REFINERY  IN  DUTCH  WEST  INDIES. 

[Consul  II.  C  Ton  8truv«,  Curacao,  Sept.  10.) 

Referring  to  the  constniction  in  Curacao  of  an  oil  refinery  (see 
CoMMEncE  Reports  for  Apr.  6,  1915),  the  purchase  of  the  property 
has  now  been  completed,  the  manager  of  the  company  is  now  here, 
surveying  has  begun,  and  a  numlwr  of  people  have  been  engaged 
locally  and  others  are  on  their  way  from  Holland.  It  seems,  there- 
fore, that  the  construction  of  the  refinery  is  assured. 

The  opening  of  this  industry  will  exercise  a  considerable  influence 
on  the  shipping  at  this  port  and  will  doubtless  contribute  materially 
to  the  prosperity  of  this  island. 


Italy's  Foreign  Trade  in  August. 

^Italy's  foreign  trade  during  August,  1915,  had  a  total  value  of 
$75,820,918,  or  $27,044,511  greater  than  in  the  corresponding  month 
of  1914;  imports  amounted  to  $44,974,693,  a  gain  of  $12,.'J79^13,  and 
exports  $30,846,225,  an  increase  of  $14,065,298.  Consul  General 
David  F.  Wilber,  of  Genoa,  reports  that  the  chief  articles  contrib- 
uting to  the  gain  in  imports  were  raw  cotton,  raw  liides,  oats,  wool 
and  wool  waste,  fresh  and  preserved  meat,  elastic  gum,  copper.  Jute, 
greases,  lead,  sodium  nitrate,  and  lumber,  the  last  item  amounting  to 
over  $1,000,000.  More  tlian  two-thirds  of  the  increase  in  exports 
occurred  in  cotton  and  silk  fabrics,  silk,  and  silk  waste. 
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BAJNJUlia  UITUATIOB'  IK  SOUTH  APXICA. 

(Vice  Conanl  Jobn  W.  D;e,  Cape  Town,  Aug.  27.] 

The  outstanding  features  of  the  South  African  banking  situation 
are  increased  deposits  and  note  circulation,  and  decreased  loans, 
resulting  in  a  plethora  of  funds. 

The  statistics  of  the  five  banks  operating  in  South  Africa  sliow 
marked  changes  during  the  half  year  ended  June  30,  1915.  The  fol- 
lowing table  summarizes  the  position  within  the  Union  as  at  June 
and  I^cember: 


DccpRiber, 
1H14. 

JUDS,  mi. 

til,  4S7, 1)28 
77,02e,44S 
95,325,478 

141,S42,913 
25,(m,3S3 
14,365,416 

312,613,090 
K5, 497,913 

109,21S,671 
31, 910, 268 

135,817, 243 
36,205,383 
13,533,183 

A  further  table  showing  the  position  of  deposits  (fixed  and  float- 
ing), coin,  and  a<lvances  outside  of  the  Union  may  be  conveniently 
^udied  in  conjunction  with  the  foregoing.   Included,  of  course,  are 
the  figures  of  the  oversea  offices  of  the  various  banks. 

December, 
in4. 

JODt,  1918. 

|4S,  578,347 
9,GCO,IU0 
61,082, S5S 

J49,C41.2RR 
IS, 570, 712 
61,337,030 

KOBE  HOTOB  UHEBS  FOE  DAinSH  COHFAKT. 

In  1912  the  East  Asiatic  Co.  added  the  Selandia  to  its  fleet.  This 
was  the  first  motor  ocean  liner  to  be  put  into  service.  Great  interest 
was  taken  in  its  initial  voyage  to  Siam,  and  a  description  of  the 
vessel  appeared  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Keports  for  March 
26  of  that  year.  Since  then,  so  successful  have  been  Diesel-engined 
craft,  that  the  East  Asiatic  Co.  has  decided  to  use  that  type  of 
vessel  only,  and  European  advices  tell  of  the  sale  of  10  of  the  com- 
pany's present  fleet,  which  will  be  replaced  by  motor  linei's.  The 
dispatch  reads : 

Scnndlnnvin's  largest  commerclBl  coucem,  tbe  East  Asiatic  Co.,  of  Copen- 
tuif^en.  is  entering  upon  a  new  shipping  policy  wblch  mabo.s  n  coinplpte  cbnnge 
In  Its  poeltlon  on  the  world's  oeoims,  where  Its  ships  jire  ninnlnff  on  six  of  the 
principal  routes.  A  sister  company  will  be  formed  at  Copenhacen,  with  a 
copltnl  of  10,000.000  crowns  (?2,GS0,OO0).  of  which  Ihe  Kast  Asiatic  tV).  is  tak- 
ing 5.000.000  crowns  ($1,340,000).  The  new  company  will  take  over  the  Knst 
Asiatic's  10  steamers — Xaial,  Rhodesia,  Transvaal,  Kina,  Air.bivti,  Indivn, 
Trausqiicbar,  Bt.  Croix,  fliid  two  quite  new  Etennier.^,  each  of  7,500  tons.  The 
company  states  that  the  steamers  could  have  been  sold  at  o  considerably 
iblgber  price  to  neutrnl  conntries,  but  it  was  desired  to  keep  tbem  under  tho 
Danish  flag.  The  Enst  Asiatic's  trial  with  motor  liners,  which  was  started  with 
ttie  8ctan4ia  three  years  ago  and  since  followed  up  with  new  vessels,  has  proved 
BO  successful  that  the  company  will  in  future  run  uothlug  but  motor  liners.  The 
sale  has  created  extmcwdinary  Interest  tn  ScandiiiavlA,  where  the  East  Aalatle 
la  looked  npon  as  a  commercial  pioneer. 
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HEW  SOUTH  WALES  FTBTTKKTBB. 

[Commercial  Attacb€  William  C.  Downs,  Uelboarne,  AuBtralta,  Sept  1.] 

The  Goverament  deep-sen  fisheries  inaugurated  by  the  State  of 
New  South  Wales,  as  described  in  Commerce  Reports  for  June  5, 
1915,  seem  to  have  proved  a  success  in  providing  cheap  fish  for  the 
people.  In  one  weeK  the  three  small  trawlers  landed  (55,000  pounds 
of  fish,  one  boat  alone  bringing  in  15  tons,  which  is  said  to  be  more 
than  a  similar  boat  would  catch  in  the  North  Sea. 

In  pursuance  of  its  plan  of  selling  direct  to  the  people,  the  Govern- 
ment opened  the  first  State  fish  shop  in  Oxford  Street,  Sydney,  on 
August  17,  and  although  a  large  stock  had  been  accumulated  it  was 
all  disposed  of.  Theprices  asked  were  lower  than  have  prevailed  in 
Sydney  for  years.  The  following  are  some  of  the  varieties  of  fish 
offered  and  the  prices  obtained,  per  poimd:  Skate  and  ray,  6  cents; 
barracuda,  short  boarfish,  gurnet,  perch,  cucumber  fish,  spotted  rock 
cod,  and  leather  jacket,  8  cents;  fiathead,  dannegai,  John  Dory,  silver 
doi'y,  and  morwong,  10  cents;  teraglin^  red  cod,  ling,  and  sergeant- 
baker,  12  cents;  school  whiting  and  giant  boamsh,  14  cents;  black 
rock  cod,  schnapper,  and  red  bream,  16  cents. ' 
Xore  Karketi  to  be  Opened— Intemt  in  YlotorU. 

The  Chief  Secretary  of  the  State  is  so  well  satisfied  with  the  result 
that  a  second  shop  has  been  rented  in  Pitt  Street,  near  Circular 
Quay,  and  two  more  will  soon  be  opened,  in  addition  to  which  it  is 
proposed  to  provide  movable  stalls,  which  will  take  up  position  in 
different  parts  of  the  city  and  suburbs  and  be  supplied  with  motor 
cars  fitted  with  a  cold  chamber.  It  is  also  stated  that  specifications 
are  being  prepared  for  three  more  wooden  trawlers,  driven  by  oil 
engines,  to  be  constructed  at  Sydney. 

The  State  of  Victoria  is  watching  with  interest  the  success  of  the 
New  South  Wales  venture,  and  it  is  reported  that  amngements  have 
been  made  to  borrow  one  of  the  latter  State's  trawlers  when  the 
occasion  warrants,  in  order  to  test  the  waters  along  the  Victorian 
coast  for  fish. 

VALUE  OF  FINE-SFUT  AKBEB  MICA. 

ICoDsiil  Fellz  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Sept.  18.] 

The  price  of  fine-split  amber  mica,  size  1  by  2,  at  present  exported 
largely  from  the  Ottawa  district,  and  invoiced  at  from  20  to  35  cents 
])er  pound,  is  very  low  when  the  following  facts  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration :  Market  value  per  pound  of  rough  nmber  mica,  1  by  2, 
12  cents;  price  paid  for  splitting  1  pound  or  amber  mica,  12  cents; 
waste  on  1  pound  of  fine  amber  mica,  4  cents;  freight  and  handling 
from  mine  to  factory,  J  cent;  profit,  8  cents;  total,  3G^  cents. 

Most  of  the  Ontario  mica  is  mined  in  this  consular  district  and 
taken  to  Ottawa  to  be  trimmed  and  prejiared  for  the  American 
market  The  fine-split  amber  mica  is  invoiced  at  this  consulate  at 
from  33  to  38  cents  per  pound. 

Charges  were  made  by  a  local  firm  that  the  Ottawa  manufacturei'S 
are  purposely  cutting  prices  in  order  to  secure  the  American  trade. 
Mica  shipments  enter  the  United  States  at  points  in  the  States  of 
Vermont  and  New  York,  where  duty  is  paid,  aad  afterwards  for- 
warded to  their  destination. 
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FEBTHIZEBS  feoh  bijssiah  fhosfhobite. 

IConsal  OoDeral  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  Ang.  26.] 

Previous  to  the  war  Russian  requirements  in  fertilizers  were  cov- 
ered by  foreign  products  imported  to  the  amount  of  612,000  short 
t<ma  and  fertilizers  of  domestic  production  to  the  amount  of  252,000 
^ort  tons.  The  Ministiy  of  Agriculture  has  started  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  the  deposits  of  phosphorite  in  Bussia,  which  will  be 
completed  in  about  two  years.  There  is  said  to  have  been  investigated 
so  far  a  supply  of  2  tons  of  phosphorite.  The  quality  of  these  de- 
posits is  far  from  satisfactory ;  only  8  per  cent  of  the  investigated 
supply  contained  more  than  24  per  cent  of  phosphoric  acid,  while 
the  rest  represented  no  industrial  value.  The  deposits  on  the  upper 
course  of  the  Kama  Eiver,  containing  27  to  28  per  cent  of  phosphoric 
acid,  are  worthy  of  consideration  for  both  quality  and  quantity,  as 
well  as  the  fact  that  they  are  istnated  near  the  deposits  of  sulphurous 
iron  pyrites  in  the  Ural  Mountains. 

At  the  congress  of  representatives  of  the  zemstvos  this  summer  in 
Petrograd  a  great  deal  of  attention  was  paid  to  the  concern  starting 
the  production  of  fertilizers  in  Perm.  The  representatives  of  the 
congress  were  unanimous  in  their  statements  that  the  demand  for 
fertilizers  has  been  rapidly  growing  during  the  last  few  years  and 
that  if  the  price  be  slightly  reduced  the  consumption  will  be  enor- 
mous. The  Ministry  oi  Agriculture  is  placing  great  hope  in  the  new 
omcem  and  has  requested  the  zemstvo  to  expedite  its  equipment, 
although  the  cost  of  construction  will  exceed  the  estimates  confirmed 
by  the  zemstvo  and  the  ministry.  It  is  expected  that  work  at  the 
new  deposits  will  be  started  in  the  E^rin^  of  191G  and  that  the  re- 
quired amount  of  phosphorite  will  be  obtained. 

ABaEHTINB  SCHOOL  POR  FASH  ICECHANICS. 

[ConsQl  wmiam  Dawson,  Jr.,  Bosarlo,  Aug.  2S.] 

On  September  5, 1915,  a  school  for  farm  mechanics  will  be  inaugu- 
rated at  Bafaela,  Province  of  Santa  Fe.  The  school  has  been  recog- 
nized by  the  provincial  government  and  will  issue  diplomas. 

Entrance  requirements  are  as  follows:  Students  must  be  at  least 
16  years  old,  in  good  health,  of  good  conduct,  speak,  write,  and  read 
Spanish,  and  understand  arithmetic,  mental  computation,  fractions, 
dedmals,  and  elementary  geometry. 

A  two  years*  course  wiU  be  of^red,  as  follows:  First  year,  theo- 
retical and  practical  instruction  in  forge  and  boiler  work;  adjust' 
ment;  simple  carpentry;  shopwork  with  agricultural  implements; 
light  construction;  farming;  stock  raiser's  equipment;  motors  and 
boilers;  wells;  designing;  Spanish;  mathematics;  elements  of  elec- 
tricity. Second  year:  Theoretical  and  practical  instruction  in  boiler 
work;  adjustment;  lathe  work;  applied  mechanics;  construction; 
farming  in  general;  machinery  and  implements  for  agriculture  and 
stock  raising ;  motors  and  boilers ;  setting  up ;  agricultural  hydraulics ; 
designing;  mathematics;  electricity;  general  work. 


Japanese  Tesscls  are  carrying  coal  from  Australia  and  Japan  to 
Hawaii. 
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HVHICIFAL  0WHEB8HIP  IN  EDHOHTON. 

[ConBul  Sanael  C.  Reat,  Calsary,  Alberta,  Canada,  Sept  10.] 

Municipal  ownership  of  public  utilities  has  been  carried  further 
in  Edmonton,  the  capital  of  the  Province  of  Alberta,  than  in  any 
other  city  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Since  its  incorporation  in 
1901  Edmonton  has  owned  and  operated  the  electric  light  and  power 
system,  waterworks,  the  power  plant,  and  the  street  railway  (from 
its  inception  in  1908).  The  telephone  system,  mitil  1905  privately 
operated,  was  acquired  in  that  year,  and  has  since  been  publicly 
owned  and  operated. 

Edmonton  obtains  electric  light  and  power  from  the  municipal 
power  plant,  which  is  operated  as  a  separate  utility.  This  depart- 
ment is  the  most  successful  of  all  the  public  utilities  of  Edmonton. 
According  to  a  statement  made  at  the  close  of  1914,  this  department 
had  a  surplus  for  the  year  amounting  to  $55,191  (or  25  per  cent 
higher  than  the  waterworks  department,  which  ranks  second),  the 
year*8  receipts  having  amounted  to  $609,619  and  disbursements  to 
$554,428.  The  debenture  liability  of  the  enterpnse  on  December  31 
was  $862,145,  the  cost  of  the  distribution  system  was  $764,355,  and 
the  sinking  fund  totaled  $49,321. 

■Street  Ballway  Deparfanest. 

On  November  8,  1908,  Edmonton  instituted  the  street  railway 
trolley  system,  the  largest  venture  in  the  municipal  ownership  pro- 
gram and  at  present  the  gravest  problem.  It  seems  impossible  for 
this  utility  to  be  operated  without  incurring  a  big  deficit  each  year. 
Edmonton  has  the  difficulty  to  contend  with  of  a  large  area  and  a 
relatively  small  population.  The  population  of  Edmonton  is  about 
40,000,  scattered  over  an  area  of  some  27,000  acres.  The  establishment 
of  a  jitney  service  has  affected  somewhat  the  street  railway  earnings, 
but  as  this  service  was  not  established  until  the  spring  of  1915  its 
competition  need  not  be  taken  into  account  in  this  review. 

The  trackage  of  the  Edmonton  street  railway  system  consists  of 
43  miles  of  double  track  (figured  on  a  single-track  basis)  and  11 
miles  of  single  track.  The  utility  had  258  employees  and  paid 
$284,159  in  salaries  during  1914.  Its  debenture  liability  as  of  De- 
cember 31  was  $3,004,429.  The  cost  of  the  system  to  that  date  totaled 
$;i,063,784,  the  buildings,  track,  and  equipment  havinft  cost  $2,887,866, 
discount  on  debentures  $115,876,  Strathcona  franchise  $10,000,  and 
land  $50,042.  The  sinking  fund  amounted  to  $174,691.  The  year's 
expenditures  were:  Operating,  $535,430;  maintenance,  $80,282;  other. 
$251,958;  a  total  of  $867,670;  against  which  were  receipts  aggre- 
gating $642,109,  leaving  a  deficit  for  the  year  of  $225,561. 

In  1914  the  Edmonton  street  railway  had  1  fatal  accident  and  10 
suits  for  damages,  all  of  which  were  successful,  the  department  paying 
$11,182  in  damages. 

Ihe  Water  aad  Telephone  Serrlees. 

The  waterworks  department  was  one  of  the  three  municipal  trading 
enterprises  to  show  a  surplus  in  1914,  receipts  for  the  year  totaling. 
$362,535,  against  expenditures  aggi-egating  $318,657  (operating  $176,- 
080,  maintenance  $33,913,  other  $118,664).  The  system  has  a  capac- 
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ity  of  4,750,000  gallons  per  day,  distributed  through  156  miles  of 
water  mains  to  8,500  separate  buildings.  At  the  close  of  1914  the  de- 
partment's debenture  liability  amounted  to  $1,837,812,  the  capital 
expenditure  to  $2,243,020,  and  the  sinking  fund  to  $67,980. 

Edmonton's  telephone  service  is  of  the  automatic  kind,  and  has 
been  very  satisfactory.  The  charges  for  residence  phones  are  $24 
and  ^7  per  year;  for  office,  $45  and  $48.  There  are  about  8,000  sub- 
scribers to  the  local  exchange,  and  by  cooperation  with  the  provincial 
government  a  long-distance  service  is  obtained  with  practically  any 
point  in  Alberta.  The  telephone  department  has  100  employees,  to 
whom  it  paid  $121,417  in  salaries  and  wages  during  1914.  Its  finan- 
ciai  statement  as  of  December  31  was:  Demnture  liability,  $1,911,014; 
cost  of  the  utility— land  $85,668,  buildings  and  ei^uipment,  $1,675,063; 
sinking  fund,  $114,565;  results  of  year^  operations — receipts,  ^47,- 
103;  expenditures,  $284,987:  deficit,  $37,884. 

Power  Slant  a  Separate  Vndertaklair* 

The  municipal  power  plant  is  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Saskatchewan  River.  Lii^ht,  power,  and  water  are  fumi^ed  for  the 
use  of  the  different  utilities.  It  produces  its  power  by  steam,  using 
the  excellent  steam  coal  found  m  northern  Alberta,  which  is  ob- 
tainable at  as  low  a  price  as  $2.50  per  ton,  but  the  average  price  paid 
last  year  was  $3.22.  The  following  are  the  figures  for  1914 :  Capac- 
ity—electric, 12,000  kilowatts;  water,  26,000,000  gallons  per  24  hours ; 
number  of  anplo^ees,  130 ;  amoimt  of  salaries  and  wa^es  paid,  $64,- 
932;  debenture  liability,  $2,047,645;  cost  of  the  utility— buildings 
and  equipment,  $2,037,033;  discount  on  debentures,  $47,268;  sinking 
fund,  $198,263 ;  receipts—from  electric  light  and  power  department, 
$394,568;  from  street  railways,  $142,.^92;  from  waterworte  depart- 
ment, $138,311;  from  sundry  sources,  $1,943;  total,  $677,214;  ex- 
paiditures,  $672,214;  surplus,  $5,000. 


ymriDEH  STSAH-TBAWUKO  BUSINESS  iXOUBISHIKO. 

Ymuiden,  with  its  b^  trawler  fleet,  has  beenparticularly  benefited 
by  the  present  conditions  governing  North  Sea  fishing,  and  with 
restricted  competition,  big  catchesj  short  trips,  and  high  prices  for 
the  time  of  year,  its  steam-trawlmg  business  is  fiourishmg.  The 
Gazette  de  Hollande,  in  its  issue  of  September  11,  reports  that  dealers 
have  been  sending  increasing  quantities  of  fish  to  Great  Britain. 
ITbey  have  sought  this  opportunity  for  placing  their  goods  because 
of  difficulties  encountered  in  sending  fish  to  Belgium,  where  pre- 
viously 30  per  cent  of  their  catch  was  sent. 

Becent  snipments  to  Britain  have  varied  between  600  and  1,600 
baskets  and  cases  of  from  165  to  220  pounds,  carried  by  the  British 
cargo  boats  on  their  regular  service  between  Amsterdam  and  Lon- 
don. Several  prominent  Ymuiden  fish  dealers  recently  inaugurated  a 


is  step  was  taken  because  of  various  difficulties  encountered  in 
the  regular  service  and  the  hi^  freights. 

[Articles  on  the  British  market  for  flsb  wore  published  ta  Comuebce  B» 
mis  for  Sept  8,  Aug.  2tl,  niid  Feb.  8, 1015.) 


chartering  a  steamer  at  G 
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HOBSEHAIK  T&ABE  15  BUSSU. 

[Coniiul  Oencnil  Jobn  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  Aug.  ST.f 


Amei-ican  importers  of  hoi-sehaii'  have  long  been  interested  in  the 
Russian  product.  Much  of  the  output  has  been  purchased  througli 
foreign  commission  houses,  though  a  fairly  satisfactory  trade  has 
been  built  up  with  Kussian  agents.  While  this  article  does  not  jslay 
an  important  part  in  the  economic  life  of  Russia,  it  is  of  sufficient 
value  to  command  considerable  attention  from  manufactui'ei's  in  the 
United  States. 

Horsehair  is  used  in  Russia  for  making  a  great  variety  of  articles. 
Brushes  are  made  from  it,  the  manes  being  kept  for  soft  brushes. 
White  ^lorsehair  is  considered  the  most  valuable  for  this  purpose  and 
black  the  second  best.  Tlie  long  hair  of  horses'  tails  is  utilized  for 
fishing  tackle,  violin  bows,  military  headdress,  and  cloth  for  pressing 
oil.  Shorter  hair  is  used  for  stuftmg  matti-esses  and  furniture,  after 
having  been  cleaned  with  soap  and  water. 

The  value  of  borsehair  vanes  greatly,  according  to  grade.  On  the 
Petrograd  market  one  pood  (36.11  pounds)  of  unprepared  horsehair 
(gray  manes)  may  be  purchased  at  6  to  8  rubles  ($8.50  to  $11.40  per 
100  pounds),  while  long  horsehair  manes  fetch  a  price  of  $107  per 
100  pounds,  and  even  more.  The  prices  paid  for  Russian  horsehair 
abroad  are  much  higher. 

Russian  horsehair  is  greatly  valued  for  its  length,  firmness,  and 
hardness,  which  are  unexcelled.  As  in  the  case  with  bristles,  Rus- 
sia is  the  only  country  that  exports  the  highest  grade  of  this  product. 
As  the  requii'ements  of  horsehair  on  the  WOTld^s  market  are  consid- 


Russian  official  statistics,  the  exports  of  horsehair  from  European 
Russia  during  the  last  three  years  have  been  as  follows:  1912 — 
7,800,000  pounds,  valued  at  $2,210,000;  1913— 5,000,000  pounds,  valued 
at  $1,579,000;  1914—2,600,000  pounds,  valued  at  $C95,000.  During 
the  first  five  months  of  1915,  300,000  pounds,  valued  at  $158,000,  were 
exported,  as  compared  with  1,400,000  pounds,  valued  at  $330,000,  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1914  anu  1,100,000  pounds,  valued  at 
$279,000,  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1913. 

Formerly  regulations  issued  by  the  Government  required  that 
horsehair  be  sorted  before  exportation  and  there  existed  a  number 
of  concerns  engaged  in  cleaning  and  sorting  this  product.  In  1894 
these  regulations  were  abolished,  the  firms  mentioned  were  gradually 
closed,  and  the  quality  of  Russian  horsehair  deteriorated.  It  is 
thought  that  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  business  if 
a  standard  were  again  introduced  for  horsehair  for  export. 


Cotton  mills  in  India  produced  181,000,000  pounds  of  yarn  during 
the  tliree  months,  April  to  June,  1915,  compared  with  174,000^000 
poimds  in  the  1914  period  and  169,000,000  pounds  in  the  1913  penod. 
Woven  goods  manufactured  totaled  82,000,000  pounds  in  Aprif-Junej 
1915,  compared  with  69,000,000  pounds  and  66,000,000  pounds  in  the 
cori-esponding  quarters  of  1914  and  1913.  Most  of  the  yam  spun 
runs  below  26s. 


erable,  the  demand 


According  to 


Busy  Cotton  Hills  in  India. 
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FOAEiaS  TRADE  OPFOBTVNITIES. 

(Where  aMrtmta  are  onltted  Oier  mar  be  obtaloed  trom  the  B«rM«  or  lis  brKMeh 

olllceM.J 

Textilea,  No.  1S665. — The  Bureau  ]b  id  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  bustneaa  man 
in  Sontb  America  who  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
textiles,  such  as  woolen,  woolen  and  cotton,  for  men  and  women ;  hosiery 
In  silk,  cotton,  and  mixed  qualities,  and  knitted  underwear  for  women,  men, 
and  children.  It  Is  requested  that  the  width,  net  weight,  per  meter,  and 
full  Iiiformatlon  be  given  in  the  correspoudeuee  and  that  samples  be  sent 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Paper,  No.  186^ — Ad  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reiwrts  tliat  a  firm 
desires  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  impcr  and  pasteboard,  samples  of  which 
bare  bem  transmitted  with  the  r^rt  and  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  66r>92.)  References  furnished. 
Samples,  as  well  as  terms  and  diKConnts,  are  requested.  Correspondence 
should  t>e  In  French  or  Italian,  but  English  may  be  used. 

Woven  tcire,  No.  18667.— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United  Kingdom 
reports  that  a  company  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  firms 
mannfacturlng  tinned  steel  and  galvanized  steel  woven  wire  for  mattresses. 

MachUtcrv,  No.  1S668. — A  report  from  an  Amprican  oonsiilnr  officer  in  South 
America  states  that  plans  for  n  Government  printing  and  engraving  plant 
are  being  considered,  and  with  tbls  object  in  view  mannfactnrers  of  print- 
ing and  engraving  machinery  are  ni^ntly  requested  to  send  complete 
Information  and  catalogues. 

Plumbing  supplies.  No.  ISOGi). — A  company  in  Australia  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  immediately  with  uiauufuc- 
turers  of  engineers'  and  plumbers*  brassware  supplies  and  tube  brass. 

Advertising  calendars.  No.  ISflTO. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  Africa 
reports  that  a  Arm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  directly  with 
manufactnrerB  of  advertising  calendars.  Samples,  quotations,  and  diseonnts, 
with  cable  numbers  for  each  line  and  code  ueed,  are  requested. 

Pencils,  paper,  etc..  No.  18671. — An  American  consular  ofilcer  In  India  reports 
that  a  firm  desires  to  represent  nmuufacturcrs  of  ix'ncils,  penholders,  pai)er, 
and  stationery  of  nil  kinds.  Illustrated  advertising  matter,  sanifles.  luiccs, 
discounts,  and  terms  are  requested.   CovresiKindenec  may  be  in  ]'3u^'lish. 

Wire,  No.  18672. — A  reixtrt  from  an  American  c-onsular  officer  iu  the  United 
Kingdom  states  that  a  firm  is  desirous  of  being  placed  in  communication 
with  uianufactnrers  of  iron  nnd  steel  reed  wire  to  be  used  for  making  the 
reeds  of  weaving  looms.  It  is  stated  tliat  if  prices  and  material  are  found 
suitable  lai^e  orders  will  be  forthcoming. 

Tin  conc-cntrates.  No.  1S673. — A  firm  iu  South  Africa  informs  an  Anierlcnn  con- 
sul that  it  desires  names  of  American  Importers  of  tin  concentrates.  Cable 
replies  are  solicited. 

Hurgical  supplies.  No.  18674. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  firm  in  Sweileu 
desires  to  purchase  about  21)0  iHtunds  of  black  tubing.  30  pounds  of  red 
tubing,  air  cushions,  hot-water  bottles,  nnd  other  surgical  suppile.-j. 

Butter  containers,  No.  18675. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
the  TTnlted  Kingdom  states  that  a  firm  is  in  tlie  market  for  boxes  made  of 
spruce  to  t>e  used  as  butter  containers.  It  Is  stated  that  the  inquirer  is 
prepared  to  place  large  orders,  and  desires  to  deal  directly  with  mann- 
facturera. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vew  Turk,  Boom  409  Vnited  States  Onstomhonse;  Boiton,  75S  Olirer  Bailding; 
CMeatro,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Loals,  402  Third  ITatloiiBl  Bank  Bnlldiag; 
Atlanta,  SSI  Tost  Office  Building;  Sew  Orleans,  1020  Hibcmla  Bank  Bnlldlag;  San 
Braneisco,  S06  United  States  Castomhoase;  Seattle,  822  Alaska  Bailding.  Cooper- 
ative branch  oAoes:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commeroe;  Xoi  Alleles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce; 
PUladelpUa,  Ohamlw  of  ComBeiee. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOB  aOVEBNUEITr  SUFFLIES  AJSTD  CONSTBUCTIOH. 

1  [ CorrpRpoDdoDce  Ktiould  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speciflcatlonfl  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tho  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  la  to  be-^r- 
formed.  In  caaos  where  the  time  limit  l3  too  short  to  permit  flmu  to  submit  tenders, 
tnpj-  should  ank  to  bf.  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  Bucb  offices  to  nctAve  notices  oalUng 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Tfavj/  Department  supplicit.  No.  2G90. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  ana  Accounts.  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  October  19,  1915,  (or  furnishing  the  following  materials.  Firms  in- 
terested therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Ac- 
counts, giving  the  schedule  numbei-s  desired :  Schedule  8S28,  steel  balls, 
copper  shell  bands,  and  steel  shrapnel  cii.se  forgiugs;  schedule  8831,  pump- 
ing outfit  for  mixing  acids;  schedule  8832,  single  boat  type  electric  heater; 
schedule  8833.  lighting  and  power  wires,  ^ngle  stranded  rubber  covered 
wire,  and  lead  covered  rubber  Insulated  wire;  schedule  8834,  machinery 
steel ;  schedule  8835.  brass  wire  cloth,  malleable  Iron  pipe  fittings,  leaf  gold, 
spur  geared  chain  hoists,  brass  hand  lanterns,  54  inches  wide  artlQcial 
leather,  strip  solder,  and  malleable  iron  unions;  schedule  8836,  interior  com- 
munication cable  and  soft  steel  single  conductor  wire;  schedule  8837,  rough 
brass  service  coclui,  hai'd  red  rubber,  oil  syringes,  and  rubber  pump  Tfllres; 
schedule  8838,  polishing  cloths,  glass  salt  and  i)epper  shakers,  and  glass 
towds;  schedule  8844,  outfit  for  pumping  water;  schedule  8845.  storage 
battery  truck;  schedule  884C,  automobile  ambulance;  schedule  8847,  electri- 
cally Illuminated  sextants;  schedule  8848,  boxes  for  high  explosives,  head 
nets,  machine  twist  silk  thread,  steel  rectangular,  tanks,  and  sleeping  nets 
for  single  beds  and  shelter  tents;  schedule  8849,  calcium  carbide  and  white 
paper  for  blue-print  coating;  schedule  8850,  lemon  extract  and  vanilla  ex- 
tract ;  and  schedule  8872,  woolen  gloves. 

Bids  will  also  be  received  until  October  26,  1015,  for  the  following:  Schedule 
8Si9,  laurel  nnd  onk  wedges ;  schedule  8830,  disk  autonmtic  press ;  schedule 
8889,  portable  ventilating  sets,  Titricisb  toweling,  and  rough  brass  globe 
valves;  schedule  8842,  boiled  and  raw  Unseed  oil;  schedule  8857,  single- 
conductor  cable ;  scliedule  8858,  nnerold  barometera,  parallel  rulers,  compar- 
ing watches,  and  stop  watches;  scliedule  8850,  cupro-ulckel  sliell  bands, 
600-pound  crucibles,  and  125-horsepowcr  induction  motors ;  sclietlule  8860,  36- 
incli  by  22-foot  engine  lathe;  sche<lule  8861,  electric  Muc-prlnter  maciiine; 
schedule  8862,  Interior  comraunication  cable  and  lighting  and  power  wire; 
schedule  8863,  strip  brass,  green  coffee,  nnd  3-strand  white  cotton  line; 
schedule  8867,  squllgee  handles,  rubber  wash-deck  hose,  light  rigging 
leather,  side  lights  for  motor  boats,  dry  yellow  ochre,  shackles,  anclior, 
thimbles,  hooks,  etc.,  white  bleached  cotton  sheetiug,  and  wliltiug;  schedule 
8868,  white  ash,  soft  Idaho  white  pine,  hewn  timber  yellow  pine,  firsts  and 
seconds  poplar,  and  merchantable  southern  spruce;  schedule  8809,  interior 
eommuulcutlon  aibte,  rubber  insulated  rat-tall  wire,  and  single  nnd  twin 
conductor  wire;  scliedule  8870,  gate  valves,  pressure- reducing  valves,  and 
rough  brass  valves;  nnd  sclicflulo  8871,  No.  4  pig  iron,  scoop  shovels,  and 
}-liorsepower  portable  ventllnting  sets. 

Bids  will  be  received  until  November  2,  1915,  for  the  following:  Schedule 
8841,  mechanicnl  engine  telegraphs,  transmitters.  ludlcntors.  etc.;  sched- 
ule 8851,  molded  rubber  gaskets  and  sheet  and  strip  gum  gaskets;  schedule 
8S52.  i)etroleum  spirits;  schedule  8853,  fives  nud  sixes  candles;  schedule 
8854,  dry  cells;  schedule  8855,  illominating  wax;  schedule  8856,  safety 
matches;  schedule  8864,  Portland  cemoit;  schedule  8873,  Douglas  fir; 
schedule  8874,  steel  boiler  tubes  aud  rough  brass  angle  and  gate  valves; 
scliedule  8877,  sugar  pine  nud  75  K.  W.  oil-eooled  transformers;  schedule 
8878,  electric  welding  outfit;  schedule  8879,  3J-foot  coal-burning  range 
sections;  nnd  schedule  8880,  motor  delivery  wagon.  Bids  will  also  be 
i-eceived  until  Koveiuber  9.  1915,  for  the  following:  Schedule  8840,  bolts, 
steel-rail  clips,  and  cnst-lron  washers;  schedule  8865,  W.  T.  aununclators, 
circuit  breakers,  general  alarm  boat  hour  gongs,  contact  makers,  etc., 
alarms,  electric  whistle  outfit,  electric  docking  telegraphs,  and  thermostats; 
and  schedule  8875,  oxygen  compressor.  Bids  will  also  be  received  until 
November  16,  1915.  for  the  following:  Schedule  8843,  corn  brooms,  aud 
schedule  SSOO,  Douglas  fir.  Bids  will  be  received  until  November  SO,  1915, 
for  the  following :  Schedule  8876,  portable  transmitting  and  receiving  radio 
sets. 
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O0VERHME2TT  SALE  OF  SKINS. 

On  Thureday  and  Friday,  October  21  and  22,  a  sale  at  public  auc- 
tion will  he  held  by  Funsten  Bros.  &  Co.,  comer  of  Second  and  Elm 
Streets,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  of  blue  and  white  fox  skins  jmd  heaver  skins 
for  account  of  the  United  States  Government. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  is  advised  that  the  skins  will  be 
ready  to  show  at  the  address  named  on  Monday,  October  18,  at  9  a.  m. 


H£W  COAL  FIELDS  DT  XANCHimiA. 

[Conmil  C  K.  Mofcr,  IlarMn,  China,  Aug.  S.] 

Kew  coal  fields  ai*e  reported  to  jiave  been  discovered  near  Station 
Manchuli  by  the  local  chief  of  police.  The  fields  are  located  about 
5  miles  fi'om  the  Station  Manchuii  and  2  miles  from  the  railway 
line.  The  discoverer  has  offered  to  sell  his  right  in  the  deposits 
to  the  Chinese  Eastern  Bfulway  which  is  investigating  the  amount 
and  quality  of  the  coal. 


CIBCVLAB  TO  THE  TTEiyp  TBABE. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  Washington,  is  in  receipt  of  ft 
cablegram  from  the  Govemor  General  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
stating  the  the  majority  of  exporters  of  hemp  in  the  islands  are 
urging  the  establisliment  of  a  new  grade  of  hemp  between  "  mid- 
way "  and  "  good  current."  The  Governor  General  desires  the  opin- 
ion of  all  American  cordage  manufacturers  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
trade  requires  the  establishment  of  such  a  new  grade. 

It  will  therefore  be  appreciated  if  all  cordage  manufacturers  in 
the  United  States  will  at  once  advise  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C,  as  to  their  opinion  on  the  necessity  of  establishing 
the  new  grade  desired  by  Philippine  exporters. 
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LABOR  COiroiTIONS  IN  CAHASA. 


[Connil  lUrry  A.  Conant,  Windaor.  Ontario,  Sept.  27.1 


Keports  to  the  Labor  Department  as  to  conditions  throughout 
Canada  this  fall  indicate  that  unemployment  has  been  very  consider- 
ably relieved  as  compared  with  last  year.  At  present  there  is  com- 
paratively little  unemployment  in  urban  centers,  except  in  two  or 
three  cities  of  the  far  West.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  winter  is 
considerably  brighter  than  it  was  this  time  last  fall. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  present  time 
there  is  not  a  single  strike  or  labor  dispute  of  any  magnitude  in  the 
whole  Dominion  and  that  wages  remain  steady. 

[Vice  Consul  R.  M.  Newcomb,  Victoria,  British  Colombia,  Sept.-  SI.] 

Resent  Sltaatlon  on  TanoouTer  Island. 

In  and  around  Victoria  labor  has  been  poorly  employed  for  many 
months.  There  is  at  present  as  much  idle  skilled  and  unskilled  labor 
as  at  anytime  for  the  past  half  year.  More  than  1,000  mechamcs 
filed  applications  for  work  with  the  British  Mission  of  Enquiry  into 


suitable  for  work  and  have  departed  for  England. 

Work  has  commenced  on  the  Saanich  paving  and  waterworks  con- 
tracts, which  will  give  employment  to  at  least  100  men  for  several 
months.  The  Dominion  Government  has  let  a  contract  for  building 
an  observatory  on  Little  Saanich  Mountain,  at  a  cost  of  $75,000. 
Six  vessels  of  the  local  whaling  fleet  left  for  the  fishing  grounds  on 
the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island. 

Bostness  Quiet  in  Nanalmo  and  Vicinity. 

In  Xanaimo  labor  conditions  are  about  the  same  as  in  Victoria 
with  a  poor  outlook  for  any  improvement.  Wholesalers  and  re- 
tailers report  business  as  very  quiet,  especially  in  clo'thing.  There  has 
been  no  general  change  in  rates  of  wages  but  casual  outside  work  has 
in  many  cases  been  paid  for  at  a  lower  rate  than  before  the  war. 
Farmers  are  busy  with  their  harvest,  which  is  expected  to  be  above 
the  average  this  year.  The  fishermen  of  the  district  are  doing 
hardly  anything  except  supplying  the  small  local  trade. 

The  sawmills  of  the  district  are  working  steadily  but  not  to  their 
capacity.  The  logging  camps  are  very  quiet,  with  few  men  employed. 
The  coal  mines  of  Nanaimo  and  district  are  doing  better  now  than 
for  some  time  but  are  not  working  to  their  full  capacity.  Railroad 
construction  work  in  the  district  is  about  at  a  standstill.  There  is 
very  little  work  being  done  by  the  city  other  than  sufficient,  at  re- 
duced wages,  to  partially  relieve  the  unemployment  situation. 


According  to  the  Italian  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  the  harvest  for 
1915  in  Italy  is  as  follows:  Com,  2,958,000  metric  tons  (1  metric 
ton=2,204.6  pounds);  rice,  530,000  tons;  potatoes,  1,600,000  tons; 
beets,  1,500,000  tons;  hemp,  160,000  tons;  grapes,  3,820,000  tons.  All 
the  crops  showed  an  increase  except  grapes  and  potatoes,  which  re- 
mained at  about  the  average  figure  for  the  last  five  years. 


number  238  were  accepted  as 


THIS  TEAE'S  HABVEST  IS  HALT. 


[Ii'BconmilHte  Bnropfen,  Sept.  24.] 
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NOTES  -FROK  THE  NETHERLANDS. 

{Commercial  AtUcW  £rwln  W.  ThompwHi,  The  Ilasae,  Sept.  18.] 

Bnildiaff  Trades  Affected  tiy  War. 

In  the  Netherlands  the  building  trades  and  allied  industries  are 
very  much  affected  by  war  conditions.  Most  raw  materials  are 
usually  drawn  fi'om  the  countries  which  are  now  at  war.  Building 
stone  can  no  longer  be  imported  in  quantities  from  Belgium  nor  can 
limestone  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  sand-lime  brick.  One  large 
factory  making  these  bricl:s  has  entirely  suspended  operations. 

TKew  Phosphate  Plant. 

Considerable  intei%st  is  now  being  taken  in  the  Netherlands  toward 
the  manufacturing  of  acid  phosphates'  for  fertilizer.  A  factoi-y  is 
being  organized  m  Rotterdam,  supported  by  the  Eotterdamsche 
Bankvereeniging.  A  fanners'  cooperative  factory  is  under  consider- 
ati<»i  in  Groningen.  The  burgomaster  of  that  city  will  give  informa- 
tion about  it. 

The  Netherlands  imports  annually  250,000  to  300,000  tons  of  acid 
phosphates,  about  one-third  of  which  comes  from  the  United  States 
and  one-third  from  Belgium.  [For  a  report  on  fertilizers  in  tJie 
Xetherlands  see  Commerce  Reports  for  Sept.  23,  1915.] 

[Glasgow  (ScotlSDd)  Herald,  Sept.  25.] 
Batch  Bhipyardt  AetlTe. 

The  conditions  created  by  the  war  have  placed  the  shipbuilding 
industry  of  Holland  in  a  very  favorable  situation.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  neither  the  English  nor  the  German  shipbuilding  yards  are 
able  to  deliver  new  tonnage  for  forei^  account,  all  the  requirements 
of  the  Dutch  mercantile  marine  are  being  supplied  by  the  home  yards, 
which  have  sufficient  contracts  in  hand  to  keep  them  fully  employed 
until  at  least  the  end  of  next  year  and  perhaps  well  into  1917.  At 
tlie  end  of  last  June  the  tonnage  under  construction  or  contracted 
for  on  account  of  the  Dutch  merchant  fleet  comprised  64  steamers 
of  269,000  tons,  of  which  20  vessels  of  84,000  tons  were  for  Amster- 
dam, and  37  vessels  of  181,000  for  Rotterdam.  Messrs.  Harland 
and  "Wolff,  of  Belfast,  had  in  hand  the  steamer  Statendam  and  three 
steamers  of  32,000  tons  each,  all  for  account  of  the  Holland-Amerika 
Line,  but  of  course  none  of  these  can  be  delivered  while  the  war  lasts. 

With  regard  to  the  prospects  for  the  future,  opinion  in  Dutch  ship- 
ping circles  is  divided,  some  people  holding  that  the  war  will  be 
followed  by  a  very  active  freight  market,  while  others  think  that 
there  will  be  a  period  of  very  serious  depression.  In  any  case,  the 
numerous  contracts  for  new  tonnage  and  the  high  prices  that  are 
being  paid  for  second-hand  ships  seem  to  point  to  good  expectations 
on  the  part  of  diipownera. 


New  Oninea  Will  Build  Pontoons. 

The  Papuan  Government  is  calling  for  prices  for  a  quantity  of 
selected  Oregon  pine  and  hardwood  for  pontoon  building,  also  gid- 
vanized-iron  fastenings  and  bolts  for  use  in  the  same  wo^.  Papua, 
or  British  New  Guinea,  is  under  Australian  Qovemment  ccmtrol, 
with  (antral  administration  at  Melbourne. 
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HUSICAL  INSTKUHEirTS  IN  THE  EZFOBT  TEADE. 

American  manufacturers  of  musical  instruments,  with  an  annual 

output  valued  at  about  $100,000,000,  export  only  $3,000,000  worth 
annually  to  foreign  countries.  Their  sales  abroad  reached  their 
highest  level  in  the  fiscal  year  1913,  when  the  exports  totaled  $3,800,- 
000.  In  1915,  following  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  the  total 
fell  to  $2,048,715. 

The  foregoing  statement  illustrates  the  numerous  unseized  oppor- 
tunities for  foreign  business  which  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Comemrce,  through  its  daily  Couhercb  Reports  and  other 

?ubIications,  is  constantly  bringing  to  the  notice  of  American  maiiu- 
acturers.  One  of  its  recent  booklets,  "Foreign  Trade  in  Musical 
Instruments,"  issued  as  Special  Consular  Beports  No.  56,  reviews 
conditions  in  about  25  countries  which  alone  import  about  $20,000,000 
worth  of  pianos,  piano  players,  etc. 

Some  of  the  larger  markets  include  Canada,  which  buys  a  half  mil- 
lion dollars*  worl^  of  pianos  and  piano  parts  annually ;  Mexico,  which 
buys  musical  instruments  Taluea  at  over  a  half  million  dollars  per 
annum;  Argentina,  which  imports  a  million  dollars'  worth  of  pianos 
each  year ;  Brazil,  which  imports  about  a  half  million  dolllars'  worth 
per  annum ;  France,  which  unports  apparatus  for  playing  harmoni- 
ums and  pianos  to  the  value  of  two-thirds  of  a  million  dollars  each 
year;  and  England,  Russia,  Australia,  and  South  Africa. 

It  is  only  in  the  comparatively  near-by  markets  of  North  America 
that  American  manufacturers  lead  in  the  sales  of  miisical  instru- 
ments. Elsewhere,  save  in  China,  India,  and  a  few  other  countries, 
German  instruments  occupy  the  predominant  position. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  musical  instruments  from 
the  United  States  in  the  fiscal  years  1875,  1895,  and  1915  (12  months 
ended  June  30)  : 


Classas. 

1875 

1895 

IBU 

1363,132 
261,623 

4,282 

1640,718 

333,043 
(■") 

i") 

241,966 

«190.160 
808,565 
80,427 
356.532 
613,031 

638,087 

1,115,727 

2,048,718 

•  Not  a^uately  statad. 


American  pianos  are  chiefly  exported  to  Canada,  where  they  con-- 
5.titute  about  90  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  of  that  class;  to  Great 
Britain,  for  reshipment  to  other  parts  of  the  world;  and  to  Central 
and  South  Amenca.  Our  player  pianos  are  sent  in  about  equal  num- 
bers to  Australia,  England,  Italy,  and  Argentina,  and  in  much  larger 
quantities  to  Canada.  Most  of  the  piano  players  are  invoiced  to 
England.  Gennany  in  normal  years  has  been  our  second  largest 
customer.  Large  numbers  of  American  organs  are  sold  each  year  in 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies:  also  considerable  amounts  in  the 
Netherlands,  Germany,  Norway,  and  China. 


Broom  handles  and  wooden  cloth  rollers  are  needed  in  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  which  formally  obtained  its  supply  from  northern  Europe. 
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SVGAB  XACHmEBT  FOB  FHUJFFINE  ISL&IIDB. 

[1.  v.  Boomer,  eoireflpondent.  Manila,  Aog.  6.] 

The  Philippine  Islands  promise  to  offer  an  exceedingly  good  field 
for  the  sale  of  sugar-making  machinery  during  the  next  kw  years. 
The  industry  is  forging  ahead  by  leaps  and  boxmds,  and  the  interest 
of  agriculturalists  m  every  part  of  the  islands  where  the  soil  and 
other  conditions  are  favorable  to  the  growing  of  sugar  is  being  turned 
to  it. 

The  creation  by  the  last  legislature  of  a  sugar-central  board  to 
establish  centrals  backed  by  the  Government  [see  Commkrce  Kefori^ 
for  Apr.  14,  June  2  and  28,  July  20,  and  Sept.  18,  1915]  has  insui-ed 
not  only  the  investment  of  the  funds  already  appropriated  by  the 
Government  for  that  purpose  but  gives  promise  of  future  invest- 
ments of  the  same  kind  by  the  Government.  There  are  very  few 
llp-to-date  sugar  mills  in  the  country  at  present,  but  the  few  that 
are  already  established  have  opened  the  ey^  of  the  growers  to  the 
great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  modern  machinery.  M<^  of 
the  mills  already  installed  are  of  American  manufacture,  but  Euro- 
pean manufacturers  are  now  in  the  field  and  are  offering  terms  to 
the  planters  which  are  generally  regarded  as  favorable. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  machinery  that  might  be  sold  in  the  islands 
Ls  limited  only  by  the  funds  of  the  planters.  If  it  were  possible  for 
machinery  sellers  to  make  the  terms  of  payment  on  a  basis  that  would 
allow  the  planters  to  pay  for  the  centrals  out  of  the  product  of  their 
fields,  taking  the  fields  themselves  as  security  and  retaining  the 
ownership  of  the  machinery  until  it  is  paid  for,  the  market  for 
machinery  here  might  be  developed  almost  without  limit,  for  the  area 
of  good  sugar  land  still  open  to  the  introduction  of  modem  ma- 
chinery has  been  little  more  than  touched.  At  the  present  moment 
the  great  need  of  the  sugar  industry  in  tlie  islands  is  capital;  with 
that  the  industry  and  the  consequent  market  for  machinery  could 
and  would  be  expanded  many  fola. 


PBOFOSED  F£BT7TIAH  INTERNAL  LOAN. 

[CoDBQl  General  Wm.  W.  Maodley,  Callao-Lltna.  Aug.  25.] 

President  Pardo  has  recently  held  several  important  conferences 
with  the  heads  of  the  Lima  banking  institutions  and  some  of  the 
principal  business  men  of  Peru  in  connection  with  the  reorganization 
of  the  national  finances.  While  no  definite  announcement  has  yet 
been  made  regarding  the  steps  that  the  President  will  take  to  cope 
with  the  existing  financial  situation,  it  is  understood  that  an  agree- 
ment has  been  reached  to  float  an  internal  loan  of  about  £500,000 
($2,433,250),  although  no  details  have  been  made  public  regarding 
the  manner  in  which  it  will  be  placed.  It  is  stated  that  the  President 
has  suggested  that  it  draw  6  per  cent  interest  and  be  guaranteed  by 
an  export  tax  on  minerals  and  other  exports. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  mention  in  this  connection  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  principal  banks  of  Lima  pay  6  per  cent  interest  on  yearly 
deposits,  a  loan  to  the  Government  at  the  proposed  low  rate  would 
probably  receive  little  or  no  support  from  the  local  banking  institu- 
tions. 
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FOBTUOAL  EXFEGTEB  TO  SAVE  FAIB  YtSTA&E. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowiie,  LlitboD,  Sept  18.] 

With  regard  to  tlie  wine  crop  of  this  year  in  Portugal,  on  which 
Consular  Agent  W.  H.  Stuve,  at  Oporto,  hasprepared  a  report,  noth- 
ing certain  can  be  said  as  ^et,  because  no  omcial  or  commercial  esti- 
mates are  published  on  this  subject  until  after  the  vintage,  but  it  is 
possible  to  make  predictions  on  certain  points  by  comparing  some 
features  of  the  coming  vintage  with  those  of  1914.  The  consular 
agent's  report  gives  these  facts: 
^In  the  Douro  district  the/  crop  is  estimated  in  general  much 
larger  than  last  year's  and  good  qualities  are  expected. 

hx  the  south  of  Portugaji  the  quantity  will  be  much  below  last 
year  owing  to  the  cryptogamic  diseases. 

In  the  district  of  Traz-os-M(Hites  both  quantity  and  quality  are 
expected  to  be  superior. 

In  the  Minho  region  the  crop  promises  to  be  a  good  deal  more 
abundant  and  to  ^oduce  good  (qualities. 

In  the  Algarve  Province  the  yield  will  be  exceedingly  reduced, 
dnantltles  in  Last  Tear'i  Vintage  by  IHstrioti. 


The  vintage  begins  about  October  1.  For  last  year's  vintage  the 
quantities  in  the  17  districts  of  Continental  Portugal,  in  hectolit^ 

of  26.42  gallons  each,  were: 


Districts. 

HeotoUters. 

Dbtrieto. 

Hectoliters. 

DiBtricts. 

HectoUten. 

6fi,120 
61,740 
88,480 
14,440 

77,730 

108,640 
109,2  0 

39,130 
166,400 
3,780,400 

lfi,24J 

67,730 
S8»,200 
311,440 

4'i,340 
191,790 

Beja  

Vlanns  do  Caatello. . 
ViUfl  Real  

4,770,090 

During  the  past  five  years  the  .production  of  wine  registered  has 
been:  1910-4,330,890  hectoliters;  1911—3,057.130;  1912—4,443,850; 
1913— 3,923^10  J  1914^,770,q9a  If  divided  by  the  four  principal 
classifications  given  to  the  wines — ^vinhos  generosos,  viidios  verdes, 
^'inhos  maduros,  and  vinhos  alcoolicos — the  result  shows  in  hecto- 
liters: 


Claases  ol  win*. 

1910 

1911 

1013 

1913 

1914 

677, 780 
9OB,fi00 
3,538,9b0 
253,350 

604,300 
812, 100 
3,113,430 
227,300 

604,110 
081,900 
2,604, 490 
253,350 

627,240 
1,179.780 
1,909,010 

307,180 

200,990 
652,760 
3,631.930 
2H,820 

Uaduros  

An  etfort  has  bcon  made  to  increase  the  exportation  of  light 
white  and  red  wines  to  the  United  States,  but  the  demand  has  not 
been  large. 


BEFBESEKTATIVES  OF  AUEBICAN  FIBHS  IS  AVSTBALIA. 

Commercial  Attache  William  C.  Downs,  of  Melbourne,  Australia, 
.raquests  that  American  manufacturers  advise  him  through  the  Bu- 
-I'eau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  if  they  are  represented  in 

Australia,  and  give  the  names  of  their  representatives  and  such  other 

information  as  may  be  of  service. 
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NEW  IHSIOO  CBOP  IN  INDIA. 

[Consul  LndcD  Hemmtnger,  Madras,  India.  Aug.  27,  1915.] 

The  new  crop  of  indigo  in  Madras  Presidency  will  upproach 
37.5,000  pounds,  according  to  estimates  usually  considered  reliable. 
This  is  an  important  part  of  the  entire  Indian  crop,  the  other  prin- 
cipal sources  being  Behar  and  Bengal,  for  which  no  estimates  are 
available  locally  at  present,  while  for  Oudh  and  Benares  the  crops 
are  estimated  at  250,000  to  300,000  pounds. 

The  demands  for  Indian  dyeing  purposes  is  great,  and  all  new 
indigo  so  far  manufactured  in  the  Mndrsis  district  has  been  taken 
by  the  native  buyer  at  rates  probably  better  than  shippers  would  pay. 

Considerable  interest  in  the  indigo  trade  is  being  taken  by  growers 
and  dealers  owing  to  the  increased  demand  for  natural  indigo  as  a 
resuft  of  the  cessation  of  the  supplies  of  synthetic  dyes.  In  some 
quarters  there  is  a  tendency  to  push  forward  manufacture  and  dis- 
pose of  the  produce  as  soon  as  possible,  but  the  majority  of  planters 
seem  to  be  in  favor  of  working  on  a  cooperative  basis,  as  in  fomer 
years,  and  not  to  be  in  haste  to  dispose  of  their  indigo.  Whether 
prices  will  be  maintained  remains  to  be  seen,  but  for  the  pi-esent,  at 
least,  the  trade  has  revived. 
Plans  to  ImproTe  the  Yield. 

Meanwhile  experts  of  the  Government  of  India  are  giving  renewed 
attention  to  investigations  as  to  the  possibility  of  improving  the  yield 
and  quality  of  the  crop.  The  report  of  a  Government  botanist  re- 
•cently  published  tells  of  experiments  conductett  at  Pusa.  where 
changes  in  the  fornier  method  of  cultivating  Java  indigo  in  that 
region  have  given  encouraging  results.  The  principal  chan|^  de- 
cided tipon  are:  Leaf  growing  and  see<1  growing  of  Java  indigo 
should  be  treated  separately;  for  seed,  Java  indigo  should  be  sown 
about  the  middle  of  August  on  high,  well-drained  fertile  lands.  The 
report  states  that,  besides  the  supply  of  good  seed,  there  are  two 
other  directions  in  which  the  yield  of  indigo  can  be  increased — first, 
by  selection;  and,  second,  by  considerable  development  of  the  present 
methods  of  crowing  indigo,  as,  for  example,  in  systematic  pollination 
by  means  of  bees. 
'Besides  progress  in  cultivation,  it  is  realized  also  that  standardiza- 
tion of  the  actual  dye  for  the  benefit  of  the  dyer  is  essential  in  estab- 
lishing indigo  as  a  commercial  success. 

Formerly  most  of  the  factory-made  indigo  was  exported,  but  now 
a  good  part  is  used  locally.  There  are  no  exports  of  indigo  from 
Madras  to  the  United  States  at  present,  but  the  exports  to  all  coun- 
tries for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  were  270  long  tons, 
valued  at  ^448,500,  as  compared  with  89  tons,  valued  at  $1)5,051),  in 
the  previous  year.   Most  exports  ai-e  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

[A  previous  article  on  the  subject  of  Indigo  In  ludln  nppenml  in  Commbrcb 
Rkfobts  for  Jan.  8,  1915.] 

According  to  an  article  published  in  the  Manchuria  Daily  Xews  for 
August  19,  the  Japanese  Leased  Territory  govemment  is  to  have  a 
separate  building  erected  for  Manchurian  exhibits  at  the  Imperial 
Coronation  Commemorative  Exhibition,  to  be  opened  at  Kyoto  Octo- 
ber 1.  The  exhibits  were  to  be  collected  before  the  end  of  August 
and  shipped  to  Kyoto.  ^ 

Digitized  by  LjOOglC 


152 


GOUMEBOB  BEPOBTS. 


STATUS  OF  BUSSI&N  COTTOK  TBABE. 

[Commercial  Attache  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  Sept  12.] 

Just  after  my  visit  to  Archangel,  in  the  latter  part  of  August^  to 
study  the  situation  there  in  connection  with  the  problem  of  moying 

freight,  especially  American  cotton,  into  the  interior  of  Russia,  I 
visited  Moscow,  the  chief  center  of  Russia's  important  cotton  trade, 
and  also  Oryekhovo,  about  60  miles  from  Moscow,  on  the  railway 
from  Moscow  to  Nizhni  Novgorod,  where  there  is  an  important  gnrap 
of  cotton  textile  mills.  As  a  result  of  such  investigations  concern- 
ing the  present  status  of  the  cotton  trade  in  Russia,  there  seemed 
conclusive  reasons  to  infer  that  if  American  producers  of  cotton 
could  adopt  some  feasible  scl^eme  of  overcoming  transportation  dif- 
ficulties in  connection  with  the  Archangel  route  the  financial  benefits 
to  the  cotton-growing  States  of  the  South  might  be  very  considerable. 
It  was  apparent  that  most  of  the  American  cotton  which  had  reached 
the  Moscow  industrial  district  since  the  war  began  had  been  marketed 
at  a  considerable  profit,  notwithstanding  excessive  costs  of  transpOT- 
tation,  loss  of  interest  due  to  long  delays,  extra  war  duties  and  in- 
surance, and  unusual  depreciation  in  quality  during  transit.  This 
applied  even  to  the  very  long  and  expensive  Vladivostok  route. 
Uncertainties  of  Cotton  Transportation — High  Prices  of  Bussian  Cotton. 

Notwithstanding  the  possibility  of  marketing  American  cotton  at 
good  profits  if  it  could  only  be  brought  to  the  industrial  districts 
where  wanted,  the  uncertainty  of  being  able  to  get  the  cotton  after 
its  purchase  in  Liverpool,  together  with  uncertainties  connected  wi^ 
the  fluctuating  value  of  the  ruble,  had  greatly  limited  Russian  orders. 
Not  only  had  a  great  deal  of  American  cotton  been  held  up  at 
Archangel  and  Vladivostok,  owing  to  deficient  transportation  facili- 
ties, but  also,  on  account  of  the  Swedish  embargo  against  the  ex- 
portation of  cotton,  enormous  quantities  appear  to  be  lying  in  the 
open  on  the  frontier  of  Sweden,  exposed  to  serious  deterioration,  the 
Russian  owners  meanwhile  having  their  money  tied  up. 

The  losses  to  American  export  cotton  interests  through  not  being 
able  to  take  advantage  of  the  active  market  for  cotton  in  Russia 
represented  enormous  profits  to  a  small  group  of  dealers  in  Russian- 
Asiatic  cotton,  chiefly  on  the  Moscow  exchange.  One  dealer  alone, 
with  comparatively  small  capital,  is  said  to  have  made  a  profit 
amounting  to  about  $1,500,000  during  the  past  six  months.  The 
growers  of  the  Russian -Asiatic  cotton  have  apparently  had  no  in- 
creased prosperity  at  all  commensurate  with  the  enormous  fortunes 
that  have  been  made  hy  this  s)nall  group  of  Moscow  dealers  and 
banks  financing  the  shipments  from  Central  Asia.  The  cotton 
growers  of  Russian  Asia  always  get  approximately  the  same  prices 
for  the  cotton  they  produce,  no  matter  what  may  occur  in  the  Mos- 
cow market. 

Analysis  of  Cost  of  Bussian  Cotton  and  Conditions  of  frodnotlon. 

The  present  price  of  Russian-Asiatic  cotton  in  Moscow  (white 
American  seed,  coming  up  to  about  "good  middling"  American 
cotton  of  28  to  29  millimeters  (1.10  to  1.14  inches)  staple)  is  27 
rubles  per  pood  ($192.52  per  500-pound  bale  at  the  normal  exchange 
rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble)  and  has-been  as  high  as  32  ($228.16  per 
bale).  Such  cotton  was  selling  in  July,  1914,  at  about  16  rubles  per 
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pood  ($114.08  per  bale).  The  actual  presei\t  cost  of  such  cotton  in 
central  Asia  before  ginning  is  5.75  rubles  per  pood  ($8.20  per  bale). 
As  1  pood  (36.11  pounds)  of  ginned  cotton  is  produced  from  an 
average  3i  poods  (117.36  pounds)  of  unginned  cotton,  and  the  cost 
of  production  amounts  to  approximately  19  rubles  i>er  pood  less 
the  price  received  from  the  sale  of  the  2  poods  of  seed  thus  obtained, 
which  is  2.20  rubles.  Thus  the  total  cost  of  the  cotton  less  the  seed  is 
16.80  rubles.  Adding  the  cost  of  ginning,  packing,  etc.,  which  is 
about  1.90  rubles  per  pood,  and  the  transport  by  camel,  railroad  to 
Moscow,  etc.,  which  ma^  approximate  0.90  rubles  per  pood,  the 
total  cost  in  central  Russia  is  19.60  rubles  per  pood,  or,  with  the  war 
tax  of  2.5  rubles  per  pood,  22.10  rubles  per  pood  ($157.57  per  bale). 

The  actual  cost  of  producing  the  Russian-Asiatic  cotton  has  not, 
it  is  stated,  advanced  materially  except  through  the  decreased  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  ruble,  and  extra  cost  of  bagging,  steel  rims,  etc. 
Transportation  of  the  cotton  to  Moscow  costs  about  30  per  cent  more 
than  before  the  war,  and  the  cotton  now  also  pays  a  war  tax  as  men- 
tioned. The  field  work  is  done  chiefly  by  the  farmers  and  their 
families,  especially  by  women.  As  the  inhabitants  of  this  cotton- 
producing  section  of  central  Asia  are  chiefly  Mohammedans,  and  as 
the  women  are  not  allowed  to  work  outbade  their  family  farms,  there 
is  some  difficulty  in  arranging  for  a  mobile  supply  of  hired  labor. 

Analysis  of  Oost  in  Hoseow  of  American  Cotton. 

The  elements  entering  into  the  Moscow  price  of  cotton  shipments 
that  have  arrived  from  the  United  States  via  Vladivostok  are  as  fol- 
lows: The  cost  of  such  cotton  delivered  at  Vladivostok,  including  all 
charges  such  as  freight,  insurance,  etc.,  as  established  bv  the  terms  of 
sale  at  Liverpool,  which  amounts  to  about  10.50  rubles  per  pood 

^4-87  per  bale) ;  import  duty,  6  rubles  per  pood  ($42.80  per  bale) ; 

reight  charges  from  Vladivostok,  1.60  rubles  per  pood  ($11.41  per 
bale);  forwarding  charges,  0.50  ruble  per  pood  ($3.57  per  bale). 
The  cost  in  Moscow  is  therefore  18.60  rubles  per  pood  ($132.62  per 
bale).  The  cost  of  exchanging  rubles  into  pounds  sterling  on  the 
Liverpool  transaction,  which  may  fluctuate  considerably,  but  whidi 
at  present  may  be  taken  as  about  20  per  cent  of  the  Russian  equiva- 
lent of  the  Liverpool  price,  would  add  about  2.10  rubles  per  pood 
($14.97  per  bale)  to  the  cost  at  Moscow,  making  it  20.70  rubles  per 
pood  ($147.59  per  bale) .  This  American  cotton  is  equivalent  in  qual- 
ity to  the  Russian- Asiatic  cotton,  whose  cost  factors  are  already  ex- 
plained. The  American  cotton,  when  it  finally  gets  to  Moscow, 
should  sell  on  a  basis  that  would  easily  compete  with  the  Russian- 
Adatic  cotton. 

American  cotton  has  been  quoted  at  27  rubles  per  pood  ($192.52  per 
bale),  the  same  price  as  the  white  American  seed  Russian-Asiatic 
cotton.  However,  supplies  of  such  American  cotton  at  Moscow  have 
been  so  meager  that  quotations  have  been  to  some  extent  fictitiously 
high,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  with  any  important  increase  in  the 
local  supply  prices  would  drop  and  carry  down  with  them  the  in- 
flated values  for  Russian- Asiatic  cotton.  The  Cotton  Committee  of 
the  Moscow  Exchange  has  just  established  a  price  of  24.75  rubles 
($176.47  per  bale)  for  the  first  quality  of  the  new  American  crop, 
which  would  appear  to  allow  a  profit  of  about  4  rubles  per  pood 
(^8.52  per  bale)  to  dealers  who  can  bring  the  American  cotton  via 
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Vladivostok  into  the  Moscow  district  If  American  cotton  were 
brought  in  via  Archangel,  the  profit  should  be  larger,  since  the  trans- 
portation from  Archangel  to  Moscow  costs  less  than  one-third  of 
the  rate  from  Vladivostok  to  Moscow.  It  is  understood,  however, 
that  the  Liverpool  price  for  the  cotton  is  somewhat  higher  delivered 
at  Archangel  than  delivered  at  Vladivostok  via  the  Panama  Canal, 
owing  to  greater  cost  of  ships  across  the  Atlantic,  war  insurance,  etc. 
The  Archangel  route  is  not  available  during  the  winter  season  of 
closed  navigation,  but  it  is  expected  that  about  May  1  a  great  deal  of 
American  cotton  might  come  by  this  route. 

Uueh  Asiatic  Cotton  of  Low  Orade — Need  of  American  Cotton. 

In  connection  with  the  great  demand  and  booming  market  for  Bns- 
sian-Asiatic  cotton,  it  may  be  explained  that  a  great  deal  of  this 
cotton,  which  is  of  very  interior  quality,  is  now  purchased  for  manu- 
facturing various  cotton  goods  that  normally  require  much  better 
grades  of  raw  cotton.  If  Americnn  cotton  were  available  for  the 
Russian  textile  mills,  it  would  supplant  for  all  the  better  grades  of 
goods  the  inferior  grades  of  Hussian-Asiatic  cotton  that  the  mill 
owners  are  compelled  to  use  at  present.  A  mere  comparison  of  esti- 
mated cotton  output  for  the  year  in  Asiatic  Bussia,  the  Caucasus,  etc., 
with  the  estimated  requirements  of  the  local  mills,  which  would  show 
the  need  of  probably  5,000,000  poods  (361,000  bales)  of  foreign  cot- 
ton, does  not  reveal  the  full  opportunity  for  the  successful  importa- 
tion of  American  cotton  if  shipping  difficulties  were  overcome,  for 
the  reason  that  the  Russian  textile  mills  would  readily  give  first 
choice  to  American  cotton  over  a  large  proportion  of  the  Russians- 
Asiatic  cotton,  if  the  American  cotton  were  available.  For  instance, 
the  manager  of  a  leading  group  of  cotton  mills  in  Russia  states  that 
from  the  time  the  war  started  until  about  August  1  of  this  year  his 
mills  could  get  no  American  cotton  at  all.  Iliey  have  now  secured 
a  small  amount  and  are  using  about  5  per  cent  pf  American  cotton 
in  the  piece  goods  they  tum  out.  He  mentioned  that  if  they  could 
secure  all  the  American  cotton  they  wanted,  the  proportion  would  be 
35  per  cent. 

Out  of  the  entire  Russian- Asiatic  crop  of  cotton  (not  including 
cotton  from  Persia)  about  83  per  cent  is  American-seed  cotton  and 
about  17  per  cent  is  local  seed,  usually  known  as  "  district "  cotton. 
Most  of  the  Asiatic  cotton  contains  considerable  dust  and  other  im- 
purities. The  gross  weight  of  the  Asiatic  cotton  bale  of  the  same 
cubic  capacity  as  the  American  bale  is  only  9  poods  (325  pounds),  as 
compared  with  14  poods  (505  pounds).  The  American  tare  is  ap- 
proximately 5J  per  cent  and  the  Russian-Asiatic  about  12}  per  cent. 
The  smaller  percentage  of  fare,  the  greater  cleanness,  and  the  greater 
weight  per  cubic  capacity  are,  of  course,  very  favorable  factors  for 
American  cotton  in  competition  with  Russian-Asiatic.  As  yet  a  large 
part  of  the  cotton-growing  area  in  Central  Asia  is  removed  from 
railway  facilities,  so  that  the  cotton  has  to  be  carried  on  the  backs 
of  camels.  The  maximum  a  camel  can  carry  is  about  800  pounds,  or 
400  pounds  on  each  side  of  the  back,  and  it  is  customary  to  split  the 
weight  up  into  several  packages,  thereby  increasing  the  percental 
of  tare. 

About  60  per  cent  of  the  Russian-Asiatic  cotton  readies  Moscow 
by  way  of  Tashkent  and  Orenburg,  and  about  40  per  cent  by  boats 
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via  the  Caspian  Sea.  The  routes  whereby  this  Russian-Asiatic  cot- 
ton can  get  to  Moscow  are  comparatively  free  from  the  congestion 
which  has  characterized  the  railway  line  across  Siberia  from  Vladi- 
vostok to  Moscow  and  from  Archangel  to  Moscow,  there  being  no 
great  amount  of  goods  required  by  the  Government  for  military  pur- 
poses over  these  routes  from  Central  Asia.  It  is,  of  course,  this 
advantage  of  easy  transportation  that  is  ^ving  Russian- Asiatic  cot- 
ton a  practical  monopoly  for  the  Russian  mills'  consumption,  in 
exclusion  of  the  formerly  competing  American  and  Egyptian  cotton. 

Large  Cotton  Kills  at  OryektaoTo. 

When  the  writer  visited  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
mills  in  Russia,  at  Oryekhovo,  about  60  miles  from  Moscow,  the 
manager  apologized  for  the  dust '  in  the  atmosphere,  which  arose 
from  the  large  percentage  of  impurities  in  the  low-grade  Russian- 
Asiatic  cotton  that  the^  were  obliged  to  use.  He  explained  the  great 
difficulty  and  special  ingenuity  required  to  try  to  make  liigh-closs 
goods  from  a  low  grade  of  cotton.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  was 
scarcely  any  American  or  Egyptian  cotton  to  work  with,  and  not 
enough  good  Asiatic  cotton,  the  results  obtained  seemed  surprisingly 
satisfactory.  A  large  amount  of  American  cotton  that  had  been 
purchased  for  these  mills  was  still  lying  at  Ardiangel,  Vladivostok, 
and  on  the  Swedish  frontier. 

These  mills  at  Oryekhovo  are  under  English  management  and 
employ  about  16,000  people.  They  have  about  200,000  spinning 
spindles  and  3,000  looms  in  operation,  considerable  weaving  of  the 
yam  spun  here  being  done  by  outside  firms.  Among  the  lines  of  cot- 
ton goods  turned  out  at  these  mills  may  be  mentioned  all  kinds  of 
dress  materials,  sheetings,  towels,  print  goods,  cotton  velveteens,  vi- 
cuna cloths  (mostly  cotton,  but  partly  wool),  sateens  and  imitation 
silk,  flannelettes,  shirtings,  blouse  material,  black  and  white  checked 
cloth  (very  popular  for  skirts),  all  kinds  of  cotton  goods  suitable 
for  the  peifsant  trade,  yellow  moleskins  for  the  use  of  mandarins, 
etc.,  in  China,  khaki  shirtings  and  drills,  bandages,  antiseptic  wad- 
dings, and  aeroplane  cloth. 

An  interesting  feature  of  this  great  plant  is  the  recent  substitution 
of  American  winding  machinery  for  machinery  previously  made  in 
Europe.  This  American  machinery  takes  up  less  room  in  the  fac- 
tory, has  a  greater  production,  makes  more  compact  bobbins,  and  is 
operated  with  less  difficulty  than  the  machinery  formerly  in  use.  The 

Eower  for  operating  this  plant  is  economically  obtained  from  com- 
ustion  of  peat  found  in  the  vicinity  and  brought  to  a  large  central 
boiler  house  and  power  plant,  where  it  is  converted  into  electrical 
energy.  American  motors  are  used  and  also  considerable  Swedish 
electrical  machinery. 
Xeasnrei  to  Promote  Welfare  of  Employees. 

The  management  of  these  textile  mills  at  Oryekhovo  has  oversight 
over  a  number  of  matters,  like  education,  amusements  for  employees, 
and  even  church  worship,  which  in  the  United  States  would  be  con- 
sidered outside  the  scope  of  a  manufacturing  plant  but  which  in 
Russia  have  a  highly  important  influence  on  tne  value  of  labor  and 
profitable  output  of  goods.  A  large  school  is  maintained  for  the  chil- 
dren of  employees  up  to  15  years  of  age,  2,000  children  are  being  edu- 
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cated  at  the  expense  of  the  mills.  There  are  50  scholarships  for  those 
who  show  special  ability  in  order  to  enable  them  to  obtain  technical 

education  at  leading  colleges.  The  mills  also  maintain  at  their  own 
expense  a  church,  a  theater,  a  large  park,  athletic  field,  etc.,  and  a 
large  hospital.  A  big  cooperative  store  is  maintained  where  em- 
ployees can  purchase  all  necessary  articles  at  practically  cost  prices. 
Sanitary  dwellings  are  also  provided  for  employees  and  general 
measures  are  taken  to  promote  the  health  and  morality  of  the  large 
factory  population.    All  aged  employees  are  pensioned. 

At  the  time  of  tlie  revolutionary  troubles  in  Kussia  about  10  years 
a^o,  this  OryekhoTo  mill  district  was  a  special  center  of  anarchistic 
disturbance.  The  management  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
trouble  with  their  employees  was  mainly  lack  of  wholesome  and 
proper  amusement,  and  by  supplying  amusements,  especially  by 
encouraging  sports,  they  have  made  the  employees  much  more  loyal 
and  law-abiding.  The  old  strike  spirit  seems  to  have  disappeared. 
These  mills  are  now  noted  for  their  athletic  teams,  and  have  caused 
athletic  organizations  to  be  formed  all  over  Kussia.  About  60  foot- 
ball teams,  for  instan(%,  hare  been  formed  throughout  Russia,  the 
one  at  Oryekhovo,  the  first  to  be  organized,  being  the  model,  with 
English  Association  football  rules  in  force. 

Cotton  Kills  Bni^— Consumption — American  Cotton  in  1916 — Direct  Trade. 

The  Russian  cotton-textile  mills  are  being  very  profitabljr  operated 
to  full  capacity,  the  increased  cost  of  raw  cotton  and  difficidty  in 
manufacture  being  more  than  compensated  by  the  higher  prices  ob- 
tained for  finished  goods.  In  addition  to  special  demands  due 
to  war  conditions,  the  noi-mal  demand  for  cotton  piece  goods  has 
fully  kept  up  and  even  increased,  owing  chiefly  to  the  largely  in- 
creased savings  of  the  peasantry  because  of  their  inability  to'  buy 
vodka.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Govern- 
ment Savings-Bank  deposits  in  the  Oryekhovo  miU  district  have 
multiplied  30  times  since  the  sale  of  vodka  was  suppressed. 

As  stated  in  the  recent  cable  from  this  office  [published  in  Com- 
3IERCE  Reports  for  Sept.  1,  1915],  the  consumption  of  cotton  by 
the  mills  of  Russia,  excluding  Finland  and  the  zone  of  military  op- 
erations, is  estimated  at  22,500,000  poods  (1,625,000  bales)  annually, 
this  estimate  being  based  on  7,500,(K)0  spindles  working  at  full  speed 
on  two  9-hour  shifts,  giving  an  average  of  about  3  £oods  (108 
pounds)  per  spindle  per  year,  as  against  about  2  poods  (i2  pounds) 
per  spindle  previous  to  the  war. 

The  particular  demand  for  American  cotton  is  likely  to  develop 
early  in  191G,  in  time  to  have  cotton  from  the  new  American  crop 
shipped  to  Archangel  at  the  beginning  of  spring  navigation  in  May. 
Doubtless  the  special  purchase  or  renting  of  barges  on  the  Dwina 
Riier  and  proper  attention  to  forwarding  on  arrival  at  Archangel 
would  greatly  assist  the  movement)  and  if  the  AIoscow  importers 
felt  sure  that  they  could  import  the  cotton  without  undue  delays, 
they  would  give  much  more  liberal  orders. 

tlnless  absolute  dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  Liverpool,  which  is 
to  a  great  extent  taking  the  place  of  Bremen  in  transshipping  cot- 
ton to  Russia,  the  cotton  growers  and  exporters  in  the  United  States 
should  seriously  study  all  feasible  plans  for  cultivating  direct  trade 
with  Russia. 
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CKEDIT  KEQUIBE])  BT  KUSSIAN  COTTOH  HANUFACIUIUBBS. 

CConsol  General  Jobn  H.  Snodgrass.  Moscow  Aug.  80.] 

The  Russian  Association  of  Cotton  Manufacturers  authorized  a 
representative  to  apply  to  the  Ministry  of  Finance  for  the  granting 
of  sufficient  funds  in  foreign  currency  to  the  cotton  manufacturing 
firms  to  enable  them  to  purchase  their  supply  of  foreign  cotton  for 
the  coming  season.  The  cotton  industry  is  insufficiently  provided  with 
raw  material  and  is  obliged  to  purchase  supplies  abroad.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  superior  grades  of  foreign  cotton  and  the 
Egyptian  cotton  of  early  crops  are  'sold  on  the  market  during  the 
autumn  months,  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  was  drawn 
to  the  urgency  of  purchases  of  foreign  cotton. 

Taking  these  facts  into  consideration,  the  Minister  of  Finance 
gave  his  consent  in  principle.  At  the  same  time  he  proposed  that 
the  definite  amount  of  the  required  currency  be  ascertained,  promis- 
ing that  foreign  currency  would  be  supplied  at  the  rate  of  120  rubles 
for  £10  sterling,  or  about  47  cents  per  ruble. 

CATALOOITES  OF  SUSOICAI.  DTSTRnHENTS  WAHTED. 

[CodhqI  General  Alfred  L.  Morean  Oottschalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Sept.  8.] 

The  American  consulate  general  at  Kio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  has 
been  asked  by  certain,  local  physicians  and  surgeons  to  furnish  the 
following  catalogues  and  price  lists,  which  are  lacking  in  its  files  at 
present.  Manufacturers  of  the  articles  noted  below  are  respectfully 
requested,  therefore,  to  mail  to  the  consulate  general  their  catalogues, 
accompanied  by  price  lists  in  which  export  discounts  are  clearly 
stated : 

Anatomical  charts  and  models  and  other  graphic  presentments 
used  in  the  teadiing  of  medicine  in  its  various  branches. 

It  is  also  desired  to  have  the  catalogues  of  makers  of  surgical  in- 
struments and  instrument  cases,  or  first-aid  cases,  who  could  produce 
from  the  model  a  new  article  of  this  sort  in  quantities. 

It  is  also  desired  to  have  catalogues  showing  outfits  of  prophylactic 
or  preventive  medicines  or  mechanical  appliances  against  t^  spread 
of  syphilis. 

,H£W  STEAMER  SERVICE  WITH  DUTCH  EAST  INDIES. 

The  activities  of  the  foreign  trade  department  of  the  San  Francisco 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  extend  the  trade  of  the  Pacific  coast  into 
new  areas  and  to  afford  better  transportation  facilities  for  carrying 
American  wares  to  markets  now  reached  with  difficulty  have  me^^  with 
success,  so  far  as  the  Dutch  East  Indies  are  concerned.  The  chamber 
has  just  informed  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
that,  as  the  result  of  nearly  a  year  of  endeavor  on  its  part,  the  Java- 
China-Japan  Lijn,  of  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  is  to  establish  a 
monthly  service  of  first-class  cargo  steamers  between  Batavia,  Java, 
and  San  Francisco,  the  new  service  to  start  with  a  sailing  from 
Batavia  on  December  15.  Steamers  will  load  at  Abatavia,  Cheribon, 
Samarang,  Soerabaya^  and  Makassar,  thence  proceed  to  Manila, 
Hon^ong,  and  San  Francisco.  The  first  vessel  of  the  new  service 
will  reach  San  Francisco  in  February. 
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FOBEiaH  TRADE  OFFOBTTTKITIES. 

fWherc  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  or  lt&  IvrnaA 

offlceii.] 

Tanning  tnacliincry,  No.  1SG76. — A  man  in  Soiitb  America  desires  to  purchase 
the  following  tanning  uin'?liinery :  One  leatlier  hammer,  one  Rjillttiug  ma- 
chine, one  puttiiig-out  machine,  one  bark  lulll.  one  ghiziug  machine,  and  two 
taoDiDg  drums.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish  or  French.  The  first 
letter  or  catalogue  should  contain  all  necessary  Infonnutlou,  such  as  prices, 
terms,  discounts,  etc.,  In  order  to  avoid  unnecessary  correspondence. 

Drtigx,  Xo.  18677. — An  Amei-lcan  consuls  i-  officer  In  the  United  Kingdom  rci>orts 
that  a  pharmaceutical  denier  is  in  the  market  for  drugs  of  all  kinds  to  be 
used  for  pbar  ma  cent  leal  and  technicnl  work. 

Briar  pipes.  No.  1867S. — A  reiwrt  from  an  American  consular  ofllcer  in  the 
T.'nitetl  Kingdom  states  that  a  tlmi  of  cigarette  and  clgui*  manufacturers 
In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  briar  pipes.   References  furnished. 

"KovcUics,  photo  and  optical  goo^s,  etc..  No.  18079. — A  firm  of  commission  agents 
In  India  has  requested  nn  American  consul  to  place  It  in  communication 
with  dealers  In  novelties,  photo  and  optical  goods,  fountain  pens,  and 
stationery,  motion -picture  machines,  etc.,  with  a  view  to  possible  pur- 
chases. It  desires  to  import  directly  on  Its  owu  account  or  on  a  commission 
basis.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Hemp  thread  and  yarn,  No.  18GS0. — An'  American  consular  officer  In  France  ■ 
reports  that  a  firm  in  bis  district  desires  to  communicate  with  manu- 
faeturem  of  hemp  thread  and  yam.   It  Is  esjiecially  interested  in  fishing 
lines. 

FlaJ!  tape*,  No.  18681. — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  n  firm 
In  this  country  desires  to  purchase  endless  flax  tapes  about  a  yard  long,  1 
inch  wide,  and  0.016  Inch  thick. 

Copper  and  brass  tubes,  No.  18682. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  n  business  man 
in  Argentina  states  that  he  desires  to  purchase  copper  and  brass  tubes 
direct  from  manufacturers.  Three  lists,  two  In  German  and  one  in  Spanish, 
as  well  as  descriptions  of  the  tubes  wanted  accompany  the  letter  and  may 
be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  69.) 

Heelplate  naUs,  No.  18683. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  comiminlcate  with  manufacturers  of 
heelplate  nails.  Farther  information-  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
or  its  branch  ofQces. 

Chemical  products.  No.  18684. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in 
Spain  states  that  a  company  Is  in  the  market  for  u  quantity  of  chemical 
products  for  industrial  use.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish  or 
French. 

Machinery,  No.  18685. — A  business  man  in  India  informs  un  American  consul 
that  he  desires  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  machines  for  drying 
fruit  of  alt  kinds,  and  also  hand-power  machines  for  cutting  and  paring 
fruits,  such  as  apples,  pears,  etc.  Practical  and  inexpensive  machines  are 
desired. 

Educational  catalogues,  No.  18686. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India 
reports  that  he  has  l>eeu  requested  to  furnish  students  cntalogues  of 
American  schools  and  colleges,  especially  those  having  engineering  courses. 

Whiskica,  No.  18687. — A  business  man  In  Brazil  Is  desirous  of  establishing 
commercial  relations  with  American  exporters  of  whiskies.  Samples  are 
requested.  Terms,  cash  against  docunieuls.  It  Is  stated  that  ns  soon  as 
prices  and  samples  are  received  a  cable  order  will  be  forthcoming,  and  ft 
is  suggested  that  a  code  be  arrange<t. 

Iron  bars,  No.  18688. — A  report  from  an  American  consul  In  Italy  states  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  communicote  with  manufacturers  of  iron 
bars  to  he  used  in  concrete  construction.  If  the  price  is  satisfactory  It  is 
probable  that  1,000  tons  of  this  product  will  be  Imported  annually.  Dis- 
connts  and  terms  of  payment  should  be  given.  Correspondence  may  be  la 
French  but  Italian  is  iHvferred. 
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ifininff  machinery.  No.  -18689. — An  Americnn  consular  officer  In  Burma  reports 
that  a  firm  has  requested  to  be  suiiplleil  with  prices  and  full  Information 
on  conoentrating  mining  machinery.  A  sole  agency  is  deslretl.  Quotations 
c.  i.  f.  Rangoon. 

Needles,  No.  18600. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  France 
states  that  two  firms  In  his  district  desire  to  rejiresent  flnns  denllng  la 
needles. 

Rubber  article*.  No,  18691. — A  man  in  Italy  lins  informed  nn  Ajuerican  consular 
officer  tliat  he  desires  to  represent  n  firm  manufacturiuK  hard-rubber  arti- 
cles, such  as  syringes,  tliermometers,  atomizers,  and  rubber  I)ulbs.  If 
necessary,  purchases  will  be  nmde  on  his  own  account.  References  piven. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  French  or  Italian  and  prices  stnted  In  lire  or 
francs. 

General  representation,  No.  18092.— A  company  of  provision  <lealers  in  India 
desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  groceries,  provisions,  and 
liqnors. 

.Uaehinerjf,  No.  1869it. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  re^rts  that  a 
man  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placetl  In  communication  with  manufactur- 
ers of  machinery  for  grinding  and  mixing  iinints.  Catalogues,  price  list, 
and  full  information  are  solicited. 

fttcel  window  sashes.  No.  18684, — Catal(^es  and  literature,  together  with  terms 
of  business  on  steel  window  sashes  are  requested  by-a  firm  in  Burma.  It 
Is  stated  that  it  desires  a  sole  agency  for  same.  Prices  c.  i.  f.  Rangoon  are 
solicited. 

Buttons,  perfumery,  tppcicritera,  etc..  No.  18695. — The  Department  of  Com- 
merce Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Russia  stating  tbnt 
he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exiwrters  of 
all  kiuils  of  buttons,  laces,  needles  and  pins,  sewing  cotton,  embroideries, 
haberdashery,  toilet  articles,  advertising  novelties,  typewriters,  stationery, 
etc. 

ilnchinerj/,  No.  18696. — One  of  the  connnerclal  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
ond  Domestic  Commerce  reports  a  possible  opportunity  In  B(»Ilvia  for  in- 
stalling a  factory  for  making  cotton  threa<l  and  reSnlng  cottonseeil  oil. 
A  pamphlet  giving  detailed  information  relative  to  this  project  may  he 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  70.) 

Leather,  No.  18697.— A  firm  In  Denmark  writes  the  Department  of  Commerce 
that  it  Is  prepared  to  do  a'cash  business  in  all  kinds  of  leather  to  be  used 
as  belting,  etc. 

Ifardteare,  No,  18698.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  thnt  a 
business  man  In  Ills  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  hardware.  He  desires  to  act  on  a  commission  basis. 
He  wishes  credit  terms  of  00  days.   Bank  references  given. 

Shoe  laces,  etc..  No.  ISCOO. — Tlie  Bni-eau  i.s  in  receipt  of  a  Iffter  from  a  firm  la 
England  stating  that  it  desires  to  purchase  quantities  of  shoe  laces  and 
iron  and  brass  shoe  rivets,  etc.    References  given. 

Rotted  gold,  etc..  No.  18700. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  transmits 
the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  who  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  nwnufacturers  and  dealers  in  articles  made  of  rolled  gold  and 
Qinadlan  gold.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Copying  presses,  suit  cases,  etc..  No.  18701.— A  wholesale  and  reUill  dealer  In 
East  Africa  has  Informed  iin  American  eonsulnr  officer  that  he  wishes  to 
receive  catalogues  and  full  Information  relative  to  copying  presses,  fezzes, 
suit  cases,  twlne»  and  wrapping  iiaper.    Correspond«ice  may  be  in  Engllsli. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Forei^  and  Domestio  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Cnstomhoase;  Boston,  7S2  Oliver  Building; 
CUeago,  504  Federal  Bolldlng;  St.  touls,  402  Third  national  Bank  Bailding; 
Atlanta,  OSl  f  ost  Offlee  Building;  Sew  Orleans,  1020  Blbemia  Bank  Bailding;  San 
Vranoisoo,  S06  United  States  CnitomhonK;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeree;  Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroei 
fUtadeli^ia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FBOSFEKOUS  DUTCH  NORTH  SEA  FISHSBT. 

IConeiU  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Nethcrlaoda,  Sept  2,1 

The  fishing  industry  centered  at  Ymuiden,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
North  Sea  Canal,  is  very  prosperous  this  year,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
catch  is  concerned.  During  August  366  steam  and  882  sail  trawlere 
brought  to  Ymuiden  $330,000  worth  of  fish,  against  $196,000  worth 
brought  there  in  August,  1914,  by  477  steam  and  674  sail  trawlers. 

During  the  first  eight  months  of  this  year  the  total  value  of  the 
catch  was  $2,302,000,  brought  in  2,568  steam  and  3,627  sail  trawlers. 
During  the  corresponding  period  of  1914  the  value  was  $1,525,000, 
brought  in  2,917  steam  and  3,565  sail  trawlers. 
^  As  will  be  noticed,  the  number  of  ^eam  trawlers  has  decreased 
and  the  number  of  sail  trawlera  has  increased  this  year.  Of  course 
these  figures  mean  the  ariivals  of  trawlers  at  Ymuiden,  not  the 
number  of  different  ones. 

Tlie  increased  value  of  the  fish  caught  this  year  is  partly  due  to  an 
advance  in  price  in  comparison  with  last  year.  There  is  great  varia- 
tion  in  the  price  advance  of  different  fish,  but  the  arerage  is  put  at 
about  20  per  cent. 


FOBEIGH  MABXETS  FOB  HABNESS  AHD  SASDLEBT. 

In  view  of  the  marked  interest  manifested  by  American  manu- 
facturers of  harness  and  saddlery,  an  investigation  of  tlie  markets 
of  the  world  has  I'ecently  been  conducted  by  American  consular 
officers,  and  reports  covering  tlie  peculiar  conditions  prevailing  in 
their  respective  districts,  including  the  t^pos  of  harness,  etc.,  in  use, 
the  extent  of  the  trade  and  tlie  possibilities  for  American  participa- 
tion therein,  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce. 

It  is  intended  to  exhibit  these  reports  in  manuscript  form  at  the 
various  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  and  at  the  headquarters  of 
different  commercial  organizations,  American  firms  interested  in 
these  rejiorts  should  immediately  address  the  Bureau  so  that  an 
itinerary  may  be  prepared. 


BOCK  OBSTBUCTS  KAVIOATION  IN  BOSTON  APFBOACH. 

The  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  whicli  has  been 
using  a  wire  drag  in  searching  for  obstructions  to  navigation  at 
various  points,  reports  that  a  rock  with  24  feet  over  it  lies  nearly 
1|  miles  92=*  true  (ESE.  J  E.  mag.)  from  Minots  Ledge  Lighthouse, 
and  three-eighths  mile  northeastward  of  a  rock  with  25  feet  over  it 
previously  reported  on  the  track  recommended  for  vessels  bound 
from  Boston  to  Plymouth  and  the  Cape  Cod  Canal. 

The  survey  says  that  it  is  advisable  for  vessels  of  a  greater  draft 
than  about  18  feet,  and  also  for  all  vessels  in  a  heavy  sea,  to  avoid 
these  spots  by  passing  eastward  of  the  black  can  buoy  which  marks 
the  charted  3^-fathom  spot  lying  2|  miles  eastward  of  Minots  Ledge 
Lighthouse. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
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No.  239     Washington,  D.  C,  Tuesday,  October  12  1915 

CON  TEXTS. 

Paga-  Pass. 

LUiUhkim  teodtn  win  hftvc  charts  lor  sale...  161     Bot  affects  Ontario  potato  crop  1S7 

Bnter  Bhowlng  In  coon  try's  buUdhiK  opera-         AliierioanKlasswBre  m  tbe  Atom   16S 

tkms  Ul     OBpartumUea  la  Paruuay  169 

Fnneh  Industries  show  inareasInK  activity  161     Knr  Oovernment  publtcalioiu  170 

San  Fruiclsoo  pier  caiutnictlon  described  162    C.  I.  L  qnotatloas  for  HoagkooK   171 

Ccatentof  gasaUnflTaporinalrdo1ennln«d...  102     Goaunte resnlts ot  tradMxtonsion  worlc  172 

Consnlar  trade  con(«rences  163     N«r  dry  ctoek  for  Bottcrdam   173 

JntMirop  forecast  and  world  oxisumptkn  183  nvpasus  for  Oovemment  supplies  and  oon- 

Ifotw  macbinery  for  French  farms  103       atnictltra  174 

Offlebl  nombeEa  for  meiohant  vessels  IH    Papuan  oil  wells  175 

Imports  and  exports  of  copper  UM     Unemployment  in  Holland  173 

lottl  home  oonpetiUoo  In  Austnlla  164    Cottcm  In  the  Caucasm  175 

Construction  wvA  abnXtd  IAS     For^gn  trade  opportuniUea  ITS 

uaHiHOusE  TEinns  vm.  hate  ghab!Z8  for  sale. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  recently  by  the  Lighthouse  Service, 
Department  of  Commerce,  at  the  request  of  the  United  States  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey,  to  have  a  supply  of  charts  made  available  on 
one  or  more  lighthouse  tenders  in  each  lighthouse  district  on  the 
Atlantic,  Gulf,  and  Pacific  coasts  of  the  United  States  for  sale  to 
mariners  and  others  who  are  desirous  of  purchasing  charts  within 
the  waters  in  which  the  tenders  are  operated.  The  Coast  and  Geo- 
detic Survey  will  furnish  the  charts  and  will  renew  all  charts  requir- 
ing correction  at  such  intervals  as  may  be  considered  proper. 

BETTEB  SHOWING  IN  COUNTBY'S  BTTILDINa  OFEBATIONS. 

The  September  r«)orts  of  building  permits  issued  throughout  the 
country  make  a  gooa  showing,  and  Tnien  taken  in  connection  with  the 
August  improvement,  compared  with  the  corresponding  months  in 
the  preceding  year,  greatly  improve  the  record  for  the  year  to  date. 
The  total  of  65  cities  reporting  for  September,  1915,  was  $54,965,052, 
compared  with  $41,530,254  in  September,  1914,  and  the  total  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1915  was  $458,464,756,  compared  with  $481,- 
009,021  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  The  gain  for  Sep- 
tember was  32  per  cent,  and  the  loss  for  the  nine  months  only  5 
per  cent. 

FRENCH  INDUSTRIES  SHOW  INCREASING  ACTIVITT. 

[From  Office  of  Commercial  Attache,  American  EmbaBsy,  Paris,  Franc?,  Sept.  24.] 

The  French  Minister  of  Labor  has  made  an  inquiry  among  37,000 
industrial  and  commercial  concerns,  employing  over  a  million  persons 
in  normal  times,  and  states  that  at  the  end  of  July,  1915,  79  per  cent 
of  these  establishments  were  in  operation,  as  against  only  49  per  cent 
at  the  end  of  August,  1914. 

Among  these  establishments  the  number  of  employees  fell  to  35 
per  cent  in  August,  1914,  but  increased  to  46  per  cent  in  October, 
1914;  to  58  per  cent  in  January,  1915;  to  64  per  cent  in  April,  1915; 
and  to  69  per  cent,  or  885,314,  in  July,  1915. 
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SAK  FRANCISCO  FIEB  CONSTBUCTIOK  DESCBIBEI). 

[Commercial  Agent  E.  Q.  Babbitt,  San  Francisco,  Sept.  29.] 

A  paper  read  by  Jerome  Xewman,  chief  engineer  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Board  of  State  Harbor  Commissioners,  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Port  Authorities,  describes  the 
variety  of  construction  represented  in  the  piers  on  San  Fran- 
cisco's water  front,  and  sugf?ests  that  the  problem  of  the  type  of  pier 
best  adapted  to  satisfy  conditions  will  be  solved,  in  time,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  variety  in  design,  by  an  accurate  system  of  mainte- 
nance and  repair  accounts. 

The  city's  water  front  has  a  length  of  9.75  miles,  of  which  3.60 
miles  is  at  present  used  for  piers  and  wharves  under  the  ccmtrol  of 
the  board.  In  this  stretch  there  are  32  piers  in  service,  2  under  con- 
struction, and  1  for  which  a  contract  is  about  to  be  let.  Of  the  piers 
now  in  use  2  are  supported  on  untreated  wooden  piles,  8  on  creosoted 
piles,  2  on  wooden  piles  incased  in  concrete  shells,  11  on  cylinders  of 
plain  concrete  of  obsolete  type,  and  9  on  reinforced  concrete  cylinders 
of  modern  type  of  construction.  Of  those  under  constructioii  one  is 
of  creosoted  the  other  of  concrete  piling. 

The  untreated  wooden  pile  piers  and  those  on  cylinders  of  plain 
concrete  deposited  under  water  are  eliminated  from  consideration  on 
account  of  their  short  life,  but  each  of  the  other  types  possesses  cer- 
tain theoretical  advantages,  and  Mr.  Newman  states  that  more  ex- 
perience will  be  necessary  before  it  can  be  stated  positively  that  any 
one  of  them  should  be  adopted  as  the  best. 

The  board's  engineer  holds  that  until  more  is  known  about  the 
durability  of  concrete  and  until  conditions  with  regard  to  changes  in, 
ocean  carriers  and  in  freight-handling  methods  Income  settfed  it 
would  be  economically  unwise  to  invest  large  sums  in  structures 
which  may  become  obsolete  long  before  they  are  worn  out. 

GOKTEHT  OF  6AS0IINE  TAPOB  IN  AIE  DETEBHIHED. 

Two  methods  for  determining  the  content  of  gasoline  vapor  in  air 
have  been  the  subject  of  experiments  and  a  report  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Mines.  In  one  the  mixture  is  introduced  into  an  exhausted 
glass  vessel,  is  cooled  at  the  temperature  of  liquid  air,  the  air  ia 
removed,  and  finally  the  partial  pressure  of  the  gasoline  vapor  is 
measured  by  means  of  a  manometer  attached  to  the  Uquef  action  bulb. 
The  second  method  consists  in  burning  the  ^soline  vapor  in  oxygen 
and  from  the  contraction  and  carbon  dioxide  produced  calculatmg 
the  percentage  of  gasoline  vapor.  Copies  of  Technical  Paper  116, 
"  The  inflammability  of  mixtures  of  gasoline  vapor  and  air,^'  which 
has  just  been  issued,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  the  Bureau  of 
Mines,  Washington,  D.  G. 


GOirSULAB  TRADE  COHFEBEirCES. 

Vice  Consul  Albert  G.  Ebert,  of  Montevideo,  whose  presence  in 
the  United  States  was  announced  in  Cojimerce  Keforts  for  October 
2, 1915,  will  be  at  the  New  York  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  on  October  15.  He  will  be  pleas^  to  meet 
there  business  men  who  wish  to  know  about  Uruguay  and  the  River 
Plate  region. 
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JUTE^KOF  FOBECAST  AST)  WORU)  COKSUUPTIOH 

[Consul  EL  Haldeman  DeaniBon,  Dnndee,  Scotland,  Sept  24  ;  see  also  COKHUCB  BepOBTB 

for  Aug.  23  and  Oct  9.  1915.] 

The  final  official  forecast  of  the  current  Indian  jute  crop  places 
the  area  under  ciiltiTation  at  2^77^16  acres,  with  an  estimated  out- 
turn of  7,^8,733  bales  of  400  pounds  each.  Tlie  forecast  shows  a 
de<»%ase  in  area  of  972,121  acres,  or  nearly  30  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year,  while  the  estimated  output  is  over  3,000,000 
bales  short  of  the  previous  crop. 

The  precedin^j  year's  acreage  had  been  the  second  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  jute  crop,  while  that  for  the  current  year  is  the 
smallest  since  1903.  The  crop  would  be  insufficient  for  the  world's 
requirements  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  there  is  a  large  carry  over 
from  the  closing  season,  practically  none  of  last  year's  jute  having 
reached  the  Continent,  and  there  will  be  no  demand  for  supplies 
from  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Austria. 

World's  Baw-Jnte  Coninmption. 

Estimates  differ  as  to  the  amount  of  jute  that  will  be  consumed 
during  the  present  season.  Some  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  tendenOT, 
has  amays  been  to  overestimate  the  world's  consuming  power.  A 
local  trade  paper  estimates  that  the  total  consumption  for  the  season 
of  1915-16  will  amount  to  only  8,580,000  bales,  made  up  of:  United 
Kingdom— Scotland,  1,000,000;  England,  25,000;  Ireland,  20,000; 
total,  1,045,000;  Continent,  1,150,000;  America,  650,000;  other  coun- 
tries, 35,000;  Indian  mills,  5,200,000;  and  Indian  up  country,  500,000. 
Another  firm  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  total  should  be  some  300,000 
bales  greater.  In  any  event,  it  will  require  the  carry  over  from  the 
last  crop  to  meet  even  the  lowest  estimates.  It  is  estimated — and  gen- 
erally admitted  to  be  correct — that  there  are  about  1,500,000  bales  of 
the  old  crop  remaining. 

The  "  marwarries,"  or  native  dealers,  were  successful  last  year  in 
forcing  up  prices  in  spite  of  the  huge  crop,  and  it  is  feared  that  they 
will  be  even  more  successful  this  year  in  keeping  up  prices  by  regu- 
lating the  much  shorter  supply  to  Calcutta.  There  is  a  tremendous 
demand  for  the  manufactured  article,  and  the  jute  mills  of  Dundee 
are  all  working  at  high  pressure.  Prices  for  all  jute  fabrics  have 
risen  markedly,  and  manufacturers  are  reaping  a  rich  han'est. 

HOTOK  HACHIHERT  FOB  FRENCH  FASMS. 

[CoDSQl  General  A.  Ganllo,  Maraellle,  Sept  20.] 

The  French  Government  has  issued  an  order,  dated  September  7, 
1915,  under  which  subventions  may  be  granted  to  agricultural  syn- 
dicates and  cooperative  associations,  also  to  municipalities,  purchas- 
ing agricultural  motor  machinery.  The  maximum  amount  the  sub- 
vention provides  for  is  one-third  of  the  purchase  price,  except  in 
the  districts  which  have  suffered  from  the  war.  In  the  latter  case  the 
limit  is  fixed  at  one-half  of  the  purchase  price.  This  appears  to  be 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  increase  the  sale  of  American  machinery 
of  this  description,  and  the  names  of  the  associations  through  which 
prospective  purchasers  can  be  reached  most  easily  are  accordingly 
submitted  herewith. 

[This  list  and  the  addresses  of  Marseille  dealers  in  agricultural 
machinery  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  and  its  branches;  refw  to  file  67,109.]  ^ 

Digitized  by  LjOOglC 


164 


GOMMEBCB  BBFOBTS. 


OFFICIAL  HUHBEES  FOB  HEBGHANT  VESSELS. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 

designated  to  steam  screws  by  the  Bureau  of  Jfavigation,  Department 
of  Commerce,  during  the  two  weeks  ended  October  2,  1915: 


NtDMofTMaal. 

Official 
Dum- 
ber. 

Signal 
letter. 

Tannage. 

Year 
built. 

Where  built. 

Home  port. 

Gross. 

Net. 

21365S 
2130.56 
0213659 
213637 
i>2136e0 
1213636 
O213061 

19 

1,080 
2,892 
172 
2,556 
3,323 
1,809 

'  13 
720 
1,782 
106 
1,615 
2,127 
1,161 

1916 
1915 
1000 
1015 
1S«7 
1807 
1907 

Bullalo,  N.Y  

WUmiDgton,  Del  

Bnfhio. 
New  Yotic 
Do. 

Perth  AmboT. 
NewYortE. 

Do. 

Do. 

Geo.  H.  JobDSOD. 
WlnneeoBiM' — 

LFNJ 

Sunderland,  Encland  . . . 
Mlllord,  Dei  

LFNK 
LFPG 
LFNM 

W.  Hartlepool,  England. 
SoutbSbields,  En^aad. 
SimdwUnd,  EosIuhI  . . . 

•  Foreign-built  ves'^el  admitted  to  Anarima  registry  under  the  aot  ol  Aug.  18, 1914. 
t  Formerly  Danish  st.  s,  Flniand.  »  Formerly  Danish  st.  s.  Gotland, 

c  Formerly  Danish  st.  s.  DJurslaad.  *  Formerly  Danisbst.  a.  Mogland. 


IHFOBTS  Am)  EXFOBTS  OF  COFFEB. 

The  total  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of 
New  York,  Ma^achusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Gal- 
veston, New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan 
during  the  week  ended  October  2,  1915,  were  as  follows.  Ore,  matte, 
and  regulus  (copper  contents),  3,600,571  pounds,  valued  at  $417,994; 
pigs,  ingots,  and  old,  etc.,  9,858,736  pounds,  valued  at  $1,713,345.  Of 
the  ore,  matte,  and  regulus  imported,  1,982,400  pounds  came  from 
Cuba  and  1,240,017  pounds  from  Chile.  Of  the  imports  of  ingots, 
etc.,  2,998,675  pounds  came  from  Chile,  1,978,280  pounds  m)m 
Canada,  1,490^17  pounds  from  Japan,  and  1,317,678  pounds  from 
Spain. 

Of  the  total  domestic  exports  of  copper  in  pigs,  bars,  etc.,  amount- 
ing to  16,489,622  poxmds,  valued  at  $2,965,857,  7,628,452  pounds  went 
to  Russia,  4,686,763  pounds  to  England,  2,576,804  pounds  to  Italy, 
and  1,402,623  pounds  to  France. 


IDEAL  HOME  COUFETITION  IN  AUSTBAUA. 

[Sydner  Uontlug  Herald,  Aug.  81.] 

The  Institute  of  Architects  has  arranged  a  novel  competition  in 
connection  with  the  "  Ideal  Home  Exhibition,"  shortly  to  be  held  at 
Sydney,  and  of  vrhich  25  per  cent  of  the  takings  are  to  be  handed 
over  to  the  Bed  Cross  Society.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  exhibition 
is  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  making  of  the  "  ideal  home." 

In  the  competition  every  visitor  will  be  asked  to  compete  (without 
an  entrance  fee)  in  the  building,  decorating,  furnishing,  and  equip- 
ment, as  far  as  possible,  of  an  ideal  home  from  material  exhibited  at 
the  exhibition.  The  visitors  themselves  will  judge  the  competition 
in  the  following  manner:  The  winner  will  be  the  one  whose  list  of 
homes  and  furnishings  approximates  most  closely  to  that  most  fre- 
quently selected  by  the  whole  of  the  oompetitor& 


Digitized  by  Google 


OOUUERCE  BEFORTS. 


165 


CONSTRUCTION  WOKK  ABROAD. 

CHIHA. 

[CoDSQl  General  Edwin  8.  Cnnnlngbam,  Hankow,  Sept  8.1 
Hev  Bnlldins  for  the  Bank  of  China. 

The  Hankow  branch  of  the  Bank  of  China  has  signed  a  contract 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  bank  building  in  Hankow,  at  the  cost  of 
$40,000  to  $50,000  gold.  The  architects  are  Atkinson  &  Dallas  (Ltd.), 
Hankow,  and  the  material  is  to  be  brick  and  reinforced  concrete. 
However,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  opportunity  for  the  ex- 
tension of  American  trade  for  this  building. 

[Consul  C.  K.  MoBcr,  Harblii,  HanchurU,  Aug.  S,] 
Eleotrle  Tramway. 

It  is  reported  but  not  confirmed  that  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Chinese  Eastern  Railway  have  awarded  the  concession  to  the  Rus* 
sian  firm  of  Barski  &  Co.,  at  Harbin,  to  construct  an  electric  tramway 
between  the  Pristan  and  Old  Harbin,  via  New  Harbin,  and  with  a 
branch  line  to  Fuchiatien,  the  Chinese  city.  The  total  length  of  the 
line  will  be  about  7  miles  and  the  fare  between  Old  Harbin  and  the 
new  town  is  to  be  fixed  at  15  kopecks  (equivalent  to  7^  cents  sold  at 
normal  rates  of  exchange)  as  compared  with  the  40  kopeck  now 
charged  by  the  public  carriage  drivers. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  firm  of  Barski  &  Co.  has  some  connection 
with  the  officials  of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway  but  this  has  not 
been  confirmed.  A  local  newspaper  of  June  24  stated  that  the  con- 
struction of  the  tramway  was  to  begin  immediately  in  order  that  the 
laying  of  the  rails  might  be  during  the  present  summer,  but  no 
signs  of  the  beginning  ol  work  are  yet  apparent 

HAWAII 

[A.  I*.  Taflor.  correspondent,  Honolulu,  Sept.  SO.] 
Extensive  Public  Works  on  Four  Islands. 

In  a  statement  just  issued  by  Charles  R.  Forbes,  superintendent  of 
public  works  of  the  Territory  of  Hawaii,  at  Honolulu,  public  works 
on  four  islands  of  the  Tei'ritory,  which  will  soon  be  under  way,  will 
call  for  the  expenditure  of  approximately  $1,160,000,  apportioned 
oractically  as  follows:  Oahu  (mcluding  Honolulu),  $080,000;  Ha- 
waii, $295,000;  Maui,  $120,000;  and  Kauai,  $55,000. 

In  Honolulu  the  old  royal  palace,  which  was  built  for  King  Kalakaua 
and  is  now  used  as  the  Government  Building,  is  to  have  its  first  re- 
modeling. An  electric  elevator,  to  run  from  the  basement  to  the  attic, 
has  just  been  installed  at  a  cost  of  $40,000,  and  extensive  alterations 
have  been  made  to  the  interior  to  give  better  office  space.  The  new 
Territorial  penitentiary  in  the  suburbs  of  Honolulu  will  be  finished 
by  the  first  of  the  year  at  a  cost  of  $150,000.  The  reconstruction  of 
three  piers  on  the  Honolulu  water  front  will  entail  an  expenditure  of 
$15,000,  while  the  construction  of  new  reinforced  concrete  piers  at 
the  foot  of  Fort  Street  (to  be  known  as  Piers  8,  9,  and  10)  will  ac- 
count for  a  further  $850,000. 
Hew  Wharres  and  Keserrolr. 

On  the  island  of  Hawaii  reconstruction  work  on  the  Kuhio  wharf 
at  Hilo  Bay  is  being  done  at  a  cost  of  $15,000,  while  $47,000  will  be 
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expended  on  a  wharf  shed,  $16,000  on  wharf  paving,  $12,000  for 
electrical  machinery  for  conveying  sugar  and  general  cargo,  and 
$43,000  on  the  road  approach  from  Hilo.  On  the  west  coast  of  this 
island,  at  the  port  of  Kailua,  a  new  wharf  is  to  be  built  at  a  cost  of 
$12,500,  and  a  new  wharf  at  Napoopoo  will  cost  $10,000.  About 
$87,000  will  be  expended  in  completing  the  round-the-island  roads. 

On  the  island  ot  Maui  a  huge  reseinroir  is  being  built  on  the  slope 
of  the  crater  of  Ilaleakala,  the  largest  dead  volcano  in  the  world,  to 
cost  $50,000. 

.  On,  the  island  of  Kauai  a  n^tw  wharf  is  to  be  built  at  the  port  of 
Waimea  to  cost  $30,000, 

ntELABD. 

[Consul  Weslpy  Frost,  Cork  (Queenstowu),  Sept  28.] 
Electrioal  Power  from  the  SfaannoiL  Biver. 

A  great  hydroelectric  power  project  is  on  foot  in  Ireland  for  the 
utilization  of  the  tremendous  head  of  water  constituted  by  the  wei^- 
ern  loughs  or  lakes.  The  falls  of  the  Shannon,  below  iJough  Derg 
and  Lough  Ree,  are  expected  to  develop  not  less  than  60,0(W  horse- 
power even  during  sunmier,  and  the  River  Erne,  below  Lough  Erne 
and  Lough  Oughter  is  calculated  to  be  capable  of  nearly  40,000  horse- 
power. The  idea  is  to  provide  electric  light  and  power  for  all  the 
cities  of  Ireland,  on  the  general  plan  of  the  plants  at  Niagara  and 
Keokuk  in  the  United  States. 

While  this  project  has  been  given  some  prominence  in  the  Irish 
press,  it  appears  to  be  still  in  the  hypothetical  stage.  Newspaper 
reports  state  that  a  capital  of  $5,000,000  has  been  subscribed  and  that 
surveys  are  actually  in  progress,  but  that  the  necessary  authoriza- 
tion will  be  difficult  to  secure  at  this  juncture.  An  engineer  whose 
name  has  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  work  has  promised 
to  advise  this  consulate  whenever  concrete  bids  or  tenders  become 
practicable. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrlc,  Lisbon,  Portugal,  Sept.  IS.] 
Boad  Building — ^New  Hotel — ^Xourlst  Can  Heeded. 

A  loan  of  $100,000  has  been  ne^tiated  by  the  Junta  Agricola  of 
Funchal,  Madeira,  for  the  completion  of  a  road  between  the  city  and 
Torreiro  da  Lucta,  from  5  to  8  miles.  A  hotel  will  be  built  at  the 
upper  terminus.  Another  work  of  importance  on  the  island  is  the 
construction  of  a  road  from  the  pier  at  Funchal  to  the  Mount 
Church,  situated  at  an  elevation  of  2,000  feet.  When  the  work  is 
completed  it  is  planned  to  operate  8  or  10  tourist  care.  The  pro- 
moters of  the  project  are  Dr.  Balthazar  Gongalves  and  Alfredo  Guil- 
herme  Rodrigues,  to  whom  automobile  firms  interrated  should  send 
catalogues. 

FOBTTTOAI. 

[Consul  Oeneral  W.  Xj.  Lowrie,  Usbon.  Portugal,  Sept  21.] 
Water  and  Drainage  Syitem — Cottaget  for  Poor  People. 

The  Portuguese  Government  has  authorized  the  city  council  of 
Chaves  (Camara  Municipal,  Chaves)  to  contract  a  loan  of  120,000 
escudos  (about  $84,000)  for  the  improvement  of  the  water  and  drain- 
age system  of  the  municipalitjr  and  the  consbniction  of  low-priced 
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houses  which  may  be  used  by  poor  people.  The  town  is  in  the  north 
of  Portugal  and  has  been  famous  for  its  mineral  waters  for  more 
than  200  years. 

BVSSIA. 

[Consul  F.  WUlonshby  Smitb,  Batum,  Aug.  26.] 
Slaochterhoiue  and  Sefrirerator  Plant  for  the  Canoaiiis. 

According  to  the  Kavkaz  of  August  20, 1915,  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment has  decided  to  construct  a  large  slaughterhouse  and  refrigera- 
tor plant  in  the  Caucasus  at  either  Stavropol  or  Armavir.  American 
manufacturers  interested  should  communicate  in  Russian  with  the 
Glavnoe  Intendantskoe  Upravlenie,  Petrograd. 

The  demand  for  modem  machinery  for  slaughterhouses,  refrigera- 
tor plants,  and  cars  in  Russia  is  developing  rapidly.  American 
manufacturers  of  these  articles  are  advised  to  study  the  requirements 
of  the  Russian  market,  particularly  in  regard  to  language,  catalogues, 
quotntion  of  prices,  terms,  and  agencies. 

SPAIN. 

[Consul  Robertson  Hooey,  Uadrid,  Sept  8.] 
Bailway  ConstmotloiL 

The  Gaceta  de  Madrid  (official  organ  of  the  Spanish  Government) 
publishes  to-day  a  royal  decree  inviting  competition  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  drawings,  working  plans,  diagrams,  blue  prints,  etc.,  for  con- 
structing a  railway  between  Manacor  and  Arta,  Island  of  Majorca, 
Spain.  Conditions  of  the  comi>etition  are  annexed.  The  successful 
competitor  will  receive  preference  over  other  bidders  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  road  if  he  cares  to  bid  on  the  construction,  and,  in 
any  event,  he  receives  a  substantial  commission  on  the  expense  of  the 
construction.  The  competiti<Hi  closes  on  November  13, 1915. 

[Vice  Consul  Jose  M.  Gay,  Madrid.  Sept.  S.] 
Proposals  for  Concession  of  a  Ballway  from  Ferrol  to  Gljou. 

By  royal  order  the  "  Ministerie  de  Fomento  "  requests  bids  for  the 
concei^ion  of  a  strategical  railway  from  Giion  to  Ferrol,  with  a 
guarantee  of  6  per  cent  of  the  Government.  Tlie  details  and  speci- 
fications are  on  file  in  the  "  Ministerie  de  Fomento,  Seccion  de  Ferro- 
carriles,"  where  they  may  be  seen  and  to  which  proposals  should  be 
presented  before  November  19,  1915. 

BOX  APFECTS  ONTAEIO  POTATO  CROP. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnsou,  Kingston,  Canada,  Oct.  4.] 

Potato  rot  has  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  the  crop  yield  will  be  25  to  40  per  cent  less  than 
anticipated.  The  rot  was  caused  by  the  continued  wet  weather  this 
summer.  Low  lands  suffered  more  than  the  high  or  sandy  tracts,  but 
fnnn  various  source  comes  the  information  that  even  in  sandy  soil 
rot  is  quite  conspicuous. 

Ontario  potatoes  are  selling  to  the  retail  trade  at  SO  cents  a  bag 
(90  pounds)  and  New  Bnmswick  for  85  to  90  cents  a  bag,  with  the 
prospect  that  prices  will  advance  considerably  in  the  next  month  or 
two.  It  is  too  early  to  predict  what  potato  prices  will  be  a  month 
hence,  as  the  crop  is  just  being  dug  in  Ontario.  Toward  the  end  of 
October  a  year  ago  potatoes  were  selling  wholesale  for  65  to  70  cents. 
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AMEBICAIT  OIASSWABE  IN  THE  AZOHES. 

(Consul  Walter  B.  Sohuls,  St.  Michaels.  8«pt.  9.1 

A  hail  storm  which  struck  the  western  half  of  St.  Michaels  re- 
cently, causing  much  destruction  among  the  pineapple  hothouses  of 
that  section,  hixs  brought  to  light  a  shortage  in  local  glass  stocks. 
The  damage  done  is  estimated  at  $25,000,  representing  entirely 
broken  glass.  Every  pinery  suffered  more  or  less  loss,  some  losing  as 
much  as  10,000  panes.  The  glass  imported  for  this  purpose  usually 
measure  12  inches  square,  although  10  by  12  inch  panes  are  also  used. 

Glass  and  glassware  imports  by  the  Azores  range  from  $15,000  to 
$83,000  a  year  and  depend  largely  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  pine- 
apple industnr.  At  present  little  or  no  activity  exists  in  this  industry 
on  account  of  the  war,  and  import  statistics  probably  show  a  great 
decline  in  1915  importations,  as  new  pineries  are  not  being  built  for 
the  present.  The  storm  ravages,  however,  will  have  to  be  repaired, 
and  some  glass  importations  are  expected. 

At  present  Portugal  is  the  principal  source  of  supply,  but  there  is 
a  disposition  to  buy  in  other  markets.  Thus  orders  have  been  placed 
in  recent  years  in  other  markets.  In  1913  Portugal  sold  $83,373 
worth  of  glass  to  the  Azores,  or  practically  all  uswl  by  the  trade, 
including  glassware.  Last  year,  however,  out  of  a  total  of  $16,557 
in  imports  that  country  furnished  but  $10,310,  Germany  $X,394, 
United  States  $1,242,  and  Great  Britain  $588,  showing  that  inroads 
are  being  made  upon  this  item  of  Portuguese  trade.  The  trade  be- 
lieves that  foreign  glass  and  glassware  is  better  and  stronger  than 
the  Portuguese  product  and  although  the  tariff  ^ives  Portuguese 
producers  a  big  advantage  over  their  competitors  m  the  matter  of 
prices  the  fact  nevertheless  r^ains  that  the  local  trade  will  buy  in 
foreign  markets  whenever  it  can  possibly  do  so.  This  applies  espe- 
cially to  glassware,  among  which  should  be  mentioned  tumblers  and 
bottles.  The  American  imports  consisted  entirely  of  such  articles, 
despite  a  duty  of  20  reis  per  kilo  or  $0.64  per  100  pounds  on  bottles 
and  100  reis  per  kilo  or  $3.20  iwr  100  pounds  on  tumblers.  Thus  far, 
however,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  import  foreign  pressed 
glassware  (such  as  sold  in  5  and  10  cent  stores  in  the  United  States) 
on  account  of  the  tariff.  The  same  may  be  said  of  ordinary  window 
panes,  which  carry  a  duty  of  300  reis  per  kilo  or  $9.59  per  100  pounds. 
(1  kilo=2.2046  pounds,  1  milreis=l,000  reis=$0.705.) 

"While  the  glass  imports  have  been  greatly  affected  by  the  war  there 
is  little  doubt  but  that  the  trade  will  again  assume  a  more  or  less  im- 
portant position  in  the  trade  of  the  country,  especially  in  view  of 
the  large  investments  represented  by  the  oineries  in  the  island.  It 
is  not  l^lieved  that  these  investments  will  be  sacrificed.  To  the  con- 
trary, great  efforts  probably  will  be  made  to  lestore  the  pineapple 
industry  to  its  former  high  position  immediately  upon  the  conclusion 
of  peace  in  Europe. 

The  estimated  number  of  stock  hogs  in  the  United  States  on  Sep- 
tember 1  was  about  7.2  per  cent  more  than  on  the  corresponding  date 
last  year,  according  to  reports  made  to  the  Bureau  of  Crop  Estimates, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Figures  given  earlier  in 
the  year  showed  that  on  January  1,  1915,  the  total  number  of  swine 
on  farms  in  the  United  States  was  64,618,000,  valued  at  $637,479,000. 
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OFFOSTUNITIES  US  FASAOUAT. 

[Consul  Samael  namllton  Wiley,  ABandon,  Aog.  17.] 

Many  letters  are  received  at  the  Asuncion  consulate  containing 
inquiries  regarding  opportunities  for  Americans  in  Paraguay,  gen- 
erally as  to  opportunities  for  employment  or  the  prospects  of  a  man 
with  small  capital  in  agricultural  or  pastoral  pursuits. 

The  opportunities  for  employment  which  would  warrant  making 
the  long  and  expensive  journey  to  Paraguay  are,  even  during  the 
most  favorable  times,  very  limited.  The  field  of  unskilled  labor  is 
out  of  the  question,  as  an  American  could  not  live  on  the  wages  paid 
to  native  laborers,  with  whom  he  would  be  in  competition.  The 
greater  number  of  the  English-speaking  population  in  Paraguay  are 
employed  bv  the  railway  or  the  tramway  company.  The  positions 
in  either  of  these  companies  which  would  warrant  coming  out  to 
Paraguay  are  in  nearly  every  case  filled  by  men  brought  from  Eng- 
land or  the  Argentine  Republic  under  contract.  Both  of  these  com- 
panies have  for  some  time  been  reducing  their  working  forces. 

The  cattle  business  offers  practically  no  field  for  employment  to 
foreigners.  One  large  cattle  company  brought  to  this  country  a  num- 
b«*  of  cattlemen  from  the  United  States ;  the  experiment,  however, 
was  not  a  succ^  the  methods  and  conditions  of  the  cattle  business 
here  being  so  diflferent  from  those  in  the  United  States  that  native 
labor  was  found  to  be  cheaper  and  more  satisfactory.  A  concrete 
example  of  the  scarcity  of  employment  for  foreigners  at  present  in 
Paraguay  is  found  in  the  fact  that  practically  every  day  this  con- 
sulate is  visited  by  Americans  of  long  experience  in  the  country  who 
are  seeking  employment  of  any  description  to  tide  them  over  this 
period  of  industrial  inactivity. 
So  Opportunities  for  a  Kan  With  Small  Capital 

Paraguay  in  its  present  state  of  development  does  not  offer  a 
favoraWe  field  for  the  man  with  small  capital.  In  mercantile  circles 
tiiere  is  already  an  overabundance  of  small  merchants  in  practically 
every  line.  The  present  crisis  will  probably  result  in  the  failure  of 
many  of  these  small  traders. 

Agriculture  is  as  yet  in  such  an  undeveloped  state  that  the  man 
with  small  capital  would  have  a  difficult  time  to  make  a  bare  living. 
There  is  practically  no  cleared  ground  for  sale.  Implements  for 
clearing  and  developing  are  costly  and  labor  is  inefficient  and  uncei*- 
tain.  The  lack  of  transportation  facilities  from  one  point  to  another 
in  the  Republic  and  the  costly  freight  rates  to  markets  without  the 
Republic  constitute  difficulties  that  would  prove  serious  to  the  set- 
tler with  small  capital  engaged  in  either  agriculture  or  cattle  raising, 
for  it  renders  him  dependent  on  the  local  market  for  the  disposition 
of  his  products. 

There  is  no  Government  land  available  for  settlement,  neither  is 
there  any  open  cattle  range  for  grazing  purposes.  Land  must  be 
bought  or  rented.  In  the  case  of  cattle  raising  the  land  must  be 
fenced.  It  is  estimated  by  cattlemen  here  that  cattle  raising  can  not 
be  carried  on  profitably  on  less  than  a  league  of  land  (the  Paraguayan 
league  contains  4,633^  acres).  A  league  of  land  will  furnish  pastur- 
age for  500  to  800  head  of  cattle.  Land  prices  run  from  $7,000  to 
$16,000  per  league.  Steers  are  worth,  per  head,  approximately  $25, 
oxen  $30,  cows  $15,  bulla  $25  to  $80. 
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NEW  OOVEBITMEKT  FtTBLICATIOira. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  October  2  the  fol- 
lowing new  United  States  Government  publications  of  a  business 
character,  which  he  will  sell-  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Fituincial  Devetopmenta  in  South  American  Countriea,  Special  Agents  Series 
103,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — Ck>verlng  the  financial  con- 
ditions of  Argentina,  Brazil,  Bolivia,  Chile,  Peru,  and  Uruguay,  1914-lOlQ. 
Price,  B#. 

Soil  Reconmissa}tce  in  Alaska,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Agricultural  Possi- 
bilities. — Comprehensive  work  on  soil  and  agricultural  features  of  Alaslm, 
covering  Cook  Iiilet-Susltna,  the  Yukon-Tannna,  and  the  Copper  River  re^ons, 
with  many  illustrations  and  maps.  Price,  35^. 

Miners'  Wash  and  Change  Houses,  Mines  Bureau  Tectmlcal  Paper  116. — 
Practical  information  relative  to  the  construction,  location,  fitting,  etc 
Price,  10^. 

Use  of  Loic-Orade  Fuel  in  Europe,  Mines  Bureau  Technical  Paper  123. — 
Embracing  the  utilizutiou  of  liigh-n.sh  coals,  wood  refuse,  powdered  fuel,  etc. 
Price,  10^. 

Viscosity  of  Porcelain  Bodies  Sigh  in  Feldspar,  Standards  Bureau  Tech- 
nologic Paiiei-  50. — Technical  worlc  covcrtng  testa  of  viscosity,  with  cfHuparatlre 

tables.   Price,  D?. 

Use  of  Sodium  Salts  in  Purification  of  Clays  and  in  Casting  Process,  Stand- 
ards Bureau  Technologic  Paper  Technical  work  covering  effect  of  alkalies, 
electrical  separation,  functions  of  the  alkalies,  viscosity  of  clay  mixtures,  ten- 
sile strength,  etc.  Price,  15^. 

Difference  in  Weight  Jtetween  Raw  and  Clean  Wools,  Standards  Bureau 
Technologic  Paper  57. — Covering  shrinkage,  sampling,  weighing,  commercial 
process,  etc.,  with  comparative  tables.  Price,  5^. 

Teaching  of  Communltg  CivU:s,  Education  Bureau  Bulletin  23,  1815,  re- 
print.— Interesting  work  on  teaching  of  civics,  prepared  by  Special  Committee 
of  the  Commission  on  Reoigauizatlon  of  Secondary  Education.  Price,  10^. 

Uses  of  Commercial  Woods  of  the  United  States,  Part  1,  Cedars,  Cypresses, 
and  Sequoias,  Forest  Service  Bulletin  O.'i,  reprint. — Covering  definition  of 
physical  properties  of  wood,  and  dlsciistilous  on  uses  of  cedars,  cypresses,  and 
sequoias.   Price,  10^. 

Enforcement  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Rules  and  Refrulations  for.  Agri- 
culture Department  Circular  21,  new  edition. — Covering  text  of  the  original  law, 
with  all  amendments  to  date  and  regulations  of  tlie  department.  Price.  5^. 

Nitrogen  Processed  Fertilisers,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  158,  re- 
print.— Covering  types  of  processed  fertilizers,  chemical  examination,  with  dis- 
cussion.  Price.  5^. 

Production  of  Sulphuric  Acid  and  the  Proposed  New  Method  of  Manufacture, 
Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  283. — Covering  methods  of  manufacture,  fac- 
tory considerations,  etc.  Price,  10^. 

Strength  Tests  of  Structural  Timbers  Treated  by  Commercial  Wood-Pre- 
serving Processes,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  280. — Summai-y  giving 
objects  of  the  tests,  material  tested,  methods  of  treatment,  and  resulta  Price,  at. 

Game  Laws  for  J915 — A  Summary  of  Uie  Provisions  Relating  to  Seasons,  Ex- 
port, Sale,  Limits,  and  I^iconses,  Farmers*  Bulletin  682. — Uives  the  salient 
features  of  the  game  laws  of  the  various  States,  with  the  Federal  statute  for 
the  protection  of  migratory  birds.  Price,  5^. 


Specialists  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  have 
produced  a  new  and  simple  device  for  sampling  grain,  seeds,  and 
other  material.  Its  purpose  is  to  secure  a  reliable  sample  from  a 
larger  portion  of  the  material  to  be  examined  than  would  be  possible 
otherwise.  The  principle  is  the  distribution,  b^  gravity,  of  the 
material  to  be  sampled  over  a  cone  which  is  provided  with  separate 
ducts  in  a  way  to  issure  thorough  mixture  of  the  grain. 
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c.  I.  F.  airoTATions  fob  HoiraEONa 

[Conaol  OeneiKl  George  BE.  Aadenon,  HoDgkonv,  Aug.  29.] 

The  unwillingness  of  American  exporters  to  meet  the  customs  and 
needs  of  Hongkong  and  other  Far  Eastern  ports  in  the  matter  of 
c.  i.  f.  quotations  for  goods  is  costing  snch  exporters  a  very  material 
share  of  the  business  now  being  placed  in  almost  all  lines.  Such 
quotations  for  Hongkong  are  almost  a  necessity  from  the  nature  of 
the  trade.  The  great  mass  of  imports  of  goods  of  all  classes  into 
Hongkong  is  handled  on  nhat  amounts  practically  to  a  commission 
basis.  A  foreign  import  house  places  an  order  abroad  on  the  basis 
of  an  order  from  Chinese  buyers  here.  To  secure  such  order  from  the 
Chinese  buyers  the  foreign  house  usually  finds  it  necessary  to  name 
to  the  Chinese  buyer  a  definite  fixed  price  so  that  the  buyer  will 
know  exactly  what  his  purchase  will  cost  him  in  Hongkong. 

Manifestly  it  is  impracticable,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  foreign 
importer  here  to  estimate  accurately  freight  and  other  expenses 
from  the  American  factory  to  the  seaboard,  even  where  ocean 
freights  are  known  in  advance,  and  usually  the  actual  freight  can 
not  be  definitely  known,  since  the  size  and  nature  of  the  packages 
or  cases  containing  the  goods  can  not  be  known  in  advance.  Quota- 
tions f.  o.  b.  at  the  factory,  therefore,  mean  that  the  Hongkong  im- 
porter shall  not  only  allow  for  the  cost  of  the  goods  at  the  factory 
and  for  such  freight  and  other  expenses  as  can  be  ascertained  but  it 
means  also  that  a  liberal  margin  shall  be  added  to  such  cost  and  as' 
certained  exp^ises  to  cover  imlaiown  expenses  which  can  not  be  ac- 
curately foreseen  or  ascertained  in  advance.  Even  in  the  f.  o.  b. 
quotations  commonly  given  by  American  exporters  differences  have 
arisen  in  that  some  American  manufacturers  and  expoi'ters  have 
held  f .  o.  b.  to  mean  "  prices  delivered  at  seaboard  "  with  all  transfer 
and  other  expenses  attending  loading  to  be  paid  by  the  importer 
here  instead  of  meaning  delivery  on  board  the  steamer. 

It  is  much  more  practicable  from  every  standpoint  that  the  ex- 
porter ascertain  and  include  in  his  quotations  the  cost  of  the  goods 
at  their  destination ;  and,  aside  from  its  practicability,  this  me^od 
suits  the  necessities  of  trade  here  from  other  standj^oints.  A  recent 
large  order  for  glass  was  placed  in  Great  Britain  instead  of  in  the 
United  States  by  a  Hongkong  firm  solely  because  the  foreign  im- 
porter here  was  in  a  position  to  quote  a  final  complete  and  acceptable 
price  on  the  Knglish  glass,  while  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  indicate 
what  the  American  glass  would  cost,  though,  from  the  f.  o.  b.  quota- 
tion had,  it  would  have  probably  cost  less  than  the  English  product. 
After  long  experience  with  traders  of  various  nations,  Chinese  deal- 
ers here  insist  upon  a  fixed  final  price  for  goods  they  purchase. 
They  can  judge  of  possible  trade  for  them  with  their  clientele  among 
native  dealers  and  consumers  here  only  when  they  can  know  the 
actual  cost  in  local  currency,  and  this  is  practicable  only  on  the  basis 
of  a  definite  price  fixed  at  the  time  the  order  is  given. 


A  tallowwood  tree  42  feet  in  circumference  at  the  base  has  been 
left  standing  near  Wingham,  New  South  Wales.  The  timber  re- 
sources and  sawmilling  operations  in  that  part  of  Australia  were 
described  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  April  22,  1913. 
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CONCRETE  BESITITS  OF  TRADE-EXTENSION  WORE. 

tCooBul  Lester  Maynard,  Amoy,  China.] 

The  European  war  has  created  a  situation  which  has  made  it  pos- 
sible to  introduce  new  lines  of  American  goods  into  the  Amoy  con- 
sular district.  The  most  important  direct  results  of  the  recent  efforts 
of  this  consulate  to  extend  trade  have  been  in  placing  a  local  German 
firm  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  This 
firm  formerly  was  the  agent  of  a  European  condensed-milk  company 
and  had  created  a  considerable  demand  for  the  European  article. 
Upon  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Europe  the  agency  was  taken 
from  it  and  a  branch  house  established  for  supplying  milk  to  this 
district.  Through  a  trade  opportunity  transmitted  by  the  Amoy 
consulate  the  firm  has  secured  the  agency  for  an  American  brand,  and 
there  is  every  possibility  of  its  being  able  to  hold  its  old  trade  and 
supply  its  former  customers  with  American  milk. 

Members  of  the  German  firm  referred  to  have  also  availed  them- 
selves of  the  catalogues  and  trade  directories  in  this  consulate  and 
are  in  communication  with  New  York  houses  regarding  chemical 
fertilizers,  piece  goods,  thread,  and  dyes. 

Amerlcaa  Tin  Plate,  Laundry  HacUnery,  and  Frovislons. 

A  trade  opportimity  on  tin  has  resulted  in  an  Amoy  tinning  com- 
pany making  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the  Shanghai  office  of 
an  American  steel -products  company  and  it  is  now  using  American 
tin  in  the  manufacture  of  cans.  As  the  local  plant  uses  about  5,000 
boxes  of  tin  per  annum  this  gain  is  important. 

On  April  29,  1914,  a  trade  opportunity  was  forwarded  advising 
that  the  Hope  and  Wilhelmina  Hospitals  required  certain  machinery. 
[This  was  published  as  Trade  Opportunity  13207,  in  Daily  Consular 
and  Trade  Reports  for  June  13, 1914.]  The  physician  in  charge  now 
states  that  from  the  catalogues  received  and  as  a  result  of  the  trade 
opportunity  one  boiler,  one  engine,  one  washing  machine,  and  one 
drying  machine  have  been  ordered,  and  that  if  these  articles  prove 
satisfactory  further  orders  will  be  placed  from  the  catalogues  on 
hand. 

As  a  result  of  changed  conditions  due  to  the  European  war  it  has 
been  possible  to  make  considerable  headway  in  the  introduction  of 
American  provisions  of  various  kinds  into  the  Amoy  district.  By 
the  distribution  of  catalogues  and  price  lists  and  by  explaining  to 
retailers  the  advantages  of  direct  importations  several  orders  hava 
bcCTi  placed,  principally  in  San  Francisco,  for  goods  of  this  de- 
scription. 

Attracting:  Hercliants  to  Catalogue  IJbrary. 

Various  methods  have  been  tried  at  this  consulate  to  attract  mer- 
chants to  its  catalogue  library.  Formerly  a  detailed  index  of  cata- 
logues on  file  was  printed  annually  and  copies  supplied  to  all  who 
might  be  interested,  but  the  results  did  not  justify  tne  expense,  as  the 
index  was  either  lost  by  the  merchant  or  not  thought  of  at  the  time 
when  he  desired  to  purchase  goods. 

A  new  method  is  now  being  tried.  Upon  receipt  of  a  new  cata- 
logue a  circular  letter  is  forwarded  to  the  firms  likely  to  be  interested, 
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in  the  hope  of  bringing  a  representative  to  the  consulate,  so  that 
various  catalogues  may  he  shown  and  explained  to  him.  This  method 
has  just  been  introduced,  and  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  it  will 
prove  successful  or  not  Whenever  possible  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
this  consulate  is  sent  with  a  new  catalogue,  to  show  it  to  the  mer- 
chants who  might  become  interested,  but  as  the  staff  is  much  over- 
worked there  is  little  time  to  systematically  carry  out  this  method, 
and,  in  addition,  it  is  always  better  to  get  the  merchant  to  visit  the 
catalogue  library,  where  it  is  almost  certain  his  requiremoits  can 
be  met. 

CoiqpeTatiiifl;  With  the  ConinUr  Serriw. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  parts  of  trade-extension  work  is  tlie  failure 
of  the  American  manufacturer  or  exporter  or  his  distributing  ag^t 
abroad  to  notify  the  consul  of  the  placing  of  agencies  or  of  the  sale 
of  goods  as  a  result  of  a  trade  opportunity  "  emanating  from  his 
office.  Tlie  apparent  indifference  of  the  exporter  after  lie  has  se- 
cured one  order  and  his  failure  to  advise  the  consulate  make  it  diffi- 
cult for  the  consul  to  know  whether  or  not  he  is  approaching  the 
problem  in  the  right  manner;  and  it  is  usually  by  chance  and  m  an 
indirect  way  that  he  learns  of  success,  and  sometimes  long  after  the 
transaction  is  closed.  This  gives  him  little  or  no  opportunity  to  fol- 
low up  his  initial  efforts.  A  little  cooperation  would  not  alone  greatly 
encourage  the  officer  but  would  show  him  the  weakness  or  strength  of 
his  methods  and  would  enable  him  to  follow  the  successful  lines  to 
the  gain  of  American  exporters. 


HEW  SB7  BOCK  F0&  BOTTESDAX. 

[Consul  General  S.  LIstoe,  Rotterdam,  Netherlands,  Sept.  13.] 

An  automatic  dry  dock,  built  by  the  Netherlands  Shipbuilding  Co., 
of  Amsterdam,  for  the  Wilton  s  Machine  Works  &  Shipbuilding 
Yard,  at  Rotterdam,  arrived  here  a  few  days  ago.  As  the  dock 
was  too  bulky  to  pass  the  locks  of  the  North  Sea  Canal,  it  has  be^ 
built  on  land  at  Schellingwoude,  outside  the  Orange  Locks,  and 
after  completion  it  was  towed  to  Rotterdam  by  way  of  the  Zuider  Zee, 
past  Helder. 

The  dock  consists  of  three  sections,  coupled  together  and  admit- 
ting of  being  uncoupled.  Its  end  sections  are  pointed.  It  has 
eight  water-tight  cross  bulkheads,  three  water-tight  bulkheads 
lengthwise,  ana  four  water-tight  coupling  bulkheads,  constituting  the 
two  coupling  chambers.  The  dock  will  be  provided  with  three 
mtfin  pumps  of  90  horsepower  each,  able  to  work  c<Hnbined  or 
separately.  Besides  these  there  will  be  three  wash  pumps,  each 
provided  with  a  motor  of  85  horsepower.  All  pumps  are  of  the 
centrifugal  type  with  vertical  axle. 

The  pumps  are  to  be  worked  from  a  service  building  on  the  deck 
of  the  air  compartment  of  the  middle  section  of  the  dock.  Here 
are  also  the  mam  switchboard,  the  water  indicator,  and  the  air  com- 
pressor with  motor. 

The  new  dock  has  a  lifting  capacity  of  12,500  to  13,000  tons,  and 
can  acofflnmodate  ships  measuring  up  to  13,000  registered  tons. 
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PROPOSALS  FOB  OOVEBmoSn'  StrPFUES  Aim  COKSTBUCnOV. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  wltb  the  oOlces  nnraed,  and  Bpeclflcatlons  can  osiullr 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tbc  goods  arc  to  bo  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
ther  sbonld  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  recelre  noUcea  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Medical  supplies.  No.  2697.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelred  at  tbe  Field 
Medical  Supply  Depot.  21  M  Street  NR,  Washington.  D.  C.  until  October 
20.  1915,  for  fumlEdilng  and  delivering  10,000  spools  zinc  adhesive  plaster, 
500  canvas  covers,  and  200  foldli^  stools. 

BhipbuUAing  ways.  No.  2698. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until  'Sovesaber 
13,  1915,  for  shipbuilding  ways  and  roadway  to  building  ways  at  the  navy 
yard,  Charleston,  S.  C.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of  the 
navy  yard  named. 

HulU,  No.  2699. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse  inspector, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  until  Octol)er  25, 1915,  for  furnishing  two  motor-boat  hulls. 
Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  be  bad  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2700. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  general  purchasing  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C.  until  October  20, 1915.  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges, 
on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Oannl 
Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmos  of  Panama,  the  following  articles:  PDenmatIc 
hoUts,  hydraulic  Jacks,  magnetic  chucks,  spring  steei,  pig  Iron,  pig  lead, 
malleable-iron  castings,  bronze  bars,  nails,  twist  drills,  reamers,  pipe 
wrenches  and  parts,  gongs,  water-closets,  building  brick,  flre  brick.  Are  clay, 
foundry  clay,  silica  grit,  silica  sand,  thumb  tacks,  mucilage,  wrapping  paper, 
blue-print  paper,  putty,  sal  soda,  coal  tar,  sal  ammoniac,  carbon  bisulphide, 
fish  oil,  alcohol,  varnish,  Unseed  oU,  Japan  drier,  shellac,  white  zinc,  red 
lead,  white  lead,  lampblack,  and  paints.   Circular  No.  076. 

Construction  work.  No.  2701. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  18. 191B,  for  the  extension,  remodeling,  etc.,  of  the  United  States 
post  office  at  Boise.  Idaho.  Drawli^a  and  spedflcattons  may  be  obtained 
from  the  custodian  at  Boise  or  from  the  Washington  office. 

Medical  supplies.  No.  2702.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street.  New  York  Caty, 
until  October  IS,  1015,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  that  de^t  GOO  cases 
of  toilet  paper  and  72  rolling  invalid  chairs. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2703. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C., 
until  October  18,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon,  Balboa,  Canal  Zone 
(Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  P.mama,  the  following  articles:  Frames  and 
covers  for  flooding  and  sluice  valves,  circular  steel  stairways,  crane  runways, 
ladders  and  cutter  heads  for  dredge,  switch  points,  frogs.  cast-Iron  face 
and  floor  plates,  lathe,  upright  drill,  switchboards,  ^-oltiuctcr,  steel  cable, 
barbed  wire,  steel  or  Iron  pipe,  copper  tubing,  bi-onze-wlrc  cloth,  wire  staples, 
rivets  and  burrs,  chisels,  blacksmith  flatters,  Qlcs,  bhtcksmitb  punches, 
hammers,  hatchets,  saws,  saw  blades,  scythe  blades,  tinner's  sheni-s,  taps, 
reamers,  stocks  and  dies,  drills,  bits,  vises,  carpenter's  braces,  portable 
forges,  wrenches,  snaths,  oars,  oarlocks,  rakes,  fusible  plugs,  marine  clocks, 
steam  gauges,  water  gauges,  steam  whistles^nutomobile  belts,  marine  lights, 
steam-gauge  lamps,  oil  cups,  grease  cups,  wlndoiv  class,  water  coolers,  china- 
ware,  agate  cups  and  pitchers,  glass  pitchers,  drinking  glasses.  c:ike  griddles, 
soup  siKions,  door  mats,  towels,  cork  board,  leather  fillets,  asbestos  ccnicnt, 
rubber  bands,  paper  clips,  peiudls,  bond  paper,  and  lumber.   Circular  No. 

Hoisting  cnffinc.  No.  2704. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Insi)ector,  Tompkinsville,  N.  Y.,  until  October  25,  1015,  for  furnishing  a 
four-drum,  double-cylinder  hoisting  engine  for  United  States  Hothouse 
tender  Larkspur.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  on  aM>Hcatlon  to 
the  above-named  office. 
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Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  2705.— Senled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Parchasinfi  Officer  of  the  Pnnanm  Canal,  Washingtoo, 
D.  O.,  until  November  4.  1915.  for  furnishing  fuel  oil,  by  steamer,  free  of 
all  charges,  at  either  Cristobal  (Atlantic  iK)rt)  or  Tort  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Circular  No.  077. 

Vault,  No.  2706. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  office  of  the  Super- 
vising Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washinston,  D.  C,  until  Novem- 
ber 2, 1915,  for  the  removal  of  the  old  and  installation  of  a  new  vault  door 
and  tlie  enlargement  of  the  vault  (iucluding  the  Installation  of  lining 
plates,  metal  vault  wjulpoieut,  and  electric  conduits  and  wiring)  opening 
into  the  cashier's  room.  In  the  Unltetl  States  post  oflice  nt  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Copies  of  drawings,  specifications,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
Washington  office  or  to  the  custodian  of  the  building  in  Buffalo.  ' 


PAPUAN  on.  WELLS. 

Writing  from  the  Vailal  oil  fields  to  the  Department  of  External 
Affairs  on  July  21,  the  Australian  Commonwealth  Government  oil 
expert  (Dr.  Wade)  gives  details  of  a  quantity  of  oil  obtained  from 
the  Papuan  wells,  which  he  had  sent  to  ±*ort  Moresby  for  dispatch  to 
Helboume. 

Dr.  Wade  states  that  he  has  sent  60  gallons,  obtained  from  the 
Cypher  bore,  which  is  equal  to  the  contents  of  two  American  barrels. 
This  might  be  considered  as  the  first  actual  shipment  of  oil  from  the 
territory  of  Papua  or  British  New  Guinea.  The  plans  for  develop- 
ing the  petroleum  deposits  in  Papua  were  fully  described  in  Com- 
MERGE  Reports  for  March  4, 1915. 

UHEHFLOTHEXT  HT  HOIX&ND. 

[CoQBul  Frank  W.  Ifsbin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Sept.  IT.] 

According  to  local  press  reports  just  published  on  unemployment  in 
tiiis  country  on  August  1,  rendered  by  32  trade  societies^  the  number 
of  workless  people  was  9,893,  a  leduction  from  10^538  July  1.  This 
reduction  was  almost  entirely  in  the  diamond-working  trade. 

The  number  of  unemploved  in  all  these  trades  was  19,387  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  1914.  The  number  has  gradually  decreased  each  follow- 
insmonth. 

The  percentage  of  unemployment  ranges  from  nothing  up  to  59  in 
these  trades,  the  average  being  around  20. 

COTTON  ZH  THE  OATTOASITS. 

[Consul  F.  WUIoushby  Smith,  Bntum,  Russia,  Sept.  7.] 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Tiflis  reports  that  from  January  1 
to  June  1,  1915,  144,450  bales  (of  500  pounds)  of  raw  cotton  were 
idiipped  from  the  Caucasus  to  central  Russia.  The  raw  cotton  re- 
maining in  the  Caucasus  is  estimated  at  7,225  bales  (of  500  pounds). 
Owing  to  unfavorable  climatic  conditions  the  quality  is  below  the 
average. 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  Tork,  Boom  409  TTslted  Statet  Cnstomlioase;  Boston,  762  Oliver  Building; 
CUcago,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  ITational  Bank  Buildins:; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Balldln^;  Sew  Orleans,  1020  Hlbernla  Bank  Building;  San 
TranciBCO,  306  United  States  Cnatomhonse;  Seattle,  933  Alaska  BoUding.  Cooper- 
atlve  branch  offlcei:  ClcTeland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  I.oa  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce; 
Philadelphia,  Ohaaber  of  Commeroe. 
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FOKEiaH  TRADE  OFFOBTUJIITIES. 

[Where  addresses  arc  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  BKreas  at  lU  bninefc 

O  flic  en.] 

Valves,  No.  18702. — A  firm  In  Burmn  Infonns  an  American  consular  officer  that 
it  wishes  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
valves.  Catalogue  aud  full  Information  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Coloring  materials,  No.  18703.~A  business  man  In  the  United  States  writes  the 
Department  of  Commerce  that  one  of  his  correspondents  In  India  desires 
to  commnnlcate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  matwials 
to  be  used  In  coloring  yarn. 

Rubber  goods,  electrical  supplies,  etc.  No.  18704.— An  American  consular  officer 
In  India  reports  that  a  company  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  com- 
munication with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  rubber  surgical 
and  medical  goods,  electrical  supplies,  such  as  lamps,  globes,  shades, 
brackets,  fixtures,  fans,  etc.  It  Is  explained  that  cheap  goods  are  generally- 
popular  In  that  district.  The  firm  will  arrange  to  pay  cash  against  shipping 
documents  forwarded  through  the  foreign  banks.  Correspondence  may  be 
In  English. 

Lamps,  patent  medieines,  etc.,  No.  18705. — A  wholesale  and  retail  merchant  la 
Africa  writes  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  cata- 
logues and  full  laformation  relative  to  lamps,  patent  medicines,  shears  and 
scissors,  wire  nails,  etc.  Quotations  are  desired  c  1.  f.  destination.  If  pos- 
sible. Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Wood,  No.  18706. — A  firm  In  tlie  United  States  writes  the  Bureau  that  one  oC 
Its  correspondents  In  the  Netherlands  desires  to  represent  American  ex- 
porters of  mahognay,  walnut,  oak,  satin  walnut,  cypress,  pitch  pine,  maide, 
etc 

Waterproof  paper,  roofing  materials,  etc.,  No.  18707. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Burma  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  In  his  district 
which  desires  to  i-ecelvo  full  information  relative  to  a  sole  agency  tor  the 
sale  of  waterproof  paper,  roofing  materials,  etc.  Prices  should  be  made 
c.  1.  f.  destination. 

Enamel  powder.  No.  18708. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Siberia  transmits 
a  letter  from  a  business  man  la  bis  district  who  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  enamel  (powder  and 
ground)  for  making  Iron-enameled  signs*  Samples  of  the  material  desired 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  ofilces.  (Refer  to  file  66680.) 
Tlie  man  requests  that  a  sample  lot  of  100  kilos  each  of  powder  and  ground 
enamel  be  sent  nt  once.  He  Is  willing  to  make  the  necessary  deposit  to 
cover  the  cost  of  such  samples. 

Cigarette  paper,  No.  18709.— An  Am«>Icttn  consular  ofAeer  in  India  reports  that 
a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  of  curette  paper. 

Sulphate  of  barium.  No.  18710. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  D^rtment  of 
Commerce  in  France  re^rts  that  a  professional  man  In  Spain  desires  to 
communicate  with  American  firms  which  are  Interested  In  the  devel<qiment 
of  deposits  of  sulpliatc  of  barium. 

Olue,  Na  18711. — ^Tlio  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  In 
Cuba  who  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  ^ae 
made  from  collecterl  refuse. 

Galvanized-iron  pipe  and  cement.  No.  18712. — An  American  consular  officer  la 
Brazil  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  obtain  catalogues  and 
full  information  relative  to  golvanized-lron  pipe  aad  cement. 

Chemicals  and  dyes.  No.  18713.— A  firm  In  India  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  thnt  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  commnnicatlon  with  American  manu- 
factures and  exporters  of  chemicals  and  dyes. 

Pork,  No.  18714.— The  Bureau  has  received  a  letter  from  a  firm  In  British 
Oulana  expressing  Its  desire  to  establish  conaectlons  with  American  packers 
of  fatback  pork. 
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SPEGIAI  iroODS  HEEDED  DT  SPAIN. 

[Cablegram  from  tfce  American  Consulate,  Seville,  Oct.  8.1 

There  is  a  sdiortage  here  of  knitted  and  cotton  gloves,  metal  dress 
fasteners,  and  rubber  overshoes. 


AKEBICAK  CANKED  TOUATOES  DT  EKOLAND. 

[Cooanl  Homer  H.  Bylngton,  Leeds,  Sept  16.1 

Owing  to  war  conditions,  difficulties  have  arisen  in  securing  the 
supplies  of  canned  tomatoes  and  puree  usunlly  obtained  from  Italy, 
and  of  late  large  quantities  of  these  American  ^oods  have  been  no- 
ticed in  the  Leeds  grocery  stores.  Inquiries  indicate  that  they  have 
not  been  imported  direct,  but  have  been  secured  from  large  import- 
ing houses  in  Liverpool,  Good  sales  are  reported,  and  tliere  is  no 
doubt  but  that  there  wiH  be  a  continued  steady  market  in  Leeds  for 
these  products. 

[A  list  of  Leeds  wliolmile  Jiropers  mny  bo  hnU  upon  nppllcntlon  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Us  branch  offices.  ICefer  to  file  No. 
ee037.]   

TBAirCE  KEOtTLATES  SALE  OF  FROZEN  KEAT. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Veditz,  American  Embaaey,  Paris,  Sept.  11.1 

In  order  to  regulate  the  sale  of  frozen  meat  in  Paris,  the  Prefect 
of  Police  has  decided  that  imported  frozen  meat,  placed  in  cold 
storage  under  the  direction  of  the  Bourse  du  Commerce,  can  be 
sold  only  after  examination  by  the  veterinary  inspectors,  and  when 
sold  must  bear  a  stamp  indicating  that  the  meat  is  imported  frozen 
meat. 

Every  piece  of  frozen  meat  thus  imported,  weighing  more  than 
3  kilos  (6.61  pounds),  must  bear  a  ticket  with  the  required  inscrip- 
tion; and  all  invoices  for  the  meat,  whether  wholesale  or  retail,  must 
legibly  specify  the  net  weight,  nature,  and  price  })er  kilo  of  the  gofxis 
sold.  AUmeatmustbelab^ed  by  retail  butchers,  indicating  the  price, 
nw— u  177 
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eitEEK  IHFOBTS  OF  AXEBICAS  WHEAT  AHD  FIOUS. 

[Vice  CoDsul  Alfred  R.  Thomson,  Salonlkl,  Sopt.  8.] 

The  Salonild  wheat  market  is  now  being  supplied  almost  entirely 
by  the  United  States.  Comparative  statistics  showing  tlie  importa- 
tion of  this  cereal  at  Saloniki  during  the  first  six  months  of  1914= 
and  1915  show  that  of  a  total  of  5,105.7  metric  tons  (1  ton=2,204.6 
poimds)  imported  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  year,  4,781.2 
tons  were  of  American  origin.  Attention  is  also  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  importation  of  wheat  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  cur- 
rent year  was  less  than  one-half  of  the  amount  imported  in  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1914.  The  amounts  for  the  corresponding 
periods  of  the  two  years  are : 


Countries  of  origin. 


January- 
United  StAtflS. 
Old  Greece  

February- 
Italy   

United  States. 


Marcti 
United  States. 

KDumanla — 
United  Slat«s. 
OldGreeoa... 
Turkey  


1914 


3fetrk  Umt. 


0.4 


7,465.0 


1916 


Uetrktont. 


106.  S 
26.0 


1,243.1 
14.6 

1,636.0 


304. 8 

ta.7 


CoontricB  of  origin. 


May- 
Turkey   

Roumanla  

United  States. 
Old  Greece.... 

June— 

Bulfnria  

Bussia  

United  Btates. 


Total. 


1914 


Metric  lom. 

0.B 
1,887.5 


68.7 
1,599.3 


ii,a3.4 


1916 


MOriclomt. 


me 

31.7 


1,510.9 


5,1».7 


Large  Importatioa  of  American  Flour. 

There  is  a  large  importation  of  American  flour  in  this  market. 
During  the  first  six  months  of  1915  the  United  States  supplied  6,390 
metric  tons  of  the  total  of  7,341.3  tons  of  flour  received  at  this  port. 
(One  metric  ton=2,204.6  jpoimds.) 

During  the  corresponding  period  of  1914  the  United  States  sup- 
plied this  market  with  only  712  metric  tons  of  flour,  out  of  a  total 
importation  of  8,062.8  tons.  The  flour  was  imported  chiefly  from 
Germany,  Italy,  Roumania,  and  Bulgaria.  The  amounts  for  1915  by 
months  are : 


Countries  of  origin. 


Flour 
imports. 


Cotmtrlcs  of  o^^in. 


Flonr 
ImpoTts. 


Countries  ofoflxln. 


Flour 
Imports. 


Xanuary— 
United  States.... 

^^neoe'l"!"'. 

Febniaty- 
UnltM  States.... 

reecB  


S75.8 
678.0 
17.3 


1,847.4 
85.6 
42.9 


March- 

United  States.... 

O  ~  * 

April- 
United  States 

O^Oneoel'.l 


Ifetric  tons. 

986.3 
77.6 
24.3 


1,666.6 
45.1 
27.8 


Hay- 

UdIIocI  States.... 

recce  

June- 
United  States .... 
Egypt  

Total  


Metric  Ions. 

1,233.7 
17.0 
«t.O 

383.3 

3i.a 


7,au.3 


THE  EAILWATS  OF  PERU. 

Consul  General  William  W.  Handlev,  of  Callao,  has  transrnitted 
a  300-page  history  of  the  railways  of  Peru.  The  book,  which  is 
printed  in  the  Spani^  language,  is  replete  with  maps  and  photo- 
graphs and  describes  in  detail  the  railway  development  of  that  Re- 
public up  to  1908.  The  volume  may  be  seen  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  ofBces; 
refer  to  file  No.  66711. 
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WELSH  COAL  XDIEBS  GET  INCKEASED  WAGES. 

[Vice  Conrol  WUU&m  I*.  Jenkins,  Swansea,  Sept  15.] 

The  independent  chairman  of  the  South  Wales  coal  conciliation 
board,  on  September  14,  1915,  gave  his  decision  on  the  applicaticoi 
of  the  South  Wales  Miners'  Federation  for  an  increase  in  tne  wage 
rate.  The  miners  applied  for  a  12.5  per  cent  advance,  and  the  mine 
owners  made  a  counteroffer  of  5  per  cent.  As  the  parties  were 
imable  to  agree,  the  independent  chairman  was  called  in  for  a  decid- 
ing vote.   He  granted  the  workmen  their  full  demands. 

The  existing  percentages  were  18^  above  the  new  1915  standard 
(see  Commerce  Reports  of  Aug.  19,  1915,  p.  886),  or  72.5  per 
cent  above  the  old  1879  standard.  The  recent  award  will  make 
the  existing  wages  30if  per  cent  above  the  new,  or  96J  per  cent  above 
the  old  standard.  This  means  that  the  workmen  will  be  paid  at 
the  rate  of  36J  per  cent  in  excess  of  the  maximum  limit  specified 
in  the  recently  expired  agreement.  This  new  advance  will  be  made 
retroactive  to  August  21,  in  accordance  with  the  Government  award. 

In  money  terms  the  minimum  wage  of  the  coal  miner  prior  to  the 
new  award  was  $11.88  a  week.  With  the  present  12.5  per  cent  addi- 
tion, this  minimum  will  be  raised  to  $13.36  a  week.  A  local  news- 
paper makes  the  following  commit :  "Miners  in  the  coal  5eld  are  at 
present  in  a  prosperous  state,  especially  when  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  not  more  than  2  per  cent  of  the  coal  hewers  are  down  to  the 
minimum  limit.  The  money  earned  by  the  lowest  paid  laborer  in 
the  coal  field,  as  apart  from  tne  various  other  more  highly  paid  classes, 
will  now  be  $8.89  per  week." 

[A  report  on  coal-mlnlng  profits  in  the  South  Wales  field  was  published  in 
CoHUEBCB  Repobts  for  S^t.  28,  1915,  giving  financial  statements  as  presented 
to  shareholders  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  companies.] 


BIBLIOaKAPHT  OF  CEEMISTBY  OF  OAS  MAKITFACTtmE. 

A  bibliography  of  the  chemistry  of  gas  manufacture  has  just  been 
issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines.  The  references  in  this 
bibliography  are  selected  from  a  much  larger  list,  gathered  by  the 
Bureau  during  several  years  of  research  work  on  problems  dealing 
with  the  chemical  behavior  of  hydrocarbons.  No  attempt  is  made  to 
cover  every  phase  of  gas  manufacture,  including  the  construction 
and  operation  of  plants,  the  object  being  to  present  a  bibliography  of 
carefully  chosen  references  dealing  with  the  chemistry  of  gas  making 
and  the  chemical  changes  involved  in  the  production  of  combustible 
gases. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  such  published  bibliography, 
the  list,  together  with  its  cross  references,  is  published  hy  the  Bureau 
of  Mines  in  the  hope  that  it  will  serve  as  an  efficient  guide  for  inves- 
tigators, chemists,  and  engineers,  and  for  operators  of  gas  plants. 

Copies  of  this  document,  Technical  Paper  120,  may  be  obtained 
by  addressing  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  Washington,  D.  C. 


The  low  price  of  silver  has  not  noticeably  lessened  mining  and 
development  in  the  Cobalt  camp,  says  the  Canadian  Government 
Labor  Gazette.  The  price  of  silver,  which  it  mentioned  as  47  cents 
per  ounce,  has  since  gone  up,  and  is  now  about  50.6  cents. 
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BECCTT  AlIBfiieAH  TRADE  STATISTIOS. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  endim 
October  9,  1915,  at  thirteen  principal  customs  districts  of  Uie  Unitec 
States  were  as  follows: 


Districts. 

Imports. 

Duties 
cidlected. 

Exports. 

lft,639 

2^3S5,747 
9!«,781 
«0,562 
U,OX 
1,287.627 
224,038 
1,601,431 
2,216,432 
740,134 
ft32,798 
580,811 

»44S 
139,173 
2,833, 143 
3S2,804 
86,877 
41,817 
70,659 
2,033 
«2,S51 
24,715 
10,955 
114, 6a 
41,025 

S402,1S1 
1,363,777 
3a,S64,0a3 
2,998,703 
2,077,080 
1, £09, 348 
8,636,805 
8,101,008 
1, 649,433 
3,238,434 
1,835,354 

3,9S7,8e 

32,394,630 

% 691, 113 

67,744,937 

The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ending  October  9  in  the  13  customs  districts  of 
$35^80,297.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  91  per  cent  of  the 
import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  transactions 
in  July,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  October  9  amounted  to 
356,365  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1, 1915,  approximately 
811,484  bales.   

OVATEUAIA  BESIBES  UIOTE])  STATES  EXHIBITS. 

The  Government  of  Guatemala  has  indicated,  through  its  consular 
service,  that  it  believes  there  would  be  mutual  advantages  if  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  were  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  to  send  exhibits  to  the  National  Exposition  of  Guatemala 
and  Fiesta  of  Minerva,  which  will  be  held  in  Guatemala  City,  capital 
of  the  Republic,  for  two  weeks,  liesinning  October  31.  A  special 
invitation  has  been  extended  for  exhibits  from  the  Gulf  Coast. 

There  will  be  no  customs  fees  for  any  articles  that  may  be  sub- 
mitted for  this  exposition,  and  space  in  the  pavilions  will  be  free  to 
exhibitors.  The  only  cost  to  be  met  will  be  that  of  transportation 
between  the  United  States  and  Guatemala  City.  Each  individual 
exhibit,  however,  is  limited  to  800  pounds,  and  where  the  weight 
exceeds  800  extra  transportation  will  be  charged  at  the  exposition 
city. 

Special  facilities,  it  is  stated,  will  be  afforded  to  make  the  results 
as  beneficial  as  possible  to  those  who  may  participate  in  the  enter- 
prise. Compet^t  Spanish  demon&trators  will  be  in  charge,  and 
literature  in  Spanish  and  English  will  be  distributed  in  regard  to 
the  goods  shown. 

A  special  agent  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  who  is  now  in  the  Gulf  States,  has  taken  up  the 
matter  of  sending  exhibits  from  those  States,  particularly  witti 
makers  of  cotton  sacks.  Goods  should  be  addressed  to  El  Sc£or 
Director  de  £xposlci6n,  Guatemala  City,  Guatemala. 
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PORT  STATISTICS  70S  FZEXITS,  JAJSHSAKt-JUNE. 

[Vice  Cmsol  George  P.  WftUra,  Jr^  Athens,  Greece,  Sept  11.] 

Statistics  showing  the  movement  of  steamships  and  sailing  vessels 
at  Pirffiiis,  which  is  the  port  of  Athens,  have  oeen  made  public  by 
the  port  commission  of  Pirteus.  One  of  the  most  interesting  features 
in  the  shipping  situation  here  is  the  tremendous  increase  in  «ie  activi- 
ties of  the  Greek  merchant  marine  since  the  cutting  off  by  the  war 
of  certain  foreign  lines  which  were  formidable  competitors  of  the 
local  companies.  This  has  resulted  in  enormous  proAts,  and  the  indi- 
cations are  that  these  native  organizations  are  so  firmly  intrenching 
themselves  that  they  will  probably  retain  a  large  part  of  the  business 
after  the  war.  The  port  statistics  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  are: 
Number  of  vessels  arrived  and  cleared,  3,903;  gross  tonnage,  2,460j- 
816;  net  tonnage,  1,470,706;  arrived  from  interior  ports,  1,385;  ton- 
nage (gross),  973,785;  arrived  from  foreign  ports,  643;  gross  ton- 
nage, 1,487,031 ;  net  tonnage,  892,256.  According  to  nationality  and 
tonnage,  the  arrivals  and  departures  were: 


NatkmalKlea  trfsUps. 

Entered  and 
cleared. 

faNUMge. 

Btmmm— 

1,S33 

1,435,731 

786,618 

242,733 

144,613 

474,813 

383,177 

244,623 

lfiO,408 
8,605 

2 

6,074 

1 

as2 

Itl 

1 

?,SN 

1.403 

1 

19,513 

11,533 

1 

415 

116 

9 

13,121 

7,643 

1 

1,659 

1,073 

14 

10,243 

6,344 

1 

1,367 

780 

9 

s.m 

»,137 

BaJllng  TCBsdft— 

1,804 

63,965 

.7 
3 
3 

1,238 
3,0S4 
120 
66 

a  Not  given. 


SHIFBFILDIN6  ACTITE  IN  TEE  NETHEBLAinDS. 

I  Commercial  Att&ebtf  Brwln  W.  Thompeon,  American  Legation,  The  Hague,  Aug.  27.1 

Shipbuilding  in  the  Netherlands  has  been  active  during  the  first 
half  of  1915.  Fourteen  new  steamships  and  one  motor  boat,  of  a 
total  net  tonnage  of  31,055,  were  completed,  and  64  steamers,  of 
269,000  net  tons,  were  in  process  at  the  end  of  June.  Besides  these, 
6  tamers,  of  12,432  net  tons,  were  bought  from  foreign  yards.  The 
whole  Netherlands  merchant  marine,  on  June  30, 1915,  included  460 
steamers  of  890,964  net  tons. 

[A  previous  report  on  nctlve  Datch  shipyards  was  published  la  Couhebob 
Repokts  for  Mar.  4,  1015.]  f 


The  Chinese  post  office  now  handles  yearly  over  4,000,000  parcels, 
weighing  30,000,000  pounds. 
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T£AE'8  BECOBD  SHOWS  BADIO'S  YALUE  IV  SATIVa  IITES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1915  the  radio  inspectors  of  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Navigation  reported  26  cases  of  vessels  leaving 
American  ports  which  met  with  accident  or  disaster,  requiring  the 
use  of  wireless  to  summon  assistance.  Four  of  these  were  from  fire; 
12  were  from  running  ashore,  stranding,  or  getting  into  an  ice  jam; 
3  were  from  the  breakage  of  machinery;  4  resulted  from  collisions; 
1  from  shifting  of  cargo;  1  vessel  was  storm-battered  and  water- 
logged; and  1  was  torpedoed.  Excepting  in  the  case  of  the  Lusi- 
tanioj  which  was  torpedoed,  the  assistance  thus  rendered  resulted  in 
but  two  lives  being  lost.  Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the 
disasters  occurring  have  been : 

On  September  13,  1915,  the  Fabre  Line  steamship  Sanf  Anna^ 
bound  from  New  York  to  Naples  with  1,700  Italian  reservists  and 
crew  aboard,  caught  fire  in  mid-ocean  and  all  persons  on  board  were 
saved.  The  SOS  call  brought  the  steamship  Ancona  to  the  assistance 
of  the  disabled  vessel  and  600  persons  were  takea.  off.  The  Sanf* 
Anna  then  proceeded  to  port,  convoyed  by  the  Ancona,  and  the 
entire  1,700  passengers  and  crew  were  saved. 

Six  days  after  the  Sanf*  Anna  disaster  the  Greek  liner  Athinaiy 
bound  from  New  York  to  Piraeus,  caught  fire  in  mid-ocean  and  was 
abandoned  by  the  passengers  and  crew,  numbering  470.  The  call 
for  assistance  was  answered  by  the  steamships  Tuscania  and  Rou- 
manian Prince:  341  persons  were  taken  on  board  the  Tuacania,  the 
remaining  129  being  taken  off  by  the  Rtnmanian  Prince.  The  vessel 
was  entirely  destroyed. 

The  use  of  radio  apparatus  on  vessels  carrying  passengers  or  with 
50  or  more  in  the  crew  is  now  accepted  as  essential  to  the  safety  of 
those  on  board,  and  the  report  of  the  Athinai  shows  conclusively  that 
many  persons  might  have  been  lost  and  perhaps  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
aster never  known  had  not  this  vessel  been  equipped  with  radio 
apparatus. 


ntFOSTS  07  POTASH  SAXT8. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports 
of  potash  salts  into  the  United  States  during  the  month  of  August 
and  the  eight  months  ending  August,  1914  and  1915.  The  items  are 
so  grouped  as  to  show  the  potash  salts  used  chiefly  as  fertilizers  and 
other  potash  salts.   The  ton  given  is  the  long  ton  of  2,240  pounds. 


ArUcle*. 

August— 

Eight  months  ending  August— 

lOU 

1916 

1914 

Fertiliser  salts: 
Kalnlt  

row. 

25,327 
15,55t 
2,Stl 
8,499 

Poundt. 
6S4,016 
363,220 

zi2.m 

16,912 
813,863 

Value. 
1119,576 

100,371 
124, 31Q 
272,554 

22,927 
13,3»4 
10,542 
3,696 
80,878 

Tom. 

Value. 

Ton*, 
817,205 
150,973 

30,696 
151,395 

Poundt. 
13.035,605 
5,081, 4S3 
2,229,850 

Vaive. 
S1,4K4,140 
1,(128,167 
1,310,818 
e,  109, 404 

377,896 
192,990 
74,743 
44,026 
368,003 

Tont. 
6,646 

13,647 
10,627 
E6,E00 

Po  rinds. 
8,940,60^ 
2,028,142 
14,855 
862,  m 
3,075,741 

Vaiue. 
i»4,gU 
201,803 
603,800 
2,134>7ia 

269,601 
99,103 
Ji*" 
^400 
306,7a 

Manure  salts  

Bii  I  phale  0 '  p  otas  ti . 
Muriate  o[  potash. . 
Otbcr  potash  salts: 
Carbonate  ol  pot- 
ash   

Hydrate  of  potash . 
Nitrate  of  potash  .. 
Cftaide  oipouuh . 
Other  potash  salts . 

536 
79 

Poundg. 
358,592 

$54,470 

11,532 

3,287 

106 

22 

318,087 
4,067,764 
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OmCKSShYW  AND  VEBMHION  at  HONOEOHa. 

{Consul  General  George  E.  Andersoo,  Hongkong,  Aug.  25.] 

The  demand  for  quicksilver  in  Hongkong  has  become  quite  acute 
in  the  past  few  weeks  with  the  result  that  present  holders  are  almost 
able  to  fix  their  own  prices  for  their  holdings.  Several  inquiries 
have  been  received  at  this  consulate  general  of  late  as  to  the  supply 
in  and  prices  of  quicksilver  from  the  United  States. 

As  indicated  in  previous  reports  from  this  consulate  general  con- 
siderable quantities  of  this  metal  are  imported  into  Hongkong  each 
year  for  the  manufacture  of  vermilion.  The  chief  source  of  the 
supply  of  metal,  or  rather  of  cinnabar,  the  chief  ore,  has  been 
in  China  in  the  vicinity  of  Yochow.  This  district  has  furnished  the 
yermilifm  industry  in  Hongkong  with  the  mineral  for  many  years. 
The  supply  of  quicksilver  from  year  to  year  has  varied  greatly,  the 
exports  of  the  metal  from  China,  for  example,  being  107,066  pounds 
in  1910;  40,933  pounds  in  1911;  9,466  pounds  in  1912;  4,666  pounds 
in  1913,  with  recovery  to  131,466  pounds  in  1914,  with  a  customs 
valuation  of  $69,869.  There  are  no  details  as  to  the  export  of 
cinnabar,  since  this  ore  is  not  specified  in  the  customs  returns,  but 
the  course  of  the  trade  recently  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the 
export  of  cinnabar  from  Yochow  in  1914  was  placed  at  61,600  pounds, 
as  compared  with  26i)00  pounds  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  ex- 
ports of  quicksilver,  Hongkong  on  an  average  takes  about  80  per  cent 
of  the  whole.  The  trade  ran  a  regular  course  in  increasing  volume 
up  to  1910,  since  when,  as  a  result  of  political  and  other  disturbances 
in  tJie  portion  of  China,  whence  the  supply  has  been  obtained,  it  has 
steadily  declined  until  last  year. 

While  last  year's  production  was  a  return  to  the  former  volume 
of  the  trade,  the  supply  of  quicksilver  and  cinnabar  from  China 
has  not  been  sufficient  for  the  vermilion  industry  here  and  for  the 
export  of  quicksilver  itself,  which  has  been  undertaken  in  consider- 
able volume  at  times.  In  the  course  of  the  trade,  especially  in  recent 
years,  considerable  quantities  of  quicksilver  and  cinnabar  have  been 
imported  from  Germany  and  Japan.  These  sources  of  supply  have 
been  shut  off  of  late,  and  this  has  given  rise  to  the  special  demand 
for  the  metal  or  ore  from  the  United  States  at  the  present  time. 

The  metal  is  imported  in  flasks  containing  about  80  pounds,  which 
are  returned  for  refilling.  At  present  the  metal  is  selling  as  high 
as  $300,  local  currency,  or  about  $122  gold,  per  picul  of  133^  pounds, 
as  comparod  with  about  $130,  local  currency,  or  $55.90  gold,  per 
picul  a  year  ago.  There  is  a  very  small  stock  now  on  hand,  and  the 
vermilion  industry  is  alm(^  at  a  standstill  for  the  time  being.  The 
export  of  vermilion  has  fallen  off  considerably  of  late  as  a  result  of 
the  condition  of  the  quicksilver  trade.  Vermilion  is  now  quoted  in 
the  Hongkong  market  at  from  $140  to  $160,  local  currency,  or  from 
$58.80  to  $67.20  gold,  per  case.  Formerly  the  product  was  packed  in 
small  packets  containing  a  Chinese  tael  or  1^  ounces  to  a  package 
and  1,000  packages  to  the  case.  At  present  the  packets  contain  about 
0.88  of  a  tael,  or  1.17  ounces,  to  the  packet  with  900  packets  to  the 
case,  or  about  66  pounds  avoirdupois  to  the  case,  net. 


Five  new  Japanese  consulates  in  Manchuria  and  three  in  eastern 
Mtmgolia  are  proposed  in  the  Government  budget  at  Tpkio  for  1916. 
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mSIOK  TABIFF8. 

ATTSTBAIIA. 

[Commonwealth  of  Austinlia  Gazette,  No.  80,  Jal;  24,  101S.1 

TrohlUtlon  ot  Eleotrlo  and  Kapietlo  Belti. 

A  proclamation  of  the  Governor  (reneral  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Australia,  dated  July  21,  1915,  prohibits  the  importation  into 
Australia  of  electric  or  magnetic  belts,  or  of  any  belt  which  is  alleged 
or  intended  to  produce  a  therapeutic  effect  by  electric  or  magnetic 
influences. 

[Commonwealtb  of  Australia  Gazette,  No.  91,  Aog.  14,  1915.] 

frohibltloit  of  Silenoen  for  Firearms. 

The  importation  into  Australia  of  Maxim  and  other  similar 
silencers  for  use  with  firearms  is  prohibited  by  a  proclamation  of 
August  11, 1915. 

BRITISH  OUXUTA. 

tOOclal  Gaxette  (Bztratwdinarr),  Ang.  16,  1915.] 

laoreaBe  in  Dntlec  ftnd  Taxei. 

An  ordinance  enacted  by  the  Government  of  British  Guiana  Aa> 
gust  16, 1915,  and  immediately  effective,  provides  for  an  export  duty 
of  $0.01  per  proof  gallon  on  rum  and  oi  $0,035  per  100  pounds  <hi 
rice  exported  from  the  colony.  The  import  duties  on  brandy,  gin, 
whisky,  and  other  sweetened  and  unsweetened  spirits  are  increased 
$0.05  per  proof  gallon,  and  on  spirits,  the  strength  of  which  is  not  to 
be  tested,  $0.05  per  liquid  gallon.  Another  ordinance  of  the  same 
date  increases  the  internal  tax  on  rum  and  compounded  and  other 
spirits  $0.05  per  proof  gallon  and  on  bank  checks  from  $0.02  to  $0,01 
each. 

CAHADA. 

[Cnstoms  Uemorandam  No.  1049B,  Sept  20,  1916.] 

Prohibition  of  Unset  Diamondt. 

By  an  order  in  council  of  September  20, 1915,  the  importation  into 
Canada  of  unset  diamonds  is  prohibited,  except  when  imported  direct 
from  the  United  Kingdom. 

COIOHXIA. 

[Uaceta  de  Cundlnamarca,  Bogota,  Jnly  30,  1915.1 

Tax  on  CommerQlal  Travelers. 

A  decree  of  the  governor  of  the  Department  of  Cundinamarca  of 
July  22,  1915,  transmitted  by  American  Minister  T.  A.  Thomson, 
Bogota,  establishes  a  tax  on  commercial  travelers  representing  for- 
eign business  concerns  or  manufacturers  in  that  department.  Under 
penalty  of  twice  the  amount  of  the  tax  for  failure  to  register  within 
10  days,  all  commercial  travelers  subject  to  the  tax  must  register  at 
an  alcaldia  (municipal  office)  and  pay  the  prescribed  fee.  Daring 
the  first  year  of  their  residence  in  the  Department  of  Cundinamarca 
commercial  travelers  must  pay  ^5  gold  per  month  for  each  foreign 
house  which  they  represent  and  for  the  second  year  the  tax  is  $20  per 
month,  after  which  no  tax  is  imposed.  Those  claiming  exemption 
from  Uiis  tax  must  prove  that  they  have  resided  in  the  departixient 
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and  have  represented  foreign  firms  for  at  least  two  years  prior  to  the 
enactment  of  the  present  decree.  [Owing  to  the  absence  of  European 
traveling  representatives  at  the  present  time,  the  decree  wili  practi- 
cally apply  only  to  the  American  trade.  The  decree  is  important 
also  in  that  the  city  of  Boirota,  tne  capital  of  Colombia,  is  situated 
in  the  Department  of  Cundinamarca.] 

[Board  of  Trade  Jonmal,  Jnly  22  and  Aug.  19,  101B.i 

Tariff  Changes. 

The  following  are  the  most  important  changes  in  and  additions  to 
the  Norwegian  customs  tariff  which  have  recently  been  enacted  and 
are  now  in  effect: 


TarlS 
Ma 

Arlidw. 

Bates  of  daty. 

New. 

Old. 

Free. 

NoTB.— other  boUer  eompounOa  my  aiao  bs  admitted  free  ofdaty. 

60 

0.90 

1.10 

PIftte  or  sheet  glass: 

188 

BUvered— 

.35 

.10 

189 

Not  silvered— 

.2S 

.ao 

ISB 

Qlassware  not  specified: 

a.  Qroond,  etched,  sand-blasted,  painted,  gQt,  or  decorated  otherwise  than 

.GO 

.» 

.15 

.as 

Note.— Lamp  globes  and  chimneys  and  elass  Koods  covered  wltb 

wkkerwork  are  not  intruded  under  Nos.  iSfte  « 196>. 

303 

LW 

.80 

BboMuken'  wares: 

1.E0 

2.00 

eoo 

1.00 

l.£0 

The  free  admission  of  rye,  rye  6our.  and  fresh  potatoes,  and  the 
reduced  tonnage  and  lighthouse  dues  or  40  ore  per  ton  have  been  ex- 
tended to  cover  all  ports  in  the  Amt  of  Finmarfc. 

Pneumatic  drills  for  mines  and  quarries,  formerly  admitted  free 
of  duty  as  machines  and  apparatus  not  manufactured  in  the  country, 
are  now  dutiable  at  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  under  No.  393. 


AlIEBIGAir  KAinrFACTUBES  IK  EHGUSH  FElTirT  BAZAAS8. 

[Consul  Homer  U.  Byti^on,  Leeds,  SepL  IS.] 

Prior  to  the  declaration  of  war  a  large  percentage  of  the  articles 
sold  in  Uie  Iieeds  Id.  (2  cents),  3d.  (6  cents),  and  6d.  (12  cents) 
bazaars  were  of  Continental  manufacture.  When  these  supplies 
were  cut  off  British,  French,  Japanese,  and  American  manufacturers 
immediately  stepped  into  the  breach,  with  the  result  that  the  trade 
has  not  suffered;  in  fact,  1915  is  proving  a  record  year.  The  num- 
bers of  articles  now  on  sale  from  Japan  and  the  Ignited  States  are 
particularly  noticeable.  In  one  large  store,  which  is  run  by  a  com- 
pany having  a  chain  of  stores  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
quantities  of  American  goods  lately  displayed  on  the  counters  have 
caused  considerable  comment. 

[A  list  of  the  T..eeds  bazanrs  will  lie  furnisbetl  upon  appllcntlon  to  the 
Boreaa  of  Foreign  aiid  Domestic  Commerce  or  ita  branches.  Refer  to  file  Na 
06930.] 
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FOBEIGir  TRADE  OF  BBAZII  FOK  HALF  TEAB. 

[CoBBul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Bratll,  Sept  4.] 

Brazilian  exports  do  not  seem  to  have  suffered  greatly  from  the 
European  war,  for  the  principal  purchasers,  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  have  continued  to  take  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the 
total.  There  have  been  no  exports  to  Germany,  Austria-Hungary, 
and  Belgium,  direct,  during  1915,  but  those  to  Denmark,  Norway, 
and  Sweden  have  increased  nearly  tenfold  as  compared  with  thc»e 
of  1914,  and  those  to  Holland  nearly  twofold.  (An  indication  as  to 
this  indirect  trade  was  furnished  in  a  dispatch  from  this  office,  pub- 
lished in  CouuEitCE  Bepobts  for  Aug.  25,  1915.) 

Values  of  Exports  and  Imports  for  Corresponding:  Periods. 

The  values  of  imports  and  exports,  classified  by  the  principal 
countries  of  origin  and  destination,  for  the  first  six  months  of  1913, 
1914,  and  1915,  in  terms  of  United  States  currency,  were : 


Countries. 

Imported  InHn. 

Exported  to. 

ins 

in4 

UU 

ins 

in4 

UU 

Orcet  Britain  

»27, 721,000 
43,549,000 
28,240,000 
16,820,000 
2,692,000 
12,236,000 
8,878,000 
£57,000 
1,509,000 
7,022,000 
1,653,000 
7,414,000 

?43,o:o 

11,4S7,0C0 

»16,2B4,000 
25,014,000 
23,196,000 
9,737,000 
1,370,000 
11,287,000 
4,144,000 
266,000 
770,000 
4,410,000 
1,611,000 
&  130,000 
»3,000 
11,046,000 

117,799,000 
14,988,000 
1,828,000 
3,149,000 
158,000 
12,636,000 
105,000 
243,000 
609,000 
3,318,000 
1,440,000 
3,209,000 
680,000 

e, ceo, 000 

«45,018,000 
23,173,000 
19,835,000 
13,874,000 
4,810,000 
6,805,000 
2,727,000 
312,000 
6,583,000 
1,851,000 
182,000 
810,000 
917,000 
8,350,0:0 

»49,»'n,noo 
21,4'  i.<00 
19,71  ,00 
11,9'  "  lOO 
4,2  00 

S43, 451,009 
17,600,000 

13,841,000 

6,4:  ,  00 
4,2  .  00 

2^  00 
7,0  00 
1,4  7  00 

l:  00 
l,4Ly,000 

997,000 
6,407,003 

5,858,000 

Italy  

Otber  oonntifes  

Total  

2,523,000 
10,991,000 
2,610,000 
1.536,000 
1,606,000 
k, 980,000 
8,888,000 

170,191,000 

114,738,000 

66,034,000 

134,247,000 

183,0»,000 

119,699,000 

Coffee  has  been  by  far  the  most  important  export  product,  con- 
stituting more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  total  value  in  each  year  since 
1912.  A  striking  illustration  of  the  greatly  reduced  prices  of  this 
important  article  is  afforded  in  the  fact  that  in  1912,  4,109,000  sacks 
brought  $76,652,000,  or  an  average  of  about  $19  per  sack ;  whereas  in 
1915,  nearly  twice  as  much  co^e,  or  7,550,000  sacks,  brought  but 
$70,277,000,  or  less  than  $9  per  sack,  a  decrease  of  more  than  50  per 
cent  in  price. 

Great  Increase  In  Exports  of  Sagar. 

The  high  prices  for  sugar  throughout  the  world  have  increased 
sevenfold  the  quantities  of  sugar  exported,  as  compared  with  last 
year,  and  have  increased  the  values  nearly  tenfold.  The  State  of 
Pemambuco,  where  the  financial  situation  continues  promising  in 
spite  of  the  general  depression,  has  profited  most  by  this  condition. 

In  quantities  actually  exported,  rubber  exports  have  fluctuated  but 
little.  Here,  too,  low  prices  abroad  have  caused  a  decrease  in  ex- 
port values. 

Cotton  shows  a  tremendous  decrease  both  in  quantity  and  valua. 
This  may,  perhaps,  be  due  to  the  shutting  down  of  English  mills  and 
the  large  cotton  crop  in  the  United  Stat^ 
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AXEBICAH  TESTS  OF  HAWAIIAN  KUKUI  OIL. 

According  to  the  Honolulu  Star  Bulletin  of  September  1,  a  thor- 
ough test  is  to  be  made  in  the  United- States  of  various  raw  materials 
from  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  including  kiawe  beans,  honey  and  wax, 
kukui  nuts,  and  tamarinds,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  to  what  extent 
they  may  be  developed  into  products  of  commercial  value.  Samples 
are  being  prepared  for  transmission  to  eastern  laboratories,  where 
exhaustive  experiments  will  be  carried  out.  The  kiawe  beans  will  be 
tested  for  their  alcohol -producing  qualities,  the  kukui  nuts  for  oil. 
In  this  connection  the  following  extracts  from  a  report  of  the  agri- 
cultural experiment  station  at  Honolulu  on  the  extraction  and  use  of 
kukui  oil  should  be  of  interest: 

Kukut  {Aleurites  trilojta  or  A.  moluccana)  la  distributed  throughout  Pol7- 
nesla,  Malaysia,  Pbillpi^es,  Society  Islands,  India,  Jara,  Australia,  Ceylon, 
Bengal.  Assam,  China,  Tahiti,  and  Hawaii.  It  has  been  Introduced  Into  the 
West  Indies,  Brazil,  Florida,  and  elsewhere.  In  Hawaii  kukul  Is  common  to 
all  the  Islands,  being  the  dominant  native  tree  ot  the  lower  mountain  sone. 

The  tree  has  wide-spreading  branches,  attains  a  height  of  40  to  60  feet,  and 
iB  characterized  by  large,  irregularly  lobed  leaves  of  a  pale-green  color  and  nuts 
about  2  inches  In  diameter  containing  one  or  two  seeds.  The  Hawallans  string 
the  nuts  together  on  sticks  and  use  them  for  lighting  their  bouses;  the  natural 
candles  thus  produced  gave  rise  to  the  name  caudleuut 

Shallar  to  Unseed  Oilr— Extraetioa  Xefhoda. 

The  oil  expressed  firom  the  kemd  of  the  nut  is  known  In  different  countries 
as  kukul  oil,  country  walnut  oil,  kekune  oil,  artlsta^  dl,  Bankul  oil.  Eboc  oil, 
candlenut  oil,  Spanish  walnut  oil,  Belgaum  oil,  etc.  It  belongs  to  the  class  of 
driers  typified  by  linseed  oil,  and  would  be  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  soft 
soap  and  In  the  preparation  of  oil  Tarnishes,  paints,  linoleum,  and  for  other  • 
similar  purposes.  It  is  used  as  an  article  of  food  as  olive  oil  is  used  and  medici- 
nally as  a  cathartic.  Eukni  oil  has  been  used  In  China  for  oiling  paper,  as 
China  wood  oil  Is  used. 

Kukul  oil  may  be  obtained  by  grinding  the  kernels  and  applying  pressure, 
with  or  without  previous  roasting  of  the  nuts.  The  color  of  the  oil  is  lighter 
If  no  heat  la  used,  but  the  oil  is  more  easily  eziwessed  after  beating.  Apparently 
the  oil  can  not  be  obtained  by  boiling  the  ground  nuts  In  water,  for  the  oil  is 
thereby  com[detely  emulsified  and  can  not  be  set  free  by  the  use  of  a  centrifuge. 
The  oil  has  been  successfully  ^tracted,  however,  by  boiling  the  nuts  in  oil. 
When  extracted  from  the  crushed  kernel  by  ether  or  petroleum  the  oil  Is  light 
ytilow  in  color,  with  a  specific  gravity  of  0.92.  When  expressed  the  oil  may  be 
dark  colored,  due  to  impurities.   It  dries  in  thin  films  on  standing  several  days. 

The  cake  left  after  the  extraction  of  the  oil  Is  rich  in  nitrogen,  phoq>bortc 
add,  and  potash.   It  ther^ore  bas  a  lilgh  value  aa  a  fertiliser. 

Posiible  Hawaiian  Frodnetloa. 

With  r^rd  to  the  total  area  of  kukul  In  Hawaii  we  have  obtained  the  esti- 
mates of  various  Individuals  who  are  personally  familiar  with  forest  conditions 
in  tbe-islands.  Their  estimates  range  from  10,000  to  40,000  acres.  We  may 
probably  assume  15,000  iicrct  as  a  safe  estimate.  At  80  trees  per  acre  and  200 
pounds  of  nnts  per  tree,  there  would  be  a  yield  of  8  tons  of  nuts  per  acre;  a 
conservative  estimate  would  be  5  tons  of  nuts.  On  16,000  acres  the  annual  crop 
of  nuts  would  be  75,000  tons.  If  we  assume  that  not  more  than  10,000  acres  of 
this  area  are  readily  accessible  the  yield  would  be  50,000  tons,  which  would 
produce  2,375,000  gallons  of  oil. 

Kukui  oil  has  been  shipped  from  various  islands  of  the  Pacific  to  the  United 
States  for  the  past  76  years.  The  market  price  Is  the  same  or  dightly  higher 
than  that  of  linseed  oil  and  varies  with  the  price  of  the  latter. 

[Mention  of  kukui  oil  was  made  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade 
Beports  as  far  back  as  1913,  an  item  appearing  in  the  issue  for  Feb. 
28  of  that  year.] 
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COMXERCUX  TBAVKLEBS  IN  CENTRAL  AlCEBICA. 

In  reply  to  a  circular  sent  out  by  the  Department  of  State  at  the 
request  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce,  a  number  of  consular  reports  dealing  with 
the  treatment  of  commercial  travelers  in  Central  American  countries 
hare  been  received  from  the  American  consular  officers  stationed  in 
those  countries.  These  reports  are  to  be  published  in  the  Comhebce 
Reports  and  later  reprinted  as  Tariff  Series  No.  19B,  as  a  seomd 
supplement  to  Tariff  Series  No.  19  (Commercial  Travelers),  issued 
by  the  bureau  in  1908.  The  first  supplement,  Tariff  Series  Na  19A, 
which  treats  of  commercial  travelers  in  South  American  countries, 
was  published  in  1914. 

COBTA  KICA. 
[Consul  Samuel  T.  Lee,  San  Joee,  July  11.1 

The  customs  treatment  of  samples  imported  by  commercial  travel- 
ers is  provided  for  in  section  133  of  the  customs  tariff  of  December 
23, 1911,  which  reads  as  follows: 

Samples  of  value  Imported  by  commercial  travelers  for  exhibition  and  in- 
tended to  be  reexported  are  dutiable  at  0.05  colon  per  kilo  gross  ($1.05  per  100 
pounds),  subject  to  compliance  with  the  following  provisions: 

The  traveling  salesman  or  his  agent  shall  enter  the  samples  In  exactly  the 
same  manner  ns  would  be  fbUowed  in  the  case  of  any  other  merchandise,  and 
shall  make  a  deposit  to  cover  the  fall  amount  of  duty.  The  customs  offldal 
designated  to  make  the  customs  Inspection  shall  make  a  very  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  packages.  The  collector  of  customs  shall  give  the  salesman  or 
his  agent  a  certified  copy  of  the  entry  (p61Iza),  which  must  accompany  the 
application  for  a  permit  to  reexport  the  samples  (pedlmento  de  reembarqne). 
Samples  may  be  reexported  through  the  customhouses  of  San  Jose,  LImon,  or 
Funtflrenas,  and  lu  case  of  application  made  at  the  central  customhouse,  San 
Jose  (aduana  central)  the  packages  will  be  sealed,  marked,  and  stiipped  with 
bill  of  lading  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  port  of  departure.  If  on  compar- 
ing the  samples  with  the  entry  at  the  customhouses  It  is  found  that  there  Is  a 
discrepancy  or  that  any  of  the  samples  are  missing  the  interested  party  ahall 
forftit  the  entire  amount  of  duty  paid.  The  commercial  traveler,  however,  can 
dispose  of  all  or  part  of  his  samples  with  pennlsEion  of  the  collector  of  customs 
concerned  and  upon  the  previous  payment  of  the  corresponding  duties.  A 
period  of  90  days  Is  allowed  to  traveling  salesmen  to  avail  themselves  of  tJie 
privll^e  of  reexportation,  and  If  at  the  end  of  this  period  the  samples  have 
not  been  reexported  the  duties  paid  will  not  be  refunded.  When  the  commer- 
cial traveler  applies  for  the  permit  to  reexport  bis  samples,  the  amount  depos- 
ited by  him  on  entry  will  be  refunded,  less  a  charge  of  0.05  colon  per  kilo  gross 
weight  (fl.05  per  100  pounds),  provided  tttat  the  contoits  of  the  packages  are 
the  same  as  shown  at  the  time  of  making  entry. 

Samples  of  Jewelry. 

The  foregoing  provisions  have  been  modified  by  the  decree  of 
March  28,  1913,  so  as  not  to  apply  to  samples  of  jewelrv  or  articles 
manufactured  of  gold  and  silver.  These  samples  pay  lull  duty  on 
entry,  and  there  is  no  provision  for  a  refund  ox  duties  when  they  are 
shipped  out  of  tlie  coimtry.  This  modification  of  the  general  pro- 
visions does  not  apply  to  samples  of  gilded  or  plated  articles,  or  to 
common  metal  goods  known  as  "  imitation  jewelry."  Samples  of 
this  sort  of  merchandise  are  subject  to  a  refimd  of  duties  when  ex- 
ported from  the  country. 

Traveling  salesmen  availing  themselves  of  this  provision  for  re- 
fund of  duties  should,  on  their  departure  from  Costa  Bica,  endeavor 
to  pack  their  samples  in  the  same  trunks  and  in  the  some  order  that 
they  were  packed  when  the  entry  was  made.  This  precaution  will 
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expedite  materially  the  clearance  through  customs  at  the  time  of 
reexportation. 

The  customhouse  brokers  and  forwarding  agents  at  the  ports  of 
Limon  and  Puntarenas,  and  at  the  commercial  center,  San  Jose,  are 
perfectljf  familiar  with  the  procedure  regarding  tlie  entiy  of  samples, 
and  their  charges  are  moderate. 

Hualdpal  Ucense  Fees. 

The  municipality  of  San  Jo^  collects  a  tax  of  50  colones  ($28. 2G) 
from  commercial  travelers,  and  the  license  issued  is  good  for  six 
months.  In  actual  practice  the  collectors  of  customs  advise  the  mu- 
nicipality of  all  travelers  arriving  with  samples,  and  the  municipal 
collector  calls  on  them  for  the  fee.  Travelers  operating  without  sam- 
ples are  also  subject  to  the  tax,  but  as  their  arrival  is  not  heralded 
they  are  seldom  called  upon  by  tiie  municipal  collector.  Probably  not 
moi*e  than  10  per  cent  of  the  commercial  travelers  arriving  at  San 
Jose  pay  this  tax. 

At  Port  Limon  there  is  a  municipal  tax  of  2  colones  ($0.93)  per 
dav,  or  8  colones  ($3.72)  per  week. 

The  following  towns  nlso  require  travelers'  licenses,  the  rate  for 
each  visit  being:  Pimtarenas,  $0;  San  Ramon,  Puriscal,  and  Grecia, 
$2;  and  Turrialba,  $3. 


KOTES  FROM  VENEZUELA. 

IConaul  0.  K.  Dooatd,  Maracalbo,  Sept.  20.] 
Hew  Bank  for  Karacalbo. 

A  new  bank,  to  be  called  Banco  Comercial,  has  been  established 
at  Maracaibo.  Although  it  will  have  a  capital  of  only  400,000  boli- 
vars ($77^00),  it  will  probably  be  of  great  local. importance,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  it  will  introduce  new  banking  methods  and  that  ite 
operations  will  tend  to  relieve  the  small  borrower  from  the  high  rates 
of  interest  charged  by  local  capitalists,  i.  e.,  2  to  4  per  cent  per  month. 
The  shares,  2,000  in  number,  are  now  being  sold. 
Policy  of  Baneo  ComereUl. 

According  to  the  prospectus,  the  Banco  Comercial  will  (1)  accept 
deposits  of  money,  corporation  stock,  precious  stones,  etc.,  draw  drafts 
or  letters  of  credit,  and  remit  funds;  (2)  make  loans  as  small  as  50 
bolivars  ($9.65)  on  personal  guaranties  or  property  security  at  a 
rate  not  to  exceed  1  per  cent  per  month;  (3)  discount  various  kinds 
of  commercial  paper;  and  (4)  open  a  savings  department,  receiving 
deposits  of  10  bolivars  ($1.93)  and  up  and  paying  interest  on  amounts 
of  100  bolivars  ($19.30).  Bank  notes  to  the  amount  of  800,000  boli- 
vars ($154,400)  will  be  issued,  some  of  which  will  be  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  10  bolivars — another  innovation.  The  promoters  are  Edu- 
ardo  Leseur  and  Soto  Rivera  &  Co.,  of  Maracaibo. 

XextUe  KUl  smd  Soap  Paotory— Ughtinff  f  Unt 

La  Compafifa  "  Hispano-Venezolano,"  of  Barcelona,  has  now  re- 
sumed work  on  the  erection  of  its  thread  and  textile  mill  at  Alta 
Gracia.  This  work  was  reported  stopped  in  supplement  48a  to  Com- 
UEBCE  Reports  for  July  2, 1915.  The  company  will  also  manufacture 
soap.  The  machinery  is  expected  in  December. 

The  town  of  Colon,  in  the  State  of  Tachira,  has  installed  a  munici- 
pally owned  gasoline  lighting  plant. 
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FOREIGH  TBADB  OFPOBTUHXtJJfitt. 

Reserred  addresses  ma,v  be  obtaintd  from  tbe  Dnrean  and  ItB  bramok  eflleca.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  shonid  be  on  a  separote  sheet  aod  tbe  file  number  glren. 

Leather  goods,  furniture,  novelties,  etc.,  No.  18715. — firm  In  New  York  City 
iDfonus  the  Bureau  thnt  one  of  Its  customers  in  Argentina  desires  to  re- 
ceive catalogues,  samples,  etc.,  of  American  leather  goods,  pocketboolis  for 
waiters,  celluloid  goods,  paper  goods,  metal  advertisements,  pencils,  knives, 
umbrellas  for  wagons,  general  advertising  goods  for  offices,  hardware,  soap, 
furniture,  cloth  for  raincoats,  bathing  suits  and  caps,  and  rubber  tubes. 
Quotations  should  be  made  c.  t.  f.  destination. 

Zinc,  No.  18716. — ^The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  In 
Norway  who  states  that  be  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  corrugated 
zinc  suitable  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  washboarda 

Glassware,  No.  18717. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce In  England  reports  that  a  business  mau  desires  to  receive  cata- 
logues and  price  lists  of  glassware,  especially  gloss  tumblers. 

Rosin,  meat  products,  beer,  etc..  No.  18718. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a 
communication  from  a  commercial  organlzutloD  in  this  country  stating 
tliat  one  of  its  correspondents  in  Costa  Rica  desires  to  obtain  the  exclu- 
sive representation  of  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  i-oslo. 
lye,  or  soda,  meat  and  meat  prodncts.  foodstuffs,  matches,  blacking  (for 
shoes),  oils,  beer,  and  whisky.  References  are  given. 

Chemicals,  No.  18719. — ^A  branch  ofUce  of  the  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  n  letter 
from  a  business  firm  in  the  United  States  stating  that  its  correspondent  ia 
Spain  desires  to  obtain  prices  of  cbemicol  products  used  In  manufacturing 
incandescent  mantles.   Correspondence  should  be  In  French  or  Spanish. 

Wearing  apparel.  No.  18720. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a 
business  firm  In  G^lon  desires  to  secure  the  exclusive  agency  for  Am^caa 
manufitcturers  of  morning  dresses,  afternoon  dresses,  morning  blouses, 

vests,  and  silk  stockings. 

General  agency.  No.  18721.— The  commercial  agent  in  charge  of  the  branch  office 
of  the  Bureau  in  New  York  re^rts  that  a  Ann  In  India  desires  to  represent 
American  firms  Interested  In  extending  their  trade  in  British  India.  No 
particular  line  Is  mentioned. 

Stoves,  icearing  apparel,  cameras,  etc..  No.  18722. — The  commercial  agent  In 
charge  of  the  branch  office  of  the  Bureau  In  Chicago  transmits  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  a  business  firm  In  that  city  stating  that  Its  correspondent  in 
India  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  of  engraving  machines, 
cameras,  small  cooking  stoves,  rubber  tires  for  horse  carriages,  wearing 
apparel,  machines  for  making  quinine  capsules,  letter  o^ylng  machines, 
and  printing  presses.  Gorresptrndence  may  be  in  English. 

Soda  ivatcr  machines,  perfumery,  etc..  No.  18723. — The  commercial  agent  In 
charge  of  tiie  branch  office  of  the  Bureau  In  Chicago  ha.s  received  a  letter 
from  a  business  firm  in  Wisconsin  stating  that  one  of  its  custoinere  in 
India  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  of  a  plant  for  the  manu- 
facture of  gas  for  use  in  preparing  soda  ^vnter,  soda  water  machines,  fancy 
goods,  perfumery,  carbonic  odd  gns  cylinders,  and  soda  water  bottles. 

Corn-grinding  machinery,  No.  1S724. — An  olTicial  of  a  railway  in  Brazil  has  In- 
formed an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
and  full  information  relative  to  corn-grinding  machinery. 

Chemical  and  physical  apparatus,  No.  18725. — An  American  consular  officer  Id 
Brazil  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price 
lists,  etc.,  of  American  chemical  and  pliyslcnl  apparatus.  Correspondence 

may  be  In  English. 

White  metal  for  making  tcatchcases.  No.  18720. — An  Americon  consular  office 
In  Switzerland  has  been  informed  by  a  manufacturer  of  watclies  in  that 
country  thnt  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
white-nietal  sheets  for  use  In  making  watchcases.  Thickness  of  sheets 
should  be  from  0.0  to  1.6  mUllmetos.  R^erences  are  given.  CknraqKMidence 
may  be  In  English. 
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Flour.  cJicmimlB,  drugs,  etc..  No.  18727.— A  flrra  in  Brazil  informs  an  American 
consuJar  ofRcer  that  It  desires  to  establish  business  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  or  exporters  of  wheat  flour,  lubricating  and  cottonseed  oil, 
chemicals  and  drugs,  and  essences.   Keference  Is  given. 

Womcn'8  and  chtidren'a  bootg  and  »Jiof«,  No.  18728. — An  American  consTilar 
officer  in  South  Africa  reports  that  a  business  man  In  his  district  desires 
to  establish  boslness  connections  with  American  manufacturers  or  ex- 
porters of  women's  and  children's  boots  and  shoes. 

Machinery  for  making  nails.  No.  18729. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil 
rejiorts  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists, 
etc..  of  machinery  and  supplies  for  the  manufacture  of  noils. 

Machinery,  No.  18730. — One  of  the  commercial  ofjents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  reports  that  a  business  man  has  requested  names 
of  raamifncturers  of  match-making  machinery  and  firms  which  are  In  posi- 
tion to  furnish  material  for  making  matches.  The  man  desires  to  receive 
quotations,  catalogues,  and  full  Information  relative  to  this  material  to  be 
shipped  to  a  fii-m  In  South  America.  He  states  that  this  is  the  only  factory 
of  its  kind  iu  tlie  particular  country,  and  that  It  Is  protected  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Motion  pietvre  film,  toilet  articles,  No.  18731. — A  business  man  In  Greece  writes 
the  liureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  he  desires  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  motion  picture  fllms,  with 
inscriptions  in  Freucfa  language;  carpets;  coal;  condensed  milk;  cotton 
yurn ;  household  goods  and  specialties ;  soaps ;  and  toilet  preparations.  The 
man  also  desires  to  receive  addresses  of  the  various  commercial  reviews 
publlslied  by  commercial  museums  and  chambers  of  commerce,  etc^  In  the 
United  States. 

Cottonseed  oil,  food  products,  leather,  etc..  No.  tSFl82. — ^An  American  omsalar 
officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cottonseed  oil,  preserves,  canned 
fish,  drugs,  fruits,  and  shoe  leather.   Bank  references  are  given. 

Iron  and  «feel  ffroducts.  No.  18733.— A  business  man  In  Greece  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  steel  plates,  galvanized  Iron  sheets,  iron  bars,  and  • 
steel  ho(^  glazed  kid  upper  leather,  etc.    Correspondence  may  be  In 
English.  The  man  Is  a  Government  contractor  and  manufactaror's  agent 

Construction  vwk,  machinery,  etc.,  No.  18734. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Brazil  has  transmitted  a  report  relative  to  a  proposition  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  port  facilities,  etc.,  In  that  country  which  will  involve  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  large  amount  of  money.  This  will  offer  an  opportunity  for  the  sale 
of  dredging  machinery,  material  for  bridges,  tramways,  etc.  A  copy  of 
the  complete  report  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 
(Uefer  to  file  No.  662C3.) 

Pood  products,  leather,  etc..  No.  18735. — A  firm  In  Norway  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  fresh  and  dried  apples;  leather  for  furniture  and  shoe  manu- 
facturing, similar  to  the  samples  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
or  Its  branch  offices  (ref^  to  file  No.  66712) ;  antomobillsta'  apparel,  such 
as  caps,  hoods,  hats,  goggles,  gloves,  etc. 

Otassieare,  agriculiitral  implements,  hardware,  etc.,  No.  18786. — An  American 
consular  officer  in  South  Africa  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm 
In  his  district  which  d^res  to  represent  American  nmnnfacturers  uid  ex- 
porters of  glass  and  glassware,  wire  netting,  dairy  and  agricultural  Im- 
plements, hardware,  and  enamelled  ware.  The  firm  intends  acting  simply 
as  nffcnt  of  manufacturers,  but  Is  willing  to  pay  for  all  orders  filled  by 
cash  agaiast  shipping  documents  In  New  York  until  snch  time  as  thorough 
business  relations  have  been  establlshe<1.  Detailed  information  should  be 
supplied,  including  prices  f.  o.  b.  New  York  City,  and  c.  I.  f.  South  African 
ports,  If  possible. 

Potato  starch.  No.  18787. — ^A  firm  in  an  Eastern  Me<Iiterranenn  country  has 
informed  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  addresses 
of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  potato  starch. 
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WAS'S  SmOT  OH  SCOTTISH  HEBBIHO  FISHERY. 

[Consul  E.  Ilaldman  DenDison,  Dundee,  Scotland,  Sept.  13.] 

Few  industries  in  Scotland  have  suffered  more  from  the  war  than 
the  fishing  industry,  upon  which  such  a  large  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion depends  for  its  livelihood.  In  normal  times  nearly  90,000  per- 
sons are  engaged  in  Scotland  in  occupations  directly  connected  with 
the  fisheries,  of  which  the  herring  fishery  is  much  the  most  important 
branch.  Upon  the  success  or  failure  of  the  herring  catch  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  fishing  population  almost  wholly  depends,  and  it  is  this 
branch  of  the  industry  which  has  been  most  unfavorably  affected  by 
the  war. 

In  normal  times  over  5,000,000  hundredweight  (1  hundredweight— 
112  pounds)  of  herrings  are  landed  at  the  various  Scottish  ports, 
valued  at  from  $7,500,000  to  $10,000,000.  A  large  proportion  of  this 
is  exported  in  a  cured  state  to  eastern  Europe,  mainly  Germany  and 
Russia.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  great  Continental  mar- 
kets have  been  closed  to  this  trade,  and  the  of  tiiese  markets  has 
been  severely  felt  by  the  Scottish  fishing  industry. 

An  official  report  just  issued  shows  that  in  the  12  months,  1913- 
1914,  the  aggregate  quantity  of  herrings  landed  in  the  United  King- 
dom was  12,830,000  hundredweights,  valued  at  $20,911,350;  in  the 
year  of  the  war — that  is,  from  Jiuy  1, 1914,  to  August  1, 1915-— it  was 
2,660,000  hundredweights,  valued  at  $5,216,888,  a  decrease  of  10,- 
180,000  hundredweights,  or  79  per  cent,  and  $15,694,462,  or  75  per 
cent.  In  Scotland  the  decrease  amounted  to  4,719,000  hundred- 
weights and  $7,833,200,  or  87  per  cent  and  82  per  cent,  respectively. 

In  the  12  months  of  war  the  total  quantity  of  fish  landed  on  the 
coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  10,288,000  hundred- 
weights, valued  at  $4i,912,!)28,  as  compared  with  24,852,000  hundred- 
weights, valued  at  $67,347,493,  in  tlie  previous  12  months.  Of  the 
total  decrease  in  tlie  value  of  the  fish  landed  in  the  year  of  the  war 
the  herrings  represent  70  per  cent  and  all  other  fishes  only  30  per 
cent. 


AUEBICAN  WOO£ENEAGS  IK  En0lA]!n). 

[Consul  Hont«r  M.  Ityinxton,  Leeds,  Sept.  14.] 

Dewsbury  and  Batley,  in  the  Leeds  consular  district,  are  recognized 
as  the  center  of  the  woolen-rag  trade  of  the  world,  and  practically  all 
the  woolen  rags  imported  into  England  come  to  these  towns.  The 
British  Government  Board  of  Trade  returns  show  that  for  the  first 
eight  months  of  1915  the  imports  of  woolen  rags,  not  pulled,  have 
fallen  from  26,969  tons  in  the  like  period  of  1914  to  15,988  tons,  a 
decrease  of  about  1,370  tons  per  month — not  much  more  than  25  per 
cent  of  the  normal  supplies  from  abroad.  This  decrease  is  accounted 
for  by  the  cessation  of  imports  from  Germany  (7,084  tons  in  1914), 
Belgium  (1,700  tons  in  1914),  and  unclassified  countries  (3,500  tons 
in  1914),  which  indicates  that  increased  imports  are  coming  from  the 
countries  with  which  business  is  being  continued.  For  the  eight 
months  of  1915  the  imports  from  the  United  States  amounted  to 
5,339  tons,  compared  with  4,892  tons  for  the  similar  period  of  1914, 

[A  list  of  woolen-rag  importers  of  Dew^ury  and  Batley  will  be  loaned  upwi 
flppllcatioQ  to  t&e  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  brandi 

offices.] 
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FAITAICA  CANAL  ANHOUNOEKENT. 

Maj.  F.  C.  Boggs,  Corps  of  Engineers,  chief  of  the  Washington 
office  of  the  Panama  Canal,  makes  the  following  announcement: 

A  cablegram  dated  October  12  has  been  received  from  the  gorernor  of  the 
Panama  Oanal,  advising  that  continued  movements  of  sliding  material  make 
It  Imp<^ible  to  predict  any  approximate  date  of  reopening  the  canal.  The 
governor  states  he  does  not  advise  sailing  via  the  Panama  route  until  further 
notice,  which  will  be  given  as  soon  as  mitterlal  ts  removed  sufficiently  to  Insure 
BtaUe  conditions. 

A  second  cabl^ram,  dated  October  12,  has  been  received  from  the 
GoTranor  of  tiie  Panama  Canal,  as  follows: 

Referring  to  your  cable  of  the  11th  instant,  mass  of  material  involved  in 
the  break  of  October  14,  1914,  which  had  been  sliding  gradually  Into  prism, 
moved  precipitately.  This,  combined  with  a  simitar  movement  from  the  break 
which  occurred  Just  opposite,  on  the  west  bank.  In  August,  causes  present  con- 
ditions, length  of  channel  involved  1,300  feet,  of  which  200  feet  has  present 
width  of  only  25  feet  and  depth  of  3  to  15  feet  For  week  ending  October  9, 
209,000  cubic  yards  of  material  were  dredged,  but,  ns  the  movement  continued, 
the  result  lias  been  to  maintain  only  what  slides  left  In  Srst  instance.  Canal  Is 
therefore  physically  closed  temporarily.  On  the  east  side  bank  is  upward  of 
900  feet  above  canal  level  and  on  the  west  side  varies  from  300  to  400  feet  above. 
Uoterial  In  settling  and  moving  creates  earth  waves,  with  deep  depressions 
behind  these  being  some  Ave  to  six  hundred  feet  from  the  canal  prism,  with 
elevations  of  SO  to  80  feet  above  water  surface.  These  waves  undoubtedly 
counterbalance  wetglit  of  broken  mass  on  either  side,  and  when  removed  may 
cause  another  similar  movement;  hence  Impossibility  of  making  any  prediction 
as  to  date  of  reopening  until  after  waves  which  now  block  the  channel  have 
been  removed  and  action  of  remaining  material  determined.  Heavy  roins  ma- 
terially affect  movement.  Whether  light-draft  ships  can  pa.is  In  advance  of 
30-feet-draft  ships  must  depend  on  conditions  when  reasonably  secure  channel 
Is  attained.   

EXFOBI  TAXES  DT  FEBtT. 

[Telegram  from  Coniml  General  William  W.  Handley,  Callao,  received  Oct.  7,  lOlB.] 

A  law  was  enacted  October  6,  1915,  levying  an  export  duty  on 
sugar,  wool,  cotton,  and  hides  shipped  from  Peru,  as  previously  pro- 
pped. 

[A  law  providing  for  export  duties  on  minerals  as  well  as  on  the  products 
above  mentioned,  has  been  under  consideration  in  Peru,  and  a  detailed  report 
giving  the  proposed  rates  will  be  published  in  Couuercb  Repobtb  in  a  few 
days.] 

W-U  ^  193  , 
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SnCCESSFlTI  OBOWIH0  OF  HEHF  IN  GEBMANY. 

[Consul  Talbot  J.  Albert,  Brunswick,  Sept.  14.) 

It  is  said  that  the  results  of  this  year's  harvest  will  assure  the 
future  growing  of  hemp  {Cannahis  sativa)  in  Germany. 

Hemp  stood  the  dryness  of  the  past  summer  better  than  most  other 
crops.  The  production  of  a  large  number  of  hemp  fields  was  splen- 
did, and  moor  land  was  especially  productive.  By  careful  prepara- 
tion and  fertilization  the  returns  were  from  50  to  GO  hundredweight 
of  dry  hemp  stallcs,  and  the  planters  are  so  satisfied  with  the  result 
of  their  labors  that  next  year  they  intend  to  increase  considerably 
the  area  planted.  If  the  recently  appointed  committee  of  theLeagne 
of  German  Hemp  Industrials  succeed  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
the  area  under  hemp  will  be  increased  from  about  900  acres  to  over 
8,000  acres  next  year. 

The  question  of  rust  has  not  ^et  been  satisfactorily  settled.  The 
investigation  of  the  conditions  in  Hungary  leads  to  the  belief  that 
the  rusting  can  be  successfully  prevented  in  Germany.  In  addition 
to  the  testing  station  at  Wilhelminenhof,  there  wUl  probably  be 
established  a  warm-water  rust  institute  at  Havelland,  and  such  insti- 
tutes will  follow  at  other  places. 


ABBI7AI  OF  COAIrTAB  DTES. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce  announced  on  October  13  that  50  tons 
of  coal-tar  dyes  consigned  to  him  for  the  account  of  William  A. 
Mitchell,  of  Lowell,  A^ss,  representing  the  National  Association  of 
Cotton  Manufacturers,  were  arriving  on  the  steamship  St  LouiSj  due 

this  date. 

Several  months  ago  the  Secretary  consented  to  act  as  consignee  of 
two  Cargoes  of  dyes  from  Germany,  for  which  safe  passage  was  as- 
sured by  permits  granted  bythe  British  Government  upon  tne  express 
condition  that  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  would  be  the  consimiee. 
Arrangements  were  made  by  American  manufacturers  with  the  Brit- 
ish Government  whereby  that  Government  has  permitted  the  expor- 
tation to  the  United  States  of  the  dyes  coming  on  the  St.  Louis.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  similar  shipments.  The 
Secretary  of  Commerce  has  expressed  his  willingness  to  act  as  official 
consignee  of  merchandise  coming  from  any  foreign  country  whose 
authorities  may  deem  such  a  course  necessary. 

INSUEANCE  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Kobert.soD  110007,  Madrid,  Sept,  13.] 

During  1914  Spain  expended  73,447,509  pesetas  on  insurance 
premiums  of  all  kinds;  in  1913  the  expenditure  was  70,970,756 
pesetas.  (The  Spanish  peseta  is  equivalent  to  about  19.5  cents  United 
States  currency.)  More  tlinn  2+.!)S8,r)00  pesetas  was  expended  on 
straight  life  insurance  premiums  in  1914,  as  against  25,061,576 
pesetas  in  1913.  Premiums  on  tontine  policies  increased  from  7,964,- 
723  pesetas  in  1913  to  9,450.387  pesetas  in  1914;  premiums  on  fire 
insurance  policies,  from  19,623,900  )>esetas  to  19,851,508  pesetas.  Of 
the  premiums  on  life  insurance  policies  about  two-thirds  (in  value) 
went  to  foreign  companies  doing  business  in  Spain;  of  the  premiums 
on  fire  insurance  policies,  about  two-thirds  went  to  Spanisli  companies. 
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TO  ISSUE  AKNUAL  EDITION  OF  LIST  OF  BADIO  STATIONS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  has  in  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Printer  its  annual  edition  of  the  "  List  of  radio  stations  of 
the  United  States,"  containing  a  list  of  5.073  stations.  The  table 
here  given  shows  the  number  of  land,  ship,  special  land,  and  amateur 
stations  in  this  publication,  as  compared  with  that  of  191^: 


Classes  ot  stutkxu. 

»14 

1915 

IncFUia. 

18S 

SOS 
14 

2,796 

234 

895 
118 
3,83S 

S5 
0 
64 
1,040 

3,934 

3,  on 

1, 13) 

The  appendix  to  this  list  contains  several  articles  of  interest  to 
radio  operators.  The  books,  which  will  be  available  by  Xov^ber  1, 
may  be  procured  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  at  15  cents  per  copy.  Copies  of  the  "  Radio-conununica- 
tion  lavrs  and  regulations  "  may  be  procured  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Dociunents  at  15  cents  per  copy. 


COOPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S  FEOFITS  IN  ENGLAND. 

[CoDsnl  Homer  M.  Bjrlngton,  Leeds,  Sept.  IS.] 

The  Deeds  Industrial  Cooperative  Society  reports  $5,166,909  total 
sales  for  the  half  year  ended  June  30, 1915,  or  an  increase  of  $1,225,- 
696  over  the  like  period  of  1914  and  a  record  for  the  society.  Xhe 
share  capital  stood  at  $4,703,277,  an  increase  of  $226,462,  and  niom- 
bers  increased  by  1,818  to  49,785.  After  allowing  $80,973  for  interest 
on  capital  and  $53,453  for  depi-eciation,  thfi  amount  available  fqi*  dis- 
tribution was  $662,353,  which  was  disposed  of  as  follows:  Dividend 
on  members'  purchases  aggregating  $4,763,866,  at  2s.  9d.  in  the  pound 
(about  13s  cents  on  each  dollar's  worth  purchased),  $055,030;  for 
educational  piurposes,  $4,858 ;  balance  to  next  half  year,  $2,465. 


INCREASED  DIVIDEND  OF  aEEHAN  SUaAR  COMFANT. 

[Consul  Harry  O.  Seltzer.  Broslaa,  Sept.  15.] 

The  Zuckerfabrik  Altjauer  A.  G.  in  the  Breslau  consular  district 
will  propose  a  7J  per  cent  dividend  at  its  annual  meeting,  against  4 
per  cent  in  1914.  This  is  especially  noteworthy  since  the  reserve 
fund  of  the  corporation  suffered  considerably  by  the  failure  of  a 
banking  house  in  Jauer,  and  this  loss  had  to  be  restored  before  profits 
could  be  considered. 


RUSSIAN  EUBAROO  ON  CALFSKINS. 

According  to  a  telegram  received  from  the  American  Consular 
General  at  Moscow  October  9, 1915,  the  exportation  of  calfskins  from 
Russia  has  been  prohibited. 
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CKOF  PROSPECTS  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Huret,  Barcelona,  Sept  18.] 

The  chief  of  the  agricultural  bui-eau  in  Barcelona  has  recently  re- 
ported on  the  condition  of  crops  at  the  end  of  Auffust  of  this  year  in 
the  four  Provinces  of  Catalonia  in  northeastern  Spain.  Cereals  in 
general  are  doin-;  well,  though  the  Lerida  wheat  crop  has  suffered 
some  damage  from  the  unusual  rainfall  that  has  been  general 
throughout  the  whole  region.  Tomatoes  did  well  in  those  sections 
where  the  pliints  were  not  attacked  by  peronospora.  There  is  every 
indication  that  the  yield  of  olives  in  Lerida  will  be  plentiful.^  In 
Tarragona  abundant  crops  of  beans,  rice,  and  carobs  are  promised. 
In  none  of  tlie  Provinces,  however,  is  the  state  of  the  vineyards  satis- 
factory, all  reporting  the  presence  of  mildew  or  black  rot. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  in  July  64,000  metric  tons  (of  2,204.6 
pounds)  of  wheat  were  imported  into  Spain,  all  of  which  is  stated 
to  have  come  from  Argentina  and  the  United  States.  More  than  half 
of  it  was  unloaded  at  Barcelona.  During  the  same  month  Spain 
imported  24,000  metric  tons  of  com,  7,000  of  which  were  unloaded 
at  the  port  of  Barcelona,  all  purchased  in  Argentina. 

[Consul  Paul  H.  Foster.  Jerei  de  la  Frontera.  Sept  7.] 

yintage  of  the  Jerez  de  la  Frontera  Slstrlet 

Reports  received  from  various  portions  of  the  Jerez  wine  dis- 
tricts indicate  on  average  shortage  of  25  per  cent  as  compared  with 
the  crop  of  a  year  ago.  This  is  attributed,  jointly,  to  the  appear- 
ance of  mildew  and  unusually  high  temperatures.  Against  this 
must  be  placed  an  increase  in  acreage  of  bearing  vines,  from  re- 
plantings  on  American  stock,  estimated  at  5  per  cent. 

Prices  show  an  apparently  paradoxical  trend.  Grapes  from  whidi 
the  hi^h-grade  wines  are  made  have  declined  in  price  25  per  cent 
as  against  last  yeai*,  while  those  from  which  the  low-grade  wines  are 
pressed  have  increased.  There  has  been  a  corresponding  fall  and 
rise  in  high-grade  and  low-grade  wines.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  low  grades  can  be  made  immediately  available,  either  through, 
distillation  into  wine  spirits  or  for  common  table  use,  whereas  the 
higher  grades  must  be  held  for  several  years  to  develop  the  bouquet 
that  constitutes  their  value  as  a  fine  wine,  so  the  financial  problem 
of  a  slow  or  quick  turnover  of  capital  is  the  basis  of  this  apparently 
anomalous  condition. 

[Consular  Agent  Bartle?  F.  foBt,  Almerla,  Sept  11.1 

Fewer  but  Better  Orapes  in  Almerla  Frovinoe. 

The  consensus  of  opinion  among  the  fruit-exporting  firms  of  Al- 
meria  Province  is  that  tlie  1915  grape  crop  will  not  exceed  60  per 
cent  of  last  year's  production,  whicii  was  nearly  1,780.000  barrels  of 
approximately  50  pounds  each.  The  quality  of  the  fruit,  however, 
promises  to  bo  unusually  good,  with  better  keeping  qualities  tlian  in 
normal  years,  when  more  fertilizers  are  used  to  force  its  gi'owth, 
often  at  the  expense  of  the  keeping  qualities  of  the  fruit.  This  year 
many  farmers  were  financially  unable  to  purchase  the  quantities  of 
fertilizers  desired,  and  it  is  claimed  by  some  that  this  is  partly  re- 
sponsible for  tlie  crop  shortage.  Harvesting  is  about  a  fortnight  late 
th  is  year. 
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Thus  far  the  English  markets  have  taken  nearly  all  the  fruit  ex- 
ported, although  Dutch  dealers  are  showing  much  activity.  The 
prices  realized  for  both  red  and  white  grapes  in  Liverpool  have  been 
very  satisfactory,  and  from  present  indications  an  unusually  large 
proportion  of  the  crop  will  be  shipped  to  England,  in  which  event, 
it  is  believed  here,  shipments  to  the  United  States  will  be  consid- 
erably curtailed.  Con^anr  to  the  impression  prevailing  earlier  in 
the  year,  there  will  be  no  ^arth  of  steamers  either  for  the  European 
or  the  American  trade,  but  the  freight  rates  have  been  increased  this 
year  to  60  shillings  ($14.60)  per  ton  of  25  barrels.  The  first  ship- 
ments of  Almeria  grap^  were  started  on  September  11. 

[ConBol  Perdval  Oaawtt,  HtlacH,  Sept  10.] 
Baisln  Crop  of  Xala^a  Ststrlct. 

This  season's  crop  of  muscatels  is  somewhat  short  of  average  pro- 
duction and  is  decidedly  backward.  In  normal  years  supplies  begin 
to  reach  Malaga  about  the  middle  of  September;  but  nothing  except- 
ing low  grades,  and  these  in  relatively  limited  quantities,  are  now  ex- 
pected until  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 

The  demand  for  Malaga  fruit,  particularly  loose  muscatels,  is  re- 
ported to  be  much  more  active  than  usual.  London  stocks  are  lower 
than  they  have  been  for  several  years  past,  and  because  of  serious 
damage,  through  vine  diseases,  to  the  Denia  crop  and  the  uncertainty 

Prevailing  with  respect  to  exports  from  Turkey,  imexpected  orders 
are  been  diverted  here. 

Considerable  competition  exists  among  exporters  to  secure  sup- 
plies. Prices  are  commencing  to  stiffen  and  will  undoubtedly  ruld 
high  this  year. 
Tordaa  and  Taleneia  Alnoadi. 

Jordan  almonds  usually  begin  to  reach  this  market  at  the  end  of 
July,  and  August  receipts  are  generally  heavy.  This  season,  how- 
ever, the  crop  is  fully  three  weeks  late,  and  at  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember the  major  portion  of  the  crop  was  reported  to  be  still  in  the 
shell.  Valencia  almonds  usually  begin  a  month  later  than  Jordans; 
that  is  to  say,  about  the  end  of  August ;  but  this  year,  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  crop,  not  10  per  cent  of  the  usual  September  receipts 
are  expected  to  reach  Malaga. 

In  certain  districts  it  is  reported  that  a  very  short  crop  of  Jordans 
will  be  gathered,  due  to  early  frost  and  high  winds,  but  the  abundant 
yield  in  other  places  more  than  compensates  for  the  loss,  and  the 
total  crop  will  be  a  large  one.  On  the  whole,  there  seems  to  be  an 
unusually  good  yield  of  v  alencias. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Grace?,  Serine,  Sept  7.] 

Heat  Affeets  Seville  Olives. 

Excessive  heat  during  the  first  week  of  August  (the  temperature 
rising  to  120°  in  the  shade)  caused  some  damage  to  the  olive  trees 
in  the  Seville  district.  Local  optimists  believe  that  the  trees  had 
sufficient  storage  of  sap  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  heat,  and  that 
as  the  end  of  the  month  gave  cooler  weather  the  actual  crop  may 
not  have  been  seriously  affected.  Undoubtedly  some  damage  has 
resulted,  but  it  is  not  oelieved  that  this  is  enough  to  cause  alarm. 
The  manzanilla  olives  are  the  ones  that  have  suffered  most 
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THE  NEW  BBTTISH  BUSOET. 

The  London  Times  for  September  23  gives  the  foUowing  sum- 
mary of  the  proposed  British  budget: 

The  reception  given  to  the  Inidfret  Is,  on  the  whole,  favorable.  It  Is  gen- 
ernlly  rect^nlml  thnt  Mr.  KlclCeima  has  endeavored  to  distribate  the  new 
taxes  fairly  between  alt  classes  and  that  little. opposition  will  be  offered  in 
Parliament  to  his  proposals. 

The  only  loud  coiuxilalnt  that  has  so  far  been  raised  comes  from  the  manu- 
facturers of  picture  post  carila,  who  believe  that  the  abolition  of  the  half- 
penny (1-cent)  post  will  seriously  reduce  their  businras.  A  meeting  of  tlie 
loading  nieu  In  the  trade  will  bo  called  early  next  week  to  consider  the  qnef^ 
tion  of  sending  a  deputation  representing  the  whole  of  the  trades  Interested 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxehequer.  Meetings  of  people  engaged  In  other 
Industries  and  businessoft  affected  by  the  budget  have  also  been  arranged,  but 
with  the  object  of  considering  bow  the  taxes  shall  be  passed  to  the  consumer 
rather  than  of  organizing  criticism  or  c^)po8ltion. 

Operation  of  Kew  Income  Tax. 

No  one  Is  disposed  to  quarrel  with  the  40  per  cent  addition  to  the  Income  tar. 
The  reduction  of  the  abatement  level  from  £160  to  £120  (from  $780  to  585)  has 
caused  a  Uttle  surprise,  however,  not  so  much  over  the  actual  lowering  of  the 
abatement  as  because  of  the  absence  of  any  new  graduation  of  the  charges. 

'  It  Is  Interesting  to  compare  the  position  of  a  man  e&rnlng  £300  ($1,460)  a 
year  under  the  new  taxation  with  tats  position  before  the  war.  For  the  purposes 
of  the  illustration  It  may  be  assumed  that  he  has  two  children  under  10  years 
of  age,  and  that  he  pays  In  Insurance  premiums  £20  ($07)  a  year.  Under  the 
old  system  he  paid  a  tax  of  9d.  in  the  pound  on  £80  a  year  (18  cents  on  each 
$4.8665  of  a  total  of  $390).  When  he  comes  to  pay  the  full  taxation  now 
imposed  he  must  find  2s.  Id.  (50  cents)  In  the  pound  on  £120  ($585).  The 
Increase  Is  from  £3  to  £12  10s.  (from  $14.60  to  $60.85). 

The  rise  Is  still  more  marked  in  the  case  of  the  man  with  £250  ($1,215)  a 
year.  Assuming  that  he.  too.  has  two  children  and  his  Insurance  premiums 
absorb  £10  ($48.65)  a  year,  his  income  tax  is  raised  from  £1  lOs.  ($7.30)  to 
£8  69.' 8d.  ($40.55).  In  addition,  he  Is  faced  with  a  rise  In  the  breakfast  table 
expensea. 

On  a  moderate  calculation  the  mlddle^laas  tatber  of  a  fiimily  has  to  grapple 
with  a  20  per  cent  depreciation  of  bis  Income.  It  should  be  added  that  the 
Introduction  of  the  system  of  payment  of  income  tax  by  Installments  Is  warmly 

welcomed. 

Comparative  Table  of  Income-Tax  Bates. 

The  following  table  shows  bow  the  new  incmne-tax  pn^msals  alEect  vartoua 

Incomes : 


Inctanefl 
whoUy 
eamea. 


Old  tax 

for  1915-16. 


New  tax 
for  1«U-1«. 


PropoBed 
tw[  for 
1910-17. 


Inoomea 
vhoUy 

MIMd. 


Old  tax 

for  IflU-U. 


New  tax 

for  UU-18. 


Propowd 
tax  (or 

19U-17. 


$730... 

s:>o,.. 

VJio... 
SI, 215. 
Sl.tfiO. 
11,700. 
tl.W. 

t2,m. 

12,435. 


ST.  30 
14.  GO 
32.85 
-51. 10 
69.35 
87.60 
109.50 
127.76 


14.80 

8.75 
13.15 
17.60 
26.30 
35.05 
50.95 
18.85 
100.75 
122.66 
153.30 
175.20 


S5.60 
10.20 
15.30 

sn.45 

,10,  C5 
40.90 
C6.45 
1)2.00 
117.55 
143.10 
178.83  I' 
204.40  I 


82,675. 
S2,»20. 
$3, 160. 
53,400. 

$4. -•■71). 
$7,300. 
S!i.T.15. 
$12, 170 
S14,600 


S156.95 

175.20 
211. SO 
229.95 

i9i'.0O 
328.50 
3(15.00 
638. 75 

'm.  30 

1,4)9.40 


S197. 10 
319.C0 
363.75 
175.95 
350.40 
394.30 
43X.00 
766.60 
1,167.95 
1,703.30 
189. 93 


S329.9a 

2e.so 

296.35 
321.90 
40S.80 
459.90 
611.00 
804.20 
1,3G2.60 
1,9S7.15 
3^554.90 


These  are  the  figures  for  incomes  wholly  earned.  Slightly  higher  rates  apply 
to  Incomes  half  earned  and  half  unearned,  and  still  higher  rates  to  those 
incomes  that  are  wholly  unearned. 
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proposed  Rates  on  Large  Incomes. 


The  following  table"  shows  the  effect  of  the  new  proposals  on  incomes  over 
£3,000  ($14,600),  the  amounts  given  being  the  total  of  the  Income  tnx  and  the 
supertax  combined : 


InODIIM. 

Old  tax 
for  I915-M. 

New  tax 
for  1915-ia. 

Proposed 
tax  for 
1916-17. 

Income. 

Old  tax 
for  191S-I6. 

New  tax 
for  1915-16. 

Proposed 
tax  for 
1915-16. 

S14.806  

«1,»7 
3,792 
0,713 
23^385 
HSB6 

t2,W2 
4,400 
11,092 
30,008 
42,724 

S2,6S7 
4,008 

12,308 
29,341 
46,347 

$194,700 

•47,428 

60,000 
91,429 
122,859 

SG8,540 

74,356 
113,696 
153,437 

163,406 
£0.439 
123.021 
165,003 

S24,300  

S48,  TOO  

^,300 
S36fi,000 

$486,700 

No  account  Is  taken  in  the  foregoing  tables  of  allowances  In  respect  of  Ufa 
insurance  premiums  ami  children,  which,  In  many  cases,  would  substantially 
reduce  the  tax  payable  and  the  virtual  rate. 


The  Breakfast  Table. 


The  immediate  effect  of  the  Increased  taxes  on  "the  breakfast  table"  la 
shown  by  the  following  list  of  prices  of  typical  commodities  as  they  stood  b^ore 
the  budget  and  as  they  stand  now : 


Commodities. 

Oldprioe. 

Newprloe. 

Per  pound. 
10.  tt 
.45 
.69 
.30 
.06 

.07 
.08 

Per  pound. 
SO.  57 
.47 
.60 
.22 
.07 

.OS 
.13 

Sugar 

It  Is  evident  from  these  prices,  which  were  quoted  at  one  of  the  leading  pro- 
vision stores  in  London  yesteixlay,  that  the  whole  of  the  additional  charges  on 
food  will,  for  the  present  at  any  rate,  he  passed  on  by  the  retailer  to  the  con- 
sumer.  Restaurant  prices  will  also  I>e  raised. 

The  rise  in  food  prices  will  not  be  confined  to  the  articles  directly  subject  to 
the  new  duties.  The  cost  of  sugar,  for  example,  affects  the  cost  of  jam,  sweets, 
biscuits,  and  other  foodstuffs.  It  is  nnticipatetl  that  the  price  of  jam  will  be 
raised  by  halfpenny  [1  cent]  per  pound  and  the  price  of  sweets  by  a  halfpenny 
for  4  ounces.  Condensoil  milk  will  probably  also  be  dearer.  Tate  &  Sons,  the 
well-known  refiners,  made  the  following  quotalions  yesterday :  No.  1  cubes, 
50s.  6d.  per  hundredweight  [$12.29  per  112  pounds],  as  against  31s.  [$T.54]  on 
Tuesday;  H.  T.  S.  cubes,  50s  [$12.17]  per  hundredweight,  as  against  30s.  6d. 
[¥7.<£2]  on  Tuesday;  standni'd  granulated, 33s. and  32s. 3d.  [$8.03  and  $7.85],  aa 
against  28&  and  27s.  6d.  [$6.81  and  $G.69]  on  Tuesday.  , 

Hew  Tobacco  Prices — Postal  Changes. 

Further  taxes  on  tobacco  were  fully  expected,  and,  while  the  50  per  cent  ad- 
vance may  unsettle  the  trade  for  a  while,  it  is  believed  that  the  disturbance 
will  be  temiwrary  and  that  business  will  soon  right  itself.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Wholesale  Tobacconist. s'  Protection  As.socIation  (Ltd.),  heUl  in  I/Ondon  last 
night,  the  following  list  of  suggested  prices  for  retail  tobacconists,  to  come 
into  operation  immediately,  was  agreed  upon  [values  converted  to  American 
currencyl :  Tobacco  and  snuff — Up  to  9  cents  per  ounce,  3  cents  advance ;  over 
0  cents  per  ounce,  4  cents  advance;  Imported  toliaccos  and  tobacco  manufactured 
in  bond,  5  cents  advance.  Cigarettes — Two-cent  pacliets  advanced  to  8  cents 
or  two  for  5  cents;  4-ceot  packets,  to  5  cents;  5-cont  pacliets,  to  7  cents;  G-cent 


•  The  flgnrcfl  wnented  la  this  aatj  in  the  preceding  table  are  not  exact  eqalvaleots  of  tbose  given  by 
tbe  Ttanci,  but  ure  been  rotmded  oB  after  converUug  the  Times'  figures  to  Amerleaii  cnrreucy  st  the 
nte  emSBes  to  UM  poand  stwUnf. 
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packets,  to  8  cents ;  8-cent  packets,  to  10  cents ;  9-cent  packets,  to  12  cents ;  and 

18-cent  packets,  to  24  cents ;  other  brands,  25  o  33  per  cent  Increase.  Cigars — 
Advances  varying  from  60  cents  to  $1.83  per  100,  according  to  quality. 

While  some  tobacconists  yesterday  were  selling  their  present  stocks  at  the  old 
prices,  there  was  a  peiiernl  tendency  to  ask  customers  to  pay  the  extra  tax  at 
once.    This,  it  is  oxi>lnIneil,  was  done  to  prevent  a  rush  on  their  supplies. 

It  was  stated  at  the  General  Post  Ofllre  yeslorday  that  the  new  post-oflBce 
rates  will  proliably  not  become  operative  until  November  1,  the  estimates  being 
ba.sed  ou  that  date.  Printers  foresee  a  loss  of  work  by  the  aboiition  of  Imlf- 
penny  postage,  and,  as  stated,  manufacturers  of  post  cards  are  greatly  con- 
cerned about  the  situation.  Sir  Adolph  Tuck,  managing  director  of  Itnlplmel 
Tuck  &  Sons,  said  that  early  in  the  war  mnny  printers  spent  large  suiu.s  of 
money  in  laying  down  new  machinery  for  printing  colored  post  cards  of  a  kind 
previously  obtalnetl  from  the  Continent,  and  that  tiie  abolition  of  taalf'^tenny 
postage  would  mean  a  heavy  loss  to  tliese  firms. 

Patent  Kedloines  and  OasoUne — ^Import  Duties. 

So  far  the  doubling  of  the  duty  on  patent  roedtclnes  has  not  produced  an 
in<Tease  of  prices;  but  we  are  Informetl  by  the  secretary  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association  that  the  manufacturers  concerned  will  meet  this 
week  to  discuss  the  matter,  and  that  prices  will  inevitably  be  raised. 

The  eflfect  of  the  budget  on  motor  spirit  (gasoline)  has  been  quite  unex- 
I»ected.  The  additional  tax  is  3d.  (0  cents)  iier  gallon,  but  to  the  surprise 
of  consumers  the  price  of  spirit  iias  been  advancetl  not  3d.  but  5d.  per  gallon. 

The  proposed  duty  on  imported  motor  cars,  while  welcomet]  by  British  manu- 
facturers, is  regarded  with  anxiety  by  agents  for  cars  of  American  and  French 
makes.  One  point  upon  which  grrat  uncertainty  prevailed  in  the  motor  trade 
was  as  to  wliether  imiwrteil  tires  were  subject  to  the  duty.  We  are  informed 
that,  in  a  telegram  to  the  Goodrich  Tire  Co.,  the  CliancellDr  of  the  Bxctaequer 
lias  stated  that  tires  are  Included  in  the  term  "  motor  cars  and  parts." 

The  new  duty  on  cinema  films  Is  cordially  approved  by  British  film  pro- 
ducers. Experts  in  tiie  cinema-film  business  are  puzzled  to  know  how  the 
revenue  authorities  will  interpret  "  ad  valorem."  Tlie  value  of  a  film,  one 
expert  pointed  out,  does  not  Ue  in  the  negative  itself — most  films  are  imported 
OS  negatives — but  in  the  money  the  owners  can  get  for  the  copies  made  here 
from  tlint  negative.  Will  the  revenue  nuthorities  accept  the  Intrinsic  value — 
say  IJd.  (3  cents)  per  foot — or  the  real  value?  "  Some  negjitlves  of  3,000  feet," 
the  expwt  said,  "might  be  reasonably  valued  at  £200  ($075).  On  the  other 
hand,  there  Is  the  film  of  '  The  Eternal  City,'  proiiuceil  l>y  an  American  com- 
IMiny.  At  least  £20,000  ($97,500>  will  be  made  out  of  the  hire  of  this  negative. 
As  a  Valuer  I  should  say  that  the  value  of  that  negative  Is  £10,000  (948,606), 
and  therefore  the  duty  on  it  should  be  £3,333  (¥16,220). 


LIMITED  MAEKET  FOR  YEAST  CAKES. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  narrls.] 

Several  American  housewives  living  in  Central  America  mentioned 
the  difficulty  of  getting  good  yeast  for  baking  purposes  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  if  yea.st  cakes  were  put  up  m  air-tight  tins  and  pre- 
pared to  keep  a  considerable  length  of  time  there  should  be  a 
fairly  good  demand  for  them.  TTndoubtcdlj'  there  would  be  a  market 
of  some  extent  among  the  Americans,  English,  French,  and  Germans 
resident  there,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  this  element  is  sufficiently  numer- 
ous to  make  the  venture  a  paying  one.  In  few  of  the  native  houses 
is  yeast-rison  bread  baked.  The  crusty  rolls  to  go  with  tlie  early 
morning  coffee  and  fruit  usually  come  from  the  panaderia  (bakcrv)'. 
Luncheon  is,  as  a  rule,  served  with  the  tasty  corn  tortillas,  and  this 
latter  form  of  bread  is  preferred  l)y  most  natives  for  the  evening 
meal  also.    Yeast  is  not  used  in  its  preparation. 
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UUINKSE  CATTLE  FOB  THE  FHILIFPINES. 

[Crainil  General  Gteoiie  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Brttlsta  China,  Aag.  18;  we  also  Coii- 

UBBCE  Reports  for  Oct.  2.] 

After  a  break  in  the  trade  of  nearly  five  years,  the  shipment  of 
live  cattle  from  Hongkong  to  the  Philippines  has  again  been  mider- 
taken  as  a  result  of  the  action  of  the  Philippine  authorities  in  letting 
down  the  bars  against  such  traffic  raised  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
the  cattle  diseases  now  prevalent  in  south  Asia  out  of  the  islands. 
The  renewal  of  the  impoit  of  cattle  from  Hongkong  is  the  revamping 
of  an  old  and  at  one  time  very  important  trade.  The  declared 
exports  of  cattle  from  Hongkong  to  the  Philippines  in  1910  were 
valued  at  $510,626,  while  as  a  result  of  restrictions  on  the  trade  gi-ow- 
ing  out  of  the  animal  quarantine  the  trade  fell  to  a  value  of  $20D,097 
in  1911  and  became  inconsequential  in  subsequent  years. 

From  time  to  time,  as  a  result  of  pressure  from  consumers  in  the 
Philippines  against  high  prices  of  meat,  due  to  the  shortage  of  native 
animals  in  the  islands  and  the  high  prices  of  frozen  meats  from 
Australia,  efforts  have  been  made  to  resume  the  shipment  of  South 
China  cattle  arranging  for  immunizing  the  animals  in  Hongkong. 
There  have  also  been  attempts  to  import  live  stock  from  Hongkong 
into  the  Philippines  by  establishing  stations  to  which  the  cattle  could 
be  taken  for  slaughter.  The  chief  obstacle  to  trading  under  such 
restrictions  was  the  increased  cost  of  the  animals.  Under  the  regiila- 
tions  now  effective  cattle  may  be  imported  from  Hongkong  to  Pan- 
dacan,  near  Manila,  where  they  are  to  be  slaughtered.  It  is  believed 
that  with  proper  care  dealers  will  experience  ro  difficulty  in  carrying 
on  the  trade  for  a  time  at  least. 

In  anticipation  of  the  present  course  of  things  arrangements  were 
made  about  a  month  a^o  for  the  exportation  of  frozen  meat  from 
Hongkong  to  the  Philippines,  the  arrangement  at  that  time  con- 
templating the  shipment  of  about  500  carcasses  per  month.  The  ar- 
rangement is  being  carried  out  successfully  and  the  volume  of  ship- 
ments is  likely  to  be  increased  materially  in  the  immediate  future. 


CABIE  COHITECTIOH  FOB  HONBUBAS. 

[Consul  E.  U.  Lawton,  Tegucigalpa,  Aug.  2.] 

Recently  this  office  took  up  with  the  Government  authorities  the 
(question  of  a  cable  connection,  and  was  informed  that  only  a  short 
tune  ago  they  had  approached  the  Central  and  South  American 
Telegraph  Co.  with  that  end  in  view,  but  apparently  that  company 
did  not  consider  the  proposition  favorably.  The  nearest  cable  sta- 
tion to  the  Pacific  side  of  Honduras  is  that  at  Libertad,  Salvador. 

The  Honduras  Government  has  expressed  a  desire  to  have  a  direct 
cable  connection  and  would  be  interested  in  any  proposition  to  that 
end.  More  than  3,000  cablegrams  are  sent  annually,  at  an  average 
annual  cost  of  60,000  pesos  ($20,000  at  present  rate  of  exchange). 
The  rate  to  the  United  States  is  2.35  pesos  ($0.78)  per  word.  A  copy 
(in  Spanish)  of  the  cable  rates  to  the  various  countries  is  transmitted 
with  this  report  [and  will  be  loaned  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.  Refer  to  file  No.  65999]. 
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COMSEECIAI  BEIATIONS  WITH  LATIN  AMEBICA. 

In  discussing  the  plans  of  the  United  States  Government  for  the 
promotion  of  closer  commercial  relations  with  Latin  American  coun- 
tries, both  in  regard  to  tariff  arrangements  and  the  improvement 
of  transportation  facilities,  the  Buenos  Aires  newspaper  La  Prensa 
comments  as  follows  in  its  issue  of  August  31, 1915: 

This  Government  Initiative  Is  nocossitated  by  the  fact  that  private  initiative, 
always  deliberate,  would  not  accomplish  the  purpose  with  the  dispatch  oad 
broadness  that  the  circumstances  warrant  and  demand,  the  United  States  being 
at  present  the  only  country  that  Is  In  a  condition  to  replace  the  nations  at 
war  which  have  suspended  or  considerably  restricted  their  commercial  i-elatlons. 

Tills  propitious  situation  for  tiie  North  Americans  will  be  continued,  even 
after  the  restoration  of  pence,  since  the  warring  nations  will  not  be  able  to  re- 
sume their  full  industrial  and  commercial  activity  until  they  have  recuperated 
from  Uie  serious  losses  and  shocks  to  their  financial  and  economic  forces. 

The  foresight  with  which  the  American  Governinent  regards  its  exceptional 
opportunity  promises  well  for  tlie  success  of  its  plans. 

But  Government  initiative  Is  not  enoaf^  since  Its  volne  is  limited  to  giving 
scope  and  facilities  to  commercial  relations,  and  It  can  not  by  itsdf  prtmiote 
transactions  which  depend  essentially  on  the  commercial  methods  that  the 
interested  parties  ailopt  to  win  a  market  already  bound  by  strong  ties  to  com- 
lieting  nations  wlio  have  won  their  pcisltion  without  the  aid  of  treaties  or  ftscal 
incentives  but  merely  by  their  force,  diligence,  and  skill. 

These  countries,  which  have  won  such  advantngeous  positions  In  onr  market, 
have  gained  them  by  a  system  of  sale,  manufacture,  and  exportation,  by  easy 
terms  and  a  regard  for  the  conditions  and  tastes  of  tlie  consumers,  and  by 
i-eas<mable  prices.  They  also  at  the  same  time  encourage*!  reciprocal  commercial 
relations  by  Increasing  their  consumption  of  our  products. 

For  the  expansion  and  strengthening  of  these  relations  no  special  treaties 
liave  t>een  necessary,  and  they  have  been  established  in  spite  of  the  obstacles 
of  onr  customs  barriers. 

Tliese  conviuclng  examples  indicate  that  while  government  action  and  initia- 
tive may  favor  commercial  relations,  they  are  not  indispensable,  and  may  even 
prove  futile  If  they  are  not  seconded  by  the  Individual  efforts  of  those  who  are 
culled  upon  to  bring  about  their  realization  and  to  take  tlieir  places  tn  the  lists 
of  international  competition. 

If  the  plans  and  projects  of  the  American  Government  are  to  have  definite 
results,,  mevclmnts  and  manufacturers,  for  whose  aid  they  are  Intended,  must 
assist  with  their  force  and  intelligence,  building  up  methods  that  would  fai^U- 
tate  business  and  create  a  demand  for  their  merchandise. 

Without  this  aid  the  Government  efforts  will  be  in  vain  and  will  be  defOited 
by  the  opposition  or  slowness  of  the  agents,  who,  owing  to  lack  of  skill  or  lib- 
erality, miglit  tte  unable  to  meet  the  competition  of  their  more  diligent  and  ven- 
turesome rivals. 

The  causes  whicli  serve  to  restrict  our  commercial  development  with  the 
United  States  are  to  be  found  to  a  lar^  extent  In  this  lack  of  practical  sense 
to  oiierate  in  a  competitive  market,  domlimted  by  rivals  who  dispute  it  on  the 
basis  of  large  sales  at  ni<Hlerntc  prices  and  on  liberal  terms,  which  induce  the 
merchants  to  buy  their  goods  wltliout  compulsion  of  Immediate  payment. 

If  tlie  North  Americans  adopt  the  methods  which  have  given  such  exc^lent 
results,  tlie  ofHcIal  plan  of  the  American  Government  will  have  positive  and 
permanent  boncflts.  and  tlie  position  they  may  occupy  by  reason  of  the  unfor- 
tiiiiato  circuuistiiiU'CS  of  their  couiiietitors  will  be  firm,  based  on  the  prefemice 
of  the  market.  Otherwise  it  will  be  only  an  ephemeral  and  spa.smodlc  effort, 
which  win  fail  to  pieces  as  soon  as  the  relations  of  the  commercial  world 
resume  their  normal  course. 


American  needles  should  meet  with  a  ready  sale  in  Central 
America^  reports  Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.  The  needles  now 
being  offered  there  are  said  to  be  unsatisfactory,  defective  in  Uie  eye, 
and  made  of  poor  metal  that  will  not  hold  a  point. 
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LEATEEBrTBABE  GOlTOrnONS  IN  QEBUAITT. 

[Consul  General  H.  W.  Ban-Is,  FTRnkfort-OD-the-Ualn,  Sept.  llj 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Frankfurter  Zeitung  furnishes  a  brief  review 
of  the  leather  trade  in  Germany  thnt  may  hare  some  interest  as 
bearing  upon  an  industry  on  which  extraordinary  demands  have 
been  made  by  the  war.  Much  activity  in  this  trade  is  sure  to  follow 
the  making  of  peace,  and  the  American  leather  industry — of  which 
Frankfort  is  an  important  center — will  doubtless  have  a  share  in 
replenishing  depleted  stocks  not  only  in  Germany  but  in  other  coim- 
tries  now  at  war.  No  other  branch  of  American  trade  in  this  local- 
ity is  better  organized  than  leather,  and  those  manufacturers  who 
"would  enter  this  field  will  do  well  to  reckon  on  the  need  of  adequate 
organization}  with  ample  warehouse  facilities,  etc.  The  fact  that 
Frankfort  is  a  leather  center  and  that  several  of  the  important  shoe 
factories  are  in  this  part  of  Germany  make  the  city,  with  its  rail- 
way connections  in  all  directions,  a  desirable  one  from  which  to 
market  this  product. 

The  review  referred  to  says,  among  other  things,  that  through 
various  actions  taken  by  the  Government  [for  an  account  of  the 
Government-fixed  maximum  prices  for  hides,  see  Commerce  Kepobts 
dated  Jan.  29,  1915]  the  conditions  of  the  leather  industry  in  Ger- 
many have  cnanged  materially  of  late.  While  during  the  first 
months  of  the  war  there  was  activity  in  all  branches  of  the  industry 
and  in  some  cases  excessive  profits  were  realized,  there  prevails  at 
present  a  somewhat  restricted  activity,  and  in  most  cases  but  little 
can  be  said  of  large  profits.  It  has  also  now  become  certain  that  an 
actual  scarcity  of  leather,  as  to  which  some  fears  prevailed,  has  not 
arisen,  nor  would  such  scarcity  seem  probable,  "niough  not  every- 
one is  able  to  get  just  that  sort  of  leather  he  prefers  for  specifil  pur- 
poses, it  can  not  be  said  there  is  scarcity  of  leather  as  a  whole,  nor 
IS  there  danger  that  the  needs  of  the  axmv  will  not  be  mef;  ox  the 
civil  population  not  sufficiently  provided  lor.  The  question  of  the 
readjustment  of  prices  for  leather  must  await  the  return  of  normal 
conditions.  / 


8CASCIT7  07  FEMALE  EXFLOYEES  US  SXLESU. 

[CoDBUl  Harry  0.  Seltzer,  Brcslaa,  Germany,  Sept.  7,  1915.] 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  Breslau  branch  of  the  Mer- 
chants* Employment  Agency  has  reported  932  vacancies  for  women 
in  commercial  positions.  To  fill  these  positions  there  were  only  655 
applicants  or  277  less  than  required.  Out  of  this  number  400  secured 
satisfactory  employment.  Thus  61.07  per  cent  of  the  applicants 
were  accepted  and  42.92  per  cent  of  the  positions  were  filled.  The 
information  bureau  of  the  agency  serves  war  widows  and  orphans 
free  of  charge,  and  often  assists  them  in  the  preparation  for  these 
positions.  In  the  teaching  profession  there  are  always  vacancies  for 
well-gualified  young  ladies,  and  the  demand  far  exceeds  the  supply. 

This  report  of  the  Mwchants'  Employment  Agency  is  fully  sub- 
stantiated by  the  numerous  "Help  wanted"  advertisements  in  the 
daily  papers  of  Breslau. 
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JAMAH'S  SUBSIDIES  TO  HOSTE  AU£BICAN  LINES. 

[Tlce  Conaol  M.  D.  Elrjassoff,  Yokobatna,  Jnpan,  Ang.  24 ;  Bapplementliuc  dispatches  tn 

CoMHBRCH  Bepobts  for  Oct.  6.  191K.T 

Inquiries  made  by  this  office  in  official  quarters  in  Japan  as  to  ivhat 
share  of  the  shipping  subsidy  allowed  for  the  North  American  lines, 
each  of  the  three  companies — the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  the  Osaka 
Shosen  Kaisha,  and  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha — will  receive,  have 
been  fruitless  of  results.  Examination  of  the  regulations  undsr  which 
subsidies  are  granted,  however,  makes  it  possible  to  approximate  the 
sum  each  company  will  get. 

According  to  these  regulations,  50  sen  ($0,249)  is  to  be  granted  to 
a  ship,  not  more  than  5  years  old,  per  gross  ton  for  every  1,000  miles 
at  12  knots  per  hour,  plus  a  10  per  cent  increase  for  each  knot  per 
hour  faster  than  12,  plus  a  25  per  cent  increase  for  vessels  which  have 
been  built  according  to  plans  approved  by  the  Government.  Five  per 
cent  is  to  be  deducted  for  each  year  of  the  ship's  age  in  excess  of  5. 

The  Government  will  grant  a  subsidy  to  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  for 
three  vessels,  namely  the  Tenyo  Maru^  the  Chiyo  Maru^  and  the 
Shinyo  Maru,  of  about  13,000  gross  tons  each;  to  the  Osaka  Shosen 
Kai^a  for  four  vessels,  namely,  the  Chicago  Maru,  the  Panama 
Maruy  the  Canada  Maru^  each  of  6,000  tons,  and  the  Hawaii  Maru  of 
7,000  tons;  to  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  for  two  vessels,  the  Shid- 
suoka  Maru  and  the  Yokohama  Maru,  each  of  6,000  tons. 
AmoDnts  to  Be  BeoeiTed  in  Bnbsidiei  Estimated. 

Under  the  regulations,  then,  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  will  receive 
in  1916  for  the  ships  mentioned,  approximately  1,635,000  yen  ($815.- 
240),  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  1,004,000  yen  ($499,992),  and  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  the  balance  (the  total  subsidy  for  North 
America  bemg  2,949,012  yen— $1,468,608— for  the  year  1916)  or 
310,012  yen  ($154,386). 

Examination  of  the  papers  of  the  Pacific  Mail  steamship  Korea 
shows  a  monthly  salary  expenditure  of  about  $5,000,  while  the  aver- 
age monthly  expenditure  for  salaries  on  a  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha 
steamer  does  not  exceed  $3,000.  If  anything  this  is  too  high  an  esti- 
mate. The  Korea  may  be  taken  as  an  average  vessel,  since  the  Pacific 
Mail  fleet  consisted  oi  two  vessels  of  the  size  of  the  Korean  two  lar^r 
ships,  and  only  one  smaller  one.  Taking  into  account  the  subsidy 
which  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  receives,  it  costs  this  company  about 
$227,860  less  per  year  to  run  one  ship  of  its  fleet  of  four  than  it  did 
the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  to  run  one  of  its  five  ships. 
Honthly  Salaries  to  Offlcers  and  Grew  of  Pacific  Kail  Liner. 

The  table  of  monthly  salaries  to  officers  and  crew  of  the  Korea  is : 


Positfons. 


Captain  

Firat  officer  

e«C0D<l  oflicer  

Third  officer  

Fourth  oiTloer  

Firth  officer  

Cnrp enter  

Four  quartermasters,  at 

H5  

Chief  enelneer  

First  assistant  engineer. 
Second  assistant  engi- 
neer   

Third  asslstontenglneer. 
S^^anlor  engineers,  at 


Month- 
ly pay. 


t275.00 
135.00 
110.00 
90.00 
75.00 
70.00 
iO.OO 

180.00 
200.00 

13a.  00 

110.00 
90.00 

430.00 


Positions. 


net.  engineer  

Deck  enpinftjr  

Electric  iiiu  

Three  water  tenders,  at 

»55  

Two  oilers,  at  145  , 

Purser  , 

Clerk  , 

Surgeon  

Steward  

Second  steward  

Steerage  steward  

Storekeeper  

Baggage  clerk  

Batcher  

Deok  watchman  , 


Uonth- 
!y  pay. 


S70.00 
CO.  00 
70.00 

165.00 
90.00 

ISO. 00 
90.00 
76.00 

12S.0O 
75.00 
60.00 
60.00 
4S.00 
OB.  00 
86.00 


rcsIUans. 


Saloon  watchman  

Steer^o  watchman  

Two  stewardesses,  at 

«25  

Threewireless  operators, 

at  $0.25  


Total  for  white 

employees  

Musician  (PillplDO)  

Seven   musicians,  at 
112.50  


Total,  excluslveof 
Asiatic  crew....  S,3SS.2S 


Month- 
ly pay. 


$35.00 
35.00 


80.00 
.75 


3,2S6.7S 
15.00 

87.10 
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Wages  of  Asiatic  Crer  In  Hoagkonir  Correney. 

The  difference  in  the  salaries  paid  on  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha 
steamships  and  those  on  the  Pacific  Mail  Co.  vessels  lies  in  the  above, 
as  the  salaries  paid  to  Japanese  and  Chinese  members  oif  the  crew 
■would  not  differ  to  any  extent  The  wages  to  the  Asiatic  crew,  in 
Hongkong  currency,  amount  to  $4,092,  of  which  the  princi])al  items 
ara: 


PoslUoQS. 


Otfpoatw'siints.  

No.  1  boatswain  

No.  2  bcatswsln  

Seunan  

33  Mamen,  at  N5  

SBlImaker  

Two  mess  boys,  at  10.25 

Hanbor  

18  oners,  at  tlS.  

FiremBQ  

Do  

Bo  

la  flmnm,  at  $18  

« coat  passers,  at  S14... 

Btoreneper  

Two  nwss  boys,  at  $12. . 
Two  mMs  boya,  at  n.25. 
BaloOD  cook  


Month- 
ly pay- 


SSS.OO 

30.00 
25.00 
20.00 

m.oo 

12.00 
.50 
18.00 
324.00 
23. 00 
20.00 
IS.  DO 
024.00 
630.00 
IS.  00 
24.00 
.SO 
45.00 


Poflltbmi. 


Two  saloon  cooks,  at  S35 
Threo  SOlooD  Cooks,  at 
»15 


Bftkor  

Two  bakers,  at  tl5  

Baiter  

Butcher  

Porter  

Do  

PantrymaD  

Flvo  panlfymeo,  at  915. 

Scullery  man  

Silver  nan  

Printer  

Intorprettf  

Barkeeper  

No  icaUn  waiter.  

38cablnwaIt«n,atSlS. 


Ibmth- 

lypay. 


(70.00 

4S.00 
4S.00 
30.00 

.2.') 
19.00 
».«> 

.25 
30.00 
75.00 
is.  09 
16.00 
30.00 
40.00 
30.00 
3S.0O 
570.00 


Posltlona 


Two  mess  boys,  at  S15. . 
Four  mess  boys, at  Il2.. 
Six  "learu"  boys,  at 

10.25  ..?..... 

FIvo  bath  boys,  at  SIS.. 
Two  deck  boys,  at  S15.. 

Steerage  cook  

Two  steoraeo  cooks,  at 

$15  !?.  

Five  steerage  waiters, 

at  S15  

Japanese  steerage  cook. . 
Two  Japanese  steeraze 

cooks,  at  $16  

Check  cl«k  

Chinas*  Instructor  

Two  Chfawse  iDBtrno- 

tws,  at  $»  


Hmitb- 
lypay. 


180.00 
48.00 

1.50 
75.00 
30.00 
85.00 

30.0} 

75.00 
25.00 

30.00 
30.00 
75.00 

110.00 


The  total  amount  represented  in  this  tabic  is  equivalent,  at  $0,396, 
to  $1,620  in  United  States  gold.  This  rate  of  $0,396  is  especially  low 
just  now  because  of  the  war,  the  usual  rate  being  about  $0,470.  The 
grand  total  at  the  lower  rate  amounts  to  $4,988,  but  at  the  usual  rate 
this  total  would  exceed  $5,000  as  the  monthly  salary  expense  of  the 
tLvenge  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Go.  liner. 

[Figures  ^ven  In  this  consulnr  report,  as  representing  the  amount  of  sntsldy 
to  be  received  by  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  nnd  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,  may  be 
mocllfied  through  au  Increased  number  of  ships  In  the  trans-Pactflc  service  of 
Oion  companies,  mentioned  In  later  reports  fnoita  San  Francisco  and  Htn^ula.] 


WOH£K  THATff  GOKDUCTOKS  AHD  UAII  CARRIEBS. 

[Consul  C.  M.  Hltota,  Nottlngbam.  EogJaud,  Sept.  14.] 

The  people  of  Nottingham  are  becoming  quite  accustomed  to 
seeing  women  in  various  branches  of  the  public  service  performing 
duties  which  were  liitherto  undertaken  by  men,  and  it  occcasioncd 
little  surprise  when  women  tram  conductors  made  their  appearance  a 
few  days  ago.  At  first  only  two  or  three  were  engaged  to  make  the 
experiment,  but  they  gave  such  universal  satisfaction  that  the  Tram- 
ways Committee,  on  September  10,  definitely  concluded  to  engage 
16  or  20  more  women  as  tram  conductors.  If  the  women  perform 
their  duties  efficiently,  they  will  be  permanently  emiiloyed  on  the 
same  salary  basis  as  the  men.  Tliey  will  be  furnished  with  suitable 
coat  and  skirt  uniforms,  and  the  authorities  will  endeavor  to  so 
arrange  the  shifts  that  the  hours  of  work  will  not  be  too  exacting. 

Three  women  are  in  the  Xottingliam  postal  service,  delivering 
letters  in  areas  which  do  not  involve  a  great  amount  of  walking, 
and  the  general  satisfaction  they  have  given  thus  far  will  doubtless 
result  in  others  being  employed. 
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FOSEIGH  TBADE  OFPOBT0BITIES. 

Referred  eddressca  mav  be  obtained  from  the  Bsre««  and  Its  inFmaeh  ofllee*.  SeqneBt 
for  each  opportuDlty  stiould  be  on  a  separate  sbect  and  tbe  file  nnmber  giren. 

Wrapping  paper,  No.  18738. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile  transmits 
the  name  and  address  of  a  business  luan  In  his  district  who  desires  to 
purchnse  wrapping  paper,  similar  to  the  samples  which  may  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  66T67.)  The  con- 
sular officer  also  transmits  names  and  addresses  of  other  paper  dealers  in 
his  district. 

Machinerv,  No.  18739.~An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  reports  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  a  simple  device  for  placing  and 
fastening  metal  bamis  about  wooden  boxes.  Sizes  of  boxes:  Ifli  by  131  by 
8  Inches,  18  by  17  by  10  Inches,  18i  by  IS}  by  9}  inches.  Gorrrespondenoe 
may  be  in  English. 

Printers*  supplies.  No.  18T40. — A.  firm  in  Argentina  writes  an  American  consnlar 
officer  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  printers'  supplies,  such  as  machinery,  tjiw,  inks,  paper,  office  supplies, 
fancy  paper,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  References  are  i^ven. 

Photographic  supplies.  No.  18741. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports 
that  a  business  man  in  ids  district  wishes  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cameras,  photographic  sup- 
plies,  lilgli-grade  chemicals,  glass  and  scientific  instruments  for  laboratory 
use  in  cliemistry,  physics,  and  general  experimental  worlc  Correspondence 
should  be  in  Italian  or  French,  Catalogues,  with  full  information,  should 
be  sent  at  once. 

liacMnerv,  No.  18742. — A  Portuguese  steamship  company  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  wishes  to  buy  the  latest  and  best  materials  of  marine 
engineering  maoliinery  used  chiefly  for  repairing  ships;  also  heavy  and  light 
lathes,  planers,  screw  cutters,  and  drilling  machlnerj'.  Tbe  company  de- 
sires to  pay  pai*t  caslt  with  the  order  and  balance  after  three  months. 
Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  oncew  Corre- 
spondence may  be  In  English.  Banlc  reference  is  given. 

lAsaiher,  No,  18743. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  writes  that  a  firm 
of  bookmakers  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with 
American  manufacturers  of  bookbinding  leather.  At  present  prices  ore 
desired  on  30  dozen  red,  blue,  and  black  skivers. 

Bathtubs,  No.  18744. — ^A  firm  in  Italy  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
it  wishes  to  receire  offers  for  100  porcelain  or  majolica  bathtubs,  200  wash 
badns,  100  fixtures  for  water-closets,  for  Installing  In  first  and  second 
class  cabins  of  ships;  also  bids  for  brass  beds  and  fixtures  for  such  cabins. 
All  of  this  material  must  be  of  the  finest  quality.  The  firm  also  desires  to 
receive  offers  for  berths  In  the  ordinary  cabins.  Quotations  should  be  made 
c.  1.  f.  Geuoa.  Correspondence  is  preferred  in  the  Italian  language  but  may 
be  In  Ei^Ush. 

Fruits,  No.  18745. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  a  business  man  in  his  district  who  desires  to  be  placed  in 
commuuicatiou  with  exporters  of  American  fresh  fruits,  such  as  apples, 
pears,  plums,  grnites,  and  peaches.  It  is  stated  that  the  fnilts  may  be 
shipped  to  a  local  storage  warehouse;  that  the  iniyer  would  either  pay 
cash  against  documents,  or  pay  as  the  fruit  is  withdrawn  from  the  ware- 
house, the  latter  acting  as  representative  of  American  shippers.  The  man 
is  also  prepai-ed  to  quote  prices  on  Brazilian  Jellies  and  preserves  and 
tropical  fruits.  Uc  will  send  samples  If  desired. 

Fancy  leather  goods,  No.  18746. — The  Bureau  has  received  a  letter  from  a  busi- 
ness man  In  Englnnd  who  desires  to  represent  Americiin  manufacturers  or 
exporters  of  fancy  leather  goods. 

Priam-glass  icindotca,  No.  18747. — A  letter  has  been  received  by  the  Bureau  from 
a  man  in  Chile  who  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
of  prism-glass  windows. 

BUk  thread  and  yam.  No.  18748.— The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  France  reports  that  a  business  man  desires  to  represent  an 
American  manufacturer  of  silk  thread  and  yam. 
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Fittinfft  for  postal  station,  No.  18749. — An  American  constilar  officer  in  Canada 
Informs  the  Bureau  that  the  Department  of  Public  Worlcs  at  Ottawa  has 
advertised  for  tenders  to  be  received  until  October  20.  1915,  for  ilttings  for 
Postal  Station  "  G,"  Vancoaver,  B.  G.  Plans  nod  spcseiflcntlons  may  be  seen 
on  application  to  tlie  Postmaster,  Vancouver;  Mr.  VV.  Henderson,  resident 
architect,  Victoria,  B.  C. ;  and  at  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  Ottawa. 
The  Burean  has  no  furtlier  Information  relative  to  this  opiwrtunlty. 

Vegetable  ivory  nut»,  No.  18750. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports 
that  a  business  man  In  his  (ll.<:trict  desires  to  estubllsli  business  relations 
with  American  exporters  of  vegetable  ivory  nuts.  Correspondence  may  be 
in  English. 

Ocneral  representation.  No.  18751. — An  Amerloin  consular  officer  In  Brazil  re- 
ports that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  desiring  to  extend  their  trade  In  that  countiy. 
No  particular  line  Is  specified.  Keferencos  are  given.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English,  but  Portuguese  Is  preferred. 

OatoUne  launch.  No.  18752. — ^Xhe  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  In  the  Azores  that  a  business  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  purclmse 
a  sea-going  gasoline  launch.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Chem^ls  and  drugs.  No.  18753. — druf^st  In  Portugal  has  Informed  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  in  that  country  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and 
price  lists  of  cncodylate  of  soda,  pharmaceutical  specialties,  drugs,  etc.  He 
is  willing  to  pay  cash  against  documents.  Correspondence  may  be  in  French 
or  Portuguese.   References  are  given. 

Printinff  presses.  No.  18754. — ^The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  In  the  Azores  that  a  printing  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive 
catalogues  and  prices  of  small  hand  and  foot  power  printing  presses.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English. 

Groceries  and  salted  meats,  No.  18755. — An  American  consnlar  officer  in  the 
Canary  Islands  reports  the  desire  of  a  commission  house  In  his  district 
to  purchase  and  to  assume  the  agency  for  American  manufacturers  or 
exporters  of  groceries  and  salted  meats.  Correspondence  should  be  in 
Spanish.  A  complete  description  of  goods,  with  prices,  etc.,  should  be 
sent  at  once. 

Qa$  heaters  and  cookers.  No.  18756. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France 
has  informed  the  Bureau  that  a  business'  man  In  his  district  desires  to 
receive  catal(%ue3  and  export  price  lists  of  gas  heaters  and  cook  stoves. 

Rata  cotton,  cotton  yam,  safety  pins,  hosiery,  etc.  No.  18757.— An  American 
consular  officer  in  the  Netlierlands  reports  that  a  business  man  In  that 
country  desires  to  r^resent.  as  a  commission  agent,  American  exporters 
of  raw  cotton  and  manufacturers  of  cotton  yarn,  snap  buttons,  safety  pins, 
hair  pins,  and  hodery.  References  are  given.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Enamel  ware,  sanitary  supplies,  Jtardware,  etc..  No.  18758. — A  business  man  In 
New  Zealand  has  Informed  an  American  consular  officer  that  be  desires 
to  r^resent,  on  an  indent  basis,  American  manufacturers  or  exi>ortors  of 
enamel  ware;  sanitary  RUppUos;  stationery;  bnihlers'  hnrdwnre;  and 
paper  goods,  such  as  postal  cariis,  Ifibels,  etc.  He  daslre,';  to  receive,  as 
soon  as  possible,  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  and  samples,  If  possible. 


Branoh  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreie^i  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

ITew  York,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Boston.  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  loais,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  ITew  Orleans,  1020  Hibernia  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
atlTe  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Ghamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati.  GJiamber  of 
Commeree;  Lot  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce; 
PUladelplila,  Ohambor  at  Commerce. 
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.    STEAM  SOUNDING  UACHZNES  FOR  COAST  SURVEY  CRAFT. 

;  Steam  engines  for  operating  the  Cosmos  sounding  macliine  have 
been  installed  by  C.  G.  Quillian  on  the  steamer  McArthur  and  launch 
Delta,  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  and  are  re- 
ported a  decided  success. 

The  device  consists  of  the  ordinary  type  of  Cosmos  machine, 
equipped  with  a  three -cylinder,  self-contained,  IngersoU-Kand  steam 
engine  of  the  brotherhood  type,  moimted  on  same  base.  Rope-drive 
pulleys  are  attached  to  the  shaft  of  the  wire  drum  and  to  the  engine 
shaft.  A  friction  brake  acls  against  the  inner  rim  of  the  wire  drum 
and  a  heavy  idler  wheel  on  a  swinging  arm  gives  necessary  tension 
in  the  rope  drive. 

On  the  ship  the  machine  is  mounted  abreast  the  bridge  on  the  port 
side,  and  the  sounding  wire  leads  from  the  drum  through  a  sheave 
on  the  weighted  end  of  a  long  arm,  then  through  a  registering  sheave 
on  the  bridge,  thence  to  a  fair-lead  on  pipe  davit  and  to  water.  The 
tension  of  uie  lead  on  the  arm  holds  the  arm  out  of  vertical.  The 
arm  swiDfi;s  to  a  vertical  position  when  the  lead  strikes  bottom  and 
takes  up  alack  in  the  wire  until  the  brake  is  applied. 

The  machine  and  registering  sheave  are  advantageously  located, 
as  the  position  adopted  on  tiie  McArthur  enables  the  officer  on  the 
bridge  to  verify  the  depth  on  register  and  check  the  verticality  of 
the  wire.  Using  a  12-pound  lead,  soundings  of  150  fathoms  were 
obtained  in  two  minutes,  and  the  engine  reels  in  120  fathoms  per 
minute.  The  ship  goes  ahead  with  100  fathoms  of  wire  out,  except 
when  turning  with  a  port  helm.  On  the  Delta  the  machine  is 
mounted  on  the  stem  and  the  wire  leads  over  a  registering  sheave  to 
the  water.  The  machine  has  been  used  in  depths  up  to  130  fathoms, 
and  Ae  lead  was  up  lon^  before  the  stop  for  the  next  sounding. 

The  machines  are  serving  the  purpose  intended — viz,  to  reduce  the 
number  of  men  required  aad  make  the  force  available  for  another 
field  pftTty.  The  machine  Iws  also  increased  the  speed  of  sounding 
with  the  Delta. 

GERMANY'S  FORTY-FIFTH  CREMATORY. 

IConsiil  Harry  O.  Seltzer.  Breslau,  Sept.  7.] 

On  Sunday,  August  29,  the  new  municipal  crematory  at  Hir&di- 
berg  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  This  is  the  first 
crematory  in  this  consular  district  and  the  forty-fifth  in  all  Ger- 
many. It  is  built  upon  an  elevation  of  the  community  cemetery  on 
the  Cavalier  Moimtains.  The  plans  were  made  by  City  Architect 
Kuhnemann,  and  the  total  cost  was  100,000  marks  ($23,800).  The 
main  hall  of  the  chapel  has  a  seating  capacity  for  300  persons. 

RECEIPTS  OF  SPANISH  POST  OFFICE  BEPARTMENT. 

[Consul  RobertBOD  Hone;,  Madrid,  Sopt.  14.] 

According  to  statistics  published  to-day,  the  receipts  of  the 
Spanish  Post  Office  Department  for  1914  totaled  36,633,522  pesetas— 
a  decline  from  the  figures  of  the  preceding  year  of  201,634  pesetas. 
(The  peseta  is  equivalent  to  about  19.5  cents  tlnited  States  currency.) 
Sales  of  postage  stamps  amounted  to  34,257,209  pesetas,  special 
postage  on  printed  matter,  to  354,338  pesetas,  and  the  money-order 
department  produced  999,508  pesetas. 

wabhikoton  :  goteb^ubxt  phixtlko  oftich  I  turn 
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SUCCESS  OF  AUSTRALIA'S  INTEKNAI  LOAH. 

[Conmarcial  AttacM  WUUun  C.  Downs,  Mdbonrne,  8«pt  10.1 

The  first  installment  of  Australia's  recently  authorized  £20,000,000 
($97,330,000)  internal  loan  has  met  with  extraordinary  success.  Al- 
though but  £5,000,000  ($24,332,500)  was  called  for,  the  returns  re- 
ceived by  the  Commonwealth  Bank  up  to  September  1  aggregated 
£12,932,410  ($62^35,575) .  Inquiries  at  the  bank  elicited  the  informa- 
tion tiiat  up  to  this  present  date  all  the  returns  are  not  in  from  some 
of  the  more  distant  points  of  Australia,  but  that  the  indications  are 
that  tiie  total  subsmptions  will  amount  to  well  over  £18,000,000 
($68,264,500). 

The  largest  individual  subscription  was  that  of  the  Mutual  Life  & 
Citizens'  Assurance  Co.  for  £1,000,000  ($4,866,500).  Various  banks 
subscribed  a  total  of  £1,785,000  ($8,686,700).  It  is  reported  that  the 
banks,  on  the  understanding  that  the  amount  was  to  be  placed  in  four 
installments,  have  subscribed  only  one-fourth  of  what  they  were 
prepared  to  take  of  the  total  amount  to  be  issued.  This  may  be  true 
in  some  cases,  but  most  of  the  banks  state  that  present  subscriptions 
were  for  the  amount  they  were  prepared  to  take  now,  and  they  hare 
not  committed  themselves  as  to  what  they  can  do  in  regard  to  further 
issues. 

In  View  of  the  success  of  this  first  call  for  subscriptions,  there 
should  be  no  difficulty  in  placing  the  remaining  £7,000,000  ($34,- 
065,500)  whenever  the  Government  chooses  to  call  for  it. 


FLOW  OF  GOLD  INTO  SWITZEBLAIO). 

I  Commercial  Attflcbfi  C.  W.  A.  Vodltz,  American  Bmbaasy,  Parla,  Sept.  11.] 

The  war  has  brought  about  important  modifications  in  the  im- 
portation and  exportation  of  gold  m  Switzerland.  Whereas  in  1913 
Switzerland  exported  24,550,000  francs  ($4,738,150  United  States 
currency)  of  gold  and  imported  5,195,000  iErancs,  the  trade  in  gold 
during  1914  indicated  exports  amounting  to  3,600,000  francs  and 
imports  amounting  to  16,450,000  francs.  The  imports  during  the  last 
four  months  of  1914  included  12^00,000  francs  of  gold  from  Ger- 
many and  1,500,000  of  gold  from  England. 
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CH11I£S$  VISITORS  IIUFBSSSED. 

[Bztract  from  Peking  Daily  News  ot  Aug.  31,  bj  Commercial  Attach^  Jolean  H.  AnuAI, 

Peking.} 

The  firat  of  the  Chinese  Commercial  Commissioners  to  the  United 
States  to  reach  Shanghai  on  their  return  trip  came  in  on  the  AH 
Maru,  and  with  them  came  glowing  reports  of  their  experiences. 
The  members  of  the  commission,  says  the  China  Press,  are  enthusi- 
astic over  their  welcome  by  the  Americans  and  over  what  they  saw 
and  learned.   Mr.  Yui  spoke  for  the  commission,  saying: 

The  one  big  Impression  we  got  throughout  oar  remarkahle '  trip  was  the 
slocore  friendship  of  the  United  States  for  China.  The  treatment  we  received 
was  not  surface  courtesy.  It  represented  genuine  feeling  from  the  heart.  The 
American  peoi)le  are  our  friends.  As  to  the  tilings  we  did  I  can  say  we  had 
tlie  most  glorious  time  of  our  lives.  To  those  of  the  commisslouers  who  had 
never  before  been  in  the  United  Slates — 10  of  the  17 — ^It  waa  the  ^nost  wonderful 
experience  of  their  lives,  one  they  can  never  forget 

Bank  and  Steamship  Line. 

The  concrete  results  of  the  trip  It  Is  too  early  to  predict  Both  the  Slno-Amerl- 
can  bunk  and  the  Slianghal-San  Francisco  steamship  line  are  still  In  the 

Indefinite  state. 

Wo  had  conferencos  with  American  cnpltnlists  on  both  subjects,  but  nothing 
definite  has  yet  been  agreetl  on.  The  thing  we  must  look  to  first  Is  the  steam- 
ship line.  The  withdrawal  cyt  the  Pacific  Mail  will  hasten  our  plans,  but  I 
don't  think  we  can  do  anything  definite  for  a  few  months. 

But  both  the  bank  and  the  steamship  service  must  eventually  come.  Without 
those  twa  we  .cnn  not  have  a  thriving  trade  Iwtween  China  and  the  United 
States.  And  the  one  thing  we  learned  on  our  trip  wo6  the  enm-mous  poadblUty 
of  this  trade  and  tlie  small  vximt  to  which  It  has  been  devel<H)ed  so  far. 

BALANCE  SHEET  OF  BAITK  OF  AUSTBAUA. 

J,..,       [Commercial  Attachi  William  C  Downs,  Melboame,  Sept  10.] 

The  balance  sheet  of  the  Commonwealth  Bank  of  Australia,  re- 
cently made  public,  shows  that  on  June  30  last  the  bank's  assets 
totaled  $81,371,400,  consisting  of:  Coin,  bullion,  and  cash  balances, 
$21,503,450|  Australian  Commonwealth  notes,  $2,704,400;  money  at 
short  call  m  London,  $13,820,8.50;  British,  colonial,  and  Govern- 
ment securities,  $26,665,900 ;  fixed  deposits  of  other  banks,  $4,409,100 ; 
bills  receivable  in  London  and  remittances  in  transit,  $1,132,000; 
bills  discounted,  loans  and  advances  to  customers,  and  other  sums 
due  the  bank,  $10,450,000;  bank  premises,  $625,700.  If  the  $232,340 
set  aside  to  cover  outstanding  liabilities  of  customers  and  others  on 
letters  of  credit  be  included,  the  assets  total  $81,603,740. 

The  year's  business  shows  a  profit  of  but  $10,800,  which  has  been 
equally  apportioned  to  the  reserve  and  redemption  funds.  In  expla- 
nation of  this  small  balance  it  should  be  stated  that  the  bank  started 
operations  with  no  capital  and  immediately  charged  off  to  profit  and 
loss  the  cost  of  equipping  the  various  banking  omces,  and  profits  up 
to  this  time  have  oe^  applied  to  wiping  out  this  charge. 


American  chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  products  are  now  being 
purchased  in  large  quantities  by  a  chemist  of  Barcelona,  whose  de- 
sire was  made  known  by  Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst  through 
the  Trade  Opportunity  page  of  Commerce  Bbforts.  The  inquirer  re- 
ceived a  numoer  of  replies  and  has  been  appointed  the  representa- 
tive in  Spain  for  a  Philadelphia  house. 
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NEW  CH}VEB]OCEHT  PUBIICATIOHS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  October  9  the  fol- 
lowing new  United  States  GoTemment  publications  of  a  business 
character,  which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Corporations:  Report  of  Commissioner  of  Corporations  od  State  Laws  con- 
cemiDg  Foreign  Corporations,  Including  "What  Is  a  Foreign  Corporation?"  "A 
Right  to  do  Boainess,"  etc. — Statutory  prorlstona  of  the  States,  Federal  constl- 
tntlonal  limitations,  wltb  table  of  casesL  Price,  26^. 

Taxaiton  of  CorporaUona,  Part  6.  Soatbero  and  Southwestern  States — Report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations  on  the  System  of  Taxing  Manufiicturing, 
Mercantile.  Tranfiportntiou.  and  Transmission  Corporations  In  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  Sonth  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  Mitislsslppi,  Arkansas,  Tx)Ul5laua.  Oklahoma,  and  Texas,  March  IQ, 
1913 — Embracing  purposes  and  plans,  with  abstracts  by  States,  and  systems 
by  States,  tnble  of  cases,  and  indexes.   Price,  35^. 

The  Shasta  Route  and  Coa»t  Line,  Geological  Siprvey  Bulletin  614,  Part  D  of 
Guidebooks  of  the  Western  United  States — Describing  geologic  and  scenic 
features  of  the  route,  with  trnrei  guide  and  other  Interesting  maps.  Price,  $1. 

Purification  of  Public  Water  Supplies,  Geological  Survey  Water-Supply  Paper 
315.  reprint— Covering  pollution  of  water,  sources  of  water  supply,  flltratiou, 
sterillzatloD,  etc.  Price,  KX. 

Rulef  and  Regulations  for  ilcial  Vines,  Mines  Bureau  Bulletin  7() — Covering 
scope  of  tbe  committee,  digest  of  State  laws,  oud  drafts  of  proposed  laws  by 
the  committee.  Price,  35^. 

ExtenaioH  of  Public  Education.— A  study  in  the  wider  use  of  school  buildings, 
Edncatifni  Bulletin  28, 1015— Work  on  civic  use  of  acbools  others  than  for  school 
IHirposes,  sncb  as  playrooma,  gyumaslmns,  community  meetings,  etc.  Price,  20c. 

Cfoldcn  Seat,  Cultivation  and  Handling  of,  Plant  Industry,  Circular  6 — Glvii^ 
habitat,  range,  collection  and  preparation  of  root,  cultivation,  market,  and 
medicinal  uses.  Price,  6c. 

Functions  and  Uses  of  Food,  Experiment  Stations  Bulletin  46.  revised,  re- 
print—Covering  uses  of  food,  such  as  meat,  fish,  r^etables,  etc.,  with  tables 
of  their  nutritive  vnluesL  Price,  Sc. 

Dates  of  Egypt  and  the  Sudan,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  27^— The 
Nile  Volley  dates,  climatic  enrlrqnments,  description,  varieties,  etc.   Price.  20c. 

Misceltancotis  Inacfticide  Investigations,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin 
278 — A  series  of  experiments  with  the  use  of  Insecticides,  with  methods  of  tests 
and  results.    Price,  10c. 

Apple  Market  Investigation,  1914-15,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin 
302— Embracing  the  conditions  covering  the  woveuicut  of  the  crop,  studies  In 
the  market,  grades,  packing,  cold  storage,  export,  etc.  Price,  10c. 


AVIATKm  SCHOOL  IN  SPAIN. 

[Connil  Bobertson  Uoney,  Undt-ld,  Sept.  16.] 

On  October  1,  1915,  there  will  be  opened  the  new  Spnnish  Aero- 
drome at  Getafe  (about  5  miles  outside  tlie  city  limits  of  Madrid). 
The  Spanish  Government  will  assist  those  receiving  instructitm. 
The  number  of  pilots  to  be  instructed  is  limited  to  12,  and  they  will 
pay  500  pesetas  each,  to  cover  cost  of  fuel,  etc.  The  fee  for  instruc- 
tion of  mechanics  is  nominal — 2.50  pesetas.  (The  peseta  is  equiva- 
lent to  about  19.5  cents.)  The  headquarters  of  the  school  is  in 
Madrid,  at  Santa  Isabel,  13. 


Canadian  butter  is  arriving  at  Cape  Town  for  the  first  time  in 
several  years;  fair  quality  is  retailing  at  50  to  54  cents  per  pound. 
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NETHEBLAliSS  XBASE  AND  ZNDUSTBXAI  VOT£S. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Usblo,  Amsterdam,  Sept.  22.1 
BnslnesB  failures— Snmatra  Bub1>er  Yield. 

According  to  a  local  commercial  bureau,  there  were  979  business 

failures  in  tlie  Xetherlaiids  from  January  1  to  September  18,  1915, 
against  1,182  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 

A  Sumatra  rubber  company,  with  office  in  Amsterdam,  reports  an 
output  of  137,913  pounds  during  the  first  eight  months  of  this  year, 
against  a  t(  tal  production  of  14.5,073  pounds  and  92,603  pounds  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  1914  and  1913,  respectively. 

Prosperous  Dutch  Fisheries — Crop  Outlook. 

.  As  a  further  indication  of  apparent  prosperity  in  the  Dutch 
fishing  industry,  referred  to  in  a  previous  report  from  this  consulate 
[See  Commerce  Rf.i*orts  for  Oct.  11,  1915,  p.  100;  also  the  issue  for 
Oct.  9,  p.  141 1,  it  is  now  stated  that  on  a  recent  day  the  sales  jn  the 
great  fish  mai  Ket  at  Ymuiden.  at  the  entrance  to  the  North  Sea  Canal, 
amounted  to  the  equivalent  of  $58,000 — ^the  largest  single  day's  busi- 
ness since  it  was  established. 

Too  much  rain  in  August  impaired  growing  field  crops  more  or 
less.  All  grain  suffered,  wheat  and  oats  the  most.  Practically  all 
vegetables  were  atfccted  to  some  extent.  The  September  weather,  so 
far,  has  been  sunny  and  fairly  warm,  tending  to  repair  the  August 
damage  where  not  too  late.  On  the  whole,  fair  crops  of  all  field 
products  are  now  assured,  without  extraordinary  yields  of  any  par- 
ticular varieties. 
Dyestnff  Shortage. 

Tlie  textile  factories  in  this  consular  district  recently  suffered  from 
a  shortage  of  yarn.  That  difficulty  having  been  removed,  a  new 
trouble  has  arisen  in  a  deficiency  of  dyestulfs.  Germany  has  been 
the  source  of  supply,  but  as  only  50  to  75  per  cent  of  the  former 
supply  has  been  received  of  late  the  situation  is  becoming  serious. 
An  appeal  for  help  has  been  made  to  the  Netherlands  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Erwiii  W.  Thompson,  The  Hague,  Sept  17.] 
Kew  Waxed-Paper  Industry. 

One  of  the  results  of  the  war  is  to  direct  attention  to  the  home 
production  of  articles  wliich  have  heretofore  been  so  easily  and 
cheaply  imported  that  it  v/i\s  not  considered  worth  while  to  manu- 
facture them.  In  the  Netlierlands  many  small  industries  are  grow- 
ing up  for  supplying  domestic  wants;  for  example,  the  preparation 
of  waxed  or  paraiHned  paper,  which  is  used  to  a  Urge  extent  for 
wrapping  butter  and  clieese.  Catz  Bros.,  importers,  of  Botterdam, 
have  recently  installed  machinery  for  coating  this  paper. 

Scarcity  of  Rubber  Tires. 

Tires  for  automobiles  and  motorcycles  are  now  almost  unobtainable 
in  the  Netherlands.  Importations  are  not  one-fourth  of  the  require- 
ments. Whenever  any  are  imported  at  all,  they  must  be  consigned 
to  the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust,  which  distributes  them  sparingly 
direct  to  consumers,  who  must  bring  up  and  deliver  an  old  tire  for 
each  new  one  received,  and  who  must  give  a  bank  guaranty  that  the 
tires  will  not  be  exported,  and  in  any  case  no  more  than  six  tires  will 
be  delivered  to  one  applicant. 

Digitized  by  Google 


COMMERCE  BEPOBTS. 


213 


COTTON  COlTStJHPTIOH  AKS  SUPPLIES. 

The  following  table,  prepared  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Census,  shows  the  cotton  consumed,  cotton  on  hand,  and  active  cot- 
ton spindles  in  the  United  States  for  the  month  of  September,  1915 
and  1914,  with  statistics  of  cotton  consumed  for  the  two  months 
ending  with  September.  (The  statistics  of  cotton  in  this  report  are 
givetL  in  running  bales,  counting  round  as  half  bides,  except  foreign 
cotton,  which  is  in  equivalent  5^pound  bales.) 


LocalHr. 

Year. 

Cotton  eoDsiiiiud 
(balea)  during 

CottOQ  on  band 
BeptSO. 

CottOD 

spindlee  «o- 
live  daring 
S«ptember 
(number). 

3monUis 
«ndfaw 
Septan. 

In  oansuiD- 
inc  (Blab- 
Uahments 
<b6leB). 

Id  public 
stong«  and 
at  com- 
pnssM 
Mob). 

IMS 
1914 

191fi 
1914 
1915 
1914 

•  498,219 
414, 8U 

962,706 
798,544 

>  1,060,614 
656,893 

'3,796,600 
1,663,635 

31,395,104 
30,307,164 

376,233 
329, 1(0 
323,996 
185,701 

523,679 
427,733 
439,030 
370,813 

409,933 
163,224 
589,681 
394,668 

3,493,003 
1,663,397 
303,498 
111,338 

12,772,863 
12,249,286 
18,522,241 
18,057,863 

<  Indoles  of  fordni  cotton  23,966  bales  consumed,  97.170  balea  on  luind  In  coagumJpg 
estmbUfllimaitB,  and  29,269  bales  In'  public  stomge. 


Linters,  which  are  not  included  above,  were  61,431  bales  consumed 
during  September  in  1915  and  27,764  bales  in  1914,  128,059  bales  on 
hand  in  consuming  establishments  on  September  30,  1915,  and  63,386 
bales  in  1914,  and  57,106  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses 
in  1915  and  26,078  bales  in  1914.  Linters  consumed  during  .two 
months  ending  September  30  amoimted  to  117,330  bales  in  1915  and 
53,044  bales  in  1914. 

Zmporti  and  Exports  of  Cotton  and  Unters.  ' ' 

The  imports  and  exports  of  cotton  into  and  from  the  United  States 
for  September  and  for  the  two  months  ending  with  September,  1915 
and  1914,  follow : 


Conntrv  of 
prodacuon. 

Imports  ct  f oreleD  cotton  (GOO- 
pound  bnlw)  during— 

Country  to 
expcvted. 

Exports  of  domestic  ootton  and  Unteri 
(running  bales)  during— 

Septembw— 

2  months 
ending 
SeptSfr- 

September — 

3  months 

ending 

Sept.  3i>- 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1916 

1914 

Total... 



Peru  

China  

All  other 
countries... 

26, 197 

15,315 

45,187 

42,402 

Total... 

U  n  Ited 

Kingdom . 
Oennany . . . 

Italy  

All  other 
countries.. 

•1502,031 

125,773 

<•  664, 090 

146,988 

16,505 
9 

6,074 
4,609 

8,S12 

Gia 

1,201 
4,686 

29, 661 
343 
6,991 

9,172 

13,241 
1,076 
3,187 

24,899 

230,497 
None, 
93,317 

121,043 

68,274 

50,980 
None. 
None. 
16,078 

68,120 

2M,245 
Nono. 
101,746 
169,006 

129,031 

57,350 
53 
S 

18,224 
71,837 

•Flgnrea  Include  10,624  balea  of  listen  exported  during  September  In  1915  and  1,808 
bates  fit  1014.  and  22,109  balea  for  two  mon&s  coding  September  80  in  1015  and  2.U93 
bales  In  1814.  The  dlatrlbntlon  for  September,  191&,  Is  as  toUowe :  Ualted  Kingdom, 
ihhA  ;  aermanj,  nMie ;  France,  7,872 ;  Ituy,  1,041 ;  and  all  other  countries,  1,011. 
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OEBICAK  TBABE  WITH  RUSSIA. 

In  view  of  the  general  interest  in  the  Russian  market  and  the  im- 
portance attached  to  German  methods  in  promoting  foreign  trade 
the  following  article  from  the  "  Neue  Ziircher  Zeitung  "  is  called  to 
the  attention  of  American  exporters  as  it  throws  additional  light  on 
the  special  requirements  of  the  Russian  market,  which  should  be 
carefully  considered  in  connection  with  any  forecasts  in  r^ard  to  the 
coinmercial  relations  of  Russia  after  the  restoration  of  peace.  The 
article,  which  is  entitled  "The  Prospects  for  German  Exports  to 
Russia,"  reads  as  follows : 

Aa  far  as  a  boycott  of  all  Qerman  goods  Id  Russia  Is  concerned  there  Is  no 
danger  of  that.  Neither  Is  Germany  in  danger  of  being  compelled  to  yield  the 
Kussiau  market  to  neutral  or  the  allied  countries.  The  Russian  merchant  Is  la 
certain  respects  still  a  very  conservative  buyer  who  does  not  take  readily  to 
Innovations.  He  la  also  more  apt  to  take  chances  with  hU  money  than  with  the 
goods  he  handles  and  generally  orders  the  goods  he  Is  used  to  buying,  even 
after  improved  articles  have  been  placed  on  the  market.  Many  German  fac- 
tories have  great  difficulties  in  supplying  some  of  the  obsolete  articles  ordered. 
Thus,  the  carpets  that  were  bought  20  years  ago  are  still  in  demand;  the  style 
of  electrical  apparatus  has  not  cliangeil  for  10  years,  while  the  same  kind  o£ 
shawls  have  been  supplied  for  the  last  30  years. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  a  neutral  country  could  sell  In  Rus^a  any  couslder- 
able  quantity  of  scythes  or  manure  -forks,  sinice  the  former  must  come  from 
Styrta  and  tiie  latter  from  Westphalia,  and  It  would  be  very  dlfflcult,  If  not  Im- 
poffidbte,  to  explain  to  the  Russian  peasant  that  another  make  may  be  Jost  as 
good. 

The  result  of  intensive  cultivation  of  a  market  for  a  long  period  of  years,  as 
has  been  done  by  Germany  in  the  case  of  Russia,  can  not  disappear  all  of  a 
sudden.  Then  the  question  of  credit  plays  an  essential  part  in  the  Russian 
market,  as  very  long  terms  are  granted,  a  practice  unfortunately  introduced  by 
the  Germans  as  a  result  of  keen  competition.  Credits  of  6.  9,  12,  and,  in  the 
case  oif  textiles,  even  14  months  are  very  common  and  are  usually  granted  with- 
out indorsement  and  frequently  ectraded.  In  the  majori^  of  cases  tibe  manu- 
facturer's agent  provides  for  the  payment,  and  the  Russian  merchants  settle 
their  accounts,  not  in  cash,  but  mostly  by  means  of  coupons  from  securities, 
which  do  not  fall  due  for  a  year,  and  on  which  a  loss  of  IJ  per  cent  is  Incurred 
when  "Hiey  are  converted  into  cash.  Such  are  the  customs  of  the  Russians, 
which  seem  to  suit  their  convenience  and  from  which  It  would  be  difficult  to 
get  them  away.  In  my  oWn  experience,  extending  for  a  period  of  years,  I  have 
not  bem  able  to  obtain  such  terms  from  an  English  house  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  long-term  pai>er  Is  not  discounted  by  English  banks. 

These,  however,  are  not  the  principal  requirements  for  doing  business  la 
Russia.  The  Russian  buyer  is  still  paying  more  attention  to  price  than  to 
quality,  and  he  who  quotes  the  lowest  price  has  the  best  chance  for  getting  the 
business.  In  this  respect,  however,  other  countries  will  find  it  very  difficult  to 
compete  with  Germany.  Tliis  is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  their  factories  nre 
not  adapted  to  large-scale  production  and  partly  because  they  can  not  produce 
so  cheaply,  since  they  have  to  Import  their  raw  materials.  Take,  for  example^ 
an  article  of  extensive  manufiicture  like  enamel  ware.  What  country  can 
produce  enamel  ware  as  cheaply  as  Germany  does?  In  the  case  of  electrical 
supplies,  Germany  has  practically  no  competition  in  the  Russian  market;  in 
the  fancy  goods  trade  Germany  has  a  very  large  share,  the  few  French  houses 
being  negligible.  I  could  name  many  more  articles.  Who,  for  Instance,  could 
compete  with  Germany  in  coal-tar  dyes,  pharmaceutical  products,  etc.? 

In  visiting  the  business  houses  or  industrial  establishments  in  Russia  whom 
do  we  find  as  managers,  foremen,  or  superintendents?  Almost  invariably  Ger- 
mans. One  hardly  finds  an  English  or  a  French  boss-dyer,  fitter*  or  manager 
of  a  wholesale  or  retail  establishment  Practically  all  buyers  in  the  large 
business  houses  are  Germans  or  Russians,  but  not  French  or  English. 

As  a  result  of  long  years  of  cooperation  there  has  developed  a  sense  of  mutual 
confidence,  and  why  should  it  disappear  all  of  a  sudden?  This  confidence  is 
felt  not  only  In  the  German  but  also  in  their  products,  and  the  Russians  wUt 
probably  remain  conservative.  A  boycott  of  German  goods  is  altogeUier  out 
of  the  question,  tar  the  mere  reascm  that  the  ties  resulting  from  a  commoDitar 
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of  Interests  extending  for  a  long  period  of  Tears  will  Mod  the  two  countries 
again  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

In  conclusion  it  may  l>e  noted  that  there  is  hardly  a  German  commercial 
house  of  any  size  that  is  not  represented  in  Russia,  and  that  there  is  a  whole 
staff  of  German  agents  and  other  people  who  have  for  years  been  making 
their  living  through  German  houses,  and  it  is  hardly  likely  that  they  will 
suddenly  take  tip  with  new  ventares  for  the  men  purpose  of  persuading  the 
Russian  peasant  that  Vteach  and  English  goods  are  better  than  German. 
After  the  war  Is  over  the  Bussiau  peasant  will  know  no  more  atwut  France 
or  England  tlian  he  did  before  the  war,  for  while  he  probably  never  heard 
Ehigllsh  or  French  he  kno^  something  about  Goman,  and  the  Germans  saw 
to  It  tliat  in  every  small  town  there  dwuld  be  some  German  rQ>re8entative 
of  their  business. 


VOBTH  AHEAICAK  SEED  POTATOES  FOB  BEBUVSA. 

[Coomil  Carl  B.  Loop,  HamUtoD,  Bermuda,  Aug.  18.] 

The  GoTenunent  of  Bermuda  is  directing  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  its  stock  of  potatoes  and  has  recently  so 
amended  the  regulations  under  the  potato  importation  act  of  1914 
that  field  inspection  is  now  obligatory.  Early  in  the  year  Bermuda 
merchants  were  notified  of  the  Government's  intention  to  amend  the 
regulations,  and  those  who  contracted  for  seed  potatoes  did  so  subject 
to  their  passing  an  official  inspection  while  growing. 

In  carrying  out  the  new  regulations,  the  Director  of  Agriculture 
paid  a  personal  visit  in  July  to  the  farms  of  Long  Island  and  Maine 
where  potatoes  were  being  grown  under  contract  for  the  Bermuda 
market,  and  upon  his  return  submitted  a  detailed  report  which  was 
published  in  full  as  a  supplement  to  the  Royal  Gazette.  A  copy  of 
this  supplement  is  transmitted  herewith  [and  is  filed  (as  No.  65774) 
in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  at  Washington]. 

[Consul  General  Bran  B.  Yonns,  Halifax,  Sept.  27.] 

Kxpert  Advloe  for  Nova  Scotia  Growers. 

As  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  the  Secretary  of  Apiculture  for  the 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  Director  of  Agriculture  for  Ber- 
muda, one  of  the  Dominion  plant  pathologists  wiU  visit  Nova  Scotia 
to  give  expert  advice  to  the  farmers  who  are  growing  potato  seed  for 
the  Bermuda  export  trade.  A  large  quantity  of  the  best  seed  will  be 
selected,  with  the  assistance  of  the  pathologist,  during  the  digging 
season  this  fall,  and  it  is  confidently^  believed  that  as  a  i-esult  of  this 
method  of  procedure  the  exportation  of  seed  potatoes  from  Nova 
Scotia  to-B^muda  will  very  materially  increase. 

ntOK  COINS  IN  aSBHANY. 

[Consul  Uarry  O.  Seltecr,  Ureslan,  Sept  7.1 

According  to  a  recent  ordinance  of  theBimdesrat,the  ImperialChan- 
cellor  is  empowered  to  authorize  the  coining  of  5-pfennig  pieces  out 
of  iron  to  the  value  of  5,000,000  marks.  These  coins  are  to  have  a 
milled  edge  and  will  contain  the  words  "  Deutsches  Keich  "  over  the 
figure  "  5  "  and  the  word  "  pfennig  "  under  it,  followed  by  the  date. 
The  obverse  will  have  the  usual  stamp  of  the  Imperial  coat  of  arms. 
The  new  coins  are  to  replace  those  now  made  of  nickel  and  copper, 
and  they  shall  be  withdrawn  from  circulation  not  later  Uian  two 
years  after  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war. 
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TOBSim  OOnCESGB  OF  VHITED  STATES  FOS  AWirST. 

The  following  table,  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  Depfutment  oi  Commerce,  gives  the  imports 
and  exports  of  the  United  States  by  great  groups  during  August, 
1914  and  1915,  and  the  eight  months  ended  August>  1914  and  1915: 


Oroups. 

Month  of  August- 

8 months  ended  Angnst— 

ine 

uu 

1914 

1916 

IMPORTS. 

Cnide  materials  for  use  In  manufac- 

FoodstufFs  In  crude  conditinn  and  food 

Foodslufls  partly  or  wbolLy  numufae- 

H&nufaclures  lor  further  use  in  m&nu- 

tecturing  

Manufactures  ready  for  consumption. . 

un  741  ^os 
16,813,363 
23, 121,400 

IB,  03t>,  3X 

28,635,3f» 
1,414,207 

153  4^ 

18,193,354 
21,755,114 

21,6&S236 
679,659 

(430, 334,340 
159,110,360 
181.199,630 

1QG   fMA  J11 

284, 493,559 
10, 735,973 

1435,468,749 

147,181,187 
305, 467,437 

191,086,827 
7,863,306 

139,767,800 

141,830,303 

l,270,3«l,aS3 

l.UO,  884,700 

Bxposra. 

Crude  materfala  for  use  In  manufac- 

Foodstnlts  io  crude  condition  and 

Toodstnfb  partly  or  wholly  manu- 
factured .■  

Hanufaclures  for  farther  use  in  manu- 

Vanuracturos ready  for  consumption.. 

Total  dome-sttc  exports  

Focetga  merchandise  exported  

i9^9S7,aaB 

28,610,368 

18, £96  504 

10,208,545 
32,357,363 
187, 797 

25,878,273 

42,181, SIS 

40, 712, 783 
113, ISO, 01 4 
11,213,031 

840,514,771 

108,805,707 

170,685,495 

240,692,256 
42t,  912,525 
4, -263, 733 

875,016,937 

289,317,657 

40S,012,C63 

3S5,737,73a 
753.352,381 
86,060,809 

108,198,262 
3, 169,332 

257,065.021 
3,905,694 

l,2W,874,ft47 
34,475,109 

2,194,566,769 
37,187,982 

110, 367,  «4 

260,971.615 

1,311,349,656 

2,231,754,730 

The  locreasa  In  the  exiwts  fw  August,  1915,  in  the  Item  misaellaiwous  to  a  tolul  of  (11,313,031  ariaea 
from  the  exportaUon  of  nwses  In  Uiat  mtmth  to  the  value  of  |3 Jm,8SS,  o(  mules  to  the  value  ol  II  J2it.7U. 
and  of  seeds  valued  at  874,791. 


nrmrsTBiAi.  exhibition  of  FEEina. 

[Extract  from  Peking  Dally  Neva  of  Sept  2,  bj  Commercial  Attach^  Juleaa  H.  Arnold, 

reklng;! 

The  opening  ceremony  of  the  local  industrial  exhibition  took  place 
in  the  Temple  of  Agriculture  on  September  1.  Before  a  fair-sized 
audience  the  president  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  with  a  few 
brief  remarks  introduced  several  ^>eakeTS,  consisting  of  important 
local  officials,  industrial  representatives,  and  distinguished  visitors. 
After  the  meeting  a  group  picture  was  taken,  and  the  president  con- 
ducted the  guests  for  a  review  of  the  exhibits. 

This  exhibition  is  a  sort  of  preliminary  to  the  national  exhibition 
to  be  held  later  on  during  the  month  in  the  Industrial  Museum  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce.  It  is  the  general  rule  to  have 
the  matenals  so  collected  exhibited  locally  first  before  they  are  made 
a  part  of  the  national  or  international  affair.  Elaborate  prepara- 
tions have  already  been  made  at  the  Museum  for  tiie  accommodaUon 
of  exhibits  from  all  over  the  country  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
event  will  be  quite  on  the  same  scale  as  the  one  held  at  Nanldng  in 
1911^  in  spite  of  the  rather  limited  space  in  Feking. 
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UOnOH-FICTUKE  ASTEimsnfO  IN  aESKANT. 

[Conaal  Hany  G.  Seltser,  Breslsa,  Aug.  21.] 

A  report  from  the  Breslau  consulate  on  the  motion-picture  situa- 
tion in  this  district,  which  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
April  3,  1915,  has  called  forth  so  many  letters  of  inquirj^  from  the 
Uiiited  States  that  further  particulars  as  to  the  advertising  slides 
used — that  being  one  of  the  points  on  which  interest  centered — 
would  seem  to  be  desirable.  Most  of  these  slides  are  plain,  steady 
advertisements  in  print  and  picture,  similar  to  program  or  high- 
class  magazine  advertising.  Ihey  may  be  in  black  and  white  or  in 
colors.  It  is  not  at  all  uncommon,  however,  to  see  such  advertising 
on  regular  motion-picture  films,  and  a  few  examples  will  perhaps 
be  in  order. 

The  Domdorf  Shoe  Stores  recently  used  a  kind  of  puzzle  picture  in 
which  the  letters  D-o-r-n-d-o-r-f  were  made  to  appear  in  irregular 
order,  but  each  letter,  after  more  or  less  confusion,  finally  arranged 
itself  in  place.  This  was  followed  by  a  display  of  shoes,  which  were 
made  to  wal^  out  upon  the  screen,  arrange  themselves  in  military 
style,  and  then  parade  around  the  picture  doing  the  famous  "  goo.se 
step."  In  another  instance  a  customer  was  made  to  appear  in  one  of 
their  six  sttures  in  Breslau,  the  shoe  boxes  came  from  their  places  on 
the  shelves,  opened  themselves,  the  shoes  came  forth,  placed  them- 
selves upon  the  customer's  foot  one  after  another  until  the  customer 
showed  by  his  happy  smile  that  he  was  satisfied.  Clerks  were  not  in 
attendance  at  all.   The  motto  was  "  Domdorf  shoes  sell  themselves." 

Another  verv  clever  reel  shows  a  Turk  in  the  harem  with  his  favor- 
ite, surrounded  by  luxuries  of  all  descriptions.  After  a  very  interest- 
ing love  scene,  which  lasts  a  few  minutes,  the  favorite  brings  a  small 
tabouret  into  the  room.  Upon  it  is  a  package  of  "  Salem  Alikuman 
cigarettes,"  which  she  presents  to  her  lord  and  which  are  the  "  Favor- 
ite," of  course.  This  reel  is  used  by  a  number  of  theater^  as  on 
"extra." 

Perhaps  thB  boldest  and  most  elaborate  advertising  film  which  has 
been  going  the  rotmds  of  the  Bresla.u  theaters  is  entitled  "Who  is 
she?  This  is  a  two-reel  play,  in  which  the  attention  centers  upon  a 
pretty  ^rl  temporarily,  but  the  mask  is  so  skillfully  withdrawn  that 
the  audience  is  rather  pleased  after  all  to  know  that  the  two  reels 
have  been  advertising  an  automobile. 


USE  OF  WOED  "IKCHES"  IN  MADRID  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Spain,  Sept.  15.] 

The  consulate  at  Madrid  notes  the  increasing  number  of  catalogues 
printed  in  the  Spanish  language  which  are  heing  sent  for  the  con- 
sulate files.  American  exporters,  however,  should  be  notified  that 
the  "  inch  "  is  a  linear  dimension  which  varies  in  this  district.  Dic- 
tionaries correctly  translate  the  word  into  Spanish  as  "  pulgada," 
but  the  pulgada  as  used  in  the  Madrid  district  is  only  about  nine- 
tenths  of  the  American  inch.  Where  small  dimensions  are  quoted 
by  American  exporters — as,  for  instance,  copper  wire,  string,  etc. — 
it  is  preferable  to  use  the  metric  system  in  catalogues  ana  corre- 
spondence.  This  ^stem  is  the  standard  in  the  district,  and  no  con- 
fusion will  result  m»n  its  empl(^ment 
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FOBEiair  TASIFFS. 


AKQEHTZHA. 

[Boletln  Oflclol,  July  28  and  Aug.  18,  1018.] 
Olafsiflcatlon  of  Petroleum  and  Fetrolemn  Produots. 

A  decree  of  the  President  of  Argentina,  dated  July  17,  1915,  in 
effect  October  1,  1915,  revokes  article  20  of  the  customs  regulations 
on  the  subject  of  testing  and  classification  of  petroleum  and  petro- 
leum products  and  prescribes  new  standards^  while  leaving  the  rates 
of  duty  unchanged.  The  change  was  made  with  a  view  to  ^minating 
certain  ambiguities  and  obsolete  terms,  pointed  out  in  a  report  by 
the  director  of  the  National  Chemical  Laboratories.  The  National 
Chemical  Laboratories  will  conduct  tests  to  determine  density,  point 
of  distillation,  flash  point,  viscosity,  and  other  data  neces^ry  to  the 
proper  classification  of  each  consignment. 

Under  the  new  regulations  the  only  classes  of  oils  entitled  to  free 
admission  under  tariff  No.  45  are  the  following:  Crude  petroleum, 
L  e.,  tiiat  subjected  to  no  process  except  separating  the  water  and 
solid  impurities;  mixtures  of  hydrocarbons  having  a  density  of  not 
over  0.73  at  15°  C.  and  distilling  not  less  than  90  per  cent  of  their 
volume  at  120°  C.  (Engler  process) ;  and  gas  and  shale  oils  of  a 
density  of  0.83  to  0.90  at  15°  C,  having  a  flash  point  less  than  160" 
C.  in  a  Pensky-Martens  instrument  and  a  viscosity  less  than  6°  at  20° 
C,  and  distilling  not  more  than  20  per  cent  of  their  volume  up  to 
300°  C.  (Engler  process),  when  imported  exclusively  by  gas  com- 
panies for  carbureting  purposes.  Beginning  October  1,  1915,  there 
will  be  required  legalized  certificates  of  origin  for  crude  petroleum, 
specifying  the  region  or  district  from  which  it  has  been  obtained, 
such  certificate  to  accompany  the  sampl^  submitted  for  analysis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  new  tariff  classification  of  petroleum 
products  not  entitled  to  free  admission,  the  rate  of  duty  being  in  each 
cose  27  per  cent  (including  surtax),  based  on  tihe  official  valuation: 

[Peso,  10.905;  kilo,  2.3040  pounda.1 


Tariff 

No. 


Froduot.a 


Offlctal 
v«hni. 
tloo. 


194 

2779 
2T»1 

31S3 
3326 
3270 


Kerosme  and  all  petrolram  produnts  of  density  of  0.78  to  0.83  and  distflline  at  I»st 
H»  per  cent  of  their  volume  between  150'  and  300*  C.  (Engler  process),  wltfi  a  mini, 
mum  flash  point  ol  40*  C.  (Abel  process)  

Iropure  pantmn  oil,  including  oils  specified  in  No.  33:26  wheo  not  entlnly  clarified 
and  purified,  the  distillation  of  which  begins  at  300'  C  

Uincral  oils  not  specified,  tneludtae  all  clarified  or  refined  oils  of  a  density  greatin: 
than  0.'<3  and  viscotltv  Rroater  than  3°  at  20°  C.  (Engler  process),  bavloga  fiash 
point  above  ISO*  (t'enshy-Uarteus  Instrument),  and  distilling  not  over  10  per 
ecnt  up  to  300' C  

Llitroin  and  similar  products,  includinf;  hydrocarbons  of  a  density  of  0.73  to  0.78 
and  distilHne  between  120*  and  ISO*  (Engler  process);  unreetified  benzines  ot 
density  creater  Ih^in  0.78,  in  which  benicnic  hydrocarbons  predominate  

Liquid  vaseline  or  paialfln  oils,  including  all  mineral  oils  which  are  entirely  pure, 
clear,  cotorlcss,  odorless,  and  without  fluorescence,of  density  of  0.S4  to  0.&9,  whose 
distillation  boeins  nt  3-30°  C  

Rrslilues  of  cniae  ppli  oleum,  including  gas  and  shale  ofls  (not  impcffted  as  above 
described)  nnd  residues  of  unrefined  petroleum,  of  denuty  n«ater  tban  0.00  at 
45*  C,  and  viscosity  greater  than  S*  (Engler  process),  dlstlUmg  less  tlian  20  per 
cent  up  to  300°  C,  gross  weight  , 

Petroleum  products  not  specified  in  the  tarlfl,  od valorem  


Peso  per 
JWte 

.a 


.u 

.00 


an 

7t% 


■  Unless  otberwise  stated,  density  Is  datmnlnad  at » t«inpenttite  of  IS*  0, 
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[Connl  Fdlx  &  &  JiduKot,  Klngitmi,  Ontario,  B«pt  18,  lOlB.] 

Vse  of  Canadian  Karks  on  Imported  Articles. 

Canadian  importers  and  dealers  have  frequently  imported  for  sale 
articles  stamped  with  their  names  or  marks,  without  indicating  the 
name  of  the  manufacturer  or  the  country  of  origin.  Under,  the  pro- 
visicms  of  the  customs  law  prohibiting  the  importati(m  of  goods 
manufactured  in  a  foreign  country  which  bear  the  name  or  trade- 
mark of  a  dealer  in  Canada  or  the  United  Kinjgdom  or  a  British  coun- 
try, unless  the  country  of  origin  is  definitely  mdicated,  the  customs  offi- 
cials of  Canada  have  recently  been  detaining .  all  shipments  of  such 
articles  until  the  labels  were  removed  or  statements  as  to  origin  in  a 
forei^  country  were  added.  In  cases  where  the  nature  of  the  arti- 
cles imported  made  it  impos^ble  to  add  the  required  statement  in 
regard  to  origin,  such  articles  have  been  confiscated.  A  distinction 
has  been  drawn  between  the  cases  or  receptacles  intended  as  contain- 
ers for  certain  articles  and  the  articles  themselves,  and  small  empty 
cases  or  boxes  of  metal  have  been  allowed  to  be  imported  even  ii 
marked  only  with  the  name  of  the  Canadian  dealer. 

(Jooraol  CMDdd,  Ang.  80,  1915.] 

Xureaw  la  SHitlet. 

By  a  decree  of  August  80,  1915,  the  duties  on  alcoholic  liquors, 
building  lumber,  and  tobacco  imported  into  Egypt  are  increased  as 
follows: 

(Egyptian  poond,  t4M3.] 


Artlolei. 

Rate*  ot  doty 
tn  SgypUan 
poraifls. 

New.' 

ou. 

10% 

8% 

Periih. 

aaaoo 

0.400 
.400 

Ptrtilo. 
(>0.2SO 
«.30O 
.800 

•  CoDTCUtloosl  r»t«6  •pplicable  to  pTodncts  ot  the  Unf ted  States  and  otbar  conn tr lee  eo titled  to  nust- 
hTond4»tlaD  trattment,  when  scGompanled      certificates  ol  origin. 


ITALY. 

[Oanetta  Uffldale,  Sept.  IT,  1915.1 

Temporary  Export  l>utl«i. 

A  royal  decree  of  September  15,  1915,  in  effect  September  18, 
imposes  an  export  duty  of  1  per  cent  ad  valorem  (based  on  valuations 
for  statistical  purposes)  on  all  articles  shipped  from  Italy,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  products  on  which  the  following  specific  export 
duties  are  to  be  levied,  all  duties  to  remain  in  effect  until  the  end  of  the 
war  [lira,  $0,193;  hectoliter,  26.417  gallons]  :  Sulphuric  acid,  sodium 
nitrate, carbon  si^phide, tanning  materials  (including  sumac),  beans, 
chestnuts,  potatoes,  bran,  and  oilcake,  0.50  lira  per  100  kilos;  nitric 
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acid,  0.80  lira  per  100  kilos;  tannic  acid  and  extracts,  copper  sul- 
phate, isus^r,  cereals  (not  £^>ecified),  flour,  semolina,  and  alimentary 
pastes,  1  lira  per  100  kilos;  rice  and  raw  hemp,  2  lire  per  100  kilos; 
combed  hemp,  3  lire  per  100  kilos;  drugs  and  medicines,  10  lire  per 
100  kilos ;  iron  ore  and  iron  pyrites,  1  lira  per  metric  ton ;  copper  ore 
and  copper  i)yrites,  2  lire  per  metric  ton ;  automobiles,  50  lire  each, 
and  in  addition  5  lire  per  horsepower;  motor  trucks,  100  lire  eadi, 
and  in  addition  5  lire  per  horsepower. 

The  decree  also  provides  for  the  following  increases  in  the  internal 
taxes  imposed  on  certain  products:  Spirits,  20  lire  per  hectoliter  of 
anhydrous  alcohol;  beer,  0.60  lira  per  hectoliter  for  each  degree  of 
alcohol;  sugar,  5  lire  per  100  kilos.  In  addition,  the  internal  tax  on 
the  sale  of  mineral  oils  has  been  increased  by  8  lire  per  100  kilos. 

IMlnlster  Preston  McOoodvln,  CarmcUf  Sept  6,  1016.] 

Charge  on  Catalogues  Sent  by  Parcel  Poit 

Although  catalogues  are  included  in  the  free  list  of  the  Venezuelan 
customs  tariff,  there  is  a  regulation  in  effect  in  that  country  which, 
imposes  a  minimum  charge  of  6  reales  ($0.58)  on  all  packages  im- 
ported by  parcel  post.  Catalogues  as  well  as  othec  advertising  mat- 
ter should  therefore  be  forwarded  by  regular  letter  or  book  post  and 
packages  should  be  so  wrapped  as  to  permit  of  easy  examination  of 
the  contents.  [This  matter  was  previously  referred  to  in  Foreign 
Tariff  Notes  No.  4,  p.  26.] 

SHOBTAOE  OF  KOL&SSES  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  Felix  8.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Sept  2S.] 

Canada  is  facing  a  shortage  of  molasses  that  will  be  especially 
felt  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  Quebec,  these  being  the  largest 
buyers.  The  market  is  depleted ;  stocks  in  the  hands  of  traders  are 
light  and  are  not  expected  to  meet  the  demand  until  the  new  crop 
arrives  next  March.  In  Prince  Edward  Island  not  a  single  puncheon 
is  left. 

The  present  price  is  the  highest  for  many  years,  being  57  cents  per 
gallon  for  pimcheons  of  fancy  and  48  cents  for  choice.  In  March 
the  price  for  fancy  was  45  cents;  a  year  a^o  it  was  38  cents.  At 
this  writing  there  is  bein^  sold  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  what  is 
called  "fancy  blend,"  which,  although  not  up  to  the  standard,  is 
stated  to  be  of  fair  quality.  It  is  reported  that  if  it  should  happen 
that  fancy  molasses  were  unprocurable,  fancy  blend  would  be  placed 
on  the  market  as  a  substitute. 

This  year  there  has  been  a  fairly  good  demand  for  choice  molasses 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  sells  10  to  12  cents  below  fancy.  It  Is 
snid  that  the  trade  in  choice  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  has  doubled 
this  year  for  this  reason. 


An  important  Buenos  Aires  trading  company  writes  that,  through 
assistance  rendered  its  representative  while  in  the  United  States  by 
the  New  York  branch  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce^  is  has  established  connections  with  some  of  the  leading  North 
American  manufacturers. 
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A  $300  OVEBSiaHT. 

[Special  ABent  Gamrd  Hftiria.] 

Just  a  bit  of  bad  judgment  or  a  lack  of  information  mny  turn  a 
bargain  in  New  York  or  New  Orleans  into  a  disastrous  loss  in  one 
of  the  Central  American  Republics.  For  instance,  some  time  ago  a 
dealer  in  one  of  these  countries  received  from  the  United  States  a 
shipment  of  leaf  tobacco  packed  in  zinc-lined  wooden  cases,  instead 
of  the  customary  bales.  The  difference  in  freight  and  duties  amounted 
to  $300.  This  was  a  total  and  unnecessary  loss,  and  the  Central 
American  was  much  concerned  over  it,  as  it  was  his  first  order  to 
the  house  and  he  did  not  know  what  would  be  done  about  the  matter. 

The  American  consul  was  consulted,  and  he  took  the  subject  iip  in 
a  friendly  and  unofficial  way,  with  the  result  that  the  firm  shipping 
the  tobacco  acknowledged  its  fault  in  not  ascertaining  that  the  duty 
on  tobacco  was  on  the  gross  weight  instead  of  ad  valorem  and  that 
the  packing  cases  had  to  be  paid  for  at  tlie  same  rate  as  the  tobacco. 
The  American  firm  stood  the  loss.  The  outcome  has  been  that  many 
i-epeat  orders  have  been  obtained  from  the  exercise  of  this  sense  of 
justice.  The  Central  American  is  convinced  of  the  entii'e  "square- 
ness" of  his  dealer  j  and  the  latter  has  found  out  how  to  do  business 
profitably  and  eliminate  all  causes  for  complaint. 

A  Xaowledge  of  Tariff  B«cnlatioit»  Essential. 

Doubtless  the  firm  dipping  the  tobacco  was  trying  to  do  the  right 
tiling  in  the  first  instance  and  protect  the  tobacco 'from  climatic 
changes  or  the  like,  but  it  was  at  fault  in  not  ascertaining  the  tariff 
requirements  of  the  country  to  which  the  shipment  was  destined. 
These  could  easily  have  been  learned  had  appbcation  been  made  to 
the  consul  general  of  the  country  or  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  at  Washington;  the  information  could  have 
be«i  had  for  the  asking.  The  above  instance  is  merely  one  of  the 
small  points  of  export  business  likely  to  prove  expensive  if  over- 
looked. 

It  is  essential  to  have  an  understanding  of  the  tariff  laws  of  each 
Republic  as  they  bear  upon  the  particular  class  of  goods  proposed  to 
be  exported  there.  Central  America  consists  of  the  six  sovereign 
Republics  of  Guatemala,  Salvador,  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  Costa 
Kica,  Panama,  and  the  British  Crown  colony  of  British  Honduras. 
Each  country  has  a  separate  tariff,  a  different  money,  and  customs 
regulations  varying  in  greater  or  less  degree,  and  eacli  country  pre- 
sents a  separate  problem  for  the  American  exporter,  which  should 
be  solved  before  experience  has  imposed  a  penalty  tor  the  lack  of 
foreknowledge. 

INCBEASB  OF  IMPORTS  INTO  FRANCE. 

[Commercial  AttacM  C.  W.  A.  Vcdltz,  American  Embassj,  Paris,  Sept.  11.] 

The  French  customs  authorities  announce  that  the  imports  of 
food  products  for  the  first  seven  months  of  1915  show  an  increase  of 
$18,528,000  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year;  and  the  im- 
ports of  manufactured  articles  show  an  increase  of  $70,428,000.  Raw 
materials,  however,  show  a  decrease  of  $233,916,000.  The  exports 
compared  for  the  same  period  show  a  decrease  of  $18,335,000  for  food 
products,  $143,592,000  for  raw  materials,  $218,283,000  for  manu- 
lactured  goods,  and  $35,126,000  for  post  parcels. 
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[Where  addrciKS  are  omitted  tbu  mar      obtained  from  the  BHrea«  or  Its  fcrsadi 

Textiles,  elastic  goods,  etc..  No.  18759. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the 
Netlierlands  reports  that  a  general  agent  in  that  country  desires  to  secure 
the  sole  agency  for  American  manufacturers  of  textiles,  such  as  hosiery, 
piece  goo<1s,  and  elastic  goods.  Ho  prefers  to  act  on  a  commission  basis, 
but  is  willing  to  purchase  certain  articles  on  his  own  account. 

Potash  fertilizers,  No.  18760. — ^The  Bureau  has  been  informed  by  an  American 
consular  officer  In  India  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate 
with  Amerlcau  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  potash  fertilizers.  Quo- 
tations should  be  c  L  f .  port  of  entry.  India.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English. 

Smokers'  articles,  No.  18761. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports 
tliat  a  Arm  of  cigarette  and  cigar  manufacturers  In  his  district  desires  to 
purchase  smokers*  articles  imC  various  kinds.  Gatal(^e8,  price  lists,  ete., 
should  be  sent  at  once. 

Caustic  lime,  No.  18762. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Peru  reports  that  an 
Importer  in  his  district  desU-es  to  purchase  Immediately,  as  a  sample  order, 
about  18  tons  of  pare  caustic  lime  to  be  used  on  sugar  plantations  for  the 
ilefecatlim  of  cane  Juice.  Pull  particulars  as  to  quality,  price,  shipping 
facilities,  etc.,  should  be  sent  at  once.  C.  1.  f.  quotations  are  preferred. 
References  are  given.  GorreG^Mnktence  nmy  be  in  English. 

Iron  Aoop*,  broBB  sheeta,  etc.,  Mo.  18768. — A  m«cfaant  In  India  has  Informed  an 
American  consular  office*  that  he  desires  to  purchase  Iron  hoops  of  the 

following  sizes :  1}  inches,  2  inches,  21  Inches,  and  21  Inches ;  Iron  and  steel 
rods,  round  and  square,  iron  nails  of  different  sizes,  brass  and  iron  screws, 
bolts,  nuts,  rings,  lamps,  and  chimneys,  and  brass  sheets.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  Ei^llsb. 

Wrist  icatchcs,  No.  18764. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that 
n  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices  of 
nickel  watches  with  leather  strap  bracelets.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Pastchoard  boxes.  No.  18765. — The  Bureau  has  been  Informed  by  an  American 
consular  officer  In  Canada  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  commimlcatc 
with  American  exporters  of  pasteboard  boxes  with  partitions  suitable  for 
us^'  In  packing  tubes  of  paste  solder.  Reference  Is  given. 

Jfocftfncri/,  No.  18766. — A  report  has  been  received  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  Madagascar  stating  that  a  business  man  desires  to  purchase 
machinery  suitable  for  cleaning  and  spinning  ureno-lobata  fiber  and  for 
weaving  this  pro<liict  into  bags.  Correspondence,  catalogues,  etc,  should 
be  In  French,  if  possible,  and  prices  quoted  c.  1.  f.  nearest  port. 

Fireproof  paint.  No.  18767. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports 
that  a  manufacturer  of  shingles  In  Iils  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  or  oxportei*s  of  fireproof  paint  for  use  la  treating 
cedar  shingles.   Reference  Is  given. 

Automobile  accessories.  No.  1S7CS. — A  business  firm  In  Argentina  has  Informed 

an  American  consular  oflicer  that  he  desires  to  secure  the  agency,  on  a  com- 
mission basis,  of  American  manufacturers  of  automobile  tires  and  accesso- 
ries and  mineral  oils.  References  are  given.  Correspondence  should  be 
In  Spanish. 

Knitting  and  seicing  needles,  No.  18769. — ^Au  American  consular  officer  In 
France  has  been  Informed  by  a  business  firm  in  his  district  of  its  desire  to 
communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  knitting  and  sewing  needles. 
Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 

Btationcry,  artificial  limhs,  surgical  apparatus,  etc.,  No.  18770. — An  American 
consular  ofliccr  in  France  reports  that  a  commission  agent  in  that  country 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  pencils,  erasers,  steel  pens, 
pnpor  novelties,  hardware,  and  small  machines,  artificial  limbs,  sui^cal 
hand-sets  and  apparatus.   Reference  Is  given. 
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Baberdashery,  No.  18711.— A  business  Arm  to  Oreece  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular ofBcer  that  they  desire  to  establish  business  relations  with  Ainerlcaa 
manufacturers  or  exporters  of  general  haberdashery,  such  as  collars,  cufte, 
hosiery,  gloves,  handkerchiefs,  nod  purses.  Gatalognes,  price  lists,  etc., 
are  requested,  and  samples  If  possible.   Correspondence  may  be  la  English. 

Arsenic,  No.  18772.— The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  repwt  from  an  American 
consular  officer  in  Canada  to  the  effect  that  a  business  man  In  his  district 
desires  to  comnmnicute  with  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  arse- 
nic.   Reference  is  given. 

ro6acco,  No.  18773. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  reports  that  an 
Importer  in  bis  district  desires  to  receive  samples,  prices,  eta,  of  brown 
Virginia  tobacco.  Kentncky  tobacco  is  not  desired.  The  importer  does  not 
care  to  deal  with  any  trust.  Gorr^pondence  may  be  in  Bngllsh.  In  oMer 
to  meet  conditions  of  previous  trade  it  la  desirable  that  tobacco  be  packed 
In  barrels  of  about  1,600  pounds  capacity.  Reference  Is  given. 

Umbrella  parts.  No.  18774.— A  manufacturer  of  umbrellas  In  Frnnce  has  In- 
formed an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  establish  business 
relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  umbrella  parts.  He  states  that 
he  Is  In  a  position  to  purchase  about  $60,000  worth  of  goods  annnally. 
Referwice  Is  given. 

Black  pepper.  No.  18775. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece  reports  that  a 
business  firm  In  tliat  country  desires  to  purchase  crude  black  peprer.  The 
firm  indicates  a  desire  to  order  about  100  bags  of  pepper  at  a  time.  If 
possible,  prices  should  be  quoted  either  iter  100  kilos  or  per  100  pounds 
c.  1.  f.  Greek  port.   CorrefTJondence  should  be  In  French. 

Frinling  inachinery.  No.  18776. — A  State  official  In  Brasil  has  informed  an 
American  C(Hisular  officer  that  his  Government  desires  to  receive  catalogues, 
prices,  etc.,  of  printing  and  engraving  machlnea  and  snch  other  materials 
as  may  be  necessary  In  the  establishment  of  a  Uiodern  printing  office. 
Quotations  sliouKt  be  made  c  1.  f .  Brazilian  port 

AIcoAoI,  No.  1^777. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that  a 
business  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  establish  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  or  exporters  of  90  per  cent  alcohol.  Full  Information  should 
be  sent  at  once.  If  possible,  prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  French  ports. 
Correspondence  may  be  In  EngllBfa.  .  ■  j 

Dry  paint.  No.  18778. — A  business  man  in  Canada  has  Informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  raaiiuTac* 
turers  or  exporters  of  dry  paint.   Reference  Is  given. 

Cotton  tioist,  No.  18779. — A  firm  In  Scotland  has  Informed  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  It  desires  to  purchase  supplies  of  cotton  twist,  such  as 
8  lea  4  ply,  suitable  for  sewing  bags.  The  firm  desires  to  receive  samples 
with  quotations;  goods  to  be  delivered  c.  I.  f.  British  port.  Terms  cash. 
Prompt  delivery  essential. 

Paper,  No.  18780. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that  a  firm 
In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  paper,  samples  of  which  may  be  examined 
at  tlie  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  60847.)  Quotations 
must  be  made  "  free  delivery  Paris." 

Rubber  bands.  No.  18781. — A  firm  In  Switzerland  Informs  an  American  consu- 
lar officer  that  it  desires  to  establish  business  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  of  rubber  bands  for  use  in  making  tin  cans  nir-tlght.  The 
rubber  must  be  of  purest  quality  and  free  from  acids.  Samples  of  the 
bands  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer 
to  file  No.  66821.)  Prices  may  be  either  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  c.  1.  f.  French 
port.  Customary  American  terms  and  conditions  are  accepted.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  In  English. 


Brancli  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vew  York,  Koom  409  TTnited  States  Cnstomhoase;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Bnllding; 
Chicago,  S04  federal  Building;  St  Lonis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  S21  Post  Office  Bnllding;  Hew  Orleans,  1020  Hlbernla  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  806  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Balldlng.  Cooper- 
ative branch  ofloei:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
CuBineree;  Loi  Aageles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce; 
miftdeliMiiai  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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PB0P08AIS  FOS  aOVEBNHOT  STJ7FLIES  AlH)  CONSTBtTCTION. 

[CormpoDdeoce  alioald  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specifics tioDB  cms  tuoslly 

be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tbo  goods  arc  to  bo  delivered  or  tbe  work  Is  to  be- per- 
formed. In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenwrs. 
they  should  nek  to  be  placed  on  the  malllOK  lists  of  such  offices  to  recelTe  notice*  aHltng 
tot  fntui-a  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.l 

Jfavy  Department  suppliet.  No.  2707. — Sonled  proposnls  will  be  received  nt  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Departiueut.  Washtneton,  D.  O., 
until  October  26,  1915,  for  famlshlus  tlie  foliowiog  matorlal.  Firms  la- 
terested  therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and 
Accounts,  giving  the  sc4iedule  Duml)ers  desired:  Schedule  8885,  l-gallon 
paint  cans,  5-pound  petrolatum  cans,  and  whiting  In  boxes  and  barrels. 
Bids  will  also  be  received  until  November  2,  1915,  for  the  following: 
Schedule  SSSl,  railroad  tank  car;  schedule  8882,  electric  hoists;  schedule 
8889,  building  sand;  schedule  8890,  bar  ste^;  schedule  8891.  portable 
blacksmltlis'  forges,  hasps  and  staples,  chest  hasps,  ball-tlMKd  fast-pin 
butt  hinges,  ball-tipped  loose-pin  butt  hinges,  and  hammock  rlng^;  sched- 
ule 8892,  sheet  lead  In  rolls,  soft  wiping  solder,  cast-iron  pipe  fitting,  and 
wrought  pipe;  schedule  8893,  paint  brushes,  wblte  table  felt.  54  Inches 
wide,  American  double-dressed  hemp,  rawhide  leather  lacing,  rubber 
wash  deck  hose,  and  steel  safes  for  mall  clerics ;  schedule  8894,  single* 
conductor  wire;  schedule  6895,  casting  brushes,  ammonium  battery  chlo- 
ride, silver-lead  facings,  gravel,  heavy  iron  core  sand,  brass  nuts,  brass 
angles,  and  ferromanganese ;  schedule  8896,  composition  pipe  fittings  and 
composition  unions;  sche<lule  8897,  bath  brick  and  silver-plated  ware;  and 
schedule  8899,  white  lead  In  oil,  and  white-leaded  zinc  In  oil.  Bids  will 
be  received  until  Novembtf  9,  1915,  for  tbe  following:  Scfaedale  8886,  40- 
Inch  wide  burlap,  1-gallon  paint  cans,  emery  doth,  baU-tiin>ed  loose-ptn  butt 
hinges,  U^t  rising  leather,  padlocks,  wnmght  pipe,  and  paint  and  varntoh 
r^over ;  schedule  8887,  rubber  fire  hose  and  suction  hose ;  schedule  8888. 
composition  bolts  and  nuts,  loofah-fiber  sponges,  and  composition  unions ;  and 
schedule  8898,  cap  ribbons.  Bids  will  be  received  until  November  16, 1919, 
for  the  following:  Schedule  8883,  stockless  anchors;  and  schedule  8900, 
American  pea  beans,  raisins,  and  sirup  In  half  barrels.  Bids  will  also  be 
received  until  November  23,  1915.  for  the  following:  Schedule  8884,  steel 
rods  for  reinforcing  concrete ;  and  schedule  8901,  evaporated  api^les,  evapo- 
rated peaches,  and  rice. 

Canute  roads,  No.  2708. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Standards,  Room  300,  Southern  Building,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
CKtoiier  18,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  concrete  roads.  Drawings  and 
speclflcatloDS  may  l>e  had  on  application  to  the  Superintendent,  Mechanical 
Plant 

Medical  supplies,  No.  2709. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  U.  S.  A.,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  October  19, 
1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Warehouse  "  D,"  foot  of  Loguna 
Street,  Fort  Mason,  one  gas-oxygen  apparatus  and  attachments. 

Medical  supplies,  No.  2710. — Sealctl  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  U.  S.  A.,  543  Greemvicli  Street,  Now  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
October  20,  1015,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  depot  folding  saddle 
bags,  hypodermic  syringes,  small  pocket  cases,  aluminum  saddle-bag  trays, 
and  Farrier's  Instrument  pocket  cases. 

Medical  supplies.  No.  27^1. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  Medical 
Supply  DciKtt,  U.  S.  A.,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  October  21, 
1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "  I>,"  foot  of  Laguna 
Street,  Fort  Mason,  forceps,  keratome,  wire  saw,  stethoscope,  dilator,  handle 
for  dilator,  electric  cautery  set,  electric  current  controller,  wnt^  filter, 
filiform  guides,  needles,  metal  sounds  with  flllfonn  guides,  syringe,  special- 
ist's cliair,  nasal  speculum,  and  needles  for  Iiypodermic  syringe. 

iVater  tanl:s.  No.  2712. — Scaled  proposnls  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Ini^pcctor,  Boston,  Mass.,  until  October  22,  1915,  for  rearranging  water 
tanks  of  lif^lit  vessel  No.  8S.  Farther  information  may  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  above  oillce. 
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STEAKEB  8FAGE  FOB  CABOOES  FBOU  FBAHCE. 

The  New  York  branch  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  reports  that  a  French  concern  which  is  delivering  large 
quantities  of  American  goods  in  Europe  has  chartered  its  own  steamer 
and  is  anxious  to  open  up  negotiations  with  firms  in  the  United  States 
which  are  importing  goods  from  France.  This  is  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity for  American  importers,  as  the  French  company  expects  to 
have  a  large  amount  of  cargo  space  available  on  the  return  voyages 
and  it  will  rent  this  space  at  a  reasonable  figure. 


LATIN-AMEBZCAK  AGENT  SEEKS  NEW  CONNECTIONS. 

[Conunerdal  Agent  ID.  B,  Jndd,  New  Orleans,  Oct.  7.] 

One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  has  introduced  to  the  New  Orleans  branch  a 
representative  of  a  large  commission  agent,  who  operates  throughout 
Central  America  and  the  west  coast  of  South  America.  This  agent 
has  hitherto  represented  only  European  firms  and  has  handled  some 
of  the  best-known  European  lines.  He  is  reported  as  having  a  coni- 
plete  organization,  with  main  offices  in  Lima  and  Valparaiso.  Hia 
European  connections  are  unable  to  keep  up  their  business  at  present, 
and  he  has  turned  to  the  United  States  to  form  permanent  con- 
nections with  American  firms.  He  is  willing  to  make  long  contracts 
to  insure  the  maintenance  of  this  business  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  name  of  his  representative  in  the  United  States  may  be  ob- 
tained upon  application  to  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 


The  acreage  for  clover  seed  in  the  United  States  this  year  is  esti- 
mated by  the  Bureau  of  Crop  Estimates  of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment 01  Agriculture  at  114.5  per  cent  of  last  year's  acreage.  The 
condition  oi  the  crop  on  September  1  was  estimated  at  80.3  per  cent 
of  normal,  which  compares  with  77.3  per  cent  a  year  ago,  and  79.7 
per  cent,  average  for  the  past  10  years  on  September  1.  These 
figures  forecast  a  modei'ately  larger  crop  this  year  than  last  year. 
mr—u  225 
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FACmC  OCEAN  SHIFFINa  ADJUSTMENT. 

[CiKisttI  Oencnl  George  EL  AndersoD,  BoDgkonc,  Sept.  4.] 

The  readjustment  of  shipping  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  made  neces- 
sary by  the  withdrawal  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.'s  serrices 
has  been  further  developed  by  the  sale  of  the  steamship  Persia^  one 
of  its  vessels  sailing  under  the  British  flag,  to  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha, 
the  competing  Japanese  line,  which  is  to  take  the  vessel  over  at  the 
end  of  its  current  voyage  to  Hongkong.  The  service  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  to  the  Far  East  therefore  ends  abruptly  with  the  arrival  of  the 
Persia  in  Hongkong  on  October  11.  This  sale  gives  the  Toyo  Kisen 
Kaisha  five  ships  for  the  trans-Pacific  service.  EfiForts  to  secure  fur- 
ther tonnage  for  such  service  so  far  have  been  imsuccessful. 

The  effect  of  the  change  in  service  on  passenger  traffic  already  is 
apparent  in  some  respects,  for,  in  spite  of  the  dull  season,  passenger 
accommodations  already  are  difficult  to  secure.  The  effect  of  the  con- 
traction of  the  service  is  likely  to  be  felt  more  acutely  during  the  au- 
tumn in  sailings  from  America  rather  than  sailings  from  Hong- 
kong, though  vessels  from  Hongkong  already  are  practically  fulty 
engaged. 

Sew  Trelgfat  Kates. 

What  the  ultimate  level  of  freight  rates  on  the  Pacific  as  a  result 
of  the  recent  changes  and  the  general  contraction  of  available  ton- 
nage will  be  is  a  matter  of  considerable  uncertainty,  though  all  ship- 
ping experts  in  this  part  of  the  world  declare  that  a  marked  advance 
m  rates  is  inevitable  and  imperative,  and  the  only  question  is  as  to 
how  marked  the  advance  will  be  and  what  ultimate  level  will  be 
reached. 

The  latest  actual  announcement  in  this  connection  is  that  of  the 
Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  as  to  an  advance  in  freights  on  American 
products  shipped  from  Tacoma  and  Puget  Sound  ports  to  the  Orient. 
This  advance  on  American  produce  in  some  respects  is  significant. 
The  rate  announced  is  one  of  $5.50  gold  on  fiour  and  wheat  to  Japan 
and  $6  gold  on  the  same  commo^ties  to  Manila  and  Hongkong. 
The  rate  on  lumber  is  to  be  $9  to  Japan  and  $11  to  Hongkong  and 
MapUa  per  1,000  board  feet.  The  rate  on  dried  fish  is  to  bfe  $6.50  to 
Japan  and  $7.50  to  Hongkong  and  Manila  per  measured  ton.  These 
rates  are  well  toward  twice  the  rates  obtaining  on  the  same  commodi- 
ties before  the  opening  of  the  war  in  Europe. 

The  chief  significance  of  the  rates,  however,  lies  in  the  fact  that 
it  is  on  American  freight  outward  rather  than  on  Japanese  freight 
homeward  that  the  advance  is  made.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
advances  on  Japanese  freight  homeward  are  probably  to  be  com- 
paratively few  and  of  slight  moment.  Heretofore  in  all  advances  of 
rates  by  the  Conference  lines  the  Japanese  Government,  controlling 
the  Japanese  lines  by  the  subsidy  paid  them  for  their  services,  has 
revented  marked  advance  in  homeward  rates  on  freight  in  which 
apan  was  interested.  This  policy  is  undoubtedly  to  be  followed  in 
the  coming  readjustment.  In  other  words,  the  Japanese  interests, 
through  the  subsidies  paid  their  lines,  are  to  contr<d  rates  for  the 
benefit  of  Japanese  traae. 

Disappearance  of  Competition. 

Ilie  control  of  rates  to  the  advantage  of  Japanese  trade  is  to  be 
practically  absolute,  for  Japanese  linos  dominate  tiie  sitnatdon  in  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOglC 


COMMEBCB  BEP0BX8.  227 

Pacific  absolutely.  Of  the  490,000  tons  or  so  of  available  tonnage  in 
all  trans-Pacific  service  available  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  Ameri- 
can line  probably  430,000  tons  are  Japanese,  all  controlled  wholly, 
through  subsidies,  by  the  Japanese  Government,  It  is  becoming 
^uite  evident,  therefore,  that  all  other  trade  in  and  with  the  Far  East 
IS  to  be  under  Japanese  control.  With  the  full  pinch  of  the  shortage 
of  tonnage  experienced  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  that 
no  Chinese  cargo  or  through  cargo  transshipped  at  Hongkong  for 
the  United  States  by  way  of  the  Pacific  can  be  expected  from  Hong- 
liong  imtil  all  cargo  has  been  carried  from  Japanese  ports.  Natu- 
rally the  rate  of  freight  to  be  charged  on  all  such  cargo  will  be  all 
that  the  traffic  will  bear,  while  at  the  same  time  freight  from 
Japan  will  be  carried  at  pr^nt  rates  or  at  comparatively  slight 
advance. 

One  result  of  this  situation  is  the  general  understanding  among 
shippinjg  men  that  the  service  of  Japanese  ships  between  Japan  and 
the  United  States  will  be  accelerated  and  strengthened  so  as  to  fill 
gaps  caused  by  the  disappearance  of  the  Pacific  Mail  steamers  from 
the  route,  the  result  being  that  steamer  service  betwen  Hongkong  and 
Japan  and  Hongkong  and  the  United  States  by  way  of  Japan  will 
be  weakened  and  become  more  of  a  local  service  for  the  time  being. 
Announcement  to  this  end  is  anticipated  shortly. 

A  factor  in  the  situation  which  is  likely  to  be  of  great  importance 
in  that  it  will  prevent  the  transfer  of  Japanese  or  other  ships  to  the 
Pacific  trade  is  the  increasing  demand  for  tonnage  from  the  Far 
East  to  Euro[>e.  So  far,  as  present  indications  lie,  no  relief  for  the 
trans-Pacific  situation  is  in  sight  in  the  transfer  of  vessels  from  other 
parts  o£  the  world. 

CoBBECTioR :  Tbe  consul  general  desires  that  his  article  on  "  Crisis  In  ShippinK 
on  the  Pnciflc,"  in  Comuebce  Rbpobts  for  September  30,  1915,  ou  page  1524,  in 
tbe  middle  of  page,  should  read :  "  Tbe  Osaka  Sbosen  Kalsha,  two  sailings  per 
montb,"  etc. 


CONDEMNEB  STTBVET  VESSELS  TO  EE  SOLD. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Eedfield  has  approved  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Dr.  E.  Lester  Jones,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  and  Geo- 
detic Survey,  that  the  survey  vessels  Gedney  and  McArtkur  be  con- 
demned and  sold. 

On  November  10,  1914,  the  local  inspectors  of  the  Steamboat- 
Inspection  Service  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  made  an  extensive  examination 
of  the  Gedney  and  reported  that,  on  account  of  her  ago,  general 
weakened  condition,  and  lack  of  power,  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
begin  operations  with  her  until  late  enough  in  the  season  to  be  reason- 
ably sure  of  calm  weather,  in  view  of  which  Secretary  Eedfield 
limited  the  use  of  this  vessel  to  surveying  inside  waters. 

A  similar  detailed  examination  of  the  McArtkur  was  made  by  the 
local  inspectors  at  Seattle  on  November  27,  1914,  and  their  report 
showed  that  she  was  in  even  worse  condition  than  the  Gedney,  and 
unfit  for  use  except  on  inland  ot  protected  waters. 

Since  their  inspection  these  vessels  have  been  in  commission  an- 
other season,  and  the  cost  of  maintenance  has  not  only  become  exces- 
fflve,  bat  the  bad  condition  of  both  vessels  has  increased.  The  fur- 
ther use  of  ihesB  old  vessels  would  jeopardize  human  life  and  repairs 
would  be  uneconomical  and  a  waste  of  money. 
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PUBLIC  AUCTION  OF  GOVERNMENT  FURS. 

[From  St.  Louts  Office  of  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

Dealers  in  all  parts  of  the  world  are  invited  to  attend  the  public 
auction  of  the  United  States  Government's  Alaska  blue  and  whit« 
fox  slfins  in  St.  Louis  on  October  21  and  22,  1915.  It  will  be  con- 
ducted by  Funaten  Bros.  &  Co.  The  Alaska  sealskins  will  not  be 
offered  at  this  sale. 

Until  two  years  ago  the  United  States  Government's  fur  skins 
were  sold  in  London.  In  1913  the  Government  contracted  with 
Funsten  Bros.  &  Co.  to  hold  the  sales  in  St.  Louis.  The  first  sale  of 
Alaska  fur  seal  and  blue  and  white  fox  skins,  which  was  held  on 
December  16,  1913,  netted  the  Government  5  per  cent  more  on  the 
sealskins  and  10  to  lo  per  cent  more  on  the  fox  skins  than  had  the 
previous  sale  in  London. 

St.  Louis  is  the  largest  primary  market  for  furs  in  the  world. 
London  is  the  largest  auction  marlcet,  and  it  handles  furs  from  all 
countries,  while  the  St.  Louis  market  is  confined  largely  to  North 
American  (including  Canadian)  furs.  By  "primary  market"  is 
meant  that  the  goods  coming  to  this  market  are  consigned  direct  from 
trappers  and  traders  in  the  trapping  sections  of  North  America  to 
receiving  houses  in  St.  Louis,  which  sell  to  dealers. 

Of  the  8  or  10  of  these  receiving  houses,  2  operate  "exchan^s,** 
holding  public  sales  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays  during 
the  season,  which  begins  in  October.  In  normal  seasons  these  houses 
receive  a  daily  average  of  2,000  shipments  by  freit^ht,  express,  and 
parcel  post.  These  shipments  come  from  trappers  in  every  State  in 
the  United  States  and  every  Province  in  Canada  and  from  Alaska, 
and  include  muslcrat,  mink,  beaver,  skunk,  opossum,  raccoon,  fox, 
ermine,  etc.  The  receiving  houses  remit  to  the  trappers  on  a  basis 
of  price  lists  which  they  send  out.  Some  houses  send  out  from 
500,000  to  1,000,000  price  lists  at  a  time  to  as  many  trappers  located 
in  North  America. 

As  the  shipments  are  received  they  are  sent  to  a  special  room,  where 
different  shipments  from  the  same  sections  are  assembled,  sorted, 
and  graded.  Sorting  and  grading  being  intricate  and  responsible,  re- 
quires men  with  great  skill  and  long  experience.  From  the  sorting 
and  grading  rooms  the  furs  are  sent  to  the  "  exchange  "  floor  and  are 
bid  in  by  dealers  who  have  headquarters  or  branches  in  St.  Louis. 
There  arc  about  25  of  these  dealers,  representing  other  dealers  and 
manufacturers  all  over  the  world,  especially  London  and  Leipzig. 

All  the  surplus  not  u.=;ed  in  this  country  is  sold  abroad,  and  in 
normal  times  there  has  been  a  go(td  demand  for  American  furs  all 
over  the  world.^  Of  course,  fashion  regulates  from  time  to  time  the 


^Exports  oC  fars  from  the  UnUed  Statrs  have  been  remarkably  affect*^  bj  the  Bnro- 
pcan  war,  raw  fura  greatly  declining,  while  some  increase  In  recorded  in  maDuCactDred 
Cars,  as  wlU  be  seen  by  the  following  statistics  for  fiscal  years  ended  June  30 : 


Fan  and  fut  sUns. 

1913 

1»U 

ins 

Raw  and  tmnnnobetared: 

1188,700 

S37,1W 
14,001,348 
870,524 

2,  MO,  519 
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demand  for  any  particular  kind  of  fur,  and  prices  fluctuate  accord- 
ing to  fashion  and  supply  and  demand.  London  being  the  leading 
fur  market  has  naturally  been  purchasing  more  American  furs  than 
an^  other  foreign  market,  but  the  demand  for  American  furs  in 
Leipzig  in  recent  years  was  increasing,  and  many  of  the  Leipzig 
dealers  purchased  direct  from  St.  Louis  receiving  houses  instead  of 
going  to  the  Ix>ndon  sales.  It  is  probable  that  the  demand  for  Ameri- 
can furs  in  Germany  will  increase  still  further  after  the  close  of 
hostilities.  Kussia  has  already  commenced  to  ship  furs  to  St.  Louis. 

The  war  had  a  depressing  effect  on  the  fur  trade  all  over  the  world, 
but  business  has  reacted  in  America  considerably  because  of  certain 
kinds  of  furs  coming  more  into  fashion,  and  also  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  low  prices  prevailing  last  winter  caused  a  very  light  catch  and 
a  depleted  supply.  When  the  demand  came  there  was  hardly  enough 
of  certain  kinds  of  fashionable  furs  to  supply  it.  The  prospects  for 
tlie  coming  season  are  much  better  than  they  were  last  year. 

Owing  to  the  specialized  character  of  the  fur  trade  in  St.  Louis,  it 
is  not  possible  to  obtain  statistics  showing  the  volume  of  business, 
but  it  is  estimated  that  the  value  of  raw  furs  received  in  this  market 
in  normal  years  approxunates  $10,000,000  to  $12,000,000. 


COAL  SISCOTEBT  OH  XSLAin)  OF  BOBNHOLU. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  IlarrU,  Stockboln.  Sweden,  Sept.  8.] 

It  has  just  been  reported  that  coal  in  some  quantities  has  been 
discovered  on  the  island  of  Bomholm,  which  is  not  far  from  the 

coast  of  southern  Sweden,  but  which  is  a  possession  of  Denmark.  It 
is  probable  that  the  presence  of  coal  on  this  island  has  been  known 
for  some  time,  but  its  commercial  exploitation  has  been  retarded  by 
the  competition  of  other  European  fields.  Because  of  the  war  this 
competition  has  for  the  time  being  lost  its  force,  and  two  Danish 
.  geologists  and  a  Swedish  mineral  surveyor  have  proceeded  to  Bom- 
holm to  look  into  the  possibilities  of  the  new  field,  with  special  ref- 
erenec  to  marketing  the  fuel  should  it  prove  suitable  for  railway  and 
industrial  use.  The  deposits  are  said  to  be  a  short  distance  from 
Bonne,  the  chief  town  of  the  island. 


OIL  PEOSPECTS  IN  BRITISH  COLTJMBIA. 

[Coaaul  Tliomaa  D.  Bowman,  Femle,  Britisli  Columbia,  Canada,  Oct.  6.1 

The  outlook  for  an  abundant  supply  of  oil  in  the  Flathead  Valley, 
]ust  over  the  Montana  State  line  in  the  extreme  southeastern  corner 
of  the  Fernie  consular  district,  is  said  to  be  bright.  While  the  com- 
pany that  is  working  this  field  does  not  claim  to  have  struck  pay  oil 
as  yet,  it  is  announced  that  oil  sands  have  been  struck  at  800  feet. 
Drilling  was  begun  July  20  and  the  first  signs  of  oil  were  encountered 
Septemoer  20.  Two  standard  drilling  jslants  are  in  operation. 

Little  interest  is  manifested  locally  in  this  oil  prospect.  It  has 
been  explained  that  this  district  was  widely  exploited  by  "  wildcat " 
specnlaticm  schemes  within  rery  recent  memory,  and  that  confidence 
in  oil  investments  was  rudely  shaken. 
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KEW  DATA  ON  JAPANESE  COTTON  INDTTSTRY. 

A  13  per  cent  increase  in  the  production  and  one  of  22  per  cent  in 
the  exports  of  cotton  yarn  marked  the  activities  of  the  Japanese 
cotton  spinning  and  weaving  mills  in  1914,  according  to  reports  from 
an  American  consiil,  despite  the  imsettled  conditions  in  the  world 
markets  that  affected  industry  and  trade  everywhere  during  the  last 
six  months  of  the  year.  Piece  g<io<:ls,  however,  remained  practically 
stationary  as  to  the  total  value  of  exports,  although  radical  changes 
occurred  in  the  shipments  to  China  and  Kwangtung — to  China, 
27,042,188  yen  worth  against  19,874,882  yen  in  1913;  to  Kwangtung, 
3,408,548  yen  against  9,260,r)54  yen.  At  the  close  of  1914  the  industry 
boasted  309,910  more  spinning  spindles,  19,094  more  twisting  spindles, 
and  1,660  more  looms  than  it  had  a  year  and  a  half  previous. 

Th^  are  among  the  interesting  facts  disclosed  by  the  additional 
statistical  data  on  the  Japanese  cotton  industry  that  has  recently 
been  obtained  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
and  embodied  in  a  12-page  booklet,  "  Japanese  Cotton  Goods  Indus- 
try and  Trade,"  Si>ecial  Consular  Reports  No.  74.  While  primarily 
issued  as  a  supplement  to  an  earlier  publication  of  the  Bureau  ("  Cot- 
ton Goods  in  Japan,"  Special  Agents  Series  No.  86 — a  282-page 
monograph  that  reviews  tlie  history  of  the  Japanese  cotton  industry 
from  the  establishment  of  the  first  spinning  mill),  the  tables  pre- 
sented  in  the  new  booklet  are  worthy  of  study  in  themselves.  Copies 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  or  from  the  various  branch  offices  of  the  Biueau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce;  price,  5  cents. 


POSITIONS  FILLED  BY  BTJREATJ  OF  IMMIGEATION. 

Applications  for  employment  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Immigra- 
tion of  the  Department  of  Labor  at  the  various  branches  and  sub- 
branches  throughout  the  country  numbered  17,827  during  the  month 
of  August  Of  these  applicants  7,321  were  referred  to  employment 
and  6,757  were  actually  employed.  During  the  same  month  the  num- 
ber of  applications  for  help  received  was  1,279,  and  the  number  of 

Positions  offered  to  be  filled  was  7,931.  The  subbranch  at  Moscow, 
daho,  makes  the  unusual  record  of  having  had  32  applications  for 
help,  with  32  positions  offered,  32  applications  for  employment, 
32  referred  to  employment,  and  32  actually  employed.  Among  the 
larger  offices  Chicago  had  the  distinction  of  having  2,860  persons 
accepted  out  of  2^868  who  were  referred  for  employment,  while  157 
in  Baltimore,  55  m  Minneapolis,  40  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  11  in 
St.  Louis,  who  were  referred  to  employment,  were  all  actually 
employed. 


AUTOMOBILES  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Robertson  HoDej.  Madrid,  Sept.  18.] 

The  Eco  de  Aduanas,  published  in  Madrid,  states  this  day  that  the 
total  number  of  private  automobiles  registrawd  in  Spain  on  January  1, 
1915,  was  10,548.  The  Frovinoe  of  Blodrid  led  with  2,405  registra- 
tions. The  population  of  Spain  is  about  20,000,000. 
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ESTASUSHING  A  PACIFIC  SALMON  ON  ATLANTIC  COAST. 

Numerous  reports  have  been  received  by  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Fisheries,  confirming  early  indications  that  a  run  of  hiunpbnck 
salmon  has  been  established  on  the  coast  of  Maine.  The  fish  that 
have  been  observed  are  the  first  results  of  plants  made  in  February, 
1914.  The  humpback  salmon  is  a  rapid  grower,  and  attains  full 
maturity  in  two  years.  For  this  reason  andoecause  of  its  high  value 
as  a  food  fish  when  taken  in  salt  water  or  when  fresh  run  from  tlie 
sea  the  bureau  selected  this  species  for  introduction  into  selected  New 
England  streams. 

Many  fish  weighing  5  to  7^  pounds  have  been  taken  or  seen  in 
Penobscot  River,  Me.,  and  20  were  captured  alive  by  agents  of  the 
bureau  near  Bangor  and  held  in  an  effort  to  obtain  ripe  eggs.  From 
two  of  these  fish  3,000  eggs  were  taken  on  S^tember  6  and,  aft«r 
fertilization,  sent  to  the  Craig  Brook  hatchery  tor  incubation. 

Accounts  of  the  appearance  of  this  new  fish  in  various  minor  rivers 
have  come  in,  and  in  the  Dennys  Biver  there  was  a  noteworthy  run, 
which  began  as  early  as  August  15  and  was  continuing  as  late  as 
September  24.  The  local  fishermen  caught  and  ate  large  numbers, 
and  during  the  week  of  September  20  an  employee  of  the  Green  Lake 
hatchery  took  15  fish  (8  males  and  7  females)  which  had  passed 
through  the  fishways  in  dams  in  Dennys  River  and  were  dropping 
downstream  in  a  spent  condition;  at  the  same  time  both  live  and 
dead  fish  were  observed  below  the  dams. 

[An  account  of  the  steps  taken  and  plans  made  by  the  Bureau  of 
Fisheries,  with  the  object  of  introducmg  humpbadc  salmon  on  the 
coast  of  Maine,  was  given  in  Commebce  Reports  for  Sept.  25, 1915.] 

UABEET  FOE  COAL  IN  POBTUOAL. 

[Consnl  General  W.  L.  Lowrie,  Lisbon,  Sept.  16.1 

Prices  of  coal  in  Portugal,  already  double  what  they  were  before 
the  war,  are  gradually  increasing,  and  the  supply  of  fuel  on  hand  is 
very  small.  The  latest  quotations  for  "Welsh  coal  ore  $10.20  to  $10.70 
and  $11.90  to  $12.90  c.  i.  f.  Lisbon,  Lower  qualities  bring  $9.25  to 
$9.50.  The  English  freight  rate  is  also  advancing  and  is  now  $1.15 
to  $4.85  a  ton. 

Local  dealers  generally  admit  that  America  could  supply  this 
market  if  freights  from  the  United  States  were  around  $4.85  to  $6.10 
per  ton.  Some  cargoes  of  Pocahontas  coal  have  arrived  here  recently 
and  are  giving  satisfaction,  but  on  account  of  the  high  freight  it  is 
difficult  for  this  fuel  to  compete  in  price  with  the  Cardiff  coal  gener- 
ally used  in  Portugal. 

DTinrSTRIAL  COLLEGES  FOB  CHINA. 

[National  Review  of  Cblnn,  Sept  4] 

At  a  recent  conference  in  the  State  Department  at  Peldng,  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  proposed  that  in  order  to 
develop  native  industry,  four  industrial  colleges  should  be  established. 
The  minister  suggested  that  of  these  four  colleges,  a  mining  college 
in  Manchuria,  an  agricultural  and  a  forestry  college  in  Peking  be 
established,  and  the  other  two  colleges  should  be  for  fishery  and  mi- 
gineering  in  Hupeh  and  Shanghai,  respectively. 
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WAK*S  EFFECT  OK  SOUTH  CHINA  TBADE. 

[Consal  General  George  E,  AadcrsoD,  Honsfcon^,  Aog.  24.] 

All  things  considered,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  effect  of  the  first  year 
of  the  war  in  Europe  upon  the  trade  of  the  Far  East  has  been  as 
marked  as  has  been  anticipated.  The  effect  upon  the  trade  of  South 
China  has  been  considerable,  but  it  has  been  along  general  lines  and 
as  a  result  of  general  conditions  rather  than  a  mar^d  change  fr<nn 
one  line  of  puchase  and  supply  to  another. 

Bnying  Power  Kestrlotcd. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  from  this  consulate  general,  the  chief 
effect  of  the  war  upon  the  business  of  Cliina  (aside  from  the  results 
of  the  lic[uidation  of  German  firms  in  Hongkong  and  the  prohibition 
of  "  tradmg  with  the  enemy,"  which  has  broken  up  the  combination 
of  British  manufacturers  and  German  selling  agencies)  has  been 
shutting  off  European  markets  for  Chinese  products,  with  the  result 
that  prices  for  such  products  fell  to  a  point  where  production  was 
not  profitable,  even  where  the  goods  could  be  sold  at  all.  Without 
the  sale  of  its  products  abroad  China  can  not  buy  for  import.  The 
effect  of  the  war  upon  silver  exchange,  moreover,  has  made  all 
foreign  goods  very  expensive  in  terms  of  silver.  The  value  of  silver 
most  of  the  time  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  has  been  such  as 
to  stimulate  exports  under  normal  conditions  while  holding  back 
imports.  AVith  exports  impossible  because  of  the  war^imports  were 
held  back  for  both  financial  and  economical  reasons.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  is  rather  remarkable  that  Chinese  trade  has  held  up 
as  strongly  under  adverse  conditions  as  it  has,  and  whatever  tendency 
to  revival  is  all  the  more  important. 

Llqaldation  of  Stocks. 

Nevertheless,  the  consumption  of  foreign  goods  in  South  China, 
though  much  below  normal  in  volume,  has  proceeded  much  along 
usual  lines,  so  far  as  the  nationality  of  supplies  is  concerned,  and 
changes  in  the  course  of  trade  have  been  coming  slowly,  though 
steadily  and  surely  in  a  number  of  lines.  While  trade  from  central 
Europe  was  shut  off  by  the  war,  there  were  large  stocks  of  goods 
therefrom  in  Eastern  ^orts,  which  have  been  on  the  market  ever 
since,  and  the  consumption  of  all  such  goods  has  been  supplied  more 
or  less  freely  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  by  drafts  upon  these 
stocks,  even  where  trade  was  entirely  controlled  by  other  nationals, 
as  in  Hongkong.  It  was  necessary  that  the  sale  of  these  stocks  of 
goods  should  proceed  along  normal  lines,  so  far  as  was  possible, 
both  to  protect  British  and  allied  banking  interests  against  loss  from 
advances  on  such  goods,  and  also  to  prevent  the  demoralization  of 
the  market  for  tlie  sale  of  similar  British  goods.  In  most  lines  of 
staple  trade,  therefore,  the  year's  business  ha»  been  largely  one  of 
liquidation  of  current  stocl^. 

This  has  been  the  case  particularly  of  cotton  piece  goods.  Stocks 
of  all  such  goods  in  South  China  and  most  other  Chiiwse  ports  have 
been  large  for  several  yeai's.  The  outbreak  of  war,  and  especially 
the  forced  liquidation  of  German  firms  in  Hongkong,  made  it  neces- 
sary to  dispose  of  tlicse  stocks  instead  of  buying  new  goods.  Never- 
theless, stocks  have  been  so  far  depleted  during  the  year  that  tiie 
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buying  of  new  ^oods  in  fair  volume  is  now  in  sight,  and  with  this 
comes  a  realization  that  in  many  lines  American  manufacturers  are 
in  a  position  to  compete. 

Prloei  SonKht  on  American  Textiles. 

A  careful  study  of  the  cotton  piece  goods  situation  in  Jlongkong 
by  experts  has  convinced  a  good  many  buyers  that  the  United  States 
offers  the  best  fii^-hand  market  for  them  at  present,  and  inquiries 
for  American  prices  are  becoming  more  numerous  and  much  more 
earnest.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  plain  gray  shirtings  and  sheet- 
ings, in  which  central  Europe  had  a  good  snare  of  trade  before  the 
war.  There  is  a  marked  demand  for  cotton  blankets,  cotton  flannels, 
and  other  goods  which  formerly  came  largely  from  the  continent  of 
Europe,  but  demand  for  American  goods  also  is  coming  to  include 
a  number  of  fabrics  which  heretofore  have  been  obtamed  almost 
exclusively  from  Europe  but  in  which  experts  believe  American  man- 
ufacturers can  now  successfully  comp^ 

Xetal  Goods. 

The  trade  in  metals  has  shown  as  much  of  a  change  as  any  other 
line.  In  structural  steel  it  has  been  found  that  conditions  in  Great 
Britain  are  such  as  to  make  prices  high  and  deliveries  very  uncertain, 
while  the  trade  from  Belgium  has  entirely  disappeared.  Orders  for 
American  steel  have  been  given  as  freely  as  general  trade  conditions 
have  warranted.  Indeed,  this  has  been  the  case  in  all  lines  of  iron 
and  steel,  including  sheets  and  plates  (galvanized  and  otherwise), 
wire  and  wire  shorts,  cobbles,  nau  rod,  bars,  hoops,  and  all  standaza 
forms.  Prices  in  the  United  States  have  been  firm  and  prices  to  con- 
sumers here  have  been  particularly  high  because  of  the  high  freight 
rates  prevailing  on  goods  from  America,  but  with  all  that  prices  have 
usualfy  been  fclow  European  prices  and  deliveries  could  safely  be 
promised,  which  has  not  been  the  case  with  European  goods. 

Demand  on  American  manufacturers  for  all  lines  of  iron  and  steel 
will  doubtless  be  much  heavier  in  the  near  future,  for  not  only  is  it 
increasingly  difficult  to  secure  supplies  from  Europe  but  stocks  in 
tiie  Far  East  are  now  very  low  and  on  the  other  hand  connections  in 
tiie  United  States  for  the  purchase  of  all  such  goods  have  been 
eetablish^  and  the  trade  machinery  now  exists  for  satisfactory 
business. 

In  nearly  all  lines  of  machinery,  especially  in  electrical  goods  and 
Gamilar  products,  conditi:ons  have  followed  those  obtaining  in  the 
iron  and  steel  trade.  As  a  result  of  general  business  depression  in 
South  China  there  has  been  less  demand  for  electrical  and  similar 
machinery  than  normally  would  have  been  the  case,  but  what  demand 
has  existed  has  reached  to  the  United  States  in  an  unusual  degree  for 
its  supplies. 

Trade  in  this  line  is  likely  to  go  more  and  more  to  the  United 
States  in  the  immediate  future  not  only  because,  as  above  indicated, 
American  connections  have  now  been  established  and  prices  in 
Europe  are  high,  but  also  because  under  pi-esent  conditions  of  inter- 
national finance  American  financing  of  such  trade  is  more  favorable 
tiian  usual.  In  electrical  lines  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  trade 
due  to  an  end  to  special  German  financing  of  electrical  power  and 
light  projects;  however,  of  the  normal  trade  in  Hongkong  the  de- 
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mand  for  American  goods  has  very  greatly  increased.  European 

competition  with  American  machines  in  sewing  and  Imitting  ma- 
chinery has  been  cut  off  with  very  favorable  results  on  American 
trade. 

Hachinery,  Dyestuffs,  Glass,  Hardware,  Etc. 

What  biisiness  there  has  been  in  the  purchase  of  boilers,  turbines, 
and  similar  machinery  supplies  abroad  has  been  going  to  the  United 
States  with  every  indication  that  this  will  continue  to  be  the  case. 
<  American  manufacturers  have  secured  a  hold  on  trade  in  Hong- 
kong and  South  China  in  many  lines  of  goods  which  have  never 
before  been  obtained  from  the  United  States.  The  sale  of  artificial 
dyes  of  American  make  has  successfully  been  inaugurated  in  Hong- 
kong. In  nearly  all  lines  of  chemical  products  the  United  States 
is  now  being  called  upon  for  supplies,  in  many  instances  as  the  sole 
source  of  supply  at  the  present  time.  American  window  glass  and 
American  glassware  are  now  sold  in  Hongkong  in  increasing  quanti- 
ties. American  hardware  is  increasing  in  popularity,  supplanting  the 
cheaper  grade  of  European  goods  almost  entirely  and  competing 
successfully  with  the  more  solid  English  manufactures.  In  nearly 
all  lines  of  department-store  goods  American  manufacturers  are  now 
enjoying  an  increasing  trade.  American  soap,  various  toilet  sup- 
plies, perfumeries,  and  the  like  are  used  in  increasing  quantities;  m 
some  lines  constituting  practically  the  whole  of  the  trade.  In  many 
of  these  lines  of  trade  American  manufacturers  had  a  share  before 
the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Since  the  war  they  have  had  practically 
all  the  trade  there  was  to  be  had.  In  nearly  all  these  lines  of  trade 
consumption  is  below  normal  both  by  reason  of  general  trade  condi- 
tions, the  low  value  of  silver,  the  reduction  in  foreign  population, 
and  the  general  business  uncertainty;  but  American  trade  has  in- 
creased, and  with  the  return  of  normal  times  American  manu- 
facturers will  have  increasing  opportunities  of  trade. 

Constant  Applications  for  Amerloan  Connections. 

With  the  consumption  of  current  stocks  of  many  lines  of  notions, 
such  as  needles  and  pins,  buttons,  tape,  ribbons,  hairpins,  and  similar 
goods,  and  of  all  such  goods  as  lamps,  stoves,  enameled  ware,  electro- 
plate, watches  and  clocks,  scientific  instruments,  paper  and  stationery, 
in  short,  in  nearlj/^  all  lines  of  normal  trade,  wul  come  an  increased 
demand  for  American  goods.  In  nearly  all  such  lines  of  trade  Hong- 
kong and  South  China  dealers  have  been  seeking  and  establishing 
American  connections  as  preparation  for  trade  soon  to  be  realized. 
Constant  applications  for  American  connections  in  new  lines  are 
made  to  or  through  this  consulate  general  all  the  time.  The  number 
of  such  connections  established  in  South  China  since  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  is  very  large  and  embraces  practically  all  lines  of  trade.  It 
may  probably  be  considered  the  most  important  development  in  the 
South  China  trade  situation  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

The  great  question  in  all  this  change  is  as  to  what  portion  of  this 
new  and  somewhat  special  trade  can  b«  held  after  the  end  of  the  war 
in  Europe  and  the  establishment  of  normal  trade  conditions  gener- 
ally. Much  may  be  said  and  written  on  this  phase  of  present-day 
business,  but  little  can  be  actually  established.  Most  American  manu- 
facturers have  gone  after  the  trade  here  with  a  view  of  holding  it 
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after  the  end  of  the  war.  They  are  careful  to  cultivate  satisfactory 
relations  in  every  way,  they  hold  to  normal  prices  so  far  as  may  tie 
po^ble,  they  are  meeting  customs  of  the  trade  here  as  to  credits  and 
deliveries  so  far  as  may  be  possible,  and  in  short  they  are  showing 
that  they  wont  the  business  on  a  permanent  basis  and  mean  to  try 
and  keep  it. 

Settiiig  Acquainted — ^American  Bvylng  Opportunity. 

The  chief  result  of  the  war,  so  far  as  permanent  business  is  con- 
cerned, will  be  to  give  consumers  here  an  opportunity  to  become 
acquainted  with  and  to  test  American  goods  in  comparison  with  those 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  use  and  to  give  American  manufac- 
turers an  insight  into  the  special  needs  of  trade  in  the  Far  East,  the 
kind  of  goods  required  for  the  Far  Eastern  market,  customs  and 
peculiarities  of  the  trade,  and  the  general  establishing  of  direct  trade 
connections  and  agencies.  These  are  advantages  they  have  never 
had  before  and  are  all  but  controlling  in  their  nature.  With  such 
advantages  trade  after  the  war  will  largely  be  a  matter  of  quality 
and  price.  In  some  lines  of  goods  now  coming  to  the  East,  American 
manufacturers  doubtless  can  and  will  compete  with  European  manu- 
j^cturers  who  have  h^tofore  been  able  to  hold  the  trade  for  them- 
selves. Beyond  that  the  results  of  changes  so  far  effected  by  the  war 
in  Europe  remain  to  be  seen. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  doubtful  if  American  manufacturers  have  taken 
advantage  of  special  opportunities  they  have  had  for  the  purchase  of 
cheap  raw  materials  in  China  during  the  past  year  to  the  extent  they 
mi^ht  profitably  have  done.  Declared  exports  from  Hongkong  and 
Chinese  ports  show  decreased  trade  on  the  whole,  which  doubtless 
reflects  depression  in  certain  lines  of  trade  in  the  United  States 
rather  than  the  course  of  the  market  for  raw  materials  here.  Ameri- 
can imports  of  silk  have  held  up  well,  all  things  considered.  Imports 
of  vegetable  oils  have  been  small,  considering  prices  here  and  in  the 
United  States.  The  shipments  of  hides  and  skins  from  China  to  the 
United  States  have  been  much  less  than  were  anticipated  with  the 
change  of  the  American  tariflE  law  and  changed  conditions  here.  In 
most  lines  of  Chinese  exports  to  the  United  States  inadequate  freight 
facilities  and  high  freight  rates  have  had  a  deterrent  influence. 

The  Costpetitlre  PMtor. 

Of  competing  nations  concerned  in  Chinese  trade,  Japan  unques- 
tionably has  been  the  most  successful  in  its  eiTorts  to  secure  trade 
formerly  supplied  by  the  belligerent  nations  of  Europe.  The  Japa- 
nese Government,  aU  Japanese  trade  organizations,  Japanese  manu- 
facturers individually  and  by  organizations  in  their  respective  lines 
of  business  have  systematically  and  persistently  struggled  for  this 
trade  and  are  c<Hitinuing  their  campaign.  They  have  been  especially 
successful  in  some  lines  of  the  cotton  trade,  such  as  heavy  piece  goods, 
towels,  cotton  blankets,  and  ladies'  hosiery ;  in  some  branches  of  elec- 
trical machinery  and  supplies;  in  soap,  toys,  paper,  glass,  and  glass- 
ware; enameled  ware;  ana  many  miscellaneous  goods.  Great  Britain 
has  lield  its  own  in  most  cotton  piece  goods  in  South  China  and  has 
sained  some  trade  in  electrical  machinery  and  supplies  and  in  general 
neavy  machinery. 

Graman  toide  has  been  almost  entirely  destroyed,  but  not  much  of 
it  comparatiTelj  is  b«ng  supplied  from  other  sources.  ^This  is 
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merely  an  illustration  of  a  fact  to  which  attention  has  been  called 
heretofore  in  these  reports,  namely,  that  trade  in  China  is  not  as 
competitive  as  it  often  has  been  made  to  appear,  and  that  each 
nation  has  its  o^vn  particular  trade  in  certain  lines  which  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  other  nations  to  serve  because  of  the  special  advantages 
held  by  the  original  nation  in  that  particular  line  of  manufacture. 

Nevertheless  of  nations  hurt  most  in  its  oriental  trade  by  the  war 
Germany  easily  leads;  of  nations  helped  in  their  trade  with  China 
by  the  war  Japan  easily  leads.  Gains  made  by  the  United  States  have 
been  due  much  more  to  the  position  of  the  country  as  the  only  great 
trading  nation  remaining  neutral  than  to  any  special  activity  on 
the  part  of  American  business  men. 

PAEAGUAYAN  WOOLS  COITTAINING  TANNIH. 

(Consol  Samuel  Hamilton  Wil«y,  Afiunclon,  Attg.  25.] 

In  view  of  the  present  high  price  of  tannin  extracts,  it  is  prob- 
able that  there  will  be  an  exploitation  of  woods  containing  hi^h 
percentages  of  tannin  fluids.  At  the  present  time  there  is  consid- 
erable activity  in  the  quebracho-extract  industry  in  Paraguay.  Que- 
bracho is  well  known,  and  the  forests  containing  the  quebracho  wood 
are  being  developed  with  cmisiderable  thoroughness.  There  are, 
however,  other  woods  in  Paraguay,  practically  unknown  to  the  out- 
side world,  containing  high  percentages  of  tannin,  which  are  found 
in  abundance. 

The  following  are  the  names,  native  and  scientific,  of  the  most  im- 
portant woods,  from  the  standpoint  of  tannin  contents,  which  are 
found  here  in  abundance,  with  a  short  description  of  each  variety : 

Yhva-poroftlh  (Eugenia  brasilicnsis) .  This  wood  contains  about  35.4  per 
cent  of  tnnnin  in  the  adult  bark,  niso  about  12  per  cent  in  the  dried  leaves,  nnd 
about  7.6  per  cent  in  the  wood  of  the  trunk  of  the  tree.  This  Is  the  only  tree 
found  here  so  far  containing  tnnnin  in  tlie  leaves  nuO  trunk.  It  contains 
little  resinous  or  coloriiii,'  material.  It  prows  to  a  height  of  15  to  30  feet,  with 
a  diameter  of  1  to  1^  feet,  nnd  has  abundant  foliage.  Is  found  iu  abuudance 
and  in  various  places  is  found  In  groves. 

Pakarf  (Rheedia  brasitieiifiis) .  Ojntains  In  the  bark  about  18  per  cent  of 
tannin,  with  n  small  percentage!  of  resinous  nnd  coloring  substances.  Grows  to 
a  height  of  35  to  45  feet,  but  is  of  small  diameter.  Bark  easy  of  extraction; 
color  pale  reil.   Is  found  in  quantity  in  the  fovests, 

yhfvihrfl-l'uilitil  (rcUophornm  dubiiim).  Ointnins  about  24  per  cent  of  tannin 
and  considerable  coloring  material.  The  tree  is  commonly  exploited  for  its 
wood,  ns  it  often  grows  to  Very  conslderabh^  size.    Is  very  abundant. 

Saugapirlh-Guazfl  (Kvgcnia  MichcUi).  Contains  about  20  per  cent  of  tan- 
nin. Tree  grows  to  lieiglit  of  abont  15  to  20  feet,  and  Is  small  in  diameter. 
Found  In  quantity  in  lowlands,  on  ilver  banks,  etc.  The  bark  is  smooth  and 
easy  to  extract. 

Kurupaili-RA  SlorOto  (Piptademia  Sp.).  Contains  about  20  per  cent  of  tannin. 
Is  found  In  abundance  and  Is  at  present  exploited  for  Its  wood  only. 

Kurupaili-Itll  I'uihta  (Piptademia  rigidn).  Contains  about  20  per  cent  of 
tannin.  Tlio  tree  grows  to  considerable  size ;  bark  is  woody.  Found  In  con- 
siderable quantity  and  is  at  present  workeil  for  its  wood. 

Inga  GuazQ  (liujn  npinix).  Contains  about  17  per  cent  of  tannin  in  barlz. 
Bark  smooth  and  easily  extraetetl.  Is  found  In  quantity  along  the  rivers  and 
smaller  streams  and  grows  to  considerable  size. 

Kaatiguft  Morfitl  {Trichilia  hieronymi) .  Contains  alwut  15  per  cent  of  tannla 
In  the  burk.  Tree  does  not  gi'ow  to  large  size.  The  bark  la  used  by  natives  to 
some  extent  In  tanning,  and  is  easily  stripped  from  the  logs. 

TlmbO  i Enteral obiitm  timhauva).  Contains  about  14  per  cent  of  tannin.  The 
bark  is  thick  and  the  tree  grows  to  a  very  lai^  size.  This  bark  Is  used  to  some 
extent  by  the  natives  In  tanning  fine  hides.  Is  found  fairly  abundantly. 
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DEVELOFHEHT  OF  BUSSIAK  AaBICTTLTUBE. 

[Consul  Geseral  Jobs  H.  Snodgrass.  Moscow,  Aog.  30,] 

The  Russian  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  just  issued  a  publication 
entitled  Agriculture  in  Russia  which  describes  the  development  of 
agricultural  concerns  during  the  period  1895-1913.  The  rnpid  prog- 
ress of  agricultural  concerns  during  recent  years,  the  general  revival 
of  agricultural  work,  and  the  increased  interest  in  agriculture  on  the 
part  of  all  classes  make  this  publication  of  special  interest. 

During  the  period  1895-1915  the  annual  sums  expended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  increased 
from  $1,000,000  to  $15,000,000  per  annum.  The  expenses  for  the 
decade  1903-1912  amounted  to  about  $40,000,000  and  considerably 
exceeded  the  aggregate  for  the  previous  60  years.  The  sum  expended 
during  the  last  three  years  exceeded  that  spent  during  the  decade 
1903-1912. 

The  expenses  of  the  zemstvo  organizations  for  the  requirements  of 
agriculture  during  the  period  1895-1913  increased  from  $500,000  to 
$8,000,000.  In  1913  the  Ministiy  of  Agriculture  and  the  zemstvo 
together  disposed  of  $23,000,000  for  the  development  of  agriculture. 
The  number  of  agricultural  educational  institutions  increased  from 
82  in  1895  to  360  in  1913  and  the  number  of  students  from  4,000  in 
1895  to  18,000  in  1913.  The  zemstvo,  which  employed  134  agents  in 
1895,  now  has  a  staff  of  3,216  persons.  In  1895  there  were  established 
27  testing  stations;  in  1914  the  number  had  reached  250.  There  is 
noted  a  particularly  rapid  growth  of  agricultural  cooperation  all 
over  the  Empire  of  Russia  which,  together  with  the  zemstvo^  is  active 
in  promoting  the  development  of  agriculture.  The  number  of  agri- 
cultural associations  has  increased  nrom  176  in  1895  to  4,134  in  1913 
and  to  4,685  in  1914. 


VESSELS  BiriLT  VS  UHITKD  STATES. 

The  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce,  reports  316 
sailing,  steam,  and  unrigged  vessels  of  40^276  gross  tons  built  in  the 
United  States  and  officially  numbered  during  the  three  months  ended 
September  30,  1915,  and  283  sailing,  steam,  and  tmri^ed  vessels  of 
56,510  gross  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  Those  built 
during  the  1915  period  were  as  follows: 
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FOBEIGN  TBABE  OFFOBTirNITlES. 

Reserved  addroBsea  mav  be  oblained  from  the  Bnrcan  and  Its  branek  oflleca>  Reqnot 

(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  aie  nnmbei*  given. 

Ttnned  atcel  icire.  No.  18782— A  dealer  in  Northern  Africa  informs  nn  American 
consular  oflioer  tlint  lie  desires  to  purcliase  about  6,000  pounds  of  tinned  steel 
wire  suitable  for  use  in  the  monufuctare  of  mattresses.  Quotations  should 
be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination  or  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Correspondence  in  French 
Is  preferred,  but  it  may  he  in  English.  A  sample  of  the  wire  desired  may 
be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  at  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
6CS09.) 

Steel  screics.  No.  18783.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Ireland  reports  that  a 
business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  maaa- 
facturers  or  exporters  of  steel  screws.   Reference  Is  given. 

Women'8  ivcaring  apparel.  No.  18784.— A  manufacturer's  agent  In  Ireland  has 
Informed  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  establish  business 
relations  with  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  women's  fleeced 
underwear.   The  names  of  other  buyers  of  fleeced  goods  are  also  given. 

Rasps  and  flics.  No.  18785.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reporte  the 
desire  of  a  firm  In  his  district  to  establish  bu^ness  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  or  exiiorters  of  rasps  and  files. 

Cotton  mill,  tfitt  gtores,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  18786.— A  firm  In  India  has  Informed 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  de^rcs  tu  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  or  exporters  of  cotton  mill  and  gin  stores,  chemicals,  and 
sizing  materials. 

TTire,  No.  18787.— The  Bureau  has  received  a  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  Canada  stating  that  a  firm  lu  his  district  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  annunciator  wire  such  as  Is  used  in  con- 
nection with  electric  bells.  The  size  required  la  No.  18.  It  is  stated  that 
orders  of  500  iwuuds  would  be  placed. 

Cement,  No.  18788.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  his  district  de^res  to  receive  full  Information  relative  to 

Portland  cement. 

Electrical  household  appliances.  No.  18780. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  in  England  reports  that  a  business  man  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  electrical  household 
appliances,  such  as  electrical  Irons. 

Ifedicincs  and  medical  supplies.  No.  18700. — A  druggist  in  Russia  has  Informed 

an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price 
lists  from  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  medicines  and  medical 
supplies.   CorrcKiwnilence  should  be  In  Russian  or  Froach. 

Parchment  paper.  No.  18791. — A  manufacturers'  agent  In  Ireland  has  Informed 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  or  exporters  of  parchment  paper.  Quotations  should  be  on 
trial  sized  lots,  Including  freight  to  port  In  the  United  Kingdom. 

Construction  and  operation  of  raihray.  No.  187D2. — An  American  consular  officer 
in  KiiRland,  quoting  an  announcement  publtsheil  In  Kuropean  Journals,  reports 
that  tenders  will  he  opene<l  at  the  "  Direcci on-General  de  Obras  Publicas," 
ilndrid,  on  November  10,  for  the  construction  and  working  for  a  period  of 
99  years  of  a  strategic  railway  from  I'errol  to  Gljon.  The  cost  of  con- 
struction is  estlniat(Hl  at  about  $17,10-1,1(5,  on  which  interest,  nd.  exceed- 
ing 5  per  cent  per  annum,  will  be  Kiuiranteed  by  the  State.  The  uilnimum 
rolling  stock  requlrwl  to  work  the  line  will  be  30  locomotives,  102  passenger 
coaches,  15  brake  van.s,  3(X)  poods  wajions,  and  15  truck.s.  An  option  on 
the  concession  Is  Iield  by  tin;  "  Socio<lad  Iberia."  Oonstvuction  work  must 
he  begun  within  throe  months  from  the  date  of  the  award  of  tlie  concession, 
and  corapletwl  within  a  period  of  eight  years.  It  Is  stated  that  although 
the  foregoing  contract  may  be  awarded  to  a  Spanish  firm,  the  carrying  out 
of  the  work  may  Involve  the  purchase  of  material  outside  of  Spain.  The 
Bureau  has  no  further  information  relative  to  this  opportunl^. 
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Leather  tewing  macMnes,  No.  18793. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzer- 
land reports  tbat  a  manufacturer  nnd  dealer  In  shoe  machinery  and  supplies 
desires  to  learn  the  names  of  American  manufacturci-s  of  tbree-ueedle 
leather  sewing  machines.   Corretipondence  should  be  in  German  or  French. 

Hides  and  tJUns,  No.  18794. — A  firm  of  importers  and  exporters  in  Brazil  has 
informed  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  wltA 
American  importers  of  wet  salted  hides  and  skins. 

CeRuIofd.  No.  18705. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  reports  that 
a  mannfacturer  In  his  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  of  celluloid  In  shoets.  The  shades  deslreil  are 
light  dark  and  mottled  tortoise  sheH,  Imitution  ivory,  and  mother-uf-peurl. 
Thicknessta  per  sheet  in  millimeters,  2,  2.4,  2.5,  2.8,  3.  3.3,  3.5,  3.S,  4,  4.5, 
and  5.  About  40,000  are  nee<led  annually.  S;)mples,  with  quotations  c.  1.  f. 
Froich  port,  are  desired.  Customary  American  terms  and  conditions  will 
be  accepted.  lEeference  la  given.  Correspondence  should  be  in  German  or 
French. 

Power  vessel^  No.  18796.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Peru  states  that 
a  8rm  In  his  district  desires  to  jmrchase  Immediotcly  a  vessel,  new  or 
second-hand,  meeting  the  following  requirements:  Steam  or  motor;  two 
masts;  capable  of  carrying  150  tons  of  freight;  draft  not  more  than  8 
feet ;  wide  (team ;  engine  in  stern ;  deck  tiouses  either  In  stern  or  bow ; 
must  possess  full  eqnlpmeDt  of  boats,  etc.,  and  should  not  make  less  than 
8  miles  per  hour.  Correspondence  ^ould  be  in  Spanish  or  Italian,  and 
vtights  and  measures  in  metric  system.  Full  description  and  photogra[kh 
of  vessel  should  be  sent  immediately. 

Barmonium  reeds.  No.  18797. — A  firm  In  England  has  Informeil  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  establish  connections  with  American 
manafactoTcra  of  brass  harmonium  reeds.  The  firm  states  that  it  re- 
quires 130  sets,  each  set  containing  37  notes,  C  to  C,  awl  10,000  sets  of 

3  octaves,  C  to  C  toned. 

Wax,  nail»,  etc.,  No.  18798. — ^A  firm  In  New  Zealand  has  informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  establish  connections  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  sulphide  of  sotlium  (pieces  of  about  one-fourth  luch  In  diam- 
eter) ;  plain  and  corrugated  gatvanized  slieet  Iron ;  ceresin  wax,  camouba 
wax,  and  other  waxes  used  by  makers  of  polishes;  vegetable  parchment 
paper,  cut  to  20  Inches  by  30  inches ;  dyes ;  nails ;  diamon<l,  rose,  and  flat- 
head  wire  nails;  plain  and  barbed  fencing  wire,  all  gauges  and  staples; 
sheet  glass  and  glas.s\vare,  esi>ei!ially  tumhlors  and  beer  bottles;  basic  slag, 
packed  in  bags  not  to  excee<l  200  pounds  In  weight;  enamel  and  aluminum 
kitchen  utensils;  and  sawn  and  bulk  pine  and  redwood  timber.  The  firm 
states  that  it  will  do  business  on  the  basis  of  cash  against  documents  In 
New  Zealand,  but  prefers  30  days'  acceptance.  Catalogues,  prices,  samples, 
etc.,  should  be  sent  immediately. 

Plant  for  utilization  of  waste  material,  No.  18799. — ^The  Buroau  Is  In  receipt  of 
a  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  Costa  Rica  stating  that  a 
man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
of  apparatuses  as  used  in  plants  for  the  manufacture  of  animal  charcoal 
and  oil. 

Destructor  plant.  No.  18800. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England,  quoting 
from  an  English  Journal,  states  that  the  British  Trade  Commissioner  for 
Australia  reports  that  tenders  are  invited  by  the  Hawthorn,  Malvern,  Cam- 
berwell,  and  Kew  Destructor  Trust  for  the  supply,  delivery,  nnd  erection 
in  Hawthorn,  Victoria,  of  a  complete  destructor  plant.  Copies  of  the  specifl- 
catlons,  conditions  of  contract,  and  form  of  tender,  together  with  plans  of 
the  site,  may  be  obtained  from  the  offices  of  the  trust,  Town  Hall,  Haw- 
thorn, Victoria,  at  which  address  also  sealed  tenders,  on  the  proper  forms, 
will  be  received  up  to  November  30.  A  cash  deposit  equal  to  1  per  cent  of 
value  of  the  offer,  or  a  marked  check,  must  accompany  each  tender. 
Local  rqtresaitatlon  Is  necessary.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  informatioa 
zdative  to  this  opportunity. 
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SUCCESS  OF  GEBKAK  ELECTRIC  COHFANY  IN  SFAHT. 

[CoDBVl  WUbur  T.  Qiacey,  Serille,  S^t.  11.] 

Information  has  just  been  published  of  the  successful  year's  work  of 
the  Compania  Sevillana  de  Electricidad,  of  Seville,  the  receipts  dur- 
ing 1914  having  been  2,267,430  pesetas  (peseta=$0.193)  against 
2,077,110  in  the  preceding  year.  The  net  profits  for  1914  were  980,336 
pesetas  against  886,660  pesetas  in  1913,  and  of  the  former  amount 
47,968  pesetas  was  added  to  the  reserve,  384,000  pesetas  paid  in  divi- 
dends, and  350,000  pesetas  set  aside  for  amortization  of  bonds. 

Since  1911  the  company  has  paid  dividends  of  8  per  cent  annually, 
established  a  reserve  of  405,480  pesetas,  paid  3,348,020  pesetas  for 
amortization  of  bonds,  and  now  has  a  capital  of  12,800,000  pesetas. 
The  company  manufactures  its  own  electricity  in  Seville,  and  has 
also  made  arrangements  with  the  hydroelectric  company  which  takes 
its  power  from  the  Guadiaro  to  have  the  exclusive  right  to  sell  its 
power  in  this  city. 

A  competing  electric  company,  called  Catalana  de  Gas  y  Elec- 
tricidad, S.  A.,  started  business  during  1914,  and  is  also  having  some 
considerable  success,  but  this  does  not  appear  to  have  materially  af- 
fected the  receipts  of  the  older  German  company.  The  new  company 
is  financed  by  Spanish  and  British  interests. 


nrcBEASED  on.  fboductiob  is  bodkania. 

ICommcrcioI  Attache  C,  W.  A.  Ve<lltz,  American  Embass;,  Paris,  Sept.  11.] 

It  is  reported  from  Bucharest  that  the  total  production  of  petro- 
leum in  Roumania  during  the  first  half  of  1915  amounted  to  906,472 
tons,  as  compared  with  878,516  tons  for  the  first  half  of  1914.  Of 
the  total  for  the  first  half  of  1915,  the  district  of  Prahova  con- 
tributed 87.79  per  cent,  Dombovida  5.77  per  cent,  and  Buzare  4.83 
per  cent. 

[StnteiuentH  regnrding  RouDinnlan  oil  production  were  publiabed  In  Con- 
MEKCE  ItEPOKTS  for  May  23  aud  July  7,  1915.J 


BANANAS  GIVE  WAY  TO  SUGAB. 

[Vice  C<msDl  Edward  L.  Lowe.  Puerto  Plata,  DomlDlcan  Republic,  Sept  25.] 

During  the  early  part  of  the  pi-esent  month  the  plantation  company 
operating  a  banana  plantation  at  Sosua,  Puerto  Plata,  suspended 
business  entirely  and  discharged  all  employees.  Resumption  of  oper- 
ations does  not  appear  probable.  The  last  shipment  of  bananas  was 
made  on  July  31,  1915.  It  is  said  that  machinery  for  making  sugar 
will  soon  be  erected  on  the  same  plantation.  Tne  closing  down  of 
this  plantation  has  been  very  much  felt,  as  several  hundi-cd  laborers 
are  now  without  work. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Room  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Tliird  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta, 521  FostOflUce  Building;  New  Orleans.  1020  Hibernia  Bank  Building;  Saa 
Tianeisco,  306  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
fttive  liranch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Xos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Commeree; 
Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeree. 
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SPANISH  VESSEl  XAUNCHED. 

[Conau!  Wilbur  T.  Graeey,  Serllle,  Sept.  7.] 

The  Santa  Isabel,  the  first  of  the  10  steamers  that  are  being  built 
for  the  Conipania  Transatlantica  by  the  Sociedad  Espanola  de  Cen- 

struceiones  Navales  de  Cadiz  [see  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports 
for  Dec.  8,  1914],  was  launched  at  Cadiz  a  few  days  ago  and  will 
soon  be  put  in  service  on  the  run  from  Spain  to  Fernando  Po.  It 
is  constructed  of  steel,  with  twin  screws  and  turbine  engines,  and  will 
make  12  to  14  knots  an  hour.  Accommodations  for  first  and  second 
class  passengers  are  provided,  as  well  as  space  for  emigrants.  The 
vessel's  equipment  is  thoroughly  modern  throughout. 

Immediately  the  Santa  Isabel  was  launched  the  keel  for  the  suc- 
ceeding vessel  (which  is  to  be  called  the  San  Carlos)  was  laid  down. 


GOVlllITHENT  EXHIBIT  AT  UAXKE  FISH  FAIB. 

In  connection  with  the  fish  fair  to  be  held  at  Eastport,  Me.,  on 
October  22  and  23,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  display  of 
some  characteristic  charts  and  other  publications  of  the  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey,  and  also  a  selection  of  publications  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Serv- 
ice, the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses,  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  and  the 
Division  of  Publications.  Mr.  E.  B.  Latham,  of  the  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey,  will  hare  charge  of  this  exhibit. 


CONTBACT  FOB  HATEBIAI  AT  NAVASSA  UCIHT  STATION. 

A  contract  for  furnishing  the  metal  work  and  lantern  glass  for 
Navassa  Island  Light  Station,  West  Indies,  in  the  sum  of  $12,078, 
has  been  awarded  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  to  the  Chamijion 
Iron  Co.,  Kenton,  Ohio.  The  contract  calls  for  the  completion  of 
tile  work  within  eight  months  from  October  14, 1915. 
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couuEBCE  OF  TsmaiAU  DtmxNa  n&ST  3bcalf  tear. 

ICongul  WUIys  R.  Peck.  Tslngtan,  China,  Sept  0.1 

The  normal  trade  passing  through  Tsingtau  may  be  said  to  have 
stopped  on  August  1,  1014.  On  November  7,  1914,  the  port  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Japanef^e  forces,  and  on  December  28,  1914,  it  "was  again 
opened  to  trade.  Japanese  steamship  connection  with  Japanese, 
Chinese,  and  Korean  ports  was  resumed  at  once,  and  with  greater 
tonnage  than  l^efore  the  war.  While  only  264  Japanese  vessels  entered 
and  cleared  from  Tsingtau  during  the  first  half  of  1914,  during 
the  first  quarter  of  1915  alone  there  were  '284  and  during  the  second 
quarter  237.  Ships  of  other  nationalities  were  not  permitted  to  enter 
the  port,  except  those  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  latter  were  limited  to 
one  vessel  per  week,  41  arrivals  and  clearances  being  recorded  by 
the  harbor  authorities  during  the  half  year,  in  place  of  246  during 
the  first  half  of  1914.  The  tonnage  of  all  nationalities  for  the  hair 
year  was  48  per  cent  of  that  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 

The  S^ntnnff  Hallway— SMpplng. 

The  necessary  coniplement  of  steamships  in  the  commerce  of  the 
port,  the  Shantung  Railway,  was  in  bad  shape  when  the  Japanese 
took  it  over,  having  been  seriously  damaged  by  floods  and  other 
causes.  During  the  first  three  months  it  was  run  by  the  army,  al- 
though undertaking  freight  and  passenger  traffic  after  a  fashion.  On 
April  1  a  civilian  staff  took  charge,  and  during  the  second  quarter 
it  can  not  be  considered  to  have  interposed  any  considerable  ODstade 
to  trade  with  the  interior. 

The  ordinary  facilities  of  commerce  were  therefore  available  dur- 
ing the  period  in  question.  The  activities  of  German  firms  ceased 
by  reason  of  the  war,  and  European  competition  was  limited,  practi- 
cally speaking,;  to  three  British  firms. 

In  comparisons  with  preceding  years  1914  has  had  to  be  disre- 
gard^ owing  to  incomplete  customs  returns.  By  "preceding 
average"  and  similar  terms,  therefore,  reference  is  herein  made  to 
the  years  1910-1913. 

With  shipping  registering  a  tonnage  not  quite  one-half  that 
recorded  during  the  corresponding  jieriod  of  last  year,  it  is  easy  to 
believe  that  steamship  companies  suffered  loss  in  operation,  imports 
being  only  17  per  cent  and  34  per  cent  of  previous  avera^  in  the 
first  and  second  quarters,  respectively,  and  exports  12  per  cent  and 
15  per  cent.  The  loss  was  partially  made  up  by  passenger  traffic — 
an  mfiux  of  12,000  Japanese  in  the  first  three  months  being  estimated, 
with  consequent  comings  and  goings — and  by  Government  patron- 
age and  subsidy.  Because  of  the  abundance  of  tonnage  for  require- 
ments, there  was,  so  far  as  known,  no  strenuous  objection  on  the 
part  of  shipowners  to  the  sliipping  restrictions  already  referred  to. 

Exports  and  Imports. 

The  following  table  indicates  what  percentages  of  previous  aver- 
ages were  attained  in  the  exportation  of  various  articles  in  the  first 
and  second  quarters  of  1915 : 


Digitized  by  Google 


COMMBBCE  BEPOBTS. 


243 

1 


Attktoa. 

First 
quarter. 

Second 

Artldcs. 

QUftrtcr 

Stcond 
qnvter. 

Pmentage. 

Pereentiue, 
222 

Ptrcentage. 

5 

PercerUage. 

72 
13 
4 
33 

121,671 
155 
3 
35 
084 

11 

3 
41 
61 

CUtle  

ii 

96 
40 

Beef  

33 

Feanuts 

>  I 

3 

f  61 
i  58 
28 

Walnuts.  

Fongoe  

Note.— The  lack  of  c?rtaJn  slatlsticj  during  the  first  quarter  Is  partly  due  to  the  toct  that  tlie  customs 
did  not  keep  separate  records  of  some  articles  during  that  quarter. 


Sereral  of  the  items  listed  above  attract  special  attention.  The 
increased  exportation  of  salt  was  due  to  the  dumping  on  the  market 
of  large  accumulations  that  had  come  into  the  custody  of  the  Jap- 
anese military  authorities  and  were  sold  by  auction  as  perishable 
cargo.  The  increase  in  the  exportation  of  cereals  appears  fabulous, 
but  is  readily  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  exportation  of  "  rice 
and  other  ^-ain  "  is  prohibited  by  Chinese  laws  and  foreign  treaties. 

The  majority  of  the  articles  enumerated  made  up  the  bulk  of  the 
declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  this  port  in  past  years, 
the  total  of  such  declared  exports  in  1913  amounting  to  $996,126  and 
in  1914  to  $761,799.  In  the  present  year  there  have  been  less  than 
half  a  dozen  invoices  presented  to  the  consulate. 

The  following  table  indicates  what  percentages  of  previous  aver- 
ages were  attained  in  the  importation  of  various  articles  in  the  first 
and  second  quarters  of  1915 : 


Articles. 

First 
quarter. 

Second 
quarter. 

Artldes. 

First 
autrt«r. 

Second 
quarts.. 

Ptnmlage. 

Perantage. 

84 
«i 
67 

f  174 

I  33 
638 

Percentage. 
16 

Percentage. 

2 

oa 

C7 
42 
24 

34 

Fbmn 

[  " 

28 
71 
23 
41 
161 

Tobacco  (c]sBrettes,etc.). 

It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  two  tables  given  above  include 
all  the  exported  and  imported  articles.  On  the  other  hand,  one- 
quarter  of  the  imports  in  the  first  quarter  are  grouped  in  the  customs 
returns  under  the  heading  "unclassed"  or  similarly,  which  fact, 
combined  with  inaccuracy  in  the  returns,  makes  accurate  deductions 
impossible. 

The  Trade  of  Japan. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that  in  1913  the  average  quarterly 
direct  import  from  Japan  was  valued  at  $1,515,845,  or  only  14  per 
cent  less  than  the  total  import  tradejnative  and  fore^,  during  the 
second  quarter  of  the  present  year.  With  only  three  European  firms 
opei^ting  in  Tsingtau  and  all  but  an  insignificant  portion  of  the 
steamship  lines  Japanese,  the  great  bulk  of  the  imports  have  likewise 
been  Japanese,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  this  trade  has  almost  reached 
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its  former  proportions.  That  Japanese  imports  haTe  not  expanded 
so  as  to  absorb  the  portions  formerly  American  and  European  is  due 
to  a  variety  of  causes — jMirtly  to  the  unsettled  conditions  in  Tangtau 
arising  from  the  war  lost  nutumn,  and  partly  to  the  short  length  of 
time  most  of  the  Japanese  firms  have  been  located  here,  but  more 
especially  to  the  political  negotiations  carried  on  between  China 
and  Japan  in  the  spring.  According  to  a  statement  made  by  the 
Peking  correspondent  of  the  London  Times,  Japan's  export  trade 
to  the  whole  of  China  decreased  33  per  cent,  or  about  $15,000,000,  in 
the  first  six  months  of  1915. 

The  customs  administration  under  the  military  administration  has 
paid  special  attention  to  articles  of  Japanese  origin,  and  the  articles 
enumerated  in  the  two  tables  given  come  for  the  most  part  under  that 
category.  In  the  firet  quarter  a  large  importation  of  tobacco,  ciga- 
rettes, etc.,  is  to  be  seen.  The  rivalry  that  has  existed  for  some  years 
with  special  ^rength  in  Manchuria  has  now  begun  in  Shantung 
between  the  goods  of  the  British- American  Tobacco  Co.  and  those 
of  the  Toa  Co.,  and  the  streets  of  Tsingtau  are  enlivened  by  numbers  of 
small  boys  clad  in  the  rival  imiforms  crying  their  respective  wares. 

Opportnaity  f  oi  Americans. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  no  one  article  of  those  listed  among  the 
imports  fell  to  so  low  a  percentage  in  either  quarter  as  did  the  total 
import  trade — that  is,  17  per  cent  and  34  per  cent  of  previous  aver* 
ages  in  the  respective  quarters.  There  are  only  two  exceptions  to 
this  statement :  Kerosene,  in  which  Japan  does  not  play  an  important 
jjnrt^  and  sugar,  in  which,  likewise,  she  has  hitherto  played  a  sub- 
ordlnate  role.  It  is  evident  that  the  great  decrease  has  occurred  in 
those  articles  customarily  imported  from  Europe  and  America,  and 
these  fields  are  open  to  American  exporters.  These  would  include 
such  articles  as  varieties  of  cotton  goods,  metals  (especially  old  iron, 
for  which  there  is  a  demand  at  present),  dyes,  colors  and  paints, 
electrical  materials  and  appliances,  Hour,  window  glass,  lamps,  etc. 

Among  the  three  European  firms  mentioned  above  there  were  not 
included  three  firms  engaged  in  marketing  kerosene,  sewing  machines, 
and  cigarettes.  As  there  is  no  American  concern  in  Tsingtau  doing 
a  general  business,  American  goods  must  be  marketed  by  merchants 
of  other  nationalities.  This  is  unfortunate,  since  it  leaves  untouched 
something  that  might  be  turned  into  a  commercial  asset,  inconsider- 
able though  it  might  be— namely,  the  friendliness  and  confidence 
with  which  Chinese  merchants  seem  predisposed  to  regard  Ameri- 
cans. In  China  sentiment  has  been  loiown  to  transmute  itself  into 
a  commercial  factor  of  considerable  importance.  In  a  recent  con- 
versation a  prominent  Chinese  merchant  inquired  of  the  writer  why 
no  American  concern  doing  a  general  import  and  export  business  was 
located  in  Tsingtau,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  one  might  come. 
In  this  connection  it  is  pertinent  to  remark  that  in  1913  Tsingtau 
ranked  sixth  among  the  48  ports  of  China  in  respect  to  total  volume 
of  trade,  its  entire  trade  in  that  year  amounting  to  $43,193,282. 


Six  merchant  ships,  aggregating  20,000  tons,  were  launched  on 
the  Clyde  during  September,  the  mne  months'  total  reaching  190,000 
tons. 
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OBBEBS  TO  SHIFIUSTEBS  TO  COVEB  HATCHES. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervising  Inspectors, 
Steamboat-Inspection  Service,  at  a  meeting  held  on  October  9,  1915, 
amended  the  general  rules  and  regulations,  ocean  and  coastwise,  and 
for  lakes,  bays,  and  soimds,  relative  to  the  covei-ing  of  hatches.  The 
amendments  were  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  on 
October  12,  1915,  and  now  have  the  force  of  law.  The  rule  for 
ocean  and  coastwise  vessels  has  been  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

It  abaU  be  the  duty  of  the  master  of  any  Tessel  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Stefiinboat-Inq)ectlon  Service  to  aaanre  himself,  before  proceeding  to  sea,  that 
all  the  cargo  hatches  of  his  vessel  are  properly  covered  and  tlie  covers  secured. 
The  covers  of  all  expwed  hatches  shall  be  made  water-tight  by  the  use  of 
pliable  gaskets  or  by  heavy  canvas  tarpaulins,  thoroughly  covering  the  hatch 
cover  and  firmly  secured  by  Iron  or  steel  bars  extending  from  side  to  side 
or  end  to  end  of  the  hatchway,  which  bars  shall  be  securely  fastened  by  tog- 
gles or  wedges  made  of  hardwood  or  by.  the  use  of  efficient  screw  fastenings. 
Failure  by  the  master  of  any  vessel  to  observe  this  regulation  shall  be  suffi< 
clent  cause  for  suspension  or  revocation  of  his  license  on  a  charge  of  inatten- 
tion to  his  duty. 

The  rule  for  vessels  navigating  lakes,  bays,  and  sounds  has  been 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

It  shall  be  duty  of  the  nuister  of  any  vessel  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Steamboat-Inspection  Service,  and  which.  Is  carrying  cargo,  to  assure  himself 
before  leaving  port  that  all  the  cargo  hatches  of  his  vessel  are  properly  covered 
and  the  covers  secured.  The  covers  of  all  e^rposed  cargo  hatches  shall  be  made 
water-tight  by  the  use  of  pliable  gaskets,  or  by  heavy  canvas  tarpaulins,  thor- 
oughly covering  the  hatch  cover  and  firmly  secured  by  iron  or  steel  bars  ex- 
tending from  ,  side  to  side  or  end  to  end  of  hatchway,  which  bars  shall  be 
fastened  by  todies  or  wedges  of  hardwood  or  by  the  use  of  efflcleut  screw 
fastenings.  Failure  by  the  master  of  any  vessel  to  observe  this  regulattoii. 
shall  be  sufllf^ent  cause  for  the  suspension  or  revocation  of  his  license  on  a 
dutrge  of  inattention  to  his  duty.  '  ' 


CANABY  ONIONS  AND  ONION  SEES. 

[Consul  George  K.  StUes,  Tencriffe,  Canary  Islands,  Sept.  4.1 

The  1916  export  season  for  Canary  Island  onions  and  onion  seed 
closed,  so  far  as  shipments  to  the  United  States  are  concerned,  on 
August  28,  showing  a  small  reduction  from  last  year's  figures  in  the 
quantities  of  seed  exported.  However,  a  slight  increase  in  prices  has 
made  the  values  approximately  the  same,  so  that  shippers  and  grow- 
ers are  well  satisfied  with  the  general  results.  Onions  for  Porto 
Eico  made  a  decided  gain. 

As  declared  at  the  Teneriffe  consulate,  the  value  of  the  onion  seed 
exported  to  the  United  States  in  1915  was  $40,828,  against  $43,293 
in  1914;  to  Porto  Kico  $973,  against  $2,548;  or  a  total  of  $41,801, 
against  $45,841.  Onion  shipments  to  Porto  Kico  (there  being  none 
to  the  United  States)  were  valued  at  $13,435,  as  compared  with 
$7,963  last  year,  this  gain  being  sufficient  to  offset  the  loss  on  the  seed 
exports  and  leave  a  Mvorable  oalance  of  $1,432  for  the  present  year. 

The  question  of  securing  the  necessary  bottoms  for  shipments  to  the 
United  States  turned  out  to  be  (as  was  forecast  in  Commerce  Rb- 
POBTS  for  July  26)  the  most  serious  problem  of  the  1915  crop. 
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TARIFF  I3JVESTIGATI0NS  IS  AUSTEALIA. 

The  results  of  the  tariff  invcstigration  carried  on  by  the  Interstate 
CommiKflion  of  Australia  in  acf^oidance  with  the  request  addressed 
to  the  commission  by  the  Executive  (xovernment  under  date  of  Septem- 
XiQV  8,  1913,  are  embodied  in  a  nimiber  of  reports  covering  the  various 
industries  investigated.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  Australian 
market  to  tlie  American  export  trade  the  documents  desei*ve  the 
careful  consideration  of  American  mniiufocturers  and  exporters 
interested  in  the  Australian  market,  as  they  represent  a  more  or  less 
detailed  study  of  the  industrial  conditions  of  the  country  and  reflect 
the  attitu(]e  of  the  Australian  manufacturers  and  labor  organizations 
on  the  taritf  question. 

The  large  number  of  applications  received  by  the  Commission 
made  it  necessary  to  extend  the  investigation  so  as  to  cover  prac- 
tically the  entire  tariff,  although  the  request  from  the  Government 
referred  only  to  industries  "  in  urgent  need  of  tariff  assistance  "  and 
"anomalies  in  the  existing  tariff  acts."  No  attempt  was  made  to 
investigate  means  for  the  lessening  of  the  cost  of  living,  another 
subject  included  by  the  Government  in  its  request  to  the  Commis- 
sion. The  investigation  of  the  sugar  industry  was  considered  un- 
necessary on  account  of  tlie  effect  of  the  war  on  the  European  sugar 
industry  and  the  expected  shortage  of  sugar  in  Australia.  The 
investigation  was  conducted  on  the  basis  oi  the  normal  industrial 
conditions  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

In  the  course  of  its  investigation  the  Commission  visited  alto- 
gether 120  industrial  establishments.  It  is  pointed  out  by  the  Com- 
ihission  in  its  general  report  that  while  there  are  found  in  Australia 
n;iany  industrial  establishments  managed  with  a  view  to  efficiency 
ixfid  the  comfprt  of  tUe  employees,  insufficient  attention  is  given  to 
cost  accounting  and  the  methods  of  foreign  competitors.  It  was  also 
found  that  in  many  cases  the  tariff  failed  to  "  stimulate  progressire 
methods  and  economical  management." 
Pro^ss  of  Kanufactnrlii^  Industries. 

The  following  table,  from  the  chapter  in  the  general  report  of  the 
Interstate  Commission  dealing  with  tlie  industrial  progress  of 
Australia  during  the  quinquennial  period  of  1908-1913,  is  of  interest 
in  connection  with  the  tariff  situation  in  that  country.  It  is  pointed 
out  in  the  report  that,  in  considering  the  comparative  figures  for  the 
value  of  the  output,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  world-wide 
rise  in  prices  which  has  taken  place  during  the  period  under 
consideration. 


Numbn*  o(  factories  

Value  of  output  

Raw  materials,  wsRes.  tutl,  and  light 

Value  of  raw  material  used  

Value  addcnl  bytnanufoclure  

Tnlal  salaries  niij  wn^t^  

Fuel  nudlifiltt  

AvprBRB  wagps  ppT  empioyeo  

Value  of  lar.d  and  buildlnis  

Value  of  plant  and  mnchlDery  , 

Number  of  malei-mplovceR  

Number  ot  female  employed  


U13 


$786. 

S317, 

lis, 

*1T9, 

em, 


15.538 
J35,«3 
4>2,S54 
1CC,9R7 
ft:f-.467 
544,022 
771, £15 

rnp.  m 

441,093 

3i0,m 

8^994 


1M8 


12,S.'!3 
M^4.360,!)fO 
S4(H,0n,0S3 
«2W,fio0.2K7 
$1S7,710,S;0 
Wf.,7r)7,272 
110, £93, 767 
T3S4. 13 
S1S9,731,1I3 
»X,  177,459 
190.5.S5 


Actuftl  In- 
crease 


1301,874,:^ 
1244,471.771 
S172,SIB,700 
1129, 3S7,  SOS 
SM,  770, 750 
»&,l7ti,078 
1112.67 
149,709,979 
$55, 133,527 
63,SS3 
M,0S5 


Percent. 
tgbta- 


20.91 
63LB 

eo.6l 

58.15 
68.91 
09.01 
48.88 
K.» 
38.32 
43.  S9 
33.35 
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Comparison  Between  Imports  and  Domestic  Frodnotion. 

In  comparing  the  figures  for  imports  and  domestic  output  for  the 
period  of  1908-1913,  it  is  found  that  the  value  of  the  dutiable  imports 
with  the  duty  added  has  increased  51.2  per  cent,  the  free  imports  70.8 
per  cent,  and  the  output  of  Australian  factories  62.3  per  cent.  The 
proportion  of  duty-paid  imports  to  the  value  of  domestic  products 
has  decreased  during  the  same  period  from  38,2  per  cent  to  35.6  per 
cent.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  in  spite  of  the  increase  in  the 
tariff  in  1911,  the  average  ad  valorem  rate  on  dutiable  imports  shows 
a  decrease  fi-om  31.4  per  cent  in  1908  to  28.9  per  cent  in  1913,  which 
may  be  accoiinted  for  by  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  imported 
products  dutiable  at  low  rates  of  duty  in  the  form  of  raw  materials 
for  local  industries. 

Comfiiet  of  Interests  and  Duties  on  Kaw  Mr.te rials. 

One  of  the  problems  confronting  the  commission  is  the  conflict 
between  the  producers  of  manufactured  products,  who  are  primarily 
interested  in  a  supply  of  raw  materials  for  their  industries,  and  the 
domestic  producers  of  such  raw  materials,  who  are  seeking  protection 
for  their  products.  It  is  pointed  out  that  "  when  the  finished  article 
of  one  industry  is  the  necessary  raw  material  of  another,  the  tariff 
encouragement  to  both  industries  may  fail  to  stimulate  development 
in  either  case,"  and  that "  it  may  at  times  be  found  a  distinct  economic 
advantage  to  withdraw  tariff  encouragement  from  certain  subordi- 
nate industries  when  the  effect  of  such  encouragement  is  proved  to  be 
a  hindrance  rather  than  an  aid  to  the  total  of  industrial  development." 
It  is  realized  by  the  commission  that  the  progress  of  the  manu- 
facturing industries  of  Australia  is  more  or  less  retarded  by  the  pro- 
tection extended  to  raw  and  partially  manufactured  materials  and 
machinery  not  produced  and  not  likely  to  be  produced  in  Australia 
on  a  commercial  scale. 

Applications  for  ProhlbitlTe  Duties. 

In  discussing  the  applications  which  have  been  made  by  some 
manufacturers  for  prohibitive  import  duties,  in  order  to  assure  to 
Australian  manufacturers  complete  control  of  the  local  market,  the 
commission  stat^  as  follows : 

Witaisses  have  frequently  admitted  durInK  the  coarae  of  examination  that,  In 
order  to  get  the  local  market,  they  sought  the  absolute  prohibition  of  Importa- 
tion of  all  goods  likely  to  compete  with  tlie  industries  In  which  they  were  in- 
terested. With  nearly  all  Australian  Industries  the  local  market  is  the  Only 
market  the  manufacturers  have  to  depend  upon. 

In  many  such  cases  witnesses  profewjed  to  be  willing  to  enter  Into  a  bond  not 
to  inci-ease  prices  except  on  account  of  n  rise  in  wages  and  raw  material,  and 
offered  to  agree  tliat  such  increase  of  prices  be  entirely  within  the  control  and 
supervision  of  the  commission.  They  contended  that  to  secure  the  local  market 
would  menn  In  many  Instances  a  considerable  reduction  of  overhead  charges  and 
general  expenses  pro  rata  with  the  increased  output,  and  would  thus  tend  to 
reduce  prices  and  turn  what  Is  in  some  cases  now  a  loss  or  a  poor  working 
?esQlt  Into  a  profitable  concern. 

Tariff  legislation  furnishes  no  example  of  a  duty  b^ng  conditioned  by  such 
guaranties  as  those  suggested,  and,  apart  from  the  constitutional  difficulty,  the 
scheme  proposed  may  lead  to  dlfRcultles  in  operation. 

On  the  other  h&ud,  to  grant  prohibitive  duties,  especially  to  iuduRtries  In 
which  only  a  few  large  firms  operate,  without  some  form  of  control  of  prices, 
would  lead  to  certain  combinations  and  a  probable  iiicr^!>se  of  cost  In  price  to 
the  consumer.  Moreover,  to  give  unrestricted  power  to  advance  prices  In  the 
the  absence  of  the  stimulattng  Influence  of  competition  or  some  form  of  control 
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would  also  tend  to  lower  the  standards  of  efficleacy,  while  the  total  exclaakm  at 
new  ideas  «nd  improvements,  to  which  the  whole  Indastrlnl  world  Is  coDtrlbatin^ 
conld  not  poBsibly  act  oth^^ise  than  to  oar  substantial  detriment 

Prohibitive  duties  encourage  monopolies  and  other  combl nations  which  de- 
stroy competition  and  unduly  increase  the  cost  of  living  to  the  advantage  of 
the  factory  proprietors,  but  to  the  detriment  of  the  workers  and  the  (XMnnninlty 
generally. 

There  Is  already  in  Aastralio,  aa  we  have  seen  durit^  the  present  InTeatlga- 
tlon,  a  growth  tst  iMHiopoly  in  various  branches  of  Industry  which,  it  not  sub- 
ject to  supervlaion  and  control,  will  be  att«ided  with  mischief  to  the  general 

weifnre. 

It  Is  worthy  of  attention  whether  some  means  may  not  be  devised  by  which, 
when  the  security  conferred  by  the  policy  of  protection  is  Imprf^riy  used  to 
create  restrictions  on  internal  competition  and  acqnire  excessive  profits  for 
roannfacturers,  there  may  be  a  check  which  will  Insure  a  prompt  and  eflfective 
remedy. 

Future  of  Anstralian  Industries. 

Of  considerable  intei-est  is  the  following  passage  from  the  ireport 
of  the  commission  in  regard  to  the  future  of  AucAralian  industries : 

The  ronatkahle  progress  of  our  mannfactnring  Industries  daring  the  past 
five  years  has  absorbed,  to  a  Iiu^  and,  Indeed,  remarkable  extent,  the  Indostrtal 
.  peculation.  It  ts,  Iwwever,  quite  Impossible  to  anticipate  that  this  progress  may 
long  continue  in  the  same  ratio,  and,  if  a  substantial  impetus  Is  not  given  to 
other  industries,  there  Is  danger  of  a  diminution  of  remuneration  by  reason  of 
the  competition  which  would  follow  a  surplus  of  ovallable  laiwr. 

We  have  in  Australia  a  comparatively  small  and  not  rapidly  increasing  pc^ni- 
latlon,  the  requirements  of  which,  in  manufactured  articles,  we  are  likely  to 
successfully  meet  within  a  reasonably  brief  period  of  time.  The  pt^ulatlon  of 
Australia  during  the  five  years  1908-19J3  Increased  by  15  per  cent.  During  that 
period  the  number  of  persons  enployed  In  our  ftictorles  Increased  by  SO  per 
cent,  and  the  value  of  the  output  of  those  fa(4oi1es  Increased  by  62.32  pn-  cent. 
Whilst  some  allowance  must  be  made  In  regard  to  the  last-mentioned  increase 
for  the  rise  In  the  price  of  commodities,  ttiere  Is  nevertheless  a  very  wide  dis- 
crepancy, satisfactory  from  an  Industrial  point  of  view  In  many  respects  but 
suggestive  of  the  necessity  for  serious  conalderatton  In  looking  to  tte  future 
weifnre  of  the  workers. 

We  can  not  well  anticipate  that  in  the  open  markets  of  the  world  Australia 
may  succes-sfully  compete  with  the  manufactured  products  of  cheap  labor  or 
with  the  manufactured  products  of  those  countries  whose  larger  ptqnilatkHM 
enable  tbem  to  mauufacture  in  quantities  much  larger  and  consequoitly  at  a 
cost  much  less  than  Is  possible  here  under  our  present  conditions.  We  need 
have  no  anxiety  in  r^rd  to  our  export  trade  In  those  natural  products  for 
which  there  is  an  Increasing  world-wide  demand ;  but  there  are  numerous 
articles  of  manufacture  the  market  for  which  is  now  and  la  aR  probiU>Ui^  lit 
the  future  will  be  limited  to  the  confines  of  Australia. 

Improvanents  In  machinery  and  labor-saving  appliances  are  slowly  but  surely 
lessening  the  proportionate  demand  for  workers  In  manufacturing  industries. 
This,  with  a  less  rapid  Industrial  expansion  in  the  future  than  that  which  has 
marked  recent  years,  makes  It  Imperatively  necessary  to  provide  for  the  time 
when  our  manufacturing  iodustrlps  mny  no  longer  be  relied  upon  to  absorb 
the  ordinary  natural  Increase  in  the  ranks  of  the  workers.  Fortunately  Aus- 
tralia offers  the  possibility  of  unlimited  expansion  In  agriculture,  mining,  and 
pastoral  Industries,  for  the  products  of  which  the  world's  demand  Is  practically 
unlimited. 

An  analysis  of  the  fibres  of  the  population  of  Australia  for  1901 
and  1911  ^ows  that  while  the  total  increase  in  the  population  for  the 
decade  was  1S.05  per  cent,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  factory  industries  was  58.44  per  cent,  as  compared  with 
increase  of  only*9.95  in  persons  employed  in  primary  industries,  such 
as  agriculture,  pastoral  industries,  mining,  fisheries,  etc. 

Keports  on  Specific  Industries. 
In  addition  to  the  general  reports  the  commission  is  publishing 
sports  on  specific  industries,  made  up  of  the  hearings  and  the  con- 
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elusions  and  recommendations  of  the  commission.  The  reports  so  far 
received  by  the  Bureau  deal  with  the  following  products:  Fresh 
fruits;  Portland  cement;  pickles;  sauces  and  spices;  socks  and  stock- 
ings; ale  and  beer;  spirits  for  manufacturing  purposes — sulphuric 
ether,  perfumes,  medicines,  etc.;  potable  spirits;  leather;  boots  and 
shoes;  tobacco,  cigars,  and  cigarettes;  corsets;  wool  tops,  woolen 
yam,  and  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  tops  and  textiles  gener- 
ally; soap  and  soap-making  materials;  olive  oil;  hats  and  caps; 
glucose;  women's  and  men's  garments,  piece  goods,  and  curtains; 
hides  and  skins;  wattle  bark;  matches  and  vestas;  shale  oil;  cotton 
growing;  printing  inks  and  printers'  roller  composition;  furniture; 
brasswork ;  stoves,  fuel  and  gas,  and  register  grates,  etc. ;  slate  slabs, 
roofing  slates,  and  roofing  and  other  tiles;  type-printers'  metal; 
horseshoe  nails;  electrotypes,  stereotypes,  and  matrices^  dried  fruits; 
gas  meters :  inks,  stains  and  dressing  for  leather ;  electroplated  ware ; 
locks  and  lock  furniture;  wire  nails  and  barbed  wire;  paints  and 
colors,  varnishes,  and  paint  oils;  vehicles  and  parts,  including  motor 
vehicles;  writing  inks  and  ink  powders;  copper;  enameled  ware  and 
hollow  ware;  brush  ware,  brush  makers'  drafts,  and  brush  makers' 
woodware ;  rubber  goods ;  electrical  machinery  and  electrical  and  gas 
appliances;  manures,  native  sulphur  and  pyrites;  cordage;  motor 
cycles  and  cycle  parts;  iron  and  steel;  tin  ores  and  unrefined  tin; 
leathei^are — harness,  traveling  and  porting  goods,  belting,  etc., 
also  similar  goods  in  canvas  and  fiber;  miscellaneous— butter,  mar- 
garine, and  edible  oils;  grain  and  pulse;  corks  and  cork  manufac- 
tures; weighing  and  testing  machmery;  arrowroot;  dog  biscuits; 
coffee;  preserved  fish;  infants'  and  invalids'  foods;  game  and  eggs; 
isinglass;  jelly  crystals;  lemon  syrup  crystals;  edible  nuts;  onions 
and  potatoes;  metal  polish;  salt;  canary  seed;  seeds  of  plants  for 
green  manures;  tamarinds,  yeast;  badges,  regalias,' and  gold  em- 
Eroideries;  calico  for  the  manufacture  of  biigs  for  the  export  6f 
flour;  carpets,  fioor  cloths,  and  linoleums;  ^wing  cotton — fancy  eot- 
ton  threads,  plain  and  mercerized ;  feathers ;  felt,  roofing  and  damp- 
courses;  saddlers'  felt;  artificial  flowers;  hessians  and  brattice  cloth, 
jute  piece  goods  and  bookbinders'  cloth;  parasols;  down  quilts; 
saddlebags  and  divan  covers;  sails,  tents,  ana  tarpaulins ;  small  shirt 
studs;  and  woven  small  ware. 

All  the  reports  mentioned  above  are  filed  in  the  Bureau  and  will 
be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon  application. 


BEAZniAN  COLD  STORAGE  FOR  AUERICAN  FRT7IT. 

As  a  result  of  information  made  public  through  the  medium  of 
Commerce  Reports  and  special  bulletins  as  to  the  supplies  and  cost 
of  fruit  on  the  Brazilian  markets,  the  Empreza  de  Armazens  Fri- 
gorificos  has  erected  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  a  tnoroughl^  modem  cold- 
storage  warehouse,  and  plans  to  handle,  on  a  commission  basis,  ap- 
ples, pears,  cherries,  plums,  grapes,  and  apricots  from  the  United 
States.  The  companv  has  written  to  the  Bureau  of  Forei^  and 
Domestic  Commerce  for  the  addresses  of  American  firms  inclined  to 
enter  this  business.  Interested  growers  and  shippers  should  com- 
municate with  the  Empreza  de  Armazens  Frigorificos  direct.  Its 
New  York  address  is  26  Broad  Street 
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SAFETY  IN  TRAFFIC  OH  GREAT  LAKES. 

The  following  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  Commerce 
and  the  president  of  the  Lake  Cnrriers'  Association  is  printed  for  the 
information  of  the  public.  To  it  is  added  the  circular  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Steamship  Co.  which  speaks  for  itself.  The  attituue  of  the 
Lake  Carriers'  Association  and  of  the  Pittsburgh  Steamship  Co.  as 
expressed  herein  is  so  commendable  that  it  is  thought  the  public 
should  be  informed  concerning  it. 

OCTOBEE  7, 1915. 

Mt  Deab  Mb.  Livinobtonr: 

Will  you  permit  me  to  Iny  before  you  certain  sngKestlons  on  matters  of  deep 
mutual  coDcem  and  to  ask  that  you  kindly  give  tbeui  tboughtfu]  consideration. 

If  I  am  correctly  iuformed.  pressure  upon  tJie  trunsportatiou  companies  on  the 
Great  Lakes  is  ilkely  to  be  unusually  severe  this  fall,  up  to  the  very  close  of 
navigation.  This  will  arlst>  from  the  need  for  trausportiug  the  largest  iwsslble 
tonnage  of  ore  to  supply  the  active  Iron  and  steel  Industry  through  the  ^viuter. 
and  also  from  the  enormous  crops  of  the  Northwest,  for  the  prompt  handling  of 
which  sufficient  railway  facilities  may  not  always  be  available.  The  situation, 
therefore,  may  call  for  the  fullest  osf  of  all  obtainable  vessels  as  late  in  the 
season  as  practicable. 

Under  these  circumstances  rtsks  may  be  taken  which  would  under  ordinary 
circumstances  be  avoided.  Under  the  pressure  of  supposed  necessity,  canro 
capacity  may  be  taxed  to  the  utmost  and  precautions  may  be  neglected  in  the 
rush  of  work,  which  may  well  mean  the  loss  of  life  and  property  should  a  severe 
stonu  catch  vessels  unexpectedly  during  the  coming  boisterous  weeks.  I  refer, 
of  course,  to  freight  ves^s  only. 

It  Is  not  my  wish  to  criticize  in  advance  or  to  assume  any  purpose  of  neglect. 
In  two  Important  respects,  however,  the  deiiertment  has  no  power  under  the  law 
to  control  dangerous  practices  If  and  wlien  th«y  exist,  and  it  la  concerning  these 
In  particular  that  I  now  appeal  to  you  to  warn  vessel  owners  In  advance  of  the 
danger  that  may  follow  If  these  matters  are  neglected. 

As  regards  the  overloading  of  vessels,  the  power  of  the  department  woidd 
end  when  the  inspector  called  the  attention  of  the  captain  or  other  controlling 
officer  to  the  fact  of  such  overloading.  If,  however,  the  captain  or  owner 
chposes,  the  vessel  may  proceed,  and  the  law  can  not  stop  her.  Tlie  same  Is  true 
as  regards  the  trimming  of  cargoes  and  the  stowing  of  goods.  As  to  both  these 
it  may  be  said  that  the  self-interest  of  owner  and  captain  would  lead  to  taking 
ptooer  care.  Experience,  however,  shows  this  Is  not  always  so.  Many  owners, 
many  captains,  doubtless  the  greater  number  by  far  of  both,  will  take  care  in 
such  matters.  Some  captains,  however,  will  hesitate  to  take  the  care  tliey  wish 
if  they  feel  the  owners  are  pressing  them  for  time  and  cargoes. 

Some  owners  will  take  risks  for  a  great  stake  that  their  own  sober  judgment 
would  not  approve  were  the  reward  for  passing  the  risk  less  visible.  In  both 
cases  the  responsibility  that  exists  toward  the  crew  of  the  vessel  is  overlooked, 
and  I  can  not  too  strongly  urge  on  you  that  this  Is  a  grave  responsibility  which 
can  not  be  set  aside. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  take  such  measures  as  will  In-lng  these  matters 
promptly  and  plainly  to  the  attentlcm  of  the  members  of  your  association,  and 
that  your  great  influence  will  be  thrown  strongly  in  favor  ot  exertional  care  in 
these  directions.  I  beg  to  remain, 
Tours,  vary  truly, 

(Signed)         William  G.  Rbdfield,  ficcretory. 
WiujAu  Livingstone,  Esq., 

Pre»id€Ht  Lake  Carriers'  Assockitu»x,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Lake  Cabbiebs'  Associatiok, 
Detroit^  Mich.,  October  19, 1915, 

M T  Dkab  Hb.  Redfield  : 

The  views  expre-ssed  in  your  letter  of  7th  correspond  exactly  to  my  own 
Ideas,  and  I  heartily  reciprocate  your  views,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  also  that 
I  am  sure  they  are  reciprocated  by  the  whole  of  our  executive  committee. 

Perhaps  one  of  tlie  best  expressions  in  that  line  Is  to  inclose  (which  I  do  here- 
with) a  copy  of  circular  which  Mr.  H,  Ooulby,  president  of  the  Pittsbrnii^ 
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Steamship  Oo.  (the  largest  single  fleet  on  the  lakes,  comprising  over  100 
steamers),  has  sent  out  to  his  masters,  which  you  will  note  reflects  your  views 
Uioroughly  as  to  safety  and  judgment  to  be  used. 

In  this  connection  I  desire  to  call  your  nttentlon  to  one  fact  in  connection 
with  our  lake  navij^ation  which  I  think  will  interest  you  materially,  and  that  is 
this,  that  on  account  of  the  limited  draft  of  water  in  channels  connecting  the 
Great  Laltes,  the  danger  of  ovei'loading  our  modern  Kliiie  is  elinihinted,  and  tlie 
side  hoppers  in  the  modern  ships  makes  them  practically  se)£-trlmmlng. 

It  Is  true,  however,  tlint  we  have  a  minor  percentaj^e  of  our  vessels  that  are 
not  strictly  modern  and  do  not  have  all  these  advantages,  hut  on  the  other  hand, 
th^  do  not  draw  as  much  water  09  the  larger  luoilern  vessels,  carry  smaller 
cargoes,  and  have  all  the  life-saving  appliances  and  aids  to  safety  in  navigation. 
I  think  I  am  Justified,  however,  in  saying  that  at  least  70  per  cent  of  the  vessels 
in  our  association  are  strictly  modern  vessels. 

I  will  surely  be  very  gind  to  cooperate  with  you  in  anything  that  pertains 
to  safety  of  life,  proi)erty,  and  ship.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  we  put  it  on  cold- 
blooded husiness  principles,  it  is  tlie  best  course  to  pursue,  and  yet  we  are  not 
unmindful  of  the  fact  by  any  means  tlint  tliere  Is  something  more  in  this  world 
than  simply  dollars  and  cents,  that  safety  to  life  comes  lirst,  and  that  by  using 
every  possible  aid  for  the  protection  of  life,  we  of  necessity  are  using  every 
possible  aid  for  the  protection  of  vessel  and  proiierty.  With  kind  regards,  I 
remain. 

Truly,  yours, 

(Signed)         W.  LmicGSTONE,  President. 

PiTTSBUBaH  Steaiishit  Compant, 

Office  of  President, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  6,  1915. 

To  our  captains: 

Inclosed  I  hand  you  a  circular  letter  prepared  by  the  Lake  Carriers'  Associa- 
tion concerning  the  new  Seamen's  Law,  which  goes  into  effect  November  4, 
3915.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  add  anything  to  what  has  been  covered  In  the 
circular.  You  must  all  of  you  do  your  utmost  to  comply  with  the  law,  so  as  to 
get  through  the  balance  of  the  season.  After  the  close  of  navigation  I  expect 
to  call  our  captains  and  engineers  into  conference  in  an  endeavor  to  standardize 
our  fleet  and  formulate  such  rules  as  will  enable  us  to  intelligently  carry  out 
the  requirements  of  the  law  as  Interpreted  by  the  local  inspectors.  By  that 
time  we  shall  ati  of  us  have  had  experience  which  will  be  of  great  assistance  to 
us  in  our  meeting. 

Tlie  tail  la  now  here,  bringing  with  It  an  abnormal  freight  condition  on  the 
Lakes.  Grain  rates  are  very  high  and  there  Is  a  very  active  demand  for  ships, 
which  is  an  Incentive  to  everybody  in  the  business  to  get  the  best  possible  dis- 
patch, and  It  is  likely  to  develop  a  tendency  to  take  chances  to  make  time,  and 
I  want  to  warn  you  against  doing  this.  I  appreciate  you  ore  nil  continually 
on  the  alert  and  anxious  to  make  a  good  showing  with  your  ship.  I  want  to 
again  remind  you  that  you  must  not  neglect  any  of  the  rule*?  laid  down  safe- 
guarding the  crew  ond  property  under  your  charge.  When  conditions  are  favor- 
able there  Is  no  economy  in  trying  to  save  fuel  this  time  of  year,  but  I  do  recom- 
mend that  before  leaving  port  and  en  route  at  the  Sault  you  get  the  weather 
forecast  Have  your  hatches  all  properly  secured  before  leaving  i>ort,  and  use 
your  own  best  Judgment  in  navigating  with  the  intention  of  getting  into  port 
safdy,  even  though  by  doing  so  you  may  be  a  little  longer  in  accomplishing  it. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

(Signed)         H.  Covmr,  President. 


(3IBCTJXAS  TO  THE  HEMP  TBABE. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  at  Washington  is  in  receipt  of  a 
cablegi'am  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine  Islands  ad- 
vising that  durii^  September  Philippine  government  fiber  inspectors 
inspected  and  stamped  89,494  bales  abaca  and  3^8  bales  maguey, 
as  follows:  Abaca:  A,  G07;  B,  1,103;  C,  2,371;  D,  4,112;  E,  7,923; 
S-1,  1,793;  S-2,  1,971;  S-3,  794;  F,  10,354;  G,  2,990;  H,  2,015; 
1, 11,860;  J,  13,409;  K,  4,594;  L,  15,743;  M,  6,399;  strings,  etc.,  1,501, 
Ma^ey:  1, 215;  2, 1,794;  8, 1,132;  D,  107. 
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COKICBEOIAL  FAHUBES  DT  AXGEHTIVA. 

[Consul  Geseral  W.  Henrj  Bebwtwn,  BOMMi  Aire*,  Sept.  8.] 

Argentine  commercial  failures  by  months  for  this  year,  compared 
with  corresponding  m<Hiths  of  last  year,  show  an  encouraging  de- 
crease, especially  for  August,  although  the  1914  figures  for  that 
month  included  the  failure  of  the  French  Bank  (Banco  Frances  y 
Bio  de  la  Plata.)  This  bank  has  since  been  reorganized  and  is  a^in 
operating  in  a  normal  way,  paying  off  its  creditors  and  depositors 
in  quartra'ly  quotas. 

Stated  in  American  currency,  the  record  month  by  month  has  been : 


Hoatb. 

1914 

ins 

Assets. 

Ll&blUUa. 

ABSfttS. 

LfftbOiUes. 

r,w,,n2i 

11.  70(1.  s« 

i3.i;'vi.>4s 

lB,"rt.:«l 

vi.\i7.m 
12,  i4i\  m 

10,  '1M),<90 
10,  iVi.-,,  :m 

11,7111.706 

9,  lats 

5,ii,-ii.37 
O.'Jii.'SS 

10,  'J.  730 
8,4U6,U10 

$8,513,231 
8,57s,  801 
8,538,850 
4,371,037 
7,053,567 
7,390,269 
6,808,713 
6,008,848 

i3.>tr>,^ao 

16,a64,88S 

Frets  Conunent  on  Angnit  Betarni. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  figures,  the  comments  of  the 
Buenos  Aires  Herald  on  the  August  showing  are  of  interest : 

There  Is  a  natural  feeling  ot  satisfaction  In  commercial  circles  at  the  dimina- 
ttoD  In  the  return  of  failures  and  settlements  for  August.  Compared  with  this 
lime  lost  year  the  difference  Is  marlted,  liabilities  then  flsurinf;  at  (36,814,875 
against  the  f5.008,84S  of  the  recent  returns;  but  It  ought  not  to  be  foi^^otten 
that  part  of  the  (36,000,000  was  made  up  of  the  liabilities  of  the  French  Bank 
(some  (29,000,000),  bother  with  two  or  three  other  big  flrms  totaling  at  least 
S2,000,000.  Thus  analyzed,  the  Improranait  Is  not  so  great,  but  neverttaden 
the  August  figures  are  the  second  lowest  for  the  current  year. 

Where  the  most  hopefal  signs  are  to  be  fonnd  are  In  the  classified  statooaits 
of  the  various  debtors  whose  affairs  are  awaiting  legal  settlement.  Trade  in 
general,  wholesale  and  retail,  figures  much  lower  down  the  list  than  it  has  done 
for  several  months,  the  chief  proportion  of  the  (5,000,000  aforementioned  being 
chargeable  to  property  owners,  builders,  and  Imkera.  The  iast  item  may  at 
first  appear  strange,  seeing  that  bread  Is  always  in  demand,  but  their  presence 
cn  the  list  for  over  (400,000  may  probably  be  put  down  to  the  adoption  of  the 
"  cash  on  delivery  "  system  by  the  millers  instead  of  the  long  credits  formerly 
granted  to  the  trade. 


COBRECTION  IN  ETTSSIAH  BBVa  FBICES. 

Consul  General  Snodgrass,  at  Moscow,  states  that  in  the  report  on 
pharmaceutical  preparations  in  Russia^  published  in  CoMUEitCE  Re- 
ports for  June  21,  1015,  the  prices  given  were  for  1  kilo  (2.2046 
pounds)  and  not  for  1  pound.  The  correct  prices  are  therefore  as 
follows:  Salicylic  acid,  $9.27  per  kilo  ($4.20  per  pound);  iodine, 
$21.12  per  kilo  ($9.58  per  pound)  on  the  local  market  and  $19.06 
]>er  kilo  ($8.05  per  pound)  in  larger  lots  from  South  America;  mor- 
]>hine,  $257.50  per  kilo  ($116.80  per  pound)  ;  codeine,  $360.50  per  kilo 
($163.52  per  pound). 
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AHALTSIS  OF  ATTOnSI  EXPORT  TRADE. 

Practically  all  important  American  industries  are  now  enjoying 
increased  exports,  according  to  an  analysis  of  August  trade  made  by 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Com- 
merce. Earlier  months  of  the  year  showed  decreased  exports  in  cot- 
ton, lumber,  naval  stores,  electrical  goods,  and  tobacco,  but  those 
articles  have  now  entered  the  list  of  those  showing  increasing  ex- 
ports, which  includes  metal  goods,  chemical,  fertilizers,  fruits,  glass- 
ware, hides  and  skins,  rubber  goods,  leather  manufactures,  musical 
instruments,  oil  cake,  mineral  oil,  cottonseed  oil,  paints  and  var- 
nishes, paper  manufactures,  seeds,  soap,  refined  sugar,  and  foodstuffs 
generally.  Photographic  goods,  unmanufactured  tobacco,  coal,  and 
spirits,  wines,  and  liquors  are  the  only  important  groups  in  which  de- 
creases occurred  in  value  during  August. 

American  exports  for  the  first  eight  months  of  1915  totaled 
$2,1 95,000, (XX),  or  70  per  cent  more  than  for  a  corresponding  period 
of  last  year.  The  acceleration  in  export  movement  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year,  however,  was  sufficient  to  carry  the  August  total  to 
$257,000,000,  or  138  per  cent  more  than  that  for  August,  1914. 

The  following  table  shows  the  leading  articles  and  their  value  ex- 
ported during  August  and  the  ei^t  months  ending  with  August, 
1914  and  1915,  respectively: 


Articles  exported. 

.  Xlgbtiiiaitti  Bidtav 

A«S.£r-- 

1914 

tm 

1914 

Si,3oa,ooo 

^7, (00 

.  $287, 779,000 

27, 432,  coo 

rO',:.(V^,('00 

272,872,000 

10,429,000 

110,241,000 

212, 697,  OW 

9,741,000 

KK  Q7.I.  (flO. 

190,768,000 

S, 989,000 

■l,'..M-i,IIOO 

17,s7W,(O0 

110,050,000 

2,047,000 

i:i,lM-:,ilOO 

2j,  V.ilJiOO 

109,543,000 

7,990,000 

1  l.'iTil.'lOO 

(I'.l'ii.dOO 

93,924,000 

762,000 

■IT.'lOO 

74,843,000 

5, 0^5,000 

7,7M  lOO 

^■>.7i:;,iiOO 

74,345,000 

97,000 

ll'.i.iiOO 

66,934,000 

349,000 

1  ■■  '  -.-..'lOO 

4. 1  li.i'OO 

65,912,000 

2,2fi9,  m) 

.1  ;,'I00 

:ii-.-i^jiOO 

62,496,000 

1, 862,  m 

■  I. -100 

45, 784,000 

Coai  '....T.'.  

7,057,000 

;,'.ioo 

■>■..  l.Ml.iOO 

39,594,000 

4.398.000 

'.,O'-,-,.|00 

i,l,-J7H,lO0 

35,020,000 

1,722,003 

0,^7^,000 

32,966,000 

311,000 

4,561,000 

1,  ■..-.■MOO 

26,603,000 

297,000 

l.O'irt.OiW 

1  00 

22,726,000 

438,000 

3, 03!i,  imo 

■1,  :-i,'00 

21,904,000 

1,030.000 

7, lis, 000 

2,  jx) 

21,177,000 

477,000 

i,firf<,ooo 

10,!*83.000 

19,803,000 

l,S72,0O0 

2,723,000 

12,793,000 

18,892,000 

407,000 

1,787,000 

8,911,000 

18,41S,OO0 

4Sfi,  000 

3,011,000 

699,000 

18,270,000 

Mnles  

2, 5-£j.im 

390,000 

16,750,000 

1,024,000 

1,M8,000 

13,65.'),0)0 

14,977,000 

002,003 

2,  Soo.ono 

7,679.000 

12,950,003 

l,3Sfi,000 

1,917,000 

13,337,000 

13, 7S3,  OOO 

4U2,000 

2,014,000 

7,725,000 

11,595,000 

79,000 

1S2,0C» 

1,205,000 

0,270,000 

The  most  striking  increases  occurred  in  commercial  automobiles, 
cotton  wearing  apparel,  boots  and  shoos,  wire,  firearma  and  explo- 
sives, refined  sugar,  namess  and  saddles,  aeroplanes,  and  woolen  goods. 
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BAFXB  FBOOBESS  OF  THE  FORT  OF  AACH&lfOEL.^ 

[Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  Pctrograd,  Sept,  S.] 

There  has  probably  never  been  a  more  noteworthy  expansion  in 
the  trade  of  any  particular  port  in  such  a  short  time  than  has  oc- 
curred at  Archan{?el  during  the  last  year.  Previous  to  the  war  the 
trade  of  this  port  was  confined  to  comparatively  small  exports  of 
timber,  fish,  furs,  and  other  local  products  of  northern  Russia,  and 
a  relatively  small  return  movement  of  goods  required  for  local  con- 
sumption. Now,  however,  Archangel  is  the  only  port  of  European 
Kussia  open  for  foreign  business  b^r  direct  sea  communication,  and, 
except  Vladivostok,  in  eastern  Siberia,  it  has  no  rival  in  the  Kussinn 
Empire.  From  a  comparatively  unimportant  port  about  a  year  ago, 
dependent  chiefly  upon  its  sawmills  and  fishing  fleet  for  prosperity, 
it  has  suddenly  become  one  of  the  most  important  ports  in  the  world, 
rivaling  even  New  York  in  the  number  and  tonnage  of  ships  arriving 
and  departing  between  about  May  1  and  the  close  of  ice-free  naviga- 
tion. At  the  time  of  my  visit  in  August  about  120  large  steamers 
were  in  port,  and  about  300  had  arrived  since  May.  An  immense 
number  of  boats  and  barges  are  also  engaged  in  river  and  canal  navi- 
gation, many  of  them  carrying  as  much  as  2,000  tons  each ;  these  have 
been  diverted  largely  from  the  lower  Volga  River  traffic. 

The  Dwina  River  at  Archangel  is  1  to  3  miles  wide,  with  a  depth 
of  20  to  40  feet.  The  tide  from  the  White  Sea  amounts  to  about  3 
feet.  At  the  various  piers  and  landing  stages  the  depth  of  water  is 
usually  22  feet  or  more  at  low  tide.  Archangel  is  an  extremely  long 
*  but  narrow  city,  extending  only  a  few  blocks  eastward  from  the*  river, 

but  with  its  suburbs  and  outlying  houses  northward  it  extends  about 
30  miles,  or  almost  to  the  White  Sea.  The  main  street  is  about  C 
miles  long.  For  a  distance  of  nearly  40  miles  south  and  north  of  the 
river  almost  to  the  White  Sea  there  is  now  considerable  shipping. 
In  front  of  the  main  pai-t  of  the  city  there  ai'e  about  35  large  piers,  as 
against  only  3  or  4  a  year  ago.  Over  100  large  warehouses  have  been 
built  within  a  jear.  There  i§  still  an  insufficiency  of  piers  and  ware- 
houses, and  ships  arriving  sometimes  have  to  lie  out  in  the  stream  for 
some  weeks  before  they  can  unload.  One  American  steamer  had  to 
take  five  weeks  to  discharge  all  its  cargo. 
Transportation  to  the  Interior  by  Water  end  Rail. 

Larger  preparations  thim  ever  are  being  planned  to  meet  the 
traffic  for  next  spring,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  facilities  may  then  be 
sufficient  to  take  care,  with  reasonable  promptness,  of  the  enormous 
business  that  has  developed.  If  Archangel  were  free  from  ice  dur- 
ing the  winter  it  would  be  one  of  the  finest  ports  in  the  world,  since 
it  has  60  to  70  miles  of  river  frontage  available  for  ships  drawing  up 
to  23  feet.  Moreover,  through  the  magnificent  system  of  inland  water- 
ways with  whicli  the  Dwina  River  is  connected,  it  is  possible  to  ^ip 
freight  from  Archangel  by  water  to  nearly  all  the  principal  towns 
of  Russia.  During  the  spring,  especially,  when  there  is  high  water 
in  the  rivers  and  canals,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  why  nearly 
all  the  immense  amount  of  freight  arriving  could  not  be  distributed 
through  these  interior  waterways,  except  that  there  is  an  insufficiency 

>A  cablegram  coDtalnlDK  a  resume  of  conditions  at  Arcbangel  was  publisbed  la  Cox- 
liXBCE  ilBi>OBTa  lor  Aug.  28,  1915. 
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of  river  boats  and  bftrges  to-  faaadle  sadi  traffic.  Most  of  tiie  barges 
draw  about  6  feet  of  water  and  carry  500  to  2,000  tws  of  freight. 

The  trip  between  Archanf;el  and  V<^ogda  by  river  steamers  via 
Kotlas  involves  the  navigati<m  of  a  long  roundabout  bend  of  the 
river  and  requiresabout  eight  days  against  the  current  and  four  or  five 
days  with  the  eurrent.  The  congestion  of  cotton  at  Archangel  has 
been  largely  relieved  by  removing  the  cotton  in  river  boats  to 
Vologda,  where  there  is  broad-gauge  railway  communication  with 
Moscow  and  Petr<^ad.  At  preseat,  the  chief  difficulty  in  getting 
the  cottcoi  to  the  mills  in  the  industrial  district  around  Moscow  is 
connected  more  with  the  scarcity  of  railway  cars  at  Vologda  than 
with  obstacles  to  the  shipment  of  cotton  from  Archangel.  S<»ne  of 
the  important  cotton-milling  interests  in  the  Moscow  district  are 
now  planning  to  have  the  cotton  taken  all  the  way  by  water  from 
Archangel  to  Nizhni  Novgorod  on  the  Vol^a  River,  and  thence  by 
rail  to  vie  mills,  the  railroad  between  Nizhm  NoTg(HH>d  and  Moscow 
not  being  so  seriously  conge^d  with  freight  as  are  the  railways 
forming  a  junction  at  Vologda. 

The  freight  rates  for  the  water  and  canal  service  between  Arch- 
angel and  Vologda  have  gone  up  from  35  to  80  kopecks  per  poci 
($9.98  to  $22.82  per  short  ton),  every  class  of  freight  paying  the 
same  rate.  Freight  to  or  from  Siberia  can  be  transferred  at  Kotlas, 
where  ^ere  is  a  railway  line  to  Vyatka  on  the  Northern  Railway, 
which  connects  with  the  Transsiberian  Railway. 

Archangel  is  connected  with  the  west  side  of  the  Dwina  River  by 
ferry.  The  freight  for  the  narrow-gauge  railway  line  to  Vologda 
has  to  be  transferred  to  the  west  side  of  the  river,  as  the  railroad 
terminus  is  on  that  side.  Owing  to  mai-shes  and  low  depth  of  water, 
the  west  side  of  the  river  has  not  been  developed  as  has  the  east  side, 
where  Itvt^e  steamers  caii  come  right  up  to  the  shore. 
The  Zorbor  In  Wtnter^BeUef  «f  Co^itloa  and  ProJeotcA  laipnmawmtt. 

The  river  begips  freezing  in  October,  but  is  expected  to  be  kept 
open  from  Archangel  out  through  the  White  Sea  till  December. 
It  is  the  intention  this  coming  winter  to  maintain  the  present  fort- 
nightly service  of  steamers  by  the  Russian- American  Line  from  Arch- 
angel to  New  York  until  the  end  of  January.  Two  of  the  largest 
ice  breakers  in  the  world  are  now  at  Archangd,  the  Canada  and  the 
Lintrose,  and  it  is  understood  that  several  more  large  ice.brealnrs 
are  being  constructed  in  England  for  use  here  during  the  coming 
winter.  During  the  late  part  of  the  season,  incoming  ships  may  l« 
allowed,  as  they  were  last  year,  to  get  frozen  in,  unloading  their 
cargoes  on  the  ice,  which  is  later  broken  to  release  the  ships. 

There  was  comparatively  little  serious  congestion  at  Archangel  in 
August.  The  rapid  clearing  of  the  situation  there  since  last  spring, 
in  spite  of  the  great  fresh  accumulation  of  goods  hy  large  steamers 
arriving  all  summer,  indicated  tliat  there  had  been  energetic  work 
in  getting  freight  removed  and  that  the  facilities  for  unloading  and 
moving  the  goods  had  much  improved.  Goods  for  the  Government 
are  moved  by  the  narrow-gauge  railway  line  and  to  some  extent  by 
the  river  boats  or  barges.  Nearly  all  goods  consigned  to  private  firms 
are  shipped  by  boats  or  barges,  but  when  in  handy  packages  they 
may  be  accepted  as  baggage  by  the  railway.  The  narrow-gauge  line 
is  being  worked  efficiently  and  is  said  to  be  taking  about  150  carloads 
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of  freight  per  day.  Coastrnotifwoa  tbe  siB^-tr«ck  standard  Rus- 
sian gauge  line  parallel  to  the  pr^ent  narrow<gauge  line  from  Vo- 
logda to  Nyandoma  (about  170  miles  from  Vologda,  or  halfway  to 
Archangel),  has  not  been  accoBiplished  as  rapidly  as  was  expected, 
and  present  indications  are  that  it  will  not  be  completed  until  the 
end  of  October,  instead  of  August  as  was  hoi>ed.  The  completion  of 
tlus  standard-gauge  line  to  Nyandoma  is  expected  to  double  the 
carrying  capacity  of  the  line,  as  the  cars  on  the  narrow-gauge  por- 
iioOj  having  to  traverse  only  half  the  distance  to  Vologda^  could 
double  the  present  number  of  trips.  As  soon  as  traffic  permits  it  is 
intMided  to  widen  the  Vologda-Kyandoma  narrow-gauge  line  and 
eventually  to  have  a  double-track  standard-gauge  line  nil  the  way 
fiom  Archangel  to  Vologda.  Tlie  work  of  substituting  long  sleepers, 
or  ti«,  for  the  present  ^ort  ties  is  now  gradually  proceeding  on  the 
narrow-gauge  part,  preparatory  to  the  later  broadening  of  the  whole 
line. 

K«la  M  Vlmter  fort 

It  is  understood  that  rapid  progress  is  being  made  with  the  con- 
struction  of  a  railway  across  (he  Murman  Peninsula  to  Kola,  in  Lap- 
land,  lying  at  the  head  of  an  estuary  (27  miles  long)  of  the  Arctic 
Ocean,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  railway  will  be  completed  next  Jon- 
nary  or  February,  so  that  Kola  may  succeed  Arehangel  for  winter 
use.   Betwe«i  the  end  of  January  and  May  1  it  will  doubtless  be 
impossible  to  keep  Archangel  open  even  with  powerful  ice  breakers. 
Around  this  part  of  the  Arctic  Ocean  the  Gulf  Stream  finally  dis- 
sipates itself,  creating  sufficient  warmth  to  prevent  the  formation  of 
any  formidable  ice.  The  railway  across  Lapland  is  stated  to  be  of 
ewnr  constructicm,  and  it  is  understood  that  a  large  part  of  the  rails 
Bad  other  equipment  have  already  arrived,  the  largest  orders  haVihg 
been  placed  in  the  United  States.   Considerable  ind^proveiAents 
being  made  around  Kola  to  facilitate  loading  and  unloading:  Some 
of  the  shipping  agents  now  at  Archangd.  are  planning  tg  make  their 
tn^rary  headquarters  there  between  January  and  May.  For  some 
mtuUha  the  Kola  route  will  probably  require  transshipment  of  goods 
on  boats  al<mg  the  west  coast  of  the  White  Sea  to  Kem  or  to  Soroka, 
to  which  towns  an  extension  of  the  new  Petrograd- Petrozavodsk 
railway  line  (now  almost  completed)  will  be  rapidly  pushed  and  will 
probably  be  ready  at  the  same  time  as  the  railway  across  the  Murman 
Poiinsula.  The  use  of  the  White  Sea  for  transfer  of  freight  by  boat 
between  the  two  sections  of  railway  under  construction  will  require 
the  services  of  ice  breakers,  which  will  also  be  cargo  carriers,  during 
the  winter  months ;  but  as  the  ice  along  the  west  coast  is  of  very  light 
formation,  a  comparatively  small  ice  breaker  will  be  rec|uired. 
Ev^tually,  but  not  in  time  for  next  winter,  there  will  be  contmuous 
railway  connection  between  Petrograd  and  Kola.   Since  Archangel 
also  should  by  that  time  have  excellent  railway  service  with  I'etro- 
grad  and  Moscow,  and  since  goods  arriving  or  departing  from  Arch- 
angel would  have  a  considerably  shorter  railway  haul  than  from 
Kola,  as  well  as  the  advantage  of  easy  river  and  canal  communica- 
tion, the  Kola  route*is  not  expected  to  take  the  place  of  Archanjjel, 
except  when  the  latter  port  is  frozen  up.   In  the  summer  time  Kem 
and  Soroka,  as  soon  as  they  have  railway  facilities,  may  assist  in 
reUeving  any  congestion  at  Archangel 
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Vonrardliiff  ^renotei — Condltloat  in  Cotton  Ti»de. 

The  difficulties  during  the  last  year  in  connection  with  American 
trade  witli  Kussia  through  Archangel  have  not  been  entirelj'  due  to 
lack  of  sufficient  transportation  facilities  and  the  overworked  condi- 
tion of  the  narrow-gauge  line  to  Vologda.  One  of  the  chief  embar- 
rassments was  the  result  of  the  small  number  of  competent  and  trust- 
worthy forwarding  and  shipping  agencies  at  Archangel  and  the  fact 
that  the  best  of  these  agencies  have  had  such  an  enormous  amount  of 
business  turned  over  to  them  that  it  was  impossible  to  give  to  each 
shipment  the  time  and  attention  required.  A  list  of  the  best  known 
forwarding  and  steamship  agents  of  Archangel  is  inclosed  [and  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  branch  offices;  refer  to  file  No.  697],  but  it  is  not  intended  to 
vouch  for  the  reliability  of  any  of  the  firms  mentioned.  Kepresen- 
tatives  of  certain  American  firms  in  Russia,  when  expecting  lar^e 
and  important  consignments  of  goods  from  the  United  States  via 
Archangel,  have  found  it  worth  their  while  to  go  personally  to 
Archangel  to  attend  to  the  details  of  forwarding.  The  difficulties 
with  regard  to  Archangel  in  most  cases  can  apparently  be  sur- 
mounted by  earnest  efi'ort,  tact,  and  enterprise  in  making  arrange- 
ments to  have  goods  cleared  and  forwarded. 

There  is  still  a  large  amount  of  various  American  goods,  especially 
cotton,  lying  around  Archangel,  and  the  cotton  may  be  more  or  less 
seriously  damaged  by  exposure  to  weather.  This  cotton,  however, 
does  not  represent  any  American  loss,  as  it  was  all  bought  and  paid 
for  by  the  Russian  importers  whose  business  it  is  to  get  it  to  the 
local  mills  as  soon  as  possible  by  whatever  way  is  most  practicable. 
Since  American  cotton-producing  interests,  however,  are  naturally 
concerned  in  finding  as  large  a  market  as  possible  in  Russia  for 
their  cotton,  and  since  Russian  importation  of  American  cotton 
has  been  greatly  discouraged  by  difficidties  in  the  way  of  shipping 
through  either  Archangel  or  Vladivostok,  it  might  be  worth  the 
■while  of  important  Ajneriean  cotton  powers  and  exporters  to  make 
a  cooperative  arrangement  with  Russian  importers  for  prompt  and 
efficient  forwarding  of  cotton  from  Archangel  to  the  interior,  and 
for  proper  storage  of  the  cotton  during  such  time  as  it  may  be  de- 
layed at  Archangel. 

Aipeeti  of  Aiohaitgel  and  Vladlrottok  Bontm  tta  Cotton. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  if  early  preparations  were  made  for 
shipping  the  new  crop  of  American  cotton  to  reach  Archangel  about 
next  May  and  for  sufficient  barge  space,  possibly  through  purchase 
of  barges,  for  its  transfer  to  the  interior,  Russian  importers,  feeling 
thus  assured  that  they  might  get  the  cotton,  would  import  much  more 
liberally  than  otherwise.  It  was  also  mentioned  that  notwithstand- 
ing some  unfavorable  conditions  at  Archangel  there  is  more  hope 
for  this  route  than  for  Vladivostok,  owing  to  the  excellent  interior 
■Waterway  communications  and  the  much  oieaper  freight  rate  from 
Archangel.  I  was  shown  some  samples  of  American  cotton  at  Mos- 
cow that  had  arrived  via  Vladivostok  and  had  been  seriously  dam- 
aged in  transit  to  Moscow,  owing  probably  to  inexperience  in 
handling  cotton  over  this  route.  For  instance,  much  of  this  cotton 
not  only  was  damaged  by  wet,  but  was  discolored  by  being  pi!ed  up 
with  other  kinds  of  freight,  such  as  coal  and  bricks.   Spedal  en- 
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couragement  has  just  been  given  to  the  Archangel  route  for  import- 
ing cotton  through  the  note  received  by  the  Cotton  Committee  of  the 
Moscow  Exchange  from  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry  to  the 
effect  that  it  is  now  permitted  to  reload  cotton  at  Archangel  direct 
from  ocean  steamers  to  river  boats  according  to  the  weights  men- 
tioned on  the  bills  of  lading,  with  partial  checking  as  to  its  character. 
The  goods  are  handled  less  by  the  new  metlmd,  whicli  also  saves  an 
immense  amount  of  time  and  expense  over  the  previous  method  of 
i-equiriug  that  all  the  cotton  be  unloaded,  measured,  etc.,  before  it 
could  be  cleared  through  the  customhouse. 

Development  of  the  City  of  Archangel. 

Archangel,  owing  to  its  sudden  "  boom,"  presents  some  of  the 
asi)ects  of  towns  in  the  western  part  of  the  United  States,  where 
sudden  excitement  has  resulted  from  the  discovery  of  valuable  min- 
erals. A  great  number  of  houses,  sheds,  shops,  etc.,  have  suddenly 
been  erected  to  accommodate  the  overwhelming  rush  of  business,  and 
especially  to  cater  to  the  wants  of  the  largo  number  of  ships  and 
sailors  now  in  the  harbor.  A  tramway  is  being  constructed  along 
the  main  street  of  the  town,  and  the  local  government  is  shortly  to 
complete  an  electric  light  and  power  plant,  which  will  not  only  fur- 
nish power  for  the  street  railway  but  also  light  the  city.  The  present 
governor  of  Archangel  is  said  to  be  extremely  progressive  and  active 
in  bringing  about  improvements  in  the  city,  and  it  has  been  due 
largely  to  his  efforts  that  the  tremendous  congestion  of  freight  at 
Archangel  last  spring  has  been  so  greatly  relieved.  The  city  has  a 
healthy,  bracing  climate  all  the  year,  but  it  is  very  cold  in  winter. 
From  the  standpoint  of  tourists,  probably  the  most  interesting  fea- 
ture of  Archangel  is  the  attractive  fur  shops,  where  all  kinds  of 
northern  furs  can  be  bought  and  where  the  great  specialty  is  polar- 
bear  skins  from  Nova  Zembla  and  other  near-by  region^  of  the 
Arctic  Ocean.  The  city  has  a  population  of  35,000  to  40,000.  There 
is  hotel  accommodation  for  visitors,  but  it  Can  not  be  called  excellent. 
The  passenger  service  on  the  narrow-gauge  railway'  line  from  Arch- 
angel to  Vologda,  like  the  freight  service,  is  very  limited  and  usually 
overcrowded,  so  that  trips  over  the  line  are  often  delayed  because  of 
lack  of  accommodation.  Along  the  river  front  are  numerous  pros- 
perous sawmills,  which  do  a  big  business  in  cutting  the  timber 
brought  down  the  river  for  exportation  to  England  and  other  coun- 
tries. Just  outside  of  Archangel  is  an  interesting  farm  for  breeding 
black,  white,  and  blue  foxes  for  their  skins. 

The  cost  of  common  labor  at  Archangel  has  gone  up  to  4  rubles 
per  day,  which  at  the  normal  rate  of  exchange  would  represent 
about  $2.  This  is  a  high  rate  of  wages  for  common  labor  in  Russia. 
$h6re  is  considerable  need  here  of  all  kinds  of  labor-saving  devices. 
Foor  floating  cranes,  lifting  200  to  300  tons,  have  lately  been  im- 
fforted,  but  there  is  room  for  a  great  deal  of  improvement  or  exten- 
don  of  tlie  facilities  for  loading  and  unloading  freight. 

Larffe  Wheat  Exports — Shipping  Begulatloa — Tottlgn  Consnlatei. 

Archangel  has  become  one  of  the  most  important  wheat-exporting 
ports  of  the  world ;  apparently  much  of  the  wheat  formerly  expoited 
from  Black  Sea  or  Baltic  ports  is  now  shipped  from  here.  In  August 
it  was  said  that  about  1,000,000  poods  (18,000  short  tons)  was  lying 
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in  port,  while  15,000,000  or  20,000,000  poods^  (270,000  to  360,000 
short  tons)  had  been  shipped  since  May.  A  curious  feature  in 
connection  with  the  shipping  at  Archangel  has  been  that  compara- 
tively small  and  unimportant  cargoes  have  arrived  from  England, 
but  extremely  important  and  full  cargoes,  including  especially 
eggs,  butter,  and  flax,  go  to  England,  while  ships  from  the  United 
States  arrive  with  full  cargoes,  but  return  practically  in  ballast, 
because  most  articles  that  Kussia  ordinarily  exports  to  the  United 
States  are  now  embargoed  from  exportation  except  to  allied  nations. 

Masters  of  ships  entering  port  are  cautioned  that  if  they  bring  any 
good^  even  if  it  is  only  a  book,  without  a  bill  of  lading,  t^ey  should 
declare  it  as  ship's  or  personal  property  brought  for  sale,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  fine  by  the  customhouse. 

Great  Britain,  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Belgium,  and  France 
have  consulates  at  Archangel,  and  Germany  had  one  before  the  war. 
The  United  States  has  no  consular  representative  here.  Matters 
relating  to  American  business  are  referred  to  the  American  consul  at 
Fetrograd. 


SCABCITT  07  JUTE  DT  SWEDEN. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Hartls,  Btockliolm,  Sept  10.] 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  jute  in  Sweden  a  number  of  mills  have 
been  forced  to  close  temporarily.  The  juto  used  in  this  country  is 
all  imported  from  East  India,  and  not  only  is  this  product  entirely 
owned  and  controlled  by  English  dealers  but  the  English  Govern- 
ment is  in  position  to  control  the  trade  routes  over  which  jute  must 
come  in  order  to  reach  Sweden. 

An  export  prohibition  on  jute  has  existed  in  England  practically 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  only  certain  quantities  have  been 
shipped  to  neutral  countries  under  special  licenses.  Swedish  mill 
owners  who  use  ju^  in  any  large  quantities  are  of  the  opinion-,  how- 
ever,  that  the  negotiations  now  bein^  carried  on  in  Stockholm  by 
an  English  and  Swedish  committee  will  result  in  the  permission  for 
jute  to  be  exported  to  Sweden  in  such  quantities  as  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  mills.  It  is,  therefore,  anticipated  that  the  mills 
now  closed  will  shortly  resume  work. 


FUFFBAIIS  AS  FOOB. 

A  con-espondent  for  an  English  ngiicultural  paper  has  the  fol- 
lowing to  say  regarding  puilballs  as  food : 

Just  at  tliis  time  the  Riaut  pufFball  ( Lyropcrdon  gigantciim)  is  at  Its  prime* 
and  offers  many  exct-Uent  and  inexpensive  meals  to  country  dwellers,  but  it 
Is  seldom  indeed  that  its  merits  are  appreciated.  As  I  write,  the  fragments  of 
a  splendid  pufTljall  that  might  have  provid<'d  a  free  moal  for  a  family  He  on 
the  road  outside,  whore  some  one  has  traniplotl  it  under  as  "  rank  p'lseo." 
This  fungus,  If  picked  niicii  It  Is  young  and  white-fleshcd.  Is  perfectly  whole- 
some, and.  If  cut  Into  slices  and  fried,  it  makes  a  delicious  and  satisfying  dlsli. 
Care,  however,  nmst  be  taken  not  to  eat  it  when  the  llesh  shows  a  yellow  tinge. 

■  Owlnff  to  an  orror  in  transmission,  the  cabled  ri'suni6  published  la  COMHEBCE  Bbpobis 
«Uff.  23,  1015,  stated  this  amount  as  20.000,000  ponitdA, 
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StEAKSHIP  SERTICX  VOB  HOBBUE&S. 

[CoBsot  B.  H.  Lawton,  Tcgodgalp*,  Sept  29.] 

It  has  bra  reported  that  the  steamer  service  for  the  west  coast  of 
Central  America  frcHU  San  Francisco,  heretofore  supplied  by  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.,  will  soon  cease.  Such  an  event  will  seri- 
ously hamper  the  trade  of  this  consular  district,  unless  the  service  is 
supplied  by  oUier  lines  maintaining  a  r^ular  schedule.  Two  small 
steamers  belonging  to  the  Salvador  Kailroad  Co.  operate  between 
SaHna  Cruz  and  Panama,  which  also  touch  at  Amapala,  but  these 
could  not  possibly  handle  all  the  freif^t  for  the  southern  port  of 
Honduras.  An  occasional  steamer  of  the  lines  of  W.  B.  Grace  &  Co. 
makes  irregular  connection  with  these  coasts  also. 

Becent  telegrams  from  Salvador  state  that  the  master  of  the 
steam^ip  C<mfomia,  owner  not  stated,  has  signed  a  contract  with 
the  Gautemaia  Government  for  an  American  line  of  steamers  to 
r^fularly  visit  this  coast,  and  hopes  to  make  similar  contracts  with 
other  Central  American  countries. 

The  import  trade  for  the  Pacific  port  of  Amapala  during  the  year 
1914  was  10,877  tons,  an  increase  of  2,756  tons  over  the  previous 
year.  The  ocport  trade  is  not  heavy  and  is  approximately  500  tons. 
As  this  (mnuneroe  is  almost  exclusively  wi^  the  United  States,  it  is 
hoped  that  such  publicity  will  be  given  the  matter  as  to  secure  the 
interest  and  ^vorable  action  of  some  responsible  steamship  com- 
pany. It  is  the  opinion  of  this  consulate  that  the  Honduras  Gov-, 
emment  would  foe  willing  to  grant  at  least  a  modest  subsidy  for  a 
regular  schedule  of  service  wi&  Panama  and  San  Francisca 


SIZ  XOHTHS*  COMHEROE  OF  &AXTOS,  BBAZIL. 

[CoDSal  Cbftrle*  L.  Lstham.  Santoa,  Sept.  6.] 

The  importations  from  foreign  countries  into  the  port  of  Santos 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  amounted  to  $17,154,195  United  States 
currency,  compared  with  $25,907,067  in  the  corresponding  period  of 
1914,  according  to  statistics  compiled  by  the  Agricultural  Department 
of  the  State  ^  Sao  Paulo.  The  exports  for  the  same  period  were 
valued  at  $48,725,855  United  States  currency,  compared  with  $54,- 
624,348  in  the  first  half  of  the  preceding  year. 

Exports  of  coffee  constituted  a  large  portion  of  the  whole,  the 
quantities  for  the  period  under  review  bemg  5,134,896  sacks  in  1915 
and  3,995,219  sacks  in  1914.  The  principal  items  of  export  and 
import,  with  their  values  in  United  States  currency,  were : 


ArUdes. 


1014 


1915 


Art  Idea, 


1914 


1«5 


■xroBxs. 

CoJree  

RVbbtt  

Baa  

Baaaaas  

IVPOKTa. 

Cotton,  raw  and  fabrks. . 
Btfel  and  manufactures . . 

Industrial  machinery  

AcrlculturalaiachlRCTr.. 
VariDvn  mAcblnerr  and 
parts.... „  


154,075,587 
3,3»4 
38,443 
807  1» 


1,3»,229 
2,57S,36S 
375,758 
05,575 

3,679,105 


(47,991,077 
1,895 
14,500 
341.ei7 


6S0,510 
9M,960 
153,730 
13,672 

631,618 


mroBTS— continued. 

Chemical  prodacts  

SkiQ  and  leather  

Spun  Jute  and  bemp — 

Raw  futeand  hemp  

Coal  

Kerosene  

Rkjo  

Dried  codOsh  

Flour  

Wheat  

Wine,  fine  and  common 

Various  (oodstitSs  

Vuptt  and  metal  mon^ 


1649,669 
569,395 
212,183 
391,718 
1,33.'>,9.t8 
261,  r.u 
32,049 
373,594 
555,(170 
3,179,667 
1,808,415 
2,253,647 


S599,705 
516,335 
105,037 
82R.593 
709,754 
389,418 


404,  »9 
285,320 
3,803,463 
1,1}^,«U 
l,542,0i» 
14,8ST 
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THE  BUSSIAH  FUB  MABEET. 

[Consnl  Oenenl  John  H.  Snodgran,  Uorcow,  Ang.  24  and  Sept.  0.] 

According  to  the  industrial  press,  business  is  very  slack  on  the  fur 
market.  The  payment  of  outstanding  debts,  which  is  usual  at  this 
time  of  year,  is  not  observed  at  the  present  time.  The  demand  for 
karakul  for  the  domestic  market  has  gone  down  to  a  minimum. 
Prices  have  lost  their  steadiness,  and  this  fur  sells  at  the  Nizhni  fair 
at  reduced  rates,  but  if  its  exportation  to  the  United  States  is  per- 
mitted there  will  be  an  immediate  recovery. 

At  present  the  large  supplies  of  last  year's  karakul  that  were  in 
the  possession  of  the  banks  ha\'e  been  somewhat  reduced.  In  the 
course  of  the  first  half  of  the  year  there  was  a  steady  demand  on 
the  part  of  speculators,  particularly  for  the  superior  kinds.  The 
speculators,  exi>ecting  that  the  exportation  of  iHirakul  will  sooner 
or  later  be  permitted,  tried  to  purchase  good  skins  at  low  prices,  cal- 
culating that  even  ii  they  remained  in  stock  until  next  year  they 
would  represent  a  good  investment.  The  fur  dealers,  on  their  part, 
assumed  that  on  the  Nizhni  fair  there  would  be  a  demand  for  the 
domestic  market,  and  for  that  reason  willingly  bought  furs  of  good 
quality.  Thus  the  supplies  of  karakul  are  no  longer  accumulated  in 
the  hands  of  a  few.  Jlowever,  this  circumstance  does  not  dispel  the 
apprehensions  of  the  fur  dealers.  It  appears  that  large  purchases  of 
fr^h  skins  have  been  made  in  Bokhara,  where  this  year's  yield  of 
skins  has  been  more  plentiful  than  last  year's,  and  for  this  reason  was 
sold  at  fairly  low  prices  in  spite  of  the  increased  cost  of  forage.  The 
prices  we're  4  to  8  rubles  ($2.06  to  $4.12  at  the  normal  rate  of  $0,515 
to  the  ruble)  for  10  undy^  raw  skins.  Apprehensions  are  being  felt 
as  to  the  possibility  of  marketing  so  large  a  quantity  of  skins  at  the 
Nizhni  fair.  The  domestic  market  is  well  provided  with  this  sort  of 
fur  from  last  year,  and  the  demand  from  the  speculators  has  reached 
its  climax,  and  is  not  likely  to  continue  even  at  low  prices.  The 
question  of  exportation  of  karakul  to  the  United  States  is  still  un- 
settled. 

A  limited  quantity  of  sable  is  observed  at  the  Nizhni  fair,  the 
supplies  having  been  disposed  of  during  the  winter.  There  is  an 
average  demand  for  red  fox,  of  which  the  supplies  are  considerable. 
As  there  are  no  purchasers  from  abroad,  it  will  be  difficult  to  sell. 
There  is  a  fair  demand  for  dyed  hare,  the  price  of  which  averages 
6  to  7  rubles  ($3.09  to  $3.61)  per  dozen  in  Moscow,  and  is  increased 
by  6  per  cent  at  the  fair.  Considerable  quantities  of  raw  squirrel 
are  seen  at  the  fair  in  anticipation  of  a  great  demand.  The  prices 
are  the  some  as  those  of  last  yeai^SS  to  80  rubles  ($12.88  to  $41.20) 
for  dressed  skins.  There  is  also  a  considerable  supply  of  ermine; 
superior  Ishim  skins  are  sold  for  $1.55  each;  Yakutsk  ^ins  at 
$0.90  to  $1.08;  and  Petchora  skins  at  $1.29  each  and  above. 

No  business  was  done  in  marmot,  and  there  is  little  business  in 
lynx  and  other  skins,  which  have  sunk  in  price  by  20  to  25  per  cent 
from  those  of  1914.  A  fair  business  is  expected  in  skunlcs,  of  which 
there  is  but  a  limited  supply  on  the  market  owing  to  the  absence 
of  imports  from  abroad. 
The  Hlzhnl-KoTgorod  Fair. 

An  American  buyer  just  arrived  from  Nizhni-Novgorod  states  that 
\e  skin  and  fur  trade  is  lively  and  prices  in  ^e  main  active,  but  that 
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purchasers  are  awaifirig  definite  instructions  from  the  United  States 
as  to  the  prospect  of  selling  direct.  Calfskins  are  particularly  worthy 
of  consideration ;  for  the  first  time  in  Russia's  history  domestic  tan- 
ners are  endeavoring  to  utilize  them. 

Goods  sent  to  the  fair,  however,  are  coming  in  very  slowly,  owing  to 
detention  during  transit  At  present  a  very  small  quantity  of  furs  is 
on  the  market,  partly  because  the  banks  have  not  sent  any  kai  akul  to 
the  fair.  They  did  not  expect  any  business  of  importance  with  this 
fur,  because  ite  exportation  was  prohibited  before  the  beginning  of 
the  fair.  Even  if  the  banks  give  orders  now  for  the  fur  to  be  sent  to 
the  fair  it  will  be  received  too  late.  Owing  to  the  good  demand  for 
light-quality  karakul  before  the  fair  and  the  lowering  of  prices  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  very  little  karakul  suitable  for  coats  has 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  merchants.  The  larger  part  of  the  stock 
in  Moscow  is  composed  of  heavy  qualities,  most  of  which  is  sold  for 
exportation,  principally  to  America.  For  this  reason  no  furs  from 
Moscow  are  expected  to  arrive  at  the  fair ;  small  quantities  of  kara- 
kul, of  a  quality  suited  for  the  interior  market,  will  be  sold  accordmg 
to  samples. 

Xuaknl  pTodiiotlon  and  Trioei. 

According  to  information  on  hand  at  several  large  firms,  the  last 
season^s  production  of  karakul  was  about  1,300,000  furs,  against 
1,500,000  in  normal  times.  The  reason  for  the  diminution  is  to  be 
foimd  in  the  fact  that  the  farmers,  seeing  the  falling  oS  of  prices, 
did  not  Want  to  force  the  production.  However,  in  spite  of  this 
year's  production  of  karakul  being  somewhat  smaller  than  usual,  the 
aggr^ate  quantity  of  karakul  on  the  market  will  not  be  smaller 
than  formerly,  thsre  being  large  stocks  from  former  seasons,  both 
at  the  places  of  production  and  at  the  fair. 

There  have  not  been  important  transactions'  in  karakul  at  the  fair 
as  yet,  but  they  are  expected  to  occur  if  the  exportation  of  karakul 
to  the  United  States  should  be  permitted.  Small  transactions  have 
already  been  concluded  at  the  fair  at  prices  35  per  cent  above  those 
in  March.  Agents  for  purchasing  karakul  for  the  United  States 
have  arrived.  It  is  bebeved,  however,  that  there  will  not  be  im- 
ortitnt  speculative  purchases  for  America  and  that  the  karakul 
usiness  at  the  fair  will  take  place  without  big  changes  in  prices. 
Hre  prices  for  karakul  will  probably  be  the  same  as  they  were  before 
the  beginning  of  the  war. 

There  are  no  bi^  stocks  of  furs  dyed  abroad,  and  these  goods 
change  hands  at  raised  prices,  which  are  evidently  not  normal. 


comB  PBomrcTioN  on  islahd  of  cypbtts. 

[Consul  Artlmr  Gamis,  Alexandria,  Egypt,  Sept.  10.] 

An  American  copper-mining  syndicate  at  Skouriotissa,  Cyprus, 
has  applied  for  Government  permission  to  lay  a  railway  from  its 
mines  to  the  port  of  Karavostassi  so  as  to  facilitate  the  shipping  of 
ore.  The  total  quantity  extracted  from  these  mines  to  date  aggre- 
gates about  4,000,000  tons.  It  is  believed  that  after  the  proposed 
tunnels  in  the  mines  are  completed  the  daily  output  of  ore  will 
approximate  1,000  tons.  Three  more  American  mining  engineers  will 
Boon  arrive  to  join  the  syndicate's  staff. 
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lyysnra  kahebuis  PBomrcED  nr  ecvasob. 

[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Godlng,  GnajaqnU,  Sept  1.] 

This  report  has  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the 
attention  of  American  manufacturers  of  dye  to  the  products  supplied 
by  Ecuador,  some  of  which  have  been  used  by  dyers  for  many  years. 
A  description  of  the  principal  materials  follows; 
Onhllla,  or  AroUl. 

Orchilla  is  a  lichen  {Roccella  tinctoria  and  R.  fuciformis)  from 
which  the  coloring  substances  archil  and  litmus,  two  coloring  sub- 
stances, are  obtained,  cudbear  being  the  product  of  an  allied  species 
(Lecanora  tartarea).  Other,  names  by  which  these  parmcliaceous 
plants  are  known  are  canary  moss,  cape  weed,  dyer's  moss,  flat  orchil, 
and  Mauritius  weed.  They  are  found  on  the  rocks  near  the  sea  in 
the  Madeira  Islands,  Canary  and  Cape  Verde  Islands,  Kongo,  Sar- 
dinia, Minorca  Islands,  the  Levant,  Sweden,  southern  coast  of  Eng- 
land, Malaga  coast  of  India,  Magdalena  Bay  of  Lower  California, 
and  on  the  trees  on  the  coast  of  Ecuador  and  the  Galapagos  Islands, 
the  plants  from  American  localities  furnishing  a  more  delicate  and 
briluant  color  than  those  from  other  sources. 

The  plant  as  observed  in  Ecuador  is  a  pale  greenish  gray,  made  up 
of  many  flat,  thin  branches  4  to  6  inches  long,  more  than  a  quarter  pf 
an  inch  broad,  and  covered  with  powdery  wtuts  (soredia).  It  grows 
abundantly  on  the  trunks  and  branches  of  all  forest  tre«  on  a  strip 
of  country  2  miles  wide  extending  along  the  coast  from  Santa  Klena 
to  Playas  and  to  a  less  extent  for  some  distance  up  the  Guayas  River. 
It  grows  still  more  abundantly  on  several  of  the  Galapagos  Islands 
some  700  miles  off  the  coast,  but  is  never  found  on  rocle  in  America. 

The  plants  are  free  to  anyone  disposed  to  gather  them,  and  are 
present  in  such  quantities  that  Ecuador  can  furnish  3,000  tons  annu- 
ally. The  trees  are  selected  and  stripped  of  the  lichens,  four  years 
bedjQg  required  to  produce  another  crop.  The  plants  are  pulled  from 
the  bark  by  hand  from  April  to  December,  each  man  collecting  100 
to  200  pounds  daily.  They  are  spread  owt  to  dry  for  a  day  or  two,' 
then  pressed  into  bales  of  550  to  C50  pounds  each,  when  they  are  ready 
for  export. 

The  prices  vary  from  year  to  year.  In  1912  orchilla  sold  f.  o.  b. 
Guayaquil  for  $4:1.55  per  ton;  in  1913,  for  $22.50;  in  1914,  $48;  and 
on  September  2,  1915.  the  price  advanced  to  $73  per  ton.  The  ex- 
porters of  orchilla  are  F.  G.  Monroy,  of  Guayaquil,  and  R.  Bustos 
and  N.  Ochoa,  both  of  Chandin,  Ecuador. 

Achiote,  or  Annatto. 

Achiote,  known  to  the  trade  as  annatto,  roucou,  and  oleana,  is  the 
product  of  the  tree  Bixa  orellaiiaj  wliich  grows  in  the  humid  zones 
of  Ecuador  and  other  tropical  countries  of  America.  It  is  used,  in 
Ecuador  to  form  hedges  and  groves,  one  of  which  contains  upward 
of  10,000  trees.  The  flowers  are  normal  in  sha^e  and  rose-colored. 
The  fruit  is  heart-shaped,  rather  more  than  an  mch  long,  brownish- 
red,  and  covered  with  stiff  thorns,  resembling  a  chestnut  burr.  They 
are  removed  from  the  trees  with  a  machete  and  placed  in  the  sun  to 
dry,  when  they  split  open  yielding  the  seeds.  The  seeds  have  a  thin 
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coating  of  reddiA  waxy  i>iilp,  which  is  separated  by  dtssolTing  in 
watw,  and,  aft^'  s^tling,  is  dried  into  an  unctuous  paste  of  a  dark 
orange-red  color,  called  annatto,  and  rolled  in  leaves  or  formed  into 
cak^  As  found  in  the  markets,  it  contains  rariable  quantities  of 
flour,  chalk,  and  otiier  ingedients  to  give  it  ctmsistency. 

Annatto  is  used  alone  to  color  cottons  bright  orange  and  buff, 
and  imparts  a  flesh  color  to  silks,  although  the  dye  is  not  permanent. 
It  is  employed  principally  for  giving  deeper  shades  to  plain  yellows 
in  silks  and  woolen  and  cotton  cloth.  If  allowed  to  ferment  during 
its  manufacture  a  superior  article  for  dyeing  is  produced  which  has 
a  disagreeable  odor.  Certain  varnishes  and  lacquers  receive  tiieir 
orange  color  from  this  substance.  Annatto,  however,  is  of  most  im- 
portance as  a  coloring  material  for  butter  and  cheese,  being  employed 
for  that  purpose  in  all  dairying  countries.  It  al»)  is  i^ed  by  un« 
principled  persons  to  impart  a  red  color  to  cacao  beans  discolored 
through  want  of  proper  attention. 

Owing  to  the  present  limited  demand,  very  little  achiote  is 
gathered,  but  in  1900  Ecuador  exported  38,120  pounds,  valued  at 
$1,620,  and  can  produce  200,000  pounds  annually — even  more  if  the 
demand  warrants.  The  seeds  are  the  part  exported,  being  shipped 
in  Iwgs  containing  150  pounds.  The  present  price  f.  o.  b.  Guayaquil 
is  2^  cents  per  pound,  with  no  export  duty  imposed.  The  onJy  ex- 
porter of  achiote  is  Miguel  E.  Seminario,  of  Guayaquil,  who  is  the 
owner  of  the  large  grove  mentioned. 
.  other  Plants  Yielding  Byes. 

Cascol  {Parkinsonia  aculeata)  is  the  local  name  of  a  tree  grow- 
ing in  the  coastal  districts  of  Ecuador,  the  pods  of  which  contain 
black  seeds  about  the  size  of  a  pen.  From  the  seeds  is  extracted  a 
strong,  permanent  reddish-brown  dye  much  used  by  the  Indians  and 
in  the  smaller  tanneries  for  coloring  and  tanning  hides  and  skins. 

A  permanent  black  is  obtained  from  the  nut  within  the  alligator 
pear,  called  locally  aguacate  and  avocado  (Persia  •grati8sima)\i 
which  grows  abundantly  in  Ecna4or. 

Chanche  {Ooriaria  thymifolia)  is  a  shrub  whose  berries  yield  a 
verv  ^ood  blacls  dye. 

Anil  {Indigofera  anil)  is  a  very  hardy  shrub  growing  luxuriantly 
in  the  driest  coastal  lands ;  it  yields  the  richest  blue  dye,  much  used 
by  Indians,  but  produces  less  pulp  than  /.  tinctoria  of  India. 

It  has  been  ^ated  that  dragon's  blood  {Croton  sangmfluum)  is 
veiy  plentiful  on  both  slopes  of  the  Andes. 

Tocte  is  the  local  name  of  the  nut  of  the  indiginous  black-walnut 
tree,  which  is  here  called  the  nogdl.  Its  dye  is  similar  to  that  sup- 
plied by  its  American  congener. 

Mangle  {Rhizophora  mangle)  furnishes  the  bark  locally  used 
for  coloring  and  tanning  hides. 

Colcas  is  a  bush  of  the  Andean  plateau  producing  a  yellow  dye, 
and  chilca  is  a  similar  plant  that  colors  brown.  The  following  are 
local  names  of  dye-producing  plants,  further  data  being  unobtain- 
able at  present:  Komerillo,  rubia,  rumibarba,  yuquilla.  and  sani. 

_  [The  name  of  an  agent  supplying  South  American  dyestuif  mate- 
rial may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branches.  Refer  to  File  Ko.  66634.] 


Digitized  by  Google 


266 


COHMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 


GOLD  AHB  OTHES  HIHIHG  DT  SOUTH  APBICA. 

[Consol  B<1w1d  N.  Ciunsaalns,  Jobanneflburg,  TransTaal,  Au^  20.] 

Statistics  contained  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Government  Min- 
ing Engineer  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  1914  just  issued  by 
the  Department  of  Mines  and  Industries  are  eloquent  in  their  por- 
trayal of  the  magnitude  of  the  world's  gi-eatest  gold  industry,  found 
in  the  Transv  aal,  of  which  Johannesburg  is  the  headquarters  and 
dominating  center,  as  it  is  likewise  the  larg^  city  and  the  commer- 
cial, industrial,  and  financial  metropolis  of  the  Union  of  South 
Africa. 

While  the  discovery  of  gold  in  South  Africa  dates  back  to  the 
year  1868,  the  gold  fields  of  the  Transvaal  as  now  developed  and 
known  were  not  really  brought  to  light  until  1884,  since  which  time, 
except  during  the  partial  suspension  of  operations  in  the  war  period 
(1900-1902),  there  has  been  a  steady  and  substantial  increase  in  the 
output,  until  it  now  constitutes  between  S8  and  39  per  cent  of  the 
world's  gold  production.  From  a  beginning  of  about  2,375  fine 
ounces  produced  from  these  fields  in  1884,  valued  at  $50,000,  the 
output  for  the  year  1913  amounted  to  $181,883,262,  while  the  gold 
production  of  the  Transvaal  from  the  inception  of  the  industry  in 
1884  to  the  close  of  the  vear  1914  reached  the  stupendous  total  of 
102,830,226  ounces,  of  the%-alue  of  $2,125,663,195. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  in  the  entire  Union  of  South  Africa,  em- 
bracing the  Provinces  of  the  Transvaal,  Cape  Colony,  Orange  Free 
State,  and  Natal^  the  Transvaal  is  the  only  gold-producing  section 
worthy  of  mention  discovered  up  to  this  time.  As  proof  of  this  it 
need  only  be  stated  that  of  the  total  gold  production  of  the  Union  for 
1914,  all  but  1,746  ounces  were  produced  in  the  Transvaal. 

Gold  Oatput  for  Last  Year — The  World's  Production. 

The  output  of  gold  in  the  Transvaal  for  1914,  owing  to  strikes  and 
other  disturbances,  fell  short  of  that  for  1913  by  404,014  fine  ounces, 
the  total  being  8,394,322  ounces,  amountinfc  in  value  to  $173,559,975. 
Judged  from  the  returns  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year, 
however,  the  gold  vield  for  1915  will  equal,  if  not  surpass,  that  of 
1913.  Of  the  total  Transvaal  gold  production  for  1914,  the  Wit- 
watersrand  area  was  responsible  for  8,033,570  fine  ounces,  amoimting 
to  $166,066,568. 

The  following  table,  prepared  by  the  Transvaal  Chamber  of  MineSj 
shows  the  approximate  gold  output  of  the  world  during  1914 : 


PeroenU 
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age  of 

CouDtrios. 

Value. 

totia. 

totaL 

n 73, 189,002 
92, 4G3,  MO 
to,  168, 74S 
26,035,775 
17,519,400 
17,422,070 

38.3 
20.4 
11.1 
S.8 
3.9 
3.8 

$10,351,440 

U,387,610 
8,404.445 
38,933,000 

3.7 
2.5 
1.9 
S.« 

United  Statfls  

India  

West  Africa  

4S1,874.9» 

IOOlO 

Peatnres  of  TranxTaal  Oold  Troduction. 


According  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Union  Department  of  Mines 
and  Industries,  the  ore  milled  by  Transvaal  mining  concerns  for  the 
year  1914  amounted  to  26,704,403  tons,  of  which  all  but  24,944  tons 
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■was  produced  by  the  mines,  the  small  remainder  being  from  reef 
digfi^nj^.  A  total  of  t),901  stamps  and  306  tube  mills  were  worked 
during  December,  1914.  as  compared  with  9,579  and  290,  resjiectively, 
during  December,  1913.  The  average  oi*e  value  per  ton  milled,  in- 
cluding the  estimated  fine-gold  contents  of  by-products  sold  or 
shipped  by  mines,  was  for  the  year  $G.47.  The  average  percentage 
of  waste  sorted  from  rock  hoisted  on  all  the  Tnmsvaal  producing 
gold  mines  was  9.26  per  cent  in  December,  1914.  The  number  of 
producing  gold  mines  m  the  Transvaal  at  the  end  of  December,  1914, 
was  86,  on  which  were  employed  21,743  white  and  176,669  colored 
laborers. 

Of  the  total  number  of  persons  in  the  service  of  mines  and  allied 
concerns  of  all  kinds  engaged  in  mining  operations  within  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  in  December,  1914,  amoimting  to- 244,201,  the  gold- 
mining  industry  employed  200,342,  or  82  per  cent,  the  remainder 
being  divided  among  the  diamond,  coal-mining,  base-mineral,  and 
miscellaneous  mining  industries  of  the  Union. 

Expenditures  for  salaries  and  wages  by  mines  and  allied  concerns 
within  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  1914  amounted  to  $80,386,199. 
Of  this  amount  the  ^old-mining  industry  accounts  for  $61,296,306, 
the  diamond-mining  mdustry  for  $10,017,028,  the  coal-mining  indus- 
try for  $4,826,701,  base  minerals  for  $1,796,603,  and  miscellaneous 
for  $2,449,547.  Of  the  amount  expended  in  the  gold-mining  industry 
the  Transvaal  is  responsible  for  $61,260,556. 

Stores  Consumed  by  (fold  and  Other  Kinefl. 

During  the  year  imder  review  machinery  and  stores  of  the  value 
of  $59,535,934  were  consumed  by  the  mining  industry  of  the  Union. 
The  distribution  of  these  amounts  among  the  various  Provinces  and 
classes  of  concerns  is  shown  in  the  following  table.  Of  this  amount 
the  gold-mining  indostry  accounts  for  $50^013,43^;  the  diamond- 
mining  industty,  $4,717,219;  the  coal-mining  indtistfy,  $3,129,817; 
base-mineral  industry,  $1,630,107 : 
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Pntore  Qold  Prospect 

As  already  noted,  the  gold  output  for  the  first  six  months  of  this 
year  (1915)  shows  a  big  increase  over  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.  P^urthermore,  plans  are  being  carried  forward  for  a 
greatly  increased  ouput  from  the  Far  East  Rand — a  section  as  yet 
untapped.  The  Springs  property,  with  an  initial  capacity  of  30,000 
tons,  is  expected  to  start  producmg  next  year,  while  at  the  Govern- 
ment Areas  a  new  milling  plant,  representing  an  increase  of  50,000 
tons  monthly,  will  also  be  in  operation  before  the  close  of  next  year. 


Digitized  by  Google 


268  COMMEBOfi  SEPOBtS.  ' 

Other  prospective  plants  include  one  each  at  Benoi,  New  Modder- 
fontein,  and  Geduld,  so  that  in  1917  it  is  thought  these  five  compa- 
nies may  be  crushing  an  additional  160,000  tons  monthly. 

The  Diamond  Production — Output  by  Provlnoes. 

The  two  principal  diamond  mines  of  South  Africa — the  De  Beers, 
at  Kimberley,  and  the  Premier,  near  Pretoria — both  closed  down 
very  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  as  did  most  of  the  smaller 
properties,  owing  to  the  collapse  of  the  diamond  market,  and  up  to 
the  date  of  this  report  neither  of  these  companies  has  resumed  oper- 
ations. As  a  result,  the  diamond  production  for  1914  was  only 
about  one-half  of  the  previous  year's  output,  being  2,801,016  carats, 
valued  at  $26,703,429,  as  compared  with  5,163,546  carats  and  a  value 
of  $54,438,495  for  1913. 

The  production  for  the  year  of  the  four  most  important  diamond- 
mining  companies  was:  Premier  mine,  1,097,238  carats,  valued  at 
$4,929,190;  De  Beers  (five  mines),  1,225,436  carats,  valued  at  $14,- 
859j993;  New  Jagersfontein,  177,623  carats,  valued  at  $2,773,631; 
Konyfontein,  53,201  carats,  valued  at  $562,143.  The  grand  total 
for  these  four  leading  companies  was  2,553,497  carats,  -valued  at 
$23,206,425. 

Following  is  a  table  showing  the  diamond  output  (mine  and 
alluvial),  by  Provinces,  for  1913  and  1914: 
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8,UC,567 

«,  4(1,383 

65, 438, 401 

23,S»,77S 

2,808,090 

38,703,425 

Silver  Frodnetion — The  Coal  Indmtry. 

There  are  no  silver  mines  working  in  the  Union,  the  output  of 
890,782  fine  ounces,  valued  at  $498,674,  representing  the  silver  con- 
tained in  the  gold  bullion.  No  silver  was  returned  from  base-meta! 

ores. 

The  value  of  the  coal  production  for  1914  for  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  showed  a  slight  gain  over  that  of  the  preceding  year,  the  total 
value  of  the  sales  amounting  to  $10,992,914,  as  compared  with 
$10,903,186  for  1913.  The  Transvaal  and  Natal  Provinces  are  the 
largest  producers  of  coal,  the  Transvaal  sales  for  1914  amounting 
to  $5,600,000  and  those  of  Natal  to  $4,311,324,  while  the  value  of 
the  Orange  Free  State  output  was  a  little  under  $1,000,000.  The 
sum  realized  on  the  coal  product  of  the  Cape  Colony  was  only  a 
little  in  excess  of  $150,000. 

Base-Hineral  Output. 

The  output  of  copper  in  the  Union  for  1914  amounted  to  a  little 
under  30,000  tons,  of  the  value  of  $3,369,345,  as  compared  with 
18,383  tons,  valued  at  $2,471,481,  in  1913.  The  Transvaal  produced 
' '  957  tons,  valued  at  $1,558,871,  and  the  Cape  Province  14,368  tons, 
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of  the  value  of  $1,810,474.  The  Messina  (Transvaal)  Development 
Co.  was  the  only  producer  dipping  copper  from  the  Transvaal  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  concentratmg  plant  on  this  mine  treated  76.286 
tons  of  ore  during  the  year,  the  marketable  product  obtained  being 
14,258  tons,  assnymg  38.46  per  cent  of  pure  metal,  and  5,111  tons  of 
smelted  ore,  giving  863.750  tons  of  matte,  assaying  58.06  per  cent 
of  copper.  The  rame  also  produced  120  tons  of  midt^lings,  assaying 
13  per  cent,  and  25.050  tons  of  blister,  assaying  96  per  cent  of  copper. 
In  the  Cape  Province  the  mining  of  copper  ore  is  carried  out  in 
Xamaqualand  by  the  Cape  Copper  Co.  and  the  Namaqua  Copper  Co. 

Practically  all  the  tin  produced  in  tlie  Union  of  South  Africa  is 
the  product  of  the  Transvaal,  nine  tin  mines  having  contributed  to 
the  production  for  the  year.  An  average  of  62  stamps  were  at  work 
over  the  year  and  129,877  tons  of  ore  were  crushed  by  these  and  other 
milling  appliances.  The  output  of  tin  concentrates  amounted  to  3,521 
tons,  assaying  on  an  average  06.25  per  cent  of  tin.  The  total  output 
of  tin  in  the  Union  for  1914  was  3,429  tons,  valued  at  $1,515,383. 
Of  this  total  the  Trans\'aal  produced  3,386  tons,  valued  at  $1,495,606; 
the  remainder  of  43  tons,  valued  at  $10,996,  was  the  product  of  the 
Cape  Province. 


THEOKT  OF  I£AST  SttlTABES  DT  TRIAKOUIATXOH. 

The  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  issued  a  publication 
dealing  with  the  application  of  the  theory  of  least  squares  to  the 
adjustment  of  triangulation.  It  has  not  been  prepared  with  the 
idea  of  displacing  the  textbooks  in  dealing  with  the  subject  of  least 
sfinares,  but  of  supplementing  these  in  the  special  field  of  triangula- 
tion. It  will  be  of  much  use  to  one  who  is  beginning  work  of  this 
kind.  Concrete  examples  of  adjustments  are  given,  ranging  from 
some  of  the  easiest  to  those  that  are  more  difficult.  The  book  deals 
principally  with  office  computations,  but  it  will  also  be  found  useful 
to  those  in  charge  of  field  work. 

A  development  is  given,  expressed  in  the  ^mbolism  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Survey  at  the  present  time,  for  the  condition  equa- 
tions necessary  to  effect  the  closure  in  geographic  positions  of  a  loop, 
A  need  for  this  has  been  felt  for  some  time  past.  A  method  of  ad- 
justment by  the  variation  of  the  geographic  coordinates  (latitude 
and  longitude)  of  the  various  points  has  been  developed  and  applied 
to  the  adjustment  of  several  figures.  This  is  a  method  which  has  not 
before  belen  used  in  the  United  States,  although  something  similar  is 
regularly  employed  in  Canada. 

At  the  end  of  the  publication  there  is  given  a  new  development  of 
the  formulas  for  the  computation  of  differences  of  elevation  from  the 
observations  of  zenith  distances.  These  formulas  take  into  account 
some  of  the  effects  due  to  the  lengths  and  heights  of  the  lines  that 
were  not  taken  into  consideration  in  the  development  previously  in 
use  in  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 

The  volume  is  published  in  octavo  size  and  is  illustrated.  It  is 
Serial  No.  9,  Special  Publication  No.  28,  and  may  be  obtained  free 
of  charge  by  application  to  the  Division  of  Publications,  Department 
of  Commerce,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 
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7E0F0SALS  FOB  OOTEBHMENT  SUFFIIES  AlTD  CONStBlTCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  dtrect  Titt)  tbe  offlces  nampd,  anci  speciBcatlons  can  usnallT 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed, la  cases  nbere  tbe  time  limit  is  too  sbort  to  permit  firms  to  submit  teoders. 
thejr  gbould  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  mnlllng  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  Dotlees  eaUins 
for  futare  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

yVoolen  blankets.  No.  2713. — Scnlod  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  SuperlDtendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D. 
until  November  1,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  United  States 
Penitentiary,  Ijeavenwortli,  Kans.,  1,000  woolen  blanlcets.  Specifications  to- 
Kether  with  further  lofonuatlon  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Wosb- 
ington  office, 

Comtruction  worfc,  No.  2714. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Waslilnt^on,  D.  C.  until  Xovemlter 
6.  1913,  for  the  construction  of  a  magazine  building  at  the  Nnval  Proving 
Grounfl,  Indian  Head,  Md.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  had  on  aiq>llca- 
tlon  to  the  above  office. 

Dredging  and  rock  removing  work.  No.  2715. — Sealetl  proposals  will  be  i-ecelvecl 
at  the  office  of  the  United  States  Engineer,  P.  O.  Drawer  45.  Jocksonville, 
Fla.,  until  November  8,  1915,  for  dredging  and  rock  removal  at  Aliaml 
Harbor  and  St.  Lucie  Inlet,  Fla.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  above  office. 

Construction  icork.  No.  2716. — Sealed  proposnls  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  ENfpnrtment,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  19,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical 
equipment  and  approaches),  of  a  one-story  and  basement  stone-facetl 
building  of  7,478  square  feet  ground  area,  fireproof  construction,  composi- 
tion roof,  for  the  Unltetl  States  post  office  at  Elyria,  Ohio.  Drawings  and 
specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  custodian  at  Elyria,  Ohio, 
or  at  the  Washington  oflice. 

Jtistallation  of  mail  chutes.  No.  2717. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  Novcml^er  8,  1915,  for  installing  two  mall  chutes  In  tbe  United  States 
post  office  and  courthouse  at  Denver,  C!olo.  Drawings  and  specifications 
may  be  bad  on  application  to  the  Superintendent  of  Oonstmctlon  at  Denver, 
Colo.,  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Medical  supplies.  No.  2718. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field  Med- 
ical Supply  Depot,  U.  S.  Army,  21  M  Street  NB.,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  22,  1915,  for  furnlshli^  and  delivering  at  the  depot  umyl  nltris, 
areentt  ultras  lu  crystals,  Ipecacuanlia,  chlorinated  lime,  magnesli  sulphas, 
morphloae  sulphas^  potasll  lodldum,  and  sodll  sallcylas. 

Construction  icorfc.  No.  2719. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  AVashlngton,  D.  C,  until  November 
13, 1915,  for  constructing  two  officers'  quarters,  at  Naval  Station,  Key  West, 
Fla.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above  office, 
or  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station  named. 

Bacon,  No.  2720.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Depot 
Quartermaster.  U.  S.  Army.  115-123  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  IlL, 
until  October  20, 1015,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  on  or  before  Deeemb»- 
20,  1915,  about  140,304  pounds  of  bacon. 

iSedical  supplies,  No.  2721.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field  Medical 
Supply  D^t,  U.  S.  Army,  21  M  Street  NB.,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Octo- 
ber 27, 1915,  for  f  amlsblng  and  delivering  at  the  depot  empty  boxes,  funnels, 
lantern  globes,  glass  salt  aad'pepper  shakers,  3-plnt  tins,  and  2-quart  round 
tins. 

CoMtrucOon  work.  No.  2722. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Doclra,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until  November 
27,  1915,  for  constructing  a  marine  railway  at  the  Naval  Station,  Pearl 
Harbor,  Hawaii.  Proposals  are  invited  on  separate  component  parts  of  the 
complete  railway.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  above  office  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station  named. 
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Repair .  trork,  Ko.  2723. — Sealed  pnipnials  wiH  be- reoetveil  at  the  ofilce  of  tlio 
Lighthouse  InsiM?ftor,  BnttiniMre.  Md..  until  (>ct<ilM;i-  2S,  191."),  f<»r  furnishing 
all  labor  ami  luaterlnls  and  (locking;,  cleiinlng.  pnintlns,  and  rciMiirliiK 
light  vessel  Ko.  SO.  Further  Inforinntion  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  above  olUce. 

Landscape  gardcnitiff.  No.  2724, — Sea!e<l  proposals  will  be  receiveil  at  the  Super- 
vising Architeet's  Oflice,  Treasury  Dei>artme!it,  Washington.  I).  C.  until 
.  November  3,  lOl.''),  for  sodding  and  seedingv  planting  trees  shrubs,  etc.,  on 
the  grtmnds  of  the  Federal  buUdhig  at  I'iymouth,  Ma»s.  Drawings  and 
speciSention.'^  itiuy  be  had  iipou  application  to  the  custodian  of  the  building 
or  at  the  Washington  olHcc. 


ENOLAin)  TO  BUY  tapahese  cotton  goods. 

[London  Times  for  Sept.  28.] 

An  interesting  experiment  is  about  to  be  made  by  obtaining  from 
Japan  certain  dress  goods  of  the  kind  formerly  imported  from  the 
Continent.  John  Howell  &  Son  were  the  first  wholesalers  to  consider 
the  question  on  a  large  scale,  and  sent  out  a  member  of  their  firm  to 
Japan  some  months  ago  to  visit  the  great  manufacturing  centers. 
The  result  has  been  that  fabric  gloves  and  cotton  wear  have  been  pur- 
chased, and  a  consignment  may  be  expected  in  a  short  time.  The 
centers  from  which  these  goods  are  coming  are  Osaka  (the  Man- 
chester of  Japan),  Kobe,  Tokyo,  Kyoto,  and  Yokohama. 

The  small  Japanese  fabric  gloves  were  not  at  first  a  commercial 
success,  but  they  were  quickly  adapted  to  the  larger  hands  of  Europe, 
and  now  compete  very  favorably  with  those  of  European  make.  The 
cotton  underwear  is  not  of  very  hi^h  grade  and  is  not  trimmed,  but 
is  said  to  be  good  of  its  kind.  It  is  made  in  both  plaia  and  fleecy 
qualities. 

So  far  the  Japan^e  have  done  nothing  in  the  woolen  industry,  nor 
are  their  hose  or  skin  gloves  a  success.  Their  manufactures  will  foe 
priced  much  lower,  in  spite  of  the  American  machinery  they  have 
installed  everywhere,  owing  to  the  great  cheapness  of  labor.  Their 
factories,  to  the  more  exclusive  of  which  very  few  '!^uropeans  have 
ever  penetrated,  are  lighted  with  electric  light  and  well  served  by 
railways. 


COFFEE  SHIFUENTS  FROU  SANTOS,  BKAZIL. 

[Consul  Cbnrles  L.  Latham,  Santo?,  Sept.  14.] 

A  comparative  statement  has  been  prepared  showing  the  exporta- 
tions  of  coffee  through  the  port  of  Santos  for  the  past  10  years.  The 
figures  are  given  in  bags  of  132  pounds  each.  The  amounts  are : 


Year. 


July  to 
Deonobar. 


to  June. 


Total  for 
crop  year. 


Ul«-I5 
1913- U 
1913-13 
ini-12 
1910-11, 
190»-lO 
UOS-9. 

tovis.. 
iao»-7.. 

MOM.. 


4,500,985 
7,3^<,329 
fi, 886, 120 
e.  088,384 
6,  MO,  177 
10,342,258 
•,064,339 
5,572,395 
7,S&4,637 

4,m,m 


5,140,714 
4.004,018 
2,934, 2» 
3,057,401 
3,637.318 
35,957 
3,327,62S 
2, 912,  MO 
«,98e,47S 
2,288,237 


9,041,499 
11,308,345 
8,820,393 
9,143,685 
9,440,495 
10,278,215 
9,381,867 
8,515,24* 
13,874,113 
7,380,183 
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Chemicals,  No.  18801. — A  manufacturer  of  pharmaceutical  preparations  in  Italy 
has  informed  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  price 
lists  and  samples  of  chemicals  for  use  as  basic  elements  of  their  prepara- 
tions and  hypodermic  solutions  In  ampullas.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f. 
Italian  port,  if  possible ;  otherwise  f.  o.  b.  New  Tork. 

Novelties,  No.  18802. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Prance  reports  that  a 
man  In  his  district  desires  to  secure  the  representation  of  AiDolcan  mnnn- 
facturers  and  exporters  of  novelties  of  all  kinds. 

Textiles,  No.  18803. — A  firm  in  Italy  has  Informed  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  to  purchase  textiles  of  TWieus  kinds,  samples  of  which  may 
be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  If  possible,  quotations 
should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  port  in  Italy.   CM'respondence  should  be  in  Italian. 

OJItoe  supplies,  No.  18804. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  transmits 
the  names  of  business  men  In  his  district  who  desire  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  or  exporters  of  office  supplies. 

Cotton  goods,  etc..  No.  18805. — The  Bureau  has  received  a  report  from  an  Amer- 
ican consular  officer  in  France  stating  that  a  firm  of  manufacturers'  agents 
in  Tunis  desires  to  establish  business  relations  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  cotton  goods,  similar  to  the  samples  which  may  be  examined  at 
the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  The  firm  In  question  also  desires  Co  com- 
municate with  American  importers  of  Tunisian  products,  such  as  she^ 
and  goat  skins,  olive  oil,  alfa,  cork,  wool,  sponges,  and  dates.  Correspond- 
ence in  French  is  preferred. 

Penciis,  pens,  etc..  No.  18806. — ^The  Bureau  has  received  from  an  American 
consular  officer  in  France  the  names  of  various  dealers  In  his  district 
who  desire  to  represent  American  manufacturers  or  exportera  of  pencils, 
pens,  etc. 

Insulated  cable  and  tcirc,  No.  18807. — ^The  Bureau  lias  been  informed  by  a  busl- 
nesB  man  In  this  country  that  a  correspondent  In  Greece  desires  quotatitms 
on  Insulated  switchlKWurd  coble  for  teleplione  apparatus  and  single  insulated 
wire,  specifications  of  -wbitdi  may  be  examined  upon  application  to  the 
Buxeau's  Infonnant 

Aeid  phosphates.  No.  18808. — letter  has  been  received  by  the  Bureau  from  a 
business  man  In  Canada  who  desires  the  names  and  addresses  of  firms 
which  manufacture  acid  phosphates  containing  less  than  10  per  cent  of 
calcium,  to  be  used  In  foods. 

Qeneral  representation,  No.  18S09. — The  commercial  agent  In  chai^  of  tlie 
branch  ofiice  of  the  Bureau  in  Chicago  transmits  a  letter  from  a  man  In 
Norway  who  desires  to  ri^rescnt  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
all  kinds  of  merchandise.  The  man  states  that  he  will  act  as  commission 
ugent  or  buy  for  his  own  account. 

Asphalt,  No.  18810. — The  Bureau  has  received  a  letter  from  a  man  in  Cuba  who 
desires  to  learn  the  prices  of  Cuban  asphalt  In  this  country  and  to  what 
interests  he  could  make  proposals  relative  to  an  asplmlt  mine. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Fore^n  and  Domestdo  Commerce, 

Kew  Tork,  Room  409  TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  United 
States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  403  Third  National 
Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hibernia 
Bank  Bailding;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922 
Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland.  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamlier  of  Commerce;  Detroit, 
Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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COAL  FOB  TEE  KEXHEBLANBS. 

[Cabl^mm  trom  Ulafstcr  Hent?  van  Dyke,  The  Hagae,  Netherlands,  Oct  15.] 

Coal,  selling  prices  Rotterdam,  steam  $7,  gas  $10;  ocean  freight, 
$9.50  per  metric  ton;  imports  materially  reduced  from  previous 
veal's.  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust  will  receive  shij)ments  for  strictly 
Dutch  firms.  There  is  a  so-caUed  coal  bureau  which  is  designed  to 
distribute  to  small  consumers. 


CONSULAH  TRADE  CONFEBENCE. 

Consul  Maddin  Summers,  of  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  reports  that  he  is 
leaving  his  post  for  the  United  States  on  leave  of  absence  about  the 
last  of  October.  He  will  be  in  the  United  States  until  the  latter  part 
of  December;  his  address  will  be  care  of  Consular  Bureau,  Depart- 
ment of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


BAKK  OF  CHINA  TO  INCREASE  CAPITAL. 

It  is  officially  announced  in  Peking,  says  the  National  Review  of 
China,  that  the  Bank  of  China  is  to  increase  its  capital  by  $20,000,000 
(or  about  $10,000,000  in  U.  S.  currency),  half  of  this  coming  from 
the  sales  of  Government  property,  the  other  half  to  be  obtained  by 
public  subscription.  This  increase  will  make  the  bank  one  of  the 
most  important  and  largest  in  capital  in  the  Far  East. 


BOUWTHTJL  AMERICAN  CBOPS. 

The  estimates  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  show  record  crops 
in  the  United  States  of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  hay,  and  a  corn  crop 
closely  approaching  the  record.  The  returns  indicate  a  production  of 
approximately  three  billion  bushels  of  corn,  one  and  a  half  billion 
bushels  of  oats,  one  billion  bushels  of  wheat,  almost  a  quarter  billion 
bushels  of  barley,  and  a  hundred  million  tons  of  hay,  if  the  twenty 
million  estimated  tons  of  wild  hay,  a  crop  not  heretofore  reported 
upon,  be  included. 
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EXPORTS  OF  CHEESE,  BUTTER,  AVD  BT7TTER  FAT  REVIVE. 

Cheese,  butter,  and  other  butter  fats  are  a^ain  becoming  important 
factors  in  our  export  trade  after  a  lon^  period  of  comparative  inac- 
tivity. Fifteen  or  20  years  ago  the  United  States  vpas  selling  abroad 
between  20,000,000  and  30,000,000  poimds  of  butter,  from  50,000,000 
to  80,000,000  pounds  of  cheese,  and  from  6,000,000  to  10,000,000 
pounds  of  imitation  butter  annually.  In  later  years,  however,  ex- 
ports of  this  class  decreased  in  a  marked  degree,  and  in  the  fiscal 
year  1914  had  fallen  far  below  the  quantities  named.  In  the  year 
]ust  ended  there  was  a  distinct  revival  in  all  these  lines,  with  totals 
closely  approximating  the  high  levels  touched  in  the  decade  from  1890 
to  1900. 

The  large  gains  made  by  domestic  dairy  products  and  butter  substi- 
tutes are  well  illustrated  by  figures  published  by  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce,  in  the  June  "Summary  of  foreign 
commerce."  Butter,  usually  averaging  about  3,500,000  pounds  annu- 
ally in  our  export  trade,  in  1915  went  to  nearly  10,000,000  pounds. 
During  this  period  imports  of  butter  were  reduced  by  more  than 
one-half,  falling  from  a  little  less  than  8,000,000  pounds  in  1914  to 
less  than  4,000,000  pounds  last  year. 

American  cheese,  running  at  about  2,500,000  pounds  a  year,  went 
to  54,000,000  pounds  in  the  fiscal  year  1915.  Here  also,  as  in  the  case 
of  butter,  the  trade  balance  was  transferred  to  the  export  side,  for 
the  year's  imports  of  cheese  last  year  totaled  only  50,000,000  pounds, 
a  decrease  of  13,750,000  pounds  from  the  total  for  1914. 

Exports  of  condensed  milk,  usually  exported  in  sums  valued  at 
between  $1,000,000  and  $2,000,000  annually,  in  1915  rose  to  $3,000,000 
in  value,  the  quantity  (37,000,000  pounds)  being  double  that  of  1914. 

Imitation  butter  contains,  in  addition  to  oleomargarine  oil,  some 
butter  fat.  The  exports  of  this  article  also  doubled,  rising  from 
2,500,000  pounds  in  1914  to  5,125,000  pounds  last  year. 

England  has  become  our  largest  foreign  market  for  butter,  cheese, 
and  condensed  milk,  having  taken  3,333,^X)  pounds  of  butter,  out  of  a 
total  export  of  10,000,000  pounds;  48,500,000  pounds  of  cheese,  out  of 
a  total  export  of  54,000,000  pounds;  and  4,000,000  pounds  of  con- 
densed milk,  out  of  a  total  export  of  37,000,000  pounds.  Canada, 
Cuba,  Panama,  Australia,  and  Venezuela  also  take  considerable  quan- 
tities of  American  butter;  Panama  and  the  West  Indies  are  impor- 
tant markets  for  our  cheese;  while  Cuba,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands, 
China,  Japan,  Hongkong,  Hussia,  Chosen,  Panama,  and  Brazil  take 
large  amounts  of  American  condensed  milk. 

These  exports,  while  important,  represent  a  very  small  proportion 
of  the  annual  products  of  the  60,000,000  cattle  on  American  farms, 
valued  at  more  than  $2,334,000,000.  As  long  ago  as  1909,  the  latest 
period  covered  by  the  national  census,  we  produced  1,619,000,000 
pounds  of  butter,  321,000,000  pounds  of  cheese,  and  5,814,000,000 
gallons  of  milk,  while  the  quantity  of  oleomargarine  on  which  inter- 
nal-revenue  tax  was  paid  in  1914  aggregated  142,000,000  pounds. 


The  Eighth  National  Apple  Show  will  be  held  in  Spokane,  WaA^ 
the  week  of  November  15. 
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SOUTH  WALES  TBASE  NOTES. 

[Consul  W.  L.  Jenkins,  detailed  as  vice  consul  at  SwanBea.  Wales,  Sept.  30.] 
Lace-MaUng:  Classes. 

The  director  of  the  Swansea  Arts  &  Crafts  Committee  reported 
September  28  that  24  students  had  joined  the  lace-making  class 
wmch  had  a  Belgian  refugee  as  a  teacher.  The  chairman  stated  that 
he  thought  "  the  Belgians  were  going  to  leave  an  enduring  mark  on 
Swansea  in  that  direction,  and  the  more' the  interest  could  be  en- 
couraged the  better." 

Hew  Port  Talbot  Industry. 

The  Port  Talbot  district  has  acquired  still  another  industry,  that 
of  converting  the  mountain  of  old  iron  slag  at  Cwmavon  into  terred 

slag  macadam,  which  is  now  recognized  as  good  material  for  road 
surfaces,  both  for  economical  wear  and  the  prevention  of  dust.  A 
large  new  plant  with  two  breakers,  capacious  bunkers  with  drying 
and  mixing  machinery,  has  been  erected  at  the  slag  tips  and  work 
has  already  commenced.  The  Cwmavcm  Slag  Co.,  Cardiff,  are  the 
proprietors. 

Steel  Woikers'  Advance  In  Wages. 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Iron  and 
Steel  Makers,  Mechanics,  and  Others'  Sliding  Scale  Committee  was 
held  September  25  to  receive  the  auditor's  award  for  the  three  months 
ended  August  31,  1915,  the  result  being  that  wages  payable  to  the 
workmen  at  the  Associated  Works  will  be  advanced  by  10.5  per  cent 
from  October  1,  1915. 

Coal-Export  Lieen&es. 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  Coal  Expoi*ts  Committee  that  the  names 
of  steamers  need  not  appear  in  applications  for  licenses  to  export 
coal  to  France  and  French  posse^ons,  or  be  subsequently  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  department,  and  will  not  be  inserted  in  licenses  for 
such  shipments.  All  licenses,  except  general  ones,  are  valid  for  one 
shipment  only.  The  shippers  must  in  all  cases  submit  to  the  local 
customs  the  names  of  vessels  by  which  they  propose  to  make  a  ship- 
ment as  soon  as  they  are  known  to  them. 

Increase  in  Prices. 

The  Swansea  branch  of  the  Dairymen's  Association  have  decided 
to  raise  the  price  of  milk  to  10  cents  per  quart  from  October  3  in 
consequence  of  the  shortage  of  supplies,  increase  in  the  price  of  food- 
stuffs, and  increase  in  manufacture  of  butter. 

An  official  notice  has  been  placed  in  the  public  telephone  boxes 
stating  that  the  call  fee  will  be  increased  on  October  1  by  2  cents. 

The  Swansea  Grocers'  Association  decided  on  September  28  to  ad- 
vance immediately  the  price  of  all  articles  affected  by  the  recently 
proposed  budget  pro  rata  to  the  increased  duty. 

Catalogues  sent  by  American  exporters  to  the  consulate  at  Karachi, 
India,  are  reported  to  have  been  received  with  circular  letters  folded 
and  placed  between  the  leaves.  Consul  James  Oliver  Laing  states 
that  the  letters  often  stick  between  the  leaves  in  the  hot,  moist  climate 
of  the  Arabian  Sea  district,  and  are  sometimes  not  found  when  the 
catalogues  are  filed. 
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AirasuH  Tomr-sTocx  cohfahies. 

[CodbdI  General  John  H.  SnodgraM,  Aug.  S1.I 

Of  the  20  Kiissian  commercial  banks  the  shares  of  which  are  priced 
at  the  Petrograd  Exchange,  24  paid  good  dividends  in  1914.  Only 
three  banks  have  not  declared  dividends  on  account  of  large  sums 
having  been  written  off.  The  10  land  banks  registered  in  the  bulle- 
tin of  the  Petrograd  Stock  Exchange  gave  the  same  dividends  as  in 
the  preceding  year.  Of  the  13  gas  «)mpanies  and  electrotechnical 
concerns,  10  were  paying  dividends,  while  2  concerns  had  not  yet 
concluded  the  annual  accounts.   Only  1  concern  passed  its  dividend. 

The  profit  obtained  as  well  as  the  dividend  paid  by  the  oil  com- 
panies proved  considerable.  Of  the  21  oil  companies,  the  shares  of 
which  are  quoted  on  the  Petrograd  market,  13  companies  paid  very 
high  dividends,  7  concerns  preferred  to  place  the  profit  obtained  at 
the  disposal  of  the  administration  of  the  compames,  while  the  re- 
sults of  1  company  have  not  yet  been  finally  ascertained.  The  aver- 
age dividfflid  of  the  Russian  oil  companies  that  have  published  their 
reports  on  1914  is  found  to  be  8.7  per  cent,  against  17.7  per  cent  for 
1913,  and  14.6  per  cent  for  1912. 

The  cement  industry  was  placed  in  a  difficult  position  in  conse- 
quence of  the  war,  but  was  able  to  conclude  the  year  1914  with  more 
or  less  favorable  results.  Of  11  joint-stock  companies  engaged  in  tMs 
industry,  6  concerns  paid  dividends.   Four  companies  were  not  in  a 

Sosition  to  do  tiiis,  while  the  financial  results  of  1  have  not  been 
nally  ascertained. 

Twenty-one  metallurgical  and  mechanical  works  were  able  to  pay 
out  satisfactory  dividends.  The  remaining  metallurgical  companies 
conclude  their  business  year  on  July  1,  and  the  profit  secured  and 
dividend  to  be  paid  in  1914r-15  are  not  yet  known.  However,  accord- 
ing to  preliminary  information,  the  majority  of  these  concerns  will 
pay  their  dividends  at  the  same  rate  as  in  the  preceding  year. 


AXEBIGAH  FTmCE&SES  7B0K  CETLOIT. 

[Consul  Walter  A.  Leonard,  Colombo,  Sept.  4.] 

Declared  exports  from  Ceylon  to  the  United  States  for  the  firrt 
half  of  1915  totaled  $5,837,265,  compared  with  $5,818,950  in  the 
1914  half-year.  Nearly  every  article  showed  a  decrease,  while  raw 
rubber  increased  by  $1,184,606.  Desiccated  coconut  showed  the 
greatest  loss,  dropping  from  $352,388  in  value  in  1914  to  $51,004  in 
191d.  The  six  leading  articles  of  export  to  the  United  States  from 
Ceylon,  vidued  at  more  than  $100,000  in  1915,  were: 


ArtldM. 

FkstbaUraar. 

ArtldM. 

Tint  baU  rev. 

UU 

UU 

in4 

I9U 

12,638,548 
945,229 
1,145,178 
620,643 
113,042 

S3, 723, 154 
732,347 
B32,m 
443,035 

i37,m 

sr,ai4 

519,498 

nOB.14« 

i8s,«a 

6,U8,«M 
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CH&ITGES  IN  FOBEZOH  T&ADE  OF  SPAIN. 

(CoDsal  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelosa,  Sept  8.] 

The  entire. Tolume  of  Spain's  business  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1915  amounted  in  value  to  $215,640^08,  of  which  $102,552,422  rep- 
resented imports  and  $113,087,786  exports.  The  total  value  of  the 
exports  and  impoils  for  these  six  months  was  greater  than  that  for 
the  correspondmg  period  in  1914  by  nearly  $23,400,000.  There  was 
a  decrease  of  about  $13,320,000  in  the  import  of  foreign  products 
and  an  increase  in  the  export  of  Spanish  products  of  about  $27,- 
900,000.  Among  the  imports  in  which  the  falling  off  was  most  no- 
ticeable were  manufactured  articles,  $17,280,000  less  than  during  the 
coi^esponding  period  of  the  year  previous;  food  products  and  live 
animals,  $4,140,000  and  $540,000,  respectively. 

This  was  offset  by  an  increase  in  raw  materials  imported  by 
$8,820,000  over  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year. 
Increase  in  Exports  Chiefly  in  Kanufactnred  Articles. 

The  increase  in  exports  was  chiefly  in  manufactured  articles,  whicU 
amounted  to  nearly  $36,360,000  more  than  during  the  1914  period. 
The  food  products  exported  increased  by  about  $540,000,  while  the 
export  of  raw  matevials  decreased  by  more  than  $8,100,000.  Of  the 
manufactured  artidea  exported,  the  greatest  increases  were  in  the 
cotton  and  woolen  industry.  The  amounts  were: 


Wod  items. 

1914 

191S 

Blankets  

Woolen  knit  roods  

CottfHi  and  woolen  cloth. . 

FsbricsoC cotton  and  wool. 
All  »th«»r  w>vO«Ti  mmiifaA- 

•38,899 

6,673 
15,468 
344,624 
96,160 
£8,963 
8,811 

1,656,833 

$^7,070 
6,609,470 
2,921,973 
1,981,030 
4,948,262 
1,614,265 
119,834 

407,617 

Total  

3i,2U,«21 

18^968,131 

Cotton  Items, 


Raw  cotton  

Cotton  yam  

White  cotton  goods  

Colored  cotton  goods  

Canton  Qannel  

Cotton  knit  goods  

All  other  cotton  manufac- 
tara  

Total  


1914 


S80,045 
262,137 
254,884 
^115,376 
7,313 
926,068 

231,443 


3,686,271 


1915 


1836,868 
881, 2SS 
3, 174,818 
8,681,337 
3,096,421 
3^978,988 

eS7,334 


14,S7^88S 


The  export  of  manufactured  iron  for  the  six  montlis'  period  in- 
creased from  $171,704  worth  in  1914  to  $2,728,294  worth  in  1915.  The 
export  of  chemical  products  for  industrial,  pharmaceutical,  and 
toilet  purposes  increased  from  $3,517,040  to  $3,924,334.  There  were 
also  notable  increases  in  the  values  of  leather  goods,  tanned  ^ins,  and 
footwear  exported. 

FLEECE  UNDEEWEAB  FOB  lEELAND. 

tConEUl  Hunter  Sharp,  Belfast,  Sept.  23.] 

A  Belfast  business  man,  in  a  letter  to  this  consulate,  states  that 
there  is  at  the  moment  an  excellent  opportunity  for  American  manu- 
facturers of  fleece  underwear  (such  as  ladies*  knickers,  petticoats,  and 
drawers,  and  men's  fleece  shirts  and  pants)  to  extend  their  trade  in 
this  market.  He  says  that  these  goods  were  formerly  imported 
largely  from  the  Continent,  and  that  present  local  stocks  of  these 
garments  are  50  to  75  per  cent  below  the  average. 

[The  address  of  the  business  man  referred  to,  also  a  list  of  the  principal 
buyers  ct  fleece  underwear  In  Belfast,  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Gommeice;  refer  to  file  67276.] 
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coNBTBTrcnoir  wobk  abroad. 

ATT8TBAIIA. 

[Sydney  Herald,  Sept.  8.] 
Railway  Construction  In  Sew  South  Walei. 

A  batch  of  railway  works  have  been  handed  over  hy  the  State  Gov- 
ernment of  New  South  Wales  to  Norton  Griiliths  &  Go.  for  construc- 
tion under  their  contract  These  are  in  addition  to  the  harbor  works 
at  Coffs  Harbor,  which  were  handed  over  on  July  1, 

The  following  are  the  railway  lines  which,  the  pronier  announces, 
will  now  be  proceeded  with  under  the  agreement: 

North  Coast  Railway,  section  6— Kempsey  to  MackBvlile  (partly  constructed). 
North  Coast  Railway,  sectloa  7 — MacksvlUe  to  CoITs  Harbor  (portion  Ma<^ 
vllle  to  Rnleigh). 

North  Coast  Railway,  section  8 — CofCs  Harbor  to  Glenreagh. 
Glenreagh  to  Dorrigo. 

Stocklnblngal  to  Forbes,  second  section  Naweenda  to  Forbes. 
Wagga  to  Tumba rumba,  second  section  Humnla  to  Tumba rumba. 
Dubbo  to  Werris  Creek,  second  section  Blnnaway  to  Werris  Creek. 
Broken  Hill  to  Menlndle  (partly  constnicted). 
Condobolln  to  Euabaltmg  (partly  constructed). 

rConnil  W.  A.  Blcken,  Hobart.  TasmaiUa,  Aog.  81.] 
Kew  Xaitway  Stationi. 
The  Government  of  Tasmania  has  appropriated  $146,0(M)  for  a  new 

Sassenger  depot  at  Hobart.  It  will  be  a  2-story  stone  and  brick 
uilding  and  work  will  begin  as  soon  as  several  old  buildings  can  be 
removed.  Upon  completion  of  the  passenger  depot  here  the  Govern- 
ment wUl  construct  a  similar  buildmg  in  Launceston. 

CHILE. 

[Consul  Qeneral  L.  J.  Keens,  Valpaniaot  Sept.  14.1 
Bank  Flnanees  Bnildinc  of  Workers*  Howes. 

The  Caja  de  Ahorros  (National  Savings  Bank)  of  Valparaiso 
has  undertaken  to  finance  the  building  of  a  large  number  of  small 
houses  for  worldngmefl  in  Valparaiso  and  Viiia  del  Mar.  In  Val- 
paraiso a  site  of  20.0(X)  square  yards  has  already  been  chosen  for  this 
purpose  on  the  hill  called  Las  Monjas,  at  the  end  of  Avenida  Fran- 
cia.  The  building  company  will  undertake  the  street  paving  in  the 
new  section,  the  specification  calling  for  asphalt  streets  and  side- 
walks. Work  on  the  houses  should  be  commenced  in  the  coming 
month  of  October  (1915). 

The  houses  will  be  of  three  different  sizes,  but  all  will  be  two 
stories  high.  The  interior  height  of  the  ground  floor  of  each  will  be 
10  feet  5  mches  and  of  the  upper  floor  10  feet.  The  beams,  supports, 
and  roof  timbers  of  each  hou^  will  be  of  oak.  The  interior  walls 
will  be  of  adobe,  and  tiie  exterior  of  brick,  faced  with  cement.  The 
flooring  used  will  be  tongae  and  grooved  poplar  or  laureL  The  type 
of  roofing  used  will  be  m*st  grade,  of  gaivam2sed  corragated  iron. 

A  house  classed  as  "Type  A"  will  cost  about  $2,0W  in  United 
States  currency,  to  be  paid  for  in  installments  of  $417  on  the  siting 
of  the  contract,  $3S3  when  the  house  is  roofed,  ^50  on  its  delivery, 
the  balance  in  21  years,  with  payments  of  $13.38  m<»kthly  for  the 
first  six  years  and  five  months,  and  $5  nu»ntiily  for  the  balanoe  of 
the  period. 

A  house  of  the  "  Type  B  "  class  will  cost  aboot  $2,500,  and  the 
purchaser  will  pay  $500  on  the  signing  of  the  contract,  $417  when 
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the  house  is  roofed,  $333  on  its  delivery,  and  the  balance  in  21  years, 
with  payments  of  $16.66  per  month  for  the  first  six  years  and  five 
months  and  $6.33  per  month  for  the  balance  of  the  period. 

A  house  of  the  Type  C  "  class  -will  cost  $2,834,  and  the  purchaser 
will  pay  $583.33  on  the  signing  of  the  contract,  $500  when  the  house 
is  roofed,  $333.33  on  its  delivery,  and  the  balance  in  21  years,  with 
payments  of  $18.83  monthly  for  the  first  six  vears  and  five  months 
and  $7.16  monthly  for  the  balance  of  the  period. 

[The  name  of  the  contractor  who  will  undertake  the  construction  work  on 
these  houses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  671S3.] 

ECVADOS. 

[CODSQl  General  Frederic  W.  Oodlng,  Gtiaraqail,  Sept.  6.] 
Vnited  States  Supplies  Katerlals  for  Ouayaqnll  Sanitation  Work, 

The  contract  for  the  sanitation  of  Guayaquil  was  signed  at  Quito 
on  January  6,  1914.  Toward  the  end  of  the  following  February 
J.  G.  White  &  Co,'s  engineers  arrived  and  commenced  preliminary 
investigations  for  the  domestic  water  supply.  During  May,  con- 
struction engineers  arrived  and  proceeded  with  the  erection  of  the 
plant  and  equipment  necessary  for  the  works.  By  the  end  of  1914, 
all  surveys  connected  with  the  drinldng-water  supply  and  a  part  in 
connection  with  the  sewerage  work  had  been  completed. 

The  first  consignment  of  pipes  arrived  in  January,  1915,  and  work 
was  immediately  started,  tne  contractor  laying  pipes  for  the  city 
distribution  system  at  the  same  time  that  work  on  the  7,000,000- 
gallon  service  reservoir,  situated  on  Santa  Ana  HjU  to  the  north  of 
uie  city,  was  be^un.  At  present  60  per  cent  of  the  distribution  sys- 
tem in  the  city  is  finished,  and  the  service  reservoir  is  30  per  cent 
finished;  this  system  is  expected  to  be  in  operation  in  about  two  years. 

Simultaneously  with  the  waterworks,  the  company  is  building  a 
new  wall  along  the  river  front  and  making  a  rock-and-eaith  fill 
behind  it,  reclaiming  a  strip  of  land  averaging  about  200  feet  wide. 
.Work  on  the  sewerage  system,  and  paving,  will  not  be  commenced 
until  the  waterworks  are  nearly  completed. 

A  large  part  of  the  material  for  the  works  is  being  purchased  in 
the  United  States,  the  remainder  in  England. 

FEDEEATED  UALAY  STATES. 

[CouBDl  General  John  P.  Bray,  Singapore,  Straits  Settlemeota,  Aug.  24.] 

New  Wharf  Aceommodation  at  Pwt  Swettenham. 

[Editokiat,  note. — As  explalaed  In  Supplement  to  Commebce  Repobts  56b, 
for  March  4,  1915,  Swettenham  is  the  principal  port  of  entry  to  the  Federated 
Malay  States  and  Iiandles  a  tonnage  exceeding  300,000  tons  annually.  The 
railway  from  Port  Swettenham  to  Kuala  I^umpur,  the  capital  city,  traverses 
large  rubber  estates.] 

The  new  wharf  facilities  at  Port  Swettenham  include  mainly  a 
steel  compound  screw  pile  wharf  1,200  feet  long  and  50  feet  wide,  giv- 
ing a  depth  of  water  for  vessels  lying  alongside  of  about  30  feet  at 
low  tide.  Connection  is  made  to  the  shore  by  five  gangways  at  riglit 
angle  to  the  wharf,  at  a  distance  of  about  200  feet  apart.  The  wharf 
and  gangways  are  laid  with  a  double  track,  the  respective  traces 
beijiig  connected  at  the  head  of  each  gangway  by  turntables. 

The  whole  of  the  transport  equipment,  includmg  turntables,  cranes, 
capstans,  etc.,  will  be  electncally  driven;  the  power  being  obtained 
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from  a  power  station  shortly  to  be  constructed  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$120,000  (United  States  currency).  Six  godowns  have  been  built  on 
shore  opposite  the  wharf  with  63,840  square  feet  floor  space;  these  are 
of  steel  frame  and  corrugated  iron  sheet,  constructed  on  r^nforoed 
concrete  pile  foundations,  the  length  of  piles  being  40  feet. 
Sew  PAsseager  StatloB— Dmible  TraoMar  oa  Staerapon  Uae. 

It  is  proposed  to  construct  a  new  passenger  station  with  all  con- 
veniences, which  will  be  connected  to  the  wharf  by  an  overhead  foot- 
bridge. Ample  siding  accommodation  is  being  provided  to  deal 
with  all  possible  traffic  for  some  time.  The  foreshore  |>rotection  wall, 
the  fii^  length  of  which  is  now  under  construction,  will  have  a  total 
length  of  3,840  feet,  the  height  being  20  feet.  The  whole  of  the  work 
is  in  reinforced  concrete  on  the  Kahn  S}^tem,  the  total  approximate 
cost  being  $200,000. 

It  is  proposed  to  double  track  the  railroad  between  Bukit  Timah 
and  Tank  Koad,  renewing  and  extrading  the  brid^  and  culverts. 
The  design  for  the  new  bridges  has  not  yet  been  decided. 

Vew  Xtepot  sad  Hotel. 

The  reconstmction  provides  for  the  entire  remodeling  of  the 
station  yard,  a  new  depot  building,  and  an  adjoining  hoteL  The 
new  depot  has  five  platform  lines,  two  island  platforms,  and  one 
main  platform,  each  600  feet  long,  and  off  the  latter  are  offices  for  the 
officials,' waiting  rooms,  dining  room,  etc  Access  to  the  inside  plat- 
forms is  made  oy  two  subways,  one  for  use  of  first  and  second  class 
passengers,  and  the  other  for  third-class  passengers  and  baggage. 
Each  plfltiorm  is  covered  by  a  steel  and  corrugated-iron  sheet  roof 
supported  on  steel  stanchions. 

!nie  hotel  adjoins  the  depot  offices  and  provide  for  17  bedrooms, 
each  room  having  a  separate  veranda,  beneath  which  is  a  bathroom, 
etc.,  and  accommodation  for  visitors'  servants.  Spacious  lounges 
are  provided  in  addition  to  a  large  veranda  running  the  whole 
length  of  the  building.  An  electric  elevator  conveys  visitors  from 
the  depot  entrance  to  the  hotel.  Access  from  the  streets  to  the  depot 
is  by  a  30-foot  roadway  terminating  at  the  building  itself  in  a  cov- 
ered way  300  feet  long,  thus  affording  shelter  to  passengers  and  bag- 
gage. The  service  also  includes  a  generating  station  for  the  supply 
of  electricity  for  lighting  station  yard,  buildings,  and  hotel. 

The  drainage  is  dealt  with  through  a  septic  tank  situated  some 
distance  from  the  buildings. 

INDIA. 

[CoDsal  Lnclen  Hemmlnger,  ICadrai,  Sept  0.] 
WaterTorkB  Constrnctlon  la  Southern  India. 

There  is  considerable  waterworks  construction  in  southern  India 
at  present  owing  to  new  enterprises  and  also  to  the  fact  that  munici- 
palities or  the  Government  have  found  it  necessary  to  replace  exist- 
mg  plants  by  new  works.  This  will  naturally  involve  the  use  of  a 
quantity  of  steel  pipe,  and  in  at  least  one  town,  if  reconstruction  is 
carried  out,  the  municipal  council  has  decided  to  endeavor  to  obtain 
American  ^ipes.  This  is  at  Bezwada,  a  railway  junction  at  the  head 
of  the  Krishna  Bslta.  The  town  has  expended  a  coi^iderable 
amount  on  waterworks,  but  the  system  does  not  appear  to  have 
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given  entire  satisfaction,  and  newspapers  state  that  this  is  because 
the  suction  pumps  draw  too  much  air,  which  is  alleged  to  be  due  to 
cracks  in  the  steel  pipes  connecting  the  wells  in  the  bed  of  the  river 
and  the  pump  well.  It  is  'relieved  that  the  defective  water  supply 
vill  necessitatj  a  replacement. 

The  most  important  water-supply  scheme  in  contemplation  at 
present  in  this  part  of  India  is  that  at  Ootacamund,  summer  capital 
of  the  Madras  Government.  The  sanitanr  board  of  this  district  has 
recommended  three  schemes  to  insure  sufficient  water  supply  for  the 
region,  and  one  of  these  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Government. 
The  scheme  will  command  the  whole  of  the  Richings  Valley  from 
the  Coonoor  Koad  at  the  Bumfoot  Lake  to  Manjanakorai  Village 
and  from  the  railway  bridge  at  Manjanakorai  to  the  railway  bridge 
at  LoTedale.  The  total  area  covered  will  be  930  acres,  in  no  part  of 
which  is  there  now  a  protected  water  supply,  while  on  the  Grant 
Duff  Boad,  where  there  are  several  European  residences,  the  supply 
is  scanty  in  the  dry  season.  The  scheme  comprises  three  reservoirs, 
formed  by  damming  three  perennial  spring  channels  on  the  slopes 
of  Elk  Hill,  which  will  be  connected  by  pipes.  As  in  the  case  of  the 
Marlimund  and  Tiger  Hill  Beservoirs,  the  supply  will  only  be  for 
domestic  purposes. 

In  Trichinopoly,  an  important  railway  center  in  Madras  Presi- 
dency, the  existing  waterworks  are  to  m  replaced  by  new  worls. 
!Reoent  boring  in  the  bed  of  the  Gaavery  Biver  shows  that  the  wells 
for  furnishing  the  city's  water  supply  should  be  sunk  to  a  much 
greater  depth. 

At  Madura,  a  city  in  this  Presidency  which  is  showing  much  in- 
dustrial development,  plans  are  being  considered  for  nirther  im- 
provement of  the  water  supply,  owing  to  the  discovery  of  a  subter- 
ranean spring  with  inexhaustible  supply  of  water  2  miles  up  the 
river  fr<«n  the  existing  waterworks. 

American  manufacturers  of  steel  piptes  or  supplies  for  waterworks 
interested  in  the  foregoing  could  not,  it  is  believed,  successfully  un- 
dertake to  compete  for  these  contracts  by  correspondence  alone.  An 
agent  or  representative  who  could  give  tiie  matter  personal  attention 
would  doubtless  stand  a  good  chance  of  getting  the  bu^ess  if 
prices,  etc.,  were  favorable. 

There  are  few  firms  in  this  region  that  make  a  specialty  of  han- 
dling steel  pipes,  but  a  list  of  those  most  likely  to  be  interested  is 
forwarded. 

[The  list  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  For^^  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  brunch  offices;  refer  to  Ole  67470.] 


R.  J.  Austin  for  the  electric  lighting  of  the  city.  The  company  which 
Mr.  Austin  represents  is  to  furnish  200  street  lights  for  which  the  city 
is  to  pay  $193  monthly.    Lights  will  also  1^  supplied  to  private 

ries  at  prices  stipulated  in  the  contract  with  the  city.  Address 
B.  J.  Austin,  Barcelona,  Anzoategui,  Venezuela. 


VX9XZUELA. 
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IMPORTS  OF  LAMPS  OTTO  XATIH  AMEBICA. 

Tho  following  table  shows  the  total  value  of  the  imports  of  incan- 
descent and  other  lamps  into  Latin-American  countries  from  1910  to 
1914,  inclusive,  and  the  amounts  received  from  Germany,  Austria- 
Hungarv,  Netherlands,  United  Kingdom,  and  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  ofiicial  r.. turns  of  these  countries. 

lUruKuajan  poso-11.034:  ArgentliUan,  tO.gtS:  Chilean,  I0.3C5;  Mexican,  10.498.  raper  mOrels,  1910-1913— 
32.441  cenu;  19l4''30.e4  ceuts.  £- 10 meres- S4.se65.  BoUTBr-ig.3  cenU.  Col<m-46.5  Gsata.] 


Total  im- 
ports. 

Qemuny. 

Anstrio- 
Runcary. 

Nether- 
taDds. 

United 
Eincdooi. 

United 
Btetw. 

AKOXNTIKA. 

Incandescent  lumps; 

1910  .■  

Prmt. 
697,357 
454,721 
441,268 
435, 441 
267,350 

02,333 
113,568 
1£0,M7 
106,077 

65,984 

274,192 
353,  !3S 
417,041 
397,739 
!40,51« 

l.OSS 

376 
1,10J 

858 

Milriit, 

piper. 
9,7t)l,P34 
12,4.>2,i03 
H,W7,282 

Pf»ot. 
324, 417 
272,958 
229,140 
240,926 

Pent. 
8,615 
5,457 
10,635 
23,665 

Pem$. 
06,582 
98,129 
73,616 

108,941 

Pe»u. 
38,784 
45,018 
82,181 
07,236 

Petot. 

68,883 
34,675 
88,800 
42,507 

1911  

1012  

1913  

CBILR. 

Lftmps: 

Iron  and  steel— 

66, 674 
85,912 
95,058 
73,905 

12,737 
14,248 
13,089 
10,304 
7,187 

70,449 
»T,7M 
114,390 
90,363 
37,  m 

6,770 
8,638 

r,m» 

10,780 
4,144 

26,181 
23,633 
30,300 
SS,214 
33,940 

1911  

1912  :  

771 
124 
1,077 

1913  

1014  

40,P38 

14?,  092 
:03,175 
214,725 
217, C93 
J28,t07 

1,088 
266 

1,004 
48 
7J0 

mirelt, 
papn. 
2,401,121 
3,005,937 
4,251,435 

Other  metals— 

1011  

1913  

405 

Ekclrlc  hand  lamps: 

1910  

110 
112 

60 

MitTtit. 

6,079,113 
0,368,801 

BRAZIL. 

Klectric  and  eleetrle.llgbtlng  ap- 
pamtuK 

MilreU, 
partr. 
20,628 
81,12» 
103,147 

Jdltreit, 
paper. 
14,10:4 
35,068 
75,  "18 

MUrei$, 

1/7^954 
2,635,280 
1,760,080 

Elcctrlo  lamps: 

1,471.271 
606,918 

121,7:3 

LiRhthouMS,  iUnmlnated  buoys, 
etc.: 

68,817 
50,490 
10, 7» 

37.'i,fiiO 

1912  

23/,  1-55 
lr,2,  N27 
Ib2,36a 

l,5f4,044 

l,N-''..(H'i 

1,5211,728 

12,177 



I!fl4a  

Lislitiiig  appliances: 

7S1,310 
6£0,675 

22,  lA!t 

25,213 

10. 40.1 

113,303 
119,669 
10.843 

290,821 
370,484 
330,719 

152, 790 
104,643 
187,442 

1013  

1913"  

 1  ........ 

Wafion  and  automobile  lamps: 

16,f41 
3,687 

1:6,351 
122,073 

Petot. 
10,030 
1^272 

Incandewcnt  mantles  (veo3  in- 
candiwenles): 

Lamps,  n.  a  s.: 

ifio  

Peaoi. 
11,673 
8.330 

Petot. 
13 

Petot. 
1.08S 

•m 

Pom. 
\,m 
im 

■  Fnvtalnul  flgnns.  Shan  of  cwtb  oomitfr  not  Kvallabto.    b  Not  abcnm  sqpaMtaly  ptiot  to  UUb 
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Countries,  yeara,  and  artldco. 

Total  tan- 
portB. 

0«nnao7. 

Austria- 
Hungary. 

Nether- 
lands. 

TTnited 
Kingdom. 

United 
States. 

mv, 

iDcanoMimit  mtpti 

£ 

4,«0 

0,103 
7,023 
8,101 

BltCttM. 

IS,  606 
26,062 

DeOan. 
M,318 
135,  §01 
116,786 
188,084 
laSfXU 

Peaot. 
704,912 
681,576 
M^«7B 

184,838 

ObUma. 
30,  U9 

DeOm. 
16,610 

1,607 

£ 

3,676 
3,H5 
6,579 
4,671 

Smcra. 
6,175 
7,944 
9,124 

Dtlbtrt. 
23,262 
41,345 
69,817 
76,094 
71,287 

Paot. 
274,798 
282,739 
188,  SM 

Sotttmt. 

£ 

92 
3(0 

03 
283 

Svcitl. 
880 
1,!34 
1,343 

DoQar: 
619 

m 

«H 
188 
450 

Pom. 
26,417 
1,003 
650 

£i>Ifnif«i. 

£ 

1,504 
?,085 
1,609 
2,96* 

Suettt. 
7,795 
15,002 
13,400 

DoOart. 
60,677 
64,39S 
43,051 

4^3a 

41^281 

PeiOM. 
3SO,01S 
397,902 
441, 9a 

mi  

lAinpamdiceMMriaai 

CUBA. 

ElcctrlG  lamM,  glass: 

Elsetrlo  hmadnwt  tamp: 
Lamps  and  lantoins: 

DoUor*. 
1,425 
1,304 
1,628 
2,193 
%075 

Poos. 
25,198 
26,078 

11,  MB 

SoUoarti. 

Doitau. 
5,044 
1,807 
2,256 
9,950 
8,540 

Pew. 
169 
«72 

BoUvaru. 

COSTA  XICA. 

Iaidds  aod  acoessorieK 

iSb  

Ootonm. 
5,097 

1.060 

Cblonta. 

Ootouet. 

Colovi, 
849 

DMm. 
403 

19 

Cdaiut. 

12,  on 

Lamps: 

OoUort. 

DoOan. 

DommcAV  ■Bruaua 
Lu^^laatenu,  and  partK 

106 

The  figures  for  Mexico  and  Venezuela  are  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  while  those  for  the  other  countries  are  by  calendar  years. 


HOATIGUiilUHAI.  COHSITIONS  IH  SOTTTEEBN  FRANCE. 

[ConsQl  General  A.  Gaulln,  Ifarseille,  Bept.  27.] 

Official  estimates  indicate  a  g^eral  fruit-crop  shortage  in  south- 
em  France  this  year.-  These  e^imates  are  as  foil  ows:  Olives,  40  per 
cent  normal;  almonds,  55  per  cent;  pears,  apples,  apricots,  and 
peaches,  50  per  cent;  lemons,  80  per  cent.  It  is  probable,  therefore, 
that  there  irill  be  a  good  dmand  for  American  dried  and  evaporated 
fruit 

Conditions  were  more  favorable  for  market-garden  products,  the 
production  being  about  70  per  cent  normal. 

The  local  production  of  flowers  is  estimated  at  60  per  cent  of  the 
usual  yield,  and  this  represents  an  enormous  loss  to  this  district. 
Prices  have  also  fallen,  owing  partly  to  the  closing  of  several  im- 
pcfftant  foreign  mftrkets. 
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WAA  FRIGES  IN  STAVAKaEB,  NOBWAT. 

[CoDSul  Maarlce  P.  Dunlap,  Stavanger,  Sept.  0.] 

A  salted  herring  costs  the  Stavanger  housekeeper  five  times  as 
much  to-day  as  it  did  in  July,  1914,  before  the  European  war  began. 
Flour,  salt,  and  sirup  cost  twice  as  much  as  before;  meat  a  third 
more.  Coal  has  advanced  more  than  one-half,  and  coke  has  doubled 
in  price.  Ordinary  clothing  costs  from  10  to  15  per  cent  more  than 
formerlj^,  while  Norwegian  wool,  which  is  raised  in  great  quantities 
in  this  district,  has  nearly  doubled  in  price. 

Especially  has  the  c|uestion  of  the  cost  of  milk  caused  d^ussion 
here  recently.  The  price,  which  was  already  considered  high  before 
the  war,  when  it  was  $0,038  a  quart,  is  now  5  cents.  The  r^^ulation 
of  this  price  is  to  be  taken  up  by  the  food  commission,  which  has 
established  maximum  prices  for  many  commodities. 

This  section  has  undoubtedly  the  best  sheep-raising  land  in  Nor- 
way, and  produces  considerable  quantities  of  both  lamb  and  wooL 
The  price  of  lamb  last  year  ranged  from  about  $0.12  to  $0,146  a 
pound,  according  to  quality.  Now  it  ran^  from  $0.17  to  $0,195. 
Native  wool,  which  was  formerly  $0,485,  is  now  $0.85  to  $0.97  per 
pound.  Attempts  have  been  made  by  this  consulate  to  find  a  market 
lor  American  wool,  but  prohibitive  freight  rates  have  prevented 
Ajnerican  competition,  although  Norway  nas  since  purchased  wool 
from  Argentina. 

Increased  Prices  for  Articles  In  Food  Supply. 

Kye,  which  is  the  most  commonly  used  flour  for  bread  ma^ng  in 
Stavanger,  was  $0,022  a  pound  last  year,  but  is  now  $0,048.  Wheat 
flour  has  gone  up  from  $0.03  to  $0,051,  and  oatmeal  from  $0,029  to 
$0,055  a  pound.  Coffee  is  practically  the  onlj^  staple  article  of  general 
consumption  which  has  not  changed  in  price  during  the  war.  A 
pound  of  chocolate  or  cacao  costs  $0,024  more  to-day  than  it  did  in 
July,  1914.  Sugar  has  advanced  ^m  $0.06  to  $0,085  a  pound,  and 
would  undoubtedly  go  higher  if  this  had  not  been  set  as  a  maximum 
price  by  the  food  commission.  Sirup  has  gone  from  $0,024  to  6  cents 
a  pound,  while  salt  has  advanced  from  12  to  24  cents  per  measure  of 
20  Hters  (18.16  quarts). 

Fresh  fruit  is  always  expensive  in  Stavanger  and  is  not  so  gener- 
ally eaten  as  in  America,  apples,  oranges,  bananas,  etc.,  being  pur- 
chased by  weight  rather  than  by  number.  Prunes  and  raisins  are 
much  more  generally  eaten.  These  formerly  ranged  in  price  from 
$0,085  to  $0,097,  but  are  now  $0,146  a  pound. 

AVhile  apples  are  bought  by  weight,  coal  is  bought  by  measure,  the 
ordinary  householder  here  purchasing  it  in  small  quantities.  A 
bushel  of  coal  has,  during  the  past  year,  advanced  from  $0,189  to 
$0,292.  There  is  an  extra  charge  for  delivery  at  the  house.  A  bushel 
of  coke,  which  formerly  ranged  in  price  from  $0,112  to  $0,122,  now 
costs  from  $0,236  to  $0,246.  Petroleum,  however,  has  advanced  but 
httle. 

Hontewlves  ITrged  to  Practice  Greater  Economy. 

The  Stavanger  Aftenblad  is  urging  greater  economy  for  house- 
wives of  the  district  A  greater  use  of  potatoes,  carrots,  and  .kohl'^ 
rabi,  which  are  plentiful  at  this  season,  is  suggested;  ubo  a  more 
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general  use  of  "  blood  foods."  Much  good,  clean  blood  is  wasted  at 
the  municipal  ^ughterhouse  which,  mixed  with  meal,  might  be  made 
into  sausage  and  other  palatable  dishes.  The  paper  is  getting  out 
a  cookbooK  for  "  blood-food  dishes  "  which,  it  says,  are  *"cheap  and 
savory." 

CAKADIAH  BAnEnre  XiaiTBES  FOS  WAB  TEAB. 

[Consol  Julias  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Oct.  2.] 


To  show  the  effect  of  a  year  of  war  on  the  banks  of  Canada,  the 
Monetary  Times,  Toronto,  October  1,  publishes  the  following  figures 
from  the  August  reports  of  the  22  banks  holding  Dominion  diarters : 


Veal's  In- 

AQgtl3t,m9. 

August,  1914. 

er«ase(+}or 

deorMM{-). 

»3ns,os-i,418 

-  1.1 

+  8.007 

7:^.  ;iJ,:35 

■,  -;s.i33 

-  8.1 

■■,  145 

;i-i,-32 

-  6.3 

-1'.,(L'",t30 

+17.9 

71,^-1-1,-65 

i:.'  45 

+  2.8 

liO,G07,(i77 

W),  iiiS,  473 

+25.0 

-13.1 

Including  $128,109,996  deposited  abroad,  the  deposits  of  Canada's 
banks  aggregate  $1,154,712,796.  Without  foreign  deposits,  the  Au- 
gust total  of  deposits  is  the  largest  on  record  for  that  montii. 


CONVEKnON  OK  UmNO  LAWS. 

[AnDOUDcemait  of  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines.] 

A  convention  that  will  act  on  recommendations  regarding  a  general 
revision  of  the  Federal  mining  laws  will  meet  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
on  December  16.  All  the  known  mining  societies  in  the  United 
States  have  been  invited  to  send  delegates,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
mining  industry  will  be  so  well  represented  that  tlie  action  of  the 
convention  will  be  regarded  as  expressing  the  wishes  of  the  industry. 

Some  of  the  resolutions  that  will  come  before  the  convention  will 
recommend  the  fixing  of  a  reasonable  term  of  years  beyond  which 
placer  claims  shall  be  immune  from  attack  on  the  ground  of  fraud, 
full  privilege  of  appeal  in  all  cases  of  contests  over  locations,  record- 
ing of  notices  of  mining  locations  so  as  to  insure  piiljlic  notice,  the 
abolishment  of  the  law  of  the  apex,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Gov- 
emment  commission,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  to  investigate  and  to 
make  recommendations  as  a  basis  for  the  revision  of  the  mining  law. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Bomestic  Commerce. 

Kew  Tork,  Soom  409  ITnlted  States  Customhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  TTnlted 
Statet  Customhouse;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Bulldlner;  St.  Louis,  408  Third  National 
Bank  Building;  Atl&nta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  ITew  Orleans,  1020  Hlbcmla 
Bmnk  Building;  San  IYadcIsco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Al&ska 
Bnildlmc.  GooperatiTfl  branoh  offices :  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Clncln- 
■ati,  Ohamber  of  Oomaene;  Lm  Aagelei,  Chamber  of  CommeToe;  Detroit,  Board 
«t  0«anwne;  nuadel^liift,  Ohamber  of  Cemauroe. 
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FOREIGN  TRADE  OPPORTTJlSnTIES. 

[Wbere  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  muv  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  or  Its  brKncK 

olttceii.] 

Shelter  tents,  No.  ISSll. — Tlip  Bureau  has  received  n  letter  from  a  novermnent 
contractor  fn  the  Near  Kast  wlio  states  that  he  Is  In  a  iM)sltio!i  to  handle  a 
large  nunil>er  of  shelter  tents  of  standard  model  complete,  with  aluminuD) 
e3'elets,  the  price  of  which  must  not  be  more  th&n  12.50  francs.  A  sample, 
with  full  particulars  ns  to  price,  time  of  delivery,  conditions  of  payment, 
Iwnds,  etc..  should  ho  sent  immedlntely.  The  price  must  include  commission. 
A  technical  description  in  French  shonld  accompany  the  sample  and  form 
part  of  the  contract 

Hardicarc,  No.  18812. — Ttie  Bureau  has  received  from  a  commercial  organization 
in  this  country  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  la  Cuba  who  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  Of  hardware  of  all  kinds.  He  is  will- 
ing to  furnish  first-class  references  upon  request 

Leather,  tkread,  etc..  No.  18S13. — ^A  commercial  oi^nizatlon  In  the  United 
States  Informs  the  Bureau  that  a  business  man  in  Serbia  desires  to  repre- 
aeat  American  manufacturers  of  machinery,  sole  leathers,  chevreanx. 
wooden  nails  for  shoemakers,  prepared  sklfVs  for  opankes  (a  kind  of  shoe 
for  peasants),  cotton  thread,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  in  ShigUah. 
Be  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  at  once. 

MaoMnery,  No.  18S14.— A  man  In  Bussla  desires  to  rec^re  catalogues  and  fall 
particulars  relative  to  automatic  machinery  for  the  mauufoctnte  of  sheet- 
iron  water  buckets  about  0.S  millimeter  in  thicknesa 

Eleotrie-Hffht  carboiu.  No.  18815.— The  comm«cial  attach^  of  the  Departm«i^  of 
Commerce  in  France  states  that  an  electrical  supply  firm  In  that  country 
desires  to  commnnlcate  with  Amwican  manufacturers  or  exporters 
electric-Ilght  carbons  for  street  lighting. 

Toya,  gaities,  etc..  No.  18816.— The  commercial  attache  of  the  D^iHUtment  of 
Commerce  In  London  has  referred  to  the  Bureau  a  letter  from  a  business 
firm  in  England  expressing  Its  desire  to  represent  American  mannfacturers 
or  exporters  of  toys  (wood  and  tin),  games,  etc. 

FuUet't  earth.  No.  18817.— The  Bnrean  is  informed  by  the  commercial  attache 
of  the  Department  of  Ccmunerce  In  England  that  a  man  In  that  country 
desires  to  communicate  with  American  firms  who  wish  to  Import  fuller's 
earth. 

Foodstuffg,  No.  18818. — ^The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  the  commercial  agent  In 
charge  of  Its  branch  office  in  New  York  that  the  representative  of  an  export 
house  doing  husiness  In  Greece  Is  Interested  In  securing  agencies  from 
American  Arms  for  preserved  provisions,  sausages,  soups,  pea,  and  similar 
articles  of  food. 

Macninerjt,  No.  1S819.— The  Bureau  has  received  a  letter  from  a  business  man 
In  Argentina  who  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  information  regard- 
ing machines  for  loading,  weighting,  and  sewing  sacks  containing  l  kilo 
of  sugar. 

Lumber,  hcans.  No.  1SS20. — ^The  Bureau  has  received  a  letter  from  a  repre- 
sentiittve  of  an  export  firm,  doing  business  In  the  levant,  expressing  his 
desire  to  commimicate  with  American  dealers  or  exporters  in  lumber 
(chleHy  spruce  and  pine,  in  boards  and  square  hewn  logs),  and  in  edible 
beans. 

Pharmaccuticfil  preparations,  No.  18821. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
France  has  transmitted  the  names  of  a  number  of  business  men  In  his  dis- 
trict who  desire  to  represent  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  phar- 
maceutical preparations. 

Bamess  and  saddlery.  No.  18822. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland 
writes  that  a  business  firm  in  his  districts  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  saddlery  and  harness.  Tlie  firm  is  In  a  position  to  keep 
a  large  stock  of  supplies  on  hand  which  It  would  sell  either  on  a  commission 
basis  or  on  its  own  account  Catalogues,  price  lists,  etc,  should  be  sent 
immediately.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Reference  is  given. 
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Machinery,  No.  18823. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man 
in  Argentina  who  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
machines  tor  pressing  and  cuttins  sugar  "Ingots."  20  by  24  mlllimetmt 
thl(^  and  188  millimeters  long, 

JPoUuHum  bromide.  No.  18824. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Denmark 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desirai  to  establish  business  connections 
with  American  manufacturers  of  potassium  bromid&  Ttie  firm  is  willing 
to  pay  cosh  against  documents  in  New  York.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
Ei^lish. 

Galvanised  aheet*  and  natU,  No.  18825.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Chile 
reports  that  a  municipal  officer  In  his  district  desires  to  secure  prices  per 
ton,  on  corrugated  galTanized  sheets,  24  and  26  gauge,  from  6  to  10  feet 
lotns ;  and  of  nails  with  lead  heads  for  attaching  these  slieets. 

Toilet  articles.  No.  18826. — An  American  consular  officer  tu  England  reports  that 
a  firm  Id  bis  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices  of  toilet  arti- 
cles, such  as  hair  brushes,  combs,  toilet  soaps,  and  cotton  and  paper  towels. 

Zinc  white,  No.  18827. — A.  business  man  in  Denmark  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  to  r^resent  an  American  manufocturer  or  eximrter 
of  zinc  white.  He  states  that  while  he  desires  to  secure  the  exclusive  repre- 
seotatlon  of  some  firm,  he  is  willing  to  buy  on  his  own  account  Samples 
should  be  accompanied  by  analyaea 

Sops,  No.  18828. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile  transmits  the  name  and 
address  of  a  man  in  his  district  who  desires  to  receive  samples  and  prices  of 
hops  similar  in  quality  to  the  Bavarian  baipa.  Thc^  should  be  packed  In 
1-pound  packages. 

Cotton  goods.  No.  18829. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Denmark  has  trans- 
mitted the  name  of  a  business  man  In  his  district  who  desires  to  purchase 
American-made  cotton  goods  of  all  kluds.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
BngllBh. 

Owns,  No.  18S30.~A  Arm  In  India  has  Informed  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American  importers  of  gum  arable, 
Persian,  and  other  guma 

Cutlery,  No.  18831. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports  that  a 
firm  in  bis  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices  of  razors  and 
scissors  for  the  hairdressers'  trade.  If  possible,  prices  should  be  quoted 
c.  i.  f.  British  ports,  in  English  currency. 

Motor  Ao«e  truck.  No.  18832.— The  Bureau  is  informed  by  an  American  consnlar 
officer  in  Chile  that  a  representative  of  a  fire  company  in  his  district  desires 
to  receive  illui^rated  catalogues,  prices,  etc.,  of  motor  hose  trucks,  the  reel 
of  which  is  o|)erated  by  power  other  than  band.  Corre^ondeuce  in  Spanish 
Is  preferred,  but  English  may  be  used. 

Nitrate  of  silver  crystals.  No.  18833. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Denmark 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  large  quantities  of 
crystals  of  nitrate  of  silver.  Corref^ndence  may  be  In  Ei^lish. 

Hair  nets.  No.  18834. — A  firm  In  China  has  informed  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  is  in  a  position  to  supply  hair  nets  of  the  best  qualityg 
Gorrei^ndence  may  be  in  English. 

Machinery,  cement,  etc..  No.  18886.— The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American 
consular  officer  in  Chile  that  a  firm  of  building  contractors  in  his  district 
desires  to  secure  at  once  catalogues,  prices,  etc.,  of  cement;  concrete  ma- 
chinery ;  machines  for  making  cement  blocks,  bricks,  tiles,  etc. ;  metal  laths ; 
steet  beams  of  various  kinds  for  substantial  three  and  four  story  buildings ; 
and  mat^lals  for  making  concrete  floor  coverings. 

OOelof  A,  mbder  shoes,  etc.  No.  18886.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Den* 
mark  rqMMts  ttiat  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  American-made 
oilcloth,  rubber  shoes,  and  waterproof  clotfaing.  He  states  thst  he  deals 
entirely  on  a  cash  basis  and  Is  able  to  furnish  flrst-closs  references.  Got- 
reqwodence  may  be  in  EngUsh. 
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COKHEBCE  THBOUOH  THE  SATTIT  STE.  KABIE  CAKAIS. 

,  The  following  taMes  show  the  quantity  of  each  of  the  principal 
commodities  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  through  :the 
United  States  and  the  Canadian  Saiut  Ste.Marie  (Soo)  Canals  during 
September  and  for  the  season,  until  September  30,  1914,  and  1915: 

IFrom  a  report  oT  tbs  United  State}  englaaer  hi  ch^r^e  ol  tti3  Uoltei  States  canal  at  Saolt  Ste.  Marie, 

Mich.) 

FOR  SEPTEMBER. 


AxtbAta. 

United  States  canal. 

Canadian  canal. 

Total  both  canals. 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1S15 

KASTBOUND. 

Copper  short  tons.. 

0,628 
3,102,896 
1,226  510 
1,H9,937 

2,13S 
58,140 
6,211,090 

ifi.aol 

1,953 

13,751 
4,915,551 
856  062 
6,925.276 
2,214 
58,349 
14,070,491 

27,161 
(«J 

331 

2,487,116 
354,730 
3, 739,871 

3,308 
1,538,351 
350,440 
873,689 
3,150 
5,371 
10,503,477 

11,301 

<«) 

6,959 
6,590,011 
1,581,240 
5, 289,  SOS 
2,138 
59,965 
21,609,610 

31,251 
3,047 

16,119 
6,453,903 
1, 212, 501 
7,798,965 
4,364 
83,720 
26,473,908 

38,643 
<«) 

Wheat  bushels.. 

General  merchandise,  short 
tons  

1,819 
15,458,520 

16,990 
1,005 

VKSrSOOMD. 

CocU.sott  do.... 

142,063 
1,427,127 
10,380 
145 
66,800 

103,048 
1,420 

171,410 
1,493,836 
13,307 

20,847 
396,475 
4,901 

8,150 
59,600 
6,030 

162,910 
1,723,602 
16,281 
145 
69,038 

137,076 
2,794 

174,560 
1,663.436 
18,337 

IfBDUlBotuied  Iron  do  

Salt  do.,.. 

Oeneral  meicbandise,  short 

85,917 

167,358 
1,826 

3,828 

84,038 
1,374 

1,400 

34,911 

1,339 

87,317 

£02.2ag 

2,665 

Total  freight: 

£a3tboujid,Bbort  tons . 
Westbound  do  

Both  ways. .do  

Vessel  passages  number.. 

Registered  twrnage  net.. 

2,055,978 
1,692,653 

7, 731,306, 
1,858,799 

4,312,430 
356,655 

1,280.406 
103,881 

6,368,408 
2,049,308 

9,017,771 
1,961,680 

3, 748,631 

9,590,105 

4,669,085  1  1,389,349 

8,417,716 

10,970, 4S1 

1,846 
3,654,372 

2,521 
7,372,202 

850 
2,851,631 

oao 

1,403,407 

2,696 
6,403,003 

3,141 
8,n5,60» 

BIX  UONTHB  ENDraa  SEPT.  30. 

EASTDOtTNO. 

Copper  short  tons.. 

45,401 
16,503,435 
5,201,562 
7,463,484 
11,513 
334.679 
19,341,784 

133,618 
15.349 

84,287 
15,182,954 
3,57H,119 
31,917,863 
2.214 
318,819 
46,016,570 

118,302 

C) 

1,830 
21,442,093 
1,523.890 
18,459,518 
2,300 
13,500 
^303,079 

67,490 
12, 197 

11,080 
10,321,399 
1,513,988 
1,843,800 
4,700 
84,249 
30,523,156 

93,069 
{*) 

47,337 
37,045,528 
6,725,452 
35,023,002 
13,713 
348,248 
81,645,763 

201, 114 
27, 5« 

05.373 
25,504,353 
5,001.107 
33,701,753 
6,914 
353,068 
66,538.726 

211,371 

C) 

Iron,  pig  ....do  

General  merchandise,  short 

Passengers  .  .    .   nnmlvir. . 

WESTBOUND, 

Coal,  hard  short  tons.. 

1,314,114 
8,060,336 
512 

1,410,101 
7,843,098 
100 
31,250 

275,387 
1,047,897 
ISO 

88,033 

1,580,501 
9.714.223 
662 

1,448,734 
8,106,003 
100 
31,39) 

134,137 
431, 170 

853.373 
23,950 

Hanu&ctm«d  Iron,  short 

130,030 
504,473 

525,565 
13,697 

120,975 
463,900 

681,739 
12. 475 

47,583 
01,204 

273,738 
10,323 

13, 103 
18,270 

190,630 
11,484 

177,613 
665,730 

799,300 
30,019 

Salt  barrels.. 

General  merchandise,  short 

Total  freight: 

EastlMund. short  tons. 
Westbound  do  

Botb  iray8..do  

9,674,504 
10,111,756 

34,751,977 
10,1%,  459 

20,994,043 

2,253,372 

2,987,761 
507,400 

30,668,547 
12,365,128 

87,739,7S5 
10,643,865 

19,788,280 

44.858,436 

23,247.415 

3,495,1G7 

43,033,075 

48,383,603 

Veasd  passt^  ntunbar.. 

Regtotered  tonnage  net.. 

9,705 
1^558,261 

12,139 
33,703,878 

4,8S1 
14,443,407 

2,768 
4,875,120 

u,sso 

33,001,748 

14,907 
38,S78.9K 

o  Returns  not  received.  ^  Returns  incomplete. 


NoTX.— The  United  Stales  canal  opened  on  Apr.  30, 1014,  and  im  Apr.  17, 1915.  Tbe  Canadian  coml 
<Vened  on  Apr.  20, 1014,  and  on  Apr.  13, 1915. 

WASHINGTON  I  GOTSBHHBHT  FBIHXHHI  OF»IC«  I IMI 
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HOBmCATION  OF  ITATJAN  EMBAEOO  ON  TOMATO  PASTE. 

[Consul  General  David  F.  Wllber,  Sept  25.  1015.J 

According  to  an  announcement  of  the  Italian  Minister  of  Com- 
merce, the  e.Yportation  of  tomato  paste  from  Italy  is  now  permitted 
to  the  countries  of  North  and  South  America,  as  well  as  to  a  limited 
number  of  other  countries.  [As  stated  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No. 
17,  p.  139,  the  Italian  embargo  list  was  extendi  to  cover  all  food 
proaucts,  raw  or  prepared,  by  a  decree  of  June  13, 1915.] 


LACE  OF  SHIFFINa  FACILITIES  AT  ADEN. 

[Consul  WUUam  J.  Grace,  Aden,  BrltUb  Arabia,  Sept  3.] 

The  agent  of  the  Union  Castle  Line  informed  mo  the  other  day 
that  he  has  orders  not  to  accept  cargo  for  transshipment  to  the  United 
States.  By  paying  the  rate  from  Calcutta  to  England  merchants  at 
Aden  may  secure  space  in  ships  of  the  Union  Castle  Line.  It  is 
assumed  if  the  Calcutta,  merchants  will  pay  more  they  will  get  the 
space.   

HASSWASE  SHOBTAQE  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

[Sydney  Herald,  Sept  15.] 

Most  of  the  hardware  houses  are  short  of  general  ironmongery,  and 
many  lines  of  hollow  ware  are  almost  unobtainable  in  quantities  for 
immediate  delivery.  During  the  past  few  days  Sydney  merchants 
have  been  obliged  to  buy  in  the  Melbourne  market  at  advanced  rates. 


EXFOBTATIOir  OF  BSITISH  WOOI  PEBMITTED. 

[Telegmm  from  American  Consnl  General,  Tendon,  Oct  15,  1915.] 

Announcement  made  that  consideration  will  be  given  to  applica- 
tions for  licenses  to  export  tops  of  crossbred  or  other  wool,  except 
merino,  to  allied  and  neutral  countries,  under  satisfactory  guaranty. 
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BEGEBTT  AMESIGAV  TRADE  STATISTICS. 


The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  endine 
October  16,  ldl5.  at  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States  were  as  foUows: 


Dtotrtota. 

laporto. 

Dntfes 
ooUocUPl. 

Exports. 

KJ 

S2,4oa,eii 

3»,oeo 

1. 979, 713 

It,  Ml,  037 

%  650, $19 

44,3C7,898 

1,S?8,  R37 

341,107 

2,614,745 

435,383 

41,751 

4,90S,Ua 

39,058 

1,460 

1,173,833 

i,m,m 

9,23e 

S,345,3SS 

23,  fat 

1,927 

S,  122,672 

S,089,63S 

99,376 

1,063,700 

1,000,600 

27,932 

1,679,338 

»e,3oo 

39,089 

1,575,638 

GS0,6OB 

93,258 

ft44,9U 

25,459 

8,310.609 

»,  78^065 

S,4fS,383 

7a,eM,«B3 

The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ending  October  16  in  the  13  customs  districts 
of  $43,912,598.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  91  per  cent  of 
the  import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  uie  transac- 
tions in  July,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  October  16  amounted  to 
146,661  bales,  making  the  total  since  Aug^  1,  1915,  approximately 
958,145  bales. 


BI&  WHEAT  CROP  OF  HEW  SOUTH  WAXES. 

[ConsDl  neoeral  J.  I.  Drlttaln,  Sydney,  Australia.  Sept.  15.1 

Recently  published  Government  statistics  place  the  area  sown 
to  wheat  in  New  South  Wales  this  year  at  5,138,000  acres,  which 
exceeds  by  980,423  acres  any  previous  area  sown  to  wheat  in  New 
South  Wales.  In  1914  the  area  was  4,157,577  acres,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  excessive  drought  the  yield  was  very  low. 

There  has  been  a  special  effort  made  to  increase  the  area  of  wheat 
sown  this  year,  particularly  on  account  of  a  guaranteed  price  of  is. 
{97  cents)  per  bushel  by  the  Government  for  all  wheat  grown  on 
new  land  this  year.  It  appears  that  this  Government  bonus  will 
apply  to  wheat  grown  from  about  980,423  acres. 

Not  only  is  the  acreage  sown  to  wheat  this  year  the  highest  in  the 
history  of  New  South  Wales,  but  from  present  indications  the  crop 
will  also  be  a  record  one.  It  is  estimated  that  as  much  as  1,100,000 
acres  may  be  cut  for  hay,  on  account  of  the  stocks  of  last  year's  hay 
being  depleted  by  the  drought.  Tlie  estimates  for  the  1915-16 
wheat  crop  place  the  yield  at  52,000.000  to  60,000,000  bushels,  the 
highest  previous  yield  having  been  38,020,381  bushels  in  1913-14. 


The  manufacture  of  banana  powder  is  to  be  undertaken  by  a 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  firm.  This  and  the  production  of  banana  "figs" 
are  important  indnstaies  of  the  West  Indies,  and  have  frequently 
been  described  in  Gohxxbct  Refobts;  see  the  issoes  for  July  IS 
and  October  28, 1911,  June  12, 1912,  October  1, 191S,  and  Jmie  8, 
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ITEW  CK)V£BNHENT  PmUCATIONS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C.,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  tlie  week  ended  October  10  the  fol- 
lowing new  United  States  Government  publications  of  a  business 
character,  which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

The  Kational-Bank  Act  as  Amcndctl—Thc  Federal  Reserve  Act  and  Other 
I^ws  Relating  to  Nntionnl  Ranks,  edition  of  July  1,  1015.— Briajfing  the  laws 
covering  banking  and  currencj'  in  the  United  States  up  to  date,  including  the 
original  natlonol-bank  act,  the  Aldrich-Vreelaml  Act,  the  Federal  reserve  act, 
and  all  amendments  thereto.   Price,  pajKT,  2~w;  cloth,  50c. 

Japanese  Cotton  Goods  Industry  and  Trade — Special  Consular  Reports  74, 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — (Covering  present  status  of  com- 
panies, output,  exports,  mill  production,  markets.   Price,  5e. 

Directory  of  American  SairmilU — Miscellaneous  Series  27,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Etomestic  Commerce. — List  of  sawmills  In  the  United  States  arranged  by 
States,  with  tables  giving  quantity  turned  out  by  each  mill,  etc.   Price,  25c. 

Financial  Development  in  f^oiUh  American  Countries — Special  Agents  Series 
103,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — Covering  financial  conditions 
In  South  American  countries,  embracing  Government  credits,  banking,  emergency 
measures,  etc.   Price,  5c. 

Legal  ^Veigltt8  (in  pounds)  per  Bushel  of  Various  Commodities,  Standards 
Bureau  Circular  10,  reprint.— Olvlng  practical  tobies  showing  weights  In  pounds 
of  commodities  commonly  used  In  the  household.   Price,  5c. 

Analyzed  Irons  and  Steels — Methods  of  Analysis,  Standards  Bureau  Circular 
14,  reprint— Covering  analysis  of  irons  and  steels,  descriptions  of  methods,  etc. 
Price,  3a 

MathematicB  in  the  Lower  and  Middle  Commercial  and  Industrial  Sctiools  of 
Various  Countries  Represented  In  the  Inlernutional  Commission  on  the  Teach- 
ing of  Mathematics,  Education  Bureau  Bulletin  35,  1915. — Articles  on  the  teach- 
ing of  mathematics  In  commercial  and  industrial  scliools,  under  countries, 
arranged  alphabetically,  covering  methoils,  synopsis  of  courses,  etc.   Price,  15c. 

Some  t'oi'cign  Educational  Surveys — Education  Bureau  Bulletin  37,  1915. — 
Educational  Surveys  in  Switzerland,  England,  Belgium,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Ger- 
many, Austria,  Frauce,  New  South  Wales,  Sweden,  New  Zealand,  and  Canada. 
Price,  10c. 

Oysters:  The  Food  that  Has  Xot  "Gone  Up,"  A  Little  of  Their  History  and 
Flow  to  Cook  Them,  Bureau  of  Fisheries  Economic  Circular  18. — Interesting 
dissertation  on  the  oyster  as  a  food,  covering  Its  history,  culture,  etc.,  witli  many 
valuable  recliies.    Price,  5c. 

Clicmical  Composition,  of  American  Food  Materials,  Experiment  Station 
Bulletin  23,  reprint. — A  practical  work  on  the  value  of  American  food  materials, 
covering  animal  and  vegetable  foods,  giving  maximum,  minimum,  and  average 
composition,  etc.,  of  value  In  teaching  domestic  science.  Price,  10c. 

The  Southern  Cypress,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  272. — Embracing  geo- 
grapbicftl  and  commercial  range,  present  supply  and  annual  cut,  properties  and 
use  of  wood,  markets,  and  prices,  life  history  oC  the  tree,  etc.   Price,  20c. 

FormxUa  iw  Calculating  Interest  on  Farm  Equipment,  Agriculture  D^art- 
ment  Circular  53. — Practical  method  of  conu)uting  Interest  occruing  from  use  of 
figrlcultural  implements  and  equipment.   Price,  5c. 

trNCHARTED  BOCKS  IN  EAST  EIVEE. 

A  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  party  making  a  wire- 
drag  survey  of  the  main  channel  of  East  River,  N.  Y.,  reports  a, 
draff  survey  of  the  main  channel  of  East  River,  New  York,  reports  a 
number  of  uncharted  rocks  dangerous  at  low  water  to  the  deeper- 
draft  vessels  now  using  the  channel  northeastward  and  eastward  of 
Bikers  Island.  One  of  the  most  important  is  a  sharp  pinnacle  rock, 
with  a  least  depth  of  21  feet  and  surrounding  depths  or  40  to  62  feet, 
which  lies  near  the  middle  of  the  channel.  A  detailed  description  of 
the  rocks  is  given  in  Commerce  Kotice  to  Mariners,  Ko.  43,  of  1915. 
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TEE  OEBXAir  HO?  CHOP  OF  1915. 

[Consul  C.  S.  Winans,  Nuremberg.  Sept  18.] 

As  the  picking  of  the  German  hop  crop  of  1915  is  nearly  com- 
pleted, it  IS  now  possible  to  use  the  opinions  of  experts  for  a  ccun- 
parison  with  the  crop  of  1914,  an  account  of  present  sales,  and  a 
consideration  of  prospects  for  the  future. 

At  planting  time  fenrs  were  expressed  in  many  quarters  that  hop 
growers  would  materially  restrict  their  plantings  and  devote  the  land 
to  other  products  from  which  the  prospects  of  making  profits  might 
seem  more  flattering.  The  result  has  shown  that  these  surmisings 
had  a  real  foundation,  for  the  area  devoted  to  hop  raising  in  Ger- 
many has  decreased  from  08,410  acres  in  1914  to  about  57,(XK)  acres  in 
the  present  season,  i.  e.,  about  17  per  ceat. 
Tield  Smaller,  but  of  Good  Qnallty. 

In  1914  there  were  produced  51,120,500  pounds  of  hops  in  Ger- 
many and  42,050,800  pounds  in  Austria-Hungary.  The  1915  crop  in 
the  former  country  is  now  estimated  at  ^13,000,000  to  34,000,000 
pounds  and  in  the  latter  at  22,000,000  to  23,000,000  pounds,  and  even 
at  21,000,000  pounds  by  one  expert.  It  is  therefore  apparent  that 
the  present  German  hop  yield  is  only  about  two-thirds  as  large  as 
that  of  last  year,  and  in  Austria-Hungary  the  crop  is  only  ^>out 
half  as  large. 

As  compensation  for  the  disappointing  quantity  it  is  noted  that 
the  quality  is  generally  good  if  not  excellent.   The  plant  is  very 

green  in  color,  but  is  somewhat  lighter  in  weight  than  in  1914. 
However,  the  demand  has  diminished  in  about  the  same  proportion 
as  the  quantity  has  declined,  due  to  the  large  supplies  laid  in  by 
brewers  from  the  abundant  1914  harvest.  This  has  affected  prices 
unfavorably,  and  these  now  range,  according  to  sort  and  quali^, 
between  $8.65  and  $14  per  100  pounds,  original  cost. 
Vatnre  Course  of  Market  Doubtful. 

If  we  roughly  estimate  the  present  crop  in  Germany  at  33,000,000 
pounds  and  in  Austria-Hungary  at  22,000,000  pounds,  and  the  pres- 
ent needs  of  brewers  in  both  countries  at  33,000,000  pounds,  this 
would  leave  a  surplus  of  about  22,000,000  pounds,  which  under  nor- 
mal conditions  would  be  exported.  At  present,  however,  Switzer- 
land, Holland,  and  Scandinavia  offer  the  only  markets,  and  even 
this  traffic  is  considerably  impeded  by  the  imperial  prohibition  of 
the  exportation  of  jute,  from  which  nop  bags  are  made.  Another 
unfavorable  circumstance  is  the  fact  that  the  brewers  in  these  coun- 
tries also  made  large  purchases  of  last  year's  crop. 

It  is  now  impossible  to  predict  what  the  future  market  will  be. 
Even  if  the  German  brewers,  either  from  patriotic  motives  or  from 
a  farsighted  prudence,  decide  to  buy  up  all  the  German  crop  that 
can  not  now  be  exported,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  present  low  prices 
will  advance.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  will 
sink  still  lower.  This  unfavorable  state  of  things  for  the  hop  grower 
will  doubtless  continue  until  a  sure  prospect  of  peace  shall  appear, 
when  it  is  probable  that  the  prices  will  suddenly  rise,  for  the  growers 
will  then  prepare  to  meet  the  demands  of  their  regular  foreign 
markets. 

lEarlier  references  to  the  German  and  Austrian  hop  crops  appeared  daring 
the  current  year  In  Gouhebcb  BEpons  for:  Gennaiir— Apr.  SO  and  Jnna  19; 
Austrta-HDOguyWuly  SO  and  Sept  18  and  ST.] 
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scovouic  coHintTioirs  m  Sweden. 

[TransIatlOB  from  the  Swcdlsli  press,  prepared  In  tho  American  Legation,  Stockbolm, 

Avtg.  10.1 

It  is  now  a  Tvhole  year  since  the  war  upset  the  regular  order  of 
eTents.  If  we  ask  how  conditions  are  in  Sweden  after  this  year  of 
iRTar,  it  must  be  said  that  they  are  comparatively  good,  and  economic 
relations  with  foreign  countries  are  lar  more  favorable  now  than 
they  were  last  fall. 

Financiers  state  that  the  supply  of  money  is  enough  for  present 
wants.  Loans  that  have  been  taken  up  have  been  successful,  and 
financing  of  great  industries  has  been  better  than  expected.  Kates 
of  exchange  on  foreign  money,  especially  dollars,  pounds,  and  francs, 
were  for  a  time  very  high,  but  now  they  have  gone  down  in  Sweden's 
favor,  and  have  made  it  possible  for  Sweden  to  pay  many  debts  to 
foreign  countri^i  to  its  gi'eat  advantage,  and  Swedish  bonds  have 
beenrought  back  from  ouer  countries  at  a  gain.  The  stock  market 
is  low  and  all  papers  have  dropped  considerably,  but  the  Balkan 
war  had  already  started  this. 

A  Xade-in-Sweden  Campaign. 

There  have  been  few  failures  here,  owing  to  the  very  careful  and 
considerate  treatment  of  the  banks.  To  a  certain  extent  commerce 
nnd  industry  has  had  to  seek  different  channels,  but  has  adapted  itself 
pretty  well  to  the  present  circumstances.  In  spite  of  great  difiicul- 
ties  shippinff  has  been  a  source  of  considerable  income  to  Sweden. 
That  which  has  been  worst  here  is  the  great  expense  the  Government 
bns  had  and  the  marked  increase  in  food  prices.  It  is,  therefore,  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  the  crops  be  good  this  year,  and  the  out- 
look is  rather  bright  at  present. 

The  war  has  taught  Sweden  many  things  about  transit  trade,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  this  knowledge  will  be  applied  later.  After  the  war 
is  ended  it  is  expected  that  domestic  manufactures  will  have  to 
compete  very  strongly  with  foreign  goods  here  in  Sweden,  for  the 
countries  now  at  war  will  try  to  find  outlets  for  their  wares  in  the 
neutral  markets.  Therefore  the  people  here  are  being  admonished 
to  use  Swedish  goods  as  far  as  possible. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stockbolm,  Sept.  24.] 

Worl;  for  the  Tnemployed  In  Stockholm. 

The  labor  commission  which  has  to  do  with  the  unemployed  in  this 
city  iias  sent  a  memorandum  to  the  mayor  of  Stockholm  requesting 
that  the  unemployed  be  placed  in  a  position  to  manufacture  coconut 
mats.  It  is  also  suggested  that  they  be  so  organized  tliat  they  may 
be  placed  under  the  direct  management  of  some  laborer  whom  they 
may  choose  themselves.  It  is  proposed  that  something  like  $15.,OdO 
shall  be  expended  for  this  purpo^.  From  this  sum  it  is  proposed  to 
spend  $3,000  for  machines,  furniture,  and  rent  for  a  large  house  to 
work  in. 

The  percentage  of  unemployed  in  this  city  is  somewhat  greater 
than  last  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
tiiere  has  been  less  demand  for  labor.  On  the  whole,  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  country  at  large  has  not  been  augmented  by  exist- 
ing conditions. 
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HABEET  STATTTS  OF  SOtlTE  AimCAH  mODTTCTS. 

[Connil  B.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  BUtabcth,  Aag.  25.] 

There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the  general  condition  of  the 
market  for  South  African  products  during  the  last  few  months. 
After  the  flurry  in  April  and  May,  which  caused  a  noticeable  advance 
in  prices  of  ostrich  feathers  in  the  local  market,  another  dull  period 
set  in,  which  has  continued  practically  without  a  change  up  to  the 
present  time.  The  municipal  feather  market  resumed  sales  some 
little  time  ago  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Jime  29,  July  19,  Aug.  2, 
and  Sept.  8  and  17,  1915],  but  the  results  have  not  been  entirely 
satisfactory. 

One  of  the  principal  difficulties  experienced  on  the  local  market  is 
the  absence  of  any  sort  of  control  over  the  amount  of  feathers  offered 
for  sale.  This  is  e^>eciaUy  noticeable  during  periods  like  the  pres- 
ent, when  feather  vaiu^  are  down.  For  instance,  just  when  the  mar- 
ket was  slightly  improving  and  indications  were  more  hopeful  for 
future  trade,  an  enormous  quantity  of  feathera  was  placed  upon  the 
market  and  one  week's  sales  totaled  over  7  tons  in  weight.  This 
is  a  new  high  record  for  sales  in  any  South  African  market  for  one 
veek.  The  natural  result  was  that  the  next  week's  sales  were  ex- 
ceedingly small  and  prices  dropped  atxordingly. 

imited  States  Chief  BiiTer— Feather  Prloei. 

The  United  States  has  been  far  and  away  the  most  important 
customer  for  feathers  this  year.  Besides  large  direct  shipments, 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  feathers  shipped  to  England  have  been  re- 
exported to  the  United  States. 

Since  the  great  decline  in  prices  of  a  year  and  a  half  ago  the 
London  feather  market  has  been  practically  nonexistent  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  it  ever  again  assumes  the  importance  in  connection  with 
the  marketing  of  these  products  that  it  held  in  the  past.  Port 
Elizabeth  market  prices  are  the  standard  values  of  to-day,  should 
have  been  in  the  pastj  and  will  continue  to  be  in  the  future  unless 
some  other  South  African  port  secures  the  bulk  of  this  export  trade. 

The  following  are  the  latest  prices  per  pound  quoted,  but  they 
have  probably  been  exceeded  slightly  on  this  week's  sales:  "Wliites — 
superior  lots  $10.20-$  17. 25,  good  average  lots  $7.50^10,  poor  lots 
$4.25-$6;  inferior  whites  and  feminas,  $1.2o-$2.50;  fominas — supe- 
rior lots  $8.50-$13.50,  good  average  lots  $5-$7.50,  poor  lots  $3-$4.25; 
blacks,  drabs,  and  tails,  $0.50-$3;  spadonas,  $1.50-^5. 
Wool  Market  Firm. 

The  American  demand  has  been  almost  entirely  responsible  for 
the  firm  prices  which  have  been  obtained  on  the  Port  Elizabeth 
and  East  L4ondon  markets  for  almost  all  varieties  of  wool  of  reason- 
able quality.  There  is  no  trade  in  old  stocks  and  seedy  short  wools 
are  unsalable  except  at  very  low  prices.  The  demand  for  scoured 
wools  is  weaker.  Orange  Free  State  and  Transvaal  wools,  whkh 
have  been  placed  upon  this  market  during  the  past  season,  were 
much  below  the  average  on  account  of  the  drought.  While  rmina 
have  fallen  in  certain  sections  it  is  questionable  if  this  season's  wool 
production  is  not  adversely  affected  to  a  aimilar  or  evea  greater 
extent  than  last  season's  clips. 
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Following  are  the  latest  quotations,  expressed  in  American  cents 
per  pound,  on  the  local  markets:  Grassveldt  grease — long,  12  months 
(superior)!,  18-20,  medium,  9  to  10  months,  15-17,  short,  10-13; 
Karoo — ^!ong,  12  months,  15-18,  medium,  9  to  10  months,  12-15, 
short,  9-12;  Orange  Free  State  and  Transvaal  super  long,  14^16; 
Orange  Free  State — heavy,  9-12,  short  light  (free  or  fairly  free), 
lOJ-11^,  short  heavy  (or  seedy),  8-10;  Basutos,  12-12^,  coarse  and 
colored, 

Vohalr  Quotations. 

The  local  mohair  market  is  quiet  and  there  is  little  inquiry  for 
stocks  at  the  present  time.  This  is  not  surprising,  as  it  is  between 
seasons  and  there  is  a  small  amount  of  mohair  at  the  present  time  in 
Port  ^Elizabeth.  Seports  have  been  received  here  ot  the  death  of 
many  thousands  of  goats  because  of  the  drought  in  the  angora  sec- 
tions- If  the  morttuitT  be  anything  like  as  large  as  reported  the 
amount  of  angora  wool  produced  this  year  will  be  decidedly  below 
the  average. 

Some  small  lots  of  superior  kid's  hair  have  changed  hands  at  prices 
ranging  from  40  to  42  cents  per  pound.  The  local  trade  anticipates 
that  the  new  season's  winter  hair  will  be  sold  at  19  to  20  cents  per 
pound.  This,  however,  is  only  a  local  estimate,  based  probably  more 
upon  ^ast  experiences  than  upon  present  conditions.  Latest  quota- 
tions, in  cents  per  pound,  are:  Summer  kids — special  clips,  40-42; 
average  to  good,  3^6;  mixed  or  short,  24-28;  winter  kids,  20-24; 
summer  firsts — super,  23-25 ;  average,  22-22^ ;  short,  20~20J ;  mixed 
hair — good  length,  19-20;  average,  1&-18;  seedy  and  coarse,  12-14; 
winter  hair,  nominal,  19-20;  locks,  1B-13| ;  Basuto  hair,  20-21. 

Hides  anfi  Skins. 

The  hide  market  is  fairly  quiet  and  sheepskins  are  slightly  lower. 
All  other  grades  are  practically  unchanged.  The  latest  quotations 
are,  in  cents  per  pound :  Sheepskins,  sound,  lOJ ;  same,  damaged,  8. 
Sheepskin  pelts,  8;  same,  damaged,  6^.  Coarse  wooled,  10 1  same, 
damaged,  6^.  Angora  goatskins,  light,  15;  heavy  and  sun  dried,  13. 
Goatskins,  light,  22^;  sun  dried,  20;  heavy,  18;  damaged,  11.  Sun- 
dried  hides,  23^ ;  same,  damaged,  21.  Dry -salted  hides,  21^ ;  same, 
damaged,  19.  Salted  hair  Capes  were  quoted  at  63  cents  eadi;  same, 
damaged,  at  12|  cents.  For  sound  sun-dried  Capes  37  cents  apiece 
was  asked,  and  12^  cents  for  damaged. 


DIPOEI  AND  EXPORT  TRADE  IN  COPPER. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
N(;w  Orleans.  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the 
week  ended  October  9,  1915,  were  as  follows:  Imports — Ore,  matte 
and  regulus  (copper  contents),  420,799  poimds,  valued  at  $50,837; 
pigs,  ingots,  etc.,  4,208,010  pounds,  valued  at  $550,927.  Of  the  ore 
and  matte,  422,749  pounds  came  from  Canada,  and  of  the  pigs, 
ingots,  etc.,  2,888,372  pounds  came  from  Peru,  743,745  pounds  from 
Chile,  and  488,199  pounds  from  Panama. 

Of -4,335,622  pounds  of  pigs,  ingots,  etc.,  exported,  valued  at 
$776,437,  England  took  2,543,1^  pounds  and  Italy  1,412,234  pounds. 

Digitized  by  Google 


•COMMBBCB  BKP0BT8. 


GBOTTHB  FEAT  WANTSB  IH  OAHABT  XSLASSa 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  Tcnertffe,  Bept  8.] 

An  exceptional  opportunity  to  supply  the  Canary  Islands  with 
ground  peat  (commerciaUy  known  as  "turba")  is  open  to  owners 
of  peat  properties  in  the  United  States.  There  is  an  almost  absolute 
lack  of  this  material,  which  is  here  considered  indisp^isable  for  ihe 
dry  packing  of  tomatoes  and  the  damp  packing  of  new  potatoes — ' 
two  vegetables  that  are  exported  in  very  large  quantities  to  England. 

Close  calculations,  made  especially  for  the  Teneriffe  consulate  by 
firms  representing  at  least  90  per  cent  of  the  total  consumption  of 
ground  peat  in  this  district,  show  that  approximately  3,000  tons  are 
urgently  needed  to  handle  the  coming  crops  of  potatoes  and  toma- 
toes. These  two  crops  will  be  in  full  course  of  exportation  by 
December  next  and  wiU  continue  until  May,  1916 ;  and  packers  will 

Sractically  be  compelled  to  pay  almost  any  price  to  European  pro- 
ucers  of  ground  peat  unless  a  supply  can  be  obtained  from  other 
sources. 

Blgh  frlees  Kow  Asked. 

Just  at  this  time  fruit  shippers  are  pa^$ring  extraordinary  prices 
for  the  small  quantitira  being  used  in  this  by-season.  In  order  to 
fill  a  contract  two  weeks  ago  a  local  commission  house  was  forced 
to  pay  $26.40  per  ton  for  ground  peat,  of  which  the  price  in  Jul^, 
1914,  was  $9.60.  This  was  certainly  an  exceptional  case  and  one  m 
whidi  the  price  paid  was  a  forced  figure,  due  to  the  contract  necessi- 
ties of  the  firm. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  regular  guaranteed  delivery  price  for 
"  turba  "  at  this  date  is  $24  per  ton  c.  i.  f .  Canary  ports  m  lots  of 
100  tons  or  more.  At  a  recent  consultation  of  the  principal  buyers 
of  ground  peat  in  Teneriffe,  brought  together  by  me  to  consider  the 
chances  of  American  ground  peat  for  use  between  October,  1915, 
and  May,  1916,  it  was  agreed  that  if  it  could  be  landed  here  at  a 
price  between  $19.20  and  $21.60  it  could  undersell  the  supply  from 
any  other  market.  This  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  100  tons  of 
ground  peat  were  bought  in  England  yesterday  at  $22.80  per  ton. 
This  offer  was  snapped  up  as  a  bargain  by  cable. 

Vrom  the  American  Viewpoint. 

The  proposition,  however,  from  the  American  viewpoint  can  not 
well  be  solved  by  small-lot  orders.  It  is  generally  agreed  here 
among  the  important  buyers  that  the  best  way  for  American  pro- 
ducers to  handle  the  ground-peat  problem  would  be  to  load  a  sailing 
Tessel  with  practically  an  entire  cargo  of  ground  peat.  This  cargo 
could  safely  approximate  3,000  tons.  In  this  way  the  freight  charges 
could  be  reduced  to  a  point  where  they  could  compete  with  those 
for  the  shorter  haul  from  Liverpool. 

Moreover,  there  are  four  buyers  of  ground  peat  who  claim  at  this 
time  to  be  willing  to  place  orders  totaling  2,000  tons  at  a  minimum 
price  of  $19.20  per  ton.  Of  course  this  standard  of  price  is  entirely 
contingent  upon  the  continuation  of  war  conditions,  and  for  this 
reason  buyers  here  are  unwilling  to  take  on  a  larger  stock  at  this 
time  than  indicated  above.  As  promptness  is  essential,  it  is  of  the 
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utmost  iraportaii(»  that  samples  be  sent  with  offers  and  that  prices 
f,  o.  b.  American  port  or,  if  possible,  c  i.  f .  a  Canary  port  be  quoted, 
as  wdl  as  time  of  deliveries. 

How  the  Peat  Should  be  Prepared  and  nioked. 

To  meet  a  quick  sale  here  ihe  peat  must  first  be  thoroughly  dried, 
fhe  maximimi  percentage  of  moisture  not  exceeding  10  per  cent  at 
time  of  packing  as  the  sea  voyage  can  be  coimted  on  usually  to  add 
an  extra  3  per  cent  of  humidity  before  actual  delivery  in  Canary 
ports.  Aftw*  drying  the  peat  should  be  ground  extremely  fine  and 
soft  It  should  be  odorless,  as  otherwise  it  serioudy  afifects  the  flavor 
of  the  tomatoes  packed  in  it.  Another  important  point  is  the  absence 
of  sticks  or  lumps. 

*"rurba"  should  be  packed  in  hessian-wvered  boles  of  100  kilos 
(220.46  pounds  avoirdupois),  which  gives  10  bales  to  the  tonelada 
or  metric  ton.  However,  bales  approxmiating  200  pounds  and  count- 
ing 10  to  the  ton  would  be  acceptable  commercially  here.  The 
eround-peat  bales  should  be  strongly  compressed  by  madiinery  and 
tiLOTOoj^y  bound  with  wire  over  woodoi  staves. 

[Samples  Showfng  the  general  character  of  the  ground  peat  desired,  together 
With  the  names  of  five  Tenerfffe  Importers  now  ready  to  buy  cooslderable  quan- 
tlUcs,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  FonAga.  and  Domestic  GMomerce  or 
its  braneb  offices  by  referring  to  file  No. 


HEW  BEaTTLATIONS  GOTEBB  GONTKACTS  FOA  STrPFLIES. 

The  Treasury  Department  has  issued  Department  Circular  No.  3, 
contfuning  new  regulations  relating  to  the  making  of  contracts  for 

miscellaneous  supplies  for  the  executive  departments  and  other  Gov- 
ernment establishments  in  Washington,  under  the  provisions  of 
section  4  of  the  act  of  June  17,  1910  (36  Stat.,  531).  The  duties  of 
the  GJeneral  Supi)ly  Committee  and  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sup- 
plies are  defined  in  these  rules,  and  details  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  committee  shall  prepare  the  annual  schedules  of  required  miscel- 
laneous supplies  and  perfoim  other  duties  in  connecnon  with  the 
obtaining  of  bids  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  are  given.  Per- 
sons who  are  interested  in  such  contracts  may  obtain  copies  of  Cir- 
cular No.  3  by  applying  to  the  General  Supply  Committee,  Wadi- 
ington,  D.  C. 


AHEBICAN  LINOTYPE  MACHINE  IN  TKIPOn,  AFRICA. 

[Consul  W.  Kodertck  Doraey.  Tripoli.  Libya,  Sept  8.} 

The  jSrst  American  linotype  machine  has  recently  arrived  in 
Tripoli  and  been  installed  by  La  Nuova  Italia,  the  only  newspaper 
in  the  colony. '  It  is  a  Mergenthaler,  Model  10,  and  cost,  set  up, 
11,500  francs  ($2,300).  The  sale  was  made  by  the  manufacturer's 
agents  at  Milan,  Italy,  whence  an  expert  was  sent  to  mount  the 
Boadbine  and  start  it  working.  It  replaces  two  of  English  make, 
operated  by  former  owners  of  the  paper,  found  too  large  for  local 
requirements  and  taken  back  by  the  sellers  when  the  company 
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SWEDISH  EXPOBT  TBADE  FOE  HALF  TEAR. 

[Consul  Emll  Saner,  Goteborg,  Sept.  15.] 

Statistics  publishod  in  the  Swedish  Government  Commercial  Re- 
ports for  July  31.  1015,  present  a  comparison  between  the  exports  of 
Sweden  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  and  the  corresponding 
period  in  1914. 

The  export  of  horses  increased  from  3,148  in  the  six  months  of 

1914  to  7,456  for  1915.  The  export  of  live  cattle  increased  from 
18,873  to  23,083,  while  that  of  hve  hogs  decreased  from  20,083  to 
8,844.  The  exports  of  fresh  beef  increased  from  2,244  to  5,200  metric 
tons  (metric  ton=2,204.C  pounds)  and  of  pork  from  6,379  to  10,617 
metric  tons.  The  increased  export  of  live  cattle  and  the  increased 
slaughtering  of  cattle  appear  to  have  been  chiefly  due  to  the  scarcity 
and  nigh  price  of  cattle  feed. 

Dairy  Industry  Bnffers  from  Soaroity  of  Cattle  T«ed. 

The  dairy  industry  suffered  for  the  same  reason,  the  export  of 
cream  decreasing  from  3,259  metric  tons  in  1914  to  436  metric  tons  in 

1915  and  butter  from  10,833  to  7,842  metric  tons.  The  export  of 
milk  increased  from  837  to  2,251  metric  tons,  but  this  item  accounts 
for  only  a  part  of  the  decrease  in  the  exports  of  butter.  The  export 
of  eggs  almost  doubled,  being  26,979,866  eggs  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1914  and  52,184,515  in  1915. 

The  increase  is  due  in  part  to  increase  in  ihe  transit  trade  in 
Bussian  eg^,  the  imports  of  eggs  for  the  same  periods  having  in- 
creased from  21,746,155  to  26,190,017. 

The  export  of  fresh  fish  was  about  the  same  for  the  two  periods, 
but  the  export  of  salted  herring  showed  an  increase  from  1,981  metric 
tons  in  1914  to  11,700  metric  tons  in  1915.  There  was  practically  no 
export  of  grain  from  Sweden  in  1915,  although  in  1914  there  was 
considerable  export  of  oats,  oatmeal,  bran,  and  rice.  The  exports  of 
hides  of  cattle  decreased  from  5,256  to  2,658  metric  tons.  The  ex- 
port of  snnsnge  casings  increased  from  528  to  1,206  metric  tons. 

Most  of  the  items  of  export  of  lumber,  which  is  one  of  Sweden's 
principal  staple  products,  show  a  decided  decrease  during  the  first 
six  months  of  1915  compared  with  1914.    Wood  pulp,  another  of  tiie 
important  staple  products  of  Sweden,  shows  a  still  greater  decline. 
SeereaKs  in  Exports  of  Klneral  Produoti. 

Most  of  the  items  of  export  of  mineral  products  show  decreases, 
cement,  which  increased  from  18,643  to  41,059,  being  the  most  im- 
portant exception.  Quicklime  exports  decreased  from  2,469  to  340 
metric  tons;  fire  clay,  from  ll.OGC  to  2,230  metric  tons;  iron  ore, 
from  2,527,091  to  2,026,702  metric  tons;  stone,  un wrought,  from 
$458,114  to  $21G,3S3  in  value;  paving  stones,  from  $1,585,143  to 
$090,968 ;  "  edge  "  stone,  building  stone,  etc.,  from  $312,094  to  $03,009 ; 
lime  bricks  and  tiles,  unglazed,  from  11,993,616  to  8,407,576  pieces; 
and  fire  bricks,  from  40,085  to  16,607  metric  tons. 

The  export  of  pig  iron  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  was 
118,004  metric  tons,  against  68,281  metric  tons  for  the  same  period 
of  1914,  an  increase  of  over  73  per  cent. 
Declared  Exports  to  Viilted  States. 

The  declared  exports  from  this  consular  district  to  the  United' 
States,  according  to  the  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate,  amounted 
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during  the  first  half  of  1915  to  $1,842,280,  against  $2,013,110  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  1914,  a  decrease  of  approximately  10  por 
cent.  The  most  important  decreases  are  to  be  noted  in  the  case  of 
bleached  chemical  wood  pulp,  from  $845,399  to  $488,934:  wrapping 
paper,  from  $148,421  to  $77,848;  and  matches,  from  $2GG,909  to 
$143,526.  Ball  bearings  show  a  phenomenal  increase,  from  $87,501 
to  $388,865.  Several  other  items  show  an  increase,  including  un- 
bleached chemical  wood  pulp,  from  $185,814  to  $257,999.  The  items 
of  declared  exports  for  the  two  periods  named  were : 


ArtkdM. 


Fish  (total)  

Hides  and  sHra  

Iron  and  steel: 

Ball  bcarinp  

Uachlnes  

Bolted  iron  

Steol  Uooms  aod  bUtets . . . . 

Strips  ot  iron  and  steel  

All  other  

Matches  

Wnppine.....  

AU  other  


Janntiry- 
Jiine, 
1914. 


»5, 
230, 

87, 
4, 
67, 
12, 
fH, 
79, 
226 


14S,421 
12,373 


January- 
June, 
1915. 


si2,goe 

215,908 

38H,f»5 
23,273 
33,324 
23,023 
78,459 
34,924 

143,520 

77,&48 
23,000 


Articles. 


Potash  and  soda,  oausUc 
Vfood  pulp: 

Mectianicallj  ground  . 

Chemical  bleached .... 

Cheminl  unbleached . 
All  other  goods  

ToW  


January- 
June, 
1914. 


S5,943 

2,833 
84j,399 

m,%u 

44,397 


1,043.110 


January- 
June, 

191S. 


«0,441 

S,270 
4Sft,934 
2(7,900 
27,552 


l,842,aS0 


AUSTRAUAH  STEAKERS  FUBCHASED. 

[Sydney  Herald,  Sept.  22.] 

The  increased  trade  of  Japan  and  China  consequent  upon  the 
war  has  caused  a  hie  demand  for  steamers  in  the  East,  and  quite  a 
fleet  of  well-known  Australian  vessels  have  left  at  different  times  and 
gone  to  new  owners  in  these  two  countries. 

Several  of  the  Adelaide  Steamship  Co.'s  older  vessels  have  been 
sold  in  this  way,  the  most  recent  being  the  Wollowra,  which  leaves 
about  the  end  of  the  month  for  new  owners  in  Shanghai. 

Lane  &  Dawson,  who  recently  purchased  and  dispatched  to  the 
East  the  steamers  Hauroto  and  Brisbane^  have  just  purchased  the 
Australian  twin-screw  steamer  Moura  from  the  Union  Steamship 
Co.  of  New  Zealand  (Ltd.),  which  will  be  sent  to  China  for  the 
China  coast  trade.  The  Moura  is  of  2,027  tons,  was  built  in  1899  by 
Armstrong,  Whitworth  &  Co,  (Ltd.),  and  has  accommodation  for 
about  250  first  and  second  class  passengers.  It  will  come  to  New- 
castle, load  a  cargo  of  coal,  and  proceed  via  the  Philippines  to 
Hongkong. 


A  ITew  Caban  Bagging  Fiber. 

Experiments  are  being  carried  on  in  Cuba  with  the  fiber  of  a 
plant  locally  known  as  "  malva  blanca,"  which  is  said  to  produce  an 
ideal  fabric  for  sugar  bags.  According  to  the  Habana  correspondent 
of  Sugar,  the  fiber  is  soft  and  silky,  possesses  a  tensile  strength 
greater  than  hemp,  is  capable  of  close  weaving,  and  not  susceptible 
to  ahrinkage  if  wet  Ko  special  machines  are  r^uired  for  handling 
the  fiber,  those  adapted  for  spinning  and  weaving  hemp,  jute,  or 
henequen  being  suitable  for  malva  blanca. 
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AUSTRAIIAir  SUGAK  SZTVATIOir. 

[Commercial  Attache  William  C.  Downs,  Mcibourne,  Sept.  3.] 

Tlie  full  details  of  the  arrangement  bet^\-een  the  Attorney  General 
of  Australia  and  the  Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Co.  for  the  purchase, 
refining,  and  marketing  of  the  Queensland  sugar  crop  were  made 
public  a  few  days  ago.  Under  this  agreement  the  company  under- 
takes the  financial  responsibility  for  the  sugar  acquired  by  the  Com- 
monwealth from  the  Queensland  Government,  agreeing  "to  take 
delivery  of,  pay  for,  ship,  and  dispatch  "  it  to  the  various  refineries. 
The  company  also  undertakes  to  market  the  sugar  when  refined  at 
the  wholesale  prices  fixed  by  the  Government,  which  for  lA  sugar 
are  declared  to  be,  per  long  ton:  Brisbane,  $124.10;  Sydney,  $124.10; 
Melbourne,  $124.70;  Adelaide,  $125.92;  Perth,  $127.75.  The  sugar  is 
to  be  sold  to  the  public  at  not  more  than  3d.  (about  6  cents)  per 
pound. 

other  ProTlslons  of  the  A^eement. 

■When  the  sugar  has  been  refined  and  sold  the  company  is  to  ac- 
coimt  to  the  Government  for  the  money  received  for  the  sugar  and 
^rup  produced,  deducting  "  the  cost  of  the  raw  sugar  at  cost  and  the 
expenses  for  bags,  freight,  etc.,  cost  of  refining,  and  expenses  of 
sale — ^in  all,  not  exceeding  £3  3s.  ($15.33)  per  ton — and  also  a  charge 
of  20s.  ($4.87)  per  ton  of  raw  sugar  as  representing  depreciation  and 
interest  on  plant  and  stocks  and  the  payment  for  the  services  of  the 
company  in  connection  with  the  refining  of  sugar."  (It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  price  at  which  the  raw  sugar  was  to  be  acquired 
from  the  Queensland  Government  was  not  to  exceed  $87.60  per  long 
ton.)  The  agreement  also  provides  that  the  company  shaU  sell  to 
the  GoTemment  at  net  cost  some  14,200  tons  of  Java  sugar  ihtt 
recently  arrived,  payment  to  be  made  out  of  the  proceeds  of  such 
sumir  when  sold,  no  interest  being  charged  by  the  company. 

The  prices  fixed  for  the  sale  of  the  refined  sugar  are  to  remain  in 
force  until  the  stocks  of  1915  Australian  sugar,  together  with  the 
14,200  tons  of  Java  sugar,  have  been  disposed  of.  The  entire  agree- 
ment is  to  remain  in  effect  until  February  or  March,  1916,  when  the 
Queensland  sugar  supplied  to  the  company  will  have  been  refined  and 
sold.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  company  return  to  the  Govern- 
ment one-half  of  the  charge  of  20s.  per  ton  provided  for  as  payment 
for  the  use  of  its  refineries. 
Farther  Stocks  Must  Be  Imported — Loan  Authorized. 

Conservative  estimates  by  competent  authorities  indicate  that  the 
amount  of  sugar  to  be  bought,  refined,  and  sold  imder  this  agreement 
will  amount  to  some  120,000  tons;  but  as  this  is  only  about  one-half 
the  quantity  required  to  supply  the  consumption  of  Australia  until 
the  1910  Queensland  crop  is  available,  it  will  be  necessary  that  a 
further  120,000  tons  lie  imported.  These  importations  will  be  made 
by  the  Commonwealth  Government,  probably  acting  through  the 
Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Co.,  and  involve  the  expenditure  of  approxi- 
mately $14,600,000. 

To  cover  the  cost  of  raw  sugar,  paym«at  of  customs  duties,  and  cost 
of  refining  and  marketing,  a  bill  has  been  introduced  into  Parliament 
authorizing  the  Commonwealth  Treasurer  to  borrow  money  from 
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the  Commonwealth  Bank  of  Australia  from  time  to  time,  but  so  that 
the  indebtedness  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  Commonwealth  Bank 
under  the  act  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  $24,332,500.  Against  the 
money  so  borrowed  the  treasurer  is  to  pay  into  the  Commonwealth 
Bank  all  moneys  received  by  the  Commonwealth  in  respect  to  the 
sale  of  sugar.  Provision  is  made  in  tlie  bill  for  interest  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent  per  annum. 

[Reference  was  made  to  the  shortase  of  sngar  In  Australia  and  the  methods 
adopted  to  provide  tor  the  same  In  Couuekce  Reports  for  Jnne  11,  July  10 
and  21.  and  S^t  1,  1915.] 


ST£AH  TBAWIDra  ON  CHINESE  COAST. 

Mr.  Tien  Pu-sien,  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  and  Animal  Hus- 
bandry, in  the  Chinese  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  at 
Peking,  has  issued  the  following  statement: 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  Is  very  desirous  to  encourage 
fishery  by  steam  vessels.  The  first  steam  fishing  vessels  were  used  hy  the 
KUng-Che  Fishery  (Klangsu-Cheklang)  Co.  The  name  of  the  first  built 
steamer  Is  Foo  Hai,  which  catches  over  400,000  cattlea  (catty=li  pounds)  of 
fish  every  year,  and  has  made  great  profits.  This  steamer  does  not  only  fish 
In  the  ocean,  but  also  helps  to  suppress  piracy.  The  people  of  Klongsn  and 
Gheklang  have  looked  upon  It  as  a  go^nd  In  guarding  their  Interest  In 
fisheries.  It  Is  said  that  the  company  has  bought  another  steamer  called  the 
Foo  Che,  In  order  to  further  the  business  on  a  larger  scale.  The  next  company 
that  came  Into  existence  in  the  third  yesir  of  the  Republic  i«  the  Che  Hai  Fish- 
ery Co.  Its  head  office  Is  in  Chinhal,  Cheklnng.  All  the  vessels  were  built  In 
China,  and  Its  only  steamer,  named  Fu  Che,  was  also  built  by  Chinese  con- 
tractors. Although  established  for  only  one  year,  the  company  has  made 
progress  enough  to  warrant  It  to  build  another  steamer  for  the  same  pnrpoaa 
Since  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  promulgated  the  regula- 
tions encouraging  and  governing  the  steam  fishing  vessels  the  people  are  very 
anxious  to  form  big  fishing  companies  along  the  coast.  The  prosperity  the 
fishing  enterprise  In  China  wUl  be  seen  at  an  early  date. 


nrSlTUIl  BAKE  7B0P0SED  IK  PHUIFFINES. 

[Manila  Dally  Bulletin,  Sept.  14.] 

The  creation  of  an  insular  bank  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  with 
an  initial  capital  of  10,000,000  pesos  ($5,000,000),  authorized  to  make 
loans  on  real  estate,  liquid  assets,  and  miscellaneous  assets,  the  latter 
to  include  all  classes  of  hankable  paper  not  included  under  the  other 
tvo  heads;  to  issue  real  estate  bonds  in  any  sum  not  to  exceed  75 
per  cent  of  the  amount  of  real  estate  loans  held  by  the  hank;  to 
issue  circulating  notes  in  any  amount  not  exceeding  75  per  cent  of 
the  liquid  assets  held  by  it;  and  to  purchase  and  own  such  real  estate 
as  may  be  needed  to  carry  on  its  business,  is  proposed  in  a  bill 
drafted  by  Vice  Governor  Martin  for  submission  to  the  Philip- 
pine Legislature  and  indorsed  by  the  economic  committee  recenuy 
approved  by  the  Governor  General. 

The  measure  was  reported  upon  favorably  yesterday  morning  by 
Teodoro  B.  Yangco,  the  rural  credit  subcommittee  of  the  economic 
oommittee,  and  will  be  introduced  by  its  author  without  change  in 
aiqr  impoiiant  particular. 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOB  aOVEBjmENT  SUFFIXES  AKD  OONSTBUGTION. 

[ CorrPBpondencc  should  bp  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  fipeclfl cations  can  naually 
be  oblalcptl  nt  the  iioints  wlifn>  the  k'"-'-1s  m-o  lo  lu;  dclivprcd  or  tlio  wort  la  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  tlio  time  limit  Ib  loo  abort  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  sbould  nsk  to  be  placed  on  tbc  malllue  list«  of  such  olQces  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  Buppiies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Fanatria  Camtl  supiilic.-i,  No.  2725.— Spaletl  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  tlin  r.o!i(;rnl  I'lirclinsiiiE  Oflicer  of  T!ie  Pnnnma  Canal.  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  October  27,  lOlii,  for  furnisliinK,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges, 
on  dock  at  eitUer  Colon  (Atbintlc  port)  or  Port  of  Ancou  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel  windows,  frame  and  sash, 
traveling  .crane,  annunciators,  buzzer  push  units,  rivets,  babbitt  metal, 
sheet  zinc,  oil  hose,  copper  tubing,  flexible  copper  or  brass  conduit,  gal- 
vanized pipe,  pipe  fittings,  force  cups,  shower  heads,  flush  pipe,  wash- 
tray  plugs,  waste  strainers,  valves,  cocks,  vitrified  pipe,  draintlle,  shovels, 
carlwn  bruslies,  burlap,  tablecloths,  towels,  record  books,  office  pins,  lye, 
manganese  dioxide,  gosollne,  and  creosote  oil.   (Circular  No.  978.) 

Medical  supplies,  No.  272G. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  U.  S.  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
October  25,  1915,  for  furnl^tnK  and  deUva*ing  at  the  D^t,  arsenons 
acid,  powdered  camphor,  cathartic  compound  tablets,  glycerin,  opium 

tincture,  gauze  bandages,  corlrs,  rubber  tubing,  and  other  medical  supplies. 

Wire  and  cable.  No.  2727. — Sealed  i)roposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
-  Chief  Signal  Officer.  United  States  Army,  Wadilngton,  D.  C,  until  October 
26,  1915,  for  famishing  wire  and  cable.   E^lrther  Information  may  be  had 

on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Plumbing  fixtures,  valves,  etc..  No.  2728. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Deimrtment  of  Justice,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  November  16, 1915,  tor  furnishing  and  delivering  nt  the 
United  States  Penitentiary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  plumbing  fixtures,  valves,  etc.,  for 
the  west  main  cell  wing.  Specifications  and  further  information  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  Washington  office. 

Ltghting  fljiturea.  No.  2729. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  15,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  lustalllnK  lighting  fixtures  In  the 
United  States  post  office  at  Orange,  N.  J.  Proposals  are  desired  only  from 
firms  qualified  to  prodncc  work  of  tlie  highest  grade,  both  artistically  and 
mechanically.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  bad  on  application  to 
the  Washington  ofiicc. 

C<m8truction  iporlc.  No.  2730. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervl.silng  ArchitO(--t,  Treasury  Department,  AVa.shinf;;ton,  D.  C,  until 
Novemiier  2G,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (including  mechanical 
equipment  and  nppi-oiiclies,  excepting  lighting  fixtures)  of  a  one-story  and 
basement,  brick  and  stone  faced  building  for  the  United  States  post  office 
at  Navasota,  Tex.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the 
custodian  of  the  site  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Construction  work.  No.  2731. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
November  27,  19Jii,  for  the  constniction  complete  (including  mechanical 
equipment  and  approaches)  of  a  ono-story  and  basement,  stone  and  brick 
faced  building  for  the  United  States  post  office  at  Brenluim,  Tex.  Drawings 
and  siKciflcations  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site  or  at  the 
Washington  office. 

Food  products,  etc.,  No.  2732.— Sealed  proirosals  will  be  receivetl  at  the  office  of 
the  Depot  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  A,,  115-123  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago, 
III.,  until  October  22,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  on  or  before  No- 
vember 8,  1915,  salmon,  cofToo,  tea,  sirup,  flour,  ginger  ale,  lard,  olive  oil,  etc. 

Materials  and  labor.  No.  2733. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
'  the  Gommlsrioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until  November  15, 
1915,  for  furnishing  materials  and  labor  for  the  construction  of  an  addition 
to  the  brick  assembly  hall  of  tiie  Salem  Indian  School,  Chemawa,  .Or^ 
Plans  and  speclflcatloiu  may  be  examined  at  the  United  States  Indian 
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warehouses  at  Chicago,  III.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  BulMere'  Exchange,  St  Paul, 
Minn. ;  and  et  the  ofUce  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Salem  Indian  School, 
Chemawa,  Or^. 

Comtruction  work,  No.  2734. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  SuperviBlng  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  28,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  sidewalks,  curbing,  etc.,  at  the  new 
United  States  postofflce  and  customhouse.  New  Haven,  Conn.  Plans  and 
spedflcatlons  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  superintendent  of  construc- 
tion. New  Haren,  Conn.,  or  at  the  Washington  office. 


GOSDmOH  OF  TSE  CROPS  IIT  BWEDEIT. 

[CoDBoI  Bmit  Saaer,  Qoteborg,  Bept  23.] 

The  summary  of  the  crop  reports  for  the  month  of  August  has 
now  been  compiled,  and  shows  the  following  figures  in  comparison 
with  those  for  the  corrcspondingmonth  in  1914,  as  published  in  the 
Gdteborgs  Handels-och  ^ofarts-Tidziing: 


Crop. 

August  r»t- 

AuDstnt- 

Crop. 

Aofostrat* 
mgs. 

1914 

tm 

1914 

UU 

1014 

1915 

Wtatw  wheat  

3.4 
3.4 
2.4 
3.4 
2.7 
2.0 

3.9 
3.0 
3.9 
2.7 
3.8 
3.S 

2.2 
3.3 
1.4 
2.1 
2.7 
3.3 

8.5 
3.S 
3.0 
3.S 
8.7 
3.7 

Fodder  root  crops. 
Hay: 

On  oolUvftt«d 

2.7 

3.8 

2.S 

3.« 

2.S 
2.« 

land  

On  nfttural 
neadowa  — 

Of  whole  numbers  or  "points"  used  in  these  crop  reports, 
5  represents  ver^  good  crop;  4,  good;  8,  average;  2,  less  than  aver- 
age ;  1,  nearly  failure ;  and  0,  complete  failure  of  the  crops. 


Situation  Very  Good  in  (General. 

The  crop  situation  can  be  characterized  as  beins  very  good  in  gen- 
eral. The  August  figures  for  winter  rye  and  nay  inmcate  yields 
somewhat  below  average,  but  all  other  crops  of  any  importance 
promise  returns  above  average.  From  the  1st  of  September  to  the 
present  the  weather  has  been  warm,  with  plenty  or  sunshine  and 
very  little  rain,  and  this  has  materially  improved  the  condition  of  the 
crops. 

In  the  case  of  potatoes,  Sweden  will  be  independent  of  foreign 
supplies  and  there  will  probably  be  some  export.  On  account  of 
the  good  crop  of  oeUs,  maslin,  peas,  vetch,  fodder,  root  crops,  and  a 
prospective  second  hay  crop,  Sweden  will  probably  require  less  cattle 
feed  from  abroad  than  last  year,  but  there  will,  of  course,  be  consid- 
erable importation  of  com  (chiefly  from  Argentina),  wheat  bran, 
and  oilseed  cakes.  Foreign  flour,  wheat,  rye,  and  rye  flour  will  also 
be  purchased — mainly  from  the  United  States  while  the  war  lasts. 


Branch  Offices  of  tiie  Bnrean  of  Fore^  and  Domestic  Commeroe. 

Vew  York,  Soom  40B  ITolted  States  Cuftomhonie;  Biwtou,  eigliteeitth  floor  Unlttd 
States  Ouitomhoase;  Chioatfo,  604  Federal  Building;  St  Louis,  402  Third  Kational 
Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  SSI  tnt  OlBoe  Bnlldiag;  Hew  Orleans,  1080  Hibernia 
Bank  Building;  San  Tranotseo,  806  United  Statet  Ctutomhonse;  Seattle,  MS  Alaska 
Baildiac.  OcN^eratiTe  branch  offioes:  Clereland,  Ghamber  of  Oonuneroe;  Clnola- 
aati.  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Xos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Betn4t,  Board 
of  Oommeree;  BhUadelphia,  Chamber  of  Oaamerce. 


Digitized  by  Google 


304 


COMMERCE  BEPOBT&. 


FOBEIOK  TRADE  OFPOR'f  UMlTlEd. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bavean  or  Its  braaeft 

ofBcev.] 

Barbcri"  aupplic»,  No.  38837. — Tlie  Bureau  is  Informed  by  nn  AmericuD  consular 
officer  in  England  that  a  f\vm  of  iniporlers  In  his  district  desires  to  receive 
CiUnlogues,  prices,  etc..  of  shaving  brushes,  strops,  styptic  pencils  (alum), 
nock  wool,  curling  tuiigs,  hair  slide!^,  waring  irons,  spirit  lamps,  strnving 
mugs,  aiifl  bottles  for  toilet  preparations. 

SToya,  No.  18S38. — A  manufacturer  of  cheap  toys  In  Spain  informs  an  American 
consular  oflicer  that  lie  desires  to  communicate  with  American  Importers 
wiio  would  act  as  agents  in  the  United  States. 

Alpacas,  No.  18839. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  immediately  samples,  wiUi 
full  particulars  as  to  pricey  etc.,  of  alpacas  of  all  kinds.  He  Is  willing 
to  pay  cash  against  documents  and  states  that  he  can  furnish  bank  r^- 
erences. 

Canary  $ecd,  sulphur,  and  olive  oil.  No.  18840. — A  business  man  In  Spain  has 
Informed  an  American  consular  oflicer  that  be  desires  to  commantcate  with 
American  importers  of  canary  seed,  sulphur,  and  olive  oil.  He  also  de- 
sires to  net  as  general  r^resentattve  of  American  exporting  firms. 
'  MacJitnery,  No.  18S41. — The  Bur«ia  Is  Informed  by  an  American  consular  officer 
In  Norway  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  at  once 
catalogues,  prices,  etc.,  of  machines  for  making  sandstone  bricks.  The 
material  to  be  used  is  quartz  sand  mixed  with  a  small  amount  of  chalk. 
Machines  with  a  capacity  of  23,000  briel£s  per  day  are  desired.  He  par- 
ticularly desires  special  mixing  machinery.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English.  Befereuce  is  given. 

Flour  and  grain,  No.  18842. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Canary  Islands 
reports  that  a  commission  agent  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  an 
American  exporter  of  flour  and  grain.  He  claims  to  have  a  business  iu 
these  two  commodities  valued  at  $15,000  annually.  The  flour  should  be 
packed  in  bags  contaluing  about  200  pounds  each.  The  terms  desired  are 
SO  days,  or  at  least  6  days'  sight  draft  after  arrival  of  shipping  documents 
at  destination.    References  are  given. 

Printing  supplies.  No.  18843. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  reports 
the  desire  of  a  business  man  In  his  district  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers or  exporters  of  printing  supplies. 

Chemicals,  No.  1SS44. — ^A  commission  agent  In  Spain  has  Informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  at  once  prices  and  terms  tm 
caustic  soda,  red  bichromate,  and  fluid  used  for  decoloring  green  sulphur 
oil.  CoiTespondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Hardware,  cnllcry,  rubber  goodn,  etc.,  No.  18845. — An  American  consular  officer 
in  tiie  Netherlands  reports  that  a  trading  corporation  in  that  country,  sell- 
ing gooiis  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  hardware  and  cutlery,  rubber  goods,  buttons,  paper 
goods,  toilet  articles,  household  furnishings,  boot  and  shoe  findings,  mebils 
and  minerals,  stationery  supplies,  pins,  needles,  hooks  and  eyes,  china  and 
eartlien  ware,  wearing  apparel,  glass  and  gla.ssware,  paints  and  varnishes, 
cotton  goods,  cordage  and  twine,  Jewelry,  dyes  and  dycstuffs,  novelties,  etc 
Samples  are  desired  wlien  practicable.  The  firm  proposes  to  buy  on  Its  own 
account  If  business  results  from  preliminary  negotiotions,  the  flrm  Int^ds 
to  open  a  banking  credit  In  New  York.  In  order  to  expedite  negotiations 
tlie  iirra  suggests  that  manufacturers  send  samples,  price  lists,  etc.,  direct 
to  its  office  In  Java.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  Refcrwces  are 
given. 

Wine,  No.  38840. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that  a  firm 
dealing  in  Spanish  red  wine  desires  to  copamuuicate  with  American  im- 
porters In  order  to  establish  an  agency  in  tiie  United  States. 

Window  glass,  hardware,  etc..  No.  18847. — A  firm  in  China  bos  Informed  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  monofac- 
turers  or  exporters  of  window  glass,  hardware,  and  similar  goods. 

WAsniKOTON :  oovbb-vuimi  pbintikq  OTTicn :  ins 
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SmPMENT  OF  MtmiTIONS  TO  HEXICO. 

The  following  letter  has  been  addressed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Secretarj^  of  the  Treasury  witti  respect  to  the 
shipment  of  arms  and  ammunition  to  Mexico : 

The  Whitb  House, 
Washington,  October  19,  1915. 

My  Dear  Mb.  Sechbtart: 

I  am  infornied  by  the  Department  of  State  that  the  recognized  de  facto  gov- 
<mment  of  Mexico  Is  now  In  effective  control  of  all  the  ports  of  entry  In  Mexico 
except  those  along  the  Internatlonnl  boundary  fn  the  States  of  Chihuahua  and 
Sonora  and  all  tlie  ports  in  Lower  California. 

An  exception  is  hereby  made  to  the  prohibition  af^ainst  export  created  by  the 
President's  i>rociuinsitlon  of  October  19,  1915;  and  you  will  please  Instruct  the 
collectors  of  ports  and  other  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  permit  to 
be  exportetl  througli  rn!te<l  States  aistomhouses  munitions  of  war  for  the  use 
of  tile  recognized  de  facto  Goveniiuent  of  Mexico,  or  for  industrial  or  com- 
mercial uses  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  under  Its  effective  control,  as  above 
set  forth.  An  embargo,  therefore,  will  be  immediately  placed  against  the  border 
ports  In  tlie  States  of  Chihuahua  and  Sonora,  as  well  as  all  ports  In  the  Terri- 
tory of  Lower  California,  whether  or  not  controlled  by  the  recognized  dc  facto 
Government  of  Mexico,  and  you  will  so  Instruct  the  appropriate  collectors  of 
customs  and  otiior  officers  of  the  Treasury  D^rtment. 
Sincerely  yours, 

WooDBOw  Wilson. 

The  honorable  the  Siix:itETARY  of  the  Treaslicy. 


ST.  LOUIS  FLANS  TO  WIN  HEXICAH  TBASE. 

[J.  M.  Bechtold,  clerk  In  St.  Lotils  office.  Bureau  of  Foreign  anil  Domestic  Commerce, 

Oct.  13.] 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Foreign  Trade  Bureau  of  the  Business 
Men's  League  was  called  yesterday  by  Air.  Ernest  F.  Cramer,  chair- 
man, for  uie  purpose  of  planning  a  selling  campaign  of  St.  Louis 
manufacturers  in  Mexico.  A  tour  of  Mexico  was  authorized,  and  a 
number  of  concerns  have  pledged  themselves  to  have  their  representa- 
tives make  the  trip.  It  is  intended  that  the  tour  shall  include  all 
important  towns  in  the  Sepublic  that  may  be  reached  by  railroad, 
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from  the  United  States  border  to  Central  America.  The  date  set  for 
the  departure  of  the  delegation  is  December  1.  It  is  planned  tiiat 
when  the  delegates  reach  a  town  thej  will  separate  at  the  railroad 
station,  visit  their  prospective  buyers  and  solicit  orders,  and  let  it 
be  generally  known  that  the  manufacturers  of  this  city  are  now  will- 
ing and  anxious  to  resume  trade  relations. 

Mexico  has  always  been  a  good  market  for  St.  Louis  manufac- 
tures, and  it  is  generally  thought  that  before  long  all  the  salesmen 
who  were  recalled  from  that  country  and  placed  in  domestic  terri- 
tories will  be  again  sent  there  and  that  the  ousiness  secured  will  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  best  years  during  normal  conditions. 


TBANSFEB  07  niEIOHT  VIA  PAHAKA. 

(AnDonncenieDt  of  UaJ.  P.  C.  Bogss,  chief  of  Wachlogton  OtDce  of  tbe  Panaru  CanaL] 

Referring  to  the  circular  issued  by  this  office  on  October  8,  advis- 
ing that,  in  view  of  the  closing  of  the  Panama  Canal  by  slides,  ships 
waiting  at  the  Isthmus  to  transit  the  canal  would,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, be  permitted  to  transfer  freight  across  the  Isthmus  by  rail  at  $3 
per  ton,  including  all  charges,  it  has  been  decided  to  continue  ex- 
changing cargoes  of  ships  arriving  at  the  canal  during  the  month  of 
October  at  tl^  special  emergency  rate  quoted  above. 

Effective  with  arrival  of  ships  at  the  Panama  Canal  on  and  after 
November  1,  1915,  and  during  such  times  as  the  canal  may  be  closed 
to  traffic,  the  Panama  Railroad  will  transfer  freight  across  the 
Isthmus  at  the  following  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounos:  Class  5,  $2; 
class  4,  $2.50;  class  3,  $3.50;  class  2,  $4.50 :  classes  1  and  DJ,  $5.50; 
classes  Dl  and  Dl^,  $10;  classes  D2  and  Tl,  $15.  Rates  on  specie, 
gold,  ^Iver,  precious  stones,  etc.,  one-fourth  of  1  per  cent  ad  valorem. 
Steamers  will  be  charged  wharfage,  craneage,  and  for  stevedoring  of 
their  cargoes  in  and  out.  The  above  classes  are  based  on  the  Panama 
Railroad  Co.'s  present  local  classifications,  the  rates  being  reduced 
as  indicated. 

All  inquiries  regarding  the  above-mentioned  rates  or  as  to  other 
questions  relating  to  transfer  of  cargo,  etc.,  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Panama  Railroad  Co.,  24  State  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  or  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Balboa  Heists,  Canal  Zone. 

SPECIAL  LEGISLATION  IN  UETJGXIAY. 

[marlo  Oflclal,  Sept  1,  1916.] 

The  President  of  Uruguay  has  asked  the  Congress,  now  in  extra 
session,  to  consider,  among  other  proposed  laws,  an  extension  of  the 
functions  of  the  Government  insurance  bank,  which  now  issues  only 
fire,  life,  and  accident  insurance  policies.  As  a  part  of  the  policy 
for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture,  the  Executive  urges  that  steps 
be  taken  toward  Government  insurance  against  loss  by  storms  and 
death  of  live  stock.  Other  measures  recommended,  with  the  same 
motive,  are  appropriations  of  funds  to  be  used  for  prizes  at  cattle 
fairs  and  amendments  to  the  existing  veterinary  inspection  lawa 
Le^slation  is  also  urged  for  improved  methods  of  collecting  mu- 
nicipal taxes,  for  a  reorganization  of  die  post  office  and  telegraph 
service,  and  for  amendments  to  the  law  establishing  a  national  board 
of  health. 

Digitized  by  Google 


COMMERCE  BEPORTS.  807  ■ 

HUSDEBSFIEID  WOOLEN  KABEET. 

[tlxtract  from  Woolen  Market  Report  for  Sept.  21,  transmitted  by  Consnl  Fraaklin  D. 

Hale,  HuddersQcld,  EDglaod.] 

The  woolen  trade  remains  in  a  very  active  state^  and  in  nearly  all 
Colne  Valley  mills  machinery  is  being  run  day  and  night.  Indica- 
tions point  to  a  continuance  of  these  conditions,  almost  every  factor 
being  in  favor  of  the  trade  in  cheap  goods  and  adverse  to  that  in  fine 
worsteds.  Business  in  fine  cloths  is  very  poor,  and  the  outlook  is 
gloomy,  manufacturers  fearing  that  unless  there  are  developments 
m  regard  to  army  cloth  they  will  not  be  able  to  keep  more  tliaii 
half  their  machinery  fully  occupied. 

The  main  difficnlty  in  the  worsted  Iwanch  arises  from  the  higli 
rates  which  spinners  demand  for  botany  and  other  fine  yams.  Manu- 
facturers of  women's  dress  goods  are  taking  fine  counts  in  large 

?uantities,  and  this  greatly  enhances  prices  to  makers  of  men's-wear 
abrics,  who  are  totally  unable  to  command  commensurate  rates 
for  Uie  finished  article. 

Export  Itade  If  Slack. 

More  and  more  are  merchants  turning  their  attention  to  woolen 
imitations  of  the  ifine  worsteds  and  tweeds — ^goods  which  can  not 
profitably  be  made  by  manufacturers  catering  for  the  West  End 
trade.  Fine  worsted  producers  are  also  heavily  hit,  but  by  the  lack 
of  over-sea  business,  the  South  American  bemg  the  onty  foreign 
markets  which  are  at  all  active. 

The  bulk  of  the  business  in  cheap  and  medium  woolen  goods  is  for 
the  home  trade,  the  Colonial  demand  being  much  smaller  than  usual, 
though  a  slight  improvement  in  Canadian  business  is  reported. 
Wools  sell  steadily,  and  rates  are  firm  for  all  except  low  grades. 


CONDITION  OF  THE  NOTTINOHAU  LACE  TBABE. 

[Consul  C.  &f.  Illtcli,  Xottingbfim,  England,  Oct.  I.] 

A  slight  improvement  has  taken  place  during  the  past  week  in  the 
demand  for  laces.  Some  nice  orders  have  been  received  for  cotton 
flouncings  in  widths  of  12  to  18  inches,  and  also  for  Calais  Valenciennes 
with  filet  etfect.  AUovers  are  not  in  ^eat  demand,  but  a  few  pleating 
laces  are  selling.  Embroidery  machmes  are  well  employed,  and  some 
orders  are  being  placed  for  Barmen  torchons.  Some  of  the  best  orders 
are  coming  from  the  South  American  markets,  but  these  are  mainly 
for  low  and  medium  class  goods.  The  curtain  manufacturers  are 
doing  a  fair  amount  of  business,  but  in  consequence  of  the  shortage  of 
labor,  makers  have  been  forced  to  raise  their  prices. 

There  is  a  strong  demand  for  plain  nets,  although  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  an  adequate  number  of  workers  has  materially  restricted 
the  output,  with  ue  result  that  prices  have  been  forced  to  a  higher 
level.  The  prospect  of  a  continuance  of  activity  in  this  branch  is 
extremely  bright 

The  making-up  trade  remains  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition,  and 
the  supply  of  blouses  and  neckwear  is  scarcely  equal  to  the  demand. 
There  is  a  good  denfand  for  veilings^  and  all  qualities  meet  with  a 
ready  sale. 
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FXrSHINa  V.  &  TRADE  07  RORWAT,  SWEDEN,  ABU  BTTSSIA. 

Present  activities  of  foreign  trade  organizations  in  the  United 
States  are  indicated  by  announcements  from  Commercial  Agent 
E.  C.  Porter  at  New  York  that  a  new  chamber  of  commerce  has  been 
launched  there  to  develop  Norwegian  trade  with  the  United  States; 
that  the  Swedisli  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  that  city  is  steadily  in- 
creasing its  membership  and  activities  after  a  year  of  existence;  and 
that  influential  Kussian  interests  have  established  a  new  publication 
with  the  purpose  of  developing  Russian-American  trade. 

The  Norwegian- American  Chamber  of  Commerce  aims  to  build  a 
center  for  trade  information  and  to  furnish  a  medium  by  which 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  can  be  j>ut  in  toudi  with 
Norwegian  firms.  It  has  the  bacsdng  of  commercial  leaders  in  that 
country  r.nd  is  believed  to  be  in  a  position  to  perform  very  valuable 
service.  It  will  have  permanent  offices  in  New  York  City  under  the 
supervision  of  a  staff  of  competent  officials  and  will  publish  a  mcmthly 
bulletin.  It  has  established  headquarters  at  17  State  Street 
Swedish  Chamber  of  CommeToe  Doing  SnoeoHfal  Work. 

One  of  the  most  helpful  agencies  in  the  development  of  trade 
between  United  States  and  Scandinavian  countries  is  the  Swedish 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  was  organized  about  a  year  ago.  It 
has  its  headquarters  at  the  Produce  Exchange  Annex,  New  York 
City.  Its  purpose  is  to  create  a  medium  of  intercourse  and  central 
information  in  regard  to  the  Scandinavian  countries,  and  to  furnish 
American  manufacturers  with  specific  requests  in  regard  to  trade.  It 
has  been  doing  very  suc(»ssful  wwk,  and  is  steadily  increasing  its 
membership. 

The  Kussi  an- American  Journal  of  Commerce  will  be  issued 
monthly  at  New  York,  and  will  print  its  material  both  in  English 
and  Russian. 

Commerce  Rbposts  has  already  nrinted  refer^ces  to  the  Spanish 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  New  York,  on  May  11,  the  Japanese 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  San  Francisco,  on  October  5,  and  Chinese 
chambers  at  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  on  October  2, 1915. 

HTDUSTRIAL  EXHIBITS  FOB  DENKAEE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Enrla  W.  Tbompwn,  The  Hagne,  Netherlandi,  Sept.  SO.I 

Recently  the  secretary  to  the  commercial  attache  paid  a  visit  to 
the  permanent  Industrial  Exposition  at  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 
where  there  are  on  display  machinery,  hardware,  agricultural  imple- 
ments, and  other  manufactures,  mostly  Danish.  Knowing  the  hi^h 
merit  of  American  wares,  he  considered  this  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  acc|uaint  the  Danish  people  with  the  good  qualities  of  similar 
American  products.  Upon  his  return  he  stated: 

It  occurred  to  me  that  here  would  be  a  splendid  chance  and  place  tellingly  to 
illustrate  the  saperiortty  of  American  goods,  and  perhaps  ntillze  this  os  an 
effective  arcnne  for  the  introduction  of  American  industrial  products  by  Install- 
ing a  small  permanent  exhibit  Such  display  should  be  In  charge  of  on  Amer- 
ican representative  who  could  intelligently  explain  the  merits  of  the  exhibited 
article  to  visitors  and  inquirers,  of  whom  there  seemed  a  steady  and  quite 
appreciable  number. 

The  su^stion  is  presented  for  the  consideration  of  American 

manufacturers. 

Digitized  by  Google 


COMHEBCE  BKPOBTS.  309 

TAKE  CENSUS  07  BED  flAUEOR  DT  WOOD  BIVEB,  AIASEA. 

'  This  year's  census  of  the  number  of  red  salmon  entering  Lake 
Alegnagik,  the  first  of  the  Wood  River  series  of  lakes  in  Alaska, 
shows  a  total  of  248,900.  compared  with  2,600,655  in  1908,  803,244 
in  1909,  670,104  in  1910,  354,299  in  1911,  325,264  in  1912,  and  753,109 
in  1913,  no  census  having  been  taken  in  1914.  The  work  was  done 
under  me  direction  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries.  The 
object  of  the  census  was  to  determine,  if  possible,  the  percentage  of 
saunon  in  a  given  region  which  must  be  allowed  to  escape  to  the 
spawning  grounds  in  order  to  maintain  a  normal  supply. 

Counting  was  begun  on  June  14,  when  161  fish  passed  through  the 
gates,  and  was  continued  through  August  2,  on  which  date  the  num- 
ber of  salmon  passing  had  dwindled  to  70.  The  maximum  run  oc- 
curred on  July  7,  when  upward  of  26.000  fish  were  noted.  The  total 
count  of  salmon  was  259,271,  of  wnich  number,  according  to  an 
estimate  of  the  enumerator,  3  per  cent  were  humpbacks  and  1  per 
cent  dog  salmon,  leaving  a  balance  of  248,900  red  salmon;  37  king 
salmon  also  passed  through  the  gates. 

The  comparatively  small  run  of  fish  into  Lake  Alegnagik  may 
perhaps  be  partly  accounted  for  by  the  unusually  mild  weather  ex- 
perienced this  ^ear  in  the  Nusha^ik  region,  which  afforded  favor- 
able opportunities  for  ihe  taking  for  the  canneries  of  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  ran. 


HABTE8TIK6  OR  AUSTBAUAR  GOVEBmiEBT  FABX. 

[Srdnej  Herald,  Sept  6.] 

TtTUtAHOBE. — A  new  60  horsepower  Caterpillar  engine  and  24  Sun- 
shine harvesters  arrived  on  Fridaj  for  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment farm  at  Woodlands.  It  is  mtended  to  use  this  engine  for  haul- 
ing to  and  fro  from  Tullamore  to  Woodlands,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  machine  will  pull  20  tons  without  any  difficulty.  Mr.  B. 
Hart,  engineer  in  charge  at  Woodlands,  speaks  veir  highly  of  the 
Caterpillar  engines  for  all  farm  work.  There  are  five  on  the  area, 
and  each  one  is  to  pull  three  harvesters.  There  are  also  100  head  of 
very  fine  draft  horses.  It  is  intended  to  work  10  reapers  and  binders, 
each  to  be  drawn  by  horses.  The  crops  on  the  whole  area  are  looking 
splendid  and,  given  another  fall  oi  rain,  a  big  vield  is  assured. 
Fallowing  is  now  in  full  swing,  about  4,000  acres  being  completed. 
It  is  intended  to  fallow  15,000  acres  this  year.  The  clearing  on  the 
adjoining  area  of  Orange  Plains  is  being  pushed  on,  but  as  most  of 
the  timber  is  green  it  is  rather  slow  and  expensive  work  as  compared 
with  the  Woodlands  area.  The  men  on  the  clearing  area  are  working 
under  the  butty  gang  system. 


CORSULAB  TBASE  CORI^ERGES. 

Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  formerly  at  Toronto,  now  en  route  to  his 
new  post  at  Colon,  Panama,  will  be  in  New  York  for  several  days 
prior  to  his  sailing  on  November  4.  Trade  conferences  may  be  ar- 
ranged by  addressmg  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, 409  Cludtomhouse,  New  York. 
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FERXAHEITT  BEFBESENTATIOR  SHOTTCD  BE  SOUGHT. 

[Commercial  Ageot  E.  B.  Jadd,  New  Orleans,  Oct.  7.1 

American  consuls  and  other  writers  on  export-trade  subjects  have 
from  time  to  time  called  the  attention  of  American  manufacturers  to 
the  fallacy  of  giving  representation  for  their  lines  in  Latin- American 
countries  to  the  representatives  of  European  concerns,  unless  some 
contract  is  made  guaranteeing  tlmt  the  representation  will  be  con- 
tinued after  the  European  manufacturers  are  again  in  the  market. 

A  striking  instance  of  this,  which  has  just  come  to  the  attention  of 
this  ofSce,  is  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  stearic  acid  in  Central 
America.  This  product  was  formerly  supplied  by  the  United  States 
in  considerable  quantities,  but  some  years  ago  a  European  house  put 
a  permanent  representative  in  the  field  and  captured  practically  the 
entire  trade.  The  outbreak  of  the  European  war  made  it  impossible 
for  the  Continental  firm  to  fill  orders  from  its  home  plant,  and  its 
Central  American  representative  is  reported  to  have  been  buying  acid 
in  the  United  States.  Some  Ainerican  firm  is  doubtless  congratulat- 
ing itself  on  the  profitable  business  which  has  come  to  it  as  a  result 
of  the  war,  not  realizing  that  it  is  merely  assisting  a  forei^  com- 
petitor to  hold  together  his  customers  until  his  own  firm  is  again 
ready  to  take  up  the  business.  The  American  firm  is  missing  a 
golden  opportunity  to  put  its  own  man  in  the  field,  get  in  touch  with 
the  native  market,  and  build  up  a  permanent,  profitable  business. 


CHILEAN  IMPOBTS,  EXPORTS,  AlfD  DUTIES  COLLECTEJ). 

[Conaol  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Auf.  81.1 

Importations  into  Chile  for  the  first  six  months  of  1914  amoimted 

to  $53,467,548  and  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  to  $23,270,488,  a 
decrease  of  $30,197,060.  Exportations  from  Chile  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1914  amounted  to  $65,730,877  and  for  the  first  six  months 
of  1915  to  $47,708,272,  a  decrease  of  $18,022,605.  In  the  first  six 
months  of  1914  nitrate  to  the  value  of  $15,012,822  was  exported,  and 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  1915  exportations  amounted  to 
$9,970,317,  a  decrease  of  $5,042,505. 

Import  duties  for  the  first  six  months  of  1914  amounted  to  $10,- 
231,123  and  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1195  to  $4,340,044.  a 
decrease  of  $5,891,079.  Export  duties  for  the  first  six  months  of  1914 
amounted  to  $15,143,071  and  for  the  half  year  in  1915  to  $10,062,385, 
a  decrease  of  $5,080,686. 


NAVIGATION  LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  new  edition  of  Navigation  Laws  for  1916  is  now  available, 
the  last  issue  having  been  in  1911.  The  Bureau  of  Navigation  has 
included  in  the  new  volume  the  new  seamen's  act  of  March  4, 1915, 
and  a  table  of  laws  giving  the  sections  of  the  Kevised  Statutes  and 
subsequent  laws,  the  date  of  enactment  and  amendment.  It  is  a 
cloth-bound  volume  of  585  pages,  and  may  be  purchased  at  the 
nominal  price  of  $1  from  the  Superintendent  of  iJocuments,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 
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BBinSH  CHEAP  CLOTHinG  KAinTFACTUBE. 

[Coneal  Rufus  Fleming,  Edlnbargh,  Scotlaod,  Sept  27.] 

In  a  lecture  a  few  days  ago  to  the  classes  in  the  South  of  Scotland 
Technical  College,  Galashiels,  Dr.  Thomas  Oliver,  the  principal, 
said'  that  the  great  development  of  the  ready-made  clothing  trade 
had  been  the  most  conspicuous  feature  of  wool-cloth  marketing  in 
recent  years. 

The  enormous  amount  of  cheap  female  labor  in  London  has  deter- 
mined the  flow  of  this  trade  in  that  channel,  and  now  London  com- 
petes with  Leeds  for  the  honor  of  having  the  largest  clothing  trade 
in  the  United  ICingdom.  There  also  are  to  be  found  the  very  cheap- 
est ^ades  made  up  with  the  help  of  the  low-priced  labor  offered  in 
the  East  End  of  London.  Some  years  ago  suits  were  made  to  sell 
to  the  wearer  at  9s.  ($2.19).  The  cloth  could  be  bought  in  Leeds  at 
6i  d.  (13  cents)  per  yard,  54  inches  wide;  3i  yards  of  cloth  were 
required,  so  that  the  doth  cost  was  Is.  9d.  (42|  cents)  per  suit;  the 
cost  of  making  and  trimming  amounted  to  3s.  3d.  (79  cents),  for  the 
most  part  made  on  subcontract  in  "sweatshops."  The  clothing 
manufacturer  was  thus  enabled  to  sell  to  the  retailer  at  Cs.  9d. 
($1.64),  but  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  materials  has  changed  these 
fibres  and  now  prices  are  30  to  50  per  cent  higher.  The  new  con- 
ditions in  clothing  manufacture  in  Scotland  were  thus  described  by 
Dr.  Oliver: 

Thirty  years  ago  Glasgow  was  a  very  Important  center  of  distribution  of 
uTOol  dot^  for  the  tailoring  trade,  but  the  merchant  trade  of  Glasgow  has 
lai^y  disappeared,  owing  to  so  many  of  the  firms  taking  up  the  ready-mnde 
line.  The  rise  of  the  ready-to-wenr  branch  of  the  industry  has  been  a  strong 
temptation  to  the  ooonomlcal  bu.Ter.  If  he  can  buy  a  satisfactory  suit  at  253. 
($G.08)  to  30s.  (?7.30),  there  is  little  likelihood  that  he  will  invest  £3  ($14.60) 
to  £4  ($19.46)  In  a  suit.  So  a  tailoring  business  which  at  one  time  employed 
about  40  hands  Is  now  reduced  to,  say,  3  men,  while  the  clothier  is  everywhere  in 
evitlence  offei-ing  tiie  ready-to-wear  garments.  Some  of  these  are  marvelous 
productions.  iMst  year,  twfore  the  war,  a  firm  in  Lelth  was  offering  suits  made 
to  measure  at  15s.  ($3.65)  from  cloth  on  view  In  the  shop.  The  cloth  was  not 
the  old-fashioned  article,  with  cotton  warp  and  weft,  but  consisted  of  a  twist 
made  up  of  woolen  an<l  cotton  threads  in  both  warp  and  weft,  and  was  p  good 
ImitatioD  of  a  fancy  woolen  cloth. 

Last  month  In  another  city  I  saw  that  one  tailor  was  ofForing  a  very  fair  pro- 
duction at  16s.  lid.  (.$4.11),  made  to  measure.  I  liandled  the  cloth,  and,  even 
allowing  that  the  price  was  a  siMJClal  ofiVr  during  the  clieap-sale  period,  I  can 
not  figure  out  where  the  profits  came  in  to  tlie  various  firms  concerne<l.  Dlvi- 
tiion  of  labor  Is  nowhere  in  greater  evidence  than  in  the  manufacture  of  clothing. 
In  the  recent  boom  in  army  requirements  clothing  firms  have  been  constrained 
to  sublet  part  of  their  contracts.  Tiiey  have  allowed  subcontractors  I>s.  Gd. 
($1.34)  per  overcoat  and  about  the  same  price  for  a  suit  for  making,  with 
nil  material  supplied.  Before  the  war  lower  prices  were  obtained. 

A  method  which  Is  gaining  ground  in  tite  provincial  towns  is  for  tailors. 
Instead  of  ordering  cloth  from  the  nierehants,  to  send  tlie  measurements  of 
their  customers  to  the  clothing  manufacturers,  who  in  a  few  days  sends  Unck 
to  the  tailor  a  finished  garment.  Tlie  tailor  may  make  any  slinlit  alteration 
required,  and  the  customer  is  under  tlie  impression  that  the  suit  is  made  on 
tlie  tailor's  premises.  The  system  has  the  advantage  that  the  garments  arc 
well  made  and  allows  a  tailor  with  small  knowledge  of  the  business  to  get 
along  without  engaging  an  experienced  cutter,  and  he  is  not  burdened  with  keep- 
ing a  number  of  tailors,  who  would  only  be  irregularly  employed  according  as 
the  fluctuotlons  of  the  seasons  imposed.  The  same  system  has  also  been  iutro- 
dnced  in  costume  departments,  but  has  not  gained  such  o  foothold,  because 
ladles  usually  are  not  satisfied  unless  they  get  a  number  of  "  fittings  on,"  with 
Dumeroos  alterations,  and  those  who  are  less  fastldlooa  can  buy  from  a  draper 
a  garment  ready  to  wear. 
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ASOEHTnrA, 

[Boletln  Oflclal,  Aoff.  8,  1016.] 
OlaHilleatlon  of  Iron  and  Steel  Beams. 

A  presidential  decree,  published  A^igust  3,  1915,  establishes  the 
following  tariff  clasdfications  for  certain  iron  and  steel  beams  and 
structural  shapes  imported  into  Argentina.  I-shaped  iron  of  more 
than  7  centimeters  (2.76  inches)  maximum  thickness,  whether  or  not 
perforated,  is  to  be  considered  as  heavy  beams  and  classified  under 
tariff  No.  1150,  at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent  on  an  official  valuation  of 
0.04  peso  per  kilo.  Beams  joined  together  or  riveted  shapes,  form- 
ing a  douole  T,  are  assimilated  to  "  wrought  iron  not  specified  in 
the  tariff"  and  made  dutiable  under  No.  1153,  at  25  per  cent  on  a 
valuation  of  0.10  peso  per  kilo.  Structural  shapes  which  hare  been 
subjected  to  some  process  after  rolling,  such  as  cutting,  filing,  bend- 
ing, etc.,  are  also  classified  under  No.  1153,  unless  they  are  imported 
as  knockdown  parts  of  columns,  posts,  etc.,  in  which  case  they  are 
dutiable  under  No.  1152,  at  25  per  cent  on  a  valuation  of  0.08  peso 
per  kilo.  A  surtax  of  2  per  cent  of  the  valuation  is  to  be  added  to 
all  the  rates  above  quoted.  [Peso,  $0,965.] 

BBAZn.. 

lAmbassador  Bdwln  T.  Morgan,  Bio  de  Jaoelro,  Sept,  0,  1015.] 
Proposed  Beffulatloni  for  Samples  and  Adverttsliiff  Hatter. 

Efforts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  obtain  more  favorable 
customs  treatment  for  samples  of  commercial  travelers,  as  well  as 
for  advertising  matter,  imported  into  Brazil,  and  it  is  now  stated  that 
the  budget  committee  of  the  Brazilian  Chamber  of  Deputies  has 
reported  favorably  on  a  proposal  to  incorporate  in  the  budget  law 
for  1916  new  and  more  liberal  regulations  on  this  subject  If  the 
proposed  article  is  induded  in  the  new  budget  law,  which  will  ^ 
into  effect  January  1,  1916,  as  now  appears  probable,  commercial 
travelers  in  Brazil  will  be  greatly  facilitated  in  the  discharge  of 
their  business. 

According  to  the  proposed  legislation,  samples  accompanying  com- 
mercial travelers  are  to  be  exempt  from  duty,  provided  a  bond  for 
their  reexportation  within  such  time  limit  as  the  customs  authorities 
may  prescribe  is  furnished,  or  the  amount  of  duty  leviable  deposited 
pending  such  reexportation.  In  this  respect  they  are  assimilated  to 
articles  imported  for  exhibition  purposes,  for  which  the  present 
tariff  provides  temporary  free  admission  under  bond.  Samples  are 
to  be  acccompanied  by  a  certificate  of  origin  duly  legalized  and  a 
detailed  list  of  their  number  and  character.  A  reduction  of  50 
per  cent  in  the  duties  on  illustrated  catalogues,  circulars,  posters, 
and  advertising  cards  of  all  kinds  is  also  provided  for,  and  a  similar 
reduction  is  proposed  in  the  case  of  articles  such  as  pocket  knives, 

Eencil  holders,  cigarette  cases,  etc.,  intended  exclusively  for  distri- 
ution  as  advertisements  and  bearing  on  their  surface  an  indication 
of  such  destined  use. 

[At  present  there  is  no  legal  authority,  according  to  a  recent 
report  of  the  Brazilian  Minister  of  Finance,  for  the  temporary  free 
admission  of  travelers'  samples.  It  has  therefore  usually  been 
necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  exemption  from  import  duty,  to  make 
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the  samples  entirely  unsalable  by  mutilation  or  other  means,  in- 
Tolving  considerable  delay  and  inconvenience  at  the  customhouse.] 

KASAGASGAB. 
[Conrol  JamM  O.  Carter,  Tamatave.  May  12,  1910.] 
Xarkliitr  of  Cotton  Ooods. 

According  to  a  Madagascar  decree  publi^ed  May  8,  1915,  which 
is  to  go  into  efifect  one  year  from  the  date  of  publication,  if  cotton 
goods  (bleached  and  unbleached)  imported  into  the  colony  and  its 
dependencies  bear  on  their  surface  a  statement  as  to  length,  the 
measurement  must  be  expressed  in  terms  of  the  metric  system  and 
in  French.  Measurements  stated  otherwise  will  be  permitted  only 
when  the  corresponding  len^h  in  meters  is  indicated  in  figures  of 
equal  size.  A  maximum  variation  of  2  per  cent  between  the  actual 
length  and  that  stamped  on  the  goods  is  allowed. 

BALTASOB. 

"BKm  Cnstonu  Tariff.  ■ 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a 
cofpy  of  the  new  customs  tariff  recently  enacted  in  Salvador,  which 
is  to  go  into  effect  January  1,  1916.  Information  concerning  the 
new  rates  of  duty  will  be  furnished  to  those  interested  upon  rec^uest. 
[It  is  expected  that  a  translation  of  the  new  tariff  will  be  published 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  the  near 
future.] 

[Dlarlo  Oflcial,  Sept  18.] 
Certificates  of  Purity  for  Lard. 

A  presidential  decree  of  September  18, 1915,  requires  that  all  lard 
imported  into  Salvador  after  December  1,  1915,  be  accompanied  by 
a  duly  legalized  certificate  of  purity,  setting  forth  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  shipment.  The  Salvadorian  consuls  in  the  coimtry  of 
exportation  are  forbidden  to  certify  the  invoices  for  lard  shipments 
unless  such  a  document  is  furnished. 

[Lard  was  declared  exempt  from  customs  duty  and  surtaxes  upon 
importation  into  Salvador  by  a  decree  of  Jan.  29,  1915,  as  reported 
in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  16,  p.  91.] 

SWEDEN. 

(Charge  d'Affalraa  Jdlmm  Caflery,  Stoolclidti^  Ans- 14,  IHS. 
Bcdnotkoi  oa  Sngax. 

A  royal  decree  of  August  13,  1915,  prescribes  the  following  reduc- 
tions in  the  rates  of  duty  on  sugar  imported  into  Sweden,  to  go  into 
effect  January  1,  1916  (kilo,  2.2046  pounds;  crown,  $0,268): 


Rote  of  duty. 

Old. 

New. 

Sagar: 

Crown 
wrUIo. 
0.11 

.U 
.08 

Crown 
perUto. 
O.UB 

.lU 
.079 

Not  refined— 

Bolow  No.  18  Dutoh  standard  In  color  (even  If  Imported  In  kllqnld  state}.. 

Hie  drawback  on  refined  sugar  is  reduced  from  0.11  to  0.08  crown 
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COFPEB  HZNINa  BT  CHINSSK  OOVE&NHENT. 

[Extract  from  FdldDg  Dall;  News  of  ^^^p>  ^  Commercial  AttacM  Jolean  H.  Arnold, 

Yunnan  Province  is  one  of  the  richest  copper  districts  of  the  world. 
The  late  Ch'ing  dynasty  depended  on  the  copper  supply  from  that 
Province  for  the  minting  of  copper  cash.  The  Imperial  Government 
appointed  officials  to  supervise  the  mining  works,  and  at  one  time  the 
Yimnan  iiiines  regularly  shipped  6,000,000  catties  (catt3^=li  pounds) 
of  copper  to  Peking  every  year.  The  best  mines  are  situated  in  the 
Tungcnuan  district.  During  the  Taiping  rebellion  the  mining  opera- 
tions were  suspended,  the  regular  supply  of  copper  to  Peking  was 
cut  oiF,  and  the  Imperial  Government  nas  had  lo  resort  to  minting 
10-cash  copper  pieces  so  as  to  save  material.  After  the  Taiping 
rebellion  not  much  success  has  been  obtained  in  running  the  mining 
works. 

Upon  the  establishment  of  the  Republican  Government  the  copper 
mines  were  taken  over  by  the  Tungcnuan  Mining  Go.  This  company 
had  a  capital  of  $300,000,  the  Government  supplying  one-half  oi  the 
capital.  But  the  capital  has  never  been  fully  subscribed,  and  tlie 
company  has  never  secured  satisfactory  results  in  the  development 
of  the  mines.  Consequently  the  output  is  limited,  and  as  tiie  adop- 
tion of  antiquated  native  methods  means  greater  expenses,  the  price 
quoted  by  the  company  for  its  copper  is  high.  Thus  the  various  Gov- 
ernment mints  found  it  unprofitable  to  purchase  Yunnan  copper,  and 
therefore  the  raw  material  for  the  minting  of  copper  coins  was  all 
secured  from  Japan  and  other  coimtries. 

The  Government  recently  organized  the  Gold  Mining  Bureau, 
wider  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  to  control  the  gold,  silver,  copper,  and 
other  metals  necessary  for  the  minting  of  coins.  The  Ministry  of 
Finance  now  requests  that  a  high  official  be  appointed  to  superintend 
the  development  of  the  copper  mines  at  Tungchuan.  The  Tungchnan 
Mining  Co.  will  be  taken  over  by  the  Government,  so  that  better 
results  may  be  secured.  The  lead  and  zinc  mines  will  also  be  devel- 
oped under  official  supervision.  Mr.  Sung  Lien-kuei  has  been  ap- 
pointed director  general  of  the  Tungchuan  mines. 

STABGH  SHOBTAGE  IH  IBEIAND. 

[Consul  Wesley  Frost,  Cork  (QuepDstown),  Sept.  28.] 

Laundry  starch  is  now  costing  $0.81  per  112  pounds,  this  being  an 
average  figure  for  the  average  grade.  The  single  starch  factory  at 
Cork  is  curtailing  its  deliveries,  and  the  leading  English  starch 
firms  are  also  unable  to  serve  their  customers  promptly  or  at  normal 
]>rices. 

The  use  of  laundry  starch  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  while  not  as 
lirevalent  as  in  the  United  States,  is  considerable.  The  city  of  Cork 
has  three  laundries,  while  Quecnstown,  Buttevant,  YougKal,  and  a 
number  of  other  large  towns  have  laundry  establishments.  The 
string  of  hotels  conducted  by  the  Great  Southern  &  Western  Kail- 
way  Co.  have  their  own  laundry  plants.  Prominent  dealers  at  Cork 
buy  in  lots  of  two  tons,  more  or  less.  The  starch  must  be  absolutely 
pure  white. 

[The  address  of  n  starch  dealer  nt  Cork  who  has  asked  the  consulate  for  on 
American  councctloD  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestio 
Commerce ;  refer  to  file  67279.] 
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ARUZSTLBZ  FOBEISH  COHHEBCE,  FIBST  HALF  OF  1915. 

[Consul  GenenU  W.  Uenrj  Robertson,  Buenos  Aires,  Aug.  24 ;  BuppIemeDttDS  disnitcb  In 
CoMuntct  Bbpokts  tor  Sept.  2U,  1810.] 

Statistics  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  Argentina  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1915,  by  countries,  are: 


Countries, 

Xmports. 

Exports. 

ritst  ballol 

iDCMse  or  (le- 
Dr«eseIroml914. 

Pbst  haUo( 

ms. 

Increase  or  de- 
mue  from  1911 

United  States  

t34.376,SaO 
18,580,397 
9,775,92* 
5,432,797 
5,0D7,G0a 
4,aS2,638 
l,8f3,579 
150.707 
631,602 
4,666,888 
940,891 
64%  510 
338,737 
173,917 

-•2Z,l£0.e06 

-  1,697,605 

-  4,578.096 

-  9,0S4,1K2 
+      33 '888 

-  24,370,921 

-  632,455 

-  1,534.615 

-  7,908,425 
+  191.727 
+  l.i.759 

-  £3S,3r,4 
+  137,713 
+  37,229 

»73,153,749 

3S,Sft8,8S9 

!4,23'J,157 
3,858,440 

+$17,055,304 
+  16.142,760 
+  26,233,419 
+  9,001,070 
+  2,990,507 

it^iy  

HoUand.  

9,943,817 

+  3,133,960 

BruU  

gB<«u»y..;  

634,734 
3,3»,30a 
784,093 

+   ■    14,  U3 
+  1,146.543 
+  57,351 

ChBs...  

00,986,055 

+  «,  5X3,309 

It  is  estimated  that  about  CO  per  cent  of  the  "exports  to  order" 
were  for  British  account.  Germany,  Austria-Hungary,  nnd  Belgium 
have  disappeared  from  the  export  list,  although  it  must  be  considered 
almost  certain  that  at  least  the  first  two  have  received  Argentine 
products  to  a  large  extent  through  neutral  countries.  In  the  first 
naif  of  1914  Argentine  exports  sent  to  these  three  countries  were: 
Germany,  $26,994,037;  Belgium,  $15,119,662;  Austria-Hxmgary, 
$1,152,444. 

Import  duties  in  the  first  half  of  1915  amounted  to  $18,787,713,  a 
decrease  of  $12,333,079.   

UANVFACTUBERS'  SALES  KETHODS. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Goalnt,  Vcnemela,  Sept  25.1 

So  many  criticisms  of  American  business  methods  arc  heard  that  it 
is  well  to  mention  an  occasional  complimentary  statement  that  is 
made.  An  automobile  agent  in  this  district  was  approached  by  a  per- 
son who,  considering  himself  entitled  to  special  treatment,  proposed 
to  purchase  a  car,  but  demanded  that  the  agent  relinquish  his  com- 
mission in  favor  of  the  purchaser.  The  proposition  was  declined,  and 
no  sale  was  made.  This  individual,  however,  going  to  New  York 
shortly  after,  bought  one  of  the  cars  while  there.  The  manufacturers, 
solely  because  of  the  sliipping  directions,  sent  the  entire  commission 
to  their  Venezuelan  agent  who  by  telling  the  story  somewhat  glee- 
fully is  tiius  stimulating  further  interest  in  American  trade. 

A  Trinidad  newspaper  commenting  on  the  arrival  of  four  Ameri- 
can automobiles  for  Ciudad  Bolivar  states  that  there  are  now  50 
motor  cars,  all  of  American  make,  in  that  Venezuelan  metropolis  on 
the  Orinoco  River.  American  cars,  however,  have  been  much  farther 
up  the  Orinoco  than  Ciudad  Bolivar.  In  the  dry  season  the  tri|> 
from  Caracas  to  San  Fernando  de  Apure  is  frequently  made;  it 
lequires  about  48  hours  driving. 
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lEON-OBE  SHIFMEHTS  FROH  VABVIK  TO  CONTDnTE. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stockholm,  Sweden,  Sept.  13.] 

Owing  to  recent  seizures  of  a  number  of  Swedish  steamers  carry- 
ing iron  ore  from  the  Norwegian  port  of  Narvik  to  Rotterdam,  it 
was  reported  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Trafik-Aktiebolaget 
Grangesberg-Oxelosund  to  discontinue  shi]>ments  from  Narvik.  The 
company,  however,  states  that  this  report  is  incorrect,  and  that  it  is 
its  intention  to  continue  shipments  as  heretofore.  This  will  be  of 
interest  in  the  United  States,  for  the  reason  that  about  300,000  tons 
of  Lapland  ore  are  being  exported  to  Philadelphia  each  year.  These 
shipments  will  continue. 

The  ti'uth  of  the  matter  is  that  if  shipments  ceased  from  the  povt 
of  Narvik,  the  mining  industry  in  Lapland  would  practically  come 
to  an  end,  as  the  Finnish  Bay  port  of  Lulea  is  icebound  during  seven 
months  of  the  year.  This  would  place  Sweden  also,  for  the  time 
being,  dei>endent  solely  upon  the  German  market,  a  conditioa  which 
would  seriously  affect  the  ore  output  on  the  whole. 

The  exportation  of  iron  ore  from  the  port  of  Oxelosund  is  on  the 
increase.  This  ore  goes  chiefly  to  Germany.  The  traffic  in  the  Baltic 
has  not  thus  far  been  interfered  with.  It  has  been  the  practice  of 
the  Trafik-Aktiebolaget  Grangesberg-Oxelosund  to  have  continu- 
ally in  store  at  Oxelosund  something  like  100,000  tons  of  ore.  The 
exportations  have  been  such  that  the  supply  now  actually  on  hand 
at  this  port  amounts  to  but  45,000  tons. 

ArranEreineiiti  Hade  to  Doable  Ontpat. 

The  daily  supply  of  iron  ore  from  the  Grangesberg  district  in  cen- 
tral Sweden  is  2,000  tons,  but  arrangements  are  being  made  to  douUe 
the  output.  A  special  road  is  now  being  constructed  in  Oxelosund, 
and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Grangesberg  Company  to  send  bottom- 
tipping  ore  cars  from  Gellivaara  m  Lapland  in  order  to  be  able  to 
handle  more  easily  the  increased  demands  upon  the  loading  capacity 
of  the  quay  at  Oxelosund. 

According  to  the  "Affarsvarlden  "  of  September  8,  1915,  the  Iron 
Association,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Stockholm  August  31,  repoiied : 

The  conditions  of  sale  for  export  have  been  unfayornble  for  the  more  Im- 
porlaat  products  of  the  Swedish  Iron  trade,  except  pig  iron,  throushoiit  tlie  first 
half  year.  The  quautltles  exported  during  that  time,  partly  of  ingot  and  steel 
Mooms.  partly  of  ready-rolled  bar  and  fine  iron,  fall  even  under  the  low  figures 
of  the  first  half  of  1!>14.  An  iuiproveiiieut.  has.  however,  asserted  itself  In  July 
and  AuRiist.  with  more  lively  donuind  and  incvoiiKed  export;  and  as  the  home 
consumption  is  also  good,  the  rolling  mills  are  busily  engaged,  whereas  the 
demand  for  steel  blooms  and  hammered  Iron  is  still  very  lusigniScant.  The 
export  of  pig  iron  has  also  been  checked.  Other  difficulties,  caused  by  the  war, 
oppress  the  iron  Industry.  Hard  coal  can  now  scai-coly  be  obtained  from  abroad. 
The  difficulties  In  procuring  other  Important  necessaries  from  abroad  are  sUl! 
greater,  in  some  respects  insurniotmtsible,  and  the  prices  that  have  to  be  paid 
are,  as  everybody  linows,  raised  beyond  all  reasonable  liniita.  Owing  to  these 
diflicuUles,  and  the  general  unsafely,  cautiou  regarding  future  sales  is  still 
advisable. 

[Cbars^  d' Affaires  Jefferson  OalTrry,  AmerlcilD  Lotion,  Stockholm,  Sept.  6.] 
Export  of  Iron  Trodvots  Very  Foor  Dnring  Tear. 

With  the  exception  of  pig  iron,  the  export  of  iron  products  was 
very  poor  during  the  last  year.  During  July  and  August,  however, 
the  demand  has  been  greater  and  the  exportation  a  little  more  lively, 
and  as  the  demand  within  Sweden  is  satisfactory  the  iron  plants 
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have  had  plenty  of  work.  The  demand  for  wrought  iron  has  been 
very  small,  and  exportation  has  had  many  difficulties  because  of 
measures  taken  by  the  belligerent  countries.  Other  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  iron  industry  are  the  difficulty  in  getting  anthracite  coal, 
and  the  difficulty  and  almost  impossibility  of  getting  certain  other 
products  that  are  necessary. 

A  report  shows  that  on  June  30  there  were  109  smelting  furnaces 
in  action  out  of  125;  168  Lancashire  forges  out  of  255;  14  Bessemer 
furnaces  out  of  24;  59  Martin  furnaces  out  of  75.  On  July  31  there 
were  in  action  108  smelting  furnaces,  14  Bessemer,  and  61  Martin 
furnaces.  The  production  from  January  1  to  July  31  was: 


Class  at  production. 

1914 

1915 

CIus  cl  prodneUon. 

1914 

19U 

Ton*. 
432,300 
^300 

Ton*. 
435,500 
6C,300 
(0,300 

r«n#. 

354,800 

Tmt. 
383,481 

si$,3oa 

The  importation  of  iron  and  steel  has  greatly  decreased.  During 
the  first  half  of  1915  there  were  35,400  tons  less  imported  than  in  the 
tiKnroponding  time  last  year. 


NEW  ZEALAHD  COHMEEOIAL  VOTES. 

[Consal  General  Alfred  A.  ^nnslow,  AacUtnO,  Sept  16.1 
War  Increase  for  Food  ProduotB. 

The  average  increase  in  retwl  prices  of  food  products  in  the  25 
more  important  towns  and  cities  in  New  Zealand  irom  July  31, 1014, 
to  July  15,  1915,  was  12.16  per  cent,  with  the  greatest  aavanoe  for 
groceries. 
Lai^e  Ezporti. 

The  exports  from  New  Zealand  during  August,  1915,  amounted  to 
$9,668,441  against  $13,448,889  for  July,  August,  and  September,  in 
1914j  with  heavy  exports  for  the  first  half  of  September.   A  lai^ 
portion  of  Va&  above  exports  consisted  of  frozen  beef  and  mutton. 
Imports  from  the  ITnited  Xii^dom. 

Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  New  Zealand  during  June 
decreased  12^  per  cent  over  June,  1914,  while  there  was  a  5  per  cent 
decline  for  the  Jime  quarter  against  a  23  per  cent  decline  for  the 
March  quarter,  as  compared  with  1914.  Imports  of  china  and 
earthen  ware  for  June  suffered  most,  being  only  about  50  per  cent  of 
normal,  with  woolens  and  worsteds  next  at  about  75  per  cent 
Wheat  and  Oats  in  Hew  Zealand. 

According  to  a  special  grain  census  taken  in  New  Zealand,  there 
were  4,161,805  bu^els  of  wheat  and  2,391,361  bushels  of  oats  in  the 
cotmtry,  which  is  more  than  enough  to  supply  the  local  demand  until 
ano^er  harvest 
Sew  Zealand  OoTerament  Debt 

The  national  debt  of  New  Zealand  on  March  31,  1915,  was  $486,- 
941,552,  of  which  $118,358,536  falls  due  before  March  31,  1922.  Of 
this,  public  works,  such  as  railways,  public  buildings,  telegraph  and 
telephone  lines,  roads  and  bridges,  water-power  development,  etc., 
aooount  for  $249,231,437,  and  advances  to  settlers,  workers,  and  local 
authorities  for  $71,238,776. 
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ANTUKG  TRADE  FOB  SECOND  OtTAIlTEE  OP  TEAB. 

[Consul  John  K.  Davis,  ABtUDg,  China,  Aag.  19.1 

Chinese  customs  returns  at  Antung  show  that  during  the  second 
quarter  of  1915  the  amount  of  impoi-t  duty  collected  was  $24,305, 
American  currency,  less  than  in  the  correspondins  quarter  of  1914. 
However,  this  was  more  than  counterbalanced  hy  an  increase  in 
export  duty  of  $34,588. 

The  chief  item  of  interest  in  the  Antun^  trade  returns  for  the 
June  quarter  of  1915  is  the  decrease  in  the  imports  of  Japanese  cot- 
ton goods  into  Manchuria  through  this  port- 

As  a  result  of  the  inauguration  of  lower  freight  rates  on  through 
shipments  over  the  Chosen  and  South  Manchurian  railways,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  Japanese  cotton  goods  has  undoubtedly  been 
diverted  to  this  port  from  Dairen,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that 
in  spite  of  the  increase  thus  resulting,  practically  every  line  of 
Japanese  cottons  shows  an  appreciable  decrease. 

A  large  increase  in  exports  of  beans,  bean  cake,  and  cereals  was 
due  to  the  unusually  fine  crops  gathered  throughout  ihis  district  last 
year,  which  were  held  until  mis  year  for  market.  Silk  products  show 
an  increase  this  year  because  of  the  unfavorable  market  obtaining  in 
1914,  with  the  consequent  reduction  of  exports  at  that  time.  Timber 
increases  were  due  to  the  floods  in  the  autumn  of  1914,  which  brought 
down  an  abnormally  large  number  of  logs. 
Drop  in  Pzioei  of  Xannfaotued  Cotton. 

The  prices  of  Japanese  piece  goods,  sheetings,  drills,  jeans,  and 
imitation  native  cloth  have  been  about  20  per  cent  lower  than  for 
the  corresponding  quarter  in  1914.  This  has  been  occasioned  by  the 
same  factors  that  produced  a  decrease  in  the  imports  of  these  goods. 
The  price  of  cotton  yam  also  fell  about  20  per  cent,  but  the  steady 
demand  and  the  fact  that  the  Chinese  mills  could  not  produce  a  suffi- 
cient supply  to  satisfy  it  combined  to  keep  the  price  of  the  imported 
article  more  steady. 

Increases  in  prices  of  metals  were:  Zinc,  200  per  cent;  galvanized- 
iron  sheets,  100  per  cent;  brass,  60  per  cent;  galvanized -iron  wire,  50 
per  cent;  iron  plates  and  sheets,  40  per  cent;  copper,  40  per  cent; 
wire  nails,  30  per  cent. 

Sugar  has  increased  in  price  by  about  50  per  cent,  but  the  market 
has  been  rather  dull.  The  importation  of  foreign  flour  was  6,169,866 
pounds  in  1014,  but  none  was  imported  in  1915,  on  account  of  the 
great  demand  in  Europe,  and  the  consequently  small  supply  and  high 
prices  of  American  flour.  The  increase  in  the  receipts  of  native  flour 
from  4,529,000  pounds  in  1914  to  8,608,800  is  a  natural  result  of  the 
decrease  in  the  foreign  article. 

One  result  of  the  shortage  of  dyestuffs  during  the  quarter  was  the 
systematic  and  thorough  manner  in  which  the  Japanese  went  through 
this  district  gathering  up  and  reexporting  to  Japan  all  stocks  of 
dyes.  This  district  was  carefully  combed  and  any  new  consignments 
were  also  quickly  bought  up  and  sent  to  Japan. 

An  elaborately  illustrated  volume  issued  by  the  Fine  Cotton  Spin- 
ners' and  Doublers'  Association  (Ltd.),  of  Manchester,  which  out- 
lines the  development  of  the  cotton  industry  of  Lancashire,  England, 
has  been  added  to  the  library  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
through  the  courtesy  of  Consul  B.  £.  Holaday. 
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POSEIGI'  TRABE  OFFOKTUHITIES. 

[When  addrenes  are  omitted  tber        be  obtained  from  the  Botmb  or  Iti  bran«h 

•n«e«.] 

Paper,  No.  18848. — An  AmerlcaD  consular  offlcer  In  France  reports  that  a  com- 
mission agent  In  his  district  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis, 
American  manu&ctureis  and  exporters  of  all  articles  and  raw  materials 
reqolred  in  the  paper  trade.  Refra^nce  Is  given. 

Leather  goods,  jewelry,  tobacconists'  supplies,  etc..  No.  18849. — An  American 
consular  officer  In  Canada  reports  that  a  business  man  in  the  FIJI  Islands 
desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of 
novelties,  such  as  cheap  watches,  clocks,  Imitation  and  rolled  jewelry,  elec- 
tric torebes,  leather  goods,  electric  plated  ware,  tobacconists'  goods,  cutlery, 
tayn,  and  trick  goods.  Oorrcspondence  should  be  In  Engltdi. 

Foodatuifa,  No.  16850. — The  Bureau  ts  Informed  by  an  American  consular  officer 
In  ^mtn  that  a  firm  dealing  in  preserved  vegetables,  peppers,  etc.,  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  firms  Interested  in  that  line  of  goods. 

Carpets  and  rugs,  ehina  and  earthen  ware,  etc.,  No.  18851. — ^An  American  consu- 
lar officer  in  Chile  reporta  that  a  merchant  In  his  district  desires  to  receive 
catal<^e8,  price-lists,  samples,  etc.,  from  American  manuftictnrers  and  ex- 
porters of  unmounted  plate-glass  mirrors,  mouldings  for  frames  of  all  kinds, 
carpets  and  rugs,  chinaware  and  glassware,  wool  and  mixed  blankets, 
wrapplDg  paper,  paper  for  making  flowers,  and  paper  flowers.  Gorre^nd- 
oice  in  Spanish  is  preferred,  although  English  may  be  used. 

Tobaeoo,  No.  18852. — ^A  business  flrm  in  Denmark  has  Infcmned  an  Amraicaa 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of  leaf 
tobacco.  Gorreqmndence  may  be  in  English. 

OatoHne  and  lubricating  oUt,  No.  18853. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile 
reports  that  a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  secure  the  agency  for 
American  motor  spirits  and  lubricating  oils.  He  desires  to  contract  for 
the  territory  of  Magallanes  and  the  soutliern  part  of  Argentina.  The 
^Irlts  shouid  be  of  a  high  and  uniform  quality.  In  order  to  avoid  delay 
In  the  receipt  of  samples,  they  shouid  be  sent  by  ordinary  mall,  when  pos- 
sible, marked  **  Muestros  sin  valor  "  (samples  without  value)  Instead  of  by. 
parcels  post 

Tartaric  products.  No.  18854. — ^The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American  consular 
ofilcer  in  Spain  that  a  firm  desires  to  communicate  with  American  raanu- 
facturm  or  exporters  of  tartaric  products. 

Rutfber  stamp  materials,  etc..  No.  18855. — A  manufacturer  in  Russia  bos  In- 
formed an  American  consular  oflicer  that  lie  desires  to  establish  business 
relations  with  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  material  and 
equipment  required  for  the  manufacture  of  rubber  stamps  and  oigravlng 
work.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Russian  or  German. 

Construction  materials,  arsenal  equipment,  etc..  No.  18856. — An  American  con- 
sular officer  in  the  Far  East  reports  that  a  merchant  in  his  district  desires 
to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  etc.,  of  building  materials,  machinery,  and 
appliances  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  an  arsenal.  Further 
information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 

Brandies,  etc..  No.  18857. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that  a 
firm  in  bis  district  desires  to  establish  business  relations  with  American 
Importers  of  brandies,  liquors,  etc. 

Gfeneral  agmcy.  No.  18858. — ^A  firm  of  commission  agents  in  Chile  lias  informed 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  secure  the  agency  for  Amer- 
ican goods  of  all  kinds.  No  particulor  line  is  mentioned.  The  firm  is 
also  wiliiug  to  purchase  for  American  importers  such  Chilean  products  as 
algarobilla  beans,  hides,  nuts,  linseed,  quillai  bark,  nitrate,  etc. 

Staves,  No.  18859. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Portugal  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  staves  for  the  manufacture  of  wine 
pipes.  Large  quantities  will  be  bought  If  suitable  quotations  are  made. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Terms  desired  ore  "cash  against 
docoments."  Baference  is  given. 
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FSOFOSALS  FOR'  aOVEBHHENT  STTPniES  AND  GOKSTBTTCnOIT. 

[CorrospoBdcnci?  should  be  direct  with  the  offlces  named,  end  speclfl cations  can  usualij 
bo  obtniDcd  at  the  points  where  tho  goods  nre  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  la  to  be  per- 
foricoil.  In  cahva  nlieic  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  flritM  to  subintt  teodcra, 
tb(',v  should  nsk  to  be  plnrcd  on  the  niuiling  lists  ot  such  offices  to  receive  notices  ealllog 
for  future  svipplics  or  work  of  a  sinillar  nature.] 

Navtf  Department  supplies.  No.  2735. — Sealed  proposnls  will  be  recelvetl  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Aecoiiuts,  Ntivy  Deportment,  Washinirton,  D.  C, 
xiiitll  Novoiuber  9,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  following  materials.  Firms 
interested  therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and 
Accounts,  giving  the  schedule  numbers  desired:  Schedule  8902,  steel  cap 
screws ;  schedule  S903,  universal  grinding  machine  and  wire  feed  screw  ma- 
chines;  schedule  89()4,  furnishing  and  erecting  wooden  water .  tanks ; 
schedule  8905,  furnishing  and  installing  exhaust  system;  schednle  8906, 
polishing  and  buffing  lathes;  schedule  8907,  watcb-nuirk  braid,  whisk 
brooms,  combs,  cotton  handkerchiefs,  and  needles;  schedule  8900,  fur- 
nLshlng  and  erecting  forging  furnace;  schedule  8910,  steel  hoop  and  lock- 
ing ring  forglngs ;  schedule  8911,  rubber  air  hose  and  drawing  and  tracing 
'  plan  sheets;  schedule  8912,  power  gap  sliear  and  rotary  shear  with  cir- 
cular cutting  extension;  schedule  8913,  blowers  to  deliver  1,000  cubic 
feet  of  air  per  minute;  schedule  8917,  bolts  and  nuts,  brass  chain,  boat 
chains,  flies,  adjustable  hack-saw  frames,  brass  spur  grommets,  steti 
nuts,  planes,  hammock  rings,  copper  tacks,  portable  electric  drills,  and 
electric  bench  grinders;  'schedule  8918,  window  glass,  wash  deck  rabboi 
hose,  unlined  linen  hose,  pump  leather,  and  cotton  twine;  scliedule  8019, 
paint  drier,  dry  white  lead,  and  pure  lard  oil ;  schedule  8920,  steel  shapes 
and  sheet  steel ;  schetlule  8921,  megaphones ;  schedule  8922,  hot-rolled  ot 
forged  carbon  steel  and  medium  steel  "I"  beams;  schedule  8923,  single 
conductor  wire;  schedule  8924,  bar  steel,  brass  pet  cocks,  admiralty  metal 
condenser  tubes,  check  valves,  and  gate  valves ;  and  schedule  8925,  water- 
gauge  glasses,  hard  rubber  In  sheets,  and  Insulating  varnish.  Bids  will 
also  be  received  until  November  16,  1915,  for  the  following:  Schedule  8908, 
radio  motor  generator ;  schedule  8914,  gi'ade  No.  1  glycerine ;  schednle  8915, 
bells  for  motor  boats,  sal  ammoniac,  and  32-Incb  wide  mattress  ticking ;  and 
schedule  8910,  crystal  oxalic  add. 

Confttruction  work.  No.  2730. — SoaIe<l  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
Stnt^  Engineer  Ofltce,  Boom  415,  Customhouse,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  until 
November  1,  1915,  for  reconstructing,  in  concrete,  part  of  abutment  at 
Dam  No.  1,  Muskingum  Itlver,  OIilo.  Specifications,  blue  prints,  and  further 
information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  ofllce  and  at 
the  Unitetl  States  Engineer  Subolllce  at  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

Oil  tanks,  No.  2737. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  ofllce  of  the 
General  Purchasing  Ollicer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C.  until 
November  10,  1915,  for  fnrnishinfr,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock,  at  cither  Colon  or  Cristobal  (Atlantic  ports)  or  Port  of  Ancon 
(Balboa,  Canal  Zone)  (Pnclflc  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama  or  furnishing  and 
erecting  steel  oil-storage  tanks.   Circular  No.  9S1. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  273S.— Sealed  proposjiis  will  be  received  at  tlie 
ofllce  of  the  General  Purchasing  Ollicer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  November  5,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  copper  cable  and  wire, 
steel  reinforcing  bars,  steel  wire,  poultry  netting,  bolts,  nuts,  rivets,  nails, 
lag  screws,  boat  spikes,  washers,  pipe  fittings,  ship  augers,  twist  drills, 
winch,  hinges,  key  blanks,  hammers,  coal  baskets,  street  lamps,  water-gauge 
lamps,  ho.se,  packing,  rublier  i)an(ls,  pencils,  cardboard,  Japan  oil,  locomo- 
tive black,  yellow  oclier,  yellow  chrome,  and  lumber.   Circular  No.  979. 

Iron  and  steel  aerap.  No.  2739. — Sealed  proimsals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  Purchasing  Ofiieer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C^, 
until  November  15,  1915,  for  tho  purchase  of  miscellaneous  Iron  and  steel 
scrap  wldch  is  no  longer  needed.  Circular  No.  980. 

VASHIMOTON  :  GOVERKUBNT  PBINTIXO  OrTICB  :  UU 
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SVCCESSFUL  SALE  OF  GOVEBHMEUT  FUBS. 

Excellent  prices  were  realized  for  the  United  States  GoTemment's 
Alaska  fox  and  beaver  skins  at  St.  Louis,  on  Octdi)er  21,  the  public 
auction  for  which  was  announced  in  Commerce  Reports  for  October 

11  and  16, 1915.  The  following  telegram,  dated  October  21,  has  been 
received  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  from  Funsten  Bros.  &  Co., 
of  St.  Louis: 

We  sold  Oovernment  furs  this  morning  as  follows :  Blue  fox  at  an  average  of 
1114.47,  against  $4SL21  average  previous  sale  (In  December,  1913,  which  was 
the  first  sale  In  the  United  States),  an  advance  of  171  per  cent.  White  fox 
at  aa  average  of  $24.53,  against  $14.77  previous  sale,  an  advance  of  66  per  cent 
Beaver  at  an  average  of  $12.75.  All  Government  furs  sold  at  highest  prices  on 
record. 


CHIirESE  m  TTNITEI)  STATES  START  PACIFIC  IIHE. 

The  China  Mail  Steamship  Co.,  financed  wholly  by  Chinese  in  the 
United  States,  has  been  organized  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  for  traffic 
between  San  Francisco  and  China.  A  telegram  from  Commercial 
Agent  E.  G.  Babbitt,  at  San  Francisco,  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  announces  that  the  former  Pacific  Mail 
liner  China,  which  has  been  secured  by  the  new  company,  will  in- 
au^rate  the  service  with  a  sailing  on  October  30. 

Mr.  Babbitt  reports  that  the  capital  of  the  China  Mail  Steam- 
ship Co.  is  $2,100,000.  Besides  acquiring  the  China  the  company  is 
said  to  hold  options  on  other  steamships.  Mr.  Look  Tin  Eli,  presi- 
dent of  the  Canton  Bank  of  San  Francisco,  has  been  active  in  the 
negotiations  that  preceded  the  formation  of  the  China  Mail  Co. 
The  original  plan  called  for  the  cooperation  of  Chinese  on  both  sides 
of  the  ocean.  San  Francisco  Chinese,  however,  have  intimated  that 
they  preferred  to  have  the  project  financed  in  this  coimtry. 

The  China  is  a  vessel  of  5,060  gross  tons  and  3,186  net. 
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•SEW  FirSUCATIOR  OF  BSITISH  COMKEAGUL  OBOAHIZATIOirS. 

Tlic  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  been  studying 
British  commercial  organizations,  and  has  just  published  a  booklet 
that  is  full  of  concrete,  pertinent  facts  on  the  subject.  The  world- 
encirclinje;  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  Kingdom  bulks  large  in 
the  consideration  of  every  phase  of  international  economics;  it  is  a 
factor  to  be  reckoned  with  in  the  most  famous  marts  and  in  distant 
jungle  and  desert  stations.  Americans  engaged  in  developing  ex- 
port trade  observe  its  manifestations  in  many  lands,  but  with  the 
system  back  of  this  activity,  the  methods  and  conduct  of  commercial 
affairs  in  the  United  Kingdom  iteself,  the  way  in  which  the  British 
Government  fosters  and  directs  expansion,  the  people  of  the  United 
Stotes  are,  perhaps,  not  so  familiar. 

As  long  ago  as  1912  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the 
British  Board  of  Trade  received  16,488  inquiries  concerning  trade 

Sossibilities,  and  in  replying  to  these  the  branch  was  enabled  to 
raw  on  a  store  of  information  supplied  by  a  corps  of  investigators 
covering  every  section  of  the  globe.  If  Briti^  exporters  want 
concrete  samples,  the  Government  has  available  for  inspection  such 
articles  as  cotton  vests  from  Bushire,  Persia;  raisins  from  Azerbai- 
jan^ antimony  from  Chungking,  China;  "kieselguhr"  from  Chile; 
Aosiery  and  overalls  from  South  Africa. 

The  title  of  this  new  publication  of  the  Bureau  is  "  Commercial 
Organizations  in  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  its  author  is  Mr.  Archi- 
bald J.  Wolfe,  who  has  investigated  the  subject  on  the  ground.  In  its 
53  pages  are  included  lists  of  all  British  chambers  of  commerce  and  a 
discussion  of  their  methods  and  functions,  a  detailed  account  of 
the  State  aid  to  trade,  and  a  description  of  manufacturers'  and 
eniployers'  organizations  in  all  the  leading  industries. 

This  pamphlet  is  Special  Agents  Series  No.  102,  and  5  cents  will 
bring  it  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 

UBUOITAT  ENDS  NEaOTIATIOKS  FOR  AMERICAN  LOAN. 

tAmertcaa  MlnlBter  Bobert  Etemett  Jefferr,  Montevideo,  Sept  4.] 

There  has  just  appeared  in  the  local  press  a  semiofficial  statement 
to  the  effect  that  the  Government  had  resolved  to  "desist"  from  the 
negotiations  which  have  been  in  progress  with  American  bankers  for 
a  loan  of  $10,000,000.  The  statement  explains  that  the  Goveramcnt 
desires  to  place  the  loan  at  93,  and  that  the  bankers  having  required 
a  new  extension  of  time  to  consider  this  proposition,  it  had  been  de- 
cided to  abandon  the  negotiations.  The  statement  further  suggests 
that,  in  any  event,  the  financial  situation  of  the  Government  is  now 
reacting  favorably  and  that  the  necessity  for  the  loan  no  longer 
exists. 


Vavaaa  Island  light  Station  Contract  Awarded. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  and  delivering  all  the  materials  (ex- 
cept the  metal  work  and  lantern  glass)  and  labor  for  tlie  erection  of 
Navassa  Island  Light  Station,  West  Indies,  in  the  sum  of  $89,800, 
has  been  awarded  by  the  Seci*etary  of  Commerce  to  the  Snare  & 
Triest  Co.,  233  Broa^waj;,  New  York,  N.  Y.  The  contract  calls  for 
the  completion  of  the  station  within  18  months  from  Octc^MT  8,  ISlfi, 
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OFElOKa  A  RAILWAY  TUinTEL  IN  TURKEY. 

[Coosol  General  G.  Bie  Eamdal,  Constantinople,  Sept.  8.] 

Undoubtedly  the  most  important  event  in  railroad  construction  in 
Turkey  to  date  is  the  recent  completion  of  the  large  tunnel  on  the 
Bagdad  Railroad  piercing  the  Amanus  Mountains  on  the  border  be- 
tween Asia  Minor  and  Syria.  It  is  known  as  the  BaghtchS  Tunnel, 
taking  its  name  from  the  station  of  BaghtchS,  at  its  northern  en- 
trance, about  75  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Adana  and  some  60  miles 
northwest  of  Aleppo. 

With  the  completion  of  this  tunnel  the  most  serious  difficulties  con- 
nected with  the  construction  of  the  Bagdad  Eailroad  have  been  over- 
come, and  the  work  of  connecting  up  many  of  the  isolated  stretches 
of  track  may  be  expected  to  be  completed  with  reasonable  rapidity. 
In  spite  of  delays  occasioned  by  the  war,  this  most  important  xmder- 
taking  in  railroad  construction  in  Turkey  has  pa^ed  the  prob- 
lematical stage  and  is  now  certain  to  become  an  accomplished  fact  in 
the  near  future.  . 

The  following  details,  taken  from  a  recent  issue  of  the  local  "  Os- 
manischer  LWd,"  throw  interesting  light  upon  the  importance  of 
the  Baghtche  Tunnel  from  a  technical  point  of  view: 

Leaving  Mamoure,  last  station  on  the  Bagdad  Railway  In  tbe  Ollldan  plain, 
the  line  beglna,  at  the  foot  of  Amanus  Mountains,  to  ascend,  at  a  grade  of  394 
feet,  the  slopes  of  these  mountains,  which  are  Intercepted  by  ravines  crossed  by 
means  of  eight  steel  bridges  and  seven  small  tunnels,  the  latter  having  a  total 
length  of  6,355  feet.  Thus  it  arrives  at  Baghtche  station,  situated  at  nn  alti- 
tude of  1,754  feet,  near  the  entrance  of  the  great  tunnel  which  bears  Its  name. 
Before  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel  the  line  runs  through  two  other  tunnels, 
having  a  length  of  236  and  394  feet,  re^)ectively,  and  over  a  small  bridge. 

The  great  tunnel  has  a  length  of  16,028  feet.  For  about  8,000  feet  It  ascends 
to  246  feet  above  the  level  of  the  entrance,  and  then  begins  to  descend  and 
eme^es  at  the  other  end  107  feet  above  the  level  of  the  entrance.  Between  this 
point  and  Islahie  station,  which  is  still  building,  there  are  four  more  tunnels 
having  a  combined  length  of  3,500  feet.  The  total  length  of  the  tunnels  it  has 
lieen  necessary  to  construct  in  crossing  this  chain  of  mountains  is  ther^ore  a 
little  more  than  26,250  feet.  ' 

The  great  tunnel  with  its  length  of  more  than  3  miles  Is  by  far  the  longest  In 
Turlcey.  It  is  only  exceeded  in  length  by  the  great  tunnels  in  the  Alps  and  else- 
where. Stilt,  the  technical  difficulties  which  had  to  be  overcome  in  piercing 
through  have  been  just  as  great  as  those  encountered  In  the  Alps.  In  fact,  for 
several  hundred  yards,  the  engineers  encountered  a  rock  of  practically  pure 
quartz,  which  was  so  hard  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  boring 
machines  of  special  construction. 


ASIATIC  APPLES  FOB  AUSTRALIA. 

[Consul  General  Bansford  8,  UUler,  Sconl,  Chosen,  Sept.  0.1 

A  Chosen  newspaper  announces  that  an  order  for  500  and  5,000 
cases  of  two  varieties  of  apples  has  lately  been  received  by  the  Fruit 
Growers'  Guild  at  Taiku,  Chosen,  for  export  to  Australia,  the  export 
being  undertaken  by  the  Nagasaki  branch  of  a  British  company  in 
liondon.  The  firm  has  hitherto  been  exporting  apples  procluccd  in 
Aomori  Prefecture  in  Japan,  but  having  recently  heard  of  the  good 
Imputation  of  apples  produced  in  Taiku  has  decided  on  making  the 
above  venture.  The  agent  who  came  to  Taiku  to  negotiate  with  the 
fruit  growers  is  said  to  have  declared  that  Taiku  apples  are  very 
good  in  quality. 
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[TIce  Conna  Thomai  H.  Bavu,  Tam^co,  Oct  ft.] 

During  the  week  of  September  9,  one  of  the  biggest  gushers  in  the 
Mexican  fields  was  brought  in  by  Greorge  Harmon.  The  well  is  lo- 
cated in  the  Panuco  field  less  than  100  feet  from  the  big  Dutch-Shell 
gu^er  which  has  an  estimated  production  of  100,000  oarrels  of  oil 

Ser  day.  The  oil  was  struck  at  a  depth  of  2,120  feet,  or  314  feet 
eeper  than  the  Dutch-Shell  well.  As  a  65.000-barrel  tank  had 
already  been  constructed  on  the  lease,  all  the  ou.  was  saved  and  accu- 
rate gauge  of  the  well  was  made.  In  about  15  hours  the  tank  was 
filled  and  the  well  was  shut  in  without  any  leakage.  This  well  is 
estimf^ed  as  being  capable  of  producing  90,000  baraels  per  day. 

Hew  Mlllitr  Deoree. 

A  decree  was  issued  on  August  14  prohibiting  oil  companies  from 
drilling  for  the  production  of  crude  oil  within  30  meters  (98^  feet) 
of  the  boundaries  of  their  lands.  It  is  understood  that  tiiis  decree 
will  not  be  retroactive  and,  consequently,  will  not  a&ct  the  wells 
now  being  drilled  within  the  30-meter  zone. 

DUBcnlties  In  KaUng  Omde^Hl  8hipmemts. 

The  shipments  of  crude  oil  from  Tampico  to  United  States  ports 
during  September  amoimted  to  809,728  barrels,  as  compared  with 
951^89  barrels  shinped  during  September  of  the  ptreceding  year. 
This  decrease  was  aue  to  a  great  extent  to  the  condition  of  the  har- 
bor. The  hea\T  sea  caused  by  the  recent  hurricanes  in  the  Gulf,  com- 
bined with  a  n'eshet  in  the  Tanuco  River,  caused  a  sand  bar  to  be 
formed  about  165  feet  from  the  end  of  the  jetties  on  which  there 
is  only  about  19  feet  of  water.  The  Huasteca  tanker  Charles  E.  Ear- 
wood  was  the  first  steamer  to  leave  after  the  storm  and  struck  the 
bar,  drawing  21  feet.  The  stem  poet  was  bent  and  several  blades 
were  broken  off  the  propeller.  After  pumping  about  5,000  barrels 
of  oil  overboard,  the  steamer  was  floated  and  towed  back  to  Tampica 
Since  then  the  pilots  have  refused  to  take  any  ships  out  of  Tampico 
drawing  over  17  feet,  which  means  that  they  can  carry  only  about 
one-third  of  a  cargo.  A  number  of  oil  ships  have  been  laying  in 
Tampico  for  over  10  days,  waiting  for  tlie  pilots  to  sound  the  bar 
and  see  if  there  is  not  a  deeper  channel,  as  it  would  be  unprofitable 
to  sail  with  one-third  of  a  cargo. 

A  Suction  Dredge  Proposed — Shipments  to  United  States. 

Negotiations  are  now  pending  between  the  oil  companies  and  the 
Government  in  rcpard  to  raising  money  to  bring  a  seagoing  suction 
dredge  from  the  United  States  to  Itecp  the  bar  open,  and  it  is  most 
probable  tliat  a  satisfactory  arrangement  will  be  made,  as  it  is  vitally 
important  to  the  oil  companies  as  well  as  to  the  Mexican  Government 
that  tlie  Tampico  Harbor  be  kept  open.  A  channel  of  about  24  feet 
could  be  maintained  in  this  manner. 

Barrel  shipments  were  made  to  United  States  ports  during 
September  as  follows:  147,082  to  Baltimore;  115,887  to  New  Or- 
leans; 100,326  to  Port  Arthur,  Tex.;  93,000  to  New  York:  88,070  to 
Lynchburg,  Tex. ;  75,120  to  Tampa ;  49,087  to  Port  Cristobal,  Canal 
Zone;  40,000  to  Sabine,  Tex.;  33,251  to  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.;  82,305 
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to  Freeport,  Tex.;  20,000  to  Warner,  N.  J.;  and  15,000  to  Baton 
Bouge,  La. 

Barrel  shipments  from  Tuxpam  by  the  Compania  Mexicana  de 
Petroleo  "El  Aguila"  S.  A.  included  63,950  to  New  York;  48,884 
to  Carteret,  N.  J.;  126,384  to  Philadelphia;  and  40,502  to  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  The  statistics  of  shipments  made  by  the  Penn  Mexican 
Oil  Co.  from  Tuxpam  during  September  are  not  yet  available. 


SEPTEMBEB,  1915,  IHFOBTS,  EXFOBTS,  AND  TRADE  BAIANCE. 

Fibres  to-day  made  public  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  reveal  new  high  records  in  American  export  trade 

and  export  balance.  September,  1915,  exports  totaled  $297,766,750 
and  exceeded  by  $79,526,749  the  total  for  September,  1913,  and  by 
$141,714,417  that  for  September,  1914.  September  imports  this  year 
aggregated  $151,422,831,  being  less  by  $19,662,012  than  those  of 
^ptember,  1913,  and  more  by  $11,712^20  than  those  of  September 
last  year. 

Nine  months'  exports  this  year  totaled  $2,529,575,095,  compared 
with  $1,467,401,989  last  year  and  $1,733,422,158  two  years  ago.  Im- 
ports for  the  nine  months'  period  of  1915  were  valued  at  $1,302,- 
281,591,  against  $1,410,071,874  last  year  and  $1,327,385,071  two 
years  ago. 

The  September  export  balance  was  $146,343,919,  being  nine  times 
as  much  as  the  export  balance  of  $16,341,722  in  September,  1914,  and 
only  $41,693,371  short  of  the  export  balance  for  the  entire  fiscal 
year  1910.  The  nine  months  ending  with  September  last  show  an 
export  balance  of  $1,227,293,504,  an  increase  of  $1,170,000,000  over 
that  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1914  and  $821,256,417  over  that 
of  1913. 

Duty-free  imports  comprised  71.6  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  for 
September,  1915,  and  61  per  cent  of  those  of  September,  1914.  Their 
increased  percentage  this  year  reflects  the  marked  growth  in  imports 
of  factory  materials,  mostly  on  the  free  list. 

Gold  imports  during  September  totaled  $42,042,648,  exceeding  by 
$40,008,658  the  month^s  exports  of  gold,  which  were  $2,033,990.  In 
the  nine  months  ending  with  September  gold  imports  aggregated 
$265,871,213  and  gold  exports  $12,936,680,  making  the  net  inward 
gold  movement  $252,934,533,  compared  with  a  net  outward  movement 
of  $117,714,832  in  a  like  period  of  1914  and  a  net  outward  gold  move- 
ment of  $27,879,671  in  a  like  period  of  1913. 

COTTOK  CROP  IN  CHOSEN. 

[Consul  General  Ransford  S.  MUler,  Seoul,  Sept.  9.] 

The  Seoul  Press  states  that  the  present  estimate  of  the  cotton  crop 
in  South  Zenra  Province  for  this  year  shows  an  increase  over  the 
crop  of  last  year  of  some  2^  per  cent,  making  the  total  crop  in  that 
Province  according  to  the  present  estimate  28,375,248  pounds.  This 
crop  shows  an  average  production  per  0.2451  acre  of  463.1  pounds. 
A  much  better  crop  was  hoped  for  by  the  authorities  in  this  Province, 
which  is  the  leading  cotton  district  in  Chosen^  but  the  severe  rains 
and  the  unseasonable  weather  during  August  hindered  somewhat  the 
growth  of  the  plants. 
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RESULTS  OF  HAGBETIC  SUitVEY  OF  TTJIITEU  STA^S. 

Observations  have  been  made  at  more  than  1,000  new  stations  and 
200  repeat  stations  since  the  publication  in  1910  by  the  United  States 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  of  a  report  containing  its  isogonic  chart, 
based  upon  the  magnetic  surrey  of  the  Unitea  States  which  was 
begun  in  1899.  The  results  are  given  in  Sj^ecial  Publication  Ko.  SS, 
Serial  No.  18,  of  the  Survey,  on:  "Terrestrial  magnetism — Distribu- 
tion of  the  magnetic  declination  in  the  United  States  for  January  1, 
1915,  with  isogonic  chart  and  secular  cJiange  tables." 
-  The  plan  for  this  work  contemplated,  first,  a  general  magnetic 
surrey  of  the  country,  with  stations  30  or  40  miles  apart,  and,  second, 
the  addition  of  more  stations  in  magnetically,  disturbed  areaa  It 
also  provided  for  observations  at  a  sufficient  number  of  "repeat" 
stations  to  determine  tiie  change  in  the  magnetic  elements  from  3rear 
to  year.  The  work  has  now  advanced  to  the  point  where  observations 
have  been  made  at  a  great  majority  of  the  county  seats,  and  the 
examination  of  areas  of  marked  local  disturbance  is  in  progress. 

The  isogonic  chart  is  a  map  on  which  lines  are  drawn  through 
places  at  which  the  values  of  the  magnetic  declination  are  the  same. 
The  present  chart  is  based  on  about  6,000  values  of  declination, 
including  about  800  in  Canada  and  300  in  Mexico  and  ^e  West 
Indies. 

This  chart  Ls  also  publidied  separately,  on  heavier  paper,  for  the 
use  of  those  who  do  not  need  Special  Publication  No.  33  or  desire 
an  unfolded  map  for  mounting  purposes.  The  publication  or  the 
separate  isogonic  chart  may  be  obtained  by  application  to  the  Ckuist 
and  Geodetic  Survey,  Washingtcm,  D.  C. 


BICE  CBOF  OF  OHOSEXT. 

[Consul  Oenenl  Boneford  8.  MUIer,  8e<ml,  Sept  9.1 

Official  estimates  now  published  show  an  apparent  diminution  of 
this  year's  Chosen  rice  crop  from  last  year's  of  only  6.9  per  cent 
This  gives  an  indicated  crop  of  57,946,332  bushels,  an  actual  decrease 
from  the  1914  crop  of  4,308,603  bushels.  The  following  table  shows 
the  rice  crops  in  Chosen  for  the  past  six  years: 


Year. 

Bushels. 

Year. 

BostMli 

3S,1H4,£30 
40,  £3^,230 
81,060,333 

45,SS2..S0 

NEW  FARCEIrPOST  ABBANOEMEKTS  IN  SFAHT. 

In  continuation  of  information  sent  by  him  and  published  in  Com- 
merce Keports  for  July  29,  1915,  Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  of 
Seville,  reports  that  the  Government  has  si^ed  an  imperial  order 
extending  the  parcel-post  service  to  the  Spanish  post-offices  in  North 
Africa. 
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PBOOBESSITX  FEKINQ. 

[Extract  from  PpktBg  Dallr  News  of  Aug.  26,  lorwnnlod  by  Commercial  Attach**  Julcan 

H.  Arnold,  PeklDg.] 

In  Spite  of  old-fashioned  notions  and  old-fashioned  ways  Pekin;;, 
it  must  be  conceded,  is  showing  progress  in  a  western  sense,  though 
not  perhaps  at  a  western  rate  of  acceleration.  The  most  noticeable 
improvements  being  carried  out  at  present  concern  public  healtli, 
pure  food,  markets,  sanitation,  care  of  roads,  traveling  facilities,  etc. 
We  have  seen  in  the  Hatamen,  Morrison  Street,  and  other  main 
thoroughfares  the  introduction  of  up-to-date  road-making  methods, 
and  now  we  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  Chien  Men  Ta  Chai  is  being 
similarly  modernized.  The  large  stones  which  formed  the  t>ed  <n. 
the  road  and  which  rendered  traveling  uncomfortable  have  been  re- 
moved and  a  macadamized  road  constructed,  thus  giving  a  proper 
approach  to  the  Temple  of  Heaven. 

Last  week  we  outlined  the  ambitious  scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior  for  securing  a  better  irrigation  system  for  Peking.  Atten- 
tion is  to  be  paid  to  the  dredging  of  the  canals  which  by  neglect  have 
become  filled  with  mud  and  dirt.  The  elaborate  scheme  submitted 
by  the  engineers  for  improving  the  waterways  could  not  b0  under- 
taken for  lack  of  funds,  but  it  nas  been  decided  to  proceed  with  the 
more  important  part  of  the  work.  The  Ministry  proposes  to  dredge 
the  canals  which  follow  the  city  wall  and  flow  past  the  three  city 
gates  at  the  south  of  the  metropolis,  these  canals  to  have  an  average 
width  of  6  chang  and  a  depth  of  6  leet.  They  will  then  be  rendered 
waterways  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  as  they  will  then  carry  off 
more  effectively  the  sewage  of  the  city,  for  not  only  are  the  century- 
old  drains  being  repaired  but  new  ones  are  being  constructed,  with 
the  result  that  a  di^inct  advance  in  sanitation  wul  soon  be  recorded 
in  Peking. 

In  the  matter  of  public  health  a  beginning  is  being  made  in  the 
education  of  the  people  in  hygiene,  care  of  children,  food  precautions, 
etc.,  and  private  effort  in  these  directions  is  being  supplemented  by 
organized  municipal  supervision.  Of  course  "  Rome  was  not  built 
in  a  day,**  and  neither  will  Peking  be  made  a  model  city  in  a  month 
or  a  year.  Principles  of  municipal  activity  having  been  recognized, 
they  will  be  developed  as  public  funds  permit,  and  in  due  course  as 
j5ublic  opinion  demands  and  money  is  forthcoming  Peking  will  be  the 
model  city  which  the  administration  hopes  to  make  it  ana  the  model 
prefecture  it  is  designed  to  be,  thus  setting  an  example  which  can  be 
of  practical  value  to  the  cities  throughout  the  18  Provinces,  and  in- 
deed to  every  patriotic  Chinese. 

PEOTECnOjr  OF  TBADE-IUBES  IN  FABAGTTAT. 

[Cousnl  Samuel  namllton  Wiley,  Asnnclon,  Sept.  7,  1915.] 

In  view  of  the  frequency  with  which  foreign  trade-marks  are  regis- 
tered in  Paraguay  by  third  parties  in  order  to  force  the  real  owners 
to  buy  the  right  to  their  use,  the  American  consul  at  Asuncion  has 
suggested  that  he  be  notified  when  American  firms  arrange  for  the 
registration  of  their  marks  in  that  country.  He  will  then  be  in  a 
better  position  to  determine  whether  the  marks  are  being  registered 
in  the  name  of  the  owners  or  not,  and  may  be  able  to  save  manufac- 
turers and  ^porters  considerable  annoyance  and  expense  at  a  later 
date. 
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HOSBITAt  AND  KEDICAI  SCHOOL  SUFFUES  FOE  CHUTA. 

[CoDnnerdal  AttacM  Julewi  H.  AnoM.  PcUbc  Aug,  18.] 

The  commercial  attach^  has  received  from  time  to  time  suggestions 
from  American  hospitals  and  medical  ^hools  in  China  urging  the 
establishment  in  Shanghai  of  an  American  firm  carrying  a  full  stock 
of  hospital  and  medical  school  supplies. 

It  would  seem  that  the  hospitals  and  medical  schools  in  China 
experience  much  difficulty  in  securing  supplies  of  gauze,  cotton  of 
different  fibers  (sterilizing  done  in  China),  suture  material,  drugs 
and  chemicals  in  bulk,  and  surgical  instruments.  It  is  recommend&d 
that  an  establishment  be  opened  in  Shanghai  capable  of  combining 
the  carrying  of  stocks  of  drugs  and  chemicals  with  surgical  instru- 
ments and  appliances.  There  will  be  a  Rowing  demand  for  these 
materials  in  China,  especially  since  the  inauguration  of  the  work 
of  tiie  Rockefeller  Foundation  Commission  toward  encouraging  med- 
ical education  in  this  country.  Hie  work  of  this  commission  will 
result  in  securing  for  certain  medical  schools  and  hospitals  already  in 
the  field  a  better  and  more  complete  equipment  and  facilities  for  more 
extensive  work,  all  of  which  will  involve  the  creation  of  a  greater 
market  for  American  drugs,  chemicals,  surgical  instruments  and 
appliances. 

It  is  also  desirable  that  the  suggested  establishment  make  provision 
for  repairing  and  nickel-plating  surgical  instruments,  as  tliere  is  a 
la^  and  increasing  demand  for  this  line  of  work. 

^e  China  market  is  already  well  sup^ied  with  tabloids,  as  the 
firms  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  an^  Burrows,  Wellcome  &  Co.  have  their 
representatives  in  China  supplying  the  demand  for  these  materials. 
There  is  now  wanted  a  general  supply  house  for  all  of  China  for  the 
other  materials  already  mentioned,  and  this  office  is  of  the  opinion 
that  this  opportunity  is  one  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  Ameri- 
can firms  interested  in  these  lines.  It  may  be  possible  that  one  firm 
could  advantageously  represent  a  number  of  American  manufacturers 
of  the  different  varieties  of  goods  above  enumerated.  The  needs  of 
this  market  may  be  found  to  oe  somewhat  different  from  those  obtain- 
ing in  the  United  States  and  for  this  reason  it  would  be  well  for  the 
manufacturers  interested  to  send  their  representatives  or  a  representa- 
tive to  study  the  situation,  with  the  object  in  view  of  noting  the 
peculiar  demands  which  conditions  in  this  country  create. 

This  office  is  informed  that  there  are  500  medical  missionaries  in 
China,  and  probably  more  than  one-half  of  these  are  American. 

The  work  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  Commission  will  result 
in  giving  an  impetus  to  medical  education  in  this  country,  so  that  the 
demand  for  surgical  ai}pliances  and  hospital  materials  will  increase 
from  year  to  year,  making  it  imperative  that  a  general  supply  house 
be  established  in  some  center,  such  as  Shanghai,  and  the  oportunity 
now  presents  itself  for  American  manufactiu%rs  to  see  that  this  gen- 
eral supply  house  is  American. 

[The  comraerclnl  nttncli^  sends  the  name  of  a  new  Chinese-American  pablish- 
Ing  company  which  is  about  to  open  offices  in  Shanghai  for  the  r^resentatlm  of 
certain  American  pnbllshers  of  text  books  and  dealers  In  sclentiflc  Instrnmenta. 
He  suggests  that  American  manufacturers  of  surgical  lostrumeDts  and  lidKm* 
tor7  apparatus  and  of  medical  sduxd  and  boipltal  snf^Utes  ma^  be  aUe  to  ar- 
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ranfce  with  this  coDcem  to  handle  their  products.  The  address  of  the  new 
comi^aDy  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce; 
refer  to  file  75a] 

As  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  plans  of  the  Kockefeller 
Foundation,  the  following  from  the  Peking  Gazette  of  August  24 
will  be  of  interest : 

A  Great  Kedical  Kission. 

The  Japan  Advertiser  reports  the  arrival  In  Yokohama  on  Angust  23  of  the 
Rockefellw  Institute  pnity,  which  Is  coming  to  China  on  o  (treat  medical  mis- 
sion. The  party  consists  of  Dr.  Wiliiam  II.  Welch,  president  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Rockefeller  Institute  and  one  of  the  leading  pathologists  in 
America ;  Dr.  Wallace  Butterick,  executive  secretary  of  tlie  General  Education 
Board  of  the  same  institutlou;  and  Dr.  Simon  Flexner.  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Rockefeller  Institute.  They  wlU  be  In  China  about  three  months. 

FOB  uodehn  uedical  education. 

"  The  object  of  our  trip  to  China,"  said  Dr.  Butterick,  "  Is  to  start  to  plan 
moflem  medical  education  there.  The  Rockefeller  Institute  plans  to  do  this 
under  its  subsidiary  branches,  chief  among  these  the  China  Medical  Board. 
Our  plans  deal  entirely  with  medical  education  and  have  nothing  to  do  with 
medical  research." 

Among  the  things  that  the  mission  alms  to  make  possible,  Dr.  Butterick 
mentioned  the  followli^:  More  medical  schools  organized  on  modern  lines 

and  financed  by  tlie  Rockefeller  Institute,  nurses*  training  schools  for  Chinese 
^rls,  more  hospitals  with  modern  equipment,  better  chances  for  Chinese  medi- 
cal school  graduates,  hospital  staffs,  and  missionaries  to  study  medicioe  and  do 
research  work.  One  of  the  proposals  Is  to  establish  a  system  of  pensions  that 
will  allow  missionaries  on  furlough  to  study  medicine  In  American  universities. 

Dr.  Butterick,  aa  the  ^kesman  of  the  party,  last  night  outlined  the  plans 
tor  their  work  in  China. 

A  COnFBBBIfCE  AT  FCKHIG. 

"  We  have  purchased  the  Union  Medical  College  at  Peking,  and  the  primary 
purpose  of  this  trip  is  to  go  there  and  confer  with  the  faculty  of  the  college, 
which  has  been  established  for  25  years,  on  the  subject  of  reorganizing  and 
developing  the  institution  along  modern  medical  tines. 

"  FoUowlDg  the  completion  of  our  work  at  Peking  we  shall  go  to  Shanghai 
for  a  conference  with  r^resentatlves  of  three  other  of  the  foremost  medical 
schools  In  Ctdnn — St.  John's,  Harvard,  and  the  Union  Medical  College,  the 
latter  b^ng  at  Nanking. 

"The  ITnlon  Medical  College  at  Nanking  has  Invited  us  to  talk  over  the 
maner  of  uniting  with  It  In  establishing  a  second  strong  school  there  equal  to 
the  first  at  Peking. 

"We  shall  then  go  up  the  Tangtse  River  to  Chang  Sha,  where  is  located  the 
Hunan  Tale  Medical  School,  supported  largely  by  Chinese  Yale  alumni.  The 
General  Fklucation  Board  Is  already  supporting  six  medical  professors  In  this 
adiool.  and  we  are  going  there  to  confer  with  them  particularly  concerning  the 
Installation  of  better  and  more  modern  physical  equipment. 

A  TBIP  TO  CANTON. 

"  Returning  to  Shanghai,  we  will  then  Journey  to  Canton  to  take  up  with 
the  authorities  of  Canton  Christian  GoU^  the  matter  of  improved  medical 
education. 

"  We  are  also  authorized  by  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  to  aid  a  number  of 
missionary  hof^tals  and  to  build  several  more  in  addition  to  those  already  in 
tliat  part  of  the  country. 

AUARQE  FOB  INTERNK8. 

"  One  of  the  most  Important  features  of  our  work  in  China  Is  to  effect  more 
fHendly  relati<Hia  between  the  medical  schools  and  hospitals  In  China,  so  that 
the  hospital  staffs  may  for  three  months  in  each  year  attend  the  colleges  for 
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special  courses  nnd  in  turn  to  allow  the  ffradiiat€S  of  the  medical  schools  every 
opportunity  to  enter  the  hospitals  as  internes. 

"Another  thing  that  should  not  he  overlooked  Is  our  Intention  to  arrange  for 
the  cstahllshnient  of  one  or  more  nurses'  training  schools  for  Chinese  girls,  so 
that  native  Chinese  young  woraen  nurses  may  be  ohtaine<I  for  the  hospitals. 

"  There  will  be  six  more  fellowsliips  established  for  Chinese  students  desiring 
to  take  up  medicine  as  a  profession.  We  already  have  six.  The  additlfmal 
ones,  as  at  present,  will  be  awarded  on  the  basts  of  competitive  examinatiiHis 
for  Chinese  graduates  in  medicine. 

"  We  \vHl  also  estnbilsli  five  nurses'  fellowships,  by  which  stipends  will  be 
paid  to  missionaries  returning  to  the  United  States  on  furlough,  to  ollow  them 
to  study  at  medical  scliools  in  the  States." 

While  Dr.  Buttrlck  did  not  make  any  estimate  as  to  the  sum  which  wlU  be 
expended  In  this  great  work  for  the  advancement  of  Chinese  medical  science, 
the  expenditure  will  be  many  millions. 


A  NATIONAL  INDTTSTBIAI  BANX  FOB  CHINA. 

[Extract  from  Peking  Daily  News  of  Aug.  31,  by  Commercial  Attacbtf  Jolean  B.  Arnold. 

Peking.! 

The  Chinese  Ministry  of  Finance  is  making  active  preparations 
for  the  eurly  establishment  of  the  Min-Kuo  Industrial  Bank,  the  or- 
ganization regulations  of  which  have  recently  been  sanctioned  by 
the  President.  The  preparations  are  so  advanced  that  even  the  neces- 
sary clerks  and  accountants  for  the  bank  are  being  secured.  The 
Bank  of  China  will  soon  hold  an  examination  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  competent  accountants,  most  of  whom  are  believed,  to  be 
intended  for  the  service  of  the  new  bank.  Needless  to  say  the  neces- 
sary capital  for  starting  the  business  of  this  bank  has  also  been  se- 
cured. This  new  financial  institution  will  in  a  short  time  prove  to  be 
one  of  the  most  important  business  houses  of  the  country. 

The  Min-Kuo  Industrial  Bank  has  an  authorized  capital  of 
$20,000,000  (about  $10,000,000  United  States  currency).  One-half 
of  this  amount  will  be  provided  by  the  Government  and  the  other 
half  will  be  secured  by  issuing  shares.  Besides  financing  the  various 
industrial  enterprises  according  to  the  approved  modem  system,  this 
new  bank  will  also  undertake  transportation  and  insurance  business. 

The  head  office  of  the  Min-Kuo  Industrial  Bank  will  be  in  Peking 
and  branch  offices  will  be  established  in  the  more  important  trading 
centers  of  this  country,  such  as  Shanghai,  Tientsin,  Hankow,  Canton, 
etc.  According  to  the  regulations  this  bank  will  do  business  for  a 
period  of  60  years,  at  the  end  of  which  the  bank  authorities  may 
apply  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  for  an  extension  of  the  periodf. 
The  $20,000,000  capital  of  the  bank  will  be  divided  into  200,000  shares 
of  $100  each. 


COBBECnON. 

In  Commerce  Eepohts  for  October  18,  1915,  the  table  of  August 
export  trade  on  page  253  was  made  up  from  unrevised  figures.  Au- 
gust, 1915,  exports  of  paints  and  varnishes  should  have  read  $739,000 
and  eight  months'  exports,  $5,870,000.  Agricultural  implements  for 
August,  1914,  totaled  $674,000  and  in  August,  1915,  $1,455,000;  while 
for  the  eight  months  ending  with  August,  1914,  the  exports  of  that 
group  aggregated  $19,946,000,  compared  with  $9,279,000  in  a  lik^ 
period  this  year. 
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EKViVAX  OF  COFPEB  MINING  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Consnl  Ooienl  Bnwat  h.  Harrii,  Stockholm,  Sept.  24.] 

It  is  reported  that  a  number  of  new  copper-ore  deposits  have  been 
found  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bjornange,  in  the  County  of  Are, 
Province  of  Jamtland.  Ten  applications  have  been  made  to  the 
Government  authorities  in  order  to  investigate  and  possibly  mine 
these  deposits,  in  case  they  are  found  to  be  of  sufficient  importance. 
It  is  claimed  tliat  an  analysis  of  these  deposits  shows  anywh^  from 
10  to  20  per  cent  of  copper. 

Copper  ore  (chalcopyrite)  is  at  present  mined  extensively  in  only 
one  district,  the  Falun,  Province  of  Dalecarlia,  This  is  the  largest 
copper-ore  deposit  in  Sweden  and  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
deposits  of  chalcopyrite  in  the  world.  This  mine  has  been  worked 
for  nearly  700  years.  Other  copper  deposits  are  found  at  Garpen- 
berg  in  southern  Dalame,  at  Tunaberg  in  Sodermanland,  Bersbo  in 
Ostergotland,  and  Areskntan  in  Jamtland.  The  last-named  mine  is 
commoniy  known  as  an  American  mine  from  the  fact  that  some 
American  capital  is  invested  in  it  and  also  because  it  is  partly  fitted 
up  wiUi  American  machinery. 

SeeUne  im  Prodnctioa — Could  Supply  Own  Ifeedi. 

Sweden's  copper  production  has  declined  from  44,274  tons  in  1875 
to  5,458  tons  in  1913.  During  the  past  year,  however,  there  has  been 
a  revival  of  this  industry.  Lack  of  transportation  facilities  and  high 
freight  rates  hampered  Swedish  manufacturers  in  securing  their 
customary  supplies  from  the  United  States,  and  this  spurred  many 
to  see  if  it  were  not  possible  to  mine  a  sufficient  quantity  of  copper 
in  Sweden  to  cover  the  domestic  needs.  Considerable  difficulty  was 
encountered  in  installing  the  proper  machinery  and  in  getting  the 
right  sort  of  labor,  so  that  whatever  increase  there  may  be  in  the 
amount  of  copper  mined  in  the  Kingdom  will  be  but  temporary,  and 
as  soon  as  the  war  is  over  American  copper  will  promptly  take  its 
old  place  in  the  importations  of  Sweden.  [Official  American  sta- 
tistics show  that  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  the  United 
States  shipped  to  Sweden  34,545,504  pounds  of  copper  pigs,  ingots, 
and  bars,  valued  at  $4,815,949,  against  16,005,094  pounds  (value, 
$2,362,204)  in  1914,  and  9,080,914  pounds  (value,  $1,471,885)  in  1913; 
519,980  pounds  of  copper  rods  and  wire,  valued  at  $69,041,  against 
3,608  pounds  (value,  $827)  in  1914  and  none  in  1913;  and  $244,181 
worth  of  other  copper  manufactures,  against  $51,403  worth  and 
$10,196  worth  in  the  two  preceding  years,  respectively.] 

In  1865  Sweden  imported  only  196  tons  of  copper;  in  1913  the 
amount  imported  was  9,560  tons.  In  1865  the  amount  of  copper 
exported  from  Sweden  amounted  to  1,487  tons;  in  1913  the  amount 
exported  was  1,401  tons.  These  figures  indicate  that  in  a  cnsis 
like  the  present  Sweden  could  mine  sufficient  copper  for  its  own 
needs.  As  showing  the  importance  of  the  copper  mine  at  Falun 
in  the  past,  it  may  be  stated  that  during  the  history  of  the  mine  no 
less  than  40,000,000  tons  of  ore  have  been  mined,  from  which  500,000 
tons  of  copper  have  been  extracted.  The  coi)per  produced  in  Sweden 
to-dar  is  extracted  from  burnt  pyrites  obtained  in  the  manufacture 
of  sulphuric  acid. 
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KENTS  FOB  DWELLmOS  FIXED  BY  UW. 

[Commercial  Attacb^  William  C.  Downs,  Uelboarne,  AuBtralla,  Sept' 4.] 

An  interesting  example  oi  the  paternal  care  exercised  by  the  gov- 
ernments of  the  Australian  States  over  the  welfare  of  the  small  wage 
earner  or  proprietor  is  furnished  by  a  bill  introduced  into  the  Par- 
liament of  New  South  Wales  on  August  19  "  for  the  determination 
of  fair  rents  for  certain  dwelling  houses."  The  act  applies  to  any 
dwelling  subject  to  a  lease  made  before  or  after  the  commencement 
of  the  act,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  at  a  rent  not  ex- 
ceeding $500  a  year,  and  within  localities  appointed  by  the  governor. 

It  provides  for  the  appointment  by  the  governor  of  fair-rents 
courts,  to  which  any  lessor  or  any  lessee  who  has  paid  or  tendered 
all  rent  due  under  his  lease  may  apply  to  have  the  fair  rent  of  the 
dwelling  house  leased  by  or  to  him  determined.  In  all  cases  the 
rent  determined  by  the  courts  shall  be  the  rent  of  the  dwelling  as 
from  the  date  of  the  application.  Neither  barristers  nor  solicitors 
are  allowed  to  appear  for  any  party  or  upon  any  application  in  the 
courts. 

Powers  of  the  Court 

The  following  are  the  rules  laid  down  to  govern  the  court  in  fixing 
the  rent: 

In  determining  the  fair  rent  the  court  shall  first  ascertain  the  capital  valne 
of  the  dwelling  house.  Such  capital  value  shall  be  the  anlmproTed  value  of 
the  land,  plus  the  estimated  cost  of  erecting  a  similar  dwelling  thereon  at  the 
time  of  the  receipt  of  such  application,  less  such  fair  and  reasonable  sum  as 
may  be  estimated  for  any  depreciation  whlcb  diminishes  the  letting  value  of 
the  house. 

Where  it  Is  proved  that  tlie  dwelling  house,  upon  purchase  within  three  years 
before  the  application,  with  any  additions  subsequently  made,  cost  more  than 
the  sum  representing  the  capital  value  under  the  next  preceding  paragraph, 
the  court  may,  if  satisfied  as  to  the  bona  fides  of  such  purchase,  add  to  sach 
capital  value  the  whole  or  any  part  of  such  greater  cost. 

The  current  rate  books  of  the  municipality  or  shire  In  which  the  dwelling 
is  situate  shall,  as  soon  as  tliey  are  available,  In  the  year  1915  and  in  evray 
year  thereafter,  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  unimproved  capital  value  of  the 
land. 

The  court  shall  determine  the  fair  rent  at  a  rate  of  not  less  than  5  nor 
more  than  7i  per  cent  of  the  capital  value  of  the  dwelling  house  determlDcd 
as  aforesaid,  plus  the  annual  rates  and  taxes  on  the  same,  plus  the  amount 
estimated  to  be  required  annually  for  repairs  (Including  painting),  and  plus 
Insurance  of  any  buildings,  and  plus  an  amount  estimated  to  be  the  annual 
depreciiitfon  In  value  of  the  buildings.  If  such  depreciation  diminishes  their 
letting  value,  and  plus  such  amount,  if  any,  as  the  court  may  deem  proper  to 
be  allowed  for  the  estimated  time  per  y^  when  the  house  may  be  untenanted, 
but  the  fair  rent  shall  not  in  any  case  exceed  10  per  cent  of  the  capital  value  as 
ascertained  under  this  section. 

Where  a  building  is  occupied  by  two  or  more  separate  lessees,  the  court  shall 
determine  the  fair  rent  of  the  building,  and  then  determine  the  proportion  oC 
Ktich  fair  rent  as  It  slmlt  deem  to  be  tlie  fair  rent  of  the  dwelling  of  the  lessee 
making  the  application. 

If  any  applicant  being  a  lessee  duly  pays  the  rent  of  the  dwelling  leased  by 
him,  and  otherwise  performs  the  conditions  of  hla  lease,  the  lessor  shall  not 
demand  any  increa^  rent  or  give  any  notice  or  take  any  proceedings  to 
torralnnte  the  tenancy  during  the  pendency  of  the  application. 

In  any  case  where  the  applicant  Is  the  lessee  of  a  dwelling  house  and  furni- 
ture, the  court  shall  determine  the  fair  rent  of  the  dwelling  house  irrespective 
of  tlie  furniture,  and  shall  also  determine,  in  its  discretion,  the  amount  of  r^t 
to  be  paid  for  the  fQmitiir& 
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Findings  Sematn  In  Vme  for  Three  Teui. 

Unless  otherwise  proTided  the  determination  of  the  court  remains 
in  force  for  three  years,  and  during  that  period  no  application  can  be 
made  to  var^  it.  unless  where  the  applicant  is  the  lessor  and  satisfies 
the  registrar  oi  the  court  that  substantial  alteratioDS  or  additions 
hare  men  made  to  the  house. 

Any  covenants  to  pay  rent  in  excess  of  that  determined  are  void, 
and  fines  are  imposed  on  the  lessor  who  receives  any  sum  in  excess 
of  the  amount  fixed.  Penalties  are  also  prescribed  for  any  person 
who,  by  threat,  endeavors  to  prevent  or  dissuade  a  lessee  from  mak- 
ing or  prosecuting  any  application  under  the  act,  or  who  wilfully 
maeavors  to  impose  any  detriment  or  disadvantage  uptm  a  lessee  by 
reason  of  his  hating  made  an  appUcati<Hi. 

No  costs  are  allowed  in  any  proceeding  under  the  act. 


OFEHINa  THE  YASGtlZE  GOBGES. 

[Bxtiut  from  IMdnK  Quettie  of  Aug.  6,  by  Commercial  AttacM  Jnlean  tL  Arnold. 

The  directors  of  a  steamship  company  have  petitioned  the  Chinese 
GoTemment  ior  a  grant  from  the  Szechwan  provincial  government 
to  open  certain  gorges  in  the  upper  courses  of  the  Yangtze  River. 
Tlie  petitioners  mform  the  Government  that  through  their  efforts 
some  narrow  and  dangerous  gorges  in  the  upper  Yangtze  have  been 
opened,  proving  a  boon  to  navigation  in  that  part  of  the  river,  but 
at  present  there  still  remain  four  gorges  to  be  opened.  The  esti- 
mated expense  will  be  $200,000,  of  which  the  governor  of  Szechwan 
has  consented  to  raise  $60,000  for  the  work.  The  petitioners  request 
that  Uie  other  $140,000  be  temporarily  appropriated  from  the  public 
funds  of  the  Szechwan  provincial  government,  to  be  refunded  by 
the  proceeds  from  a  toll  to  be  levied  upon  ships  passing  that  part 
of  the  river  after  the  gorges  are  opened.  The  Ministry  of  Interior 
has  approved  the  plan  of  the  petitioners'  enterprise,  but  adds  that 
the  question  relating  to  the  api)ropriation  of  funds  for  this  work 
should  be  decided  aner  the  ministry  has  obtained  the  views  of  the 
Szechwan  governor. 

THE  HOBSE-BEAN  CBOF  OF  SPAIK. 

[CoQBUl  WUbur  T.  Gracejr,  Serllle.  Sept.  0.] 

One  of  the  crops  that  is  largely  raised  in  Andalusia  and  is  appear- 
ing more  frequently  among  the  exports  is  the  horse  bean,  or  "haba" 
(Faba  vulgaris).  Eecent  statistics  given  out  by  the  Director  Gen- 
eral of  Apiculture  show  that  the  production  of  "habas"  in  Spain 
amounts  ro  146,075  metric  tons  (Metric  ton=2,204.C  pounds).  The 
area  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  this  legume  is  206,910  acres — 87,586 
acres  in  irrigated  districts,  producing  50,190  metric  tons,  and  119,324 
acres  cultivated  by  dry-farming  methods,  producing  96,785  metric 
tons. 

The  sections  of  Spain  in  which  the  crops  are  the  largest  are  eastern 
AndiUosia  (32,020  tons),  western  Andalusia  (27^30  tons),  and 
Kavarra  and  the  Basque  Provinces  (12,860  tons). 
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FOBEiaN  TBADE  OFFOBTUKIIIES. 

[Where  addrene*  are  omitted  they  mar  be  obtained  from  the  BBre»m  or  Its  biwmeh 

olHcM.] 

Refrigerating  machimrv.  No.  18860.— A  commission  ageot  In  Spain  has  in- 
forraerl  an  American  consular  oftlcer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  Ice-making  and  refrigerating  machinery.  Catalogues  and 
communications  must  be  in  Spanlsti. 

Iron  and  tteel,  wool,  cotton,  etc..  No.  1SS61. — An  American  consular  officer  In 

Portugal  reports  that  a  firm  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  Iron  in  bars  and  steel,  tin  and 
tin  plates,  wool  and  cotton  for  the  textile  Industry,  soaps  and  perfumery, 
stationery,  knitted  goods,  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products,  rice,  pre- 
served meats,  and  lubricating  oils.  The  firm  also  desires  to  secure  the 
agency  for  some  transport  company  or  steamship  line.  Gorreetpondence 
should  be  In  Portuguese  or  French. 

Trunk  Tiandle»,  etc..  No.  18862. — ^A  business  man  In  Canada  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  trunk  handles,  casters,  and 
binges. 

FUmr,  No.  18863. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Africa  reports  that  a  firm 
desires  to  establish  connections  with  an  American  manufacturer  of  flour. 
The  firm  is  In  a  i>osltlon  to  handle  about  4  tons  of  the  commodity  a  month. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  French  or  Portogaese,  and  quotations  made 
c.  i.  f.  destination. 

Machinery,  No.  18864. — ^A  firm  In  the  Kongo  has  Informed  an  American  consu- 
lar officer  that  It  desires  to  purchase  at  once  a  machine  with  a  capacity  of 
about  4  tons  a  day  for  hulling,  cleaning,  and  polishing  rice,  together  with  a 
6  or  6  horsepower  steam  engine  suitable  for  wood  fuel.  The  firm  desires 
to  purchase  machine  and  engine  from  the  same  manufocturer,  it  poKtble. 
Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  L  f .  destination,  or  LiiOmn,  Portugal.  It  is'  essen- 
tial that  all  Information  possible  should  be  contahied  in  the  first  letter. 
Correspondence  should  be  In  Portuguese  or  French. 

jQiffm*,  No.  18865.— An  American  consular  officer  in  India  reports  that  a  firm  In 
his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  Importers  of  gums. 

'0ilt  sulphur  of  antimony,  pigments,  etc..  No,  18866. — ^A  firm  In  Portugal  has  in- 
formed an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  purcliase  gilt  sulphur 
of  antimony,  pigments,  white  zinc  oxide,  and  aluminum  tub^  Samples 
and  price  lists  are  desired.  Terms:  Gash  against  document  Correspond- 
ence should  be  in  French  or  Portuguese. 

Window  glass,  metals,  etc.,  No.  18867. — An  American  consular  officer  In  China 
reports  that  a  firm  of  importers  in  h!s  district  desires  to  establish  connec- 
tions with  an  American  manufacturer  of  window  glass,  tin  plates,  metals, 
cotton  and  woolen  piece  goods,  sundries,  such  as  shoe  accessories,  playli^ 
cards,  leather,  needles,  sulphurous  acid,  and  aniline  dyes,  co:tton  yams,  etc 

Trouser  buttons,  No.  18868. — An  Importing  tailor  in  Chile  has  informed  an 
American  consular  ol^cer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  or  exporters  of  trouser  buttons  similar  to  the  samples  which 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
67136.)  The  buttons  should  bear  the  words  "Sostrerla  Ii^lesa  Anto- 
fngasta." 

Fancy  cotton  and  silk  piece  goods.  No.  18869.-*An  American  consular  officer  in 
India  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  wltti  Ajnerl- 
can  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  fancj'  cotton  and  sUIe  datnaged  cut  piece 
goods,  ranging  from  one-lialf  to  2  yards  per  pound;  also  fancy  cotton 
piece  goods. 

Electrical  macMnci-y  and  appliances.  No.  18ST0.~Tbe  Bureau  is  informed  by 
an  American  consular  officer  In  Paraguay  that  a  firm  desires  to  receive 
prices  on  machinery  and  appliances  desired  for  the  installation  of  an  ^ec- 
trlc  lighting  plant.  A  list  of  the  articles  desired,  together  with  additional 
Information,  may  be  obtained  upon  application  to  tbe  Bureau  or  its  brandh 
offices. 
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Meiala,  fuel,  machinerp,  cte..  No.  18S71.— An  American  consalar  officer  In  Urn- 
guay  has  informed  the  Bureau  that  a  firm  desires  to  re^jresent  American 
manufacturera  of  pig  Iron,  coal  and  coke,  wire,  wire  rope,  wire  nails,  wire 
fencing,  agricultnral  machinery  and  implements,  paints  and  varnishes, 
eoap,  brandy,  and  wines.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Paper  hags.  No.  18872. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Honduras  reports  that 
an  Importer  dedres  to  secure  bids  on  500,000  Manila  paper  bags  of  the 
common  square-bottom  type.  The  sises  required  range  from  one-fourth 
pound  to  12  pounds.  Quotations  shoold  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  New 
Orleana    Correspondence  may  be  in  Kuglish. 

Perfumery  bottles.  No.  18873. — A  business  man  In  Uruguay  has  Informed  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
mannfactnrers  of  fine  quality  glass  perfumery  bottlea.  Correspondence  is 
preferred  in  Spanish. 

Machinery,  No.  18S74. — The  Bureau  has  received  a  report  from  an  American 
consular  officer  In  India  to  the  effect  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to 
communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  and  appliances 
for  making  pills,  tabloids,  and  powdera 

Canned  tomatoes.  No.  18875. — A  business  man  in  the  United  States  has  In- 
formed the  Bureau  that  his  representative  In  Cuba  desires  to  represent 
American  exjwrters  of  canned  tomatoes. 

Serotene  burners.  No.  1SST6. — ^The  Bureau  has  received  a  letter  from  a  firm 
in  England  expressing  its  desire  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  kerosene  burners  with  circular  wlcl£S  1  Inch  to  1}  inches  in 
diameter,  for  use  with  an  incandescent  mantle.  The  burner  must  be  of 
the  nonpressure  type  with  the  mantle  above,  and  preference  is  given  to  a 
burner  which  draws  the  air  Uirongb  the  side  of  the  wick  and  not  through 
a  tube  from  the  bottom  of  the  fount. 

Trou$er  buttons.  No.  ISSTT. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Honduras  reports 
that  a  merchant  In  lils  district  desires  to  receive  samples  and  prices  of  bone 
tronser  buttons,  composition  buttons  for  men's  suits,  and  pearl  buttons. 
Prices  should  be  made  for  Immediate  delivery. 

General  agency.  No.  18378.— Tlie  Bureau  is  Informed  by  an  American  consular 
irfDcer  In  Uruguay  that  a  commission  house  in  that  country  intends  to 
handle  American  gooUs  and  desires  to  receive  manufacturers'  catalogues, 
samples,  prices,  and  usual  terms.  No  particular  line  is  specified.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English.  Reference  is  given. 

Piano  parts.  No.  18879.— An  Am«*icnn  consular  officer  In  Italy  reports  that  a 
firm  in  Brazil  desires  to  communicate  with  American  mantUFacturcrs  of 
piano  f^t,  keys,  strings,  and  other  parts  used  In  the  repair  of  pianos ;  gut 
and  wire  strings  (also  silk  coated)  for  other  musical  instruments.  BeC- 
erences  are  given. 

liaehinerif.  No.  188S0. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Netherlands  reports 
that  a  manufacturer  of  brushes  In  that  country  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  brush-making  machinery  in  graiernl  and 
ef^ecially  "  mixing  machines  for  fiber  and  bass." 

paper,  iron,  and  sttxl  machinery,  etc.  No.  1S8S1. — ^A  commission  house  la 
Uruguay  has  informed  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  rep- 
resent American  manufacturers  of  printing,  writing,  and  binding  paper; 
cardboard  boxes;  iron  in  general;  steel  in  bars  and  sheets;  galvanized 
plate;  artisans'  tools;  electric  cables  anil  wires,  lamps,  meters,  and  trans- 
formers; machines  and  stationary  and  semistatlonary  boilers  of  from  50 
to  500  horsepower  for  electric  plants;  nod  internal  combustion  petroleum 
motors.  Correspondence  may  be  in  £^lish,  but  Spanish  Is  preferred. 


Oppoztnnities  for  Foreign  Students  at  the  Colleges  and  Univer- 
sities in  the  States"  is  the  title  of  Bulletin  ST  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Education,  which  is  being  sold  at  the  nominal  price  of 
80  cents  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  I).  0. 
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PROPOSALS  FOB  OOTEBHMENT  SUPPLIES  ASD  CONSTBITCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  Bbould  be  direct  with  tbe  offices  named,  and  •peclflcations  can  asoallr 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  Is  too  sbort  to  permit  flrms  to  submit  tenoert, 
thcjr  should  ask  to  be  placed  oa  the  mailing  lists  of  such  ofBcea  to  ncelre  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  natnn.] 

Timber,  undergrotcth,  aiuZ  brush,  etc..  No.  2740. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  re- 
ceived at  the  office  of  the  Uuited  States  Beclamatlon  Service,  Meadow 
Creek,  Wash,,  until  December  1, 1915,  for  clearing  the  reservoir  site  at  Lake 
Keechelus,  Wash.,  of  all  timber,  undergrowth,  and  brush  and  for  the 
purchase  of  sawmill  machinery  at  the  site.  Bids  are  also  Invited  on  about 
160,000  feet  b.  m.  of  lumber  and  200,000  feet  b.  m.  of  logs.  Further  Infor- 
mation may  be  had  on  application  to  the  United  States  Beclamatlon  Service, 
Meadow  Greek,  Wash. ;  Denver,  Colo. ;  or  Washington,  D.  O. 

Surgical  instruments.  No.  2741. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  medical  supply  depot.  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  until  October  29,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  ware- 
house D,  foot  of  Laeuna  Street,  Fort  Mason,  scissors,  forces,  infusion  ap- 
paratus, surgical  needles,  etc. 

Tractors,  No.  2742. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until  November  1, 
1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering,  f.  o.  b.  Honolulu,  Oahu,  three  gasoline 
tractors  of  the  track-laying  type.  Specifications  and  further  Information 
may  be  had  on  application  to  Uie  Washington  office. 

Excavation  Kork,  No.  2743. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Mills  Building,  El  Paso,  Ter.,  until 
November  17,  1015,  for  the  excavation  of  the  Leasburg  Canal  from  Station 
310  to  Station  570,  and  the  Plcacho  Branch  Canal,  involving  about 
162,000  cubic  yards ;  and  the  San  Bllzario  Feed  Canal,  Involving  the 
excavation  of  about  54,000  cubic  yards.  For  further  Information  address 
the  United  States  Recliimatlon  Service,  El  Paso,  Tex. ;  Las  Cruces,  N.  Max. ; 
Etenver,  Colo. ;  or  Washington,  D.  C. 

Subsistence  stores,  No.  2744. — Sealed  proposols  will  be  received  at  Che  office  of 
the  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Array,  308  Gumbel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
until  October  20,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  Jam,  sugar,  cloves, 
oleomargarine,  lemon  flavoring  extract,  bacon,  sliced  beef,  cream  cheese, 
lard,  and  preserves. 

Extension  and  remodeling  building.  No.  2745. — Sealed  proiwsals  will  be  received 
at  the  oflice  of  the  Suiiervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  until  November  20,  1915,  for  the  exteimlon,  remodeling^  etc.,  of 
tlie  United  States  post  office  and  customhouse  at  Muskegon,  Mich.  Draw- 
ings and  spccificntlons  may  he  obtained  from  the  custodian  at  Muskegon, 
Mich.,  or  at  tlie  Washington  office. 

Ucdical  supplies,  No.  2746.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Field  Medical  Suiiply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  21  M  Street  NE., 
Wasldngton,  D.  C,  until  Octo|>er  26, 1915,  for  furnishing  and  dellverlDg  ab- 
sorbent cotton,  eamphora  pulvis,  and  collodium. 

Potatoes,  onions,  butter,  bacon,  etc..  No.  2747. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  re- 
celve*!  nt  the  office  of  tlie  Quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  308  Gambel 
BufUIing,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  until  October  20,  1015,  for  furnishing  and  de- 
livering t>otatoeH,  onions,  bulter,  bacon,  cheese,  ham,  and  yeast. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York.  Boom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eigliteeath  floor  United 
States  Customhouse:  Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  ITatioaal 
Bank  BuDdlog;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbernia 
Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  SOS  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska 
Balldlng.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Clnoin* 
Bfttl.  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Aageles,  Chamler  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
cf  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeree. 
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EXAMINATIONS  FOB  LIFEBOAT  KEN. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce  on  October  22  approved  Department 
Circular  Ko.  267,  designating  the  officers  to  conduct  the  examination 
of  applicants  for  certificates  as  lifeboat  men,  as  follows: 

United  Stnica  Bvpervising  and  local  inspectors,  Bteamboat-Inspection  Service, 
and  others  concerned: 

Id  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  tlie  seamen's  act,  I  hereby  designate 
the  following  officers  to  esuuiine  applicants  for  certificates  as  lifeboat  men: 

Any  commissioned  or  warrant  officer  of  the  United  States  Navy  who  may  be 
detailed  for  such  duty  by  the  commandant  of  any  navy  yard  or  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  vesa^X  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

Commissioned  officers  of  the  line  and  wai'rant  officers  of  the  rank  of  boatswain 
or  keeper  In  the  United  States  Coast  Guard. 

Deck  officers  of  the  vessels  of  the  Lighthouse  Service,  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey,  and  Fisheries  Service. 

I<ocal  and  assistant  inspectors  of  hulls  in  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service. 

Applications  to  any  of  the  above  officers  for  examination  for  certificate  as 
lifeboat  man  will  receive  prompt  attention,  and  tlie  applicant  will  I)e  examined 
within  the  most  reas<mnble  time,  and  certificates  will  be  Issued  by  the  examining 
officers  If  the  appllcflnt  is  found  qualified. 

Supplies  of  certificates  and  other  forms  required  will  be  furnished  the  various 
ofiicers. 

WlIXIAU  C.  "RWVJELD, 

Secr^ary. 


BESTOBATION  OF  FRENCH  DUTIES  ON  FLOUE  AND  WHEAT. 

IToIegvam  from  American  Consul  General,  Parla,  Oct.  18,  1915.] 

A  decree  of  October  16,  1915,  restores  the  import  duties  on  wheat, 
spelt,  and  maslin,  flour  of  wheat,  spelt,  and  maslin,  and  bread,  which 
were  suspended  by  the  decree  of  July  31,  1914  (see  Foreign  Tariff 
Notes  No.  14,  p.  10).  Shipments  exported  direct  to  France  before 
October  17  are  to  be  entitled  to  free  admission. 


The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  recently  inspected  and 
t^ted  700  automatic  parcel-post  scales  for  the  Post  Office  Depart' 
ment  at  the  factory  of  the  manufacturer  in  Chicago. 
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CHAHOES  IS  BAITISH  EHBAEOO  UST. 

[Telegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Oct.  14,  1915.1 

A  small  number  of  changes  in  the  British  embargo  list,  principally 
in  the  nature  of  more  complete  specification  of  articles  or  of  trans- 
ference from  absolute  to  qualified  embargo,  have  recently  been  pub- 
lished.   Certain  new  articles  are  placed  under  partial  embargo. 

Harness  and  saddlery  of  all  kinds,  including  metal  fittings,  are 
now  under  complete  embargo. 

Leather,  undressed  or  dressed,  suitable  for  military  clothing,  is 
transferred  from  the  absolute  to  the  qualified  embargo  list.  Sheep- 
skins wooled  and  skins  of  sheep  and  goats^  undressed  or  dressed,  with 
certain  restrictions,  may  be  exported  to  British  possessions  and  pro- 
tectorates. The  following  items,  not  heretofore  under  embargo,  may 
be  exported  only  to  British  territories:  Leather  belting,  hydraulic 
leather,  pump  leather  and  i)icking  bands,  stearine  pitch,  and  other 
pitches  derived  from  fatty  oils  and  acids. 

Blankets  of  all  kinds  and  cotton  fabric  suitable  for  air  craft  are  now 
under  prohibition  of  export  except  to  certain  European  countries. 
Deerskins  and  pigskins,  undressed  or  dressed,  are  subject  to  a  more 
liberal  regime  than  formerly,  as  are  also  certain  salts  of  aluminium. 
The  exportation  of  the  following  articles  not  previously  subject  to 
embargo  is  now  prohibited  to  certain  European  countri^:  Desiccated 
coconut,  borax,  boric  acid  and  other  boron  compounds,  bookbinding 
leather,  chamois,  glace  kid,  morocco,  persian,  roan,  and  seal  leather, 
and  leather  suitable  for  textile  machinery  except  picking  bands. 

[Detailed  information  on  the  subject  of  British  embargo  provisions 
is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and 
inquiries  in  regard  to  specific  articles  will  be  answered  by  the 
Bureau.] 


aUAIlT-CBOP  ESTIMATES  f  OB  SOTTTH  AUSTBAUA. 

[Commercial  Attacbe  William  C.  Downs,  Mclboome,  Sept  24.] 

According  to  a  statement  issued  by  the  Government  Statist  for 
South  Australia,  giving  estimates  of  the  grain  crop  of  tliat  State  for 
the  season  1915-10,  the  total  acreage  under  crop  with  wheat,  barley, 
and  oats  is  3,594,057  acres,  an  increase  of  411,168  acres  as  compared 
with  the  previous  season.  The  acreage  of  wheat  is  3,192,381,  of 
barley  87,G8G,  and  of  oats  313,000. 

In  re^^ard  to  the  present  outlook  of  wheat  acreage  under  crop, 
021,515  acres  are  classed  as  below  the  average;  1,486,421  as  equal  to 
the  average  of  good  seasons;  and  1,081,415  as  above  the  average.  For 
the  decennial  period  1903-4  to  1912-13  the  mean  annual  average 
yield  was  10.28  bushels  of  wheat  and  1.25  tons  of  hay  per  acre,  and 
these  are  accepted  as  the  pre-ent  averages  of  good  seasons  for  the 
whole  State.  The  present  prospects  aie  stated  to  be  better  than  the 
average. 


American  motor  trucks  are  now  being  handled  by  a  Barcelona 
firm  in  place  of  a  Continental  truck  the  supply  of  which  was  cut  o£E 
by  the  war.  The  American  consulate  general  in  that  city  was  instru- 
mental in  bringing  about  this  new  trade  connection,  through  assist- 
ance rendered  the  motor  company's  representatives,  who  spoke  no 
Spanish. 
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FISH  LASDES  AT  ITEW  ENGLAND  FORTS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fineries  announces  that  fishing 
fleets  landing  fish  at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  Portland, 
Me.,  during  September,  1915,  included  296  steam  and  sail  vessels. 
At  Boston  388  trips  were  landed,  aggregating  10,228,293  pounds  of 
fish,  valued  at  $291,225;  at  Gloucester  181  trips  were  landed,  aggre- 
gating 8,542,380  pounds,  valued  at  $199,502;  and  at  Portland  91 
trips  were  landed,  amounting  to  683,668  pounds,  valued  at  $26,095 ; 
a  total  for  the  three  ports  of  660  trips  and  19,454,341  pounds  of  fresli 
and  salted  fish,  for  which  the  fishermen  received  $516,822. 

On  September  1  large  quantities  of  small  mackerel  were  landed  at 
Boston,  and  on  September  8  the  schooner  Tattler  arrived  at  Glouces- 
ter with  475,000  pounds  of  salted  cod.  This  is  the  largest  hand-line 
fare  landed  at  this  port  since  1909,  when  the  same  craft  weighed  off 
479,433  pounds  of  cod.  Swordfish  have  been  quite  plentiful.  The 
catch  of  mackerel  this  year  to  September  20  amounts  to  68,161  barrels 
of  fresh  and  8,240  barrels  of  salted,  as  compared  with  65,900  barrels 
of  fresh  and  13,015  barrels  of  salted  for  the  same  period  in  1914. 

landed  at  Botton  and  Qloueeiter,  Maa.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  by  A-meriean  fiAing 
vauU  in  September,  1915. 
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FRENCH  BEdUISITIONS  OF  WHEAT  AND  FLOUB. 

[Cablesram  from  Consul  General  A.  M.  Tbackara,  Paris,  Oct.  18.] 

The  law  of  October  IC  provides  that  the  Government,  through  the 
Minister  of  Commerce,  may  requisition  foreign  or  native  wheat  and 
flour  for  the  civil  population,  at  prices  not  exceeding  30  francs  per 
100  kilos  ($2.G3  per  100  pounds)  for  wheat  containing  not  more  than 
2  per  cent  of  impurities,  weighing  77  kilos  per  hectoliter  (59.8  poimds 
per  bushel).  The  prices  are  subject  to  an  increase  or  a  decrease  of 
1  per  cent  per  kilo  over  or  under  77  and  a  reduction  of  1  per  cent 
for  each  extra  1  per  cent  of  impurities.  The  law  also  provides  that 
flour  prices  shall  be  fixable  by  decree. 

According  to  the  administrative  circular  of  October  16,  although 
the  right  of  requisition  is  general,  it  is  preferable  that  requisition 
should  be  of  stock  from  warehouses,  and  although  previous  con- 
tracts do  not  safeguard  against  requisition,  such  merchandise  should 
be  taken  only  in  cases  of  extreme  necessity,  tlie  fulfillment  of  con- 
tracts to  be  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  courts.  Hard  wheats  can 
not  be  requisitioned  for  alimentary  pastes.  ^  I 
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TEE  nrCEBKATIONAX  HOP  TRADE. 

In  commenting  on  the  hop  situation  the  latter  part  of  September 
a  Sydney  (Australia)  daily  said: 

Recent  advices  from  Hobart  Indicate  that  tlie  market  for  Tasmanian  hope  In 
that  center  is  very  firm.  That  htis  uo  doubt  been  brought  about  by  the  hi^ 
rates  deniundcd  in  England  for  Kent  hops,  the  crop  of  which  this  season  will 
probably  be  the  sniailest  harvested  during  the  past  30  years.  Already  ship- 
ments of  1015  Tasuiuuiiiu  hops  have  been  made  to  Loudon,  and  further  inquiries 
are  being  made  for  both  the  1015  and  191G  crops.  lu  Sydney  1915  Tasmanian 
hops  are  offered  at  1/6  [37  cents]  per  pound,  delivered  naual  tenus.  The  latest 
cablegrams  from  America  report  an  ndvnnce  of  2  cents  in  the  price  of  the  1914 
crop.  American  lu-ps  are  available  on  Biiot  at  1/5  [35  cents]  i)er  pound,  duty 
jtaid  and  delivered.  8o  far  no  quotatlous  for  the  1010  crop  of  American  hops 
have  been  received.  New  Zealand  bops,  for  prompt  delivery,  are  worth  1/6  per 
imnnd,  duty  paid  ami  delivei-ed.  The  hulk  of  the  stocks  which  were  held  lii 
Nelson  (New  Zealand)  have  been  shipped  to  London  at  full  rates,  and  there  Is 
now  a  good  demand  for  the  1910  crop. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  in  Commerce  Reports  of  the  short 
hop  crop  in  England,  (iermany,  and  Austria-Hungary  (see  the  issues 
for  Oct.  6  and  20,  1915),  that  for  England  and  Austria-Hungary 
being  estimated  at  lialf  of  last  season's  harvest  and  Germany^s  at  two- 
thirds. 

American  Crop— Imports  and  Exports. 

Fig!ires  of  the  American  yield  are  compiled  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  only  as  to  average  quantity  per  acre  and 
quality.  For  the  current  crop  the  average  per  acre  is  placed  at  l,04iJ 
pounds,  against  985  pounds  last  season.  As  the  acreage  does  not  vary 
much  from  year  to  year,  this  would  seem  to  indicate  a  larger  total  for 
1915.  The  quality,  however,  is  not  so  good  as  last  year,  being  rated 
at  H8  as  compared  with  5)2 ;  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  price,  which 
in  August  was  15  cents,  against  a  quotation  of  20  cents  at  the  corre- 
sponding date  in  1914. 

England  is  a  large  purchaser  of  American  hops,  taking  88  per 
cent  of  the  total  exports  in  the  fiscal  year  (ended  June  30)  1913.  92 
per  cent  in  1914,  and  85  per  cent  in  1915,  or  15,409,093  poimds,  22,- 
219,6*20  pounds,  and  13,823.889  pounds  out  of  total  shipments  of 
17,591,195  pounds,  Si.Se-i.SOG  pounds,  and  16,210,443  pounds,  respec- 
tively. Canada  takes  over  1,000,000  pounds  yearly,  and  in  1915 
G13,i-i3  pounds  of  hops  were  shipped  from  the  United  States  to  Aus- 
tralia. 

While  ranking  as  the  world's  largest  producer  of  hops — the  com- 
mereial  movement  of  American  hops  being  unofficially  estimated  at 
57,060,000  pounds  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1914^the  United 
States  is  also  a  regular,  though  unsteady,  buyer  of  certain  grades  of 
foreign  hops.  In  the  fiscal  year  1910  such  imports  totaled  3,200,500 
pounds;  in  1911,  8,557.331  pounds;  in  1912,  2,991,125  pounds;  in 
1913,  8,494,144  pounds;  in  1914,  5,382,025  pounds;  and  in  the  12 
months  ended  June  30  last,  11,051,332  pounds.  Germany  and  Aus- 
tria-Hungary supply  practically  all  of  the  hop  imports,  though. 
England  also  participates  in  the  trade  and  Belgian  hops  figure  to  a 
slightly  larger  extent  than  the  English. 


Pretoria  is  anxious  to  establish  a  local  diamond-cutting  industry, 
and  the  municipality  is  prepared  to  offer  a  free  site,  a  water  supply, 
and  a  subsidy. 
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BANKING  INNOVATION  FOB  COLLECTING  INSTTBANCE  FBEUIUHS. 

[Consul  E.  M.  Lawton,  T^uclg&lpa,  IIODdunis,  Sept.  30.] 

An  American  life  insurance  company  asked  a  bank  in  this  city  to 
undertake  collections  of  premiums  for  policies  held  by  Hondurans^ 
and  complained  of  the  large  number  of  policies  which  had  lapsed  in 
Honduras  since  the  beginning  of  the  European  war.  The  local 
bank  investigated  and  found  that  the  general  complaint  was  the  in- 
creased rate  of  exchange  for  gold  drafts,  which  had  advanced  from 
240  per  cent  to  310  per  cent  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  (at 
pi*esent  the  Honduras  peso  is  worth  32  cents  in  exchange  for  Ameri- 
can drafts).  An  arrangement  was  made  whereby  tlie  bank  may 
accept  8  per  cent  interest-bearing  notes  in  payment  of  premiums, 
which  are  at  once  credited  on  open  account  to  the  insurance  com- 
pany, but  on  which  the  latter  does  not  draw  until  90  days  after 
payment  by  note.  The  bank  guarantees  the  notes  which  it  accepts, 
and  in  consequence  a  number  of  policies  have  been  restored  and 
other  policyholders  have  been  persuaded  to  continue  policies  which 
would  otherwise  have  lapsed. 


EZEHFTION  OF  FOODSTUFFS  IN  HE2IC0. 

[ConBul  Wllbcrt  L.  Bonney,  San  Luis  Potosl,  Oct.  12,  1915.] 

A  decree  promulgated  in  Vera  Cruz  September  29,  1915,  in  addi- 
tion to  prescribing  new  rates  of  export  duty  on  ixtle  (pita  fiber), 
rubber,  and  refined  quicksilver,  exempts  from  import  duty  fresh 
meat,  dried  fish,  preserved  foods  of  animal  origin,  lard,  rice,  fruits, 
vegetables,  corn,  sugar,  olive  oil  in  tins,  fiour,  biscuit,  oats,  and  com- 
mon soap.  [It  is  presumed  that  the  exemption  from  import  duties 
is  a  temporary  provision  to  remain  in  operation  pending  the  restora- 
tion of  normal  conditions  as  regards  food  supplies  in  Mexico.] 


FUBTHEB  EXFQBTATION  OF  WOOL  FROM  GBEAT  BBITAXN. 

[Telegram  from  American  CodsuI  General,  London,  Oct  SO,  1015.] 

Applications  for  licenses  to  export  to  the  United  States  10,000  bales 
of  East  India  wool,  to  be  purcliased  at  forthcoming  Liverpool  wool 
sales,  will  be  considered.  No  licenses  will  be  granted  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  black,  gray,  and  brown  wool  or  of  yellow  pieces,  low  and 
medium  grade  hard  white  blanket  wool,  and  combed  wool,  all  of 
which  are  required  for  military  purposes.  The  usual  conditions  as 
to  guarantee  against  reexportation  to  countries  hostile  to  Great 
Britain  are  applicable. 


INDIANAPOLIS  TO  HAVE  ELECTBOLYSIS  SITBVEY. 

Preliminary  arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  electrolysis  sur- 
vey in  the  city  of  Indianapolis  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Standards.  The  bureau  found,  on  receiving  the  request  to  undertake 
this  work,  that  there  was  considerable  need  of  such  a  survey,  as  the 
eLectn>l;^sis  conditions  are  unfavorable  and  the  property  of  utility 
companies  is  being  affected.  A  representative  of  the  bureau  was  sent 
to  In^anapolis  to  attend  to  the  preliminary  work. 
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AirSI&AIZA. 

[Commonwealtb  of  Australia  Gaxette,  Sept.  9,  1915.1 
ProUbitfon  of  Snrar. 

By  a  proclamation  of  September  7, 1915,  the  importation  of  sugar 
into  Australia  is  prohibited,  except  with  the  consent  of  the  Minist^ 
of  Trade  and  Customs. 

mCABAQUA. 
[La  Gaceta,  Aug.  21.  1915.] 
Frolilbitloa  of  Kerolren  and  Tistoli. 

The  Government  of  Nicaragua  has  enacted  a  decree,  dated  August 
17,  1915,  and  effective  from  the  date  of  publication,  prohibiting  for 
the  period  of  one  year  the  importation  of  revolvers  and  pistols  of  all 
kinds,  except  in  cases  where  application  to  import  had  been  approved 
or  consular  invoices  certified  prior  to  the  date  of  publication  of  the 
decree. 

TABAOVAT. 

[Consul  Sanmel  HamUton  WUej,  Amutdon,  Sept.  T,  1916.] 
Proteotlon  of  Irade-lfarks. 

In  view  of  the  frequency  with  which  foreign  trade-marks  are  regis- 
tered in  Paraguay  by  third  parties  in  order  to  force  the  real  owners 
to  buy  the  right  to  their  use,  the  American  consul  at  Asuncion  has 
su^ested  that  he  be  notified  when  American  firms  arrange  for  the 
registration  of  their  marks  in  that  country.  He  will  then  be  in  a 
better  position  to  determine  whether  the  marks  are  being  registered 
in  the  name  of  the  owners  or  not,  and  may  be  able  to  save  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  considerable  annoyance  and  expense  at  a  later 
date. 

PEKTT. 

[Ccaunil  General  WUllam  W.  Haodley,  Callao-Llma,  Sept  1,  1919.] 

AropoBed  Bzport  Duties. 

Owing  to  the  decrease  in  revenues  occasioned  by  the  war,  the 
Peruvian  Government  has  under  consideration  a  bill  providing  for 
the  levying  of  export  duties  on  mineral  products  and  one  for  the 
establislunent  of  similar  taxes  on  other  important  products  of  the 
country. 

Mineral  products  of  all  kinds,  in  whatever  form  exported,  are  to 
be  subject  to  a  tax  of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem,  if  originating  in  the 
territory  covered  by  the  Central  and  Southern  Railways  of  Peru, 
while  the  duty  on  such  materials  produced  elsewhere  in  the  country 
is  to  be  2  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  an  export  tax  of  2  shillings  per 
ton  is  to  be  imposed  on  petroleum.  These  imposts,  if  enacted,  are 
rot  to  go  into  effect  until  November  9,  1915,  as  it  was  provided  by  a 
law  of  November  8,  1890,  that  no  additional  export  duties  on  mining 
products  should  be  levied  for  a  period  of  25  years  from  that  date. 

An  export  duty  of  6  pence  per  100  pounds,  gross  weight,  is  to  be 
levied  on  sugar  of  all  kinds,  when  the  price  (f.  o.  b.  ^ace  of  em- 
barkation) of  granulated  sugar  polarizing  96°  is  not  less  than  11  shil- 
lings 6  pence  per  100  pounds. 

When  the  price  of  cotton  ("  Piura  rough  ")  is  not  less  than  7  pence 
per  pound,  a  duty  of      pence  per  100  pounds  is  to  be  imposed,  and 
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an  additional  2J  pence  per  100  pounds  for  each  advance  in  price  of 
■J  penny;  on  other  cotton  ('■  semi-rough  and  Mitafifi  *')  an  export  tax 
of  5  pence  per  100  pounds  is  to  be  levied,  when  the  price  is  not  less 
than  pence  per  pound,  witli  an  increase  of  2i  pence  for  each  ad- 
vance of  i  penny  in  price.  "  Smooth  "  cotton  is  to  be  dutiable  at  6 
pence  per  100  pounds  when  the  price  ranges  between  5^  and  6i  pence 
per  pound,  at  1  shilliuj^  when  the  price  is  between  6i  and  7^  pence  per 

gound,  and  at  2  shillings  in  case  the  price  should  exceed  7f  pence, 
tn  washed  wool  a  duty  of  2  shillings  per  100  pounds  is  to  be  collected 
when  the  Liverpool  quotation  is  not  less  than  10  pence  per  100  pounds. 
Kawhides  in  general  and  goatskins  are  to  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  IJ 
pence  and  dried  hides  to  a  duty  of  1£  pence  per  kilo. 

All  duties  are  to  be  paid  by  means  of  90  days  sight  drafts  on  Lon- 
don or  New  York.   [Shilling  (12  pence)  =$0,243  (par  value).] 

tit  was  expected  tbat  tbere  wonld  be  conslderuble  opposition  to  these  measures 
ill  the  Peruvian  Congress,  but,  as  announced  In  Commerce  Repobts  (or  Oct.  14, 
1915,  the  bill  providing  for  the  exjiort  duties  on  sugar,  cotton,  wool,  and  hides 
was  enacted  October  fi.  There  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Couniierce  ii  number  of  reports  and  press  clippings  regarding  the  probable 
effect  of  the  proposed  legislation,  which  will  be  loaned  upon  application.] 

POSTXTGAL. 

(CoDRUl  General  W.  h.  Lorrrlc,  Lisbon,  Sept,  17.  lOIS.] 

Ihity  on  Structural  Iron. 

A  new  item  added  to  the  Portuguese  customs  tariff  by  a  recent 
decree  makes  iron  or  steel,  shaped  or  grooved,  for  use  in  the  construc- 
tion of  buildings,  plain,  painted,  or  varnished,  dutiable  at  0.030  mil- 
reis  per  kilo.  [Mili-eis  (escudo)  $0.7G  (July,  1915) ;  kilo,  2.2046 
pounds.] 

SALTASOB. 

'  [Diarlo  OOcial,  Sept.  16,  1815.] 

Supplementary  Charges  at  La  Union, 

A  concession  has  been  granted  by  the  Salvadorian  Government  for 
the  levying  of  supplementary  charges  on  goods  shippred  through  the 
port  of  La  Union.  The  schedule  of  fees  for  loading,  unloading, 
warehouse,  etc.,  as  proposed  by  the  concessionary  and  approved  by 
the  Salvadorian  authorities,  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  and  may  be  consulted  by  those  interested. 

TEINinAB. 

[Vice  Consul  John  V.  Sirearlngen,  jr.,  Trinidad,  Aug.  21,  1915.] 
Standards  for  Butter. 

The  health  authorities  of  the  Island  of  Trinidad  have  recently 
been  enforcing  more  strictly  than  before  the  Food  and  Drugs  Ordi- 
nance of  1905,  "which  prescribes  standards  of  purity  for  butter.  Ac- 
cording to  section  2  of  this  ordinance,  any  substance  sold  as  butter 
must  contain  not  less  than  80  per  cent  of  butter  fat  if  sold  in  tins 
weighing  not  over  5  pounds,  and  at  least  72  per  cent  of  butter  fat  and 
not  over  16  per  cent  of  water,  nor  over  12  per  cent  of  salt,  if  sold  in 

;  lar^r  containers,  and  must  be  free  from  other  fats.  Substances  con- 
sistmg  of  butter  but  sold  as  **  cooking  butter,"  "  cooking  grease,"  or 
under  any  other  name  than  butter,  must  contain  at  lea^  75  per  cent 

,of  butter  fat. 
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SFAIK  A  FEETUB  FIEU  FOK  AlCEBICAH  COKHEBCE. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gncej.  S«TlIle,  Spain,  Sn>t.  1.] 

The  success  achieved  recently  by  American  commercial  travelers 
who  hare  called  at  the  Seville  consulate  has  made  it  evident  that,  at 
present,  there  is  an  exceptional  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  various 
classes  of  American  goods  in  that  district  it  merchants  will  go  after 
it  in  the  same  way  they  do  in  the  United  States.  A  traveler  in  the 
hardware  and  machinery  line  came  to  Spain,  after  a  tour  of  several 
months  through  Russia,  Switzerland,  Italy,  and  France,  expecting 
to  pick  up  a  few  orders  en  route  from  the  north  to  Gibraltar,  where 
he  intended  to  take  a  steamer  to  return  to  the  United  States.  He 
was  astonished  to  find  Spain  the  most  fertile  iield  for  orders  in 
Europe.  In  a  hurried  trip  through  the  Spanish  cities,  covering  less 
than  three  weeks,  he  had  taken  over  250  substantial  orders,  more 
than  he  had  received  in  all  the  other  European  countries  he  had 
visited.  The  consul  gave  him  local  addresses  and  introductions  to 
&rms  in  Seville,  and  he  left  after  five  days  with  another  large  number 
of  orders  for  direct  shipment. 

The  Seville  consulate  has  received  an  exceptional  number  of  in- 
quiries for  various  classes  of  goods  in  recent  months,  all  of  which 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  Trade  Opportunity  notes  and  pub- 
lished in  CoMMEKcE  Reports  or  made  the  subject  of  special  confi- 
dential circulars  sent  out  bv  the  Dcpjutnient  of  Commerce,  but  the 
business  was  not  properly  followed  up. 

Poor  Results  Disgust  Spanish  Sealer. 

A  particular  case  in  point  is  that  connected  with  inquiries  for 
photographic  plates  and  papers,  in  which  there  was,  and  still  is,  a 
shortage.  This  need  was  reported  by  telegram,  and  afterwards  fol- 
lowed up  by  an  elaborate  rejx)rt  in  which  it  was  particularly  stated 
that  the  shortage  was  in  plates,  paper,  and  other  such  supplies  and 
that  there  was  no  call  for  cameras  at  the  present  time.  The  re- 
sults of  these  efforts  were  to  receive  from  America  one  catalogue 
of  snap-shot  cameras  and  another  sheet  describing  a  camera  for  tak- 
ing ."penny  pictures."  No  particulars  of  the  goods  required  have 
been  received,  and  the  dealer,  the  largest  in  his  line  in  the  city,  was 
disgusted  with  the  nonsuccess  of  his  elForts.  He  is  now  seeking  the 
goods  in  other  countries. 

If  this  need  had  been  followed  up  by  a  commercial  traveler,  or 
by  full  i!iformntion,  prices,  etc.,  being  aent  to  the  inquirer,  probably 
substantial  orders  would  have  resulted.  If  commercial  travelers  will 
vi.sit  Spain  in  the  near  future  they  will  find  it  a  pai'ticularly  favor- 
able time  to  se<'ure  orders  and  establish  a  good  business  on  a  per- 
manent basis.  Avhich  can  be  continued  after  conditions  become  normal 
in  Europe.  They  should  plan  to  enter  the  country  through  Gibraltar 
or  Cadiz  and  leave  it  via  Portugal. 

lists  of  Dealers  Should  Be  Obtained. 

With  such  an  itinerary  a  total  of  TiS  days  or  two  months  would  be 
spent  in  Spain  and  Portugal.  Actual  experience  would  probably  vary 
the  time  somewhat,  giving  a  longer  or  shorter  period  in  different  cities 
Hccording  to  the  commodity  that  was  to  be  sold,  and  side  trips  might 
be  necessary  for  special  lines  of  goods.  The  cost  of  such  a  trip  would 
be  approximately  $(J-20.  The  commercial  traveler  would  do  welj  to 
provide  himself  beforehand  with  a  list  of  the  dealers  in  his  line  in 
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each  of  the  cities  he  contemplates  visiting.  Such  lists  can  be  secured 
upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
Washington,  or  its  branch  offices.  The  traveler  should  also  provide 
himself  with  a  supply  of  circular  letters,  printed  in  Spanish,  to  notify 
such  dealers  of  his  intended  visits. 

On  arrival  at  the  firat  port  in  Spain  the  traveler  should  notify  the 
consuls  or  consular  agents  of  the  United  States  of  the  dates  on  which 
he  expects  to  arrive  at  their  respective  cities,  inclosing  lists  of  those 
in  his  line  of  business  whom  he  intends  to  visit  and  recjuesting  tlie 
consul  to  correct  or  supplement  this  list.  Catalogues  in  Spanish 
should  also  be  sent  to  the  local  merchants. 
Personal  Element  Enters  into  Bnsiness. 

The  commercial  representative  should  be  authorized  to  make  such 
terms,  etc.,  as  seem  advisable,  to  grant  credits  where  the  information 
received  justifies,  to  appoint  agents  for  a  town  or  district  when  de- 
sired, to  arran;^  for  a  supply  of  samples  or  a  stock  of  the  goods,  etc. 
There  are  several  men  in  Seville  who  would  be  very  satisfactory 
agents,  but  who  are  not  in  a  position  to  make  outright  purchases. 
A  traveling  representative  could  judge  these  men  and  probably  ar- 
range for  shipments  to  be  made  to  them  on  time  payment  or  for  sale 
on  a  commission  basis.  The  personal  element  enters  more  largely  into 
busine^  in  Spain  than  almost  anywhere  else  in  Europe,  and  it  is 
this  lack  of  immediate  touch  that  is  preventing  American  merchants 
from  securing  a  large  portion  of  the  present  trade  of  Spain. 

The  commercial  traveler  for  Spain  should,  of  course,  have  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  Spanish  language.  Lack  of  this  might  be  compensated 
for  by  engaging  a  guide,  who  would  cost  about  $1  per  day  and  ex- 
penses, but  getting  business  through  an  interpreter  is  never  as  suc- 
cessful as  by  direct  methods.  Familiarity  with  Spanish  customs, 
manners,  and  ideals  is  valuable.  A  considerable  amount  of  tact  is 
desirable,  with  ability  to  combine  sociability  and  business,  taking 
time  for  the  little  courtesies  that  mean  so  much  to  the  Spanish  busi- 
ness man,  who  is  not  used  to  the  quick,  abrupt,  and,  to  him,  manner- 
less "  hustle  "  of  the  average  American  traveler. 
Hay  Get  Orders  In  Hany  DilFerent  Lines. 

There  are  many  lines  for  which  a  commercial  traveler  visiting 
Seville  now  can  secure  orders.  These  include  oil  presses,  electrictd 
machinery  and  supplies,  electrical  and  gasoline  pumps,  hardware, 
paper,  iron  and  steel  products,  tools,  chemicals,  flour  and  other 
cereals,  sausage  casings,  stationeiy  and  ofiice  supplies,  bromide,  re- 
frigerating and  ice-maldng  machinery,  abattoir  equipment,  road- 
making  machinery,  oil  drums,  agricultural  machinery  and  imple- 
ments, drugs,  piping,  concrete  mixers  and  machinery,  photographic 
supplies,  shoes,  advertising  novelties,  codfish,  shoe  polish,  fans,  fire- 
arms, lubricating  oils,  paraffin,  paints  and  varnishes,  wire  fencing, 
machine  tools,  leather,  automobiles,  railway  ties,  and  ^s  stoves  for 
heating. 

The  municipal  officers  have  recently  authorized  the  floating  of 
a  loan,  amounting  in  United  States  currency  to  $6,984,000,  for  city 
improvements,  which  include  the  paving  of  the  streets  by  modem 
methods,  the  erection  of  a  first-class  hotel,  improvement  of  the  sewer- 
ajffi  and  water  systems,  building  of  filter  beds,  etc.,  which  have  been 
fully  covered  in  Comhxrcb  Repobtb  for  October  5, 1915. 
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BEUORAUZATION  IN  THE  COCONTIX-OIL  TSADE. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hon^oiv,  A.ag.  31.3 

Tlie  trade  in  coconut  oil  in  Hongkong  and  Far  Eastern  ports  gen- 
erally has  come  to  be  somewhat  demoralized,  not  only  as  an  indirect 
result  of  the  war  but  by  reason  of  changes  in  industrial  processes 
in  Far  Eastern  factories.  Incidental  to  the  situation  it  appears 
tliat  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  Japanese  interests  to  dominate  the 
coconut-oil  market  in  Japan,  and  to  some  extent  in  other  Eastern 
markets,  by  obtaining  control  of  the  South  Sea  Islands,  whence 
German  manufacturci's  obtained  a  large  share  of  their  oil  previous 
to  the  war,  has  ended,  for  the  time  ming  at  least,  in  more  or  less 
disaster. 

The  chief  sources  of  copra  in  this  part  of  the  world  have  been  the 
East  Indies,  particularly  Ceylon,  Java,  and  Singapore,  the  Philip- 
pines and  the  South  Sea  Islands,  such  as  the  islands  in  the  Marshall 
group.  Before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe  the  demand  for 
copra  was  particularly  strong  in  France  and  Germany,  other  nations 
taking  considerable  of  the  product  but  in  lesser  Tolume.  Most  of 
the  copra  from  the  East  Indies  and  the  Philippines  went  to  France, 
while  that  in  the  South  Seas  went  to  Germany  through  the  organi- 
zation of  the  trade  of  that  pai't  of  the  world  possessed  by  Grerman 
interests.  Considerable  quantities  went  to  the  United  States  and 
to  Japan,  though  it  has  been  more  profitable  to  ship  coconut  oil 
rather  than  copra  to  the  former  country.  In  Japan  the  industry 
of  pressing  oil  from  copra  imported  from  various  points  was  in- 
augurated and  assumed  considerable  propoi-tions.  The  oil  made  was 
usually  of  comparatively  poor  grades  made  from  the  cheapest  grades 
of  copra  and  was  mostly  used  for  soap  making.  ^ 

QuaUties  of  the  Oil.  \ 

When  the  South  Sea  Islands  were  captured  by  Japan  during  the 
earlier  portions  of  the  war  their  copra  was  sent  to  Japan  almost 
exclusively.    In  the  meanwhile  the  market  for  oil  in  Europe  was 

shut  off  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  for  a  time  the  course  of  the 
local  copra  and  oil  markets  in  this  part  of  the  world  was  very  un- 
certain. Tlie  high  price  of  good  oil  at  one  time  led  to  a  number  of 
changes  in  the  trade,  and  these  have  become  permanent.  Oil  in  the 
Malay  States  and  the  East  Indies  has  been  produced  at  such  a  rate 
and  by  such  methods  that  it  can  undersell  Japanese  oil.  A  low 
grade  "solid  oil"  imported  largely  from  the  Philippines  and  the 
East  Indies  through  Hongkong  has  supplanted  the  higher  grade 
oil  in  Jajianese,  and  in  Hongkong,  Shanghai,  and  other  Far  Eastern 
soap  factories. 

Singapore  and  Manila  oils  are  sold,  even  in  Japan,  under  a  special 
customs  arrangement  for  admitting  raw  materials  under  bond,  in 
competition  with  Japanese-made  oil,  and  naturally  control  in  the 
Hongkong  and  other  lower  Asiatic  markets.  Clarified  and  refined 
fisli  oil  is  coming  to  be  used  more  generally  in  industrial  concerns 
in  the  Far  East  as  a  substitute  for  the  coconut  product.  Altogether 
the  coconut  oil  situation  has  changed  from  what  it  was  a  year  ago. 
For  all  that,  prices  still  realized  afford  ample  profit  for  the  modem 
and  properly  equipped  oil-pressing  establishments. 

The  Hongkong  niarket  for  coconut  oil  continues  ^ood,  though 
prices  have  a  lower  range  than  anticipated  at  Uie  beginning  of  the 
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year.   Exports  of  copra  to  both  Europe  and  the  United  States  by 
-way  of  Hongkong  have  been  far  below  normal. 
Better  Prodnot  from  Philippines  Anticipated. 

Philippine  copra,  heretofore  of  comparatively  low  grade  because 
of  the  maimer  in  which  cured,  is  likely  soon  to  be  of  the  highest 
ejade  and  to  produce  the  best  oil.  Philippine  copra  producers  have 
been  agitating  for  modern  "copra  centrals,"  for  drying  coconuts, 
similar  to  the  large  sugar  centrals  erected  by  the  Government  for 
sugar  producers.  A  Government  commission  appointed  to  study 
processes  for  drying  the  nuta  is  testing  various  drying  machines 
including  machines  used  by  German  interests  in  tne  South  Sea 
Islands,  whence  some  of  the  best  copra  has  been  received.  When  a 
standard  dryer  has  been  selected  central  plants  will  be  established  in 
various  parts  of  the  Philippines.  It  is  estimated  that  by  reason  of 
the  inferior  Philippine  product  native  producers  are  losing  one  to 
two  million  dollars  gold  a  year.  The  Philippine  Government  has 
been  endeavoring  for  several  years  to  improve  methods  of  curing, 
but  with  comparatively  little  success. 

HOBTH  XAirOHUKIAir  TBABE  NOTES. 

[CoDBol  Charles  K.  Moscr.  Harbin,  China,  Aug.  3.] 
Business  Derelops  Bapldly  at  ManctauU. 

A  newspaper  published  at  Station  Manchuli  reports  that  the  rapid 
development  of  busing  and  the  increase  in  exports  from  that 
region  of  North  Manchuria,  compelled  the  local  banks  and  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  to  ask  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Russian  Trans- 
porting, Steamship  &  Insurance  Co.,  at  Petrograd,  to  open  a  special 
forwarding  office  at  Manchuli.  The  board  of  directors  appointed  an 
agent  to  mvestigate  the  North  Manchuria  frontier  district.  He 
reported  surprising  possibilities  in  the  fishing  industry  of  the  district 
and  in  the  future  oi  its  trade  with  Mongolia.  He  investigated  the 
proposed  trade  routes  along  the  Kurouloun,  Onona  and  Argun  Rivers, 
and  as  a  result  of  his  investigations  he  advised  the  opening  of  these 
routes  and  the  construction  of  a  railway  to  the  Ner^inskisavod  and 
to  Urga  as  soon  as  peace  is  declared  in  Europe. 

The  Russian  company  mentioned  has  already  opened  an  office  at 
Manchuli,  which  is  especially  concerned  with  exports  to  foreign 
countries.  The  transportation  of  freights  between  Manchuli,  Urga, 
and  Kiakhta  is  to  be  accomplished  by  an  automobile  service  inau* 
gurated  by  this  company. 

Trade  on  Snngarl  River  between  Harbin  and  Amur  Falls  Off. 

Trade  on  the  Sungari  River  between  Harbin  and  the  ports  of  the 
Amur  district  has  fallen  off  this  summer,  from  the  amounts  recorded 
in  previous  seasons.  On  accoimt  of  the  war,  there  is  little  travel  and 
litUe  freight  from  Harbin.  Many  of  the  Amur  steamers  coming  up 
tiie  river  stop  at  small  ports  on  the  Sungari  for  grain  cargoes,  ana 
then  return  to  the  Amur  without  touching  at  Harbin  at  all.  It  is 
said  that  this  is  unprecedented. 
Bev  Btaearonl  Factory  Being  Built. 

A  Chinese  firm  at  Fuchiatien  is  constructing  a  new  macaroni  fac- 
tory which,  it  is  claimed,  will  have  an  output,  of  1,800  pounds  per 
day. 
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FRITIT  CRISIS  CITBTAIIS  TEADE  IN  GANABI^. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stilefl,  TenertlTe.  Canary  IsIandB,  Aug.  31.] 

The  fruit  exportation,  which  produces  approximately  90  per  cent 
of  the  buying  resources  of  the  Canary  Islands,  is  undergoing  a  sea- 
son of  depression  tliat  threatens  to  have  serious  consequences,  on 
account  of  the  marked  insufficiency  of  the  ocean  tonnage  now  avail- 
able. 

Since  July  1  it  has  been  found  alarmingly  difficult  to  ship  bananas. 
During  July  and  August  bananas  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
have  rotted  on  the  plantations,  on  barges  in  the  Canary  Island  har- 
bors awaiting  transportation,  and  on  tlie  wharves  usually  occupied 
by  fruit  steamers.  This  is  the  result  of  the  lack  of  bottoms  to 
carry  the  fruit  to  England  and  France,  the  two  principal  markets, 
with  British  ports  aosorbing  close  to  90  per  cent  of  tlie  total 
output. 

In  June,  1914,  there  were  39  steamers  carrjang  fruit  cargoes  to 
England  alone,  while  in  June  of  this  year  there  was  a  reduction  of 
about  33J  per  cent  in  the  number  of  available  bottoms,  as  only  28 
steamers  secured  fruit  cargoes  here.  The  reduction  in  tonnage  was 
even  greater  than  the  shortage  in  the  frequency  of  sailings,  and  a 
tremendous  increase  in  freight  rates  has  resulted. 

Fennaneat  Injary  to  bdnstiy  Feared. 

Conditions  amoi^  the  planters  are  very  bad  and  threaten  to  pro* 
duce  permanent  injuries  to  the  industry.  The  Spanish  Government 

has  set  aside  $193,000  to  be  employed  in  hiring  vessels,  and  niunerous 
public  meetings  have  been  held,  though  no  defiiiite  action  has  been 
taken.  On  the  other  hand,  a  new  British  company  has  just  been 
organized  and  has  announced  the  chartering  of  six  small  steamers 
to  make  a  regular  schedule.  Another  company  has  secured  two 
additional  vessels  to  ply  between  Liverpool  and  Canary  Island 
ports. 

At  this  time  the  banana  bunches  are  selling  at  $0.38  each,  while  the 

firice  just  before  the  outbreak  of  war  was  $0.97.  Even  at  this  price, 
ess  than  60  per  cent  of  the  fruit  is  being  sold,  and  as  a  result  the 
fruit  growers  are  facing  a  loss,  estimated  by  the  Fruit  Growers' 
Association  at  approximately  $200,000  per  month. 

Conditions  are  reflected  by  the  treasury  returns  made  by  the  col- 
lector of  customs  for  the  archipelago,  which  show  for  July  a  20  per 
cent  and  for  August  a  25  per  cent  reduction  in  the  assessed  valua- 
tion of  imports,  based  on  the  general  average  of  the  last  five  years. 

Bednoed  Farchaslng  Power  of  Tublie. 

The  real  unportance  of  the  situation  to  American  business  mea 
lies  directly  in  the  reduced  purchasing  power  of  the  general  public 
This  reduction  has  been  strongly  shown  by  the  recent  arrival  of  a 
number  of  fruit  carriers  from  Liverpool,  whose  cargoes  for  the 
Canary  ports  have  been  very  small  indeed.  While  American  mer- 
chandise is  undoubtedly  making  a  strong  bid  for  favor  and  has  suc- 
ceeded in  making  a  noticeable  proportionate  ^ain,  as  compared  with 
the  status  of  other  nations  in  this  market,  it  is  doubtful  ii  an  actual 
increase  in  American,  importations  can  be  effected  under  present 
circumstances. 
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HEW  ZEAIAHB  AS  A  KEAT-SUPFLYINO  COUNTRY. 

[Coiral  General  Alfred  A.  WInslow,  Aaekland,  Sept  14.] 

The  frozen-meat  industry  of  New  Zealand  is  receiving  much  atten- 
tion at  this  time,  and  mucn  is  being  done  to  iroprove  Qie  herds  and 
flocks  of  this  Dominion,  as  well  as  to  develop  the  gazing  lands  of 
the  country.  Marketable  cattle  and  sheep  can,  without  doubt,  be 
raised  in  most  of  New  Zealand  cheaper  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
world ;  for  the  grazing  period  is  good  all  the  year  and  but  little  feed 
is  necessary,  even  in  the  remote  south  of  the  islands. 

There  are  but  four  countries  on  which  the  world's  markets  cnn 
depend  for  surplus  meat  supplies,  and  these  are  Argentina,  Aus- 
tralia, New  Zealand,  and  Uruguay.  The  population  of  each,  with 
totals  of  cattle  and  sheep  to  be  supplied,  is  as  follows: 


CoODtrln, 

FopulatlCHi. 

Cattle. 

7,133,63« 
4,872,023 
1,120, Ae4 
1,094,  CSS 

29.120. 000 
11,497,943 
2,020. 171 
8,16^603 

85, 544,000 
85, 049,  W 
24,798,7fi3 
20,360,296 

During  1914  these  countries  sold  to  Great  Britain  alone,  12,788,830 
frozen  sheep  earcasse-s,  and  l,43fi,034  frozen  beef  carcasses,  weighing 
in'  all  about  094,460  tons.  To  date  the  exports  of  frozen  beef  and 
mutton  from  Australia  have  been  5  per  cent  of  the  sheep  and  3  per 
cent  of  the  cattle;  from  New  Zealand,  25  per  cent  of  the  sheep  and 
4  per  cent  of  the  cattle ;  and  from  South  America,  3  per  cent  of  the 
sheep  and  3  per  cent  of  the  cattle;  while  from  older  countries  as 
many  as  20  per  cent  of  the  cnttle  and  40  per  cent  of  the  sheep  are 
slaughtered.  The  increa^^  of  sheep  in  New  Zealand  very  nearly 
reaches  100  per  cent. 


SEW  UASEETS  DESZBED  FOK  SFAHISH  EXFOKTS. 

[CoDsul  Wilbur  T.  Oracey,  Seville,  Sept.  4.] 

A  commission  recently  organized  to  promote  the  export  of  Spanish 
products  announces  that  among  other  petitions  received  by  it  were 
3  from  Seville  industries,  2  from  Badajoz,  2  from  Cadiz,  and  1  from 
Caeeres,  in  this  consular  district,  with  a  total  of  71  from  other  parts 
of  Spain.  The  commission  does  not  specify  the  particular  industries 
in  this  district  that  desire  new  outlets,  but  gives  a  list  of  commodities 
for  which  foreign  markets  aro  wanted.  These  include  pajjer,  elec- 
trical machinery,  preserved  fisli  and  vegetables,  printing  type,  choco- 
late, biscuits,  paints,  chemical  products,  sanitary  supplies,  fertilizers, 
silver-plated  tableware,  alpaca,  glass  and  glassware,  ground  peppers, 
textiles,  olive  oil,  soaps,  cider,  hats,  iron  and  steel  products,  hardware 
and  cutlery,  waterproof  cloth,  flour,  cement,  candles,  agricultural 
tools,  and  cork  products. 


Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  of  Stockholm,  reports  that 
during  the  eight  months,  January  to  August,  1915,  the  income  of  the 
Swedish  State  from  customs,  taxes,  net  railway  income,  etc.,  amounted 
to  $26,237^,  as  compar«d  with  $26,325,640  during  the  like  period 
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FOBEIQN  TSADE  OFFO&TUUlTm. 

[Where  addresKs  aro  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Borcan  and  Its  braaek 

offlcea.} 

Gauges,  No.  18882. — The  Bureau  is  informed  by  an  American  consular  officM- 
in  Italy  tliat  a  firm  iu  Ills  district  desires  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  "  limit 
gauges "  for  machine  tools,  the  sizes  of  which  should  be  stated  In  tlie 
metric  system.   Payment  will  be  made  against  documents.   References  are 

given.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Metals,  tools,  etc..  No.  18883. — The  commercial  agent  in  charge  of  the  Bureau's 
branch  office  In  New  York  r^rts  that  the  r^resentative  of  a  firm  ia 
Sweden  desires  to  purchase,  for  cash  in  New  Yorfc,  metals,  tools,  and 
machine  tools. 

Locomotive  repairs.  No.  18884. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile  trans- 
ndts  n  report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  repair  parts  for 
locomotlTes.  A  copy  of  the  report  may  be  had  on  application  to  tbe 
Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Hardicare,  office  supplies,  etc..  No.  18885. — Tbe  commercial  agent  la  charge  of 
the  Bureau's  branch  office  In  New  York  reports  the  draire  of  a  representa- 
tive of  a  firm  In  Ckilombla  to  represent  American  manufacturers  or  ex- 
porters of  hardware,  office  supplies,  and  papor  In  that  country.  Gatalogaea 
and  agency  details  should  be  forwarded  at  once.  References  are  g^Ten. 

Fire-ftgktinff  apparatuses  and  appliances,  No.  18886. — ^An  American  consnlar 
officer  In  Uruguay  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  cata* 
lognes  of  fire-flgtating  ammratuses  and  appliances.  Similar  catalognes 
should  also  be  sent  to  the  American  consulate, 

StaiUmerv,  Na  18887.— An  American  consular  officer  In  France  transmits  tbe 
names  of  business  firms  In  bis  district  which  desire  to  represent  American 

manufacturers  or  exporters  of  stationery. 

Wire  rope,  No.  18888. — The  Bureau  is  informed  by  the  commercial  agent  in 
charge  of  its  branch  office  in  New  York  City  that  the  purchasing  agent  of 
a  firm  In  Portugal,  who  Is  tiow  in  this  country,  desires  to  purdiase  500,000 
meters  of  galvanized  wire  rope  of  10  millimeters  In  diameter,  composed  of 

7  wires  of  3  millimeters  diameter  and  one  central  hemp  core.  The  ro^ 
should  have  a  breaking  strain  of  60  to  70  kilos  per  square  millimeter  and 
should  be  supplied  in  rolls  of  500  meters.  Samples  and  prices  should  be 
forwarded  at  once.  It  is  stated  that  60,000  to  100,000  meters  of  the  rope 
must  be  delivered  within  one  month  after  the  order  has  been  given. 

"Wall  paper,  No.  18889. — The  representative  of  a  South  American  Republic  has 
informed  the  Bureau  tliat  a  business  man  In  his  country  desires  to  par- 
chase  wall  paper  ranging  in  price  from  5  cents  to  80  cents  per  roll  of 

8  yards.  He  will  pay  cash.  Samples  and  full  Information  should  be  sent 
at  once. 

Sponges,  No.  18800. — A  business  man  In  France  has  informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of  sponges. 

'Appliances  for  sugar  factories.  No.  18891. — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  business  man  in  Argentina  who  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and 
price  lists  of  articles  used  in  sugar  factories,  sucli  as  cloths  for  mechanical 
filters  and  fitter  presse-s,  packing,  manometers,  vacuometers,  lubricators, 
glass  disks  for  evoiwratiug  plants  and  vacuum  pans,  steel  tubes  of  all 
kinds,  screws  of  all  kinds,  paints,  clotlis  or  perforated  brass  or  copper  sheets 
for  ceutrifugiils,  olc. 

Vaettum  sweepers,  No.  18802. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  retorts 
the  desire  of  a  firm  in  his  district  to  receive  cotalogues  and  price  lists  of 

vacuum  sweepers. 

Chemicals.  No.  18803. — The  Burenu  lias  received  a  letter  from  a  man  in  Panama 
who  desires  to  learn  the  names  of  American  manufacturers  of  turmeric 
and  other  preparations  of  curcuma. 

Machinery,  No.  18804. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports  that 
a  man  in  his  district  dpsires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
or  exporters  al  machines  for  applying  the  filling  or  covering  to  cloth  for 
window  shades.  Prices,  etc.,  should  be  sent  at  once.  Reference  Is  ^Ten. 
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Chemicals,  No.  18805. — The  commercial  agent  In  charge  of  the  Bureau's  branch 
office  in  Chicago  reiwrta  the  desire  of  a  firm  In  India  to  receive  prices,  c.  1.  f. 
destination,  on  chloride  ot  magnesium,  chloride  of  zinc  (96"),  farrina 
flour,  and  Epsom  salt 

jUuminum  goods,  Na  18890.— -An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  reports 
that  a  commission  agent  in  that  country  desires  to  receive  catalogues, 
prices,  etc.,  of  American  aluminum  goods,  such  as  spoons  and  novelties. 
Reference  Is  given. 

Cf^uloid,  No.  18897. — The  Bureau  la  informed  by  nn  American  consular  officer 
In  England  that  a  Arm  desires  to  purchase  celluloid  In  sheets  for  use  in 
the  manufacture  of  Christmas  cards.  Tlie  firm  states  that  it  purchases  In 
large  quantities,  and  requests  prices,  terms,  and  deflnite  information 
with  regard  to  time  of  delivery.   Reference  is  given. 

Tf»  Jott  and  paper.  No.  1S89& — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports 
that  8  man  in  his  district  Jeslrea  to  represent  American  manufacturerB  ot 
tin  foil  and  paper. 

Cable,  No.  18899. — A  business  man  in  Norway  has  Informed  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  ho  desires  to  comrannlcate  wUh  American  manufacturers 
or  exixtrters  of  vulciinlzed  (strnuded)  cable.  The  quality  must  conform 
to  1911  Code  in  the  United  States.  Frinelpal  size  used  Is  li  mm.  (0.009 
Indi)  squares   Correspondence  nuiy  be  In  EngUsb.   BeCereuce  la  glvoi. 

WowuM'a  hosiery.  No.  1S900. — The  commerelnl  nttoche  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  In  Australia  reports  that  a  firm  of  manufacturers'  agents  In 
that  country  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  lace,  lisle,  and 
silk  hosiery.   Reference  Is  given. 

Printing  ink.  No.  18901. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Japan  reports  that  a 
firm  desires  to  purchase  American  printing  ink.  Tbe  firm  states  that  if 
favorable  connections  can  be  set^-ured  business  will  be  transacted  on  the 
basis  of  confirmed  letter  of  credit, 

7oirrI«,  No.  1S9(^ — A  business  man  In  Prance  has  informed  an  American  con- 
sular olliccr  that  he  ilesires  to  rei>reMent  American  manufacturers  of  towels. 

Uypcr-phonphttic  of  lUnc,  No.  1S9QQ. — ^Thc  Bureau  is  Informed  hy  nn  American 
cniisnlar  officer  in  the  Canary  Islnmis  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to 
purchase  large  quantities  of  hyper-phosphate  of  lime.  Prompt  delivery  is 
essential.  He  states  that  lie  will  pay  cash  asnlnst  bill  of  lading  at  destina- 
tion. Correspondence  shouUl  be  in  .Spani>!h.  Time  of  delivery  and  terms  on 
quantities  up  to  30  tons  should  be  clearly  stated. 

B[a»ting  ftitrs.  No.  18904, — A  firm  of  merchants  in  South  Africa  has  informed 
an  American  consular  ofUcer  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  manufnc- 
turers  or  espoTlers  of  blastins  fuses.  Prices  ntid  samples  ai-e  desired. 
The  spoelfifiitions  state*  that  tbe  fuses  must  pass  the  Covernment  regula- 
tions for  fcSiHUh  Africa,  tbe  burniu;;  time  l)oinK  0*}  to  110  sec<mcls  per  yard; 
that  they  must  I.;;  pjicked  In  tin-iiiii'<l  air-ti^bt  wooden  cases,  each  case  con- 
taining 20  packets  of  2o  ring.-;  24  feet  lon^. 

ileal  proiiHcln,  coufrrlioncry,  toilet  arfitlrs,  etc.,  No.  ISOO.'i. — X  nmn  in  the 
L'liitcil  States  has  transniltteil  to  tlse  IWu'eau  the  names  and  addresses  of 
bnsiness  linns  tn  the  West  Indies  whi<  h  desire  to  represent,  on  a  conimis- 
sion  ba-sis.  Anierioan  manufacturers  of  pack  ins-house  priHlucls,  cbocotute 
and  candy  products,  perfumery,  mid  toilet  articles. 

Toy*,  No.  lS;K)ft. — An  American  con.snlar  oflieer  In  Fimik-c  has  transmitted  tlie 
name  of  n  business  man  In  his  district  who  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  or  exporters  of  toys  of  all  kinds. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Bomeatio  Commerce. 

HewTork,  Boon  409  Vnlted  States  Oastomhoase;  Boston,  eighteenth  Hoor  Valted 
States  Castomhoaie;  Cblcago,  S04  Vederal  Balldinff;  St  Lonis,  408  Third  National 
Bank  Balldtng;  Attonta,  S81  Post  Office  Bnlldine;  Hew  Orleans.  1080  Hlbemla 
Bank  Sollding;  San  Francisco,  SOe  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska 
Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices;  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cineln- 
utl,  Chamber  of  Comneree;  £os  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
or  Comaeroe;  Vhiladelphla,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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CBISIS  IN  CHINA  LEAD  KAEEET. 

[Consul  (Scnernl  Goorge  E.  AiidersoD,  Hongkong,  Sept.  3,] 

A  serious  rrisis  has  developed  in  the  import  trade  in  lead  in 
Hongkonfi,  uifectinfj  directly  and  vitally  the  lead  trade  in  all  Chinaj 
and  a  number  of  indiii-tries  dependent  upon  supplies  of  the  metal 
for  existence  are  in  serious  straits.  Lead,  piff  and  bars,  was  im- 
])orted  into  China  last  year  to  the  nmovint  of  *,25C  short  tons,  valued 
iit  $577,597,  as  compared  with  7,502  short  tons,  valued  at  $5l)!i,176,  in 
1913,  while  sheet  and  "tea"  lead  was  imported  to  the  amount  of 
230  short  tons,  valued  at  $21,505,  compared  with  imports  of 
shoi-t  tons,  valued  at  $22,574,  in  1913.  Nine-tenths  of  all  these  im- 
ports come  from  Australia  direct  or  through  Hongkong,  the  latter 
port  directly  handling  about  two-thirds  of  the  whole.  Of  the  6,C00 
tons  or  so  imported  into  Hongkong  annually,  Canton  uses  from 
250  to  300  tons  a  month  in  its  various  paint  and  other  establishments, 
Hongkong  importers  listing  about  40  factories  in  Canton  using  the 
metal. 

The  Australian  Government  has  just  stopped  the  export  of  lead 
from  that  Commonwealth  as  a  war  measure,  and  for  tlie  time  being 
the  Hongkong  market  and  through  it  the  Chinese  markets  are  prac- 
tically without  supplies.  In  addition  to  the  Chinese  trade  ordinarily 
handled  through  Hongkong  large  quantities  are  imported  into  Hong- 
kong for  local  industries  and  for  export  to  other  far  eastern  coun- 
tries.  It  is  probable  that  the  annual  imports  into  Hongkong  have  \ 
a  customs  valuation  of  over  $500,000  gold  in  normal  years.   Small  j 
amounts  of  lead  are  imported  into  China  in  ordinary  years  from 
Japan,  Great  Britain,  and  Kussia,  but  the  supplies  from  Europe  for 
the  time  being  have  been  shut  off  and  at  present  there  is  no  supply  ' 
of  a  material  sort  ooming  from  other  sources. 

The  effect  of  the  shortage  of  the  metal  is  felt  particularly  in  the 
tea  trade,  the  larger  portion  of  the  supplies  being  used  for  manufac- 
turing the  lead  sheets  with  which  tea  diests  are  lined  to  protect  the  < 
tea  from  dampness.  Various  other  industries,  like  the  pewter  indus- 
try at  Swatow,  are  likely  to  suffer  seriously.  Arrivals  of  lead  the 
present  year  have  amounted  to  only  about  3,000  tons.  The  price 
quoted  at  present  is  i;23.  or  about  $112  gold  per  ton,  as  compared 
with  about  £14,  or  $08  gold  per  ton  a  year  ago.  There  are  about 
1,000  tons  of  the  metal  now  in  stock  in  Hongkong — about  half  the 
usual  stock.  . 


Correction  in  Steamboat-Inspection  Bales. 

Notices  have  been  sent  out  to  the  United  States  supervising  and 
local  inspectors  in  the  first,  second,  third,  fifth,  and  tenth  districts 
of  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  calling  attention  to  a  correc- 
tion that  should  be  made  in  the  edition  of  August  11,  1915,  of  the 
General  Rules  and  liegulations,  by  the  substitution  of  the  word 
''with"  for  "of,"  on  page  122,  in  the  third  line  of  the  fourth  para- 
graph of  section  8  of  Kule  IX,  making  the  sentence  read: 

TIio  niliiig  pijies  on  laiilis  sbal]  run  thfoiigh  the  top  of  tank  and  be  cnrried 
to  the  hottoui  wHh  a  U  bend  oxteiuliuR  iiiiwnrd  at  least  12  Inches  above  the  bot- 
tou)  to  prevent  lUlinK  pipe  from  cloggiug,  to  expel  gases  iu  the  tank  ttarougD 
the  vent  ptiies  wbeu  tasks  are  betug  filled. 

WAsni:(GT0x  :  corsBNUEXT  pbixtixo  ijiti«: 
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ADSmOKS  TO  BRITISH  EUBABGO  LIST. 

(Telegram  from  American  Consnl  General,  London,  October,  1015.] 

The  exportation  of  all  manufactures  and  products  of  cotton,  except 
cotton  lace  and  cotton  waste,  is  now  prohibited  to  all  countries  in 
Europe  and  on  the  Mediterranean  and  Black  Seas  other  than  France, 
Bussia,  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal.  The  same  prohibition  applies 
to  arsenical  ore,  black  plates,  and  black  sheets  under  one-eighth  inch 
in  thickness,  ramie,  furs,  dressed  or  undressed,  and  manufactures 
thereof.  The  former  item,  "grindstones,  carborundum,  and  emery 
wheels,"  subject  to  the  same  prohibition,  is  amended  to  read  "grind- 
stones and  emery  corundum,  natural  or  artificial,  such  as  alundum, 
carborundum,  and  crystolon,  and  manufactures  thereof,  including 
wheels,  disks,  paper,  cloth,  stones,  and  powder. 

Coke  from  gas  works  and  coal  of  all  kinds,  not  including  coal 
allowed  by  the  customs  authorities  to  be  shipped  as  bunker  coal,  nre 
now  under  embargo  except  when  shipped  to  British  possessions  and 
protectorates.  Copper  wire,  insulated  electric  light  wires  and  cables, 
and  power  cables  are  under  similar  embargo,  the  last  three  being  new 
items.  Chronometers  and  nautical  instruments  of  all  kinds,  com- 
passes for  ships  and  parts  thereof  (including  fittings  such  as  bin- 
nacles), animal  hair  or  all  kinds,  and  tops,  noils,  and  yams  of  animal 
hair,  formerly  prohibited  to  European  countries  except  the  allied 
countries,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  are  now  prohibited  to  all  foreign 
destinations  other  than  British  possessions. 

The  exportation  of  acetic  ether,  ether,  phosgene  (carbonyl 
chloride),  and  platinum  to  all  destinations  is  now  prohibited. 


SWISS  EHBASGO  OH  COTTON 

[Telegnm  from  American  Minister,  B(>me,  Oct.  20,  191S.] 

The  exportation  from  Switzerland  of  cotton,  cotton  yarn,  and 
mixed  yams  has  been  prohibited  by  an  order  put  into  effect  Octo- 
ber 19. 
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BESOBTS. 


While  the  war  ha3  detrim^tallT  affected  some  producing  and 
trading  industries  of  tiie  Ketherlands  (though  materially,  if  not  en- 
tirely, oiTsettin^  this  by  stimulating  certain  other  industries),  it  has 
had  the  beneficial  effect  of  keeping  in  this  country  a  large  smm  of 
money  which  in  peace  times  has  been  distributed  in  other  countries. 

Every  Hollander  takes  a  summer  vacation  of  two  weeks  or  more. 
Everyone  who  can  afford  it  (and  that  includes  thousands  of  people) 
usually  spends  his  vacation  in  a  foreign  land.  This  year  so  few  did 
so  that  their  number  was  negligible.  Yet  the^  all  had  their  cus- 
tomary vacation,  but  it  was  spent  at  Dutch  seaside  and  rural  resorts. 
Some  of  these  were  thronged  dtiring  the  past  summer  as  they  were 
never  before.  Though  foreigners  were  relativdy  few  on  account  of 
the  war,  their  absence  was  supplied  by  Dutch  people. 

However,  while  the  hotels  at  these  resorts  reaped  an  abundant 
harvest,  the  hotels  in  the  cities  keenly  felt  the  lack  of  foreign  tourists 
during  the  past  summer.  Large  hotels  in  which  in  peace  times  ac- 
commodation could  be  had  in  summer  only  by  advance  application, 
and  which  then  refused  to  make  pension  rates,  were  this  year  so  lack- 
ing in  guests  that  they  were  inclined  to  accept  upon  almc^  any  terms 
such  as  did  come.  Dividends  will  be  rare  on  the  business  of  such 
hotels  this  year.  But  happily  for  their  stockholders  the  capital  in- 
vestments are  relatively  .smnlf,  nnd  a  very  large  profit  balance  is  not 
necessary  to  yield  a  fair  dividend.  I  am  told  that  the  greatest  capital 
stock  of  any  hotel  in  Amsterdam  is  700,000  fiorins  ($281,400). 


The  auxiliary  fishing  schooner  Stranger,  in  the  service  of  the 
Bureau  of  Fisheries,  landed  its  first  fare  of  about  8,000  pounds  of 
tilefish  at  Fulton  Market,  New  York  City,  on  October  21.  This 
large,  attractive  appearing  and  excellent  food  fish,  which  soon  after 
its  discovery  in  1877,  was  supposed  to  have  been  exterminated  hy  a 
submarine  cataclysm,  is  now  abimdant  near  the  100-fathom  Ime, 
within  easy  sailing  distance  of  New  York  and  Boston.  To  introduce 
a  new  sea  food  into  the  market  and  to  ^ive  employment  to  a  small 
fleet  of  fishing  vessels  ordinarily  idle  during  the  fall  and  winter,  the 
bureau  is  conducting  a  campaign  to  acquaint  both  the  consumer  and 
the  fisherman  with  the  merits  of  the  tilefish,  and  to  this  end  it  has 
prepared  a  circular  giving  a  popular  account  of  the  fish  and  recipes 
for  cooking  it,  and  a  large  display  card  recommending  it  as  a  food. 
The  circuhir  or  cookbook  will  be  furnished  on  application,  and  the 
placard,  which  is  illustrated  with  a  cut  of  the  fish,  will  be  supplied 
to  dealei-s  willing  to  place  the  tilefish  on  sale.  Address  Bureau  of 
Fisheries,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Developments  in  the  marble  and  stone-working  industry  of  Barre, 
Vt.,  in  the  past  five  years  are  indicated  in  a  statement  on  manufac- 
tures in  that  city,  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  The  value  of 
the  products  of  this  industry  forms  practically  nine-tenths  of  the 
total  for  the  city.  While  the  number  of  tliese  establishments  de- 
creased from  114  in  1909  to  88  in  1914  there  was  an  increase  of  11,4 
per  cent  in  value  of  products  and  of  4.7  per  cent  in  capital  invested. 


BEaiNNIKO  A  NEW  FISHEBY. 
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BE&SFOBD  SHIFUEirrS  TO  THE  XnnTEI)  STATES. 


[Consul  AngustUB  E.  Ingram,  Brn<tfonl,  Bogland,  Oct.  4.] 


The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Bradford 
consular  district  during  September,  1915,  amounted  to  $1,231,057, 
as  compared  with  $2,744,071  in  September,  1914.  This  decline  is 
largely  due  to  smaller  shipments  of  raw  wool,  which  only  amounted 
last  month  to  $198,706,  as  against  $761,141  in  the  corresponding 
month  of  1914.  No  wool  tops  were  shipped,  while  in  September, 
1914,  the  exports  amounted  to  $266,215;  and  the  shipments  of  wool 
yams  were  practically  negligible,  as  against  $131,299  in  September, 
1914,  There  was  also  a  large  falling  on  in  the  shipments  of  woolens 
and  worsteds  and  in  wool  dress  ^oods  and  linings.  Cotton  cloths, 
however,  which  are  principally  linings,  showed  an  increase,  the  total 
for  such  shipments  being  $^5,974  as  compared  with  $161,379  in 
September,  1914.  Spun-sHk  yams  also  showed  an  increase,  such  ship- 
ments amounting  to  $89,892. 

The  total  shipments  during  the  nine  months  of  the  present  year 
amount  to  $12,012,140,  as  compared  with  $26,085,361  in  the  cor- 


In  regard  to  the  Government  restrictions  on  exports,  it  is  evident 
that,  despite  the  announcement  that  licenses  would  be  granted  for  a 
limited  amount  (125,000  bal^)  of  crossbred  and  similar  wools,  such 
licenses  for  shipments  to  the  United  States  are  not  being  granted 
very  freely,  but  it  is  understood  that  some  firms  have  received  licenses 
and  it  is  hoped  that  others  will  soon  be  received.  The  export  of 
crossbred  wool  tops  is  now  being  agitated,  but  even  if  the  matter  is 
favorably  entertained  by  the  Government  it  is  believed  locally  that 
the  export  will  be  limited  to  shipments  to  allied  countries,  wmch  in. 
this  connection  would  mean  France  and  Italy. 

In  compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  Admiralty  an  embargo  has 
been  placed  on  cotton  cloth  suitable  for  aircraft,  so  as  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  such  cloth  reaching  enemy  countries 
through  neutral  States,  While  this  is  a  matter  which  primarily 
affects  the  Manchester  or  Lancashire  trade,  it  is  also  of  considerable 
interest  to  Bradford  merchants  and  exporters,  who  handle  large 
qaantities  of  cotton  cloths,  receiving  the  goods  in  the  gray  from 
Lanca^ire  and  having  them  dyed  and  finished  in  Bradford.  Such 
cloths  consist  not  only  of  umbrella  cloths,  linings,  etc.,  but  also  of 
dress  goods. 

Cotton  linings  and  dress  goods  are  normally  shipped  in  large  quan- 
tities to  the  United  States  from  this  consular  district.  The  test  by 
which  it  is  intended  to  discriminate  between  cloths  which  are  unsuit- 
able for  air  craft  and  those  which  might  be  so  applied  is  one  of 
count,  weight,  and  ratio  of  strength  to  weight.  Complete  details  of 
the  required  test  are  expected  to  be  made  public  very  shortly.  For 
cloths  which  are  unsuitable  for  air  craft  a  Chamber  of  Commerce 
certificate  will  be  required,  while  for  cloths  which  might  be  useful 
for  air  craft  a  license  from  the  War  Trade  Department  in  Xiondon 
will  be  required. 


Platinum  prices  were  uniformly  $43.50  per  oimce  during  the  first 
seven  months  of  1914,  went  up  to  $50  in  September,  receded  to 
$12  in  December,  1914,  and  are  now  (October,  1915)  $51  to  $55. 
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DEVICE  TOR  00TT0S8BEIM»II  OOLOB  TESia 

Incidental  to  the  cottonseed-oil  color  tests  that  have  been  made  by 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards^  there  is  special  interest  in 
the  design  and  construction  of  a  labor-saving  device  for  computing. 
By  its  use  the  computer  can  now  do  in  a  short  time  with  ease  what 
was  formerly  a  long  and  onerous  task.  The  glass  blower  and  optician 
have  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  bureau  special  glass  cells  designed 
to  contain  oil  for  fading  t^s  which  involve  optical  measurement  of 
color. 


LAKOE  INCREASE  IN  EXPORTS  OF  AMERICAN  ArTOHOBIL^. 

American  automobile  manufacturers  doubled  their  sales  abroad 
last  year,  their  exports  of  automobiles  and  parts  thereof  in  the  yeax 

ending  June  30,  1915,  having  aggregated  over  $74,000,000,  against 
$38,000,000  in  1914,  $2,000,000  in  1904,  and  $1,000,000  in  1902,  the 
first  year  of  record.  The  gains  were  most  pronoimced  in  the  second 
half  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  if  the  record  made  bv  July  is  maintained 
until  the  end  of  December,  which  seems  probable  from  present  in- 
dications, the  total  exports  of  automobiles  in  the  calendar  year  1915 
will  be  well  above  $120,000,000. 

All  parts  of  the  world  are  buying  American  motor  trucl^  and 
passenger  automobiles,  about  80  different  countries  being  represented 
in  the  year's  sales.  Our  motor  trucks  are  being  sold  most  largely  in 
England,  France,  and  Russia.  In  Greece,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and 
Serbia  sales  have  also  reached  unparalleled  proportions.  Increased 
sales  are  likewise  being  made  in  many  countries  far  removed  from 
the  war  zone,  including  Canada,  Cuba,  Central  America,  Java,  Aus- 
tralia, British  South  Africa,  and  in  our  own  territories  of  Hawaii, 
Porto  Bico,  and  Alaska. 

The  yeai'^s  exports  of  passenger  automobiles  were  slightly  less  than 
those  of  1914.  Large  gams  in  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Asiatic 
Sussia,  Cuba,  Central  America,  the  British  West  Indies,  Briti^ 
Guiana,  Venezuela,  and  British  East  Africa  were  more  than  offset  by 
numerous  decreases  occurring  elsewhere,  notably  France,  Germany, 
and  various  countries  in  Europe,  South  America,  and  Asia. 

The  constituent  factors  in  the  automobile  export  trade  for  the  last 
two  fiscal  years  are  asJoUows: 


Kinds. 

UU 

1915 

ii,isi,r.n 

21,302,9(13 
3, 505,267 
!,391,W3 
6,624,233 

2),tl3.K3 
4,fi63.2n 
1,«»,3S4 
7,853,  in 

3f!,O9.^06« 

74, 476,433 
9t,3Sl 
1,514,585 

775,  sn 

Coantries  Buying  Hotor  Vehicles. 


A  complete  record  of  the  tTnited  States  export  trade  in  automo- 
biles is  contained  in  the  table  which  follows.  It  shows  the  number  of 
automobiles  of  each  class  exported  to  the  different  countries  in  the 
fiscal  years  1914  and  1915  and  the  vidue  of  the  exports  in  the  latter 
year: 
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Exported  to— 


784  L1,998  S39, 141.000 


EnglBud  

Pr&nce   

Russia  (Europoaa)  

arecce  

Belgliini  

DtDmark  

hay  

Norway  

Sireden  

AiL'ttria-HuiisaT;  

Gcnnmy  

FlaUnd  

Scotland  

Ireland  

Netherlands  

PonoKsl  

8«rvia  and  Montenegro. . . . 

Bpata  

StrtUerland  

Turkey,  European  

Gibraltar  

Aeoth  and  Madeira  

Bulgaria  

Iceland    

Canada   

Britisb  Hondura<!  

Central  America  Republics 

Mexico  ,  

Ncrwfoi]Ddla.nd...  

West  Indies- 
Cuba   

Danisli   

British   

Fieacb   

Dntcb  

Haiti  

Dominican  RepubUo.. 

Areenllna  

Bolivia  

Braiil   

.'bile  

Colombia  

Ecuador  

BrlUsb  Qoiaiia  

Datch  Guiana  

Paraenay  

Vera  

Uruguay  

Venezuela  

Aden  

China  

French  China  

Chosen  (Korea)  

India  

Kn.tsla,  Asiatic  

Straits  Settlemonts  

Other  British  East  Indies. 

Dutch  East  Indies  

HoDgkong  

Japan   

Siam  

Turkey.  Asiatic  

Aostraliaand  Tasnumla... 

New  Zealand  

Philippine  Isbuds  

nench  Oceania  

Britisb  Oceania  

BrttUi  Sootb  Africa  

BrUiata  ^at^Airica  

Britisb  West  Alrioa  


Comnnrcial  aato- 
Dobllas. 


Number.  Value. 


19U  1915 


1913 


5,303 
4,900 
2, 251 
142 
100 
44 
1 
3 
10 


247 


toroooo  

Other  Africa  

Omnan  OocaniB , 


13 


308 


14,042,000 
13, 51 4.  OX) 
7,  €67, 000 
427,000 
3  5,000 
25,00!) 
8,000 
5,000 
lg,O-0 


3,000 


11,000 
7,000 
19,000 
10,000 
6,000 
2,000 


8,000 


705,000 


29,003 
14,003 
1,000 

35,000 


7,000 
4,000 
1,000 


3,000 
3,000 


3,000 

i.'rao 
'i,'6o6 


3,000 


7.000 


Fassenjer  ntomobllea. 


Kiunbw. 


1914 


2S,30e 


6,992 
1,427 

926 
25 

244 

rc3 

343 

145 
324 
314 
1,411 
lOG 
25 
2 
141 
59 
•  4 
83 
79 
35 
G4 
20 
43 
S 

4,377 
4 

118 
155 
S 

597 
3 
140 
65 
13 
2 
11 
940 

207 
195 
79 
21 
16 
7 


2,000 


9,000 
1,903,000 


3,000 
10,000 
1,000 
3,000 


2B,O0O 
64,003 
32,000 
62,000 


40,000 


as 

183 
126 
28 
141 


3 
437 
12 
262 
82 
290 
11 
96 
37 
7 

3,099 
1,065 
614 
46 
9 

1,618 
49 
32 
23 
63 
77 


1S15 


Value. 


1915 


23,880  |S»,  114,000 


Auto  parts. 


Value. 


1914 


t6, 634, 003 


,321 
451 
907 
36 
13 
219 
114 
125 
137 
4 
IC 
17 
143 
1.'.9 
96 
14 
2 
71 
2 


3 

4,127 
1 

176 
70 
17 

1,350 
3 
196 
54 
24 


28 
626 
10 
81 
86 
39 
20 
45 
9 
E 
24 
45 
227 
9 
103 


2 
SIS 
551 
77 
25 

m 

2 
28 
13 

1 

2,150 
935i 
407 
8 
3 
695 
120 
42 
1 

25 
40 
1 


0,M9,000 
253.000 
1,528,000 
28,000 
15,000 
I'iC.OOO 
70,000 
89,000 
100,000 
3,000 
17,000 
9,003 
83,000 
157.000 
133,000 
18,000 
3,000 
CO, 000 
1,000 


6,000 
10,000 


2.000 
3,723,000 
1,000 
131,000 
67,000 
12,000 

746,003 
1,000 

129,000 
35,000 
17,003 


15,000 
294,000 
5,000 
fi3,000 
51,000 
35,000 
11,000 
34,000 
4,000 
3,000 
21,000 
26.000 
143,000 
7.000 
104,000 


2,000 
275,000 
1,478,000 
70.000 
20.000 
87,000 
1,000 
28,000 
10,000 
1,000 
1,768,000 
784,000 
42.^,000 
7,000 
2,000 
731,000 
75,000 
21,000 
1,000 
ll.ROO 
24,000 
0,000 


1,282,000 
179,000 
14,000 


21,000 

9,ono 

51,000 
2,000 
0,009 
5,000 
213,000 
3,000 

£3,000 


8,000 
2,000 


6,000 
1,000 


3,604,000 


8,000 
2,000 


48,000 


44,000 
8,000 


93.000 
1,000 
85,000 
22,000 
20,000 
6,000 
5,000 
1,000 


6,000 
21,000 
36,000 
2,000 
6,000 


3,000 
48,000 


25,000 
4,000 

15,000 
1,000 

36,000 
5,000 


202,000 
64,000 
70,000 
8,000 
1,000 
157,000 
3,000 
6,000 


6,000 


PactoKieokMi 


pmnto  to  AmerleMi  tecritocto  tnotaded:  HawaiL  M4  antomobfiH  valiwi  at  107:^000; 
iiMdiiMSS^  Alaska,  09  Talmd  at  mow  fndHalTMrUU. 
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C0TT0VSEE1M>IL  XULB  HAXXS^  PEAHITT  OIL. 

Production  of  oil  from  the  peanut  is  being  tried  by  some  cotton- 
seed-oil mills  in  the  United  States.  The  8h<H*t  cotton  crop  this  season 
and  soaring  prices  for  cotton  seed  have  offered  the  prospect  of  a  cur- 
tailment or  the  season  unless  some  change  were  made.  Several  oil 
mills  in  North  Carolina  are  reported  to  have  been  successful  in  the 
experiment  of  substituting  peanuts  for  the  customary  raw  material. 

Figures  are  given  to  show  that  the  peanut  yields  between  50  and  60 
gallons  of  oil  to  the  ton,  comparing  favorably  with  the  yield  from 
cotton  seed.  The  strength  in  ammonia  of  the  cake  is  also  an  impor- 
tant element  favoring  the  peanut. 

A  Tarfooro  mill  was  the  first  to  install  the  necessary  machinery  for 
this  change  in  the  raw  material  used,  and  after  the  experiment  had 
extended  over  several  weeks  the  company  purchased  more  than  200 
tons  of  last  season^s  crop  of  peanuts  and  entered  upon  the  extracting 
of  the  oU  and  grinding  of  the  cake  with  full  confidence  in  the  results. 

This  season's  quotations  on  c<^ton  seed  have  been  in  marked  con- 
trast to  those  prevailing  last  year,  when  the  farmers  of  the  South 
sold  the  seed  for  much  lower  prices  than  they  had  received  for  sev- 
eral years — as  low  as  $12  a  ton  in  some  instance  A  recent  report 
was  received  from  Montgomery,  Ala.,  that  cotton  seed,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  that  State,  had  sold  for  $50  a  ton.  Prices  of 
from  $36  to  $40  a  ton  at  Dallas  have  been  quoted  as  the  highest  oa 
record  in  that  section. 

Possibilities  in  the  utilization  of  peanuts  may  be  estimated  from 
the  imports,  which  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  were:  Not 
shelled,  14,540,982  pounds,  valued  at  $490,779;  shelled,  9,643,691,  val- 
ued at  $383,980. 


SWISS  COMUEBCI&L  OBGAHIZAnOHS. 

In  order  that  American  business  men  may  be  able  to  procure  con- 
densed, authoritative  information  with  respect  to  the  way  in  which 
the  European  nations  carry  on  trade  campaigns  and  organize  their 
commercial  activities  at  home,  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  has  been  issuing  pamphlet  presentations  of  the  subject 
covering  several  of  the  leading  European  countries.  Monographs 
on  Germany,  France,  and  the  United  Kingdom  have  already  ap- 
peared, and  one  on  Switzerland  is  the  latest  to  come  from  the  press. 

This  booklet,  entitled  "  Commercial  Organizations  in  Switzerland," 
reviews  the  history  of  chambers  of  commerce  and  trade,  explains 
the  independent  and  official  types  of  organizations  and  their  func- 
tions, and  gives  particular  attention  to  the  Swiss  Commercial  and 
Indnstrial  Association,  which  comprises  in  its  membership  all  Swiss 
commercial  organizations  of  consequence.  There  is  a  discus^on  of 
the  Swiss  Federal  Department  of  Commerce  and  an  outline  of  its 
evolution,  as  well  as  general  information  concerning  such  matters 
as  the  localization  of  industries,  principal  products,  and  commercial 
publications. 

It  is  No.  101  in  the  Special  Agents  Series,  and  6  cents  will  bring 
it  from  the  Superintendent  of  Dociunents,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Transvaal  coal  v  being  tested  by  Egyptian  railways. 
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SWEBISH-AHEEICAH  USE  BUTS  FIBST  SHIP. 

[CoDBOl  Emil  Satier,  Goteborg,  Sweden.  Oct.  2.] 

The  Swedish -American  Line  (Rederiaktiebolaget  Sverige-Nord- 
amerika)  has  purchased  the  first  vessel  for  its  direct  mail,  paE^senger, 
and  freight  service  [mention  of  which  was  made  in  Dailv  Consular 
and  Trade  Repoits  for  Nov.  8, 1013,  and  Dec.  11  and  28, 1914].  The 
vessel  is  the  steel  twin-screw  Potsdam,  formerly  belonging  to  the 
Holland-America  Line,  having  a  length  of  550  feet,  a  draft  of  34 
feet,  and  a  speed  of  15^  knots;  the  gross  tonnage  is  12,606  and  the 
displacement  22,070  tons.  It  can  carry  275  first-cabin,  225  second- 
cabin,  and  2,000  steerage  passengers.  The  Potsdam  will  arrive  at 
Goteborg  in  November  and  will  immediately  be  put  in  conuuission 
on  the  run  to  New  York. 

The  present  depth  of  water  (28  feet)  at  the  Goteborg  quays  is  not 
sufficient  to  permit  of  tlie  Potsdam  coming  alongside.  Two  years 
ago  the  Government  approved  plans  for  dredging  the  entrance  chan- 
nel and  berths  to  33  feet,  and  it  is  likely  that  this  work  will  be  begun 
in  the  near  future.  Even  with  this  improvement,  however,  the  Pots- 
dam could  take  on  only  a  portion  of  its  cargo  at  the  quay  and  would 
be  compelled  to  go  out  and  anchor  at  Rifo  Fjord  to  complete  load- 
ing, with  regard  to  depth  of  water  Goteborg  is  no  worse  off  than 
many  other  large  harbors.  There  are  man^  foreign  ports  which 
Atlantic  liners  can  not  enter,  the  vessels  being  obliged  to  anchor 
outside.  The  inconveniences  resulting  from  this  course  can  partly 
be  overcome  by  the  consti-uction  of  landing  piers,  etc.,  and  according 
to  the  local  press  similar  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  here. 


SFAIH'S  WINE  AHB  OEAFE  PRODUCTION. 

[Connil  Robertson  Iloaey,  Madrid,  Sept  27.] 

The  Directorate  General  of  Agriculture  publishes  to-day  advance 
statistics  of  Spain's  wine  and  grape  production  for  1915.  It  is 
thought  that  the  final  figures  will  be  practically  the  same.  The 
grape  crop  is  placed  at  895,036  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.6 
pounds),  of  which  829,319  tons  were  devoted  to  wine  making,  pro- 
ducing 267,142,400  gallons  of  must  . 

The  above  figures  are  much  below  the  corresponding  totals  for 
1914,  as  the  following  summary  discloses : 


1914 

ins 

Deraean. 

i,400,o.';o 

427,109,^9 

)!9.'i,030 
267,143,400 

COS,  014 
465,143 
150,006,875 

There  were  3,169,114  acres  under  grape  cultivation  in  Spain  this 
season,  as  against  3,066,830  acres  in  1914. 


Chilean  Nitrate  Frodaction. 

Official  figures  of  the  production  of  Chilean  nitrate  during  the 
first  two  months  (July  and  August)  of  the  current  nitrate  year  place 
the  total  at  6,365,022  quintals  of  101.4  pounds;  during  the  like  period 
of  1914-16  the  output  was  10,552,764  quintals.  For  August  alone 
production  totaled  3,443,409  quintals,  compared  with  4,839,657  a  year 
ago. 
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NEW  XIBSBS  »»l  PjUXS  MAXXVa. 

[Co&Bol  Oeneral  W.  Henry  BobcrtMo,  Bomws  Alrc%  Argcatliii.  Aug.  28.] 

The  success  that  attended  the  experiments  undertaken  some  time 
ago  by  the  Argentine  Bureau  «f  Forestry  to  produce  a  conunercial 
pulp  from  the  pines  {Araucaria  imbracata)  of  Neuquen  teiTitory 
directed  attention  to  other  pine-bearing  areas  of  the  Republic,  and 
announcement  has  just  been  made  of  the  successful  ctmclusion  of 
similar  experiments  with  cellulose  from  Misiones. 

The  Misiones  pines,  although  possessing  characteristics  different 
from  those  of  the  trees  of  Neuquen,  show  practically  identical  results. 
Hie  fiber  of  the  former  is  longer,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  tiiat  of  the 
JTeuquen  pine  is  more  resistant,  and  in  both  cases  one-half  ton  of 
pulp  can  be  obtained  from  a  ton  of  the  wood.  Another  basic  differ- 
ence oflFered  by  the  pine  of  Misiones  is  that  it  has  its  resin  between 
the  wood  and  the  bark,  thus  obviating  the  necessity  of  extracting  that 
product. 

The  experiments  with  Misiones  trees  were  not  made  with  white 
pine,  but  with  a  sfKcimen  whose  wood  had  a  reddish  color,  due  to  soil 
influences.  In  spite  of  this,  the  fiber  when  treated  with  bisulphite 
gave  a  pulp  surpassing  in  whiteness  that  of  the  paper  materials  whidi 
are  impcated  from  Europe. 
WIU  frove  a  Hew  Souiee  of  Wealth. 

In  commenting  on  the  outcome  of  the  Bureau  of  Forestry's  work 
the  local  newspapers  said : 

It  Is  needless  to  dwell  npon  the  Importnnce  of  these  esperhnents  and  tlie 
opportunity  they  offer  for  tlie  promotion  of  an  liidtistry  which,  in  a  more  or  less 
short  period,  is  capable  of  becoming  a  constant  source  of  riches.  If,  as  the 
results  of  the  experiments  made  up  to  now  allow  it  to  be  hopotl,  the  pulp 
obtained  from  the  pine  trees  of  Neuquen  and  Misiones  Is  a  good  article  com- 
mercially, the  enormous  supplies  of  these  forests  will  permit  the  satisfying  of 
the  national  needs  and  the  exportation  of  the  remainder.  Moreover,  the  stands 
of  pine  In  Misiones  are  largely  on  public  lands,  so  that  the  Government  would 
be  the  first  beneficiary  from  their  industrial  utilization. 

Prior  to  the  war  in  Europe — that  is  to  say.  In  the  year  1913 — there  were  Im- 
ported into  ArReuttna  more  than  70.500,000  pounds  of  wood  pulp,  8,289,400 
pounds  of  which  came  from  Germany,  19,200,500  pounds  from  Norway, 
3S,StH.400  pounds  from  Sweden,  1,904,300  ixtunds  from  the  United  States! 
910,000  pounds  from  Denmark,  846,5(X)  pounds  from  Holland,  343,900  pounds 
from  Switzerland,  and  204,1500  pounds  from  Austria. 

[The  Indian  (GoTemtneut)  Trade  Joaroal,  Aug.  13.] 

Indian  Weed  Tieldi  a  Good  nher. 

Whether  Iledi/chium  coronarium  will  ever  be  used  to  any  large  ex- 
tent in  other  countries  is  problematical,  but  it  seems  worth  while  for 
Indian  paper  makers  to  g;ive  it  their  attention.  This  plant  of  the 
ginger  family  is  distributed  from  the  Himalayas  to  Ceylon  and 
Malakka,  ascendinj:;  to  4,000  feet  in  the  Khasia  Hills  and  6,000  feet 
in  Ceylon.  It  is  aI.so  native  in  Central  America,  the  West  Indies, 
New  Zealand,  Mauritius,  and  West  Africa  (Corsico  Bay).  Many 
years  ago  it  was  introduced  into  Brazil,  where  it  has  been  wild  in 
many  pf  the  States.  In  InJia  the  plant  appears  to  thrive  in 
swampy  tracts,  but  here  also  it  runs  wild. 

As  a  paper-making  material  it  seems  to  have  first  been  put  forward 
by  Brazil,  but  those  who  have  experimented  yiith  it  are  di^osed  to 
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think  that  Bedyehiam  earcnorium  will  yield  good  paper-nmlcing 
aaalities  from  whatever  part  of  the  world  it  is  gathered,  and  that  any 
differences  in  the  pulp  from  Calcutta  as  compared  with  that  from 
Brazil  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  method  of  preparing  the  raw  fiber 
prior  to  shipment  rather  than  to  any  variation  in  the  growth  of  the 
plant  itself.  The  pulp  it  yields  is  easy  to  manipulate  and  is  capable 
of  producing  a  paper  of  exceptional  strength. 

A  Talwble  Swamp  Crop. 

In  India  hedychinm  is  a  common  wild  plant  in  swamps  and  wet 

E laces,  and  on  the  ed;^  of  paddy  fields.  It  is  easily  propagated, 
a  one  of  the  plantation  districts  in  the  south  the  estates  are  very 
much  broken  up  with  valleys  and  nullahs,  the  latter  carrying  off 
monsoon  water,  and  consequently  there  are  many  swamps  which  can 
not  be  put  under  either  tea  or  coffee.  These  are  a  source  of  trouble 
to  the  planter,  since  they  grow  weeds  that  seed  into  cultivated  areas, 
and  are  apt  also  to  be  rei^erres  of  scales,  grasshoppers,  and  various 
harmful  insects,  which  escape  to  the  coffee  and  tea. 

It  was  suggested  some  years  ago  that  such  swamps  might  be 
planted  with  a  plant  that  could  be  kept  under  control  and  cut  and 
used  as  a  mulch.  The  suggestion  was  adopted.  In  at  least  one  in- 
stance h€»dychium  was  the  plant  selected  as  a  useful,  clean  weed.  It 
was  a  great  success.  It  grew  quickly,  exterminating  all  other  weeds 
and  shrubs;  and  each  year  it  is  cut  at  regular  intervals  and  used  as  a 
mulch  for  the  grower^s  staple  products.  The  same  plan  is  now  being 
carried  out  on  other  areas,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  supplies  of 
the  plant  could  be  increased  very  lai^ly. 

It  has  been  grown  also  in  British  Guiana,  and  a  recent  report  states 
that  the  first  planting  produced  28  tons  of  stalk  and  leaves  per  acre 
as  a  five  montns'  crop  on  dry  land.  On  irrigated  land  the  first  trial 
failed. 

[Coiual  Talbot  J.  Albert.  Enmawlck,  Germanr,  Sept.  20.] 

(hifloeMfnl  German  Ezperimenti  wltb  Hop  Ytntt. 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  the  results  of  experiments  under- 
taken by  the  Institute  of  Chemical  Technology  at  Brunswick  looking 
toward  the  discovery  of  new  and  cheaper  methods  of  manufacturing 
paper  from  vegetable  fibers.  Willow-tree  bark  and  broom  fiber  did 
not  give  satisfactory  results.  Experiments  were  then  made  with 
the  fiber  of  hop  vines,  of  which  there  is  a  plentiful  supply  in  Ger- 
many. 

■  It  was  found  that  when  the  fibers  are  treated  with  lye  their  separa- 
tion is  difficult.  They  are  more  easily  separated  by  soaking  in  a 
0.5  per  cent  solution  of  an  inorganic  acid.  The  same  result  can  he 
obtained  by  a  steam  pressure  of  half  an  atmosphere.  Separation  of 
the  fiber  is  easier  when  working  with  old  hop  vines  that  have  stoi-ed 
for  a  long  time  in  the  open  air.  It  follows  that  storage  in  the  open 
ur  or,  better  still,  artificial  storage  in  a  warm,  moist  storehouse,  is 
the  best  method  of  furthering  separation.  In  this  way  a  retuni  of 
20  per  cent  of  good  fibers  was  obtained. 

The  remaining  wood,  when  treated  with  soda  lye  under  a  pressure 
of  3  atmospheres,  produced  an  excellent  paper  pulp,  and  the  roots 
of  the  vines  yield  an  especially  long  fiber. 
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SWANSEA  HAKKET  FOB  lEATHEIt  BAGS  AND  CASES. 

[Consul  W.  L.  JpnktQs,  detailed  M  Tlcc  consul  Bt  Swanaea.  Wales,  Sept  20.] 

The  value  of  "leather  manufactures,  unenumerated  (other  tlian 
bouts,  shoes,  belting,  and  gloves)"  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
in  1914,  was  $2,838,069,  as  compared  with  $4,824,852  in  1913,  and 
$4^08.130  in  1912.  Germany  supplied  the  largest  part  of  these  im- 
ports,'its  share  amounting  to  $2,251,062  in  1914,  $4,290,131  in  1913, 
and  $3,789,173  in  1912.  The  respective  values  from  the  United 
States  were  $358,860,  $158,312,  and  $133,342.  The  United  States  was 
the  only  country  the  imports  from  which  during  1914  showed  a  con- 
siderable increase  over  those  for  the  two  precedmg  ^ears. 

Official  statistics  for  the  Swansea  consular  distnbt  alone  are  not 
available,  but  the  demand  for  leather  handbags  and  suit  cases  is  con- 
sidered to  be  a  steady  one.  There  is  one  firm  handling  sample  cases 
and  extension-tray  bags,  but  in  the  absence  of  large  wholesale  houses 
there  is  only  a  small  and  occasional  trade  in  these  articles.  The  man- 
ager of  this  firm  states  that  half  Gladstone  cowhide  bags,  with  trays 
and  divisions,  i*etail  for  $C  to  $8.50. 
Local  I&tereit  in  AmeTl«u  Goods. 

Local  dealers  are  interested  in  hearing  from  American  firms 
exporting  hand  bags  and  suit  cases,  as  prices  have  increased  over 
26  per  cent  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  due  to  the  shortage  of  leather. 
Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Swansea,  in  Englisli  currency,  and 
should  be  accompanied  by  fully  illustrated  catalogues  or  descriptive 
circulars. 

Women's  hand  bags  retail  from  $2.25  to  $10.25  and  men^s  cases 
from  $7.25  to  $14.50,  in  all  sizes  from  20  inches  to  28  inches  and  hav- 
ing either  nickel  or  brass  fittings.  One  dealer  states  that  a  general 
criticism  of  American  bags  is  uiat  they  have  too  much  bra^  about 
them  to  suit  the  average  Britisher.    Gun-case  handles  are  preferred. 

An  active  London  agent  carrying  samples  should  find  it  worth 
while  to  vi  it  this  district,  but  in  the  absence  of  such  a  connection, 
American  exporters  could  doubtless  obtain  by  correspondence  trial 
orders  that  might  lead  to  a  profitable  trade  in  the  future. 

[The  iinines  of  two  F^wansea  firms  that  sell  leather  bags  and  cases  may  be 
obtained  upon  request  from  the  Bureau  of  Foi-elgn  and  Domestic  C!ommerce  or 
Its  brancli  offices;  refer  to  file  No.  C7458.] 

COFRA  CBUSHINO  AT  UVEBFOOL. 

IConsul  noracc  Lee  WasblDgton,  Liverpool,  England,  Sept.  30.] 

A  $1,500,000  company  has  been  formed  in  Liverpool  to  handle  raw 
material  used  by  margnrin  arid  fiber  manufacturers,  also  coffee, 
cocoa,  tobacco,  and  castor  oil.  The  concern  has  also  acquired  a  palm 
coconut  estate  of  25,000  acres  in  Brazil  and  further  estates  of  about 
320,000  acres  bearing  all  kinds  of  tropical  produce. 

Heavy  shipments  of  coconuts  from  West  Africa,  Brazil,  and  else- 
where have  been  coming  to  Liverpool,  but  the  bulk  of  them  has  been 
transshipped  to  other  ports  for  manufacture.  As  such  transship- 
ments have  ceased  thousands  of  tons  of  coconuts  have  accumulated 
in  Liverpool  warehouses,  probably  a  large  percentage  cf  which  would 
deteriorate  and  result  in  total  IrGs  were  it  not  for  this  new  enterprise. 

The  nuts  will  now  be  crushed  for  the  oilj  on  the  Liverpool  Dock 
£state,  and  the  marcarin  and  other  industries  will  be  thus  supplied 
with  needed  materials  for  their  manufacture. 
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TAnnra  kaieriais  is  brazh. 

[OonSDl  Ocnenl  AUted  L.  Moreaa  aottaebalk,  Bio  de  Janelm,  Ann.  8.] 

The  tanning  materials  used  by  Brazilian  tanneri^  include:  Carba- 
timao  bark,  obtained  from  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes,  considered  to 
be  an  excellent  tanning  material,  containing  about  60  per  cent  of  tan- 
tun;  angico  bark,  al^  obtained  from  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes, 
re^^rded  as  a  good  tanning  material,  very  light  in  color,  but  contain-' 
ing  only  about  28  per  cent  of  tannin:  and  mangue  bark,  which  is 
found  all  along  the  Brazilian  coast  and  is  well  known  in  the  United, 
States  and  Europe  under  the  names  of  mangrove,  paletuvier,  etc. 

There  are  no  factories  in  this  country  manufacturing  taiming  ex- 
tract, the  bark  being  employed  as  such. 

Local  TanaerieB  Affected  by  Scarcity  of  Kateriali. 

It  is  said  that  the  principal  reason  for  the  undeveloped  condition 
of  the  tanning  indnstry  in  Brazil — which  annually  exports  raw  hides 
to  the  value  of  many  millions  of  dollars  and  imports  large  quantities 
of  foreign-tanned  leather  for  manufacturing  purposes — may  be  prin- 
cipally attributed  to  the  scarcity  of  tanning  material.  There  is  only 
one  important  tannery  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  owned  by  Durisch  &  Co., 
45  Rua  da  Alfandega;  Sao  Paulo  and  Porto  Alegre  each  have  several 
anall  ones. 

The  manager  of  the  Rio  firm  states  that  although  its  establishment 
is  working  day  and  night,  owing  to  the  increased  demand  for  leather 
in  Europe,  with  a  daily  production  of  about  200  hides,  it  is  believed 
that  before  many  more  months  the  factory  will  either  have  to  close 
down  entirely  or  work  shorter  hours,  owing  to  the  apparent  growing 
scarcity  of  tanning  materials. 

DUBmltles  That  Hamper  Exportation. 

The  inquiry  of  an  American  firm  at  whose  request  this  report  has 
been  prepared  was  shown  to  Durisch  &  Co.,  who  state  that  Brazil, 
for  the  present  at  least,  is  not  in  position  to  export  tanning  materials. 
The  difficulty  which  this  country  has  found  in  the  exploitation  of  its 
valuable  hardwood  forests  (the  best  varieties  of  trees  being  situated 
far  from  railway  facilities)  and  the  high  cost  of  labor  and  transporta- 
tion at  most  interior  points  seem  to  have  hampered  the  extraction  of 
tanning  materials,  of  which  the  country  should  possess  large  quan- 
tities. 

At  present  rates  of  exchange  the  price  of  carbatimao  and  angico 
bark  m  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Sao  Paulo  averages  about  $30  United 
States  gold  per  metric  ton  (2,204.6  pounds). 

[CoDflal  A.  T.  Haeberle,  Pemambiico,  Aug.  4.] 
Supplies  msht  be  Obtained  from  Temambtico. 

Barks  for  tanning  may  be  exported  from  the  Pemnmbuco  district 
to  the  United  States.  Those  most  used  are  the  angico  and  mangue, 
the  former  being  the  more  abundant  Mangue  leaves  are  also  used, 
but  th^  are  not  available  for  exportation  necause  they  easily  lose 
thdr  properties. 

[Samites  of  manfrae  and  anf^lco  bark,  transmitted  by  Consol  Haeberle,  maybe 
inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  Commerce  or  Its  branches ;  the  address  of  a 
Femambnco  dealer  tn  tanning  barks  may  be  obtained  from  the  same  offices. 
Befer  to  file  Ma  65«20.] 

Digitized  by  Google 


364 


COMMERCE  BEFOBTS: 


mOH  PIPES  AND  PITTINOS  FOB  FAB  EAST. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  irbn  pipes  and  fittings 
into  Far  Eastern  countries  during  certain  stated  years,  and  the  coun- 
tries whence  imported.  The  figures  were  compiled  from  official 
returns  of  the  respective  countries. 

00.7  cents  ; 


^100  )[|ii'^1334  pomids;  1  Kalkwao  taei^ln  1918,  72.9  cents,  aad  In  1914, 

1  yen=4I>,H  cents;  £1-*|4.8005.] 


Quantity.  Value. 


CBIRA. 

(Calendar  year.) 

Iron  and  mDd  steel: 
Pipes  and  tubes,  from— 

lionskon;  

French  Indo-Cblna  

United  Kingdom  

Germany  

Belgium  

FranoB  

Russia  and  Siberia- 
Land  frontier  

Amur  ports  

Pacific  ports  

Japan,  including  Formosa. 

United  Stalas,  Ineludlng 
HftwsU  


mporl 
Reexports,  1013 .. 

Net  Imports,  1913. 


Total  fmporU,  1911. 
Reexports,  1914  .... 


Net  Imports,  1914  

(Calendar  year,  1914.) 

Iron  pipes  and  tnbea  (elbows 
and  Joints),  from— 

Kwontunit  mvlnea  

Unllod  KinKdom  , 

Qermany  

Belgium  

United  Stttes  


total. 


Iran  pipes  and  tubes,  cast, 
from— 

K-vantung  Province  

United  Kingdom  

Oennany  

UnltMStates  

other  countries  


Total. 


Piculs. 
4,41S 
12» 
:3,f04 
6,787 
9,366 
522 

141 
38 
1,499 
19,493 

4,C09 
1,042 


(3,  HI 


112,436 

3.U87 


108,430 


Kin, 

67S 
lU.9g8 

47,902 
3,006 
&03,524 


740,003 


5,798 
100,863 
97,787 
487,922 
595 


UaikwaJi 
ntU. 
27.907 
1,154 
134,S4'i 
35,447 
49,0S0 
2,821 

756 
1«2 
11,523 
69,3ti 

23, £05 

376,948 
5,868 


371,080 


618,265 
19,473 


698,792 


Yen. 

46 
44,909 

13,872 

ess 

8S,gOG 


148,301 


412 
12,449 
10.028 
40,042 
41 


693,876  62,972 


Quantity.  Value. 


lariK— continued. 

Iron  pipes  and  tuba.dravii, 
from— 

United  Kingdom  

Gorman  7  

Belgium..  


Total 


Other  Iron  pipes  and  tubes, 
from— 

United  Kingdom  

derm  any  

Belslum  

Bwluerland  

United  autes  

Ottur  countries  


4,751,196 

7,S82,73l 
1,086,232 
144, 442 
32,767,057 
3,931 


Total  .•  

BimSB  IKIMA. 

(Fiscal  year  ending  Ifar.  31, 
1914.™ 


16,645,579  8,7U.39B 


MS  and  fittings: 
tostffrmn — 

United  Klngdon. 

Oennany   

Belgium  

UnltadStatm  

other  countries. . . 


Total. 


Wrought,  ft'om— 
UnlbBd  Kbgdom. 


Belftiua 
Ui^Statec... 
Other  couidilfis. 


Total. 


Kin. 
478,164 
243.946 

166,576 


887,686 


Yen. 

131,271 
26,422 
15.742 


173,485 


«0S.4»i 

611,183 
74,<H3 
19,061 
2,435,141 
4M 


Tom. 
42.683 
4,101 
4BS 
9,037 
54 

£ 

415,275 
54,585 
4,243 
136,557 
1^433 

56,343 

604.003 

11,723 
3,44S 
1,321 
1,908 
2 

318,758 
48,459 
17,364 
25,394 
71 

18,402 

300,963 

AUTUMN  PBIGES  FOB  SPAIIISH  PiaS. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Qrarey,  Seville,  Sept  4.] 

The  first  contracts  for  the  autumn  slaughtering  have  been  closed 
with  Madrid  butchers  for  6,000  pigs  to  be  Mlled  in  October  and  No- 
vember from  the  districts  of  Andalusia,  Estremadura,  and  Murcia. 
The  price  is  said  to  be  1.73  pesetas  per  kilo,  equivalent  at  present  ex- 
change to  14.2  cents  per  pound. 

[A  review  of  the  swine  indastiy  of  Andalusia  appeared  In  Gohicebcb  BxPOBTa, 
for  June  26,  1915.] 
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LACE  07  BZBEC^  SHIPS  TO  SICILT. 

fOounil  Baonul  H.  flbsnk,  Patenne,  Italy,  Sept.  10.] 

The  greatest  hindrance  to  the  extension  of  American  trade  in 
Sicily  is  the  inability  to  send  goods  direct  to  Sicilian  ports.  Formerly 
the  Sicula  Americana  had  some  ships  direct  from  American  ports 
for  Palermo,  but  none  have  come  during  the  past  year.  The  Heuenic 
Steamship  Co.,  of  Greece,  has  some  ships  which  stop  at  Palermo 
<m  the  voyage  from  New  York  to  Piraeus,  but  so  far  as  I  can  learn 
they  have  never  discharged  cargo  at  this  port 

■  During  normal  times  nearly  all  the  ships  going  from  Genoa  and 
Naples  call  at  Palermo  on  their  way  to  New  York,  but  node  call 
on  the  voyage  from  New  York  to  Naples  or  Genoa.  If  one  or  two 
ships  a  month  would  make  Palermo  the  first  port  of  call  in  Italy 
'it  would  materi^y  aamst  in  the  development  oi  American  trad& 

Thronglt  BUIs  of  Latins  Would  Help. 

£ven  without  making  this  tho  first  port,  matters  would  be  helped 
if  the  shippiog  companies  were  to  issue  ^roujgh  bills  of  lacUng  to 
Palermo.  Under  present  conditions  merchandise  is  billed  to  Genoa 
or  Naples  and  tJiere  transferred  to  a  local  boat  for  Palermo.  The 
result  of  this  is  a  largely  increased  freight  cost  and  a  delay. 

As  illustrative  of  this  point  might  be  cited  a  shipment  of  merchan- 
dise sent  to  this  consulate  from  New  York  via  Genoa.  The  cost  from 
New  York  to  Genoa,  including  freight,  insurance,  and  war  risk  was 
$4;  the  cost  of  unloading  and  shipping  to  Palermo  amounted  to 
another  $1.  This  merchandise  was  unloaded  in  Genoa  the  middle 
of  December  and  reached  Palermo  in  March;  had  it  remained  on 
board  ^e  vessel  in  which  it  was  shipped  from  New  York  it  would 
have  arrived  in  Palermo  10  days  after  it  reached  Genoa. 

Another  instance  is  that  of  a  case  of  goods  unloaded  in  Naples. 
The  diip  on  which  it  came  to  Naples  went  afterwards  to  Genoa  and 
then  cnme  to  Palermo,  and  was  here  some  two  weeks  before  the  case 
■was  received  from  Naples. 

Special  Holds  for  Palermo  Freight. 

Ev«i  if  the  Steamship  companies  can  not  change  their  routings 
there  would  seem  no  reason  why  they  could  not  consign  the  goods 
direct  for  Palermo  and  keep  them  on  board  until  the  vessel  arrived 
here  on  its  return  trip.  This  might  not  be  feasible  for  large  cargoes, 
but  for  smaller  shipments  it  comd  not  interfere  materially  with  the 
loading  or  unloading  at  other  ports.  This  cargo  could  be  put  in 
holds  reserved  for  Palermo  freight. 

The  matter  has  been  discussed  with  various  agents  here,  but  as 
they  are  not  directly  interested  in  the  incoming  freight,  and  as  they 
have  no  authority  to  act,  they  have  done  nothing.  However,  if  it 
were  taken  ujp  with  the  steam^ip  companies  in  New  York,  some  im- 
provement might  be  made  in  the  service.  I  have  been  informed  that 
a  company  in  New  York  is  contemplating  putting  on  a  line  of  steam- 
ers specially  ventilated  for  carrying  lemons  from  Palermo  to  New 
York,  and  if  this  service  materializes  it  may  bring  about  an  improve- 
ment and  should  lead  to  increased  trade  in  American  products  in 
Sicily. 
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[Wban  addresses  are  omitted  thtj  niay  be  obtained  from  the  Bnc««  or  lis  knmdh 

oflleei*.] 

Automobiles,  No.  18907. — A  flrni  in  the  Unltwl  Stat(«  has  informed  the  Bureau 
that  Its  agent  in  Spain  deslr«t!  to  represent  an  American  manufacturer  of  a 
hlgh-closs  automobile  costing  from  (1,500  upward.  'He  also  desires  to  secure 
-  the  agency  for  a  worm-driven  auto-omnlbus. 

ParaSln  vax.  No.  18908. — An  American  consular  ofAcer  in  Italy  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  iiis  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
of  paraffln  wax.    References  are  given. 

Dairy  machinery  and  appliances.  No.  18909. — A  firm  In  India  has  informed  an 
American  consular  ofUcer  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers or  exporters  of  dairy  machinery  and  appliances. 

Typewriters  and  suppUea,  No.  18910. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France 
transmits  the  names  of  business  men  in  his  district  who  desire  to  represent . 
American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  typewriters  and  supplies. 

Books,  No.  18911. — A  hardware  dealer  in  England  has  informed  an  American 
consular  ofTicer  tliat  he  desires  to  communicate  with  the  manufiicturers  of 
the  "  X  hook  "  for  hanging  pictures  (Patent  No.  28289/09). 

Sugar,  No.  18912. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  transmits  a 
report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  refined  sugar.  A  «q>y  of 
his  report  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  its  brandh  oflSces. 

Machinery,  No.  18913. — A  business  firm  in  this  country  desires  the  names  of 
American  manufacturers  of  a  machine  to  be  used  tax  wrapping  lunqts  of 
sugar  as  required  by  the  sanitary  laws  of  Cuba. 

Undertakers'  supplies.  No.  18914. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  re- 
ports the  desire  of  a  firm  in  his  district  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
or  exporters  of  undertakers'  supplies. 

Automobiles  and  accessories,  No.  18915. — The  commercial  agent  In  charge  of 
the  Bureau's  branch  office  in  New  York  reports  that  the  representative  of 
a  foreign  firm  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  automobiles 

and  accessories  In  Holland. 

Clothing,  etc.,  No.  18916. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  a  commercial  organiza- 
tion in  the  United  States  that  a  man  in  Argentina  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  wool  and  cotton  clothing,  and 
tailors*  novelties  and  supplies. 

Sugar-making  plant,  No.  18917. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Hondnros 
reports  tliat  a  man  in  that  country  desires  to  purchase  a  small  outfit  for 
making  raw  sugar,  including  cane  mill,  kettle,  and  all  necessary  accessories 
for  treating  about  10  tons  of  cane  dally,  the  plant  to  be  operated  by  animal 
power.  If  possible,  prices  should  be  quoted  for  delivery  at  Amapala.  The 
man  states  that  he  has  no  objection  to  paying  cash  for  the  goods  if  their 
delivery  In  good  condition  Is  guaranteed.  Correspondence  should  be  In 
Spanish. 

Upholstery  leather.  No.  18918. — business  man  in  France  has  informed  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
fftcturers  or  exporters  of  upholstery  leather. 

Leather  baga,  suit  cases,  etc..  No.  18919.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Wales 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices 
of  leather  bags,  sample  cases,  and  suit  cases,  with  a  view  to  securing  the 
exclusive  agency  for  that  district,  buying  goods  on  their  own  account 
The  firm  states  that  the  minimum  amount  of  brass  Is  desirable  and  that 
drill  or  linen  lining  is  satisfactory.  Prices  should  be  quoted  In  Engtlah 
currency  and  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination. 

Co/*on,  No.  18920. — A  business  firm  In  Sweden  hos  Informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  comniiinicate  with  American  producers 
of  cotton  in  order  that  It  may  Import  direct 

Furniture,  No.  18921. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  an  American  consular  officer 
in  Uruguay  that  the  proprietors  of  a  restaurant  In  his  district  deisire  to 
receive  catalogues  and  prices  of  Iron  chairs  and  tables  suitable  for  sidewalk 
use.  Copies  of  the  catalogues  should  also  be  sent  to  the  consul. 
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OonsUnctUm  and  operation  of  raUwav,  No.  18022. — ^An  Amwlcan  consular  ofllcer 
In  England  reports  that  tenders  will  be  opened  at  the  "  DIrecclon  General 
de  Obras  Publlcns"  In  Madrid  on  November  12  tor  the  construction  and 
working,  for  a  pCTlod  of  99  years,  of  a  secondary  railway  from  Manacor  to 
Arta,  in  the  Island  of  Majorca.  Tlie  cost  of  construction  fs  estimated  at 
4.401,265  peseta;^  (alwut  $874,267),  on  which  Interest  not  exceeding  5  per 
cent  per  anmim  will  be  guaranteed  by  the  State.  The  mlnlmom  roIUnff 
stock  required  to  work  the  line  will  be  4  locomotives,  13  passenger  coaches, 
6  brake  vans,  and  27  goods  wagons.  An  option  ou  the  concession  Is  held 
by  Don  Rafael  Blanes  Tolosa.  Construction  work  must  be  begun  within 
Blx  months  from  the  date  of  the  awnrd  of  the  concefislon  and  coniplet<»d 
within  a  period  of  two  years.  It  is  stated  that,  although  the  contract  may 
be  awarded  to  SpnnLih  firms,  the  execution  of  the  work  may  Involve  the 
purchase  of  materials  abroad.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  information 
relative  to  this  opiwrtunlty. 

Nickel  goodt.  No.  18923. — The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  In  Englaml  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  prices  of 
nickel  goods,  siich  as  shaving  mirror  stands,  letter  scales,  china  tea  trays 
with  nickel  rims,  etc.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  I.  f.  British  ports  If 
posalbla 

Cork*,  bottles,  atationcry,  etc..  No.  18924. — ^The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  a  busl- 
neKs  man  in  Canada  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices  of 
chromos  suitable  for  calondnrs,  Christmas  cards,  etc. ;  corks  of  all  sizes ; 
cheap  lend  sprayers  used  for  iwrfumery  bottles;  amber,  blue,  and  plain  bot- 
tles for  packing  chemicals.  In  sizes  of  4,  0,  8,  and  10  ounc^;  varnish  tins 
and  tin  containers  for  ciiemlcals  and  ptowders  In  sizes  of  2,  ^  6,  8,  and  16 
ounces ;  cheap  stationery ;  cheap  bond  paper ;  cover  paper  for  mount  boards ; 
lead  pencils;  and  aniline  dyes. 

Chemical*,  <oap,  etc.,  No.  lSS2r>. — ^An  American  consular  oflicer  in  Scotland  re- 
ports that  a  firm  In  hia  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers of  dyewood  and  dyt^tufRs,  chemicals,  machine  blankets,  lappings  for 
pai)er  mills,  soap,  xosin,  and  mineral  colors. 

Furniture,  No.  18926. — A  business  firm  In  New  York  has  Informed  the  Bureau 
that  Its  retves^itatlve  In  Trinidad  desires  to  r^reeent,  on  a  commission 
basis,  American  manufacturers  of  bentwood  chairs  and  rockers. 

Copper  sulphate.  No.  1S!)^7.— An  American  consular  ofTicer  in  Greece  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of  copper 
sulphate.  The  .<iuIplmto  should  have  a  guaranteed  strength  of  98  to  90  per 
cent  and  should  be  shipped  In  casks  containing  5  hundredweight  each. 
Quotations  should  be  made  e.  1.  f.  destination.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English. 

Office  supplies.  No.  18928. — The  bureau  is  informed  by  a  commercial  organiza- 
tion In  this  country  that  a  firm  in  France  desires  to  receive  catal<.»gues, 
samples,  and  price  lists  of  otilce  supplies  of  various  kinds,  such  as  pajier, 
typewriter  ribbons,  carbon  paper,  etc.  Corresjmndence  and  printed  matter 
may  be  in  En^ish. 

Cotton  goods,  hardware,  foodstuffs,  etc..  No.  18929.— A  firm  In  the  United  States 
has  Informed  the  Bureau  that  a  business  firm  In  British  Oulana  desires  to 
represent  In  British,  Dutch,  and  French  Guiana  American  manufacturers 
of  cotton  goods  of  various  kinds;  hardware,  such  as  axes,  galvanized-lron 
wire,  buckets,  tin  plates,  and  ciieap  razors ;  f(Mxl  products,  sueii  as  Hour, 
oats,  cottonseed  oil,  and  lard ;  household  furnishings,  sucii  as  enrtlienware 
and  enameled  ware.  The  roan  also  desires  to  secure' a  mo\'lng-plcture 
agency. 

Safetif  resort.  No.  18930. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  prices  on  cheap  safety  razors 
tn  nickel  cases.  If  possible,  prices  should  he  quoted  c.  i.  f.  British  ijorts. 

IfariRe  Iwrdicare,  cotton  goods,  etc..  No.  18931. — ^The  Bureau  is  Informed  by  a 
commercial  organization  in  this  country  that  a  business  man  in  one  of  the 
Pacific  Islands  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  from  American 
manufacturers  of  marine  hardware,  wire  and  wire  fences,  cotton  cloth, 
cotton  slieeting  (150  to  180  centimeters  wide),  overalls,  and  horseshoes. 
Oorxeqpmdoioe  abould  be  la  French. 
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BEOULATlira  cotton  SUFFUES  and  prices  IK  KUSSIA. 

[Consnl  General  John  H.  Snodgnsa,  Uoscow,  Sept  1.] 

According  to  a  recent  bill  in  Russia,  there  are  to  be  established  two 
special  committees,  one  for  supplying  raw  material  to  the  cloth 
factories  producing  half-cotton  goods  and  the  other  for  supplying 
material  to  the  cotton  factories.  According  to  the  decision  of  the 
conference  that  took  place  on  July  14,  the  committee  for  supplying 
cotton  will  consist  of  one  representative  of  each  of  the  following 
bodies:  Ministries  of  Trade  and  Industry,  Ways  of  Conmiunication 
and  Agriculture,  the  Army  Supply  Department,  the  Moscow  Ex- 
change, the  Kokand  Exchange,  the  cotton  manufacturers  of  the 
Petrograd  district,  6  representatives  of  the  cotton  manufacturers 
of  the  Moscow  central  district,  and  3  representatives  of  the  cotton 
dealers.  The  Minister  of  Trade  will  be  the  president  of  this  com- 
mittee. The  functions  of  the  committee  include  ascertaining  the 
maximum  prices  to  be  established  by  the  Ministry  of  Trade,  investi- 
gating the  rec^uisition  of  such  cotton  supplies  as  the  holders  would 
not  sell  at  prices  fixed  by  the  ministry,  and  distributing  supplies 
among  the  factories. 

The  functions  and  rights  of  these  committees  will  be  established 
by  special  regulations,  which  will  a^>  determine  their  headquarters. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  conunittees  will  be  located  in  Moscow. 

The  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry  will  be  authorized  (in  ac- 
cordance with  the  judgment  of  the  committees)  to  fix  the  price  limits 
for  cotton  and  to  introduce  all  necessary  measures,  including  the 
requisition  of  cotton  for  better  distribution  among  consumers. 

AHEBICAN  ITTUBKB  TTSES  IN  FOBTUGAL. 

[Consul  Ocneral  W.  L.  Lowrlc,  Lisbon,  Portugal,  Sept.  10.] 

Most  of  the  foreign  lumber  used  in  Portugal  is  imported  from 
Sweden  and  the  United  States,  especially  from  the  Gulf  ports — 
Pensacola,  Apalnchicola,  Gulfport,  New  Orleans,  and  Galveston. 
Pitch  pine,  oak,  ash,  and  satmwood  ate  the  kinds  of  American 
lumber  in  demand.  Pitch  pine  is  used  for  roof  building  and  floor- 
ing, oak  and  ash  for  building  railway  cars  and  trucks,  and  satinwood 
for  furniture  making. 

The  present  price  of  pitch  pine  in  Lisbon  is  between  56  and  62 
cents  per  cubic  foot,  as  compared  with  42  cents  before  the  war.  The 
difference  is  not  due  to  an  increase  in  the  price  of  the  lumber  Itself, 
but  to  the  exorbitant  freight  rates  and  the  unusually  low  exchange. 

The  average  sizes  of  pitch  pine  imported  are  274  ^  cubic 
feet.  The  usual  sizes  of  Swedish  lumber  imported  are  3  by  9  and 
3  by  10,  employed  mainly  for  beams  and  for  making  doors  and 
windows.  The  price,  owing  to  present  circumstances,  has  increased 
about  70  per  cent. 

The  stock  of  foreign  lumlrer  on  hand  is  vei*y  small,  but  dealers 
state  that  they  have  no  desire  to  increase  it,  in  view  of  present  condi- 
tions. The  cheap  native  lumber,  which  sells  for  about  25  cents  a 
cubic  foot,  is  being  used  extensively,  thus  replacing  to  a  considerable 
extent  the  imported  product.  Occasionally  small  shipments  of 
pitch  pine  from  New  Orleans  are  received,  to  supply  the  most  urgent 
demands  of  the  market. 
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OVEESTOCS  OF  RICE  IIT  JAPAN. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Scidmoic,  Yokohama,  Sept  !28.} 

The  "Chugai  Shogyo"  (Tokyo)  urges  the  Japanese  authorities 
to  take  immediate  steps  to  export  abroad  some  2,000^000  koku 
(10/)00,000  bushels)  of  rice,  in  order  to  relieve  the  depression  on  the 
rice  market.  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  the  price  of  rice 
fdl  to  13  yen  per  koku  ($1.2948  per  bushel),  and  the  authorities 
adopted  certain  measures  to  regulate  the  price,  withdrawing  the  sum 
of  5,000,000  yen  ($2,490,000)  from  the  treasury  and  purchasing  M^ge 
<^antities  of  rice  on  the  domestic  market.  This  step,  however^  Jiad 
httle  reaultv  Quotations  in  Tokyo,  Osaka,  and  other  districts  con- 
tinued to  fall,  and  at  present — September — delivery  rules  at -10  j&i 
per  koku  ($0,996  busheH,  while  October  delivery  is  quoted  at  11  yen 
per  koku  ($1.0956  per  bushel).  The  oommercial  paper  fears  that 
the  market  rates  will  show  a  still  further  depreciation  when  the  new 
rice  is  actually  placed  on  the  market.  Official  returns  just  issued  indi- 
cate that  this  year's  crop  will  exceed  57,000,000  koku  (285,000,000 
bushels).  The  annual  consumption  of  rice  in  this  country  amounts 
to  about  55,000,000  koku  (275,000,000  bushels).  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  there  will  be  a  surplus  of  some  2,000,000  koku  (10,000,000 
bu^ela).  The  autiiorities  appear  to  be  at  a  loss  how  to  handle  the 
utuation,  seeing  the  recent  measures  were  unsuccessful. 


VESSELS  ADHITTEII  TO  AUESICAN  BEOISIBY. 

During  the  period  from  October  2  to  October  23,  1915,  there  were 
admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914, 
2  vessels,  freight  steamers,  of  3,304  gross  tons,  as  follows:  Yucatatij . 
formerly  Mexican  Yucatan,  751  gross  tons,  J.  W.  Jolly,  owner,  home 
port,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Hacking,  formerly  Danish  Oronland,  2,553 
^088  tons,  American  Transatlantic  Co.,  owner,  home  port,  Kew, 
York,  N.  Y.  The  total  admitted  for  the  period  from  July  1  to 
October  23, 1915,  was  19  vessels,  of  49,082  gross  tons. 
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IMPORTS  ASB  EXPORTS  OF  COPPER. 


Tho  imports  and  exports  of  cop>per  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
Now  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  thb 
week  ended  October  16,  1915,  follow: 


IMPORTS. 


Countttos. 

On,  ma1te,iuidreg- 
ului  (copper  cmi- 

t«Dts). 

Pigs,   ingots,  tars, 
plates,  ud  old, 
etc. 

Pottndi. 

Pound!. 
467,900 
00,370 
1,749 

179.  MJ 
4,SU 
141 

185,597 

333,994 

906,  «i 
683,791 
68,483 
100,490 
4,060 

100,519 
116,523. 
11,606 
U,088 
334 

S,«U 

•74,975 

m,t» 

3,164,703 

380^142 

1, 739, 101 

383,4% 

DOHSSTIC  EZPOBTS. 


CoontriM. 


CoaatdaK 
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Italj  
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Norw»  

Portncal 
Bi  " 

SffiS:!"!:;:::::!!:: 

BrtUsh  BoBduru  

Okiudk,.,  

C(oM  AUrla  


ll,«08,O» 
391,419 
39,870 
88,037 
140,588 
4,826,533 

ie,a«9 

l,H8,4aB 
74,063 
8,480,090 
aS4,118 
1,047 
Ml 
3,800 


73,360 
8,419 

26,393 
849,148 

&i 

13,363 

3ai 

J'  878 


PUUIM  

Mndor  

Hflxico  

Cal»  

PomlnteMi  RapubUo.. 
ArgenOiMt  

BfBSfl  

CaloDbla  

EcMHor  

Datcta  Onhm  

BrIUsb  Baat  lodtes... 
AostiaUa  


Fmmi$. 

6,n4 
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6,391 
1  070 

6;4» 

48,474 
«4 
1,180 

^461 


Total. 


16,350,789 


a 

w 
i,n 

14,M 

m 

7b 
9(1 


COTTON  GINNED,  CONSITHEI),  AND  ON  HANS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Census  reports  that  the  number  of 
bales  (counting  round  as  half  bales)  of  cotton  ginned  from  the 
growth  of  1915  prior  to  October  18,  1915,  was  5,713,347,  compared 
with  7,619,747  for  1914  and  6,973,518  for  1913.  Round  bales  for 
1915  amounted  to  54,432,  against  15,235  for  1914  and  49,030  for  1913. 
Sea  island  included  40,257  bales  for  1915,  30,078  for  1914,  and  3M39 
for  1913. 

Cotton  consumed  during  the  month  of  September,  1915,  amounted 
to  498,219  bales.  Cotton  on  hand  in  consuming  establishments  on 
September  30  was  1,089,614  bales  and  in  public  storage  and  at  com- 
■presses  2,796,500  bales.  The  number  of  active  consuming  cotton 
spindles  for  the  month  was  31,295,104.  Domestic  cotton  exported 
during  September,  1915,  was  502,031  running  bales,  and  foreign  cotton 
imported  26,197  equivalent  500-pound  bales. 

The  figures  for  1915  are  subject  to  slight  corrections. 


Digitized  by  Google 


OOHMEBOE  BEPOBTS.  371 

BBinSH  COTTON  GBOWDTG  IN  AFRICA. 

[Uanchester  Guardian,  Oct  9.1 

The  one  hundred  and  fortieth  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Brit- 
ish Cotton-growing  Association  was  held  in  Manchester  on  October 
5,1915. 

The  cotton  which  is  being  grown  on  the  Government  experimental 
plot  at  the  Moor  Plantation,  \Vest  Africa,  is  doing  well  this  season, 
and  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  sufficient  seed  either  from  the 
Georgia  or  Uplands  varieties  for  distribution  next  season  to  plant 
about  500  acres.  It  was  agreed  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the 
association  to  offer  a  higher  price  for  the  cotton  produced  from  this 
seed,  even  if  it  left  the  association  with  a  loss,  as  it  is  important  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Agricultural  Department  to  improve  the  quality 
of  Lagos  cotton  should  be  supported. 

It  has  been  decided  to  close  down  the  association's  operations  in  the 
Gold  Coast  and  at  Illushi,  in  the  southern  Province  of  Nigeria.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  considered  advisable  to  keep  open  the  ginnery  at 
Labolabo  for  the  benefit  of  those  natives  who  are  already  committed 
to  the  cnltivation  of  cottcm,  and  it  is  not  anticipated  that  there  will 
be  any  difficulty  in  making  arrangements  to  this  effect. 

The  West  Africa  Committee  has  had  a  meeting  wfth  Maj.  Armi- 
tage,  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Northern  l^rritories,  who  re- 
ported that  cotton  cultivation  in  the  Northern  Territories  was  a 
failure  last  vear  owin^  to  the  unfavorable  climatic  .conditions,  and 
he  expressed  the  opinion  that  under  better  conditions  the  results 
would  be  more  favorable.  Outside  of  cotton  growing,  the  only  other 
industry  in  the  Northern  Territories  of  any  note  is  cattle  breeding, 
and,  as  quantities  of  cotton  seed  have  be^  distributed  to  the  local 
farmers  for  planting  for  the  new  crop,  Maj.  Armitage  hopes  that 
arrangements  may  yet  be  made  for  the  operations  tol>e  contii^iied, 
at  any  rate  for  another  ^ear,  in  order  f»  give  tiie  fanners  an  op^r- 
tunity  of  marketing  their  crop,  .  u 

The  purchases  of  cotton  in  Lagos  to  the  end  of  September  amounted 
to  5,974  bales,  as  compared  wit£  13,486  bales  for  the  same  period  of 
last  year  and  13,645  bales  for  1913. 

The  purchases  of  cotton  in  northern  Nigeria  to  the  end  of  August 
amounted  to  497  bales,  as  compared  with  518  bales  for  the  same  period 
of  last  year. 
Eeport  from  Nyasaland. 

A  report  has  been  received  from  the  Director  of  Agriculture  stat- 
ing that  the  crop  grown  by  white  planters  in  the  Shire  Highlands  is 
alrove  the  average,  and  that  some  planters  have  particularly  fine 
crops,  which  are  now  being  harvested.  The  river  crops  are  very  late, 
and  suffered  from  drought  in  February  and  early  March,  but  late 
rains  have  improved  conditions  considerably. 

The  cotton  exported  from  Nyasnland  for  the  year  ended  March  31 
last  amounted  to  6,G20  bales,  valued  locally  at  $350,816,  showing  an 
increased  value  over  the  preceding  year  of  $32,026. 
.  As  rogartjs  the  native  crop,  the  Mlanje  and  Upper  Shire  crops  are 
being  harvested,  and  it  is  expected  that  these  two  districts  will 
produce  350  tons.  The  native  crop  is  of  superior  quality,  and  a 
sample  has  recently  been  received  and  valued  at  Id.  (2  cents)  "on" 
Ihe  price  of  middling  American.  Google 
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CONDITION  OF  NETHERLANDS  GBOFS. 

[Vice  Consul  G.  H.  Krogb,  Eottctdam,  Sept.  30,  Buplementlng  report  published  Oct.  4.1 

Since  the  publication  of  the  previous  crop  report  the  weatiier  has 
been  very  unfavorable  for  the  various  products.  Grain,  particularly 
wheat  and  oats,  suffered  considerably  from  rain  during  harvest  time; 
the  condition  of  tlie  latter  is,  in  fact,  verv  bad  considering  the  damage 
done  by  dryness  and  frosts  in  the  early  summer.  The  production 
of  n-hent  was  rather  ^ood,  but  its  quality  (weight)  did  not  come 
up  to  general  expectations. 

Turnips  also  suffered  from  the  tmfavorable  weather,  as  did  onions 
in  the  Province  of  South  Holland.  The  condition  of  the  bean  crop 
varies  from  fair  to  good,  brown  beans  are  satisfactory,  peas  medium 
to  good.  Fall  cattle  feed  is  generally  considered  favorable.  Clover 
and  grass  are  in  excellent  condition ;  on  those  lands  where  a  second 
cut  was  made  it  was  an  excellent  one.  Potatoes  for  consumption 
promise  a  rather  favorable  crop.  The  growth  on  clay  soil  was 
generally  better  than  on  sandy  soil,  but  nowhere  is  an  abundant  crop 
expected.  Potatoes  for  factory  use  suffered  much  from  night  frosts 
during  the  month  of  Jime  and  have  recovered  but  little  since. 

Wet  weather  caused  much  damage  to  the  sugar  beets,  as  dryness 
and  sunshine,  particularly  during  August,  are  essential  for  a  good 
crop.  Notwithstanding  this,  ana  the  insufficiency  of  Chilean  salt- 
|>eter,  the  sugar  beets  are  in  a  comparatively  favorable  condition.  It 
18  reported  tnat  the  leaves  are  turning  vellow  too  early  in  the  Prov- 
inces of  South  Holland  and  Zealand,  wnich  is  attributed  to  the  lack 
of  nitrate.  The  crop  of  sugar  beets  is  good  in  the  Provinces  of 
FrioBland  and  Overy&sel,  rather  good  in  uroningen  and  South  Hol- 
land, and  from  rather  good  to  good  in  the  other  Provinces. 

NEW  BADIO  STAtlOHS  OV  ITNITED  STATES. 

A^ditiond;to  the  list  of  radio  stations  of  the  United  States  as 
given  by  the  Bureau  of  Kidvi^otion  in  its  October  list  include  11 
special  land  stations  and  0  eAhp  stationa  Amon^  the  ship  stations 
are  the  Asrnea  and  EUtngton.,H)ynaed  by  the  Immigration  Service  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Labor.  Others  are:  Alicia,  De 
Forest  system,  300  and  600  wave  lengths,  for  general  public  use :  no 
regular  hours;  operated  and  controlled  by  Alfred  I.  du  Pont;  rort 
Bragg,  300  and  600,  owned  by  Higgjns  Lumber  Co. ;  Mount  Hope, 
composite  system,  300  and  600;  for  pi'ivate  use;  owned  by  Providence, 
Fall  Kiver  &  Newport  Steamboat  Co. ;  Silver  Shell,  Marconi  system, 
300  and  600;  operated  and  controlled  by  Marconi  Co. 

The  special  land  stations,  all  of  which  maintain  private  service, 
with  no  regular  hours  except  at  tlie  stations  at  Liouisville,  HI.,  and 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  are:  Auburn,  Ala.,  wave  lengtha,  1,625  and  1,800,  con- 
trolled by  Alabama  Polytechnic  Institute;  Davenport,  Iowa,  300, 
William  H.  Kirwan;  Denver,  Colo.,  200  and  425,  Edward  C.  Stock- 
roan;  Ix)uisville,  111.,  200  and  425,  Cecil  Bridges;  New  Orleans,  La., 
300  and  600,  Marconi  Co.:  New  York,  N.  Y.,  233,  300,  and  600, 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Telegraph  School;  Ridgway,  Pa.,  300  and  425,  Pitts- 
bunch  Wireless  Equipment  Co. ;  Bocldord,  111.,  200,  Koddord  School 
of  Engineering;  Ti0m,  Ohio,  200  and  425,  John  J.  Grossman;  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  200,  300,  and  400,  McEnley  Manual  Training  Schmd; 
Wlishington,  D.  C,  200, 400  and  1,800,  National  Badio  Schw^, 
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TBASE  EXFA^SZOK  DT  THE  SOITFHEBH  REFUBUCS. 

[Commercial  Attache  Lincoln  HatcblosoQ,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Braxll,  Sept  19.] 

The  South  American  view  of  the  Korth  American  interest  in  trade 
expansion  in  the  south^  republics  was  presented  in  a  recent  issue  of 
a  prominent  Brazilian  journal.  The  comments  on  the  situation  seem 
so  pertinent  that  they  are  quoted  below : 

Among  officials  and  among  business  men  in  the  United  States,  the  dominant 
purpose  at  the  present  time  Is  to  develop  commercial  relations  with  the 
conntries  of  South.  America. 

Perhaps  it  is  because  another  sndi  propitious  occasion  may  not  offer  itself 
soon  and  because  the  situation  of  to-day  will  last  even  after  the  establishment 
of  peace  that  the  North  Americans  desire  to  Improve  the  present  occasion ;  for 
after  the  war  the  belligerent  nations  will  not  be  able  immediately  to  resume  their 
former  Industrial  and  commmercial  activity. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  does  not  wish  to  lose  this  opportunity, 
and  it  has  prepared  a  Pan  American  polltlco-coramercial  plan.  This  plan,  which 
has  been  formulated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  consists  principally  of  a 
tariit  agreement  with  the  dlff^^nt  countries  of  this  hemisphere,  which  will 
assist  both  the  United  States  and  the  other  countries  in  foctlitating  commercial 
relations  to  the  advantage  of  all.  A  part  of  the  plan,  also,  Is  the  greatest  pos- 
sible development  of  navigation  between  the  different  countries,  with  the  purr 
pose  of  lowering  the  freight  rates  and  of  maintaining  regular  commnnicatlon 
between  the  different  ports. 

But  while  official  initiative  may  be  responsible  for  the  realization  of  part  of 
this  program,  the  development  of  commercial  relations  largely  depends  upon  the 
private  parties  interested  In  It,  just  as  Is  the  ease  with  domestic  commerce  of 
any  nation.  Official  action  or  aid  can  do  much  In  favor  of  the  proposal,  but  it 
alone  can  not  prodnce  the  detired  result;  on  the  contrary,  all  will  be  lost  If 
there  is  not  added  thereto  the  Intelligent  assistance  of  exporters,  manufacturers, 
and  merchants,  who  can  not  contest  with  advantage  for  n  market  unless  they 
ot»erve  the  custom  of  that  market,  which  Is  to  sell  moderiitely  priced  goods 
on  agreeable  terms.  Without  the  application  of  this  method  the  Nortli  Ameri- 
cans, it  is  true,  may  be  able  to  capture  the  mariiet  by  force  of  present  circum- 
stances, but  they  will  have  to  abandon  it  as  soon  as  the  warring  cotmtrles  re- 
establish themselves  In  commerce  uud  the  world  returns  to  its  former  condition. 

[A  discussion  of  "American  Trade  Methods  in  Argentina^"  in 
which  similar  views  are  set  forth  at  much  greater  length,  wtis  pub- 
Ji^ed  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Octi  4(,'1915.]  : .  '  " 

 1  

XABOABDTE  REFLACHTG  BTTFTER  IS  LEEDS. 

[Consul  Homer  M.  Bjlngton,  Leeds,  England,  Oct  1.] 

The  price  of  butter  in  Leeds  has  risen  above  all  previous  records. 
Current  wholesale  quotations  on  foreign  butters  are  now  approxi- 
mately 45  per  cent  higher  than  in  July,  1914,  as  the  following  com- 
parative summary  shows: 


Klndofbattw. 

Price  p«r  112  pounds. 

July  25,  1914. 

Sept.  25,  »15. 

131. 63-132. 3l> 
31.27-  31.  G3 
31.02'  31.37 
29.06-  2B.» 

3M.23-«46.g6 
45. 2&.  43.75 
44.»-  44.77 
85.63-  36.  W 

Butter  is  being  generally  retailed  in  Leeds  at  47  cents  per  pound 
and  in  consequence  large  numbers  are  turning  to  margarine  at  20  to 
24  cents  per  pound.  Dealers  report  that  for  several  years  the  use  of 
margarine  has  been  steadily  increasing  among  the  working  classes, 
but  only  since  the  high  prices  of  butter  have  ruled,  because  of  the 
war,  have  the  middle  classes  turned  to  this  substitute. 
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CAHADIAH  OLD-AGE  ANKUITIES. 

[Consul  FcUx  8.  B.  JobDBOD,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Sept.  20.1 

In  1908  the  Canadian  (jovermnent  inaugurated  a  system  of  annui- 
ties which  at  first  was  under  the  management  of  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce,  but  is  now  a  part  of  the  Post  Office.  The  ob- 
ject sought  was  to  provide  old-age  pensions  for  Canadians  on  a 
vountary  instead  of  a  compulsory  oasis.  Under  the  Etystem  now  in 
operation  no  one  can  begin  to  receive  a  Government  annuity  until 
65  years  of  age,  although  the  purchase  of  such  annuity  may  begin  at 
any  time.  [See  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Mar.  23, 1908, 
and  Sept.  15  and  Dec.  18, 1909.]  The  annuity  is  absolutely  the  prop- 
erty of  the  person  for  whose  benefit  it  was  bought.  It  can  not  bo 
mortgaged,  sold,  traded,  or  in  any  other  way  endangered. 

Every  resident  of  Canada  is  free  to  contribute  to  and  enjoy  the 
advanta^  of  the  system.  Utere  is  no  exclusion  on  account  of  sex,  no 
age  limit,  no  medical  qualifications  as  to  health  or  strength.  The 
annuitant  pays  what  he  can,  when  he  can ;  but  the  officers  in  charge 
do  all  that  their  official  duties  will  allow  to  insure  the  regular  pay- 
ment of  premiums  as  agreed.  If  for  any  reason  the  annuitant  has 
not  been  able  at  55  years  of  age  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  smallest  annuity 
allowed,  his  money  is  not  forfeited,  but  is  retumed  to  him  with 
interest 

The  calculations  for  this  system  are  based  on  4  per  cent  interest 
compounded  annually,  and  no  charge  whatever  for  expenses  or  man- 
agement, the  salaries  of  officers  and  other  outlays  h&ng  voted  by  tiie 
Canadian  Parliament.  Kvery  postmaster  has  been  made  an  agent 
of  the  annuity  ^stem  and  is  paid  a  small  commission  on  the  business 
done  through  his  office.  According  to  the  latest  report  the  Govem- 
menlihas  made  3,450  annuity  contracts,  amounting  to  $700,000  a  year. 

BECL&XATION  WORK  IH  HAWAIL 

'  '  [A.  H.  Stephens,  coitespondent,  Honololn,  Sept.  27.] 

The  Territory  of  Hawaii  now  has  in  hand  reclamation  works  that 
:will  cost  about  |300,000,  with  i%veral  other  projects  in  contemplation. 
At  Honolulu  a  strip  of  land  half  a  mile  wide,  starting  near  the 
wharves  and  extending  for  about  3  miles  along  the  shore,  is  being  put 
in  sanitary  condition.  Another  project  wellunder  way,  known  as 
the  Waiolama  reclamation  project,  will  improve  the  water  front  of 
Hilo,  on  the  island  of  Hawaii.  This  tract  nas  been  condemned  and 
notice  serv  ed  b^  the  department  of  public  works  upon  the  property 
owners.  Within  a  few  weeks  the  contract  will  be  let  and  active  fill- 
ing operations  commenced. 

Preliminary  survey^s  are  being  made  for  the  Waikiki  reclamation 
project,  and  filling  will  soon  begin.  This  parcel  of  land  adjoins  the 
famous  Waikiki  ^^ach,  and  its  reclamation  will  open  up  a  la^ge  area 
of  desirable  residence  property.  In  all  these  filling  operations  a  oredge 
pump  is  employed,  which  draws  up  sand  and  corifl  from  the  ocean  bed 
and  deposits  it  on  the  condemned  land.  By  this  stystem  it  is  possible 
to  make  these  fills  at  a  total  cost  of  40  to  45  cents  a  cubic  yard. 

To  start  this  work  the  Territorial  Legislature  appropriated 
$300,000.  Property  owners  are  allowed  five  years  in  which  to  make 
payment  of  the  costs  assessed  against  them,  and  as  fast  as  tiie  money 
IS  retumed  it  becomes  available  for  new  projects. 

Digitized  by  LjOOglC 


COMMERCE  BEPOKTS.  375 

CHXirA  ACTITE  DT  TE&ININO-  OF  FABHEBS. 

[Commtfclal  Attach^  Julean  H.  Arnold,  AmerleaD  Legation,  Peklnff,  Sept.  1.1 

While  much  importance  attaches  to  the  fact  that  the  Chinese 
Government  has  employed  an  American  cotton-growing  expert, 
H.  H.  Jobson,  of  College  Station,  Tex.,  on  a  three  years'  contract, 
this  is  only  a  portion  of  the  work  it  has  planned  in  agricultural 
lines.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  recently 
undertaken  a  system  of  extension  teaching  for  tiie  farmers  of  the 
country^  starting  with  the  establishment  of  an  extension  school  for 
the  training  of  lecturers  and  demonstrators,  who  are  to  travel 
throughout  the  country  introducing  improved  methods  of  farming. 
One  of  the  agricultural  experts  or  the  ministry  has  been  specially 
delegated  to  start  such  a  school,  which  is  already  in  the  process  of 
preparation. 

The  exten^on  workers  to  be  selected  are  to  act  in  cooperation  with 
the  staffs  of  the  agricultural  experiment  stations  of  the  Min^ry  of 
A^cultnre  and  Commerce.  CHiis  department  of  the  Government 
received  from  the  Ministry  of  Finance  last  spring  more  than  $100,000 
for  the  purpose  of  starting  such  stations.  Ihey  are  grouped  in 
four  classes,  devoted,  respectively,  to  cotton,  sugar,  afforestation,  and 
pasturage.  There  are  now  3  cotttm  farms,  1  sugar  plantation,  2 
forestiy  farms,  and  3  pasturage  farms.  The  Government  has  a 
mod^  ranch  at  Chu  Chow,  in  Korth  Anhui,  directed  by  an  American 
ranchman,  and  there  have  been  excellent  reports  of  the  work  that  is 
being  done  there.  The  director  has  had  under  cultivation  200  acres 
of  com,  oats,  barley,  millet,  and  other  grains  for  the  stock,  and 
although  the  new  cereals  were  nearly  all  destroyed  by  the  locusts  in 
April  and  May,  there  were  prospects  that  he  would  be  able  to  har- 
vest practically  enough  to  feed  the  stock.  Forty  acres  of  peach, 
plum,  pear,  and  apricot  trees  have  been  planted  and  will  bear  fruit 
next  year,  while  there  are  10  acres  of  mulberry  treek 

It  IS  required  (hat  the  appointees  for  extension  work  shall  be  over 
25  years  of  age  and  shall  be  men  of  practical  farming  experience  in 
the  de^gnated  district.  They  will  have  the  following  duties:  (1)  To 
travel  tnrou^  the  territory  and  give  lectures;  (2)  to  distribute 
selected  seeds  for  the  improvement  of  crops;  (3)  to  demonstrate  the 
i3se  of  improved  implements;  f4)  to  investigate  the  cause  of  natural 
calamities  and  of  pests;  and  (5)  to  plan  for  the  gradual  improve- 
ment of  the  various  phases  of  farming  methods.  These  appointees 
are  to  serve  as  honorary  commissioners  of  the  Ministry,  but  official 
awards  will  be  made  after  three  years  of  faithful  service. 

SHIPS  FSOK  HEWCASTLE,  ATTSTRAIIA,  TO  AMEBICAH  FOBTS. 

(Consul  Luclen  N.  Sullivan,  NewcaBtlo,  Sept.  0.] 

From  July  23, 1915,  to  September  3, 1915,  four  steamships,  averag- 
ing about  5,000  tons  each,  have  cleared  from  this  port  for  American 
ports  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  by  way  of  the  Panama  Canal. 

The  first  three  of  these  vessels  carried  zinc  concentrates.  Two  were 
British  steamers  and  bound  for  Galveston;  one — the  steamship 
Arna — was  Norwegian  and  carried  7,753  tons  of  zinc  concentrates 
eonagned  to  Mobile,  Ala.  The  last  vessel  to  clear — ^the  steamship 
Cmmtota,  British — had  no  cargo  from  Newcastle,  but  took  on  1,400 
tons  of  bunker  coal.  This  vessel  will  call  at  the  New  Caledonian 
Islands,  where  it  will  load  6,800  tons  of  chrome  ore  for  New  York.,, 
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iNCKEAsnra  pbobttctioh  of  bice  tb  brazil. 

{CoDSQl  Oeoeral  AItr«d  U  H.  Qottscbalk.  Bio  d«  Janeiro,  Aac 

The  growing  importance  of  the  rice  production  of  Brazil  and  the 
fact  that  the  country  is  rapidly  learning  to  support  itself  in  this  im- 
portant foodstuff  is  shown  oy  the  gradual  decrease  tJirough  the  years 
of  Brazilian  imports  of  rice.  The  more  recent  changes  are  indicated 
by  the  figures  for  1913  and  1914,  with  the  respective  quantities  and 
values  for  each  of  the  countries  from  which  Brazil  imports  rice. 
These  figures,  with  the  weights  given  in  kilos  of  2.204£  pounds 
each,  are: 


OoobUh  of  origtai 
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Changes  during  a  period  of  five  years  are  indicated  by  the  quan- 
tities imported  annuallv.  In  kilos  the  amoimts  were:  In  1910. 
17,3210,437;  1911,  16,532,§62;  1912,  10,226,264;  1913,  7,777,861;  1914, 

6,535,033. 

StatUtUm  for  the  Bereral  BruilUn  States. 

Rice  production  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  the  principal  center  of 
activity  in  this  resnect,  was  discussed  in  Cohwbkcx  Refubts  for  Sep- 
tember 2S,  1915.  Recent  statistics  of  the  rice  production  of  l^e  sev- 
eral States  of  Brazil  are  not  available.  The  latest,  for  1910,  in  liters 
of  0.9081  quarts  each,  are:  Para,  200,000;  Maranhao,  971,000;  Para- 
hyba,  1,950,000;  Ceara,  2,730,000;  Espirito  Santo,  24,000;  Kio  de 
Janeiro,  11,323,000;  Sao  Paulo,  62,556,000;  St.  Catharina,  1,820,000; 
Kio  Grande  do  Sul,  2,925,000:  Minas,  28,463,000. 

Later  returns  when  received  will  undoubtedly  show  large  rains  in 
the  Brazilian  production  of  rice,  the  domestic  article  gradu^y  dis- 
placing the  imported  product.  This  follows  in  line  witn  a  movement 
noticc»)le  in  certain  parts  of  the  country  to  diversify  crops  and  to 
make  certain  regions  produce  their  own  supplies  of  foodstuffis  for- 
merly imported  from  abroad. 

[A  list  of  local  Importers  of  rice  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  67,212.  Tb& 
rice  market  of  Bobia,  Brastl,  was  described  In  CoMuracB  Bepo£Ts  for  Apr.  8. 

1915.J 

Unusual  percentages  of  increase  are  shown  by  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census  in  its  preliminary  statement  of  the  1915  census  of  manu&c- 
tures  for  Anaconda,  Mont.,  in  which  figures  for  1914  are  compared 
with  those  for  1909.  The  primary  horsepower  increased  19S.4  per 
cent;  wage  earners,  158.8;  wages,  112.7 ;  capital,  91.2;  materials,  65.6; 
value  of  products,  27.6;  and  value  added  by  manufacture,  13.8  per 
cent.  The  capital  invested  increased  frvnn  $^000  to  $985,0001 
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TASHANIA'S  lUTOBTS  EROK  AUESICA  AHB  ELSEWHERE. 

[Consal  W.  A.  Bkkm,  Hobort,  Sept  7.] 

The  decrease  in  imports  into  Tasmania  for  the  year  ended  June 
30, 1915,  shows  the  ill  effects  that  Tasmania  has  suffered  on  account 
of  the  war  and  drought  It  is  considered  that  the  drought  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  greater  part  of  the  loss,  but  this,  fortunately,  is 
now  over,  and  normal  trade  conditions  should  soon  return.  The  im- 
ports for  the  calendar  year  1914  amounted  to  $4,972,235,  while  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  the  value  was  only  $3,947,972. 
Tasmania's  purchases  of  foreign  goods,  therefore,  amounted  to 
about  $1,000,000  more  during  the  first  six  months  of  1914  than 
during  the  corresponding  period  of  this  year.  As  Tasmania,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  Australia,  has  found  it  necessary  to  pur- 
chase large  quantities  of  grain  and  foodstuffs,  it  follows  that  the 
imports  of  manufactured  goods  hare  undergvme  a  far  greater  de- 
crease than  the  above  figures  would  indicate. 
In^orts  from  Valted  Matet  Show  Katerial  Xnoieau. 

In  sj)ite  of  the  heavy  losses  in  imports,  the  value  of  imports  from 
the  United  States  has  shown  a  very  material  increase,  being  $708,631 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  as  against  $576,782  for  the 
calendar  year  1914.  This  shows  that  the  United  States  increased  its 
sales  by  $131,849  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915  in  comparison  with 
die  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  This  increase  would  have 
been  much  greater  if  dipping  facilities  were  better,  since  lai^ 
quantities  oi  goods,  which  under  normal  circumstances  would  have 
arrived  and  been  delivered  during  May  and  June,  did  not  reach 
here  until  August. 

Better  Vre^ht  Serrloe  Heeded — ^ZaflaeBoe  of  Exdhanse. 

During  the  first  few  months  of  the  war  there  was  a  strong  tendency 
on  the  part  of  merchants  to  confine  their  purchases  as  far  as  ^os^ble 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  but  this  is  iH>w  practically  a  thing  of  the 
pa^  and  it  is  evident  that  merchants  are  looking  more  and  more  to 
the  United  States  to  supply  their  wants.  This  tendency  would  be- 
crane  more  marked  if  there  were  a  better  and  more  economical  freight 
service.  Under  present  conditions  merchants  often  hesitate  in  mak- 
ing purchases  from  America,  not  only  on  account  of  heavy  freight 
rates  but  because  it  is  frequently  uncertain  whether  goods  will  arrive 
within  a  reasonable  time.*  As  Hobart  is  a  regular  port  of  call  for 
mail  steamers  from  England,  merchants  can  always  count  upon  goods 
arriving  here  from  that  country  in  a  short  time  after  shipment.  This 
advantage  has  always  been  enjoyed  by  English  exportei-s,  but  it  was 
not  in  ordinary  times  so  important  as  at  the  pref^nt,  when  there  is 
such  a  shortage  of  available  freight  ships. 

In  this  connection  it  is  well  to  mention  the  high  cost  of  exchange 
on  America.  At  the  present  rates  it  adds  materially  to  the  cost  of 
American  goods.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  soon  be  adjusted. 


British  picklers  of  vegetables  and  makers  of  sauces  and  jams  have 
^een  handicapped  for  bottles  and  jars  owing  to  their  reliance  on  the 
Continent  British  imports  of  bottles  in  1913  totaled  $3,965,000,  of 
which  the  United  States  supplied  only  $15,000  wc»th. 
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TTSE  OF  VENEEBS  DT  BEAZIL. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  Morcaa  Gottschalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Sept.  i.J 

A  fairly  large  number  of  inquiries  has  readied  the  Kio  de  Janeiro 
office  concerning  the  possibility  of  introducing  veneers  of  American 
ma^  in  Brazil,  and  it  may  prove  interesting  to  the  trade  in  general 
to  have  the  following  notes  placed  on  record,  since  they  apply  not 
only  to  Brazil  but  to  most  tropical  and  subtropical  countries  in  tiie 
Western  Hemisphere. 

There  are  no  veneer  factories  in  the  immediate  district  of  this  c<hl- 
sulate  general,  though  there  are  several  lar^e  furniture  factories,  a 
number  of  them  employing  American  machinery. 

Veneered  furniture  (usually  imported  from  abroad)  is  decidedly 
unpopular,  because  the  humidity  of  the  climate  (which  Is  excessive, 
especially  during  the  summer  months)  produces  swelling  in  most 
foreign  woods  and  causes  veneers  to  "  raise." 

There  are  no  dry  houses  here.  Usually  the  kiln-dried  furniture  of 
foreign  countries  falls  far  short  of  the  local  air-dried  woods. 

FoTelgn  FnrnltiiTe  and  Znseot  Pesti — Teneeri  Little  TTied. 

A  very  formidable  objection  to  most  foreign  furniture — and  the 
writer  has  heard  this  ob]6Ction  made  particularly  to  American  office 
furniture,  which  as  regards  design  and  practicability  is  admired  by 
many — ^is  that  the  "  core "  of  most  of  the  pieces  imported  is  made 
either  of  softwood  or  of  such  inferior  hamwoods  as  to  be  utterly 
unable  to  resist  the  attacks  of  the  termite  (wood  ant)  and  other  in- 
sect peste  that  abound  here.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  local  trade 
often  copies  models  from  American  catalogue  making  them  in  na- 
tive hardwoods  throughout,  rather  than  take  the  chance  of  importing 
an  original  article  that  might  not  prove  durable  here.  These  state- 
ments  apply,  imfortunately,  to  some  of  the  best  American  office  fur- 
nitui'e,  which  has  occasionally  been  imported  here. 

A  person  who  has  canvassed  the  local  furniture  trade  thoroughly 
says  that  there  is  but  one  factory  that  he  has  seen  using  veneers  a€ 
all,  and  this  was  for  the  nuCking  of  billiard  tebles.  ^e  so-called 
"straight  work"  on  some  of  the  tables  was  veneered  in  a  wood  im- 
ported from  France  under  the  name  of  Arable  (maple).  It  resem- 
bles our  own  bird's-eye  maple,  and  is,  it  appears,  not  a  French  wood, 
but  one  imported  from  French  colonies.  The  sheets,  or  veneers, 
come  to  this  (»untry  in  2-foot  widths  and  are  cut  to  suit  the  manu< 
facturer. 

The  city  of  Sao  Paulo,  next  in  importance  to  this  as  a  furniture- 
manufacturing  center,  uses  more  of  this  veneer  than  Rio  de  Janeiro 
(perhaps  because  of  the  colder  highland  climate  there),  but  only  on 
panels  or  conspicuous  parts,  for  effect.  It  is  stated  that  the  output 
of  one  6-foot  veneer  cutter  would  more  than  supply  a  year's  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  furniture  manufacturers  of  Brazil.  It  would 
seem  that  none  of  the  thicker  veneer  stock,  of  from  ^  to  §  inch,  has 
been  seen  here;  nor  have  any  veneers  been  made  successfully  of 
Brazilian  native  woods. 
Tlae  Fnniltnre  Kade  from  Katlve  Hardwoods. 

There  are  many  beautiful  native  hardwoods,  such  as  rosewood, 
canela,  imbuya,  vinhatico,  and  the  lighter  and  more  easily  worked 
psroba,  that  are  used  extensively  here,  the  Brazilian  having  a  de- 
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cided  appreciation  for  handsome,  solid  furniture  of  hardwood,  often 
heavily  carved  or  turned.  One  of  the  largest  American  concerns 
here  recently  spent  $8,000  in  furnishing  the  offices  of  its  largest 
branch  office  in  Brazil  with  railings,  partitions,  desks,  bookcases, 
and  other  office  furniture,  all  manufactured  locally,  copied  from 
American  catalogue  models,  and  made  of  native  imbuya  wood.  The 
general  effect  is  that  of  black  walnut,  with  a  very  dark  vein  running 
uiroogh  it. 

It  is  unlikely  that  there  will  ever  be  a  demand  for  foreign  veneers 
in  commercial  quantities  here.  If  there  were,  it  is  probable  that  the 
Brazilians  would  prefer  to  import  from  Europe,  tor  a  general  be- 
lief exists  here — fostered  by  former  importations  of  cheap  American 
oak  and  other  furniture,  with  softwood  cores,  linings,  drawers,  etc. — 
that  European  furniture  and  woods  generally  are  preferable  for 
furniture  to  those  from  the  United  States,  as  b^ng  more  resistant  to 
humidity  and  insect  pests. 


SWEDISH  FCSHEST  NOTES. 

[Conrnil  Geacnl  Ernnt  L.  Harris,  Sto^btdm,  Sept  17.] 
loelaad  Hening  and  Korth  Sea  KackereL 

The  market  price  of  fish  in  Sweden  is  always  greatly  influenced 
bv  the  herring  output  of  Iceland  and  the  mackerel  catch  in  the 
North  Sea.  According  to  late  reports  the  result  of  the  herring  fish- 
ing in  the  waters  of  Iceland  has  been  better  than  last  year,  while  on 
the  other  hand  the  mackerel  caught  in  the  North  Sea  is  only  about 
one-fourth  of  the  output  of  1914.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total 
Icelandic  catch  of  herring  this  season  will  amount  to  400,000  barrels, 
or  very  much  more  than  last  year.  The  season  is  practical ly.jended 
and  most  of  the  fishing  vessels  have  left  those  waters.  Thus,  far 
only  about  7,000  barrels  of  mackerel  have  been  caught,off  thp  shores 
of  Sweden  and  Norway.  \  '  .    /  . 

Bwedifh  Industry  Expanding. 

In  Sweden  there  is  very  little  State  ownership  of  and  only  mild 
laws  governing  the  fisheries.  The  salt-water  fish  mclude  the  herring, 
cod,  mackerel,  fiounderjlobster,  and  eel,  and  there  are  also  important 
fresh-water  varieties.  The  growth  of  the  Swedish  fisheries  is  seen  in 
the  exportation  during  1913  of  400,000  c[uintals  (metric  quin- 
tal=2i^.46  pounds)  of  fresh  fi^,  whereas  in  1870  no  exportation 
iotik  place  beyond  a  few  small  shipments  of  a  special  kind  of 


TAHAXA  GAHAI  TRAFFIC  DT  Air0TrST. 

[Canal  Record  for  Oct  18.] 

The  number  of  ocean-going  vessels  passing  through  the  Panama 
Canal  duringAugust  was  161.  Of  these,  89  were  westbound  and  72 
eastbound.  The  aggregate  number  exceeded  the  total  for  all  pre- 
ceding mcmths  except  July. 

The  cargo  carried  through  the  Canal  during  August  amounted  to 
675,387  tons— 249,119  tons  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and  326,- 
218  tons  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic.  The  August  movement 
briii|;B  die  grand  total  of  cargo  ance  the  opening  of  me  Canal  up  to 

n  \ 

Digitized  by  VjOOgLC 


380 


COMHEBCE  BBP0BT8. 


DECSEASE  IH  OTTTFUT  OE  MICA  IH  INDIA. 


[CoBsnl  LacieB  Memminger,  Hadras,  Aug.  81.] 


From  the  report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines  in  India  for  1914, 
which  has  just  been  issued,  it  apjpeare  that  4  mica  mines  in  the 
Nellore  district  in  Madras  were  relmquished  and  40  were  suspended, 
and  the  output  during  the  last  five  months  of  the  year  was  only 
700  hundredweight,  as  compared  with  4,700  hundredweight  in  the 
first  seven  months.  The  demand  from  London  for  slab  mica  kept  the 
prices  of  this  grade  fairly  firm,  but  the  market  for  splittings,  espe- 
cially for  those  below  the  first  ^:ade,  was  much  reduced. 
Kioa  Industry  Suffeis  as  Kesnlt  of  War. 

As  to  the  mica  mines  for  all  of  India,  the  report  says  the  total  out- 
put was  38,189  hundredweight,  as  compared  with  43,660  hundred- 
weight in  1913,  a  decrease  of  12.51  per  cent  and  the  first  decrease 
since  1910.  The  condition  of  the  trade  was  fairly  good  during  the 
first  half  of  the  year,  prices  being  dightly  lower  than  in  1918,  which 
was  an  exceptionally  good  year.  The  trade  suffered  severely  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  the  output  fell  awav  in  consequence. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  demand  for  this  mineral  has  hitherto  come 
from  Grermany  for  use  in  its  electrical  industries.  Certain  firms 
with  German  mterests,  which  were  laige  purchasers  of  mica,  have,  it 
is  stated,  cloeed  down.  The  export  of  mica  to  other  countries  in 
Europe  was  practically  cut  off,  and  the  industry  generally  was  much 
hampered  by  the  abnormally  lugh  rates  for  ocean  freights  and  insur- 


with  regara  to  shipments  to  America^-to  which  country  consider- 
able consignments  are  sent  direct  in  normal  times — and  the  American 
market  itself  was  dull. 


TEACK-SCALE  TESTDia  EQUIFHEirr  STAHDAEBIZ^. 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  have 
recently  standardized  the  large  weights  for  test  car  No.  2,  at  St. 
Johnsbury,  Vt,  which  has  been  built  this  year.  The  adjustment  was 
accomplished  with  very  great  precision,  the  probable  error  in  the 
adjustment  of  the  total  90,000  pounds  of  large  weights  being  but  one- 
tentii  of  a  pound. 

The  weights  of  test  car  No.  1  were  re  tested  at  the  bureau  to  ascer- 
tain the  change  in  weight  that  might  have  occurred  during  the  past 
two  years  of  service.  This  test  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  loss  on  the 
total  90,000  pounds  of  weights  was  but  1.2  pounds,  an  average  of  one- 
tenth  pound  on  each  of  the  12  weights.  The  weights  are  now  hav- 
ing machine  work  done  on  them  in  order  to  provide  a  convenient 
method  of  sealing  them. 


Substantial  increases  in  the  1915  census  of  manufactures  for  the 
city  of  Joplin,  Mo.,  are  shown  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in  a  pre- 
liminary statement  comparing  the  figures  for  1914  with  those  for 
1909.  The  capital  invested  gained  35  per  cent.  Other  items  of  in- 
crease are:  Value  of  product,  43.9  per  cent;  salaries,  40.8;  wage 
earners,  39.3;  number  of  establishments,  29.9;  proprietors  and  firm 
members,  26;  wages,  25.1;  primary  horsepower,  21.7;  and  salaried 
employe^  17.2  per  cent.  ^  . 


There  was  considerable  difficulty 
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GBEEK  KASEET  POS  AXEBICAV  SUaAB. 

[Consul  Arthur  B.  Cooke,  Patras,  Sept.  21.] 

All  sugar  consumod  in  the  Patras  district  is  imported,  the  source 
of  supply  having  in  the  past  been  Austria.  The  amount  of  sugar 
annually  imported  into  the  district  through  its  several  ports  of  entry 
is,  according  to  official  statistics,  about  8,000,000  pounds. 

During  uie  first  months  of  1915  heavy  supplies  of  sugar  were 
brought  into  this  district.  For  many  months,  however,  the  import 
trade  has  been  cut  off,  and  a  shortage  of  sugar  on  domestic  markets 
seems  imminent.  Local  impoi"t  merchants  are  already  making  in- 
quiry at  the  Patras  consulate  with  a  view  to  possible  importations 
from  the  American  market. 
Andes  of  Sugar  Demanded — ^Prevailing  Prices. 

Four  grades  of  sugar  are  consumed  by  this  market:  (1)  Domino 
sugar  (small  squares),  imported  in  cases  of  50  kilos  (110  pounds) 
each;  (2)  granulated  sugar,  imported  in  bags  of  100  kilos  (220 
pounds)  each;  (3)  loose  lump  sugar,  imported  in  bags  of  100  kilos 
each;  (4)  powdered  sugar,  imported  in  small  quantities  chiefly  for 
confectioners.  The  consumption  is  fairly  equally  divided  between 
the  first  three  grades.  The  ^anulated  sugai  is  of  a  common  quality. 
The  loose  sugar  consists  of  irregular  hard  lumps  of  white  sugar,  the 
sugar  having  apparently  been  cast  into  large  cones  and  afterwards 
broken  up. 

The  police  authorities  fix  the  wholesale  and  retiul  prices  of  most 
commodities  cm  the  domestic  market.  The  price  of  sugar  at  present 
(for  all  grades  indiscriminately)  is:  Wholesale,  1.25  drachmas  per 
oke  ($0.0855  per  pound) ;  retail,  1.35  drachmas  per  oke  ($0.09234  per 
pound).  These  prices  will  apparently  soon  be  increased,  since  the 
wholewle  merchants  have  protested  that  they  can  not  profitably,  sell 
at  Uie  price  fixed. 
Imtnt         amd  Other  Clu^rei. 

The  import  duty  on  sugar  as  fixed     the  Greek  taijff  is  46 
mas  per  100  okes,  or  $3.1464  per  100  pounds.  To  this  must  be  aq^^ 
certain  surcharges  for  city  and  harbor  dues,  which  bring  the  cuar^ 
up  to  a  total  of  50.96  drachmas  per  100  okes,  or  $3.48}  per  100  poni^. 
Qieeoe  Looks  to  Importation,  from  Amerlean  Karket 

Unless  the  foreign  sugar  markets  now  closed  on  account  of  hostil- 
ities are  opened  soon,  the  Greek  importer  will  be  compelled  to  turn  to 
America  lor  supplies. 

Interested  American  firms  are  requ^ed  to  send  at  once  to  the 
Patras  consulate  samples  of  their  several  ^ades  of  sugar,  indicating 
clearly  on  each  sample  the  price  per  100  kilos  (220  pounds) .  Prices 
should  be  given  c.  i.  f.  Patras,  if  possible,  as  the  market  is  accus- 
tomed to  this,  and  it  is  difficult  for  importers  to  secure  at  this  end 
ocean  freight  rates  out  of  New  York.  Rat^  could  be  secured  by 
addressing  National  Steam  Navigation  Co.  (Ltd.)  of  Greece,  45 
Pearl  Stn^  New  York,  which  is  the  only  line  now  operating  regu- 
larly direct  to  Greece.  Samples  may  be  sent  by  parcel  post  at  the 
rate  of  $0.12  per  pound,  packages  being  limited  to  11  pounds  eadh. 
The  samples  should  be  clearly  marked  as  such. 

The  advisability  of  having  samples  of  American  sugars  at  the 
Pitras  consnlate  is  emphasized,  since  American  sugars  are  not  known 
here^  and  importers  desirs  always  to  see  samples  first,  where4his  is 
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FOBEION  TKADE  OFFOSTUMITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  tbe;  ncay  be  obtaloed  from  the  Dnrean  and  Its  braack 

offices.] 

Clues  and  gums,  No.  18932.— A  business  man  In  Scotland  has  Informed  an 
American  consular  offlcer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  maaa- 
facturers  of  gluea  and  gum. 

Fruits,  flour,  etc..  No.  18933. — The  commercial  agent  in  chnrge  of  the  Bureau's 
branch  office  in  San  Francisco  has  received  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  Norway 
which  desires  to  communicate  with  Americau  export^v  of  apples,  canned 
and  dried  fruit,  wheat  flour,  and  similar  products. 

Fountain  pens,  No.  18934. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports  that 
a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  cheap  fountain  pens. 
If  possible,  prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  British  ports. 

Machinery,  No.  18935. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Denmark  reports  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  etc.,  of  the  neces- 
sary machinery  for  the  equipment  of  a  factory  capable  of  producing  50,000 
tons  of  salt  from  sea  water  anuually.  References  are  given. 

Varnish,  No.  18936. — The  Bureau  has  received  a  letter  from  a  man  In  Italy 
who  desires  to  represent  American  manufactorers  or  exporters  of  varnish. 

References  ae  given. 

Hosiery,  No.  18937. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  from  American  manufac- 
turers of  women's  luster  ankle,  lisle,  and  cashmere  hose,  In  case  lots  of 
from  40  to  100  dozen  pairs.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  BrltUh  port 
and  for  spring  delivery. 

Chewing  gum.  No.  18M8. — An  American  consular  offlcer  in  New  Zealand  r^rts 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  secure  the  sole  agency  In  New  Zealand 
for  the  sale  of  chewing  gums.  Samples,  circulars,  prices,  etc.,  should  be  sent 
at  once. 

Cotton  yams.  No.  18039. — A  firm  in  England  has  infonned  on  American  e<»i- 
sular  offlcer  that  It  desires  to  r^reaent  American  spinners  of  cotton  yam. 

Cocoa  beans,  coffee,  etc..  No.  18940.— The  Bureau  is  Informed  by  an  Ama4ean 
consnlar  officer  In  Denmark  that  a  liusiness  man  desires  to  represent  Amerl- 
can  exporters  of  such  products  as  cocoa  beans,  coffee,  tea,  etc. 

PearUt  No.  18^1, — business  man  In  Venezuela  has  written  an  American  «m- 
siUac  officer  relative  to  on  0[^rtunlty  to  purchase  small  quantities  of 
pearls  at  greatly  reduced  prices.  He  offers  to  act  as  agent  for  pro^iectlve 
purchasers.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Oold  leaf.  No.  18842. — ^An  American  consnlar  offlcer  In  England  transmits  the 
name  of  a  dealer  who  desires  to  represent  American  mnnufacturrars  of  gcdd 
leaf.  The  man  states  tliat  lie  can  place  orders  at  once  for  large  quantities 
of  gold  leaf  for  cash,  and  desires  to  receive  samples  with  prices,  etc.  Names 
of  other  dealers  are  submitted. 

Metdllnrgical  journal?.  No.  18943. — An  American  consnlar  offlcer  In  Sjialn  reports 
that  a  commercial  organization  in  that  country  desires  to  receive  sample 
copies  of  metallut^cal  journals. 

Hats,  No,  18944. — A.  business  man  in  Denmark  has  Informed  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  purchi^  American  straw  and  felt  bats  for 
women ;  also  other  articles  used  in  tbe  mllUnery  trade.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English. 

Pap&r,  linen  (foods,  etc..  No.  18945. — ^An  American  consulor  officer  in  Brazil 
repcnrts  that  a  man  in  that  country  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers or  exporters  of  printing  paper  and  linen  goods  and  thread.  Refez^ 
ences  are  given. 

Overshoes.  No.  18946. — ^A  commission  agent  in  Spain  has  informed  an  .American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  samples,  catalogues,  price  llsta, 
etc.,  of  American  rubber  overshoes.  Correspondence,  etc.,  should  be  in 
Spanish.  Commissions  and  freight  rates  should  be  specified. 

Digitized  by  Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 


383 


BottJes,  No.  18IM7. — An  American  consular  ofllcer  in  England  states  tliat  n  firm 
iu  that  country  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  bottles  suitalile  for  con- 
tnininK  flnvorlng  extracts,  castor  oil,  etc.,  in  sizes  of  from  li  to  6  drams. 
Delivery  is  desired  In  lots  of  1,000  gross.  Best  cash  discount  sliould  be 
specified. 

Trunk  hardware.  No.  18948. — A  firm  In  Brazil  has  informed  nn  American  con- 
sular officer  ttuit  it  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price-lists,  etc.,  of  locks 
and  hardware  for  trunks  and  travelers'  bags. 

Bewing  machinet.  No.  18049. — The  Burean  is  informed  by  an  American  consular 
ofllcer  in  the  Canary  Islands  that  a  firm  desires  to  represent  a  well-liuown 
make  of  American  sewing  machines. 

Earth  for  bleaching  vegetable  oils,  No.  18850. — ^A  manufacturer  of  vegetable 
oils  in  Spain  has  informe<I  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to 
establish  commercial  relation  with  American  shippers  of  earth  used  for 
blenching  crude  vegetable  oil3.  Correspondence  may  be  in  French  or  In 
Spanish. 

Automobilet,  etc..  No.  18951. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  rq>ortd 
that  an  engineer  In  that  country  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers of  electric  vehicles,  storage  batteries,  and  supplies  for  generating 
and  utilizing  electrical  power  (not  light). 

Chemtoala,  Na  18952. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  r^orbi  that  a  firm 
In  that  country  desires  to  receive  fall  Information  relative  to  chemicals. 

AMphatt,  No.  18863. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Austria  states  that  a  com- 
mercial OTganlzatlon  in  that  country  deidres  the  names  and  addresses  of 
American  exj^rt&ca  ot  a^halt  used  in  making  varnish. 

l£aehinerv.  No.  18954.  — A  representative  of  one  of  the  South  American  Repub- 
lics reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  country  desires  to  receive  descriptive 
drcolars,  lorlces,  etc,  of  machines  for  the  atractl<m  of  oil  from  castor 
beans, 

MacMnenf,  Na  18965.— An  American  consular  offlcm-  in  Onba  repwts  that  a 
firm  desires  to  purdiase  machinery  to  be  used  in  a  plant  for  the  manu- 
facture ot  citric  add.  Further  details  aAby  be  had  on  aM>llcatloa  tOf-the 
Bureau  or  its  brancb  iMcea, 

Hides,  No.  18956.— The  commercial  agent  In  charge  of  the  Bureau's  branch 


oflice  Id  Chicago  reports  that  a  forelj^  ^resentatlve  In  that  city  d^ires 
to  dispose  of  about  10;000  first-class  dry- ■hides.  Sixty  per  cent  are  -itlnter 
hides  and  the  remainder  summer  hides.  They  average  about  21  pounds  in 
wel^t  It  Is  explained  that  shipments  in  small  lots  can  be  made  almost  Im- 
mediately. If  desired,  prices  will  be  quoted  to  include  freight  jwepald  from 
point  of  shipment  in  South  America  to  New  York. 

Paper  napkint.  No.  18957.~An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports 
-  that  a  tim  In  his  district  de^res  to  receive  prices  of  paper  napkins  with 
Japanese  figures  or  designs.   If  possible,  prices  should  be  quoted  c.  L  t 
British  ports. 

Chemical*,  No.  18958. — ^The  Bureau  has  received  a  letter  from  an  American  firm 
In  China  expressing  Its  desire  to  receive  from  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  chemicals  printed  matter  stating  the  properties  and  uses 
of  certain  chemicals.  The  firm  also  desires  to  receive  Information  regard- 
ing extracts  used  In  tanning,  such  as  quebracho,  gambler,  and  cutch;  and 
particulars  and  different  formulas  relative  to  match  making.  The  request 
Is  prompted  by  a  desire  to  satisfy  a  growing  demand  In  China  for  Amer- 
ican chemicals.  A  list  of  the  chemicals  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.   (Refer  to  file  No.  — .) 

jradUii«ry,  Na  ISE^.— The  ]3ureau  has  been  informed  by  an  American  consular 
ofllcer  In  Brazil  that  a  man  desires  to  receive  catalc^rues,  prices,  etc.,  of 
machinery,  etc.,  for  the  complete  Installation  of  a  rice  plant ;  also  all  kinds 
<rf  agricnltnral  machinery,  Inqilments,  etc.  The  consul  desires  to  receive 
diqincates  of  the  cataloe^ies  for  the  use  of  his  office^ 
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HALF-YEAE'S  TRADE  OF  RUSSIA.  ' 

[CoDSUl  General  John  H.  Snodgrass.  Uoecow,  Sept.  16.1 

■  According  to  figures  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  for 
Bussia^s  expoi-ts  across  the  Kuropean  frontier  during  the  first '^x 
months  of  1915  amounted  to  94,984,000  rubles  ($48,917,000  at  the 
normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble),  while  the  value  of  the 
total  imports  was  181,243,000  rubles  ($93,340,000).  This  shows  that 
the  value  of  the  exports  during  this  period  decreased  by  582,600,000 
rubles  ($300,039,000),  or  86  per  cent,  from  that  of  the  corresponding 
period  of  1914,  while  the  value  of  the  imports  decreased  by  528,871,000 
rubles  ($272^69,000),  or  74.5  per  cent. 

The  trade  vrith  Finland  experienced  a  considerable  development, 
the  exports  to  this  country  having  increased  by  33,833,000  rubles 
($17,424,000).    An  increase  is  noted  in  all  items  of  the  export  trade. 

The  quantity  of  grain  exported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915 
amounted  to  only  4  per  cent  of  the  total  and  to  8  per  cent  of  the 
value  of  the  exports  of  the  corresponding  period  in  1914;  the  bulk  of 
this  grain  was  exported  to  Finland.  An  increase  is  observed  in  the 
exports  of  wheat  flour,  rye  flour,  potato  flour,  starch,  fruit  and  berries, 
pork,  and  red  caviar.  The  oountries  to  which  the  goods  were  ex- 

Eorted  were  England,  France,  Roumania,  Sweden,  Serbia,  Norway, 
Denmark,  Italy,  the  United  States,  Bulgaria,  Greece,  and  Finland,  a 
considerable  increase  of  exports  being  noted  in  the  cases  of  Finland 
and  Serbia. 

A  considerable  increase  is  noted  in  the  imports  from  Sweden, 
Japan,  Bulgaria,  and  Finland,  while  imports  from  all  the  remaining 
countries  decreased.  The  greatest  value  was  represented  by  ike 
imports  from  England  ($30,622,000)  and  from  Finland"  ($17,827,000). 


mOR£M^  IN  XlOiEVaOinS  RATES  AT  NOTTDTOHAH. 

LObboI  C.  H.  HttribHottlDghADi,  England,  Oct  4.] 

-Aft  increase  w  the  telephone  rates  at  Nottingham  went  into  effect 
on  October  2.  In  some  inatiMtoes  the  charges  are  now  double  what 
they  were  before  the  increase  became  effective.  Local  calls,  which 
have  hitherto  been  2  cents,  are  now  4  cents.  Junction  calls  to  subur- 
ban points  within  a  radius  of  10  miles  have  increased  from  4  cents  to 
6  cents. 

On  trunk  calls  the  old  rates  have  been  increased  33^  per  cent,  the 
cost  of  a  3-minute  conversation  over  a  distance  of  25  miles  now 
being  8  cents;  50  miles,  16  cents;  75  miles,  24  cents;  and  100  miles,  32 
cents.  A  reduction  of  50  per  cent  is  allowed  on  trunk  calls  between 
the  hours  of  7  p.  m.  and  7  a.  m.  where  the  ordinary  charge  is  1  shil- 
ling (24  cents)  or  more. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Bomestio  Commerce. 

New  Tork,  Hoom  408  TTnited  States  Gostomhoase;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  United 
States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St  Louis,  402  Third  ITational 
Bank  Bailding;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Offloe  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hibemia 
Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhonse;  Seattle,  933  Alaska 
Building.  CooperatiTc  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chaniher  of  Commerce;  Cincin- 
nati, Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Bmurd 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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IHENCH  EMBAaOO  ON  KID  SKINS. 

[Telesram  from  American  consulate  general.  Paris,  Oct.  25,  1816.] 

Permiasiou  for  the  exportation  of  kid  skins,  raw  and  prepared, 
from  France  to  allied  countries  and  to  the  United  States  has  been 
revoked  by  an  order  dated  October  23,  1915.  [Skins  of  all  kinds 
were  placed  under  embargo  at  the  beginning  of  the  war^  but  their 
shipment  to  the  above  destinations  had  been  allowed  since  April 
16, 1915.] 

SHIPUEHTS  FAOH  RUSSIA  TO  THE  mnTED  STATES. 

[Cablegram  from  Commercial  Attache  Henry  D.  Baker,  Pefrograd,  Oct.  24.] 

Export  goods  not  required  for  military  pui^oaes  are  now  proceed- 
ing on  consignment  to  the  Secretary  of  Gommercte.  American  buyerd 
or  agents  must  arrange  to  give  guarantee  bonds  and  otherwise  con- 
form to  the  regulations.  Permits  are  being  granted  thus  far  without 
awaiting  information  whether  bonds  are  filed  in  New  York,  but 
shipments  are  allowed  only  on  allied  vessels  via  Archangel  or  Vladi- 
vostok. I  have  suggested  that  American  ships  now  obliged  to  re- 
turn from  Russia  empty  be  allowed  to  convey  exports  to  the  United 
States  the  same  as  allied  ships.  Committee  discussion  of  this  point 
is  promised  for  Wednesday  (Oct.  27).  Caviar  exports  are  now 
allowed  by  any  route  without  applying  for  permits. 


CONSiaNUEHT  TO  NETHERLANDS  OVERSEA  TRUST. 

[Telegram  from  American  Consulate  General,  London.] 

Exports  from  the  United  States  to  Holland  should  be  consigned  to 
the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust,  as  heretofore.  (See  Foreign  Tariff 
Kotes  No.  17,  p.  140.)  It  is  understood  that  the  requirement  that 
goods  from  foreign  countries  be  consigned  to  the  trust  is  not  obliga- 
tory^ under  the  terms  of  the  British  order  in  council,  but  is  highly 
advisable,  as  failure  to  consign  in  this  way  creates  presumptions  on 
the  part  of  the  British  officials  involving  detention  and  possible 
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seizure.  The  British  Foreign  Office,  under  date  of  April  27,  1915, 
sfcatetl  as  follows:  "  While  His  Majesty's  Government  do  not  require 
that  cargoes  be  consimed  to  the  trust,  they  do  accept  consignments 
in  that  form  as  proof  that  cargo  is  intended  for  bona  fide  consump- 
tion in  Holland.  This  practice  has  greatly  facilitated  and  expedited 
the  release  of  vessels  bound  for  British  ports  when  brought  in  for 
examination." 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  OSTRICH  FEATHER  MARKET. 

[Consul  B.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  Ellxabetb,  Sept  9.] 

On  the  public  market  for  the  week  ending  September  4  ostrich- 
feather  prices  in  general  were  at  least  10  per  cent  higher  than  for 
the  preceding  week.  This  week,  ending  September  11,  is  shown  a 
further  10  to  12  per  cent  increase  and  a  decidedly  firm  market. 
.  From  inquiries  made  here  it  appeal's  that  the  increased  demand  is 
caused  by  London  purchases  or  mquiries.  This  demand  appears  to 
have  been  created  by  American  purchases.  At  least  it  is  so  credited 
by  the  local  market  buyers.  With  the  existing  advantages  for  pur- 
chasing direct  through  representative  on  the  market  here  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  explain  why  American  purchasers  should  continue  to  pay  the 
additional  commission  and  expenses  incidental  to  purchases  uiroa^ 
London  dealers. 

A  comparatively  large  quantity  of  feathers  was  disposed  of  on  the 
market  this  week,  the  total  amount  being  10,600  pounds,  valued  at 
approximately  $47,000. 

Some  lots  of  Prime  Whites  sold  valued  from  $21.90  to  $37  per 
pound.  Feninas  were  sold  from  $15.80  to  $19.45.  These  naturally 
were  very  good  grade  feathers.  Ordinary  average  lota  and  ordinary 
wings  are  not  in  good  demand,  aad  Blacks,  Drabs,  and  Tails  have 
improved  very  little  in  price. 

JAFAHE8E  REBEElOHa  FOREiaH  LOANS. 

[Brtraet  firom  Japan  Oironlde.  S«pt  10,  forwarded  by  Consta  GenenI  Oeors«  H. 

ecldmore,  xokohama.] 

In  view  of  the  prevailing  slackness  of  mone^  in  Japan,  while  the 
money  market  in  London  is  maintained  firm,  it  is  reported  that  the 
Kawasaki  Doclq^ard,  Oji  Paper  Mill,  and  Kaneganichi  Spinning 
Companies,  the  Naniwa  and  Fifteenth  Banks,  and  several  other  com- 
panies  have  decided  to  redeem  their  existing  foreign  loans  either  in 
part  or  wholly  by  raising  corresponding  loans  at  home.  The  Asahi 
(Osaka)  says  that  these  foreign  loans  are  estimated  at  between 
$7,470,000  and  $9,960,000,  and  their  conversion  into  domestic  loans 
will  have  a  considerable  effect  on  the  money  market. 


The  radio  station  of  the  Signal  Corps  of  the  Army  at  N(Hne, 
Alaska,  now  maintains  continuous  service,  and  the  Signal  CorjM 
station  at  Fort  Worden,  Wash.,  is  now  open  to  general  public  service. 
The  Signal  Corps  station  at  Fort  St.  Michael,  Alaska,  has  been  dis- 
continued as  an  examination  point  where  operators  may  aecore 
licenses,  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  announces. 
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TRADE  AT  CEBTAUT  CUSTOHS  DISTBICTS. 


The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
October  23,  1915,  at  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States  were: 


Districts. 

Imports, 

Duties 
collected. 

Exports. 

$61,KS3 
2,254,454 
15,481,504 
9.W,853 
270,505 
155,472 
1,200,585 
223,455 
1,122,017 
a, 863, 015 
1,180,921 
685, 776 
651,354 

1 1  703 
2,'.'7(i..'8fl 
l.''.i,ul5 
17.J47 
S51 
UI,  -157 
l..:89 
r^\::70 
1  i,sl4 
W.  7.97 
IIJ,  ISI 
49,093 

11,390,257 
2,701,002 

67,537,135 
2,50S,SS7 
3,302,801 
1,450,339 
8,094,598 
6,560,868 
2,592,9S5 
2,790,503 
1,628,017 

130, 
8, 38^839 

28,107,814 

Z,m,763 

«,  777,016 

The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ending  October  23  in  the  13  customs  districts 
of  $70,609,402.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  91  per  cent  of 
the  import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  trans- 
actions in  July,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  October  23  amounted  to 
167,516  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1, 1915,  approximately 
M25,661  bales.   

OTTTFLOW  OF  CHILD  ABD  SIXTER  FROM  TOXOHAHA. 

[Hxtraet  fiom  jRpan  Oozette,  Sept.  17,  forwarded  by  Consul  General  George  B. 
Scldmorc,  TokoliBtua,  Soj^t.  20.]' 

The  outflow  of  gold  and  silver  from  Yokohama  during  the  first 
eight  months  of  this  year  amounted  to  $15,998,250  and  $138,444, 
respectively.  Compared  witli  the  corresponding  period  of  last  ^ear, 
there  was  an  increase  of  $14,937,610  in  gold  and  $30,378  in  silver. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  specie  this  year  was  shipped  to  the  United 
States. 

The  monthly  outflow  of  gold  from  Yokohama  during  the  past 
eight  months  was:  January,  $747,000;  February,  $1,145,400;  March, 
$2,651,850;  April,  $2.763,i>00;  Mav,  $2,490,000;  June,  $1,245,000; 
July,  $2,863,500;  August,  $2,739,000. 


OBIEITEAL  CAUFHOB  MARKET  DEFBESSED. 

[Japan  Chronicle,  Sept.  10.] 

The  Government  has  announced  that  from  October  1  the  price  of 
crude  camphor  placed  on  the  market  by  the  Monopoly  Bureau  will 
be  increased  by  $0,747  to  $28,386  per  100  pounds.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  market  for  refined  camphor  remains  depressed.  There 
are  no  buyers  of  slab  camphor  even  at  $23,157  per  100  pounds. 
Though  some  orders  ai*e  arrivinf;  from  the  tlnitwl  States,  this  is  not 
BifRcient  to  revive  the  market  to  any  appreciable  degree.  In  these 
circumstances,  camphor  refiners  will  be  put  to  considerable  diffi- 
culties. 


Digitized  by  Google 


888 


COSIMEBCB  BEPOSTS. 


ITEW  aOTEBNHENT  FTTBUGATIOirS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  October  23  the  fol- 
lowinfj  new  United  States  Government  publications  of  a  business 
character,  which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Some  Evimomic  Aspects  of  War,  a  lecture  delivered  before  the  Army  War 
College  at  Washington,  D.  C,  April  11,  1013,  by  Henry  C.  Emery,  Professor  of 
Economics  at  Yule  University,  reprint. — A  lecture  presenting  some  of  the  eco- 
nomic argumeuts  In  favor  of  a  strong  military  organization  and  treating  some- 
what on  the  subject  of  "  Preparedness."    Price,  5c. 

Testing  of  T/iermometers,  Standards  Bureau  Circular  No.  8,  r^rlnt — Cover- 
ing metlio<ls  of  testing  thermometer^  types  of  thermometers,  and  general  inspec- 
tion.   Price,  10c. 

Fusible  Tin  Boiler  Plugs. — ^An  Investigation  of  Standards  Bureau  Technologic 
Paper  53. — A  technical  work  covering  design,  construction,  types,  testing,  etc 
Price,  20c. 

Resistanee  of  Radiotelegraphic  Antenna*. — Note  on  the  Standards  Borean 
Scientific  Paper  257. — A  technical  discussion  on  the  resistance,  with  fwmulas 
and  charts.   Price,  6c. 

Floto  of  Beat  through  Furnace  WaUa,  Mines  Bureau  Bulletin  8,  reprint — 
Gorers  construction,  position,  and  use  of  furnaces  tar  heating  purposes,  etc 
Price,  6c. 

Heat  TrantmiaaUm  through  BoUer  TubCB,  Mines  Tecbnical  Pap&c  114.— A 
study  of  the  transmission  of  heat  into  boiler  water,  with  a  definition  of  heating 
plate  and  surfaces,  etc.  Price,  10c. 

Navigation  Lawa  of  the  VnUed  Btatea,  lSi5.— Embrat^i^  Vessels,  Heasuire- 
meot,  Documents,  Officers,  Seamen,  In^>ection,  ^lasengm.  Tonnage,  etc.  Price, 
?1,  cloth. 

Cultivation  of  Peppermint  and  Spearmint,  Farmers'  Bulletin  894. — An  addl- 
tlon  to  the  works  on  medtclnal  plants,  embracing  description  of  the  plants,  cul- 
tural requirements,  yield,  cost  and  prices.  Price,  6c 

School  System  of  Ontario,  with  special  reference  to  Rural  Schools,  Education 
Bureau  Bulletin  32,  1915.--<7over8  general  system  of  rural  life  condltlwis  in 
Ontario  and  description  of  the  Rural  School  system.  Price,  15c 

Public  Schools. — Statistical  Study  of  Southern  Appalachian  Mountains,  Bdu- 
catlon  Bureau  Bulletin  11,  191S. — Covers  general  characteristics,  illiteracy, 
teachers,  school  expenditures,  etc.  Price,  20c. 

Training  of  Elementary  School  Teachers  in  Mathematict  in  countries  repre- 
sented  in  the  International  Commission  on  the  Teaching  of  Mathematics,  Edu- 
cation Bureau  Bulletin  39,  1915.   Price,  10c. 

Foreign  Credits,  a  study  of  the  foreign  credit  problem  with  a  review  of  Euro- 
pean methods  of  financing  export  shipments.  Special  Agents  Series  No.  62,  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  r>omestic  Commerce. — Covers  the  German  methods  of 
financing  foreign  shipments,  English  banks,  and  the  financing  of  exports  through 
London,  England,  French  elforU  and  Improved  foreign  credit  facilities  with 
a^?c»ct  of  the  problem  in  America,  etc  Price,  30c. 


SWEDEN'S  L&EOEST  PAFEK  MUX  COHFLETED. 

[Cbarg«  d'Affolres  Jefferson  Caffefy.  American  t^tton,  Stockholin,  Sept  16.] 

The  largest  paper  mill  in  Sweden,  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
world^s  foremost  in  point  of  technical  perfection,  has  just  been 
finished  in  the  town  of  Halista.  The  situation  is  favorable  because 
of  the  good  harbor,  easy  communication  with  Stockholm,  and  posd- 
bilities  of  procuring  cheap  power.  Dwelling  will  be  erected  for  tiie 
employees.  A  concrete  quay  310  meters  (1,017  feet)  long  has  been 
constructed,  the  water  being  deep  enough  for  large  vessels.  The 
factory  has  machinery  of  the  most  modem  character. 
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Details  showing  the  value  of  merchandise  imported  from  and 
exported  to  each  of  the  principal  countries  during  August  and  the 
eight  months  ended  with  August,  1915,  compared  with  correspond- 
ing periods  of  the  preceding  y^oar,  have  been  coinpleted  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  as  follows: 


H<mtho( 

Anmst— 

8  monOis  ended  with 
August— 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1916 

mrosTs  noK— 

Grand  divistoos: 

S5O,S20,S86 

•38, 142, 368 

1565,147,023 

8361,389,547 

39,217,253 

46, 104, 723 

309,480,732 

354,397,501 

16,095,782 

22,280,972 

157,448,040 

lOd  ^0  1TR 

SO,  629, 273 

31, 438, 884 

190,907,276 

184,017,963 

3,514,573 

2, 440, 859 

■K),  DOif,  UdI 

690,143 

1, 396,896 

15,050,346 

22,941,588 

130,767,890 

141,604,202 

1,270,361,263 

1,150,858,760 

PriDCtpal  ooontiles: 

ML  £05 

113,061- 

12,802,157 

4,640,168 

%S39,14S 

76,366 

2S,  184,003 

1,771,434 

6,902,603 

7,538,836 

77, 309, 772 

46,094  257 

>,  400, 043 

725,244 

ll'J,  S87,S98 

36,810|943 

Italy  

3,445,S2S 

2,094,413 

»i,!!.S7,  465 

84,496,134 

3, 446, 031 

1,831,813 

2-1,  -lis,  125 

17,271,961 

1,071,991 

660,771 

e,  714,829 

4,617,563 

740, 76S 

440,124 

12,09(i,aH 

912,373 

G14,323 

1,168,911 

7, 240,  SOS 

7,604,839 

18,680,932 

194, 70S, 846 

161,737,848 

Canada  , 

15,550,050 

15,863,733 

105, 500, 085 

101,360,083 

OfVQOmVlffi 

61,511, 138 

M,  846, 463 

Cuba  

14,524,319 

17,411  854 

111,  633,063 

166,176,836 

4, 173, 415 

&  314, 693 

«,  751,673 

61,363,380 

5,0M,398 

t,  998,401 

02,633,412 

00,65^308 

2,482, 149 

4, 616, 13S 

25,465,Sn) 

S2,32KS21 

India,  Brltbb  

4,400,701 

7, 358, 316 

52, 794, 013 

4^  736,363 

10  068  124 

10,003, 178 

68,737,063 

0%  763,066 

751,888 

078,611 

14,270,600 

21,996,023 
• 

BXPOETH  TO— 

Gnuid  divisions! 

48, 875, 232 

172, 495, 744 

783,921,580 

1,634,693,473 

47,670, 215 

62, 072, 288 

333,212,608 

335,037,390 

5,312,457 

13, 450, 247 

65,403,666 

86,595,808 

3,780,548 

10, 268, 041 

AT  Rin  OTA 

3,306,885 

9, 269, 451 

49,936,301 

62,005,215 

Afrim  

1,413,157 

3, 469, 181 

17,064,793 

22,333,868 

110,367,494 

261,024,950 

1,311,349,056 

2,231,808,065 

Principal  fioimtilcs— 

6,608 

12,798,495 

43,334 

432,537 

1,490,830 

32,696,395 

14,057,335 

7,430,800 

2S,  884,743 

75,fW7,804 

233,408,123 

68,737 

38,7*3 

156,038,920 

11,688,510 

1,160,336 

19,511,875 

80,296,253 

160,ljl,448 

2,624,488 

6,744,829 

60,672,403 

108,702,287 

1,077,250 

1,618,414 

6,700,860 

37,840,068 

76,681 

9,723,510 

16,074,084 

68,660,085 

312,723 

4,358,332 

7,985,212 

61,703,589 

33,051, 2£0 

93,583,312 

331,539, 577 

764,090,545 

33,404,309 

34,7tH;,3(M 

219.9S.S.(;97 

209,102,900 

2,520,130 

:i,M'>,577 

22.  mi,  281 

26,189,017 

6,160,893 

8.110,'J47 

42,y().»,089 

64,446,981 

971,120 

4,m,m 

19,648,581 

31,140,868 

1,604,207 

^055,434 

15,973,222 

21,077,463 

Cbina  -.  

003,069 

1,838,762 

15,045,153 

13,642,517 

450,353 

1,001,051 

6,403,459 

0,679,438 

1,694,620 

3,088,981 

23,825,645 

28,677,007 

1,825,453 

6,285,223 

28,258,032 

34,190^998 
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JAPAITESE  USE  TO  BUT  UOBE  STS&HSEIFS. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Bcldmore,  Yofcohama,  Tapao  Sept  34.] 

The  president  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  -which  recently  pur- 
chased the  Pacific  Mail  steamship  Persia^  announces  that  his  com- 
pany has  entered  into  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  two  other 
Pacific  Mail  steamships  of  10,000  tons  each,  now  under  construction 
in  San  Francisco.  It  is  intended  to  put  these  ships  on  the  Pacific 
with  the  others  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  fleet. 

The  company  announces  that  its  bookings  for  the  next  five  or  six 
steamers  out  of  San  Francisco  are  already  fully  taken,  and  that  it 
will  do  everything  possible  to  increase  accommodations  to  cope  with 
the  traffic,  especially  for  the  coronation.  At  present  the  demand 
exceeds  the  accommodations. 

The  negotiations  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha 
with  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  have  been  dropped,  according  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  though,  he  acknowledges 
that  an  amalgamation  of  all  three  Japanese  companies— 4;he  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha,  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,  and  the  Toyo  Kisen 
Kaisha — would  be  of  mutual  advantage. 

[Bstract  from  Japan  Advertiser,  Sept  28.] 
Joint  Schedule  Arranged  1>7  Two  Lines. 

A  joint  schedule  for  liners  running  between  San  Francisco,  Yoko- 
hama, aud  Hongkong  is  now  being  arranged  by  the  Toyo  Kisen 
Kaisha  and  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha.  It  is  now  known  that  the 
Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  has  decided  to  put  two  of  its  vessels,  the 
Panama  Sfaru  and  the  Seattle  Maru,  on  the  San  Francisco  run,  while 
two  other  ships  will  be  added  to  its  Tacoma  and  Seattle  line — the 
T.odsan  Maru  and  the  Keishin  Mam. 

The  schedule  agreement  between  the  two  companies  will  name  the 
dates  for  the  sailings  of  five  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  ships,  the  SMnyo 
Maru,  the  Tenyo  Maru^  the  Chiyo  Maru,  the  Nippon  MarUy  and  the 
Persia.  Arrangements  will  be  made  later  for  the  new  liners  that  the 
T.  K.  K  expects  to  place  on  the  San  Francisco  run  in  the  near  future. 

The  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  ships  on  the  new  line  will  make  Hono- 
lulu a  port  of  call  both  ways.  The  O.  S.  K.  plans  at  first  to  have  one 
ship  leave  Yokohama  for  San  Francisco  every  month,  and  more  shi]^ 
may  be  added  to  the  line  later.  Running  from  San  Francisco  to 
Japan,  their  cargoes  will  consist  largely  of  raw  cotton. 

On  the  O.  S.  K.'s  Tacoma  and  Seattle  line  there  will  be  the  Canada 
Maru,  the  Tacoma  Maru,  the  two  new  liners  the  Hawaii  Maru  and 
ManUa  Maru,  the  Todzan  Maru,  which  will  leave  Yokohama  for 
Tacoma  and  Seattle  about  October  5,  and  the  Keishin  Maru,  which 
will  sail  about  October  15. 

[Extract  from  Japan  CbEonlcl^  Sept  M.] 

Japanese  Shipping  In  Prosperons  State. 

The  prosperous  state  of  Japanese  shipping  may  be  seen  in  the 
recovery  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  from  its  former  condition.  Ne- 
gotiations for  amalgamation  with  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  and  the 
Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  having  come  to  nothing,  the  company  was 
nearly  at  the  end  of  its  tether.  Owing  to  the  prosperity  brought  to 
Japanese  shipping  by  tlie  war,  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  will,  if  the 
present  state  of  things  continues,  become  a  very  profitable  concenL 
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The  bulk  of  the  profits  of  the  Toyo  Kisen,  it  is  stated,  have  been 
reaped  on  the  San  Francisco  service,  from  which  British,  German, 
and  other  steamers  were  withdrawn  in  consequence  of  hostilities. 
In  view  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  from 
that  service,  a  further  improvement  of  the  Toyo  Kisen's  position 
will  be  shown  in  the  business  returns  for  the  next  term.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  company  will  hold  a  practical  monopoly  of  the  San 
Francisco  service  as  long  as  the  war  lasts. 

The  Asahi  (Osaka)  (Quotes  Mr.  Shiraishi,  managing  director  of 
the  Toyo  Kisen,  as  saying  that  though  the  company  has  long  suf- 
fered losses,  it  has  made  an  unexpectedly  good  showing  for  the 
last  term.  The  company's  debentures  and  loans  amounted  to  $4,- 
332,600  at  the  beginnmg  of  the  last  terra,  but  decreased  to  $3,635,400 
by  the  end  of  the  term.  If  things  continue  as  they  stand,  it  is 
hoped  to  redeem  loans  to  the  extent  of  about  $498,000  each  term, 
so  that  the  greater  part  of  the  indebtedness  may  be  cleared  off  in  a 
few  years. 

[Recent  dispatches  published  in  Comhebcb  Kepobts,  in  regard  to  the  subject 
of  Japanese  shipping  on  the  Pacific,  were  In  the  issues  of  October  4,  S,  7.  and  14.] 


C0M7BESSI7E  STRENGTH  OS*  HOBTABS  AND  CONCBETES. 

Contractors,  engineers,  and  users  of  cement  will  be  interested  in  a 
publication  recently  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards 
on  the  compressive  strength  of  Portland  cement  mortars  and  con- 
cretes. 

Concrete  differs  from  most  structural  materials  in  that  it  is  not 
manufactured  at  a  mill  or  plant  according  to  chemical  formula 
under  the  observation  of  skilled  specialists,  subject  to  rigid  inspection 
and  test  and  such  control  as  to  produce  a  uniformly  homogeneous 
[voduct;  nor  is  the  process  of  manufacture  completed  in  a  few  hours 
or  days,  as  in  the  case  of  steel  products.  Furthermore,  concrete  is 
made  from  materials  obtained  from  sources  differing  widely  in  char'- 
acteristics  which  affect  its  quality.  The  proportions  of  the  ingredi- 
ents; the  amount  of  water  used  in  mixing;  the  thoroughness  of  mix- 
ing; the  manner  of  placing;  the  atmospheric  temperature  and  humid- 
ity; exposure  to  sun,  rain,  and  wind;  immersion  in  fresh  water,  sea 
water,  or  otlier  natural  solutions — all  affect  the  quality  of  the  con- 
crete. 

This  paper  contains  the  results  of  some  20,000  tests.  It  shows  the 
general  effect  of  variation  in  the  methods  of  preparing  the  concrete 
and  suggests  the  proper  methods  to  follow  in  order  to  obtain  the  best 
quality. 

The  paper  states  that  certain  generaliy  accepted  methods  of  tenting 
3ggrcgJites  and  proportioning  mixtures  are  incorrect  and  suggests 
methods  of  selecting  concrete  aggregates,  proportioning  the  mixtiu-e, 
mixing,  placing,  and  curing.  Copies  of  this  publication.  Techno- 
logic Paper  No.  58,  may  be  obtained  by  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Standaras,.  Washington,  D.  C. 


A  British  Trade  Exposition  at  Glasgow  in  1916  is  recommended 
by  the  Glasgow  Municipality. 
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FIEST  FORECAST  OF  IKSIAH  COTTON  CROP. 

[Consul  General  James  A.  Smith,  Calcutta,  8«pt  18.] 

The  first  official  forecast  of  Indians  cotton  crop  for  the  season 

1915-lC  has  just  been  made  public.  It  is  based  upon  reports  fur- 
nished by  Provinces  that  comprise,  on  the  average,  about  76  per  cent 
of  the  entire  cotton  area  of  India.  It  relates  generally  to  sowings 
up  to  the  end  of  July,  no  attempt  being  made  at  this  stage  to  estimate 
the  probable  outturn.  The  returns  show  that  an  area  of  11,847,000 
acres  has  been  sown  this  year  as  against  15,187,000  acres  on  the  corre- 
sponding date  last  year,  a  falling  oflf  of  22  per  cent.  The  decr^ise 
is  most  noticeable  in  Ajmer-Merwara  (60  per  cent),  Kajputana  (43 
per  cent),  the  Punjab  (41  p^r  cent),  the  United  Provinces  (38  per 
cent),  Central  India  (22  per  cent),  Bombay  and  Burma  (20  per  cent 
each) ,  Hyderabad  and  Bihar  and  Orissa  ( 19  per  cent  each) .  the  Cm- 
tral  Provinces  and  Berar  ( 11  per  cent) .  Madras  shows  an  increase  of 
74  per  cent  and  Mysoi-e  of  73  per  cent. 

As  presented  in  the  Indian  (Government)  Trade  Journal,  the 
acreage  under  cotton  at  the  date  of  the  first  forecast  for  the  last 
three  seasons  was : 


ProvbKMand 
StaUs. 


(Dee- 


Bombaj 

can) a  

Centr&l  Prov- 

InoesandBerBT. 

Madras  

Punjab  a  

United  Provinces 

Bonna  

Bibar  and  Orissa. 
B«igal>  


1S15-16 


Aera. 
1,429,000 
113,000 

ioe,om 

085,000 
050,000 
232,000 
67,000 
80,000 


1914-16 


Acra. 
1,794,000 

4,646,000 

61.001 
1,S31,000 
l,n9!),000 
201,000 

S3, 000 


1913-14 


ACTtl. 

l,6»,O0O 

4,503,000 
109,000 
1,!11M,000 
1,573,000 

2:j:>,0oo 
K4,000 
SS,000 


ProvinoM  and 
Stales. 

1915-10 

1914-15 

1913-14 

Acret. 

Aerti. 

Aera. 

Norttnrast  fron- 

tier   

54,000 

S8,000 

ST,  on 

AJmer-lfervora. . 

8,000 

!O,0O0 

33,000 

32,000 

32,000 

3^,000 

Hyderabad  

2,206,000 

2,  sat,  000 

Centriil  India  

1,000.000 

bl, 367, 000 

1,328,000 

Rajpuiana  

210,000 

360,000 

388,000 

19,000 

11,000 

i5,ooa 

Total  

llMtJOBO 

14,83^009 

•  IndadinKiisUvfl  States. 

b  Revised  flnires.  The  flcures  given  In  the  flnt  forecast  of  1914-15  (namdy,  800,000  acres  for  Coitnl 
India  and  14,no,000  for  grand  total)  excluded  the  Indm  and  Bundelkfaand  States  In  Cnizal  India,  (ran 
wliloli  returns  were  not  recatred  In  time. 

The  decrease  in  the  area  sown  this  year  is  attributed  chiefly  to 
low  prices  and  to  some  extent  to  the  late  arrival  of  the  monsoon  in 
Northern,  Western,  and  Central  India.  The  present  condition  of 
the  crop  is  reported  to  be  generally  from  fair  to  good,  except  in  the 
Punjab,  where  the  crop  has  been  affected  by  the  absence  of  rain  in 
June  and  July. 

POBESTBY  COHUISSION  IN  VEHEZITELA. 

[CooBBl  Homer  Brett,  La  Guaira,  Sept  27.J 

The  Venezuelan  Government  has  just  created  a  rontral  Goniini8»<Hi 

of  Forestry  and  Water  Supplies  to  fulfil  the  duties  indicated  by  its 
name.  The  address  of  the  body  is  "  La  Comision  Central  de  Monies 
y  Aguas,  Ministerio  de  Fomento,  Caracas."  The  officers  are  Dr. 
Elias  Toro,  botanist;  Dr.  E.  Pino  Pjiu,  entomologist;  Dr.  A.  P. 
Moro,  agricultural  chemist;  Dr.  German  Stelling,  forester.  Other 
members  are  Dr.  Alexandre  Vargas,  attorney;  Dr.  A.  Camivali  M; 
Sr.  Don  Henrique  Eraso;  Dr.  Samuel  Mario  Maldonado;  and  Gen. 
P.  Guiseppi  Monagas. 
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HBW  WATEBWOBXS  FOB  IA008,  HIOISIA. 

[CoDKol  W.  J.  Terby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  Sept  9.] 

It  has  been  officially  announced  that  the  Lagos  waterworks,  which 
were  begun  in  October,  1910,  may  now  be  considered  as  nearly  com- 
pleted and  are  about  ready  to  supply  the  town  (of  approximately 
75,000  population)  with  an  abundance  of  good,  fresh  water.  The 
water  is  drawn  from  the  Iju  River.  The  pumping  plant  consists 
of  two  driving  engines  and  three  forcing  engines;  the  former  are 
coupled  through  helical  ^ar  to  three  throw-well  pumps.  The 
capacity  of  each  set  of  pumps  is  5,000  gallons  per  minute;  one  set 
will  be  ample  to  do  the  work. 

The  filters  are  eight  in  number,  the  area  of  each  being  820  square 

J'ards;  the  depth  of  filtering  sand  is  2  feet  6  inches.    The  water  is 
et  onto  the  mters  by  floating  arms  at  top  water  level,  which  is  4 
feet  above  the  sand.   The  filters  are  working  most  satisfactorily. 

KaUs  and  Distribatlon  f  ipex — Capacity  and  Cost. 

■  From  the  service  reservoir  tiie  water  is  conveyed  to  Lagos  by  a 
28-inch,  cast-iron  main  71,872  feet  in  length.  This  main  ends  at 
Ebute  Metta,  and  from  there  the  main  is  24  inches  to  the  center  of 
Lagos,  making  a  total  distance  of  81,550  feet.  The  total  length  of 
the  distribution  pipes  will  be  28  miles.  There  will  be  200  4-way 
street  fountains  and  more  than  350  fire  hydrants.  The  head  of 
water  in  the  mains  will  average  169  feet. 

The  capacity  of  the  scheme,  which,  as  completed,  can  supply 
water  to  about  115,000  inhabitants,  is  about  2,250,000  gallons  per 
dav.  The  cost  will  be  under  £313,000  ($1,523,058),  repi-esenting  a 
saving  of  about  £26,000  ($126,516)  on  the  estimate.  With  an  addi- 
tionalexpenditure  of  about  £25,000  ($121,660),  the  capacity  could  be 
increased  to  3,000,000  gallons  daily. 


CHEESE  SHORTAGE  IH  AVSTBAUA. 

[Commercial  Attache  William  C.  Downa,  Melbourne,  Se&t.  23.] 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  census  of  food  supplies  in  Aus- 
tralia, compiled  by  virtue  of  an  order  in  council  which  nas  just  been 
made  pubbc,  910,000  pounds  of  cheese  were  held  in  stock  on  July  31 
last.  It  is  estimated  that  from  30  to  40  per  cent  of  the  dairy  cattle 
in  the  Commonwealth  have  been  lost  in  consequence  of  the  drought, 
and  that  with  the  limited  milk  supply  an  output  of  only  13,000,000 
pounds  of  cheese  can  be  expected  for  1915.  The  annual  consumption 
m  Australia  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  18,000,000  pounds. 

Stocks  of  butter  amounted  to  854,000  pounds.  The  consumption  of 
this  article  in  1913  was  123,000,000  pounds,  the  production  being 
199,000,000  pounds.  On  account  of  the  loss  of  dairy  cattle  the  pro- 
duction for  1915  will  probably  not  exceed  130,000,000  pounds,  so  that 
while  supplies  are  ample  for  home  consumption  very  little  butter  will 
be  available  for  export.  In  the  fiscal  year  1914-15  Australia  exported 
domestic  butter  to  the  value  of  $12,950,550. 

(The  scarcity  of  batter  In  Anstralin  and  the  shipment  of  Amerlcnn  butter 
thither  dnriDg  recent  utouths  was  noted  la  Coumkbcb  Repobtb  for  Aog.  25, 
1915.] 
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]ff£W  zEALAin)  Btrsnrsss  for  first  hai.f  tear. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winalow,  Auckland,  Sept  13.] 

Business  conditions  in  New  Zealand  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1915  have  been  very  satisfactory,  with  a  good  outlook.  Trade 
balances  exceeded  tliose  of  any  other  like  period  in  the  history  of 
the  country,  with  large  bank  balances.  There  seems  to  be  confidence 
in  the  future,  and  the  Government  has  decided,  notwithstuiding  the 
war,  to  go  on  as  usual  with  internal  improvements,  having  de- 
termined to  place  a  local  loan  of  $9,783,000  at  4}  per  c«it.  Crop 
prospects,  because  of  the  abundant  rainfall,  are  above  the  average 
for  this  time  of  year,  and  the  farmers  are  planning  an  increased 
seeding  for  the  year. 

Importi  Show  Harked  Deerease. 

The  imports  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  amounted  to  $46,275,- 
486  (including  specie  valued  at  $2,854,538),  against  $55,595,358 
(including  specie  valued  at  $2,433,323)  for  a  like  period  in  1914, 
showing  a  decrease  of  $9,319,873  for  the  period.  The  following  table 
gives  the  value  of  monthly  imports,  compared  witii  1914: 


Uontbs. 

1914 

1916 

S1%M3,OO0 

9,208,377 
9,891,903 
7,02^694 
7,641,473 
8>  788,989 

88,483,79 
S,«68,4BS 
9,Ma,7G8 

7,076, m 
7,»i,9a> 
7,aoi.iai 

April  

May  

«,  695,158 

4S,375,48t 

The  table  below  gives  the  countries  supplying  the  greater  part  of 
the  above  imports,  showing  clearly  the  trend  of  the  business. 


Imported  from— 

Biz  months  coded 
June  30— 

Imported  from— 

Six  mootln  andtd 
June  30— 

1914 

IBIS 

1S14 

UU 

IB,  £81, 627 
360,578 

050,544 
254,  ()93 
3S5,4S5 
1,786,244 

88,188,408 

5,500 

1,354,040 
507,324 
182,766 
7,553 

8331,106 

'  342,037 
47,560 
29,822,410 

4,861,808 
917,831 

8431, 4U 

IBS,  m 

53,23a 
22,032,855 

3,404,093 
1,310,063 

Canada; 

Unit«d  States: 

West  coest  

There  was  a  decided  increase  from  Canada,  which  is  partly  ac- 
counted for  by  American  goods  being  forwarded  through  the  Cana- 
dian ports  of  Montreal  and  Vancouver,  the  ports  of  sailing  of  two 
direct  lines  to  New  Zealand.   The  United  States  shows  a  marked 

fain  on  the  west  coast,  with  a  corresponding  loss  on  tlie  east  coast. 
'hei*e  should  have  been  a  gain  all  round  had  business  been  pushed 
here  thoroughly  and  as  the  market  would  warrant. 

ComparatlTe  Value  of  Frtnelpal  Artloles. 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  value  of  many  of  the 
more  important  items  for  the  period  under  consideration.  It  merits 
careful  study  by  intei-ested  manufacturers  and  exporters. 
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Agriciiltiirat  nuohliury  

Barbed  wire  

Bar,  bolt,  rod  Inm  

Bentlne  

B^cles  (tacludfiig  niotorcy> 

Books,  papers,  musio  

Boots  ftDaabooa  

Candles  

Canvas  , 

Carbide  ol  calcium  

Canwt  and  oOdoth  

Caatte  oU  

Ccoient  

China  and  earthenwan  

Ciearett€8  

Cigars  and  snuS  

Coal  

Cmttap)  and  twine  

Corn  aaelA  voolpaeks  

Corrugated  sheet  Iron  

Cotton  piece  goods  

Heir;  machinery  

Drapery,  not  oiuterwtoe  enu- 
merated   

Electric  machine^  

Fencing  wire....  

Foodstulia  

Furniture  

Qas  engines,  etc.  

01881  and  glasiran  

Gnaaes    

Hardware  

Hate  and  caps  

HoriMT....r  


Six  nionllis  ended 


1914 


$414, r«2 

13fl, 790 
48.S431 
1,253,  U7 

1S1,548 
588,252 
607,169 

94,3S1 
279,074 
107,253 
443,328 

64,418 

62,145 
299,338 
M2,245 

81,052 
l,fi45,970 
202, 217 
871,206 
710,643 
1,920,189 
186,868 

641,297 
1,109, 177 
315, SAB 
2,873,320 
125,  Gg9 
392,128 
463, 174 
W.770 
941,308 

504,948 


1015 


J179,817 
79, 290 
321, 14S 
997,842 

107,661 
46A,193 
798, 797 

8S,025 
222,603 

98, 449 
334,253 

89,237 

19,310 
183,lSi9 
453, 43t! 

39,384 
1,011,171 
168,867 
920,163 
369,533 
1,960,041 

83,196 

439,676 
679,500 
163,023 
3,017,712 

73,134 
255,588 
331,320 

13,690 
549,267 
231,016 
431,420 


AitWea. 


India  rubber  goods,  not  In- 
cluding ifres  

Kerosene  

Lead  

Leather  

Leather  manulactures  

Linen  piece  goods  

Linseed  o0  

Uauures  

Hatches  and  vestas  

Millinery  

MlniDK  mBChinery  

Motor  vehicles  

NaUs  

Fahits,  colors,  vamista  

Paper,  printing  

Paper,  other  

Pianos  

Pig  and  scrap  iron  

Pipes  and  fittings  

Railway  and  tramway  plant . 

Seeds,  grass,  clover  

Sewing  machines  

Silk  piece  goods  

Spirits,  wine,  etc  

stationery  

Tea,  coffee,  etc  

Timber,  bewnand  sawn  

Tin,  sheet  and  hloek  

Tobacco  

Tools  

Turpentine  

WeMiug  apparel  

Woolen  piece  goods  


Six  moatba  flndal 
JoBalE^ 


UU 


?112 
I 

ao 

'J-l, 
2.V.\ 

n. 

2,150, 
143, 
463, 

530, 
256, 
24(i, 
120, 
601. 
2513, 
SOS, 

111, 

297. 


1,253, 
1,058, 
319, 
S5G, 
■366, 
31, 
3,256, 
1,044, 


l»U 


S05,631 
42ft, 7«3 

96,250 
309,675 
136, 719 

89,933 

93,758 
728,354 

60,053 
19-1, 963 
110,864 
1,530,206 
120,747 
339,469 
682,038 
219,713 
163,195 
103,209 
470,600 
418,787 
520,899 

81,42S 
379,139 
1,037,440 
218,160 
1,147,326 
697,476 
210,564 
748,113 
229,397 

29,471 
2,051,750 
749,168 


Of  the  above  items,  wearing  apparel  was  imported  during  June, 
1916,  to  the  value  of  $21,291  against  $324,396  during  June,  1&14; 
plain  fencing  wire,  $28,751  against  $56,904;  pig  and  scrap  iron, 
$9,437  against  $29,535 ;  tinplate,  $23,768,  against  $35,428;  and  chassifi, 
$182,829  against  $342,003. 


Exports  ftom  K«w  Zealand. 


The  exports  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  show  a  slight  increase 
over  the  like  period  of  1914,  as  shown  by  the  following  table : 


Months. 


January  

FabrruuT.. 
Harch..... 

Jona  

Total 


1914 


113,965,959 
16,209,954 
18, 489,357 
15,287,594 
13,716,843 
8,674,551 


86,341.358 


191S' 


S14,609,Sn 

10,471,903 
30,495,318 
13,774,404 

9, 242.710 
8,884,704 


80,478,775 


Heavy  shipments  of  frozen  meat  are  going  forward  during 
September  that  are  expected  to  increase  materially  the  favorable 
balance  for  1915,  with  bright  prospects  for  the  future. 
What  American  Interests  Have  Done. 

American  manufacturers  and  exporters  have  been  securing  an 
increased  amount  of  New  Zealand  business,  but  they  do  not  seem  to 
be  awake  to  the  possibilities  and  present  demands  of  this  market 
They  have  been  letting  the  bu^ness  men  of  this  country  go  after  the 
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supplies  instead  of  brining  their  goods  here  or  coming  after  the 
business.  A  few  active  American  salesmen,  with  samples,  could  do 
wonderB  toward  increasing  American  shipments  to  this  Dominion. 
During  the  past  week  three  steamers  arrived  at  Auckland  from  New 
York  loaded  with  American  goods,  and  two  are  now  loading  on  the 
west  coast  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  for  New  Zealand,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  regular  steamers  from  that  coast  every  two 
weeks. 

What  ITew  Zealanders  Expect. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Auckland  Star,  a  leading  daily 
of  this  city,  in  its  report  of  the  speech  made  Prime  ]Vfinist«r 
Massey  during  the  budget  debate  in  Parliament,  indicates  how  the 
interests  here  view  United  States  markets  and  how  they  propose  to 
secure  them.  This  points  to  a  larger  market  for  American  goods  in 
New  Zealand: 

Mr.  Massey  expressed  tlie  opialon  that  there  would  be  a  decrease  In  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  past  customers  for  our  produce  In  the  future — ^be  spobe  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  but  other  markets  were  opening  up.  By  the  opening  up  of 
the  Panama  Canal  there  was  presented  to  ne  the  whole  of  the  Atlantic  portion 
of  America  as  o  market  He  believed  we  should  get  full  value  for  our  outlay 
at  the  Panama  Exhibition.  The  success  of  our  exhibits  bad  been  phenomenal, 
and  be  was  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  our  exhibits  there  letbould  be  followed 
np  by  increased  efforts  to  promote  trade.  He  was,  In  fact,  going  to  ask  the 
Government  to  send  a  live  commercial  man,  one  of  the  best  they  conld  And,  to 
represent  ns  Ih  the  eastern  States  of  America,  where,  he  believed,  we  should 
And  a  particularly  good  market  He  believed  In  doing  business  with  the  people 
of  our  own  blood,  but.  If  we  could  not  find  a  market  among  them,  we  could  do 
the  next  best  thing — we  could  go  where  the  language  Is  the  same  and  where 
the  population  was  mostly  of  the  same  stock  as  ourselves. 

The  Outlook — American  Exporters  Should  Aot  Promptly. 

Tliere  is  a  s|^endid  opening  here,  and  it  behooves  Americans  to 
make  the  most  of  it.  The  large  excess  of  exports  over  imports  ma^ 
it  easy  for  the  New  S^aland  people  to  buy  what  is  necessary.  The 
decline  in  imports  has  not  been  due  to  a  shortage  of  money,  but  to 
the  disturbed  source  of  supply.    Orders  have  gone  forward  as  a 

f eneral  thing  to  the  regular  English  houses,  only  to  be  turned  down 
or  the  present — often  with  a  promise  to  fill  them  in  the  near  future, 
if  possible.  The  New  Zealand  merchant  has  waited  until  his  ware- 
rooms  and  stores  are  depleted  and  now  hardly  knows  where  to  turn. 
This  situation  calls  for  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  American  ex- 
porters if  they  are  to  make  the  most  of  it. 

OUTE  on.  USED  FOR  UOHTINO. 

tCoDBut  General  W.  Stanley  HoUIb,  Beirut,  Syria.  Aug.  31.] 

Green  olives  are  just  beginning  to  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  markets. 
The  olives  to  be  pressed  for  oil  will  be  gathered  during  September, 
and  the  farmers  wait  for  two  or  three  rainfalls,  which  are  necessary 
to  insure  the  full  ripening  of  the  olives  specially  suited  for  oil. 
Prices  of  olive  oil  are  still  advancing,  particularly  because  the  people 
are  using  that  oil  for  lighting  in  place  of  petroleum.  As  previously 
reported,  the  prospects  of  the  new  olive  oil  crop  are  very  unfavorable. 

Prices  of  olive  oil  are  10.30  piasters  per  oke  (20.88  cents  per  pound) 
for  first  quality  and  15.10  piasters  per  oke  (19.04  cents  per  pound) 
for  second  quality.  The  piaster  quoted  is  the  market  piaster,  valued 
at  $0,035  in  American  currency. 
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OEBKAIT  FROOBESS  IN  USE  OF  AimCAI  CHAItCOAl. 

tConsnl  Talbot  J.  Albert,  Brunswick,  Aug.  31.] 

German  chemists  have  been  making  progress  in  the  use  of  animal 
charcoal  for  medical  purposes.  The  property  of.  animal  charcoal  in 
attracting  mechanically  to  itself  organic  matter  suspended  in  water 
as  gases  or  coloring  material  has  long  l>een  imown.  On  this  account 
it  is  used  in  technical  practice  for  decoloring  solutions,  purifying 
drinking  water,  etc. 

Latelj^  it  has  been  discovered  by  experiments  on  animals  that  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  poisonous  substances,  such  as  morphium,  strychnine, 
and  carbolic  acid,  lose  partly  or  entirely  their  effect  when  given  with 
animal  charcoal.  Not  only  cfm  directly  administered  poisons  be  neu- 
tralized in  tiieir  effect  upon  the  organism  by  animal  charcoal,  but 
also  poisonous  substances  which  arise  in  the  intestinal  canal,  as  in 
the  case  of  cholera.  The  action  of  animal  charcoal  extends  to  the 
bacteria  themselves,  which  it  mechanically  absorbs,  destroying  their 
destructive  influence. 

promoted  by  Phosphates,  Snlphatea,  and  Hltrates. 

The  labors  of  the  chemists  Freundlich,  Lichtwitz,  Glassner,  and 
Suida  have  established  the  fact  that  the  absorbing  quality  of  animal 
diarcoal  is  promoted  by  the  presence  of  the  phosphateSj  sulphates, 
and  nitrates  of  calciumj  sodium,  and  potassium.  The  rapidity  of  the 
absorption  increases  with  the  temperature,  so  that  the  heat  of  the 
animal  body  aids  the  therapeutic  effect  of  the  animal  charcoal. 

The  application  of  animal  charcoal  extends  chiefly  to  cases  where 
the  poison  is  conveyed  to  the  organism  from  the  outside,  and  where 
it  arises  from  bacteria  in  the  intestinal  canal  in  the  natural  course  of 
living.  Cholera  is  therefore  the  first  disease  to  be  considered.  Then 
come  typhus  and  dysentery  only  when  it  is  the  purpose  to  remove  the 
injurious  microbes  from  the  system  or  to  drive  them  out  of  the  in- 
testinal canal. 

As  naturallv  the  coal  becomes  infected  with  the  bacteria  or  wi& 
the  poisons  which  it  absorbs,  such  aperients  as  Glauber  salts,  Karls- 
bad salts,  etc.,  should  be  used. 

It  also  appears  that  animal  charcoal  is  applicable  in  surgery,  as  it 
can  stop  suppuration  which  destroys  the  tissues. 

ASTEBTisnre  ih  coiohbu. 

[Commercial  Agent  E.  C.  Porter,  New  York,  Oct.  18.] 

La  Union  Comercial,  a  daily  newspaper  published  at  Cartagena, 
Colombia,  has  recently  sent  a  representative,  Mr.  J.  A.  Gownder,  to 
Kew  York  City  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  American  advertising 
in  its  columns. 

La  Union  Comercial  believes  that  there  is  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity for  developing  American  trade  with  Colombia  and  it  believes 
that  one  of  the  important  methods  in  establishing  closer  relations 
between  the  two  countries  will  be  through  advertising.  A  plan  has, 
therefore,  been  worked  out  by  which  American  mantifacturing  firms 
can  take  advertising  space  in  La  Union  Comercial  and  at  the  same 
time  obtain  exhibit  space  for  samples  to  be  placed  in  a  hall  in  Carta- 
gfHA  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  American  consul,  Mr.  Hazel- 
tine.  Small,  well  selected  exhibits  are  advisable. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


398 


COMHEBCE  BEP0BT3. 


F0BEI6N  TRADE  OPFOBTTTNITIES. 

[Where  addMMM  arc  omitted  titer  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bvrcaa  or  Its  brandi 

Safety  razor  parts,  Ne.  18960— The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce Is  Id  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  In  Canada  stating  that  It  desires 
to  have  a  number  of  holders  for  stropping  safety  razor  blades  manufac- 
tured. Tiie  firm  -wishes  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  manu- 
facturers who  are  In  a  i>osltlon  to  make  steel  parts  for  such  a  strop. 

Vmbrella  ri6«.  No.  18961. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  India  has  trans- 
mitted a  report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  umbrella  ribs. 
A  copy  of  his  report  may  be  bad  on  application  and  samples  of  the  ribs 
may  be  lnsi)ected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No. 
66907.) 

Gauges,  No.  18962. — A  business  man  In  Spain  writes  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  that  he  is  in  the  market  for  cbeap  pressure  gauges 
for  carbonatlng  machines.  He  desires  a  gauge  ranging  in  pressure  from 
200  to  250  pounds,  to  sell  for  about  $1  each.  Interested  firms  should  send 
catalogues  and  lowest  Jobbers'  prices  at  once. 

Washboards,  broom  handles,  etc.  No.  18963. — The  commercial  attache  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  In  London  reports  that  a  firm  in  that  country 
desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of 
pegs,  washboards,  broom  handles,  etc. 

Drugs,  cereals,  etc..  No.  18064. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  bureau 
writes  that  a  business  man  In  this  country  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  drugs,  dry  goods,  cereals,  etc.,  in  the  West 
Indies,  Central  America,  and  nortlieru  countries  of  South  America.  It  Is  ex- 
plained that  the  man  has  Just  returned  from  a  successful  selling  (sunpalgn 
throughout  these  countries  and  desires  to  return  with  a  complete  line  about 
January  of  1816.  He  wishes  to  handle  goods  on  a  commission  basis  oidy. 
Beferences  are  ^ven. 

Leather  handbagg.  No.  18965. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  offers  on  handbags  of  black 
patent  auto  leather.  A  sample  of  the  quality  of  the  leather  may  be  exam- 
ined at  Uie  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.    (Befer  to  FUe  No.  6^10.) 

Necklaee*,  No.  18966. — ^A  firm  In  Australia  writes  an  American  . consular  olBxxr 
that  It  wishes  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  mantifac* 
tnrers  of  bead  necklaces  known  as  flower  beads.  The  firm  prefers  to  com- 
municate with  dealers  on  the  Pacific  coast 

Coupon*  and  tickets.  No.  1896T. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Paraguay 
transmits  the  names  and  addresses  of  a  number  of  firms  In  his  district 

which  are  users  of  coupons  and  tickets. 

Oeneral  agency.  No.  18968. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Burma  transmits 
the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  In  his  district  who  desires  to 
resent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters.   He  does  not  specify  any 
particular  line. 

Enamel  ware.  No.  18969. — A  business  man  In  Australia  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  communicate  direct  with  manufacturers 
of  enamel  ware  with  a  view  to  tuiving  manufactured  In  the  United  States 

a  lldlesa  kettle  which  he  has  recently  patented. 

Printing  supplies,  etc..  No.  18970. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  has 
I'ecelved  a  letter  from  a  commercial  printing  company  requiting  the  names 
and  addresses  of  American  manufactui-ers  and  exporters  of  metal  for 
casting  type,  brass  rulers,  gold  leaves  for  bookbinding,  printing  paper,  etc. 

Cotton,  No.  18971. — A  fii-m  In  Sweden  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  make  new  connections  In  the  United  States  with  a  view 
to  importing  cotton  direct.  It  is  desired  to  make  preliminary  arrangements 
for  shipiuents  to  begin  at  tlie  termination  of  tbe  European  war. 

Shell*,  No.  18972. — ^Tlie  bureau  has  been  informed  by  a  man  In  Honduras- that 
he  desires  to  communicate  with  Aftierlcan  Importers  of  shells  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  pearl  buttons,  novelties,  etc. 
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Water  s>tpe«  and  accessories.  No.  18973. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Cen- 
tral America  reports  that  a  Government  desires  to  receive  bids  for  water 
pipes  and  accessories.  A  copy  of*  tlie  consul's  report  containing  speci- 
fications, etc.,  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 

Raitway  supplies,  No.  18974. — Supplementing  Confidential  Circular  No.  755.  the 
American  consalar  officer  has  transmitted  specifications  and  detailed  In- 
formation i«lative  to  an  t^portiinity  for  the  sale  of  railway  supplies  to  a 
Ouvemment  in  South  Africa.  Bills  will  be  recelvetl  until  November  24, 
1915.  The  specifications,  etc.,  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its 
branch  offices.    (Itefer  to  file  No.  67351.) 

Clinical  thermometer  tubes.  No.  18975. — ^A  firm  In  the  United  States  states  that 
It  is  in  the  market  for  2.000  gross  of  4-lncb  clinical  thermometer  tubes  with 
the  mercury  blown  In. 

Oonfectioncrv,  leather,  wearing  apparel,  etc..  No.  18976. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  China  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  confectionery,  patent  medicines  and  chemicals, 
stationery,  photographic  supplies,  millinery,  leather,  underclothing,  hand- 
kerchiefs, collars,  and  coffee.  The  man  states  that  he  pays  cash  against 
shipping  documents  through  certain  specific  baolis.  Correspondence  may 
be  Id  English. 

Iron  strapping.  No.  18977. — The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  In  Spain  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  quotations  on  a 
10-ton  lot  of  malleable  iron  strapping,  one-half  Inch  wide,  similar  to  the 
samite  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  67312.)   He  states  that  he  needs  about  20  tons  annually. 

Bice,  coffee,  sugar,  etc..  No,  18978. — A  business  man  in  Greece  has  informed 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  establii^  comraercini  rela- 
tions with  American  exporters  of  rice,  coffee,  sugar,  pepper,  and  dried 
codfisli.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  destination.  COTrespondence  may 
be  in  EInglish. 

Heaters,  No.  18979. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  reports  that  an 
importer  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  an  American  manu- 
facturer of  sheet-metal  heaters  .similar  to  an  illustration  which  may  bo 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Itefer  to  file  No.  67366.) 
Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Importations  are  to  be 
made  In  lots  of  100.  Quotations  are  desired  from  -manufacturers  only. 

Thread,  No.  18980. — A  firm  In  Greece  has  Informed  an  American  consular  office 
that  it  desires  to  purchase  American  spool  sewing  thread  of  all  sizes, 
colors,  and  kinds.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  destination  if  pos8^Jle. 
OorrefSmndence  may  be  In  English. 

Electrical  appliances.  No.  18081. — ^The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  an  American  con- 
sular officer  in  Australia  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to 
secure  the  sole  tfseacy  for  American  electrical  appliances. 

Cloth,  No.  189^.— A  firm  In  England  ha^  Informeil  the  Bureau  that  It  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  striped  matting  cloth 
similar  to  the  sample  whicii  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch 
officers.    (Refer  to  file  No.  71.) 

Stylos,  No.  18083. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England  r^rts  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  prices  on  cheap  stylos.  If  possible, 
quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  British  ports. 

Sleetrical  goods,  No.  18984.— The  Bureau  is  Informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  In  India  that  u  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  be  supplied  with  cata- 
logues, price  lists,  etc.,  of  electrical  Roods,  with  the  Intention  of  becoming 
the  sole  r^resentatlve  of  an  Amcricim  firm. 


Bnneh  Offlcei  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vew  York,  Boom  409  United  Statei  Customhoase;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  United 
States  CnstMahouie;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St  Louis,  408  Third  National 
Bank  Bnlldiitg;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Offlee  Building;  New  Orleans,  lOSO  Hlbcmla 
Bank  Bnlldlng ;  San  Vranoisoo,  806  United  States  Castomhonse ;  Seattle,  983  AUska 
BalUlBV*  OooperatlTe  branch  offiees:  CleTeland,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Cinein* 
■atl.  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Loa  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 

CnOMtfi  nUadtlf Ua,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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SPAIN'S  TRADE  WITH  FBANOE  DITBING  FBESENT  TEAS. 

[Coasul  Bobertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Spain,  Sept  22.] 

The  press,  of  Madrid  comments  this  day  on  the  falling  off  in  Spain's 
exports  to  France.  Between  January  1  and  August  1,  1915,  Spain 
exported  to  France  363,840  hectoliters  (9,611,600  gallons)  of  ordi- 
nary wine  as  against  1,510,822  hectoliters  (39,910,700  gallons)  during 
the  corresponding  period  of  191-i — a  decrease  of  30,299,100  gallons. 

During  the  first  seven  months  of  1915  Spain  exported  to  France 
4,075,500  kilos  (4,500  short  tons)  of  olive  oil,  as  against  15,477,000 
kilos  (17,060  short  tons)  during  the  same  period  of  1914 — a  decrease 
of  12,560  short  tons. 

During  July,  1915,  Spain  exported  to  France  3,441,800  kilos  (3,793 
short  tons)  of  fruit,  as  against  14,010,800  kilos  (15,443  short  tons) 
during  July,  1914 — a  decrease  of  11,650  short  tons. 

In  spite  of  these  losses  Spain  has  a  favorable  balance  of  trade  in 
its  dealings  with  France.  During  the  first  seven  months  of  1915 
Spain's  exports  to  France  amounted  to  299,436,000  francs,  while  the 
imports  from  that  country  were  valued  at  56,320,000  francs— a  bal- 
ance in  favor  of  Spain  to  the  extent  of  243,116,000  francs.  The 
&*anc  is  the  equivalent  in  Sp^  of  about  17.4  cents;  in-normal  times 
it  is  the  equivalent  of  about  19.3  cents. 

BSAzmAN  nonaBATioir  statistics. 

[CoDBol  General  A.  L.  H.  Gottscbalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Sept  8.] 

According  to  recently  published  official  statistics  immigrants  enter- 
ing Brazil  during  1914  through  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  numbered 
33,913;  through  Santos,  47,570;  through  other  ports  (except  Para, 
Pemambuco,  and  Bahia,  which  are  not  usually  immigrant  ports), 
1,089;  a  total  of  82,572,  or  110,111  fewer  than  in  1913.  Portuguese 
(27,935),  Spaniards  (18,945),  and  Italians  (15,542)  continue  to  be 
in  tile  majority. 

Many  of  the  immigrants  were  "colones,"  or  tenant-farmers,  as 
they  are  called,  who  aame  to  work  coffee  plantations  on  some  sort  of 
profit-sharing  basis.  A  favorite  system  in  some  portions  of  the  Re- 
public is  to  allot  to  such  men  a  certain  acreage  of  the  planter's  coffee 
to  care  for;  in  return  for  his  labor  he  is  permitted  to  raise  vegetables, 
etc.,  between  the  rows  of  coffee,  the  planter  pledging  himself  to  buy 
this  produce  from  the  colon  at  prevailing  market  rat^  when  the  crops 
are  npe. 

TO  STAKDABDIZE  EI£CTBIC  COHSTBirCTION. 

The  work  of  developing  the  proposed  national  electric  safety  code, 
which  has  been  undertaken  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards, has  attracted  much  attention  among  electrical  companies,  State 
commissions,  city  officials,  and  numerous  others  interested  in  electrical 
construction  and  operation  throughout  the  United  States.  Practi- 
cally all  these  interests  have  given  their  cordial  cooperation  in  the 
project,  which  aims  at  a  standardization  of  these  branches  of  elec- 
trical work. 

The  task  of  bringing  the  details  of  the  code  to  the  attention  of  the 
intereste  that  would  be  affected  by  its  general  use  and  securing  their 
approval  is  found  to  be  very  great  and  requires  a  large  amount  of 
tmie  and  effort. 
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DAXAGED  AXEBIGAN  G&AIK  EZFOBTS. 

.  A  cablegram  from  the  consul  geneial  at  Genoa  calls  attention  to 
t^e  UQHitisfactoiy  condition  in  which  certain  shipments  of  American 
^in  reached  that  Italian  port.   He  reports: 

Four  steamer  cargoes  of  wheat  nnO  one  of  onts  nrrlved  from  Newport  News. 
All  In  very  bad  condition,  heated,  musty ;  have  tnkeii  samples.  lu  the  Interest 
of  American  commerce  shippers  should  use  ttie  greatest  care  In  the  storage  of 
grain,  being  certain  that  same  will  stand  shipment  without  heating. 

In  transmitting  this  message  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  the 
Secretary  of  State  remarked : 

As  American  products  and  merchandise  have  tnftrc  and  more  In  late  years 
been  reestablishing  themselves  In  foreign  marliets.  the  idea  has  been  growing 
that  the  terms  "  quality  "  antl  "American  "  were  Hynonyinous.  The  present  iu- 
ternatlonal  commercial  conditions  offer  favoralile  opportunities  for  the  contiiiueLl 
extension  of  the  overseas  trade  of  America.  It  woultl,  therefore,  ho  unfortunate 
It  practices  were  allowed  to  grow  up  in  our  ports  ami  other  centers,  wiiich  were 
iletrimental  to  the  admittedly  high  reputation  of  .American  producb*. 

While  there  may  not  now  exist  any  means  of  control  over  outward-bound 
cargoes,  and  tho  conditions  under  which  they  are  shipped,  it  is  {wsslble  i^orae 
inetbod  may  be  found  that  will  discourage  such  conditions  as  are  shown  by  the 
cable  quoted  above. 


AUEBICAZr  CAPITAL  WANTED  IN  DUTCH  OUIANA. 

[Commerclnl  Agpnt  E.  G.  Babbitt,  San  Francisco,  Oct.  26.] 

Dr.  H.  "W.  van  Ash  Vanwijck,  president  of  the  Legislative  Council 
and  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Paramaribo,  Dutch  Guiana,  is 
scheduled  to  arrive  in  New  Orleans  about  November  7 ;  Washington, 
November  10;  and  New  York,  November  17.  He  desires  to  interest 
American  capital  in  Government  concessions  and  in  developing 
^^in^,  railroad,  and  agriailtural  industries  in  Dutch  Guiana.  His 
Washington  address  will  be  care  of  the  Netherlands  Legation, 
flor-u  401 
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FOREIGN  COTTOH  SUPPLIES  AND  GOKSnHPTIOV. 

The  following  information  on  the  condition  of  the  cotton  industry 
in  the  countries  given  was  prepared  from  the  best  sources  available. 
The  figures  represent  the  number  of  cotton  spindles  and  the  per- 
centage of  activity  at  the  end  of  September,  1914  and  1915,  mill  con- 
sumption of  cotton  during  the  monUi,  amount  of  cotton  on  hand,  and 
the  value  of  cotton  goods  on  hand. 


Country. 

Month 

CottoD  spindles. 

Mill  con- 
sumption 
of  COttOQ 
(boles  of 

£00 
ponuds). 

Cotton 
on  hand 
(bflles  of 

500 
pounds). 

Cotton 
goods  m 
band 

(raloe, 
U.  S.  CUP- 

naej). 

ended 
Sept. 
30- 

Number. 

Activity 
(per  ceol). 

f  19U 
\  1015 
(  1914 
1  1915 
/  1914 
1  1915 
/  1914 
1  1915 
/  1914 
1  1915 
1  1914 
)  1915 
/  1914 
1  1915 

\  1915 

13,000 
13,000 
19,  OM) 
)9.0K0 
7, 400.000 
7,400,000 
2,f«B.870 
2,784,358 
5,729,0(i7 
6,730,007 

ino 
no 

35 
100 

50 
ft  100 

80 

92 
lOO 
100 

20,000 
23,000 

18,000 
19, £00 
0  140,007 
0  205,530 
100,000 
75,000 

12,550,000 
2,806,000 

40,000 
00,000 
II8,S11 
119,825 

306,600 
2U,300 

7,000,000 
4,000,000 

2,085,433 
2,123,356 
825,  m 
1,023,053 

63 
100 
96 
«S 

17,094 

80,745 
75,673 
87,796 

3i.r.oo 

73,710 

QllU..     ...  .....  a... 

a  Available  for  export. 

A  For  Normandy;  probably  for  all  of  France,  65  per  cent. 
cForMoaoowdbUieL 


JAf  ABESE  GLASS  FOE  EVOLAEB. 

[Bxtnct  from  Japan  C%ronlcle  of  Sept  21  by  Coiuiil  General  Oeorga  H.  BddmotCk 

Yokohama.] 

The  paralysis  of  the  glass  industry  in  Belgium  and  Germany  has 
led  to  an  increased  demand  for  Japanese  glass.  Most  remarkiU>le  are 
the  large  orders  arriving  from  England,  where  glass  articles  have 
scarcely  ever  been  exported  from  Japan.  The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha 
is  now  receiving  applications  for  space  and  freight  to  London  for 
lamp  chimneys,  cups,  bottles,  and  other  glassware  calculated  at 
about  4,000  tons  in  all.  These  will  be  shipped  between  October  and 
February  next  Exports  to  India  and  Australia  also  continue  to 
expand. 


COKVEimON  OF  AGEICTJITURAL  CHEMISTS. 

The  thirty-second  annual  convention  of  the  Association  of  Official 
Agricultural  Chemists  is  to  be  held  at  WasJiington,  D.  C,  Novembwr 
1^-17.  The  arrangement  of  the  program  has  been  altered  from  that 
of  recent  years,  the  first  day  being  given  over  to  the  reports  of  the 
referees  on  water,  feeds  and  feeding  stuffs,  sugar,  separation  of 
nitrogenous  substances,  dairy  products,  and  food  adulteration.  The 
second  day  is  to  be  devoted  largely  to  committee  reports  and  Uie  ad- 
dress of  the  president,  and  the  third  day  to  reports  fixHn  the  remain- 
ing committees  and  referees,  including  the  se(^ons  of  fertiliaters  and 
medicinal  plants  and  drugs. 
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S0LVIK6  THE  POTASH  FBOBLEH. 

Several  new  methods  of  increasing  t!\e  supply  of  American  potash 
have  recentlj^  been  brought  to  the  attention,  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  One  of  the  most  promising  of  these  efforts 
to  find  a  substitute  for  German  fertilizers  is  a  patent  taken  out  a  few 
weeks  ago  by  a  Canadian  for  a  method  of  using  the  potash  in  ordi- 
non'  feldspar. 

The  proc^  is  a  simple  one,  consisting  of  heating  the  feldspar  with 
limestone  and  iron  oxide  at  a  temperature  of  about  2,200  degrees 
Fahrenheit,  which  produces  a  partly  fused  mass  that  is  easily  decom- 
posed by  a  weak  acid.  From  this  product  the  potash  salts  can  readily 
be  extracted  for  further  purification.  The  inventor  has  been  in  con- 
sultation with  Dr.  Norton,  the  expert  who  has  been  looking  after  the 
potash  and  dyestuff  situations  for  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  and  it  seems  very  possible  that  a  greatly  simplified 
method  of  transforming  feldspar  into  fertilizer  will  soon  be  available. 

A  practical  try-out  for  another  method  of  obtaining  potash  fer- 
tilizer will  soon  take  place  at  a  New  Orleans  distillery  where  molasses 
is  used  in  large  quantities.  It  is  a  fact  that  106  tons  of  potash  are 
wasted  daily  by  the  25  or  more  distilleries  in  this  countrv  that 
subject  molasses  to  processes  of  fermentation.  The  New  Orleans 
company  is  planning  to  install  the  process  of  savins  the  potash  in  dis- 
tillery waste  recently  brought  to  the  attention  ox  ttie  public  li^  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  It  should  be  possible 
to  make  fertilizer  from  this  otherwise  worthless  material  at  a  price 
that  will  meet  competiti<»i  even  after  the  war  is  over. 


BUBEATT  OF  STAKBAItDS  STUDIES  SPEOIKENS  OF  BBONZE. 

The  quality  of  metal  castings  is  usually  determined  by  measuring 
the  properties  of  a  test  roecim^  cast  from  the  same  metal.  The 
IJnited  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  completed  an  investigiition 
of  the  various  foundry  operations  that  influence  the  properties  of 
the  test  specimen,  for  one  of  the  most  generally  used  commercial 
alloys,  known  as  Government  bronze,  having  the  composition  88 
copper,  10  tin,  and  2  zinc.  The  bureau  studied  the  effects  of  tempera- 
ture on  casting,  methods  of  gating,  casting,  molding,  kind  of  sand, 
heat  treatment,  and  the  effect  of  similar  Actors  upon  the  resulting 
mechanical  properti^ 

A  microscopic  examination  of  the  fractured  test  specimens  showed 
that  the  most  common  source  of  wealaiess  was  the  occurrence  of 
oxides  within  the  metal.  Such  oxides  appear  frequently  as  thin 
films  throughout  otherwise  sound  metal,  producing  a  condition  of 
brittleness  and  low  ductility. 

This  investigation  will  be  published  as  a  Technologic  Paper  of 
the  Bureau  of  Standards,  and  may  be  obtained  by  application  to  the 
bureau,  at  Washington,  D.  0. 


American  Ambassador  Frederic  C.  Penfield  reports  from  Vienna 
that  a  decree  by  the  Ministries  of  Finance,  of  the  Interior,  and  of 
Commerce  of  the  Government  of  Austria -Hungary,  issued  August 
27,  1916,  provides  for  a  still  greater  reduction  in  Uie  production  of 
beer,  amounting  to  from  40  to  50  per  cent  of  the  total  output. 
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AMEBIGAH  SHIPS  LABS  FISH  AT  CANAIHAH  FOBT. 

[Vice  Consul  Irvlos  N.  LlDoell,  Prince  BuperC.  British  ColnmbU.  Oct.  IX] 

The  Canadian  Fishery  Order  in  Council,  permitting  American  fish- 
ing vessels  to  sell  their  catches  in  British  Columbia  ports,  to  be 
shipped  in  bond  to  the  United  States,  was  signed  March  9,  1915. 
The  result  has  been  that  many  American  fishing  vessels  have  brought 
their  fish  to  this  port  and  sold  them  to  the  dealers  here.  No  Ameri- 
can ships  took  advantage  of  this  privilege  during  th.&  month  of 
March}  and  only  thi'ee  came  here  in  April.  Since  that  time,  however, 
the  number  selling  their  halibut  here  and  the  amount  of  halibut  sold 
have  increased  steadily.  Several  of  the  larger  vessels  have  alternated 
between  this  port  and  Seattle,  bringing  one  catch  here  and  the  nest 
to  Seattle. 

In  addition  to  the  halibut  brought  in,  several  small  American  ves- 
sels have  been  bringing  in  salmon  and  selling  it  here.  This  has,  of 
coiu^,  been  shipped  to  the  United  States. 
Prices  Paid  for  EaUbnt;  Higher  in  Seattle. 

The  prices  paid  the  vessels  for  halibut  have,  on  the  whole,  been 
higher  m  Seattle  than  in  Prince  Rupert  during  this  period,  but  this 
difference  is  offset  to  the  vessels  which  have  been  fishing  off  the 
Aladcan  coast  and  the  coast  of  northern  British  Columbia  by  the  sav- 
ing in  time  and  fuel. 

Several  of  the  American  fish  companies  now  have  their  agents  in 
Prince  Rupert,  buy  here,  and  ship  to  the  United  States  via  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway. 

The  amounts  involved  from  month  to  month,  showing  the  diangefl 
in  the  traffic,  have  been: 


HoattL 

Poonds 

landed 
from 
Amerloao 

vMsels 
at  l^ince 

Rapert. 

NumbM  of 
Irips  made 
by  Ameri- 
cau  Tflsaris 
to  Prince 
Bupart. 

Number 
ot  pounds 
sDtoped 
to  United 
States  from 
Prince 
Rupert 

Value 
halibut 
shipped 
to  United 
SlatMfrsm 
ITinoe 
Rupart. 

Number 
ofponndi 

atSaattta. 

1«6. 

100,000 

mooo 
ew.ooo 

rAs.ooo 

1,022.000 
1,139,000 

S 
14 
31 
4.S 
43 
£4 

m,7S5 
667,7'fl 
569, 350 
865,583 
1,090,014 
1,748,407 

lie. 971 

40,953 
48,03s 
7S,6W 
83,929 
142,088 

3,881,851 

4,525,000 
3.15I,B1» 
a,044,0tl 

(•> 

3,993,000 

193 

S,06S,«B 

400,  MO 

« 

•  Flgiim  not  jet  avaflabla. 


[CouHEBCE  Bdobts,  iu  dlqmtcbes  published  Fdft.  20,  Mar.  2S,  and  Vat. 
27.  1915,  has  deHcritKd  the  steps  taken  by  Caoadlaa  authorities  whidt  liaTa 
affected  the  Paciflc  fishing  Industry.] 


AFRICAN  ORAVOES  FOB  ENGLUrS. 

It  is  anticipated  that  large  quantities  of  oranges  and  other  citmB 
fruits  will  be  available  for  shipment  from  South  Africa  to  England 
during  the  coming  season.  In  another  four  years  the  Soutii  Anican 
shipments  of  such  fruit  will,  according  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  C. 
du  P.  Chiappini,  British  Government  Trades  Commissioner  to  South 
Africa,  amount  to  400,000  boxes,  and  in  10  years  to  4,000,000  boitf 
annually. 
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EZPOBTS  OF  DOMESTIC  BBEADSTUFFS,  OSUS,  ETC. 

The  following  table,  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
I>omestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce,  gives  the  quantities 
and  values  of  domestic  breadstulFs,  cottonseed  oil,  food  animals,  meat 
and  dairy  products,  cotton,  and  mineral  oil  exported  from  the  prin- 
cipal customs  districts  of  tiie  United  States  during  September,  1914 
and  1915,  and  the  nine  months  ending  September,  1914  and  1915 : 


Iteota. 


Beptombw— 


19U 


191S 


9  months  endli^  September— 


19U 


1915 


Bxroaxs  bt  gboups. 

Broadstafls  ddlara, . . 

cottonseed  00.  {S^.W 

Cattle, hogs,  and  sheep  dollars... 

Heatuid  dairy  prodnoto  dollars... 

bales  

Gotten   pounds . 

dollars... 

SSK.:: 


lUntnldb  

Total    dollars. . 


BxroRra  BT  noHcirAL  AimcLxa. 


Ciuii. 
Oats. 


bnshels. . 
dollars... 
bushels. . 
AdOaia... 
bnshels.. 
dollars... 
barrels... 
dolbtrs. . . 
pounds. . 
dollars  .. 

Sounds.. 
,  ollars  .. 

Sounds. . 
,  ollars . . 

Sounds. . 
ollars.. 
ounds. . 
ollars.. 

Sounds.. 
oUors .. 
pounds. . 
dollars . . 
ounds.. 
ollars . . 
pounds.. 
idoUu? . . 

PDUOdS.. 

dollars. . . 

c™i.oii  te.:: 


Wheat  

nonr  »»..«»... 

Beef,  canned.............. 

Beef,  fresh  

B«e^  pMded,  eto  

Oleo  oil  

BaeoB  


Hams  and  shoulders , 
tord  


Keatiallard  , 

Fork,  pickled. eto. 
Lard  compoonds .. 


IHmniniiHDeoa  {§^t;; 

LubricaUngoB  

Gasdine.  napbtha,  etc  fe^'  ■ ' 

Bealdaum,taelofl.ete  {§^^ 


45,335,683 

10,180,112 
7DS,3M 
108,005 

10,184,813 
135,778 

06,874,325 
5,806,707 
301,645,033 

13,900,076 


87,9S1,987 
22, 047, 280 

223, 135 
l(;.l'^l,Ila9 

■.'.(II,, 181 

211,7t  173 
I'J,.';.;  -91 


105,06S,<K» 
1S3,!I14,3U 
9,  438 


73,037,627 


1 ,  ion, 
lis;!,  fx>4 

10,  770, :)« 
(i,0i;4,063 
25,  Till!.  (117 

2y,  i3'.i,ai7 
i,22:i,  ara 

(■i,aU,(H6 

2,  sw,  :>M 

6,  !t7'.i,:i84 
073, 106 

i,4y7.';97 

ir,.'!,  140 
G.  MI 

r>--A.  724 
17,:i',i.!,  747 
2,.'")!i',t/.»74 
S,.'i7l,054 

1.331,  S53 
28,292,585 

3, 082,  MM 
1,511,511 

173, !37 
2, 72!),  26-1 

320,  (175 

3.332,  -Wil 
307. 4'jl 

]n,3;r-:, 

^7,  iJ  1  7 

86,7a5,e»o 

6,560,430 
19,723,130 

2,767,128 
21,5I1,S39 

2,313,076 
58,352,322 

1,643,425 


97,613,072 


764,  M7 
641,  »98 
7,1140, 431 
3,fi."iO,  445 
21,3110.  128 
24,8'j3,311 
l,m2, 961 
im,  701 

i,2i;i/iio 

I'J'J,  S40 
IS,  4fi7,  738 

2, 2'.i7,  456 

J,'J'J1,  431 
4M.  H05 
11,004.270 

1,341,  y04 
42,144,K15 

r>,*;3,788 
17.00J,201 

L',4-:i, '.117 

7  II,  '-.(l,! 

■J.  -.40 
i,'-:i.73.'. 

2\::.im 
0,744, SOS 

<A-i;,  074 
4,796,931 
394,454 
14, 997,987 
397, 144 
68,361,381 
4,092,561 
18,492,949 
2,545,898 
20,632,419 
2,638,759 
92,238,657 
3,661,439 


90, 

3, 

1,994, 
24:' 

05,513 
IS.  (08 
JM).322 
->l,l3a 
i37 

1,69. 

169 

10 

134 

ae,  289,868 


7, 300,  nai 
5,724,418 
13,41f;,4D9 
7,170,^76 
109,i«7, 108 
la^,  322. 416 
7,  !V0,  m 
37,(i2N,  175 
7, 707,  xa* 
],r.l7,,-,59 
ll,707,.s93 
l.Sti.-),  774 
17, 337,  4M 
1.704,646 
69, 450, 3B6 
7,116,214 
129,727,134 
17,M5,419 
1111,720,  4S3 
Iti.niO,  196 
30,'-,Mi4,  463 
34, 273,  ii» 
IS, -.'1, 172 
2,0^^11,409 
30.2,3t;,375 
3.314,285 
3\!3;,23l 
3.  sD6 
<I4,474,332 
3,!.'3';,iiM 
7S.'i,(i3s,;fl7 
50.  7.iS.  714 
14.-..  7:t-Mi33 
iS).  7s!',  ::04 
V^),li)i.-'M 
ls,sG2,s56 
5Z0,a'i3,5J3 
13,871,526 


410,410,781 
282,671,973 
19,953,618 
3,546,534 
189,140,055 
6,601,001 
8,442,639,616 
307,312,600 
1,733,628,143 
105, 138,363 


1,034,803,488 


40,300,644 

32,S4.S878 
82,73.S,31fi 
49, 575,117 
161,227,401 
230,  .'.01,  r,  78 
ll,ls4,Mi3 
71,591t,573 
61,010,1125 
9.513,515 
207, 2^5, 532 
2ti,  727,  fySi 
Z'l.  03:2,  726 
3.sill.sl7 

7.",:t;in'S5a 

■J. {}'<'>.  127 

a;s,;![i-.435 

4^,  744,726 
207,  SO-i,  s;W 
28,  S27,  Sf.4 
314, 263,  105 
37, 27(i.  764 
23,522,0.11 
2, 672,  (i22 
4^,2^il,s76 
5,070,117 
4:1,  Ti*7,  ir,l 
4,230,cn3 
11S,01J,041 
3,li:.5,o;io 
G4H, ;«;!,. 
As,  474,  :m 

1,S2,775,707 
23,  m2.  74-i 

:n7.o;4. 2.7,1 

23,7!5,'J21 
15, 760,035 


Currants  for  Canada. 

In  forwarding  the  names  of  six  Kingston  firms  interested  in  dried 
currants,  Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson  suggests  that  Canada  should 
offer  an  unusually  good  market  for  this  fruit  this  season.  The  ad- 
dresses may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices;  refer  to  file  No.  67390. 
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TTNEHFLOTHEin!  IH  12  CITIES  OF  UHlTlfil)  STA:^. 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Labor  has  summarized  the  results  of  the  third  study  in  the  series 
of  investigations  being  made  into  unemployment.  This  study,  which 
was  undertaken  for  the  bureau  by  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Co.,  indudes  12  cities  in  the  Bocky  Mountain  and  Pacific  Coast 
States. 

The  results  of  the  survey  of  unemployment  in  New  York  City, 
made  in  January,  1915,  by  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co., 
tallied  very  closely  with  the  results  obtained  from  an  independent 
study  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  Because  the  informa- 
tion on  unemployment  thus  collected  for  New  York  was  believed 
to  be  trustworthy  and  representative,  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.  was  employed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Labor  Statistics  to 
make  studies  in  these  12  additional  cities.  The  canTass  was  made 
during  June  and  July,  1915,  and  followed  the  same  lines  as  the 
Metropolitan's  study  of  unemployment  in  New  York  City  and 
vicinity,  as  published  in  Bulletin  172  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statis- 
tics. The  information  collected  is  to  appear  shortly  as  a  bulletin 
of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  In  the  following  table  are  given 
the  leading  facts  thus  far  tabulated,  and  it  includes  data  relative  to 
the  part-time  workers  as  well  as  to  the  wholly  unemployed : 


atiM. 

Nomber 
o((amlllc8 

CMIl- 

TBMed. 

Nombw 
of  wage 

earners  In 

OtmUlK. 

Fart-Umewiffo 
•■mHt. 

Hombor. 

P«f  c*nt. 

Number. 

8,667 
6,021 
3,»37 
581 
1,783 
1,288 
1,053 
1,«6 
5.320 
10,112 
1,012 
1,618 

4,229 

7,227 
4,256 
887 
1,347 
1,S56 
l,Wt 

i.m 

7,740 
13,473 

1,259 
2,558 

390 

823 
610 
40 

469 

170 
173 
305 
1,20.1 
1,713 
210 
457 

7.0 
11.4 
12.0 

4.* 
20.0 

9.3 
-  10.4 
li.7 
IS.O 
13.7 
16.7 
17.9 

SSB 
1,744 
1,144 
117 
400 
430 
396 
633 
1,971 

1  «n 

257 
627 

U.T 
M.1 
3B.Q 
14.* 

17.  a 

31.7 

17.7 

»La 

SS.4 
14.8 
2&4 
30.S 

Portland,  Ores.  

80,637 

40,333 

0,373 

13.0 

»,971 

30.9 

SAVHTG  THE  WASTE  Df  GOKE  lUKIHO. 


By-products  from  retort  coke  ovens  in  the  United  States  in  1914: 
Included  61  billion  cubic  feet  of  gas  worth  6  million  dollars,  110  mil- 
lion gallons  of  tar  worth  2|  million  dollars,  7f  million  dollars'  worth 
of  ammonia,  and  1  million  dollars'  worth  of  benzol,  etc.  However, 
67  per  cent  of  the  coke  production  of  the  country — 35  million  tons 
in  1914 — still  comes  from  the  old-style  beehive  oven. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  gns  saved  is  used  industrially,  but  over 
50  million  cubic  feet  is  sold  daily  for  domestic  purposes.  Almost 
the  entire  supply  of  gas  in  some  cities  is  from  retort  coke  ovens. 
Among  these  cities  are  Boston,  Mass.;  Camden,  N.  J.;  Indianapolis, 
Ind. ;  Hamilton,  Ohio ;  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Duluth,  Minn. ;  South  Chi- 
cago, 111. ;  and  jBdilwaukee,  Wis. 
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CHUTESE  HAREETS  FOB  AMERICAN  LUMSEB. 

For  many  months  Mr.  Franklin  H.  Smith,  a  commercial  agent  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  has  been  traveling  in 
the  Far  East  and  Australasia,  conducting  a  thoroughgoing  investi- 

f ation  into  the  markete  there  for  the  products  of  .^nerican  forests, 
n  his  report  on  China,  which  has  just  come  from  the  press,  he  re- 
views in  detail  the  lumber  ^tuation  in  the  great  oriental  Republic. 
Mr.  Smith  is  optimistic  with  respect  to"  China,  believing  that  the 
future  will  witness  a  largely  increased  use  of  American  woods.  The 
population,  he  says,  "  is  slowly  shaking  off  the  old  order  of  existence 
and  turning  toward  the  new — ^toward  greater  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial activity — absorbing  new  ideas  and  adopting  modem  methods. 
iWith  increasing  development  alon^  many  lines  and  with  the  extension 
of  the  railroads^  with  their  civilizmg  and  trade-creating  effects,  there 
must  of  necessity  come  a  larger,  wider  call  for  lumber.  The  United 
States  with  its  durable,  easily  worked,  and  comparatively  cheap  tim- 
ber will,  with  proper  precautions^  control  this  trade." 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  confidence  here  expressed  and  the  fact 
that  the  United  States  already  gets  about  half  of  the  Chinese  bua- 
ness,  Mr.  Smith  sounds  a  note  of  admonition.  He  points  out  the 
desirability  of  a  standard  list  price,  advises  dos^  adher^(»  to  grades, 
toudies  on  the  posidbility  that  new  competitive  sources  of  supply 
may  come  up,  and  empharazes  the  need  of  direct  representation  in 
the  Chinese  neld,  and  of  a  campaign  of  education  to  acquaint  pros- 
pective purchasers  with  the  superior  qualities  of  American  woods. 

Mr.  Smith's  new  booklet  is  entitled  "  China  and  Indo-China  Mark- 
ets for  American  Lumber"  and  is  No.  104  in  the  Special  Agents 
Series.  The  practical,  pertinent  information  contained  in  it  includes 
many  tables  of  import  and  export  statistics  and  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  situation  in  each  of  the  principal  markets.  Attention  is 
given  to  railroad  demands  for  timber,  the  market  for  boxes,  barrels, 
and  shooks,  and  practically  all  other  aspects  of  the  trade  that  are  of 
interest  to  American  manufacturers.  Five  cents  is  the  price  of  this 
publication,  obtainable  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
.Washington,  D.  C. 


GEBEAI  CBOF  OF  BOTTMAHIA. 

[L'ficonomlate  EuropCen,  Oct.  1.J 

The  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  estimates  at  2,960,000 
metric  tons  (1  metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds)  the  Roumanian  harvest 
of  1915,  as  compared  with  1,260,000  tons  in  1914.  The  harvest  was 
excellent,  surpassing  by  more  than  600,000  tons  the  average  of  the 
harvests  from  1910  to  1914.  The  crop  of  oats  for  the  current  year 
reached  380,000  tons,  against  367,400  tons  rn  1914;  that  of  corn, 
2,800,000  tons,  against  2,782,700  tons  in  1914;  barley,  516,000  tons, 
against  536,600  tons  in  1914;  rye,  80,000  tons,  against  49,700  tons  in 
tae  preceding  year. 

The  exports  of  cotton  yarn  from  the  United  States  to  Argentina 
duidng  May,  June,  and  July  of  this  year  amounted  to  nearly  t€^  times 
as  much  as  those  for  the  entire  fiscal  year  of  1914. 
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SUGAB-CANE  CULTZVATIOH  IN  StHTTHEBir  IHDIA. 

[Conaol  Lvclen  Hcmmltigef,  Ifadras,  Ang.  81.] 

Sugar-cane  cultivation  in  Cochin  on  the  Malabar  coa^  is  now  said 
to  be  reviving,  and  the  agricultural  department  of  that  di^rict  pro- 
poses suitably  to  encourage  extensive  planting.  This  is  due  to  in- 
creased interest  in  sugar  production  throughout  India.  The  amount 
of  raw  sugar  produced  in  Madras  Presidency  in  the  crop  year  ended 
June,  1913,  the  latest  for  which  statistics  are  available,  was  195,606 
long  tons.  Besides  cane  juice,  raw  sugar  is  prepared  in  this  coimtry 
from  the  juice  of  the  date  tree  {phoenix  si/lvestris),  the  palmyra 
palm  tree  {borassus  fabelUfer),  and  the  coconut  palm  tree  {cocvs 
nucifera).  The  palmyra  palm  affords  much  of  the  sugar  of  South 
India,  especially  Tinnevelly.  It  is  one  of  the  sources  of  the  substance 
known  in  Indiiui  commerce  as  "  jaggery."  Southern  India  docs  not 
produce  nearly  enough  sugar  for  its  own  needs,  and  sugars  from 
northern  India  are  consumed  as  well.  The  imports  by  sea  to  ports  in 
Madras  Presidency  from  ail  countries  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  March 
31, 1913,  were  valued  at  $1,952,279,  the  bulk  of  this  sugar  being  from 
Java. 

Factories  for  making  sugar  from  cane  juice  have  not  been  in- 
variably successful  in  South  India;  in  fact,  rather  the  contrary. 
Some  years  ago,  when  the  indigo  business  began  to  decline,  some  of 
the  planters  built  so-called  modem  su^ar  factories,  but  the  sites 
cliosen  proved  not  infrequently  to  be  unsuitable,  the  cane  could  not  be 
obtained  in  sufficient  quantity,  and  the  f actori^  were  too  far  frcMU  tiw 
railways. 

Dlffloulty  of  EstaMUliixK  Su^T  Taetorles. 

With  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  establishing  sugar  factories  in  India 
the  following  appeared  in  Commerce,  a  Calcutta  publication,  of 
August  18, 1915: 

Mr.  William  Hulme,  sugar  engineer  expert  to  tbe  Oovenimeut  of  India,  In. 
the  coarse  oiC  n  couiuiunicjitton  to  tbe  Interna tIou.it  8ugur  Jonrnal,  draws  atten- 
tion to  one  of  the  chief  drawbacks  at  present  existing.  In  his  ofiinion  improve- 
ment will  be  slow  ontll  some  Alteration  Is  made  to  enable  tbe  cnTtivotlou  of  the 
cnnes  to  be  more  concentrateil  than  at  present.  Ite  cnuc  is  grown  on  scattered 
areas  in  little  i>utclies  of  a  few  acres,  which  makes  It  very  (lliricult  to  supply  a 
factory  with  anything  more  tUiiu  300  tons  iter  day.  Very  often  the  cane  Is  stale 
when  delivered  by  the  slow-moving  bullocU  carta.  The  cultivators  are  oxtreinely 
conservative  and  difficult  to  handle.  If  the  proprietors  of  a  factory  were  to  buy 
the  land,  tbe  cultivator  can  not  be  moved  If  he  holds  occupancy  rights,  as  is 
often  the  case.  Mr.  Ualme  has  known  cases  where  advances  have  been  made 
to  the  cultivator  for  the  delivery  of  sugar  cane  during  the  cruslilng  season, 
when  he  bns  retained  tbe  best  of  tbe  canes  for  maldng  "  gur  "  by  the  indlgenoiis 
methods,  and  delivered  the  worst  of  poor  cnne  to  the  factory. 

In  short,  as  ttie  law  exists  tbe  factory  proprietors  are  dependent  upon  the 
cultivators.  If  the  latter  refuse  to  grow  sufjar  cane,  tlie  factory  proprietors 
have  no  re<lress.  This  Is  undoubtedly  one  strong  reason  why  tliere  are  so  few 
sugar  factories  in  India.  Another  reason  fs  that  many  ortbmiox  Indians  will 
pay  more  for  sugar  made  by  the  Indigenous  metlKxls  and  refuse  to  purchase 
that  made  in  modern  factories.  Stilt  there  is  already  nome  Indication  that  tb» 
prejudice  against  modern  sugar  is  breaking  down. 


The  Review  of  the  River  Plate  for  September  17  announces  that 
the  Transandine  Railway  is  expected  to  be  clear  for  traffic  in  a  few 
days,  thus  enabling  intematioiuil  service  to  be  resoined  ftfter  an  in- 
terruption of  several  months. 
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THIS  TEAB'S  EaYPTIAH  COTTOV  OBOF. 

[Cablesram  from  Comal  Artbnr  Carrels,  Alexandria.] 

The  Government  estimate  of  the  Egyptian  cotton  crop  for  1915  is 
607,890  bales  of  800  pounds  each. 
SUpneats  o<  Cotbm. 

The  Alexandria  General  Produce  Association  furnishes  the  follow- 
ing statistical  r^sum6  of  tho  Egyptian  cotton  season,  September  1, 
19U,  to  August  31,  1915: 

Arrivak  at  Alexandria,  642,849,900  pounds.  The  exports  from 
Alexandria,  by  ports  of  destination,  follow : 


Country. 


England: 

Liverpool  

MancRFSt«r  

India  (Bombay)  

BpaiD  (Baiccbuta)   

UnUwi  State?: 

New  York  

BosIcHi  

PbibdalfAla  

France: 

Marwflte  

Dunkirk  

Havre  

Jftpao  (Kobe  imd  Yolcobiuna) 


Bales. 


Country. 


224,  Ml 
li4,;il 
475 
23,104 

1^126 

2,«I0 

22,396 
210 
4,C02 
18,109 


Italy: 

omoa  

Naples  , 

Venice  

LeKt-.om  , 

PoTiuKal  (Oporto  and  Lflxl<m«) 
Bossla: 

Oi)<>.ssa  

AiciianKcl  , 

Vladivostok  

Rwed^D  and  Norway  

Qroeoo  and  Turkey  , 

ToUd  bales  


Batea. 


13S,340 
7.755 
31,050 

3,556 
75« 

1,293 
3,795 
2,440 
81,443 
2,51« 

832,731 


The  832,7H1  bales  exported  were  equal  to  625,889,640  pounds.  The 
stock  at  Alexandria  to  September  1,  1914,  was  75,901,249  pounds.' 
The  local  consumption  amounted  to  4,644,407  pounds,  and  that  de- 
stroyed by  fire  30,804  pounds. 

Bi^ort  Kovemest  of  Egyptian  Cotton  Seed. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  resume  of  the  export  movement  of 
Egyptian  cotton  seed  for  the  cotton  season  September  1,  1914,  to 
August  31,  1915: 

The  arrivals  at  Alexandria  were  20,554,704  bushels,  and  the  total 
stock  at  Alexandria  to  September  1, 1914,  was  616,789  bushels,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  21,171.493  bushels.  The  exports  from  Alexandria  were 
as  follows:  England  (Hull,  8,900^254  bushels;  London,  2.482,301 
bushels;  and  other  British  ports,  6,400,473  bushels);  Marseille  and 
other  European  ports,  48,027  bushels,  making  a  total  of  17,831,055 
bushels  exported.  The  local  consumption  was  3,266,400  bushels,  and 
the  stock  on  hand  at  Alexandria  to  August  31,  1915,  was  74,038 
bushels. 

TRABE  XAOAZINES  AHO  COKMEBCIAL  FAFEItS. 

{Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Canada.  Oct.  0.} 

Bequests  from  this  consulate  for  American  cataiogiies,  published 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  August  30  and  October  4,  1915,  have  had 
the  desired  results,  and  the  office  staff  at  present  is  busy  indexing  and 
filing  away  these  books. 

A^rchants  and  importers  at  Kingston  are  desirous  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  catalogues,  there  should  be  on  file  at  the  consulate  trade  maga- 
zines and  commercial  newspapers.  It  is  hoped  that  publishers  of 
such  journals  may,  in  the  interest  of  trade  extension  abroad,  favor 
this  office  with  copies. 
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SPAIN  FREFABEB  TO  BITY  AHEKICAN  LEATHER. 

[Consol  Wllbnr  T.  Grawy,  Seville,  Sept.  lA.] 

A  shortage  in  the  leather  market  at  Seville,  due  to  the  closing  of 
certain  sources  of  supply  the  war,  offers  an  exceptional  oppor- 
tunity for  the  sale  of  American  goods.  Several  inquiries  have  been 
made  at  the  Seville  consulate  recently,  and  the  consul  has  shown 
samples  on  file  there.  One  inquirer,  aner  investigating  prices,  terms, 
etc.,  has  sent  to  the  American  manufacturer  for  a  sample  shipment 
of  70  skins  and  expects  to  do  a  good  business. 

An  investigation  by  the  consul  shows  that  there  is  a  call  for  almost 
all  classes  of  leather.  The  varieties  especially  needed  are  russet, 
black,  and'  patent  leather  for  shoe  tops.  Sole  leather  is  manufac- 
tured in  Spain,  and  it  seems  doubtful  if  American  firms  can  com- 
pete in  this  line,  owing  to  the  lower  prices  here. 

Inquirers  state  that,  in  buying  leather,  quality  is  usually  con- 
sidered before  price,  and  while  the  market  is  accustomed  to  terms  of 
from  30  to  90  days,  cash  will  be  paid  if  necessary.  A  permanent 
business  can  hardly  be  built  up  on  those  lines,  however,  and  the 
orders  will  return  to  the  old  channels  as  soon  as  normal  conditions 
are  resumed,  unless  American  manufacturers  are  prepared  to  meet 
the  terms  heretofore  given  in  this  country. 

I)o«8  Not  Always  Use  Entire  Credit  Bxteaded. 

In  the  past,  leather  has  been  received  here  from  Germany,  France, 
and  England,  the  first-mentioned  country  giving  credit  of  120  days. 
The  Spanish  merchant  does  not  always  use  the  entire  credit  extended 
to  him,  but  looks  upon  the  willingness  to  extend  credit  as  evidence 
of  confidence  in  his  business  integrity.  A  refusal  to  give  credit  is 
looked  upon  almost  as  an  insult. 

Prices  for  this  market  should  be  given  in  pesetas,  if  possible,  c.  i.  f . 
Seville  or  Cadiz.  Prices  in  francs  are  similarly  satisfactory,  and 
can  be  moro  easily  compared  with  Spanish  prices  and  prices  received 
from  other  European  countries  than  if  quoted  in  American  dollars. 
If  quotations  c.  i.  f.  are  impossible,  they  should  at  least  be  f.  o.  b. 
New  York,  or  other  point  from  which  regular  shipping  facilities  to 
Spain  exist.  The  cost  of  packing  is  usually  included  in  the  price  by 
European  firms. 

Heretofore  purchases  have  been  made  almost  entirely  from  Euro- 
pean sources  through  commercial  travelers  visiting  the  Spanish  cities 
at  regular  periods,  because  of  better  prices,  cheaper  freight  and  in- 
surance rates,  and  shorter  time  required  in  transit.  Commission 
agents  handling  this  class  of  goods  here  usually  expect  a  commission 
of  5  per  cent.  The  importations  of  leather  at  Seville  during  1914,  in 
kilos  of  2.2046  pounds  each,  were: 


Classes  of  leather. 

Fron 
abroad. 

Fran 
Spantsb 
ports. 

KUm. 

2,0110 
617 
fill 

1,S54 

Kik». 
3,010 
14,«7» 
1,100 

3&s,iao 
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Some  Foreign  Leather  KcjUpped  to  Seville. 

These  importations  from  abroad  do  not  represent  the  entire  quan- 
tity of  foreign-made  leathers  here,  as  much  of  the  leather  credited 
to  Spanish  ports  originates  abroad,  comes  to  the  large  importers  at 
Barceltma,  and  is  re^ipped  to  Seville.  A  considerable  quantity  of 
leather  also  comes  here  by  rail  from  other  Spanish  cities  and  does 
not  appear  on  the  customs  statistics  of  Seville. 

Lists  of  persons  interested  in  leather,  and  who  have  made  inquiries 
at  the  consulate,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  67128. 
The  consul  suggests  that  samples  and  prices  be  sent  to  the  persons 
on  the  list,  and  duplicates  sent  to  the  consulate,  to  be  filed  and  shown 
to  other  interested  parties.  Correspondence  and  literature  should  be 
in  the  Spanish  language. 

AUSTBALEAN  TRADE  NOTES. 

[Commercial  Attach*  WUUam  C  Downa,  Udbonxne,  Sept  23.1 
Vvw  Eonwi  Xrected— beandesoeat  Gas  Xaatlet. 

Though  not  so  active  as  last  year,  the  building  trade  is  steady. 
During  August  339  new  houses  were  erected  in  Melbourne;  in  the 
corresponding  mcmth  of  1914  the  total  was  558. 

The  governmental  elimination  of  the  company  that  up  to  this  time 
has  ^joyed  a  practical  monopoly  of  Australians  trade  in  incandescent 
gas  mantles  apeoB  this  market  to  the  wares  of  other  manufacturers. 
Australia's  imports  of  incandescent  mantles  in  1913  (the  latest  year 
for  which  figures  are  at  hand)  were  valued  at  $139,850. 

Woolen  Piece  Chwdi—Llneii  Window  Slutdes. 

Importers  of  woolen  piece  goods  for  men*s  clothing  report  that 
some  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  obtaining  sui>pUea  from 
Europe.  American  manufacturers  of  such  goods  are  adv^ed  to  send 
out  their  samples  and  quote  prices.  Very  light  fabrics,  of  almost 
tropical  weight,  are  in  demand  in  all  the  States  except  Victoria, 
which  uses  medium-weight  goods. 

Linen  window  shades,  commonly  known  as  "  Hollands,"  may  find  a 
market  in  Australia  if  prices  are  satisfactory  and  deliveries  can  be 
made  with  reasonable  promptness.  Li^tweight  material  is  most  in 
demand  in  widths  of  36, 42, 45, 54,  and  72  inches. 
BUI  to  Kesnlnte  Footwear  Trade. 

A  bill  which  has  just  been  introduced  into  the  Parliament  of  Vic- 
toria "  to  regulate  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  footwear  "  prohibits, 
under  penalty,  the  sale  of  boots  and  shoes  the  soles  of  which  do 
not  consist  entirely  of  leather,  unless  a  true  statement  of  the  mate- 
rials composing  the  sole  is  conspicuously  and  legibly  stamped  upon 
its  outer  surface.  The  name  or  registered  trade-mark  of  the  manu- 
facturer must  also  be  stamped  upon  or  imprest  into  the  soles  of 
aU  fot^ear  offered  for  sale  in  the  State.  In  case  the  bill  is  passed 
by  the  Victorian  Parliament,  it  is  to  go  into  effect  by  proclamation 
of  the  Governor  in  Council,  to  be  made  when  the  Governor  is  satis- 
fied that  a  similar  act  has  been  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  Kew 
South  Wales. 

lA  copy  of  this  bill  may  be  Kcamlnetl  at  the  Wastalnfftoo  ofRce  of  the  Bureau 
«  Foretgn  and  Dtnoesttc  Commerce ;  refer  to  file  Na  779.] 
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FOREIGN  TARTTT  HOTES. 

CAKASA. 

[CuBtomR  Memorandma  No.  2955-B,  Oct.  12. 1915.] 

Admission  of  Potatoes  from  TTnited  States. 

The  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  potato^  originating  in  the 
States  of  Maine  and  New  York  has  been  removed  and  such  potatoes 
may  now  be  admitted  into  Canada  without  inspection  by  an  officer 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  [For  previous  notices  regarding 
restrictions  on  potatoes  imported  into  Canada  from  the  United 
States,  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15,  p.  56,  and  No.  17,  p.  135.] 

CEYLON. 

Export  Duties. 

According  to  a  dispatch  appearing  in  the  London  Times,  October 
2,  1916,  the  Government  of  Ceylon  has  established  the  following 
export  duties,  in  effect  October  1:  Tea,  1.50  rupees  for  100  poimds; 
rubber,  7.50  rupees  per  100  pounds;  cocoa,  1.50  rupees  per  100 
pounds;  cardamoms,  7.50  rupees  per  100  pounds;  coconuts,  2  rupees 
per  1,000  pounds;  desiccated  coccmut,  0.70  rupees  per  hundred- 
weight; copra,  0.40  rupee  per  hundredweight;  coconut  oil,  0.75 
rupee  per  hundredweight  The  former  export  duties  on  tea,  cocoa, 
and  cordamoms  were,  respectively,  0.15,  0.15,  and  0.76  rupee  per  100 
pounds ;  the  remaining  products  were  previously  exempt  from  export 
duty.   [Hupee,  $0.324 ;  hundredweight,  112  pounds.] 

as&KAIT. 

[KachrichteDblatt  tUr  die  ZolUtellen.  Aug.  1,  191S.I 

Temporary  Exemptions  and  Sedaotlons. 

From  time  to  time  since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  the 
(jerman  Government  has  granted  temporary  free  admission  in  the 
case  of  various  articles,  mostly  foodstuffs  and  mineral  products,  and 
in  a  few  instances  has  reduced  the  rate  of  duty  on  imported  prod- 
ucts. The  reduction,  as  well  as  the  exemptions,  are  to  continue  in- 
definitely, presumably  until  the  end  of  the  war.  [A  complete  list 
of  the  products  for  which  exemption  or  admission  at  reduced  rates 
of  duty  has  been  allowed  was  issued  under  date  of  Aug.  1, 1915,  and 
a  copy  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

ITALY. 

[Bollettino  ttffldale,  No.  86,  Aug.  29,  1916.] 

Admission  of  Sansae^e  Casings. 

The  removal  of  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  pork  (fresh, 
salted,  smoked,  or  otherwise  prepared)  from  the  United  States  has 
been  followed  by  the  rescinmng  of  the  regulation  prohibiting  the 
importation  into  Italy  of  sausage  casings  of  American  origin.  Such 
articles  may  now  be  admitted,  provided  they  have  been  properly 
dried,  salted,  or  otherwise  preserved,  and  that  shipments  are  accom- 
panied by  the  usual  sanitary  certificate,  as  well  as  by  the  certificate 
of  origin  required  in  the  case  of  imports  from  countries  entitled  to 
most-favored -nation  treatment,  whicn  must  be  visaed  by  tiie  Italian 
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consular  officer  having  jurisdiction  in  the  place  of  production.  Such 
shipments  are  subject  to  inspection  by  the  sanitary  officials  at  the 

Sort  of  entry,  and  importation  is  restricted  to  the  ports  of  Genoa, 
aples,  and  Venice.    [For  notice  regarding  the  admission  of  pork 
aee  Fot«iga  Tariff  Notes  No.  17,  p.  137.] 

RUSSIA. 

[Vyestnlk  Floansoy,  Oct  G  (18),  1016.] 

Ezeaptlon  from  Presentation  of  Certificates  of  Origin. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  a  customs  circular  undei*  date 
of  August  29  (Sept  11),  1915,  a  number  of  articles  are  added  to  the 
list  of  those  which  may  be  imported  without  presentation  of  certifi- 
cate of  origin.  In  determining  the  origin  of  such  articles,  the  cus- 
toms authorities  are  to  be  guided  by  the  shipping  documents,  but 
should  also  make  use  of  any  other  sources  of  information  at  their 
disposal.  In  case  evidence  is  found  that  the  goods  are  of  German, 
Austro-Hungarian,  or  Turkish  origin  the  discriminating  surtaxes 
are  to  be  applied.  [See  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  16,  pp.  yO-91,  and 
No.  17,  pp.  137-138.]  The  articles  included  in  the  present  customs 
circular  are  as  follows:  Hides  and  skins,  dressed  and  undre^ed; 
leather  belting;  wooden  parts  of  machines;  grindstones  and  whet- 
stonesj  grinding  and  polishing  substances  and  manufactures  thereof, 
including  carbon  articles  for  electrotechnical  purposes;  colophany; 
rubber  and  gutta-percha  and  manufactures  thereof;  chloride  of  lime; 
certain  chemicals  included  under  No.  112,  such  as  chlorates  of  po- 
tassium and  sodium,  calcium  carbide,  benzol,  etc.;  white  lead  and 
zinc  white;  mineral  ores;  cast  iron;  copper,  aluminum,  nickel,  and 
various  alloys,  not  specified,  in  bars,  rods,  and  sheets;  manufactures 
of  such  metals  and  alloys;  manufactures  of  cast  iron;  manufactures 
of  iron  or  steel,  not  specified,  forged,  stamped,  or  cast,  includinjg 
foiled  nails;  steam  boilers  and  accessories;  wire  of  copper,  alumi- 
num, nickel,  and  various  alloys;  manufactures  of  wire  and  electric 
cables;  cutlery;  scythes  and  sickles;  machinery  and  apparatus  of  all 
kinds;  scientific  instruments  and  apparatus  of  all  kinds;  wood  pulp; 
wool  and  hair;  various  textiles  for  industrial  purposes,  including 
camel-hair  belting;  twine;  bags  and  bagging;  machine  belting  of 
hemp  and  cotton. 

MILK  AND  BUTTER  FBICES  IN  KOBUAHDY. 

[Consal  John  Ball  OBbome,  Hstk,  France,  Sept  16.] 

In  Normandy  the  retail  prices  of  milk  are  15  to  20  centimes  ($0,029 
to  $0,039)  per  liter  (1.06  quarts)  in  summer,  and  20  to  25  centimes 
($0,089  to  $0,048)  per  liter  in  winter.  The  prices  of  butter  in  sum- 
mer are  2.80  to  3.20  francs  ($0.54  to  $0.62)  per  kilo  (2.2  pounds),  and 
in  winter  8.70  to  4.20  francs  ($0.71  to  $0.81)  per  kila  Cream  is  sold 
<mly  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  cities  and  towns.  The  retail  prices 
are:  In  summer,  1  to  1.20  francs  ($0.19  to  $0.23)  per  liter;  in  winter, 
1.60  to  1.80  francs  ($0.29  to  $0.35)  per  liter. 

The  cost  of  production  of  milk  is  given  as  8  to  10  centimes  ($0,015 
to  $0,019)  per  liter  in  summer  and  12  to  15  centimes  ($0,023  to  $0,029) 
in  winter. 
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F0B£ZON  TBADE  OFFOBIUHITIES. 

[Where  addreasea  ere  omitted  they  may  be  obtaloed  from  tbe  B«reK«  and  its  braaefa 

olllceK.] 

Bridge,  No.  18985. — The  county  coancils  of  Kilkenny  and  Wexford,  Ireland.  In- 
vito designs,  etc.,  for  a  bridpe  at  Ferry  Mountgarrett  over  the  river  Bar- 
row. Further  particulars  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  Mr.  A.  M. 
Burden,  county  surveyor,  Kllkenuy,  Ireland,  necompanled  with  a  cash 
deposit  of  .$24.33,  which  deposit  will  be  rcturne<l  when  the  particulars  sent 
are  handed  back  either  with  or  without  a  design.  Designs  must  be  filed 
with  the  county  surveyor  by  November  30,  1915.  The  Bureau  has  no  fur- 
ther information  relutive  to  this  opportunity. 

General  afjency,  No.  18986. — A  business  man  In  Australia  is  making  a  tour 
of  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  consummating  selling  agreements  with 
American  manufacturers  who  desire  to  place  their  commodities  on  Aus- 
tralian markets.  Full  information  may  be  bad  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Boilers,  No.  18987. — Tenders  are  invited  by  the  New  South  Wales  Government 
Railways  and  Tramways  Dei)artment  for  the  supply,  erection,  and  main- 
tenance for  12  montlis  of  two  water-tube  boilers,  with  accessories,  at  New- 
castle, N.  S.  W.  Copies  of  spedflcatlon,  conditions,  and  form  of  teaHsr 
may  be  obtained  from  the  office  of  the  Electrical  Engineer,  New  South 
Wales  Government  Railways  and  Tramways,  61  Hunter  Street,  Sydney, 
N.  S.  W.,  on  payment  of  95.11  for  the  first  copy  and  ^.43  for  each  sub- 
sequent copy.  Tenders  will  be  received  by  the  Ohlef  Commissioner  for 
Railways  and  Tramways,  Phillip  Street,  Sydney,  N,  S.  W.,  until  January  12, 
1916.  Tenders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  dQ>osit  on  the  following  scale: 
$2433  for  tenders  not  exceeding  $973 ;  $48.66  for  tenders  over  $973  but  not 
exceeding  $2,433;  $73  for  tenders  over  $2,433  but  not  exceeding  $4,866; 
$97.33  for  tenders  over  $4,866  but  not  exceeding  $9,738;  and  1  per  cent 
of  the  value  of  the  ofiTer  if  above  $9,733.  Local  representation  is  necessary. 
The  Bureau  has  no  further  information  relative  to  this  opportunity. 

AutomobUea,  electric  apparatus,  etc..  No.  18988.— An  American  consular  officer 
in  the  Netherlands  reports  that  a  man  in  that  country  is  interested  in  auto- 
mobiles, electric  apparatus,  boat  motors,  motor  cycles  and  supplies,  type- 
writers, and  new  inventions  in  the  technical  line.  It  is  stated  that  the  man 
desires  to  buy  such  goods  for  his  own  account  and  act  as  sole  buying  agent 
for  Holland  and  colonies.  He  pnqiosea  to  pay  cash  against  documeats  In 
the  Netherlands  or  cash  In  New  York.  Correspondence  may  be  In  EnglldL, 
References  are  given. 

BaUtoay,  No.  18989.— The  Gaceta  de  Madrid  of  September  17,  1915,  states  that 
tenders  will  be  opened  at  tbe  "  Dtreccl on-General  de  Obras  Publlcas," 
Madrid,  Spain,  on  November  20,  1915,  for  the  construction  and  working, 
for  a  period  of  99  years,  of  a  secondary  railway  from  Zumarraga  to  Zumaya. 
The  cost  of  construction  Is  estimated  at  about  $1,411,2813,  on  which  interest 
not  exceeding  5  per  cent  per  annum  will  be  guaranteed  by  the  State.  The 
minimum  rolling  stock  required  to  work  the  line  will  be  5  locomotives,  19 
passenger  coaches,  5  brake  vans,  and  78  goods  wagons.  Au  option  on  the 
concession  Is  held  by  the  Companla  de  los  FerrocarlUes  Vascongndos.  Con- 
stmction  worlc  must  bo  begun  within  three  months  from  the  date  of  Oie 
award  of  the  concession  and  completed  within  a  period  of  three  years.  Al- 
though the  above  contract  will  probably  be  awarded  to  Spanish  Anns, 
nevertheless  the  cnrrjins  out  of  the  work  mny  involve  the  purchase  ot 
materials  outside  of  Spain.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  Information  rela- 
tive to  this  opportunity. 

Automobile  tires,  No.  18990.— An  American  consular  officer  lo  an  Insular  pos- 
session reports  that  there  Is  a  market  In  his  district  for  automt^Ue  tires. 
Corre^ndence  may  be  In  Ens^lsli. 

Veffetable  glue,  No.  18901. — Tbe  Bureau  is  informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  in  Portugal  that  a  firm  In  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for  vegetable' 
glue,  sometimes  called  "zeaporit,"  probably  made  of  potato  and  other  ingre- 
dients, and  used  in  the  tanning  Industry.  It  Is  usually  packed  In  barrels. 
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In  nn  almost  liquid  state.  The  firm  requires  about  3,000  kilos.  Samples 
and  prices  are  desired  at  once.   Tbe  firm  wUl  pay  cash  against  document& 

Correspondence  mny  be  in  English. 

MaUitiff  machine.  No.  18092. — The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  a  firm  In  tlie  United 
States  that  ttj^  agent  in  Holland  is  In  the  murlcet  for  a  mailing  machine  to 
wrap  newspapers. 

Wirv  netting.  No.  18993. — A  firm  in  the  United  States  has  Informed  the  Bureau 
that  a  sea-bathing  esfcibllshment  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  Ceiitriii  America 
desires  to  secure  samples  or  catalogues  giving  views  of  di£Eereut  netting  to 
Inclose  the  bathhig  inclosare  from  the  open  sea.  Prices  should  be  given 
f.  o.  b.  New  Yorlc. 

Sewing  machines,  typewriters,  etc..  No.  18994. — The  Burenu  is  informed  by  an 
American  consular  officer  In  Russia  that  a  firm  desires  to  know  the  names 
and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of  sewing  and  knitting  machines,  type- 
writers, needles,  typewriter  ribbons,  curbou  paper,  cigarette  lighters,  and 
black  and  white  press-buttons.  Samples  are  desired.  Gorrespoudence 
should  be  In  Rnsslnn.-  Prices,  weights,  etc.,  should  be  stated  In  Itusalaa 
equlTalenta   Quotations  should  t>e  made  c.  1.  f.  Vladivostok. 

Advertiting  nwelties,  spectacle  frames  and  lenwa,  etc..  No.  1S905. — An  Ameri- 
can consalar  offlco-  in  England  reswrts  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires 
to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of  odv^tlslng 
novelties,  spectacle  frames  and  lenses,  and  electrical  pocket  lamps. 

PZttmter**  supplies.  No.  18996.— The  Bureau  is  Informed  by  an  American  con- 
sular officer  in  India  that  a  man  In  his  district  wishes  to  be  supplied  with 
catalogues,  price  lists,  and  terms  o£  sole  agency  for  the  sale  of  sanitary 
plumbing  supplies. 

Automatic  tj/pesetting  machine.  No.  18997. — An  American  consular  officer  Iq 
Central  America  re^wrts  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  prices  and  cata- 
logues on  automatic  typesetting  machines,  preferably  of  the  monotype 
variety.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Cloth  and  canvas  fishing  bags,  No.  18998. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the 
United  Kingdom  transmits  the  name  of  a  firm  desiring  to  receive  cata- 
logues and  price  lists,  in  English  currency,  for  sailcloth  fishing  bags,  with 
shoulder  strape,  which  can  be  retailed  at  4ld  cents,  and  brown  canvas  bags 
retaning  at  $1.82  each.  It  Is  suggested  that  a  price  of  $4:26  per  dozen  fw 
tlie  former,  and  $14.60  per  dozen  for  the  latter,  would  receive  considera- 
tion. Quotations  should  be  c  i.  f.  destination,  or  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  The 
firm  Is  accustomed  to  a  2}  per  cent  discount  monthly: 

Boiler  mpplies,  No.  18099.~A  commercial  organization  Id  ttie  United  States 
Informs  the  Burenti  that  a  business  man  in  Spain  is  interested  in  Martin 
Slemen's  soft  steel  plates  for  boilers,  pipes,  and  tools  for  boiler  manu- 
facturers, bases  for  boilers  and  hydraulic  presses,  and  steam  and  wat» 
cast-iron  turbines.  Gorre^ndence  should  be  In  Spanish. 


Statistics  of  the  French  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  furnished  by 
Consul  Osborne,  of  Havre,  show  the  number  of  farm  animals  of  each 
kind  in  France  on  July  1, 1915.  Ther«  were  2,227,209  horses,  152,266 
mules,  832^  asses,  12^86,849  beef  cattle,  13,483,189  sheep,  5,490,796 
swine,  and  469,487  goats. 


Biaaeli  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreigrn  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Xev  York,  Soom  409  TTnlted  Stages  Customhouse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  United 
States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  601  Federal  Ballding;  St.  Loals,  402  Third  National 
Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  531  Post  Offloe  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Eibemia 
Bonk  Bnilding;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska 
Bolldiac.  OooperattTe  braneli  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cinoln- 
aatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  £oi  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
9t  Cnuneree;  miodelpUa,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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INDIA'S  HEW  CKOP  OF  SESAHE  SEED. 

[Consul  Loclcn  Memmliiger,  Madras,  Sept.  7.] 

From  the  first  forecast  of  the  sesame  crop  in  British  India  for 
1915-16,  which  has  ]ufit  been  issued  by  the  Department  of  Statistics, 
it  appears  that  the  tctal  area  sown  up  to  date  in  the  Madras  re^on  is 
296.000  acres,  whicli  is  38  per  cent  in  excess  of  the  area  at  this  date 
last  year.   This  should  produce  about  26,000  tons. 

The  area  sown  is  above  normal  throughout  the  whole  Telugu  coun- 
try or  northern  parts  where  rains  have  generally  been  favorable.  The 
omy  districts  showing  a  decrease  are  Kumool  and  parts  of  Ananta- 
pur.  In  the  center  and  the  south  the  sowings  have  been  short  in 
Chingleput,  South  Arcot,  North  Arcot,  and  to  a  lesser  degree  in 
Salem,  but  are  practically  up  to  the  average  elsewhere.  Of  the  en- 
tire area  under  cultivation  m  India  this  year,  estimated  from  pre- 
limina^  returns  at  1,811,000  acres,  16.6  per  cent  is  in  the  Madras  dis- 
trict In  this  region  the  seed  are  usually  sown  in  April  and  May  and 
the  crop  reaped  three  or  four  months  later,  but  in  the  case  of  irrigated 
lands  sowings  sometimes  take  place  in  January  or  February.  Ex- 
ports of  sesame  seed  from  Madras  ports  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  1915,  were  19,075  hundredweight,  vahied  at  $62,642. 
This  was  71  per  cent  less  both  in  quantity  and  value  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  the  figures  were'  the  smallest  ever  recorded.  Ex- 
ports to  France  and  AustriarHungary  entirely  ceased,  and  those  to 
Ceylon  fell  oflf  7  per  cent.  Local  consumption,  however,  continued 
as  great  as  ever. 

Properties  and  UtllizatloB  of  Sesame  Seed. 

Sesamum  ind/cum,  the  til  or  gin^eli  of  British  India,  has  at  least 
two  easily  recognized  forms  in  this  country — one  with  white  seeds 
(safed  til),  the  other  with  black  (kala  til).  The  latter  is  the  most 
abundant  and  is  reputed  to  yield  a  superior  oil.  The  method  of 
manufacture  is  by  expression  in  mills.  The  oil  is  clear  and  limpid, 
varying  in  color  n-om  pale  yellow  to  dark  amber.  In  India  this  prod- 
uct is  largely  used  for  culinary  purposes,  in  anointing  the  body,  in 
soap  manufacture,  and  as  a  lamp  oil.  It  is  also  frequently  employed 
as  an  adulterant  of  ghee,  a  form  of  native  butter.  As  it  resembles 
olire  oil  in  many  of  its  properties,  it  is  accordingly  similarly  utilized. 
.When  exported  to  England  it  is  chiefly  used  there  for  malring-  .soap. 

The  oil  from  the  black  variety  of  sesame  is  generally  stated  to  be 
more  suitable  for  medicinal  purposes  than  the  white.  It  is  also 
extensively  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  Indian  perfumes,  and 
for  this  purpose  the  perfume  is  frequently  extracted  by  the  seeds 
direct — layers  of  the  seeds  being  placed  between  layers  of  flowers, 
etc.  Thus  a  favorite  jasmine  extract  in  India  is  made  by  layers 
of  sesame  seed  wetted  in  water  being  placed  alternately  with  layers 
of  jasmine  flowers,  all  being  covered  with  a  cloth  and  left  for  12 
to  18  hours,  after  which  an  oil  is  obtained  that  has  all  the  scent 
of  the  flower. 

The  white-seeded  form  of  sesame  is  largely  eaten  as  an  article 
of  food,  more  especially  in  certain  sweetmeats.  The  oil  cake  left 
after  expression  of  the  oil  is  even  eaten  as  food  by  the  poorer  classes. 
In  Madras  tanghedi  bark  is  sometimes  added  to  the  seed  before  beii^ 
pressed  for  oil. 
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FISHEBIES  BVBEAV  CBAPT  L&HDS  TIIEFISH. 

The  fishing  schooner  Stranger,  of  Gloucester,  Mass.,  which  is  being 
used  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  in  its  efforts  to  estab- 
lish a  fishery  and  market  for  tilefish,  returned  to  New  York  City 
"with  a  second  fare  of  tilefish  on  the  morning  of  October  27,  after 
having  been  away  from  port  less  than  five  days.  The  catch  con- 
sisted of  12,000  pounds,  and  the  fish  were  reported  as  abundant.  The 
grounds  on  which  this  catch  was  made  are  those  lying  most  con- 
veniently with  reference  to  New  York  City. 

FIFESHIBE  LIKEN  TBADE  WITH  TINITED  STATES. 

[Consul  U.  D,  Van  Sant,  Dunfermline,  Scotland,  Oct  9.] 

The  Scottish  linen  export  trade  from  the  Dunfermline  consolar 
district  to  the  United  States  shows  a  total  decrease  of  $400,425  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1914.  The  total  value  of  the 
exports  was  $288,546  compared  with  $697,971  for  the  previous  flep- 
tember  quarter.  Linens  and  union  goods  were  valued  at  $218,Slfi,  a 
decrease  of  $389,677;  cotton  goods,  $10,122,  a  decrease  of  $7,797;  and 
linoleums,  $27,346,  a  decrease  of  $28,085. 

For  several  months  the  trade  has  been  in  a  somewhat  depressed 
condition,  though  an  extra  supply  of  flax  and  yarns  helped  to  re- 
vive the  linen  industry  for  a  time  during  the  spring,  falling  off  again 
in  July  and  August.  At  one  time  it  was  anticipated  by  some  manu- 
facturers that  before  now  several  factories  mignt  have  had  to  close, 
but  as  a  result  of  the  gradual  substitution  of  cheaper  cotton  goods 
for  linens  all  the  manufacturers  have  been  enabled  to  keep  the  fac- 
tories running  on  short  time.  Linen  yarns  are  higher  in  price  and 
more  difficult  to  obtain,  yet  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  fall  triido.  Cot- 
ton yarns  also  seem  to  be  rising  rapidly  in  price  with  (lifiicuUv  of 
securing  prompt  deliveries.  Many  looms  in  the  factories  are  idle, 
partly  owing  to  tlie  shortage  of  labor  occasioned  by  tiie  war.  The 
improvement  in  American  orders  lias  not  been  marked,  and  increased 
freight  and  tlio  dislocation  of  shipping  appear  to  he  disturbing  fac- 
tors of  the  future.  Not  much  improvement  can  be  expected  until 
some  time  after  the  closing  of  the  crisis;  in  some  quartei-s  the  pros- 
pects appear  to  be  for  even  lower  shipments  for  the  time  being. 
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IBEZFEirSXVE  nWELBT  F0&  THE  PHILIFPIIIES. 

[J.  F.  BooBM',  eorr«qNMitat,>  KHiUs,  BapL  4.] 

The  PhilippineB  offer  a  good  market  for  jeweirr  of  all  kinds.  Theso 
islands  in  1913  bought  $158,000  worth  of  gola  and  silver  articles, 
$139,000  worth  of  plated  jewelry,  ^1,700  worth  of  plated  tableware, 
and  $17,700  worth  of  other  plated  goods.  Last  year  purchases  fell  off 
except  as  to  plated  tableware,  but  the  trade  was  still  important,  as  the 
table  of  imports  below  discloses. 


Artlelat. 


OiU,  ptottanm,  and  bOtct, 
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Jewelry  „... 

United  States  

Prance  

GennaD7  
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China  

Other  

United  States  

Fnnce  ,'  

GeTmany  

Bpain  

China  


1913 


uoo,ni5 
eo,it8 

30,969 
14,  SOS 
l.OU 
2,  MB 
6S,33D 
43,241 
7,407 
3,796 
1,533 
1,030 


1914 


•71,1*7 
3e,0lA 
21,538 
10,360 
878 
I,5S6 

«,7«e 

30,319 
6,193 

291 
793 
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Ptoted  wan,  gM  and  aBvw: 

Jewelry  

United  Btatea  

Frazm  

QemuDji  

Japan  

Tabiewan  

United  States  

Other  

United  Statwi  

United  Kingdom  
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Jmpm  


19U 


1139,303 
123,03 
6,333 
S,6E6 
1,071 
21,74B 
19,777 
17,733 
8,826 
2,376 
3,834 
1,1U 


IR4 


f87,3«l 

78.483 
a;  US 
6,««6 
363 

33,297 
SI, 540 
10,340 

;,i7» 

US 
1,850 
U9 


Cheap  watches  and  similar  lines  are  especially  in  demand;  ornate 
toilet  sets  of  the  cheaper  grades  also  sell  well.  !^ilipinos  are  particu- 
larly susceptible  to  the  appeal  of  the  mail-order  catalogue,  and 
American  houses  would  unaoubtedly  be  able  to  increase  their  busi- 
ness materially  by  the  judicious  use  of  carefully  prepared  catalogues; 
even  those  in  English  would  reach  a  large  circle  of  buyers  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Full  and  explicit  directions  for  ordering  should  always  be 
included. 


SASH  AND  DOOBS  FOB  ITALY. 

tConsuI  Jar  WUte.  Naples.] 

In  Spite  of  war  conditions  there  is  considerable  building  being  car- 
ried on  in  Naples.  Apartment  houses  are  being  erected  in  the 
Vomero,  Piedegrotto,  Torretto,  and  other  sections,  one  of  the  finest 
being  in  course  of  erection  near  the  center  of  the  city  on  the  re- 
claimed ground  to  the  south  of  Santa  Lucia.  The  contracts  for  these 
works,  however,  were  all  let  before  the  European  hostilities  b^an. 

Construction  work  in  Naples  is  different  from  that  in  the  United 
States,  the  only  point  of  resemblance  being  in  the  use  of  steel  and 
iron  girdei-s  for  strengthening  the  floors  of  buildings.  Window 
frames,  doors,  and  shutters  are  all  made  by  hand,  and  there  would 
seem  to  be  an  opportunity  in  this  business  for  American  enterprise. 
American  flooring  and  trimmings  are  used,  but  up  to  the  present 
American  builder^  hardware  andplumbing  goods  have  not  been  able 
to  compete  in  Naples  with  European  products  on  account  of  prices. 

>Mr.  Boomer  1b  unable  to  rpply  to  Ipttora  of  inquiry  from  Ameri(.-an  firms.  Alt  letters 
and  catalogues  received  by  btm  are  turned  over  tj  ttae  Manila  Merchants'  Assoclatloii, 
vlth  wblcb  be  ban  made  arrangements  to  bave  correspondeuce  answer^.  Stamps  In 
denominatioiM  of  tbe  United  States  are  ol  no  value  Id  tbe  PUIIpplne  Islands  and  sBoold 
not  be  Inclosed. 
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AUSTRALIA'S  INCOKE-TAX  LAW. 

[Commercial  Attacb4  William  C.  Downn,  Melbourne,  Sept.  29,  suppIementlnR  report 

published  Oct.  9.1 

Section  14  of  the  Federal  Income-Tax  Assessment  Act  provides 
(1)  that  in  the  case  of  a  person-  selling  goods  in  Australia  on  account, 
of  A  person  not  resident  in  Australia,  or  on  account  of  a  company  not 
registered  in  Australia,  the  principal  shall  be  deemed  to  have  de- 
rived from  such  sale  a  taxable  income  equal  to  5  per  cent  upon  the 
price  at  which  the  goods  were  sold ;  and  (2)  that  the  person  selling 
the  goods  shall  be  assessable  on  the  taxable  income  as  the  agent  for 
the  principal,  and  shall  be  personally  liable  for  the  payment  of  the 
tax.  The  Federal  Income-Tax  Conmiissioner,  Mr.  G.  A.  McKay, 
has  made  public  the  following  interpretation  of  the  application  of 
this  section,  which  appears  to  concern  all  American  commission 
houses  and  some  manufacturers  doing  business  through  agents  in 
Australia: 

.  There  are  many  cases  In  which  the  selling  agents  do  not  handle  any  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  made  by  them.  This  section  will  require  all  such  persons 
to  arrange  with  their  principals  to  be  supplied  with  funds  out  of  which  they 
may  pay  the  tax.  In  the  many  cases  in  which  the  principal  is  doing  buslne^ 
through  a  separate  agent  for  each  State,  or  for  sets  of  States,  the  agents 
sbould  arrange  between  themselves  as  to  which  of  them  should  be  placed  in 
funds  for  the  pnrpose  ot,  payment  of  tax,  because  the  act  requires  that  the 
whole  of  the  agents  for  a  principal  shall  send  their  separate  returns  of  their 
principal's  business  to  the  commissioner's  office,  at  the  Rialto,  GolUns  Street, 
Melbourne,  la  order  that  one  assessment  may  be  made  of  the  whole  of  the  In- 
come derived  by  the  principal  from  his  Australian  business. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  agent  contemplated  by  the  section  is  a  selling  agent, 
1.  e.,  an  agent  who  takes  orders,  either  personally  or  through  an  employee, 
on  account  of  the  principal.  It  does  not  apply  to  a  representative  whQ  ^ly 
travel  throuj^ont  Australia  to  urge  persons  to  porchase  his  principal's  go<Hls 
but  does  not  receive  orders,  the  orders  being  given  to  some  established  ^Aus- 
tralian house,  or  Australian  house  of,  for  example,  an  export  agency  In  Europe 
or  America,  and  such  representatives  are  not  called  upon  to  make  any  return 
on  behalf  of  their  principal's  business.  They  must,  however,  render  their  per- 
sonal returns  for  all  income  derived  by  themselves  in  Australia  from  all 
sources. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  act  fix^  at  5  per  (%nt  the  profit  derived 
from  transactions  covered  by  the  above  section  14,  whereas  in  the 
majority  of  cases  the  gross  commission  of  the  larger  houses  doing 
business  with  Australia  does  not  exceed  2^  per  cent,  and  in  trans- 
actions of  considerable  volume  is  frequently  less  than  2^  per  cent. 


IMFOBTS  AT  BIO  D£  JANEIBO. 

[Bolctim  da  Alfandcga,  Sept.  15.1 

During  the  first  half  of  the  month  of  September  nearly  one-fifth 
of  the  vessels,  or  10  out  of  53,  from  foreign  ports  entering  the  port  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro  carried  entire  cargoes  of  coal,  just  half  of  them  com- 
in*  from  the  United  States  and  the  other  half  from  England.  The 
next  largest  single  item  of  import  was  wheat,  two  cargoes  coming 
from  Argentina  and  one  from  the  United  States.  With  the  exception 
of  one  cargo  each  of  alfalfa  and  fuel  oil,  the  remaining  cargoes  were 
of  mixed  goods,  one-third  of  them  coming  from  the  United  States. 
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AHEBICAH  MERGHAXTS  DT  CHZSA  EIEOT  OFFICERS. 

[CooMl  CL  BL  Qaxm,  MalM  u  vftM  eOMd.  HMnOrt.  China.  Ave  tL] 

At  a  meeting  of  American  business  men  of  Shanghai  on  August  18, 
the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  China  completed  organiza- 
tion, adopted  by-laws  and  rules,  and  elected  officers  and  a  committee. 
The  object  of  the  chamber,  as  set  out  in  its  rules,  is  to  wat<^  over  and 
protect  the  general  interests  of  American  commerce,  to  collect  infor- 
mation on  all  matters  of  interest  to  the  American  mercantile  com- 
munitv,  and  to  use  every  means  within  its  power  for  the  removal  of 
evil,  the  redress  of  grievances,  and  the  promotion  of  the  common 
good;  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  and  others  therea|>on; 
to  receive  references  and  to  arbitrate  between  disputante,  the  decisions 
to  be  recorded  for  future  guidance. 

Membership  in  the  organization  is  open  to  all  American  mercantile 
firms  and  persons  engaged  or  interested  in  American  commerce  or 
shipping  in  China. 

The  first  president  of  the  Chamber  is  Mr.  J.  H.  McMichael,  senior 

{>artner  of  the  firm  of  Frazar  &  Co.,  which  has  long  been  estab- 
ished  as  an  American  firm  in  Chma.  The  vice  president  is  Mr.  J.  W. 
Gallarfier,  general  representative  in  China  of  the  United  States 
Steel  Products  Co.  The  secretary  is  Mr.  P.  L.  Bryant,  assistant 
editor  of  the  Far  Eastern  Beview,  an  American  joumu  of  commerce, 
engineering,  and  finance,  published  at  Shanghai. 

Committee  Chosen  at  Org&ulzatiMi  Xeetlng. 

The  committee  of  the  Chamber,  as  chosen  at  the  organization  meet- 
ing, includes  Mr.  L.  Andersen,  mana^^g  director  of  Mustard  &  Co., 
one  of  the  oldest  American  houses  in  China  and  the  distributors 
of  the  British- American  Tobacco  Co.  of  China;  Mr.  C.  H.  Blake, 

feneral  manager  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  of  New  York  in  China; 
Ir.  J.  Harold  Dollar,  of  the  Robert  Dollar  Co.;  Mr.  F.  A.  Fair- 
child,  manager  of  the  China  &  Japan  Trading  Co.;  Mr.  J.  W. 
Gallagher,  vice  president  of  the  Chamber;  Mr.  J.  N.  James<«,  of 
Wisner  &  Co. ;  Mr.  N.  T.  Saunders,  of  George  H.  Macy  &  Co. ;  Mr. 
J.  H.  McMichael,  the  {>resident  of  the  Chamber;  Mr.  J.  B.  South- 
mayd,  manager  for  China  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machiiw  Co.,  and 
Mr.  P.  F.  Wisner,  the  senior  partner  of  P.  F.  msner  &  Co. 

Honorary  membership  in  the  Chamber  is  provided  under  the 
by-laws,  and  was  conferred  upon  the  American  minister  at  Peking, 
the  American  charge  d'affaires,  the  conmiercial  attache  of  the  le- 
gation, the  American  consul  general  at  Shanghai,  and  the  senior 
American  vice  consul  at  Shanghai. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  proposes  to  affiliate  with  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  expected  that  it  wiU 
exert  a  wide  influence,  working  throu^  the  national  organization 
of  the  United  States,  for  a  better  understanding  of  conditions  in 
China  on  the  part  of  American  manufacturers  and  others  interested 
in  the  China  trade.  The  temporary  office  of  the  secretary  is  at 
5  Jinkee  Boad,  Shanghai. 

[A  copy  of  the  by-laws  and  rules  of  tbe  American  Ohambor  of  Oommerce  of 
China  will  be  loaned  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Ft^elgD  and  DodowUc 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.   Refer  to  file  Ko.  66639;} 
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[Conmerdal  Attache  Joleau  H.  Arnold,  American  Legation,  Peking,  Aug.  25.1 
Will  Be  Helpful  In  Xxtendinr  Anwrtou  Trade. 

The  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  China  ought  to  do  a  great 
deal  to  help  in  the  extension  of  American  trade  in  this  country,  for 
this  represents  the  first  steps  taken  by  the  exclusively  American  busi- 
ne^  interests  in  China  to  effect  an  American  trade  organization  to 
assist,  in  a  general  way,  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  American 
trade  in  this  country. 

The  Chamber  wiU  be  very  helpful  in  furnishing  information  in 
regard  to  matters  which  concern  American  trade  interests  in  China, 
and  this  office  hopes  in  turn  to  be  of  much  assistance  to  the  Chamber 
in  supplying  it  with  material  which  would  be  useful  to  its  members 
in  their  desire  to  extend  their  business  dealings  with  the  Chinese. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  secur- 
ing agencies  and  other  business  connections  will  communicate  with 
tlie  ionerican  Chamber  of  Commerce,  soliciting  their  assistance,  so 
that,  wherever  possible,  agencies  for  American  materials  may  be 
placed  with  American  firms. 

Undoubtedly,  as  soon  as  this  commercial  organization  has  per- 
fected its  details  of  operation,  a  statement  will  be  made  for  tlie  bene- 
fit of  American  manufacturers  and  exiiorters  who  are  desirous  of 
utilizing  its  services  for  the  advancement  of  their  interests  in  this 
country. 

rPrerlous  references  have  tieeu  made  by  Co^imkrcr  Reports  to  the  formation 
of  the  American  Cliamber  of  Commerce  In  China,  Aug.  6,  19iri;  the  American 
Chamber  for  Spain,  Apr.  20;  tlic  American  Chamber  in  Milan,  Mar.  9,  Apr.  8, 
Apr.  30,  imd  Aug.  32,  1015;  American  Chamber  for  the  Ix-vant.  Jan,  20  and 
Jan.  30 ;  American  Chamlier  at  Naples,  June  25 ;  American  Chamtier  for  Brazil, 
Oct.  5;  and  American  Export  Chamber  at  Am.sterdara,  S^t.  3  and  Sc^t  16.1 


J 


FOBECAST  OF  INDIA'S  OIISEEI)  CROPS. 

[Consul  General  Jamcb  A.  Smith,  Calcutta,  Sept.  18.]  ' 

Yesterday's  issue  of  the  Indian  Government  Trade  Journal,  con- 
tained a  supplementary  forecast  of  the  1914-15  oilseed  crops  of  India. 
These  latest  figures  place  the  area  and  yield  of  rape,  mustard,  and 
linseed  at: 


Acres.  Tons. 


Eape  and  mattard. 

Unit«d  Provinces  2,  .MO,  3(10 

Benesl  '1,31.j,W0 

Pun^b  11, an.  200 


Bihar  and  Orissa  

As.%m  

Northwfst  Frontier  Province. 
Stnd  (induding  Native  Slates). 
Boro)yiT  (incnidtaig  Native 

Stales)   

Uj-dembail  


6f. 1.300 
ii;t,!xn 

428,500 
7,  CO) 


573,100 
232,000 
165,400 
97.GI>1 
6a,'2O0 
13, 100 
46,300 

21,000 

200 


Linsted. 

Central  Prortnccs  and  Berar. 

United  Provinces  

tiiiiar  and  Orissa  

Benf-al  

Dombay  (iocludinK  Native 

Stalps)   

Punjab  

llyderabiid  


Total 


Total  |6,524,200  ^1,20S.200 


Acres.  Tons^ 


czi,  ,sno 

1S8,700 

12.'i,.'iOO 
4H,00T 
234,000 


3,3is,yoj 


78,700 
157,600 
101.700 
'  28.600 

Ifi.TOO 
4.600 

S,  mi 

394,  bOO 


RESULTS  OF  FOBEION  TEADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

Consul  W.  Boderick  Dorsoy,  at  Triiioli,  Libya,  writes  that  a  sam- 
ple order  for  saddles  has  been  placed  in  the  United  States  by  a  mer- 
chant at  Tripoli  as  a  result  of  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  Xo.  1GS05, 
which  was  published  in  Commerce  Keports  on  May  22, 1915. 
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SPABISH  COOPERATIVB  7AX1I  COXAITT  lAUHCHKD. 

tCoDBOl  Paul  H.  Foster,  Jem  d«  1ft  Froaten,  Bqpt  IS.] 

Operating  under  a  law  which  providw  for  the  settling  of  tmused 
lands  and  the  diminution  of  enugration,  the  municipali^  of  Jens 
de  la  Fnmtera  has  conveyed  pasture  land  to  a  cooperative  colony 
known  as  "  Colonia  Agricola  de  Caulina."   There  are  479^9  acreSt 

and  about  75  per  cent  will  be  subdivided  into  75  lots  of  4.94  acres  each, 
to  be  assigned  to  75  families,  the  balance  to  be  used  for  community 
and  administrative  buildings,  roads,  canals,  and  forestry  reserve. 

These  families,  selected  from  among  the  poor,  and  considered  cap- 
able of  agricultural  work,  will  be  settled  on  the  property,  and  ul 
expenses  of  building,  clearing,  and  seeding  will  be  advanced  from 
the  appropriation.  In  addition,  domestic  animals  will  be  furnished 
to  the  colonists,  as  well  as  all  implements,  tools,  etc.,  necessary  for 
the  proper  cultivation,  the  cost  to  be  deducted  from  tiie  proceeds  of 
the  crops  in  equal  annual  installments  for  10  years. 

To  Deduct  Cost  of  Soppllek  frcm  Proceeds  of  Crops. 

All  food,  clothing,  medicines,  etc.,  necessary  to  the  sustenance  of 
the  families  will  be  issued  from  the  cooperative  depot,  on  orders,  and 
will  be  deducted  annually  from  the  proceeds  of  the  crops.  Expendi- 
tures for  buildings  or  irrigation  are  to  be  repaid  in  equal  annual 
installments  for  50  years. 

For  the  first  five  years  the  colonist  will  be  a  mere  possessor  of  the 
soil,  without  title,  and  may  be  dispossessed  for  cause.  At  the  end 
of  this  period,  title  passes  to  the  settler,  subject  to  any  liens  still 
held  by  the  association. 

This  colony  follows  the  lines  of  the  one  established  in  San  Lucar 
de  liarrameda  in  1911,  which  has  proved  quite  successful,  except 
that  this  project  provides  for  the  return  of  the  advanced  capital 
to  the  State,  while  the  one  at  San  Lucar  does  not.  The  land  itself, 
being  a  gift  of  the  mimicipality,  will  be  absolutely  free  to  the 
settlers. 


OtmOOK  FOB  CAKASIAN  LOBSTER  FISHEBIES. 

[Consul  Fi^llx  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Oct  IS.] 

Last  year  the  United  Kingdom  purchased  Canadian  canned  lob- 
sters to  the  value  of  $1,010,367;  France,  $703,469;  Belgium,  $124,283; 
Germany,  $182,033 ;  and  Russia,  $2,160.  Other  countries  purchasing 
were:  United  States,  $808,296;  Denmark,  $33,069;  Netherlands, 
$31,713;  Norway,  $14,114;  Sweden,  $69,092.  Europe  will  doubtless 
take  but  small  quantities  of  Canadian  lobstei-s  this  year,  and  from 
all  accounts  there  will  be  a  falling  off  in  exports  to  the  United  States 
(which,  in  addition  to  the  canned  lobsters  mentioned,  purchased. 
$70,748  worth  of  fresh  lobsters). 

Canadian  canners  have  asked  the  Dominion  Government  to  suspend 
fishing  licenses  for  a  year,  so  that  surplus  stock  may  be  sold.  It  is 
stated  on  good  authority  that  the  Canadian  lobster  beds  need  a  rest 
and  that  the  present  is  an  opportune  time  to  remedy  the  damage  done 
by  the  extensive  and  illegitimate  capture  of  young  lobsters;  nirther, 
that  if  another  season^s  catch  is  thrown  on  the  over^xx^ed  market 
the  returns  to  fishermen  and  canners  would  be  very  small  in  oom- 
narison  with  the  cost  of  production. 
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PABAGUATAN  UABEET  FOB  SHOE  POLISHES. 

[Consul  Bamnel  Hamilton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  Aug.  18.] 

The  shoe  polishes  sold  in  Paraguay  have  in  the  past  been  imported 
principally  from  Germany.  Polishes  of  German  manufacture  are 
offered  for  sale  here  at  about  one-half  the  price  charged  for  the 
American  article.  To  customers  here  price  is  a  factor  of  far  greater 
importance  than  quality.  The  greater  part  of  the  polishes  sold  here 
are  bought  by  bootblacks.  As  the  charge  for  polishing  is,  at  the  pres- 
ent rate  of  exchange,  about  2  cents,  it  follows  that  the  polish  used 
must  be  of  the  cheapest  grade  obtainable. 

Tan  polishes  are  used  more  largeh'  than  any  other,  with  black 
second,  and  white  dressings  third.  In  black  and  tan  polishes,  the 
paste  without  any  liquid  dressing  is  used  almost  exclusively.  Pol- 
ishes retail  here  at  the  following  prices :  Tan  and  black  paste  pol- 
ishes, $0.02.  $0.01.  and  $0.08  per  can;  white  dressings,  $0.10  to  $0.25 
per  package. 

Practically  all  the  dealers  handling  shoe  polishes  buy  direct  from 
manufacturers  or  foreign  commission  houses.  The  terms  vary;  in 
small  orders  the  rule  is  cash  with  order,  while  in  larger  orders  90  days 
after  acceptance  of  draft  has  been  allowed.  It  would  be  better  to 
sell  to  varioua  dealers  than  to  establish  an  excludve  agency,  as  no 
dealer  buys  in  veir  large  quantity. 

The  best  method  of  introducing  polishes  would  be  by  sending  per- 
f=onaI  letters  and  catalogues  in  Spanish,  as  well  as  samples  to  dealers. 
The  demand  for  polishes  here  would  not  warrant  an  expensive  cam- 
pai^  of  introduction.  The  demand  is  for  the  cheapest  possible 
polishes. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  shoe  polish  In  Asuncion  may  be  obtainetl  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  lie  No. 
66387.] 


BESTBlCTine  ALCOnOUSM  AT  TRIESTE. 

[Consul  Ralph  C.  Bnaser,  TrlestCr  Austria,  Aag.  9.1 

An  order  issued  from  the  governor's  office  August  6,  1915,  pro- 
vides that  no  alcoholic  drinks  shall  be  sold  on  Sundays  or  holidays, 
and  on  other  days  their  sale  shall  be  permitted  only  from  7  a.  m. 
to  4  p.  m.  Neither  wholesale  nor  retail  dealers  may  sell  to  army 
men,  to  employees  of  undertakings  working  on  accoimt  of  the  mili- 
tary, to  persons  liable  to  military  service,  or  to  prisoners  of  war. 
During  the  passage  of  army  transports,  military  trains,  etc.,  no  alco- 
holic drink  shall  be  sold  to  anyone,  except  by  medical  prescription 
or  by  order  of  a  military  commandant.  Such  drinks  must  not  be  sup- 
plied to  youths  under  18,  to  habitual  drinkers,  to  persons  under  the 
influence  of  drink,  to  beggars  and  vagabonds,  or  to  weak-minded  or 
violent  persons.  No  drink  is  to  be  sold  on  credit  or  in  exchange  for 
eatables. 

Wholesale  dealers  and  distillers  may  execute  orders  received  from 
retailers  during  the  prohibited  hours  of  sale  to  the  public,  but  such 
operations  are  to  be  effected  in  places  closed  to  the  public. 

The  penalty  for  offenses  against  this  order  may  be  a  fine  of  2  to  200 
crowns,  arrest  from  6  hours  to  14  days,  the  clc^ng  of  bars  or  other 
premises,  and  the  withdrawal  of  licenses. 
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jmmio  mnuTRT  zv  oataloiu; 

[CoasttI  Ocmni  Curl  Ballej  Hunt,  Barceloiui,  Bftia,  Sept  d.] 

The  mineral  wealth  of  northeastern  Spain,  the  most  mountainous 
part  of  the  country,  has  not  yet  been  fully  exploited.  Formerly  the 
inhabitants  oi  this  re^on  devoted  particular  attention  to  mining, 
and  b;^  their  ingenuity  invented  what  is  known  as  the  Catalan  forge, 
still  cited  as  a  model  in  chemical  and  metallurgical  treatises,  even 
after  centuries  of  scientific  progress.  However,  all  such  forges  have 
now  disappeared  from  this  consular  district,  except  one  found  intact 
in  the  Pyrenees  and  regarded  as  an  object  of  great  interest  in  con- 
nection with  the  Spanish  mining  industry. 

People  Turned  from  Xlslnr  to  XanafaetariaK — Development  in  Andalasfa. 

On  account  of  the  rapid  increase  in  manufacturing  activity  that 
took  place  in  this  country  during  the  nineteenth  century  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  in  this  district  turned  from  mining  to  other  indus- 
tries, which  ha\'e  since  greatly  developed,  resulting  in  the  neglect  of 
vast  mineral  resources.  At  the  same  time  in  other  parts  of  Spain 
mining  steadily  progressed.  First  in  this  respect  is  the  district  of 
Andalusia,  where  the  extraordinary  development  of  mineral  de- 
posits may  be  attributed  in  part  to  an  unusual  manner  of  exploita- 
tion. When  indications  are  discovered  of  the  existence  of  an  ex- 
ploitable mineral  there  an  association  is  organized  and  a  prospectus 
di'awn  up  as  to  tine  probable  expense  of  mining.  The  members  of  tbe 
association  then  pay  their  pro  rata  share  of  the  expense  in  monthly 
in^allments,  which,  according  to  the  number  of  members,  varies 
from  5  to  10  })esetas  ($0.90  to  $1.80)  each.  If  the  venture  is  success- 
ful, very  profitable  results  are  obtained,  and  if  not  the  loss  is  com- 
paratively insignificant. 

lack  of  Smelting  Worki — Lead-Hlninf  Enterprises. 

In  Catalonia  this  smRll  cooperative  system  Is  not  in  vogue,  and 
theiee-  are  numerous  difficulties  to  overcome  because  of  a  lack  of 
smelting  works  in  the  neighborhood,  thus  necessitating  the  shipment 
of  ore  by  rail  to  distant  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  The  long  transporta- 
tion makes  the  minerals  mined  so  expensive  that  the  profits  are  gen- 
erally reduced  to  a  minimum.  In  order  to  avoid  the  cost  of  freight 
one  large  mining  enterprise  in  Catalonia  has  erected  a  smelter  at 
the  mouth  of  its  mines.  The  less  important  mining  companies, 
however,  which  can  not  alone  stand  the  expense  of  similar  improve- 
ments, are  obliged  to  sell  their  products  on  a  very  narrow  man^n. 
This  is  especially  the  case  with  lead-mining  ^terpri^.  While 
northeastern  Spain  is  rich  in  this  metal,  most  of  the  lead  foundries 
of  Spain  are  controlled  by  foreign  capital.  Recently  an  enterprise 
in  Barcelona  has  built  a  lead  foundry  in  a  suburb  of  this  city  on  the 
left  of  the  Llobregat  River  delta  near  principal  lines  of  communi- 
cation by  land  and  water.  This  new  work  marks  an  advance,  and  it 
is  hoped  here  that  it  will  encourage  the  investment  of  capital  fw 
the  further  exploitation  of  the  mineral  resources  of  this  region. 


The  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  Bolivian  railway  between 
La  Quiaca  and  Tupiza  has  been  awarded  to  a  Paris  firm,  which  has 
already  acquired  1G0,000  quebracho  sleepers  in  Argentina,  aa  well  as 
other  materials. 
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I  Con—I  BuBOd  Ha—llton  Wiley,  Aanndon,  Aog.  20.] 


The  city  of  Concepcion,  about  132  miles  nortb  of  Asuncion,  is  the 
trading  center  of  northern  Paraguay.  It  has  a  population  of  about 
15,000  inhabitants  and  is  connected  with  other  parts  of  the  Republic 
and  with  Brazil  and  Argentina  by  river  steamers  plying  on  the 
Paraguay  River. 

Commercial  lakotlTl^  Prerails — ProspeotlTe  FarchaserB  of  Amerle&ii  Ooodi. 

Commercial  conditions  in  Concepcion  at  presoit  are,  as  in  all  other 
cities  of  the  Republic,  in  a  state  of  sta^ation.  Mer^ants  there  say 
that  there  has  never  been  such  a  period  of  commercial  inactivity. 
The  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  pa{>er  currency  of  the  country 
has  reduced  the  purchasing  power  of  their  customers  to  a  minimum, 
and  the  closing  down  of  many  industries  has  deprived  them  of  a  very 
considerable  trade. 

The  two  principal  merchants  of  Concepcion  (names  and  addresses 
obtainable  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  branch  <^ces,*  refer  to  file  Na  66629),  both  of  whom  do  a  general 
wholesale  and  retail  business,  say  that  they  are  beginning  to  investi- 
gate products  of  the  United  Stotes  with  a  view  to  matting  future i 
purchases  there.  They  say,  however,  that  business  conditions  pre- 
clude any  extensive  purchases  at  this  time. 

The  most  important  lines  handled  by  these  firms  are:  Hardware, 
cutlery,  agricultnral  implements,  cotton  and  other  pie(x  goods,  comes- 
tibles, beverages,  notions,  hats,  shoes,  stationery  and  other  paper 
goods,  and  necessaries  in  general.  Correspondence  with  these  firms, 
as  with  all  firms  in  this  Republic,  should  be  in  Spanish,  as  should 
catalogues  for  distribution  here. 

Trinelpal  Indnitries — Some  Xeading  Companies. 

The  principal  industries  in  the  country  surrounding  Concepcion  are 
cattle  raising  and  lumber.  There  is  also  a  considerable  trade  between- 
Concepcion  and  points  on  the  border  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay, 
the  goods  being  carried  in  wagons  from  Concepcion. 

A  company  known  as  the  Companfa  Industrial  y  Comercial  Norte  del 
Paraguay,  capitalized  at  1,500,000  Argentine  gold  pesos  ($1,347,500 
United  States  currency)  is  engaged  in  developing  the  resources  of  the 
country  to  the  northeast  of  Concepcion,  between  that  city  and  the 
Brazihan  State  of  Matto  Grosso.  This  company  is  at  present  oper- 
ating a  sawmill  on  the  Paraguay  River  in  the  suburbs  of  Concepcion. 
It  has  also  constructed  and  is  operating  a  railway  1-meter  (3.28  feet) 
gauge,  between  Concepcion  and  the  town  of  Horqueta,  a  distance  of 
42  kilometers  (26  miles).  This  railway  is  used  for  passenger  service 
and  to  carry  products  of  the  country  to  Concepcion  for  export. 
Lumber  is  the  principal  frraght.  It  is  planned  to  extend  this  rail- 
way to  the  border  of  the  Brazilian  State  of  Matto  Grosso,  opening 
up  the  country  along  the  way  and  giving  an  outlet  on  the  Paraguay 
River  for  products  n*om  Matto  Grosso. 

At  San  Salvador,  about  40  hours  from  Asuncion,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Paraguay  River,  is  the  largest  meat-packing  establishment  in 


German;  it  is  managed  by  an 
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American,  and  much  of  the  machinery  used  is  of  American  manu- 
facture. The  plant  can  handle  about  300  animals  per  day,  the  prin- 
cipal products  being  canned  tongue,  corned  beef,  and  i>eef  extract 
Muny  by-products  are  also  exported.  Practically  all  the  products  of 
this  establishment  are  exported  to  European  markets. 

This  plant  is  not  in  operation  at  present  on  account  of  a  lack  of 
materials,  principally  tin.  It  is  probable  that  such  articles  may  be 
imported  by  this  company  from  the  United  States. 

Qnebraeho — Extract  Plants. 

At  various  points  on  the  upper  Paraguay  River  are  situated  five 
plants  for  the  extraction  of  the  tanning  fluid  from  quebracho  logs. 
The  process  is  similar  to  the  manufacture  of  sugar.  The  capital  in- 
vested in  the  plants  is  Argentine  and  German.  Practically  all  the 
machinery  used  is  of  German  manufacture. 

During  1912  these  plants  closed  down.  Since  the  beginning  of  the 
war  the  price  of  extract  has  practically  quadrupled,  three  of  these 
plants  have  resumed  operations,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  other  two 
tpill  soon  follow.  The  closing  down  of  these  plants  was,  no  doubt, 
one  of  the  causes  of  the  financial  crisis  from  which  this  country  has 
been  suffering,  as  a  conservative  estimate  puts  the  gold  currency 
brought  into  the  country  for  the  operation  of  the  five  plants  at 
$105,000  per  month. 

The  Sew  York  &  PaTapiay  Co. 

At  Puerto  Pinasco,  on  the  Chaco  or  western  side  of  the  Paraguay 
River,  the  New  York  &  Paraguay  Co.  owns  200  leagues  (926,625 
acres)  of  quebracho  timberlands.  This  company  owns  a  large  saw- 
mill, which  is  not,  however,  in  operation.  Since  the  beginning  of 
the  recent  activity  in  quebracho  extract  the  company  sold  to  two  of 
the  extract  plants  its  large  supply  of  cut  quebracno  logs.  Its  activi- 
ties at  present  consist  in  hauling  these  logs  from  interior  pointe  to 
the  river  for  shipment.  In  this  work  a  railway  of  42  kilometers  (26 
miles)  owned  by  the  company  is  used.  On  the  company's  lands  there 
are  about  12,000  head  of  cattle,  the  land  affording  excellent  pasturage. 
The  capital  invested  in  this  company  is  American;  it  is  capitalized  at 
$1,500,000. 

Cattle  Raising  the  Basic  Industry — Present  Difficalties  and  Fatare  Prospects. 

Cattle  raising  is  the  really  basic  industry  of  northern  Paraguay. 
It  is  the  industry  through  which  this  section  of  the  Republic  will 
be  developed  and  the  one  offering  the  largest  and  most  attractive 
field  for  foreign  capital. 

The  cattle  of  Paraguay  are  of  good-sized  frame,  but  light  in 
weight.  They  are  better  suited  for  canning  than  freezing.  Few 
attempts  have  been  made  to  improve  the  native  breed,  the  principal 
reason  for  tliis  being  the  prevalence  of  the  garapato,  or  cattle  tick, 
wliose  activities  cause  great  loss  among  cattle  not  acclimated. 

Land  for  cattle  raising  may  be  bought  for  about  $8,000  to  $16,000 
per  lesigue  ("1,0:58;',  acres  in  a  Paraguayan  lea|i;ue)  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Paraguay  Kiver,  the  price  depending  on  proximity  to 
the  river.  On  the  Chaco  or  western  side  of  the  river  land  suitable 
for  cattle  raising  may  be  bought  for  $3,000  to  $6,000  per  league. 
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On  both  ffldes  of  the  rirer  there  is  abundant  pasturage.  It  is 
estimated  that  one  league  of  land  will  pasture  500  to  8C^  head  of 
cattle.  The  climate  permits  outdoor  pasturing  dui'ins  the  entire 
year.  Practically  all  the  land  now  stocked  with  cattte  is  fenced, 
fencing  costing  about  $1,000  to  $1,500  per  league. 

Some  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  cattle  raising  here  are  the 
prevalence  of  ticks  and  of  the  ura  (an  insect  that  lays  eggs  in  the 
hid^  of  the  cattle) ;  the  scarcity  of  fresh  water  in  parts  of  the  Chaco 
country  and  the  occasional  floods  in  the  Chaco  in  which  many  cattle 
are  drowned j  the  scarcity  of  efficient  labor;  the  lack  of  transpor- 
tation facilities  within  the  Republic  and  high  freight  rates  to  the 
exterior ;  the  uncertainty  sometimes  found  in  land  titles ;  and  similar 
TOnditions. 

In  spite  of  the  difficulties,  many  of  which  will  disappear  with  the 
development  of  the  cattle  industry  on  a  large  scale,  the  northern  part 
of  Paraguay  offers  a  field  for  the  cattle  business  worthy  of  investi- 
^tion.  It  is,  however,  for  the  investor  with  large  capital  rather 
than  for  the  man  of  limited  means,  since  the  development  attendant 
on  entering  the  cattle  business  there  would  be  expensive  at  the  be* 
giDiimg. 


TOY  XBASE  OF  SPAIN. 

[CoDsal  Oen«ral  Cirl  Bailey  Hunt,  Barceloiui,  SepL  8.] 

An  exposition  of  toys,  games,  and  sporting  articles  of  Spanish 
manufacture  is  now  being  held  in  Barcelona,  organized  by  an  assO' 
ciation  of  toy  makers  of  this  city. 

Although  this  Kingdom  ranks  after  France  and  Germany  among 
European  countries  in  the  manufacture  of  toys,  Spain  has  none  the 
less  been  a  large  importer  in  this  line.  During  1913,  the  latest  year 
for  which  applicable  statistics  are  available,  toys  to  the  value  of 
^50,876  were  imported  into  Spain.  Germany  contributed  $177,059 
■worth  of  these  goods;  France,  $49,653;  Great  Britain,  $11,103;  while 
the  United  States,  standing  fourth  in  the  list,  furnished  high-class 
toys  valued  at  ^,455.  Switzerland,  Austria,  Belgium,  and  Italy 
also  exported  toys  to  Spain  in  small  amoimts. 

Xannfactiirlng  Centers — Exports. 

As  some  of  these  sources  of  supply  are  now  closed  by  reason  of  the 
war,  Spanish  manufacturers  are  making  an  effort  to  augment  their 
output  in  order  to  meet  the  domestic  demand.  The  principal  centers 
for  the  manufacture  of  toys  and  sporting  articles  in  Spain  are  Barce- 
lona and  Valencia.  Factories  of  le^r  imi>ortance  are  scattered 
through  Andalusia,  Aragon,  and  Castile.  The  export  of  toys  from 
Spain  amounted  in  1913  to  $91,060.  Cuba  has  been  Spain's  leading 
customer,  having  taken  in  1913  toys  valued  at  $24,744.  Argentina 
followed  with  purchases  of  $14,004  worth;  the  Canary  Islands, 
$11,425;  France,  $10,892;  and  Turkey,  $6,319.  The  United  States 
bought  Spanish  toys  to  the  value  of  $4,843. 

The  value  of  toys  imported  into  Spain  in  1913  was  greater  than 
in  1912,  when  only  $183,863  worth  was  entered.  The  export  figures 
for  1913  show  a  decline,  $145,225  worth  having  been  consigned  to 
foreign  mArfcets  in  1912,  or  $54,000  more  than  in  1913. 
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TAmriNG  mai:ebiai.s  zh  south  afbiga. 

[Vice  Consul  Biig«ie  U.  Lsmb,  Joluuitiesbary,  July  29.] 

The  steady  exhaustion  of  the  world's  supply  of  tanning  materials, 
coupled  with  an  increasing  demand,  lends  new  importance  to  the  in- 
dustry in  those  countries  where  it  is  capable  of  expansion.  South 
Africa  is  one  of  these,  for  the  wattle,  sumac,  "  elandsboontjes,"  bas- 
tard sumac,  and  mangrove  could  all  be  produced  here  upon  a  com- 
mercial scale. 

The  bastard  sumac,  the  least  important  of  the  varieties  named,  is 

found  in  the  Transvaal,  Orange  River  Colony,  the  highlands  of 
Natal,  and,  though  less  fre(juently,  in  Southern  and  Northern 
Rhodesia.  As  the  plant  contams  but  a  low  percentage  of  tannin,  it 
is  doubtful  whether  it  could  profitably  be  exported. 

Kesnlts  of  Experiments  with  "  Elandsboontjei." 

"  Elandsboontjes"  {Klephantorrhiza  hurcheUii,  leguminosa;)  is 
found  in  great  abundance  in  the  Transvaal,  Orange  River  Colony, 
and  in  the  uplands  of  Natal.  The  roots  of  " elandsboontjes "  have 
been  used  for  many  years  by  the  Boers  for  tanning,  though  it  is  said 
that  the  red  color  which  this  plant  imparts  to  the  leather,  together 
with  its  tendency  to  render  the  leather  unduly  soft,  reduces  its  value 
as  a  tanning  material. 

In  his  annual  report  for  1904—5  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  after 
describing  certain  experiments  that  had  been  carried  on  by  his  de- 
partment, said : 

The  following  resnlts  Imllcate  tiint  the  roots  of  Elcphantorrkiza  bnrchcUU 
form  a  fairly  satisfinjlory  tnnniiiff  mntci'ial  for  local  use,  but  that  It  is  doubtful 
whether  it  woulil  pay  to  export  it.  As  a  geueral  rule  it  is  not  remunerative  to 
exiH>vt  niiiltrTiais  conTainiiin  less  than  30  i>er  cent  of  tannin  unless,  like  sumac, 
they  pLVssoss  some  pnrticuluriy  valuable  characteristic  not  readily  procurable  la 
other  tannin}!  materials. 

It  is  possible  that  It  nilf^ht  pay  to  prepare  a  tanning  extract  from  the  roots  of 
ElcpMntorrhiza  burchellii  for  export,  but  there  are  several  difficulties  in  tlie 
way  of  doing  this.  Tlio  roots  contain  a  considerable  quantity  of  a  redudng 
sugar  whicli  would  find  its  way  into  the  extract,  and  tiie  latter  would,  therefore, 
be  lialiie  to  ferment,  and  for  tliat  reason  would  be  dllllcult  to  store  or  transpi>rt, 
especially  in  hot  countries.  Further,  the  red  coloring  matter  present  In  the 
roots  would  also  appear  in  the  extract,  and  this  would,  to  some  extent,  detract 
from  Its  value  ns  a  tanning  agent,  especially  in  l-'iirope.  It  would  l)0  possible 
to  free  the  extract  from  this  ro<I  coloring  matter  hy  bleaching  it  with  .sulphur 
dioxide  or  by  tlie  addition  of  sodium  meta-bisulpbite,  but  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  x^i'^Jit^l^ce  among  taiuier^j  in  Kuropcnu  countries  against  the  use  of 
ratraot  bleached  in  this  way,  and  it  is  not  advisable  to  adopt  this  plan  If  it  can 
bo  avoided. 

Wattle  Bark  an  Important  Product. 

The  production  of  wattle  bark  is  an  industry  of  much  importance 
in  South  Africa.  The  bark  is  gathered  from  several  s})ecies  of 
acacia  in 'Natal,  Orange  River  Colony,  and  the  Transvaal.  [See 
CoMMEitfF.  Rnroins  f(ir  Apr.  12,  1015.  An  interesting  account  of 
wattle  cultivation  in  Natal  appeared  in  the  issue  for  Jan.  30,  1908.] 
Its  most  extensive  use  is  in  tanning  heavy  leathers,  hut  it  furnishes 
as  well  a  full,  soft  finish  with  calfskin  and  can  be  used  advan- 
tageously for  the  production  of  light  leathers.  Leather  tanned  with 
wattle  bark  has  a  faint  reddish  tinge,  the  color  darkening  slightly 
upon  exposure  to  light,  but  not  more  so  than  that  of  leather  tanned 
with  oak  or  hemlock  bark  or  extract 
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Exports  of  tanning  materials  (wattle  bark)  from  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  for  the  calendar  year  1914  totaled  $1,393,761,  being  the 
value  of  130,216,826  pounds.  For  the  year  preceding  the  value  was 
$1,505,350;  for  1912,  $1,377^67;  for  1911,  $1,409,123;  for  1910, 
$1^7^70.  The  distributi<Hi  of  the  shipments  during  1913  and 
19Uwas: 


Eiportedto— 

ins 

1U4 

FDonda; 

Poonds. 

Talna. 

33S,2« 
8,871,278 
820,208 
000,109 
586,9fi9 
2, 124,  7D3 
30,745,850 
169,730 
2,018, 145 
99,203,608 
48,622 

t2,e04 

86,843 
9,227 
10,576 
6,485 
20,619 
332,470 
1,757 
22,138 
1,013,166 
466 

267, 101 
7,156,368 
7^,608 
419,037 
1,344,245 
l,I01,4ia 
25,9(M,174 
331,199 
708,961 
9^276,338 
68,303 

S2,50n 
67,903 
7,743 
fi,7«> 
18, 135 
10,011 
:95,5r.7 
2,273 

9,m 

«%057 
650 

£CTpt  

145^717,738 

1,606,860 

130,316,826 

1,388. 7U 

South  Africa's  purchases  of  foreign  tanning  materials  are  not 
important. 

Sew  Extra otlon  Ptoocbs. 

A  matter  of  no  little  interest  is  the  recent  invention  of  a  method 
of  tannin  extraction  from  wattle  bark.  The  method  heretofore  em- 
ployed involved  the  use  of  leaching  vats.  The  new  method  com- 
prises a  primary  crushing  of  the  ba^  by  a  Krojenski  crusher.  Fol- 
lowing this  treatment  the  bark  is  passed  through  a  series  of  heavy- 
pressure  bronze  rollers.  The  important  feature  of  this  rolling  is 
the  moistening  of  the  bark  with  warm  water  or  with  water  and 
alcohol  prior  to  its  passage  beneath  the  rolls. 

Following  a  practical  test  of  this  method  in  the  Johannesburg 
laboratories  of  the  inventor,  representative  samples  were  taken  ot 
the  ^een  bark  as  used  in  the  process  and  of  the  final  liquor  thus 
obtained.  This  liquid  was  found  to  have  a  specific  gravity  of  1.10 
and  was  of  a  much  better  color  than  the  liquids  usually  obtained  by 
treating  bark  in  leaching  vats.  It  is  claimed  by  the  inventor  that 
equally  satisfactory  results  are  obtained  when  dry  or  weathered  bark 
is  employed. 

A  company  has  been  organ^ed  for  the  commercial  utilization  of 
the  new  process.  It  is  necessary  to  add,  however,  that  owing  to 
the  war  the  arrival  of  the  necessary  equipment  has  been  delayed, 
though  it  is  expected  that  the  plant  will  be  in  operation  within  a 
year.  In  the  meantime,  interested  persons  are  directed  to  communi- 
cate with  Bilbrough  &  Frew,  Marshall  Square  Buildings,  .Tohannos- 
bni^,  South  Africa,  who  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  such  information 
as  may  be  possible  and  appropriate. 

The  publication  of  a  decree  in  the  Official  Qazette  of  Brazil,  per- 
mitting the  Texas  Co.  (South  American)  (Ltd.)  to  operate  in  that 
country,  is  announced  in  a  dispatch  from  Consul  (Jeneral  Gottschalk 
at  Kio  de  Janeiro.  This  is  the  company  that  operates  in  Mexico 
as  the  Texas  Oil  Co.  Its  present  purpose  is  to  deal  in  illuminating 
oU  and  gasoline,  but  not  in  fuel  oils. 
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TAADE  NOTES  FBOH  COSTA  BZGA.' 

[Consul  CbMter  Donaldson,  Port  Llmon,  Sept.  26.] 

Tin  Beceptaoles  Aeqnired  for  SUpments  of  Candy. 

The  candy  imported  into  ihis  district  annually  has  a  total  valua- 
tion of  about  $25,000.  At  least  80  per  cent  of  the  amount  received 
is  intended  for  the  markets  m  the  interior  of  the  country.  About  50 
per  cent  of  the  imports  come  from  England,  30  per  cent  from  the 
United  States,  10  per  cent  from  Germany,  and  the  remaining  10  per 
cent  from  France,  Italy,  and  other  countries.  Candy  for  export  to 
this  district  should  be  packed  in  tin  cans  or  boxes,  hermetically  sealed. 
The  hot,  moist  climate  of  this  coast  makes  pasteboard  useless,  with 
the  result  that  the  candy  spoils  before  it  can  be  cleared  from  the 
customhouse  and  placed  on  sale. 

Blank  Books  Shipped  Largely  from  United  States. 

The  importations  of  blank  books  received  here,  including  supplies 
used  to  simplify  accounts,  have  an  annual  value  of  about  $10,000,  of 
which  50  per  cent  come  from  the  United  States,  24  per  cent  from 
Germany,  10  per  cent  from  England,  7  per  cent  from  Spain,  and 
the  balance  from  France  and  other  countries.  Most  of  the  larger 
commercial  houses  use  supplies  required  for  Amplified  accounting 
systems  in  their  daily  transactions. 

[Lists  of  Importers  of  cnndy,  blank  books,  and  stationery  at  Port  Limon  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  67116.1 


FOBEION  BAIIWAY  EQITIPHEIIT  DESCIUBED. 

With  the  object  of  placing  in  convenient  and  accessible  form  be- 
fore persons  in  this  country  who  are  interested  in  or  responsible  for 
railway  materials,  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards,  in  connec- 
tion with  its  investigation  of  failures  of  such  material,  has  obtained, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  State  Department,  copies  of  specifications 
for  railway  material — rails,  axles,  wheels,  and  tires — used  in  several 
European  countries.  These  specifications  are  ^ven  in  full,  together 
with  a  digest  and  discussion,  in  a  forthcoming  circular  of  information 
from  the  Dureau.  Available  data  concerning  the  types  and  weights  of 
foreign  railway  equipment,  together  with  those  concerning  derail- 
ments and  accidents  abroad,  are  included  in  the  circular. 

Copies  of  the  publication  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


TRADE  OFFOBTTTNITIES  STABT  FROlOSINa  TRADE. 

Commercial  Agent  E.  C.  Porter,  of  the  New  York  branch  of  the 
Bureau,  is  apprised  by  an  American  manufacturing  firm  that  it  has 
just  obtained  fair-sized  sample  orders  from  Spain  through  the  use 
of  a  foreign  trade  opportunity  in  Commerce  Reports  calling  for  elec- 
trical and  hardware  lines.  It  adds  that  the  new  connection  seems 
very  promising.  The  initial  orders  through  trade  opportunities 
are  to  be  regarded  as  the  entering  wedge  for  gaining  a  large  export 
trade. 
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VOBEiaS  TBAOE  OPPOBTUHITIES. 

EWhan  ■flilHWfi  an  Mtltted  tter  obtained  from  tlw  Bwmv  or  Us  bnMk 

•aeM.] 

Mmdhugt  wad  twU  eatei^  No.  1900a— An  American  CfHwular  ofBcer  In  tbe 
United  Kingdom  writes  that  a  flrm  in  his  territory  would  like  to  receive 
catalogues,  and  price  lists,  In  English  currency,  for  women's  handbags, 
and  suit  cases  for  both  men  and  women,  the  former  retailing  from  $2.17 
up  to  fl0.21  and  the  latter  from  $7.30  to  $14.60,  in  all  sizes  from  20  to  28 
inches.  Both  nickel  and  brass  flttlnss  are  osed,  bat  nickel  fittings  are 
preferred.  C.  1.  f.  quotations  are  desired.  The  firm  la  accustomed  to  a 
2|  per  cent  discount  monthly. 

Shoe,  printer't,  bookbinder's,  and  paper-box  manufacturinff  supplies.  No. 
19001. — A  commercial  organization  in  the  United  States  informs  the  Bureau 
that  a  man  In  Spain  wishes  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of 
tbe  foUowlDg  lines:  Shoe-man  of acturlag  supplies,  printer's,  bookbinder's, 
and  paper-box  manufacturing  sappUea.  Correspondence  should  be  In 
Spanish. 

XMttoratorp  mpplie*.  No.  19002. — The  Bureau  is  informed  by  an  American  con- 
sular officer  In  Siberia  that  a  flrm  In  his  district  desires  the  names  and 
addresses  of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  visual  teaching 
and  laboratory  acceasories  for  sdiools,  sacb  as  flaslis,  retorts,  testing  tubes, 
etc,  for  chemical  atndy,  physical  amiaratns  twe  general  mechanic,  hydro- 
static, opt^,  magnetic,  and  electric  work.  Catalogues  and  prices  are  re* 
quested.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Russian. 

Hosiery,  No.  1900S. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  writes  that  a 
menebant  In  Us  district  wishes  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  mann- 
flictorers  of  ^k  hoelMy  for  women  and  diildren,  witb  a  view  to  baying 
these  goods  on  a  cash  basis.  Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 

Jewelrv,  ctaiar  huttoiu,  and  pin  noveltie*,  Mo.  19004.— Tbe  Bnreaa  Is  Informed 
by  an  American  consular  ofllcer  in  India  that  a  man  In  his  district  has  re- 
quested catalogues,  price  lists,  and  terms  of  sole  agency  for  the  sale  of 
cheap  jewelry,  collar  buttons,  and  pin  novelties. 

Sosierp,  etc.  No.  19005.— An  Amraican  cwsular  oflBcer  In  Italy  writes  that  a 
firm  in  his  district,  with  three  traveling  men  and  a  well-known  clientele 
in  Italy,  the  colonies,  Malta,  and  Tunis,  desires  to  get  into  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  desiring  a  representative  for  Italy  and  tho 
colonies,  of  silk  socks  and  stockings,  medium  grades,  for  men  and  women; 
also  shoe  [ralisbes.  References  are  given.  C3orrespondence  should  be  in 
Italian  or  French. 

Benlwood  chain,  cigar^tea,  clock*  and  watches,  etc.,  No.  19006.— The  Bureau 
is  informed  by  an  American  consular  officer  in  Africa  that  a  wholesale  and 
retail  merchant  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  with  prices  and 
discounts  on  bentwood  chairs,  cigarettes,  lamps,  mirrors,  padlocks,  scissors 
and  shears,  spectacles,  stationery,  steel  trunks,  and  watches  and  clocks. 
Only  the  chei^a-  grades  of  these  articles  are  desired.  Correspondence  may 
be  In  Englisb. 

Batata,  No.  19007. — ^The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  Orm  in  So\ith 
America,  which  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  buyers  of  block  balata. 
It  states  tbat  It  has  a  ton  (2,240  pounds)  or  more  to  dispose  of  weekly. 
Payments  would  have  to  lie  made  against  shipping  documents. 


Bzandi  Offices  of  the  Burean  of  Fore^  uid  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  Tork,  Soom  409  United  States  Cnstomhoase ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  ITnlted 
States  Castomhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Sailding;  St.  Loals,  403  Third  ITational 
Bank  Bolldlng;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1030  Hlbemia 
Bank  Building;  San  Tranclsoo,  306  TTalted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle,  082  Alaska 
Banding.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Conuneroe;  Ciadn- 
aatl,  dtanber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeree;  Detroit,  Board 
et  CMunaree;  miadelphla.  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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PBOPOSALS  FOR  OOVEBHUENT  STTPPUES  AND  CONSTBUCTIOH. 

'  [Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  tbc  offices  named,  and  speclflcatloQB  can  asually 
be  obtained  at  tbe  points  wtacre  tbe  i^oods  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  la  to  be  per- 
formed. In  caaea  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  flrmi  to  oubmlt  tenoera, 
they  should  auk  to  be  placed  od  the  mailinK  lists  ot  such  oflLcea  to  recdTe  notices  culU>S 
for  fnture  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  natui-e.] 

Xavu  Department  supplier.  No.  2T4S. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelred  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
until  November  9,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  following  material.  Firms  In- 
terested therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  aud 
Accounts,  pivIiiK  tlie  sche<iule  numbers  desired :  Schedule  8929,  Itner  steel 
forglngs;  schedule  8930,  library  books;  schedule  S031,  cupro  nickel  shell 
bands;  schedule  8932,  40-gallon  steam  jacketed  kettles,  and  select  white 
pine;  and  scheiilule  8933,  cocoa,  lemon  extract,  vanilla  extract,  split  peas, 
and  pickles.  Bids  will  also  be  received  until  November  16,  1916,  for  the 
following :  Schedule  8926,  sheet  metal  bulletin  boards ;  schedule  8924,  ftir> 
nishing  and  Inirtalling  electric  -  driven  freight  ^vator;  scbednle  89^ 
Itoentgen-ray  machines;  schedule  8936,  rolled  phosphor  bronze;  schednle 
8937,  quadrant  compensating  davits;  schednle  8938,  burnishing  and  trim- 
ming lathe;  and  schedule  8942,  steel  pulleys.  Bids  will  be  received  until 
November  23,  1915,  for  the  following:  Schedule  8927,  gasoline;  schedule 
S928,  gasoline  and  distillate;  schedule  8943,  nibber  packings,  wrought  pipe, 
steel  sheets,  and  screws ;  schedule  8944,  bar  brass,  brass  tubing  and  copper 
tubing;  schedule  8945,  buoy  anchors,  tin  boxes,  wooden  boxes,  wooden  deck 
beam  boxes,  cork  buoys,  metal  cases,  and  metallic  jars ;  and  schedule  8946, 
hoisting  motor  and  controlling  appliances,  and  ribbed  steel  floor  plates. 
Bids  will  also  be  received  until  November  80,  1915,  for  tbe  following: 
Schedule  8940,  motors  for  aeroplanes;  and  schednle  8941,  cloth  sheet  as- 
bestos metallic  packing,  compressed  fiber  sheet  asbestos  packing,  flax  pack- 
lug,  sheet  packing,  rubber,  cloth  and  wire  Inso'tloa  sheet  packing,  spiral 
gland  packing,  aiul  Tucks  packing. 

Lard  and  ham,  No.  2749. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  ofBce  of  the 
Peiwt  Quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  115-123  East  Ontario  Street, 
CUicngo,  III.,  at  tbe  office  of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  United  States 
Army,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  or  at  the  office  of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  United 
Spates  Army,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  until  November  6,  1916,  for  furnishing  and 
delivering  lard  and  ham. 

Comtmction  loork.  No.  2750. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  November  16,  1915,  for  a  new  lookout  gallery  In  the  United  States 
courtiiousG  and  post  olllee  at  Dallas,  Tex.  Drawings  and  specifications 
may  t>e  had  on  application  to  the  Washington  office  or  at  tbe  office  of  the 
custodian  of  the  site  at  Dallas. 

Construction  icork.  No.  2751. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Naval 
Station,  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii,  and  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks, 
Navy  Department,  W!ishiii{,'l:on,  D.  C,  until  November  27,  1915,  for  con- 
structing one  reinforced  concrete  power  house,  one  reinforced  concrete 
oiwrating  building,  and  one  wooden  double  quarters  for  chief  operators, 
at  the  Naval  Station,  Pearl  Harbor.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Deitart- 
ment,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  above-named  naval 
station. 

Dockhif/  and  repairing  lififtthonse  tender,  No.  2752. — Sealed  proposals  will  be 
receivetl  by  the  Lightliouso  InsiK'ctor,  Charleston,  S.  O.,  for  docking  and 
it^mlrlng  the  Lighthouse  Tender  Mangrove.  Further  Information  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Suhninlrm-c  xlorcK,  No.  2753. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  office 
of  tlie  (}uarternmsler.  United  States  Army,  308  Gumbel  Building,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  until  November  2,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  flsli,  corn 
meal,  potatoes,  prunes,  evaporated  apples  and  peaches,  coffee,  sugar, 
viiH'triii',  iiitkies,  salt  and  iH'j)per,  cinnamon,  cloves,  ginger,  lard,  butter, 
o1eoin:it-^:aiine,  sirup,  bacon,  cheese,  ham,  malted  milk,  oatineal,  preserves, 
and  .sausage. 
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BEW  AMEBICAN-GHINESE  STEAHSHIF  LINE. 

Mr.  Philip  Manson,  of  New  York,  recently  returned  from  China, 
where  he  concluded  arrangements  for  the  organization  of  the  Pa- 
cific &  Eastern  Steamship  Co.  (Inc.),  which  will  operate  steamship 
services,  under  the  American  flag,  between  China,  the  Philippines, 
and  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  coa^  of  the  United  States.  The  com- 
pany  is  a  joint  American  and  Chinese  enterprise  and  has  just  been 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York.  It  will 
commence  business  with  a  capital  of  $2,000,000.  Half  of  the  capital 
has  been  subscribed  by  American  and  half  by  Chinese.  The  direc- 
torate consists  of  seven  members,  four  Americans  and  three  Chinese. 

The  American  interests  are  represented  by  F.  Mertens*s  Sons,  of 
Cumberland,  Md.,  and  Washington,  D.  C.  The  Chinese  interests  are 
represented  by  Chinese  capitalists  in  Shanghai  and  Canton.  The 
president  of  the  company  is  Mr.  John  Mitdiell,  jr.,  of  the  firm  of 
F.  Mertens's  Sons.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  also  president  of  the  Washington 
and  Southern  Bank,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  Mr.  Philip  Manson  is 
managing  director.  The  company  will  buy  or  charter  steamers  so 
that  sailings  may  begin  as  soon  as  possible  and  will  build  new  steam- 
ers to  be  delivered  as  quickly  as  p<^ible.  The  principal  office  of  the 
company  in  the  United  States  is  in  New  York;  the  principal  office 
in  Ohina  is  in  Shanghai. 


KICKOSTItUCTURAL  CHAXTOES  IH  AHITEALED  BBONZE. 

The  properties  of  east  steel  may  be  greatly  improved  as  a  result 
of  refining  the  grain  by  proper  annealing.  *rhe  changes  occurring 
in  cast  brasses  and  bronzes  upon  annealing  are  by  many  metal  work- 
ers i-egarded  in  the  same  light.  A  study  has  just  been  completed  by 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  of  the  annealing  of.  bronze, 
using  the  commercially  important  alloy  zinc  bronze  (copper  88,  tin 
10,  zinc  2)  as  a  type.  The  results  show  that  bronze  is  very  diiferent 
in  its  behavior  from  steel,  and  shows  no  recrystallization  or  grain 
refining  unless  it  has  been  previously  cold  worked  as  by  rolling  or 
hammering. 

Copies  of  this  publication  may  be  obtained  by  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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SFAinSH  CAKAB7  SEED  AT  LOWER  FIUCES. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Grace?,  Serllte,  Sept  10.] 

While  canary  seed  is  not  one  of  the  most  important  exports  of  the 
Seville  consular  d  istrict,  which  has  always  been  famous  for  its  expor- 
tations  of  cork,  olives,  and  olive  oil,  yet  the  fact  that  the  seed  pro- 
duced in  this  district  is  said  to  be  the  finest  in  the  world  and  com- 
mands a  higher  price  tlian  any  secured  from  other  sources  is  worthy 
of  attention. 

England  is  the  great  market  for  Spanish  canary  seed,  as  it  is  for 
all  seed  of  this  nature  from  other  countries.  English  market  circu- 
lar usually  quote  prices  on  14  qualities  of  birdseed.  These  quotations 
show  that  the  finest  qualities  all  come  from  Spain — the  smaller  and 
inferior  grades  from  Cordoba  and  some  northern  districts,  the  finer 
from  the  Provinces  of  Seville  and  Cadiz. 

Local  dealers  state  that  practically  the  entire  export  of  canary 
seed  from  this  country  comes  from  the  Seville  consular  district.  The 
best  products  are  from  the  tracts  around  the  cities  of  Jerez  de  la 
Frontera  and  Lebrija.  No  official  data  are  obtainable  as  to  the 
extent  of  acreage  planted  in  canary  seed  in  this  district,  or  the  annual 
production,  but  one  exporter  estimates  the  annual  production  at 
between  4,000  and  5,000  tons.  Some  of  this  seed  is  uised  in  Spain, 
but  the  bulk  of  it  goes  to  England,  and  is  regularly  quoted  on  the 
Mark  Lane  market  where,  on  account  of  its  ^ze  and  appearance, 
it  always  obtains  a  much  higher  price  than  the  Moroccan^  River 
Plate,  or  Turkish  seed. 

Canary  Seed  Classed  as  Luxury  In  War  Time. 

The  trade  at  present  is  practically  paralyzed.  British  importers 
are  somewhat  overstocked,  and  on  account  of  the  war  and  the  fact 
that  canary  seed  is  considered  in  the  nature  of  a  luxury,  there  is 
not  the  same  call  for  it  in  England  and  elsewhere  as  in  normal  times. 
Current  prices  here,  which  may  be  called  nominal,  are  now  low. 
The  latest  quotations  are  34  to  36  pesetas  silver  per  100  kilos  ($6.24 
to  $6.60  for  220.46  pounds).  These  figures  are  for  the  undeaned 
seed,  on  the  wagon,  unpacked. 

Formerly  canary  seed  was  shipped  from  this  market  in  single  jute 
ba^^  but  owing  to  losses  in  transit,  and  through  the  influence  of  the 
British  importers  and  their  agents  here,  it  has  become  customary  to 
pack  the  seed  in  double  jute  hags,  which  are  manufactured  in  Seville 
mills.  Freights  are  high.  Exporters  of  seed  and  other  commodities 
state  that  the  importei-s  in  the  United  States  would  get  better  rates 
by  securing  quotations  from  the  agents  of  the  lines  in  American  ports. 

Payment  for  seed  is  usually  effected  by  letter  of  credit  In  Seville, 
drafts  being  drawn  against  such  credits,  and  quotations  are  usually 
made  on  the  basis  of  payment  prior  to  shipment.  Keductions  are 
sometimes  possible  with  firm  counter  offers,  but  with  America  would 
have  to  be  made  by  cable.  The  use  of  delayed  telegrams,  known  gen- 
erally as  "  L.  C.  D."  dispatches,  is  possible  in  this  business.  By  this 
system  half  rates  are  charged  for  delayed  messages  in  plain  language. 
Prior  to  the  war  it  was  possible  to  make  drafts  against  importing 
houses,  but  the  banks  now  generally  refuse  to  discount  papers, 
though  it  is  possible  that  some  firms  might  be  able  to  use  sight  draft& 
Payment  in  Seville,  however,  is  generally  demanded,  as  in  the  case 
of  olives  and  other  such  commodities  exported  6nm  this~ci^  i 
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frepared  to  Handle  Orders  from  United  Statei. 

The  address  of  a  British  exporter  is  forwarded.  This  exporter  is 
prepared  to  handle  orders  direct  from  tlie  United.  States  and  malve 
quotations  by  mail  or  cable  as  directed. 

The  last  statistics  issued  by  the  Spanish  customs  give  the  exporta- 
tions  of  canai-y  seed  from  Seville  to  Spanish  ports  as  1,013,104 
pounds  and  to  foreign  ports  as  2,465,525  pounds.  It  is  understood 
that  practically  all  of  the  latter  amount  was  shipped  to  British  ports. 
The  closing  of  the  British  market  and  the  general  tendency  toward 
lower  prices  offer  an  opportunity  for  American  importers  to  buy 
Spanish  seed  direct  rather  than  through  British  dealers. 

[The  name  of  an  exporter  of  canary  seed  at  Seville  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  67,178.] 


CANADIAN  GRAIN  SHIFUENTS  FOB  1914^15. 

[Conral  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  WUllam,  Ontario,  Sept.  80.] 

For  the  purpose  of  statistical  comparison,  the  Canadian  grain  crop 
year  closes  on  August  31  each  year.  The  Dominion  Government 
Grain  Commission  has  recently  issued  the  following  data  relative  to 
the  grain  shipments  from  the  twin  ports  of  Fort  William  and  Port 
Arthur  to  eastern  Canadian  and  American  ports  during  the  past 
crop  year,  in  comparison  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year: 


1913-U 


1914-15 


To  (^nnflhtn  ports. 
To  American  ] 


foKn(^(airaotl..... 
Lort  m  root*  (wrecked) , 

Total  ahlpiiuDts . 


93,678,731 
93.447,488 


947,  54B 


Buthelt. 
73, 226,  COS 
2^  848,221 
131,481 


187,978,788 


101, 194,801 


During  the  latter  year  the  total  number  of  cargoes  was  712,  of 
which  617  were  carried  in  Canadian  vessels  and  95  in  American. 

The  figures  for  the  grain  crop  of  1915-16  do  not  appear  in  the 
above  statement,  as  the  shipment  of  this  season's  grain  out  of  termi- 
nal elevators  had  not  commenced. 


FOBTUGAL'S  BTTDOET  FOB  CTTBBENI  FISCAL  TEAB. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Zioivrle,  Lisbon,  Sept  7.1 

Portugal  has  included  in  the  appropriations  for  1915-16  the  sum 
of  1,050,000  escudos  (about  $750,000  United  States  gold)  for  the  cost 
of  two  submarines  of  wide  radius  of  action,  the  total  allotment  to  the 
Ministry  of  Marine  being  3,600,000  escudos.  The  budget  allowance 
for  the  Ministry  of  War  is  20,000,000  escudos;  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  100,000  escudos;  Ministry  of  Public  Works,  900,000  escudos; 
Ministry  of  the  Colonies,  5,400,000  escudos.  At  present  exchange  the 
escudo  is  woilh  70  to  72  cents  United  States  gold. 

According  to  the  budget,  the  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  are  esti- 
mated at  78,043,630  escudos,  of  which  72,857,012  escudos  is  ordinary 
and  5,186,618  escudos  extraordinary  revenue.  The  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary expenses  of  the  Government  for  1915-16  are  placed  at 
88,64fr,951  escudos.  Digitized  by  Google 
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COMUEBCIAI  AGENT  TO  CONFER  WITH  LUMBER  IKEALEB& 

Commercial  Agent  F.  H.  Smith,  of  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  has  just  retunied  to  the  United  States  from  an 
extensive  trip  to  the  Far  Kast  and  Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
■where  lias  has  been  inveytigating  the  possibilities  of  marketing  in- 
creased quantities  of  American  lumber.  Considerable  lumber  from 
the  United  States  is  already  used  in  those  sections,  and  the  problem 
confronting  producers  is  the  increasing  of  this  trade  rather  than  its 
introduction.  Mr.  Smith  has  made  himself  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  requirements  of  the  markets  and  the  obstacles  still  in  the  way  of 
increased  exportation  from  this  country.  He  is  now  in  Seattle,  mak- 
ing his  headquarters  at  the  branch  office  of  the  Bureau  in  the  Alaska 
Building,  but  exi>ects  to  leave  on  November  1  for  a  trip  to  the  prin- 
cipal centers  of  the  lumber  trade  on  the  west  coast  to  confer  per- 
sonally with  lumber  producers,  lumbei-  dealers,  and  officials  of  asso- 
ciations connected  with  the  sale  of  west-coast  lumber.  He  will  be  in 
and  around  Portland  until  November  5  or  6,  in  San  Francisco  and 
vicinity  to  about  November  13,  and  in  Spokane  November  14.  Ho 
will  afeo  stop  at  Chicago  on  his  way  to  AVashington,  D.  C,  where 
he  will  report  about  November  18  or  19. 

Dealers  and  others  interested  in  the  exporting  of  lumber  can  inter- 
view Mr.  Smith  at  the  offices  of  the  Bureau  in  Seattle,  San  Francisco, 
and  Chicago,  and  can  communicate  with  him  at  the  other  places  men- 
tioned through  the  local  chambei^  of  commerce. 


OTTAWA  TO  BUY  STBEET-CLEANINO  EaUIFUEKT. 

[Consul  O.  Gaylord  Mnrsb,  detaUed  as  vice  consul,  Ottawa,  Canada,  Sept  21.1 

It  is  probable  that  experiments  will  be  conducted  by  the  city  of 
Ottawa  next  year,  with  a  view  to  purchasing  vacuxim  street  cleaners 
and  automobile-pressure  flushers.  American  manufacturers  who  may 
be  interested  should  address  the  city  engineer,  Ottawa,  Canada. 

The  city  has  42  miles  of  pavement,  mostly  asphalt,  which  is  cleaned 
daily  under  the  supervision  of  the  city  engineering  department.  In 
the  cleaning  operations  45  sprinklers  and  3  flushers  of  the  air- 
pressure  type  are  used.  In  addition,  several  pieces  of  old-style  equip- 
ment arc  employed.  No  mechanical  sweepers,  street-car  sprinklers, 
or  automobile  sprinklers  or  flushers  are  owned  or  used  by  the  city. 
Ninety  "  white  wings"  are  employed,  and  are  provided  with  the  usual 
wheel  buckets,  bru^ers,  and  scrapers. 

During  the  winter  months  horse-drawn  snow  plows  are  used  for  re- 
moving surplus  snow  from  sidewalks  and  from  business  streets  not 
occupied  by  street  car  tracks.  The  snow  is  then  packed  by  use  of 
team-drawn  levelers.  On  streets  having  car  tracks,  car  sweepers  are 
used  for  removing  surplus  snow,  the  leveling  being  done  by  street-car 
winged  plows. 

Most  of  the  equipment  now  in  use  by  the  engineering  department  ' 
is  manufactured  in  the  city  sliops.    ^Experiments  with  mechanical 
sweepers  are  reported  to  have  been  unsatisfactory. 


Peat  is  being  used  as  fertilizer  in  greater  quantities  in  the  United 
States— $350,000  worth  in  1914,  against  $170,000  worth  ipa913.  . 
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Z&CATON  GBASS  70B  PAPER  STOCK. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  possibilities  of  zacaton  grass  in  the  manu- 
facture of  paper  in  a  new  professional  paper  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Bulletin  No.  309.  Zacaton  grass  extends 
from  California  and  Texas  southward  to  the  Argentine  Andes.  It 
grows  most  prof usely,  however,  in  the  mountain  regions  east  and 
west  of  the  City  of  Mexico,  where  it  is  harvested  for  the  sake  of  its 
roots.  These  are  made  into  brushes  of  various  sorts,  and  for  this 
reason  the  zacaton  plant  is  frequently  known  by  the  common  English 
names  of  broomroot  grass,  wire  grass,  and  rice-root  grass.  At  the 
present  time  the  tops  of  the  plant  are  allowed  to  go  to  waste.  It  is 
from  these  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  satisfactory  paper- 
making  material  may  be  developed. 

An  acre  of  grass  should  yield  at  least  3  tons  of  tops.  The  plant 
is  a  perennial  one,  the  growth  being  almost  entirely  from  self-sown 
seed.  Unless  checked  by  fire,  cultivation,  or  the  harvesting  of  tiie 
roots,  the  gross  will  soon  cover  a  field  solidly,  and  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  many  square  miles  densely  covered  with  the  growth.  The 
range  can  be  profitably  gone  over  for  roots  every  third  year. 

Tht  Soda  ProoesB— A  Good  PriatlitK  Paper. 

Laboratory  tests  of  this  grass  conducted  by  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  show  that  it  can  be  chemically  reduced  to 
paper  stock  by  the  soda  process  more  easily  and  with  less  expense 
than  is  necessary  to  reduce  poplar  wood.  The  same  processes  and 
methods  which  ai-e  employed  for  the  manufacture  of  pulp  from  pop- 
lar wood  are  quite  suitable  for  the  treatment  of  zacaton,  but  in  place 
of  the  wood-sawing,  chipping,  and  screening  machinery  a  grass  dusten 
is  necessary. 

The  paper  manufactured  from  the  istock  has  proved  as  satisfactory 
in  physical  tests  as  a  first-grade,  machine-finished  printing  paper. 
It  has,  moreover,  a  very  satisfactory  appearance  and  feeling.  For 
bleaching,  however,  the  experiments  showed  that  more  bleaching 
powder  was  required  than  with  poplar  stock. 

The  percentage  of  air-dry  fiber  obtained  from  the  zacaton  grass 
appears  to  be  somewhat  less  than  that  from  poplar  wood,  but  practi- 
caUy  equal  to  that  of  esparto.  Forty-three  per  cent  of  air-dry  Gheit 
was  obtained  in  the  Government  experiments  from  air-dried  grass, 
while  the  fiber  yield  from  poplar  wood  ranges  from  46  to  48  per  cent. 

No  estimate  of  the  cost  of  manufacture  is  made  in  the  bulletin  al- 
ready mentioned.  A  rapid  increase,  however,  in  the  demand  for 
paper  and  the  increasing  likelihood  that  the  raw  material  that  is 
necessary  for  its  manufacture  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  this  de- 
mand makes  the  subject  worthy  of  further  investigation  by  the  trade. 
It  has  been  estimated  that  the  growth  of  wood  in  the  United  States 
is  being  removed  at  the  rate  of  36  cubic  feet  per  acre  each  year,  while 
the  natural  increase  is  at  the  rate  of  12  cubic  feet  per  acre.  In  other 
words,  wood  is  being  used  three  times  as  fast  as  it  grows.  The  conse- 
quence is,  of  course,  a  continual  increase  in  the  price  of  raw  material, 
and  the  desirability  of  finding  some  substitute  is  obvious. 


Lime  hydrating  plants  in  the  United  States  increased  from  30  in 
1906  to  82  in  1914,  and  their  output  from  $479,000  to  $2,240^.  i 
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FBESH  HAHBUT  LANDED  AT  KOBTH  FACIFIG  PORTS. 

[Commercial  Agent  William  B.  UrnderBon,  Seattle,  Wash.] 

Arrivals  of  fresh  halibut  at  North  Pacific  ports  during  September, 
1915,  were  as  follows:  By  independent  schooners  at  Seattle,  1,316,611 

f rounds;  by  company  schooners  at  Seattle,  985,000  pounds;  by  regu- 
ar  steamers  at  Seattle,  298,300  pounds;  arrivals  at  Oregon  and 
Washington  ports,  18,000  pounds;  arrivals  at  Ketchikan,  Alaska, 
305,000  pounds;  arrivals  at  Vancouver,  B.  C.j  1,003,000  poimds;  ar- 
rivals at  Steveston,  B.  C,  467,000  pounds;  arrivals  at  Prince  Rupert, 
B  .C,  2,090,000  pounds,  making  a  total  of  6,482,911  pounds. 

The  following  table  shows  uie  Puget  Sound  haliout  receipts  by 
months  for  the  ^rst  9  months  of  1915,  as  compared  with  1914: 


Uontta. 

1914 

UlS 

MoqUl 

1914 

UU 

Pofin't*. 

2.  «ltl,2S0 
2,3Jl,roo 

3,  +i7.WiO 

4,5S.'.,a'0 
4,72H,(iOO 

Potinl*. 
1,22S,1S0 
2,634,300 

2.721.400 

3,f«3,fl--0 

8,  lol.iOU 

Povnitt. 

3,25^000 

4,366,^ 

Pomia. 

3,us,m 
3,2n,4n 

March  

April  

May  

3,752,425 
33,116,575 

2,50».H1 

LABEHNQ  AUEBICAK  EXPOET  GOODS. 

[Vice  Consul  Gustave  J.  Barrett,  Shaoghal,  Cbiua,  Sept.  1.] 

On  account  of  the  restrictions  of  certain  of  the  governments  en- 
gaged in  tlie  European  war,  local  firms  have  in  some  cases  fonnd  it 
necessary  to  certify  to  the  country  of  origin  or  manufacture  of  for- 
eign merchandise  which  they  desire  to  reexport  from  Cliina  to  other 
countries. 

For  the  general  purpose  of  Simplifying  commercial  relations  in  this 
particular,  it  has  been  suggested  by  local  merchants  that  so  far  as  pos- 
sible manufacturers  in  tlie  United  States  appropriately  mark  or 
label  their  goods  so  tliey  may  readily  be  distinguished  as  of  Ameri- 
can origin  or  manufacture.  It  is  thought  that  such  marking  might 
tend  to  protect  American  firms  to  some  extent  against  trade-mark 
infringements,  and  it  would  apparently  constitute  an  additional  and 
effective  form  of  advertising.  Some  firms  have  already  adopted  the 
slogan  "  Made  in  U.  S.  A.,"  which  seems  to  have  met  with  general 
approval  by  American  commercial  representatives  in  Shanghai. 


BELATIOK  07  EABIH  RESISTANCE  TO  EIECISOXTSIS. 

A  paper  on  "  Earth  resistance  and  its  relation  to  the  electrolysis 
of  underground  structxires,"  published  by  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Standards,  deals  with  the  factors  which  influence  the  resistivity  of 
the  soil  and  with  the  effects  of  soil  resistance  on  the  leakage  of  cur- 
rents from  street  railway  lines  using  the  rails  as  return  conductors. 

Three  methods  of  determining  the  specific  resistance  of  soil  are 
given  and  the  results  of  a  large  number  of  measurements  are  tabu- 
lated. The  principal  factors  which  influence  soil  resistance  are  de- 
scribed and  their  effects  on  the  results  of  electrolysis  surveys  and  on 
the  escape  of  currents  from  street  railway  tracks  are  discussed. 

Copies  of  this  publication  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  iba 
Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C.  I 
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CONSTBUCnOH  WOBX  ABBOAD. 

CAN  ADA. 

[Vice  Consul  Bobert  M.  Kewcomb,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  Oct  12.] 
Conttnictlon  Work  on  TanoouTcr  Island. 

Building  and  other  construction  work  in  the  Victoria  district  has 
dwindled  to  small  proportions.  No  private  work  of  any  magnitude 
has  been  undertaken  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Some  large  en- 
terprises which  were  well  under,  way  during  1914  have  been  com- 
pleted, but  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  work  has  been  dropped  alto- 
gether and  much  money  and  labor  wasted  on  preliminary  work. 

The  Dominion  Government  will  shortly  call  for  tenders  for  wharf 
sheds  on  the  local  Government  wharf  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
$250,000.  The  Provincial  Government  has  voted  mon&y  for  con- 
struction work  in  this  consular  district  as  follows:  Government 
building  at  Duncan,  $25,000  j  prison  farm,  Saanich,  $20,000;  Provin- 
cial Normal  School,  Victoria  (furnishings),  $8,000;  roads,  streets, 
bridges,  and  wharves  at  Esquimalt,  $36,000;  at  ISTanaimo,  $9,000;  at 
Saanich,  $5,500. 

[The  vice  coosat  sentallstof  propoBed  new  work  which  involves  expendlturea 
of  $12,000  to  f 1,000,000  for  churches,  tndnstrlal  plants,  apartments,  etc. ;  also 
of  14  bulldlDiss  under  constraction.  which  are  to  cost  $12,000  to  $2,000,000.  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  the  owners,  architects,  and  contractors.  The  lists 
may  be  had  from  the  Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its  branch 
offices ;  refer  to  File  67625.] 

CHUTA. 

[CodbqI  General  George  B.  Audersoo,  IIoDgkoDg,  Sept.  11,] 
ItnilginM  Xaoao  Harbor. 

During  the  year  1912  the  Government  of  Macao,  the  Portuguese 
colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pearl  River  opposite  Hongkong,  carried 
out  a  scheme  for  dredging  a  channel  for  river  steamers  entering  the 
harbor  of  Macao,  the  work  having  been  done  by  a  firm  of  contractors 
of  Hongkong,  in  line  with  the  urgent  demands  of  the  trade  of  the 
port.  Macao  was  the  first  foreign  settlement  in  China  and  iu  the 
earUer  days  its  roadstead  was  freely  entered  by  oversea  ships  of  the 
day.  Later  as  ships  en^^iged  in  the  trade  grew  larger  in  average 
size  and  as  silt  from  the  river  filled  the  harbor  and  channels  entering 
it,  practicallj'^  no  oversea  shij)S  have  been  able  to  enter  and  for  a  time 
it  became  difficult  for  the  river  steamers  engaged  in  the  trade  be- 
tween Macao  and  Canton  and  Hongkong  to  make  the  port.  At  that 
time  a  channel  4  miles  long  and  45  yards  wide  at  the  center  of  its 
sides  was  dredged  as  the  minimum  requirement  of  the  port,  the  depth 
at  the  ebb  of  spring  tides  only  allowing  vessels  drawing  not  to  ex- 
ceed 11  feet  to  enter. 

Plans  for  further  improving  the  port  have  been  completed  for 
some  time,  and  within  the  past  few  months  the  Government  of  the 
colony  has  acquired  a  dredge  boat  at  Singapore  which,  with  two  at- 
tendant tugboats,  has  arrived  in  Hongkong  and  is  being  overhauled 
preparatory  to  commencing  a  comprehensive  and  continuous  dredg- 
jng  of  the  port  with  a  view  of  not  only  increasing  the  present  chan- 
nel to  a  depth  enabling  the  largest  river  boats  to  enter  freely,  but 
also  eveatually  pennitting.  the  entrance  of  overseas  shipping  as  in 
the  earlier  days  of  the  port.  The  plan  contemplates  th&^mmediate 
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widening  and  deepening  of  the  channel  constructed  three  years  ago 
so  as  to  accommodate  ve^ls  drawing  more  water  and  at  the  same 
time  to  permit  freer  movement  of  vessels  now  entering  the  port.  It 
is  anticipated  that  the  work  can  be  continued  from  year  to  year 
without  further  interruption. 

[CoDsol  GeDenl  P.  S.  HelDttleiiiaii.  Mokdeo,  Sept  22.] 
Railway  Construction  in  Manchuria. 

The  construction  of  the  projected  Ssupingkai-Chengchiatum  rail- 
way will  be  started  by  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Co.  at  the 
Ssupingkai  end  in  the  spring  of  1916. 

Permission  has  been  granted  by  the  Chinese  authorities  for  build- 
ing a  light  rail  hand-car  line  between  Ssupingkai  and  Maimaikai, 
about  8  miles  in  length.  The  chief  of  police  of  Maimaikai,  the  pre- 
fect, and  the  chairman  of  the  ccmmercial  and  agricultural  guilds 
of  Ssupingkai  are  among  the  founders  of  the  company  which  is  to 
operate  the  new  enterprise,  capitalized  at  $20,000.  It  is  planned  to 
complete  the  construction  of  the  line  before  the  end  of  the  present 
year. 

[Consul  General  Edwla  S.  CaDnlDgbam,  tlaiifcow,  Sept  80.] 
Vew  Telepbone  Biilldiiur> 

This  office  recently  transmitted  plans  and  specifications  for  the 
construction  of  a  telephone  system  for  the  Wuhan  cities.  [See  For- 
eign Trade  Opportunity  No.  17819,  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  9, 
1915.]  As  a  preliminary  to  the  installation  of  the  system  tenders 
are  being  invited  from  the  local  building  contractors  for  the  erection 
of  new  premises  for  the  Chinese  Government  telephone  administra- 
tion building,  which  is  to  be  located  in  the  British  Concession.  Han- 
kow, Plans  have  been  prepared  hy  Atkinson  &  Dallas  (Ltd.),  Pao 
Shun  Koad,  British  Concession^  Hankow,  and  it  is  understood  that 
to-day  is  the  limit  for  filing  applications.  As  soon  as  the  award  of 
the  contract  is  made  the  name  and  addres  of  the  contractor  will  be 
furnished  to  American  firms  represented  in  China  which  are  likely 
to  be  interested^  and  also  transmitted  to  Washinffton. 

So  far  as  it  is  able  to  ascertain,  it  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be 
re<|uired  any  considerable  amount  of  foreign  material,  though  tiiere 
will  be  a  small  amount  of  timbers  and  iron  for  the  reinforc^  con- 
crete work.  American  firms  represented  in  China  handling  th^ 
articles  have  been  advised. 

OHOSEV. 

[Press  extract  from  ConBoI  GeBeroI  Baostora  S.  Miller,  Seoul,  Sept  1.] 

Oensan  Harbor  Works, 

The  commencement  of  the  construction  of  the  new  harbor  works 
at  Gensan  was  (%lebrated  on  August  15.  This  enterprise,  it  is  esti- 
mated,  will  cost  the  Government  $778,440,  covering  five  consecutive 
years,  beginning  April  last.  On  completion  of  the  works  two  steam- 
ers of  3,000  tons  each  will  be  able  to  moor  at  the  pier  at  the  same 
time,  and  inside  the  breakwater  the  port  will  have  an  anchorage  of 
some  98  acres  in  two  divisions,  one  of  which  will  be  21  feet  deep  and 
the  other  24  feet  deep.  The  railway  will  then  be  extended  to  the 
wharf.  The  plan  includes  the  reclamation  of  20  acres  of  tiie  sea 
front 
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Sralnare  In  SeonL 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Municipal  Council  of  Seoul  it  was  de- 
cided to  commence  the  installation  of  a  city  drainage  system.  It  is 
to  be  undertaken  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  the  whole  under- 
taking to  be  spread  over  a  period  of  seven  years,  the  estimated  cost, 
$500,000,  to  be  met  by  a  grant  of  $200,000  from  the  central  Govern- 
ment, $60,000  from  the  Provincial  Government,  and  by  taxes  on  the 
inhabitants.  This  work  when  completed  will  add  much  to  the  at- 
tractiveness of  Seoul  as  a  city. 

irrigation  Works. 

The  supplementary  budget  for  the  Government  General  of  Chosen 
for  the  current  fiscal  year,  as  lately  adopted  by  the  Imperial  Diet, 
carried  $20,000  for  investigations  into  irrigation  and  riparian  works. 
Mr,  Mochiji,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Works,  states  tliat, 
with  a  view  to  laying  down  a  fundamental  scheme  both  for  riparian 
and  irrigation  works,  the  authorities  have  decided  to  institute  in- 
vestigations into  all  the  great  rivers  and  their  tributaries  in  this 
country,  except  the  Yalu  and  Tumen.  Three  surveying  corps  have 
already^  been  ordered  to  the  Provinces  for  the  pui-pose,  and  of  the 
13  main  rivers  to  be  investigated  surveying  work  has  been  finished 
along  the  entire  stream  of  the  Chongchon  and  a  greater  portion  of 
the  Naktong. 

It  is  impossible  to  carry  out  thorough  investigation  in  any  brief 
space  of  time,  and  this  year  only  rough  surveying  work  will  be 
accomplished.  It  is  well  Imown  that  in  the  rainy  season  almost,  all 
rivers  in  Chosen  are  flooded,  while  80  per  cent  of  the  rice  fields  of 
the  country  are  provided  with  no  irrigation  facilities  and  have  to 
depend  entirely  on  wet  weather  for  water.  It  is  highly  satisfactory 
that  irrigation  enterprises  are  of  late  being  promoted  in  different 
places,  but  these  works  are  necessarily  local  and  the  extent  of  country 
they  serve  is  limited.  It  is  also  not  impossible  that,  though  some  of 
these  private  irrigation  works  are  fairly  perfect  and  considerably 
assist  a  certain  limited  acreage  of  wet  fields,  their  existence  may  be 
found  detrimental  to  other  fields  or  inconsistent  with  the  whole  irri- 
gation system  of  the  country,  so  it  is  urgent  that  the  investigations 
started  this  year  should  be  completed  with  the  quickest  possible 
despatch. 

On  the  completion  of  the  investigation  it  need  scarcely  be  said  that 
the  plan  thus  laid  down  on  the  basis  of  their  results  will  be  carried 
out,  but  no  decision  has  yet  been  reached  as  to  whether  it  will  be  exe- 
cuted at  State  expense  or  not.  Mr.  Mochiji  adds  that  his  bureau  ia 
now  drafting  a  complete  set  of  regulations  for  irrigation  and  riparian 
works,  as  such  are  still  lacking  in  Chosen. 

INDIA. 

[CiHisiil  Locien  Uemminger,  Uadrea,  Sept  18.1 
Waterworks  Oonstmotlon  In  Southern  India. 

Supplementing  the  recent  dispatch  from  this  consulate  on  water- 
works construction  in  southern  India  [see  Commerce  Reports  for 
Oct.  19,  1915]  additional  information  has  been  obtained  in  regard 
to  other  new  enterprises  as  follows: 

At  Erode  a  railway  junction  in  Madras  Presidency  on  the  South 
Indian  Bailway  an  appropriation  oi  $16,000  has  been  grante4  by  the 
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Government  for  completing  the  water-supply  scheme  there  already 
undertaken  but  which  was  postponed.  Erode  is  a  junction  point  for 
Trichinopoly  and  is  growing  in  importance  as  a  railroad  town. 

In  British  Cochin  on  the  Malabar  coast  after  several  unsuccess- 
ful attempts  to  improve  the  water  supply  by  deep  boring,  it  has  now 
been  decided  to  use  the  610  to  618  feet  depth  where  there  is  a  layer 
of  fine  sand.  During  experiments  recently  undertaken  under  instnic- 
tions  from  the  Government  it  has  be«n  found  that  the  water  at  the 
new  depth  is  fairly  wholesome,  and  it  is  understood  that  a  month's 
continual  pumping  will  lead  to  an  appreciable  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  water.  If  the  attempts  prove  successful,  two  other  tube 
wells  at  the  same  depth  will  be  sunli  in  the  vicinity  of  the  original 
boring  in  order  to  obtain  a  supply  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of 
the  whole  of  Cochin.   

PHIUPPINEB. 

[tfonlla  Dally  Bulletin,  Sept  14.] 
Many  Towns  Clamor  for  New  Waterworks. 

From  all  parts  of  the  Philippine  Islands  requests  are  being  re- 
ceived by  the  Bureau  of  Public  Works  for  the  installation  of  water- 
works systems,  and  it  is  increasingly  evident  that  the  great  importance 
of  an  adequate  supply  of  pure  water  is  realized  to-day  as  never  be- 
fore. 

There  are  but  12  municipalities  in  the  Philippines  which  now  can 
boast  of  modern  water  systemsj  but  this  number  is  large  when  it  is 
remembered  that  the  work  of  installation  is  in  nearly  all  cases  the 
fruit  of  a  very  few  years.  The  bureau  is  even  now  at  work  on  plans 
for  placing  six  more  municipalities  in  the  waterworks  class,  and  there 
are  indications  that  they  will  be  busy  at  similar  work  for  years  to 
come,  so  keen  is  the  desire  to  get  into  line  displayed  by  communities 
in  various  Provinces. 

Adequate  water  supply  is  now  being  furnished  to  Manila,  Cebu, 
Yigan,  Znmboanga,  Siquijor  (Bohol),  Mambajao  (Misamis),  Boac 
(Marinduque) ,  and  Coron  (Palawan),  and  work  is  progressing  rap- 
idly on  the  waterworks  system  at  Taal.  The  Vigan  waterworks  was 
completed  at  a  cost  of  $57,500,  that  at  San  Pablo  cost  $42,500,  at  Taal 
$35,000,  at  Boac  $4,000,  and  at  Coron  $1,500. 

The  San  Pablo  waterworks,  construction  of  which  was  commenced 
about  a  year  ago,  is  now  nearly  finished.  Work  on  this  system  has 
been  greatly  delayed  by  the  fact  that  the  pipe  which  was  to  have  been 
laid  in  the  2-kilometer  gap  in  the  supply  pipe  line  had  to  be  jetti- 
soned, thus  making  it  necessary  to  wait  for  a  further  shipment.  The 
source  of  the  San  Pablo  system  is  a  large  spring  located  in  the  foot- 
hills, the  capacity  of  which  is  2,000,000  gallons  for  every  24  hours. 

Funds  are  now  available  for  the  construction  of  the  waterworks 
system  at  Loay,  Bohol,  and  systems  have  already  been  proposed  for 
Iloilo,  Lucena,  Calapan  (Mindoro),  Lipa  (Batangas),  and  Carcar 
(Cebu).  The  waterworks  system  at  Subic,  Sorsogon,  is  now  being 
built,  and  systems  have  already  been  designed  for  Santa  Cruz, 
Marinduque,  and  Duero,  Bohol.  Waterworks  for  Baguio,  and  for 
Pagsanjan,  Laguna,  and  Tubigon,  Bohol,  are  now  being  studied. 

The  water  flow  for  all  the  systems  already  constructed  is  conducted 
by  means  of  the  gravity  system — with  the  exception  of  the  Taal 
waterworks,  where  a  pumping  plant  will  be  used,  employing  Di^d 
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POKTO  BICO. 

[Barwood  Hall,  corresiKHtdeDt,  San  Joao,  Oct.  20.] 

Bonds  for  PnbUo  ^proveinents. 

The  city  of  San  Juan  has  voted  to  levy  a  special  tax  of  twenty-five 
hundredths  of  1  per  cent  to  retire  $1,700,000  public-improvement 
bonds  which  it  is  proposed  to  issue  to  provide  funds  for  the  improve- 
ments. 

The  bonds  are  to  bear  5  per  cent  interest,  to  run  2S  years,  and  are 
to  be  offered  for  sale  in  the  United  States.  No  definite  arrangement 
has  yet  been  made  for  the  marketing  of  the  bonds.  The  city  has  a 
debt  limit  considerably  in  excess  of  the  bond  issue,  proceeds  ^m 
which  will  also  be  used  to  liquidate  all  present  obligations. 

From  the  proceeds  of  the  bonds  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  follow- 
ing public  improvements  and  expenditures: 

To  construct  new  water  system  and  mechanlcnl  flitrntion  plant 


to  supply  San  Jiian  proper  and  three  near-by  towns   $6S4, 286. 9& 

To  construct  sewers    300,0i)0.00 

To  open,  pave,  and  repave  streets  and  roads  nnd  build  ^dewalks..  412, 000.  00 

To  erect  a  city  garbage  Incinerator   50,000.00 

To  erect  three  public  laundries   45, 000. 00 

To  repay  bonds  and  loans  already  advanced  for  public  improve- 

ments    114,332.04 

To  repay  Interest  on  bonds  during  first  semester  and  other  Inci- 
dentals connected  with  bond  issue   94, 381. 04 


Total   1. 700, 000. 00 


Besides  the  special  tax,  which  is  considered  ample  to  take  care 
of  all  interest  and  principal  parents  on  the  bonds,  there  will  be  an 
annual  saving  of  $25,000  following  the  installation  of  the  new  water 
system. 

The  bonds,  aside  from  having  a  first  lien  on  city  funds,  ore  guar- 
anteed by  the  Government  of  Porto  Rico,  and  all  interest  and  prin- 
cipal payments  are  to  be  made  by  the  treasurer  of  Porto  Kico. 

SOUTH  AFBICA. 

[Conml  Edwin  N.  GnnsanlUB,  JohanaeBburs,  Union  of  South  Africa,  Aag.  12.] 
Bew  Kailway  line  from  Kesslna,  Transvaal,  to  Belagoa  Bay. 

There  has  just  been  completed  the  section  of  the  new  railway  line 
from  Tzaneen  to  Zoekmakaar,  marking  an  important  development  in 
the  railways  of  the  central  Transvaal  by  affording  a  direct  means  of 
communication  from  the  eastern  to  the  northern  railway  lines,  this 
section  being  the  second  constructed  under  an  agreement  with  the 
Messina  Copper  Co.,  under  which  that  company  guarantees  interest 
on  the  capital  cost  for  a  period  of  10  years.  The  other  railway  sec- 
tion, constructed  under  the  agreement,  was  the  extension  from  Bando- 
lier Kop  to  Messina,  which  was  opened  over  a  year  ago.  By  this 
new  construction  through  connection  has  now  been  effected  between 
Messina  and  Delagoa  Bay,  obviating  the  circuitous  route  via  Pre- 
toria, the  distance  saved  being  262  miles.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
two  sections  constructed  under  the  agreement  was  $3,649,875,  and  the 
actual  expenditure  is  said  to  be  well  within  this  amount 

Following  are  some  of  the  more  important  particulars  concerning 
this  new  ran  way  line,  as  published :  Length  of  line,  66  miles;  perma- 
nent way  material — rails,  6,015-section  with  steel  sleepeig^gxij- 
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mum  grade,  1  in  50  (compensated)  ;  maximum  curve,  7  chains  radius; 
height  above  sea  level,  Tzaneen,  2,372  feet;  Zoekmakaar,  3,846  feet; 
survey  commenced,  December,  1912;  survey  completed,  May.  1913; 
construction  commenced,  July,  1913;  construction  completed,  August, 
1915. 

The  line,  after  leavingTzaneen,  traverses  the  well  known  and 
fertile  valley  of  Duivel's  Kloof,  where  a  considerable  extent  of  land 
is  under  cultivation,  and  in  this  district  passes  through,  or  adjacent 
to,  the  Tzaneen  and  Westphalia  Estates.  The  following  are  the  more 
impoi-tant  river  crossings:  Groot  Letaba,  PoUtsi,  Ramadiepe,  Koo- 
doo, Middle  Letaba. 

A  striking  feature  of  the  route  is  the  severe  and  continuous  ascent 
from  the  Middle  Letaba  River  to  the  hi^  veldt  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  junction,  being  a  distance  of  15  miles,  the  difference  in  lev^ 
being  approximately  1,425  feet. 

VEHEZUELA. 
[CoDBQl  Hom«r  Brett,  La  Gualra,  Oct  1.] 
Boad  BnildlaK — Eleetrie  light  Enterprise. 

Although  road  building  in  Venezuela  is  not  proceeding  as  rapidly 
as  it  was  before  the  war  caused  such  a  drop  in  revenues,  work  is  being 
actively  pushed  on  five  main  highways.  These  are  the  Carretera  de 
Caracas  a  La  Guaira,  Dr.  Leonardo  Jmienez  in  charge;  the  Carretera 
de  Maracay  a  Ocumare  de  la  Costa,  Don  Benito  Leon  Velez  in 
charge;  that  from  Caracas  to  Guatire,  Sr.  Don  Epifanio  Bolza 
Davfla,  engineer;  that  from  Villa  de  Cura  to  Calobozo,  Don  Julian 
Correa  and  the  Carretera  del  Sur,  in  charge  of  Don  Lorenzo  Gon- 
zalez Villasmil.  All  may  be  addressed  in  care  of  the  Ministerio  de 
Obras  Publicas,  Caracas. 

Sr.  J.  M.  Gonzalez  Brito  is  organizing  an  electric-light  company 
in  Upata,  State  of  Bolivar,  and  Don  Pedro  Izaguirre  Izaguirre  is 
formmg  a  similar  one  in  Guacara,  State  of  Carabobo. 

Telephone  System — Paving  and  Abattoir. 

Permission  has  been  granted  the  Caribbean  Petroleum  Co.  to  erect 
a  private  telephone  ^stem  connecting  their  offices  and  prospecting 

outfits. 

In  San  Francisco  de  Macaire,  Guarico,  street-paving  work  has 
just  been  begun  and  a  new  city  slaughterhouse  has  just  been  com- 
pleted.  Gen.  £.  H.  Machado  is  in  charge  of  all  public  construction 
work. 

Aqueduct,  Electric  Plant,  Sugar  Central,  Kailway,  and  Theater. 

Caracas  papers  announce  that  Dr.  Luis  E.  Power  is  returning  froid 

Barquisimeto  after  having  successfully  completed  a  new  city  aque- 
duct there;  that  Don  Pedro  I.  Diaz  has  gone  to  Barquisimeto  as 
secretary  of  an  electric  plant  to  be  installed;  and  that  Dr.  J.  A. 
Tagliaferro,  accompanied  by  an  American  lawyer  and  an  American 
engineer,  has  gone  to  Valera,  Zulia,  on  matters  connected  with  the 
sugar  central  to  be  built  and  the  railway  extension  to  be  made  there.. 

The  President  of  the  State  of  Sucre  has  decreed  the  erection  of  a 
theater  in  Cumana.  Dr.  Rivas  Matas  is  in  charge. 
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[Consol  Homw  Brett,  La  OviUra,  Oct  12.] 
Telephone  and  Electrical  Developments. 

Sr.  Don  Eugenic  Sanchez  Afanador  of  Ciudad  Bolivar  has  been 
^ranted  permission  to  erect  a  17-mile  private  telephone  line  between 
Ciudad  Bolivar  and  his  three  cattle  ranches  in  the  Heres  district. 

Si*.  Don  Antonio  Jose  Miralles  of  Guama,  Distrito  Sucre  Yaracuy 
has  been  given  a  permit  for  a  similar  line  5  miles  long. 

Under  direction  of  Gen.  Julio  Hidalgo,  President  of  the  State, 
plans  are  being  made  for  an  electric  lighting  plant  in  Turmero, 
Aragua. 


TWO  TEAB8*  EZFOBTS  OF  COFm  FROU  BBAZIL. 


[Wlleman'8  BnuUlan  Reylew,  Sept  14.] 

A  comparison  of  the  total  exports  of  coffee  from  Brazil  during 
the  year  ended  July  31,  1915,  covering  the  first  12  months  of  the 
European  war,  with  the  exports  for  the  12  months  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  war,  shows  a  decrease  of  only  7.7  per  cent,  or  1,132,066 
bags,  with  a  total  shipment  of  13,401,515  bags.  The  United  States 
continues  as  the  chief  purchaser  of  Brazilian  coflFee,  the  exports  to 
this  country  being  5,880,019  bags,  an  increase  of  62,991  bags,  of 
which  46,000  were  reexported  to  Havre.  The  exports  from  Brazil  to 
France  were  second  in  importance,  amounting  to  1.808,815  bags,  a 
decrease  of  93,832  bags,  or  4.9  per  cent.  The  shipments  of  1,933.373 
bags  to  the  Scandinavian  countries  show  the  remarkable  increase  of 
489  per  cent.  The  greater  part  of  this  was  taken  by  Sweden  alone, 
its  imports  of  1,346,839  bags  being  an  increase  of  1,100,988  bags,  or 
447  per  cent,  over  those  of  the  preceding  year.  Italy  took  688.252 
bags,  an  increase  of  447,408,  or  186  per  cent.  The  shipments  to  Great 
Britain  were  479,701  bags,  an  increase  of  207,208  bags,  or  76  per  cent 
No  shipments  were  made  to  Germany,  Austria,  or  Belgium,  countries 
to  which  in  the  preceding  year  the  aggregate  exports  were  3,431,506 
bags. 

Chanfflitg  Karkets  Shown  liy  Countries  of  Destination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  coffee  (in  bagp  of  132 
pounds  each)  from  Brazil  during  the  two  years  just  ended.  It  fur- 
nishes an  interesting  comment  on  the  change  of  markets  brought 
about  by  the  European  war : 


Combrr  of  destlnathn. 


M)d«d  July 
31, 1614. 


Year 
«nded  Jnly 
SI,  1915. 


Country  of  dostinaUtxi. 


Year 
ended  July 
31, 1914 


Year 
endedJulr 
31, 1915. 


United  SMtes.  

Tiwiee  

Bveden.  

Italy  

QnM  BrlUIn  

Nonray  

Denmtu'k  

AramUna  

BifiUi  Sontb  AMea 
OiMoe 


5,817.628 
1,902.617 
245,8.)! 
240, R44 
272, 403 
3fl,775 
4.%  413 
240.  SS2 
123,600 
7,50D 
108,475 

n,8aD 

35,664 


6,8S0.010 
l,E«i,815 
1,34K.83» 
688,252 
479. 701 
306,669 
27»,Sfl5 
261,467 
183,4.'i7 
117,800 
111,813 
86,310 
£2,703 


Algeria  

Chile  

Gibraltar  

Turkey  in  Asia... 

n  oil  mania   

Turkey  Jn  EurqM 

Ru'sia  

Oennnny  

AusI  ria  

Belgium  

All  other  

Total  


Bag*. 
72,758 
26,684 
12,200 
64,862 
11,813 
70,122 
18.913 
l.Mfi.l.TS 
1,033, 173 
522. 103 
F3,352 


Bags. 
43,433 
39.699 
14.100 
?,550 
1,230 
^000 
800 


M,  170 


14,533,581  13,401,615 
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FOREIGN  TRADE  OPFORTtnnTIES. 

[Wbcrc  addresses  are  omitted  tliey  ma;  be  obtained  from  the  Darean  and  Its  bmnch 

oSeea.] 

Optical  glass,  No.  19008.— An  Ainerlcon  consular  ofBrer  In  Rnssta  reports  that 
n  firm  in  liis  disirlct  desires  to  estnMisfa  connections  witli  American  manafac- 
turers  of  optical  i^Iukh.  Kpecillcntions  awl  furtlier  information  may  be  had 
on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  i.ts  branch  olflces. 

Boots  and  shoes,  Itosicry,  etc.,  No.  19009. — ^The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  on  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  In  East  Africa  tliat  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  re- 
ceive cntnlogues,  prices,  etc.,  on  hlnniiets,  boots  and  slioes,  l>ed  quiits,  cut- 
lery, candlosticlis,  carix'nter  tools,  lioaiery,  ice-cream  freezers.  Imitation 
Jewelry,  iiietid  bedsteads,  patent  medicines,  padlocks,  perfumes,  ready-made 
clothing,  Blates  for  school  children,  unbleached  cotton  cloth,  and  white 
shirting.  Prices  and  discounts  should  be  given  for  the  cheaper  qualities. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

ilachinerv.  No.  19010. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  reports  tliat  a 
business  man  In  bis  district  is  desirous  of  purchasing  Itnitting  machines 
for  making  silk  stockings.  He  would  like  to  receive  catalogues  and  price 
lists  with  a  view  to  buying  on  a  cash  basis. 

Brooms,  trunks,  etc..  No.  19011. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Africa  reports 
that  a  Arm  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  with  prices  and  dis- 
counts given  on  brooms,  box  openers,  corluscrews,  doormats,  metal  tranfcB, 
matches,  metal  bedsteads,  meat  mincers,  pencil  sharpeners,  patent  medi- 
cines, stencils  and  supplies,  and  rat  traps.  Only  the  cheaper  qualities  are 
wanted.   Correspondence  may  be  In  Eingllsh. 

Bupplies  for  iron  and  coal  mines,  and  metaUurgical  works,  No.  19012. — An 
American  consular  officer  In  Rus^  transmits  the  name  of  a  firm  whtdti 
desires  to  obtain  the  agency  of  American  maniifoctarers  of  supplies  for 

iron  and  coal  mines,  and  metallurgical  works.   References  are  given. 

Cast  iron  pipes.  No.  19013. — The  bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  in  Great  Britain  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  prices 
and  full  particulars  from  American  manofacturers  of  cast  iron  pipes  tor 
sewers,  spouts,  and  drains  of  all  kinds. 

Rubber  stamp  making  materials.  No.  19014. — Ad  American  consular  officer  la 
India  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  put  In  tooch  with 
American  nunufacturers  of  rubber  stamp  making  materials. 

Thread,  buttons,  etc..  No.  19015. — A  firm  in  Norway  has  Informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  hear  trom  American  exporters  and  dealers 
in  shoemaker's  thread,  press  buttons,  safety  pins,  bair  combs,  elastic  for 
hats,  stockings  and  suspenders,  metal  buttons,  and  bat  pins. 

Bulphate  of  ammonia  and  sulphurous  add,  No.  19016. — ^The  bureau  Is  Informed 
by  an  American  consular  officer  In  the  East  Indies  that  a  number  of  firms 
In  his  district  desire  to  establish  connections  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  sulphate  of  ammonia  and  sulphurous  acid,  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  Ice. 

Stamped  metal  and  wire  novelties.  No.  19017.— An  American  consular  officer  in 
India  reiwrts  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  supplied  with  catalogues, 
price  lists,  and  terms  of  sole  agency  for  the  sale  of  stamped  metal  4ind  wire 

novelties. 

Crematory  ovens.  No.  19018. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  writes  that 
a  man  In  bis  district  desires  to  receive  prices  and  terms  on  ovens  for  cre- 
mating animals.  Catalogues  may  be  In  English  or  Spanish,  the  latter  pre- 
ferred.  CorresiK>ndence  may  be  In  either  language. 

Hosiery,  No.  19019. — The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American  consular  offlc«-  In 
Switzerland  that  a  firm  desires  to  establish  commwclal  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  of  cotton,  wool,  real  and  imitation  silk  hosiery,  for 
men  and  women,  of  the  holeproof  type.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f. 
French  ports.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English,  but  preferred  In  French 
or  Qerman.  Payments  will  be  made  upon  receipt  of  goods.  Reference  is 
given. 
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Omerol  agencVf  No.  100^. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Prance  writes  timt 
a  man  In  his  district  wlslies  to  be  placuti  in  touch  with  American  maaufnc- 
turers  and  exporters  of  ail  Unea  of  mcrcluindise.  He  does  not  specifly  any 
particular  line.  Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 

Machinerv,  No.  10021. — An  Ainoricnn  consolar  ofTicer  in  Russia  reports  tliat  a 
man  in  liis  dl-strict  desires  to  nmUi;  connections  witli  American  manufac- 
tnrera  of  machinery  for  utillzlnj?  tlic  refuse  from  leather  parts,  surh  as  soap 
raahlnK  from  the  tallow  obtained  when  paring  sheep  and  other  hides.  He 
would  also  liiiP  to  receive  catatoRucs  and  prices  on  wood-turalng  lathes  for 
I)encils  and  li^lit  wood-cuttluR  machinery.  Correspondence  should  he  in  the 
Uus»lan  language.  Pricei<.  weights,  meaiiurcmeut»,  etc.,  should  be  stated  in 
lEusslan  equivalents. 

ilctal  snap  faatcncra  and  sJiocs,  No.  19022.— The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  an 
American  consular  officer  In  Italy  that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  market 
for  metal  snap  fasteners  for  dresses,  known  as  "boutone  a  ressorts,"  and 
leather  shoes  for  women  ami  ciiildren.  Samples  and  quotations,  c.  1.  f.  destl- 
"  nation,  are  desired.   Correspoudeuce  should  be  in  Italian. 

Habenlashcrfi  and  silk  goods.  No.  19023. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Persia  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  put  in  touch  with 
American  dealers  In  ha>)erdashery  and  slllc  goods.  The  firm  desires  to 
have  goods  made  especially  to  suit  the  Persian  market.  Prices  and  samples, 
similar  to  a  sample  which  may  he  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch 
oflices.  should  be  sent  at  once.  (Refer  to  file  No.  67619.)  Correspondence 
should  be  In  french. 

OUtss  preserve  jtirii.  No.  19021. — An  American  consular  ofllcer  in  tlie  United 
Kinplora  reijorts  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations 
on  glass  Jam  Jars,  tie-over  sbaiie,  two-pound  size.  Prices  should  be  quoted 
c.  1.  f.  destination. 

Wearing  apparel.  No.  1902.^. — The  Bureau  is  Informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  in  Switzerland  that  a  firm  in  his  district,  manufacturlnR  knitted 
sn-eaters  and  golf  jackets  for  women,  desires  to  establish  connections  with 
a  manufacturer's  of:;ent  for  the  sale  of  its  goods  In  America.  References 
are  desired.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English,  but  preferred  in  Frendi 
or  Oerman. 

Boap-nutking  guppHet,  No.  19026. — An  American  consul  In  India  transmits  the 
name  of  a  firm  which  desires  to  be  put  in  touch  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  soap-making  materials. 

Buttons,  notionSf  cotton  piece  goods,  toilet  articles,  etc.,  No.  19027. — An  Ameri- 
can consular  ofilcer  in  Russia  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to 
correspond  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  wooden,  metal, 
bone,  blood  and  pearl  buttons;  tapes  and  bands;  pins  and  neeJlles;  sewing 
cotton;  haberdoshery  and  toilet  articles;  notions;  cotton  piece  goods;  sta- 
tionery ;  and  sewing  machines. 

jMte  tissue,  hosiery,  seiving  thread,  ete..  No.  19028.— An  American  consular 
officer  In  France  writes  that  an  Importer  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed 
In  direct  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of  tissue  of  jute, 
2.07  yards  wide;  hosiery  for  women  and  children;  sewing  thread;  gloves, 
leather  and  wool  for  women  and  children;  corsets;  letter  paper;  drapery 
for  men  and  women ;  and  nails,  with  a  view  to  buying  them  on  a  cash  bosla. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Bomestic  Commerce. 

Vew  Tork,  Boom  408  TTalted  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  United 
States  Cnstomhoaie;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Xouis,  402  Third  Katloaal 
Bank  Bnildlng;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Office  Baildlag;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hihemia 
Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  SOS  United  States  Castomhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska 
Ballding.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Claein' 
latl,  Otamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
•(  Oouwroe;  XUladelphla,  Clumber  of  Commerce.  ^  i 
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OFFOBTtTKITT  FOB  HEW  COSTA  BICA  XHSttSTBY. 


[Consul  C.  I>ODaIdiiOD,  Port  limoD,  Sppt  22.] 


Arnotto,  or  annatto,  as  it  is  commonly  called  (Bijca  orellana), 
grows  wild  and  in  abundance  in  the  Port  Limon  district  of  Costu 
Kica,  but  no  one  here  has  ever  attempted  to  develop  this  rich  natural 
resource  into  an  industry,  and  the  trees  have  never  be«i  planted  or 
cultivated,  nor  has  the  fruit  ever  been  gathered  for  commercial  pur- 
pose. Judging  from  its  natural  growth,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it 
could  be  cultivated  and  gathered  with  good  profit. 

An  organization  was  formed  in  this  city-  recently  with  the  sole 
purpose  of  encouraging  any  and  all  the  industries  possible  on  this 
coast.  The  funds  are  used  in  purchasing  seeds  for  any  who  desire 
to  start  new  agricultui'al  industries  and  to  piomote  in  other  ways 
the  natural  industries  and  resources  of  the  district  Ail  inquiries 
regarding  annatto  should  be  addressed  to  Sr.  Don  Filadelfo  Grana- 
dos,  Secretario  de  la  Junta  Agi'icola  Industrial,  Port  Limon,  Cmta 
Bica. 

[A  review  of  nnuatto  culture  In  Jamaica  and  of  the  production  of  the  dye, 
used  in  coioring  butter  and  ciieese  and  In  produciug  red  and  yellow  tints  for 
catlco,  silk,  wool,  sliins,  feathers,  ivory,  and  bone,  was  pnblUbed  la  Dally  CoQ- 
sular  and  Trade  Reports  for  June  1,  190S.] 


According  to  the  monthly  statement  just  issued  the  average  gold 
reserve  of  the  banks  of  Uruguay  in  August  was,  in  United  States 
currency :  Bank  of  the  Republic,  $16,010,007 ;  private  banks. 
$4,635,660;  total  $20,645,667,  against  a  total  of  $20,241,691  in  July. 
Moreover,  the  Bank  of  the  Republic  held  in  custody  on  the  accoimt 
of  the  private  banks  the  sum  of  $1,853,186  (in  July  $1,911,587). 


In  forwarding  the  names  of  three  Kobe  importers  of  phosphate 
rock,  Vice  Consul  E.  H.  Dooman  states  that  the  vernacular  press  has 
called  attention  to  the  shortage  of  fertilizer  materials  in  Japan,  due 
to  smaller  imports  and  decreased  production.  The  three  addresses 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices;  refer  to  file  Ko.  67762. 


"A  new  relation  from  Planck's  Law  "  is  the  title  of  a  publication 
just  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  Numerous 
displacement  laws  may  be  derived  from  the  Planck  relation  repre- 
senting the  spectral  distribution  of  the  energy  radiated  by  a  black 
body.  In  the  present  paper  a  new  displacement  law  is  derived. 
Copies  of  this  publication  may  lie  obtained  by  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Stanuaids,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 


OOU)  BESEBVE  OF  UBTTOITATAN  BANKS. 


[CoaBOl  Hennan  L.  Spabr,  Uonterldeo,  Sept.  20.] 


Shortage  of  Phosphate  Bock  in  Japan. 
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BBAZH  ITEEBS  AUEBICAN  COTTOK. 

[Cablegram  from  Americao  congulnte  general,  Bio  de  Janeiro,] 

The  Brazilian  market  is  open  to  American  raw  cotton,  the  native 

crop  being  reduced  by  drought,  and  factories  have  increased  output. 
There  is  a  movement  toward  suspending  the  import  duties  on  Ameri- 
can cotton  for  six  months.  It  is  suggested  that  cabled  offers  of 
prices  and  clear  terms  be  sent,  including  cost,  insurance,  and  freiglit, 
to  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Prices  should  be  for  10-kilo  (22.046  pounds) 
units.  Quick  action  needed.  Thirty  days'  sight  against  acceptable 
documents  by  National  City  Bank  here  would  be  favorable  condi- 
tions. [The  import  duty  on  ginned  raw  cotton  in  Brazil  is  0.400 
milreis  per  kilo,  which,  including  surtax  and  partial  payment  in 
gold,  amounts  at  the  present  rate  of  Brazilian  exchange  to  about 
$0,064  per  pound.] 

CEBTmCATION  OF  UFEBGAT  K£K. 

Department  of  Commerce  Circular  No.  267,  dated  October  22, 
3915,  designates  "Deck  officers  of  the  vessels  of  the  Lighthouse 
Service,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  and  Fisheries  Service"  to 
examine  applicants  for  certificates  as  lifeboat  men  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  seamen's  act,  approved  March  4, 1915. 

Assistants,  aids,  and  other  officers  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey,  who  stand  a  bridge  watch,  may  be  designated  by  command- 
ing officers,  or  by  inspectors,  an  examining  officer,  and  shall  be  con- 
sidered. **  deck  officers   within  the  meaning  of  the  above  circular. 

The  examination  shall  be  a  reasonable  demonstration  to  prove  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  examining  officer  that  the  applicant  has  been 
trained  in  all  operations  connected  witli  launching  of  lifeboats  and 
tiie  use  of  oars;  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  practical  handling  of 
the  boats  themselves;  and,  further,  that  he  is  capable  of  understand- 
ing and  answering  the  orders  relative  to  lifeboat  service. 


Quicksilver,  worth  in  June,  1914,  $37.60  per  flask  of  75  pounds  in 
San  Francisco,  is  now  quoted  at  $90. 
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FUSTHEB  OEFSOTEHEIITS  AT  ABCHABOEL. 

[Comnerclal  Attacb<  Hear;  D.  Baker,  Petrograd.  Oct  ].] 

Information  has  been  received  of  continued  improvement  in  con- 
ditions at  Archangel  since  the  time  of  my  visit  there  early  in  August 
Notwithstanding  increasing  arrivals  of  steamers  at  Archangel,  the 
goods  are  shipped  out  now  within  a  reasonable  time  after  they  arrive, 
and  considerable  cotton  and  other  merchandise  that  had  accumulated 
there  early  this  year  has  now  found  its  way  to  interior  destinations. 
Probably  two-thirds  of  the  previous  accumulation  of  cotton  has  now 
left  Arcnangel,  while  all  cotton  arriving  since  has  apparently  been 
subjected  to  no  unusual  delay. 

There  seems  some  good  reason  to  think  that  when  navigation  opens 
at  Archangel  during  the  spring  of  1916  this  port  will  be  even  busier 
than  it  was  this  year  and  there  will  be  no  need  of  the  recurrence  of 
serious  freight  congestion.  Great  activity  is  being  shown  in  pre- 
paring still  further  facilities  at  Archangel  for  handling  freight, 
and  the  more  promptly  freight  is  shipped  the  more  goods  will  enter 
Russia  via  Archangel. 

Broad-Gauge  Line  to  Archangel — Connections  with  Kola. 

It  is  reported  that  very  good  progress  has  been  made  during  the 
last  month  in  railway  improvements  between  Vologda  and  Archangel. 
It  is  said  that  by  November  1,  1915,  it  will  be  possible  to  run  broad- 

fauge  cars  from  any  part  of  Russia  direct  to  Archangel,  and  that  for 
alt  the  distance  from  Vologda  to  Archangel  the  line  will  be  double- 
tracked.  The  narrow-gauge  line  will  be  retained,  so  that  it  will  still 
be  possible  to  make  use  of  the  narrow-gauge  equipment.  Rapid  prog- 
ress is  also  being  made  on  the  line  through  Lapland  between  Kan- 
dalaksha and  ICola,  the  former  town  at  the  extreme  northwestern 
comer  of  the  White  Sea  and  the  latter  on  an  estuary  from  the  Arctic 
Ocean  in  northern  Lapland.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  be  possible 
to  run  cars  over  this  line  after  January  1, 1916,  so  that  Kola  during 
the  winter  season  can  be  substituted  for  Archangel  as  a  port,  there 
being  no  heavy  ice  here  as  at  Archangel. 

Three  cargo  ice  breakers,  one  of  2,500-ton  capacity  and  two  of  500- 
ton  capacity,  will  be  put  on  the  run  for  the  winter  season  between 
Kandalaksha  and  Sorotskoe,  the  voyage  probably  taking  about  24 
hours  each  way.  Owing  to  their  limited  capacity,  the  ice  breakers 
will  probably  be  reserved  for  freight  urgently  required  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  railway  southward  from  Sorotskoe  is  now  practi- 
cally completed,  so  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  distance  to  be 
traversed  across  the  White  Sea,  Petrograd  should  have  direct  rail- 
way communication  by  January  1,  1916,  all  the  way  to  Kola. 
Private  freight  arriving  at  Kola  during  the  winter  can  probably  be 
moved  at  least  as  far  south  as  Kandalaksha  by  the  railway  now 
nearing  completion,  and  from  Kandalaksha  it  would  probably  be 
transported  on  sledges  across  the  snow  to  Kayana,  the  nearest  point 
on  the  northern  Finnish  railway  system. 

Kallvay  to  Cosneot  Sorotskoe  and  Kotlas— Shippli^  at  ArdutngeL 

An  important  new  railway  project  will  probably  be  put  under  way 
shortly,  to  connect  Sorotskoe  on  the  White  Sea  with  Kotlas,  on  the 
north  Dvina  River,  the  terminus  of  a  branch  line  of  the  north  Trans- 
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Siberian  Railway  system  from  Vyatka,  in  northeastern  Hussia.  This 
Kne  would  cross  the  railway  from  Archangel  to  Vologda,  probably 
about  half  way.  The  construction  of  this  railway  would  not  only  in- 
crease the  accessibility  of  Archangel  to  all  parts  of  Russia  and  Silieria, 
but  also  tend  to  relieve  the  strain  on  Archangel  by  diverting  much 
of  the  export  and  import  traffic  to  Sorotskoe  and  Kola,  which  in  the 
winter  tune  might  handle  all  such  traffic.  There  is  no  likelihood, 
however,  of  AarchangeFs  losing  much  of  its  present  importance  in 
the  summer  time,  as  traffic  via  Archangel  requires  far  less  rail  haul 
than  would  be  necessary  from  northern  Lapland. 

About  600  steamers  averaging  5,000  tons,  have  arrived  at  Arch- 
angel since  navigation  opened  in  the  spring.  The  number  of  arrivals 
is  showing  a  rapid  rate  of  increase,  and  before  the  close  of  navigation 
will  probably  total  800  to  1,000.  The  rate  of  arrivals  in  1936  is  ex- 
pected to  show  a  large  increase  over  that  of  this  year.  The  increase  in 
business  for  Archangel,  however,  is  not  by  any  means  measured  en- 
tirely by  the  number  of  arrivals.  It  must  be  considered  that  before  the 
war  a  large  number  of  the  arrivals  were  of  steamers  in  ballast  or  very 
lightly  loaded,  taking  back  timber,  tar,  etc.,  to  England,  whereas  now 
many  of  them,  especially  those  from  the  United  States,  arrive  loaded 
to  the  gunwales  with  valuable  cargoes.  Moreover,  the  average  tonnage 
of  ships  arriving  at  Archangel  before  the  war  was  about  2,000,  whereas 
now  it  is  about  5,000.  It  is  understood  that  about  35  steamers  have 
arrived  at  Archangel  from  the  United  States  during  the  season,  of 
which  4  were  of  American  nationality.  A  heavy  export  trade  to 
England  and  France  is  being  carried  on,  there  being  not  only  the 
customary  export  movement  of  timber  and  tar  from  the  region  imme- 
diately tributary  to  Archangel,  but  also  largely  increasing  exports 
of  butter  and  eggs  before  exported  mainly  through  Baltic  Sea  ports. 

Archangel  has  now  become  the  most  important  outlet  for  the  great 
surplus  of  grain  produced  in  Russia,  which  was  formerly  exported 
chiefly  from  Black  Sea  and  Baltic  ports.  Immense  quantities  of 
wheat  have  been  shipped  from  Archangel,  especially  to  France.  ,A 
great  deal  of  wheat  has  been  shipped  from  Vladivostok  also,  but  in 
furnishing  the  easiest  and  cheapest  way  for  exporting  wheat  Arch- 
angel clearly  surpasses  Vladivostok. 

Preight-Car  Ci^aclty — Freight  Bates — Prospects  for  American  Goods. 

The  broad-gauge  cars,  which  by  next  month  it  will  probably  be 
possible  to  run  between  Vologda  and  Archangel  and,  in  fact,  from 
all  parts  of  Russia  and  Siberia  to  Archangel,  have  a  capacity  of  14 
tons  of  2,240  pounds,  as  against  10  tons  with  the  present  gauge  equip- 
ment. The  increase  will,  of  course,  permit  of  a  far  heavier  freight 
movement  to  and  from  Archangel.  There  should  also  be  a  great  sav- 
ing of  time,  because  the  necessity  of  transshipping  freight  to  cars  of 


At  present  the  freight  rates  for  inland-waterway  transportation  be- 
tween Archangel  and  the  interior  districts  of  Russia  are  extremely 
high,  owing  to  the  general  desire  to  get  all  possible  freight  moved 
before  the  water  courses  begin  to  freeze,  the  ice  on  these  inland 
waterways  usually  starting  to  form  about  October  10.  The  present 
rate  for  shipping  cotton  from  Archangel  to  Petrograd  through  the 
connecting  water  courses  is  about  1.50  rubles  per  pood  ($10.70  per 
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500-bale  at  the  normar  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble)  ;  that  ts, 
when  the  cotton  is  shipped  on  small  barges  that  can  go  through  all 
the  water  courses  without  transshipment.  The  rate  amounts  to  about 
2.25  rubles  per  pood  ($16  per  bale)  when  transshipment  is  required. 
It  is  stated,  however,  that  if  arrangements  could  be  made  now  for 
shipping  American  cotton  from  Archangel  to  Petrograd  next  May, 
when  navigation  is  reopened,  and  when  there  should  be  plenty  of 
water  free  of  ice  on  all  the  water  courses,  a  rate  of  about  1  ruble 
per  pood  ($7.15  per  bale)  could  be  obtained.  By  next  spring,  how- 
ever, this  rate  may  show  a  considerable  advance  if  keen  competition 
develops. 

The  favorable  prospects  for  freight  to  be  moved  from  Archangel 
to  the  interior  of  Russia  during  the  1916  season  of  navigation,  with- 
out any  serious  congestion  or  delays,  offer  very  promising  openings 
for  American  manufacturers  and  cotton  producers  to  get  their  mer- 
chandise into  Russia  and  sell  it  in  that  country  to  great  advantage. 
Owing  to  the  difficulties  of  transportation  since  the  war  started,  the 
stocks  of  ordinary  merchandise  in  Russia  have  become  extremely 
small  and  the  prices  of  all  imported  articles  very  high.  If  ships  were 
to  arrive  from  the  United  States  loaded  with  such  articles  as  hard- 
ware, agricultural  implements  and  maclunes,  and  a  great  variety 
of  miscellaneous  products  such  as  previously  came  chiefly  from 
Germany,  the  goods  would  doubtless  be  eagerly  purchased  at  prices 
very  satisfactory  to  sellers,  and  for  cash  on  their  arrival  at  such  laxge 
centers  as  Petrograd  and  Moscow. 


AUEBIGAir  MOTOB  FLOWS  IN  SCOTTISH  CONTEST. 

[Consnl  Bofoa  Fleming,  Edlnbnrgh,  Oct  14.] 

In  July  last  the  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society,  Edinburgh, 
arranged  for  exhibition  tests  of  motor-tillage  implements  to  be  held 
near  Stirling  on  October  5  and  6.  This  consulate  sent  a  cable  dis- 
patch to  Washington  announcing  the  tests  and  suggesting  that 
American  manufacturers  be  advis^  to  communicate  with  the  society. 
The  cable  dispatch  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports  on  July  22, 
1915.  Four  of  the  six  machines  which  were  entered  for  the  trials 
are  American  tractors,  the  "  Mogul,"  "  Sandusky,"  "  Overtime,"  and 
"  Bull."  The  Syracuse  Reversible  Sulky  Plow  was  also  exhibited 
and  tested.  There  was  n  large  attendance  of  farmers  and  others 
from  all  parts  of  Scotland.  The  report  of  the  official  observers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Highland  and  Agriculture  Society  has  not  jet  been 
issued. 


I.AN0UAOE  TEST  FOR  SEAMEIT. 

The  following  dispatch  was,  on  October  29,  1915,  sent  to  each  col- 
lector of  customs  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce : 

No  examination  under  language  test  Is  required  by  section  13  of  the  seamwi's 
act  or  by  the  department  regulations.  If  collector  of  customs  is  satisfied  upon 
statement  of  master  or  otherwise  that  his  crew  fulfill  requirement  of  section  13, 
It  is  sufliclent.  If  collector  thinks  a  muster  Is  necessary  or  Is  required  to  have 
one  made  od  complaint,  then  department  circular  265  must  be  followed,  it  beloK 
specially  noted  that  obedience  to  orders  glvm  by  tbeir  officers  In  usual  Une  oC 
duty  Is  the  test  required. 
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CITIES  THROITOEOUT  COinVTRT  SEEK  BBAITCHES  OF  COHHEBGE 

BTTBEAU. 

"  "We  must  reach  the  markets  of  the  world  by  the  qiiickest  route  " 
is  the  cry  that  is  bein^  heard  at  Washington  from  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Local  organizations  of  business  men  have  found  that  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, is  leading  the  way  to  that  quickest  route,  and  are  seeking  to 
affiliate  with  the  Bureau.  One  after  another  the  cities  of  the  United 
States  are  making  their  desires  known.  The  men  who  have  goods  to 
sell  in  each  of  these  communities  seek  to  share  in  the  practical  methods 
of  reaching  purchasers  abroad  that  the  Bureau  has  established. 

"  We  want  a  branch  office  of  the  Bureau ;  if  we  can't  have  a  branch 
office,  how  can  we  get  a  cooperatiTe  branch  ?  "  nearly  two  score  cities 
have  declared,  and  within  a  very  short  time  10  of  tiiese  will  have 
realized  their  wish,  for  6  cooperative  branches  have  already  been 
launched  and  4  more  have  nearly  completed  tiieir  plans  for  the 
launching. 

The  remaining  25  cities?  All  have  asked  for  full  information 
about  conditions  under  which  a  branch  can  be  established  for  their 
benefit.  The  circle  of  business  boomers  can  not  be  completed  in  a  day. 
It  will  take  several  days;  most  likely  several  weeks;  in  some  cases 
several  months;  but  the  coimtry  has  the  world- wide-business  desire, 
and  has  turned  to  this  Bureau  at  the  Kational  Capital  as  the  means 
of  entering  the  international  trade  routes. 

The  movement  has  sprung  up  within  a  few  months.  The  European 
war  has  hastened  its  development.  Every  cooperative  branch  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  is  established  in- 
creases the  force  with  which  the  main  office  can  demonstrate  to  foreign 
<»untries  the  advantages  of  dealing  with  Americans.  The  Bureau 
welcomes  the  opportunity  to  offer  its  facilities  to  the  men  who  are 
manufacturing  goods  in  these  widely  scattered  communities. 

Those  who  applied  for  information  have  learned  that  the  Bureau 
has  much  to  oner  through  a  cooperative  branch  that  a  strictly  local 
organization  can  not  give.  All  the  details  of  trade  opportunities 
abroad  are  quickly  transmitted ;  confidential  circulars  are  distributed ; 
the  telcj^aph  brings  practically  instantaneous  word  of  urgent  needs 
of  foreign  Duyers ;  inquiries  are  promptly  answered;  samples  from 
agents  in  the  field  are  exhibited;  plans  and  specifications  of  new 
projects  are  shown ;  the  publications  of  the  Bureau  are  always  to  be 
(Stained;  every  facility  of  the  Washington  office  is  available. 

In  short  these  offices  perform  the  same  service  as  the  eight  branch 
offices  of  tiie  Bureau,  but  the  number  of  the  latter  is  limited  and  can 
not  be  increased  at  present.  Each  is  the  headquarters  for  one  of  the 
eight  districts  of  the  country,  and  has  general  supervision  of  the 
cooperative  offices  in  its  district.  Chambers  of  commerce  that  estab- 
lish cooperative  branches  furnish  the  man  to  take  charge  of  the  local 
work,  give  him  an^r  needed  clerical  assistance,  agree  to  make  certain 
reports,  keep  certain  records,  arrange  for  any  visits  that  may  be  made 
by  consuls,  agents,  or  commercial  attaches,  and  permit  all  citizens 
to  have  the  b^efits  of  the  service. 


An  Australian  Government  laboratory  for  manufacturing  serum 
and  vaccine  is  bang  considered. 
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AXEBICAH  WOBES  70S  BBXTAIN. 

[Glasgow  Herald,  Oct.  Id.] 

One  of  the  results  to  be  expected  from  the  (British)  duty  on  motor 
cars  is  the  transfer  from  foreign  countries  of  such  parts  of  the  work 
of  manufacture  as  can  be  as  well  or  better  done  in  the  United  King- 
dom.  This  was  foretold  when  the  tax  was  announced,  and  already 

the  anticipations  are  being  realized.   The    Co.  of  America, 

who  produce  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  low-priced  high-value 
machmes  on  the  market,  have  m  contemplation  the  establishm^t  of 
large  works  in  this  country,  and  a  member  of  the  American  concern 
is  on  his  way  across  to  investigate  the  matter.  The  intention  is  to 
restrict  work  in  the  first  instance  to  assembling,  and  in  that  work  a 
very  great  saving  should  undoubtedly  be  effected,  but  there  is  no  rea- 
son apparent  why  the  scheme  should  not  extend  to  complete  manufac- 
ture. So  far  as  assembling  is  concerned,  it  should  be  possible  to  do 
it  at  least  as  cheaply  as  in  Detroit,  where  the  demand  on  skilled  labor 
must  be  overwhelming,  while  the  freight  pharges  would  be  less  and 
the  duty  on  the  cost  of  assembling  would  be  saved. 

When  the  war  ends  there  will  oe  set  free  a  large  amount  of  suit- 
able labor  for  which  there  will  not  be  an  immediate  demand,  the 
British  factories  having  to  change  their  equipment  from  that  suitable 
for  munitions  manufacture  to  the  tools,  etc.,  employed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  motor  cars,   AVhen  that  time  comes  tne  Company 

would  be  in  a  position  to  give  employment,  but  it  is  hoped,  should 
the  scheme  go  on,  to  secure  enough  labor  to  make  a  start  long  before 
the  war  can  finish,  so  far  as  can  ue  judged  at  present.  Since  Febru- 
ary last  50,000  cars  have  been  made  in  the  Detroit  works  of  the  com- 
pany, a  good  many  of  them  being  assembled  in  the  works  of  the 

British    Company  (Limited)  at  Chelsea,  London.    It  will 

be  seen,  then,  that  the  new  departure  of  the  American  concern  has 
been  led  up  to  by  their  British  representatives,  but  whereas  the 
British  company  have  been  chiefly  concerned  about  supplying  the 
British  market,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  new  undertaking  will  take 
up  the  fulfilling  of  orders  all  over  the  world.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
regarding  the  wisdom  of  the  proposed  step,  even  though  the  duty 
should  in  a  few  years  be  repealed.  The  saving  in  transportation, 
combined  with  the  cheaper  British  labor,  shomd  justify  it  on  its 
merits. 


NEW  RTT.AVamp  LDTE  BETWEEN  ENGLAND  AND  SPAIN. 

[CraW  BobcrtsoD  Hooer,  IfadrU,  Oct.  2.] 

Madrid  newspapers  of  this  date  call  attention  to  the  new  Inters 
Line  of  steamers  touching  at  London,  Hull,  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
England;  touching  also  at  Bilbao,  Santander,  and  Gijon,  Spain. 
The  ships  will  also  make  a  port  of  call  of  Oporto,  Portugal.  The 
service  was  inaugurated  by  the  sailing  of  the  N^tcer  from  Newcastle* 
on-Tyne  on  September  27.  The  agents  of  the  line  in  Spain  are  Sres. 
Modesto  Piiaeiro  y  Cia.,  Santander,  Spain. 

The  run  of  humpback  salmon  in  Washington  waters  has  been  large. 
The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fineries,  which  has  been  taking  egxs 
of  that  species  at  its  stations  in  that  State,  reports  prospects  that  we 
collections  will  meet  all  demands  for  the  season^ 
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BRITISH  COLUHBIA  ADVEBTISES  ITS  TIHBEB. 

[Vice  Consul  O.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  Oct.  20.] 

The  British  Columbia  Government  is  carrying  on  an  extensive 
campaign  to  increase  the  export  and  Canadian  sales  of  the  timber 
products  of  the  Province.  Mr.  H.  B.  McMillan,  formerly  head  of  the 
Forestry  Department  of  this  Province,  now  a  representative  of  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Canada,  recently  completed 
a  tour  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand  for  this  purpose.  He  is  now  on 
a  similar  trip  to  Great  Britain. 

Three  pamphlets  recently  issued  furnish  data  regarding  the  uses  of 
the  different  timbers,  the  methods  of  manufacture,  preservation,  etc 
Ms  literature  is  sent  to  all  available  points.  The  placing  of  ex- 
hibits is  another  method  of  advertising  used  by  the  Provincial  Gov- 
enun^t  An  excellent  repr^entation  of  the  timbers  of  the  Province 
was  shown  recently  at  the  annual  fair  at  Toronto.  Permtment  ex- 
hibits have  been  placed  in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  in  Winnipeg,  Mani- 
toba, and  other  points  farther  west. 

Exhibit  of  Wooii  Being  Prepared  for  London. 

An  exhibit  of  British  Columbia's  native  woods  is  being  assembled, 
to  be  placed  in  the  new  British  Coliunbia  Government  Building  in 
London,  England.  The  woods  used  are  fir,  cedar,  hemlock,  tamarac, 
and  Cottonwood  from  the  coast  districts  and  mountain  pine,  white 
pine,  and  larch  from  the  interior.  Some  of  the  uses  to  which  these 
woods  are  put  are  shown,  such  as  piling  (creosoted  and  natural), 
ship's  planEing,  decking,  car  stock,  silo  lumber,  ties  (creosoted  and 
natural),  wood  pipe,  and  paving  blocks,  etc.  There  are  also  speci- 
mens of  lumber  foi*  building  purposes  and  all  kinds  of  exterior  and 
interior  trimmings,  such  as  siding,  shingles,  flooring,  doors  and  mold- 
ing, and  a  number  of  panels  to  suiow  the  effect  of  the  different  fin- 
ishes on  various  woods. 

The  Provincial  Government  reports  that  the  logs  scaled  for  July 
and  August  of  this  year  amounted  to  68,897,188  and  64,257,966  feet, 
respectively,  the  figures  for  the  month  of  July  being  approximately 
6,000,000  feet  less  than  those  of  the  corresj)onding  month  last  year. 
The  total  for  the  first  seven  months  of  this  year  is  380,690,517,  as 
compared  with  a  total  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1914  of  310,- 
734,772. 

With  a  steady,  large  production  of  logs,  an  increasing  surplus  is 
reported  on  hand.  A  month  or  so  ago  it  was  placed  at  120,000,000 
feet,  but  now  it  is  estimated  at  between  140,000,000  and  150,000,000 
feet.  Sales  of  fir  are  reported  as  low  as  $4.  Quotations  run  from 
$4.50  to  $6  and  $8.  Cedar  is  placed  at  $6,  $8.50,  and  $12.50.  The  de- 
mand is  not  heavy. 

During  July  the  Provincial  timber  sales  amounted  to  5,472,154 
feet,  as  compared  with  10,100,857  feet  of  logs,  85,000  linear  feet  of 
piles  and  poles,  and  1,234  cords  of  pulp  wood,  cordwood,  etc,  for  the 
month  of  August 
Timber  Insects'  DestracUve  Work. 

Officials  of  the  entomological  branch  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture of  Cimada,  who  have  been  making  investigations  in  this 
Province  in  connection  with  the  destructive  work  of  bark  beetles, 
boring  insects,  etc.,  state  that  a  vast  amount  of  destruction  in  the 
yellow,  white,  and  lodge-pole  pine  has  occurred  by  outbreaks  of  bark 
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beetles  in  the  country  around  Okanogan  Lake,  west  to  Princeton  and 
Nicola,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  the  Kootenays.  Considerable  damage 
has  also  been  done  to  the  cedar  growth  on  the  coast  by  boring  in- 
sects, rendering  the  ti'ees  unfit  for  the  manufacture  of  shingles. 

Investigations  made  in  Stanley  Park,  Vancouver,  show  that  bark 
beetles  have  attacked  the  spruce  trees,  causing  considerable  damage 
among  the  young  growth.  Defoliating  caterpillars  have  also  made 
great  depredations  among  the  hemlock  trees,  and  several  acres  of 
dead  trees  were  found  on  the  north  side  of  the  park. 

It  is  reported  that  an  entirely  new  species  of  borer  has  beai  dis- 
covered, and  that  it  is  doing  a  great  deal  of  damage  in  ereen  cedar. 
It  bores  tunnels  through  the  trunk  one-quarter  to  1-incn  wide  and 
about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  deep,  in  many  cases  riddling  the  wood 
so  that  it  is  unfit  for  lumber  or  shingles. 

The  plant  of  the  Shull  Lumber  &  Shingle  Co.  (Ltd.),  on  the 
north  arm  of  the  Fraser  Biver,  a  few  miles  below  New  Westminster, 
British  Columbia,  has  just  been  completed,  at  an  approximate  cost 
of  $150,000.  It  recently  made  its  initial  shipment — three  cars  of 
shingles  to  Montana.  The  mill  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  modern 
on  &  coast,  and  the  machinery  installed  is  of  the  latest  design.  It 
is  owned  and  operated  by  Americans. 

American  Ship  to  Take  Lumber  to  China. 

The  American  sailing  schooner  Hugh  Hogrn^  owned  in  Portland, 
Oreg.,  has  been  chartered  recently  by  local  agents  to  carry  600,000 
feet  of  British  Columbia  lumber  to  Shanghai,  China.  It  is  stated 
that  in  former  years  n  large  percentage  of  the  China  lumber  trade 
was  handled  by  Pacific  coast  mills,  but  in  later  years  the  trade  has 
been  secured  by  Australian  firms,  owing  to  their  close  proximity  to 
that  market  and  their  abundant  supply  of  hardwoods.  This  is  the 
first  American  sailing  vessel  chartered  in  this  trade  for  a  number 
of  years. 

The  recent  clearing  of  the  Norwegian  steamer  Advuralen  from 
Great  Point  Rapids,  British  Columbia,  for  New  York,  via  the 
Panama  Canal,  with  a  4,000,000  consigrun»it  of  British  Columbia 
shingles,  was  of  particular  interest  to  the  trade,  on  account  of  the 
charter  being  direct  between  the  British  Columbia  manufacturer  and 
the  purchaser,  heretofore  practically  unknown  in  the  British  Colum- 
bia shingle  trade  as  applymg  to  American  markets. 

As  showing  the  relative  importance  of  lumber  shipments  to  San 
Francisco  from  British  Columbia,  compared  with  those  shipped 
from  Puget  Sound  ports,  for  the  nine  months  ended  September  30, 
1915,  the  following  table  may  be  of  interest : 


DUriets. 


Qtwntltr  lor 


Oregon  coast  

rolumbla  Ufver  

WiUapa  Harbor  

Piigcl  Sound  

Oravs  Harbor  

British  Columbi*  

Northern  sdilpments. 
Bedwood  

Total  


Fta. 

142,2fi2,000 
67,330,000 
34,075,OCO 
71,381,000 

ea,s»,ooa 


308,129,000 
174,401,000 


543,130,000 
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Umber  Frodnots  Exported  to  TTalted  Statei. 

Timber  pfoducts  expwrted  from  British  Columbia  to  the  United 
States,  invoiced  through  the  consulate  general  at  Vancouver,  for  the 
three  quarters  ended  September  30,  1914  and  1915,  were  valued  at 
$4,021,635  and  $5,622,451,  respectively. 

The  West  Coast  Lumberman  gives  the  imports  of  shingles  from 
Canada  by  the  United  States  for  the  first  six  months  of  1914  and 
1915  at  S30,296  and  768,686  thousand,  respectively,  which  indicates 
that  s  large  share  was  ^om  British  Columbia,  inasmuch  as  the  re- 
turns of  this  oflGce  show  that  for  these  two  periods  there  were  in- 
voiced through  it  alone  303,584  and  574,605  thousand,  respectively. 

fCopIes  of  three  publications — "  Britlali  Columbia  timber,"  "  British  Columbia 
red-oedar  shlogies,"  and  *'  How  to  finish  British  Columbia  wood  " — together  with 
a  reprint  of  a  Canadian  commerce  report  by  Mr.  H.  R.  MacMillan  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  lumber  market,  will  be  lonnei.1  to  interestetl  persons  on  application 
to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Refer  to  file  No.  67968.  Mr, 
Ma<'MI'in"  was  formerly  chief  forester  of  British  Columbia.] 


HAOZTETm:  IBON-OB£  DEPOSITS  07  GORDON  ISLAKD. 

[Consul  David  J.  D.  Myers,  Fonta  Arenaa,  Chile,  Aug.  28.] 

There  are  forwarded  herewith  data  on  the  iron-ore  deposits  of 
Gordon  Island,  which  properties  the  owners  offer  for  sale  or  exploita- 
tion. Comment  on  the  position  is  considered  unnecessary,  as  the 
island  and  Beagle  Channel  are  shown  on  all  maps  of  the  region, 
which  is  sparsely  populated  and  for  the  most  part  unexplored. 
Large  steamers  can  enter  the  bay  throughout  the  year.  The  com- 
pany controlling  the  deposits  is  regularly  constituted  and  duly 
registered,  but  has  no  capital  to  exploit  the  mines,  not  even  to  make 
a  proper  survey  and  tests  of  its  holdings.  Arrangements  were  being 
carried  out  to  sell  to  a  French  concern  when  the  war  broke  out, 
which  brought  negotiations  to  a  close. 

Although  specinc  information  is  lacking  on  the  possible  quanti- 
ties  of  ore  obtainable  from  these  deposits,  it  is  believed  to  be  worth 
the  while  of  American  concerns  interested  in  securing  such  ore  to  go 
to  some  small  expense  in  investigating  same,  due  to  the  great  ease 
with  which  the  ore  can  be  put  aboard  steamers  in  case  it  is  found  to 
exist  in  quantities  sufficient  to  justify  its  exploitation.  Correspond- 
ence should  be  conducted  direct  with  the  local  representative,  pref- 
erably in  Spanish,  the  language  of  this  port,  although  English  may 
be  used.  Copies  of  correspondence  might  be  sent  with  advantage 
to  this  consulate. 

[A  pen  drawing  of  the  location  of  the  property  offered,  an  analysis  of  the 
ure.  and  other  Information  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Foreli^  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices ;  refer  to  file  Na  67120.] 

OBAIN  HAEVEST  IN  DENHABE. 

[Consul  General  E.  D.  Winatow.  Copenbasen,  Sept  80.] 

The  yield  of  wheat  in  Denmark  for  the  ci-op  season  just  closed  is 
estimated  at  8,000,000  bushels,  against  an  average  yield  for  the  past 
five  years  of  4,800,000  bushels;  rye,  11,000,000  bushels,  against  an 
average  yield  of  15,000,000  bushels;  barlev,  21,000,000  bushels,  com- 
pared with  18,000,000  bushels;  oats,  45,000,000  bushels,  conipared 
with  46,000,000  bushels. 
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FBOBLEK  OF  WOOL  STOBAfiE. 

[CoDsnl  Au^astOB  E.  Ingrain,  Bradford,  Bn^aod,  S«pt  SO-I 

The  congestion  of  wool  at  the  London  Docks  is  a  matter  that  has 
been  engaging  considerable  local  attention.  It  is  said  that  conditions 
resulting  from  the  war  have  greatly  increased  the  amount  of  wool 
sent  to  England  from  the  colonies.  Practically  the  whole  of  Ger- 
many's supply  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  appears  to  have 
been  diverted  to  this  country,  and  according  to  an  Australian  esti- 
mate during  the  past  seven  months  approximately  1,500,000  bales 
have  been  landed  in  the  Port  of  London  alone. 

Much  of  the  wool  landed  in  London  is  for  direct  dispatch  to 
Bradford  by  rail,  and  it  has  been  suggested  by  the  Government  that 
action  should  be  taken  in  the  West  Hiding  of  Yorkshire  to  increase 
the  storage  accommodation  on  similar  lines  to  that  already  done  by 
the  Port  of  London  Authority  in  building  several  additional  sheds. 
The  Bradford  Chamber  of  Commerce  reports  that  some  additional 
warehouses  are  now  being  utilized. 

Xan7  Intereits  Clash  at  Present. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Yorkshire  Post  givra  the  result 
of  an  interview  with  Mr.  J.  B.  Broodbank,  chairman  of  the  dodc 
and  warehouse  committee  of  the  Port  of  London  Authority.  The 
details  of  the  facilities  offered  by  Manchester  and  the  description  of 
the  cotton  warehouses  which  could  be  utilized  for  wool  are  of  con- 
siderable interest  in  this  connection. 

Much  of  the  wool  Inmlal  In  London  Is  for  direct  despatch  to  Bradford  hy  rail. 
This  wool  mlEht  be  diverted  elsewhere.  East-coast  ports  are  not  favored  at 
present,  nnd  the  congestion  which  still  prevails  at  Llverjiool  puts  that  port  out 
of  the  question.  In  these  circumstances  Manchester  lias  come  forward  with 
sugf^tlons  that  may  help  to  relieve  the  situation. 

Many  Interests  clash  at  the  present  time.  It  is  essential  that  ships  occupying 
wharf  space  should  be  discharged  ns  quickly  as  possible,  but  the  work  is  very 
much  lianipereO  If  the  transit  sheds  are  occupied  ds  warehouses.  The  port 
authorities  finding  all  their  space  filled  up  by  an  accumulation  of  goods  are 
hindered  in  iheir  work.  TIio  railway  companies  have  their  own  peculiar  em- 
barrassments and  have  to  bo  careful  that  neither  the  Port  Authority  on  the 
one  hand  nor  the  trade  on  the  other  forces  them  into  becoming  warehousemen 
for  the  surplus  wool.  They  are  therefore  limiting  their  acc^taoces  of  wool 
from  the  docks  to  the  amount  which  each  particular  customer  is  able  to  take 
off  their  hands  immediately. 

Tlie  wool,  however,  must  be  stored  somewhere.  The  port  and  railway 
autliorities  are  urging  Bradford  to  make  a  much  greater  provl^on  of  ware- 
house space  than  has  hitherto  been  thought  necessary,  and  It  has  even  been  sug- 
gested that  a  municipal  storehouse  should  be  provided  [See  Comuebce  Be- 
poBTs  for  Sept.  17,  1015,  p.  133].  Bradford,  on  the  other  hand,  contends  that 
the  times  nre  abnoriiuii  and  does  not  like  tlio  idea  of  embarking  on  a  big  scheme 
of  warehouse  building.  Moreover,  the  provision  of  huge  storehouses  at  Brad- 
ford would  still  leave  difficulties  with  tite  railways,  which  would  be  liable  to 
be  Inundated  with  wool  traffic  whenever  there  was  r  big  arrival  at  the  port  and 
the  ships  were  being  discharged  as  rapidly  as  irassible. 

What  Manchester  Offers. 

The  Manchester  proposal,  which  is  being  put  forward  by  the  Ship  Canal  Co. 
and  Mnnchester  Warehouses  (Ltd.),  Is  to  provide  a  kind  of  reservoir  or  safety 
valve  In  the  shnije  of  big  warehouses  at  the  Manchester  docks,  to  which  the 
wool  may  be  taken  direct  from  the  ship's  liold  and  then  drawn  upon  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Bradford  trade.  In  the  course  of  a  letter  to  the 
Bradford  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Harehall  Stevens,  chair- 
man of  the  Port  of  Manchester  Warehouses  (Ltd.),  soys: 

"  If  arrangements  are  made  with  us,  we  are  prepared  to  provide  all  the  storage 
accommodation  necessary  for  next  season's  wool  coming  on  tbroni^  bill  of 
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lading  to  Bradford.  .have  buildings  now  In  course  of  construction  the 
whole  of  which  will  be  ready  In  a  few  weeks,  with  a  capacity  of  something  like 
3,500.000  cubic  feet  These  buildings,  of  conrse,  are  not  being  erected  for  wool 
traffic,  but  principally  for  cotton  and  general  merchandise.  None  of  them, 
however.  Is  allocated  at  tlie  present  time  to  particular  traffic,  and  as  much  as 
is  necessary  can  be  set  aside  for  woo],  and  if  arrangements  are  made  we  can 
add  to  the  accommodation  almost  Indefinitely  In  time  for  your  next  season's 
requirements. 

"  We  are  not  going  to  give  the  accommodation  for  wool  unless  It  be  to  en- 
courage .direct  Imports  to  Manchester  docks,  aud  for  tlils  purpose  the  condition 
that  we  suggest  Is  that  those  of  your  merchants  requiring  tlie  accommodation 
should  take  a  mlnlmnm  quantity  of  space  from  us  for  a  period  of  three  years. 
We  have  looked  at  the  rent  charges  for  wool  nt  London  and  find  that  It  Is 
not  necessary  for  us  to  make  charges  of  that  nature.  We  will  be  satisfied  with 
the  same  rental  proportionately  as  we  get  for  cotton,  which  would  mean  that 
for  every  16  feet  of  cubic  space  occupied  by  wool  we  would  require  a  rent  of 
Id.  (2  cents)  plus  10  per  cent  per  week.  This  would  easily  tie  brought  down  to 
rates  per  bale  for  each  particular  class  of  wool  as  the  consignments  come  for- 
ward here.  The  same  thing  applies  to  the  charges  for  the  labor  operations 
necessary,  and  until  a  scheduie  has  been  agreed  we  will  limit  our  charges  to  the 
cost  of  labor,  materials,  etc.,  plus  12)  per  cent" 

An  Example  from  Cotton. 

A  member  of  our  staff  who  paid  a  recent  visit  to  Trafford  Park  was  shown  a 
large  number  of  bales  of  Patagonlan  wool  stored  in  one  of  the  huge  warehouses 
which  have  been  erected  this  year.  These  warehouses,  equipped  with  all  modern 
electrical  facilities  for  handling  goods,  are  going  up  very  rapidly  on  the  Trafford 
Park  estate,  and  the  extent  to  which  they  are  being  taken  advantage  of  for  raw 
or  semlmanufoctured  goods  of  all  kinds  Is  remarkable.  It  ts  now  quite  an  es- 
tablished thing  In  the  cotton  trade  to  store  raw  cotton  In  the  docks  until  the 
mills  can  take  delivery.  There  are  on  the  Trafford  Park  estate  now  and  In  course 
of  erection  some  of  Uie  finest  stores  for  cotton  In  the  world.  Kvery  detail  has 
been  carefully  thought  out  from  the  point  of  view  of  fire  prevention,  and  also 
that  of  easy  handling.  The  degree  of  Immunity  from  serious  fire  that  has  been 
attained  is  shown  by  the  fire  insurance  rates,  which  are  only  one-fifth  of  the 
ordinary  rates  for  cotton  stored  in  warehouses.  These  great  cotton  "  safes," 
as  they  are  called,  are  very  impressive — vast  brick  caverns.  In  which  the  bales 
are  stacked  by  the  electric  overhead  traveling  cranes.  The  new  safes  now  In 
course  ^  erection  are  provided  with  a  tank  of  water  running  the  whole  length 
of  the  central  corridor.  In  case  of  fire  the  suction  pipe  of  the  fire  engine  wpuld 
be  put  in  the  tank,  and  the  water  would  afterwards  be  drawn  back  into  the 
tank,  thus  avoiding  damage  to  adjoining  compartments  by  fiooding,  and  giving 
economy  of  water.  Ships'  cargoes  are  unloaded  Into  these  safes,  from  wliich 
the  mills  draw  a  regular  supply  of  the  raw  material  as  it  Is  required.  There 
is  no  Intermediate  carting,  for  the  railway  lines  run  along  each  of  the  ware- 
houses, and  the  cotton  is  sent  direct  from  the  warehouse  to  the  point  of  con- 
sumption with  a  mlnimuro  of  handling. 

It  is  this  system  which  Manchester  proposes  to  offer  to  the  wool  trade.  When 
our  represNitatlve  was  at  Manchester,  there  were  a  large  number  of  ships  in 
docki  hut  there  was  room  for  a  number  more  to  get  alongside  without  delay. 
All  the  dock^de  appliances  at  Manchester  are  of  the  most  modem  type,  and  the 
oi^nlzation  is  such  that  ships  can  be  discharged  and  the  goods  safely  ware* 
housed  In  the  shortest  possible  time. 


TAPAKESE  KETEOKOLOGICAL  SiaHAIS. 

[Consul  General  Banaford  B.  Hiller,  Seoul,  Cfaosen,  Sept  1.] 

The  Meteorological  Observatory  in  Chemulpo  (Jinsen)  has  lately 
decided  to  show  to  ships  in  the  port  the  meteorological  conditions  of 
the  day  means  of  signal  fla^.  Flags  showing  the  degree  of  the 
atmospheric  pressure  taken  by  the  Meteorological  Observatory  at 
10  a.  m.  every  day  are  hoisted  for  10  minutes  on  the  signal  post  on 
iWolmi  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Chemulpo,  the  signal  used  being  in 
the  international  code.  The  Seoul  Press,  in  reporting  the  alrave, 
adds  that  similar  steps  are  to  be  taken  in  the  near  future  at  the  ports 
pf  Fusan  and  Gensan  and  at  other  harbors  in  Chosen. 
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HONGEONO  BICE  COHT&AeiS. 

[CodsqI  Geoeral  George  EL  Anderaon,  HoDgkong,  Sept  11.1 

Considerable  difficulty  is  arising  in  rice  shipments  from  Hong- 
kong to  the  United  States  and  South  Africa  as  a  result  of  variations 
from  samples  and  substitutions  in  quality  of  grain  exported  by  some 
shippers.  Certain  shippers  of  the  colony  complain  that  they  have 
lost  business  from  American  and  other  foreign  customers  by  unfair 
competition  which  is  more  or  less  of  a  fraud  on  the  American  or 
other  importer  and  a  breaking  away  from  established  stan<hirds  in 
tb*)  trade. 

The  situation  can  be  explained  best  by  an  example.  Beliable  firms 
will  fiu'nish  to  American  importers  samples  of  certain  grades  of 
rice  as  recognized  by  the  trade  here  and  hold  themselves  ready  to 
quote  prices  on  demand  for  rice  of  the  grades  represented  by  the 
samples  given.  An  American  buyer  will  ask  for  prices  from  several 
firms  on  the  basis  of  the  samples  submitted,  and  the  price  here  in 
the  open  market  for  the  grade  ordered  will  be,  say,  $5.26  per  picul 
(133i  pounds).  Some  of  the  dealers  competing  m  an  unfair  way 
will  go  to  Chinese  middlemen  and  secure  a  grade  of  rice  by  mixing 
the  ^.25  grade  with  inferior  rice  which  can  oe  had  at  a  co^  of,  say, 
$3.10  per  picul.  It  will  quote  the  price  of  $5.10  for  the  grade  of 
rice  asked  for  by  the  American  importer  and  will  fill  the  order  ob- 
tained at  the  lower  price  with  the  rice  valued  at  onl^  $5.10  per  picul. 

This  substitution  of  rice  for  the  grade  ordered  mvolves  so  slight 
a  departure  from  the  standard  ordered  that  it  is  seldom  detected  by 
the  importer  at  the  time,  if  ever,  while  the  difference  is  great  enough 
to  secure  the  unfair  competitor  the  business.  This  practice  continues 
until  in  time  the  variation  from  the  standard  quality  becomes  great 
enough  to  be  noticed  and  then,  of  course,  there  is  trouble.  In  the 
meanwhile,  firms  of  integrity  who  have  maintained  the  standard 
upon  which  they  have  quoted  current  prices  and  who  fill  orders  with 
grain  of  the  quality  sampled  not  only  lose  business,  but  lose  prestige 
with  American  importers  because  of  the  seemingly  higher  prices 
quoted  by  them  on  the  basis  of  samples  submitted. 

A  Rice  Exchange  Ifeeded — American  Purchases. 

There  is  great  need  in  Hongkong  of  a  Rice  Exchange.  The 
volume  of  business  in  the  grain  is  large  enough  to  justify  such  an 
organization  on  a  large  scale  and  with  full  machinery  for  establ^- 
ing  and  maintaining  quality  standards  and  contract  arrangements. 
The  greater  portion  or  the  rice  business  of  the  port,  however,  is  in 
the  control  of  Chinese  firms.  These  firms  maintain  more  or  less  of 
an  organization  of  their  own,  but  it  does  not  and  the  finns  usually 
will  not  cooperate  with  foreign  firms  in  foreign  bufflness.  Foreign 
firms  usually  buy  rice  for  export  in  the  open  market  and  there  is 
little  or  no  machinery  for  correcting  abuses  like  that  described.  The 
substitution  of  lower  grades  of  grain  for  standard  grades  sampled  to 
the  trade  has  been  particularly  prevalent  in  the  trade  with  South 
Africa. 

The  export  of  rice  to  the  United  States  so  far  this  year  has  ex- 
ceeded all  previous  records.  Shipments  up  to  August  31  alone 
amounted  in  value  to  $1,337,661,  as  compared  with  a  vtuue  of  $820^455 
for  the  entire  first  nine  months  of  1914  and  $893)720  for  the  firs^ 
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nine  months  of  1913  and  $602,030  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1912. 
Shipments  to  the  Philippines  up  to  August  31  this  year  have  been 
valued  at  $2,047,898,  compared  with  a  value  of  $577,321  for  the  first 
nine  months  of  1914  and  of  $850,739  and  $3,313,708,  respectively, 
for  the  first  nine  months  of  1913  and  the  famine  year  of  1912. 


SOUTH  AUEBICA  AS  A  UABKET  FOB  PRUNES. 

[Bevlew  of  the  Blver  Plate,  Sept  17.] 

There  is  apparently  an  opportunity  for  the  American  prune  in 
South  America.  Approximately  a  quarter  million  dollars'  worth  of 
prunes  are  imported  annually  into  South  America  under  normal  trade 
conditions,  and  of  this  the  United  States,  the  largest  prune-producing 
country  of  the  world,  supplies  only  about  5  per  cent.  Argentina^ 
importations  of  prunes  in  1912,  the  latest  normal  year,  amounted  to 
over  $100,000,  and  those  of  Brazil  to  a  like  sum,  though  the  exact 
figures  for  Brazil  can  not  be  stated,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  official 
statistics  include  certain  other  fruits  with  prunes  in  the  total  of  dried 
fruits  imported.  Uruguay  is  also  a  considerable  importer  of  prunes, 
and  all  these  countries  have  in  the  past  drawn  their  importations 
from  Franc©  and  the  Balkan  States,  which  are  next  to  the  United 
States  in  rank  of  worldproducers  of  prunes.  They  have  also  drawn 
large  quantities  from  Germany,  and  as  tiie  imports  from  all  these 
European  prune-supplyinj^  areas  are  now  either  cut  off  or  greatly 
reduced,  the  opportunity  is  open  to  the  American  growers,  who  can 
reach  the  South  American  mar^t  from  the  Pacific  coast  by  wav  of 
the  Panama  Canal  at  much  less  expense  than  formerly.  In  the  fiscal 
year  1913  the  United  States  exported  118  million  pounds  of  prunes, 
valued  at  $6,656,000,  of  which  only  196,000  pounds,  valued  at  $14,000, 
went  to  South  America. 

[The  exports  of  prunes  from  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal 
year  1914  amounted  to  69,813,711  pounds,  valued  at  $4,662,546,  of 
which  125,225  pounds,  valued  at  $10,957,  went  to  Soutli  America.] 

LIVE  STOCK  AND  ANIUAL  FBODUCTS  IN  SIAU. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  81am,  Aug.  28.] 

According  to  Siamese  official  statistics  the  number  of  all  domestic 
animals  in  the  Kingdom  on  January  1,  1915,  was  4,494,102,  as  com- 
pared with  4,330,926  on  the  corresponding  date  in  1914.  The  live 
stock  in  January,  1915,  consisted  of  4,640  elephants,  92,275  horses 
and  ponies,  2,397,970  cows,  oxen,  and  calves,  and  1,999,217  buffaloes. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  35  horses  and  ponies,  396  i^eep,  3  goats, 
and  3,860  pigs  were  imported  into  Siam,  the  horses  coming  from  Aus- 
tralia, and  me  other  animals  from  oriental  ports.  The  only  exports 
of  live  stock  from  Siam  during  1914^15  consisted  of  8,024  bullocks, 
valued  at  $200,416,  shipped  to  Singapore,  and  3  horses. 

Among  the  exports  of  animal  products  during  the  last  fiscal  twelve- 
months were :  Bones,  $6,304 ;  hides  and  skins,  $913,585 ;  horns,  $37.631 ; 
and  ivory,  $7,085.  The  only  exports  of  animal  products  from  Siam 
to  the  tfnited  States  during  1914r-15  were  77,046  pounds  of  hides, 
valued  at  $10,563.  On  account  of  -  the  prevalence  of  cattle  disease  in 
Siam  every  diipment  of  hides  to  the  United  States  is  thoroughly  dis* 
infected  in  the  presence  of  a  consular  officer. 
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[Vhorfl  addreMCfl  &re  omitted  ibej  nay  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bmre«m  or  Its  brueh 

Pocket  eleefrfcol  lamps,  hardioare,  etc.,  Mo.  19029. — ^A.  commercial  organization 
In  tbe  United  States  transmits  the  name  of  a  Arm  in  France  which  desires 
quotations  on  poclcet  electrical  lamps,  hardware  and  sanitary  articles  for 
surgeons  and  luepltals. 

Cotton  and  looolen  good*.  No.  19080. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  India 
reports  ttiat  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  ctmimnnlcation 
with  American  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  with  a  view  to 
securing  the  represeDtation  of  such  manufacturers  in  India  on  a  conunlsston 
bai^s.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Reference  is  given. 

Leather  hand  bags  and  purses,  No.  19031. — The  Bureau  is  Informed  by  an 
American  consular  officer  In  England  that  a  firm  of  wholesale  leatlier-goods 
dealers  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples  and  quotations  on  gross 
lots  of  leather  hand  bags  and  purses  for  women.  Various  s^les  and  si«s 
are  wanted.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination. 

UtuMnery,  No.  19032.— A  business  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  one 
of  its  correspondents  In  the  Far  East  desires  tbe  name  of  an  American 
manufacturer  of  machinery  and  other  ai^paratus  necessary  to  install  a  plant 
for  making  desiccated  coconut,  known  also  as  siiredded  coconut 

Garters,  No.  190SS. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  writes  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  an  American  manufacturer  of  gar- 
ters. An  exclusive  agency  for  nil  Switzerland  Is  wanted.  It  will  represent 
the  manufacturer  on  a  commission  basis  or  will  purchase  outright.  Sam- 
ples, with  quotations  c.  1.  f.  French  ports,  are  desh'ed.  Correspondence  may 
be  In  English,  but  is  preferred  in  French  or  German. 

Dry  goods,  drugs,  iron,  and  iron  manufactures,  No.  19034. — The  Bureau  is  in- 
formed by  an  American  consular  officer  In  Siberia  that  a  man  in  his  dis- 
trict has  requested  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  firms  dealing  In 
dry  goods  and  notions,  drugs,  iron,  and  iron  manufactures.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  In  English.   References  are  given. 

Tubes  for  boilers,  No.  19035. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  immefliate  quotations  on  cold-drawn 
weldless  steel  tubes  for  boilers,  galvanized  externally.  Specifications  and 
further  Information  may  l>e  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  its  branch 
oiDces.  Cori-e!!pondencc  may  be  in  English.  Payments  will  be  made  against 
documents  In  Italy.  Reference  Is  given.    (Refer  to  file  No.  67064.) 

Undcrtccar,  Ko.  19036. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland  writes  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  establish  connections  with  an  American 
manufacturer  of  cotton  and  woolen  underwear  for  men.  Medium  and 
ordinary  qualities,  an  assortment  of  light  colors,  such  as  gray,  white,  etc., 
are  wanted.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  French  ports.  Gorre^nd- 
ence  may  be  in  English,  but  is  preferred  in  French  or  German. 

General  agency.  No.  19037. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  communication  from 
an  attorney  in  New  York  stating  that  a  man  in  Paris  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exportera  In  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Swltz^ 
land.  No  particular  line  te  mentioned. 

ilachinery.  No.  19(^. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that 
the  Mlnistro  de  Fomento,  Madrid,  Spain,  has  been  authorize*!  to  call  for 
proposals  to  supply  an  excavating  machine  and  a  winch  machine  to  drill 
artesian  wells.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  seen  at  the  "  Secretarla  de 
la  Junta  Central  de  Repoblacion  Interior,"  Casa  de  la  Moneda,  Plaza  de 
Colon,  Madrid.  Spain.  Proimsals,  In  Spanish,  will  be  received  until  NoTon- 
ber  3, 1015.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  information  relative  to  this  oppor- 
tunity. 

iSachinery,  No.  19039.  —A  commercial  organization  in  the  United  States  trans- 
mits the  name  of  a  man  in  Spain'  who  desires  to  establish  connections  with 
American  manufacturers  of  machines  to  cover  wire  with  sUk.  A  sample 
has  been  forwarded,  which  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  72.) 


Digitized  by  Google 


00M2IEBCE  BEPOBIS. 


463 


Toothbrufihes,  No.  19040. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Central  America 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  manufac- 
turers of  cheap  grades  of  toothbrushes,  with  a  view  to  securing  the  agency 
for  same. 

Bhoes,  clothing,  house  ftitinga,  furniture,  etc..  No.  19041. — The  Bureau  is  In- 
formed by  an  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  that  a  man  desires  to  be 
put  in  toucli  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  boots  and 
shoes  for  women,  clothing,  house  tlttlngs,  furniture,  hardware,  etc.  Refer- 
ence is  given. 

Olasstpare,  No.  19042. — A  firm  in  the  United  Kingdom  writes  the  Bureau  tliat 
it  desires  to  establish  counections  with  American  dealers  in  lamp  glasses, 
oil  and  Incandescent;  ships'  cone  glasses;  and  gauge  glasses. 

Lard,  olco  oil,  and  limecd  meal  and  cakcg,  No.  19043. — A  commercial  agent  of 
the  Bureau  in  tlie  United  States  writes  that  a  representative  of  a  firm  In 
Holland  is  anxious  to  make  agency  connections  with  American  manufac- 
turers. The  firm  is  particularly  Interested  in  oleo  oil,  oleo  stock,  neutral 
lard,  linseed  meal,  and  linseed  cakes.  American  references  will  be  furnished 
by  tbe  firm. 

Hardware,  tools,  and  steel  products,  No.  10044. — A  commercial  organization  In 
the  United  States  reports  that  n  man  in  Spain  desires  to  establish  connec- 
tions with  American  manufacturers  of  hardware,  tools,  and  steel  products. 
Corre^ndence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Bank  notes  and  hank  supplies.  No.  19045. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in 
Venezuela  reports  that  the  promoters  of  a  bank  in  his  district  would  like 
to  receive  prices  and  samples  of  bank-note  engraving ;  also  catalogues  and 
prices  of  bank  supplies.   Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

QriitmUla,  irrigating  pumps,  and  uHndmtUs,  No.  1904G. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  China  states  that  an  American  in  hts  district  has  informed  him 
that  there  is  a  possible  market  for  cheap  gristmills,  particularly  mills  con- 
structed so  as  to  use  buffalo  power.  The  ouin  also  states  that  he  has  re* 
celvcd  Inquiries  In  regard  to  American  irrigating  pumps,  windmills,  looms, 
maeliinery  for  paper  mills,  and  other  machinery. 

Tile  dies.  No.  10047. — The  Bureau  is  informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  in  India  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  buy  dies  for  tiles.  Ret' 
erences  are  given. 

Brass  strips.  No.  19048. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United  Kingdom 
reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  rolled  brass  strips,  rolled  polished  brass  strips,  and 
rolled  engraving  brass  strips,  6  to  18  Inches  wide,  and  from  12  to  20  feet 
long,  suitable  for  use  lu  making  name  plates,  memorial  brasses,  stencils, 
and  stamps  and  dies,  etc.  The  gauge  should  be  B.  W.  8  to  22.  Prices  Should 
be  in  British  currency.  References  are  given. 

Leather  for  harness  making,  No.  19049. — ^A  firm  In  Spain  has  Informed  an 
American  consular  officer  In  that  country  that  It  wishes  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  leather  suitable  for  use  la  making  har- 
ness.  Correspondence  Is  preferred  in  Siwnish. 

Safes,  No.  190S0. — The  Bureau  is  informed  by  an  American  consular  officer  In 

Venezuela  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  the  escluslve  agency  for  the 
sale  of  moderate-priced  safes.  Cash  will  be  paid  for  all  orders.  Prices 
f.  o.  b.  New  York  are  desired.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 


Braneh  Ofilees  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domeitie  Commerce. 

Rew  York,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Cuitomhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  TTnlted 
States  Castomhoate;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonls,  408  Third  National 
Bank  Baildlng;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbcmia 
Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  806  Vnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle.  922  Alaska 
BuUdlag.  CooperatlTe  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Gommeree;  Ginda- 
aatl,  Chanber  of  Gommeroe;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commaroe;  Betrolt,  Board 
.cf  GommeTee;  FUladelpUo,  Chamber  of  ComiLerae. 
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ELECTBIC  POWER  FOB  HOBABT,  TASiCAlliA. 

[Consul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Hobart,  Sept  6.1 

An  agreement  has  been  entered  into  between  the  hydroelectric 
department  of  the  State  of  Tasmania  and  the  city  council  of  Hobart 
in  regard  to  the  supply  of  power  for  the  city  tramways  and  other 
purposes.  The  following  items  of  the  agreement  show  that  electric 
power  should  be  much  cheaper  here  and  there  should  be  a  very  ma- 
terial increase  in  the  demand  for  electrical  material  and  supplies: 

Power  to  be  taken  nt  the  direct-current  end  of  the  Government  switchboard 
at  cents  per  unit  (incliHllnK  switchboard  operation)  up  to  1,000,000  units 
per  annum;  all  units  above  1,500,000  per  annum  at  1  cent  per  unit;  this  power 
to  be  used  for  all  tramway  purposes  or  for  all  consumers  of  power  now  supplied 
by  the  tramway  department  or  additional  consumers  of  power  within  tlie  area 
marked  on  tbe  attached  plan  of  the  city. 

The  council  to  pay  a  minimum  revenue  of  $23,111  per  annum  and  to  guar- 
antee to  meet  the  demand  and  to  push  the  sale  of  electrl<^ty  to  the  utmost 
within  the  said  area. 

The  council  to  estaliltsh  and  maintain  a  showroom  for  motors  and  to  estab- 
lish a  charge  of  sales  scale  for  power,  to  be  approved  by  the  Government. 

The  Government  also  to  have  the  right  to  supply  current  direct  to  all  con- 
sumers of  500  horsepower  and  over. 

The  Government  to  undertake  to  reduce  the  rate  quoted  above  as  soon  as  It 
Is  commercially  possible. 

Augmented  Harket  for  Ameriean  Uachlnery  and  Appliances. 

The  Government  is  also  negotiating  to  purchase  the  plant  and 
distributing  system  of  the  Hobart  Gas  Co.,  a  private  concern,  which 
supplies  ^as  and  electricity  throughout  Hobart  in  competition  with 
the  municipally  owned  electric  plant.  It  is  thought  that  about 
$600,000  will  be  involved  in  this  transaction. 

As  this  cheaper  power  will  be  available  not  later  than  April  of 
nest  year,  it  is  well  that  exporters  of  electrical  goods  should  approach 
this  market  as  soon  as  possible.  American  electrical  machinery  and 
appliances  enjoy  a  yeiy  high  reputation  here,  and  are  usually  given 
preference  when  prices  are  right. 

In  ordinary  times  England,  Germany,  and  the  United  States  sup- 
ply-the  bulk  of  the  demand  for  electrical  goods.  The  trade  amoimts 
to*$80,000  a  year,  oversea  imports  of  electrical  machines  and  appli- 
ances during  1913  being  valued  at  $61,390  and  those  of  electrical 
materials  at  $20,995.  It  is  now  becoming  more  difficult  to  obtain  such 
goods  in  England  unless  purchasers  are  inclined  to  be  exceptionally 
lenient  in  the  matter  of  deliveries.  Under  these  circumstances  Amer- 
ican firms  will  find  here  a  developing  market,  with  competition  by 
no  means  so  severe  as  formerly. 

[A  list  of  dealers  in  electrical  goods  lu  Hoburt  may  be  obtained  from  tbe 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  liefer  to  file 
No.  67384.] 


This  year's  production  of  sake,  the  Japanese  national  beverage,  will 
represent  a  decrease  from  the  total  output  of  last  year.  This  is  due 
to  tlie  large  stock  held  over  from  1914.  According  to  the  Vice  Minis- 
ter for  Finance,  as  quoted  by  the  Peking  Daily  News,  last  year's 
output  of  sake  amounted  to  174,409,980  gallons,  and  the  tax  on  it 
totaled  $35,856,000,  the  reduction  this  year  amounting  to  23,826,500 
gallons,  and  the  deci-ease  in  the  total  tax  to  $4,980^000. 
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SWISS  FEDERAL  PTTRCHASIlia  TETTST. 

(Amfti<:an  Minister  P.  A,  StOTatl,  Berne,  Bept  29.] 

While  the  details  of  the  projected  organization  have  not  as  yet 
been  decided  upon,  the  Swiss  Council,  in  a  sitting  held  September 
22,  approved  the  creation  of  a  "  trust"  which  will  be  known  as  the 
Societ^  Suises  de  Surveillance  (Swiss  Society  of  Surveillance),  the 
letters  S.  S.  S.  being  selected  as  its  commercial  designation.  The 
society  will  be  composed  of  15  members,  all  of  Swiss  nationality,  ap- 
pointed hy  the  Swiss  Federal  Council.  It  is  expected  that  the  di- 
rectors will  be  well-known  personages  of  character  and  standing, 
chosen  .from  the  various  Cantons  of  Gmnan,  French,  and  Italian 
language. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  newly  organized  society  is  to  secure 
the  importation  of  the  necessary  supplies  and  materials  which 
Switzerland  requires  both  for  home  consumption  and  in  order  to 
continue  its  industries  during  the  period  of  hostilities.  The  pro- 
jected "trust"  will  exercise  no  control  over  the  importation  of 
metals.  A  separate  syndicate,  under  Federal  supervision,  has  been 
organized  for  this  purpose. 
Cbuyet — Cotuigniaeiits  to  Tmst. 

The  newly  created  Swiss  Society  has  a  nominal  capital  of  100,000 
francs  ($19,300),  which  has  been  placed  at  its  disposal  by  the  Federal 
(council.  ThB  society  is  not  intended  to  be  a  pront-makin^  organiza- 
tion, and  will  not  be  permitted  to  engage  in  any  commercial  transac- 
tion on  its  own  account.  The  charge  imposed  by  the  Netherlands 
Oversea  Trust  in  Holland  is  one-eighth  of  1  per  cent  of  the  invoice 
value  of  shipments.  [Numerous  references  to  the  Netherlands  Over- 
sea Trust  have  appeared  in  Commerce  Reports  during  the  current 
year;  see,  among  others,  the  issues  for  Jan.  2  (p.  6)  and  Sept.  11.] 
It  is  likely  that  a  similar  charge  will  be  made  by  the  Swiss  Society 
and  the  proceeds  devoted  to  the  payment  of  current  expenses  nnd 
of  a  reasonable  interest  on  the  working  capital  advanced  by  the  Con- 
deration. 

In  order  to  secure  uninterrupted  sea  passage  on  shipments  to 
Switzerland,  as  well  as  free  passage  through  the  allied  countries. 
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all  sach  shipments,  after  this  date,  should  be  con^gned  to  the 
S.  S.  S.  by  me  consignor.  In  each  case  the  consignee  must  secora, 
in  advance,  written  authorization  from  the  Society.  It  must  be 
shown  conclusively  that  the  goods  composing  the  ^ipments  are 
intended  for  bona  fide  Swiss  consumption  and  not  for  reexportation. 


INTEREST  IN  ClOID  FIELDS  HEAB  WINNIFEa. 

Consul  General  Frederick  M.  Ryder,  at  TVinnip^,  Manitoba, 
under  date  of  October  9,  reports  that  prospectors  for  gold,  who  have 
been  locating  claims  in  the  Rice  Lake  district,  100  miles  north  of 
Winnipeg  for  the  past  year,  have  brought  in  samples  whidi  seem  to 
indicate  that  the  locality  is  rich  in  minerals.  Claims  are  also  being 
staked  in  the  Gold  Lake  district,  about  50  miles  north  of  Rice  Lake. 

The  strata  extend  from  Cimiberland  Lake,  northwest  of  La  Pas, 
southeasterly  into  the  Rainy  River  district.  There  is  a  gneissic 
formation,  with  seams  of  from  1  to  6  indies  in  width,  shoving  trac- 
ings of  gold,  iron,  barites,  with  some  copper  and  silver. 

The  most  practical  moans  of  reaching  Rice  Lake  district  is  by 
small  steamer  from  Winnipeg  to  the  month  of  the  Monogotogan 
River,  which  flows  into  Lake  Winnipeg,  about  100  miles  from  Winni- 
peg; from  there  it  is  possible  to  ascend  the  river  in  canoes  about  50 
mues  to  Ratroot  Lake,  and  then  overland,  and  from  there  portaging 
over  rough  country,  a  distance  of  about  12  miles  to  Rice  Lake,  thus 
making  the  transportation  of  machinery  extremely  difficult— *ven 
that  of  ti  portable  nature  for  superficial  (levelopment. 

Practically  all  of  the  claims  filed  in  the  district  have  been  staked 
for  specidative  purposes.  Several  prospectors  and  mining  engineers 
from  Ik'ston  and  MinneH|K>lis  haw  ^one  up  to  the  new  gold  fields 
and  upon  returning  were  reticent  »s  to  the  prospects. 

The  Provincial  Government  is  to  make  an  effort  to  obtain  the  min- 
eral rights  from  the  Dominion  Government,  which  owns  all  the 
minerals  in  the  Province  of  Manitoba.  According  to  the  records, 
Manitoba  has  received  upward  of  $4,000  in  fees  for  recor^ng  the 
746  claims  in  good  stanaing  in  the  Rice  and  Gold  La^  districts. 
These  records  show  that  $260,000  has  already  been  expended  in  the 
locality,  20  per  cent  of  which  has  been  for  transportation. 


FBSIOHT  R&TE  VIA  FARAKA  BAILWAT. 

(AnnomicnneBt  of  the  ruMma  Canal,  Wasbiogtoa  offlce,  Oct.  30.1 

Referring  to  the  memorandum  issued  by  this  office  dated  October 
10,  1915,  in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  classified  rates  for  the 
transfer  of  freight  across  the  Isthmus  by  the  Panama  Railroad,  to 
become  effective  with  the  arrival  of  ships  at  the  Panama  Canal  on 
and  after  November  1, 1915,  and  during  such  times  as  the  canal  may 
be  closed  to  traffic,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  that  in  view  of 
the  manv  questions  involved  in  changing  from  the  $3  flat  rate  to  th« 
classified  rates,  the  flat  rate  will  be  temporarily  continued  under  the 
conditions  now  in  effect  until  he  has  had  a  full  oi)portunity  to 
thoroughly  investigate  the  subject.  The  classified  tariff  heretofore 
approved  to  go  into  effect  November  1  is  therefore  withdrawn,  and 
the  emergency  $3  flat  rate  covered  by  this  office's  memorandom 
dated  October  8, 1915,  will  be  continued  tmtil  further  notice. 
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nrTBomrcnoH  07  tilefish  a  success. 

The  results  of  the  first  two  trips  of  the  auxiliary  schooner  Stranger, 
landing  tilefish  at  New  York  CHty^  give  evidence  that  the  campaign 
of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  to  introduce  that  fish  is  a 
complete  success.  In  the  beginning  some  of  the  dealers  expressed 
doubt  whether  the  public  would  accept  the  fish  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties to  warrant  the  establishment  of  a  regular  fishery.  However, 
the  publicity  campaign  of  the  bureau  has  been  efifective  and  the  fish 
are  in  demand  with  both  dealers  and  public. 

The  first  fare  of  10,000  pounds  reached  New  York  late  on  October 
21  and  was  put  on  the  market  early  the  next  morning.  Although 
the  start  was  slow,  the  demand  increased  rapidly  and  by  3  o'clock 
the  market  was  cleaned  out,  with  orders  unfilled.  The  second  trip 
of  12,000  pounds  docked  on  the  morning  of  October  27  and  despite 
the  competition  of  an  tmusual  amount  of  both  cheap  and  fancy 
fish  in  the  market  the  tilefish  were  taken  by  the  dealers  as  fast  as 
unloaded.  All  reports  from  those  that  have  eaten  the  fish  are  good, 
and  the  dealers  ag^ree  that  a  permanent  demand  is  established. 

The  Stranger  is  now  out  on  its  third  trip,  this  time  with  a  camera 
man  from  one  of  the  motion-picture  companies  along,  so  that  pic- 
tures of  the  fish  and  fishing  operations  will  soon  be  shown  throu^- 
out  the  country. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  states  that  unless  there  should  be  a  com- 
plete reversal  of  the  results  of  fishing  during  the  next  two  trips,  it 
will  be  imder  no  expense  for  fishing  operations,  and  the  fishermen 
will  receive  considerably  more  than  what  they  regard  as  a  reason- 
able return  for  their  labor. 

IHFOBTS  AND  EXFOSTS  OF  COFPEB. 

The  imports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New  York,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston,  New  Or- 
leans, San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the  week 
ended  October  23,  1915,  were  as  follows:  Ore,  matte,  and  regulus 
(copper  contents),  762,018  pounds,  valued  at  $111,586;  pigs,  ingots, 
etc,  1,662,307  pounds,  valued  at  $254,131.  Cuba  supplied  480,980 
pounds  of  the  ore,  matte,  and  regulua  and  Canada  1,883,042  pounds 
of  the  pigs,  ingots,  etc. 

The  exports  of  domestic  copper  (pigs,  ingots,  etc.)  during  the  week 
amounted  to  15,229,219  pounds,  valued  at  $2,832,827,  of  which 
5,841,186  pounds  went  to  France,  4,356,064  pounds  to  Italy,  3,198,999 
pounds  to  England,  and  1,680,857  pounds  to  Bussia. 

SPAIN  FIXES  PRICE  07  KEBCVST. 

(Consol  Bobertson  Honej,  Hadrtd,  Get  7.] 

The  Spanish  Government  this  day  announces  that  the  price  of 
mercury  sold  by  the  lessees  of  the  mines  at  Almaden  shall  be  385 
pesetas  per  flask  of  34.507  kilos.  The  Spanish  Qovemment  is  the 
owner  of  this  property  and  the  price  fixed  as  above  relates  to  trans- 
actions between  the  Government  and  the  lessees.  The  figure  is 
about  $1  per  avoirdupois  pound. 
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NEW  0IIIX&5B  BEC0HE8  SPOT  SDSAL  lUEEET. 

[CoounercUa  Asent  Edwla  ISL  Jadd,  New  Orleans,  Id.,  Oct  SL] 

A  e^dicate  of  New  Orleans  bankers  yesterday  announoed  tiM 
execution  of  a  o<Hitract  with  the  H^iequeii  Growers  Assodatiin  of 

Yucatan  for  a  loan  of  $10,000,000  to  be  secured  by  warehouse  re- 
ceipts on  sisal  (henequen)  stored  by  the  association  in  the  State- 
owned  cotton  terminal  in  this  city.  The  negotiations  have  been 
going  on  for  several  months  past,  and  the  ajinaimoement  of  their 
successful  culmination  means  the  establishment  in  New  Orleans  of 
an  important  spot  market  for  sisal.  It  also  marks  an  important 
step  inward  by  New  Orleans  bankers,  who,  chiefly  thrvHigh  the 
hetkVj  domestic  demands  upon  them,  have  been  nuther  Feuictast 
to  mter  the  foreign-loan  field. 

New  Orleans  has  beeo  tlie  chief  entry  port  for  Amwicui  imports 
of  sisal  for  nearly  a  decade,  the  prop<ution  moving  through  this 
port  having  risen  from  13,202  Urns  out  of  a  total  of  100,301.  tons 
imported  in  1905  to  55/>2!>  tons  out  of  a  total  of  99,966  tons  in  1910, 
and  95,331  tons  out  of  a  total  of  185,764  tons  in  1915.  Heretofore 
this  has  beeii  almost  entirely  a  transit  business,  however,  the  fiber 
moving  into  the  interior  almost  immediately.  The  Henequen 
Grovare  Association  intmds  to  markrt  the  product  of  the  menuwrs 
direct  to  the  omsumer,  and  to  this  end  will  carry  a  stock  valued  at 
$10,000,000  to  $15,000,000  in  tiiis  city. 

Steuner  BenriM  Anaiigei— 4hwert  V«w  Contr<d  Xu-keUav- 

The  great  State-owned  cotton  terminnl  [descrittftd  in  JJ^Uj  .Ckm- 
sulnr  and  Trade  Reports  for  Mar.  19,  1914]  now  in  operation  makes 
it  possible  to  store  the  sisal  at  a  very  moderate  expense,  and  the 
warehotise  recoipts  of  this ^twTniwil  are  !*>oketi  iriitth  by  b'a'ri'te  as' 
first-class  security  for  loans.  Steamship  service  between  New  Orleans 
and  the  sisal  ports  has  been  arranged,  and  it  is  planned  to  rush  sliip- 
ments  to  New  Orleans  as  rapidly  as  po^ble. 

This  Bt«p  on  the  part  of  tiie  Yucatan  sisal  growers  is  the  result  of 
efforts  which  they  have  been  making  for  several  years  to  <rf)taiB 
more  control  of  tm  marketing  of  their  product.  Some  years  ago  the 
planters  oi^nized  the  Kegulador  del  Mercado  de  Henequin,  an  asso- 
ciation designed  to  aipport  the  selling  price  of  sisal.  The  measores 
adopted  by  this  association,  while  bringing  some  increase  in  the 
market  price,  did  not  fully  satisfy  the  members,  with  the  result  that 
thepresent  selling  organization  was  decided  on. 

The  general  manager  of  the  association  is  Mr.  Julio  Bmd«a, 
formerly  general  manager  of  the  Yucatan  railways.  Associated  witii 
him  in  handling  the  negotiatitms  were  hk  broths,  Dr.  Victor  A. 
Rendon,  and  Mr.  Francisco  B.  Villavicencio,  Mexican  consul  in  New 
Orleans.  Gen.  Salvador  Alvarado,  Governor  of  Yucatan,  has  bem 
one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  enterprise. 


Hie  run  of  blueback  salm<m  in  waters  tributary  to  the  Alaska  sta- 
tions of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fialiwtes  has  been  dedininr 
for  the  past  four  years.  The  shortage  at  Afognak  is  attributed  pn- 
raarily  to  the  presence  of  large  de^sits  of  volcwic  asii  as  a  result 
of  the  eruption  of  Mount  Katmai  m  1912.  The  inotnsiiig  number 
of  traps  has  affected  Yes  Bay  and  Yes  I^ake. 
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UaHTHaUSE  EMPLOYEES  COHMEHDED  BT  SECRETABY. 

SecretaiT  of  Commerce  Redfield  commended  several  employees  of 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  during  October  for  acts 
performed  by  them  under  circumstances  in  which  lives  or  property 
were  in  danger.  Assistance  rendered  disabled  motor  boats,  fire  fight- 
iDg  on  a  towboat,  aid  given  to  a  blazing  gasoline  schooner,  and  res- 
cues from  drowing  brought  the  several  letter  of  recognition.  These 
events  occurred  at  points  far  apart,  which  were,  respectively,  in  Wis- 
consin, Massachusetts,  South  Carolina,  Illinois,  North  Carolina, 
Alaska,  and  New  Jersey.  The  persons  commended  and  the  special 
acte  recognized  were : 

Mr.  Walter  Ottosen,  keeper,  and  ^Ir.  Royal  G.  Petersen,  second  assistant 
keeper.  Pilot  Island  Light  Station,  Wis.,  for  assistance  rendered  on  September 
4,  1915,  to  a  disabled,  motor  boat  with  tbree  persons  aboard  off  Pilot  Island, 
Wis. 

Mr.  Jraeph  B.  McOi^,  keeper,  and  Mr.  Glno  C.  Mott,  assistant  keeper.  Deer 
Island  ught  Station,  Mass.,  for  assistance  rendered  on  September  22  to  the' 
power  boat  Madeline,  with  four  persons  aboard,  which  had  become  disabled  off 
Deer  Island  Light  Station. 

Capt.  John  P.  Johnson,  commanding  the  lighthouse  tender  Cypress,  and  the 
other  officers  of  the  loniler,  for  assistance  rendered  on  September  22  in  aiding 
to  extinguish  a  fire  on  the  towboat  Henry  Buck  In  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. 

Mr.  Severin  M.  Danlelsen,  keeper  of  Chicago  Harbor  Light  Station.  111., 
for  assistance  rendered  on  September  26.  1915,  to  five  men  who  had  difficulty 
in  reaching  the  shore  from  the  pier  at  the  light  station. 

Mr.  Isaac  C  Meeklns.  assistant  keeper  of  Croatan  Light  Station.  N.  C, 
for  the  rescne  from  drowning  of  Mr.  Peter  G.  Gallop,  keeper  of  the  light  station. 

Capt.  William  E.  Gr^ry,  commanding  the  lighthouse  tender  Kukui,  for 
assistance  tendered  by  the  Kvkut  on  September  29  to  the  gasoline  schooner  P.  J, 
Abler,  which  was  on  fire  at  Juneau,  Alaska. 

Mr.  Alex  Johnson,  keeper  of  Ship  John  Shoal  Light  Station.  N.  J.,  for  assist- 
ance pd^red  by  hlpi  ,to  n  launcli,  which,  was  d|scovei-ed  to  be  in  a  disabled  and 
leaky  couclttion  otf  Ship  John  Shoal  Light  Station,  N.  J. 


BTTHDEE'S  TBADE  WITH  imiTED  STATES. 

[Consul  IL  naldNiiaii  Dennlsoii.  Dundee,  Scotland,  Oct.  16.] 

The  value  of  the  trade  of  Dundee  with  the  United  States  and 
dependencies  for  the  quarter  ended  September  30,  1915,  was  (inclu- 
flive  of  returned  American  goods)  $1,960,426,  as  compared  with 
$2,743,118  in  the  corresponding  three  months  of  last  year.  There 
was  thus  a  considerable  decrease,  but  as  offsetting  this  it  ^ould  be 
borne  in  mind  that  in  the  1914  quarter  there  was  one  full  month  of 
the  prewar  period  and  that  during  August,  1914,  there  .was  a  tre- 
mendous rush  to  ship  goods  ordered  before  the  outbreak  of  hostilities. 

The  de<»^se  extends  throughout  the  list,  the  most  notable  being 
in  jute  bagging  for  cotton,  of  which  in  the  September  quarter  of 
1914  the  value  was  $297,837,  whereas  in  the  past  quarter  it  had  shrunk 
to  $74,112.  Another  big  drop  occurred  in  burlaps,  which  decreased 
from  $1,422,278  to  $1,002,610.  The  value  of  linen  goods  was  $359,738, 
as  compared  with  $423^100  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1914. 

Porto  Bico's  share  m  the  trade  for  the  quarter  just  ended  was 
$25,190  (bags,  $15,838;  other  jute  manufactures,  $9,352) ;  Hawaii's, 
$1,168  (wh^) ;  and  that  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  $2,402  (flax 
fabrics). 
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soincH  MWBJsa  as  a  juusf-fhoducxjio  gouhtry. 

[Consoi  EdwlD  N.  GnnMnltw,  Jobannesbarg.] 

It  is  confidently  thought  by  many  well-inf  onned  persons  in  Southi 
Africa  that  this  country  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  ^reat  beef- 
producing  countries  ot  the  wwid.  Under  normal  c<mditicms  there 
has  be^  every  reason  to  believe  that  South  Africa  would  in  time  as- 
sume considerable  prominence  as  a  supplier  of  certain  grades  of  beef 
for  the  European  markets,  but  the  conditions  brought  about  b^  the 
war  appear  to  be  hastening  the  day  when  this  expectatitm^  will  be 
realized  and  that,  as  a  result,  this  country  may  before  very  long  be- 
come a  keen  competitor  with  Australia  and  ^geatina  in.  suppfying 
the  world's  big  markets  with  this  commodity. 

Owing  to  the  eictraordinary  demand  for  beef,  it  is  stated  that  the 
rise  in  |>rices  has  already  enabled  South  African  meat  to  obtain  a 
footing  in  the  London  and  other  markets  [see  Commebce  Reports  for 
Aug.  20,  1915],  and  there  are  now  indications  that  there  will  be  a 
steady  increase  of  these  exports,  provided  South  African  producers 
pay  due  attention  to  market  i-equirements. 

Indiuti7  Wltl  Beqvtre  Time  for  Development 

There  has  of  late  been  considerable  newspaper  and  other  discus- 
sion on  the  subject  of  the  export  of  beef  from  South  Africa,  and 
(lovernnient  experts  have  not  been  slow  in  giving  expression  to  their 
views  in  regard  to  this  trade.  While  it  is  held  that  this  country  can 
not  expect  to  suddenly  jump  into  prominence  in  the  exportation  of 
beef,  it  is  felt  that  the  steady  growth  of  tlie  heef  industry  in  South 
Africa  is  assured,  conditional  on  the  pt-dfiei-  efforts  in'ade  to  biiild  up 
suitable  herds  of  cattle,  the  establishment  of  the  requisite  packing 
plants,  etc.   « r  -c  .•■■C^*  i 

It  is  admittedly  triie  that  the  class  of  animals  marketed  for  beef 
in  South  Africii  is  unsuitable  for  the  English  market  under  normal 
conditions,  although  considerable  improvement  in  cjuality  has  taken 
place  within  the  past  four  or  five  years.  Small  shipments  of  prime 
beef  from  South  Africa  are  now  possible,  but  any  extensive  supply 
from  this  lunrket  would  at  present  nec€ssarily  have  to  be  of  inferior 
grades,  of  which  there  is  a  large  available  surplus.  It  is  said  that 
Uio  quality  of  meat  this  country  can  exi)ort  is  brmging  in  the  Loi^on 
market  fully  twice  as  much  as  it  does  in  Johannesburg,  which  is  by 
far  the  biggest  cattle  and  general  produce  market  in  South  Africa. 

BaUw«7  and  ShipplDsr  Fadlitles  Z«oklng. 

In  a  thoughtful  article  on  the  beef-export  question  a  local  writer 
states: 

Meat  exi»ort  ran  not  bo  BuiwKsftil  If  the  factlltlcs  for  slanghtertng,  refrlger- 
attiig,  nad  tnutsixrrt  by  rnll  dnd  flen  are  tnitcleqaate.  However  large  tUe  de- 
mand, no  matter  bow  attractive  tbe  market  prlcee.  autt  however  aUe  Soath 
African  farmers  may  be  to  suMtlj  tbe  dMnand,  tbe  Industry  could  not  be  started 
on  a  large  scale  at  once. 

Tbe  Sontb  Afrkfan  Unllway  Aoca  not  possess  a  siifflclcnt  number  of  refrijf- 
crntor  tracks.  These  will,  of  eonrse.  be  put  on  tbe  rails  as  soon  ns  tbe  Bail- 
way  Department  Is  assured  of  nn  adcqnate  trade.  Shipping  presents  a  bigger 
difficulty,  as  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  space  even  at  tbe  high  rates  pre- 
vailing. As  nn  op)>oi'tunity  for  tbe  establishment  of  what  must  become  one 
of  South  Africa's  greatest  Industries  Is  so  favorable,  doubtless  tbe  Government 
will  take  steps  to  seen  re  the  prorliHon  of  necessary  fncilltles. 

The  Industry  Is  one  that  will  benefit  tbe  country  as  a  whole,  and  not  one 
inrtlcnlar  section. 
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ATrSTBAUAK  TRADE  FAIR. 

[Consul  Genoral  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydoe;,  Sept.  22.] 

A  trade  fair  to  promote  the  sale  of  British  goods  and  those  of  the 
allies  was  held  in  Sydney  during  the  pnst  18  days  nnder  the  auspices 
of  the  Sydney  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

One  week  during  the  fair  was  observed  as  "Australia  week,*'  at 
which  time  merchants  were  urged  to  mnke  window  displays  wholly 
of  Australian  goods.  The  fair  was  largely  in  the  interest  of  Aus- 
tralian manufacturers,  although  there  were  creditable  exhibits  of 
goods  manufactured  in  the  United  Kingdom.  There  was  a  booth 
devoted  to  the  products  of  France,  such  as  toilet  articles;  a  Belgian 
booth,  where  guns  and  firearms  were  exhibited;  a  Japanese  bwth, 
where  glassware  and  surgical  instruments  and  various  other  lines 
were  displayed;  and  an  Italian  booth,  where  Italian  wines  were 
shown ;  but  these  exhibits  were  of  minor  importance  compared  with 
those  of -Australia. 

There  is  a  great  tendency  toward  making  Australia  more  of  a 
manufacturing  country  and  less  dependent  on  foreign  markets  for 
manufactured  goods.  There  is  a  feeling  that  the  national  resources 
of  the  Commonwealth  should  be  developed  to  a  greater  extent.  The 
two  serious  handica{»  toward  candying  out  such  projects  are  the 
distance  from  European  markets  and  the  high  scale  of  wages  in  effect 
here.  During  "Australia  week"  one  saw  such  signs  as  "We  grow 
rich  by  utilizing  our  own  resources ;  *'  "  Support  Australian  interests 
and  thev  will  support  you ; "  "  More  factories,  more  workj  more 
weaitK;''  "By  supplying  our  own  wants  we  build  up  our  nation." 

HOIB-SFACE  FOB  AMERICAN  COTTOH. 

[Extract  from  the  Japan  Chronicle  for  Sept.  17,  transmitted  by  Consul  George  N.  West, 

Kobe,  Japan.] 

At  the  final  conference  on  Saturday  between  representatives  of  the 
Nippon  Yuseh  Kaisha,  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,  and  Toyo  Kisen 
Kaisha  on  the  one  side  and  leading  cotton  merchants  on  the  other, 
the  much-discussed  question  of  providing  adequate  tonnage  for  the 
importation  of  American  cotton  was  settled  for  the  time  oeing,  the 
Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  and  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  agreeing  to  place  some 
extra  steamers  at  the  disposal  of  cotton  merchants  who  approved 
the  freight  of  75  cents  per  100  kin  (100  kin=132.27  pounds)  offered 
by  the  two  steamship  companies.  As  to  the  Nippcm  Yusen  Kaisha,  it 
was  a^eed  between  the  parties  that  the  company,  being  at  the  pres- 
ent nnoment  unable  to  allot  any  extra  steamers  for  the  transportation 
of  American  cotton,  should  send  two  extra  steamers  in  January  and 
February  next  to  Galveston  for  50,000  bales  of  cotton  to  be  brought 
to  Japan  via  Panama,  the  freight  to  be  fixed  after  further  considera- 
tion bythe  Nippon  Yiisen. 

On  Wednesday  the  steamship  company  notified  cotton  traders  that 
it  was  not  prepared  to  undertake  the  transportation  of  American 
cotton  via  Panama  at  less  than  $1.25  per  100  pounds — a  figure  which 
the  merchants  had  previously  claimed  was  too  hi^h.  The  cotton 
traders  have,  therefore,  broken  off  negotiations  with  the  Nipi^ou 
Yusen  Kaisha  and  have  decided  to  take  other  steps  to  satisfy  their 
requirements. 
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TEAR'S  BECOBB  OF  ITAUAV  TOBACCO  UONOPOLT. 

[Connil  WllUsm  F.  Keller,  Bome,  Italy,  Sept.  14.] 

The  Italian  Government's  tobacco  monopoly  is  one  of  the  most 
remunerative  sources  of  revenue  for  the  Kingdom.  In  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1914,  the  latest  for  which  official  figui'es  are 
available,  the  total  income  from  this  source  was  $67,511,852,  an  in- 
crease over  the  banner  year  1912-13  of  $8,235,567.  It  exceeds  the 
estimated  income  from  tiiis  monopoly  by  $3,435,852.  The  customs 
revenue  on  foreign  manufactured  tobacco  imported  into  the  King- 
dom for  the  use  of  individuals  amounted  to  $26,441.  Adding  this  to 
the  revenue  derived  from  the  sale  of  tobacco,  the  total  revenue  from 
this  monopoly  amoimts  to  $67,538,294. 

New  regulations,  established  by  decree  of  January  4,  1914,  in- 
creased tiie  prices  of  all  tobacco,  with  the  exception  of  snuff,  by 
40  per  cent.  There  was  a  decrease  in  consumption  of  1,847,982 
pounds,  and  an  increase  in  revenue  of  $3,209,125.  This  increase  in 
revenue  is  due  partly  to  wider  use  of  the  better  grades. 

Beceipts  from  Tobacco  Industry  for  Tear. 

Tlie  i-eceipts  from  the  tobacco  industry  during  the  year  amounted 
to  $446,166,874,  of  which  the  customs  duties  on  private  importations 
amounted  to  $26,441;  sales  in  Italj;,  $444,438,056;  exportation,  $1,016,- 
881;  sales  to  colonies  and  occupied  territories,  $517,401;  and  sales 
on  shipboard,  $168,093. 

The  revenue  from  sales  in  Italy  was  made  up  of  the  items:  Cigars, 
cigarettes,  pipe  tobacco,  and  snuff,  $3Q8,777,57'2 ;  insecticid^es  and 
extracts,  $45,660,484.  Compared  with  the  figures  of  the  preceding 
year,  there  was  a  clear  increase  of  $3,033,135.  ,  , 

'  Among  the  regions  where  the  greatest  quantity  of  tobacco  is  con- 
sumed, Venice  holds  first  place,  with  an  annual  per  capita  consump- 
tion of  39.255  ounces.  The  district  of  minimum  consumption  is 
Ascoli  Piceno,  with  a  per  capita  consumption  of  8.50  ounces.  The 
average  consumption  per  capita  throughout  the  Kingdom  was  20.06 
ounces,  or  a  decrease  of  1.87  ounces  per  capita,  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  when  the  consumption  per  capita  was  21.93  ounces. 
The  per  capita  revenue  from  the  monopoly  throu^out  the  Kingdom 
was  $4.07  as  the  maximum,  and  76  cents  as  the  minimum,  the  former 
in  the  Province  of  L^hom,  the  latter  in  the  Province  of  Sondria 

Italian  cultivation  of  tolucco  has  decreased  in  late  years.  Dur- 
ing the  year  under  consideration  there  were  173,571,086  plants  in 
Italy,  a  decrease  of  917,274  plants  from  the  preceding  year.  The 
growers  are  subject  to  many  rules  and  regulations.  Permission  to 
cultivate  tobacco  must  be  obtained  from  the  Government,  and  the 
cultivation  is  under  the  control  of  the  excise  office.  The  tobacco  so 
grown  must  be  either  sold  to  the  Government  at  an  appraised  price 
or  exported  within  three  yeara. 

Of  the  23,456.7  long  tons  (long  ton=2,240  pounds)  of  forei^- 
grown  and  manufactured  tobacco  for  the  year  1913-14,  amountmg 
m  value  to  $8,219,886,  16,242.6  tons  were  from  the  United  States, 
6,171.8  from  the  Orient,  and  1,042.3  from  various  other  countries. 
Cause  of  laoruMd  Imports  from  United  States. 

Increased  importation  of  tobacco  from  the  United  States  is  due  to 
its  very  good  quality,  and  also  to  diminished  cultivation  of  tobacco  in 
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the  Near  East,  where  Italj  previously  purchased  large  quantities. 
The  bulk  of  the  importation  from  the  United  States  into  this  King- 
dom is  composed  of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Maryland  varieties. 
The  purchase  price  of  tolracco  from  the  Orient  was  ^94.81  per  long 
ton,  as  compared  with  $533.68  for  the  preceding?  vear. 

The  purchases  of  tobacco  in  the  United  States  for  the  Italian  Gov- 
ernment are  made  directly  by  the  Government  agents  stationed  in 
New  York. 

The  operation  and  maintenance  of  the  many  departments  con- 
nected with  this  monopoly  for  the  year  1913-14  cost  $17,578,927,  com- 
l^red  witli  $17,919,678  for  1912-13.  an  increase  of  $340,751.  Salaries 
of  employees  were  increased  by  $238,408,  and  new  machinery  for  the 
factories  cost  $91,619.  Deducting  operating  expenses,  purchase  of 
foreign  tobaccos,  and  overhead  expenses  from  the  gross  sales  of 
$446,160,874,  the  monopoly  gave  a  net  revenue  of  $51,796,712  to  the 
Gkrvemment  for  191^14.  In  the  expenses  are  included  the  mo- 
nopoly's oontributifHis  for  the  maintenance  of  the  revenue  service, 
frmtier  service,  etc. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  under  review  the  vaUie  of  the  stock  on 
hiuid  was:  Unmanufactured  tobacco,  $17,766,313;  manufactured  to- 
bacco, ^2,293,574;  total,  $20,058,886. 

KAKKET  FOS  PHOTOOBAPHIC  SUPPLIES  UT  POBTtTGAL. 

[CoDBUl  General  W.  L.  Lowrlc,  Usboii.  Sept.  27.] 

■  PSmrttfgir?' has 'been  buying  its  supply  of  photographic  apparatus 
and  paper  from  England,  France,  and  Germany.  According  to  the 
latest  statistics  the  annual  importations  are:  Plates — from  Knglnnd, 
$19,Die;  France,  $9,394;  GerrWahy,  $6,613;  total,  $35,917.  Papeiv- 
from  England,  $14,919;  France,  $5,720;  Germany,  $3,966;  total, 
$34,605.  Camera."?— from  Germany,  $17,182;  France,  $5,954;  Eng- 
land, $3,054;  total,  $26,190. 

The  type  of  camera  most  commonly  in  use  is  a  folding  camera 
made  in  Germany.  The  popular  size  is  9  by  12  centimeters  (approxi- 
mately 3i  by  4}  inches),  which  sells  for*$20  to  $30.  Tlie  English 
p«per  and  plates  known  as  "Imperial"  are  held  in  high  esteem. 
AjDOcrican  kodaks  and  films  are  on  sale  at  tlie  photographic  supply 
hcmses  throughout  Portugal.  The  usual  terms  are  90  clays,  with  3 
per  cent  discount  for  cash. 

At  the  present  moment  dealers  and  photographers  are  not  buying 
large  stocks  and  are  holding  off  for  improved  conditions.  It  is  ad- 
visable, however,  for  American  manufacturers  to  get  in  touch  with 
the  market,  which  may  be  a  more  attractive  one  later  on. 

[A  list  oC  the  leading  dealm  In  photographic  supplies  at  LI^mhi  ami  <)i>orto 
may  be  had  upon  ai^icatlon  to  the  Bureau  of  Forel^ni  awl  Domestic  (>>iiinieroe 
or  Ita  bnmcli  offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  67010.] 


The  large  runs  of  chinook  salmon  that  have  ajipeared  in  the  Co- 
lombia River  during  the  past  three  years  were  again  in  evidence  this 
season.  It  is  believed  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fishei  ies  that 
manj  of  the  eggs  secured  by  the  Little  White  and  Big  White  salmon 
stations  yriSl  be  available  for  transfer  to  other  stations  for  develop- 
ment. 
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BTTSSIUr  COTTON  KABSET  AUB  ACBEAGE. 

rConaia  Qeneral  Jobn  H.  Snodgmss,  Uohcow.  8«pt  18;  from  Tntdc  and  iDdiutiT  OaiettB 

for  Aug.  22.1 

On  the  Moscow  cotton  market  prices  have  recently  fallen  considera- 
bly. First-quality  Ferghana  cotton  is  to  be  had  at  28  or  28.50  rubles 
per  pood  ($199.65  to  $203.21  per  bale  of  500  pounds),  while  not  long 
ago  prices  were  30  or  31  rubles  per  pood  ($213.90  to  $221.03  per 
bale).  It  is  true  that  these  prices  are  almost  nominal,  as  there  has 
remained  hardly  any  first-quality  Ferghana  cotton  on  the  market. 
No  doubt  a  considerable  role  is  being  played  here  by  the  xmdecided 
question  of  making  a  norm  of  prices  and  the  uncertainty  about  the 
level  on  which  these  prices  will  be  settled. 

The  factories  do  not  dare  to  pay  high  prices  on  the  eve  of  their 
bein^  put  down  to  a  norm.  Of  not  less  importance,  however,  is  the 
considerable  augmentation  of  stock  in  hana  in  Moscow.  In  we  last 
few  days  railway  cars  with  cotton  have  been  arriving  at  Moscow 
much  more  frequently  than  before.  Cotton  merchants,  emphasizing^ 
this  fact,  state  that  prices  are  falling  automatically  in  consequence 
of  these  arrivals  on  the  market. 

The  factories,  on  the  other  hand,  endeavor  to  buy  in  good  time- as 
much  American  cotton  as  possible.  With  this  aim  they  have  put  a 
petition  before  the  Minister  of  Finance,  requesting  him  urgently  to 
place  foreign  currency  at  their  disposal.  A  favorable  decision  has 
been  reached  on  this  petition. 

Another  factor,  contributing  to  the  falling  of  prices,  has  been 
cotton  from  Khiva,  which  has  just  begun  to  come  to  Moscow.  ..Xbe* 
quality  of  its  fiber  is  as  good  as  that  of  the  highest  sorts  of  Ferghana 
cotton.  There  were  years  when  Khiva  cotton  was  priced  at  about  50 
kopecks  per  pood  ($0.3C  per  bale)  higher  than  Fergana,  first 
quality,  but  lately  its  quality  has  somewhat  fallen  off. 

At  present  less  business  is  being  transacted  on  the  Moscow  market. 
There  have  been  some  transactions,  chiefly  in  second  and  third  quali- 
ties,  of  which  there  is  still  a  sufficient  quantity.  There  have  also  been 
transactions  in  cotton  of  the  new  crop,  but  without  prices,  as  the 
extreme  prices  that  will  be  fixed  by  the  Moscow  committee  are  hot 
yet  known.  In  general,  one  observes  that  there  are  buyers  of  new 
crop  and  sellers  of  the  old  one.  There  is  still  a  great  demand  a^ 
need  for  Egyptian  cotton. 

condition  of  Cottoa  Plantations  In  Transcanoasia. 

According  to  information  published  by  the  statistical  bureau  of  the 
Imperial  Caucasian  Society  of  Agriculture  the  sowing  period 
has  not  been  favorable  this  year  in  Transcaucasia.  With  a  few  excep- 
tions there  was  heavr  rainfall  over  the  whole  country  during  April 
and  May.  The  weather  was  cold,  the  temperature  sometimes  falDng 
below  the  freeing  point.  Especiall)^  on  the  Mugan  newly  cultivated 
lands  have  been  spoiled  by  the  flooding  of  enormous  areas.  The  sow- 
ing period  extended  over  nearly  three  months:  April,  MaVjand  June. 
In  several  districts  of  the  Erivan,  Elisavetpol,  Baku,  and  Tiflis  Gov- 
ernments the  sowing  took  place  very  late,  and  hardly  anywhere  was  it 
done  early. 

Bad  weather  prevailed  during  nearly  the  whole  spring.  Cold  in 
April  destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  early  cotton  sowings  in  many 
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districts.  Nearly  all  the  sowings  made  in  the  first  half  of  April  suf- 
fered from  cold  and  frosts.  Cijurious  iiwects  were  observed  in  all 
cotton-growing  districts. 

In  the  sec(md  half  of  June  the  condition  of  the  plantati(Hii3  in  the 
di£er^t  Governments  was  as  follows: 


OcwtiiiniMBtt, 

Oood. 

ICIddUng. 

Bad. 

Gonnmeats. 

Good. 

HiddUng. 

Bad. 

PereenL 
27 
3S.G 
3L4 

Ptretni. 
M 
54 
6L4 

Per  em. 
19 

9.5 
17.2 

Tfflls  

PaceM. 
0 

7.7 

Ptrem. 
33.3 
4S.3 

66.7 

4S.I 

Kutmis  

Baku  

Oottm  Area  Sown  la  181S. 

The  area  of  cotton  sowings  in  Transcaucasia  was  reduced  this  yejir 
by  10-16  to  50-SO  per  cent.  The  largest  reductions  took  place  in  the 
districts  of  Surmalinsk,  Etchmiadzin,  Erivan,  Aresh,  Elisavetpol, 
Kszak,  Bortchalinsk,  and  Tiflis.  The  fewest  reductions' have  been  in 
the  districts  of  Naidiitchevan,  Sharuro-Daralaghez,  Zanzegursk,  and 
Geogtchaisk.  In  the  Shusha  district  the  sown  area  was  somewhat 
estended,  because  the  cultivation  of  cotton  suffered  less  there  last 
jeax  than  in  other  places,  and  becanse  the  Moscow  Commercial 
and  Industrial  Society  supplied  seed  to  the  inhabitants  and  iisnally 
bought  up  the  local  cotton. 

l^e  following  approximate  figures  are  given  for  the  area  sown  in 
Transcaucasia  in  1915,  compared  with  the  average  for  the  last  four 
yeacs:  ■-'7  •-■xif.  0.  >        •  \ 


Avenge. 

 OoT«nunents. 

Average. 

1911-1914 

19U 

1011-1914 

1915 

Acra. 
1M,547 
137,516 
74,930 
14, 1» 

Acra. 
81,000 
•7,000 

as,  000 

4,300 

Aertt. 

i,m 

337,80 

TIBh.  

'tender  normal  conditions  the  crop  from  an  area  of  259,000  to 
^'im  acres  can  be  about  108,000  bales  of  cotton  fiber. 


lASKAiriA  0&£  COMFAKY  COimtACTS  FOS  ELECTEICITY. 

[C«nsul  W.  A.  Blckws,  Hobort,  Aug.  81.] 

The  directors  of  the  Complex  Ores  Co.  (Ltd.)  have  contracted 
with  the  hydroelectric  department  of  the  State  of  Tasmania  for  the 
use  of  a  large  amount  or  electricity.  Tliis  company  was  organized 
several  years  ago  to  treat  zinciferous  ores  and  manufacture  carbides. 
As  the  process  requires  cheap  power,  the  concern  organized  tiie 
Hydroelectric  Power  Co.  here,  but  after  spending  a  large  amount  of 
money  on  the  construction  of  a  power  plant  it  was  found  that  suf- 
ficient capital  could  not  be  secured  to  complete  the  work.  The  un- 
fixiished  electric-power  plant  was  therefore  sold  to  the  State  of  Tas- 
mania and  is  now  being  completed  by  the  State. 
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KAnirFACTUltE  ARJ)  GONSUHPnON  07  TOBACCO  Df  EUTPT. 

[Consul  Artbor  Garrcls,  AlcxaodrU,  Sept.  7.] 

Tobacco  as  a  raw  material  and  in  a  manufactured  state  finds  a 
place  in  Egj'ptian  commerce  and  industi^  almo^  exclusively  in  the 
production  and  marketing  of  the  Egyptian  cigarette.  The  making 
of  cigarettes  in  Egypt^  which  is  primarily  an  agricultural  countiy, 
is  the  only  manuf  acturmg  industry  of  importance.  Although  Egypt 
is  titted  both  in  climate  and  soil  for  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  its 
entire  supply  of  leaf  tobacco  comes  from  abroad.  The  growing  of 
tobacco  in  Egypt  is  prohibited. 

All  manufactured  tobacco  from  the  United  States  and  other 
countries  having  no  special  agreement  with  Egypt  affecting  tobacco, 
pays  a  duty  in  Egypt  of  420  milliemes  per  kilo  ($0.95  per  pound). 
Manufactured  tobacco  from  countries  having  such  special  agree- 
ments is  subject  to  a  duty  of  only  400  milliemes  per  kilo  ($0,905  per 
pound}. 

Leaf  tobacco  from  the  United  States  and  other  countries  of  the 
first  category  pays  an  import  duty  of  320  milliemes  per  kilo  ($0,724 
per  pound),  while  imports  from  countries  having  special  agreements 
are  dutiable  at  300  milliemes  per  kilo  ($0.68  per  pound).  Stemmed 
leaf  is  placed  in  the  sam&  categoi'y  as  manufactured  tobacco.  Leaf 
tobacco  reexported  in  the  shape  of  cigarettes  is  entitled  to  a  draw- 
back of  100  milliemes  per  kilo  ($0,225  per  pound). 
Importi  and  Exports — ^Hannfactnre  Limited  to  Cigarettes. 

Imports  of  leaf  tobacco  into  E^jypt  during  1913  (figures  fpr  .lp;!^ 
on  account  of  the  abnormal  conditions  impost  by  the  war,  should  not 
be  used  as  a  criterion  for  deductions)  from  various  countries  of 
origin  were  as  follows:   ,,  ,  <.  ..  i, 


Imported  from— 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Imported  from— 

Poonds. 

Vilaai 

227,210 
331,ns 
146,082 

3,128 

19,  IW 

f4S,387 

a,m 

16,592 
SOS 

2,625 
1,801,520 

S45 
n,887 
4,nB,«7 

-t» 
S;I80 

1,967,343 

United  Slates  

French  Hedltemncan 

possesstons  

Qreece  

Tola]  

18,930,040 

&,  004,048 

Tobacco  is  smoked  almost  exclusively  in  the  form  of  cigarettes  and 
cigars.  The  manufacture  of  tobacco  in  Egypt  is  limited  to  cigarette 
Its  extent  may  be  judged  by  the  imports  of  leaf  tobacco.   An  ap- 

Eroximation  of  the  extent  of  the  annual  consumption  may  be  obtained 
^  making  the  necessary  deductions  from  imports  of  leaf,  exports  of 
cigarettes,  and  imports  of  cigars  and  tobacco  in  other  forms,  as  set 
forth  in  the  following  resum6  for  the  year  1913 : 


Kinds  ol  tobacco. 

Pounds. 

Valoe. 

mroRTS. 

18,000,040 
155,303 
13^803 

1,008,487 

«OM,oe 
9i,an 
o^ooo 

1,»»,H0 

BZPOEn. 
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The  limited  field  in  Egypt  for  the  sale  of  manufactured  tobacco 
other  than  cigarettes  woiud  hardlv  wan-ant  its  manufacture  there  on 
aaj  Lurgw  scale.-  The  native  fflnokes  cigarettes  and  tombac.  Ton^c 
is  a  mixture  of  tobacco  and  other  ingredients  and  'is  smoked  in  the 
vater  pipe.  The  local  Greete  and  Italians,  of  whom  there  are  large 
colonies,  smoke  cigarettes  and  the  cheaper  grades  of  cigars.  Tiie 
higher  grades  of  cigars  and  pipetolMCco  are  smoked  by  the  better  class 
of  Europeans. 


AlCEBICAN  TRAFFIC  WITH  OBEEVLAVD. 

American  commercial  interest  in  Greenland  rests  wholly  in  ol^in- 
ing  supplies  of  cryolite  from  tliere.  Tlie  quarries  at  Ivigtut,  at  the 
soutiiem  extremity  of  the  laud,  furnish  iwarly  all  the  cryolite  used 
in  ^%  world.  Mining  operations  there  were  described  in  Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  April  llj  1914.  The  United  States 
is  now  importing  greater  quantities  of  this  cr^'oUte,  its  use  being  in 
manufacturing  opaque  glaze  for  enameling  u-onware  (the  imports 
of  which  from  Europe  arc  now  cut  off),  and  in  fluxes  for  electrolytic 
aluminum  and  white  Portland  o^nent  Imports  were  <Hily  3G  tons 
in  1910  (whw  the  price  averaged  $05  per  ton),  but  went  up  to  2,007 
tons  (average  $23.46  in  1911).  Im][>orts  advanced  steadily  to  2,157 
toDB  (average  ^12  per  ton)  in  the  fecal  year  1914,  and  to  *4,5G9  tons 
(average  $20)  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jime  30, 1915. 

Cryolite  seems  to  be  the  oulj'  article  shipped  from  Gi-eenland  to  the 
United  States.  Greenland  sent  to  Denmark  in  1913,  $486,000  wortli 
of  whale  and  seal  oil;  fox,  seal,  and  other  skins,  eiderdown,  and 
^'olite.  The  statistics  of  the  United  States  do  nol  ^low  tlie  ship- 
ment of  any  American  goods  to  Greenland,  but  the  14,000  inhabitants 
of  th^  comitry  boiiglit  $212,700  woi-tli  of  merchandise  in  Denmark 
in  1913.  The  trade  of  Greenland  is  a  State  monopoly,  directed  by 
the  Eoyal-Daoii^  Greenland  Company  of  Copenhagen. 

The  villages  of  Greenland  are  Upemivik  (said  to  be  the  world's 
most  northern  settlement),  Godhavn  (generally  i-ecognized  as  the 
capital),  Egedesminde,  Sukkertoppen,  Christiandiaab,  Jakobshavn, 
Umanak,  Godthaab,  Frederikshaab,  Julianshaab,  and  Ivigtut. 

£^;ardi&^  the  scientific  interest  in  Greenland  the  following  from 
the  last  edition  of  the  International  Yearbook  summarizes  tbe  present 
e^fa>rati<M)S  and  researches: 

A|Mut  from  BUcUlUan's  scteatlfic  work  in  the  Oape  York  regloo,  RaamiiSBeiL 
has  cMtttaHied  his  eChnographicsl  and  other  resea  relies  in  that  district  He 
also  made  arrangements  for  his  North-polar  expedition  of  1915,  when  Cape 
Tork  will  be  made  the  home  station.  Under  tlie  direction  nnd  Inspiratloa  of 
the  efficient  Greenland  Commission,  Denmaric  hns  continued  its  exploration  of 
faona,  flora,  ethnology,  and  geology  of  Greenland.  A  knowledge  nnd  apprecia- 
tion of  the  vniue  of  sucli  extended  researches  has  been  limited  among  other 
nattotts,  owing  to  the  text  of  the  volumes  of  the  "  Ueddelelser  "  (the  oCBcial 
pnMleatlOB)  being  in  Danish.  In  1914,  however,  under  tlie  editorship  of  W. 
DuUbitger,  there  were  compiled  and  coirelated  all  avalinble  ethnographical 
data  relative  to  the  Ammassalik  Eskimo,  natives  of  the  east  coast  This 
▼rtnme  appears  In  Bngllsh,  and  is  publtebed  in  Copenhagen  at  the  exp«tse  ot 
the  Oari^erg  Wm±  It  treats  of  tbe  envlroDinait  dlmate,  material  and  inUA- 
iBctatf  cnltwe,  social  betleCs,  charaetsr,  traits,  hunting  weapons,  dress 
aad  ornament,  toys,  music,  housekeei^g,  and  social  customs  of  the  Ammassa* 
Hks.  These  natives  practlcnUy  pertain  to  the  stone  age  pwlod,  which  makes 
ttris  D»molr  valuable  to  ethntrioglsts. 
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FOlUdON  TRADE  OF  ITAIT  FOK  mST  QUABTER. 

[Consul  Wlltlam  F.  Kelley,  Borne,  Sept.  24.] 

The  following  statistics  for  the  first  three  months  of  1915  have  been 
compiled  from  official  figures  just  made  public  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance.  They  show  the  position  of  Italy  in  the  world's  markets  on 
the  eve  of  its  entry  into  the  European  conflict,  in  May,  1915. 

During  the  period  under  consideration  the  total  value  of  merchan- 
dise imported  into  Italy  was  $125,236,342;  exports  for  the  same 
period  were  $120,604,158,  excluding  the  import  and  export  of  pre- 
cious metals.  The  total  foreign  trade  amounted  to  $245,840,500,  as 
against  $287,031,033  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1914,  a  decrease 
of  $41,190,533.  Imports  decreased  approximately  $37,963,000  and 
exports  $3,228,000. 

The  bulk  of  Italy's  foreign  trade  for  the  period  under  considera- 
tion was  with  Austria-Hungary,  Grermany,  Great  Britain,  France, 
Switzerland,  the  United  States,  and  Argentina,  and  during  th^ 
period  80  per  cent  of  its  foreign  trade  was  carried  on  with  them,  as 
shown  by  the  following  comparative  table.  The  remaining  20  per 
cent,  not  being  pertinent  to  the  present  analysis,  is  omitted. 


CoODtiies. 

Xmptrta  from. 

Sxportato. 

Flist  tbrea 
maitli3,lU4. 

nnt  three 
months,  UU. 

Vint  three 
moott>s,m4. 

First  three 
months,  unc 

$23,910,000 
27D,.000 
11,483,000 
27,102,000 
18,8g&,O00 
,29,142,000 

-  3,6S1,000 

S46,240,000 

■•  7,797,000 
3,95S,0D0 
18,778,000 
6,906,000 
.  ,15,034,000 
2,702,000 

$12,285,000 
I  -  ?,  742,000 
11,387,000 
14,630,000 
12, 102,000 
81,033,000 
>  1^796,000 

»i3,no,on 

lfl,OBS,0«> 
»,tOI.O<l 

23,140,000 

100,443,000 

100,412,000 

103,034,000 

90,654,000 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  imports  from  the  United 
States  nearhr  doubled.  This  is  due  principally  to  the  increased  im- 
portation of  wheat,  that  item  alone  representing  84J  per  cent  of  the 
excess  of  $22,330,000  from  the  United  States,  and  40^  per  cent  of 
the  total  imports  from  that  country. 

The  enormous  increase  in  imports  from  Argentina  is  also  due  to 
la^e  purchases  of  wheat  and  cereals. 

The  falling  oflf  in  imports  from  Austria-Hungary  during  the  period 
under  considtration  is  due  to  smaller  importations  of  wood  pulp 
and  embargoes  on  other  articles  that  Italy  formerly  imported. 

SHEFFIEIiD'S  SALES  TO  TTSITED  STATES. 

[Consul  John  If.  SAvage,  Sbeffleld,  England,  Oct  4.] 

Sheffield's  sales  to  the  United  States  in  the  quarter  ended  September 
30  last  had  a  declared  value  of  $487,547.  In  the  corresponding  three 
months  of  1914  the  total  was  $628,911.  This  22  per  cent  decrease  was 
distributed  through  all  of  the  principal  items  entering  into  the 
trade,  the  cutlerv  invoiced  at  this  consulate  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States  amounting  to  $60,301,  as  against  $107,672  in  the  third 
quarter  of  1914;  electroplate  and  silverware,  $900,  against  $10,973; 
noin,  pearl,  etc.,  $11,809,  against  $20,903;  platinum,  nil,  against 
$25^66;  and  steel  and  manufactures  of,  $392,660,  against  $446^02. 
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F0SEI6V  TE&BE  OPFOBTUinnES. 

EWhm  addrasK*  an  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  tnm  tiie  BwcM  ud  Ha  teuwh 

«ffleea.) 

Bmrdioare,  No.  19061.— An  American  consular  ofHcer  in  Italy  reports  that  a  maa 
In  his  district  is  la  the  marlcet  for  nails,  wire  screens,  and  damping  bolts. 
Corre^KHideQce  should  be  in  Italian.  Frelsbt  rates  are  de^red  wlUi 
Quotatioiis. 

Yulcimtzed  fiber,  Na  190SZ.—The  Barean  has  t»een  Informed  br  an  Americaa 
'  consular  officer  In  Australia  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communl- 
. .  cate  with  American  manufacturers  or  wholesale  dealers  In  Tulcanlzed  fll>er, 
similar  to  sample  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bnrean  or  at  its  branch 
offices.  '  (R^er  to  flie  Na  6777&) 

Paper,  No.  19053.— A  commercial  orgnntzatlon  in  the  United  States  transmits 
the  name  of  a  firm  in  South  America  which  desires  to  be  pat  in  touch  wttik 
jfapet  manufacturers.  The  Arm  is  particularly  interested  In  paper  fw 
daily  papers  and  puhllcatloos. 

Timber  and  buildinff  materia!*.  No.  10054. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the 
'  Netherlands  reports  that  a  firm  in  that  country  desires  to  buy  timber  and 
building  materlala,  to  sell  In  Holland  and  colonies.   The  firm  would  pay 
,  cash  against  documents,  with  2  per  cmt  discount,  or  three  montlis'  time. 
'  References  are  glv^. 

Z-mv  epparatmes  and  accesitories.  No.  19055. — An  Am«if«n  cthikuIof  olBcer  in 
Si^in  writes  that  a  mnn  in  his  district  wishes  to  commnnieute  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturf^rs  of  X-ray  ai^ratnses  and  accessories.  Correspoodence 
sliottld  be  In  Si>anish. 

Fo^^t/oarding,  and  warehou»e».  No.  19056. — A  commercial  liank  In  southern  ICus* 
Ida  writes  the  Bureau  that  It  has  enlarged  Its  forwarding  department  and 
is  i)uw  in  a  position  to  take  care  of  all  paixels  for  tho  southern  part  of 
•Russia.'  Ttie  bnuk  also  states  that  It  bus  Ini^e  warehouses  in  wliich  cMildlw 
stored  such  goods  as  are!  purcluised  now  and  whR*h  It  is  imposslMe  to  have 
shipped  at  present 

C9itfi«~ni(^sm^  moicrtolt  No.  190&7>^Aq  AmeiKcan  consalar  oAker  In  an  iamilor 
pcusession  repoi*ts  Uiat  a  man  In  his  district  desires  samples  and  prices  of 
'  raw  m:iterial  suitable  for  the  mnnufactnre  of  candles.    He  Is  especially 
interested  in  wax  substitute  and  kindred  Imitations  used  In  candle  mnfeing. 
.  Sam^ilea  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  lunnch  offices;  Corre^nch 
«Dce  should  be  in  Portuguctie,  if  possible.    (Refer  to  file  No.  67772.) 

MWMnefii,  electric  Iamp«,  etc..  No.  19058. — A  commercial  M^nizatfon  In  the 
United  States  transmits  the  name  of  a  man  In  Spain  who  desires  to  estal>- 
Ush  connectl<s!is  wItJi  Amartoan  raannfoctarets  oi  sewIng-macblDe  sullies 
and  needles ;  knitting-machine  needles  and  aecessoriee,  electric  lamps ;  and 
machlitery.  Correspwidence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Le«t/inv  No.  19059. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Holland  reports  tlmt  a 
"Drm  In  his  distiict  wislies  to  buy  sole  and  soft  leather  for  shoes.  The  firm 
proposes  to  pay  cosh,  less  3  per  cent,  on  receipt  of  the  goods.  Beference  la 
given. 

namoffrmph  reeor4*^  No.  19060. — Tli£  Bureau  is  tnfonoed  ^  an  Aran^can 
consular  officer  in  South  America  that  a  firm  In  his  district  wialies  the 
agency  for  small  phonograph  records.  Catalogues  should  be  sent  Com* 
flpondenoe  Is  pr^^red  in  ^^nlsh  w  Italian,  but  English  may  be  used. 
TltR  firm  wlU  pay  cash. 

Sodium  sulphate,  or  salt  cake.  No.  19061.~An  American  eonsolar  officer  tn  Italy 
writes  tlrnt  a  firm  in  his  district  deirires  to  be  placed  in  commnnieatton  with 
AaieiMaB  dmnlcal  manoAictnrers  who  produce  sodium  sidi^te  or  salt 

fiteel  productt,  enameled  ware,  gla»»ware,  etc..  No.  19062. — The  Bureau  is  iOf 
formed  by  an  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands  that  a  firm  in 
Quit  ccnmCry  wishes  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  of  steA 
products;  tools;  axles;  bars;  plantation  tools;  small  ironware,  such  as 
hooks,  padlocks,  and  wire  nalts ;  axes ;  hatchets ;  flexible  wire ;  galvnolKed 
wM;  CMneM  wue;  and  ^aannrft  Beferences  are  given. 
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PBOPOSALS  FOB  aOVEBIIKNT  SirFFIIES  AND  CONSTBUCTIOir. 

[CotTMpOBdeDce  Bhonld  be  dlrwt  with  tbe  offices  named,  and  speciflcatloiis  can  tunallr 
be  obtained  at  the  points  whoro  tbf  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  vorii  la  to  be  per- 
fornied.  Id  cases  where  the  tiuip  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Ilnus  to  rabtnlt  tender*, 
the;  should  ask  to  be  plare<l  on  the  iDaiUng^  Ibita  of  sach  offices  to  receive  notices  caUlns 
tor  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  aature.] 

Heating  and  ventilniing  apparatus,  No.  2754. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  ofllco  of  the  Superintendent  of  Prison.^  Pepartment  of  Justice, 
Washlnpton,  D.  C,  uotil  November  27,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
at  tbe  United  States  Penitentiary.  Atlanta,  Ga.,  beating  and  ventllatiiig 
apparatus  for  the  west  main  cell  wing.  Copies  of  specifications  and  fartber 
iuforuiation  may  be  bad  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Dredging,  No.  2755. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  tbe  Llghtbouae  In- 
spector. Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  dredging  slip  at  Buffalo  Lighthouse  Depot, 
^ath  Pier,  Buffalo  Harlwr,  N.  Y.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  above-named  office. 

CoMtruction  work,  No.  2756. — Sealed  pr<qposals  will  be  received  at  tbe  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  Customhouse,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  until  November  6, 
1015.  for  constructing  about  90,000  cubic  yards  of  earthwork.  Further 
Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  aboTe-named  otBce. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2757. — Sealed  proposals  will  l>e  received  at  tbe 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  November  10,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  doclc  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone,  PaclQc  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel  window  frames  and 
doors,  galvanized  steel  or  iron,  spring  steel,  steel  drill  rods,  wire  cable, 
wire,  horsesiioes,  nails,  boat  siiikes,  nuts,  bolts,  turnbuckles,  Joining  shackles, 
misslni;  links,  cable  clips,  reamers,  twist  drills,  sheet  copper,  sheet  brass, 
bronze  bars,  yellow  metal,  bronze  wire,  clirtli,  zinc  )>late,  solder,  lend  plpe,- 
pipe  fittings,  ferrules,  foot  valves,  cocks,  kitchen  sinks,  shovels,  wheelbarrows, 
harness,  basil  leather,  rubber  tires,  manlla  rope,  oakum,  and  sandpaper. 
Circular  No.  985. 

Azimuth  itittntments.  No.  2758. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Array,  Washington,  D.  C^  uiitH 
November  11, 1915,  for  furaisblug  and>  deU-verlng  t.  o.  b.- contractor's -works. 
Warner  &  Swosey  azimuth  instruments,  model  of  1910.  Drawings  may'  -be 
examined  at  the  Washington  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2759. — Sealed  proposals  will  bo  received  at  tbe 
office  of  the  general  purchasing  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington. 
D.  C,  until  November  17,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Onnal  Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  cast-iron  keel  blocks,  cast- 
iron  bilge-block  slides,  garbage  Incinerator,  drill  press,  lathe,  steel  tubing, 
firing  plates,  nails,  rivets,  staples,  pipe  fittings,  water-closets,  slieet  lead, 
holystones,  currying  brushes,  plate  glass,  air-brake  hose.  leather,  and  lard 
oil.   Circular  No.  988. 

Landscape  gardening,  No.  2760. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Oflce 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasurj'  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  November  13,  1913,  for  planting  trees,  shrub-s  etc.,  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Federal  building  at  Steelton,  Pa.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be 
bad  on  application  to  the  custodian  of  the  building  or  at  the  Washington 
office. 

Iron  and  steel  scrap,  No.  2761.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington.  D.  C, 
until  November  22.  1915,  for  tbe  purchase  of  miscellaneous  iron  and  steel 
scrap  which  Is  no  long«>  needed.   Circular  No.  986. 

Construction  vmrk.  No.  2762. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Naval 
Station,  PenrI  Harbor,  Hawaii,  and  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks, 
Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  4, 1915,  for  construct- 
ing one  reinforced  concrete  iwwer  house,  one  reinforced  concrete  operating 
building,  and  one  wooden  double  quarters  for  chief  operator  at  tlie  Naval" 
Station,  Penrl  Harbor.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  tlie  Bureau  of  Yards  ond  Docks,  Navy  Deportment,  Washli^iton, 
D.  C,  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  above-named  naval  station. 
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EXFOBTS  FBOU  lONSON  TO  tTSITEB  STATES. 

The  total  value  of  the  articles  invoiced  through  the  American  con- 
sulate general  at  London,  England,  for  the  United  States  during 
October  was  $11,645,565,  compared  with  $11,819,822  for  September. 
The  shipments  of  rubber  were  valued  at  $3,000,720,  against  $3,006,796 
for  September;  precious  stones,  $1,523,038,  against  $1,077,214;  wool, 
$884,648,  against  $563,503;  hides,  $725,009,  against  $68U,806;  and 
furs,  $676,756,  against  $452,729. 


CENTBAI  AMERICA— WEST  INDIES  TRADE  DIBEGTORT. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  just  issued  a 
"Trade  Directory  of  Central  America  and  the  West  Indies,"  pre- 
senting lists  of  merchants  and  importers,  arranged  by  countries  and 
cities  and  classes  of  business.  The  book,  which  contains  256  pages, 
has  been  prepared  to  meet  a  popular  demand  for  such  a  publication, 
and  the  Bureau  has  aimed  to  make  it  of  material  assistance  to  Ameri- 
can business  houses  in  developing  their  trade  with  those  countries. 
It  is  similar  in  scope  to  the  trade  directory  of  South  America,  which 
has  been  widely  circulated  by  the  Bureau.  An  interesting  feature 
of  the  book  is  the  use  of  descriptive  material  relating  to  each  of  the 
countries  represented  and  to  tne  principal  cities,  giving  port  sta- 
tistics, cliief  products,  imports  and  exports,  mail  and  telegraph  facili- 
ties, population,  area,  and  any  other  facts  that  may  be  of  interest 
to  persons  or  companies  aiming  to  extend  their  business  relations  into 
that  part  of  the  world. 

A  classification  schedule  affords  the  means  of  finding  witliout  delay 
lists  of  dealers  interested  in  any  particular  commodity  which  is  not 
of  snflScient  importnnce  to  be  classified  in  alphabetical  order  in  the 
trade  lists.  An  additional  convenience  is  the  making  of  siibclassifica- 
tions,  as  in  the  case  of  "  fresh  and  dried  fruits,"  under  which  im- 
porters and  exporters  are  given  separately,  and  "  furniture  and  fit- 
tings," a  class  whicii  is  divided  into    general "  and  "  office  "  furniture. 

Copies  of  tjie  directory  may  be  obtained  at  60  cents  eacli  from  tiie 
Superinten^nt  of  Documents,  (lovernment  Printing  Office.  Wash- 
ington, D.^.,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bui-eau  of  Foreign 
and  Dom^tic  Commerce. 

JW^is  Digilized  by  Q®  ogle 


482 


COMMERCE  ^TOBTS. 


AMEBICAV  TKADE  FOR  LAST  WEEK  OF  OCTOBER. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
OctoW  30,  1916,  at  the  13  principal  customs  dLstricte  of  the  Unitod 
States,  handling  91  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  and  exports,  based 
on  transactions  in  the  month  of  August,  1915,  follow: 


Imports. 


Datin 
ooUected. 


Kxports. 


Oeorete  (Savuinih) ... 
If  lusachmctts  (Boitoo) 

New  York  

Philadelphta  

Hiirybna  (Baltimore). 

VlntiDla  (Nortollc)  

NewOrlMDs  

QalToston  

8«D  FntiicL-Ko  

Wuhlnstoa  (Seattle)  .. 

Buffalo  

ChlcaBo  , 

Mlchlfran  (Defroit) .... 

Total  


118,173 
210,  HM 
irw,977 
391,791 
446,226 

91,7S« 
.966,609 

21,917 
,634,879 
,783,276 
,0CB,479 
784,  MX) 
735,498 


r«i 

2,tl77.434 

31,S41 
9.275 
15,93S 
1,0S1 
61.743 
19. Ill 
57.S47 
1^7.303 
27,  «2 


Si, 232, W 
7,nS,9M 
48,716.7U 

3,ee2,tt9 

^032,339 
6711, 788 
3,602,021 
4,S82,S79 

T9B,1S8 
1,739.354 

igs,9ao 

3,423,343 


32,334,043 


3,540,656 


74,670,952 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ended  October  30,  1915,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  follows: 


Dbtriots. 

Bales. 

DMriotB. 

BiOm. 

10.522 
183 

64,431 
21,563 

7,027 
11,604 

11,587 

137,537 

HAREEX  FOR  CORN  IN  SAN  LUIS  POTOSI. 

[CoDsu]  Wllbert  L.  BoDoer,  Baa  Lais  Potoei,  Mexico,  Oct.  25.1 

Com  is  now  selling  in  San  Luis  Fotosi  for  the  equivalent  of  $1.17 
per  bushel,  United  States  currency,  and  there  is  an  active  demand  at 
that  price,  and  even  at  a  higher  figure.  This  consulate  is  informed 
that  American  com  can  be  delivered  in  Laredo,  Tex.,  for  $0.75  per 
bushel,  in  car  lots.  If  shipping  facilities  and  guaranty  of  safe  ar- 
rival could  be  secured  there  is  a  market  in  San  Luis  Potosi  for 
several  trainloads.  Points  between  here  and  the  border  can  also 
be  supplied  at  a  profit. 

Money  for  the  purchase  of  com  seems  plentiful  here,  and  every 
incoming  car  is  immediately  disposed  of.  There  would  be  little 
difficulty  in  tumingthe  local  money  into  Ajnencan  exchange  for 
payment  for  com.  The  district  to  the  south  and  west,  whence  sup- 
plies have  been  secured,  has  been  drawn  upon  by  Mexico  City  re- 
cently and  the  prices  have  risen  above  the  American  markets  during 
the  last  month.  Import  duties,  upon  corn  were  removed  by  decree  of 
September  29, 1915. 


Canadian  imports  of  merchandise  totaled  $417,272503  during  the 
12  months  ended  September  30, 1916,  compared  with  $581,853,489  the 
year  previous. 
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CHINA  PLANS  INDVSTBIAL  FfiOGBESS. 

[LoodOD  and  China  Telegraph,  Oct.  16.] 

The  Chinese  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  decided  to 
include  an  additional  sum  of  $15,000,000  in  the  budjiet  estimates  for 
the  next  year  for  the  purpose  of  pushing  the  development  of  indus- 
trial and  commercial  undertakings.  This  sum  is  proposed  to  be  up- 
portioned  as  follows:  (1)  The  establishment  and  equipment  of  a 
model  industrial  factory,  $6,000,000;  (2)  the  establishment  of  vnri- 
ouS' kinds  of  working  depots  for  experimental  purposes,  $1,000,000; 
(3)  subsidies  and  rewards  for  the  encouragement  of  industrial  and 
c<»nmercial  enterprises,  mining  operations,  fishery,  and  cattle-breed- 
ing business,  $4,000,000;  (4)  initial  expenses  for  the  improvement  of 
agricultural  methods,  $3,000,000;  (5)  initial  expenses  for  the  im- 
provement of  products  for  export,  $500,000;  (G)  provision  of  funds 
for  the  training  of  experts  in  various  branches  of  the  industrial  busi- 
ness. [These  amounts  repi*esent  silver  currency,  or  about  one-half 
the  equivalent  of  United  States  gold.] 

A  Chinese  merchant  named  Chow  Wen-ching  has  petitioned  the 
Ministry  of  Agricidture  and  Commerce  for  permission  to  establish 
a  stigar  refinery  in  Peking,  to  be  conducted  on  foreign  lines.  It  is 
said  that  the  petition  has  been  granted,  and  that  the  work  of  building 
will  commence  immediately. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA  FISHEBIES  YIELD  FOB  AUaiTST. 

[Vice  Consul  O.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  Oct.  20.] 

The  value  of  the  fishing  catch  of  British  Columbia  for  August, 
1915,  amounted  to  $^3,(tl4  for  the  southern  district,  $l,2G9,5r)l  for 
the  northern  district,  and  $193,115  for  the  Vancouver  Island  district, 
making  a  total  of  $1,896,280,  as  compared  with  the  production  of 
$1,898,528  for  the  corresponding  month  of  the  previous  year,  a  de- 
crease of  $2,248.  The  British  Columbia  production  amounted  to 
more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  total  Canadian  production  for  that 
■period. 

The  salmon  taken  in  the  southern  difitnct  nmountcd  to  $;^00,827 
in  value:  in  the  northern  district  to  $1.13G,H)1:  in  the  Vancouver 
Island  difctrict  to  $173,46fi— a  total  of  $l.G7(i,484,  compared  with 
$1,792,042  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1914, 

PICKLING  ONIONS  FOB  ENGLAND. 

[Prom  report  or  Canadian  traiie  commLtKloiicr  at  Blnningham,  Englnnd,  Oct.  7.1 

Over  $6,000,000  worth  of  onions  are  imported  annually  by  the 
United  Kingdom,  among  which  are  large  qiumtitiey  of  small  oniuns 
used  by  picklers.  Consignments  have  arrived  from  Cniuula  in  jiast 
years,  and  sales  could  be  considera!>]y  iuignientcd  if  the  smaller 
onions  were  selected  for  this  market.  The  sizes  in  common  demand 
range  from  1  to  2  inches  is  diameter,  and  they  are  preferi-ed  unpeeled, 
in  bags  containing  100  pounds. 

The  British  imports  of  onions  during  the  year  1914-15  totaled 
$7,403,865,  of  which  Spain  supplied  $4,027,5^0  worth;  Kgypt, 
$1,049,160;  Netherlands,  $972,110;  France,  $105,000;  Portugal,  ^;J81,- 
995;  and  the  United  States,  $85,205. 

Digitized  by  Google 


484 


OOMICBBOB  BEPOItnS. 


ABGEHTIHA  TO  BUILD  ftXADT  ELEVATORS. 

[CoBSDl  Oi>n«iml  W.  Henlr  Robertsm,  Baeaos  Aim,  Sept  29,  nvplonentlns  repent  pob- 

llshed  Sept  287] 

The  President  of  Argentina  sent  a  message  to  Congress  on  Sep- 
tember 18  recommending  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Executive  to  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  system  of  grain  ele- 
vators at  such  ports  and  railway  terminals  as  may  he  considered 
advisable.  The  proposed  law  ccmtains,  briefly,  the  foliowing  pro- 
visions : 

The  number  of  elevntoi^  their  capacity,  and  their  location  wonid  be  deter- 
mined by  tbe  ExecuHve.  The  required  funds  wonld  be  fomtsbed  by  an  lasne 
of  Goremment  bonds  toe  00,000.000  paper  pesos  ($21,225,600  United  States 
gold)  at  5  per  cent  annual  Interest  and  amortization  at  1  per  cent  annually. 
The  Executive  would  be  authorised  to  call  for  bkls  for  the  construction  and 
■working  of  the  elevotors,  either  for  the  whole  system  or  for  certain  sections. 
All  materials  and  machinery  needed  from  abroad  would  be  imported  free  bf 
duty,  and  the  elevators,  with  the  land  on  which  they  were  built,  would  be 
exempt  from  all  national,  provincial,  and  municipal  taxes.  All  railway  com- 
panies must  agree  to  construct  branch  lines  connecting  their  roads  with  the 
elevators  and  furnish  proper  facilities  for  carrying  grain.  Concessions  would 
be  granted  to  the  exploiting  companies,  either  local  or  fmvlgn.  for  a  term  ot 
10  years,  renewable  for  a  like  period.  The  Executive  would  be  authorized  to 
make  direct  contracts  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  elevatora 
if  satisfactory  bids  should  not  be  offered  or  If  the  terms  should  t>e  noacc^t- 
able.  Any  diffleultles  that  might  arise  In  connection  with  ttie  work  would  be 
submitted  to  arbitration. 

[According  to  the  Oct.  1  issue  of  the  Review  of  the  River  Plate, 

the  regular  session  of  the  Argentine  Congress  closed  Sept.  30  without 
the  grain-elevator  bill  having  been  passed.  The  journal  states  that  it 
is  possible  an  extra  session  may  be  called,  when  the  bill  may  be  up 
for  consideration.! 

(Berlcw  of  tbe  Btver  Plate,  Oct  1.] 

Troposal  of  Vnlted  States  Capitalists. 

Immediately  following  the  recent  presentation  to  the  Argentine 
Congress  of  the  Government's  project  for  dealing  with  the  grain- 
elevator  problem,  an  important  proposal  was  made  to  that  body  b^ 
Dr.  Ricardo  C.  Aldao  on  behalf  of  a  group  of  United  States  capi- 
talists. [Mention  of  North  American  interest  in  the  erection  of 
grain  elevotors  in  Argentina  was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
Aug.  24,  1915.J 

The  gist  of  this  proposal  is  that  instead  of  the  Argentine  Govern- 
ment paying  for  the  construction  of  the  elevators  by  means  of  a 
5  i>er  cent  Iwnd  issue,  the  syndicate  represented  Dr.  Aldao  would 
erect  the  elevators  at  its  own  cost,  exploiting  them  therea^r  on  the 
basis  of  terms  approved  by  the  Government,  At  the  end  of  20  years 
the  entire  system  would  pass  to  the  absolute  ownership  of  the  Argen- 
tine Government  free  of  any  claim.  The  syndicate  asks  in  return 
that  the  Argentine  Government  should  give  its  guaranty  to  an  issue 
of  6,000,000  gold  pesos  [$5,788,800]  in  6  per  cent  debentures  which 
the  syndicate  would  place.  Should  the  proposal  be  accepted,  the 
indicate  is  prepared  to  place  25,000,000  gold  pesos  [$24420,0001  in 
Argentina  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  financing  the  warrants  whidi 
the  company  would  issue  in  terms  of  the  warrant  law. 
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location  of  Etevators. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  syndicate  involves  the  erection  of  three 
terminal  elevators  at  the  ports  of  Buenos  Aires,  Rosario,  and  Bahia 
Blanca,  respectively,  and  of  150  rural  elevators  distributed  at  strate- 
gic points  throughout  the  cereal  zones  of  the  Pampa  Territory  and 
Uie  Provinces  of  Buenos  Air^,  Cordoba,  Santa  Fe,  and  Entre  Eios. 

The  anntial  loss  to  the  country  through  the  lack  of  grain  elevators 
is  estimated  at  70,000,000  paper  pesos  [$29,715,800]  by  the  Govern- 
meht,  and  this  fact  sufficiently  empliasizes  the  urgency  of  the  grain- 
elevator  bill  now  before  Congress. 


TAKKIRO  UATEBIALS  OF,  UASAaASCAB. 

[CoDGul  Jameis  Q.  Carter,  Tatnatave,  Aag.  23.] 

The  only  tanning  material  produced  in  considerable  quantity  in 
Madagascar  is  red  mangrove  bark.  During  the  post  three  or  four 
years  production  has  been  declining,  due  to  the  scarcity  of  mangrove 
trees  and  the  consequent  closing  of  large  forests  to  exploitation  for  a 
nujdaber  of  years,  and,  more  recently,  to  transportation  difficulties. 
The  two  French  navigation  companies  now  serving  Madagascar 
olways  find  sufficient  freight  of  a  hijKher  class  than  bark,  and  conse- 
quently it  is  difficult  to  obtain  shipping  space  for  the  latter. 

The  quantity  of  bark  shipped  in  1914  was  only  11,400  metric  tons, 
valued  at  $132,087,  compared  with  21,938  tons,  valued  at  $283,050,  in 
1913.  The  maximum  quantity  shipped  was  in  1911,  when  53,357 
tons,  valued  at  $703,611,  were  exported.  Inasmuch  as  this  bark 
has  not  been  worked  normally  during  the  past  ^ear  or  two,  it  is 

Srobable  that  important  quantities  are  now  obtainable,  if  a  steady 
emand  arises  and  if  arrangements  can  be  made  for  shipping  the 
product.  The  only  possible  way  seems  to  he  to  send  ships  to  Mada- 
gascar in  order  to  take  on  large  cargoes  of  bark,  but  in  view  of  the 
sciircity  of  available  bottoms  and  flie  cheapness  of  the  cargo  this 
might  be  somewhat  difficult. 

tA  list  of  Madagosmr  exporters  of  mnnjcrove  bnrk  may  be  obtained  from  the 
IJuroau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Coininorce  or  its  branch  oflkes  by  referring  to 
(lie  No.  67481.  A  ilescripti<»n  of  the  hnrli  industry  of  the  Island  appeared  in 
Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Jan.  24,  1012.] 

AMERICAN  VACUUM  CIEANEKS  IN  CANADA. 

[CoDsul  Felix  S.  S.  Joliuaon,  Kingston,  Ontario.  Oct.  15-1 

A  noticeable  feature  of  the  furniture-store  window  displays  in 
Kingston  is  the  prominence  given  to  vacuum  cleaners  of  American, 
make.  TiVith  the  interruption  of  supplies  from  elsewhere  American 
*  manufacturers  have  succeeded  in  establishing  their  cleaners  on  a  firm 
footing  here.  There  are  to-day  a  dozen  or  more  business  houses 
selling  them,  besides  several  persons  acting  as  individual  agents. 

The  outlook  for  this  class  of  goods  is  encouraging.  The  demand  is 
mostly  for  a  moderate-priced,  hand-operated  machine  retailing  for 
$12  to  $15,  but  there  is  a  sale  for  more  expensive  ones  also.  This 
latter  fact  was  well  illustrated  by  the  recent  experience  of  the  man- 
ager of  a  large  hardware  store  who,  by  working  with  a  selected  list 
of  the  firm's  customers,  sold  20  cleaners  after  his  corps  of  13  clerks 
had  declared  the  price  ($135)  too  high  for  the  local  trade. 
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BIO  FALLina  OFF  IH  TBASE  OF  KOKBASA. 

(Conaol  Ferry  C.  Hays,  Mombasa,  Brldtb  East  Africa.  Sept  2.] 

Because  of  conditions  created  by  the  war,  foreign  commerce  passing 
through  tiie  port  of  Mombasa  has  been  greatly  diminished.  Importe 
decreased  from  $5,992,854  during  the  first  eux  months  of  1914  to 
$3,606,520  in  the  corresponding  period  of  the  present  year.  Exports 
fell  from  $3,490,921  to  $2,123,856. 

The  quantity  of  goods  imported  bears  a  close  relation  to  the  value 
of  the  products  exported.  As  the  principal  crop,  cotton,  has  not 
found  a  ready  market,  the  money  ordinarily  available  for  purchasing 
foreign  merdiandise  has  been  reduced  to  a  marked  degree.  The 
item  of  hides  and  skins,  which  ranks  comparatively  high  in  export 
values,  underwent  a  decline  from  $1,126,609  to  $447,993,  because  of 
the  r^ricted  foreign  market.  Embargoes  on  other  articles  have 
had  an  adverse  influence  on  the  export  and  import  trade. 

The  Indian  merchants  here  are  manifesting  greater  interest  in 
direct  trade  relations  with  American  exporters,  but  they  are  con- 
fronted with  difficulties  in  the  matter  of  terms  of  credit  and  in  the 
lack  of  ad^uate  shipping  facilities  between  the  United  States-  and 
the  East  Amcan  iittoraL  Until  these  haudicaiMS  can  be  overcome 
no  great  increase  in  the  trade  with  America  can  be  expected. 

60CASTS  SEHT  ABBOAD  CABELESSLT  PACKED. 

[Conml  Samnd  H.  Sbaok.  Palermo,  Italy,  Sept  8.] 

There  was  careless  packing  in  a  shipment  to  this  citv  from  Ohio  of 
six  gocarts  ordered  from  an  American  firm  in  December.  The  carts 
are  made  of  wood,  rattan,  and  steel,  and  each  one  was  packed  in  a 
pasteboard  box.  They  were  shipped  from  New  York  April  8,  by  a 
steamer  which  stopped  at  a  Spanish  port  and  finally  arrived  at 
Naples  July  7.  There  they  were  transsniped,  and  reached  Palermo 
August  4.  All  were  more  or  less  damaged,  out  one  was  so  broken 
that  repairs  were  impossible,  and  it  was  returned  to  the  company. 
This  was  a  small  shipment,  and  crating  would  have  requirad  little 
time  or  expenditure  of  money,  but  the  company  either  did  not  care 
how  its  goods  arrived  or  was  too  careless  to  consider  the  matter. 
Goods  that  were  to  travel  by  rail  and  ship  for  5,000  miles,  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  rail  to  boat,  and  from  one  ship  to  another,  and  then  from 
tlie  ship  to  the  customhouse,  were  packed  as  if  the  transportation  were 
from  a  store  to  a  residence  in  the  same  city.  Such  packing  not  only 
costs  the  shipper  money  for  repairs,  but  discourages  the  importer 
from  giving  future  orders. 

CONSVLAB  TBASE  CONFEBEITCES. 

Consul  George  S.  Messersmith,  of  Fort  Erie,  Canada,  reports  that 
he  will  be  in  the  United  States  on  leave  of  absence  from  Novembor  1, 
1915,  until  January  1, 1916.  During  November  his  address  wiU  be 
Lewes,  Del.,  and  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  December  he  will  be 
in  Washington,  D.  G. 

Canadian  produce  exported  during  the  12  months  ended  September 
80,  1915,  aggregated  $474,937,085,  against  $424,057,098  for  the  pre- 
ceding year. 
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AMEBXCAH  TBADE  WITH  ETJSSIA. 

[Ambassador  George  T.  Marye,  Petrograd,  July  8.] 

There  is  at  present  a  widespread  desire  in  Bussia  for  direct  trade 
relations  with  the  United  States,  the  opinion  strongly  prevailing  that 
there  should  be  an  elimination  of  all  unnecessary  handling  of  such 
trade  through  other  countries.  It  is  obvious  that  the  profit  on  com- 
mercial transactions  between  Russia  and  the  United  States,  both  im- 
port and  export,  until  the  war  broke  out,  accrued  chiefly  to  inter- 
mediary European  countries  through  which  the  goods  passed. 
While  it  is  undeniable  that  the  services  rendered  by  such  firms  may 
hfltve  been  in  many  ways  mutually  convenient  and  advantageous  to 
American  and  Russian  interests,  nevertheless  the  extra  freight 
<;harges  made  necessary  by  sending  the  goods  to  on  intermediary 
country  instead  of  direct  to  Russia,  and  also  the  middlemen's  com- 
missions or  profits,  created  such  a  burdensome  extra  cost  as  to  result 
in  a  serious  handicap  to  Russian-American  trade.  American  firms 
that  should  have  had  not  only  an  extremely  large  but  a  highly 
profitable  trade  with  Russia  have  allowed  the  profits  to  be  skimmed 
off  their  business  and  the  business  itself  to  be  retarded  in  its  develop- 
ment, simply  because  of  being  unwilling  to  do  any  business  in  Rus- 
sia on  a  cr&dit  basis. 

Comparative  Effectiveness  of  Indirect  and  Street  Trade. 

The  chief  articles  of  import  into  Russia  in  which  trade  has  been 
checked  and  profits  reduced,  for  both  Russian  and  American  firms, 
have  included  cotton,  cottonseed  oil,  machine  tools,  boots  and  shoes, 
wood-working  machinery,  agricultural  implements  and  machinery, 

automobiles,  typewriters  and  other  office  appliances,  and  carbon 
paper.  The  only  important  lines  in  which  American  firms  have 
yeriously  attempted  to  do  a  direct  business  in  Riissia  are  agricul- 
tural machinery  and  implements,  and  sewing  machines.  An  Amer- 
ican agricultural-implement  concern  maintains  a  large  factory  near 
Moscow  where  various  parts  can  be  manufactured,  and  has  ware- 
houses and  business  offices  in  every  important  agricultural  center 
of  Russia  and  Siberia.  This  company  has  furnished  a  splendid 
example  of  the  advantage  of  assuming  direct  charge  of  its  own  busi- 
ness interests  in  this  country.  An  American  sewing-machine  com- 
pany has  also  made  a  signal  success  of  direct  business  in  Russia,  soU- 
mg  many  thousands  of  machines  every  year,  mostly  on  credit,  with 
a  remarkably  low  percentage  of  loss. 

Export  Trade  Indirect — lack  ot  Elnanoial  Facilities. 

Tlie  principal  articles  of  export  (mostly  indirect)  from  Russia 
to  the  United  States  have  included  hides,  Russian  linens,  flax,  wax, 
linseed,  hemp,  soya  beans,  sunflower  seeds,  buckwheat,  and  rags. 
American  manufacturers  in  need  of  these  raw  materials  from  Russia 
have  been  obliged  to  pay  considerably  higher  prices  for  them  than 
they  would  have  paid  had  they  bought  tliern  direct  in  Russia.  Even 
in  eastern  Silieria  the  export  trade  with  the  United  States  seemed 
to  have  been  arranged  largely  through  intermediaries. 

These  conditions  were  largely  due  to  the  absence  of  direct  banking 
facilities  between  Russia  and  the  United  States.  Not  a  single 
Russian  bank  has  a  branch  in  the  United  States  nor  has  a  single 
American  bank  a  branch  in  Russia.  It  has  never  been  the  m^ctice  of 
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Kussian  banks  to  keep  import^t  balances  with  their  American  cor- 
respondents nor  American  banks  with  Russian  banks.  Such  mutual 
balances  as  were  maintained  were  only  to  meet  drafts  on  letters  of 
credit.  Any  large  transactions  involving  the  payment  of  consider- 
able sums  of  money  for  goods  purchasea  were  carried  on  through 
banks  of  other  nationalities.  Thus  there  was  practically  no  direct 
money  excliange  between  Russia  and  the  United  States. 

Moreover,  not  a  single  American  security  was  quoted  on  any  Rus- 
sian stock  exchange,  nor  were  any  Russian  securities,  even  those  of 
the  Russian  Government,  listed  or  traded  in  on  any  of  the  American 
stock  exchanges,  notwithstanding  that  there  might  have  been  a 
special  market  for  such  securities  among  the  large  Russian  popida- 
tion  in  the  United  States.  Even  the  American  dollar  had  to  be 
quot^  in  Russia  by  computation  as  to  its  value  in  marks,  francs,  or 
pounds  sterling. 

American  Ignorance  of  Knsiian  Credit  Ooadltioni. 

Another  serious  difficulty  has  been  that  American  manufactnrers 
have  had  no  facilities  for  accurate  study  or  knowledge  of  credit  con- 
ditions in  Russia,  and  the  Russian  business  world  has  been  lai^edy  a 
closed  book  to  them.  The  chief  American  commercial  agencies  Jiad 
no  branches  in  Russia,  and  inquiries  about  Russian  firms  have  had  to 
be  made  through  a  European  commercial  agency  tliat  maintained 
branches  in  Peti-o^ad,  Moscow,  Warsaw,  and  Odessa,  and  had  agents 
in  almost  every  city  in  the  Russian  Empire  with  10,000  or  more  in- 
habitants. 

Generally  speaking,  American  firms  have  been  able  to  obtain  infor- 
mation as  to  credits  only  at  great  expense  and  after  considei'able 
delay.  In  consequence  American  manufacturers  have  felt  obU|^ 
to  insist,  when  dealing  direct  with  Russian  buyers,  on  ca^  with 
orders,  as  they  have  not  liked  to  give  credit  to  concerns  about  which 
they  knew  little  or  nothing.  The  Russian  merchant,  on  the  other 
hand,  can  not  appreciate  the  motives  of  those  who  refuse  liim  credit, 
and,  as  a  rule,  will  not  agree  to  pay  cash  unle&s  it  is  impossible  to  get 
the  necessary  goods  in  any  other  way. 

Russia's  credit  system  is  based  principally  on  bills  of  exchange. 
Practically  90  per  cent  of  goods  bought  by  merchants  are  paid  for  in 
bills  of  exchan^  running  from  three  to  nine  months,  and  this  com- 
mercial paper  is  discounted  by  banks  at  5  to  8  per  cent  per  annum. 
It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  less  than  1  per  cent  of  bills  so  discounted 
go  to  protest,  and  one  informant  says  that  fi-om  personal  experience 
on  a  turnover  of  about  $4,000,000  in  four  years  his  losses  amounted 
to  only  $27,500,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  had  1,200  accounts  on  his 
books  and  sold  his  goods  throughout  European  and  Asiatic  Russia. 
Adnntacet  of  Xnitian-Amerloan  Bank — Other  Ways  to  Promote  Trade. 

The  most  important  factor  in  promoting  Russian- American  trade 
would  be  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  Russian- American  banking 
institutions  which  could  facilitate  money  transactions  and  in  many 
other  ways  encourage  trade  between  the  two  countries.  Such  a  bank 
could  maintain  a  commercial  department  and  promote  direct  pur- 
chases by  American  manufacturers  of  Russian  raw  materials.  It 
could,  for  instance,  inspect  the  goods,  pay  the  Russian  shippers 
against  documents,  and  draw  on  the  purchaser  in  the  United  States. 
It  could  also  give  information  concerning  credits  in  Rus^^jj^j^^r- 
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ican  manufactHrers  and  exporters  and  look  after  their  collections  in 
Russia.  Moreover,  it  could  perform  the  imppitant  function  of  assist- 
ing American  manufactiirers  to  maintain  stocks  of  goods  in  Russia 
by  making  advances  on  such  stocks  and  arranging  for  payment  of 
freight  and  duty  on  incoming  goods.  It  would  be  of  immense  as^st- 
ance  to  American-Russian  trade  if  the  larger  American  banks  could 
arrange  to  establish,  either  individually  or  collectively,  branches  or 
Agencies  in  Russia,  and  the  great  Russian  banks  could  likewise  do  the 
same  in  the  United  States. 

It  would  also  seem  advantageous  to  American  trade  interests  if 
diffei-ent  groups  or  associations  of  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  would  send  special  representatives  to  Russia  to  study  the 
particular  requirements  of  various  lines  of  trade  and  make  periodical 
reports  dealing  with  credit  conditions,  etc.  There  should  certainly 
be  some  arrangement  for  commercial  agencies  in  Russia  to  give 
unbiased  reports  concerning  credits  to  American  manufacturers. 
Another  important  help  for  trade  would  be  the  promotion  in  the 
United  States  of  the  study  of  the  Russian  language  to  facilitate  com- 
mercial transactions.  Russian  should  be  added  to  the  curriculums  of 
our  leading  universities. 

SCAECITT  OF  SHIF  HATERZAL  DT  JAFAIT. 

[Tnuulated  from  Osaka  HalnlcU  SUmban  for  Sept.  21  I>y  Tlee  Consnl  B.  H.  Dooman, 

Kobe.] 

In  the  past,  shipbuilding  material  has  been  supplied  by  Great 
Britain,  Belgium,  and  Germany.  As  the  last  two  countries  are 
unable  to  export,  we  looked  to  England  to  supply  the  whole  demand, 
but  British  manufacturers,  after  taking  orders  from  within  their 
own  country,  are  unable  to  respond  to  other  orders.  Accordingly, 
we  have  had  no  other  alternative  but  to  import  from  the  United 
States.  The  steel  material  supplied  by  the  United  States  is  quite 
different  to  that  of  Great  Britam.and  Japan.  While  steel  plates  can 
be  obtained  there,  the  difficulty  is  that  sections  and  other  necessary 
material  can  not  be  gotten.  Sections,  evidently,  can  be  supplied  only 
by  Great  Britain. 

Of  the  31  vessels  which  were  started  this  fiscal  year  and  are  to  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  next  fiscal  year,  60  per  cent  of  the  orders 
for  tiie  necessary  material  has  been  delivered ;  of  the  remaining  40 
per  cent,  a  part  is  to  be  ordered  in  the  United  States,  while  tlie 
remainder  must  be  taken  up  by  the  steel  companies  in  this  counti^. 
While  these  steel  works  are  still  taking  orders,  the  price  is  very  high. 

UUKICIFAL  HSH  KAREET  AT  STSKEY. 

[Con&al  General  J.  L  Brtttatn,  Sydney,  Australia,  SepL  2S.] 

In  order  that  the  people  of  Sydney  may  derive  the  full  benefit  from 
fish  caught  by  the  recently  purchased  Government  trawlers  the 
municipality  of  Sydney  has  opened  a  fish  market  where  the  catch  is 
disposed  of  at  moderate  prices  to  the  public.  [See  Commerce  Re- 
ports for  June  5  and  Oct.  9, 1915-1  The  windows  at  the  market  are 
specially  constructed,  being  airtight  and  fitted  with  panes  of  glass 
in. front,  so.  that  the  space  in  which  the  fish  are  kept  is  insulated. 
Trom  a  refrigerator  beneath  a  blast  of  cold  air  is  constantly  passing 
over  the  fish,  which,  it  is  stated,  will  keep  fresh  for  severai  weeks. 
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EFFECT  OF  WAS  OH  TRADE  COBSITIONS  HT  FOOCHOW. 

[CoDBol  Albert  W.  Pwitlas.  Fooclunr,  China ;  BQpplcmentlits  dlspatdi  Id  Cohirbci 
Bbpobts  for  AOS.  18,  1019.] 

The  Foochow  trade  in  practically  all  articles  manufactured  by  the 
European  countries  has  been  affected  by  the  war.  German  manu- 
factured ffoods  having  a  good  trade  heretofore  consisted  of  in- 
digos, aniline  dyes,  broadcloth,  window  glass,  and  needles;  Austria 
supplied  needles  and  enameled  ware,  and  Belgium,  window  glass. 
No  goods  from  these  three  countries  have  been  imported  into  Foo- 
chow since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  local  stocks  of  British 
manufactured  goods,  also,  are  now  affected,  the  volume  of  importa- 
tions having  decreased  to  some  extent.  Those  from  Japan  gained 
steadily  as  a  result  of  the  war,  and  in  many  instances  the  European 
article  was  being  replaced,  but  the  boycott  soon  changed  this  con- 
dition, and  the  Japanese  manufactures  lost  heavily. 

Since  the  report  of  June  15  was  sent  in,  there  has  been  a  further 
advance  in  prices  of  from  5  to  10  per  cent.  Insufficiency  of  supplies 
and  the  low  exchange  were  responsible.  The  local  merchants  who 
purchase  their  wares  in  Shanghai  and  Hongkong  are  granted  30  and 
60  days'  credit  after  delivery  of  the  goods.  The  terms  of  credit 
now  in  force  among  the  local  merchants  are  90  to  120  days  after 
delivery  of  goods. 

OoodB  Farohased  in  Shanghai  or  Hongkong. 

Practically  all  of  the  foreign  goods  imported  locally  are  pur- 
chased in  Shanghai  or  Hongkong.  Before  the  war  direct  orders 
with  foreign  countries  were  placed  through  the  local  foreign  firms. 
American  manufacturers  are  not  represented  locally.  The  repre- 
sentative of  a  prominent  American  watch-manufacturing  firm  re- 
cently made  his  first  visit  to  the  port,  and  experienced  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  big  orders.  There  is  an  urgent  demand  for  the  fol- 
lowing articles,  the;  present  stocks  commanding  high  prices,  which 
are  here  given  in  Mexican  dolhirs.  According  to  the  United  States 
Treasury  circular  of  October  1,  1915,  the  Mexican  dollar  is  equiva- 
lent to  $0,384  in  United  States  currency. 

Aniline  dyes. — The  cheaper  grades  are  put  up  in  9-ounce  tins,  and 
present  stocks  are  selling  at  $1.50  to  $3.60.  Normal  prices  for  the 
cheaper  grades  of  dyes  ranged  from  25  cents  to  $1  per  tin.  The  better 
gi-ade  of  dye  is  put  up  in  1-catty  tin  boxes  (l^i  pounds)  and  is  sold  at 
n*om  $6  to  $0  per  box.  One  grade  of  dye.  in  the  red  color  only,  is  put 
np  in  l^-pound  tin  boxes  and  sells  for  $8.50  per  box.  Normal  prices 
for  the  better  grades  of  dyes  ranged  from  $1  to  $1.50  per  tin.  The 
present  stocks  are  almost  exhausted. 

Artificial  indigo. — ^The  price  of  this  commodity  has  now  advanced 
to  $220  per  barrel. 

Wire  nails.— Half  inch  to  inch  in  length,  packed  in  fegs  of  100 
pounds,  these  are  now  selling  at  $14  per  keg.  One  to  two  inch  length, 
packed  also  in  kegs  of  100  pounds,  sell  at  $3  per  keg. 

"Woolen  broadclotli. — (loods  72  inches  by  30  yar£  are  selling  at  $3 
per  yard.  Black  is  much  needed. 

.  Black  sateen  or  Venetian. — Goods  30  inches  by  60  yards  are  selling 
at  G5  cents  per  yard. 

Farmer  sateen  or  lasting. — Goods  30  inches  by  60  yards  are  selling 
at  54  cents  per  yard. 
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Blankets. — ^Red  color:  Wool,  2  by  yards,  7  pounds  weight,  selling 
at  $10  per  pair. 

Window  glass. — The  stocks  of  the  various  smaller  sizes  of  window 
glass  are  almost  exhausted.  The  price  has  now  advanced  to  $15  per 
Box.  The  glass  is  packed  75,  51,  31,  and  24  panes  to  the  box,  in  sizes 
12  by  16, 14  by  20,  IB  by  26,  and  20  by  30  indies,  respectively. 


CHOSEN  TO  HAVE  IRDITSTBZAL  EXHOITION. 

[Bxtmct  from  Seoul  Preii,  Sept  9,  bj  Consul  Generml  Buuford  8.  MUler.] 

The  opening  of  the  Chosen  Industrial  Competitive  Exhibition, 
which  is  to  be  held  in  observance  of  the  firth  anniversary  of  the  present 
administrative  system,  is  n^r  at  hand.  Products  have  been  gatiiered 
from  all  parts  of  the  peninsula  for  display  in  Kyongpok  Palace 
grounds  at  Seoul.  There  are  also  plan?  and  statistics  relating  to  pro- 
ductive industry,  education,  sanitation,  engineering  works,  commu- 
nications, etc 

An  extensive  portion  of  the  palace  grounds  has  been  utilized,  cover- 
ing approximately  60  acres.  Importont  palace  building  have  been 
repaired  to  be  used  as  showrooms,  but  all  tiie  minor  buildings  have 
been  pulled  down  and  in  their  place  new  buildings  have  been  erected 
as  show  rooms.  The  aggregate  area  of  the  buildings  to  be  used  for  thb 
exhibition  is  approximately  21,000  square  yards. 

Part  of  tile  eadiibition  ground  near  Kyonghoi  Lu  has  been  allotted 
for  setting  up  salesrooms,  refreshment  buffets,  and  entertainment 
halls.  This  section  has  been  placed  under  the  management  of  the 
Seoul  Citizens*  Association  for  Supporting  the  Exhibition.  It  will 
be  open  day  and  night,  giving  free  admittance  to  visitors. 

The  showrooms  comprise  five  main  halls,  three  special,  one  machin- 
ery building,  and  some  minor  buildings.  Hall  No.  1  contains  exhibits 
relating  to  agriculture,  colonization,  forestry,  mining,  fishing,  nnd 
technical  industry.  Hall  No.  2  contains  rooms  for  exhibits  concern- 
ing works  undertaken  with  the  extraordinary  imperial  donation 
funds,  education,  engineering  work  and  communications,  economyj 
sanitation,  and  charitjr  works,  and  police  and  prison  affairs.  Shinsei 
Kwau  or  Provincial  Hall  contains  exhibits  showing  the  progress  and 
results  of  various  works  undertaken  by  different  provmces  during 
the  past  five  years.  Paintings,  works  of  sculpture  and  embroidery, 
lacquer  work,  and  other  articles  of  art  produced  by  contemporary 
artists  and  artisans,  as  well  as  objects  of  fine  art  produced  in  preced- 
ing ages,  are  shown  in  the  art  hall.  Articles  for  reference  produced 
in  the  motherland  and  foreign  countries  are  shown  in  the  reference 
hall. 

The  three  special  buildings  have  been  provided  by  the  Railway 
Bureau,  the  Forestry  Undertakings  Station,  and  the  Oriental  De- 
velopment Co.  The  machinery  building  contains  various  kinds  of 
motorsandspecimensof  machinery  for  mining,  weaving,  making  nets, 
printing,  eta  In  addition,  there  are  cattle,  poultry,  and  pig  sheds, 
and  galleries  of  some  of  the  palace  buildings  have  been  used  for  show- 
ing agricultural  implements,  exhibits  by  the  Bed  Cross  Society,  and 
photographic  works. 
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THE  cnnrAKOK  tbade  of  cetion. 

An  article  on  the  history,  botany,  cultivation  and  commerce  of 
cinnnmon  appears  in  the  Indian  (official)  Trade  Journal.  It  states 
that  the  plant  [Cinnamomum  zeylanicum]  is  indigenous  to  the  moist 
parts  of  Ceylon,  up  to  altitudes  of  3,000  feet.  Varieties  of  the  plant 
also  occur  in  India,  Burma,  Java,  and  the  Malay  Peninsula,  It  is 
an  evergreen  tree  of  bushy,  spreading  habit,  attaining  a  height  of  20 
to  40  feet.  The  Singhalese  name  of  the  plant  is  kurundu,  and  several 
varieties  ai*e  recognized,  many  of  which  are  actually  distinct  species. 

The  plant  will  grow  in  any  ordinary  good  soil  where  the  rainfall 
and  temperature  are  adequate.  The  best-flavored  bark  is  produced 
on  poor  white  sandy  soil,  where  the  temperature  averages  about  SS*', 
and  there  is  an  average  rairtfall  of  about  1  inch  for  every  degree 
per  annum.  Cutting  commences  during  the  heavy  rains  in  May 
and  June,  and  again  in  November  and  December.  At  this  period 
the  sap  is  in  active  circulation,  and  the  sticks  peel  freely. 

Export  Fl^QTes. 

Up  to  1840  the  annual  output  of  bark  from  Ceylon  was  about 
500,000  pounds.  In  1842  competition  from  Java  commenced,  and  the 
exports  from  Ceylon  were  reduced  to  about  120,000  pounds,  but  in 
1844  the  abolition  of  export  duties  brought  up  the  amount  to  over 
1,000,000  pounds.  In  the  last  10  years  the  exports  of  quill  bark  hare 
-ranged  between  about  2,500,000  and  3,500,000  pounds. 

In  the  calendar  year  1912  Ceylon's  exports  of  chips  amounted  to 
2,349,944  pounds,  and  of  quills'3,504,930  pounds;  in  1913,  the  cor- 
responding figures  were  1,950,438  ])oimds  and  3,278,093  pounds;  and 
in  1914  (up  to  December  21) ,  the  shipments  of  chips  totaled  1,410,784 

Eounds,  and  of  quills  2,207,941  pounds.  Germany  is  the  principal 
uyer,  taking  in  1912,  COG, 142  pounds  of  chips  and  995,213  pounds 
of  quills;  in  1913,  428,100  pounds  of  chips  and  1,138,934  pounds  of 
quills.  Data  for  1914  are  not  at  hand. 

According  to  the  same  authority  f Ceylon  Chamber  of  Commerce), 
the  United  States  took  in  1912— chips,  80,088  pounds;  quills,  697,2.50 
pounds;  in  1913 — chips,  42.500  pounds;  quills  359,795  pounds. 
American  (official)  figures  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914, 
show  that  the  United  States  imported  for  consumption  303,907 
pounds  of  unground  cinnamon  and  chips,  and  225  poimds  of  the 
ground:  in  the  fiscal  year  1915,  534,692  pounds  of  unground  cinna- 
mon and  chips,  and  361  poimds  of  the  ground ;  the  origin  of  these 
imports,  however,  is  not  indicated. 

Four  Grades  of  Quills. 

Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  the  periodic  sales  of  cinnamon  bark 
would  include  5,000  to  .8,000  liales  of  Ceylon  bark,  which  would  bring 
18  to  73  cents  per  pound.  Within  recent  years,  however,  the  quality 
of  cinnamon  bark  has  fallen  off,  there  being  much  more  woody  bark 
than  formerly,  and  this  is  not  easily  disposed  of.  Quill  bark  is  usu- 
ally graded  into  four  qualities,  of  which  the  best  "plantation  firsts" 
consists  of  the  finest  and  thinnest  quills,  which  are  usually  packed  on 
the  outside  of  the  bundles,  while  "  fourtlis  "  consists  of  coarse,  thick, 
and  broken  quills.  AVhen  cinnamon  bark  is  sold  "to  arrive"  the 
buyer  purchases  on  "  usual  assortment "  terms,  in  bales  of  100  pounds 
each,  which  indicates  that  he  will  receive  20  pounds  of  plantation 
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firsts,  50  pounds  of  seconds,  20  pounds  of  thirds,  and  4  pounds  of 
fourths.  A  fair  amount  of  the  bark  unported  by  Germany,  Holland, 
and  Great  Britain  is  used  for  distilling  purposes,  the  English  dis- 
tilled oils  being  especially  esteemed. 


KVHICIFAI  LOANS  ON  KERCANTILE  COLLATEBAL. 

[Consal  W.  F.  Kell«7,  Bome,  Italj.  Sept.  21.1 

In  view  of  the  extraordinary  commercial  and  indiistrial  conditions 
at  present  obtaining  in  Italy,  several  of  the  larger  cities  are  studying 
ways  and  means  of  aiding  the  industries  situated  within  their  limits 
in  order  to  avoid  fluctuations  between  intense  activity  and  compara- 
tive idleness  of  the  manufacturing  plants.  Suggestions  have  been 
made  to  form  municipal  guaranty  companies  to  make  loans  on  stored 
products,  whether  raw  material,  partly  manufactured,  or  finished 
goods. 

A  fiiystem  of  granting  loans  on  stored  goods  has  long  been  in  prac- 
tice in  Italy,  and  is  regulated  by  the  provisions  of  the  Italian  com- 
mercial code.  In  ordinary  times  a  merchant  can  easily  obtain  loans 
from  banks  and  capitalists  up  to  about  75  per  cent  or  the  value  of 
the  merchandise  offered  as  collateral,  and  the  mortgages  on  such 
^oods  have  heretofore  frequently  been  used  as  commercial  paper,  be- 
ing transferable  by  indorsement. 

Under  present  conditions,  however,  the  money  markets  are  close 
and  conservative,  and  merchants  or  manufacturers  find  it  difficult  to 
obtain  loans  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest.  It  is  therefore  under 
such  conditions  that  certain  municipalities  are  deliberating  on  the  ad- 
visability of  coming  to  the  aid  of  local  industry  by  making  loans 
under  the  laws  and  regulations  heretofore  obtaming,  and  uiere  is 
little  doubt  that  some  such  form  of  support  will  shortly  be  organized 
in  the  larger  commercial  and  industrial  centers  of  Italy. 


EEYIVAI  OF  JAPANESE  STTLPHTJE  INDITSTEY. 

[Hxtract  from  Japan  AdTertlser  ot  Sept  23  bj  ConEnl  General  George  H.  Scldmorc. 

y  okobama.  ] 

The  export  of  sulphur  from  Japan  has  for  years  been  on  the  de- 
cline, and  quotations  have  fallen,  some  of  the  sulphur  mines  of  small 
standing  having  even  been  compelled  to  stop  working.  But  since  the 
war  broke  out  the  demand  in  the  foreign  market  has  improved,  and 
quotations  have  gradually  risen.  The  export  this  year  up  to  the  end 
of  August  was  27,948,607  pounds,  valued  at  $203,048,  showing  an 
increase  of  4,638,451  pounds  or  $20,003,  compared  with  the  figures 
for  the  corr^ponding  period  of  last  year.  The  destinations  have 
in  the  past  been  the  United  States  and  Australia  in  the  main,  with 
Canada  and  India  coming  n^,  only  quite  an  insignificant  amount 
being  shipped  to  Enrope.  Since  the  war,  however,  the  European 
supply  to  oriental  countries  has  been  stopped,  and  the  demand 
in  Europe  itself  has  increased.  Therefore,  Japanese  sulphur  has  now 
to  meet  an  increased  demand  in  the  Orient  and  America  and  also  in 
Europe  The  prospects  of  this  trade  are,  therefore,  very  promising, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  volume  of  trade  will  soon  become  as  big 
as  it  was  several  years  ago  when  the  sulphur  trade  was  on  the  high 
tide  of  prosperity.  ^  , 
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FOBEIOIT  TSABE  OFFOBTTJHITIES. 

[Wbere  addresses  are  omlttpd  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  B«re««  or  Its  braaek 

olttcea.] 

Jfatls,  chain*,  goap,  blankets,  ete^  No.  19003. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
the  Netherlands  reports  (hat  n  firm  In  his  (llstrlct  desires  to  coi-rvsp-ind 
with  American  mamifncturers  of  copper  sheetinf?,  copper  conipositton  tacks, 
various  kinds  of  nails,  barbed  wire,  corrugated  galvanized  sheets,  chains, 
■wire  gauze  for  blinds,  spndes,  Icnivos,  hatchets,  matches,  cannetl  goods, 
soap,  galvanized  buckets,  tools,  padlocks,  trunks,  kerosene  lamps,  looking 
glasses,  oils  and  colors,  boat  and  stationary  motors,  sporting  guns,  ammuni- 
tion, choppers,  hoes,  rakes,  manlla  and  hemp  ro[>e,  twines  and  cotton,  lines, 
sail  clotli,  leather  belts,  wire  rope,  sailors'  trousers,  blankets,  and  tow^. 
The  firm  wishes  to  buy  on  its  own  account. 

Surgical  instruments,  No.  19004. — The  Bureau  is  informed  by  an  American  con- 
sular officer  in  Spain  that  a,  man  In  that  country  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  surgical  instruments  and  laboratory  ap- 
paratuses.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Lace,  No.  190G5. — An  American  consular  (^cer  In  Italy  writes  that  a  man  in  his 
district  desires  to  act  as  purchasing  agent  for  American  Importers  of  lace. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Italian. 

Five  and  ten  cent  store  goods.  No.  19066. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Australia  reports  that  a  mnn  in  tliat  country  desires  to  correspond  directly 
with  wholesale  firms  Iinndling  Hues  of  5  and  10  cent  store  goods.  The 
man  de^lr^  to  pay  cash  against  documents. 

Flooring,  fancy  wrapping  and  box  paper,  No.  19067. — A  business  mnn  In  Prance 
has  informed  an  American  consular  ofhcer  of  that  country  that  he  dntlreg 
to  enter  into  relations  with  Anierlcnn  manufacturers  of  rubber  imitation 
flooring  and  fancy  wrapping  and  Ijox  paper.  A  prospectus,  with  illus- 
trations of  the  flooring  desired,  as  well  as  price  lists  of  the  wrapping  and 
l>ox  paper,  may  be  examinixl  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  officas.  Samples 
have  been  forwarded  and  as  soon  as  received  they  may  likewise  be  c^cnmined 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  07043.) 

Oregon  pine.  No.  1906S. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  French  Tndo-CIilnn 
reports  that  a  businesR  man  In  that  country  -Joslres  to  represent  dealers  in 
Oregon  pine.  Prices  nnil  full  Information  should  be  supplied.  Correspond- 
ence should  be  in  French. 

Chemical  and  laboratory  glassware,  mtnt  mincer84  etc.,  No.  10009. — The  Bureau 
is  inforraetl  by  an  American  consular  oflii-er  In  Canada  that  n  firm  desires 
to  obtain  prices  on  chemical  and  laboratory  glassware,  meat  mincers  of 
special  design,  cotton  and  linen  webbing,  special  brass  eyelets,  and  enameled 
steel  wire. 

Explosives  and  portnhlc  store  houses  for  ammunition,  No.  19070.— An  American 
consular  onicer  In  South  America  reports  a  possible  market  for  the  sale  of 
explosives  and  portable  amnninitlon  store  houses.  Full  information  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 

Jce-making  machinery,  No.  19071. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  writes 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  expects  to  install  a  10-ton  anuuonia  process  Ice- 
niakin;^  plant  to  make  n2-ponnd  blwUs,  using  liquiii  fiu'1-oil  engine  power, 
and  desires  to  receive  litornture  and  pric(!S  from  Amoriean  manufacturers, 
Including  quotations  on  soluble  essences  for  aerated  watoi-H.  citric  acid,  tar- 
taric acid,  ether,  suipburic  acid,  and  ammonia.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English.   Roference  is  given. 

Jute  and  linen  bags.  No.  19072. — A  broker  and  commission  merchant  in  Russia 
writes  the  Bureau  that  he  would  like  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of 
new  jute  or  linen  bags  for  flour  and  grain.  lie  states  several  million  bags 
could  he  sold  in  his  district.  Coriesi)ondcnce  should  be  In  French  or  Rus- 
sian. Iteferonces  are  given. 

Buildiiiff  materials,  stoi:cs,  sleel  cciUuijs,  etc..  No.  19073. — An  American  con- 
sular oilicer  in  Africa  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  secure 
agoncios  from  American  manufacturers  of  building  materials,  stoves,  ste^ 
coilln^rs,  batli  and  lavutory  installations,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English. 
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steel  gate*  for  reffulating  dam.  No.  19074.— The  Department  of  Public  Works, 
Ottawa,  Canada,  will  receive  tenders  nntil  November  10,  1915,  for  steel 
gates  for  regulating  a  dam  In  the  French  River,  Ontario.  Plans  and  form 
of  contract  may  be  seen,  and  speciflcntions  and  forms  of  tender  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  offices  of  the  District  Engineers,  Confedera- 
tion IJfe  Buildliu;,  Toronlo,  and  Hhanghnessy  Building,  Montreal,  Canada, 
and  at  the  Department  of  Pobllc  Works,  Ottawa.  The  Bureau  has  no 
further  Information  relative  to  this  opportunity. 

Soap,  No.  19075.— A  business  firm  In  the  West  Indies  desii-es  to  communicate 
with  manufacturers  of  unscented  white  soap  lu  bars.  The  firm  desires  to 
import  such  soap,  remelt  it.  and  then  have  It  colored  and  perfumed. 

Umbrellas,  No.  19076. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  establish  connections  with  American  manu- 
fofitiurerB  of  umbrellas.  A  sample  frame  of  the  umbrella  desired  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  66560.) 
The  frames  should  be  light. 

Wearing  appar^  and  rubber  good*.  No.  19077. — A  business  man  In  Holland 
writes  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  tlmt  he  desires  to 
establish  connections  with  manufacturers  of  knitted  underwear,  hosiery, 
shirts,  collars,  elastic  cord,  and  mbbw  pharmaceutical  goods.  He  statss 
that  he  sells  on  a  straight  commission  basis  to  the  retail  trade.  References 
are  given. 

Vairy  machinery.  No.  19078. — ^A  request  has  been  received  by  the  Bureau  from 
a  man  in  an  insular  possession  who  desires  to  be  put  in  communication  with 
American  manufacturers  of  dairy  machinery.  Correspondence  should  be  la 
Spanish. 

DittUlera  and  maltsters.  No.  19079. — A  firm  In  Canada  requests  to  be  furnished 
with  a  list  of  the  distillers  and  maltsters  In  the  United  States. 

Qlass  and  porcelain  ware.  No.  19080. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price 
lists  from  American  manufacturers  of  glass  and  porcelain  ware.  Ckirre- 
Bpondence  should  be  in  Portuguese. 

Furs  and  horsehair.  No.  19081. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  In  Russia  writes  that  a  firm  in  that  country  desires  to  obtain  the 
agency  of  American  firms  dealing  In  furs  and  horsehair. 

Dry  goods,  hosiery,  and  underwear.  No.  19082. — The  commercial  agent  In 
Charge  of  the  branch  office  of  the  Bureau  in  New  York  City  reports  that  a 
man  who  expects  to  leave  soon  for  Cuba  as  a  representative  of  several 
American  firms  Is  anxious  to  represent  other  lines,  especially  dry  goods, 
hosiery,  and  underwear.  References  are  given. 

General  agency,  No.  19083. — A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  the  Bureau  that 
its  agent  In  Argentina  is  in  the  market  for  any  merchandise,  excepting 
machinery  or  made-up  garments  for  men  and  women,  and  desires  to  receive 
prices  and  discounts.  He  expects  to  buy  for  his  OTvn  account,  and  can  fur^ 
nlsh  references,  or  his  bills  can  be  discounted  In  New  York. 

Wood  fiber.  No.  19084. — A  business  firm  In  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to 
establish  connections  with  American  manufacturers  of  wood  fib^  (wood 
wool)  and  also  ropes  made  from  this  fiber. 

TemtUes,  No.  19085. — A  request  has  been  received  by  the  Bureau  from  a  Euro* 
pean  firm  which  desires  to  be  put  In  touch  with  American  manofacturers 
of  textiles  for  women ;  also  fancy  articles  such  as  bags,  etc. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  ForeigiiL  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Verw  Tork,  Koom  409  United  Statei  Cnstomhoase;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  United 
States  Cuitemhoase;  Chleago,  504  Federal  Bnllilng;  Bt  Louli,  402  Third  Hatlonal 
Bank  BaildlnK:  Atlanta.  S81  Post  Ofltee  Baildiaf ;  Xew  Orleans.  lOSO  Hibemia 
Bank  Balldlng;  San  TranelHO.  SOS  ITnitet  Statei  CutoKhonie;  SeatUe.  9S8  Alaika 
Bnlldlac.  CeveratlTe  bimneh  ofloei:  OlerelanA,  CluuibcT  of  ComDMTee;  dnain- 
aatit  Okuiber  of  CoBnexee;  liet  Ai^celci,  Chamber  of  OoaoMToe;  Detrid^  Board 
«C  Ooauuzee;  TkllafltlyMe^  Oha»b»  «C  GoouMroe.  _  . 
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NIPPON  YUSSN  KAISHA  EXTEKDINa  SEBVICE. 

[Eitract  from  Japan  Dally  M&!1,  Rent  17,  forivardecl  bj  ConflUl  General  George  H. 

Scldmore,  yokobama.] 

The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  is  reported  to  hnve  been  admitted  to 
the  New  York  Sliipping  Conference.  The  company  has  run  a 
ronnd-the-world  service  since  the  present  war  broke  out,  by  dis- 
patching extra  European  liners  to  either  New  York  or  Galveston  on 
their  homeward  voyages  throiifih  the  Panama  Canal.  On  admittance 
into  the  New  York  Shipping  Conference,  the  service  will  be  made  a 
permanent  fortnightly  one,  tliough  it  is  open  to  doubt  whether  it 
can  be  maintained  without  suffering  any  degree  of  ineonvenience 
on  the  restoration  of  peace,  when,  the  restraint  on  the  shipping  of 
the  belligerent  powers  being  removed,  trade  will  have  to  be  hotly 
contested. 

Tramp-ship  owners'  eagerness  to  acquire  new  vessels  shows  no  sign 
of  cooling  down,  l)ut,  on  the  contrary,  seems  to  be  steadily  enhanced, 
for,  it  is  reported,  more  ships,  besides  all  that  have  been  reporte<i 
previously,  have  been  ordered  by  them  from  different  yards  here. 
The  Osaka  Iron  Works  has  lately  received  orders  for  four  vessels  of 
3^00  tons  each  from  some  of  the  biggest  tramp  owners.  Even  the 
Uraga  yard  has  received  orders  for  five  boats  recently.  Work  now 
in  hand  at  the  various  plants  is  reported  to  amount  to  more  than  50 
large  boats. 

Cotton  ImportcTS  and  Shipping  Companies  Disagree. 

This  booming  may  be  said  to  be  largely  responsible  for  the  reported 
break  in  c(>tton  rate  negotiations  between  cotton  imiwrters  and  ship- 
ping com])anies.  According  to  a  report  from  Osaka,  the  negotiations 
which  have  been  maintained  for  some  time  past  have  suddenly 
been  brought  to  a  standstill  on  account  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha's 
refusal  to  come  down  to  the  level  ])roposed  by  cotton  importers,  de- 
claring that  at  any  point  below  90.0094  per  pound  no  consignment  of 
cotton  can  be  accepted,  though  if  importei-s  accept  its  terms  50,000 
bales  may  be  carried  from  Galveston.  On  tlie  receipt  of  this  reply 
from  the  Nip])on  Yusen  Kaisha  cotton  importer  msolved  to  cut  on 
relations  with  the  company,  as  far  as  the  cotton-shipment  question 
is  concerned. 

[tCxtrart  from  Jaima  Chronicle,  Sept.  7.] 
Alms  to  Uonopolize  San  Francisco  Service. 

The  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  has  recently  purchased  a  steamer  of  4,000 

tons.  It  has  now  chartered  the  Jhnmu  Afant,  7,300  tons,  and  the 
Kcn(jon  Maru  VIII^  7,050  tons.  It  is,  according  to  The  Asahi 
(Osaka),  also  conducting  negotiations  with  the  Kishimoto  and  the 
Tatsuma  Kisen  Kaisha  witli  a  view  to  chartering  the  Tairen  Maru, 
6,000  tons,  of  the  former  and  the  Keiskin  Mam,  (i.^OO  tons,  belonging 
to  the  latter.  The  Asatna  Maru^  6.750  tons,  of  tlie  Toa  Koshi,  is  also 
expected  to  be  chartered  by  the  Toj'o  Kisen  Kaisha.  It  is  obvious, 
states  The  Asahi.  that  these  steamers  will  be  placed  on  the  American 
run,  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  appai'ently  aiming  at  the  monopolization 
of  tlie  San  Francisco  service. 


The  1,610.049  tons  of  glass  sand  produced  in  the  United  States 
last  year  had  a  value  of  $1,503,030. 
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BESTTLTS  OF  FOEKION  TBADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

A  business  man  in  New  York  writes  that  he  has  received  an  order 
for  9  motorcycles  and  has  established  an  agency  in  the  Netherlands 
as  a  result  of  foreign  trade  opportunity  No.  17615,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Reports  on  July  26,  1915.  He  also  states  that 
as  a  result  of  another  foreign  trade  opportunity  he  sold  5,000  bar- 
rels of  potatoes  and  formed  a  A'aluable  connection  in  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina. 

JAPANESE  UNES  GAIN  IN  BBTTISH  COLTTHBU  TBAFFIC. 

[Vice  Consul  K.  M.  Newcomb.  Victoria,  B.  C,  Oct.  22.] 

On  account  of  the  war.  many  steamships  have  been  withdrawn 
from  the  service  of  this  port.  As  a  result,  deep-sea  tonnage  became 
scarce  and  much  more  freight  was  offered  to  the  Japanese  and  the 
few  American  lines,  which  still  maintain  their  regular  schedules,  than 
they  could  carry.  Ocean  rates  have  advanced  to  such  an  extent  that 
.shippers  often  find  it  unprofitable  to  sell  their  products,  even  at  a 
good  price. 

The  American  lines  are  now  withdrawing  their  vessels,  which 
forces  the  bulk  of  the  Oriental  tonnnge  to  use  Japanese  lines.  The 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  and  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  are  the  only  steam- 
ship lines  now  maintaining  regular  service  to  the  Orient  from  British 
Columbia.  These  Japanese  lines  are  greatly  benefiting  from  the 
present  situation. 
Teasels  In  Panama  Canal  Serrlee. 

In  the  Panama  Canal  service  more  than  half  of  the  tonnage  is 
carried  by  companies  maintaining  regular  service  via  the  cnnal. 
There  are  six  such  regular  lines  at  present.  Four  touch  at  British 
Columbia  ports.  They  are: 

Alfred  Holt  &  Co.,  operators  of  the  Blue  Funnel  Line — a  monthly 
service  between  Great  Britain  and  Kingston,  Jamaica;  San  Fran- 
cisco, Victoria,  Vancouver,  and  Seattle. 

The  Maple  Leaf  Line — a  service  from  New  Tork  to  Victoria  and . 
Vancouver,  then  to  San  Francisco,  from  that  port  to  Swansea  and 
ia5<2*— u  497 
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Avonmouth,  and  returning  to  New  York,  with  a  vessel  sailing  from 
each  port  about  every  six  weeks. 

The  East  Asiatic  Co. — a  vessel  every  fourth  week  from  Copen- 
hagen, by  way  of  (lOthenburg,  Christiania,  and  Genoa  to  Los  An- 
geles, San  Fj-ancisco,  Puget  Sound,  and  British  Columbia  ports,  a 
vessel  returning  every  fourth  week  on  the  same  route. 

The  Johnson  Lin&— a  vessel  from  Scandinavian  ports  to  North 
Pacific  ports  at  intervals  of  60  days. 

KEBVCED  FTTSCHASES  FROU  NOTTINGHAH. 

[CODsal  C  M.  HItcb,  Nottingham,  England,  Oct  16.] 

American  orders  for  Nottingham  goods  have  been  reduced  for 
cotton  laces,  yarn,  and  curtains,  but  heavy  for  nets,  upholstery 
fabrics  and  Levers  lace  machines,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
chief  items  of  declared  export  for  the  quarters  ended  September  BO, 
1914  and  191d: 


Artleles. 

1914 

UU 

Artldcs. 

in4 

1981,431 
589,581 
28,540 
C9,0n7 
7,  (-23 
180,608 

9735,676 
COS  266 
173,104 
34, 012 
44,089 
108,051 

Si50,66a 

nOB,4» 
11,638 
201, SS3 

BUk  nets  

AD  other  

401.234 

2,398,176 

Shipments  from  Nottingham  to  the  Philippines  aggregated  $12,569 
for  the  September  30,  1915,  quarter,  compared  with  only  $3,959  in 
the  like  period  last  year.  One  of  the  new  items  was  a  steam  traction 
engine  valued  at  $2,170. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  as  declared  through  the  I^eicester 
consular  agencjr  for  the  past  quarter  drom>ed  to  $53,606  from 
$141,463  in  the  similar  three  months  in  1914.  This  decrease  is  mainly 
due  to  the  embargo  on  wool  and  leather  and  their  manufactured 
products,  and  also  to  local  manufacturers  working  on  Government 
contracts. 

There  was  an  unusual  increase  in  the  amount  of  American  goods 
returned  from  Leicester  ($110,382  for  the  quarter,  against  $i8,406 
last  year).  This  was  caused  by  the  failure  to  find  a  market  for  a 
large  consignment  of  inferior  leather,  and  the  return  of  a  large 
quantity  of  steel  stampings  which  were  to  have  been  finished  by  the 
Leicester  branch  of  an  American  firm  of  razor  manufacturers,  but, 
owing  to  a  shortage  in  labor,  they  were  returned  in  unpacked  con- 
dition. 


North  Yakimaj  Wash.,  which  in  1910  had  a  population  of  14,082, 
has  shown  an  activity  in  furnishing  jobs  for  applicants  mndi  greater 
than  that  of  many  larger  communities,  according  to  the  September 
report  of  the  Bureau  of  Immigration  of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Labor.  During  that  month  the  sub-branch  office  at  North 
Yakima  received  320  applications  for  help  from  employers  calling 
for  1,157  persons.  It  received  1,893  applications  for  emplojrment, 
referred  1,156  persons  to  employment,  and  reported  1,155  actually 
employed.  The  number  actuallv  employed  in  New  York  City 
through  the  bureau  during  that  month  was  260  and  in  Chicago  2,411. 
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AXEBICAHS  BUTT  NOKTH  CABOIUTA  ALUKUrVU  FLAlTr. 

The  transfer  of  a  large  American  aluminum  plant  from  foreign  to 
American  ownership  is  announced  in  press  reports  from  QiarTotte. 
N.  C.  French  interests  were  active  throughout  the  greater  part  oi 
1914  in  pushing  extensive  operations  at  the  Narrows  of  Yadkin 
River,  near  ^Vhitney  and  Badin,  Stanley  County,  N.  C.,  but  as  a 
result  of  the  European  war  the  development  of  the  property  stopped 
and  was  expected  to  be  at  a  standstill  for  an  indefinite  period.  In 
buying  the  plant  the  Aluminum  Co.  of  America,  with  headquarters 
at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  announces  that  the  development  work  will  be  re- 
sumed, and  that  the  plans  of  the  original  designers  will  be  carried 
out  with  only  slight  modifications. 

In  its  last  report  on  the  aluminum  industry  the  United  State;* 
Geological  Survey  stated  that  the  work  that  the  Southern  Aluminum 
Co.  had  in  progress  at  Badin  and  Whitney  consisted  of  a  hydro- 
electric installation  of  great  size  for  the  generation  of  electric  power, 
an  electrolytic  plant  of  large  capacity  for  the  production  of  metallic 
aiuminuni,  works  for  the  purification  of  alumina,  an  electrode  fac- 
tory, and  the  homes  and  other  buildings  necessary  for  the  well-being 
of  the  large  number  of  employees  engaged  in  an  important  under- 
taking of  this  kind. 

It  was  early  in  1913  that  a  contract  was  let  for  a  concrete  dam  and 
power  house,  for  tunnels,  and  for  the  grading  of  the  electrolytic 

f)Iant  sites.  The  plans  provide  for  a  dam  220  feet  high,  1,800  I'ect 
ong,  160  feet  thick  at  the  base,  and  20  feet  at  the  crest.  Swinging 
as  the  arc  of  a  circle  of  1,000  feet  radius,  its  construction  involves  tho 
use  of  from  550,000  to  600,000  cubic  yards  of  concrete.  This  great 
dam  will  store  water  to  generate  from  20,000  to  70,000  kilowatts, 
according  to  water  stage,  and  will  form  a  pond  of  5,000  acres.  With 
the  reservoir  full,  the  river  will  be  held  in  check  for  5  miles  along  its 
course,  and  the  old  granite  Whitney  dam  will  be  entirely  submerged. 

Before  the  work  on  this  plant  was  stopped  by  the  war,  there  wero 
2,500  men  employed  on  the  construction.  After  production  com- 
mences, it  has  been  estimated  the  number  required  will  be  between 
1,200  and  1,500. 

The  Aluminum  Co.  of  America  has  plants  at  Maryville,  Tenn., 
and  Massena,  N.  Y.,  and  has  also  acquired  interests  at  Kdgewater, 
N.  J. 

The  growing  importance  of  this  metal  is  shown  by  the  figures  re- 
lating to  exports  for  the  last  fiscal  year.  During  the  12  months  ended 
June  30,  1915,  the  exports  of  aluminum  and  its  manufactures  were 
valued  at  $3,245,799,  compared  with  $1,101,920  in  the  preceding  year, 
and  with  $1,046,915  in  the  year  ending  with  June,  1913.* 


AMEEICANS  TO  OFEBATE  CANADIAN  LEAD  HIKE. 

[Consul  FeUz  8.  S.  Johnsoo,  KlngstoD.  Ootorlo,  Oct  9.] 

It  is  announced  by  an  Ottawa  journal  that  ceitain  lead  mines  near 
Kingston  have  been  sold  to  New  York  interests,  and  it  is  understood 
that  the  mines  will  shortly  be  started  iip-  They  are  said  to  be  in 
ahape  for  turning  out  lead  in  30  days.  Work  was  suspended  at  the 
nunes  about  two  years  ago. 
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TE&DE  OF  £AST  IHDIES  AHS  TEE  STKAZTS. 

[Coiuul  B.  B.  Balrden,  Batarla,  Java,  Sept  6.] 

The  United  States  bought  36  times  as  much  planttttion  rubber  from 
Java  in  the  first  half  of  1915  as  in  the  corresponding  6  months  of 
1914,  and  became  this  island's  best  customer.  The  Netherlands  took 
only  a  little  more  than  half  as  much  and  fell  to  third  place;  while 
Great  Britain  occupied  second  place  in  both  s^esters,  as  the  follow- 
ing table  shows: 


Exported  to- 

TaBuaiT-JiiDe,  1914. 

January-June,  1916. 

Fleas. 

Hevte. 

Ccara. 

Total." 

Ffcos. 

Hevea. 

Ceara. 

Total.' 

United  Statra  

Poundt. 

Pounds. 

SH,3R9 
1,849,054 
1,730.848 
60,830 
406,520 

6,811 
114, 138 

PouniM. 

Poi-ndt. 

1,616,345 
63,. 065 
40.1,983 

6,  m 
114,726 

Poundi. 

Pown'fi. 
3,160,676 
979,902 
3,160,879 

Pound*. 
8,692 
11,04S 
9,788 

Poitndi. 
3,169,368 
1,01&,»7 
3,M5,fiS3 

Netherlands  

Oieat  BrltslQ  

30,052 
38,X)3 

i 14, 325 
26,774 

32,359 
12,705 

463 

Other  parts  of  Eu- 

Slndts  Settlements.. 
Anstralia   

328 

360 

fl,2B9 

2H,897 
86,625 
194,762 

304,106 
8S,62S 
196, 1« 

Giber  countries  

433 

Total  

4,256,690 

141,359 

4. 522, 124 

44,790  0,863,741 

29,528 

7,016,543 

a  induden  Castilloa  rubber  not  shown  to  the  e:ctent  of  55,130  pounds  (33,875  pounds  to  the  Nelbei^ 
lands,  19,520  to  Great  Britain,  and  2,735  to  Gorminy)  in  the  first  half  of  1914  and  58,478  pounds  (2,288 
pounds  to  the  Neiherlonds  and  50,190  to  Great  Britain)  In  January-June,  1915. 


Shipments  from  Sumatra  East  Coast 

Exports  of  plantation  rubber  from  Belawan,  Deli  (Sumatra  East 
Coast)  in  the  first  half  of  the  current  year  amounted  to  5^84,777 
pounds,  a  figure  75  per  cent  in  excess  of  the  total  for  the  correspond- 
ing months  of  1914.  Of  this  gain  1,117,659  pounds  can  be  credited  to 
the  United  States,  as  that  country  made  no  purchases  from  the  East 
Coast  during  January-June,  1914;  Great  Britain  took  2,738,600 
pounds  more,  and  the  Netherlands  13,308  pounds  more.  Offsetting 
these  increases  were  declines  totaling  1,472,093  pounds,  so  that  the  net 
gain  for  the  half-year  was  2,397,474  pounds.  The  distribution  of 
^ese  car£^>es  was : 


Exported  to- 

1914 

1915 

Exported  to— 

1914 

1915 

United  States  

Poundi. 

Pounit. 
1,117,659 
6fl0,643 
3,43S,in 

Pottndi, 
9,733 
1,799,79$ 

PoKtl^. 

667,335 
690,571 
10.868 

348,304 

Great  Britain  

Totld  

1,187,308 

6,884,777 

[Compiled  In  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

Exports  from  Ceylon,  Dutch  East  Indies,  and  Straits  Settlements. 

The  figures  presented  below  have  been  taken  from  the  official 
returns  of  the  respective  countries  and  represent  the  total  exports 
during  the  calendar  years  named.  The  quantities,  are  stated  in  hun- 
dredweights of  112  pounds  for  Ceylon,  kilos  of  2.2046  pounds  for  the 
Dutch  East  Indies,  and  piculs  of  133^  pounds  for  the  Straits  Set- 
tlements; the  values  in  rupees,  equivalent  to  32.44S  cents  [T.  S.  gold; 
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in  guilders,  equivalent  to  40.2  cents;  and  in  Straits  Settlements  dol- 
lars, equivalent  to  56.78  cents. 


Qmnttty.  Value. 


Qaantit?.  Vsliw. 


CZTLOH, 

Bubber  exported  In— 

l»n  

1912  , 

1913  

19H  

DUTCH  tiSt  INI>IE8.<> 

Ffeua,  plantatloa  prodoet, 
exported  from— 

Java  and  Madura  

Sumatra- 
East  coast  

Borne»>— 

Western  

South  and  E^aat .... 
Ficus,  not  plantation  prod- 
uct, exported  Irom— 
Sumalin — 

East  coast  

West  coast  

Borneo- 
West  

South  and  East  

Hevea,  exported  from — 

Java  and  Uadura  

Sumatra- 
East  coast  

Borneo- 
South  and  East  

Ceara,  exported  trom— 
Java  and  Uadura  


61.213 
132, ECS 
226,481 
306,724 


Kilos. 
124,345 

.440,170 

06,102 
90,143 


13,639 

3, 120 
3,774 

3,345,047 

3,036,430 

5,459 

10,671 


Rvprfg. 

28,a5e,or>6 

f3,17S,(»I 
91,269,202 
57,220,155 


Quilifri. 
435,208 

1,540,595 

231,357 
347,001 


40,017 
1,542 

0,387 
11,322 

8,207,065 

10,627,105 

19, 107 

S3,013 


DxrrcH  BAST  niDiss— con. 

HOTM,  dried.  In  sheets,  ex- 
ported trom— 

Java  and  Madura  

Castilloa,  exported  from — 

Java  and  Madura  

Other,  exported  from— 

Java  and  Madura  

Sumatra— 

Eastooaat  

Borneo— 
Wast 

Booth  and  ^'t'"!' 

STRAITS  BETTLE1IZNT9. 

Borneo  rubber,  exported 

in— 

1913  

1014  

Quit  -r  Grcbataxrortedtn- 
ioia  

I'JH  

Out'a,  lufcrlor,exportediii— 

!«13  

1914  

Indi\   rubber,  including 
Itnmbong,  exported  In— 

1913  

1014  

Para  rubber,  exported  hi— 

1013   

1014  


Ktloi. 
84,481 

43,766 

45,894 

9,043 

38,961 
170,951 


PUmtf. 
8, 195 
3,055 

70,303 
43,317 

155,858 
124,306 


4,973 
3,802 

109,474 
332,043 


S,flB9 

100,062 

100,697 

21,875 

»,321 
378,093 


S.  S.doBart. 
T52,!)fl6 
220,911 

4,755,134 

2,008,OS2 

1,451,082 
1,003,300 


554, 762 
261,798 

28,466,630 
41,305,828 


■  YearUlS. 


BTJBBEB  SHIPICENTS  FBOK  AHAZON  VAIXET. 

[Consul  George  II.  Plckerell,  Para,  Brazil,  Oct.  8.] 

Exports  of  Amazon  Valley  crude  rubber  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing September  were  78  per  cent  greater  than  in  the  corresponding 
month  of  last  year;  exports  to  Europe  were  about  8  per  cent  less. 
Each  of  the  four  grades  of  rubber  sent  to  the  United  States  showed 
gains  over  September,  1914,  but  only  in  "  fine  "  was  there  any  increase 
m  the  cargoes  to  Europe.  By  ports  the  montli's  shipments  were : 


Exported  from— 


Fine. 


Medium. 


Coarse, 


Caucbo. 


Tot^ 


Para  to- 
United  States.. 

Europe  

Manaos  to — 

United  States... 

Europe  

Itacoatiara  to— 

I'nited  States.. 

Europe  

Iquilos,  Peru,  to— 

United  Stales.. 

Europe  


Pound'. 
1,01S,66S 
538,300 

1,411,377 
456,^)3 


Pounds. 
301,015 
6,958 

123,783 
&S,S28 


Pound'. 

m.m 

40,300 

236,503 
24, 133 


Prmnds. 
2a%592 
20,OSO 

331,822 
30,701 


Pound'. 
2.295.131 

605,633 

2,128.485 
S57.37D 


18,938 
87,910 


1,0£0 
3,695 


8,047 
31,861 


5,160 
117,003 


33,224 
340,507 


Total,  September,  1015,  to- 
United  Stales  :  

Europe  

Totd,  September,  1014,  to- 
United  BUtea  

Eint^  


2,517.994 
1,013,941 

1, 2*1,86!) 
936,235 


433,403 
63,866 

216,038 
06,619 


1,038,220 
72,4S5 

702,fi57 
103.606 


Onmd  total,  September,  1915. 
Giand  total,  September,  U14. 


3,831,995 
%UO,103 


497,359 
Sll,«fi7 


1,110,705 
106,323 


674.410 
45,040 

453,916 
161,407 


120,336 
615,323 


4,CA4,123 
1,196,332 

2,616.479 
1.396,927 


S.R60,3!H 
3,913,«» 
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COMMERCB  KBPORTS. 


KACEUTE  SAVES  lABOB  IS  PBEBICnHG'  USES. 

Special  Publication  No.  32  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geo- 
detic Survey,  just  published,  contains  an  illustrated  description  of 
the  survey's  tide-predicting  machine,  No.  2,  which  is  now  being  used 
for  the  prediction  of  the  high  and  low  tides  published  in  the  annual 
tide  tables  of  that  bureau.  The  machine  replaces  the  smaller  Ferrel 
machine  that  had  been  used  previously  for  this  purpose.  The  newer 
machine  is  about  11  feet  long,  2  feet  wide,  and  6  feet  high,  and 
weighs  approximately  2,500  pounds.  A  heavy  iron  base  supports  a 
number  of  large  upright  brass  plates.  These  in  turn  su{>port  a 
system  of  shafts,  gearing,  dials,  and  sliding  frames  to  which  are 
attached  a  series  of  pulleys.  A  slender  chain  on  each  side  of  the  ma- 
chine connects  all  of  the  pulleys  and  transmits  the  resultant  motion 
to  a  system  of  dials  and  pointers  on  the  face  of  the  machine,  where 
the  time  and  height  of  each  successive  high  and  low  water  is  directly 
indicated. 

Before  beginning  the  predictions  for  any  station,  the  cranks  on  the 
sides  are  set  in  accordance  with  certain  quantities  known  as  har- 
monic constants  obtained  from  tides  previously  observed  at  the  same 
station.  The  tide  is  assumed  to  be  composed  of  many  elementary 
components,  each  of  which  is  due  to  some  motion  of  the  moon  or  of 
the  sun,  including  the  changes  in  phase,  declination  and  parallax 
of  these  bodies.  The  machine  will  take  account  of  87  such  com- 
ponents or  elementary  tides,  combining  them  into  the  more  complex 
tide  that  actually  occura  in  nature. 

The  machine,  having  been  set  with  the  harmonic  constants  repre- 
senting the  components  to  be  used,  is  operated  by  turning  a  hand 
crank  which  sets  in  motion  the  small  component  cranks,  sliding 
frames,  and  pulleys.  On  the  face  of  the  machine,  time  pointers  pass 
rapidly  around  dials  indicating  successive  intervals  of  time,  a  height 
pointer  oscillates  back  and  forth  over  a  circular  dial  indicating  the 
corresponding  height  of  the  tide,  and  a  fountain  pen,  rising  and 
falling,  traces  upon  a  roll  of  paper  a  tide  curve  tnat  graphically 
represents  the  actual  rise  and  rail  of  the  tide.  At  the  time  of  hi§^ 
and  low  waters  the  machine  is  automatically  stopped  hj  an  electro- 
magnet, and  the  operator  copies  the  time  and  height  indicated  by  the 
dials  directly  in  the  form  that  is  to  be  sent  to  the  printing  office. 

To  set  the  machine,  predict,  and  tabulate  the  high  and  low  waters 
for  a  year  at  any  station  require  from  10  to  15  hours.  To  perform 
the  same  calculations  without  the  use  of  the  machine  would  probably 
require  not  less  than  six  months  of  time  for  one  computer. 

Copies  of  Special  Publication  No.  32,  of  the  Coast  and  Greodetic 
Survey,  may  Be  obtained  at  20  cents  each  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Correction. 

In  line  26  of  the  article  on  Russian  cotton  market  and  acreage, 
which  appeared  in  Commerce  Reports  for  November  2, 1915,  "  $0.36 
per  bale^^should  be  "  $3.65  per  baleu" 
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ACTIVITY  IN  CARAHIAir  BEET-SITQAE  FACTOBIES. 

[CoDsnl  Fred  C.  Slater,  SarnU,  Ontario,  Oct.  28.] 

Much  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  Canadian  sugar-beet  in- 
dustry during  the  past  year.  Samia  and  vicinity  is  practically  the 
only  territory  where  sugar  beets  are  raised  in  the  Dominion  at  this 
time.  The  factory  heretofore  operating  at  Raymond,  Alberta,  has 
discontinued  active  operations,  I  am  informed.  The  chief  difficulty 
there  appears  to  be  the  disinclination  of  the  fanners  to  produce  the 
necessary  beets.  In  this  section  of  Ontario  there  are  and  for  some 
time  past  have  been  only  two  beet-sugar  factorieSj  viz,  the  Dominion 
Sugar  Co.  at  Wallaceburg,  with  a  daily  capacity  of  900  tons  of 
beets,  and  its  Berlin  branch  factory,  with  a  daily  capacity  of  700 
tons. 

Much  raw  sugar  has  heretofore  been  imported  from  Germany  and 
refined  at  the  Wallaceburg  plant,  but  this  necessarily  cea%d  with 
the  advent  of  the  European  war.  The  cutting  off  of  the  product 
from  that  source  and  the  additional  duty  which  the  Government 
placed  upon  sugar  has  had  an  exhilarating  effect  upon  this  industry. 
In  July,  1914,  just  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  sugar  in  Sarnia  was 
selling  to  the  dealer  at  $4.56  per  100  pounds.  Since  then  it  has 
risen  from  time  to  time  until  it  reached  $6.76  in  September,  1916, 
and  at  present  stands  at  $6.16. 

I  have  received  an  unofficial  report  that  the  two  factories  above 
named  during  the  last  year  have  made  a  net  income  of  21  per  cent. 
Heretofore  the  flat  rate  paid  the  farmers  for  beets  was  $4.50  per  ton ; 
this  year  it  has  been  raised  to  $5.  Notwithstanding  this  additional 
50  cents  per  ton  paid  the  farmer,  I  am  informed  that  the  rise  in 
sugar  has  increased  the  receipts  of  the  two  factories  above  named  by 
something  like  $240,000  during  the  past  year. 

Vew  Paotories  About  to  be  Built. 

In  consequence  of  the  conditions  thus  stated,  a  sugar  factory  is 
about  to  be  built  at  Chatham,  some  60  miles  to  the  south  of  here.  Its 
estimated  capacity  is  to  be  1,000  tons  of  beets  per  day,  while  nego- 
tiations are  rapidly  assuming  shape  for  another  factory  at  Petrolea, 
18  miles  to  the  southeast,  with  a  capacity  of  SOO  tons  per  day.  I  am 
informed  that  the  macliincry  for  this  plant  will  be  obtained  from  a 
defunct  plant  across  the  line  in  Michigan. 

Climatic  and  soil  conditions  are  excellent  for  sugar-beet  produc- 
tion in  this  portion  of  Ontario,  and  doubtless  beet-sugar  factories 
will  multiply  and  expand  with  the  increase  of  population  and  conse- 
quent sugar  consumption  of  the  country.  The  most  serious  drawback 
is  to  induce  the  farmer  to  raise  the  sufficient  quantity  of  beets.  He  is 
perfectly  in  accord  with  the  idea,  as  it  pays  him  well  and,  if  anythingj 
proves  helpful  to  his  land.  But  the  farmer  is  handicapped  in  not 
oeing  always  able  to  obtain  the  necessarv  help.  The  work  of  beet 
culture  is  more  or  less  distasteful  to  the  average  native  laborer. 
Hence  he  is  obliged  largely  to  depend  on  foreign  labor  or  plant  only 
such  area  as  he  and  his  family  can  tend  incident  to  other  farm  duties. 
Belgians  and  Russians  have  proved  the  most  satisfactory  help  in  this 
connection,  and  I  am  satisfied  the  factory  managers  anticipate  being 
able  to  secure  a  greater  sufficiency  of  this  class  of  labor  at  the  cessation 
of  the  present  world  war. 
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ASaEHTIHA-innTED  8XATES  WIBXIXSS  COBCESSIOV. 

[ConTOl  Oener*!  W.  llenri  Robertson,  Baenos  Aires,  Sept  27.1 

The  Federal  Holdings  Co.  of  New  York  has  been  granted  a  con- 
cession for  the  construction  of  a  high-power  wireless  station  in  Ar- 
gentina, near  Buenos  Aires,  for  communication  with  a  station  to  be 
erected  at  New  York.  The  Review,  of  the  River  Plate,  states  that  the 
company  obtaining  the  concession  owns  the  Poulsen  patent  rights  in 
the  Americas,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to  employ  this  system  for  the 
new  wireless  service.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  stations  are  likely  to 
be  in  operation  within  18  months. 

The  concession  is  for  30  years  from  the  time  the  plans  are  ap- 
proved. The  company  will  be  required  to  conform  to  any  future 
regulations  which  may  be  established  governing  activities  of  this 
class,  as  well  as  to  those  now  existing.  The  tarifts  are  to  be  subject 
to  approval  by  the  executive  power.  The  rate  between  Argentina 
and  the  United  States,  it  is  required,  shall  be  lower  than  two  thirds 
of  the  telegraphic  tariffs  in  force.  State  radiograms  and  those  of 
authorized  national  representatives  are  to  be  accorded  preference 
and  to  be  charged  50  per  cent  of  the  ordinary  tariff.  The  company 
is  to  transmit,  free  of  charge,  the  official  radiograms  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  its  agents  in  foreign  countries,  and  meteorological  in- 
formation in  less  than  10  words  between  the  national  observatories 
which  maintain  communication  with  the  comptmy.  When  such  mes- 
sa^s  exceed  10  words,  the  company  will  charge  the  regular  i*ate8. 

The  right  is  reserved  to  impose  the  requirement  that  all  of  the 
employees  shall  be  Argentine  citizens.  The  operators  must  have 
Argentine  diplomas  identical  with  those  required  of  operators  on 
vessels  flying  the  Argentine  flag.  The  company  undertakes  to  give 
facilities  to  the  technical  staff  of  the  Navy,  when  authorized  by  the 
Ministry  of  Marine,  to  practice  at  this  station.  It  is  declared  that 
the  present  authorization  does  not  imply  the  f^rantin^  to  the  com- 
pany of  the  monopoly  of  radiographic  communication  in  the  country 
or  any  special  privilege. 

EFFECTIVE  GONSULAB  WOKE  IN  SPAIN. 

CConanl  Robertson  Honejr,  Madrid,  Spain,  Sept  18.] 

FoH^-four  new  permanent  American  a^ncies  have  been  estab* 
lished  in  Madrid  as  the  result  of  the  activities  of  this  consulate  dur- 
ing the  past  14  months,  and  much  new  business  has  been  opened  up. 
Detailed  information  as  to  the  amount  of  business  transacted  is  not 
available  in  all  instances,  but  data  furnished  by  some  of  the  im- 
porters showed  purchases  of  $950,000  worth  of  American  electrical 
supplies,  $1,200,000  worth  of  machinery,  10,000  fountain  pens,  6  tons 
American  hops,  3  tons  copper  wire  (order  placed  for  3,500  tons),  150 
typewriters,  55  automobiles,  5  motor  trucks,  120  cameras  and  20,000 
photograph  cards,  34,000  tons  of  coal,  40,000  tons  of  wheat,  and 
$81,000  worth  of  aeroplanes. 

One  of  this  consulate's  reports  that  was  published  in  Comhercb 
Reports  brought  over  1,000  letters  to  the  Madrid  importer  and  re- 
sulted in  business  amounting  to  $125,000.  Many  negotiations  have 
fallen  through  on  account  of  insistence  of  the  American  exporter  for 
cash  against  documedto,  which  is  contraiy  to  the  long-establi^ed 
trade  custom  as  to  eredits  in  this  district 


Digitized  by  Google 


eOHMBBCE  BEFOBTS.  605 

vraoiswoxsisQ  htbitstby  at  ahtung. 

[Consul  John  K.  Davli,  Antnns.  China,  Sept.  16.] 

Although  Antung  is  the  shipping  point  for  practically  all  of  the 
timber  cut  in  the  lalu  and  Hun  Eirer  basins  it  has  never  possessed 
any  large  woodworking  industries  and  has  only  four  medium-sized 
sawmills.  This  is  remarkable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  among  the 
rafts  floated  down  the  Yalu,  which  are  principally  made  up  of  pine 
logs,  there  are  a  large  number  of  hardwood  logs  suitable  for  cabinet 
work.  These,  owing  to  the  lack  of  demand  such  as  would  be  caused 
by  the  existence  of  local  woodworking  plants,  are  sold  at  practically 
the  same  price  as  ordinary  pine  logs ;  m  fact,  owing  to  the  greater 
difficulty  of  working  with  the  harder  woods  and  the  poor  temper  of 
tiie  steel  in  the  local  carpenters^  cutting  tools  there  is  actually  a  pref- 
erence for  pine  rather  than  oak  when  offered  at  the  same  price. 

Kealizing  the  opportunity  for  developing  the  business  of  this  port, 
offered  by  introducing  woodworking  industries,  the  Japanese  counp^l 
has  established  an  industrial  school  m  the  Japanese  Settlement  where 
expert  woodworkera  from  Tokyo  are  demonstrating  the  uses  to 
which  the  various  Yalu  hardwoods  may  be  put  in  cabinet  work. 
Hie  results  achieved  are  very  interesting,  as  they  prove  conclusively 
the  suitability  of  the  Yalu  woods  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  fine 
furniture  and  of  small  boxes,  penholders,  etc.  The  beautiful  finishes 
obtained'  on  such  woods  as  bird's-eye  maple  and  walnut  are  fully 
equal  to  the  product  of  a  fine  furniture  manufacturer  in  the  United 
States. 

At  present  this  industrial  school  is  more  or  less  in  the  experimental 
sta^,  but  the  Japanese  consul  hopes  to  enlarge  It  and  is  sanguine  of 
ultimately  obtaining  good  results. 


SGHEDTTIE  OF  CAUFOBNIA-HAWAH  STEAHEBS. 

(Commercioi  Agent  E.  O.  Babbitt,  Snn  Francisco,  Oct,  25.1 

The  Great  Northern  Pacific  Steamship  Co.  has  made  public  its 
schedule  between  California  ports  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  which 
it  intends  putting  into  effect  on  November  26.  The  sailings  so  far 
announced  are : 


Forts. 

Trip  No. 

1 

3 

S 

4 

S 

Nov.  26 

D(w. 

IS 

Jan. 

S 

Jan. 

2S 

Feb.  14 

Nov.  27 

Dec. 

17 

Jan. 

0 

Jan. 

36 

Feb.  IS 

Nov.  27 

Dec. 

17 

Jan. 

e 

Jan. 

» 

Feb.  15 

D«c.  3 

Dec. 

22 

Jan. 

11 

Jan. 

31 

Feb.  aO 

Dec.  » 

Dec 

22 

Jan. 

11 

Jan. 

31 

Feb.  30 

Dec.  S 

Dec. 

23 

Jan. 

12 

Feb. 

1 

Feb,  21 

KASTBOUHO. 

Dec.  e 

Dec 

» 

Jan. 

IS 

Feb. 

4 

Feb.  36 

Dec.  11 

Dec. 

31 

Jan. 

20 

Feb. 

9 

Har.  3 

This  service  will  be  carried  on  by  the  Great  Northern.  "When  the 
steamer  reaches  the  islands  on  its  February  14  trip  it  will  remain  in 
H<Hiolulu  one  week  on  account  of  tlie  Mid-Pacific  Exposition  and 
CamiTal  that  will  then  be  in  progress  in  that  city. 
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TRADE  HESSENOEBS  FBOH  KATI0H8  OAIfiEBIHa  DT  TTBITED 

STATES. 

■  More  than  20  nntions  are  represented  by  visitors  to  the  United 
States  who  are  now  making  their  headquarters  at  the  branch  offices 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  who  are  seek- 
ing new  trade  relations. 

Many  of  these  men  are  members  of  foreign  firms  which  are  prepar- 
ing to  make  purchases  here.  Other?  are  representatives  of  big  com- 
mercial houses  and  offer  unusual  facilities  for  our  manufacturers  to 
establish  agencies  abroad.  Their  earnest  eflForts  to  meet  us  halfway 
in  producing  a  greater  volume  of  trade  with  their  respective  coim- 
tries  are  making  easier  the  progress  of  American  commerce  in  this 
year  of  opportunity. 

Some  of  these  advance  agents  of  busine^  are  not  confining  their 
efforts  to  any  one  section  of  this  country^  for  reports  from  the  several 
branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  furnish  details  of  tours  which  take  in  sev- 
eral of  the  principal  commercial  centers. 

Because  of  the  foreign  visitors  flocking  here,  the  Bureau  is  dealing 
directly  with  buyers  as  well  as  sellers,  and  bringing  both  classes  of 
business  men  together  so  effectively  that  there  are  results — purchases 
of  American  goods  and  the  making  of  contracts  for  agencies  in  other 
countries. 

One  example  serves  to  illustrate  the  character  of  these  important 
developments.   An  agent  from  abroad  who  lias  been  introduced  to 

firms  in  the  United  States  by  one  of  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau 
represents  both  a  wealthy  landowner  in  Central  America,  who  is 
interested  in  numerous  development  projects,  and  a  large  commis- 
sion merchant  who  operates  throughout  Central  America  and  down 
the  west  coast  of  South  America,  with  nn  elaborate  selling  organiza- 
tion. Heretofore  the  commission  merchant  has  represented  only  the 
large  European  manufacturers,  but  they  are  shut  out  of  the  market 
by  the  war  and  he  has  decided  to  push  American  goods. 

Other  interests  represented  are  located  in  Australia.  Russia,  Italy, 
Argentina,  Spain,  India,  China,  Canada,  Japan,  South  Africa,  Bul- 
garia, New  Zealand,  Brazil,  and  several  other  countries.  Each  week 
during  the  present  fall  has  added  to  the  number. 

There  is  wide  variety  in  the  classes  of  goods  sought,  including 
machinery,  leather,  clothing,  the  numerous  lines  maldng  up  the 
stock  of  a  department  store,  textile  products  of  all  sorts,  tools,  and 
many  other  American  manufactures.  Two  visitors  from  Russia 
have  nearly  completed  the  organization  of  a  cooperative  sales  agency 
for  promoting  Kussian  interests.  Their  efforts  were  materially  as- 
sisted by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  At  one 
of  the  branch  offices  a  meeting  to  launch  the  project  was  attended  by 
50  manufacturers. 

The  visit  of  the  Bulgarian  representatives  last  summer  is  an  im- 
portant incident  in  foreign  trade  development,  as  that  country  has 
rarely  ever  made  an  active  canvass  for  American  goods. 

In  all  the  negotiations  that  have  been  conducted  and  in  those  now 
in  progress  the  Bureau  has  earnestly  extended  its  cooperation.  Its 
introductions,  the  agents  report,  have  facilitated  the  transaction  of 
business^  because  of  the  great  confidence  shown  by  bu^ness  men 
here  in  the  foreign  representatives  so  introduced. 
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mPOETS  OF  SUOKEBS'  ABTICIES  DTEO  XATDT  AMERICA. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  smoking  pipes,  cigar  and 
cigarette  holders,  and  other  smokers'  articles  into  some  of  the  Latin 
American  countries  during  the  latest  year  for  wliich  oliicial  statistics 
are  available,  also  the  value  of  the  imports  from  the  piincipal  coun- 
tries supplying  the  trade : 


[Argentine  pcsobSCS  cents;  ChUean  peso— dG.5  ceats:  Brazilian  paper  mllrels,  1812,^ 

32.44i  cents.] 


Total. 

TTnltod 
States. 

Oermonj. 

Austria- 
Hungary. 

France. 

Italy. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Ptmu. 
67,311 
108,782 

113,326 

Pesos. 
42 

Petot. 
31,2R2 
29,850 

63,165 

Petet. 
1,473 

Pan. 
12,693 
90,103 

8,199 

Pesos. 
27,166 
«,740 

Fetoi. 
4,344 
6,641 

s,7n 

1,854 

27,723 

WIS  

6,617 

CBILB, 

Cigar  and  cigarette  bidders  and 
pipes,  of  wood: 

12,909 
7;624 

e,58a 

%363 

6,385 
4,784 

5,605 
3,503 

334 

1,584 
• 

3,384 
2,169 

198 

144 

CIgHetU)  bolden,  of  robber  and 
oeUi^Id: 

885 

3,080 
8,748 

glass,  porcelain,  etc.:  ' 

wis:  

3,433 

60 

1,7SS 
20O 

i,m 

100 

U 

cigar  and  oixarett*  bolders  and 
i^MB.  of  meersBhaamand  Its 
bnltatioas: 

m4  

910 

160 

780 

(%ar  and  elgarette  b<ridei9,  of 
amber  and  Its  Imltatiois: 

^983 
2,646 

1,934 

794 

264 

£20 

100 

740 

1,286 

BUHL. 

Pipes,  cigar  and  <dgarfltte  bold- 
en, and  other  smokers' 
articles: 
»13  

MOreU, 

iflfrdt, 
S2S 

mirttt. 

mirelt, 

paper 
210,783 

MibtU, 

ifOrett, 
^UlS 

^^a4 

cigar  and  cigarette  bolders 

Dotlan. 
9,331 

DoBsrt. 
GOO 

Dallm. 
4,750 

Doltan. 
310 

i^oBors. 
1,246 

SoUors. 
2,457 

The  imports  of  pipes  and  cigarette  holders  of  different  kinds  into 
Peru  during  1913  were  valued  at  about  $1,800,  of  whicJi  Germany 
supplied  the  larger  portion.  The  imports  into  Venezuela  during  the 
year  ended  June  30, 1914,  were  valued  at  only  1,427  bolivars  (^75). 


Capital  invested  in  manufactures  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  accord- 
ing to  the  preliminary  statement  for  1915  from  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  has  increased  from  $4,242,000  to  $7,650,000  dur- 
ing the  five  years  since  the  last  census,  a  gain  of  80.3  per  cent.  There 
is  a  considerable  increase  in  other  items  relating  to  manufactures. 
In  the  order  of  their  importance  from  the  percentage  standpoint 
these  are:  Salaries,  93.6  per  cent;  primary  horsepower,  46.7;  value 
added  by  manufacture,  38.4;  value  of  products,  81^;  wages,  27.9; 
wage  earners,  26.3;  and  materials,  24.3  per  cent. 
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irS£  OP  ELECTBICAL  SUPPLIES  AT  TSlHOTAir. 

[CoDBQl  Willys  B.  Peck,  TBlngtav,  Cbtna,  Sept.  18.1 

When  Tsingtau  was  occupied  by  the  Japanese  and  British  forces 
on  November  7,  1914,  the  military  authorities  took  over  the  electric- 
light  works.  No  purchases  of  supplies  were  permitted  except  from 
the  Government.  This  monopoly  has  been  continued,  and  stocks  arc 
replenished  by  public  tender. 

There  are  two  dynamos  of  170  kilowatts  capacity,  and  one  of  410, 
while  a  third,  of  1,000  kilowatts,  is  being  ordered  from  Japan  to 
provide  for  extension  of  the  service  to  the  suburbs.  The  works 
employ  a  staff  of  about  103  men  and  the  monthly  receipts  from  sale 
of  current  are  about  $2,500. 

Tlie  fixed  charge  per  lamp  ranges  from  41  cents  per  month  for  a 
10-candlepower  lamp  to  $1.85  for  one  of  400  candlepower.  The 
charge  per  kilowatt  ranges  from  9  cents  for  a  total  consumption  per 
month  of  less  than  50  kilowatts  to  half  that  rate  when  more  than  400 
are  consumed.  There  are  also  minimum  charges  per  number  of 
lamps  for  each  subscriber.  Current  for  motors  is  charged  for  on 
a  sliding  scale,  ranging  from  $2.68  per  month  per  horsepower  to 
$2.16.  Bent  must  be  paid  for  meters,  as  all  of  them  belong  to  the 
Government. 

Two  Eleetrlo-Llgfat  Plants  Maintained. 

Two  electric-light  plants  are  located  at  Syfang  and  the  Hungshan 
coal  mines,  respectively,  the  former  in  the  Shantung  Railway's  car 
shops,  and  the  latter  in  the  railway*s  mines.  The  dynamos  in 
Tsingtau  supply  alteniating  current  with  a  frequency  of  50  and  a 
voltage  of  120. 

There  are  no  firms  in  Tsingtau  dealing  exclusively  in  electrical 
apparatus.  The  Government  purchases  supplies  through  public 
tender.  A  quantity  of  American  lamps  were  purchased  recently. 
Several  hundred  meters,  it  is  rumored,  will  be  advertised  for  shortly, 
but  the  short  period  elapsing  between  the  public  invitation  for 
tenders  and  the  date  when  they  must  be  handed  in — generally  three 
weeks  or  a  month — allows  time  only  for  local  bids.  The  time 
allowed  for  delivery  generally  makes  it  necessary  that  goods  supplied 
shall  be  taken  from  stocks  in  the  Orient. 

Japanese  Goods  Becelve  Freferenee.  . 

The  general  understanding  is  that  in  Government  purchases  Jap- 
anese goods  shall  receive  the  preference,  other  considerations  being 
equal,  but  the  officer  in  charge  of  purchases  of  electrical  materials 
expresses  a  lively  desire  that  as  much  competition  shall  be  developed 
as  possible,  especially  as  it  is  conceded  that  in  certain  lines  foreign 
markets  must  be  entered. 

The  field  for  the  use  of  electrically  driven  machinery  in  Tsingtau 
in  normal  times  is  to  be  found  in  cotton  presses,  wool  cleaning  and 
packing  machinery,  egg-products  factories,  a  hat  factory,  etc.,  but 
at  the  present  time  these  concerns  are  not  running  and  their  number 
at  all  times  has  been  restricted,  thus  limiting  the  demand.  Except 
for  the  railway  car  shops  and  tlie  Government  shipyard,  there  are 
no  large  metal-working  factori^ 
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EZPOBTS  07  CEDBATS  FBOK  OKEECE  A  HEW  HOVEHENT. 

[Vice  Consul  C.  M.  Corafa,  Athens,  BepL  28.] 

Present  conditions  have  made  the  port  of  Piraeus  for  the 
first  time  an  important  shippin;>;  center  for  cedrats,  which  formerly 
reached  consumers  through  various  foreign  ports. 

The  cedrat  is  a  citrus  fruit  used  by  orthodox  Hebrews  at  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Feast  of  Tents,  following  Atonement  Day,  and  plays 
an  important  part  in  the  ceremonies.  Owing  to  the  increasing  dini- 
enlty  with  which  good  specimens  are  procured,  the  closing  of  cer- 
tain former  sources  of  supply,  and  the  hi«rh  prices  demanded,  much 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  Grecian  cedrat. 

The  tree  itself  is  a  variety  of  the  Citrus  mediccL,  bearing  a  large 
•  fruit,  not  acid,  and  having  a  high  and  agreeable  perfume.  The  tree 
is  about  the  same  size  as  the  Mandarin  orange.  The  greatest  care  is 
necessary  for  the  proper  development  of  the  cedrat  iniit  from  the 
time  of  blooming  to  the  moment  of  picking,  which  takes  place  about 
the  last  of  July.  After  the  bud  has  appeared,  all  surrounding  thorns 
are  removed  from  the  branch,  even  the  nearest  leaves  are  removed, 
and  the  young  fruit  is  wrapped  loosely  in  flax  lint,  lest  it  be  marred 
hy  a  scratch  or  blemish.  For  religious  purposes  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  fruit  be  perfectly  smooth  and  without  ex- 
crescence. The  stamens  are  an  important  part  in  the  sentimental 
value  of  the  fniit  and  must  be  preserved  intact.  When  mature  the 
cedrat  is  packed  carefully  in  individual  compartments  of  a  specially 
constructed  box,  each  tiny  compartment  lined  with  flax  lint,  in  which 
condition  it  is  ready  for  the  buyer. 

Cedrat  groves  are  located  on  slopes  where  the  winter  winds  are  cut 
off  by  protecting  peaks  and  where- the  temperature  does  not  go  too 
low,  for  the  slightest  frost  withers  the  stamens,  rendering  the  fruit 
no  longer  suitable  for  religious  purposes,  and  its  value  drops  to  the 
common  quotation  ranging  between  3  and  5  cents  apiece,  while  the 
perfect  fruit  retails  for  from  $0.C0  to  $2  each. 

The  use  of  the  cedrat  in  religious  celebrations  dates,  according  to 
tradition,  from  a  period  near  the  Babylonian  captivity,  and  its  use 
is  zealously  adhered  to  by  orthodox  Hebrews  in  various  parts  of  the 
world.  Each  member  of  the  congregation  is  supposed  to  possess  on 
the  ceremonial  day  at  least  one  perfect  specimen  of  the  fruit,  without 
fleck  or  blemish,  and  retaining  the  stamen. 

Until  the  outbreak  of  the  present  war,  Trieste  was  the  greatest 
cedrat  market  of  this  section  of  the  world,  but  the  closing  of  that  port 
has  shifted  the  market  center  to  PirEcus,  whence  a  large  export  is 
developing  from  the  increased  production  which  has  tdken  place  in 
the  cedrat  groves  in  the  districts  of  Parga  and  Chimera  in  northern 
Epirus,  on  account  of  the  blockade  of  the  Syrian  coast,  whence  a 
large  amount  of  the  crop  was  formerly  sent  to  Trieste. 

Competent  ecclesiastical  authorities  pronounce  the  Chimera  cedrats, 
grown  in  New  Greece,  to  be  the  best  in  the  world  for  religious  pur- 
poses, ih%  excellence  of  which  variety  is  said  to  be  due  to  a  secret 
process  of  cultivation,  which  is  jealously  guarded  by  its  fortunate 
possessors. 

Two  shipments  of  cedrats  were  made  from  this  district  recently, 
totaling  3,793.99  pounds,  valued  at  $3,480.10,  indicating  the  very  high 
prices  orraght  by  this  fruit. 
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FOBEIOK  TBABE  OPPOSTUHlTJifiS. 

[Where  addresses  ar«  omitted  thejr  maj  be  obtained  from  tlie  Borean  and  Its  kvaack 

oMcea.] 

Barley,  No.  19086. — An  American  consular  officer  In  nOTtbern  Africa  r^rts 
that  a  man  In  tils  dlRtrlct  ilosires  to  communicate  with  American  exporters 
of  barley  who  are  able  to  make  cargo  quotutlonn  In  Italian  lire,  c.  i.  f. 
destination,  on  telegraplilc  Inquiry,  with  48  to  72  hours  option.  Gwrre- 
spondence  may  be  in  EnglUb.   Samples  should  be  sent  with  first  letter. 

Cotton  machinery.  No.  19087. — The  Bureau  is  informed  by  an  American  con- 
sular officer  in  Russia  tliat  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  cotton  machinery.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Gfenertzl  agency.  No.  1908S. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  writes  that 
a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  sell  on  commission  for  American  flrm% 
men's  furnishings,  hardware,  electrical  lamps,  dentists'  supplies,  toilet  * 
articles,  shoes,  office  supplies,  printing  paper,  food  supplies,  etc.  Catalogues 
and  samples  should  be  sent  Reference  Is  given. 

Vndenvear  and  hosiery.  No.  190S9. — Kn  Araprlcan  consular  officer  in  the  United 
Kln^om  reports  that  n  mauufncturei-s'  ngent  In  his  district  desires  to  act 
In  that  capacity  for  an  American  manufacturer  of  women's  undcrclothiog, 
children's  outfitting,  and  other  dry  goods.   Reference  is  given. 

Optical  supplies,  No.  19090. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  transmits 
the  name  of  a  firm  in  that  country  which  <lesires  to  establish  connections 
with  American  manufacturers  of  lenses,  frames,  and  cases. 

Ice  boxes.  No.  19001. — An  American  consular  officer  In  a  Ifcdlterranean  port 
writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  is  In  the  market  for  Ice  boxes  or  small 
refrigerators  of  the  simplest  type  and  of  ratlier  cheap  constructlcm,  at  a 
price  which  will  enable  the  firm  to  retail  them  for  not  over  $15. 

Dairy  machinery  and  appliances,  No.  19002. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In 
India  transmits  the  name  of  a  firm  wiiich  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  of  dairy  machinery  and  appliances. 

Cotton,  yam,  dry  goods,  vmbrellas,  etc..  No.  10003. — The  Burean  Is  Informed 
by  an  American  consular  officer  In  China  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires 
to  establish  conner-tlons  with  American  oxiwrters  of  raw  cotton,  cotton 
yarn,  cotton  i)lee<>  gixHls,  silk  trimmings,  ribbons  and  laccs.  unda^vear, 
umbrellas  and  umbrella  parts,  and  kerosene  oil  lamps,  lamp  globes  and 
shades.   Correspondence  may  be  In  Kngllsh  or  German. 

Wagons  and  carts,  No.  10094, — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  South  America 
reports  a  possible  market  in  lifs  (listrict  for  wajrons  and  carts  for  drayage 
pur)>oses.  Catalogues  showing  cuts  and  prices  should  be  sent,  particularly 
of  the  low-bed  type.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English  but  Portuguese  is 
preferred. 

Knife-clcening  machine.  No.  10005.— A  man  In  the  United  Kingdom  wrltes-the 
Bureau  that  he  wishes  to  establish  connections  with  an  American  firm 
whicl)  will  purchase  or  undertake  to  promote  the  sale  of  a  knife-cleaning 
machine.  An  llluslratlou  of  the  machine  has  been  forwarded  and  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  73.) 

Coal,  No.  10090. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that  a  firm 
In  his  district  desires  prices  for  charter  shipments,  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or 
other  water  points,  on  coal.   Statements  of  analyses  should  be  sent 

Zinc  plates,  pyrolusile,  and  graphite,  No.  1909T. — A  business  man  in  Norway 
desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
zinc  plates,  No.  12,  0.65  mm.  thick ;  No.  7,  0.S5  mm.  thick,  or  No.  6,  0.3  mm. 
thick;  corrugated  zinc  plates  for  use  on  washboards,  No.  7,  plates  to  be 
1  by  2}  meters;  pyrolusite  containing  90  to  95  per  cent  oxygen;  and  pul- 
vcrlze<l  graphite,  free  from  Iron  and  otlier  particles.  Quotations  are  de-- 
i^red  c.  1.  f.  destination. 

Brass  tubca.  No.  19098. — An  inquiry  has  been  received  by  the  Bureau  from 
Argentina  for  quotations  on  400  brass  tubes,  0.035  millimeter  Internal  and 
0.0^  millimeter  external  dimensions,  2.60  meters  l^ag.  Quotations  should 
be  made  f .  o.  b.  New  York  or  other  water  points. 
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meclrical  goods.  No.  1909».— The  commprclnl  nttnelifi  of  tlie  Department  of 
Commerce  in  China  writes  that  a  firm  In  that  country  desires  to  establish 
connections  with  American  manufa(tni*ers  of  electrical  wires,  fixtures, 
batteries,  and  lumps  of  the  cheaper  class. 

AutomohOe*,  No.  19100.— One  of  the  commercial  attaches  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  rei>orts  a  possible  market  for  200  automobile  trucks  in  Spain. 

Parquet  flooring.  No.  19101.— A  business  firm  in  the  Unltetl  States  transmits 
the  mime  of  a  firm  in  Argentina  wlifeli  desires  to  be  put  In  touch  with 
American  manufactun?rs  of  parquet  floorlnj;.  Samples  should  be  sent  by 
parcels  post,  with  quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 

Qmeral  agcney.  No.  19102.— A  man  in  Spain  writes  the  Bureau  that  he  desires 
to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  firms  with  a  view  to 
representing  them  In  that  country. 

Surgical  and  medical  instruments  and  apparatuses.  No.  19103.— A  firm  la 
Russia  requests  the  names  of  American-  firms  manufacturing  or  dealing  lii 
physical,  surgical,  and  medical  instruments  and  apparatuses,  Instruments 
and  utensils  for  chemical  laboratories,  instruments  for  geod^y  and  draw- 
ing, spectacles,  glasses,  and  frames  for  spectacles.  Correspondence  should 
be  in  Russian. 

OenertU  agency,  No.  19104. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  England  transmits  the  name  of  a  man  who  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  firms  Interested  In  establishing  Importing  agen- 
cies In  Europe.   The  man  does  not  specify  any  particular  line. 

Windlasses  and  winrhcs.  No.  19105. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price 
lists  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  windlasses  and 
winches. 

Bones,  No.  10106. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  an  American  consular  ofUcer  !n 
France  that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  the  purciuise  of 
large  quantities  of  bones  for  the  manufacture  of  buttons,  glue,  and  fer- 
tiliser. The  firm  desires  to  pay  about  ¥25.09,  c.  1.  f.  destination. 

E^ctrio  torches.  No.  19107.— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Unltnl  King- 
dom reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  is  desirous  of  importing  electric 
torches,  particularly  vulcanized  torches  complete  with  cup  and  lens,  sizes 
IJ  inches  by  5  inches,  IJ  Inches  by  6i  inches,  and  li  Inches  by  8|  Inches. 
Descriptive  literature  should  be  sent  with  quotations. 

GFZcu«  and  hottles.  No.  19108. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  In  France  tranranlts  the  name  of  a  man  who  desires  to  establish 
connections  with  American  manufacturers  of  glass  bottles  and  glass  of  all 
kinds. 

Drugs,  pharmaceutical,  surgical,  and  medical  supplies,  No.  19109. — An  American 
consular  officer  in  India  writes  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  firms  dealing  in  drugs,  pharmaceutical,  surgical, 
and  medical  appliances  and  supplies. 

Agricultural  machinery.  No.  1D110. — The  Bureau  is  Informed  by  an  American 
consular  otficer  in  France  tliat  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery. 

Textiles,  No.  10111.— An  American  consular  ofAcer  In  South  Africa  transmits 
the  name  of  a  manufacturers*  agent  who  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  cotton  dress  goods,  hosiery,  household  linens  and  cotton 
goods,  cottondales  and  cotton  duck.  Correspondence,  as  well  as  catalogues 
and  [Vice  lists,  may  be  In  English. 

Ohemicalit  No.  19112.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland  reports 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  firms  who 
are  in  a  position  to  deliver  benzol,  aniline,  phenol,  salicylic  add,  acetic  acid, 
Mnnatb,  borax,  zenzo  napbttri,  iodine,  methylabohol,  cocaine,  and  atr^hlntt, 
Beto«Dce  Is  glveo.  Correspwdence  may  be  in  English. 
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TEXTn^-KAinTFACTUBIHG  COHFAKIES  IH  BI^SSIA. 

,  ICoasnl  General  John  11.  Snodgrara,  Moscow,  Sept.  18.) 

An  article  in  the  industrial  press  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  ^ares  of  Bussian  textile-manufacturing  enterprises  are  mostly 
in  firm  hands.  Until  recently  the  influence  of  banks  in  these  con- 
cerns was  small,  and  their  paper  values  (stocks)  circulated  only  in 
a  limited  number  on  Russian  stock  exchanges.  The  official  bulletin 
of  the  Petroerad  Stock  Exchange  contains  the  names  of  shares  of 
textiie-mnnufacturing  enterprises,  the  aggregate  capital  of  which 
amounts  to  93^00,000  rubles  ($48,000,000),  against  82,900,000  rubles 
($43,000,000)  on  January  1,  1913.  Thus  the  capital  of  23  textile- 
manufacturing  companies  quoted  on  the  Petrograd  Stock  Exchange 
has  augmented  by  10,400,000  rubles  ($5,400,000)  in  more  than  two  and 
a  half  years,  and  during  this  time  no  shares  of  new  com^anira  hare 
been  added  to  the  stock  exchange  quotation  list.  The  capital  of  con- 
cerns in  other  industrial  lines  has  grown  rapidly,  especially  those  in 
which  the  banks  and  the  stock  exchanges  are  interested. 

Of  the  23  textile-manufacturing  concerns,  the  stoclcs  of  which  are 
quoted  on  the  Petrograd  Exchange,  14,  with  a  capital  of  $29,700,000. 
are  in  the  Petrograd  district;  4,  with  a  capital  or  $11,200,000,  are  in 
Iceland;  3,  with  a  capital  of  $4,900,000,  are  in  the  Moscow  district; 
1,  with  a  capital  of  $1,200,000,  is  in  Beval;  and  1,  with  a  capital  of 
$1,000,000,  is  in  Saratof. 

In  1914  no  business  was  transacted  in  the  shares  of  16  of  these  en- 
terprises, and  there  were  very  small  transactions  in  shares  of  the 
other  7,  though  textile-manufacturing  concerns  are  among  the  most 
profitable  in  Bussia. 

HTDBOELECTBIO  DEVEtOPHENT  ABROAD. 

American  consular  officers  in  various  foreign  countries  have,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  submitted  exhaustive  reviews  of  the  Iiydroelectric 
development  and  the  outlook  for  augmented  sales  of  electrical  ma- 
terials and  supplies  in  their  respective  districts.  A  few  of  these 
articles  have  been  published  in  Commerce  Kepobts,  but  the  series  is 
so  extensive  that  publication  of  all  the  reports  submitted  was  im- 
practicable. 

For  this  reason  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
arranged  to  place  the  unpublished  manuscripts  in  the  industrial  cen- 
ters of  the  United  States,  where  they  could  be  inspected  by  manu- 
facturers and  exporters,  and  two  sets  of  these  manuscripts  have 
already  been  distributed  in  this  way.  Additional  reports  have  since 
been  received  from  consular  officers,  and  these,  known  as  Hydro- 
electrical  Scries  No.  3,  will  be  made  a^'ailable  to  interested  firms  in 
the  same  manner. 


Sranch  Offices  of  the  Borean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  Tork,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  TTnited 
States  CnstomltouEe;  Chicago,  B04  Federal  Building;  St.  LoqIb,  402  Third  National 
Bank  Building;  Atlanta.  521  Post  Office  Bnlldlng;  New  Orleans,  lOSO  Hibemla 
Bank  Building;  San  Franeisco,  306  TTnited  States  Cnstomtaonu;  Seattle,  9SS  Alaska 
Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Cincin- 
nati, Chamber  of  Commerce;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  FhlladelpUai  Chamber  of  Commeroe, 
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CEDTESE  aOVEENlCEKT  THANXS  AMERICAN  OFFICIALS. 

The  Chinese  Minister  at  Washington  has  conveyed  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  the  thanks  of  his  Government  for  the  courtesies 
and  attentions  shown  by  American  officials  to  the  members  of  the 
Honorary  Commercial  Commission  of  China  during  its  recent  visit 
to  the  United  States. 

[The  visit  of  this  commission  last  spring  attracted  much  nttentlon,  and  many 
notices  concerning  it — Its  membership,  Itinerary,  etc. — appeare<l  in  Couuebce 
ItepoBTS  at  the  time.  Later  the  secretary  of  the  commission  wrote  to  the 
Bareau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  (see  Coumebce  Reports  for  Sept. 
8,  1015),  voicing  an  enthusiastic  opinion  regarding  the  outlook  for  augmented 
trade  between  the  two  liepubllcs  as  an  outcome  of  the  commission's  tour.] 


COIOMBUN  OFFICIALS  TO  STUDY  AMERICAN  SCHOOLS. 

The  Minister  of  Colombia,  at  Washington,  has  informed  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce  that  Senores  Don  Antonia  Borda  C.  and 
Don  Juan  A.  Montoya  B.  have  been  appointed  by  the  Colombian 
Government  as  its  special  agents  to  study  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial institutions  in  the  United  States. 


FLOOD  DAMAGE  IK  MEXICAN  STATE. 

[Consul  A.  J.  LeBpioasse,  Frontera,  Tabasco,  Oct.  16.] 

A  violent  gale,  accompanied  by  torrential  rains,  visited  the  State 
of  Tabasco  on  October  8,  causing  the  rivers  to  overflow  their  banks 
and  inundate  the  surrounding  country.  It  is  feared  that  the  damage 
to  banana  plantations  will  be  unusually  heavy,  as  many  of  the  planta- 
tions have  oeen  under  water  for  three  to  five  days.  Unless  the  flood 
recedes  rapidly  and  the  weather  becomes  cooler  the  plants  will  rot 
and  the  fruit  become  unmarketable.  It  is  now  roughly  estimated 
that  the  decrease  in  banana  production  will  be  50  per  cent  up  to 
March,  1916;  if  no  further  damage  occurs  in  the  meantime,  produc- 
tion should  gradually  return  to  normal  after  that  date. 
.  The  loss  of  human  lives  has  been  small,  but  suffering  among  the 
Indian  farmers  will  be  keen,  as  they  have  lost  nil  their  crops  and 
many  of  them  are  homeless.  The  loss  of  cattle  will  be  high,  many 
having  died  from  starvation  and  expc^ure,  while  others  were  carried 
away  oy  the  swollen  sbivams  and  drowned. 
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niFBOTED  CONSinOHS  DT  THE  COTTOK  BELT. 

[Prepared  In  the  Atlanta  office  ot  the  Borean  of  Foreign  ud  Domestle  Commerce,  Oct.  22.] 

Considering  the  depressed  conditions  previtiling  throughout  the 
cotton  belt  in  the  fall  of  1914  and  spring  of  1915,  occasioned  hj  the 
impossibility  of  moving  last  year's  recora  cotton  crop,  the  return  to 
prosperity  which  the  bouth  is  now  enjoying  is  truly  remarkable. 
Cotton  is  moving,  the  farmers  are  receiving  double  the  price  paid 
them  last  year,  and  cotton  experts  state  that  the  cost"  of  production 
has  been  lowered  to  such  an  extent  that  the  grower's  profit  now  ap- 
proximates $50  per  bale.  The  price  of  cotton  a  year  ago  made 
it  impossible  for  planters  to  clear  o£f  their  indebtedness  for  fertilizer 
and  other  supplies,  but  the  more  satisfactory  price  now  prevailing 
has  afforded  them  considerable  relief  in  this  respect.  The  campaign 
for  diversification  of  crops  resulted  in  some  ^ood,  as  many  fields  that 
heretofore  produced  only  cotton,  this  year  yielded  a  good  supply  of 
truck. 

Last  year  at  this  time  many  cotton  mills  were  on  short  time,  but 
conditions  have  so  far  adjusted  themselves  that  most  of  them  are  con- 
tinually busy  and  some  are  running  overtime.  Optimistic  of  future 
business,  many  mills  are  making  extensive  purchases  of  machinery 
and  equipment.  A  southern  representative  of  one  of  the  large  manu- 
facturers of  textile  machinery  recently  stated  that  cotton-machinery 
builders  have  done  bigger  business  this  year  than  in  any  year  since 
1907.  Again,  one  of  the  largest  jobbers  of  hardware  and  mill  sup- 
plies in  the  South  is  responsible  for  the  statement  that  dui-ing  the 
past  two  weeks  he  has  handled  more  equipment  and  mill  supplies 
than  in  any  two  months  since  the  first  of  the  year. 
Bnlldin;  and  Industrial  AotWity — Bank  Clearanoes. 

Building  op>erations  are  on  the  increase.  Comparing  September, 
1915,  with  tne  corresponding  month  of  .  1914,  statistics  show  that 
improvement  in  this  industry  has  been  general.  Among  the  southern 
cities  Atlanta  made  the  largest  gain  for  the  period  stated — 281  per 
cent. 

The  iron  and  steel  foundries  are  all  busy  with  both  domestic  and 
f  orei^  orders. 

Hosiery  manufacturers  throughout  the  South  are  doing  a  tremen- 
dous business.  Numbers  of  them  state  that  they  are  soldfar  ahead, 
or,  as  one  important  company  expresses  it,  "  too  far  oversold  to  enter- 
tain any  further  orders  until  July  next  or  perhaps  later."  Another 
company  made  the  statement  that  it  was  not  interested  in  further 
orders,  as  it  had  more  than  it  could  handle. 

The  bank  clearings  for  Atlanta  for  tiie  week  ending  October  8, 
1915,  which  may  be  taken  as  indicative  of  improved  financial  con- 
ditions throughout  the  cotton  belt,  showed  an  increase  of  nearly  5 
per  cent  over  the  clearings  for  the  corresponding  week  of  1914,  which 
IS  a  gain  of  nearly  $1,000,000  a  day  for  each  day  of  the  week. 


A  boiler  which  is  described  as  a  "tubeless  rapid  steam  generator," 
employing  oil  as  fuel,  is  the  subject  of  a  circular,  with  accompany- 
ing blue-print  diagram  and  illustrations,  which  has  been  forwarded 
by  Commercial  Attach^  A.  H.  Baldwin  at  London.  The  descriptive 
material  will  be  loaned  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Befer  to  file  Ko.  799. 
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LABGEB  KABEETS  FOB  AMEBICAA  LDTOIEITH  AND  OILCLOTH. 

American  manufacturers  of  lineoleums  and  oilcloth,  whose  an- 
nual product  doubled  in  a  decade — from  $11,403,000  in  1899  to 
$23,339,000  in  1909 — now  have  unusual  opportunities  for  the  sale 
of  their  goods.  Imports  of  this  class  have  fallen  off  more  than  one- 
half,  while  exports  have  increased  nearly  one-half  in  the  first  eight 
months  of  the  current  year  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding 
iferiod  of  1914.  These  facts  are  disclosed  by  statements  published 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  the  August 
"  Summary  of  Foreign  Commerce." 

Usually  our  imports  of  linoleum  and  oilcloth  are  double  in  value 
our  exports  of  that  class,  but  the  balance  of  trade  in  this  commodity 
has  now  shifted  to  the  export  side.  For  recent  periods  the  com- 
parative imports  and  exports  have  stood  as  follows: 


Calendar  year. 

Imports. 

Exportg. 

2,oia,ooo 

1, 740, 000 

596,000 

«263,000 

52n,noo 

615,000 
«26,000 

Our  present  rate  of  exportation  of  linoleum  and  oilcloth  is  thus 
about  $1,000,000  per  annum,  or  far  below  the  annual  sales  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Germany. 

In  normal  years  the  United  Kingdom's  exports  of  linoleum  and 
oilcloth  have  averaged  about  $12,000,000  per  annum,  and  of  that 
amount  she  has  been  sending  from  $1,000,000  to  $1,500,000  worth  to 
the  United  States.  The  remainder  has  gone  chiefly  to  Europe,  al- 
though shipments  are  recorded  to  all  grand  divisions.  Prior  to  the 
war  Germany  was  selling  us  more  than  $500,000  worth  annually  and 
sending  goodly  amounts  to  South  America  and  other  sections,  her 
total  exports  of  tliese  articles  approximating  $5,000,000  a  year. 

American  exports  of  oilcloth  and  linoleum,  while  relatively  small, 
are  finding  their  way  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  largest  outlets 
have  been  Canada,  England,  Cuba,  Australia,  and  the  Philippine 
Islands.  Other  promising  fields  are  Argentina,  India,  and  various 
countries  of  Central  and  South  America  and  the  nonmanufacturing 
countries  of  Europe,  Detailed  information  regarding  the  amount 
sent  to  each  country  is  published  in  tabic  5,  "  Exports  of  domestic 
mercliandise,  1910-1914,"  sold  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Washington^  D.  C,  and  by  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Conmierce  located  at  New  York,  Boston,  Chicago,  St. 
Louis,  New  Orleans,  Atlanta,  San  Francisco,  and  Seattle  for  the 
nominal  sum  of  35  cents.  Table  3,  containing  sources  of  our  im- 
ported oilcloth,  is  likewise  sold  for  30  cents. 

That  South  America  has  resuined  her  nonnal  demand  for  agri- 
cultural implements  from  the  United  States  is  shown  by  recent  ex- 
port statistics.  Large  consignments  of  iron  and  steel  have  also  been 
shipped  lately  to  South  .^nerica,  while  the  exports  of  tin  plate 
from  the  United  States  to  South  America  during  the  summer  of  1915 
show  an  enormous  increase  over  those  of  last  year  for  the  correspond 
ing  peridd.- 
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POSSIBILITIES  FOB  AUBIGAK-IEASE  DEWAB  FLASKS. 

There  appears  to  be  no  good  reason  why  American  manufactTirers 
of  vacuum  f^Iasswnre  should  not  extend  their  line  to  include  Dewar 
vacuum  flasks,  which  are  extensively  used  for  scientific  purposes  in 
this  country.  The  Bureau  of  Standards  requires  annually  a  con- 
siderable number  of  these  llas^,  which  have  alwa^rs  had  to  be  im- 
ported specially;  other  scientific  bureaus  of  the  United  States  Gov^ 
emment  are  large  users  thereof,  and  schools,  colleges,  and  othAr 
laboratories  throughout  the  country,  form  a  market, 

Dewar  flasks  are  similar  to  thermos  bottles  and  others  of  like  form, 
which  are  at  present  made  with  entire  success  in  this  country.  Those 
most  used  in  scientific  work  are  larger  than  thermos  bottles,  and  there 
is  more  of  a  demand  for  spherical  flasks,  while  most  thermos  bottles 
are  cylindrical;  otherwise  there  is  no  distinction  between  the  two 
lines  of  products. 

A  comparison  of  prices  of  the  imported  flasks,  even  free  of  duty, 
with  the  commercial  schedule  of  prices  of  thermos  bottles  of  the 
same  size  warrants  the  belief  that  a  permanent  business  in  this  line 
could  be  established  in  the  United  States  that  would  not  have  to  yield 
to  foreign  competition  upon  the  resumption  of  normal  trade  con- 
ditions. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  stands  ready  to  furnish  to  any  American 
manufacturer  who  may  be  interested  more  detailed  specifications 
concerning  Dewar  vacuum  flasks,  and  it  is  willing  to  place  a  trial 
order  with  one  or  more  firms  if  a  suitable  price  arrangement  can 
be  made. 

PWNCE  HTTPEET'S  BIO  DEY  DOCK  TESTED. 

[Vice  CoDsat  IrrlDg  N.  Llonell,  Prince  Bnpert,  British  Columbia,  Oct.  7.] 

The  official  test  of  the  dry  dock  and  ship-repair  plant  at  Prince 
Bupert  has  been  made,  and  it  has  been  pronounced  ready  for  work. 
This  plant  was  built  by  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway,  and  was 
projected  by  the  late  President  Charles  M.  Hays,  of  that  company. 

The  completed  plant  consists  of  a  20,000-ton  floating  dry  dock, 
the  second  largest  on  this  continent;  carpenter  shop;  shipbuilding 
shed  and  launching  platform ;  machine  shop ;  boiler  and  blacksmith 
shop,  and  foundry.  There  is  also  a  concrete  power  house,  with  boil- 
ers of  2,400  horsepower,  and  two  1,000 -kilowatt  turbo-generators, 
together  with  an  air  compressor  having  a  capacity  of  1,500  cubic 
feet  per  minute. 

The  floating  dry  dock  is  made  up  of  three  parts,  which  will  fit 
together  in  any  combination,  or  may  be  operated  separately  and  at 
the  same  time.  By  a  special  link-and-pin  device,  any  pontoon  is 
easily  removable  for  examination  or  repair. 

A  steel  derrick,  capable  of  lifting  60  tons,  is  installed  for  the  pur- 
pcse  of  handling  heavy  lifts  into  and  out  of  ships,  and  is  used  as 
well  for  handling  heavy  commercial  freight  for  the  railway.  Trav- 
eling cranes  are  installed  in  all  the  shops  as  well  as  in  tne  power 
house. 


Consul  John  A.  Gamon  reports  that  on  the  basis  of  the  rate  of  ex- 
change at  Puerto  Cortes  during  September  the  value  of  the  Honduran 
silver  peso  was  35.5  cents  gold,  representing  a  premium  of  181.69. 
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AHGIENT  HAWADAK  TAPA  BESiaNS  BEVIVBD. 

[A.  P.  Taylop,  correBpondeot,  HoDolalu,  Oct.  8.] 

The  art  of  making  fiber  cloth,  as  practiced  by  the  Hawaiians  up  to 
the  period  when  the  New  England  missionaries  arrived  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands — 1820 — is  now  almost  a  lost  art,  and  except  for  a 
large,  but  exceedii^Ly  rare  collection  on  display  behind  glass  at  the 
Bishop  Museum,  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  tapas  are  now  regarded  as  ex- 
pensive relics. 

Ta[>as  stiU  continue  to  come  into  the  market  from  Samoa  and  from 
Tahiti,  and  are  bought  by  travelers  as  Hawaiian  tapas.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  tapa  fiber  cloth  is  no  longer  made  in  Hawaii. 

In  ancient  days  Hawaiians  made  their  tapas  from  wood  fiber 
which,  with  water  added,  was  reduced  to  a  pulp.  To  make  it  into 
cloth,  the  water  was  squeezed  from  the  pulpy  mass,  which  was  then 
placed  upon  smooth  logs  and  beaten  with  specially  prepared  sticks. 
In  this  way  the  mass  was  gradually  worked  out  into  large  thin 
sheets,  and  when  di'y  was  of  the  consistency  of  papyrus  or  smooth, 
stiff  paper. 

The  Hawaiians  carved  designs  on  heavy  wood  sticks,  and  with  pig- 
ment secured  from  sea  mosses,  ground  ochre,  and  plants,  the  designs 
were  stamped  into  the  wet  fiber.  These  designs  were  somewhat 
crude,  but  quite  effective.  After  the  arrival  of  the  missionaries  some 
of  the  designs  were  copied  from  gingham  and  calico  cloths  brought 
from  New  England.  Tapas  were  used  not  only  as  clothing  but  as 
bedspreads.  When  piled  6,  7,  and  10  deep  they  lormed  an  extremely 
comfortable  couch. 

An  American  girl,  born  in  Hawaii,  who  recently  finished  four 
years'  work  at  an  Amei'ican  college,  where  she  studied  under  one  of 
the  foremost  teachers  of  design,  has  created  a  new  handicraft  in  the 
use  of  tapa  designs  which  were  secured  from  the  Bishop  Musexim. 
The  work  consists  of  cutting  the  designs  in  relief  out  of  wood,  and 
with  these  "tools"  she  produces  her  pictures  in  harmonious  coloring 
on  various  fabrics.  White  chiffon  has  been  found  a  very  good 
medium.  So  far,  fabrics  turned  out  are  head  and  shoulder  scarfs 
for  women.  Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  preserve  the  tapa 
designs,  but  never  before  in  women's  apparel. 

GHEISmAS  CRACKERS  FOR  CHINESE. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Carlpton,  Hongkong,  Oct.  2.] 

Although  the  time  is  limited  in  which  to  introduce  on  the  Hong- 
kong market  for  this  year's  holiday  trade  bonbons  or  Christmas 
crackers,  it  will,  no  doubt,  jjay  American  manufacturers  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  Hongkong  importers.  Although  the  requirements 
of  the  European  population  are  not  great,  there  seems  to  be  an  in- 
creasing interest  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  for  this  line  of  goods. 
At  present  these  table  crackers  are  being  supplied  by  British  firms 
almost  entirely,  and  local  dealers  report  that  the  prices  have  been  in- 
creased considerably.  For  the  Hongkong  trade  the  qualities  which 
are  deemed  to  be  the  most  popular  are  f£ose  retailing  for  $0.G6.  $1, 
and  $1.25  gold  per  dozen.  The  more  expensive  kinds  would  fine!  no 
sale  locally.  The  British  product  contains  niiniatui*e  presents,  knick- 
knacks,  verses,  and  the  like. 

[A  list  of  Hongking  Importing  firms  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  DomesHc  Ooinmerce.  WaaWngtou.]  GoOglc 
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HAREETHra  THE  NEW  SOYA  BEAN  OBOF  IN  KANOHUAIA. 

[CoDSQl  A.  A.  Williamson,  Dalreo,  Manchuria,  China,  Oct  T.] 

New  soya  beans  are  beginning);  to  appear  on  the  market  at  various 
places  in  the  interior  of  Manchuria  and  appear  to  be  of  average 
quality  on  the  whole.  While  some  beans,  grown  on  lower  ground, 
are  inferior,  there  are  also  good-quality  beans  grown  on  the  uplands. 

While  no  figures*  on  which  to  base  an  estimate  of  acreage  or  pro- 
duction are  yet  to  be  had,  the  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  the  crop 
will  be  an  average  one  or  even  below  average.  [For  discussion  of 
last  yearns  crop  see  Supplement  to  Commerce  Reports  No.  52b,  June 
2,  1915.] 

The  big  rice  harvest  in  Japan,  which  has  so  lowered  the  income  of 
fanners  as  to  affect  their  purchasing  power,  has,  along  with  other 
factors,  kept  down  bean  prices.  The  stocks  held  over  in  the  interior 
from  last  season  were  exceptionally  large,  and  the  heavy  rains  have 
damaged  these  old  beans  so  much  that  they  are  practically  lost. 
CooperatlTa  SelUiv— Fall  Shipments. 

At  Kaiyuan  a  produce  dealers'  association  and  trust  company  has 
been  formed,  modeled  after  that  at  Dairen.  Kaiyuan  is  a  promising 
bean  center.  It  is  likely  that  an  exchange  will  be  ^ablished  at 
Changchun  also. 

North  Manchuria  beans,  which  are  considered  sviperior  to  those 
grown  in  South  Manchuria,  have  been  brought  to  Dairen  in  cdhsid- 
erable  quantities  both  by  train  and  by  steamer  ;  but  the  late  spring 
and  excessive  rainfall  (much  of  the  country  was  flooded  from  time  to 
time)  have  doubtless  decreased  these  crops  considerably,  it  being  esti- 
mated that  the  reduction  amounts  to  about  20  per  cent.  This  applies 
equally  to  other  crops,  such  as  kaoliang,  millet,  barley,  and  wheat. 
The  ravages  of  insect  pests  were  also  greater  than  usual. 

Nevertheless  the  export  of  beans  to  Europe,  notably  Holland,  has 
kept  up  remarkably,  considering  conditions  there.  These  shipments 
have  to  be  covered  by  documents  guaranteeing  their  ultimate  con- 
sumptitm  in  order  to  avoid  capture  at  sea  by  belligerent  cruisers. 

At  present  the  local  trade  is  depressed,  as  Japan,  the  principal 
market,  is  suffering  from  overproduction  of  rice,  as  noted  above,  and 
European  markets  are  not  what  they  were,  despite  some  shipments 
that  nave  gone  there.  A  few  mills  have  begun  work,  but  oni^  in  a 
small  way.  One  of  the  largest  was  driven  to  making  peanut  oil  dur- 
ing the  summer. 

Hon  Cnsliliiff  XlUs. 

The  experimental  mill  built  by  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Co. 
at  Dairen,  which  uses  the  chemical  extraction  process,  has  been  sold 
to  Messrs.  Suzuki  &  Co.,  of  Kobe,  the  seller  stipulating  that  the  pur- 
chaser should  enlarge  the  mill  to  double  its  capacity.  Suzuki  &  Co. 
will  spend  about  200,000  yen  (about  $100,000)  on  the  mill ;  but  it  is" 
said  the  railway  will  aid  the  new  owners  nnanciallv.  The  fatty 
acid  factoi^  attached  to  the  mill  will  also  be  operated  by  Suzuki  « 
Co.  This  nrm  intends  to  establish  two  more  mills,  using  the  same 
benzine  extraction  process,  at  Kobe  and  Moji,  in  all  probability. 
The  fatty  acid  and  glycerine  factory  is  only  used  when  tiie  price  of 
bean  oil  is  too  low  for  profit. 
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The  purchase  of  this  mill  by  a  private  company  is  interesting,  as 
it  was  understood  that  jt  had  not  proved  profitable.  Perhaps  it  is 
thought  that  by  enlargihg  the  capacity  profit^  would  mount  up  so 
as  to  make  the  venture  pay. 

Nevertheless  it  may  be  said  of  practically  all  the  mills  in  Man- 
churia that  they  pay  very  little  in  comparison  with  other  invest- 
ments. It  is  doubtful  if  much  more  capital  will  be  invested  in  this 
business  except,  possibly,  as  a  subsidiary  enterprise,  such  as  that 
of  Liever  Bros,  (of  England),  near  Kobe.  This  firm  uses  the  oil 
obtained  by  its  extraction  mill  for  soap  making,  and  the  enterprise 
appears  to  be  paying. 


AN01SES  CAHADIAH  TKAKSCOKTHrENTAI  USE. 

[Vice  Consul  0.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  B.  C,  Canada,  Oct.  21.1 

With  the  arrival  in  Vancouver  on  October  19,  1915,  of  the  first 
through  train  over  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway,  another  Cana- 
dian transcontinental  railway  connected  the  Atlantic  with  the  Pacific, 
making  three  all-Canadian  lines  in  operation  and  increasing  the 
opportunities  for  the  growth  and  development  of  British  Columbia. 

This  company  now  has  in  operation  over  10,(K)0  miles  of  railroad, 
or  slightly  less  than  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  which  has  a 
mileage  of  over  11,000. 

Tenders  have  recently  been  asked  by  the  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way for  constructing  temporary  freight  sheds  and  a  pass^ger  sta- 
tion on  that  portion  of  False  Creek,  already  filled  in  by  the  company, 
to  serve  for  the  accommodation  of  passen^r  and  freight  trains 
pending  the  construction  of  the  proposed  million  dollar  terminals 
on  this  site. 

The  company  has  already  reclaimed  64  acres  of  False  Creek  tide 
flats,  placed  2,000,000  yards  of  fill  in  the  creek,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  it  will  require  a  further  fill  of  3,250,000  yards  to  complete  the 
entire  reclamation  scheme  necessary  for  building  the  permanent 
terminals. 


SHIPS  FOR  TEE  TBANSFACIFIC  TEADE. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Carleton,  Hongkong,  China,  Oct.  2.] 

If  the  present  congestion  of  cargo  throughout  the  Far  East  con- 
tinues, the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  it  is  officially  stated,  is  in  a  position 
to  add  several  other  ships.  The  Java-Pacific  Co.,  a  new  line  man- 
aged by  the  Java-China-Japan  Line,  will  run  one  boat  per  month 
from  Batavia,  via  Hongkong  and  other  ports,  to  San  Francisco, 
adding  more  ships  if  warranted.  The  Empress  of  Japan,  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  liner,  will  leave  Hongkong  for  Vancouver  the  first  week 
in  November. 

The  Bank  Line  Co.,  again  enters  the  trans-Pacific  freight  trade  in 
November  with  one  boat,  adding  others  later. 


A  British  India  firm  has  opened  in  Detroit  a  bank  credit  of  £10,000 
($48,065)  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  plows  of  a  special  type  and 
probably  a  brick-making  plant,  which  were  brought  to  its  attention 
by  Consul  James  Oliver  Laing,  of  Karachi. 
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COBPECTIONEBY  XBASE  07  COSTA  BICA. 

[Ctmmil  Samuel  T.  Lee,  Sao  J<M,  Sept.  26.] 

As  a  rule  the  dealers  of  San  Jose  buy  their  hard,  mixed,  and  crys- 
tallized candif-s  through  New  York  commission  houses  (which  receive 
2^  per  cent  commission  on  cash  purchases  and  generally  5  per  cent 
on  time  trading),  but  the  retailers  of  chocolate  candies  customarily 
import  direct  n-om  the  factory  in  small  amount& 

The  stock  lines  of  American  hard  candies  have  been  known  in  this 
market  for  years,  and  the  goods  are  simply  ordered  as  wanted.  This 
class  of  goods  comes  in  5-pound  screw-top  cans,  and  costs  about  11 
cents  United  States  currency  per  pound,  less  5  per  cent  for  cash.  The 
labels  are  printed  in  the  Enplidi  language,  but  the  cans  sent  to  this 
market  bear  an  additional  label  printed  m  Spanish,  which  is  simply 
pasted  over  the  original  label.  All  candies  pay  an  import  duty  of 
10|  cents  (United  States)  per  pound  gross  weight.  Package  goods 
are  not  imported  for  the  reason  that  duties  are  asseraed  by  grosa 
weight,  and  pail  goods  are  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

Chocolates  Bought  Bireot — Keeping  Qualities. 

American  chocolates  of  the  very  best  grades  are  sold  in  greatest 
quantity  during  the  holiday  season,  though  two  firms  handle  them 
throughout  the  entire  year.  These  candies  are  ordered  in  small  lots, 
as  the  climate  forbids  keeping  them  for  any  length  of  time.  The 
American  chocolates  are  sent  with  labels  in  Engli^  and  are  con- 
sumed mostly  by  foreigners. 

Two  important  American  chocolate  manufacturers  are  now  using 
1-pound  air-tight  cans,  which  retail  for  the  equivalent  of  $1.25. 
Other  American  manufacturers  continue  sending  their  chocolates  in 
cardboard  boxes,  much  to  their  prejudice,  when  the  goods  can  not  be 
sold  and  eaten  at  once.  As  noted,  this  class  of  goods  is  almost 
always  bought  direct  from  the  factory,  and  is  invariably  retailed  by 
the  one  who  imports  it.  The  leading  importer  of  American  choco- 
lates buys  direct  from  the  makers  for  cash  and  receives  a  5  per  cent 
discount. 

Unquestionably  the  higher  grades  of  American  chocolates  are  far 
superior  to  all  others  in  this  market,  but  the  problem  of  so  making 
them  that  they  will  keep  for  a  longer  period  must  be  mastered.  Cer- 
tain brands  of  Italian  and  English  chocolates  will  keep  throughout 
the  year,  as  they  are  made  up  dry  and  hard,  but  as  a  confection 
they  can  not  compare  with  the  fresh  American  goods. 

Climate  Must  Bo  Seokoned  With. 

The  temperature  at  San  Jose  seldom  rises  above  85°  F.,  but  mer- 
chandise is  distributed  from  this  point  to  the  lowlands,  where  the 
heat  and  dampness  are  such  that  only  certain  classes  of  candy  prop- 
erly packed  can  stand  the  test.  I'hen,  too,  all  imported  candies 
reaching  San  Juan  must  pass  through  the  hot  weather  of  the  sea-level 
part  of  the  journey. 

The  best  packing  for  the  hard,  mixed,  and  crystallized  candies  is 
the  5-pound  can  with  a  screw  top.  The  ideal  package  for  chocolates 
IS  a  very  thin,  air-tight  tin  box  (^  and  1  pound  sizes)  that  can  be 
opened  by  tearing  the  tin  lid  off  with  the  fingers  only,  and  this  plain 
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tin  box  should  be  placed  inside  the  regular  container  bearing  the 
manufacturers'  name  and  usual  trade-mark. 

[The  addresses  of  San  J ose  importers  of  confectionery  may  be  had 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices;  refer  to  file  No.  67399.] 


Especial  interest  attaches  to  the  electric  smelter  at  Belleville,  in  the 
Kingston  consular  district,  because  of  the  production  there  of  steel 
of  all  grades,  including  tool  steel,  direct  from  the  ore.  An  unusual 
feature  of  the  process  is  the  use  of  a  preheater  that  utilizes  the  heat 
from  the  waste  gases  jiroduced  duiing  the  smelting  of  the  ore. 

The  preheater  consists  of  two  wrought-iron  pipes  8  feet  long, 
increasing  regularljr  in  diameter  from  14  to  18  inches,  to  allow  the 
charge  to  slide  easily  down  the  heated  portion.  These  pipes  are 
inclosed  in  the  preheater  stack,  which  has  firebrick  linings  and  baflSe 
plates  with  openings  arranged  in  such  a  manner  that  the  heated  gases 
circulate  about  the  preheater  pipe& 
9o  Waste  <rf  Bleetrodes — XnlargMiientB  Planned. 

The  furnace  is  charged  from  the  upper  floor  into  the  preheater, 
the  charge  consisting  of  iron  ore.  limestone,  and  charcoal,  crushed  to 
pass  through  a  1-inch  mesh.  The  furnace  is  operated  on  a  two-phase 
current,  the  transformers  being  connected  by  what  is  known  as  th© 
Scot  connection.  The  electrodes  are  3  inches  in  diameter,  threaded 
so  that  they  can  pass  down  continuously,  and  are  used  up  entirely^ 
there  being  practically  no  loss  from  short  ends. 

The  plant  was  in  operation  for  about  two  months,  and  demon- 
strated that  steel  can  be  made  in  this  manner  directly  from  ore  con- 
taining 7.5  per  cent  of  titanium.  A  quantity  of  high-carbon  steel 
was  made,  the  ingots  being  perfectly  sound  and  free  from  blowholes. 
The  company  intends  to  erect  shortly  a  3-ton  furnace,  with  a  view 
to  making  high-carbon  tool  steel  and  steel  castings. 


EBxtnet  txom  Japan  Cbronlde  of  Sept  21,  by  CooboI  General  George  H,  Scldmore^ 


Before  the  war  antimony  mining  in  Japan  was  neglected,  owing  to 
the  cheapness  of  imported  Chinese  sulphide  of  antimony.  The  Euro- 
pean hostilities,  however,  sent  up  the  market  tremendously — from 
about  2.621  cents  per  pound  to  about  15.725  cents  per  pound  now 
ruling.  This  has  naturally  acted  as  a  great  impetus  to  antimony 
mining  in  this  country,  and  the  mines  at  Ichinogawa,  Fujinogawa, 
and  Tatsugawa  have  all  been  considerably  extended,  yet  their  present 
output  aggregates  only  about  50  tons  a  month.  This  quantity  is 
only  a  fraction  of  the  monthly  consumption  in  Japan,  which  ranges 
between  450  and  500  tons.  It  is  regreHed  that  though  there  is  thus 
still  a  great  deficit  for  domestic  requirements  it  is  impossible  for 
the  above-mentioned  mines,  now  controlled  by  small  capitalists,  to 
be  extended  with  the  neoeasary  rapidity. 


STEEL  FBODnCEB  DIBEGT  FBOH  ORE. 


[Consul  Felix  B.  S.  John&oo,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada,  Sept.  T.[ 


HEVIYAI  OF  AKTIXOHT  HINIHO  IS  JAPAN. 
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FUB  SALES  AT  NIZHNI  FAIB. 

[CoDsal  Oeoeml  Jobn  H.  SoodgrasB,  Moscow,  Sept.  16.1 

A  HoscoAv  business  man  who  yearlv  attends  the  Nizhni  Novgorod 
fair  submitted  the  following  report  of  the  market  for  1915: 

The  course  of  this  year's  fair  was  brisk,  taking  the  war  into  con- 
sideration. The  demand  for  certain  articles  in  England  and  the 
United  States  influenced  the  fair,  and  the  prices  for  such  articles 
rose  considerably  in  comparison  with  prices  before  the  fair.  In 
comparison  with  former  years,  however,  the  fair  was  somewhat  dull 
and  inactive.  Many  of  the  buyers  were  absent,  and  the  majority  of 
the  goods  were  either  not  dispatched  to  the  fair  or  were  duayed  in 
delivery  on  account  of  the  congestion  of  tralBc. 

Astrakhan,  Badgers,  Colt  Bklns,  Ermine,  and  Marmot. 

The  exportation  of  astrakhans  being  prohibited  and  the  principal 
buyers  from  Germany  being  absent,  these  goods  remained  unsold. 
For  domestic  purposes  astrakhan  lining  was  bought  at  $6.18  to  $7.73. 
Raw  astrakhans  nave  been  bought  by  the  manufikcturei-s  up  to  $0.18 
per  pair,  and  raw  Moie  were  bought  up  to  $0.77  per  skin.  On  account 
of  a  considerable  demand  for  badgers  for  England,  many  parcels 
of  good  quality  were  bought  at  1.35  to  1.40  rubles  ($0.70  to  $0.72) 

{)er  skin.  Colt  skins  were  neglected,  but  a  few  parcels  were  sold  to 
lussian  glove  makers  up  to  1.30  rubles  ($0.67)  per  skin.  At  the  be- 

f inning  of  the  fair  there  was  a  fair  demand  for  ermines.  At  the 
nish,  however,  the  demand  relaxed  and  prices  fell  ofif.  Good 
Berezovsky  goods  fetched  $1.24  to  $1.13  per  skin,  Petchersky  up 
to  $0.88,  Archangel  goods  up  to  $0.82,  Tomsky  up  to  $0.82,  and  west 
Russian  goods  up  to  $0.67 ;  best  Ishimslcy  were  not  on  the  market. 
Kolinslfy  was  neglected ;  only  a  few  parcels  were  bought  for  specula- 
tion at  $0.62.  Mannots  also  were  neglected,  and  only  at  the  finish  of 
tlie  fair  was  there  some  interest  in  these  goods.  However,  no  trans- 
actions have  been  concluded,  as  the  main  parcels  are  lying  in  Mos- 
cow. It  is  possible  that  in  the  near  future  some  big  transactions  will 
take  place.   There  was  no  demand  for  martens. 

Persian  Lamb,  Bed  Fox,  and  Sables. 

Before  the  fair  commenced  the  Russian  dealers  bought  best  raw 
Persian  lamb  skins  up  to  $39  to  $41  for  10  skins  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fair  disposed  of  these  goods  at  a  good  profit,  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  buy  new  goods.  However,  on  account  of  the  main  parcels 
being  delayed  on  the  way,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  these  goods,  and 
prices  went  up,  so  that  for  best  goods  up  to  $59  was  paid.  However, 
the  dealers  could  not  sell  these  goods  at  a  profit,  and  therefore  at  the 
end  of  the  fair  prices  went  down.  Doubtless  in  the  late  autumn 
prices  will  be  the  same  as  before  the  Nizhni  fair.  Owing  to  the  per- 
mission just  received,  Persian  lamb  skins  may  be  forwarded  to  Eng- 
land, but  not  dii*ect  to  America,  and  this  might  later  on  result  in  some 
purchases  for  America.  At  the  fair,  however,  only  a  few  parcels 
were  bought  for  the  United  States.  There  was  a  large  demand  for 
red  fox,  especially  for  the  best  grades.  The  light  goods,  however,  as 
Mongolifln,  Semipalatinsky,  and  Karaganka,  were  quite  neglected. 
West  Russian  foxes  fetched  up  to  $4.10  each,  central  Russian  foxee 
up  to  $7.20,  east  Russian  up  to  $7.70,  Tobolskv  up  to  $8.20,  Finnish 
up  to  $8.75  and  $9.25,  Yakutsky  up  to  $11.30*  and  Eamtchatsky  up 
t  $13.90.  Sables  were  much  in  demand. 
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SQQlrrel  Sklnu,  liaiiigB,  and  Tails. 

There  was  a  very  brisk  demand  for  squirrel  skins,  and  almost  all 
parcels  in  stock  were  cleared.  Russian  backs  fetched  up  to  $0,135 
each,  Zavodsky  fetched  up  to  $0,145,  Russian  squirrel  skins  fetched 
up  to  $0,175,  and  Lensky  skins  up  to  $0.21  each.  Kargopolsky  6 
rows  back  and  belly  linings  combined  fetched  up  to  $16.50;  the 
same  linings,  7  rows,  fetched  up  to  $18.50.  Selenia  belly  linings 
fetched  from  $1.90  to  $2.35.  Obsky  belly  linings  sold  up  to  $4.65; 
Altaislty  up  to  $5.65;  Nertchinsky  up  to  $6.20,  and  Grudzovy  up  to 
$6.40.  Seven-row  squirrel  back  linings  fetched  up  to  $28.30;  8-row 
back  linings  up  to  $43.80,  and  12-row  back  linings  up  to  $64.35  per 
lining.  Only  a  few  parcels  of  raw  squirrel  skins  were  sold.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  fair  the  owners  would  not  sell  squirrel  tails  under 
$2.85  per  pound.  At  the  end,  however,  they  offered  the  goods  at 
^.50,  but  there  were  no  buyers. 
WUte  Tox,  Hares.  Wolves,  etc. 

White  fox  was  in  brisk  demand,  about  8,000  foxes  being  sold. 
Yenisseisky  goods  fetched  up  to  $14.95  per  skin;  Surgatskjr  up  to 
S12.85;  Obdoi-sky  up  to  $11.35;  Petchersly  up  to  $13.40;  and  Yakut- 
skyup  to  $14.95. 

There  was  a  very  brisk  demand  for  white  hares,  dressed.  At  the 
finish  of  the  fair  for  the  furs  of  the  best  manufacture  up  to  $0.33  was 
paid.  Wolves  were  very  much  in  demand  and  fetched  up  to  $5.15 
per  skin.  No  transactions  took  place  in  lynx  or  wolverines.  Only  a 
few  parcels  of  calfskins  were  bought  for  speculation  up  to  $0.33  per 
I>ound.  Many  parcels  of  horsehair  did  not  arrive  in  time.  Parcels 
were  bought  at  $0.50  to  $0.57  per  pound.  Cowhides  were  much  in 
demand  and  only  a  few  were  for  sale.  The  best  goods  fetched  up  to 
$0.30  per  pound.  Horsehides  sold  up  to  $5.40  per  skin.  The  busi- 
ness with  raw  bristles  has  not  been  cleared  up,  and  prices  have  not 
taken  definite  shape. 


YENBZNa  AND  WEIGHING  MACHINES  IN  CANADA. 

[Coasol  O.  Qaylord  Uanb,  detailed  as  vice  consnl,  Ottawa,  Oct  19.] 

Ordinary  slot  machines  are  used  to  quite  an  extent  in  this  consular 
district.  Those  observed  are  for  vending  candies,  chewing  gums, 
peanuts,  matches,  stamps,  sanitary  drinking  cups,  and  for  weighing. 
Many  of  these  machines  are  of  American  manufacture,  and  oflfer  a 
commendable  illustration  of  adaptability  to  the  requirements  of  a 
foreign  market,  the  machines  having  to  be  constructed  to  receive 
Canadian  coins,  which  differ  in  size  from  American  coins. 

In  some  cases  business  men  purchase  and  install  machines  at  their 
places  of  business,  while  in  other  cases  manufacturers  of  candies, 
chewing  gums,  etc.,  loan  machines  to  business  men  to  facilitate  the 
sale  of  their  manufactures. 

Slot  machines  appear  to  be  used  here  to  a  less  extent  than  in  the 
United  States,  and  but  few  of  the  more  novel  machines  appear  to 
have  been  installed.  It  is  not  possible  to  state  just  what  uie  pros- 
pects are  for  introducing  machines  in  this  market  of  types  differing 
from  those  now  in  use,  out  it  may  reasonably  be  assumed  that  there 
is  a  prospect  for  all  suitable  machines,  as  that  which  attracts  and 
ftl^teals  to  the  American  is  apt  to  attract  and  appeal  to  the  Cajaadian. 
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ELECTRICAL  BEVELOFHENT  ZH  DflOA. 

[CoDBol  Luden  M«inmlns«rt  Madras,  Sept.  14^] 

There  are  several  important  electric  power  plants  in  operation  in 
southern  India  and  a  number  of  schemes  for  further  development  are 
being  pushed  forward  despite  temporary  dislocation  of  trade  and 
industry  caused  by  the  war.  If  these  new  plants  are  built,  much  new 
machinery  will  be  required,  and  possibly  some  will  be  sought  from 
the  United  States,  though  at  present  little  is  brought  direct  from  that 
country. 

The  most  important  electrical  enterprise  in  this  region  for  indus- 
trial purposes  is  that  in  the  native  State  of  Mysore,  where  the  Cau- 
very  Elpotric  Power  Works  at  Sivasamudram  has  a  station  capacity 
of  16,700  horsepower  and  transmits  power  92  miles  at  35,000  volts  to 
the  Kolar  gold  fields.  A  further  5,000  horsepower  is  about  to  be  in- 
stalled. Five  gold  mines  in  the  Kolar  fields  are  supplied  with  elec- 
tricity from  these  works,  and  have  thus  been  enabled  to  do  without 
steam  power  altogether.  The  company  also  furnishes  electric  light 
to  near-by  settlenients,  notably  to  Slysore  town,  with  68,000  inhabi- 
tants, the  native  capital  of  AJysore  State.  In  connection  with  this 
enterprise  the  Mysore  Government  employs  an  American  chief  en- 
gineer. 

AssoGlatloii  of  Business  Enterprises. 

In  Madras,  the  third  largest  city  in  India,  and  the  foremost  in 
southern  India,  there  is  a  %'ery  modern  electric  plant  operated  by  the 
General  Electric  Co.  (Ltd.),  India,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  General 
Electric  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  London,  Witton,  Manchester,  and  Birming- 
ham, England.  The  local  company  is  in  turn  associated  with  the 
Madras  Electric  Supply  Corporation  of  this  city,  which  is  incorpo- 
rated in  England.  Amalgamated  with  these  two  concerns  is  the 
Madras  Electric  Tramway  Co.,  whicli  operates  about  25  miles  of 
street  car  lines  in  Madras.  It  will  tlius  be  seen  that  the  power  plant 
of  the  General  Electric  Co.  at  Madras  is  one  of  importance.  The 
company  is  in  fact  now  increasing  its  capacity,  and  has  about  com- 
pleted a  new  plant  for  furnishing  alternating  current  power  to  the 
suburbs.  This  will  be  three-phased  current,  of  60  cycles  at  225  volts. 
Until  now  the  company  has  had  only  direct  current,  the  voltage 
usually  used  for  motors  being  225  volts.  Very  little  of  the  power  fur- 
nished by  this  plant  is  used  for  manufacturing  purposes,  as  there 
are  few  factories  in  the  vicinity  of  Madras  employine  electricity. 
The  principal  uses,  tliereforc,  are  for  lighting  purposes,  for  the  street 
car  system,  and  for  the  operation  of  electric  fans.  Power  is  sold  at 
fairly  cheap  rates,  cost  of  manufacturing  being  decreased  by  use 
of  Indian  coal.  Practically  all  houses  of  Europeans  are  now  lit  by 
electricity,  as  also  are  the  houses  of  well-to-do  natives.  Electric  fans 
are  very  generally  used  in  Eurojwan  residences  and  offices,  and  are 
rapidly  supplanting  native  "pimkahs."  The  power  plant  furnishes 
cuiTent  daily  to  at  least  8,000  fans. 
FrospeetlTe  Carrying  Out  of  Enterprises. 

Among  hydroelectric  schemes  which  seem  likely  of  realization  is 
that  at  Coimbatore,  in  Madras  Presidency,  where  it  is  proposed  to 
make  use  of  the  Siruvani  Kiver  for  power  purposes  in  furnishing 
electricity  to  the  mills  of  that  section  and  to  the  important  railway 
towns  of  Trichinopoiy  and  Madura.   The  chief  engin^r  of  thQ 
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Madras  Government  went  recently  to  make  an  investigation  of  the 
feasibility  of  this  scheme  and  is  expected  soon  to  render  a  report. 

At  Ootacamund,  the  summer  capital  of  the  Madras  Government, 
which  is  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  finest  hill  stations  in  India,  there  is 
no  electric  i)ower  plant,  but  it  is  propc^ed  to  use  neighboring  water- 
falls for  this  purpose.  In  Cochin  on  tbe  Malabar  coast  investiga- 
tions are  being  made  as  to  the  possibility  of  obtaining  power  for 
electricity  from  waterfalls  in  the  Cochin  Hills,  and  in  Travancore 
there  are  also  investigations.  No  railways  in  India  have  adopted 
electric  traction,  but  it  is  said  that  several  schemes  are  being  consid- 
ered by  the  Indian  State-owned  railwaya 
Sales  ATrangements. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  foregoing  that  the  possibility  of  making 
sales  of  electrical  supplies  at  present  is  confined  practically  to  the 
lai^e  enterprises  already  established  and  which  are  in  fact  to  some 
extent  operated  from  head  offices  in  London. 

However,  in  view  of  the  future  possibilities  it  is  believed  that  the 
local  market  is  worth  cultivating  and  as  neither  of  the  large  power 
companies  mentioned  actually  sell  supplies^  American  manuracturers 
desiring  to  bring  their  goods  to  the  attention  of  local  dealers  might 
find  it  worth  while  to  correspond  with  any  of  the  firms  whose  names 
are  given  on  the  list  forwarded.  This  would  be  of  use  as  regards 
future  development  rather  than  for  immediate  orders  for  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  much  new  business  can  be  obtained  at  present.  Names  given 
on  the  list  are  those  of  European  firms  that  have  been  established  for 
some  time  and  whose  head  offices  in  most  cases  are  in  London.  The 
credit  of  these  firms  is  considered  good.  ISeasonable  credit  terms  are 
extended.  Most  of  the  connections  formed  in  Madras  by  America^ 
manufacturers  are  on  an  agency  basis.  After  references  have  been 
exchanged,  etc.,  and  goods  ordered,  they  are  received  on  consignment, 
and  after  the  sales  have  been  completed  the  net  proceeds  are  remitted 
to  the  American  exporter,  less  the  commission  agreed  upon.  This 
commission  would  vary  from  2^  to  10  per  cent,  according  to  the  line 
of  goods  concerned  and  the  amount  of  business  that  covdd  be 
transacted. 

[The  list  mentioned  by  the  consul  inoy  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce;  refer  to  file  67791.  Attention  is  also  called  to  the 
complete  list  of  electrical  plants  In  India,  which  will  be  found  in  the  recent 
Handbook  of  India,  for  sale  at  $1  by  the  Snperlntendent  of  Documents.  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  by  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Gommeroe.]   

SACKS  HADE  OF  PAPER  CO]IIP£T£  WITH  JVIE. 

[Consul  Tbomas  W.  Vocttcr,  Antofagasta,  Chile,  Sept  23.] 

The  warp  and  woof  of  the  fabric  of  a  sack  that  is  now  being  used 
to  some  extent  to  ship  ores  from  Antofagasta  are  made  of  strips  of 
papwr  doubled  or  twisted,  in  combination  with  a  small  quantity  of 
some  short  vegetable  fiber.  These  sacks  come  from  Germany  and 
have  competed  with  the  jute  sacks  brought  from  India.  Before 
the  war  sacks  sold  for  about  14  cents  each,  but  are  now  worth  about 
24.3  cents  each.  The  scarcity  of  vessels  to  bring  jute  sacks  from 
India  is  the  cause  of  the  rise  in  price. 

It  is  stated  that  these  paper  sacks  will  stand'  hard  usage  and  be 
available  for  several  shipments  before  wearing  out.    Their  use  is 


just  beginning  here. 
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POBEIGN  TBADE  OFFOBTTJinTXES. 

[  Wbere  addresses  are  omitted  they  maj  be  obtained  from  ttae  Bnreaa  or  Its  bnuiek 

offices.] 

Unap  fasteners.  No.  19113. — An  American  consular  officer  In  China  writes  that 
a  firni  In  hi;:  district  desires  to  receive  samples,  ciitnlogues,  nnd  price  lists 
of  snap  fasteners  used  lu  the  manufacture  of  women's  clothing.  The  firm 
also  desires  Information  repnrdiug  the  machinery  used  for  makli^  such 
fasteuer&  Samples  of  the  fasteners  now  used  by  the  firm  nmy  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  ofiices.    (Refer  to  file  No,  67983.) 

Plated  ware,  art  metal  work,  glassware,  toys,  etc.,  No.  19114. — The  Bureau  Is 
informed  by  an  American  consular  officer  in  Simln  that  a  mnn  in  his  dis- 
trict Is  Interested  In  the  Importation  of  plnted  ware,  art  metal  work,  glass- 
ware, toys,  etc.  CorresiMjndence  and  catalogues  should  be  in  Spanish.  The 
man  will  i>ay  cash  on  arrival  of  goods  at  destiuatlon. 

MUrc  cloth,  cordage  and  twines,  sandpaper,  and  window  glass.  No.  19115. — An 
American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa  transmits  the  name  of  a  firm 
which  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  wire  cloth,  cordage 
and  twine,  sandpaper,  and  window  glass.  Correspondence,  as  well  as 
literature  and  price  lists,  may  be  in  English. 

Picture-frame  moldings.  No.  19110. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United 
Kingdom  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  picture-frame  moldings. 

Toilet  articles,  No.  19117. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  in  Switzerland  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  make  direct  con- 
nections with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  toilet  articles. 
Samples,  together  with  quotations  c.  1.  f.  French  ports,  are  desired.  Refer- 
ences are  given.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Cotton  waste.  No.  19318. — An  American  consular  officer  in  an  Insular  possession 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  is  In  the  market  for  cotton  waste.  The 
firm  Is  prepared  to  pay  cash  against  sbippins  documents  in  New  York. 
Samples  and  prices  are  wanted  at  once. 

Translations,  No.  19119.— An  American  consular  officer  In  India  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  firms  interested 
in  having  letters  translatetl  into  the  different  dialects  of  India.  The  firm 
states  that  It  has  facilities  for  distributing  circulars,  etc.,  throughout  India. 

Icc-making  and  refrigerating  plant.  No.  19120. — The  Municipal  Council  of  the 
city  of  Johannesburg,  Union  of  South  Africa,  Invites  tenders  until  De- 
cember 30,  1915,  for  the  supply  and  erection  of  on  Ice-making  and  re- 
frigerating plant  for  the  Municipal  Abbatoirs,  JoIiannei^urR.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  plant  will  cost  about  $37,600.  Local  representation  is  not 
absolutely  necessary.  Tenders  should  be  addressed  to  the  Town  Clerk, 
Municipal  Offices,  Johannesburg,  Transvaal.  Copies  of  the  spedflcatlons 
may  be  examined  at  ttae  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No. 
07984.) 

Glass  and  hypodermic  syringes.  No.  19121. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
England  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  Import  glass  syringes, 
hypodermic  glass  syringes  for  hospital  use,  glass  tubes  for  serums  and 
drugs,  and  other  surgical  glassware.  Descriptive  catalogues  and  price  lists 
are  desired.  Reference  is  given. 

Sugar,  No.  19122. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland  writes  that  a 
firm  In  that  country  desires  cable  quotations  from  American  manufacturers 
for  sugar  in  lumps,  crystallized,  In  cones,  and  small  squares.  Customary 
American  terms  and  conditions  will  be  accepted.  Prices  should  be  given 
c.  1.  f.  French  port  Samples  are  desired.  Correspondence  may  be  la 
English. 

Coal  and  coke.  No.  19123. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  an  American  consular 
officer  In  Sitaln  that  a  man  In  his  district  Is  Interested  in  the  importation 
of  American  coal  for  steamers,  coke,  and  coal  for -gas.  The  man  states 
that  he  can  use  at  present  2,000  tons  of  steam  coal,  200  tons  of  coke,  and 
500  tons  of  gas  coal.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanlsti. 
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Hardware  and  toya,-Ho.  19124.— ^An  AmerlcaD  consular  officer  In  India  reports 
that  a  man  In  hla  district  desires  to  communicate  with  Am^ican  manu- 
facturers Interested  In  establishing  an  agency  for  hardware  and  toys. 

Razors,  No.  19125. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  Africa  reports  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
of  ordinary  and  safety  razors.  Oatalof^ues  and,  if  posRlhle,  samples  should 
be  sent  Gorrespondencc  may  be  In  Kn^lsh.   Reference  Is  given. 

General  agency.  No.  19126. — A  business  man  in  Switzerland  wishes  to  act  as 
representative  of  American  firms  interested  in  exporting  goods  to  Switzer- 
land.  References  are  given.   The  man  does  not  specify  any  particular  line. 

ChemimU,  elcrtrirnl  supplies,  and  mining  machinery,  No.  19127. — The  Bureau 
is  Inforoied  that  a  man  in  Spain  desires  to  represent  American  dealers  in 
commercial  chemicals,  electrical  supplies,  and  mining  maclilnery. 

Groceries,  cotton  and  Tcnit  goods,  shoes,  ftardware,  etc..  No.  10128. — An  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  in  South  America  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  preserves, 
rice,  potatoes,  dried  and  fresh  fruits,  beans,  cottonseed  oil,  peanuts,  eggs, 
cotton  and  knit  goods,  hosiery,  shoes  of  all  kinds,  fine  leathers  for  making 
shoes,  hardware,  glass,  enamel  and  porcelain  ware,  etc.  References  are 
given. 

Brich  machinery.  No.  19129. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  re- 
ports that  only  two  replies  to  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  18075  have 
been  received,  one  iKing  an  offer  of  a  pulverizer  and  the  other  a  machine 
for  making  fiand-lime  bricks.  The  firm  wants  a  machine  to  make  bricks 
from  material  ground  from  a  hard  quartz,  to  deliver  two  bricks  at  a  time 
oin  iron  plates.  The  bricks  must  not  receive  a  greater  pressure  than  40 
to  50  pounds. 

Pianos,  cotton  and  leoolen  goods,  etc..  No.  19130. — A  firm  in  South  Africa  de- 
sires to  represent  American  nianiifsicturers  of  pianos,  woolen  goods,  hosiery, 
prints,  calicoes,  linens,  cottons,  worsteds,  serges,  linings,  and  general  sup- 
piles  for  tailoring  wort,  as  well  as  buttons,  canvas,  and  duck.  The  firm  will 
act  as  agent,  on  a  commission  basis,  and  will  supply  references  on  request. 

Minerals  and  ores.  No.  19131. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  reports 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  dealers 
in  pink  and  black  marble,  gj'psum,  selenlte,  felspar  white,  felspar  red,  mica, 
soapstone,  asbestos,  black  schist,  kaolin,  calcite,  cobaltiferous  wad,  red 
oxide  of  iron,  yellow  oxide  of  Iron,  chalk,  alkaline  earth,  garnet  and 
bituminous  limestone.  The  man  can  also  supply  any  quantities  of  kapok, 
cotton  and  silk,  bristles  and  mished  bones. 

Coconut-oU  machhtery,  caustic  soda,  textiles,  etc..  No.  19182, — The  r^resenta- 
tive  of  an  enterprise  In  t)ie  Philippine  Islands,  who  Is  now  In  tbe  United 
States,  desires  to  obtain  full  Information  concerning  the  manufacture  of 
coconut  oil  and  the  necessary  machinery,  with  a  view  to  placing  an  order 
for  the  complete  equipment  of  a  copra-crushing  establishment  which  will 
have  an  initial  daily  output  of  15  to  30  barrels  of  oil.  He  wants  apparatus 
for  crushing  the  copra  and  refining  and  handling  the  oil,  as  well  as  the 
necessary  power  plant.  The  company  which  he  represents  Is  interested  la 
machinery  for  desiccating  copra,  for  making  butter  and  soap,  and  for  manu- 
facturing coir  matting.  The  man  also  wishes  to  purchase  at  once  for  a 
firm  in  the  Philippines  50  tons  of  caustic  soda.  He  is  interested  in  hand- 
kerchief^ socks,  underwear,  ties,  towels,  caps,  ond  enameled  ware.  The 
cheaper  grades  of  these  latter  goods,  such  as  carried  by  5  and  10  cent 
stores,  are  reqidred. 

Automobiles,  No,  19133. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  a 
man  in  that  country  wishes  to  represent  American  exporters  of  nutomo- 
biles  ranging  In  prices  from  $1,000  to  $2,500.  Payments  will  be  made  cash 
against  documents. 

Laundry  machinery,  No.  10134. — ^A  business  man  In  the  United  States  >vrites 
that  the  director  of  a  hotel  in  Russia  is  in  the  market  for  American  laundry 
machinery. 

Wool,  cotton,  and  linen  goods.  No.  19185. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in 
Sweden  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
Amtflcan  manufocturens  and  ezportera  ot  wool,  cotton,  and  linen  goods. 
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HABEET  FOB  PIAHOS  IH  BITBMA. 

[Consul  Maswill  K.  Moorbead,  Bangooo,  Aug.  30.1 

.  The  imports  of  pianos  into  Burma  by  sea  during  each  of  the.three 
years  ended  March  31,  from  1913  to  1915,  according  to  official  customs 
figures  at  Bangoon,  were : 


Cnmtrles. 

1913-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Number. 

Value. 

Number. 

Value. 

Number. 

VHoe. 

28 

23 
35 
1 
5 

S3, 540 

3,310 
0, 130 
340 
700 

23 
20 
25 

S3, 290 
3,400 

3,750 

37 
16 
7 
1 
2 

S5,W0 
3;760 
1,070 
IW 
240 

3 

410 

92 

14,060 

70 

10,910 

63 

10,200 

These  figures  do  not  represent  the  total  imports  into  Burma  for 
the  reason  that  a  considerable  number  of  pianos  are  purchased  through 
musical  houses  in  Calcutta.  One  of  the  principal  dealers  in  Rangoon 
has  estimated  that  at  least  100  new  pianos  are  sold  annually  in 
Burma. 

The  trade  has  been  controlled  by  German  and  Austrian  manufac- 
turei's,  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  make  thei^  pianos  suitable  for 
this  very  hot  and  damp  climate.  German  and  Austrian  pianos  have 
been  considered  superior  by  the  local  trade.  Now  that  importations 
from  Germany  and  Austria  have  been  stopped  American  manufac- 
turers should  get  a  share  of  the  large  Indian  trade. 
Special  Kequlreineitta  Because  of  Climate. 

The  leading  piano  dealers  in  Burma,  at  the  request  of  this  consu- 
late, have  furnished  a  statement  of  the  requirements  in  manufacture, 
in  order  to  make  pianos  salable  in  Burma.   They  say : 

The  special  features  of  manufacture  of  pianos  suitable  for  and  calculated 
to  withstand  the  extremes  and  peculiarities  of  the  varying  climatic  conditions 
which  are  obtaining  here  must  embody  the  following:  (a)  Case  work  must  be 
of  solid  wood  tliroughout,  of  one  piece  (preferably  mahogany,  which  has  proved 
itself  most  suitable),  and  must  be  screwed  throughout  as  well  as  glued,  and 
should  be  further  secured  by  brass  corners.  (6)  Action  must  be  riveted 
where  possible,  and  In  other  parts  stitched  with  sllk.'so  as  to  malte  it  as  little 
as  possible  dependent  on  glue,  and  made  extra  free  in  the  centers,  (c)  Iron 
frame  to  bo  cast  In  one  piece,  (d)  Keys  should  be  covered  with  fine  celluloid, 
screwed  over  the  front  of  the  bey  in  one  piece,  and  screwed  both  ends.  The 
somid-board  ribs  must  be  screwed  at  close  intervals. 

These  precautionary  measures  seem  incorapreheii.s!ible  to  those  mauafacturers 
who  have  had  no  experience  in  the  trying  nature  of  our  climate. 
-  Then  again,  the  terms  wc  have  enjoyed,  namely,  six  montlis  credit  from  both 
English  and  German  houses,  is  a  factor  of  no  small  importance  to  us.  If  yon 
are  In  a  position  to  obtain  for  us  from  American  manufacturers  nil  these 
facilities  us  to  manufacture  and  terms,  on  hearing  from  you  to  this  effect  we 
shall  be  happy  to  foster  and  build  up  a  connection  for  American  proilucts  as 
we  have  been  Instrumental  in  doing  for  others  whose  goods  we  have  handled. 

If  American  manufacturers  will  carry  out  these  suggestions  as  to 
manufacture,  and  will  grant  more  liberal  terms  of  credit,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  a  large  trade  could  be  created  in  India  and  throughout 

all  tropical  countries. 

'  [Further  facts  regarding  the  imimrts  of  pianos  and  other  musical  Instruments 
Into  India  are  given  In  tlie  recent  publication  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
0muestic  Commerce,  "  British  India,  with  Notes  on  Ceylon,  Afghanistan,  and 
Tibet"  (Special  Consular  Reports  No.  72),  which  may  be  c^tnined  at  91  per 
copy  from  the  Sui>erintendeut  of  Documents.  Government  Printing  O0lce,  Wash- 
iDfllna,  D.  C,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau.] 
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KOSWEGIAN  DEFENSE  COMILISSIOIIEB  TO  VISIT  HEBE. 

[American  Minister  A.  G.  Schmedeman,  Chrtstlaulo,  Oct  16.] 

A  communication  has  been  received,  under  date  of  the  15  instant, 
from  the  Royal  Norwegian  Department  for  Foreign  Affairs,  announc- 
ing that  Mr.  Johan  Molbach-Thellefsen  has  been  appointed  the  spe- 
cial commissioner  of  the  Norwegian  Government  (Department  of 
Defense),  and  intends  to  proceed  shortly  to  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  making  purchases  and  placing  orders. 


BESULTS  OF  TBIANGUI&TION  WOBK  FUBUSHEB. 

Positions  of  369  triangulation  stations  in  West  Virginia,  Ohio. 
Kentuc^,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri  are  given  by  the  United 
States  Cfoast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  in  Special  Publication  No.  30, 
which  has  just  been  issued.  The  work  forms  part  of  a  transconti- 
nental triangulation  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 

The  geographic  positions,  on  the  North  American  datum,  of  all 
stations  in  the  area  covered,  are  given,  together  with  all  available 
descriptions  of  these  points. 

Aside  from  its  scientific  interest,  the  volume  has  a  large  practical 
value,  as  it  offers  to  the  engineer  and  map  maker  a  large  number  of 
points  determined  trigonometrically  and  correlated  on  one  geodetic 
datum.  These  stations  or  points  are  a  part  of  a  framework,  com- 
posed of  the  connected  triangulation  of  the  country,  from  which  the 
State,  county,  or  private  surveyor  may  extend  triangulation  of  a 
lower  grade  for  the  control  of  detailed  work. 

Copies  of  the  publication  may  be  obtained  by  interested  persons  on 
application  to  tne  Division  of  Publications,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, Washington,  D.  C. 
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METAL  GOODS  WARKKT  IN  JAPAN. 

[Extract  from  Japan  AdvertlBor  of  Oct.  6.  by  Consul  General  George  H.  Sddmore, 
■  Yokohama.  ] 

Regarding  the  recent  tendency  of  the  quotations  for  iron  goods,  it  is 
reported  that  the  day  aft«r  the  outbreak  of  war  last  year  quotations 
rose  by  over  75  per  cent.  lint  means  of  importation  have  proved 
easier  th..n  expected,  and  quotations  recently  fell  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  were  higher  than  those  prior  to  the  war  by  only  30  or  40  per 
cent.  Quite  recently,  however,  quotations  have  shown  a  tendency  to 
rise,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  supplies  from  Germany 
and  Belgium  and  the  embargo  on  iron  goods  enforced  in  England. 
Moreover,  prices  in  the  British  and  American  markets  are  also  grad- 
ually rising.  These  causes,  together  with  the  increase  in  freight 
rates,  have  now  caused  quotations  on  the  home  market  to  be  higher 
by  over  100  per  cent  than  prior  to  the  war.  Another  reason  for  this 
nse  is  that  all  the  output  from  Japan's  iron  mines  is  being  con- 
sumed for  munitions  of  war,  and  the  shortage  of  supply  for  house- 
buildinsr  or  shipbuilding  materials  is  keenly  felt. 

Tbe  following  comparatiTo  table  shows  the  prices  of  various  iron 
and  other  metal  goo^  in  September  this  year  and  July  last  year  and 
the  percentage  of  increase: 


July,  m4. 


Sept,  ins. 


Peroent- 
SReof 


Iron  (IWt  pooiwls)  

Irim  rods  (100  pounds)  

Iron  pipe  (1  inch  d'ameter,  I  toot  leogtb). 

Copper  (100  pounds)    

ElccLrolytic  oopper  (lOOpOimds)  

Lead  (lOO  iwunda)  

Zino  iron  wires  (100  pounds)  

Zinc  iron  plnie  (A  feet)  comiirited  ........ 

Ztne  Iron  plate  (plain)  No.  30  

Iron  nails  (ICQ  pounds)  

Sorseshoe  nails  (100  [MNinds)  


laos 
i.« 

.MB8 
23.88 
3S.80 
4.67 
Z44 
.3337 
.SW 
2.35 
£.08 


ft,  OS 
2.i« 

.0773 
28.  K8 

n.oi 

5.30 

4.  OB 
.5338 
.0335 

4. 38 

9.33 


18:3 
9S.5 

a 

2k* 

90 

13.6 

«.» 

n.s 

80.8 
H.1 
U.S 


TEIPOLI  NEEDS  BAELEY  AND  COTTONSEED  OH. 

[Consul  W.  Roderick  Dopsey,  QMpoll,  Libya,  Sept  24,] 

In  view  of  <;he  price  at  which  barley  is  being  sold  at  wholesale  by 
the  municipality  of  Tripoli  ($1.17  a  bushel),  it  is  believed  that,  not- 
withstanding the  high  exchange,  the  American  article  could  be  han- 
dled here  at  a  good  profit.  Importers  are  being  interested  in  the  pos- 
sibility of  direct  business. 

Cottonseed  oil  offers  another  opening.  Native  olive  oil  does  not 
reach  this  market  freely,  and  the  demand  for  this  substitute  has  in- 
creased. It  is  said  to  be  mixed  with  the  product  of  Italian  olives  to 
suit  the  native  palate.  Supplies  have  b^  arriving  regularly  from 
the  United  States  through  the  Genoese  agent  of  a  well-lmown  mill. 

There  has  been  a  general  augmentation  of  food  values  in  Tripoli, 
and  the  municipal  counsel  has,  from  time  to  time,  issued  proclama- 
tions establishing  prices.  A  recent  order  (Sept.  11)  fixes  new  limits 
for  certain  articles. 

[A  very  full  review  of  tlie  food  situation  In  Tripoli,  with  details  of  price 
fluctuations,  hna  been  received  from  Consul  Dorsey,  and  may  be  examined  by 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  GMnmeroe  or  Its  brandi 
offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  6TWS8.] 
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ATTEUFE  TO  MEET  SHIFFina  DEUAKBS  AT  ADEN. 


[Vice  Coagnl  Arttanr  O.  Watson,  Aden,  Arabia,  Bept.  30.] 


It  is  probable  that  the  bulk  of  the  accumulation  of  skins  and  hides, 
intended  for  the  United  States,  which  has  been  lying  at  Aden 
awaiting  shipment  since  the  end  of  May,  will  shortly  be  cleaned  up. 
Since  the  end  of  August  increased  space  has  been  arriving  at  Aden, 
and  several  merchants  have  shipped  practically  all  their  stoelcs. 
It  is  difficult  to  say  positively  whether  the  congestion  will  actually 
be  relieved,  but  the  indications  point  that  way.  It  looks  as  if  con- 
ditions similar  to  those  of  last  year  may  prevail,  with  sufficient 
regular  space  to  take  away  accumulations  until  February  or  early 
March,  but  after  that  time,  in  the  opinion  of  many  persons,  space 
will  be  scarce  for  several  months. 

Opportunities  for  shipments  of  coffee  have  been  more  freely  of- 
fered, as  it  is  cliiKsetl  as  "clean  "  cargo,  but  nt  times  shippers  of  coffee 
have  severely  felt  the  shortage  of  sliipping  facilities. 

The  Italian  lines  are  accepting  freight  for  New  York  only,  trans- 
shipment at  Naples,  at  $45.42  per  ton  for  skins  and  hides  and  $25.95 
for  coffee.  The  British  lines  are  charging  $32.44  per  ton  for  skins 
and  hides  to  American  ports  and  $19.4G  for  coffee,  with  tranship- 
ment at  London.  The  British  India  agents,  the  greatest  carriers 
from  Aden,  have  been  instructed  not  to  accept  any  cargo  for 
America,  owing  to  the  difliculty  in  obtaining  space  from  London 
and  the  possibility  of  increnses  in  froiglits  from  London  to  American 
ports-  Their  agents  at  Aden  are,  however,  accepting  cargo  for 
American  ports  at  tlie  rates  mentioned,  obtaining  from  the  shippers 
letters  to  tne  effect  that  any  increase  in  transshipment  or  on  carry- 
ing freight  will  be  borne  by  the  shipper. 


A  private  secretary  to  the  American  commercial  attache  in  Petro- 
grad,  Russia,  will  soon  be  appointed.  The  duties  call  for  a  Imowledge 

of  the  Russian  language,  stonogriiphy,  and  typewriting.  The  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  desires  that  its  appointee  should 
be  as  well  equipped  in  every  way  as  possible,  and  will  conduct  a  com- 
petitive examination  for  the  position,  which  pays  a  salary  of  $1,500 
per  annum  and  traveling  expenses.  The  best  of  references  will  be 
required  of  all  candidates  to  be  considered.  Ajiplication  should  be 
made  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  stating  education  and  Imowledge  of  foreign  languages. 


COMBINATIONS  OF  GEBUAN  FACOBS  OF  CANNED  aOOBS. 


The  Brunswick  Landeszeitung  of  October  13,  1915,  reports  that  a 
combination  of  the  German  Packers  of  Canned  Goods  is  being  formed 
to  regulate  their  relations  with  the  large  distributing  houses.  The 
object  will  be  to  regulate  prices,  which  has  become  necessary  on  ac- 
count of  market  fluctuations,  and  also  to  obtain  better  terms  of  pay- 


Secretary  to  Attach^  at  Fetrograd  to  be  Chosen. 


[CoDsal  Talbot  J.  Albert,  Bnmswlck,  Germany,  Oct.  13.] 
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FOEKIOir  COKHEBCE  OF  TTKITXI)  STATES  FOK  SEPTEKBEB. 

The  usual  monthly  statement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 

States  has  just  bw.u  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce,  Departiuont  of  Comnierce.  The  imports  and  expoits 
by  great  groups  during  the  month  of  September  and  the  nine  montlis 
ending  with  September  are  presented  in  the  following  statement: 


Groupt. 

If  onth  of  September— 

9  months  ending  Septem- 
ber— 

1014 

1016 

19U 

1915 

mpons. 

Crude  matertols  for  use  in  maniifncturltif!  

F(iwl-;tufT'i  i-icrufle condition  a'.ti  food  aTiimals. 
ForidstuI7s  partly  or  wholly  maniific!n'M 
UiiT'iif&cttirc^  Cjr  further  usq  iii  nittnuiiiclur- 

Mui:ufacluri>s  reiidy  (or  consumption  

1S,P12.5<11 

30, 01 7,  i-T-i 

72,04}, \4\ 
lS.641,7m 

23, 101,113 
1,  an ,  Z3 

$4<tl,eOR,7'4 

175.4:1;, 
20a,3r>3,9S2 

ai7, 499. 1<2 
314,512,04:> 
I2,r.1l,413 

169,230.328 
224,0S3,155 

190, 4.'7,7T3 
214, 1>  n.  4''3 
9,4  4.C4J 

139,710.011 

151,23r.,026 

J,  410,  on,  874 

1,302,094,^ 

Crude  materinls tor  ase  in  mamifacturfng 
Focdsiufls   ia  crud«  condition  and  tood 

Foodstuila  partly  or  wholly  m&nu(acti<rcd .... 
Manufactures  fur  furtLer  use  in  uianuiactur- 
tog  

18,344,571 

41.™,  KM 
26,  TW).  7»5 

21.107,?41 
M.  (»!.•*.  S77 

43,677.599 

32.r40,SS4 
44, 47-1, 710 

42,3'i0.7.=3 

10,100,204 

358,759,343 

iro.iWrj.fTl 
H)7,44ti  2W) 

2Rl.pPt>.4'« 
4&:>.(1' 1.402 
5, 3^3,  J 

418. 76,1. 538 

32I,K.'«,24l 
44:t,5EO,973 

raa  107. 
875, 7^3, 761 
60,261,163 

153,SDl,3» 
2,ltrO,!Ml 

2IS,64R,2-H 

l,44l^,|}7£,r39 
27,32ii,0-0 

2,4*0,274,164 
42,311,003 

IX,  033,333 

300,076,821 

l,4t>7, 401,989 

2,532,483,167 

IKABACMBO'S  SEFTEMBEB  COFFEE  EXPORTS. 

[CoDsol  Q.  K.  Donald,  Haracalbo,  Venezuela,  Oct.  ai 

Exports  of  coffee  from  Maracoibo  during  September,  1915,  were: 
For  New  York,  3JJ,2G3  bags;  for  Amsterdam,  5,100  bags;  for  Mar- 
seille, 2,000  bags;  for  Genoa,  l,r>U9  bags;  total,  -11,902  bags,  com- 
pared with  58,008  bugs  for  September,  1914,  a  falling  oIT  uf  16,046 
bags. 

The  average  for  September  during  the  10  years  from  1905  to  1914 
was  38,430  bags,  so  that  this  year  the  total  was  3,532  bags  above  tlie 
average. 

Entninces  of  coffee  for  September,  1915,  amounted  to  51,527  bags, 
containing  5,051,G25  pounds,  compared  with  27,166  bags,  containing 
3,087,27.'>  pounds,  in  September,  1914.  The  total  entered  from  Janu- 
ary 1  to  September  30,  1015,  was  493,974  bags,  containing  56,607^ 
pounds,  compared  with  446,781  bags,  contaming  50^82,025  pounds, 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 


CONSITLAE  TRADE  COKFEBEHGES. 

Consid  William  J.  Grace,  of  Aden,  Arabia,  now  in  the  United 
States  on  leave  of  absence  until  about  December  15, 1915,  states  that 
his  home  address  will  be  233  Stuyresant  Avenue,  Brooldyn,  N.  T., 
and  that  his  address  for  trade  conferences  wiU  be  the  Associa-- 
tion  of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Kew  York  City, 
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FINAL  FOBECAST  OF  THE  JUTE  CROP. 

[Consul  General  James  A.  Smltb.  Calcutta,  India,  Sept  22.] 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  of  Bengal  has  published  the  final 
forecast  of  the  jute  crop  of  1915,  showing  the  acreage  and  estimated 
outturn.  Although  the  season  has  not  been  unfavorable,  so  far  as 
the  distribution  and  the  rainfall  are  concerned,  except  in  some  parts 
of  Bengal,  the  crop  has  been  greatly  damaged  by  flooding  in  certain 
districts.  The  final  figures  of  acreage  and  production  for  the  three 
Provinces,  for  this  year  and  last  year,  are : 


Province. 

Acres. 

Bdes. 

19U 

1915 

1914 

1915 

467.199 

855,511 
1,549,  HI4 
44,413 

330, 120 
111,000 

325,858 
001,414 
1,158,708 

27,56a 
1RR,0!« 

75,400 

1,337,098 
2,734.433 
S,S3S,8R7 

135.  r37 
o7S0, 

307,403 

1,  (HI,  399 
1,975,539 
3,479,m 
72,335 
•892,873 
157,459 

3, 358,737 

2,377,310 

10,531,605 

7,«H,733 

a  Indudisg  Nepal. 


[A  dispatch,  printed  In  CoMMEncE  Reports  for  Oct.  12,  ISIS,  from  Dun- 
dee. Seotlnnd,  gave  similar  acreage  and  outturn,  altliough  there  was  a  slight 
difference  in  the  total  nttml>er  of  acres  under  cultivation.  Tlie  present  report 
gives  tlie  figures  by  separate  Provinces.  Otiier  dispatches  on  Uic  jute  crop  were 
published  in  GouuintcE  Bepobts  for  Aug.  23,  Aug.  30,  and  Oct.  0,  1915.1 


lOWEE  FBICES  AT  AHSTEEBAH  TOBACCO  SALES. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Oct.  IS.] 

Twelve  public  sales  of  tobacco  have  been  held  in  Amsterdam  this 
year.  There  were  246,543  packages  of  Sumatra  sold,  at  an  average 
price  of  $0,336  per  pound,  compared  with  251,689  packages,  at  an 
average  price  of  $0.47  per  pound,  at  the  corresponding  sales  in  1914. 
At  the  same  sales  14,942  packages  of  Borneo  brought  an  average  price 
of  $0,218  per  pound  this  year,  against  14,026  packages  at  an  average 
of  $0,245  in  1914. 

The  lower  prices  this  year  were  due  to  inferior  quality,  on  the 
whole,  but  dealers  say  that  American  buyers  paid  aoout  the  same 
prices  as  last  year,  because  they  took  the  best  qualities.  It  is  note- 
worthy  that  the  prices  for  the  12  sales  this  year  are  much  below  the 
average  quoted  in  a  report  from  this  consulate  covering  the  first  five 
sales,  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  June  18,  1915.  A  promi- 
nent dealer  explains  that  every  year  the  tendency  is  to  buy  the  best 
qualities  at  the  first  sales. 

German  buyers  were  formerly  an  element  of  strong  competition. 


Consul  Henry  M.  Wolcott,  at  Habanaj  reports  that  a  $16,000  com- 
pany has  been  formed  in  the  American  citrus  fruit  gi'owing  colony  at 
La  Gloria,  Oriente  Province,  Cuba,  for  manufacturing  citric  acid 
from  limes. 
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BETTER  BES0LTS  POSSIBLE  WITH  BBmUAN  GOAL. 

tAniPrlcan  Ambaiwador  K<l7ln  T.  Morgnn,  Rto  <1c  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Sept.  15.1 

The  present  scarcity  of  foreign  coal  in  Brazil,  resultinj;  from  the 
partial  suspension  of  the  iniportution  of  coal  from  England  which 
the  Euroiwan  war  caused,  has  drawn  the  attention  of  Brazilian 
mineralogists  to  the  national  supply  of  that  commodity.  Dr.  Or- 
ville  A.  Derby,  Director  of  the  Federal  (Jeoloi^ical  and  Mineralogical 
Service,  contributed,  on  September  1*2,  to  the  Jonial  do  Comercio 
of  this  city,  an  interesting  article  on  Brazilian  coal. 

Dr.  Derby  refers  to  the  exhaustive  report  upon  the  subject  that 
was  made  a  few  years  ago  by  Dr.  I.  C.  White,  and  culls  attention  to 
the  relative  lack  of  interest  aroused  by  the  portion  of  that  report 
relating  to  national  coal  heavily  charged  with  gas.  It  is  Dr.  Derby's 
opinion  that  as  a  result  of  washing  and  the  manufacture  of  national 
coal  into  briquets,  the  latter  can  be  used  effectively  in  locomotive 
engines  and  not  confined,  as  at  present,  to  stationary  machines.  He 
says  in  his  discussion: 

BraziUan  mmniprcc  Iins  at  hand  a  means  of  making  a  ton  of  national  coal 
equal  to  throe  times  itself,  and  nearly  a  ton  and  a  half  of  the  best  imported 
<'oal  whicii  It  at  present  consumes.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  snbstitutinp;  gas 
inarlUnes  for  its  steiim  iiuichines.  fwl  by  nutlonnl  coid.  This  is  an  industrial 
revoluticm  whicli  iH  rapidly  talilng  place  In  countries  wiUch  produce  u  superior 
quality  of  roal  and  In  which,  tiH>,  It:^  economic  and  politimi  Importance  are 
much  less  timn  will  be  the  case  In  Brazil  when,  as  must  tucvitnbly  occur.  It  be- 
comes offei-livo  here.  Would  It  nut  be  well  for  Brazilian  indutitrlal  and  public 
l>owers  to  hasten  the  advont  of  this  revolution? 

Vst  of  Briquets  In  Locomotives. 

By  the  snhstitution  of  pas  mnchhios.  In  which  sticfTssful  experiments  have 
been  made  for  furnaces,  the  question  of  the  use  of  inferior  coal  will  be  settled. 
Locomotivey,  however,  mu.st  continue  to  use  furnnces,  hut  not  noces.-^arily  with 
tlie  present  metl«Ml,  which  is  prejudicial  to  the  value  of  national  coal.  Recent 
repOTts  from  the  United  States  show  the  success  of  the  experiments  which  have 
been  made  there  with  the  system  of  Injecting  eonl  reduced  to  fine  powder  Into 
the  furnaces  of  the  locomotives,  and  state  that  the  nianaj;ement  of  the  Central 
Railway  of  Brazil  Is  prepaHnc  to  try  that  system.  If.  as  there  Is  every  reason 
to  expect,  it  Is  proven  that  national  coal  can  t)e  usetl  on  railways  with  tlie  strict 
selection  resulting  from  washinj;  and  briquets  wliich  is  now  coiwidered  nectfs- 
sarj',  a  new  horizon  will  be  opt>nc<l  for  the  use  of  national  coal  and  for  the 
economic  future  of  the  country. 

I  would  add  tliat  this  system  does  not  Involve,  as  doe.s  that  of  Ras,  the  sub- 
stitution of  other  machines  and  fixtures,  but  only  a  few  alterations  analogous 
to  those  necessary  for  the  substitution  of  liquid  for  solid  combustibles. 

[Commerce  11i-:ik}BTS,  In  Its  Issues  of  Apr.  24.  June  ^3.  and  July  24,  presented 
In  detail  the  factors  entering  Into  the  coal  situation  in  Brazil  and  other  tropical 
countries.] 


CIOAB  FACTOSY  IN  PAVAKA. 

[CoDsal  General  Alban  0.  Snyder,  Panama  City,  Oct.  12.] 

An  American  capitalist  in  this  city  has  just  opened  a  ci^ar  factory 
in  Panama.  He  intends  at  present  to  manufacture  only  Habana 
cigars  for  sale  on  the  Canal  Zone  and  to  ships  using  the  canal,  and  is 
importing  pure  Cuban  tobacco  direct  from  Habana  for  this  purpose. 

[Tiie  address  of  the  manufacturer  may  be  had  from  the  Bureaa  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce;  refer  to  file  67,736.] 
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JABAITS  NEW  TEADE  IN  LINEN  AND  HEHP  CLOTH. 

[Bztnct  from  Japan  Times,  Sept.  18,  forwarded  by  CoubuI  General  George  H.  Scldmore, 

Yokohama.] 

Th«  war  has  opened  a  new  trade  for  Japan  in  the  form  of  linen 
and  hemp-cloth  exports.  Japan's  hemp  industry  has  recently 
progressed  so  rapidly,  having  been  stimulated  by  the  success  of  flax 
growing  in  Hokkaido,  that  when  the  war  began  the  time  was  ripe 
for  the  opening  of  trade  with  the  outside  countries. 

England  was  the  greatest  supplier  of  hemp  cloth  and  linen  befoi-e 
the  war,  but  now  that  the  war  has  cut  off  the  supply  of  raw  material, 
she  can  not  carry  on  the  line  so  actively  as  before,  while  Russia, 
though  slie  is  one  of  the  greatest  producers  of  flax  and  hemp,  can  not 
turn  over  clcth,  her  workmen  being  too  unskilled  to  increase  the 
supply  of  cloth.  Accordingly  all  buyers,  in  which,  curiously  enough, 
those  two  countries  are  now  included,  have  turned  to  this  country  for 
the  increasing  supply  of  cloth. 

England  has  recently  placed  great  orders  with  Japanese  mills,  and 
some  of  them  are  already  filled ;  hemp  yam  and  cloth  to  the  amount 
of  $74,700  and  $249,000,  respectively,  are  a  recent  shipment  to  Great 
Britain.  Prices  in  England  being  markedly  dearer  than  in  this 
country,  Japanese  millers  are  bles^  with  unexpectedly  large  mar- 
gins of  profit. 

Russia  and  the  Dutch  Indies  have  also  placed  big  orders  with 
mills  here,  but  so  far  many  of  them  have  been  declined  on  account 
of  the  comparatively  small  extent  of  production  in  mills  here.  The 
season's  crop  of  flax  in  Hokkaido  is  said  to  be  very  favorable. 


FEOFOSE  FEBHANENT  NETHESLANSS  EXHIBIT. 

A  permanent  exhibition  of  the  products  of  the  Netherlands  in  San 
Francisco  has  been  proposed  by  the  Holland -American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  that  city  as  a  means  of  furthering  trade  between  the 
Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States  and  that  European  country.  Com- 
mercial Agent  E.  G.  Babbitt,  representing  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  in  San  Francisco,  reports  that  the  Holland- 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  undertaken  to  interest  the 
Netherlands  firms  now  exhibiting  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Interna- 
tional Exposition  in  the  project  of  opening  a  permanent  showroom 
in  San  Francisco  after  the  close  of  the  exposition  for  the  display  of 
various  articles  and  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  trade  information. 
It  has  been  proposed  that  sucn  an  office  should  be  opened  before 
January  1, 1016. 


LIFE  INSUBANCE  AKONCl  THE  CHINESE  . 

IConsu!  G.  C.  Hanson,  Swatow,  China,  Sept.  18.] 

During  August,  1915,  an  Englishman  and  a  Dane,  agents  of  the 
China  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  (Ltd.)  (British),  traveled  through 
this  part  of  Kwangtung.  Province  from  Chaochowfu  to  Hing-ning 
via  Kaying  soliciting  insurance  among  the  Chinese.  All  the  large 
towns  were  visited  en  route,  and  the  results  of  the  canvassing  are  re- 
ported to  hare  been  surprisingly  successful. 
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AtrST&AZJAn^BAILWATS  TO  BE  ELECTBIFIEI). 

tConsal  Oeneral  JT.  I.  Biittatn.  Syancj,  Sept.  18.] 

At  the  present  time  two  schemes  for  electrifying  certain  existing 
lines  of  urban  and  suburban  railway's  are  engaging  the  attention  of 
the  local  transportation  departments.  The  railway  service  Imowii 
as  the  NortJi  Shore  line,  running  from  Milson's  Point  (the  traffic 
center  immediately  opposite  the  city  proper)  to  Ilornsby  (13  miles 
away  on  the  main  line  from  Sydney  to  the  north)  is  about  to  be  elec- 
trified. Already  a  tunnel  tmder  the  harbor  for  carrying  the  neces- 
sary supply  cable  is  being  driven,  and  but  for  an  unexpected  inter- 
ruption, due  to  a  fault  in  the  rock,  would  have  been  nearly  completed 
by  this  time.  The  idea  is  to  supply  power  for  this  service  from  the 
existing  generating  station  at  White  Bav  on  the  Sydney  side  of  the 
harbor.  The  work  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Railway  Department 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Government. 

The  second  project  is  much  more  extensive  in  conception  and  is 
only  awaiting  the  passing  of  an  enabling  bill,  now  in  the  State  Parlia- 
ment, before  being  started.  The  subjoined  outline  of  the  prop<»ed 
improvements  has  been  furnished  to  this  consulate  general  by  an 
official  of  the  public  works  department,  Mr.  J.  J.  C.  Bradfield,  who 
is  chief  engineer  of  metropolitan  railway  construction  and  is  in  full 
charge  of  the  preliminary  arrangements.  Mr.  Bradfield  recently  vis- 
ited the  United  States,  and  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  his  ex- 

goriences  there  undoubtedly  paved  the  way^  for  considerable  American 
usiness  in  ctmnection  witii  the  forthcoming  enterprise.  Mr.  Bnul- 
field  says: 

Work  to  Be  Trndertaken. 

The  electric  rallwaya  nbout  to  be  undertaken  in  the  metropolitan  area  of 
Sytlney  inchule :  (a)  Tlio  Inmiodinte  oIcM-triftcatlon  nf  the  loner  zone  subur- 
ban railways,  romprlsiiiR  G4  route  lulliis  or  200  track  miles,  and  in  tlie  near 
future  tlie  electrllication  of  tlio  outer  zone  suburban  railways  radiatlnR  some 
36  miles  from  Sydney,  an  additional  length  of  2(X)  track  miles,  (b)  The  con- 
fitruction  of  a  16-mlle,  double-track  loop  railway  around  the  city  of  Sydney, 
(c)  The  conntnictlon  of  double-track  railways  to  the  eastn'n,  western,  and 
northern  suburbs,  connecting  with  the  existing  railways  and  witli  the  city 
railway — a  length  pC  37  miles  of  single  track. 

Tlie  ruling  grades  will  be  about  3i  per  cent  with  the  load  and  2}  percent  against 
the  load,  while  the  sharpest  curve  Is  11^°  radius.  All  platforms  will  be  520  feet 
long,  and  will  be  placed  In  shallow  subways;  access  will  be  genemlly  by  steps. 
Power  will  be  supplied  from  overhead  wires  to  the  train  motors  at  l.-VK)  volts. 

The  railways  to  the  northern  and  western  suburbs  necessitate  long-span 
cantilever  bridges  acrais  the  harbor,  without  piers  fn  tiie  fairway;  the  bridge 
to  North  Sydney  to  be  1,000  feet  center  span,  accommodating  4  lines  of  rail- 
way, a  main  roadway  35  feet  wide,  a  motor  roadway  18  feet  wide,  and  a  foot- 
way 15  feet  wide.  The  bridge  to  Balmaln  to  be  1,350  feet  center  span,  accom- 
modating two  lines  of  railway  and  the  same  roadways  and  footways.  The 
clear  headway  for  shipping  under  the  bridges  to  be  170  feet  at  high  wat<!r. 

Estimated  Cost. 

The  total  cost  of  the  scheme  Is  approximately  £20.000,000  (.$97,330,000).  An 
act  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  £6.400,000  ($31,145,600)  is  now  before 
Parliament. 

The  constrnction  of  the  city  railway  and  portions  of  the  eastern  and  western 
suburban  raihvays  are  to  be  put  In  hand  and  carried  oat  by  Messrs.  Norton 
OriOitbs  on  a  percentage  basis,  the  Public  Works  Deportment  supplying  plant 
and  material. 

[A  plan  giving  the  location  of  the  proposed  railways  and  a  bird's- 
eye  Tiew  snowing  the  city  railway  and  the  location  of  the  harbor 
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bridges  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  07724.  Mention 
of  the  proposed  change  to  electric  traction  on  these  railways  was 
made  in  Commerce  Rbfokts  for  Mar.  10,  1915.] 


nCTUBE  POST  GASB8  IH  FORTUaAL. 

[Consul  Oeoeral  W.  X<.  Lowrle,  liisboo,  Aug.  26.] 

Portugal  annuaUy  buys  from  other  countries  more  than  1.000,000 
post  cards  a  year,  and  at  present  stocks  are  ver^  low.  'the  best 
sellins  cords  are  those  with  fibres  and  landscapes.  At  Christmas 
and  New  Year's,  the  shops  display  large  assortments  of  holiday  cards 
with  more  or  less  appropriate  scenes  and  greetings  in  French, 
English,  or  German.  Although  snow  is  never  seen  in  Lisbon,  holiday 
cards  displaying  houses  and  trees  buried  in  snow  are  quite  common 
and  seem  to  be  in  demand.  Dealers  state  that  the  best  sellers  would 
be  appropriate  Christmas  or  New  Year's  designs,  with  words  in 
Portuguese. 

The  usual  size  of  post  cards  is  by  5|  inches  and  they  are  packed 
for  shipment  in  pasteboard  boxes.  The  Portuguese  tariff  assesses  a 
duty  on  post  caras  of  1  escudo  per  kilo  (about  32  cents  per  pound  at 
present  exchange).  If  imported  direct  from  the  United  States  the 
duty  is  60  centavos  (20  cents  per  pound) ;  if  imported  via  England, 
the  full  duty  is  collected.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  importers 
expect  three  to  six  months'  credit,  but  now  they  would  pay  cash 
against  documents. 

[A  list  of  the  leadinK  post-cord  dealers  Id  Lisbon  and  Oporto  may  be  had, 
apon  request,  from  the  Burenu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch 
offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  66212.] 


YOBXSHIBE  SCHOOXS  TO  BEBUCE  COST  OF  STJFFLTES. 

[CoDsol  Homer  M.  Brtngton,  Leeds,  Bnsland,  Oct.  4.] 

The  West  Riding  Education  Committee  on  September  29,  1915, 
considered  and  finafi;^  voted  to  adopt  a  proposal  from  the  elementary 
subcommittee  regarding  the  establishment  of  a  central  store  to  sup- 
ply books,  stationery,  and  apparatus  to  elementary  schools,  the  sta- 
tionery also  to  be  supplied  to  other  departments  of  the  county  coimeil. 
The  new  method  will  make  it  possible  to  split  up  the  schedule  of 
goods  supplied,  which  is  a  very  complex  one,  containing  upward  of 
500  items,  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  publishers,  manufacturers,  and 
dealers  in  goods  of  different  kinds  to  tender  for  direct  supplv  of  these 
items  and  at  the  same  time  to  decrease  the  cost  of  distribution  to 
schools. 

The  annual  cost  of  the  store  is  estimated  as  follows:  Staff,  $3,099; 
carriage,  postage,  and  packing  materials,  $3,990;  rates,  taxes,  fuel, 
light,  cleaning,  etc.,  $632;  annual  working  cost  to  cover  payments 
made  earlier  than  under  the  present  system,  $875;  total,  $8,599.10. 
The  subcommittee  has  estimates  showing  that  in  the  supply  of  books, 
stationery,  etc.,  to  elementary  schools  alone,  it  will  be  possible  to 
effect  savings  to  the  extent  of  more  Uian  $2,433.25  per  annum  beyond 
the  expenses  indicated. 
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IBON  DEPOSITS  OF  BRAZIL. 

[CoDBUl  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Jaoelro,  Sept.  1.1 

Although  geographically  nearly  as  large  as  the  United  States  and 
in  many  places  highly  mineralized,  Brazil  is  almost  unexploited  as 
a  mining  proposition.  The  mining  lows  of  the  country  have  recently 
been  remodeled  in  a  manner  that  provides  a  decided  step  toward 
modernization  and  practical  applicability,  but  this  legislation  will 
not  overcome  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities  from  the.  interior 
and  the  high  cost  of  freights  and  of  labor,  which  have  hitherto  been 
obstacles  sufficient  to  keep  the  truly  great  mineral  resources  of  the 
Kepublic  almost  untouched.  [An  analysis  of  the  new  mining  law 
referred  to  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domiestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices;  ask  for  file  No..  G0286.] 

Of  Brazil's  iron  ores,  the  hematites  are  in  Minas  Geraes,  Matto 
Grosso,  Goyaz,  and  Bahia;  the  magnetites  (some  titantferous)  in 
Sao  Paulo,  Parana,  Santa  Catharina,  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.  The 
most  important  dep<»its  by  far  are  those  of  the  State  of  Minas 
Geraes. 

Sxtent  of  leposits — Sallways. 

Through  the  central  part  of  Minas  Geraes  extends  the  Serra  de 
Espinhago  in  a  northerly-southerly  direction.  In  this  range  of 
mountains  are  found  nearly  all  of  the  mineral  deposits  of  the  State. 
The  great  iron  area  seems  really  to  be  within  a  well-defined  rec- 
tangle, 50  miles  long  by  37  miles  wide,  with  Bumier  on  the  south 
side,  Sahara  on  the  north  side,  and  Santa  Barbara  and  Mariannu  on 
the  east.  In  addition  to  the  ores  within  this  rectangle,  scattered 
deposits  extend  northerly  toward  Diamentina,  so  that  the  high- 
grade  iron-bearing  formations  probably  occupy  an  area  of  some 
2,200  square  miles.  If  the  lower-grade  deposits  are  also  considered, 
the  area  will  be  doubled  in  extent. 

Three  r.^ilroads  either  tap  or  are  projected  to  tap  this  district.  The 
mast  important  is  the  Government-owned  line  (the  Centra!  Roil- 
way,  which  enters  the  iron  area  near  its  southwestern  limit  at  Bumier 
and  extends  northward  to  Sahara.  It  also  has  branches  extending 
from  Burnicr  to  Marianna  and  from  Sahara  to  Santa  Barbara. 
From  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  nearest  seaport,  to  Bumier  is  about  370 
miles,  and  to  this  point  the  road  is  broad  gauge  (5.25  feet),  while 
from  Burnier  to  the  other  points  the  road  is  reduced  in  gauge  to  3.28 
feet.  Another  railroad,  the  English-owned  Leopoldina,  does  not 
enter  this  main  rectangle,  but  is  b^iilt  to  tap  the  deposits  at  Itabirra 
de  Matto  Dentro,  north  of  the  rectangle.  Its  seaport  is  also  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  and  the  distance  from  Rio  to  Itabirra  is  about  390  miles. 
Still  another  railroad,  French  owned,  is  partially  constructed  to 
operate  between  the  seaport  Victoria  and  Itabirra  de  Matto  Dentro, 
a  distance  also  of  about  390  miles. 

Classification  of  Ores — Probable  Tonnaire. 

The  ores  may  be  classified  as  follows : 

I.  Be<ldetl  ores. — (a)  Very  thick,  bedded,  mosslve,  hematite,  including  the 
dense,  Iiartl  blue  and  the  fine  and  coarse  specular  varieties  and  mnrtite.  Beds 
are  up  to  300  feet  In  width  and  a  mile  In  length,  (b)  Thin  bedded  laminated 
hematite,  fine  grained  or  crystalline,  hard  and  soft  Beds  not  so  wide  as  (a), 
t>nt  have  great  length. 
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II.  Fragmental  orea. — (a)  Ganga,  a  conglomerate  of  hematite  pebbles  ce- 
mented together  with  limonite.  (b)  Exteiinive  beds  of  hematite  "float" 
(rubble),  (c)  SuQd  ore;  "float"  mixed  with  sands  In  river  twttoms  e^nd 
elsewhere. 

III.  Secondary  ores,  carbonates,  etc. 

The  important  ores  commercially  are  the  bedded  hematites,  both 
thick  and  thin,  the  Canga  conglomerates,  and  the  rubble  ores. 

In  order  to  .sire  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  deposits,  the  Servico 
Geologico  do  Brazil  selected  nine  of  the  largest  and  entirely  exposed 
deposits  and  computed  the  cubic  contents  of  each  separately.  These 
are  of  the  bedded  (hia^hest  jyrade)  type,  and  are  not  assumed  to  have 
an  extension  below  the  surface  of  tlie  surrounding;  country.  On  this 
basis  they  gave  an  estimated  tonnage  of  988,000,000.  Dr.  Orville 
Derby,  the  director  of  the  Geological  Service  of  Brazil,  thinks  this 
figure  can  conservatively  be  doubled,  which  tonnage  about  equals- 
the  total  reserve  of  the  Lake  Superior  ores  to-day. 

In  addition  to  the  above-estimated  tonnage,  which  includes  the 
highest  grade  ore  only,  there  are  known  to  exist  millions  of  tons 
of  the  lower  grade  Canga  and  rubble  ores.  One  deposit  of  rubble  is 
estimated  to  contain  20,000,000  tons,  while  the  Canira  ores,  running 
higher  than  50  per  cent  iron,  would  perhaps  total  1,710,000,000  tons. 


PAB  EAST  GAIHS  lAEQE  EXFOBT  TEADE  IH  TOYS. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Advertlsor,  Sept.  15,  forwnrdod  by  Consul  GcnerBl  Georse  H. 

Sfidntore,  lokobama.) 

The  progress  of  Japan's  export  trade  in  to_ys  has  been  remark- 
able since  the  war  broke  out,  especially  in  Elngland  and  Australia. 
The  export  of  toys  to  England  was  $.S26,050  up  to  the  end  of  July 
this  year,  while  the  amoimt  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year  was  only  $131,748.  The  export  to  Australia  in  the  same  period 
this  year  was  $100,447,  compared  with  $25,408  last  year.  The  only 
setback  was  in  the  export  to  China,  probably  because  of  the  boy- 
cott that  prevailed,  in  May,  June,  and  July,  but  in  August  there  was 
an  export  of  $188,159,  or  three  times  as  large  as  the  amount  in 
August  of  last  year.  Thus  there  is  undoubted  indication  that  the 
trade  with  China  is  increasing. 

Because  of  the  remarkable  increase  in  August,  the  amount  of  ex- 
port to  China  up  to  the  end  of  that  month  this  year  reached  $1,129,- 
973,  showing  an  increase  of  $264,393  conipared  with  the  amount  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  prospects  of  trade  in 
this  line  with  other  Oriental  countries  are  also  very  promising. 


CARELESS  FACEINO  OF  AMERICAN  FIASTER. 

Failure  to  follow  instructions  as  to  the  quality  of  bags,  paper 
lining,  and  method  of  closing  resulted  in  so  heavy  a  loss  on  a  recent 
shipment  of  American  calcined  plaster  to  Australia  that  the  pur- 
chasers, who  had  anticipated  placing  substantial  future  orders,  are 
much  discouraged.  Consul  General  Brittain's  report  on  the  subject 
(which  describes  the  condition  in  which  the  shipment  reached  Syd- 
ney) and  a  sample  of  the  paper  lining  of  the  bags  may  be  inspected 
at  ue  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
ofiioes.  Sefer  to  file  No.  67652. 
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BSITISH  BAHWAYS  ADOPT  FIBEFBOOFIHa  PROCESS. 

IConsnl  Charles  A.  Qotder,  London,  England,  Sept  29.] 


The  "oxylene"  fireproofing  process  is  owned  by  a  London  com- 
pany. The  London  &  Northwestern  Railway,  the  Midland,  and 
several  other  British  railways,  as  well  as  the  Metropolitan  district 
and  the  London  Electric  Hailways  of  London,  have  for  some  years 
past  made  a  practice  of  sending  to  the  "  oxylene "  works  a  part  of 
the  wood  iisetl  in  the  construction  of  their  passenger  cars.  This  prac- 
tice has  increased  lately,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
recommended  a  year  or  so  ago  that  the  woodwork  of  railway  carriages 
should  be  rendered  noninflammable  in  view  of  the  numerous  fire  dis- 
asters on  railways. 

The  London  &  Northwestern  Railway  has  been  sending  to  the 
fireproofing  plant  the  wood  to  be  used  in  constructing  cars,  but  in 
view  of  the  cci  nomy  that  would  result  by  the  saving  in  freight  and  in 
time  as  Avell,  it  has  decided  to  install  a  plant  for  usmg  the  "oxylene" 
process  under  licfiihe  and  royalty  to  the  company  at  the  TVolverton 
works.  The  plant,  which  will  shortly  be  finished,  is  capable  of  fire- 
proofing approximately  150,(100  cubic  feet  (the  equivalent  of  1,800,000 
feet  of  board  mea.sure)  of  wood  per  annum,  taking  the  various  woods 
used  in  carriage  building,  such  as  mahogany,  pine,  deal,  teak,  white- 
wood,  and  maple  into  consideration. 

Equipment  of  Plant  Now  Under  ConstrtictloiL 

The  plant  consists  of  two  50-foot  cylinders,  each  65  feet  in  diameter, 
together  with  the  necessary  pressure,  vacuum,  and  circulating  pumps; 
mixing,  main,  and  subsidiary  tanlts;  one  boiler  of  140  horsepower;  a 
truck  for  conveying  the  timber  into  the  cylinders;  pjpes,  fittings, 
traverse  table,  steam  winch,  and  dry-kiln  machinery.  The  dry-liiln 
machinery  consists  of  a  fan,  heater,  and  condenser,  with  a  20'horsc- 
power  motor. 

The  cost  of  the  ]>Ijmt  is  to  be  about  $72,998.  It  is  being  constructed 
imder  the  direct  supervision  of  the  fireproofing  concern.  Other  rail- 
ways, it  is  stated  by  the  companv,  are  concluding  arrangements  for 
the  erection  of  similar  plants  in  tlieir  carriage-building  worlcs. 

[A  circular  describing  the  process  employed  for  fireproofing  pur- 
poses, with  photographs  taken  at  the  plant  of  the  company,  win  be 
loaned  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.  Kefer  to  file  No.  07527.] 


Plans  for  a  direct  waterway  between  Leipzig  and  Berlin,  via  Eilen- 
berg,  Luckenwalde,  and  Potsdam,  are  now  under  consideration.  \t 
the  same  time  the  old  plans  for  a  canal  from  the  Elbe  a(ax»ss  the 
Elster  to  Senftenberg  and  Cottbus  and  for  the  Oder-Spree  Canal  are 
again  being  tak^  up. 

The  extraordinaiy  growth  and  importance  of  the  Kiederlausitz 
industries  require  better  and  cheaper  transportation  facilities  between 
the  large  cities.  The  various  chambers  of  commerce  in  the  Nieder- 
lausitz  district  and  in  Potsdam  are  encouraging  these  projects  by 
offering  both  material  and  means  to  complete  them.  The  magis-. 
trates  of  the  cities  concerned  have  also  promised  financialassistuioe. 


OEBUAN  CANAL  PROTECT. 

[Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzpr,  BrcBlau,  Oct.  4.] 


COMMBBCE  BEPOBTS.  541. 

OOVESHKENT  AHS  VABXESB  COOFEBATE  TO  FATTEN  POULTRY. 

[Coonl  Qenenl  rnderlek  U.  Byder,  Wlnnlpet  Uanitoba,  Canada.  Oct.  20.1 

The  prices  realized  for  dressed  poultry  at  country  points  in  the 
West  have  been  very  low,  with  the  result  that  little  interest  has  been 
taken  in  poultry  raising.  There  are  several  reasons  for  these  low 
prices,  chief  of  which  is  the  fact  that  farm-dressed  poultry  is  seldom 
properly  killed  and  bled  and,  consequently,  does  not  keep  well  even 
in  cold  storage.  Knowing  this,  dealers  have  refused  to  handle  the 
poultry  except  on  a  substantial  margin  of  profit. 

The  Manitoba  Department  of  Agriculture  has  opened  a  new  depart- 
ment, known  as  "  The  Farmers'  Cooperative  Fattening  Station,"  at 
the  Manitoba  Agricultural  College.  The  station  will  be  operated  on 
a  strictly  cooperative  basis ;  the  farmers  joining  the  movement  will 
ship  their  stock  to  the  station,  where  Government  employees  will  at- 
tend to  the  fattening  and  marketing,  the  actual  coat  only  to  be  charged 
for  the  service.  This  amount  will  be  deducted  from  the  market  price, 
the  balance  forwarded  to  the  farmer,  who  must  furnish  his  own  coops 
for  transportation  to  the  poultry  department  in  Winnipeg.  About 
18  days  will  be  consumed  in  the  fattening  process,  on  which  basis  the 
returns  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  farmer  about  four  weeks  after 
shipment. 

Another  Province  Inaugnrates  Similar  System. 

The  Saskatchewan  Department  of  Agriculture  has  inaugurated  a 
similar  system,  in  conjunction  with  the  poultry  husbandry  division 
of  the  Saskatchewan  College  of  Agricultiu-e,  and  arranged  to  oper- 
ate a  poultry  demonstration  car  over  certain  railway  lines.  A  bag- 
gage car  is  being  fitted  up  as  a  poultry  receiving  and  killing  station; 
a  6  weeks'  itinerary,  providing  for  1-day  visits  to  34  selected  towns, 
has  been  arranged,  and  farmers  or  others  having  poultry  to  dispose 
of  are  invited  to  bring  the  birds  alive  to  the  car  when  it  visits  their 
town. 

Experts  from  the  poultry  husbandry  division  accompany  the  car 
and  will  receive,  grade,  and  kill  the  birds  and  assist  the  producers 
with  the  plucking.  When  the  fowls  have  been  properly  killed  and 
graded,  a  representative  of  the  cooperative  organization  branch  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  will  take  delivery  and  make  advance 
payments  at  prices  in  accord  with  their  quality.  When  the  birds  have 
been  cooled,  they  will  be  packed  in  boxes  holding  12  birds  each  and 
placed  in  cold  storage  until  conditions  are  favorable  for  marketing. 
When  all  of  the  birds  have  been  disposed  of,  a  final  payment  will  be 
made  to  the  producer,  remitting  every  cent  realized  from  the  sale  of 
his  birds  less  the  cost  of  boxes,  transportation,  and  storage. 

Through  these  practical  demonstrations  it  is  hoped  the  poultry  pro- 
ducers, who  will  have  an  opportunity  to  assist,  as  well  as  watcn,  the 
experts  in  the  operotions  of  killing  and  dressing,  will  acquire  much 
more  information  than  could  be  imparted  through  lectures  or  other 
methods  usually  adopted,  while  the  cooperative  marketing  end  of  the 
project  should  eliminate  much  waste  and  insure  a  remunerative  cash 
market 


About  10  cars  of  pomegranates  will  be  shipped  east  this  season 
from  Porterville,  Cal.,  says  the  California  Fruit  News. 
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FOBEIGH  TRADE  OFFOBTTJNITIES. 

[Where  addresses  ore  omitted  tbe;  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnream  or  Its  branek 

olBcev.] 

Bottles,  No.  19130. — business  man  in  the  United  Kingdom  writes  that  he 
would  like  to  communicate  with  American  firms  which  are  Id  a  position  to 
make  quotations,  up  to  5,000  gross,  on  10  and  20  ounce  bottles  for  ale  and 
stout. 

Roller  hearings.  No.  10137. — A  man  in  the  United  States  writes  that  a  friend 
of  bis  In  South  America  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  roller  l>earlngs. 

Hoaieriff  handkerchiefs,  and  haberdashery.  No.  19138. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Sweden  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  host«7,  hondkerchl^s,  and  haberdashery. 

Cravats,  No.  19139. — The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American  consular  officer 
in  France,  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  establish  connections  with 
American  manufacturers  of  cravats  of  all  lEinds.  Catalogues  and  price 
lists  should  be  sent.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Boot  and  shoe  laces,  machinerp  for  makinfj,  etc..  No.  19140. — An  American  con- 
sular olRcer  in  the  United  Kinprdom  reiiorts  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  oil  kinds  of  boot  and  shoe 
laces,  metal  ends  for  shoe  laces,  and  the  machinery  for  making  boot  and  shoe 

laces. 

Leather,  electrical  material,  etc..  No.  19141. — A  business  firm  in  the  United 
States  writes  that  a  firm  In  Pnrtufral  desires  to  represent  American  cxjwrt- 
ers  of  shoe  leather,  gloKs  leatlior,  and  box  calf.  The  firm  also  desires  to 
repre-sent  American  manufacturers  of  cartridges  for  bunting  and  to  repre- 
sent or  buy  for  Its  own  a<-eount  electrical  material.  Reference  Is  given. 
Corresptnidence  should  be  In  Portuguese 

Bca;  No.  19H2.~An  American  consul  In  the  Far  Kast  reports  that  a  firm  in  his 
district  is  in  the  mnrlcet  for  a  cheap  beer  for  Chinese.  The  beer  must  not 
cost  more  than  ?3.40  to  ^^<V^.  c.  1.  f.  destination,  for  4  dOzen  quarts  or  6 
dozen  pints,  the  former  preferred. 

Snap  fasteners.  No.  19143.— The  Bureau  is  Informed  by  an  American  consular 
oflioer  In  Italy  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  niannfacturers  or  exporters  of  black  and  white  snap  fosteners  for 
use  iu  making  women's  wearing  apparel.  Samples,  with  full  particulars  as 
to  prices  for  small  onlers  nnd  in  larger  quantities,  terms,  etc.,  are  desired. 
Samples  of  the  fasteners  now  used  by  the  man  may  be  examined  at  tlie 
Bureau  or  Its  branch  ofllces.    (liefer  to  file  No.  68129.) 

Railroad  material,  steel  structural  material,  etc..  No.  19144. — ^An  American  con- 
sular officer  In  Argentina  reports  that  n  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  secure 
the  representation  of  American  manufacturers  of  narrow-gauge  (Decau- 
vllle)  railway  material,  steel  structunil  material,  concrete  mixing  machines, 
steel  collies  and  wire  n>pe.  bms.s  trimmings  nnd.  cabins  for  passenger  ele- 
vators. <leiTick.s,  crones,  excavating  machinery,  etc.  Correspondence  may  bo 
In  SpaulKh  or  I-^nglisb.   References  are  given. 

Cuff  buttons  and  combs,  No.  19145. — ^The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American 
consiiliir  officer  In  Canada  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  commnnlcate 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cttff  buttons  of  all  kinds 
and  rubber  and  celluloid  combs,  Reference  is  given. 

Qcneral  agenry,  No.  10146. — An  Amerlcnn  consular  officer  in  Venezuela  reports 
that  a  man  in  bis  district  hns  announced  his  intention  of  beginning  a  e&X' 
erol  connnission  ami  mtunifacturers'  agent  business  on  January  1,  1916,  and 
desires  to  communii'ate  with  exporters  In  the  United  States  who  desire  to 
extend  their  business  in  tliot  country.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Spanish 
or  English.  No  particular  line  is  mentioned. 

Electri^l  goods.  No.  19147. — An  American  consular  officer  In  T>enmark  writes 
that  0  man  in  tils  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
electrical  goods.  References  are  given.  Oorreairandence  may  be  in 
English. 
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Lactic  acid.  No.  10148— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United  Kingdom 
reports  thnt  a  iniui  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples  and  quotations 
on  lactic  acid  in  hulk. 

Cotton,  No.  19149. — Tlie  Bureau  Is  informed  by  nn  Aiiierlcnn  consulnr  ofHcer  In 
Venezuela  that  a  man  in  lila  district  desires  to  communicate  with  cotton 
exporto^  in  the  Gulf  States.  Correspondence  miiy  be  in  English  or  Spanish. 

Pooketknive*  and  household  articles.  No.  19150. — An  American  consular  officer 
in  Canada  writes  timt  a  firm  In  his  district  de.sires  to  secure  quotations 
from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  pocketltnlves  and  house- 
hold articles.   Ilcfercnce  Is  given. 

Sweet  wines.  No.  10151. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Far  East  trans- 
mits the  names  of  two  firms  which  are  interested  In  sweet  wines. 

Steel  bridges  and  bridge  timbers.  No.  10152. — An  American  consular  officer 
reports  that  tenders  will  be  recclvetl  until  December  7,  1915,  by  Robert  W. 
Hunt  &  Co..  2200  Insurance  Eschange,  Chicago,  III.,  and  West  Street  Build- 
ing, New  Torb,  N.  Y.,  for  the  construction  of  steel  bridges  and  the  furnish- 
ing of  bridge  timbers  for  the  Hankow-Canton  Railway,  China.  Copies  of 
the  drawings  and  specifications  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
branch  offices.   (Refer  to  aies  Nos.  67587  and  68110.) 

Florida  sponges.  No.  19153. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Germany  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of  Florida  sponges. 

Rmnet  powder  and  cheese  coloring.  No.  10154. — ^The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an 
American  consular  officer  in  Argentina  that  a  firm  in  bis  district  desires 
to  receive  quotations  on  rennet  powder  and  coloring  materials  used  In  the 
manufacture  of  cheese.  References  are  given.  Correspondence  should  be 
In  Spanisli. 

Paper,  postal  cards,  drawing  materials,  etc.,  No.  19155. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  Import  print- 
ing, news,  wrapping,  colored,  i^llk,  and  other  kinds  of  paper ;  postal  cards 
and  drawing  materials;  and  office  supplies.  The  firm  also  desires  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  of  printing  machinery  and  type.  References 
are  given. 

Corrugated  iron  and  iron  pipes,  No.  19156. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Italy  writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations,  e.  1.  f. 
destination,  on  corrugated  iron ;  black  Iron,  galvanized  pipes,  g-lnch  to  2 
inches;  and  Iron  pipe  used  In  the  manufacture  of  iron  bedsteads,  }-lnch  to 
li  Inches.   The  firm  is  prepared  to  pay  cash. 

Window  and  plate  glass,  No.  19157. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  an  American 
consular  officer  In  England  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive 
immediate  quotations  for  window  and  plate  glass,  approximately  50  to  60 
inches  long  by  30  to  40  inches  wide,  with  a  view  to  purchasing  large  qunnil- 
tles.   Reference  is  given. 

Cotton  yams  and  coal  pitch.  No.  10158. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Ar- 
gentina reports  that  a  Arm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples  and 
quotations,  c.  l.  f.  destination,  from  American  exporters  on  5,000  kilos, 
count  1/24,  black  cotton  yarn  and  5,000  kilos,  count  1/SO,  of  the  same  qual- 
ity. The  yarn  Is  to  l>e  dyed  diamond  black  or  a  fast  sulphur  color.  Quota- 
tions are  also  desired  on  light  yarns,  count  2/20  English  on  warps,  one 
Old  of  each  warp  to  l>e  crossed  1  by  1,  and  the  other  end  of  same  to  be 
crossed  10  by  10  thread.  All  yarns  must  be  packed  In  bales  very  tightly 
pressed,  the  cubic  dimensions  of  each  bale  to  be  about  0.685  m*.  Both 
gross  and  net  weight  of  each  bale  must  be  stated  in  the  Invoice,  together 
with  the  cubic  measurements,  in  meters,  of  each  bale.  Payment  will  bo 
made  against  documents  on  arrival  of  merchandise.  Quotations  are  also 
desired,  c.  i.  f.  destination,  on  coal  pitch.  References  are  given.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  Spanish  or  English.  Samples  of  the  yarns  desired 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
68105.) 


The  new  2,500,000-busheI  Govemment  grain  elevator  at  Calgary, 
Canada,  is  accessible  to  three  railways. 
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OEBHAN  EXPOSITION  POB  CABE  OF  WOUNDED. 

[Comnil  Qarrj  O.  Seltzer,  BresUu,  Sept  4,] 

,  The  "  exposition  for  the  care  of  war  cripples  and  invalids  "  that  is 
being  held  in  Breslau  under  the  auspices  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
Eed  Cross  Society  is  in  the  nature  of  a  traveling  exposition.  It  was 
first  held  in  Berlin,  after  which  the  exhibits  were  taken  to  Dresden, 
Budapest,  Magdeburg,  and  Cassel  (and  are  to  be  sent  to  other  cities), 
always  under  the  management  of  the  various  Eed  Cross  branches 
and  the  patronage  of  II.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Saxony-Meiningen. 

The  exposition  itself  is  divided  into  nine  groups :  (1)  Sanitary  serv- 
ice for  the  field  forces;  (2)  sanitary  service  for  the  Imperial  Navv; 
(3)  fight  against  infectious  diseases  in  war;  (4)  use  of  X.  rays  in  the 
sanitary  service  in  war;  (5)  the  problems  of  the  dentist  in  war;  (6) 
the  technical  side  in  the  care  of  wounded;  (7)  care  of  war  cripples; 
(8)  the  sanitary  service  in  war  (general^  the  various  institutions, 
equipment  of  nurses,  etc.) ;  and  (9)  historical  survey  on  the  sanitary 
service  of  all  times.  This  last  group  especially  shows  what  progress 
has  been  made  in  this  line;  there  are  demonstrating  pictures,  surgi- 
cal instruments,  artificial  limbs,  and  other  relics  from  ancient  times 
down  to  the  Napoleonic  and  Prussian  wars.  A  special  section  is  de- 
voted to  the  work  of  the  Breslau  branch  of  the  Kea  Cross. 

fThe  complete  report  from  which  the  foregoing  extrarts  were  taken  and  a 
booklet  In  Gerinnn  fully  describing  the  exposition  will  be  loaned  to  those  In- 
teresteil  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washlngtoa.  Re- 
fer to  file  No.  675490.] 


OAS  CONSUMPTION  IN  LEEDS. 

[CoDoul  Homer  M.  Bylngton,  Leeds,  EnglaDd,  Oct  4.] 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Leeds  Corporation  Gas  Committee 
for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  the  consumption  of  gas  amounted 
to  2,970485,227  cubic  feet,  which  was  an  increase  of  5.2  per  cent  over 
the  i^receding  year.  Coal  and  cnnnel  were  consumed  to  the  extent  of 
260,482  tons,  or  an  increase  of  5.5  per  cent.  Gas  sold,  including  gas 
used  on  the  works,  gas-holder  stations,  etc.,  totaled  2,728,166,093  cubic 
feet,  an  increase  of  5.7  per  cent. 

AORICULTITBAI.  CBEDITS  IN  BEXtKUBA. 

[Consul  Carl  R.  Loop,  IlamiUoD,  Oct  7.] 

The  Governor  of  Bermuda  is  about  to  appoint  a  commission 
with  instructions  to  make  a  comprehensive  report  on  the  applica- 
bility of  agricultural  cooperation  and  credit  system  to  local  farming, 
and  the  House  of  Assembly  has  voted  an  appropriation  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  commission. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Burean  of  Foreigfn  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

ITew  York,  Boom  409  Uaited  States  Cnstomhoase;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  TTnlted 
States  Cnetomhoase;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St  Louis,  402  Third  National 
Bank  Bnilding;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Bnilding;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hiberaia 
Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Castomhouse ;  Seattle,  922  Alaska 
Building.  Cooperative  branch  offloe»:  Cleveland,  GhambeT  of  Commerce;  Cincia- 
natl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Conjneree;  Detroit.  Board 
of  Oommeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Conmerce. 
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BEDUGTION  OF  DUTY  OH  FLOTTR  IN  SPAIN. 

[Telegram  from  American  cousol  geDeral,  Barcelona,  received  Not.  8,  191S.] 

'The  duty  on  wheat  imported  into  Spain  has  been  fixed  for  the 
present  at  2  pesetas  per  100  kilos  and  the  duty  on  wheat  flour  at 
5  pesetas  for  100  kilos  (peseta,  $0,193;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds).  [Fre- 
quent changes  have  been  made  in  the  import  duties  levied  on  wheat 
and  flour  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  amount  of  duty  to  be 
imposed  beim;  determined  by  the  domestic  price  of  these  commodities, 
as  stated  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  16,  p.  ^1.] 


ADDITIONS  TO  BRITISH  EMBAEGO  IIST. 

[Telegram  from  American  consulate  generalt  London,  Nov.  4,  1915.] 

Additional  articles,  exportation  of  which  to  all  destinations  is 
prohibited,  are  the  following :  Aluminum  and  its  alloys  and  manu- 
factures thereof  (formerly  prohibited  except  to  British  poss^ions), 
cinchona  bark,  quinine  and  its  salts,  metal  cylinders,  such  as  those 
for  compressed  oxygen  or  hydrogen. 

The  list  of  articles,  exportation  of  which  is  prohibited  to  all  coun- 
tries in  Europe  and  on  the  Mediterranean  and  Black  Seas  other  than 
France,  Russia,  except  through  Baltic  ports,  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portu- 
gal, is  extended  as  follows: 

Arrowroot;  creosote  and  creosote  oils,  including  blast-furnace  oil 
but  not  including  wood-tar  oil  (which  may  be  exported  only  to 
British  possessions  and  protectorates) ;  cloth  of  all  kinds  of  wool  or 
hair  (except  khaki  woolen  cloth,  which  is  under  absolute  embargo). 
The  former  item  from  this  list,  "  Herrings,  cured  or  salted,"  etc.,  is 
replaced  by  the  item  "  Fish  of  all  kinds,  whether  cured,  salted,  or 
fresh." 

From  the  list  of  goods  which  may  be  exported  mly  to  British 
possessions  and  protectorates  the  following  items  are  deleted :  Blast- 
fiirnace  oil,  except  creosote  and  ci-eosote  oil;  woolen  and  worsted 
doth  suitable  for  uniforms,  not  including  women^s  dress  stuffs  or 
cloth  with  pattern. 
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a0VEEN3f£NT  BACKS  AHEBICAN  FTTB  INSTTSTEY. 

The  United  States  is  the  largest  producer  of  raw  sealskins  in  the 
world.  It  is  also  the  largest  consumer  of  finished  seal  furs.  This 
would  seem  to  make  it  natural  that  it  should  sell  its  own  sealskins  and 
dress  and  dye  its  own  furs.  It  never  has,  however.  We  have  in  the 
ast  sent  our  raw  sealskins  to  London.  We  have  paid  London  for 
ressing  and  dyeing  them,  and  we  have  brought  them  back,  paying 
duty  on  them  on  their  return  and  the  incidental  charges  due  to  double 
transportation.  This  added  52  per  cent  to  the  price  of  the  raw  skins, 
so  that  the  fur  laid  down  in  America,  ready  to  be  made  up  into  gar- 
ments, costs  over  one-half  more  than  it  did  when  it  was  purchas^  as 
a  raw  tkin. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  took  the  6brst  step  to  end  this  two 
years  ago,  when  the  sale  of  the  raw  sealskins  took  place  for  the  first 
time  in  this  country.  It  was  a  success.  Better  prices  were  had  than 
the  foreign  ones.  The  Government  got  more  and  it  cost  the  Govern- 
ment less.  Last  year  there  was  no  sale  because  there  was  no  market, 
and  Congress  authorised  withholding  the  same.  On  October  21, 
1915,  a  second  sale  of  Government  fur  skins,  this  time  fox  skins,  was 
made  in  this  country  with  even  greater  success.  There  were  buyers 
from  many  foreign  lands,  and  the  prices  were  higher  than  ever  before 
obtained.  Meanwhile  the  department  has  been  planning  to  establish 
the  best-known  method  of  dyeing  and  dressing  raw  sealskins  in  this 
country  in  order  that  the  whole  process  from  Mginning  to  end  might 
be  American.   This  it  has  now  succeeded  in  doing. 

Acting  after  advice  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  Department  has 
made  a  contract  for  a  limited  term  for  the  sale  at  auction  to  all  buyers 
who  may  come  of  its  production  of  sealskins.  A  consideration  of  this 
contract  is  that  the  best  process  of  dyeing  and  dressing  seal  furs 
Icnown  to  the  trade  shall  be  promptly  established  in  this  country. 
This  is  done  at  this  time  to  prevent  the  deterioration  of  something 
like  8,000  skins  which  the  Government  has  now  in  cold  storage,  but 
means  the  permanent  establishment  of  the  new  industry  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  return  a  greater  profit  to  the  Gov- 
ernment on  the  sale  of  its  skins  while  at  the  same  time  so  reducing  the 
e^cpenses  incidental  to  the  dyeing  and  dressing  that  the  finished  fur 
will  be  sold  at  a  lower  cost  to  the  American  consumer  than  heretofore. 


OUVE  CROP  SHOBTAaE  IN  SOITTHEBN  FRANCE. 

[Consul  William  Dulany  nunter,  Nice,  Oct.  8.] 

Careful  inquiry  shows  that  the  outlook  for  next  spring's  olive  crop 
in  this  district  is  unsatisfactory,  conditions  having  remained  the  same 
as  reported  in  Commerce  Keports  for  September  30,  1915. 

Prices  for  olive  oil  are  high  and,  due  to  the  unfavorable  outlook 
for  next  spring's  crop,  ha\  e  a  tendency  to  increase. 


Operations  with  the  dog  salmon  in  waters  tributary  to  Hood  Canal, 
Puget  Sound,  have  been  conducted  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  at  the  Brinnon,  Duckabush,  and  Quilcene  stations,  and  with 
the  improved  facilities  which  have  been  provided  at  those  stations  it 
is  expected  that  the  collections  of  eg^  of  the  dog  salmon  will  be 
greater  than  heretofore. 
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TEAK  IN  SIAH  AND  IHDO-CHINA. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  just  pub- 
lished, in  pamphlet  form,  an  account  of  the  teak-market  situation  in 
two  of  the  countries  of  southeastern  Asia.  The  detailed  information 
contained  in  it  was  gathered  by  Commercial  Agent  Franklin  H. 
Smith  during  the  course  of  his  investigations  into  the  lumber  markets 
of  the  Far  East  and  Australasia. 

Teak  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  interesting  of  woods.  Teak 
1<^  when  first  cut  will  not  float.  It  is  strongly  and  characteristically 
scented,  of  oily  texture,  and  the  surface  feels  greasy  to  the  touch. 
The  oil  is  considered  to  resist  the  entrance  of  water  into  the  wood 
and  to  prevent  the  wood  becoming  water-soaked  after  it  has  once 
been  thoroughly  seasoned.  Teak  darkens  with  age,  and  finally  after 
a  number  of  years  becomes  almost  black. 

The  principal  use  of  teak  is  in  shipbuilding,  especially  for  decking 
and  as  oacking  for  armor  plate.  Its  durability  and  lack  of  corrosive 
effect  on  steel  make  it  particularly  suitable  for  the  latter  purpose. 
Teak  has  been  used  to  some  extent  for  gun  carriages,  but  is  not  now 
considered  well  adapted  for  that  purpose,  on  account  of  its  splitting 
too  readily.  In  India  it  is  used  for  all  purposes  in  house  and  ship 
building,  for  bridges,  railway  sleepers,  furniture,  shingles,  etc.  It 
is  also  used  for  carving,  the  Burmese  carved  teak  wood  being  espe- 
cially noted. 

Mr.  Smith's  booklet,  entitled  "  Teak  in  Siam  and  Indo-Ghina,"  is 
No.  108  in  the  Special  Agents  Series.  It  discusses  the  various  grades 
and  prices  of  the  wood  and  the  methods  obtaining  in  the  industry, 
and  presents  statistics  of  exports  from  both  the  countries  visited. 
Five  cents  is  the  price  of  this  publication,  obtainable  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 


&AILROAI)  BATES  ACBOSS  ISTHMUS  OF  PANAMA. 

A  memorandum  has  been  issued  by  the  Washington  office  of  the 
Panama  Canal,  giving  additional  information  as  to  rates  for  the 
transfer  of  freight  across  the  Isthmus  by  the  Panama  Railroad.  The 
statement,  which  is  signed  by  Maj.  F.  0.  Boggs,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
United  States  Army,  chief  of  office,  is : 

Referring  to  the  memorandum  lssue<l  by  this  ofllce  dated  Ootober  30,  1015, 
relative  to  rates  for  the  transfer  of  freight  across  the  Isthiuu-s  by  the  Panama 
Railroad,  lu  which  it  was  stated  that  tlie  .$3  flat  rate  would  be  tempornrlly 
continuetl  under  the  conditions  then  in  effect,  it  is  noted  tlmt  these  conditions 
are  fully  set  forth  in  Tanamn  Railroad  Circular  No.  1G7,  dated  October  20,  1815, 
the  effective  period  of  this  circular  having  been  extended  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  ^Vnr  until  further  notice. 

Under  the  terms  of  this  circular  steamers  have  the  cation  of  aTailing  either 
of  the  $3  flat  rate  or  of  the  classlfled  rotes  described  tn  Circular  No.  107,  above 
mentioned.  This  circular  was  published  In  Cnnal  Record  No.  10,  vol.  9,  dated 
October  27,  1915,  and  copies  of  the  circular  may  be  obtained  from  the  Panama 
Railroad  Company,  24  State  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  to  which  company  all  In- 
quiries r^arding  the  atjove-mentioned  rates  or  as  to  other  questions  relating 
to  the  transfer  of  cargo  should  be  addressed;  or,  if  desired,  such  inquiries  may 
be  addressed  to  the  Qovemor  of  the  Panama  Caual,  Balboa  Heights,  Canal 
Zone. 


Certain  dyestuffs  in  Canada  have  risen  1,500  per  cent  over  the 
prewar  value}  says  the  Dominion  Government  Labor  Gazette. 
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ACAFULCO  LOSES  FACIFIG  HAH.  AFTER  HALF  CENTUKY. 


The  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  has  discontinued  its  agency  at 
Acapulco,  and  its  vessels  have  ceased  touching  here,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  an  occasionai  visit  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  instructions 
to  the  agent  who  is  engaged  in  disposing  of  tlie  company's  property. 

For  half  a  century  Acapulco  had  been  the  chief  port  of  call  be- 
tween San  Francisco  and  Panama  for  the  steamers  of  this  company. 
All  the  vessels  touched  here,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  taking  coal 
nnd  water.  Large  supplies  of  coal  were  constantly  maintained,  and 
the  company  owned  its  own  wells  and  operated  its  own  water  light- 
ers. It  also  had  an  important  agency  here  and  owned  considerable 
property,  including  the  agency  building,  a  water  plant,  a  workshop, 
ti  large  warehouse,  water  boat,  two  tugboats,  a  number  of  lighters, 
etc.  The  agency  was  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  the  commercial  life 
of  the  town  and  gave  regular  employment  to  a  considerable  number 
of  men. 

The  wells  and  water  boat  have  been  purchased  by  the  firm  of  Hud- 
son &  Billings,  who  will  continue  the  business  of  supplying  water  to 
visiting  vessels.  Several  local  merchants  have  organized  a  company 
under  the  name  of  Compani'a  de  Alijos  de  Acapulco,  Sociedad  Coo- 
perativa,  to  engage  in  the  lighterage  business.  The  company  has 
already  purchased  two  lighters  and  is  preparing  to  submit  a  proposi- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  all  the  remaining  property,  including  the 
tugboats  and  nine  other  lighters.  It  may  mclude  in  the  proposititm 
the  purchase  of  the  agency  building. 
Several  Few  Companies  Venture  into  field. 

With  the  passing  of  the  service  here  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Co.,  several  new  companies  are  venturing  into  the  field.  Three  of 
them  have  vessels  making  Acapulco  and  other  ports  along  the  west 
coast  Two  are  under  American  registry,  and  the  other  flies  the 
British  flag:. 

The  Mexican  National  Trading  Co.,  a  California  corporation,  has 
two  vessels  {steam  schooners,  formerly  in  the  lumber  trade)  under 
charter,  and  plying  between  San  Francisco  and  Salina  Cruz.  These 
vessels  are  tlie  San  Ramo?i,  net  tonnage  092  and  licensed  to  carry  60 
passengers,  and  the  Fairhaven,  457  net  tonnage,  with  no  passenger 
accommodations. 

Another  company,  known  as  the  South  Sea  Navigation  Co.,  has 
imder  charter  three  steam  schooners  of  about  500  net  tonnage  each. 
They  are  the  FoH  Bnujg^  Coaster^  and  the  O.  M.  CUrk.  These  ves- 
sels ply  between  San  Francisco  and  Corinto,  touching  at  all  inter- 
mediate ports. 

The  Northern  Navigations  Co.  is  operating  two  vessels  of  its  own, 
the  Citriana  and  the  British  Empire^  the  latter  plying  between 
Mazatlan  and  Salina  Cruz,  and  the  former  between  San  Francisco 
and  Salina  Cruz  and  way  ports.  These  vessels  fly  the  British  flag, 
and  are  engaged  principally  as  freighters. 


Implement  firms  at  Kegina,  Saskatchewan,  have  been  very  busy 
this  fall.  Hariesting  and  thrashing  machinery  has  been  in  great 
demand. 


[Consal  Clement  S.  Edvards,  Acapulco,  Uezlco,  Oct  4.] 
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FTTGET  SOTTin)  LINE  TO  FBANCE  FBOFOSED. 

A  direct  steamship  line  between  Puget  Sound  and  France  is  pro- 
posed by  a  French  consular  representative  on  the  Pacific  coast.  He 
IS  holdii^  fi-equent  conferences  with  business  men  whom  he  has  in- 
terested in  the  project  through  the  branch  office  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  in  Seattle.  In  making  his  canvass 
of  the  territory  he  has  been  afforded  special  facilities  by  the  Bureau, 
and  his  conclusion  is  that  with  proper  shipping  facilities,  there 
would  be  an  excellent  market  in  France  for  the  lumber  and  timber 
products  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

Reports  received  by  the  Bureau  from  Seattle  indicate  that  there 
are  interest  and  enthusiasm  throughout  that  district  in  favor  of  a 
great  shipping  boom.  Men  who  are  acting  for  responsible  transpor- 
tation companies  have  been  in  consultation  with  the  Bureau's  branch 
office,  several  going  from  Portland  to  Seattle  for  the  purpose,  and 
business  men  hare  oeen  holding  meetings  with  the  object  or  advanc- 
ing the  interests  of  the  port. 

Extensive  port  improvements  have  already  been  made,  and  there 
is  existing  traffic  from  that  district  to  the  Orient.  The  city  has 
been  making  an  insistent  demand,  however,  for  more  ships,  and  the 
West  coast  of  South  America  and  Central  America  receive  special 
attention.  Portland  companies  have  informed  the  Bureau  that  a 
line  covering  that  route  could  be  maintained  by  handling  lumber 
chiefly,  and  also  carry  Pacific  coast  products  generally.  A  personal 
visit  has  been  made  by  Mr.  John  Barrett,  director  of  the  Pan  Ameri- 
can Union,  to  encourage  these  efforts. 

Seattle's  interest  in  shipping  during  the  present  fall  has  already 
resulted  in  two  publications,  Terminal  Facilities  of  the  North 
Pacific  Ports,  and  Pacific  Exporters,  while  a  periodical  devoted 
to  the  same  general  subject  is  about  to  be  issued. 

Numerous  letters  have  been  received  from  business  men  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  commending  the  efforts 
made  through  its  branch  office  to  develop  the  foreign  commerce  of 
this  Pacific  coast  region. 


UrCBEASEI)  FBOBUCTZOH  OF  STEEL  IN  GERMANY. 

[Weekly  Report  of  American  Association  of  Commerce  and  Trade,  BerUn,  Oct  9.1 

Germany's  steel  production  made  a  further  increase  during  Au- 
gust amounting  to  1,157,692  tons  of  2,204.G  pounds  against  1,138,651 
tons  in  July,  although  in  the  latter  month  there  was  one  additional 
workday.  This  is  the  largest  output  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
[Figures  of  production  smce  July,  1014,  were  given  in  Commerce 
Reports  for  Sept.  11,  1915.]  The  average  dail^  output  in  August 
was  44,527  tons,  as  compared  with  42,172  tons  in  July.  The  quan- 
tities of  the  different  grades  pi*oduced  in  the  last  two  months  were: 


Onde. 

Aunist, 
lfl6. 

Grade. 

ml 

Tons. 

663,683 
13,2SS 

455, 778 
23,473 
46,838 

Toiu. 
fi63,358 
14,631 
468,047 

38,721 
41,927 

Tont. 
19,994 
8,65S 
12,040 

Tom. 
19,345 
8,730 
IS,  643 

Electro  

Total  

1,138,651 

1,157,093 
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COTTOH  COirSVUFTION  ON  THE  CONIIIirEHT. 

[Bnrin  W.  Thompson,  commercial  attach^,  Tbe  Hague,  Netherlands,  Oct  4,  1915.J 

Statistics  of  the  amount  of  cotton  consumed  on  the  Continent  dur- 
ing the  war  are  not  to  be  taken  too  literally.  Changing  currents  of 
trade,  with  much  unusual  transshipment,  make  confusion,  so  that 
comparisons  with  the  movements  of  previous  years  can  not  be  made 
with  certainty.  The  whole  question  is  affected  by  the  changing  and 
unknown  condition  ot  stocks  on  hand  just  previous  to  and  during 
the  war,  and  by  the  fact  that  some  countries  are  not  now  publishing 
the  statistics  of  imports  and  exports. 

Sonrces  of  Supply — Employment  of  Spindles. 

Although  Continental  mills  normally  draw  20  to  30  per  cent  of 
their  supply  from  non-American  sources  (India,  Egypt,  and  else- 
where), political  and  physical  difficulties  have  reduced  that  supply 
until  it  is  nearly  cori-ect  to  base  the  present  estimate  of  consumption 
except  in  the  case  of  Russia,  which  produces  about  one-half  of  its 
own  requirements,  on  the  North  American  supply. 

The  number  of  consuming  spindles  is  known  with  accuracy  for 
each  country,  as  well  as  the  normal  consumption  per  spindle;  but  at 
this  time  there  are  great  abnormalities,  due  in  some  instances  to 
scarcity  of  labor,  in  some  to  scarcity  of  raw  material,  and  in  some  to 
both  of  these  conditions  combined^  and  all  of  these  tend  toward  a  re- 
duced output.  In  other  cases  nulls  are  beginning  to  spin  coarser 
coimts  and  some  mills  are  running  20  hours  per  day  instead  of  10. 
Both  of  these  conditions  tend  to  increase  the  consumption  of  cotton 
per  spindle.  While  the  maximum  efficiency  of  a  mill  is  attained  when 
spinning  the  counts  of  yarn  for  which  it  was  originally  designed, 
yet  considerable  latitude  may  be  allowed.  Under  the  stress  of  war 
orders,  which  mostly  require  coarse  counts,  many  mills  are  changing 
from  fine  to  coarse  yarn,  and  while  perhaps  not  working  under  the 
best  conditions  and  producing  the  best  quality  of  yarns,  are  still  mak- 
ing a  greater  outturn.  By  running  the  preparatory  machinery  night 
and  day  and  the  spinning  spindles  on  coarser  counts  than  usual  dur- 
ing the  daytime  only,  it  would  be  possible  in  many  mills  to  double 
the  consumption,  so  that  instead  or  requiring  about  100  pounds  per 
spindle  per  year,  they  might  be  made  to  use  200  pounds.  There  is 
nothing  certain  about  the  resultant  of  »these  two  opposite  tendencies, 
for  it  IS  difficult  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  the  belligerent  countries. 
Thus  an  attempt  to  check  up  the  net  imports  by  the  consumption 
must  not  be  expected  to  yield  accurate  results. 

Continental  Cotton  Hills  and  Consumption  of  Cotton. 


The  following  table  gives  some  estimates  of  the  movement  of  cot- 
ton (bales  of  500  poimds  each)  on  the  Continent  for  the  past  three 
years: 


Number 
otspbmliig 
spmdles. 

12  months  ended  June  90— 

1913 

1914 

im 

4,950.000 

Saltt. 

Bala. 

BakM. 

837.000 
103,182 

912.000 
I0Q.511 

300,000 
455 

1,600,000 

250.000 

3as,W7 

2SO.OO0 
S>7,474 

100,000 

Digitized  by 


COMMEBCE  BEFOBTS. 


551 


HI  V 

12  months  ended  June  30— 

oTspbmfDg 
spindles. 

1913 

1914 

ISU 

03.500 

Balei. 

Bales. 

Baui. 

25,500 
125 

25,500 
104 

85,000 
37.000 

7,400,000 

1,000,000 
1,071,786 

1,000.000 
1, 139,074 

400,000 

era,  ago 

11,718,001) 

1,600.009 
2,443,620 

2,000,000 
2,884,103 

800,000 
204.143 
1,  £00,000 

Italy 

4,600,000 

745,000 
£00,823 

800,000 
637,357 

 i2ioo6' 

3,75G 

sno.ooo 
1,127,400 

79,000 

12,000 
2,986 

30,000 
58,000 

678,000 

flOjOOO 
14,537 

95,000 
35,053 

100,000 
610,000 

450,000 

75,000 
8,755 

75,000 
6,501 

75,000 

9,292,600 

2,000,000 
74,908 
950,000 

1,800,000 
99,075 
1,000,000 

350,000 
1,100,000 

250,000 
40,000 
35,000 
25,000 

2,500,000 
82,125 
000,000 

100,000 
1,850,000 
410,000 
60,0ffi> 
60,000 
30,000 

(Districts,  splndlttf  sndutiniftt^d  coDBuinptloi])™ 

Poland 

1,332,200 
5,768,200 
1, 713, 300 
224  700 
166,600 
97,500 
1,000,000 

Moscow 

Pinbnd 

Baltic  

RstJtTuttod  CQDSumptfoti 

300,000 
317, 954 

350,000 
297,339 

400,000 

iM,m 

500,000 

79,000 
42,813 

88,000 
51,671 

103,000 
746,000 

1,400,000 

90,000 
77 

90,000 

100,000 

Total  continental  spindles  

44,457,000 

"  iioi.,™ 

4,K03, 542 

7.407.600 
5,335.018 

S,  730, 000 
4,017.379 

2,203,958 

3,112.482 

1,712,031 

Austrian  and  Oerman  Supplies — French  and  Busslan  Kills. 

Austrian  and  German  mills  were  able  to  operate  on  their  accumu- 
lated stocks  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  until  January,  1915,  at 
which  time  important  quantities  of  cotton  began  to  arrive  from  the 
United  States.  From  January  to  April,  19i5,  about  200,000  bales 
were  received  in  the  port  of  Bremen,  directly  from  the  United  States. 
In  ad^tion  to  these  direct  shipments,  it  is  estimated  that  during  the 
cotton  seas<m  about  1,300,000  bales  hare  reached  Germany  by  indirect 
shipment  through  other  ports. 

Most  of  the  French  mills  are  in  the  occupied  territory  and  these, 
as  a  whole,  are  said  to  be  running  at  about  20  per  cent  capacitj^.  The 
present  consumption  of  all  the  French  mills  taken  together  is  esti- 
mated at  40  per  cent  of  normal.  The  imports,  however,  are  more 
than  60  per  cent  of  normal,  so  that  the  stocks  of  cotton  must  be 
accumulating  or  the  surplus  cotton  is  being  used  for  military 
purposes. 

i  A  detailed  statment  of  the  Russian  mills,  by  localities,  as  shown 
in  the  table,  indicates  that  less  than  20  ^er  cent  of  the  consuming 
capacity  of  Russian  mills  is  in  Poland,  wmch  is  the  only  district  now 
greatly  affected  by  the  war.  It  is  reported  that  most  of  the  mills  in 
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the  other  districts  are  running  double  time,  and  that  the  consumption 
oi  all  Russian  mills  taken  together  amounts  to  about  50  per  c&at 
more  than  normal. 

Coatlaental  Kill  Consumption  of  Cotton  and  Supplies. 

The  total  continental  mill  consumjition  for  1914-15  is  put  at 
5,730,000  bales  of  500  pounds  each,  which  is  1,707,500  bales  less  than 
the  year  before.  Direct  imports  from  the  United  States  "were 
4,017,370  bales,  which  is  1,367,639  bales  less  than  the  previous  year. 
Cotton  derived  from  other  sources  than  direct  importation  from  the 
United  States  is  1,712,621  bales  in  1914-15,  against  2,112,482  in  the 
previous  year.  Deducting  the  Russian  crop  of  900,000  bales,  there 
remains  812,621  bales  in  1914-15  derived  from  still  other  sources. 
Very  little  cotton  could  be  received  from  Kgypt  or  India,  so  this 
difference  must  be  largely  made  up  from  the  depletion  of  stocks. 
These  calculations  and  estimates  leave  out  of  account  the  unknown 
factor  of  cotton  used  for  gunpowder  and  other  explosives. 

L&WS  OF  STATES  ON  SCHOOLHOVSE  SAHTTATIOH. 

Forty  States  of  the  Union  have  taken  some  legal  action  toward 
safeguarding  the  sanitation  of  public-school  buildings,  according  to 
a  bulletin  on  "Schoolhouse  sanitation,"  ju.st  issued  by  the  Bureau 
of  Education  of  the  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. 
"Probably  nine-tenths  of  the  existing  regulation  of  this  sort  has 
come  within  the  past  decade,"  declares  the  bulletin.  "Each  State 
profits  by  the  experience  of  47  others.  A  law  passed  in  one  extreme 
of  the  country  to-day  is  copied  next  month  or  next  year  by  a  State 
2,000  or  3,000  miles  distant?' 

Thirty-eight  States  have  some  legal  provision  regarding  the  school 
site,  according  to  the  bulletin.  Nearly  all  of  these  provisions  are 
State  wide  in  their  application  and  are  mandatory  in  character. 
These  provisions  include  the  proximity  of  "  nuisances,"  availability 
of  the  site,  and  size  of  the  site.  Nineteen  States  have  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  location  of  school  buildings  within  a  specified  distance  from 
places  where  liquor  is  sold,  from  gambling  houses,  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion, and  noisy  or  smoky  factories. 

Thirty  of  the  States  have  sought  to  regulate  the  water  supply  of 
the  public  school.  "  The  revolt  against  the  common  drinlcing  cup," 
says  l^e  bulletin,  "  has  come  within  the  past  five  years.  Kansas  was 
the  pioneer,  but  other  States  followed  rapidly,  so  that  now  half  of 
the  entire  number  have  either  a  law  or  a  regulation  regarding  drink- 
ing cups." 

Some  form  of  protection  against  fire,  and  panic  is  found  in  36 
States.  Blanket  regulations,  or  the  power  to  make  such  regulations, 
exist  in  12  States.  General  or  special  construction  with  a  view  to  fire 
prevention  is  dealt  with  in  10  States.  I^ss  than  half  the  States, 
according  to  the  bulletin,  have  any  legal  word  on  ventilation.  In 
the  matter  of  cleaning  and  disinfecting,  slightly  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  States  have  regulations  which  control  conditions  to  any 
decree  outside  the  districts  themselves.  Some  of  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations are  almost  model ;  others  are  wholly  inadequate.  A  few  State 
boards  of  health  have  done  notable  work  m  this  particular.  Special 
cleaning  and  disinfecting  follow  in  seven  States  immediately  upon 
discovery  in  any  school  of  any  of  a  certain  dass  of  diseases. 
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OFFICIALS  SEIZE  DOTATIONS  OF  WELL-ENOWK  FBEFABATIONS. 

Several  shipments  of  worthless  imitation  drug  prodncts  have  been 
seized  by  the  officials  in  charge  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Foods  and 
Drugs  Act.  Itinerant  peddlers  are  selling  to  drug  stores  large  quan- 
tities of  preparations  made  up  and  lawled  in  imitation  of  nigh- 
priced  patent  medicines  of  foreign  origin.  Only  small  quantities 
of  the  ^nuine  medicines  have  been  imported  since  the  war  began, 
causing  a  great  increase  in  prices.  Unscrupulous  manufacturers  are 
attempting  to  reap  a  harvest  by  substituting  for  the  genuine  medi- 
cines cheap  chemicals  with  no  medicinal  value  whatever.  In  order 
to  make  it  difficult  to  trace  these  preparations  to  the  parties  re- 
sponsible for  their  manufacture  they  are  not  usually  distributed 
through  the  regular  channels  of  commerce,  but  are  peddled  about  to 
drug  stores  by  itinerants,  who  make  immediate  delivery  at  the  time 
of  sale. 

A  preparation  put  up  in  imitation  of  '^neosalvarsan,"  a  medi- 
cine which  has  largely  displaced  the  preparation  known  as  606  in 
the  treatment  of  syphilis,  is  being  distributed  to  drug  stores  in  this 
manner.  A  sample  labeled  "  Neosalvarsan,"  which  was  recently 
examined  by  the  department,  was  found  to  be  nothing  more  than  salt 
colored  with  a  coal-tar  dye,  none  of  the  genuine  neosalvarsan  what- 
ever being  present.  The  label  on  this  product  was  an  exact  repro- 
duction of  the  genuine  imported  neosalvarsan,  or  it  was  an  original 
container  refilled  with  the  imitation  article. 

Fraud  Held  to  be  Particularly  Flagrant. 

This  fraud  is  held  to  be  particularly  flagrant,  according  to  the 
medical  experts  of  the  department,  not  alone  because  a  worthless 
preparation  is  sold  for  a  high  price,  but  mainly  because  neosalvarsan 
IS  usually  administered  by  injection  directly  into  the  blood  of  the 
syphilitic  patient.  The  cheap  substitute  is  not  only  worthless  in  the 
treatment  of  this  disease,  but  when  injected  directly  into  the  blood 
might  work  considerable  injury. 

Other  preparations  which  are  peddled  to  drng^sts  and  purport 
to  be  acetylsalicylic  acid,  commonly  known  as  aspirin^  a  medicine 
of  foreign  origin  regularly  prescribed  by  many  pnvsicians  for  cer- 
tain ailments,  have  been  seized  by  the  officials  in  charge  of  the  en- 
forcement of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  because  an  analysis  showed 
that  the  products  were  worthless  imitations. 

Owing  to  the  manner  in  which  these  preparations  are  peddled 
about,  it  is  difficult  to  trace  the  interstate  shipment  of  any  of  them, 
and  in  cases  where  there  has  been  no  interstate  shipment,  the  Fed- 
eral Food  and  Drugs  Act  has  no  Jurisdiction.  On  information  fur- 
nished by  the  Federal  authorities,  some  of  these  imitation  goods 
have  been  seized  by  city  officials  who  had  authority  under  State  laws 
to  proceed  when  there  had  been  no  interstate  shipment. 


A  revival  in  hemp  growing  is  reported  from  Kentucky.  This 
year's  crop  is  estimated  at  8,000,000  pounds,  against  1,600,000  last 
year  and  6,500,000  in  1909.  Wisconsin  also  increased  its  acreage. 
New  machinery  invented  for  harvesting  and  spreading  the  straw 
has  proved  successful. 
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POISONS  USED  IN  THE  KUBBI31  DTinrSTRT. 

Rubber  manufacture  involves  the  use  of  numerous  poisonous  sub- 
stances, of  which  lead  salts,  antimony  pentasulphide,  aniline  oil,  car- 
bon disulphide,  and  carbon  tetrachloride  are  the  most  dangerous. 

The  operations  involving  exposure  to  these  poisons,  however,  employ 
but  a  small  proportion  of  the  large  number  of  workers.  No  women 
and  very  few  boys  are  engaged  in  such  operations.  A  lesser  danger 
is  found  in  the  use  of  coal-tar  benzol  and  of  various  petroleum  prod- 
ucts, such  as  naphtha,  benzine,  etc.  A  con^derable  number  of  the 
workers,  including  women  and  boys,  are  exposed  to  the  fumes  of  these 
compounds.  These  facts  are  brought  out  in  an  investigation  by  Dr. 
Alice  Hamilton,  of  the  industrial  poisons  used  in  the  rubber  industry, 
the  results  of  which  have  just  been  published  as  Bulletin  179  of  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  Department  of  Labor. 

While  it  was  impossible  to  get  complete  data  as  to  the  frequency 
of  industrial  poisoning  in  the  rubber  mdustry,  records  were  secured 
of  no  less  than  66  cases  of  lead  poisoning  which  occurred  in  1914 
among  the  rubber  workers  in  the  United  States.  Oases  were  also 
found  of  naphtha  poisoning,  and  of  poisoning  from  carbon  disul- 
phide, carbon  tetrachloride,  and  aniline  oil.  * 

The  dangerous  nature  of  some  of  the  compounds  used  in  the  rub- 
ber industry  is  not  as  yet  commonly  known,  so  that  cases  of  industrial 
poisoning  may  occur  without  being  recognized  as  such  and  ascribed 
to  their  true  cause.  Also,  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  compounds,  the 
symptoms  of  poisoning  may  be  obscure  or  may  not  develop  until 
some  time  after  the  exposure  has  taken  place,  so  that  again  the  re- 
sulting harm  may  not  be  ascribed  to  its  true  cause. 

The  investigation  on  which  the  bureau's  report  is  based  covered 
35  rubber  factories,*  located  in  15  cities  or  towns  in  9  States.  Prac- 
ticality every  branch  of  the  rubber  industry  was  included  among  the 
activities  of  these  factories.  As  there  are  many  trade  secrets  in  the 
manufacture  of  rubber  articles,  it  was  impossible  to  make  the  in- 
vestigation as  complete  as  was  desired. 

It  is  possible  to  equip  and  manage  a  rubber  factory  so  that  ex- 
posure to  the  various  industrial  poisons  will  be  reduced  to  an  in- 
significant minimum  or  wholly  eliminated.  Helatively  little,  how- 
ever, seems  to  have  been  done  in  this  direction. 

FEANVT  BOASTEBS  FOB  BBAZIL. 

[CoDsul  A.  T.  Haebcrle,  rernambuco,  Oct  2.] 

This  consulate  has  been  requested  to  obtain  catalogues  and  export 
prices  of  peanut  roasters  for  street  use.  It  is  possible  that  a  demand 
for  this  article  can  be  created.  Boiled  peanuts  are  sold  in  large  quan- 
tities by  boys  in  the  streets.  It  is  possible  that  the  roasted  peanut  will 
be  preferred  after  this  mode  of  preparation  is  known  to  the  people. 

Firms  interested  in  exporting  this  article  should  give  full  details 
as  to  prices,  description,  and  terms.  Language  desired,  Portuguese. 


A  Bermuda  firm  has  placed  an  order  for  picture  molding  in  the 
United  States,  as  the  result  of  information  supplied  by  ConsulCarl  B. 
Loop,  of  Hamilton. 
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SPANISH  ORANGE  CEOF  BACKWABS. 

[Consul  Claude  I.  Dawson,  Valeccta,  Oct.  16.] 

The  rains  ordinarilj'  expected  in  September  and  early  October  did 
not  materialize  in  the  Valencia  orange  district;  hence  the  fruit  has 
not  developed  as  well  as  had  been  hoped  and  the  proportion  of  large 
sizes  will  probably  be  lower  than  was  anticipated  a  month  ago. 
The  weather  has  also  been  warmer  than  usual  at  this  time  of  year. 
At  this  writing  cool  nights  are  looked  for  to  impart  color  to  oranges, 
but  in  this  respect  also  hopes  have  been  disappomted.  On  the  whole 
the  crop  is  8omewha,t  backward. 

rConsuI  Wilbur  T.  GraccT.  ScrUle,  Oct.  12.] 
Orange  Crop  Prospects  In  Andalncia. 

The  general  outlook  for  the  orange  crop  in  Spain,  especially  in 
the  region  covered  by  the  Seville  consular  district,  has  changed  con- 
siderably since  previous  reports  from  that  office. 

The  region  covered  by  that  district  comprises  the  Provinces  of 
Seville,  Cordoba,  Cadiz,  Badajoz,  Huelva,  and  Caceres,  all  of  which 
provinces  produce  oranges  to  a  certain  extent,  though  Seville  is  prac- 
tically the  only  province  which  exports  in  large  quantities.  The 
oranges  produced  here  are  usually  of  the  sour  variety,  the  exports 

foing  generally  to  England  for  the  production  of  marmalade,  the 
eviRe  sour  oranges  being  especially  suitable  for  preserving. 
At  the  beginning  of  September  growers  reported  that  conditions 
were  normal^  the  trees  had  been  benefited  by  the  heavy  rains  of  the 

S receding  winter-and  a  medium  crop  was  expected,  as  the  trees  had 
owered  satisfactorily.  The  fruit,  however,  does  not  seem  to  have 
grown  satisfactorily,  owing  to  excessive  heat  during  the  summer 
months  and  the  lack  of  usual  autumn  rains,  and  experts  now  state 
that  it  is  evident  that  the  crop  this  season  will  not  nearly  ecjual  that  of 
last  year  in  quantity,  as  there  is  a  partial  failure  in  some  districts  and, 
generally,  the  trees  are  not  so  well  loaded  with  fruit  as  last  year. 

The  demand  from  the  United  Kingdom  is  large  and  growers  are 
asking  2  reals  (at  present  rate  of  exchange,  9.4  cents  United  States 
currency)  more  per  hundred  oranges  than  in  June  and  July,  1915, 
which  represents  an  additional  cost  of  about  2.25  pesetas  (42.3  cents) 
per  half  chest. 

At  the  beginning  of  August  quotations  were  approximately  9 
pesetas  (at  exchange  of  that  date,  equal  to  $1.G8)  per  half  chest; 
they  rose  continually  until  at  the  beginning  of  October  they  stood 
at  11  pesetas  ($2,07)  and  are  at  present  quoted  at  12  pesetas  ($2.26), 
and  in  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  largest  exporters  "  the  whole  produc- 
tion may  be  said  to  have  been  sold,  although  there  arc  always  a  few 
Email  lots  unsold.  As  these  form  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  crop 
th^  need  not  be  considered." 

Oranges  in  Seville  are  packed  in  cases  containing  approximately 
480.  The  crop  is  picked  during  the  latter  part  of  November  and 
December,  the  first  shipments  being  usually  made  the  first  week  in 
the  latter  month. 

The  present  year's  crop  will  be  sound  in  quality,  so  it  is  stated,  but 
will  probably  not  be  more  than  half  the  quantity  of  the  lD14r-15 
season.  Ko  statistics  are  available  of  the  actual  production. 
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HIGH  FREiaHTS  ADTANOE  COAL  PBIGES  IN  NOBWAT. 

[CoDsnl  Maurice  P.  Sunlap,  Stawisef,  Oct  18.] 

Althougli  the  coal  consumption  of  the  Stavanger  district  has  not 
changed  materially  since  the  war  began,  general  business  has  never 
before  reached  such  proportions  as  at  present,  and  the  price  of  coal 
has  advanced  along  with  those  of  other  commodities.  The  bulk  of 
the  coal  used  here  is  English  steamer  coal,  and  the  price  of  the  b^ 
Newcastle  steamer  coal  is  now  42  crowns  ($11.26  in  U.  S.  currency) 
per  ton.  Before  the  war  the  consumer  paid  only  20  crowns  ($5.36) 
per  ton.  House  coal,  which  comes  generally  from  the  Firth  of  Forth, 
Scotland,  costs  about  one  quarter  less  than  steamer,  and  has  advanced 
in  about  the  same  proportion.  The  rise  is  due  mainly  to  the  freight, 
which  has  advanced  since  July,  1914,  from  $1.10  per  ton  to  $3.65. 

Coal  delivered  f.  o.  b.  in  England  has,  however,  also  advanced  in 
cost.  Before  the  war  the  best  Newcastle  ranged  from  about  $3  to 
$3.41.  Now  it  is  mioted  f.  o.  b.  Blyth  at  $4.75.  Nearly  all  the  coal 
used  here  is  "D.  C.  B."  coal  (Davison,  Cowpen,  and  Bothal) — the 
standard  kinds  from  Newcastle  and  Blyth.  Best  Newcastle  smalls, 
f.  o.  b.  Blyth,  is  now  quoted  at  $2.92. 
License  Eequlred — Inqairiea  About  American  Coal. 

Some  uncertaintv  is  felt  here  in  certain  quarters  regarding  the  coal 
situation.  Great  iBritain  now  I'equires  a  special  license  for  every 
cargo  of  coal  shipped  to  Stavanger.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that 
larger  stocks  of  coal  have  been  laid  in  this  year  than  usual  because 
of  unsettled  conditions. 

Inquiries  have  been  made  at  the  consulate  regarding  the  possibility 
of  getting  American  coal,  and  considerable  interest  was  shown  at 
first.  The  interest  subsided,  however,  when  prices  received  from 
America  ranged  about  $4.80  higher  than  English  prices,  c.  i.  f.  No 
coal  has  been  ordered  from  Ainerica. 

There  are  no  electric  cranes  here  to  aid  in  unloading  coal  to  the 
private  docks,  although  one  was  recently  ordered  from  Cbristiania 
for  the  public  quay.  Perhaps  200  tons  per  day  can  be  unloaded  with 
the  present  facilities. 

Coal  and  coke  imported  to  Stavanger  during  1914  amounted  to 
89,613  metric  tons  from  England  and  5  metric  tons  from  Glermany, 
a  total  of  89,618  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.62  pounds). 

tLists  of  dealers  in  coal  in  the  Stavanger  district  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Coiimieree  or  Its  branch  offices.  Befer  to  file 
No.  68301.] 


The  Ontario  Hydro-Electric  Commission  has  completed  a  survey 
for  a  Government  power  house  on  the  Smeaton  farm,  between 
Queenston  Heights  and  Niagara  Falls.  Plans  for  the  power  station 
have  been  in  preparation.  The  use  of  surplus  waters  from  the 
Welland  Canal  is  projected,  carrying  the  water  to  the  generating  sta- 
tion through  a  canal  running  from  Chippawa  Creek.  Extended 
articles  on  this  Canadian  plant  were  published  in  Comhjsrcb  Re- 
ports for  September  1  and  September  21, 1915. 


Lumbermen  in  Ontario  and  Quebec  are  receiving  many  United 
States  inquiries  for  birch  and  spruce. 
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ITEW  ULBOZ  LAW  OF  POKTUGAL. 

(Consnl  Ora^ral  W.  h.  Lowiie,  URbon,  Sept.  1.] 

A  10-hour  day  (of  which  two  hours  are  resei'\^ed  for  meals)  in  mer- 
cantile establishments  and  barber  shops;  7  hours  in  banks  and  busi- 
ness offices;  10  hours  in  the  industries,  except  (1)  in  shops  or  works 
under  the  immediate  supen'ision  of  the  State  or  of  administrative 
corporations,  (2)  in  underground  work  of  the  mining  industries,  and 
(3)  in  establishments  and  shops  where,  for  induKtrial  purposes, 
insalubrious  or  poisonous  materials  arc  made  or  used,  in  which  cases 
8  hours  constitute  the  working  day;  10  hours  in  the  home  industries; 
special  regulations  regarding  the  hours  and  employment  of  women 
and  minoi-s;  these  are  among  the  provisions  of  the  new  lalwr  law  of 
Portugal.  Other  sections  provide  for  inspection  of  premises,  limit 
the  amount  of  night  work  and  of  overtime,  specify  tlie  rate  of  pay 
for  overtime,  and  touch  upon  the  legality  of  labor  contracts  in  force 
at  the  date  of  the  promulgation  of  the  law. 

Considerable  difficulty  nas  been  experienced  in  the  adjustment  of 
business  affairs  to  the  altered  conditions,  but.  the  genei'al  opinion 
seems  to  be  that  the  results  will  be  satisfactory. 

[A  copy  of  the  full  te!Et  of  the  law  will  be  loaned  to  those  Interested  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreigu  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washlngtou ;  refer  to  file  No. 
66213.] 


MOTION  PICTUEES  UT  COIOMBIA. 

[Consular  Aecnt  Harold  B.  irpverhelm,  Mcdellln,  Aug.  16:  see  also  Couuruck  RGroaTS 
for  May  0  and  July  3,  1915.] 

Medellin's  60,000  population  has,  in  the  past,  supported  three 
motion-picture  theaters — the  Circo  Espana,  the  Circo  Apolo,  and  the 
Circo  Olimpia.  The  last  named  is  the  only  cinematograph  showing 
high-grade  photoplays,  it  having  a  contract  for  Italian  films.  How- 
ever, owing  to  the  war,  this  theater  has  now  suspended  its  enter- 
tainments, and  the  other  two  are  giving  mixed  progi  ams,  combining 
varieties  with  films,  three  times  a  week  and  charging  10  to  25 
cents  admission. 

American  films  have  not  so  far  proved  a  success.  The  local  audi- 
ences are  very  exciting  and  require  good  acting,  high-grade  comedy, 
or  tragic  and  exciting  dramas.  As  the  "  floating  population  "  is  very 
small,  programs  are  changed  constantly;  only  the  most  successfiu 
films  can  be  shown  more  than  once.  The  Spanish  language  is  used 
exclusi\'ely  for  explanations. 

A  local  company  controls  the  supply  of  electric  current  and  has 
a  fixed  charge  for  theater  lighting.  The  current  is  alternating,  but 
direct  current  can  be  had  if  required. 


WATEBWOBKS  FBOFOSAL  BT  AHEBICAIT  FIBIL 

[CoDsul  Herman  L.  Spahr,  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  Sept  20.] 

Officers  of  an  American  contracting  company  are  at  Salto,  Uru- 
guay, a  city  of  about  30,000  inhabitants,  making  the  necessary  in- 
vestigations in  order  to  submit  a  proposal  for  putting  in  a  water- 
wor£  system  with  intake  from  the  Lruguay  Biver  at  Salto  Chico. 
Pluis  that  were  prepared  in  part  in  1910  for  the  same  purpose  are,  it 
is  understood,  being  made  the  basis  of  the  present  survey. 
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MOBEBK  METHODS  OF  BAKE  OF  CHINA. 

[Commercial  Attache  Juleaa  n.  Arnold,  Peking.] 

The  adoption  of  modem  methods  by  Chinese  banks  is  of  very 
recent  date,  but  so  rapid  !ias  been  the  progress  of  the  leading  native 
exponent  of  Western  methods — the  Bank  of  China — that  its  Shang- 
hai branch  is  said  to  be  second  only  to  the  Hongkong  &  Shanghai 
Bank  in  that  city.  The  Bank  of  China,  whose  capital  of  $10,000,000 
Mexican  (about  $5,000,000  United  States  gold)  was  subscribed  by  the 
Chinese  Government,  is  under  the  control  of  four  directors  appointed 
by  the  Central  Government,  but  in  reality  is  managed  by  the  gov- 
ernor. In  Peking  there  are  two  departments — the  head  offices  for  the 
whole  of  China  and  the  Peking  branch ;  in  all,  there  are  92  branches 
and  subbranches. 

The  bank  allows  2  per  cent  a  year  on  current  accounts  in  Peking, 
but  this  rate  varies  in  the  different  branches,  depending  on  local  con- 
ditions, as  much  as  2^  per  cent  being  allowed  in  some  places.  Its 
usual  rate  on  what,  in  foreign  practice,  would  be  known  as  commer- 
cial overdrafts  is  8  to  9  per  cent,  but  most  of  the  commercial  loan 
business  is  done  on  a  little  different  basis,  the  loan  being  made  in  eadi 
individual  case  upon  a  rate  and  security  suitable  to  that  particular 
case.  The  bank  has  adopted  modem  Western  methods  of  keeping 
its  books,  usin§  Arabic  figures  exclusively,  and  all  writing  in  connec- 
tion with  keepmg  the  accounts,  etc.,  is  done  with  foreign  writing  im- 
plements.   This  practice  obtains  throughout  the  branches. 

Most  of  the  small  dealers  in  Peking  do  their  banking  business  with 
the  "old-style"  banks,  with  which  they  have  had  connections  for 
many  years.  They  make  their  deposits  in  these  banks,  receiving 
interest  (two-tenths  of  1  per  cent  a  month)  on  current  accounts^  and 
also  receiving  loans  from  time  to  time  to  aid  them  in  their  business. 
For  small  short-time  loans  from  2  to  2J  per  cent  a  month  interest  is 
exacted.  Loans  at  these  rates  are  also  made  to  farmers  with  the  com- 
ing year's  crops  as  secui  ity,  but  as  a  rule  loans  at  these  high  rates  are 
not  accompanied  by  what  would  be  considered  good  security,  so  that 
much  risk  is  involved  in  connection  with  them.  The  old-style  banks 
still  make  use  of  a  brush  in  entering  the  accounts,  which  are  kept  in 
Chinese  fashion. 

SICniAK  lEUON  CBOF  OF  1915. 

[Consul  Samuel  II.  Shank,  Palermo.  Italy,  Oct.  12.] 

There  are  two  crops  of  lemons  yearly  gathered  in  Sicily,  the  winter 
and  summer  crop,  the  latter  known  as  "verdelli."  Tlie  winter  crop, 
gathered  from  December  to  May,  was  a  medium  one  this  year  and 
the  quality  was  good.  The  verdelli  crop  was  also  good  and  above 
Uie  normal  in  quantity. 

Lemons  shipped  to  the  United  States  from  January  1  to  October 
1,  1914,  totaled  2,086,004  boxes  (300  lemons  to  the  box),  while  up  to 
October  1, 1915,  tlie  amount  was  only  1,387,547  boxes. 

Production  has  constantly  been  greater  than  the  consumption,  and 
consequently  prices  have  not  kept  up.  Prices  in  September  ranged 
from  9  to  12  lire  (at  the  depreciated  rate  prevailing  about  $1.50  to 
^)jper  thousand,  while  in  September,  1914^  the  price  was  $3  to  $3.50. 

The  good  weather  which  prevailed  during  the  late  summer  and 
early  autumn  makes  the  prospects  for  the  next  lemon  crop  good  both 
as  to  quality  and  quantity.  ^  . 
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FOREIGN  TEADE  OPPOETUNITIES. 

[Where  addresses  arc  omitted  tbey  may  be  obtained  from  tbc  Barcan  or  Ha  brancb 

office*.] 

Motors  for  rowboats,  No.  19159. — An  American  ron<!ular  officer  in  India  trans- 
mits tlie  name  of  a  firm  in  his  district  wliit-li  de»tres  to  receive  quotutiuns 
on  rowboat  motors  and  terms  of  sole  agency. 

Medical  auppHa,  No.  19160. — An  American  consuliir  officer  In  Russia  reports 
that  one  of  tlie  county  councils  in  liis  district  desires  to  coramunlcflte  with 
•  American  firms  dealing  in  medical  supplies.   Catalogues,  price  lists,  and 
terms  of  delivery  stiould  be  sent 

Wearing  apparel,  No.  19161. — A  busine.ss  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  that 
its  agent  In  Central  America  in  In  the  market  for  general  lines  of  gloves, 
stockings,  novelties,  and  wearing  apparel  for  women.  The  man  will  pay 
cash. 

Paper,  No.  19162. — A  firm  in  Frnnce  desires  to  communicate  witli  American 
manufacturers  of  newspaper,  47/48  Kmnis  to  the  s<iuare  meter;  wrapping 
paper,  including  ceiiiiloso.  parch  men  ted,  hrowu.  or  iu  colors;  mu-slln  paper, 
unbleached,  white,  or  in  colors ;  and  genuine  sulphurlzeil  papers.  Samples 
and  quotations,  f.  o.  h.  or  c.  1.  f.  destination,  are  deslretl  Imu^lately.  (cor- 
respondence siiould  be  iu  French. 

Catistic  soda,  etc.,  No.  19163. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  reports 
that  there  is  an  inquiry  for  quotntioiis  on  ciiustic  s(nla  find  other  iirticles 
needed  in  tlie  soap  Industry,  such  as  polush.  lye,  soda  ash,  and  unnnonla 
alkali.  Iteferences  furnished.  Terms  easli.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Enamel  varc,  undcrtrcar.  etc..  No.  10t(i4. — The  bureau  i.s  informed  that  an  Aus- 
tralian representative  is  iu  tliis  country  for  the  purpose  of  estahllshnig 
commercial  relations  with  American  exporters  of  enamel  ware,  underwear, 
hosiery,  and  dres-s  materials  for  women.  Further  particulars  mny  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Bathroom  equipment,  No.  191G5.— .\n  American  consular  ofRcer  In  China  sub- 
mits a  list  of  coDunisslon  liouses  interested  in  bathroom  equipment.  Names 
luiiy  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  ufllces. 

Carpets  and  oilcloth,  No.  10166. — The  Department  of  Oomuierco  is  in  receipt  of 
a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Greece  stating  that  he  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cariiets  and  oilcloth  of  all  kinds 
for  delivery  f.  o.  b.  factory  or  c.  1.  f.  Plroeus,  Catalogues  and  full  infor- 
mation should  be  seat. 

Crackers,  No.  19167. — A  consular  officer  in  China  reports  that  there  Is  a  possible 
market  for  Christmas  crackers  in  his  district. 

Bewing  machines,  umbrcUa  handles,  clc.  No.  19168— A  report  from  an  American 
consular  officer  in  the  Netherlanrls  states  that  a  company  desires  to  pur- 
chase sewing  machines,  umbrella  handles,  and  fly  catchers,  ami  would  also 
like  to  act  as  agent  for  American  manufacturers  of  jackets  and  similar 
goods.  Terms  30  or  60  days,  with  2  per  cent,  when  buying  or  acting  as 
agents.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English,  German,  or  French. 

Wire,  No.  19169. — An  American  coiLsnlar  officer  In  the  United  Kingdom  trans- 
mits the  names  find  addresses  of  firms  in  his  district  which  deal  in  coil  wire. 

Drugs  and  pharmaceutical  products.  No.  19170. — An  Importer  in  Switzerland 
informs  an  American  consular  oflicer  that  he  desires  to  represent,  on  a 
commission  basis,  flims  dealing  In  drugs  and  pharmaceutical  products,  mak- 
ing payments  "  for  goods  sold  "  at  the  end  of  each  month,  and  later  on,  to 
purchase  ootrlght  Samples  and  prices  c.  i.  f.  French  port  are  requested. 
Iteferences  given.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Sngllsh. 

Dry''batterie$,  No.  19171. — ^An  American  consnlar  officer  in  Norway  reports  that 
a  nrm  In  his  district  wishes  to  correspond  with  exporters  and  dealers  In 
dry  batteries  for  electric  pocket  lamps. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOB  aOVERNHENT  SUFFIICS  AND  COKSTBTTCTION. 


.  [ CorrespondcDce  Rbould  be  direct  \rlth  the  offlces  named,  aod  Bpeclflcatlons  can  QEOally 
itc  obtained  at  the  points  wbere  tbe  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Ig  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cnees  where  tbe  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  flmu  to  mibmlt  tenders, 
they  should  axh  to  be  placed  on  the  malllog  lists  of  mich  offices  to  Tecelve  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Concrete  pavement.  No.  2763. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December 
4,  1935,  for  concrete  pavement  at  tlie  Navy  Aeronautic  Station,  Pensacola, 
Fla.  Plans  and  speciticatlons  may  t>e  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station  named. . 

Dental  cabinet.  No.  2764, — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  Unlteil  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
November  11,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "D,"  Fort 
Mason,  pressed  steel  aseptic  dental  cabinet. 

Comtruction  icork.  No.  27fi5. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Deiutrtment,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  at  the 
naval  station,  Cavlte,  P.  I.,  until  January  4,  1916,  for  a  power  house  and 
an  opei-ating  building  of  reinforced  concrete  and  steel  construction ;  and 
three  quarters  of  wood  construction  for  commanding  officer,  married  op- 
erators, and  bachelor  operators  at  the  naval  station,  Cavlte,  P.  I.  Plans 
and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureu  of  Tarda 
and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station  named. 

Dredging,  No.  2766. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  November  27,  1915, 
for  dredging  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va.  Plans  and  speclflcations  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the 
comnmndaut  of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Construction  work.  No.  2767. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  oflGce 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
for  the  construction  complete,  including  mechanical  equipment  and  ap- 
proaches, of  the  United  States  post  office  at  Greenwich,  Conn.  Drawings 
and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Washington  office 
or  to  the  custodian  of  tlie  site  at  Greenwich. 

Comtmction  work.  No.  2768.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  rec^ved  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yanla  and  Docks,  Navy  Department.  Washington.  D.  C,  until  November 
27,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  an  extension  to  the  pulping  and  poaching 
house  at  the  Naval  Proving  Grounds,  Indlaiihead,  Md.  Plans  and  specifi- 
cations may  he  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Lumber,  No.  27G9.— Sealed  proposals  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Sault 
Ste.  Mario,  Mich.,  about  nO,<X)0  feet  b.  m.  of  white  oak  timber  will  be 
received  at  the  TTnite<l  States  Engineer's  Office,  337  Federal  Building, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  until  Demnber  15,  1915.    Information  on  application. 

X-ray  plates.  No.  2770. — St?aled  proposals  will  be  received  until  November  12, 
1915,  for  furnisliins  and  tlelivoring  at  the  Meiilcal  Supply  Depot,  543  Green- 
wich Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  G4C  dozen  X-ray  plates  of  various  sizes. 

Field  gum,  gun  carriages,  etc..  No.  2771. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
until  November  25,  1015,  at  the  ollice  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Uuited 
States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  furnisiiing  and  rlellvering  f.  o.  b.  con- 
tractor's works  the  following  articles:  Field  guns,  gun  carriages,  and  gun- 
carrlago  limlwrs.  Drawings,  records,  specifications,  and  other  information 
may  be  soon  In  (he  ollice  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army, 
and  copies  thereof  can  Ihj  made  at  the  expense  of  the  bidder,  provided  that 
thoy  are  not  rouioved  from  tlie  city  of  Washington  and  are  retutned 
within  24  hours. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestio  Commerce. 

New  York,  Eoom  409  Tnited  States  Gastomhoase ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  United 
States  CQstomhoase;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  4(Mi  Third  National 
Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  lOSO  Hibemia 
Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhoase;  Seattle,  828  Alaska 
Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cinoln- 
natl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
cf  Commetoe;  Philadelphia,  Cliamber  of  Commerce. 
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SWISS  PEDER&L  FITKCHASinG  TSUST. 

The  Department  of  State  has  been  informea  by  the  Swiss  Legation 
in  Washington  that  while  the  Swiss  Society  of  Surveillance  has  been 
agreed  upon  by  the  allies,  as  stated  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Novem- 
bw  2,  1915,  the  organization  of  the  society  has  not  yet  been  com- 
pleted, and  therefore  until  further  notice  shipments  to  Switzerland 
should  be  made  as  heretofore.  G(toimercial  ititetests  Will  be  informed 
through  Commerce  Keforts  as  soon  as  the  organization  of  the  society 
is  completed  and  ready  to  receive  consignments. 


EHBABdO  OS  EH)  SKINS  IN  FBENCH  COIOHIES. 

[Telegram  from  American  Conial  General,  Paris,  Not.  4,  1015.] 

A  ministerial  decree  of  November  3,  1915,  abrogates  the  permis- 
sion granted  April  23, 1915,  for  the  exportation  of  kid  skins,  raw  and 

grepared,  from  French  colonies  to  allied  countries  and  to  the  United 
tates.  Tunis  and  Morocco  were  not  included  in  the  list  of  colonies 
from  which  exportation  was  prohibited  by  the  order  of  April  23. 


BBITISH  NOTICE  GONCEBNING  WHEAT  CAKGOES. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consulate  Oeneral,  London.] 

The  British  Government  Board  of  Trade  announces  that  vessels 
loading  by  December  15,  1915,  with  wheat  from  an  American  At- 
lantic port  shall  be  exempt  from  requisition  on  arrival  in  a  United 
Kingdom  port  and  free  to  start  another  voyage  not  necessarily  North 
Atlantic  after  discharge  cargo. 


An  apparently  steady  South  African  trade  in  American  glass  has 
resulted  from  a  "Trade  Opportunity"  forwarded  by  Consul  E.  A. 
.Wakefield,  of  Port  Elizabeth. 
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K£W  LINES  BETWEEN  TTSITED  8IATES  ASD  HEZZCO. 

[Vice  Consul  Tbomas  11.  Sevan,  Tampion  Uasko,  Oct.  22.] 

Itwtner  l«rriM  far  Tun^eo  ud  Beaumml 

The  Gulf  Export  and  Transportatiwi  Co.  has  established  a  regu- 
lar freight  and  passenger  service  between  Beaumont,  Tex.,  and  Tam- 
pico,  Mexico.  The  company  has  purchased  the  steamship  PUotj 
lormerly  tixe  United  States  revenue  cutter  Alexander  Hamilton^  and 
renamed  it  Keechi,  together  with  three  seagoing  barges,  which  will 
be  towed  by  the  Keechi.  The  company  has  fitted  the  steamer  up.  with 
accommodations  to  carry  about  20  passengers  and  plans  to  maintain 
a  10-day  schedule  between  Tampico  and  Beaumont,  llie  Keechi  has 
cargo  space  for  200  tons  and  the  barges  600  tons  each. 

'Die  principal  freight  from  the  United  States  to  Mexico  will  be 
lumber  and  general  car^o.  Owing  to  the  quick  service,  there  will 
be  little  difficulty  in  gettmg  a  return  cargo  for  the  United  States,  in. 
order  to  avoid  unnecessary  delays  the  steamer  will  tow  one  barge 
at  a  time,  while  the  two  others  are  at  their  destinations  being  loaded 
and  discharged. 

[CMiRal  Claude  BL  Oayant,  BnanuUla.  Haxlca^  Get  S6.] 
San  Diego-Ensenaia  Company  formed  In  California. 

A  new  company,  known  as  the  San  Diego-Ensenada  Steamship 
Co.,  is  being  incorporated  in  California  for  Sie  purpose  of  engaging 
in  freigiit  and  passenger  traffic  between  San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  ttie 
Pacific  ports  of  Lower  California.  The  new  company  is  financed  by 
.residents  pl.Saii. Diego  and  Ensena<)a,  and  will  iiave  a  capttalizaticm 
of  $25^00,' partially  paid  up.  \t  is  the- intention  otf  the  company  to 
purchase  at  once,  at  swne  Pacific  port,  a  vessel  of  between  ioo  and 
200  tons,  and  to- iji3q«ire. other  bpftts  in  the  future,  if.  traffic  warrants. 

Regular  steamer  service  between  Knsenada  and  San  Diego  ceased 
with  the  sinking  of  the  Mexican  steamer  VictoricLf  off  San  Diego  last 
spring.  Since  that  time  tliis  coast  has  been  served  by  irregiilar 
voyages  of  a  14-ton  gasoline  schooner,  which  has  been  charging  $7.50 
for  passage  and  $d  per  ton  for  freight  between  Ensenada  a^  San 
Diego,  a  distance  of  70  miles.  The  new  line  will  probably  charge  $5 
for  passengers  and  $3  a  ton  for  freight,  and  will  make  a  voyage 
every  5  days. 

Light  passenger  and  freight  traffic  prevailed  all  summer.  South- 
bound cargoes  have  averaged  about  60  tons  per  month,  and  north- 
bound only  about  10  tons.  About  40  passengers  each  way  have  been 
carried  per  month.  This  town  and  district,  however,  are  only  await- 
ing better  conditions  to  become  very  active  in  industry  and  commerce, 
especially  in  mining  and  ranching,  and  it  is  with  a  view  to  being 
prepared  to  handle  the  inevitable  increase  in  traffic  that  this  new 
steamship  line  is  being  organized. 


CONSTTLAK  TBADE  CONFEBENGES. 

Consul  Lester  Maynard,  of  Amor,  China,  states  that  he  will  be 
in  the  United  States  on  leave  of  absence  until  about  December  SI, 
1915,  and  that  his  address  will  be  cai%  of  the  Department  of  State, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

The  leave  of  absence  of  Consul  Willys  R.  Peck,  of  Tsingtau,  China, 
having  been  extended  he  will  be  in  Washington,  D.  C,  from  about 
December  1, 1015,  to  January  31, 1916. 
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COKDinON  OF  EGYPTIAN  COTTON  CROP. 

[Conral  Arthur  Oarrele.  Alexandria,  Oct.  4 ;  data  takes  from  BnlletlD  of  AlezaodrU 
General  Produce  AosocIatloD  for  September.  I&IS.I 

Lower  Egypt. — ^Weather  conditions  generally  favorable  during  the 
first  half  of  the  month,  latter  cooler;  the  fogs  usually  prevalent  dur- 
ing this  period  were  absent  this  year.  Boll  worm  and  pink  boll  worm 
ravages  quite  considerable,  some  parts  more  affected  than  others. 
First  picking,  everywhere  under  way,  is  15  days  in  advance  of 
usual  time.  Results  are  variable.  Some  districts  show  slightly  bet- 
ter yields  than  last  year,  while  others  are  inferior.  Second  picking 
will  be  below  the  average,  and  indications  point  to  a  minimum  third- 
picking  yield.  Gin  returns  vary  and,  on  the  whole,  appear  inferior 
to  last  season. 

Upper  Egypt  and  Fyoum. — Weather,  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three  days,  was  rather  cool,  but  generally  favorable.  Light  fogs 
of  no  importance  were  evident  at  the  beginning  of  the  month.  With 
the  exception  of  the  parasite  attacks  inmcated  last  month  no  further 
boll  or  pink  boll  worm  were  in  evidence. 


COTTON  GINNED,  IHPORTES,  AND  EXPORTED. 

According  to  a  preliminary  report  issued  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Census,  the  number  of  bales  of  cotton  ginned  from  the 

growth  of  1915  prior  to  November  1,  1915,  was  7,384,871  (counting 
round  as  half  bales),  compared  with  9^826,912  bales  for  the  corre- 
sponding perfod  in  1914,  and '8-,830,396  bales -in  1913.  Round' bales 
in  1915  amounted  to  69,204  against  23,182  in  1914  and  61,577  in  1913. 
The  number  of-  sea-island  bales  included  is  55,356  for  1915,  43,115 
for  1914,  and  42,804  for  1913.  The  distribution  of  the  sea-island 
cotton  for  1915,  by  States,  is  Florida,  17,841;  Georgia,  36,141;  and 
South  Carolina,  1^376. 

The  statistics  for  1915  are  subject  to  slight  corrections  when 
checked  against  the  individual  returns  of  the  ginners  being  trans- 
mitted by  mail.  The  corrected  statistics  of  the  quantity  of  cotton 
ginned  this  season  prior  to  October  18  are  5,710,824  bales. 

Domestic  cotton  exported  during  October,  1915,  was  673,059  run- 
ning bales,  and  forei^  cotton  imported,  13,506  equivalent  500-pound 
bales. 


RESULTS  OF  FOREIGN  TRADE  OPPORTUNITY  SERVICE. 

[Commerctal  Agent  Geoi^c  W.  Doonan,  SL  Louie,  Uo.,  Not.  3.] 

Mr.  George  W.  Doonan,  Commercial  Agent,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Bureau's  branch  office  in  St.  Louis,  reports  that  he  is  in  receipt  of 
advice  from  a  manufacturer  of  railway  supplies  in  that  city  to  the 
effect  that  the  manufacturer  has  secured  orders  in  South  America 
for  railroad  lamps,  lenses,  benders,  and  tinware  from  four  different 
firms.  ThR  information  relative  to  the  openings  was  secured  through 
"  Foreign  Trade  Opportunities  "  and  lists  of  dealers  supplied  by  the 
St.  Louis  office.  The  manufacturer  states  that  these  are  all  initial 
orders,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  lead  to  a  very  nice  export 
business. 
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monS  AVD  BZP0XT8  BT  GOUHTinS. 

Details  lowing  the  value  of  merchandise  imported  from  and  ex- 
ported to  each  of  the  principal  countries  during  September  and  the 
0  months  ended  with  September,  1915,  compared  with  correspond- 
ingperiods  of  the  preceding  year,  have  been  completed  by  the  Bureau 
of  Forei^  and  Domestic  Craxmerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce, 
as  follows: 
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I'i.^d,  172 
i'l",  1711  .■.77 

■■'<  "  [  !  1K4 

.■i'.7iM  ;«7 

1,^  7LiiK|-.20 

17,;i71  :!is3 
(i,9.'7,:iK0 
27,316,U4l 
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EXPORTS  FBOU  CHAMPAaHE  DISTEICT. 

[Consul  W.  Bardel,  Bpernay,  France,  Oct  18.1 

A  comparative  statement  of  the  merchandise  declared  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  from  the  Epernay  (Reims)  consular  dis- 
trict during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  last  two  years  appears  below : 


Aitldea. 


AnttmoDy  oxfdB  

Chloride  of  lime  

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Cloth,  colored  

Embroideries  

Stocking  

Underwear  

Crockery  

Flowers,  arliflcial  

Fruits,  preserved  

disss: 

Uanu^tures  of  

Plate  

OloTes,  kid  

Uachlnery: 

Riirof.mttUng  .  

Otter  

Ulneral  water  

If  oslcal  instniments  

Rubber  8Dbstitut«  

8Mdi,  vegetable  


First  Smontlift— 


1914 


196, 39S 
8,651 

66,850 
14.355 
»,221 
29,994 
3.001 
7.015 
4,323 

30.961 
1,010 
£96, 135 

14,046 
7,694 
6,663 
3.369 

17,183 
1,073 


191S 


(404 

1,182 
39.815 
3.209 
1,073 
146 

9,773 

3i9,'652 

673 
787 


1,630 


AltlClM. 


Skins,  rabbit  

Silk  stockiufB  

Tin.  manuracturas  of . . . 
Willows: 

UanuEacturcs  of  

Osiers  

Wool,  manuTacIures  of: 

Stockings  

Underwear  

Wine,  champagne  

AU  other  

Total   to  United 

Stales  

Exports  to  Porto  Rico, . 

Exports  to  Hawaii  

Exports  to  Philippine 
Islands  

Orand  total  


First  9  months— 


1914 

1915 

81,128 
1,S14 
SO,  040 

24,301 
15,386 

1,013 
9,194 
1,304,244 
27,248 

13,170 

4,397 

r,og 

a,5S6 

1.3$5,(SJ 
7,843 

2, 129, 237 
3,53P 

2,413 

1,774,978 
236 

1,619 

3,137,130 

1,778,833 

HUSS^SFIEia)  TO  HAVE  ClBEAT  DYE  WOBES. 

[Consul  Franklin  D.  Hale,  Huddenfield,  Englaod,  Oct  15.] 

After  carefully  con;sidering  a  number  of  locations  the  directors  of 
British  Dyes  (Ltd.)  have  decided  to  establish  their  works  for  the 
production  of  synthetic  dyes  at  Huddersfield.  The  purpose  of  this 
company  is  to  manufacture  dyes  on  such  an  extensive  scale  as  to 
make  the  dye  users  of  this  country  independent  of  foreign  supplies. 
[See  Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  7  and  Feb.  18,  1915.]  The  site 
selected  is  a  450-acre  tract  in  the  valley  of  the  Colne  River  adjacent 
to  the  works  (formerly  belonging  to  Read  HoUiday  &  Sons)  taken 
over  by  British  Dyes  a  few  months  ago. 

It  is  estimated  now  that  the  new  works  will  eventually  employ 
10,000  adults,  which  means  an  added  population  to  the  city  of  prob- 
ably 35,000  people.  The  great  problem  for  the  municipality  will 
be  to  house  so  large  a  number  of  people.  The  borough  council,  the 
chamber  of  commerce,  and  prominent  citizens  have  this  matter  eeri- 
ously  under  consideration  at  the  present  time. 


SECBEASES  LEEDS  EXFOETS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Homer  U.  Bjlngton,  Leeds,  England,  Oct.  18.] 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  through  the  Leeds  con- 
sulate for  the  quarter  ended  September  80,  1915,  amounted  to 
$318,440,  as  compared  with  $565,941  for  the  corresponding  quarter  of 
1914.  l^e  total  exports  for  the  9  months  ended  Septeml^r  30, 1915, 
were  $611,289,  as  compared  with  $1,788,350  in  1914.  The  decrease 
may  be  held  to  be  due  to  conditions  which  are  a  direct  result  of  the 
war. 
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PLAKS  OF  OKABUATE  SCHOOL  OF  AamCITLTTrRE. 

The  Bureau  of  Education.  Department  of  the  Interior,  announces 
that  the  seventh  biennial  session  of  the  Graduate  School  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  American  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations 
will  be  held  at  the  Massachusetts  A^icultural  College  July  3-  to  28. 
1916.  Three  courses  to  receive  special  attention  are:  (1)  Factors  ot 
£^wth  of  plants  and  animals;  (2)  fundamental  problems  of  inten- 
sive agi'iculture,  including  agronomy,  horticulture,  and  dairy  hus- 
bandry; (3)  agricultural  economic  and  rural  sociology.  The  last- 
mentioned  coui-se  is  to  be  especially  emphasized.  In  addition  to  the 
courses  given  in  the  graduate  school  are  others  given  in  the  regular 
summer  school  conducted  by  the  college. 

Previous  sessions  of  the  graduate  school  were  held  in  Ohio  State 
University  in  1902;  University  of  Illinois,  1906;  Cornell  University, 
1908;  Iowa  State  College,  1910;  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  1912; 
and  University  of  Missouri,  1914. 

The  school  is  in  session  for  four  weeks.  During  that  time  courses 
are  given  on  various  phases  of  advanced  agricultural  science,  agri- 
cultural economics,  and  rural  sociology.  Each  course  consists  of  20 
lectures  and  20  seminars  and  is  usually  divided  into  four  distinct 
parts  given  in  the  four  different  weeks  of  the  school  and  each  by  a 
specialist  in  his  subject.  Many  prominent  and  learned  men  have  been 
members  of  the  faculties — Zuntz,  Hall^Von  Tseharmak,  Ewart,  Rus- 
sell, Marshall,  and  Darbishire,  from  European  countries.  Mendel, 
McDpugal,  Castle^  I?,uggar,^^tJ(Ue,  S<tierman,  ,Car|ye^,,j;ast,  and  Har- 
ris, from  institutions  not  primarily  agricultural  in  jpurpose,  have  been 
included  also.  In  addition  to  these  nearly  all  of  the  men  in  agricul- 
tural colleges  in  the  United  States  known  as  specialists  on  various 
phases  of  agricultural  work  have  taken  part. 

VOBE  ON  UOHTHOirSE  BVBEAU'S  NEW  VESSELS. 

Four  light  vessels  and  six  tenders  for  the  work  of  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  were  under  construction  or  projected 
during  the  month  of  October.  The  report  on  the  status  oi  the  new 
vessels,  made  November  4.,  gave  the  various  stages  of  completion 
reached  on  these  craft.  The  tender  Fern  has  b^n  aeceptea  from 
the  contractors  and  final  pavment  made. 

The  tender  Hose^  being  built  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  is  about  65  per  cent 
completed,  and  Light  Vessels  No.  101  and  No.  102^  at  Wilmington, 
Del.,  are,  respectively,  46  and  47  per  cent  completed.  The  tender 
Cedar  at  Long  Beach,  Cat.,  has  reached  the  10  per  cent  stage,  and 
the  tender  Palmetto^  at  Jacksonville,  Pla.,  1  per  cent. 

For  Light  Vessel  No.  99,  relief  boat  on  the  Great  Lakes,  the  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation,  about  $58,000,  is  available,  and  plans  are 
being  prepared.  For  Light  Vessel  No.  100,  an  appropriation  of 
$130,(K>b  is  available,  and  a  preliminary  study  has  been  made. 

In  providing  a  tender  for  the  engineer  the  sixth  district,  the 
btilance  of  the  appropriation,  about  $26,881,  is  to  be  used  for  the 
purchase  of  a  suitable  \*essel  to  replace  the  tender  Oard^nia.  Bids 
have  been  received  to  be  opened  Nowmber  10.  The  tender  A9ter,  foar 
the  eighth  district,  was  uuthnri?^  by  the  act  of  March  8,  1915,  but 
no  appropriation  is  as  yet  available. 
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WIDE  TABIETT  OF  FOBEIOH  XNatnSIES. 

An  example  of  the  wide  variety  of  queries  that  the  Bureau  of 
For«ign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  constantly  receiving  is  furnished 
by  an  inquiry  about  campai^  buttons  in  a  Latin-American  country, 
A  manufacturer  in  the  United  States  is  to  make  the  buttons,  and 
has  asked  the  Bureau,  through  one  of  its  branch  offices,  what  the 
rates  of  duty  are  on  this  class  of  goods  in  the  country  to  which  they 
are  to  be  sent. 

A  steady  stream  of  letters  to  the  Bureau  bring  questions  about 
foreign  tariff  rates  in  various  Central  and  South  American  countries, 
about  railroad  fares,  economic  conditions,  markets  for  specific  prod- 
ucts, and  innumerable  other  subjects  related  to  trade,  especially  the 
trade  of  the  Latin  Republics  to  the  south.  American  merchante  are 
seeking  in  many  ways  to  capture  the  attention  of  that  section  of  the 
world  on  its  "  shopping  tours." 

An  inquiry  which  involves  the  study  of  railroad  fares  for  various 
points  in  practically  all  the  South  American  countries  means  con- 
siderable research  by  the  Bureau,  but  it  furnishes  the  information  as 
promptly  as  possible.  Another  correspondent  desires  information 
about  the  varieties  and  quantities  of  fruit  to  be  found  among  the 
products  of  South  America,  and  the  particular  locations  of  the 
varieties.  In  this  instance  also  the  Bureau  gives  careful  attention 
to  the  task  of  delving  for  the  required  facts. 

Some  mamifacturers  call  for  information  which,  as  a  rule,  will 
have  to  be  obtained  from  the  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  in  the  field.  One' firm  asks  about  the  maTket  for 
gas  tips  for  open-flame  gas  jets.  Another,  which  makes  Babbitt 
metal  bearings,  would  like  to  know  what  chance  there  i^  of  .selling 
antifriction  bearings  in  South  Anierica. '        '  ' 

The  Bureau  has  been  asked  to  explain  the  triangular  method  of 
settling  trade  balances  between  South  America  and  the  United  States 
by  way  of  Europe,  and  the  amounts  involved.  Persons  interested 
in  foreign  trade  also  take  up  other  economic  questions.  In  fact, 
variety  characterizes  each  day's  mail  of  the  Bureau,  and  South 
America  is  receiving  special  attention.  The  same  mail  that  brought 
the  query  about  campaign  buttons  contained  a  letter  from  a  manu- 
facturer who  desired  information  about  rates  of  duty  on  cabinet  files 
to  be  shipped  to  a  Latin  American  country. 

All  these  communications  are  receiving  the  careful  attention  of 
the  Bureau,  and  the  Government  officials  find  in  them  pleasing  evi- 
dence of  broader  efforts  to  extend  American  trade. 


CHILE'S  ESTDCATED  BUDOET  DEFICIT. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Oct.  5 ;  alt  sama  stated  In  United  States  gold.] 

The  Chilean  Minister  of  Finance,  in  a  recent  report  to  the  Budget 
Committee,  stated  that  it  now  appears  that  the  deficit  for  the  year 
1915,  which  in  October,  1914,  was  estimated  as  high  as  $16,000,000, 
■would  not  exceed  $4,550,000.  The  revenues  for  the  year  are  esti- 
mated as  totaling  $47,880,000,  with  $22,400,000  cash  on  hand  Decem- 
ber 31, 1914.  The  total  expenses  of  the  Government  in  1915  are  now 
placed  at  $74,650,000,  on  which  basis  the  deficit  to  be  met  at  the  end 
of  this  year  would  be  $4,370,000,  or  $1,810,000  less  than  the  deficit 
for  the  last  prewar  year  (1913). 
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GREEK  DEHAiri)  FOB  AXESOCAM  OAXXBA  BUPFIIES. 

[Vice  ConiUl  George  P.  Waller,  Jr.,  Athens,  Sept  16.] 

The  Greek  market  for  photographic  ^^oods,  until  the  beginning  of 
th«  present  war,  was  abundantly  supplied.  Cameras  were  obtained 
for  the  must  part  from  American,  German,  and  Sritish  firms  in  the 
order  nnmed,  while  chemicals,  plates,  and  papers  came  largely  fnnn 
German  firms. 

As  Greece  is  now  practically  cut  off  from  the  German  marl»t 
photographic  chemicals,  especially  of  the  rodinal  class  of  developers, 
are  much  in  demand,  and  American-made  chemicals  seem  to  have  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  supplant  the  German  products.  Tlie  j^th 
has  already  been  made  smooth  for  the  greater  use  of  Amencan 
preparations  by  the  introduction  in  the  last  few  years  of  the  ex- 
tremely ingenious  tank  for  daylight  development  of  films,  manu- 
factured by  an  American  firm  and  requiring  for  its  proper  use  Ameri- 
can chemicals,  which  need  only  the  addition  of  water  before  use. 

There  is  a  brisk  market  for  American  films,  although  this  article, 
by  reason  of  its  very  excellence,  does  not  always  yield  as  good  pho- 
to^aphs  as  do  films  of  less  speed.  The  dazzlmg  stmlight,  together 
with  the  high  actinic  value  of  the  very  blue,  usuUIy  undouded,  sides 

{trevailing  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  in  Greece  requires  that  the 
ens  of  a.  camera  be  stopi)ed  down  to  an  aperture  whicli  would  in 
northern  Einope  mean  nopelesa  underexposure  for  ordinary  films. 
An  enterprising  manufacturer  would  find  a  g«od  market  for  a  much 
slower  film,  which  he  might  athertise  as  being  prepared  expressly 
for  tropical,  sejiside,  or  oriental  use,  with. fixed- foc^its  hand  cameras 
adjusted  to  Ainericmi  conditions.  Tliese  instruments  might  then  be 
successfully  used  in  (ireece  or  other  lands  where  similar  conditions 
prevail  without  changing  the  stops  or  speed  of  the  shutter. 
Xew  Source  for  Kinlatnrfl  Camerai  Songht. 

The  films  mofit  in  demand  here  are  the  familiar  post-card  sizes. 
The  eight-exposure  films  for  waistcont-pocket  cameras,  Ig  by  ^ 
inches,  &ifs  also  greatly  in  demand;  as  the  closing  of  the  German  mar- 
ket has  reduced  the  sale  of  the  mmiature  cameras  of  German  manu- 
facture. As  tliese  cameras  are  frequently  not  made  in  standard  sizes, 
they  may  be  profitably  replaced  by  a  mmiature  camera  of  American 
manufacture  which  may  be  equipped  to  enlarge  the  tiny  negatives 
to  any  reasonable  size.  This  little  camera,  well  known  in  the  United 
States,  sells  at  retail  in  Greece  for  $8.70.  Equipped  with  the  better 
lens  mentioned  it  costs  $17.95.  There  is  also  a  small  camera  of  Eng- 
lish manufacture  on  the  market,  somewhat  similar  to  the  instrument 
mentioned,  but  taking  a  slightly  smaller  picture.  This  is  not  very 
popular,  however,  although  it  retails  for  about  $1.55  less  than  the 
American  article. 

An  American  camera  has  been  placed  on  sale  here  recently  for 
amateur  use.  Instead  of  films  it  uses  ferrotype  plates,  the  old- 
fashioned  "  tintype,"  enabling  the  operator  to  expose,  develop,  and 
finish  a  photograph  by  daylight  in  from  two  to  three  minutes.  Sales 
of  this  type  are  very  small. 

The  introduction  of  exti-emely  simple  and  compact  enlarging  ap- 
paratus of  American  production  has  in  turn  created  an  active  market 
for  bromide  printing  paper,  which  is  extremely  sensitive  to  light  and 
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has  heretofore  not  been  in  general  use  by  amatrars,  owing  to  the 
delicacy  requisite  to  its  proper  manipulation. 
Window  DisptaiTf  of  Aaerioan  Ooods. 

American  firms  now  supplying  the  Grecian  market  advertise 
widely  and  the  principal  depots  carry  excellent  window  displays  of 
the  goods.  Correspondence  with  prospective  customers  should  be 
in  Greek  or  French,  and  it  is  si^gested  that  advertising  matter  and 
labels  be  printed  in.  Frendi  ojuTthat  all  measurements  be  ffLvm  in 
metric  units. 

The  prices  of  photographic  mateoisls  of  American  muiufacture 

have  not  advanced  in  Greece  on  account  of  the  war.  American  films 
sell  for  exactly  the  same  price  as  in  the  United  States,  although  cam- 
eras generally  cost  more.  A  popular  hand  camera,  representative  of 
a  type  selling  for  $2  in  America,  costs  the  equivalent  of  $3.20  here, 
while  the  waistcoat-pocket  instrument,  which  in  America  retails  for 
$6,  costs  only  a  few  cents  less  than  the  equivalent  of  $9  in  Greece, 
printing  paper  of  the  "  gaslight "  type  is  sold  under  a  name  long  since 
obsolete  in  America,  to  meet  German  competition,  at  an  equal  price, 
while  the  i-cgular  brands  are  sold  under  their  American  names  at  no 
advance  upon  the  English  and  American  price. 

Although  one  may  freauently  find  foreign  cameras  apparently 
equal  to  the  American  products  and  selling  at  a  lower  price,  the  ma- 
jority of  Greek  amateurs  seem  to  prefer  the  American  products, 
which  were  the  pioneers  in  their  field  and  are  still  well  in  the  lead 
wherever  the  prime  photographic  factors  of  simplicity,  durability, 
and  quality  aii;e,9pnsidered,  ,^ Until  .thft  l^st  few  months  there  has 
no  direct  exportation  of  photographic  goods  from  America  ib  Greece. 
Alexandria,  Egypt,  was  the  headquarters  of  the  trade  for  this  part 
of  the  world,  and  American  order?  were  handled  through  that  gen- 
eral agency. 

[A  list  of  large  dealei-s  In  photographic  supplies  In  Athens  may  be  obtaine<l 
from  the  Bureau  of  Forotgu  and.  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Re- 
fer to  aie  No.  eroie.]   

ai&SGOw  cLEjursnra  sefasthert's  xefort. 

[Consnl  John  N.  McConn,  Olasgow,  Scotlaod,  Bept  16.J 

During  the  departmental  year  1914-15  of  the  cleansing  dejjartment 
of  the  Glasgow  Corporation  the  total  weight  of  food  rejected  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  amounted  to  about  123  tons  (ton= 
2,240  pounds).  This  comprised  eg^,  cheese,  fish,  tinned  meat,  fruit, 
and  vegetables.  The  e^rgs  alone  weighed  63  tons  8^  hundredweight, 
which  means  that  considerably  over  1,000,000  eggs  were  found  un- 
sound. 

The  revenue  derived  from  waste  materials  taken  from  the  city 
refuse  was  $17,037.  The  cost  of  working  the  department  amounted 
to  $750,511,  as  against  $072,180  for  1913-14,  an  incre^ise  of  $78,331, 
or  $10,209  more  than  the  estimate.  The  total  quantity  of  refuse 
dealt  with  was  416,276  tons,  and  the  cost  of  collecting  it,  exchisive 
of  harbor  material,  was  $273,224,  an  increase  of  about  12  cents  per 
ton  over  the  prwwding  year. 

Produce  sold  from  the  estates  owned  by  the  corporation  realized 
$12,185.  The  remainder,  valued  at  $28,337,  was  used  in  the  cleansing 
stables  and  other  departments  in  the  city  or  on  their  farms. 
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SOimCES  OF  BAGS  FOR  SOUTH  AUEBICAK  PBOI)nCT& 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Guaira,  Venezuela,  Oct  7.] 

This  country  exports  annually  from  1,500,000  to  1,800,000  sacks  of 
coffee  and  cocoa,  and  also  uses  many  sacks  as  containers  for  dividivi, 
siangrore  bark,  pearl  shell,  and.  other  products.  The  importation 
of  sacks,  however,  is  limited,  as  the  tariff  favors  the  import  of  jute 
cloth  rather  than  of  sacks.  In  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1914,  such 
importations  were:  Empty  sacks,  288,523  pounds,  valued  at  $11,854; 
sacl^  of  canvas  or  hemp,  91,801  pounds,  worth  $12,103 ;  and  jute  doth, 
known  as  "  Crudo  No.  3,"  486,694  pounds,  valued  at  $378,776. 

On  ordinary  fabrics,  to  be  employed  tor  sacks  or  for  wrapping, 
made  of  hemp,  jute,  or  analogous  fibers,  pure  or  mixed  with  cotton, 
not  bleached  by  chemicals,  though  having  bands  or  squares  of  color, 
the  customs  duties  and  surtaxes  amount  to  $3.42  per  100  pounds  gross 
we^ht,  provided  that  the  semisum  of  threads  does  not  exceed  6  in  a 
square  of  5  millimeters  (0.197  inch).  Similar  fabrics  bleached  chem- 
ically or  having  more  than  6  threads  per  5  millimeters,  and  made 
sacks  are  dutiable  at  $10.27  per  100  pounds.  Used  sacks  in  general 
are  also  dutiable  at  $3.42  per  100  pounds,  and  used  sacks  brought  in 
for  use  in  the  exportation  of  dividivi,  mangrove  bark,  and  mother- 
of-pearl  shell  are  admitted  free. 

Sacks  for  coffee  and  cocoa  are  made  to  hold  100  or  110  pounds;  eacH' 
one  requires  2^  meters  of  material  (Crudo  No.  3),  and  weighs  2^ 
pounds,  the  present  cost  in  La  Guaira  being  40  cents  each.  At  pres- 
ent all  baggmg  is  credited  to  Great  Bntain  in  the  import  statistics, 
but  it  is  not  known- whether  H  is'.tlte 'product  of  Scotch  or  of  Cal- 
cutta mills. 

A  list  of  dealers  and  importers  is  appended. 

[Consul  Herbert  R.  Wrlgbt,  Puerto  CabeUo,  Teoeznela,  Sept  28.] 

Exporters  Manafaoture  Their  Own  Baers. 

During  1914  there  were  309^5  bags  used  for  the  exportation  of 
coffee,  cocoa,  and  coconuts.  These  were  made  here,  as  ^o  bags  are 
imported.  During  the  same  period  737,856  pounds  of  burlap  cloth, 
valued  at  $88,830.17,  were  imported  from  the  following  countries: 
United  Kingdom,  714,575  pounds,  valued  at  $83,063;  Germany,  17,- 
685  pounds,  valued  at  $5,065;  Neth^lands,  5,696  pounds,  valued  at 
$701. 

This  cloth  sells  here  for  $0,193  United  States  currency  per  yard, 
and  it  takes  about  1^  yards  for  a  bag,  each  exporter  making  his  own. 

[Coniul  Gcorse  B.  ChamberUn,  Georgetown,  British  Galana,  Sept  28.] 
TTsed  for  Sn^ar  and  Bice  in  British  Guiana. 

Jute  or  burlap  bags  are  used  extensively  in  this  consular  district, 
in  the  sugar  and  rice  industries.  The  sugar  ba^  are  of  a  size  to 
hold  250  pounds,  and  the  rice  bags  180  pounds. 

The  chief  sources  of  supply  have  been  the  British  East  Indies  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  annual  consumption  is  ^m  1,250,000 
to  1^500,000  bugs.  The  imports  by  countries  for  1913,  the  latest 
available  statistics,  were:  British  East  Indies,  60,155  dozen  bags, 
valued  at  $99,408;  United  Kingdom,  34,263  dozen,  $47,725;  Britwh 
West  Indies,  4,228  dozen,  $4,789;  United  States,  1,708  dozen,  $2^90; 
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DutcK  Guiana,  9  dozen,  $7;  total,  100,363  doaen,  valued  at  $154,279. 
The  present  price  of  these  bags  is  from  19  to  20  cents  each,  c.  i.  f. 
Georgetown- 

ILists  of  firms  interested  in  Jute  or  burlap  bags  in  Georgetown,  British 
Guiana,  Puerto  Cabello,  La  Guaira,  Caracas,  Carupaoo,  and  Ciudod  Bolivar, 
Venezuela,  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  Its  branch  offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  C7,834.] 


KOBE!  PUBLIC  BATHS  DT  ENOIISH  Cmr. 

[Coilgal  J.  S.  AroutroDK,  Jr.,  Biiatol,  S^t  29.] 

Erection  has  been  commenced  of  buildings  for  the  Bristol  Korth 
District  Baths.  There  will  be  a  series  of  slipper  baths,  a  large  swim- 
ming bath,  and  a  laondi-y  department ;  the  portion  to  be  carried  out 
at  present  includes  the  swimming  bath,  boiler  house,  and  laundry. 

There  are  to  be  8  first-class  and  10  second-class  slipper  baths,  and 
18  Kane's  needle  and  shower  baths  for  men,  as  well  as  8  slipper  baths 
and  a  like  number  of  Kane's  Imths  for  women.  The  estabushment  is 
to  be  up  to  date  on  plans  prepared  in  the  office  of  the  City  Engineer, 
BristoL 

The  swimming  bath  will  be  in  a  large  hall  100  by  54  feet,  the  bath 
water  area  being  75  by  30  feet  ThA  pool  will  be  of  cement  concrete, 
lined  with  asphalt  and  faced  with  white  glazed  bricks,  and  the 
gangways  paved  with  corrugated  paving  tiles.  The  51  collapsible 
dressing  boxes  may  be  folded  against  the  wall  to  give  additional 
accommodation  for  the  public  at  swimming  entertainments.  There 
will  be  foriresits  comnumiqatingr'withithefitreety  and  four  stairt^s 
leading  from  the  galleries.  .  " 

Ccmnected  with  the  swimming  bath  are  two  competitors'  rooms  each 
16  by  16^  feet,  a  club  room  17  by  15J  feet,  two  dressing  rooms,  and 
kitchen.  There  will  be  a  shed  for  bicycles  and  marshaling  the  swim- 
ming classes.  A  foot  bath  10  by  8  feet  for  ablution  before  entering 
the  swimming  pool  is  included.  There  are  also  the  usual  lavatories, 
attendant's  office,  and  ^ower  bath. 

In  addition  to  windows  the  building  will  be  lighted  the  full  length 
of  the  roof,  and  air  purification  will  be  accelerated  with  electric  fans. 
A  patent  nitration,  aeration,  and  reheating  plant  will  be  capable  of 
.  dianging  the  water  in  the  bath  at  the  rate  of  12,000  gallons  per  hour. 


£ASLT  BISE  DT  BOBEHIAH  OIASS  PBICES. 

[CoaBHl  WalUkce  3.  Yeong,  Carlsbad,  Bebemia,  Anstrla,  Oct.  8.] 

Within  the  near  future  there  will  be  a  general  increase  in  the 
price  of  Bohemian  glass  products,  it  is  forecasted.  This  increase 
will  take  effect  probably  about  November  1.  In  the  higher  grade 
decorated  and  engraved  goods  the  increase  will  average  25  per  cent. 

This  is  due  to  the  greatly  increased  cost  of  the  raw  materials. 
It  is  also  expected  that  the  price  of  quartz  sand  will  advance,  since 
previously  the  Bohemian  glass  manufacturers  bought  either  Austrian 
or  German  sand  and  at  present  there  is  an  embargo  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  this  sand  from  Germany,  and  the  Austrian  sand  trade 
therefore  has  an  increased  demand,  with  a  market  free  from  foreign 
oanpetition. 

No  increase  in  wages  in  the  glass  trade  is  at  present  anticipated. 
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LAKE  CABEIERS  OBOEE  HEN  TO  NOTE  CHA170ES  IK  LAW. 

The  following  letter  from  the  vice  president  and  general  manager 
,  of  the  Anchor  Line  to  the  captains  of  the  conipftnv's  vessels  is  printed 
for  the  information  of  the  public.   The  Mutual  Transit  Co.  takes 

the  same  commendable  attitude: 

AscnoB  Link,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  October  S»,  niS. 

To  all  Captains: 

A  drcaUr  letter  sent  oat  by  the  Lake  Carriers'  Assodatlon  to  their  captains  covers  the 
point  BO  tally  In  regard  to  the  position  that  we  want  you  to  take  In  reference  to  the  aea- 
men'a  bill,  effcctlre  November  4,  1016,  that  we  Inclose  a  copy  tor  your  guidance.  We 
propose  to  carry  ont  the  provlsloDs  of  this  bill  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  and  wc  want 
you  to  study  each  section  of  the  bill  which  we  inclose.  Our  steamers  wlU  be  recerti fl- 
oated as  of  Noremlwr  4,  and  from  present  Indications  wo  will  have  to  canr  one  more 
oiler  and  three  additional  coal  passers  on  our  larger  type  of  boats,  and  possibly  three  on 
the  smaller  type,  although  wc  are  In  hopes  that  the  crew  will  only  be  Increased  by  two 
coal  passers  and  one  oiler  on  the  smaller  type.  The  above  applies  to  our  freight  boats. 
The  additional  crew  required  on  our  passenger  boats  has  not  yet  been  dedded  upon  by 
the  Injectors.  Y<Hir  attention  la  called  to  Bectlon  8  ot  the  aeamen'a  act  reading  as 
follows : 

"  The  seamen  shall  not  be  shipped  to  worir  alternately  In  the  flreroom  and  on  deck, 
nor  jA^^^thMe  shipped  for  deck  duty  be  allowed  to  work  In  the  flreroom  or  rice  versa ; 

llie  piirpoise  of  this  part  of  section  S  was  to  stop  the  practice  of  having  men  employed 
on  deck  to  work  in  the  coal  bunkers  or  flreroom,  and  to  be  called  tn»n  this  duty  to  work 
on  deck.  In  certificating  a  steamer  upon  which  It  is  necessary  to  have  men.  In  addition 
to  the  firemen,  for  the  porpoee  of  pasaing  coal  or  doing  other  necessary  flreroom  work, 
aucb  necessary  men  will  be  designated  on  the  certificate  as  coal  paBscrn,  and  Railors  of.  a 
Bufilctent  number  will  be  designated  for  deck  dnty.  This  means,  as  you  will  see,  that 
the  duties  of  the  men  designated  as  coal  passers  must  be  confined  entirely  to  the  flrc  hold 
and  en^neer's  department,  and  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  take  up  any  deck  serrice,  ex- 
cept in  cases  4^  peril  or  extraordinary  conditions  in  which  the  safety  of  your  ship  de- 
mands that  you  oUl  upon  your  entire  crew  to  save  ship,  crew,  or  cargo. 

On  the  otner  hand,  the  duUes  of  men  designated  as  sailors  on  the  certificate  of  Inspec- 
tion will  be  confined  to  deck  work,  and  they  will  not  bo  allowed  to  take  part  In  any  of 
the  engine  or  flreroom  departments. 

Post  yourself  in  regard  to  the  payment  ot  wages  to  your  Beamen.  Tb^  are  enUtled 
to  receive,  on  demand,  one-half  part  of  wages  then  earned  at  any  of  our  ports  of  call. 
You  can  always  arrange  to  get.  the  money  for  them  through  our  different  port  agents. 
Provided,  however,  such, a  demand  sh^Jl^iot  be  made -before  tbe  expiration  of  or  utener 
thab  orlce-Tn  five  Aayffc' -     ■  ■"    ■      •'  rvrrt^ 

From  this  you  must  know  that  I  want  you  to  do  your  very  best  to  comply  with  the 
law  BO  as  to  get  through  the  balance  of  this  season.  During  the  winter,  it  we  are  run- 
ning, we  can  then  call  our  captains  and  engineers  together  and  discuss  the  bill  more  In- 
tellfgeDtly,  after  wc  see  hoyr,  it  works  out  for  a.  month. 

I  want  Toor  attitude  toward  the  inspectors  to  be  that  of  trying  to  comply  to  the  beet 
of  your  ability.  If  you  do  this,  we  are  assured  that  there  wUl  bo  no  trouble  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  taw. 

I  want  to  call  your  attention,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  boats  now  In  opera- 
tion, to  the  necessity  on  your  part  of  tbe  xroatest  care  and  caution  In  navigating  your 
boat  night  and  day,  nod  absolutely  complying  with  the  rules  of  the  road,  and  be  more 
than  careful  In  fog.  There  Is  more  danger  now  of  collisions  than  ever  before.  Bad 
weather  Is  coming  on  and  I  want  you  to  realize  that  above  everything  else  we  are  Inter- 
ested In  the  safety  and  lives  of  our  men.  Second,  tbe  protection  of  our  own  property  Is 
only  possible  by  eternal  vigilance  on  your  part  and  the  part  of  your  officers  In  navigating 
your  ship.    I  appreciate  the  feeling  In  your  ralod  of  getting  around  lust  as  quickly  sk 

fou  can  on  account  of  tbe  high  gram  rates,  etc.,  ami  we  want  you  to  do  your  best  But 
want  you  to  realise  that  wc  want  you  to  err  on  the  Bide  ot  safety.  Keep  In  close  touch,  be- 
fore leaving  port,  with  the  weather  bureau  ;  Qnd  out  what  the  forecast  Is  going  to  be,  then 
use  your  own  good  Judgment.  When  conditions  are  favorable  nod  everything  Is  all  right, 
dear  sailing.  If  you  find  you  can  make  port  a  little  quicker  by  burning  a  little  more  coal, 
take  this  matter  up  with  your  engineer,  and  again  use  your  own  good  judgment.  If  by  so 
doing  good  results  will  be  accompllsbed.  We  want  to  always  give  our  westbound  and  east- 
bound  freight  good  dispatch,  but  we  won't  want  to  take  anv  chances  In  doing  so ;  tliat  Is, 
never  take  a  chance  to  make  time ;  that  Is  not  what  I  consider  careful,  safe  navi^tlon,  or 
proper  care  of  your  men  and  your  boat.  I  want  your  record  to  be  above  reproach,  and 
we  want  the  world  at  large  to  know  that  tbe  Anchor  Line  has  safe,  careful  navlratotv 
who  are  Impressed  with  the  fact  that  they  have  the  lives  and  safety  of  their  crews  always 
before  them  and  are  doing  everything  In  their  power  to  protect  the  Interests  entrusted  to 
tbem. 

Your  attention  Is  also  especially  called  to  that  part  of  the  law  reading  as  follows : 
"  While  such  vessel  is  in  a  safe  harbor  no  seaman  shall  be  required  to  do  any  unneces- 
sary work  on  Sundays  or  tbe  following-named  days :  New  Year's  Day,  Fourth  of  July, 
Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day,  and  Christmas  Day;  but  this  shall  not  prevent  tbe  dis- 
patch of  a  vessel  on  regular  schedule  or  when  ready  to  proceed  on  her  voyage.  And  at 
all  times  while  such  vessel  is  In  a  safe  harbor,  nine  nours.  Inclusive  of  the  anchor  watch, 
shall  constitute  a  day's  work.  Whenever  tbe  master  of  any  vessel  shall  fall  to  comply 
with  Uiis  section,  the  seamen  shall  be  entitled  to  discharge  from  such  vessel  and  to  re- 
ceive the  wages  earned."   Yours,  truly, 

J.  C.  Etass,  TU3«  PrcBiimt  and  Qeneral  Manoffer. 


British  Columbia  shingle  mills  are  experiencing  a  lively  demand 
from  the  United  States. 
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BI8XUCTI0V  07  mo-momcT  tbabf  nr  cbxsa. 

[C«a«iil  OeiMial  Bdvln  8.  CanMligbiM,  Hanlmr.  Bept  2T.] 

There  has  been  an  unusual  demand  in  the  Hankow  district  for  egg 
products,  I'esuUing  in  unusually  high  prices.  Egg-yolk  powder  solu- 
ble in  cold  water  is  the  highest  priced ;  its  supply  is  extremely  limited 
as  the  only  desiccated  egg  factory  with  equipment  for  manufactur- 
ing this  article  is  owned  by  a  German  firm  whose  facilities  'for  export 
shipments  are  practically  cut  oS. 

Dry  albumen,  which  is  extensively  exported,  is  manufactured  by 
all  ^^-product  factories.  Egg  albumen  has  advanced  rapidly  in 
price.  One  firm  informs  this  office  that  at  the  end  of  May  quotations 
were  made  for  delivery  in  Xew  York  at  42  cents  gold  per  pound;  at 
the  beginning  of  July  it  hnd  risen  to  44  cents  per  pound;  at  the  end 
of  August  it  had  risen  to  48  cents;  while  to-day  the  quotation  is  56 
cents  per  pound,  without  actual  business,  as  there  is  no  available 
stock  ready  for  delivery. 

There  has  been  an  unusual  demand  for  egg  products  in  the  United 
States  during  tlie  last  few  months,  and  the  local  market  has  been  so 
short  that  the  demand  could  not  be  filled.  One  American  firm  which 
usually  purchased  some  30,000  pounds  per  annum  is  practically  un- 
able to  procure  any  part  of  this  quantity  at  terms  on  which  the  busi- 
ness will  prove  profitable. 

There  may  be  a  number  of  causes  contributing  to  the  high  price  of 
albumen  throughout  the  world,  but  so  far  as  the  local  market  is  con- 
cemed  the  shortage  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  many 
plants  her&  aitd'at  bther  places  in  ^ina  are  owned  the  G^^mMU^ 
who,  finding  it  impossible  to  obtain  shipping  facilities  in  Japanese 
and  British  bottoms  (which  nationalities  control  the  entire  trans- 
oceanic shipping  from  the  Chinese  <toast),  hftvb  closed  dbw&,  .thus 
reducing  tJie  manufactured  output  so  materially  as  to  enhance  its 
price. 

FARCEI  SERVICE  FEOU  SHAVQSAI  TO  MABCHTJBIA. 

lExtract  from  Manchuria  DaUy  News  of  Oct.  8,  by  Consul  A.  A.  WllUaniBon,  Dalren, 
Japanese  Leased  Territorr.] 

On  the  through  railway  and  steamer  goods  service  of  the  South 
Manchuria  Railway  and  its  Dairen-Shanghai  steamer  route,  parcels 
have  hitherto  been  treated  as  ordinary  goods  to  no  small  incon- 
venience of  the  consignors  and  consignees.  The  railway  has  now 
opened  a  parcel  service  with  through  traffic  stations  at  Liaoyang, 
Mukden,  Tiehling,  Kaiyuan,  Ssupingkai,  Kungchuling,  Changchun, 
Yingkou,  Port  Arthur,  and  Antung.  The  through  parcel  business 
will  oe  transacted  also  at  the  Shanghai  branch  of  the  railway  wharf 
office  and  Seitou  (Tsingtau)  branch. 

The  parcels  for  transportation  by  the  new  service  must  be  less 
than  4  cubic  feet  or  150  kin  in  weight  per  package.  Among  special 
parcel  goods  may  be  included  newspapers,  magazine,  etc.,  and 
treasures  (valuables). 

As  in  the  case  of  ordinary  through  goods,  the  customs  pi*ocedures 
at  Dairen  may  be  undertaken  by  the  station  master,  Dairen,  at  the 
request  of  the  owners  on  presentation  of  a  written  request  authoriz- 
ing him  to  act  on  tiieir  behalf  in  the  matter. 
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USE  OF  GAUFOBKIA  WIHES  IN  TRANCE  DISCTTSSED. 

[Conanl  Clarence  Carrigan,  Naates,  France,  Oct  8.] 

The  quantity  of  wine  produced  in  the  western  Provinces  of  France 
this  year  will  be  exceedingly  small.  It  is  reported  that  the  vintage 
is  only  one-tenth  of  what  was  expected.  In  fact,  since  1854  no  season 
has  been  as  poor  as  this  one  in  the  quantity  of  wine  produced,  al- 
though ttie  quality  is  probably  ^ood.  The  failure  is  due  principally 
to  mildew,  which  attacked  the  vines  at  the  blossoming  time,  as  a  re- 
sult of  excessive  rains  and  fog.  It  is  currently  said  that  the  vines 
have  suffered  so  from  mildew  that  the  vintage  for  1916  will  probably 
be  affected. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  vines  of  American  origin,  known  as 
"Noah,"  were  the  only  plants  not  damaged  mildew.  Probably 
half  tiie  wine  growers  of  this  region  are  supplied  witli  these  vines. 
American  plants  should  now  be  in  large  demand.  This  year  the 
"Noah"  vines  have  yielded  30  barriques  (barrique=238  quarts)  to 
the  hectare  (2i  acres).  The  wine  is  white,  ordinary,  and  of  strong 
quality.  It  is  kept  for  one  year  before  use  or  it  is  mixed  with  other 
wines.  In  ordinary  seasons  it  sells  for  15  to  18  francs  ($2.90  to  $3.47) 
per  barrique.  This  year  the  price  for  the  same  quantity  is  100  francs 
($19.30). 

&«auurka1)le  Apple  Crop— Cider  Irieef  to  b«  low. 

In  contrast  to  the  poor  vintage  is  the  remarkable  apple  crop  of 
this  section,  which  will  hold  the  price  of  cider  at  a  low  figure,  though 
the  demand  will  be  very  large,  ^ider  is  used  here  in  large  quantities 
•thi^Ughbut  the  "wiut^.  ■  The  Dfeparlrtents  of  Morbihan,  Cotes-du- 
Nord,  and  Loire-Inferieure  have  had  record  apple  crops  this  year. 
Cider  is  sold  as  low  as  10  francs  per  hectoliter  ($1.93  per  26  gallons) 
at  the  point  of  depirture. 

The  Department  of  Vendee  produces  annually  some  7,925,114 
gallons  of  ordinary  white  wine.   The  red  wines  are  insignificant. 

Practically  no  wine  is  produced  in  the  Departments  of  Finisterc 
and  Cotes-du-Nord.  The  cider  industry  is  important. 

Fifty  thousand  hectares  of  ground  (123,552  acres)  are  planted  in 
vineyards  in  the  Department  of  Indre-et-Loire.  There  is  an  annual 
production  of  over  42,000,000  gallons  of  wine,  of  which  some  1,320,- 
000  gallons  are  of  fine  quality. 

There  are  30,000  hectares  (74,131  acres)  of  ground  planted  in  the 
Department  of  Loire-Inferieure,  nine-tenths  of  which  are  given  to 
white  wines.  The  usual  annual  production  is  about  800,000  hectoliters 
(21,133,637  gallons). 

In  the  Department  of  Morbihan  a  comparatively  small  area  is 
planted  to  vmeyards.  There  is  a  white  wine  of  mediocre  quality 
and  the  red  wines  are  insignificant.  The  annual  production  is  about 
50,000  hectoliters  (1,320,852  gallons). 

In  the  Maine-et-Loire  Department  both  red  and  white  wines  of 
good  quality  are  produced,  though  the  white  wines  are  especially 
known.  The  mean  annual  production  amounts  to  1,500,000  hectoliters 
(39,625,570  gallons).  Notable  are  the  Saumur  wines,  which  are  well 
known  in  America,  and  alscTthe  "  Coulee  de  Seran.'* 
Traetieallr  Ho  Wines  to  be  Shipped  otit  of  Dlittict. 

In  ordinary  years  the  Muscadets  of  this  region  are  largely  con- 
sumed in  Brittany.  The   Folle  Blanche  "  commands  a  large  market 
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in  Paris.  The  winea  of  Anjou  are  exported  to  a  certain  extent  to 
England,  while  the  sparkling  wines  of  Saumur  are  principally  given 
to  the  American  trade.  It  is  expected  that  practically  no  wines  will 
be  shipped  out  of  tlie  district  this  year,  as  the  yield  is  hardly  enough 
to  satisry  the  local  demand. 

Large  quantities  of  wine,  red  and  white,  are  imported  into  this 
part  of  France  from  Algeria,  even  in  ordinary  j'ears.  This  year  the 
importation  is  enormous,  and  the  selling  prices  are  more  than  double 
what  they  were  in  190G.  Importations  from  Algeria  have  steadily 
increased  during  the  past  30  ^ears. 

The  possibility  of  introducmg  American  wines  in  this  market  is  of 
special  interest.  California  wines  are  practically  unknown  here,  as 
the  local  production  is  usually  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  demand,  and 
the  prices  of  the  American  wines  have  been  considered  prohibitive. 
This  year,  however,  in  view  of  the  present  vintage,  these  wines  might 
command  a  sale.  Qualities  similar  to  the  French  wines  would  be 
desired.  It  would  be  difficult  to  judge  from  this  side  whether  prices 
couJd  be  made  interesting  to  the  trade  of  this  district. 
Prloei  How  anoted  in  France  for  Wimti. 

Saumur  wines  sold  in  1914  for  1,000  francs  per  metric  ton  ($193 
per  238  gallons).  The  present  price  is  30  per  cent  above  this  figure. 
Muscadet,  the  price  of  wliich  formerly  ranged  from  270  to  280  francs 
($52.11  to  $54.04)  sold  in  1914  for  500  francs  ($96.50)  per  metric  ton. 
The  present  price  is  50  per  cent  higher  than  this  last  figure.  The 
white  wine  known  as  the  "  FoUe  Blanche  "  sold  in  1914  as  low  as  100 
francs  ($19!^d},: per  meta'ip-4ion.-.,The.  preseijitiPi^Oft  4QQ-.jrane8 
($77.20). 

The  Bourgueils,  Chinon,  and  Azay-Ie-Rideau  are  red  wines.  The 
Bourgueils,  a  light,  highly  flavored  wine,  ordinarily  sells  at  from  300 
to  500  francs  ($57.90  to  $96.50)  per  metric  ton  (238  gallons).  The 
Chinon  is  a  stronger  wine,  which  sells  at  a  slightly  lower  figure,  while 
the  Ajsay-le-Bideau  is  a  wine  of  small  importance,  with  a  flavor  of 
raspberry.  Among  white  wines  are  the  Vouvray— a  sweet  wine, 
highly  flavored,  selling  all  the  way  from  300  to  1,000  francs  ($57.90 
to  $193)  per  meti'ic  ton — and  the  Coteaux  de  St.  Cyr  and  Montlouis 
wines  of  inferior  quality.  The  wines  mentioned  are  weU  known 
throughout  France,  especially  at  Paris,  where  the  Vouvray  and  Bour- 
gueils are  very  popular. 


During  the  quarter  ended  September  30  the  American  consulate  at 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  business  connec- 
tions for  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  with  jobbers  and 
agents  in  that  city  handling  asbestos  specialties,  motor  plows,  cotton 
twine,  adding  and  calculating  machines,  and  metal  novelties. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreipi  and  Domeatio  Conuneroe. 

New  York,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  Castomhovsc ;  Boston,  elghteentli  floor  TTnlted 
Itates  CnitiHBhonM;  GUoag«,  S04  Tederal  Building;  St  Lonls.  40S  Third  Hatloiul 
Buk  BDildiBg;  Atlanta,  Ml  Pott  Oftce  Bnlldlnff;  New  Orleans.  lOM  HtbernU 
Bank  Bitildiar;  San  Itanolseo,  806  ITnlted  States  Cnitomhonn;  Seattle,  MS  Alaska 
Bntlding.  Cooperative  branch  offloes:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerca;  Oinoln- 
natl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Xos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  0«BH«Mi  PUladolphiai  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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[Wbere  addrenei  are  omitted  tbey  may  bo  obtnlncd  from  tbe  Bnreaw  or  Its  braneh 

offlces.] 

Kitchen  ranffet.  No.  19172. — An  American  consular  officer  In  China  reports  that 
a  real  estate  company  desires  Illustrated  catal<^es,  prices,  tenna,  etc,  on 
American  kitchen  ranges  with  hot-water  attaclmients. 

Sewing  macJtinet,  mpar  maehinety,  etc..  No.  10173. — A  report  from  an  American 
consular  officer  in  Venexnela  states  that  a  man  desires  to  be  placed  in  com- 
muni(>fttIon  with  manufacturers  of  sewing  machines,  sugar  machinery, 
portaMe  ty[>ewriters  to  retail  at  ^0,  and  small  marine  engines,  with  a  view 
to  acting  as  sole  agent  Correspondence  may  be  In  Spanish  or  EUigllsli. 

Worsted  yam.  No.  19174.— A  Norw^Ian  manufiicturer  of  cloth  and  quilts  de- 
sires to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  of  worsted  yarn.  Bef- 
erences  furnished.  Correspondence  may  be'  in  En^^tsh. 

Wearing  apparel  and  textilc».  No.  19175. — ^A  firm  In  the  Netha*1ands  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  represent  manufacturers  of 
hosiery,  underwear,  corsets,  blouses,  woolen  doth,  and  flannels.  Ref»- 
ences  fiirnlshed.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Cut  glata,  Na  19176. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  tlie  Far 
East  states  that  there  Is  a  demand  for  catalogues,  prices,  etc,  for  cnt  glass 
of  a  madtum-prlced  quality,  such  as  bonbon  and  similar  dishes.  Quota- 
tions c.  t  f .  Hoi^ong  only. 

Machinery,  No.  19177. — A  commordal  attach^  of  Uie  De^tartment  of  Gonim«rce 
reports  that  a  r^resentatlve  of  extenslTO  plantations  in  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  is  in  the  market  for  machinery  tar  roasting  coffee,  drying  tea,  and 
preparing  crude  rubber  for  the  market. 

Telephone  wire,  No.  19178. — A  tel^Uone  company  In  Norway  wishes  to  buy 
3.000  kgs.  (6,613.86  pounds)  of  «lllcluni  bronze  wipe ;  the  diameter  of  the 
wire  should  be  1.3  nim.  (COSllSfl  Inbh),  with  40  per  cent  minimum  con- 
ductivity and  70  kgs.  (154.3234  pounds)  minimum  breaking  strain  per 
square  mm.  (0.03937  inch),  the  wire  being  according  to  British  post  ofllce 
Bpeclflcatlons.  Correspondence  loi  ]^liah.  Definite  tenns  are  wanted. 

Machinery,  No.  19179. — Supplementing  Confidential  Circular  No.  752  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  in  South  Africa  reports  that  he  has  not  had  satisfactory 
responses  to  his  request  for  catalogues  for  machinery  for  making  straw 
envelopes  for  bottles.  Interested  American  firms  should  give  prompt  atten- 
tion to  this  opi)ortunity. 

Automobile  magazinet  and  gaaoHne,  No.  19180. — A  firm  in  Norway  has  informed 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  sample  copies  of 
magazines  publishing  articles  on  electric  automobiles  and  gasoline  with  a 
view  to  subscribing  for  such  magazines. 

Railicay  equipment,  etc..  No.  19181.— A  commercial  attach^  of  the  Dqurtment 
of  Commerce  reports  that  a  banker  in  the  Netherlands,  having  si>eclal 
facilities  for  trading  with  tlie  Colonies,  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  railway  equipment,  agricultural  Implements,  builders* 
tools,  tools  for  making  shoes,  office  furniture,  and  file  cases. 

Oraphite  and  leaded  tin,  No.  10182. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  Norway  states  that  a  Arm  In  that  country  desires  quotations  on 
several  thousand  tona  of  graphite  and  sevottl  hundred  tons  of  American 
leaded  tin. 

Bponget,  No.  19183.— It  Is  stated  that  there  is  a  possible  market  for  sponges  In 
China,  and  interested  exporters  may  obtain  names  of  drug^ts  and  dinnists 
from  the  Bureau  or  its  brancli  offices. 

SoHery,  gloves,  etc..  No.  19184.— A  r^rt  from  an  Amra-lcan  cmsular  officer 
states  that  a  firm  In  the  Netherlands  wishes  to  represent  manufacturers 
of  hosiery,  gloves,  underwear,  cotton  dress  goods,  etc.,  on  a  oommlssion 
basis. 

WASRiNOTON :  ooTBBNusxr  mifiiHa  omcs :  im 


Digitized  by  Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAn,Y  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS  \/ 
ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE  HH 
For  wde  bj  the  SupcrioteuJeiit  of  DocumenU,  WiiluiictoD,D.C.,at$2.S0  per  year 


No.  264  Washington,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  November  10  1915 

CONTENTS. 

Page.' 

Amendment  toezemptioa  of  wheat  cargoes...  677     Construction  worV  abroad  £32 

Tostudy  American  agriculture  and  commetcs.  577     Swanwi  coil  trade  for  Septemb3r   6S5 

Additions  to  Netbeilands  embargo  list   677     New  PjoiBc  servloj  to  start  next  month  683 

Aids  (0  naTlgnlion  on  the  Great  Lakes  ATS     Publte  roid  Improvement  in  Can^tdi   5St 

Umlted  purchasing  in  Paraguay                   679     Fropos.^  (or  Qovemment  supplies  and  con- 
Imports  and  exports  of  copper  680       structloa  600 

New  moratorium  decree  in  Russia   680     American  gjln  In  Japanese  t'Ak  sblpmenu  fM 

Tndo  during  flnt  week  in  November.  6Sl     Wall  {Kuer.  la  Chile  S81 

Tends  adsHltKl  to  Amerletn  registry  681    ForefgB-tnda  opportunltiM  sn 


AUSKBHENT  TO  EXEUPTION  OF  WHEAT  CABOOES. 

[Cabl^mn  from  Amerlcao  consulate  general,  Xiondon.] 

In  a  further  statement  regarding  the  freedom  from  requisition  of 
vessels  with  wheat,  action  on  which  was  mentioned  in  a  previous 
cable,  the  British  Government  Board  of  Trade  gives  an  amendment 
to  the  exemption,  which  now  applies  only  to  those  vessels  shown  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Admiralty  to  have  been  "  fixed  "  before  noon, 
November  fifth. 

ITlie  word  "  flsed  "  in  this?  cablegram  refers  to  the  contract  or  clinrter  of  such 
vessels  ns  would  be  considered  exempt  from  requisition  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. This  nmendment,  when  Incorporated  with  the  statement  from  London, 
pnbll»bed  In  Comugbce  Reposts  November  0,  provides  that  vessels,  for  whicli 
the  contract  or  charter  was  signed  before  noon  of  November  5,  and'which  load 
by  December  15,  with  wheat  from  an  Aniericim  .\tlantlc  port,  shall  be  exempt 
from  requisition  on  arrival  in  a  United  Kinpdoni  port,  and  froe  to  start  anotlmr 
voyage,  not  necessarily  North  Atlantic,  after  the  cargo  Is  discharged.] 


TO  STirSY  AHEBICAN  AGBICULTTTBE  AKS  COMHEBCE. 

The  Government  of  Colombia  has  appointed  two  special  official 
agents  to  study  agricultural  and  commercial  institutions  in  the 
XJnited  States.  The  selection  of  Senores  Don  Antonio  Borda  C.  and 
Don  Juan  A.  Montoya  B.  for  this  official  visit  has  been  announced 
by  the  Minister  of  Colombia  in  this  country,  who  states  that  his 
Government  desires  to  strengthen  all  possible  ties  with  the  United 
States. 


ADDITIONS  TO  NETHEBLANDS  EUBABOO  LIST. 

[Telegram  from  American  consul  geiieral,  Rotterdam,  Kot.  S,  1915.] 

The  following  products  have  been  added  to  the  Netherlands  em- 
bargo list :  Tinplate  waste ;  vegetables,  dried  and  preserved ;  iron  and 
steel  rods;  tool  steel;  cottonseed,  coconut,  sesame,  soya,  and  peanut 
oils;  cocoa  butter  and  all  edible  fats,  except  margarine  for  use  as 
butter  substitute;  coins  of  nickel  and  copper;  beehives;  flax;  egg 
albumen  and  yolks,  liquid  or  powdered,  and  products  thereof ;  beech- 
nuts; limeed  oil. 
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AIDS  TO  NATIOATION  OH  THE  OBEAT  LAKES. 

Notices  regarding  the  winter  discontinuance  of  aids  to  navigation 
on  the  Great  Lakes  have  been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses. 
These  directions  governing  such  aids  in  the  eleventh  district  sent 
out  from  the  inspector's  office  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  show  that,  in  several 
instances,  the  closing  of  certain  li^lit  stations  will  be  followed  by 
the  use  of  lights  to  be  shown  for  periods  of  14  to  17  days. 

The  Lighthouse  Service  has  already  received  from  Mr.  William 
Livingstone,  president  of  the  Lake  Carriers'  Association,  a  letter  re- 
questing the  continuance  of  aids  to  navigation  in  the  district  to  as 
late  a  date  as  possible  consistent  with  safety  to  life  and  property. 
This  letter,  in  stating  the  special  conditions  existing  this  year,  pre- 
sented these  facts  and  acccmpanying  requests: 

Owing  to  the  unprecedented  demand  which  has  suddenly  sprung  up  within 
the  last  30  or  40  days  for  grain  tonnage,  and  the  rapid  Increase  in  rates — at 
present  the  highest  that  have  been  paid  for  over  10  years~nU  the  available 
touDaRB  on  the  Lakes  has  been  put  in  conimlNRlon.  ToiinaEe  Ims  been  put  In 
commission  the  last  60  days  that  has  not  been  in  commission  for  two  years 
or  over  owing  to  the  depressetl  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Great  Laites.  Freights 
are  now  the  highest  on  record,  with  not  tonnage  enough  to  go  around. 

On  account  of  this  sudden  revival  and  the  high  ratps  prevailing  the  result 
-will  unquestionably  be  that  this  fall  owners  will  be  desirous  of  running  as  late 
in  the  season  as  they  possibly  can.  This  will  naturally  cause  urgent  requests 
for  maintaining  aids  to  navigation  that  do  not  jeopardize  life  In  any  way  as 
late  as  weather  amditions  will  possibly  permit. 

Isolated  lighthouses,  where  conditions  might  suddenly  arise  that  there  might 
be  danger  in  getting  the  keepers  olT,  of  course,  could  not  be  considered,  as  their 
safety  would  have  to  be  and  should  be  tlie  first  consideration.  But,  outside  of 
such  cases,  requests  and  demands  for  continuance  of  aids  are  sure  to  be  very 
urgent. 

I  therefore  thought  I  would  suggest  the  ndvlsability  of  taking  the  matter  up 
with  the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  and  see  if  some  arrangement  can  not  be  made 
to  continue  olds  to  navigation  as  late  as  is  consistently  possible,  so  that  what- 
ever arrangements  might  be  neces.-^ary  could  be  made  in  advance. 

It  Js  of  the  utmost  Importance  that  as  much  of  the  enormous  crops  of  the 
Northwest  should  be  moved  by  the  close  of  navigation  as  Is  possible,  as  it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  rail  lines  to  meet  al!  the  demands  made  upon  tliero  for  some 
time  to  come.  And  the  Importance  of  this  to  our  farmers  throughout  the  North- 
M-est  and  the  business  interests  of  tlie  whole  country  at  lar^,  which  are 
coincident,  would  be  dlflicult  to  estimate. 

In  forwarding  the  data  for  notices  to  mariners  from  the  Detroit 
office,  the  inspector  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  somewhat  similar 
notices  have  been  issued  by  the  Canadian  Government.  Tlie  various 
points  at  which  the  winter  changes  are  made  by  the  United  States 
Lighthouse  Service  are  as  follows: 

Michigan,  fntliann,  Illinois,  and  Wuicomin — Straits  of  Mackinac,  Lake  Michi- 
gan, and  Green  liny. — Tiie  lights  and  fog  signals  at  the  following-uamed  sta- 
tions will  be  discontinued  for  the  winter,  at  sunrise,  December  10-20,  19ir>: 
St.  Helena  Light  Station,  December  10;  Wlilte  Slioal  Light  Station,  December 
10;  He  Aux  Gaiets  Liglit  Station,  December  10;  Beaver  Lsiand  Light  Station, 
December  20;  South  Fox  Island  Ligljt  Station,  December  10;  I'ottawatomle 
IJght  Station,  l)eceml>er  20;  St.  Martin  Island  Light  Station,  December  10; 
Squnw  Island  Light  Station,  December  10. 

All  coast  lights  and  fog  signals  on  en.st  side  of  Lake  Michigan  north  of  North 
Alnnitou  Island,  and  all  coast  lights  and  fog  signals  on  west  side  of  Lake 
Michigan  and  GnM>n  Rny  north  of  Cana  Island,  will  be  discontinued  for  the 
winter  at  the  close  of  navigation,  except  Pilot  Island  Light  Station,  Plum  Island 
Range  Light  Station,  Poverty  Island  Light  Stotlon,  and  Seul  Ghoix  Polnte 
Light  Station. 
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All  of  the  Sturgeon  Bay  lights,  Sherwood  Point  Light  Station,  Green  Island 
Light  Station,  Chambers  Island  Light  Station,  and  Menomloee  Pierhead  Liglit 
Station  will  be  closed  on  the  last  trip  of  the  car  ferry. 

Green  Bap  Harbor  Entrance,  Sturgeon  Bay,  and  Oconto  Sarbor. — The  ^ron 
buoys,  including  gas  buoys,  will  be  removed  for  the  winter  between  November 
20  and  25,  1915,  and  their  stations  marked  by  wooden  spars  similarly  colored 
and  numbered. 

Lake  ilichiffan,  northicest  end,  and  (Ireen  Bay. — The  iron  buoys,  except 
gas  buoys,  will  be  removed  between  November  20  and  25, 1915,  and  their  stations 
marked  by  wooden  siwrs  similarly  colored  and  numbered.  The  gas  buoys  will 
be  removed  between  November  25  and  December  5,  1915,  and  their  stations 
marked  by  wooden  spars  similarly  colored  and  autnbered. 

Lake  Michigan,  northeatt  end,  and  Siraitt  of  Mackinac — ^The  iron  buoys, 
except  gas  buoys,  will  be  removed  between  November  20  and  25,  1915,  and 
their  stations  marked  by  wooden  spars  similarly  colored  and  numbered.  The 
gas  buoys  will  be  removed  between  November  25  and  Decwnber  5,  1915,  and 
their  stations  marked  by  wooden  spars  similarly  colored  and  numl>ered. 

Lake  Michigan,  south  md. — The  iron  buoys.  Including  gas  buoys,  will  be 
removed  about  December  12,  1915,  and  their  etatious  marked  by  wooden  spars 
similarly  colored  and  numbered. 

Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota — Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior  and 
connectlug  wateta. — Aids  to  navlgatlcm  to  be  discontinued  for  the  winter  season, 
1915: 

Detroit  River. — All  gns  buoys  In  East  and  West  Bar  Point  Channels,  except- 
ing East  Channel  Gas  liuoys,  2,  and  Bar  Point  West  Channel  Gas  Buoy.  1,  and 
Llvln^one  Channel  Gas  Buoys,  8A,  13A,  12A,  and  17A  to  be  withdrawn  about 
December  5. 

Detroit  River,  Lake  St.  Clair,  and  St.  Clair  River. — All  gas  buoys  In  these 
waters,  with  the  exertion  of  those  noted  above,  to  be  withdrawn  about 
December  10. 

Lake  Huron. — Poe  Reef  and  Martins  Reef  Light  Vessels  will  be  withdrawn 
from  their  stations  and  Siiectacle  Reef  Light  Station  will  be  discontinued  about 
December  5.  Lake  Huron  and  Bar  Point  Light  Vessels  will  be  withdrawn  about 
December  1.  All  gas  buoys  in  Lake  Huron,  Saginaw  Bay,  and  Straits  of  Mack- 
inac will  be  withdrawn  between  November  12  and  25. 

St.  Marys  River. — All  gas  buoys  will  be  withdrawn  after  November  28.  The 
more  Important  buoys  will  be  retained  until  the  latest  practicable  dote. 

iMkc  Superior. — All  gas  buoys  will  be  withdrawn  about  December  1.  Granite 
Island,  Stannard  Rock,  and  Manltou  Light  Stations  to  be  closed  about  Decem- 
ber 3.  Passage  Island  and  Rock  of  Ages  Light  Stations  to  be  closed  about 
December  32.  Outer  Island  Light  Station  to  \ye  closed  about  December  14.  All 
other  Apostle  Island  Light  Stations  will  be  closed  about  between  December  5 
and  10.  The  dates  given  above  will  be  adhered  to  as  closely  as  is  consistent  with 
existing  conditions  at  the  time.  The  lights  at  leading  shore  stations  will  be 
In  commission  until  nil  through  navigation  has  ceaseil. 

Michigan — Lake  Michigan,  north  aide— Sqimw  Island  Light  Station— Tem- 
porary llglit. — Upon  closing  the  station  for  winter,  Detembei"  10,  1915,  a  flashing 
red  light  of  70  candlepower  will  be  shown  from  iietlestal  on  deck  of  lantern  for 
a  period  of  about  14  days.  Light  will  show  a  flash  every  2.5  seconds,  flash  1.1 
seconds  duration.  Dark  sector  of  93°,  covcriug  Island  and  sboais,  from  290° 
to  29'. 

Michigan — Lake  Michigan—Straits  of  Mackinac — Aux  Galets  Light  Station — 
Temporary  Itglit.— Upon  closing  the  station  for  winter,  E)ecember  10,  1915,  a 
fixed  white  light  of  220  candlepower  will  be  shown  from  lens  in  tower  for  a 
period  of  about  15  days. 

Michigan — Lake  Michigan — Straits  of  Mackinac — White  Shoal  Light  Station- 
Temporary  light. — Upon  closing  the  station  for  the  winter,  December  10,  1915. 
a  flashing  white  light  of  about  100  candleiwwer  will  t>e  shown  from  top  of 
lantern  dome  for  a  period  of  about  17  days.  Light  will  show  a  flush  every  3 
seconds,  flash  0.3  second  duration. 


Limited  Purchasing  in  Paraguay. 

Consul  S.  H.  Wiley  reports  from  Asuncion  under  date  of  October 
4  that  the  commercial  inactivity  and  scarcity  of  gold  currency  at 
present  in  Paraguay  limits  trade  to  the  bare  necessities. 
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The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
Kew  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan,  during  the 
week  ended  October  30,  1915,  follow: 


IMPORTS. 


Coon  trios. 

Ore,  matte,  andr^- 
iilus  (copper  con- 
teoto). 

PlB,  Ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 

Paandi. 
644,729 
11,758 
49,178 

S68.I07 

1,769 
7,688 

1,733,913 

t273,<BS 

718,351 
S, 814,089 
231,916 

M,lSt 

668,  oas 

45,43» 

118,7^ 

19,133 

824,444 

8B,89B 

8,498,268 

1,074,788 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Countries. 


Franoe  

Italy  

Nctliprlands  

Norway  

Russ:a  In  Europe 

Sweden  

England  

Canada  

rarama  

Mrxico  

Cubo  , 

BroeU  


Figs,  Inftots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 


PowndM. 
5,551,235 
1,121,3.9 
111,448 
514,345 
2,240, 457 
l,99ti,r.44 
1,301.411 
60, 7M 
255 
£60 
0,096 
23,703 


1860,449 

203.413 
lOpTiO 
87,SM) 
403. 2S0 
3l',2, 444 
233,  }09 
12,451 

:o 

142 
1,764 
4,753 


Coontrles. 


Chfle  

Peru  

UniRuay  

Vcneiuela  

Chosen  

BrilLsh  Ea.tt  Indies 

Russia  in  Asia  

Auslralla  

Philippine  Islands. 

Total  


FtRB,  fnimtx,  ban, 
plates,  and  old,  etc 


Pound*. 

27,328 
1,329 
3,4.'>3 
2,313 
301 
4,000 
672,356 
360 
8,379 


15,643 

280 
664 
535 
63 
S7S 
134,471 
85 
1,66S 


18,657,586 


3,835,543 


NEW  UOBATOBIXrU  DECBEE  IN  BTJSSIA. 

[Consul  North  WinKhlp,  Petrograd,  Sept  29.] 

By  an  Imperial  decree  of  September  20,  1915,  all  promissory 
notes  executed  in  Kussia  before  July  23,  1915,  on  which  payment  is 
due  within  the  following  Governments  and  districts,  can  not  be 
protested  or  sued  upon  for  six  months  from  the  date  on  which  the 
note  falls  due:  Governments  of  Vilna,  Grodno,  Kotoo,  Courland, 
and  Livonia — all  in  the  consular  district  of  Kiga;  the  Government 
of  Minsk  and  the  districts  of  Vladimir- Volinsk,  Dubno,  Kovel, 
Kremenetz,  Lutzk,  Ostroga,  RoiTio,  and  Staro-Konstantinof  of  the 
Volinsk  Government;  the  districts  of  Kamenetz-Podolsk  and  Pros- 
kurov  of  the  Podolsk  Government — all  in  the  consular  district  of 
Warsaw. 

The  same  decree  empowers  the  Minister  of  Finance,  at  his  discre- 
tion, to  extend  the  effect  of  the  decree  to  other  Governments  and 
districts  in  the  Empire,  and  to  increase  the  length  of  time  for  which 
the  decree  is  active. 

Consul  E.  A<  Wakefield  reports  that  American  transformers  have 
been  installed  in  the  new  addition  to  the  municipal  electric-light  plant 
at  Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa. 
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The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
Noyember  6,  1915,  at  the  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States,  handling  91  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  exports,  based  on 
transactions  in  the  month  of  August,  1915,  are  as  follow: 


Imports. 


DuUca 
e(dlcct«d. 


Bxpnta. 


Oeorgla  (BavMnwh)... 
lUasachinetts  (B(»too) 

M«w  York  

Philad«lpbla  

Maryland  (BaUlnuKc). 

Vl^ia  (Norfolk)  

NcwOriMOs  

Oslveslon  

Ban  Francisco  

WuhlngtoQ  (SeatUe).. 

Buffido  

CblcosD  

lUcblgSD  (Detroit) ..... 

ToW  


fii,seo 

2, 184, 033 
21,117,M<3 
689.223 
264,493 
90,061 
S11.07S 
25,010 
2,246,753 
642.153 
1,104.717 
«4,311 
692.639 


S7 

194,430 
3,41^,367 

10.t,US 
10,936 
32,4S3 
26,269 
806 

120.870 
19.333 
41.676 

112,6(13 
38,109 


1,361,324 
43,249,223 
2,534, 161 
1,601,800 
608,023 
3,107.4t» 
4.233,849 
I,431,9SS 
1,781, 1« 
1,«)8.9U 
6,243 
3.367,163 


30.373,913 


4,240,694 


U,  286,  TBS 


The  amount  of  cotton  ex 
6,  1915,  at  the  12  princip 
follows: 


irted  during  the  week  ending  November 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States 


Dbtrieta. 

Uales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

3,327 
24S 

1,177 
19,  OM 

«,0R» 
500 

7,450 

49,208 
21,279 
847 
3,806 

Nev  York  

Honh  Carcrilna  

SouUi  CaroUna  

iu,«a 

VESSELS  ADUXTTEB  TO  AMEBIGAN  REOISTKY. 

During  the  week  ended  November  6,  1915,  there  was  admitted  to 
American  registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  by  the  Bureau 
of  Navigation,  one  vessel,  the  steamer  Edna,  1,783  gross  tons,  for- 
nierly  the  Mexican  steamer  Mazatlan,  now  owned  by  Sudden  &  Chris- 
tenson  (Inc.),  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.  The  total  admitted  for  the 
period  from  July  1  to  November  G,  1915,  was  20  vessels  of  50,805 
gross  tons. 

Under  the  Repaired-Wreck  Act  of  February  24,  1915,  the  follow- 
ing vessels  have  been  admitted  to  American  registry:  Steamer 
Moldegaard,  of  2,852  gross  tons,  owned  by  the  Bull-Insular  Steam- 
ship Co.,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  formerly  the  British  steamer  Molde- 
gmrd;  steamer  Elizabeth  Weems^  of  1,186  gross  tons,  owned  by  the 
Baltimore  &  Carolina  Steamship  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  formerly 
the  Norwegian  steamer  Anita;  and  the  schooner-barge  Coastwise, 
1,432  gross  ton3,  owned  by  (ieorge  R.  Dilkes,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
formerly  the  Italian  bark  Rosalia  D^Ali. 


Aluminum  foil,  formerly  imported,  is  now  produced  in  New  Jer- 
sey. It  partly  replaces  tin  foil  for  wrapping  chocolate,  tobacco, 
and  tea. 
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G0H8TBVGTI0V.  WOBE  ABROAD, 

CHILE. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keenit,  Valparaiso,  Oct.  6.] 
Telephone  CominBy  to  Flaoe  Uaes  Vndergronnd. 

The  Chile  Telephone  Co.  is  to  begin  work  within  a  few  months  on 
changing  its  system  of  wires  in  Valparaiso  from  an  overhead  to  an 
underground  system.  At  present  all  of  the  telephone  wires  in  Val- 
paraiso are  overhead  wires.  In  laying  the  wires  underground  care 
will  be  taken  to  follow  the  lines  of  streets  not  paved  with  asphalt. 
The  general  manager  for  Chile  of  the  Chile  Telephone  Co.  is  Mr. 
William  Johnston,  Calle  San,  Martin  50,  Santiago.  The  local  man- 
ager is  Seiior  Ernesto  Varas,  Avenida  del  Brazil  54,  Valparaiso. 
The  head  offices  of  the  company  are  at  42  Old  Broad  Street,  London, 
E.  C. 

Ballway  Badgct  of  1915. 

The  administrative  council  of  the  Chilean  State  Railways  have 
advised  the  Minister  of  Finance  that  the  difference  between  the  total 
actual  and  necessaiy  expenses  of  the  roads,  and  the  allowance  made 
them  under  the  budget  for  1915,  will  be  only  about  $690,000  United 
States  currency.  This  amount  must  be  made  to  cover  all  extraordi- 
nary and  unforeseen  expenses  incurred  by  the  State  Railways  dur- 
ing the  year. 

The  income  of  the  State  Railways  for  the  current  year  is  estimated 
at  about  $14,000,000  United  States  currency. 

CHIKA. 

[Consul  John  F.  Jewell,  Cbefoo,  Sept.  29.] 
The  Proposed  Olief  oo-Welhslen  Ballway. 

In  spite  of  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  in  regard  to  the 
proposed  Chefoo-Weihsien  Railway,  it  now  may  be  truthfully  stated 
that  there  is  no  prospect  that  its  construction  will  be  undertaken  in 
the  immediate  future.  Financial  and  political  conditions  in  China 
at  present  indicate  that  the  much  discussed  railway  has  been  in- 
definitely deferred. 

[Consul  Jobn  F.  Jewell,  Sept  80.] 

Ohefoo  BreakirateT  and  Harbor  Improrement. 

After  many  years  of  discussion  and  many  unnecessary  delays 
work  is  now  in  progress  on  the  Chefoo  breakwater.  The  Chefoo 
Harbor  Improvement  Commission  awarded  the  contract  to  the  only 
serious  tenderer,  the  Netherlands  Harbor  Works  Co.,  of  Amsterdam 
and  Shanghai. 

The  work  is  to  be  completed  within  four  years,  or  by  July,  1919, 
at  a  contract  price  of  2,677.000  haikwan  taels  (gold,  $1,038,324),  and 
will  make  the  harbor  of  Chefoo  rank  among  the  10  largest  harbors 
of  its  kind  in  the  world. 

The  eastern  breakwater  will  shelter  ships  from  the  prevailing 
northeast  waves,  which  have  heretofore  made  it  impossible  to  work 
cargo  on  an  average  of  33  days  every  year.  There  is  to  be  a  western, 
mole  in  connection  with  the  shore,  with  a  quay  as  wall,  where,  as 
opportunity  requires,  piers  may  be  constructed  to  accommodate  as 
many  as  16  ships. 
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The  sheltered  section  is  to  be  dredged  to  a  depth  of  21^  to  26^ 
feet  at  low  water,  but  at  present  thpt  is  not  to  be  undertaken.  Not 
until  the  breakwater  itself  is  completed  will  the  harbor  proper  be 
touched. 

The  foundation  of  the  breakwater  is  to  be  of  rubble  which  will 
be  dumped  into  the  channel  30  feet  deep  now  being  dredged,  while 
the  upper  part  is  to  be  of  blocks  of  masonry  in  cement  mortar,  each 
block  of  about  32  tons  weiffht. 

By  presidential  decree,  all  the  materials  to  be  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  work  have  been  exempted  from  taxation.  It  is  believed 
tiiat  these  works  will  do  much  toward  increasing  the  import  and  ex- 
port trade  of  the  port,  but  it  remains  to  be  seen  what  effect  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  port  of  Lungkow  and  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  coi^ruction  of  the  Chefoo-Weihsien  Railway  will  have  on  the 
future  of  Chefoo, 

One  copy  of  the  contract  for  this  work  is  forwarded  [and  may  be 
seen  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce. Befer  to  file  No.  68102]. 

OKEECE. 

[Consul  General  Alexander  W.  Weddell,  Atlions.  Sept.  30.] 

GoTemment  Extends  Time  for  Btds  on  Water  and  Sewage  Works. 

In  the  inteniational  competition  that  was  announced  by  the  Greek 
Government  for  a  water  supply  and  sewage  sj'stem  for  the  cities  of 
Athens  and  Piraeus,  although  bids  were  to  have  been  opened  under 
date  of  August  ZXA^  September,  1915,  announcement  is  now  made 
by  the  Grcelc  Ministries  of  the  Interior,  of  Finance,  and  Communi- 
cations that  bids  for  this  work  will  be  received  up  to  December 
17/30,  1915.  These  will  be  opened  three  days  later — December  20, 
1915/2  January,  1916.  [A  reference  to  this  construction  work  was 
published  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  of  Dec.  26,  1914.] 

A  copy  of  the  Official  Gazette  of  Sei)tember  11/24,  1915,  setting 
brth  the  conditions  under  which  bids  will  be  received,  is  forwarded, 
and,  wiU  be  loaned  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  67933.]. 
'.  t  will  be  seen  that  the  conditions  are  essentially  those  set  forth  in 
the  orginal  call. 

The  enormous  increase  in  the  price  of  materials  which  has  taken 

glace  in  the  past  year  seems  to  have  been  ignored  by  the  Greek 
rovemment  in  the  preparation  of  this  invitation  for  offers,  and  it 
is  seriously  questioned  if,  in  its  present  shape,  the  matter  is  one  that 
would  be  attractive  to  American  firms. 

NETHEBLAKSS. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  MaUn,  Amsterdam,  Oct.  13.] 
Bank  Enlargement— Hallway  Station  ImpTovements. 

Plans  for  a  large  addition  to  the  Bank  of  the  Netherlands  in  this 
city  will  soon  be  under  execution.  They  involve  the  razing  of  several 
houses  adjacent  to  the  bank. 

Important  extensions  and  improvements  of  the  Central  Railroad 
Station  and  its  approaches  in  Amsterdam  will  soon  be  commenced. 
Additions  to  the  station  will  be  made,  new  and  larger  viaducts  over 
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streets  and  canals  will  be  constructed,  and  the  present  double  track 
will  be  widened  to  four  tracks  from  the  station  to  the  city  limits. 
Kew  First-Class  Hotel. 

Several  years  ago  a  project  was  initiated  for  a  new  first-class  hotel 
in  Amsterdam.  It  was  nearing  fruition  when  the  war  broke  out  and 
checked  the  movement.  However,  it  has  been  decided  finally  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  work,  and  ground  Has  now  been  broken  for  the  foun- 
dations of  the  hotel  (which  will  cover  about  2,500  square  yards)  on 
the  open  square  opposite  the  Eoyal  Palace.  The  ground  is  taken  <m 
a  long  lease  at  a  rental  of  44,000  florins  ($17,688)  a  year.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  hotel  company  is  1,500,000  florins  ($003,000),  which  is 
twice  that  of  the  hotel  with  the  larg^t  capital  now  operating  in 
Amsterdam. 

As  planned  at  present,  the  building  will  be  five  stories  in  height — 
the  general  maximum  in  Amsterdam.  It  will  have  119  bedrooms,  a 
ball  room,  a  large  restaurant  on  the  first  floor  overlooking  the 
square,  and  the  usual  reception,  reading,  and  private  dining  rooms. 
On  the  side  facing  Warmoes  Street  there  will  be  several  stores  on  the 
ground  floor. 

PHiLxmirES. 

[Manila  Dally  BolleUU,  Sept.  Sa] 

Contnet  Awarded  for  ErectiiiK  Vew  Bogn  Kill. 

The  contract  for  the  sugar  central  to  be  erected  from  Govern- 
ment funds  at  Isabela,  Occidental  Negros,  was  yesterday  awarded 
by  the  Central  Sugar  Board  to  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  (Ltd.),  of 
Liverpool,  England,  represented  by  Warner,  Barnes  &  Co.  The 
amount  involved  is  approximately  $1,200,000.  The  mill  must  be 
ready  for  operation  on  December  15, 1916.  To  see  that  the  company 
carries  out  the  terms  of  its  contract  at  the  shops  in  England,  Dr. 
Hei^tein,  collector  of  customs,  will  probably  leave  within  a  few  weeks 
for  Liverpool. 

The  action  of  the  Central  Sugar  Board  in  awarding  the  contract 
to  a  foreign  concern  disposes  of  any  opportunity  to  consider  Ameri- 
can bids  for  this  important  work.  On  August  13  the  site  upon  which 
the  central  should  be  located  was  selected,  and  proposals  for  the 
erection  of  this  large  and  important  plant  were  called  for,  the  bid- 
ders being  given  only  until  September  15  to  get  sugar-machinery 
experts  from  the  United  States,  go  over  the  specifications,  the  loca- 
tion, and  the  various  otlier  conditions  of  the  proposals,  and  to  sub- 
mit  their  bids.  As  it  would  take  more  than  the  allotted  time  to 
bring  competent  men  here  to  do  this,  there  were  no  bids  for  Ameri- 
can machinery,  and,  although  the  matter  was  protested  by  the  Ameri- 
can representatives  before  the  bids  were  opened,  the  board  has  un- 
doubtedly concluded  it  could  not  consider  their  protests. 
Kew  Pier  for  Zamboanga. 

The  acting  director  of  public  works  announced  yesterday  that  the 
construction  work  on  the  new  concrete  pier  at  the  port  of  Zamboanga 
is  to  be  begun  within  the  next  few  days,  under  the  supervision  of 
H.  F.  Cameron,  the  department  engineer  for  Mindanao  and  Sulu.  The 
project  involves  an  expenditure  of  about  $22,500  and  will  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  commercial  development  of  the  southern  port 
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[Vice  Coiml  Csrl  C  Hanwn,  Bangkok,  Sept  8.1 

Hospital  Ward. 

The  Siam  Red  Cross  Society  has  accepted  the  tender  of  a  local 
firm  for  the  construction  of  another  ward  in  the  compound  of  the 
Chulalongkorn  Memorial  Hospital  at  Bangkok.  The  building  -will 
be  constructed  of  brick  and  ferroconcrete  in  two  stories,  at  a  cost  of 
about  $39,000  gold,  including  electric-light  installation,  and  is  to  foe 
completed  in  10  months  from  date.  The  contract  was  awarded  to 
the  Bangkok  Dock  Co.  (Ltd.).  Address:  Bangkok,  Siam.  Corre- 
spondence in  English. 

SOUTH  A7EICA. 

[Conaol  B.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  EUzabeth,  Sept.  16.] 

XastallatloiL  of  Sewer  Oonstniotlon. 

The  city  council  of  Port  Elizabeth  has  decided  to  undertake  the 
installation  of  a  complete  sewerage  system.  The  plan  provides  for 
56  miles  of  main  drainage  pipe  and  60  miles  of  branch  connections. 
The  main  drain  pipes  and  sewerage  appliances  are  estimated  to  cost 
$1,572,000.  Property  owners  benefiting  will  largely  pay  for  the  cost 
of  sewer  connections,  but  the  municipality  will  spend  $350,000  in 
laying  pipes  up  to  the  property  frontage. 

[Further  details  of  the  proposed  sewer  construction,  and  of  the  prospects  for 
American  firms  to  compete  for  the  equipment,  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branches.  Refer  to  file  68082.] 

SWANSEA  COAL  TBADE  FOE  SEFTEUBEB. 

[Consul  WiUlam  L,  Jenkins,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Swansea,  Wales,  Oct  18,] 

The  exports  of  coal  and  coke  from  Swansea  for  September, 
1915,  amounted  to  356,143  long  tons  (lon^^  ton  equals  2,240  pounds), 
as  compared  with  211,798  tons  and  388,229  tons  for  the  correspond- 
inflf  months  in  1914  and  1913,  respectively.  Amounts  of  patent  fuel 
exported  for  the  same  periods  were  74,859,  51,448,  and  86,112  tons, 
respectively.  The  total  exports  of  coal  and  coke  for  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  present  year  were  2,888,957  tons,  as  compared  with 
2,808,166  tons  in  1914  and  3,376,513  tons  in  1913.  The  total  amounts 
forpatent  fuel  were  595,783,  636,683,  and  732,090  tons. 

The  princi]3al  concern  among  Welsh  colliery  owners  is  the  scarcity 
of  tonnage.  Of  late,  colliery  stoppages  have  been  numerous,  spe- 
cially mice  the  withdrawal  of  the  Greek  steamers. 

KEW  FACIFIG  SESVIGE  TO  STABT  NEXT  MONTH. 

[Bztnct  from  Japan  Chnmlcle,  Oct  1,  forwarded       CodbuI  General  George  H. 

Scldmore,  Yokotaama.] 

The  Java -Chin a- Japan  Line  will  establish  a  regular  service  once 
a  month  between  Batavia,  Samarang,  Soerabaya,  Macassar,  Manila, 
Hongkong,  Kobe,  Yokohama,  and  San  Francisco.  According  to  the 
Asahi  (Osaka),  the  necessary  arrangements  for  connection  with  the 
Southern  Pacific  Bailway  have  been  made,  and  the  first  steamer  on 
the  new  service  will  leave  Batavia  December  15. 

[An  announcement  that  this  new  line  would  serve  Batavia,  Hongkong,  aud 
San  Frandaco  was  made  In  Oohhebcb  IIepobib  for  Nor.  S,  1816.] 
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FTTBLIC  BOAD  IHPBOVEH£HT  IH  CANADA. 

{Consol  O.  R.  Tngcart,  Cornwall,  Ontario,  Oct  14.] 

Much  interest  is  being  shown  hereabouts,  especially  by  farmers  and 
automobilists,  in  the  forthcoming  modem  stone  highway,  to  cost 
$600,000,  from  Ottawa,  Canada,  south  60  miles  to  the  international 
St.  Lawrence  River  boundary. 

This  road  will,  it  is  said,  be  built  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Hon. 
J.  P.  Whitney,  Premier  of  Ontario.  Mr.  Whitney  was  from  1882 
to  1890  (when  this  consulate  was  a  commercial  agency  with  head- 
quarters at  Morrisburg,  Ontario)  American  vice  commercial  agent.* 

As  in  the  United  States,  the  question  of  Federal  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  "metalled"  {stone,  gravel,  slag,  etc.)  roads  often  arises, 
but  so  far  the  Government  at  Ottawa  has  no  direct  connection  with 
highway  improvement  Analogous,  however,  to  State  aid  in  road 
improvement,  the  Ontario  {>rovincial  government  at  Toronto  is 
now  authorized  by  recent  legislation,  not  only  to  advise  and  direct 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  permanent  highways,  but  also 
to  contribute  toward  the  cost. 

WhMt  the  FTttTinee  of  Ontario  la  Doing. 

A  Department  of  Highways  has  been  created  at  Toronto  (effective 
Jan.  1,  191C),  with  a  deputy  minister  in  charge  under  the  Min- 
ister of  Public  Works  and  Highways,  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  an  office  force,  engineers,  etc.  The  Government  program  aims  at 
benefiting  three  classes  of  roads,  namely,  township  roads,  county  or 
market  roads,  and  long  stretches  of  main  highways. 

For  township  roads  the  provincial  aid  consists,  not  in  helping  to 
pay  for  the  construction,  but  in  encouragement  and  advice  toward 
efficient  township  organization.  The  main  part  of  such  township 
encouragement  is  the  payment  by  tlie  Province  of  25  per  cent  of  the 
salary  for  3  years  of  a  townsliip  rood  overseer  up  to  $CO0  per  year. 

County  cr  market  roads  consist  of  a  system  of  roads  meant  to  ac- 
commodate tlie  greater  part  of  the  market  travel  in  the  county. 
The  provincial  government  grants  toward  a  county  road  system  are 
40  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  construction  (said  grant  not  to  exceed 
$4,000  a  mile)  and  20  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  maintenance.  Tlie 
balance  of  the  cost  of  construction  comes  from  the  proceeds- of  bonds 
or  of  taxation.  Koads  must  be  built  in  accordance  with  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Ontario  Deijartiiient  of  Public  Highways.  The  con- 
struction of  sucli  a  system  of  county  roads  may  be  authorized  by 
two-thirds  majority  of  a  county  council  (called  in  the  United  States, 
sometimes,  county  commissioners,  or  board  of  chosen  freeholders) ,  rep- 
lesenting  at  least  one-half  of  the  equalized  assessment  of  the  county; 
or,  failing  to  receive  a  two-thirds  majority  of  the  county  council, 
said  county  road  construction  may  be  carried  by  a  simple  majority 
of  the  county  council,  and  confirmed  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  tax- 
payers. 

Mala  Highways. 

A  still  longer  system  of  improved  highways  would  consist  of  roads 
running  through  more  than  one  county.    Such  a  system  may  bo 

*Tbe  Departaient  of  fitntc.  at  Wasbloffton.  ta  the  reorgaDlzatlim  Of  tbe  Consiilar 
Service  Id  1000  abollahod  the  positions  of  commercial  asenta. 
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properly  called  main  highways.  Toward  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  main  highways  the  same  assistance  (40  per  cent  and  20 
per  cent)  may  be  (when  the  legislation  becomes  effective  on  January 
1, 1916)  granted  by  the  provincial  government.  The  balance  of  the 
construction  cost  and  the  maintenance  cost  are  assessed  on  the  various 
municipalities  served  hv  the  hig;hway.  A  start  may  be  made  on  main 
highway  construction  by  a  petition  of  three-fourths  of  the  munici- 
palities interested.  When,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Ontario  lieutenant 
governor  in  council,  it  is  in  the  public  interest  to  build  such  a  main 
highway  a  board  of  trustees  of  five  members  are  appointed.  The 
board  may  require  a  report  on  the  proposed  work,  with  plans,  speci- 
fications, and  estimates,  and  said  board  may  proceed  with  the  work, 
making  such  revision  of  the  estimates  as  may  be  necessary  after 
hearing  representations  from  all  parties  interested. 

County  or  main  highways  thus  aided  by  the  Province  are  popu- 
larly called  "  (jovemment  roads."  A  main  highway  would  naturally 
include  along  its  route  any  improved  county  roads,  or  might  be  made 
up,  of  course,  of  a  series  of  such  county  roads. 

Leerislatlve  Authority — Action  of  tbe  Counties. 

The  legislative  authority  for  the  above-stated  provisions  is  as 
follows:  Act  for  the  improvement  of  public  highways,  B.  S.  O., 
1914,  chap.  40;  amendment  to  this  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
highway  improvement  act,"  5  Geo.  V,  chap.  16;  the  Ontario  high- 
ways act,  5  Geo.  V,  chap.  17;  the  statute  law  amendment  act,  5  Geo. 
V,  1915,  sec.  29.         _  ^ 

All  this  legislation  is  now  in  force  except  the  act  relating  to  main 
highways  (the  Ontario  highways  act,  1915,  5  Geo.  V,  chap.  17),  and 
this  exception  will,  it  is  officially  announced,  be  proclaimed  by  tixe 
Ontario  lieutenant  governor  in  council  on  January  1, 1916. 

Although  20  out  of  the  38  coimties  of  Ontario  have,  with  provin- 
cial help,  developed  efficient  systems  of  county  roads,  these  chances 
of  provincial  aid  in  road  betterment  have  not  as  yet  (except  perhaps 
through  the  acceptance  of  encouragement  in  the  townships)  been 
taken  advantage  of  in  this  consular  district,  nor,  indeed,  in  the  three 
counties  (Dundas,  Stormont,  and  Glengarry),  of  which  Cornwall  is 
the  county  seat.  Consequently,  the  roads  in  this  district  are  far  from 
first  class. 

In  Dundas  County,  however,  Morrisburg,  the  western  limit  of  this 
district,  is  bidding  for  the  opportimity  of  being  the  southern  terminus 
of  the  above-mentioned  Whitney  Memorial  Koad  from  Ottawa  to 
the  St.  Lawrence  Kiver. 
A  Kew  International  Highway. 

Beginning  with  preliminary  surveys,  the  Ottawa-St.  Lawrence 
Government  road  will  doubtless  be  started  in  the  spring  of  1916 
unless  the  unsettling  of  all  conditions  by  the  war  prevents.  Like  the 
Meridian  highway  from  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  to  the  United  Statps, 
this  eastern  road  is  intended  to  accommodate  not  only  the  farm  traffic 
of  the  adjacent  country,  but  also  automobile  travel  entering  Ottawa 
from  wiuiin  Canada  and  from  the  United  States.  Once  the  St. 
Lawrence  international  boundary  bordering  on  New  York  State  is 
tied  to  Ottawa  by  a  modem  stone  road,  there  will  be  (in  view  of  the 
links  of  good  roads  throughout  the  length  of  New  York  State)  good 
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road  connection  between  New  York  City,  the  metropolis  of  the 
United  States,  and  Ottawa,  the  capital  of  Canada. 

Authority  for  the  construction  of  this  Ottawa-St.  Lawrence  road 
would  come  from  the  above-mentioned  Ontario  highways  act  (5 
Geo.  V,  ch.  17),  when  proclaimed  on  January  1  next.  Tlie  con- 
struction and  maintenance  will  be  in  charge  of  a  commission  or 
board  of  trustees  to  be  appointed  hy  the  Ontario  lieutenant  governor 
in  council.  The  road  allowance  will  not  be  less  than  66  feet  wide. 
The  roadway  between  ditches  would  be  approximately  28  feet  wide, 
with  a  central  metaled  (stone,  slag,  etc.)  driveway  of  from  10  to  16 
feet  in  width.  There  are  as  yet  no  specifications  nor  is  the  type  of 
load  decided  upon.  In  general  features,  however,  the  highway  will 
correspond  with  the  standard  set  by  first-class  New  York  State  roads. 
CoBt  of  Constrnotioa — AlternatlTe  Botites. 

The  anticipated  cost  of  construction  of  this  Ottawa-St.  Lawrence 
good  road  is  $10,000  a  mile,  or  about  $000,000.  Both  the  construction 
and  the  upkeep  cost  will  be  assessed  on  Ottawa  and  on  the  municipali- 
ties through  which  the  road  passes.  The  Province  would  contribute 
toward  the  cost  about  $4,000  a  mile,  or  $240,000.  Since  Ottawa  would 
benefit  from  the  road  out  of  proportion  to  the  other  municipalities, 
a  larger  sum  than  is  required  by  the  statute  is  proposed  for  Ottawa's 
quota,  namely,  $180,000.  The  balance,  or  another  $180,000,  would  be 
assessed  on  the  townships  through  which  the  road  passes.  To  meet 
tiie  immediate  expenditure  for  the  construction  or  maintenance  of 
the  road,  the  commission  or  board  of  trustees  may  issue  bonds  or 
debentures,  which  obligations  may  be  guaranteed  by  the  Province  of 
Ontario. 

Two  alternative  roads  are  proposed  for  this  Government  main 
road,  both  through  strictly  agricultural  communities — one,  Ottawa  to 
Prescott,  passing  along  the  Rideau  River  and  through  the  counties  of 
Carleton  and  Grenvifie  and  the  village  of  Kemptville;  the  other, 
Ottawa  to  Morrisburg,  through  Carleton  and  Dundas  Counties  and 
the  village  of  Winchester.  The  decision  of  the  route  rests  with  the 
provincial  government,  with  the  city  of  Ottawa,  and  with  the  munici- 
palities interested.  The  votes  of  the  municipalities  between  Ottawa 
and  the  St.  Lawrence,  being  each  in  favor  of  their  own  respective 
routes,  would  naturally  cancel  each  other,  and  the  choice  would  be 
left  to  Ottawa  and  to  the  provincial  government  represented  by  the 
deputy  minister  of  highways  at  Toronto. 
Competition  for  the  Boad. 

The  adherents  of  Morrisburg  and  Prescott  are  now  active,  through 
inspection  tourists,  banquets,  council  debates,  etc.,  in  advancing  the 
merits  of  their  respective  towns  for  a  terminus. 

The  Morrisburg  parties  claim  that  there  is  a  better  farming  com- 
munity between  Ottawa  and  Morrisburg  than  between  Ottawa  and 
Prescott,  and  that  the  distance  from  Ottawa  to  Morrisburg  (42 
miles)  is  16  miles  shorter  than  from  Ottawa  to  Prescott,  which 
shorter  distance  at  $10,000  a  mile  represents  a  saving  of  $160,000. 
They  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Morrisburg  has  no  railroad 
connection  with  Ottawa,  whereas  its  neighboring  towns  (Prescott, 
Brockville,  and  Cornwall)  have  such  connection;  and  that  Morris- 
burg was  the  home  of  the  late  Premier  Whitney,  who  led  the  en- 
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actment  of  the"  recent  provincial  good-roads  legislation,  and  for 
whom  the  road  is  to  be  named. 

The  Prescott  claimants,  while  not  admitting  all  the  contentions  of 
the  Morrisburgers,  are  emphasizing  the  superior  ferry  facilities 
from  Prescott  across  the  St.  Lawrence.  A  regular  and  reliable 
ferry  service,  practically  the  year  around,  for  both  passengers  and 
automobiles  is  available  from  Prescott  to  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y. — a 
thriving  city.  The  St.  Lawrence  River  between  Prescott  and  Og- 
densburg is  unobstructed  by  islands,  and  at  and  near  Ogdensburg 
are  some  of  the  good  roads  for  which  New  York  State  is  noted,  all 
of  which  appeals  to  automobile  tourists. 

The  New  York  town  across  from  Morrisburg,  Ontario,  is  Wnd- 
dington,  much  smaller  than  Ogdensburg;  and,  while  Waddington  is 
also  connected  with  good  New  York  roads,  the  river  there  is  ob- 
structed by  islands,  and  the  ferry  service  consequently  not  very  good. 

This  superiority  in  ferry  service  from  Prescott  and  the  influence 
of  prominent  men  in  Prescott,  Ogdensburg,  and  Ottawa  will,  it 
is  believed,  bring  about  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  Prescott  route. 

Perhaps  a  compromise  can  be  reached  whereby  the  road  will  take 
in  both  places.  It  is  thought  possible  to  ^combine  the  advantages  of 
the  two  routes  by  having  the  highway  run  from  Ottawa  to  Morris- 
burg and  thence  from  Morrisburg  to  Prescott,  thus  including  a 
stretch  of  20  miles  along  the  St.  Lawrence.  If  the  calculation  of  the 
Morrisburgers  as  to  distance  is  correct,  such  a  looping  route  would 
be  only  4  miles  longer  than  from  Ottawa  direct  to  Prescott. 

The"  people  of  Cornwall  and  vicinity  are,  of  course,  interested  in 
having  the  Whitney  Memorial  Road  take  in  Morrisburg,  for  then 
there  would  be  a  fine  road  available  to  Ottawa  and  the  United 
States  from  Cornwall,  20  miles  nearer  than  at  Presci)tt.  Moreover, 
if  Morrisburg  were  the  terminus  of  a  first-class  road,  then  the  im- 
provement of  the  road  from  Cornwall  to  Morrisljiirg  (about  25 
miles),  either  as  a  main  highway  or  as  a  county  road  system,  would 
doubtless  be  agitated. 

Foreranner  of  Good  Boads — Advice  to  American  HannfactuTers. 

A  first-class  stone  road  between  Hamilton  and  Toronto  is,  through 
special  legislation,  now  nearing  completion.  If,  by  virtue  of  the 
broad  legislation  set  forth  above,  Ontario  embarks  upon  the  expected 
extensive  program  of  highway  construction,  not  maiw  years  will 
elapse  before  the  several  stretches  of  good  roads  along  Lake  Ontario 
and  the  St.  Lawrence  River  will  form  a  continuous  boulevard  be- 
tween Toronto  and  Montreal. 

Parties  in  the  United  States  interested  in  the  sale  of  road-building 
implements  for  the  construction  of  the  Ottawa-St.  Lawrence  road 
^ould  communicate  with  the  Department  of  Public  Roads  and 
Highways,  Toronto,  Ontario,  where  can  doubtless  be  obtained  infor- 
mation as  to  probable  needs  and  purchasers.  Very  likely  the  board 
of  trustees  in  charge  of  the  road  construction  will  also  have  a  voice 
in  any  purchases;  but,  as  above  stated,  this  board  will  n6t  be  ap- 
pointed until  after  January  1,  1016,  when  the  legislation  authorizing 
the  Wiutney  Memorial  Road  is  to  be  proclaimed. 

M.  T.  Dawe,  director  of  apiculture  in  British  East  Africa,  has  been 
appointed  agricultural  adviser  to  the  Government  of  Colombia. 
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FBOPOSAIS  FOB  <K>V£BirUENT  STTFFIIES  AND  COKSTBUCTZON. 

[Correspondence  Gboald  be  direct  vltb  the  ofirea  named,  and  BpecUlcations  can  asnallT 
be  obtain^  at  tbe  points  wbere  tbe  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  tbe  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  la  too  short  to  permit  flmw  to  rabmlt  tenders, 
tbe;  sbonid  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malting  lists  of  such  (rfBces  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Construction  tcork.  No.  2772. — Sailed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
December  20,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (including  mechanical 
~  equipment  and  approaches)  of  the  United  Static  post  office  at  Humboldt, 
Tenn.  Di-awings  and  specIQcatlons  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  custodian 
of  Bite  at  Humboldt  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

j^acon,  No.  2773. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  General  D^t  of  the 
Quartermaster  C"«ri>8.  115-123  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  III.,  Quarter- 
master's Depot,  United  States  Army,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  or  Quartermaster's 
Depot,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  until  November  17,  1915,  for  furnishing  Serial  Nos. 
8  and  10  for  175,000  pounds  of  bacon.  Proposals  for  deUversr  of  Serial 
No.  8,  bacon  packed  la  veneer  crates,  of  about  100  pounds  net  each,  are 
Invited  and  will  be  considered  In  making  awards.  Spe^catlons  for  veneer 
crates  farnlshed  on  application  to  the  offices  Indicated. 

Jfavtf  Department  suppliet,  No.  2774.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Wasl^ngton,  D.  C, 
until  November  23,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  following  materials.  Firms 
Interested  therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and 

Accounts,  giving  the  schedule  numbers  desired :  Schedule  8085,  air  h<tse, 
rubber  Ore  liose,  unlined  linen  Are  liose,  and  suction  hose ;  schedule  8986, 
linen  napkins;  and  schedule  8888,  library  books.  Bids  will  be  received 
until  November  30,  1915,  for  the  following:  Sclie*Uile  8975,  8-ton  tandem 
road  roller;  schedule  8970,  mlUing  machines;  schedule  8980,  leather  belt- 
ing, cotton  web  belts,  horizontal  steering  engines,  flush  brass  handles,  brass 
screws,  machinists*  vises,  and  li-inch  rough  white  ash;  sche<lu1e  8981, 
cast-iron  pipe  fittings,  cast  Iron  and  wrought  Iron,  and  malleable  iron 
unions;  schedule  8982,  punches,  shears,  wood  trimmers,  etc.,  Japan  drier, 
and  copper  cspansion  Joints;  schedule  8983,  safety,  electric  p<H*table  lan- 
terns, and  cast-iron  frames  for  wincltes;  schedule  8084,  cotton  and  wool 
undershirts  and  drawers,  and  vinegar;  schedule  8989,  cone  drive  lathes, 
14  Inches  and  6  feet;  schedule  8990,  portable  boring  bars,  3i  inches  and  6 
inclies  diameter,  10  feet  long;  8che<lulc  8991,  cylindrical  surface  condenser, 
and  portable  ventilating  sets;  sciiedule  8993.  medium  bar  steel;  schedule 
8994,  paint  brushes;  schedule  8995,  pure  lard  oil,  beeswax,  lump  borax,  and 
pulverized  silica ;  schedule  8996,  Spanish  cane  for  ship  fenders,  3-gallon 
water  filters  and  coolers,  air  hose,  oak-tanned  leather  pump,  siile  lights  for 
motor  boats,  72  Inches,  unbleached  cotton  slieeting;  hand  swabs,  half-and- 
half  solder  bars,  and  round  strip  solder ;  schedule  8997,  1,000-pound  folding 
platform  scales,  brass  squirt  cans,  emery  cloth,  4-pound  boat  grapuete, 
padlocks,  brass  nuts,  garnet  paper,  soapstone  pencils,  screw  drivers,  steel 
and  woven  measuring  tapes,  machinists'  steel  bolt  and  nuts,  vises,  and 
steel  or  wrought  washers;  sche<iulc  8998,  wire  broad  baskets,  platform 
scales  woiKhlng  000  pounds,  glass  salt  and  pepper  shakers,  and  silver-plated 
wiiri^;  and  schedule  8909,  duplex  telephone  wire,  and  single  strandetl  rub- 
ber-covered wire;  schedule  9000,  white  ash,  firsts  and  seconds,  African 
ond  Mexican  mahogany,  New  England  spruce,  spruce  sticks  for  spars,  36 
feet  long,  rind  hickory,  elm,  or  oak  sticks,  8  Indies  In  diameter  at  small  end ; 
schedule  9001,  stool  conduit.  Interior  communication  cable,  radio  headgear 
receiver  cords,  magnet  wire,  rubber-Insulated  Ignition  wire  circuits,  single- 
conductor  wire,  and  twin-conductor  wire;  schedule  9002,  rectangular  cast- 
ing bruslies,  crucibles,  flexible  copper  hose,  brass  bolts  and  nuts,  steel 
holts  and  nuts,  rogulus  of  antimony,  and  round  raonel  metal ;  and  schedule 
9003,  steam-plug  cock.s.  composition  pipe  fittings,  steel  boiler  tubes,  compo- 
sition unions,  and  rough  brass  valves,  gate,  etc.  Bids  will  be  received  until 
December  7,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  following:  Schedule  8978,  cast-iron 
pipe  fittings,  lead  pipe,  wrought  pipe,  steel  tubing,  and  valves,  gate,  etc.; 
schedule  ^7,  gas-producing  apparatus;  schedule  9004,  pure  spa-m  oil; 
schedule  9005,  alcohol,  copper  paint,  and  North  Carolina  pine  pitch;  scfaed- 
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ule  9006,  emery  cloth,  unlined  linen  hose,  rigging  leather,  padlocks,  and 
refrigerators;  schedule  9007,  sheet  steel;  schedule  9008,  3-inch  round  navnl 
rolled  brass,  and  globe  angle  valves,  etc. ;  schedule  9000.  seaworthy  high- 
speed motor  boat;  and  schedule  OUlO,  linoleum.  Bids  will  be  oi>ened  De- 
cember 14, 1915,  for  1-ton  automobile  truck,  uchcdule  S)92. 

Conntruction  worJc,  No.  2775. — Scaled  proporala  will  he  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  ofTice,  Treasury  Departinont,  Washington.  D.  C, 
until  December  18,  1915,  for  the  construction  comiilete  (including  plumbing, 
gas  piping,  heating  apparatus,  eiiK'tric  conduits  and  wiring,  lift,  and  ap- 
proaclies)  of  the  United  States  post  office  at  Aliddletown,  Ohio.  Drawings  and 
speciflcatioas  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site  or  from  the 
Washington  office. 


AHEBICAN  GAIN  IN  JAPANESE  SILK  SHIPMENTS. 

[Japan  Dallr  Mall,  Sept.  10.] 

The  report  that  the  British  Government  contemplates  the  assess- 
ment of  import  duties  on  rayr  silk  is  received  with  indifference  here 
among  the  trade,  judged  by  sundr;y  opinions  so  far  expressed  by 
veterans  in  the  business.  In  the  beginning  of  the  Meiji  era  the  raw- 
silk  trade  between  Japan  and  Great  Britain  was  very  large,  so  much 
so  that  a  branch  was  run  in  London  by  the  Boeki-Shokai,  the  pre- 
decessor of  the  Kiito  Gomel  Kaisha  of  Yokohama,  to  handle  the 
ever-increasing  cargo  from  Japan,  but  now  times  have  changed 
completely  and  the  line  is  too  insignificant  to  affect  the  trade  here  in 
any  degree,  even  if  it  be  restricted  by  taxes. 

Great  Britain  lost  her  supremacy  in  the  textile  industry,  and  the 
part  she  played  formerly  is  now  assigned  to  France  and  the  United 
States.  As  a  result,  the  raw-silk  trade  between  Japan  and  Great 
Britain  has  dwindled  considerably.  Last  voar's  trade  is  estimated 
at  149,267  pounds,  valued  at  $401,333,  wliich,  though  quite  insig- 
nificant beside  the  total  trade  in  the  line,  is  still  regarded  as  an  ad- 
vance, for  the  1913  figure  is  placed  at  92,124  pounds,  valued  at 
$336,113. 


WAU  PAPEE  IN  CHILE. 

Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Havens  stationed  in  Santiago,  Chile, 
writes  that  a  dealer  in  wall  paper  in  that  city  told  him  recently  that 
he  was  unable  to  buy  a  class  of  wall  paper  he  desired  in  the  United 
States.  He  has  been  buying  wall  paper  in  Germany  at  7  pfennigs 
(1.6^i)  per  roll  of  8  meters  (about  8^  yards).  The  lowest  quotation 
from  the  United  States  is  3J  cents  per  roll  of  8  yards.  Sales  of 
10,000  rolls  should  not  be  unusual  in  Chile  if  the  price  can  be  made 
to  meet  German  competition.  In  the  paper  used  in  the  houses  of 
laborers  there  is  no  interest  in  quality. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vew  York,  Room  409  United  States  Gnstomhottse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  United 
Btatei  Cvstomhonse;  CUeago,  B04  Pederal  Bnlldlng;  St.  tonls,  402  Third  National 
Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  821  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hibernia 
Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  912  Alaska 
Bnilding.  Cooperative  Ijranch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincin- 
nati, Chamber  of  Commeroe;  ttn  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Conuaerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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[Where  addresses  ore  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barcan  and  Its  bnweli 

ofllcca>] 

Qa$  mantles.  No.  19185, — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm 
In  the  United  States  which  has  connections  In  Australia  desires  an  agency 
with  a  coiupany  nble  to  handle  a  high-grade  line  of  gas  mantles. 

Hata,  No.  19186. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that  a  business 
man  in  his  district  desires  to  arrange  for  an  exclusive  retail  agency  for 
soft  and  stiff  huts  of  medium  and  high-grade  qualities.  Correspondence  and 
catalogues  must  be  in  Spanish. 

Wire  nails,  etc..  No.  19187. — A  firm  In  the  Netherlands  is  anxious  to  be  placed 
In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  interested  in  making  agency  connec- 
tions for  wire  nails  and  galvaniMd  corrugated  iron  sheets. 

Hardware,  aoap$.  cutlery,  ete..  No.  19188. — A  commercial  agent  informs  the 
bureau  that  an  American  living  iiermnnently  in  Brazil  desires  to  act  as 
agent  f^r  the  following  lines:  Hardware,  soaps,  cutlery,  hosiery,  paints 
and  vamlBhes,  glassware,  and  paper  goods. 

Playing  cards,  icall  paper,  and  feathers.  No.  19189. — A  report  from  an  American 
consular  officer  in  Cidna  states  that  a  firm  Is  desirous  of  corresponding  with 
exporters  of  playing  cards  and  wall  paper,  and  with  Importers  of  duck 
and  goose  feathers.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English  or  German. 

General  representation.  No.  19W0. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau  reports 
that  a  mnu  familiar  with  cenditlons  In  Brasdl  desires  to  become  an  agent 
for  a  mnuufucturcr  or  a  syndicate  of  manufocturers.  It  la  stated  that  he 
can  present  good  credentials. 

TVaf^r  pumpa  and  motors.  No.  19191. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the 
Canary  Islands  reports  that  a  firm  desires  to  pun-base  a  number  of  elec- 
trically driven  water  pumps  and  motors.  Prices  c.  i.  f.  port  of  entry, 
if  possible,  and  payment,  cash  against  documents. 

Coke  ovens,  etc..  No.  19192. — commercial  attache  of  the  Departmoit  of 
Conmierce  reiwrts  tliat  an  engineering  deiurtment  in  one  of  the  South 
American  Iteintblics  Is  contemplating  building  chambers  for  the  ciirbonlza- 
tlon  of  100  tons  of  coal  dally.  Ca(alii;;nea,  literntnre,  and  full  information 
from  American  firms  manufacliiritifi  retort  coke  ovens,  and  apparatus  for 
the  utilization  of  ammonia,  distlllution  of  tar,  and  extraction  of  benzol 
are  solicited. 

Hosiery,  No.  19193. — A  report  from  an  Amoricon  consular  officer  statos  that  a 
manufacturer's  agent  in  the  Unltetl  Kingdom  doslros  to  be  placed  in  com- 
munication with  manufacturers  of  Imitation  silk  liosicry  with  a  view  to 
'  securing  an  agency. 

Brick,  No.  19194. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  firm  In  Canada  desires 
names  and  addresses  of  facc-brlck  manufacturers. 

Paper  doilies.  No.  1910r». — An  Amorlcan  consular  officer  In  China  reports  that 
there  is  a  iw.'wlhlo  nmrket  for  pai)er  doilies  in  his  district.  Names  of 
firms  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Flaffs,  No.  19100.— The  commercinl  attncliC'  of  the  Department  of  Ck>mmerce 
in  France  states  that  a  bnsincss  man  is  anxious  to  sell  American-made 
flags.   Iteferences  given.   C/orrespontlcnce  may  Ik;  In  English. 

liiittons.  snap  fasteners,  aitd  gloves.  No.  19197.— An  American  consular  officer 
In  SiHtln  reports  tluit  n  man  Is  interested  in  the  importation  of  buttons, 
snap  fasteners  for  women's  dresses,  and  knlttetl  cotton  gloves  and  Imita- 
tion kid  gloves,  Kuuiples  of  snap  fasteners  desired  are  submitted  and  may 
be  examlnetl  nt  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  0S401.) 

ilaehinery.  No.  191U8.— A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  business  man  In  the 
Netherlands  states  that  he  desires  catalogues  and  full  information  on 
tanning  machinery. 
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SOCIETY  ISLANDS  BASIO  STATION  HEAB  COUFLETIOH. 

The  radio  station  now  being  built  by  the  French  Government  on 
Tahiti  Island,  Society  Islands^  will  be  ready  to  receive  and  transmit 
commercial  messages  before  the  close  of  1915,  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Navigation  annotinces. 

The  t«9nporary  station  now  in  course  of  erection  will  be  followed 
by  a  much  moi^e  powerful  plant.  The  plans  of  the  temporary  station 
contemplate  a  10-kilowatt  installation  of  the  type  used  by  the  French 
Government,  with  a  wave  length  of  600  meters.  The  towers,  two  in 
number,  will  be  100  meters  in  height.  The  station  will  be  expected 
to  reach  Awanui,  New  Zealand;  Suva,  Fiji;  and  the  Samoan  Islands. 

Immediately  upon  the  completion  of  the  temporary  station  work 
will  begin  on  the  permanent  station.  This  permanent  300-idllowatt 
station  will  be  operated  by  a  500- horsepower  gasoline  engine,  and  will 
use  a  wave  length  of  2^00  meters.  There  will  be  eight  towers, -each 
100  meters  high,  erected  in  parallel  rows  of  four  towers.  The  space 
between  the  towers  will  be  250  meters,  and  200  meters  between  paral- 
lels. There  will  be  two  antennce,  one  of  600  meters  wave  length,  the 
other  of  2,500  meters. 

With  the  permanent  station  it  is  expected  that  communication  will 
be  established  with  stations  in  Cochin-China;  South  America;  Hono- 
lulu,  Hawaii;  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  Sydney,  Australia;  and  even  in 
Martinique  and  Guadeloupe,  West  Indies.  All  material  used  in  the 
construction  of  these  stations  is  supplied  by  the  French  Government 
and  is  Shipped  from  France. 

Call  letters  have  not  been  assigned  to  the  station  and  rates  are  not 
obtainable  at  the  present  time. 

GONSULAB  TEASE  CONFERENCES. 

Consul  William  Dawson,  of  Rosario,  Argentina,  is  now  on  leave  of 
absence  in  the  United  States  and  will  remain  until  about  December 
l5, 1915,  His  address  is  903  Goodrich  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Appointment  of  Chinese  commercial  attaches  to  Great  Britain, 
Japan,  Russia,  France,  G^many,  Belgium,  and  the  United  States  is 
bemg  considered  at  Peking. 
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HIOHEB  FBICES  AT  LONBOK  FUR  SALES. 

At  the  main  series  of  October  fur  sales  in  London  the  prices  of 
most  classes  of  skins  offered  showed  an  appreciable  rise.  According 
to  the  British  press,  advances  of  50  per  cent  on  the  rates  paid  at 
the  March  series  of  sales  were  secured  for  wolf,  cross  fox,  white, 
gray,  and  kit  fox,  40  per  cent  for  red  fox,  30  per  cent  for  fitch  and 
Japanese  fox,  25  per  cent  for  beaver,  20  per  cent  for  mink,  15  per  cent 
for  stone  marten  and  silver  fox,  10  per  cent  for  marten  and  otter, 
with  wolverine  and  kolinsky  making  improved  figures,  arid  bears, 
baum  marten,  ermine,  civet  cat,  chinchilla;  and  blue  fox  all  equaling, 
the  March  level,  and  only  Russian  sable  reported  upon  as  selling 
irregularly.  Wild  cat  and  house  cat  made  double  prices,  mole  sold 
satisfactorily,  and  badger  skins  were  unchanged.  Squirrel  did  not, 
however,  pass  the  hammer. 

These  increases  are  said  to  have  been  due  to  the  consid^able  de- 
mand both  in  England  and  in  neutral  countries,  rather  than  to. 
scarcity  of  offerings.  America  was  a  keen  buyer  of  all  classes  of 
furs,  notably  skunk  and  lynx,  both  of  which  are  fashimable  this 
year. 

A  slightly  disturbing  feature  of  the  auctions,  says  the  London 
Times,  was  the  Board  of  Trade  announcement,  early  in  their  prog- 
ress, of  the  inclusion  of  furs  in  the  list  of  goods  which  ma^  not  be 
exported  to  neutral  countries  except  under  license.  This,  it  is  stated, 
may  tend  still  further  to  raise  prices. 

[The  March  auctions  were  discussed  at  lenfjth  In  Coumebce  Repobts  for 
May  8,  1015;  reference  to  the  other  London  sales  was  made  In  the  Issues  for 
Feb.  13  and  May  29.] 


COUUEKCIAL  BBIEFS  FROU  CHIIE. 

[Commercial  Attacb^  Verne  L>.  Havens,  SantlaKo,] 

A  company  has  been  organized,  called  Sociedad  Nacional  de  Cal- 
zado,  at  Santiago,  to  manufacture  and  sell  shoes  at  wholesale  and 
retail.  It  has  a  capital  of  50,000  paper  pesos  (about  $8,300  United 
States  gold)  divided  into  5,000  shares.  The  general  manager  is 
Felipe  Santiago  Espinosa,  of  this  city,  who  transfers  to  the  company 
his  ownership  of  two  patents  registered  in  his  name. 

On  August  2  a  decree  was  issued  by  the  Chilean  Government, 
through  the  Minister  of  Interior,  authonzingthe  governor  of  Valpa- 
raiso to  borrow  $480,000  from  the  Guaranty  Trust  Co.,  of  New  York, 
through  Wessel  Duval  &  Co.  The  amount  was  quoted  in  American 
gold  and  not  in  pounds  sterling,  as  has  formerly  been  the  custom. 

The  Chilean  uovemment  has  approved  the  plans  of  the  Antofa- 

fasta  to  Boliva  railway  to  install  a  water  system  for  the  city  of 
fejillones,  about  68  kilometers  (42  miles)  from  Antofagasta,  in  the 
arid  nitrate  region  on  the  coast.  The  time  limit  to  begin  and  end 
operations  of  installation  are  one  and  three  years,  respectively,  from 
July  26,  1915.  The  main  offices  of  the  railway  are  located  at  Anto- 
fagasta. 


The  6  million  barrels  of  salt  produced  in  the  United  States  in 
1880  averaged  in  price  $0.81,  wliile  the  35  million  barrels  produced 
in  1914  averaged  $0,295. 
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HEW  OOVEBinCEHT  .FnBUCATXOVS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  November  6  the  fol- 
lowing new  United  States  Government  publications  of  a  business 
character,  which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Trade  Directory  of  Central  America  and  the  West  Indies,  Miscellaneoua 
Series  22.~Iiist  of  business  houses  In  Central  America  and  the  West  Imlles, 
arranged  primnrily  by  countries,  with  tho  various  industries  in  alptial}etic 
order.   Price,  cloth,  00^. 

Markets  for  AmaHcan  Fruits,  Special  Consular  Reports  62. — Valuable  in- 
formatton  relative  to  markets  for  American  fruits  in  foreign  countries,  with  the 
various  countries  arrnnjred  in  nlphabetical  order,  and  suggestions  as  to  tlie  kinds 
of  fruits  used,  methods  of  handling,  etc. ;  reprint.  Price,  iW. 

China  and  Indo-ClUna  Markets  for  American  Lumber,  Special  Agents'  Series 
J04. — Covering  the  lunil)er-trade  situation  in  China,  with  imports  of  foreign 
woods,  uses  of  tlralxr,  character  of  wood  used,  etc.   Price,  5^. 

Repair  and  Maintaiancc.  of  Highways,  Public  Roads  Bulletin  48,  reprint. — 
Oovering  repair  of  macadam,  earth,  gravel,  and  sand-clay  roads,  with  article  on 
road  management,  costs,  dust  prevention,  etc.,;  illustrated.  Price,  16#. 

Timber. — An  Klementary  Discussion  of  the  Characteristics  and  Pn^iertles  of 
Wood,  Forest  Service  Bulletin  10;  repriilt. — A  comprehensive  discussion  by 
Fllltiert  Roth,  Government  expert,  covering  structure  and  appearance  of  woods, 
shrinkage,  mechanical  and  chemical  properties,  durability,  etc.,  with  a  list 
the  more  important  w<kk1s  of  the  United  Stntes.   Price,  lOi?. 

Drainage  of  Irrigated  Tjand,  AKi'lcuUure  Department  Bulletin  190;  reprint. — 
Practical  work,  covering  the  objects  of  draining,  open  canals,  covered  drains, 
and  construction.   I'rice,  10^. 

Zacaton  as  a  Paper-Making  Material,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  309.— 
Description  of  n  new  crass  for  paper  making,  giving  botanical  history,  distribu- 
tion, laboratory  tests,  physical  tests,  etc.   Prk-e,  5^. 

PItosphate  Rock  and  Methods  Proposed  for  Its  Utilization  as  a  Fertilizer, 
Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  312 — Covering  various  processes  for  treating 
phosphate  rock  and  the  manufacture  of  phosphoric  acid  and  phosphoric  fer- 
tilizers. Price,  5^. 

Daily  Meals  of  School  Children,  Education  Buroan  Bulletin  8,  1909,  r^rlnt— 
Practical  Information  relating  to  feeding  of  scliool  chlldrai,  Including  the  serv- 
ing of  food  in  schools,  lunch  rooms,  cost  of  food,  etc.   Price,  lOf^. 

Vocational  Guidance — Paliers  Presented  at  the  Organization  Meeting  of  the 
Vocational  Guidance  Association,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich..  October  21-24, 
1013,  Education  Bulletin  14,  1914,  reprint — Covering  the  social,  economic,  prac- 
tical, scientific,  and  professional  phases  of  vocational  guidance — Vocational 
guidance  In  the  public  school  system,  etc.   Price,  10<J. 

Education  for  the  Uomc,  Part  2,  The  States  and  Education  for  tlie  Home — 
Rural  Schools — Elementary  Schools — High  Schools — Normal  Schools — Tech- 
nical Institutes— Various  Agencies  and  Organ Iznt Ions,  Education  Bureau  Bulle- 
tin 37,  1914,  reprint — Relates  to  the  teaching  of  domestic  science  and  tlie  house- 
hold arts,  with  courses  of  studies,  methods,  etc.   Price,  30<^. 

Education  for  the  Home,  Part  3,  Colleges  and  Universities,  Education  Bureau 
Bulletin  38,  1914,  reprint —Relating  to  domestic  science,  and  the  household  arts, 
with  courses  of  studies,  niethmls,  etc.   Price,  25^. 

Civic  Education  in  Elementary  Schools  as  Illusti'ated  In  Indianapolis,  Educa- 
tion Bureau  Bulletin  17,  1915,  reprint— Covering  the  course  of  study,  Illustra- 
tive suggestions  to  civic  teadiers,  type  of  lessons,  etc.  Price,  5^. 


Separate  Advertisiiig  Hatter  for  Comnls. 

Consul  Rufus  Fleming,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  suggests :  "  It  is 
advisable  that  manufacturers  and  exporters,  in  writing  to  consular 
officers  for  the  purpose  of  getting  trade  connections,  should  always 
send  separate  printed  matter,  as  lists  of  goods,  descriptions,  illustra- 
tions, etc.,  printed  on  any  part  of  their  letter  paper  can  not  be  fully 
utilized.** 
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APPLE  IMDUSTHT  OP  PACIEIO  HOBTHWEST. 

[Commercial  Agent  W.  B.  Henderson,  Seattle,  Oct  27.] 


The  production  of  apples  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  for  1914  and 
1915,  with  the  figures  for  the  latter  year  estimated,  may  be  stated  as: 


state. 

m* 

1915 

Bont. 
8,300,000 
3,600,000 
1,700,000 
OOD.OOD 

Bout. 
7,092,010 
S,  403, 000 
1,708,000 
1,036,080 

U,  500, 000 

Three  boxes  of  apples  are  equal  to  one  barrel. 
IhiB  Season's  Shipments. 

It  will  be  understood,  of  course,  that  the  crop  is  only  65  to  75  per 
cent  moved  and  many  of  the  details  regarding  the  shipment,  the 
price,  and  the  markets  are  matters  merely  of  conjecture.  However, 
the  figures  given  herein  are  reasonably  correct. 
.  The  Lest  authorities  place  the  apple  shipments  of  the  present  season 
out  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  at  G.OOO  cars,  which  will  average  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $1.10  to  $1.25  per  box,  f.  o-  b.  shipping  point— not, 
however,  net  to  the  grower,  to  whom  the  price  would  be  about  $0.15 
per  box  less. 

Apples  exported  to  Europe  from  this  section  have  been  and  will 
be  this  season  very  limited  in  amount.  One  of  the  largest  fruit  asso- 
ciations estimates  that  ujp  to  the  present  time  it  has  exported  onl^ 
seven  cars  to  Europe.  About  1,200  cars  are  expected  to  go  from  this 
section  direct  to  New  York  and  some  200  cars  have  passed  through 
^tdcane  for  local  and  export  trade. 
Exports  of  Apples  from  Washington  Customs  District. 

The  exports  of  ajjples  from  the  Washington  customs  district,  by 
months,  for  liH4  and  for  191.")  up  to  the  end  of  September,  with  some 
few  sliipments  in  October,  appear  in  the  following  table : 


1014 

lOlS 

Uontb. 

Aver- 

Aver- 

BqttcIs. 

Value. 

age  por 

Barrets. 

V^ue. 

age  par 

barrel. 

baireL 

5,279 

».33 

8,728 

$19,019 

S2.25 

6,7S> 

27,r.l5 

4.07 

11,503 

24,304 

2.11 

6,0S3 

25.390 

4.  lii 

10,4112 

19,096 

1.88 

2,142 

10.022 

4.  OS 

3. 7S9 

S.414 

2.23 

0.470 

5. 14 

3,130 

10,037 

3.31 

1.0.S3 

2,r>2« 

2. 42 

119 

432 

3.«3 

1.73". 

6,370 

3.69 

073 

2,043 

3.01 

3,  tKi:| 

10,500 

2.89 

1,0S9 

3,426 

3.21 

13.  m 

3*t,014 

2.fi5 

12,S3S 

33,083 

2.68 

48,290 

2.fil 

ol.OOi 

D3,271 

3.3S 

23,  MO 

£0, 1S7 

2.10 

•ji,m 

2.  £4 

o Partial  figures. 


The  distribution  of  the  exports  so  far  from  the  Washington  cus- 
toms district,  as  shown  by  the  customs  officers'  figures  here,  has  been: 
To  British  Columbia,  14,078  barrels,  valued  at  $35,910;  Hongkong, 
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56  barrels,  valne  $249;  China,  250  barrels,  value  $1,203;  and  to  the 
Philippines,  618  barrels,  value  $2,219.  It  will  be  noted  that  this 
statement  does  not  take  into  consideration  exports  to  European 
countnes.  Such  shipments  go  principally  by  rail  and  to  some  extent, 
perhaps,  through  the  Panama  Canal  to  New  York  and  find  their  way 
to  foreign  buyers  through  that  port. 


"EBOOBLAin)"  HESOES  HABS  TO  LOCATE. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Kedfield  is  having  considerable  difficulty 
in  locating  several  members  of  the  former  crew  of  the  American 
steamer  Kroonland,  of  the  Ked  Star  Line,  in  order  to  present  to 
them  the  medals  authorized  by  Congress  in  its  resolution  approved 
March  10,  1914.  There  remain  at  the  present  time  16  medus  to  be 
presented  to  officers  and  crew  who  have  not  vet  been  found. 

On  the  9th  and  10th  of  October,  1913,  the  ICroonland  went  to  the 
assistance  of  the  burning  steamer  Voltumo,  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Ocean,  and  succeeded  in  rescuing  89  persons.  For  their  gallant 
work  the  Kroonlan^s  officers  and  crew  received  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress, and  $1,000  was  appropriated  by  the  above-mentioned  resolu- 
tion for  the  purchase  or  a  solid  gold  watch  and  chain  for  Capt 
Paul  H.  Kreibohm  and  5  gold,  5  silver,  and  29  bronze  medals  for  the 
other  officers  and  the  crew.  Secretary  Bedheld  was  authorized  and 
directed  to  purchase  the  watch  and  medals  and  to  present  them. 

Accompanied  by  Supervising  Inspector  General  Uhler,  of  the 
Steamboat-Inspection  Service,  and  Chief  Clerk  Havenner,  of  the 
Department,  Secretary  Redfield  went  to  New  York  on  January  9, 
1915,  and  presented  the  watch  and  chain  to  Capt.  Kreibohm,  and 
medals  to  0  of  the  officers  and  crew,  the  only  ones  who  could  be 
located  at  that  time  after  diligent  seai*ch  and  numerous  inquiries. 
Since  then  14  others  have  been  found  and  have  received  their 
medals.  The  difficulty  experienced  in  locating  the  brave  men  to 
whom  the  medals  were  awarded  is  illustrated  in  that  one  medal 
was  delivered  in  London,  England,  while  the  recipient  of  another 
was  found  in  the  Belgian  Army.  The  16  to  whom  medals  remain  to 
be  delivered  are : 

Frank  Von  Hymmen.        Ilolnrieh  Schaub.  Petrus  Stobbelaar, 

Alexander  Sandllomls.      Henri  Gucllnckx.  Gustnv  Kbling. 

Helke  M.  P.  Janssen.        Emil  Bdhrae.  Alphons  Itoli. 

Gerard   Frana   Borren-  Doslr6    Auguste    Coop-  August  Fricdrlch  Reck- 

bevR.  man.  sUgel. 

In^lf  Loode.  Ernst  Benocke. 

Franz  Qnednan.  L^d  Goppens. 

The  United  States  shipping  commissioner  at  New  York  City  and 
the  manager  of  the  International  Mercantile  Marine  Co.^  New  York 
City,  are  cooperating  with  the  Department  of  Commerce  m  the  effort 
to  find  these  men. 


Sheffield  (England)  University  is  starting  a  glass  making  research 
department,  with  classes  at  the  university  and  at  Castleford,  Knot- 
tii^ly,  Banisley,  and  Wexborough.  The  8,000  glassworkers  in  York- 
shire who,  prior  to  the  war,  were  turning  out  only  cheap  glass  bottles, 
are  taking  up  fine  glassware  production. 
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FERE&KK  TK&BE  OF  THE  FHHIFFIlfES. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manllit,  Sept.  8.1 

Tliere  has  been  in  recent  yeai"S  a  considerable  and  significant  change 
in  the  character  of  the  firearms  owned  by  residents  of  the  Philippine 
Islands.  In  the  earlier  years  of  American  occupation  the  preponder- 
ance of  arms  for  defense,  such  as  revolvers,  was  noticeable,  whereas 
more  recently  sporting  goods,  such  as  shotguns  and  rifles,  ^ave  out- 
numbered weapons  of  defense. 

Deer  and  wild  hog  furnish  hunting  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  to 
those  who  among  sportsmen  are  denominated  "  pothunterpi"  while 
the  wild  carabao  and  timarau  olfer  attractions  to  those  who  are  drawn 
to  the  sport  by  the  excitement  of  it.  The  islands  also  have  their  duck 
and  snipe  seasons.  Snipe  hatched  in  Siberia  and  the  north  of  Asia 
winter  in  the  Philippines,  and  during  the  season  the  sport  attracts 
throngs  of  hunters  and  furnishes  a  market  for  a  large  number  of 
shotguns  and  ammunition.  The  duck  season,  that  is,  for  migratory 
duc^,  which  also  cross  the  China  sea  to  winter  in  the  Philippines, 
corresponds  in  general  with  that  for  snipe.  In  the  lake  and  lagoon 
areas  near  Manila  sportsmen  find  good  duck  shooting,  as  a  rule,  U'om 
October  to  January. 

Besides  the  sport  of  field  hunting,  considerable  interest  in  trap 
shooting  is  maintained  in  Manila  by  two  thriving  gun  clubs,  the 
Cosmopolitan  and  El  Tiro  al  Il!nnco,  whose  pei'iodic  shoots  attract 
large  crowds  and  are  regarded  as  important  events  in  the  social  life 
of  the  city.  These  clubs  are  made  up  of  Europeans,  Filipinos,  and 
Americans,  and  count  among  tlieir  members  some  good  marl^men. 

Value  ot  Imports. 

Firearms  and  ammunition  ai'e  handled  in  Manila  nearlv  altogether 
bv  die  houses  that  handle  athletic  and  sporting  goods,  although  one 
jiwelry  house  carries  them  as  a  side  line.  The  local  dealers  are 
Squires,  Bingham  &  Co..  Erlanger  &  Gallinger  (both  American 
firms),  C.  Alkun  (French),  and  Alfredo  Koensch  &  Co.  (German). 

At  present  practically  all  the  firearms  imported  are  of  American 
manufacture,  as  the  following  statement  of  the  island  purchase's  for 
the  past  two  years  discloses: 


Firearms  and  anunuDiUon. 

1913 

1014 

Total. 

From 
United 
States. 

Total. 

From 
United 
St&tas. 

S41,822 

CO, 

16.  ni 

4SL',4-I0 

ic4.  m 

319,376 
4,234 

S41,634 

60, 3W) 
13,243 
483, 440 
154,  lOS 
319, 376 
2,0^0 

r,455 
30,412 
10,812 
222,128 

230, ise 

109,199 
5,412 

ST,  368 
30,097 
0,93S 
222,138 
229,845 

100,  in 

3,»4 

fchot  

Only  in  shot  does  the  United  States  meet  with  any  material  com- 
petition, Germany  supplying  $2,128  worth  in  1913  and  $1,912  worth 
in  1914. 


Calcium  chloride  as  a  bv-product  of  salt  making  in  the  United 
States  totaled  19,403  tons,  worth  $121,766  in  1914. 
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BABBES-SUFPIT  BUSinESS  AT  HOHaKOHe. 

[CoDsnl  Geoorol  George  E.  AodersoQ,  Hongkong.  Sept.  8.] 

The  barber  business  has  been  completely  revolutionized  in  Hong- 
kong in  the  past  three  years  and  most  of  the  change  has  been  directly 
to  the  benefit  of  trade  in  .^nerican  barber  supplies.  As  indicated 
in  previous  reports  from  this  consulate  general  on  the  subject,  the 
great  change  in  the  business  came  about  four  years  ago,  following 
the  revolution  in  China,  as  a  result  of  which  the  queue  was  discarded 
by  the  ^eat  mass  of  Chinese  in  Hongkong  and  the  treaty  ports,  as 
well  as  m  much  of  the  interior  of  China.  American-trained  Chinese 
barbers,  however,  also  have  had  much  to  do  with  the  change  and  are 
respondble  for  the  particular  trend  toward  American  supplies  at 
present. 

Previous  to  the  revolution  and  to  the  change  in  style  of  hairdress 
worn  by  Chinese,  the  great  mass  of  Chinese  were  served  by  itinerant 
barbers  plying  their  vocation,  with  a  stool,  a  basin,  a  few  utensils, 
Chinese  razors,  and  Chinese  scissors.  With  the  revolution  came 
a  demand  for  mere  fixed  barber  establishments  and  a  large  numljer 
of  native  sliops  were  instituted  in  which  native  chairs  were  used,  with 
some  attempt  to  imitate  foreign-style  shops,  and  with  some  use  of 
foreign  supplies.  The  well-to-do  Chinese  frequented  foreign-style 
shops,  which  are  largely  European  in  style  and  equipment  and  which 
used  European  supplies  almost  entirely.  As  a  result  of  activity 
of  American  manufacturers  some  American  supplies  were  sold  in 
this  field,  however,  and  a  few  American  chairs  were  introduced. 

Ameriean-Traliied  GUnese  Set  the  Pace. 

About  three  years  ago  a  Chinaman  who  had  long  been  a  resident 
of  Sacramento,  Cal.,  and  who  had  graduated  from  an  American 
school  for  barbers,  came  to  Hongkong,  bringing  with  him  an  outfit 
of  American  chairs  and  barber's  supplies  nnd  implements,  with 
which  he  set  up  a  modest  shop  on  the  principal  thoroughfare  of 
Hongkong.  He  employed  native  barbers  and  commenced  to  train 
them  in  American  styles  and  American  methods  and  attracted  a  good 
trade.  Two  Chinese  barbers  also  retuimed  to  Hongkong  from  Hono- 
lulu, and  between  them  these  two  shops  set  the  pace  for  all  others 
and  have  forced  the  introduction  of  American  chairs  and  equipment 
and  the  increasing  use  of  American  supplies  in  many  shops.  Native 
barbers  have  been  given  special  training  along  American  lines  and 
the  whole  tendency  of  the  progressive  portion  of  the  business  or  call- 
ing in  Hongkong  is  American. 

Chairs  and  equipment  so  far  introduced  have  been  imported  direct. 
Just  at  present,  as  a  result  of  general  depression  due  to  the  war  and 
the  absence  of  a  large  portion  of  the  normal  foreign  population  of 
Hongkong,  little  is  being  done  in  the  way  of  further  expansion.  The 
prospects  of  the  trade,  nowever,  are  distinctly  favorable  to  Ameri- 
can manufacturers.  The  new  style  shops  are  being  patronized  more 
and  more  generally  by  high-class  Chinese  people  while  the  only 
reason  they  are  not  patronized  by  all  the  Chmese  population  is  the 
scale  of  charges  which  approximates  that  maintained  in  most  Ameri- 
can cities.  Most  supplies  in  the  way  of  disinfectants,  cosmetics,  per- 
fumery, and  the  like  are  now  bought  locally  through  importing  drug 
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concerns.  With  the  resumption  of  normal  trade  conditions  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  it  is  likely  that  a  firm  making  a  specialty  of  American 
barber  furniture  and  supplies  can  build  up  a  good  and  permanent 
trade. 


SEFTEUBER  TRABE  BT  FRUTCIFAI  ABTICLEa 

A  new  export  level  of  $300,000,000,  reached  for  the  first  time  in 
September,  1915,  gives  special  interest  to  the  statistics  of  foreign 
trade  for  that  month,  just  published.  To  enable  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce,  to  com- 
ply with  the  numerous  requests  for  advance  information  as  to  the 
articles  malcing  up  that  trade,  the  following  condensation  of  tables 
shortly  to  appear  m  the  "  Summary  of  Foreign  Commerce"  for  Sep- 
tember has  been  prepared. 


Aitlclee  and  classes  exported. 


8opt«mber- 


1914 


19U 


9  months  flodlng  Septent- 
ber— 


1914 


Agricultural  implements , 
ADimaLs: 

Cattle  

Horses  

Wules  

Brls*:  and  manuficluros.. 

BreaiKtufTs  

Ciirria::ei: 

Aii'.omobiles  


rhoiniciii5,  dnipi,  etc  , 

Copper  and  manilliactutos .... 

Cottrt'i: 

ItaiT  , 

kliiiiutiiclnrtHl  

Klrclrical  machinery,  etc  

ExpllhijVG?  

Fiber  iijaniifacliires  

Fisii  and  Rsh  products  

Fruits  and  mit-i  , 

Rtlblxsr  eoiids  

Iron  and  steel  manufAclures., 

Leather  bools  and  sho.'S  , 

T.citlhcr  man ufac lures,  otbcr . 
Mc;its  


Dairy  producls  

Niival  stores  

Oilcake  and  oilcake  mral  

Oils: 

Mineral  

Vefietable  

Fatnls,  colors,  and  varnish  

Taper  and  inaniifQClures  of  

l'l;()ro(;rapliic  ROtKls  

Siipir,  refined  

Tul'aceo  manufactures  

Toli:!CL'o,  raw  

■^Voo^l,  lumber,  and  other  manufactures. 

Wool  maiiutacluros  

Zinc  manufactures  


$700,000 

100,000 
1,000.000 


400,000 
46, 400,000 

1, 100,000 
600,000 
?,  400, 000 
5,1)00,000 

K,  '(in.  n-v 

1,.  Il  l, (100 
Tui.'lOO 
,'i"'.i>00 
M;'t,iiO0 

12.:m'  iiOO 

1,  :'.iui,(ioo 

2,  :;i>i,  iOO 
10,'!n,»» 

.JH 

;."-,<00 

).00,000 
Clio,  (100 

200,  (KW 
3,SO0.«00 
S00.000 

3,  TOT),  000 
4,000.003 

400.000 


91,100,000 

:oo,ooo 

8,000.000 
2. 000. COO 
5,200,1)00 
30,000,000 

10,  TOO,  con 

2,100,000 
8,400,000 
9,  COO,  00} 

.s,(V'j),(ioo 
?. '!iXI,(IOO 
1-1,  fM,ilO0 

m,(O0 
I.  !(;,!, iCKl 
:.i,MM,(00 
i.loo 

,^,,"j>f>,(.eo 

■1.  100,000 

1,21W,(«0 
i  01, 1 00 
3,200,(00 

12,400,000 

i,i>oa,ooo 

tGO.000 
2,100,000 

coo,  000 
3,600,000 

TOO. 000 
fl,  000.000 
5,.100.t»'J 
?,  500, 000 
3.300,000 


920,600  000 

£00.000 
3,100.000 

400.000 
4,1(10,000 
172,800,000 

22,700.000 
9,  COO, 000 
20, 200,001 
05,000,000 

r42,200,om 

34, 100.00) 
IS,  200,000 
4  WO.  000 
8,200  000 

e. GOO, 000 

16.300.000 

8.t:oti,oua 
isa.i'Ou.ooo 

12.400.000 
38,700.000 

vi.~no.im 
2,  foil,  no's 
la.soo.Loo 

11,!; 00, 000 

!Os,a)o,noo 
u.zoo.m 

,'..:W,000 
1.'^  .00,000 
(■,.00.000 
fi.sOO.OOO 
.'1,400,000 
32,  .'00,  COO 
(;.-.,  :!00, 000 
o,  .'.00,  (100 
3,200,000 


TolaI,iacIudIugarUcle3notoniuncrated...  1SS,100,0K)   300^nM,000  1,467,400,000  3,S32,G00,0» 


Frlntlpal  Articles  Imported. 

Increased  arrivals  of  raw  materials  and  diminished  purchases  of 
manufactures  are  the  leading  facts  disclosed  by  an  examination  of 
the  import  statistics  for  September,  1915.  The  following  table, 
prepar&d  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  shows 
the  principal  articles  and  groups  of  articles  imported  during  Sep- 
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tember  and  the  nine  months  ending  with  September,  compared  with 
correspontUng  periods  of  earlier  years: 


ArtlclM  and  dasses  Imported. 

S^tamber— 

0  montha  ending  Soptam- 
bcr— 

1914 

iin6 

1914 

1915 

±11  wi  rMvi 

^ftn  nnn 

If  OUU'  vM 

JW,  UUU 

V,  CW.  UUU 

1  f^nn  lYvi 

^«>>  t-xf-J.  UUU 

U   iJVk  ^Wl 

a,  UUU  UUU 

fi  l/Vl  fWl 
o* luU| UUU 

iVWr  UUU 

oo,^UU-UUO 

10, bUU, UUU 

lo,  lAJU,  UW 

oUU,UUU 

800,000 

1  4^00  000 

Mi  wi  mn 

.kU,  iHJU,  UUU 

Coilon: 

£00  000 

V&oo'ooo 

<0,  ILU,  lAAl 

UUU,  UUVJ 

1  inn  nnf\ 

t    C/V)  fW\ 

iV) fUU,  UUU 

lU,  vUU,  UUI 

If  1UU|  uUv 

9  onn  ivn 

40,ruU,Ui]U 

l<UU,  UAJ 

hUv,  UUU 

T  rem  (Wi 

flfUUI^UUU 

0,  wU,UUU 

OUUf  UUU 

in  Tim  nnn 

U|  iUUf  UUU 

7  inn  iVM 

f  f  lUUfUUU 

Ffben: 
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TINNED  PINEAPPLES  IN  THE  BAHAMAS. 

[CohbuI  W.  p.  Doty,  Kaasao,  New  ProvWence,  Oct  27.] 


An  American  corporation  operates  a  factory  at  Nassau  whose  out- 
put of  tinned  pineapples  during  the  first  5  years  has  been  as  follows: 


Year. 

Cases. 

Value. 

43,041 
29,533 
27,5*1 
31,192 
33,070 

144.971 

33,074 
25, 101 
30,233 

The  local  supply  of  pineapples  being  insufficient,  the  company  im- 

Sorted  from  Cuba  3,315  dozen  in  1914,  as  comi)ared  with  31.8()2 
ozen  the  previous  year.  Pineapple  culture  in  the  Bahamas  is  being 
revived. 
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OANADIAH  FSOBirCTZOir  OF  SALT. 

[Congnl  O.  Gaylord  Uarsb,  detailed  as  Tlce  coosol,  Ottawa,  Canada,  Sept  20.] 

Salt  is  found  in  the  natural  state  in  some  form  in  nearly  all  parts 
of  Canada,  but  the  only  deposits  of  present  industrial  and  commercial 
value  lie  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  Province  of  Ontario.  Nu- 
merous saline  mineral  springs  are  known  to  occur  in  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick,  and  Quebec,  but  all  attempts  to  manufacture  salt 
from  these  springs  on  a  commercial  scale  have  been  abandoned.  Ex- 
ploration in  these  Provinces  has  not  disclosed  deposits  of  salt.  Saline 
mineral  springs  occur  also  in  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  Alberta, 
Northwest  Territories,  and  British  Columbia,  but  they  are  of  uncer- 
tain industrial  and  commercial  importance.  Borings  in  the  west  have 
encountered  brines,  rock  salt,  and  salt  formations,  out  these  have  not 
been  exploited. 

Table,  Dairy,  and  Packing  Salt. 

The  several  plants  in  operation  in  the  Ontario  salt  regi<Hi  produce 
principally  table,  dairy,  and  packing  salt.  One  plant  is  now  produc- 
ing caustic  soda  and  bleaching  powder  from  sodium  chlorine  in  the 
form  of  brine,  but  the  allied  mdustries  using  salt,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  as  a  raw  material  have  not  been  developed  to  any  con- 
siderable extent. 

Canada  produces  about  41  per  cent  of  the  salt  consumed  in  the 
Dominion,  the  balance  being  imported  principally  for  the  use  of  the 
coast  Provinces  and  the  fisheries.  The  annual  production  has  shown 
a  small  but  steady  increase  during  the  past  10  veal's,  the  production 
for  1914  being  107,138  tons.  The  avera^  number  oi  men  employed 
in  the  salt  indust^  in  1913  was  251,  receiving  a  total  wage  of  $178486- 

The  imports  of  salt  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915.  were 
valued  at  $517,610.  Of  this  amount  $237,589  worth  came  from  Great 
Britain,  $222,245  from  the  United  States,  $21,153  from  the  British 
West  Indies,  $25,645  from  Spain,  and  $10,557  from  other  countries. 
For  the  same  period  the  exports  of  Canadian  salt  amounted  to  only 
$5,509. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson.  Kingston,  Ontario,  Sept  21.] 
Ontario's  Beds  of  Salt  Vary  In  Ttilckness. 

Ontario  salt  is  obtained  by  the  evaporation  of  brine,  which  has 
leached  out  of  rock  salt  from  beds  which  occur  in  that  part  of  the 
Province  bordering  on  Lake  Huron,  the  St.  Clair  River,  Lake  St 
Clair,  and  the  Detroit  River.  The  salt  area  in  Canada  is  about  3,000 
square  miles.  The  beds  are  known  to  vary  in  thickness.  In  some 
wells  the^  occur  in  thin  beds  interstratified  with  dolomite  and  shale; 
the  combined  thicltness  of  all  these  beds  varying  from  100  to  200 
feet.  In  other  localities,  as  at  Windsor,  the  salt  beds  are  of  great 
thickness,  one  alone  being  200  feet  thick.  The  average  depth  at 
which  the  salt  is  found  is  more  than  1,000  feet.  There  is  a  gradual 
increase  in  dei>th  as  one  goes  farther  south. 

The  production  from  a  few  wells  has  hitherto  been  sufficient  to 
supply  the  home  demand.  The  southeast  boundary  of  the  salt  area  is 
unknown,  as  no  drill  records  are  obtainable  from  the  district  along 
the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  between  St.  Thomas  and  Chatham. 

Discovery  of  salt  in  Ontario  dates  back  to  1866.  In  that  year  the 
oil  excitement  was  at  its  height  in  western  Ontario  on  account  of  tiie 
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discovery  of  wells  in  the  United  States.  A  company  was  formed  at 
Goderich  with  the  object  of  drilling  for  oil.  This  company,  with  a 
small  capital,  commenced  drilling  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Maitland 
River. 

Enterprise  Abandoned  Temporarily. 

Through  a  series  of  layers  of  grayish  limestone  of  varying  hard- 
ness a  depth  of  68()  feet  was  reached  without  encountering  any  signs 
of  oil,  a,ijd  the  stocldiolders  decided  to  abandon  the  enterprise.  One 
of  the  men  interested,  however,  decided  to  continue  drilling  at  his 
own  expense,  especially  since  the  county  council  had  offered  a  bonus 
of  $1,000  and  the  city  a  bonus  of  $500,  provided  drilling  was  con? 
tinned  to  a  depth  of  1,000  feet.  His  efforts  were  amply  rewarded, 
for  at  a  depth  of  964  feet  from  the  collar  of  the  hole  he  encountered 
a  solid  bed  of  rock  salt,  into  which  he  bored  for  a  distance  of  60  feet, 
thus  completing  1,000  feet  and  securing  the  bonuses. 

The  shareholders  who  had  previously  abandoned  the  work  desired 
to  be  allowed  to  pay  up  their  assessments  and  were  allowed  to  do  so. 
The  capital  of  the  company  was  increased  from  $10,000  to  $14,000, 
and  in  September,  1866,  pumping  commenced.  The  total  capacity  oi 
the  plant  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  100  barrels  per  day.  The  salt 
produced  found  a  ready  market,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  fii*st  year's 
operations  the  profits  were  considerable,  dividends  totaling  51  per 
cent. 

The  price  then  obtained  for  the  salt  was  $1.25  per  barrel  at  the 

works.  There  are  now  12  plants  operated  in  the  Ontario  region  for 
the  production  of  salt,  in  all  of  which  the  method  of  evaporating  the 
brine  is  employed.  Up-to-date  macliinery  {mostly  American)  is  now 
installed  at  all  of  the  works,  and  the  plants  compare  favorably  with 
those  in  the  United  States.  > 


AMEEICA3T  SAWMHUirG  IN  THE' BAHAMAS.      '  ' 

[Consul  W.  F.  Doty,  Nassaa,  New  Providence,  Oct.  27.1 

The  Bahamas  Timber  Co.  (Ltd.)  (American),  having  a  lumber 
mill  and  ice  plant  at  Wilson  City,  Abaco,  milled  nearly  7,000,000 
feet  of  yellow  pine  during  the  calendar  year  1914,  a  smaller  amount 
than  usual.  Most  of  this  pine  was  exported  to  Cuba.  The  company 
also  made  1,293  tons  of  ice  during  the  same  period,  mostly  for  Nas- 
sau. The  amount  paid  to  labor,  American  and  local,  amounted  to 
$107,140. 

Crown  timber  lands  in  the  Bahamas  estimated  at  2,434,061  board 
feet  remain  ungranted.  On  the  island  of  New  Providence  there  is 
an  area  of  about  7  square  miles  and  at  Cocoa  Plum  Creek,  Abaco,  an- 
other of  about  21  square  miles  bearing  yellow-pine  trees.  Conces- 
sions for  grants  to  cut  this  timber  should  be  made  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Nassau.  The  Bahamas  Government  is  not  disposed  to 
sell  ^all  tracts  except  for  building  purposes. 


A  considerable  purchase  of  American  wire  nails  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  American  gongs,  with  the  likelihood  of  increased  sales  of 
American  glue  and  high-grade  shirts  and  collars,  are  among  the 
results  of  the  trade-extension  efforts  of  the  Dunfermline  (Scotland) 
consulate  during  the  past  quarter. 
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SPOBTINQ  aoOHS  ON  THE  ISTEHITS  OF  PAJTAMA. 

[Consul  General  Alban  G.  Snyder,  Panama  Clt;,  Oct  11.1 

A  large  amount  of  sporting  goods  of  various  classes  is  used  on  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama  each  year,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  as  time  passes  and  conditions  become  more  settled  quite  a  notice- 
able increase  in  many  of  these  lines  will  follow.  For  the  purposes 
of  this  report  the  "  Isthmus  "  is  taken  to  mean  the  Canal  Zone  and 
the  cities  of  Panama  and  Colon.  Outside  of  this  section  little  sports 
equipment  is  used  and  tliere  is  not  likely  to  be  any  greatly  increased 
demand  in  the  near  future. 

Baseball  the  Kost  Fopvlar  Bport. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  construction  days  of  the  canal  baseball 
has  proved  the  most  popular  sport  on  the  Isthmus.  Even  in  the 
early  days  Panama  and  Colon  had  fairly  good  teams  which  played 
games  with  visiting  American  warships.  Shortly  after  construction 
work  began  on  the  canal  a  baseball  league  was  organized,  composed 
of  clubs  from  the  terminal  points  and  towns  along  the  line,  and  this 
league  has  continued  with  varying  degrees  of  success  ever  since. 

When  the  towns  along  the  line  were  abolished  about  a  year  ago 
it  was  thought  that  the  old  baseball  days  were  over.  However, 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  various  United  States  Army  regiments  in- 
terest was  revived,  and  last  season  the  Isthmian  League  was  reorgan- 
ized with  eight  clubs  to  play  for  the  governor's  pennant.  This  league 
was  composed  of  teams  .from  Balboa  and  Administration  on  the 
Pacific  side,  Lincoln  House  and  Cristobal  on  the  Atlantic  side,  and 
the  Fifth  Infantry,  Tenth  Infantry,  Fort  Amador,  and  Corozal. 
The  season  which  ended  last  May  with  Balboa  winningthe  pennant 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  Isthmian  baseball.  There  is  now 
talk  of  a  12-club  league  for  next  season,  composed  of  six  civilian  and 
six  Army  teams,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  league  be  divided 
into  two  sections,  the  winners  in  each  playing  a  series  of  games  for 
the  championship. 

Baseball  is  confined  largely  to  the  American  element  on  the  canal, 
but  it  has  also  taken  considerable  hold  cm  the  natives,  and  scores  of 
children  are  seen  playing  ball  on  every  available  spot  in  the  city 
limits.  The  National  Institute  of  Panama  has  a  team,  and  several 
prominent  stores  have  organized  and  equipped  teams  at  their  own 
expense  which  play  under  the  names  of  these  firms. 
TemUs  Banks  Second  in  Fopnlarl^. 

Next  to  baseball,  tennis  is  probably  the  most  popular  game  on  the 
Isthmus.  "While  the  active  season  is  about  the  same  as  for  baseball — 
from  January  1  to  June  1 — still,  unlike  baseball,  it  can  be  played 
and  is  played  the  year  round. 

The  Isthmian  Tennis  Association  is  an  organization  consisting  of 
eight  clubs,  with  an  active  membership  of  75  to  100.  In  addition  to 
the  association  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  owns  several 
courts,  bringingthe  number  of  those  playing  tennis  up  to  between 
160  and  200.  The  association  holds  five  monthly  tournaments  in 
singles  and  doubles,  in  which  only  representatives  of  each  club  can 
enter,  and  five  large  tournaments  open  to  all  are  also  held.  Twenty 
gold  medals  are  given  each  year,  valued  at  $90  to  $100. 
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The  association  orders  tennis  goods  for  its  members  direct  from 
the  United  States.  The  climate  h^^  is  naturally  hard  on  tennis 
rackets,  and  up  to  about  a  year  ago  considerable  business  was  done 
in  shipping  rackets  to  the  States  for  restringing.  Now,  however, 
nearly  every  member  of  the  association  restrings  his  own  rackets,  and 
does  it  as  well  as  it  can  be  done  in  the  factory,  and  the  principal  busi- 
ness in  this  connection  at  present  is  in  the  purchase  of  gut  for  this 
pui^Kise. ' 

Pootball,  ^sket  Ball,  Cricket,  and  OoU. 

Football  was  started  here  several  months  ago  and  a  few  games 
played,  but  it  is  hardly  reasonable  to  expect  such  a  violent  form  of 
exercise  to  gain  much  headwav  in  this  climate. 

Basket  ball  and  indoor  baseball  are  played  during  the  rainy  season 
in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  clubhouses  on  the  Canal 
Zone,  the  season  lasting  from  June  1  to  December  31.  Most  of  these 
clubhouses  also  have  bowling  alleys,  on  which  tournaments  are  held 
from  time  to  time.  AU  supplies  are  ordered  direct  from  the  United 
States. 

Crickfet  forms  the  chief  amusement  of  the  large  West  Indian 
colored  element  on  the  Isthmus^  and  huge  crowds  attend  these  games 
on  Sundays  and  holidays.  Cricket  supplies  are  ordered  from  Eng- 
land direct  as  a  general  rule,  although  a  few  houses  in  Panama 
handle  them  to  a  small  extent.  Few,  if  any,  of  these  supplies  come 
from  the  United  States. 

Lack  of  interest  and  the  difficulty  in  this  country  of  constructing 
a  suitable  ^olf  course  and  keeping  it  in  proper  condition  have  all 
worked  against  this  game  and  prevented  its  being  taken  up  on  the 
Isthmus.  Since  the  arrival  oi  the  Army  continent  talk  of  con- 
structing a  course  has  been  revived,  and  somethmg  definite  may 
result  therefrom  in  the  near  future. 

KotorcyoUng,  Biding,  and  Hunting. 

Up  to  a  short  time  ago  little  motorcycling  was  done  and  there 
were  only  a  very  few  motorcycles  on  the  Isthmus.  An  added  in- 
terest was  given  to  this  form  of  amusement  a  few  months  ago  by 
the  organization  of  the  Canal  Zone  Motorcycle  Club,  with  head- 
quarters at  Ancon,  C.  Z.  This  club  is  growing  rapidly  and  the  mem- 
Ders  seem  to  take  an  active  interest  in  its  success.  As  employees  of 
the  Panama  Canal  get  their  merchandise  in  free  of  duty  and  at 
greatly  reduced  freight  rates,  the  members  all  order  their  machines 
direct  from  the  United  States. 

Only  a  few  people  own  saddle  horses  in  Panama,  and  this  form 
of  exercise  has  never  been  indulged  in  to  any  great  extent,  being 
confined  chiefly  to  canal  employees  (such  as  the  mounted  police)  who 
find  it  necessaiT  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

While  it  is  claimed  that  there  is  excellent  deer,  alligator,  and  bird 
shooting  in  the  interior  of  Panama,  the  nature  of  the  country  and 
the  hard^ips  to  be  encountered  are  against  its  ever  becoming  very 
popular  as  a  recreation.  However,  two  gun  clubs  were  organized 
on  the  Isthmus  a  few  months  a^o — the  Balboa  Gun  Club  at  Balboa 
and  the  Isthmian  Trap  and  Kilie  Club  at  Cristobal.  These  clubs 
have  a  membersliip  numbering  between  40  and  50  and  give  promise 
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of  becoming  very  popular.  Some  fair  scores  have  been  made  and  a 
large  amount  of  ammmiition  used. 

As  far  as  shotguns  are  concerned,  however,  only  the  cheaper 
grades  of  repeating  and  double-barreled  guns  are  carried  in  stock 
by  local  dealers,  and  consequently  a  fair  opportunity  should  exist 
for  selling  good-grade  guns  to  the  club  members.  Certainly  the 
formation  of  these  clubs  will  produce  a  demand  for  ammunition 
such  as  has  never  existed  in  this  section  before.  , 

risUnc  and  Taohtlag. 

There  is  good  fishing  in  the  Bay  of  Panama,  but  up  to  the  present 
time  this  sport  has  never  been  indulged  in  as  a  pastime  to  any 
great  extent  by  Americans  or  the  better  class  of  Panamanians.  Such 
fishing  as  has  been  done  has  been  carried  on  almost  wholly  by  the 
lower-class  natives,  who  simply  fish  for  the  market,  usin^  nets  or 
the  crudest  kind  of  hand  lines.  Tackle  to  meet  these  simple  re-^ 
quirements  is  carried  in  stock  by  the  local  hardware  dealers. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  Gatun  Spillway  some  very  fine  tarpon 
fishing  has  developed  at  that  place.  People  with  experience  in  this 
kind  of  fishing  claim  that  it  will  eventuaHy  rival  the  famous  tarpon 
fishing  of  Florida.  There  has  been  some  talk  of  organizing  a  tarpon 
club,  and  if  it  should  materialize  a  demand  for  good  fishmg  tackle 
will  doubtless  follow. 

There  are  splendid  opportunities  for  motor  boating  and  yachting 
in  and  around  the  Bay  of  Panama,  but  up  to  the  present  time  little 
interest  has  been  taken  in  the  matter.  The  Balboa  Yacht  Club  has 
been  organized  in  the  last  few  weeks,  and  a  meeting  called  to  ascer- 
tain the  names  of  those  desiring  to  purchase  motor  boats,  yachts, 
and  canoes.  It  is  proposed  to  adopt  some  plan  for  purchasing  all  of 
these  boats  from  one  company  in  the  United  States,  in  order  to  get 
the  benefit  of  the  best  possible  rates. 

How  the  Xrade  ii  Supplied. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  there  is  a  certain  demand 
here  for  baseball,  tennis,  fishing,  hunting,  and  other  sporting  ^oods, 
and  present  developments  seem  to  indicate  that  the  demand  will  in- 
crease rather  than  diminisli  as  time  passes.  As  most  of  these  sports 
are  carried  on  by  the  American  population  of  the  Canal  2^ne,  the 
greater  part  of  such  supplies,  as  a  general  rule,  will  be  ordered  direct, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  manufacturers  get  in  touch  with  the  various 
organizations  mentioned  in  this  report. 

However,  there  will  always  be  a  certain  outside  demand  for  these 
goods,  and  Canal  Zone  organizations  at  times  have  to  purchase  in  the 
local  market  when  tlieir  supplies  run  short  or  orders  fail  to  arrive. 

For  these  reasons  local  firms  [whose  addresses  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  67796]  will  always  carry  certain  lines 
and  may  inciNjase  their  stocks  should  future  developments  justify  it. 


Aluminum  production  in  the  United  States  totaled  80  million 
pounds  last  year,  a^inst  15  million  pounds  in  1906  and  only  83 
poimds  in  1883.  This  year's  output  may  reach  100  million  poimds, 
or  about  half  the  world's  producuon. 
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FAFEB-STOCE  PRICE  ADVANCE. 

[Extract  from  Japaa  Times  of  Sept.  26  by  Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmore, 

Yokohama.  1 

Paper  millers  are  confronted  with  a  difficulty  hard  to  combat  and 
not  to  be  relieved  in  the  near  future.  Simultaneously  with  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  purchase  prices  quoted  for  the  East  were 
raised,  and  every  time  fresh  orders  have  been  placed  higher  figures 
have  been  (juoted,  but  all  former  rises  are  easily  surpassed  in  rapid- 
ity by  the  recent  advances.  Unbleached  goods,  for  instance,  have 
advanced  from  6.28  sen  (3.13  cents)  per  pound  a  fortnight  ago  to 
7.1  sen  (3.84  cents),,  while  bleached  goods  have  risen  from  8.72  sen 
(4.34  cents)  two  weeks  ago  to  9.8  sen  (4.88  cents).  Compared  with 
the  prewar-order  period  these  figures  are  a  rise  of  1.4  sen  (0.7,  cent), 
or ,24  per  cent,  in  unbleached  goods  and  of  2.4  sen  (1.2  cents),  or  30 

Ser  cent,  in  bleached  goods.  .Producers,  backed  up  by  those  war  or- 
ers,  assume  a  strong  attitude  and  will  not  contract  for  longer  than 
a  month  or  two.  If  jiressed  to  deal  in  longer  periods,  they  ask  ex- 
tremely high  figures  and  rei)el  all  demands. 

On  the  part  of  niiilcrs  in  this  country,  the  prospect  has  so  far  been 
regardediwith  optimism  rather  than  alarm,  apparently  imder  the 
impression  that  the  reluctance  on  the  part  of  producers  to  part  with 
their  holdings  at  ruling  figures  is  their  method  to  appreciate  prices; 
but  when  the  truth  has  dawned  on  them  they  have  begun  to  n^otiate 
in  a  hurry  with  producers. 

Foreign  paper  millers  may  transfer  at  least  part  of  their  losses 
to  be  incurred  to  buyers,  but  this  can  not  be  done  in  the  case  of  Jap- 
anese paper  producers,  whose  market  at  present  is  very  dull.  Most 
producers  with  small  means  will  have  to  suspend  operations. 

SUV'S  IHFOHTS  OF  MINEBAL  OIL. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen.  Bangkok,  Sept  11.]  '"  - 

The  imports  of  mineral  oil  into  Siam  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  1915,  totaled  7,669,388  gallons,  valued  at  $1,115,226  gold, 
against  6,520,601  gallons,  value  $874,123  for  the  preceding  year. 
Imports  included  kerosene  oil,  benzine  (gasoline),  and  liquid  fuel. 

The  kerosene  imports  for  the  year  under  review  amounted  to 
6,167,674  gallons,  valued  at  $959^785,  of  which  4,269,714  gallons  were 
imported  from  Netherlands  India  and  1,897,960  gallons  from  United 
States. 

Gasoline  to  the  amount  of  310,860  gallons,  valued  at  $102,837,  was 
supplied  by  Netherlands  India,  and  23,944  gallons,  value  $7,353,  by 
the  United  States,  while  907,892  gallons  of  lic^uid  fuel  came  from  • 
Netherlands  India  and  259,018  gallons  from  Singapore  during  the 
fiscal  year  1914-15.  The  total  value  of  the  liquid  fuel  imports 
amounted  to  $45,251  for  1914^15  as  compared  with  $28,694  for  the 
previous  year. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Forei^^n  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

ITew  York,  "Room  409  United  States  Customhouse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  United 
States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  national 
Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Kew  Orleans,  1020  Hibernia 
Bank  Building;  San  Francisco, S06  United  States  CQstomhonse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska 
BnlldiDff.  CoopeTBtiTe  hranoli  offices :  Cleveland,  ChamheT  of  ComnieTce;  Cindn- 
utl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Gommeroe;  Betrolt,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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.  FOBEXGH  TRADE  OFFOATUHlTUdS. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  ma;  be  obtained  fi-om  tbe  Baremv  and  Its  bran«li 

olllce».] 

Metal  sheets  for  making  buttotu.  No. '19199. — A  firm  In  the  United  Ktngtlom 
informs  an  American  consular  olScer  that  it  Is  In  the  market  for  metnl 
slieets  for  mnnufactnrlng  buttons.  Samples  of  the  buttons  desired  are  for- 
warded, and  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Itcfer 
to  File  No.  68395.) 

An»Ac«,  No.  19200. — An  American  consular  ofBcer  in  England  r^rts  that  t 
company  in  bis  district  desfrea  an  agency  for  scrnbbiux,  slioe,  and  8toT« 
brudtes,  both  macfalni!  and  hand  mado. 

Paper,  Na  19201. — A  firm  of  stotloners  and  paper  deaters  In  Greece  desires  to 
correspond  with  American  nuinuCactur«*s  with  a  view  to  pundmsing  poper 

for  newspnpers.  Samples  of  iMiper  with  details  as  to  terms,  mnnuer  of 
shipment,  etc.,  are  solicited.  Prices  should  be  c.  I.  f.  destimition,  if  iwsslbtek 
and  payment  will  be  arranged  to  suit  sellers.  Sample  of  paper  sbowlns 
quality  desired  has  l>een  forwarded  and  may  be  examined  nt  the  Bureau  of 
Its  branch  oflices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  68435.)  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Scwtnff  machines,  office  supplies,  etc.,  No.  19202. — An  American  consular  officer  lu 
the  Netherlands  reports  that  a  general  agent  In  that  country  wishes  to  act 
as  representative  for  nianutncturers  of  sewing  machines,  calculators,  type- 
writers, and  office  supplies  generally.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Enf^lsb 
or  Dutch.    References  furnished. 

Chloride  of  lime.  No.  19203. — A.  manufacturer  of  lye  In  Spain  informs  an 
American  cuusnlnr  officer  that  he  is  desirous  of  importing  chloride  of  lime 
in  large  quantlth^;.  Quality  and  price  are  imi>ortant,  and  It  Is  suggested 
that  samples  be  forwarded.   Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Lumber,  iron  products,  wire,  copper,  etc..  No.  19204. — A  commission  firm  in 
Argentina  has  informed  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  wishes  to 
secure  the  representation  of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  »f 
lumber,  iron  products,  wire,  copper,  cotton-seed  oil,  fresh  fruits,  preservai 
fruits,  leather,  rice,  beans,  caustic  soda,  tartaric  acid,  and  ceueut  Ref- 
erences furnished.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Undericear  and  hosiery^  No.  19205. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England 
reports  tliat  a  manufacturer's  a^ent  wishes  to  communicate  with  mana- 
fiicturers  and  exporters  of  plain  and  fancy  underwear  and  hosiery  ftir 
women  and  children.   O.  I.  P.  quotations,  together  with  catalogues  and 

s.imples,  ar?  requested. 

Hosiery,  No.  19206. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  Denmarif 
states  th4t  a  nun  wishes  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  silk  hoe- 
iery  suitable  for  men  and  women.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Upholstering  cloth,  No.  19207.— An  importing  firm  in  Portugal  advLses  an  Amer- 
ican consular  officer  tliat  it  desires  the  agency  of  an  American  manufac- 
turer of  upholstering  cloth  and  velvet  Terms  liave  beai  cash,  with  dis- 
count after  30  or  60  days.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Handbags.  No.  19208. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  Is  informed 
that  a  business  man  desires  to  communicate  with  a  manufacturer  of 
women's  handbags,  with  a  view  to  securing  an  exclusive  agency.  Refer- 
ences furnii?hed. 

Hosiery,  tailors'  hraids,  and  cotton  goods,  No.  19209. — A  report  from  nn  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  in  Denmark  states  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to 
purchase  hosiery,  tailors'  braid,  and  cotton  goods.  Samples  of  the  braid 
tlesired  are  forwarded  and  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch 
officers.    (Refer  to  file  No.  08419.) 

Hoohs  and  eyes,  No.  19210.— A  firm  in  Portugal,  writes  an  American  consular 
officer,  wishes  to  i*epresent  manufacturers  of  hooks  and  eyes  of  celluloid, 
brass,  etc.,  for  shoes.   Ck)rrespondence  may  be  in  English. 

wieniKOTOH :  qovKhnuext  PRiirrisa  omci :  uu 


Digitized  by  Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COHHERCB 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
For  aalF  hy  the  Supaiotendeiit  of  Documecti,  Wiihinetoa,  D.  C,  it  (2.50  per  year 

No.  266     Washington,  D.  C,  Friday,  November  12  1915 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Page. 

Brazil  wants  samples  of  American  com  GOB     Notes  from  Soath  India  6U 

Results  of  forelen  trade  opportunit;  service...  SOS     Bphaenum  mess  as  a  surgtca)  drcssiog  SIS 

Wire-drag  resmls,  Boston  Harbor  and  East         UttUslng  soutbem  scrub  palmetto  619 

River  610     Sweet  winca  for  Soatb  China  617 

Investlgatkoi  of  damage  by  smelter  smoke  610     Amsterdam's  sales  to  United  States  618 

Merchandise  needs  in  Australia   610  Aalcultuialadvanoement  in  the  Caucasus....  619 

British  dyestufl  situation  Sll     A  Nova  Scotia  school  of  salesmanship  630 

Swiss  dye  makers' pioQts  611     Ifotor-lnich  demonstration  in  I^raguay  030 

Calais  lace  makers  advance  prices  Sll     Ameriam  cycles  favored  by  Colombia  C21 


Brasilian  coffee  ezptfts  In  Sept«nbw  .  613  Portuguese  demand  for  American  tools   633 

Argentioe  notes   612  The Bradfo^ wool  exehai^  632 

Consular  trade  conferences  612  Trada  extension  In  Doloh  west  Indies  623 

BritlshCalombfattportstoUnitedStates....  613  fiatlsbctorr  Booth  American  sales  reported —  633 

New  oUve^>ll  prices  m  Syria  613  Foreign  trade  oppOTttmltles  631 

BRAZIL  WANTS  SAMPLES  OF  AHEBIGAN  CORN. 

[Consul  Geyrge  H.  Pickerel!,  Para,  Sept.  25.1 

An  exposition  now  scheduled  to  open  in  Para  on  January  1, 1916,  is 
planned  to  celebrate  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  this  city.  The  committee  having  charge  of  the  agricultural  section  of 
the  exposition,  taking  advantage  of  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of 
people  from  the  interior  of  the  State,  most  of  whom  are  interested  in 
agriculture,  and  with  the  intention  of  developing  a  larger  interest  in 
agricultural  matters,  has  decided  to  make  a  special  Mature  of  the 
development  and  progre^  of  the  corn  industry.  To  this  end  it  ad- 
dressed the  following  note  to  the  Para  consulate : 

The  executive  committee,  desiring  to  Include  In  the  program  of  the  next 
agricultural  exposition  a  special  section  containing,  besides  photographs,  sam- 
ples of  the  different  varieties  of  corn  in  the  ear  most  cultivated  in  the  United 
States  and  conforming  to  the  standards  adopted  by  that  country,  has  the  honor 
to  solicit  your  otAcial  aid  and  assistance  in  the  sense  of  obtaining  the  objects 
referred  to  above. 

This  would  seem  to  present  an  excellent  opportunity  to  draw  the 
attention  of  Brazilian  farmers  to  the  high  quality  of  American  agri- 
cultural machinery. 

[Tlie  First  National  Exposition  of  corn  in  Brazil,  which  was  held  In  S3o 
Paulo  last  July,  was  describetl  in  Commerce  Reports  for  August  30.  Supple- 
menting this  article,  Consul  Maddin  Summers  has  now  forwarded  four  photo- 
graphs of  the  exhibition,  furnislieil  him  by  Count  Amadeu  A.  Barbielllnl,  Its 
organizer.  These  photographs  (which  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its  branch  offices  by  asking  for  file  No. 
67516)  should  be  of  interest  In  connection  with  the  above  announcement  of 
a  second  corn  exposition.] 


RESULTS  OF  FOREIGN  TRADE  OPPORTUNnT  SERVICE, 

Consul  F.  Willoughby  Smith,  at  Batum,  Russia,  reports  that  as  a 
result  of  a  cable  which  he  transmitted  in  August,  and  which  was  pub- 
U^ed  as  Confidential  Circular  No.  802,  a  lar^e  order  has  been  placed 
by  a  firm  in  Baku  for  wire  rope  for  bailing  oil.  Consul  Smith  states 
that  he  is  informed  this  order  will  amount  to  over  $100,000. 

12»4-*-i3  603 
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COMHEBCB  BEPOBTS. 


WIBE-DBAa  BESULIS,  BOSTON  HABBOB  ASH  EAST  BTVEB. 

The  value  of  the  wire  drag  in  finding  hidden  rocks  and  shoals  is 

strikingly  exemplified  by  the  results  recently  obtained  in  the  ap- 
proaches to  Boston  Harbor  and  in  East  Kiver  by  the  United  States 


In  the  approaches  to  Boston  Harbor,  a  depth  of  22  feet  was  found 
where  4^  fathoms  was  previously  charted,  north  of  Outer  Brewster 
Island.  Tewksbury  Eock  was  found  to  extend  to  the  northward  with 
a  least  depth  of  27  feet,  about  350  meters  from  the  8-foot  spot.  A 
depth  of  27  feet  was  found  between  the  Rock  and  Outer  Brewster 
Island,  where  29  feet  was  charted.  On  Martins  Ledge  14  feet  was 
found  where  17  feet  was  charted,  and  18  feet  where  3^  fathoms  was 
charted.  On  Boston  Ledge  18  feet  was  found  where  4  fathoms  was 
charted.  The  shoal  off  the  north  end  of  Point  Allerton  was  found  to 
have  less  depth  than  charted.  A  23-foot  shoal  was  found  east  from 
Point  Allerton  Beacon.  A  depth  of  2G  feet  was  found  on  the  charted 
4|-fathom  shoal  in  the  channel  £S£.  from  Boston  Lighthouse. 

In  East  River,  in  addition  to  shoals  previously  reported,  nine  shoal 
spots,  with  depths  from  20  to  27  feet,  were  found  to  the  westward  of 
North  Brother  Island.  In  this  work,  the  drag  was  set  at  a  maximum 
effective  low-water  depth  of  40  feet.  Many  ahoals  were  found  which 
were  entirely  unsuspected.  Shoals  with  less  than  23  feet  are  dan- 
gerous at  low  tide  to  the  deeper  draft  vessels  passing  through  East 
River  into  Long  Island  Sound. 


nrvESTiaATioN  of  damaoe  bt  shelter  suoee. 

The  Report  of  the  Selby  Smelter  Commission  has  been  published 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines. 

It'describes  in  detail  the  methods  used,  some  of  them  new,  in  deter- 
mining the  contamination  of  the  air  and  the  damage  to  trees,  crops, 
and  live  stock  by  the  smoke  and  fumes  from  the  Selby  Smelter,  in 
California,  and  gives  the  conclusions  of  the  commission  on  the  methods 
used  by  the  smelter  company  to  prevent  injury.  The  bulletin  is  of 
especial  interest  to  metallurgical  companies,  municipal  or  State 
boards  of  health,  and  persons  investigating  damage  by  smelter  smoke. 

'  Owing  to  the  expense  involved  in  the  preparation  and  publication 
of  this  bulletin  and  the  limited  printing  funds  available,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  place  a  price  of  $1.25  on  the  work.  Orders  should  not  be 
sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  but  should  be  addressed  to  the  Superin- 
tendent  of  Documents,  Qovemment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 


General  merchants  were  fairly  busy  yesterday,  and  on  the  whole 
prices  were  firm.  There  was  a  strong  inquiry  for  harvesting  requi- 
sites and  hay  forks,  and  hay  rakes  moved  out  freely.  Fencing  wire 
was  still  lightly  stocked.  No.  8  black  was  almost  unobtainable,  and 
the  few  small  parcels  available  were  worth  $80.30  a  ton.  To  arrive 
Portly  $79  would  have  been  accepted.  The  MarUy  which  is  now 
in  Melbourne^  carries  a  shipment  of  wire  for  Sydney. 


HEECHANDISE  NEEDS  IS  AUSTRALIA. 


[Sydney  Herald,  Oct.  2.1 
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BBITISH  BYESTT7PF  SITUATION. 

I  vice  Consul  Hamilton  C.  Claiborne,  Bradford,  Oct  10.] 

By  reason  of  the  lack  of  fast  colors,  ^ay  has  become  very  fashion- 
able in  England,  and  the  large  quantities  of  dark-brown  coloi-s  on 
hand  before  the  war  are  said  to  be  responsible  for  the  present  vogue 
of  browns.  Scarlets,  pinks^  and  blues  are  reported  to  be  verv  scarce, 
and  in  some  instances  fabrics  containing  such  colors  are  sold  with- 
out guarantee  as  to  fastness. 

There  appeared  recently  in  the  local  press  the  following  notice  in 
regard  to  the  shortage  of  dyestufiFs: 

The  old-fashioned  processes  thnt  have  hoen  brought  Into  use  njsnln  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  synthetic  colors  often  give  good  enough  results,  hut  a  gi'eat 
drawback  is  that  they  take  up  so  much  time.  Take  as  an  example  the  dyeing  of 
a  black  all-wool  serge.  Before  the  war  the  dyeing  was  done  in  one  hath  with 
acid  black  in  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half.  Now  the  pieces  have  to  be  treated 
to  two  batlis,  first  with  bichromate  and  then  with  logwood,  and  the  time  of 
dyeing  is  doubled.  The  slower  methods  and  the  shortage  of  labor  combined 
have  reduced  the  output  of  some  houses  as  much  as  40  per  cent.  There  fs 
consequently  much  congestion  and  delay,  which  affect  inaniifiicturers  uud 
merchants  very  seriously  by  retarding  the  circulation  of  their  capital  and  es- 
pcslDg  them  to  the  risk  of  a  fulling  market. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  color  users  held  in  Manchester  a  committee 
was  formed  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  British  and  Swiss  sources  of 
supply  and  to  cooperate  with  the  board  of  trade  in  obtaining  the 
maximum  amount  of  dyestuffs. 

SWISS  BTE  UAKEBS'  FBOFITS. 

[Maachester  Guardian,  Oct  20.] 

The  report  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Basel,  the  largest 
of  the  Swiss  color  firms,  shows  a  net  profit  (after  providing  $.'►35,000, 
as  against  $175,000  last  year,  for  skpreciation,  and  placing  $195,000 
towards  a  new  pensions  fund)  of  $496,000,  as  against  $350,000.  It 
is  proposed  to  pay  16  per  cent,  as  against  6  per  cent  and  previous 
dividends  of  10  per  cent.  Stocks  are  valued  at  $462,000  only,  as 
against  $1,324,000  last  year,  due  to  the  demand  for  dyestuffs  being 
so  brisk  that  virtually  no  stocks  are  now  held.  The  Clayton  Aniline 
Co.,  Manchester,  which  is  controlled  by  the  Basel  concern,  is  stated 
to  have  been  very  well  occupied  tliroughout  the  year,  and  the  finan- 
cial results  have  quite  come  up  to  exi)ectations.  A  holding  lias  been 
acquired  in  the  Swiss  Soda  AVorks,  Zurzach,  a  company  formed  for 
the  manufacture  of  soda  ash  and  caustic  soda.  This  is  the  first  un- 
dertaking of  its  kind  in  Switzerland,  previous  supplies  of  theso 
chemicals  having  been  obtained  from  Germany. 


CALAIS  LACE  MAKEBS  ABVAITCE  FBICES. 

[Consul  J.  B.  Milner.  Calais,  Oct.  15.] 

Since  August  21  the  great  majority  of  Calais  lace  manufacturers 
have  increased  their  piices,  either  by  adding  a  certain  percentage  to 
the  old  prices  or  reducing  former  discounts ;  in  some  instances  both 
price  and  discount  are  changed.  In  all  these  modifications  the  niean- 
mg  is  an  increase  of  the  market  value  of  machine-made  laces  here 
of  at  least  10  per  cent.  The  reason  for  these  advances  is  found  in 
the  higher  price  of  thread,  a  considerable  demand  for  the  kinds  of 
lace  sought  oy  American  import  houses,  and  a  shortage  of  help  in  the 
factories.  a\Q\\\zeti  by  Google 
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BBAZniAK  COFFEE  EXPORTS  IH  SEPTEMBER. 

[Cotml  Charles  L.  lAtluun,  BantOB,  Oct  6.] 

During  September  1,015,725  bags  of  coffee  were  shipped  from  the 
port  of  Santos,  against  exports  totaling  1,125^95  bags  in  August 
and  535,295  bags  in  July.  Of  the  September  shipments  300,000  bags 
(of  132.38  pounds  each)  went  to  New  York,  242,042  bags  to  New 
Orleans,  74,377  to  Havre,  65,792  to  Stockholm,  60,797  to  Genoa, 
55,965  to  Amsterdam,  37,176  to  Goteborg,  35,791  to  London,  33,000 
to  Christiania,  27,657  to  Marseille,  27,250  to  Malmo,  16,934  to  Buenos 
Aires,  15,753  to  Copenhagen,  10,000  to  Alexandria. 

In  the  last  week  of  the  month  the  ruling  freights  for  coffee  were: 
To  London,  per  1,000  kilos  (2,204.6  pounds),  110  shillings  ($26.75) 
and  5  per  cent;  to  Havre,  per  900  kilos  (1,984.2  pounds),  120  francs 
($23.15)  and  10  per  cent;  Genoa,  per  1,000  kilos,  140  francs  ($27) 
and  10  per  cent ;  Marseille,  per  1,000  kilos,  145  francs  ($28) ;  Bor- 
deaux, per  900  kilos,  120  francs  ($23.15)  and  10  per  cent;  ports  in 
Spain,  per  1,000  kilos,  130  francs  ($25.10)  and  5  per  cent;  New 
York  and  New  Orleans,  per  60  kilos  (132.38  pounds),  $0.75  and  5 
per  cent;  Amsterdam,  per  1,000  kilos,  110  and  130  shillings  ($26.75 
and  $31.65)  and  5  per  cent;  Stockholm,  per  1,000  kilos,  150  shillings 
($36.50)  and  5  per  cent;  Buenos  Aires  and  Montevideo,  2.30  milreis 
(about  $0.58)  per  bag. 

[Brazil's  exports  of  coffee  for  the  post  two  years  were  given  In  Commebck 
Bbpobts  for  Oct.  30,  1915.} 

ABaENTIirE  NOTES. 

[Revlsta  dc  Economla  7  FlDaozas,  Sept  20.] 

The  total  exports  from  Argentina  during  the  first  eight  months  of 
1^5  show  an  increase  of  45  per  cent  in  quantity  and  more  than  50 
per' cent  in  value  over  the  exports  in  the  corresponding  period  of 
1914.  The  gain  in  wheat  alone  was  160  per  cent,  the  shipments 
amounting  to  2,400,000  tons,  or  1,470,000  tons  more  than  in  the  first 
eight  months  of  last  year.  Barley  shipments  increased  150  per  cent, 
and  increases  of  40  to  80  per  cent  were  shown  in  the  export  figures 
for  other  cereals  and  for  lard,  tallow,  and  jerked  beef.  This  gain  in 
the  exports  of  foodstuffs  is  credited  to  the  abnormal  conditions  in 
Europe. 

[Review  of  the  Blver  Plate,  Sept  24.] 

The  recommendation  of  the  Public  Works  committee  authorizing 
the  Central  Cordoba  Railway  to  construct  a  branch  line  to  Centeno 
station  was  recently  approved  in  the  Senate. 

The  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  Water  Works  Co.  is  shortly 
to  improve  the  water  service  of  Adrogue  by  installing  a  reservoir 
tank  of  2,400  cubic  meters'  capacity,  a  new  well,  two  pumps,  and  a 
new  machiner;;^  house,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  143,441  paper  pesos 
[$63,114  American  money]. 


Consular  Trade  Conferences. 

Vice  Consul  Eugene  Nabel,  of  Amsterdam,  is  on  leave  of  absence 
in  the  United  States,  his  address  being  174  Broad  St,  FroTidence, 
K.  I. 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA  EZFOBTS  TO  UHITEI)  STATES. 

[Tlee  Conanl  G.  C.  Woodward,  Tancoover,  British  Colombia,  Oct.  18.] 

The  exports  from  British  Columbia  to  the  United  States,  invoiced 
through  the  consulate  general  at  Vancouver,  for  the  three  quarters 
ended  September  30,  1915^  including  returned  American  goods  and 
shipments  to  the  Philippine  Islands,  amounted  to  $18,158,852,  as 
compared  with  $10,454,091  for  the  corresponding  period  of  ih&  pre- 
vious year,  an  increase  of  $7,704,761.  There  was  a  decrease  of  $489,- 
460  in  the  value  of  returned  American  goods.  The  principal  exports 
were: 


Articles. 

lOU 

191S 

Iiicrea9e(-(-) 
or 

decmseC— ). 

S16,e48 
61S,(H0 

129,241 
404,115 

1,161,349 
44,375 

1,8:0,657 
276.871 
100,244 
15,7E3 
206,460 
73,640 

6,923,534 
313,426 
630,116 

5,022,451 
147,941 

+  S12,693 

-  214,925 
-1-1,161,349 

-  24,354 
+  208,463 

-  153,838 
+  87,517 

-  1,090 

+  2,m 

+  96,895 
+4,921.050 

-  38,t73 
+  630,116 
-)-l,600,H& 

-  2,739 

68, 7» 
1,612,105 
430,709 
21,727 
16,873 
:03,627 
46, 745 
1,602,484 
352,401 

Fish  

4,62i,6^ 
150,677 

9, 163, 490 
1,253,388 
37,213 

17,370,202 
763, 92S 
15,722 

+^215,712 

-  480,460 

-  21,491 

10,454,091 

18,158,852 

+7,704,781 

The  increase  in  exports  of  ore  reported  was  due  principally  to  the 
closing  of  the  consular  agency  at  Nelson,  British  Columbia.  The  in- 
voicing of  shipments  from  that  district  was  diverted  to  the  offices  at 
Femie  and  Vancouver. 


NEW  OLIVE-OIL  PRICES  IN  STRIA. 

[Consul  General  W.  Stanley  UollU,  Beirut,  Syria,  Sept.  20.) 

A  small  quantity  of  the  olive  oil  of  the  new  crop  has  been  offered 
for  sale  on  the  local  markets.  This  new  oil  always  has  a  slightly 
strong  flavor,  which  always  disappears  after  the  oil  has  been  kept  for 
some  time.  People  prefer  to  buy  oil  for  present  consumption  from 
the  last  crop  and  to  wait  some  time  before  buying  from  the  new  crop. 
It  was  expected  that  the  price  of  olive  oil  would  continue  to  advance 
on  account  of  the  unfavorable  crop  this  year,  chiefly  caused  by  cli- 
matic conditions  and  by  the  dense  swarms  of  locusts  which  devasted 
the  countiTi  but,  in  view  of  the  stringent  economic  situation  of  the 
country,  the  olive  growers  are  more  or  less  inclined  to  dispose  of 
their  crops  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  have  cash  rather  than  to  keep 
their  oil  in  stock. 

The  present  market  prices  of  olive  oil  are  as  follows :  First  quality, 
16  piasters  per  oke  (19.9  cents  per  pound) ;  second  quality,  14.20 
piasters  per  oke  (16.11  cents  per  poimd).  The  piaster  quoted  is  tlie 
market  piaster,  valued  at  0.035306  in  American  currency. 
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irOTES  FBOK  SOUTH  HISZA. 

[CoDsul  LuctcQ  Uemmlnger,  Madras,  Sept.  21.] 
Madras  Port  Trust  Bevenoe  and  Expenditures. 

From  the  administration  report  of  the  Madras  Port  Trust  for 
1914^15  it  appears  that  the  receipts  of  the  trust  from  all  sources  were 
$407,887,  against  $405,572  (of  Wliich  $16,222  was  the  port  fund  con- 
tribution) in  1913-14.  This  represents  a  decrease  of  17.7  per  cent, 
or,  if  the  port  fund  contributions  be  excluded,  of  about  14.9  per  cent 
in  the  year  under  review. 

The  gross  expenditure  out  of  revenue,  not  counting  contributions 
made  by  revenue  to  capital  or  repayment  of  debt,  was  $306,980,  or 
75.26  per  cent  of  the  gross  receipts ;  the  corresponding  percentage  for 
1913-14  was  62.97,  and  the  average  /or  the  past  28  years  69.80. 
Excluding  from  working  expenses  the  interest  on  loans,  which  in  the 
year  under  review  was  $125,686,  actual  working  expenses  came  to 
44.44  per  cent  of  the  regular  harbor  earnings,  against  41.97  per  cent 
in  1913-14. 

Tftetoriei  In  Kadrai. 

According  to  the  report  on  the  working  of  the  Factories  Act  in 
Madras  Presidency  during  1914  the  number  of  factories  increased 
from  354  to  391  and  the  operatives  from  78,764  to  81,217.  The  past 
four  years  witnessed  a  great  increase  in  thS  number  of  women  oper- 
atives, of  whom  there  were  14,175  in  1914  as  against  6,468  in  1911; 
the  number  of  girl  operatives  increased  from  773  to  1,926  in  the  same 
period. 

The  additional  factories  registered  comprise  15  rice  mills,  2  rail- 
way works,  6  oil  presses,  7  cotton  ginning,  1  jute  mill,  1  tannery, 
1  leather  works,  1  tile  works,  and  3  printmg  presses.  No  factories 
were  established  developing  entirely  new  lines  of  industry.  As  in 
1913  a  number  of  decorticators  have  been  installed  in  cotton-ginning 
factories  for  shelling  groundnuts,  and  in  addition  a  small  soap  works 
has  been  added  to  one  rice  factory.  Tlie  new  spinning  mill  of  the 
Madura  Mills  Co.  was  completed  and  over  00,000  spindles  were  at 
work  at  the  end  of  December. 

Of  the  total  number  of  operatives  in  all  factories  5,353  were 
employed  in  Government  and  local  fund  factories,  an  increase  of 
475  over  1913,  while  the  remainder  were  employed  in  privately 
owned  factories,  23,063  bemg  in  cotton  and  1,839  in.  jute  spinning 
and  weaving  mills. 
Honazlte  Sand  In  Travaneore. 

Local  newspapers  have  lately  been  directing  attention  to  the  pos- 
sibilities for  commercial  development  of  the  large  deposits  of  mona- 
zite  sand  in  Travancore,  South  India,  the  statement  being  made  that 
Brazil  has  hitlierto  been  supplying  the  gas-mantle  industry  with 
this  sand,  but  that  the  war  has  dislocated  the  trade  and  supplies  are 
being  sought  from  other  countries  as  well.  The  production  of 
monazite  in  British  India  in  1913  was  valued  at  over  $200,000. 
Most  of  the  output  was  exported  in  a  raw  state.  It  is  used  for  the 
extraction  of  thorium  and  carium,  two  rare  earths  upon  which  the 
brilliancy  of  gas  mantles  depends.  A  European  firm  recently  pur- 
chased land  in  South  Travancore  for  the  express  object,  it  is  said, 
of  carrying  on  an  export  trade  in  monazite.    It  is  now  announced 
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that  under  a  recent  order  of  the  British  Government  the  export 
of  monazite  sand  from  British  India  except  to  the  United  Kingdom 
is  prohibited. 

Proposed  Commercial  MnBeum  at  Hadras. 

The  South  India  ChambCT  of  Commerce  at  Madras  is  desirous  of 
haTingop(»ied  in  this  city  a  commercial  museum  similar  to  the  pro- 
posed British  India  Mercantile  Bureau  to  be  established  at  Calcutta, 
details  of  which  were  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  August  9, 
1915.  It  is  suggested  that  exhibits  obtained  for  the  Calcutta  col- 
lection should  be  duplicated  for  Madras,  as  the  latter  city  is  far 
away  from  Calcutta,  and  also  the  addition  of  a  museum  to  the 
Bureau  of  Industrial  Information  started  here  recently  would,  the 
South  India  Chamber  maintains,  be  a  valuable  help  to  the  trade  of 
this  port. 


SFHAaiTTTH  HOSS  AS  A  SimOICAI.  SBESSina. 

The  present  need  for  enormous  quantities  of  hospital  supplies  in 
Europe  has  directed  attention  to  many  articles  that  heretofore  have 
been  put  to  little  use  in  surgery.  One  of  these  is  the  common  bog 
moss,  Sphagmim  cymhifolium^  which  is  now  being  employed  as  an 
absorbent  dressing  on  the  Continent.  A  short  description  of  the 
method  of  gathering  and  preparing  the  moss,  transmitted  by  Consul 
Augustus  E.  Ingram,  of  Bradford,  England,  was  published  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  September  15, 1915 ;  as  supplementing  this  earlier 
article,  the  following  clippings  from  the  Manchester  Guardian  should 
be  of  interest : 

Another  intereiitiDg  outiloor  Industry— or,  rather,  occupation,  for  most  of  It  Is 
Tolnntary  work — has  received  an  Impetns  through  the  war.  Tills  Is  the  gather* 
Ing  and  preparing  of  sphagnum,  or  bog  moss,  for  surgical  dressings.  Many  tons 
of  this  moss  arc  sent  from  collecting  depots  In  Scotland  to  ttie  nitlltary.  hos- 
pitals in  Edinburgh.  Smaller  quantities  even  find  their  way  from  the  English 
lake  district  to  London  hospitals.  Sphagnum  moss.  In  the  ordinary  course  of 
events,  becomes  the  chief  constituent  of  peat.  Proprietors  of  grouse  moors, 
however,  do  not  at  all  object  to  the  removal  of  large  quantities  of  this  moss,  as 
In  It  are  laid  the  eggs  of  the  heather  beetle,  which  causes  so  much  disease  la 
heather.  There  are  bright  and  dark  green  kinds  of  sphagnum,  but  the  best  sort 
for  hospital  dressings  Is  pink.  It  has  long,  soft,  close-growing  fibers  and  resem- 
bles chenille  or  the  ravellngs  of  a  thick  carpet. 

Points  of  Superiority. 

The  reputation  of  sphagnum  moss  as  a  surgical  dressing  has  spread  from  the 
British  Isles.  Many  cases  full  of  these  dressings  have  been  used  In  hospitals 
at  Boulogne  and  elsewhere  in  France  and  by  French  and  Belgian  Red  Cross 
liospitals,  wliile  some  have  gone  as  far  as  Malta,  Alexandria,  Gallipoli,  and 
Serbia.  In  some  particulars  the  sphagnum  moss  is  much  superior  to  other 
dressings,  and  its  properties  are  valuable  in  the  treatment  of  compound  frac- 
tures due  to  gunshot  wounds.  It  has  greater  springiness  than  cotton  wool,  and 
the  patients  like  it  better  for  that  reason.  It  has  the  power  not  only  of  absorb- 
ing discharges,  but  of  dlifusing  them  throughout  the  whole  pad,  while  cotton 
wool  absorbs  quickly,  but  passes  the  discharge  straight  through  to  the  bandages 
and  bedclothes.  The  moss  dressing  also  disinfects,  possibly  by  the  air  In  its 
numerous  fine  tubules.  Sphagnum  has  long  been  known  to  gardeners  as  a  moist 
moss  in  which  to  grow  some  plants,  especially  orchids,  but  it  is  chiefly  during 
the  present  war  that  extensive  use  has  been  made  of  it  by  surgeons  ia  the  dress- 
ing of  wounds. 

While,  in  the  United  States,  large  quantities  of  bog  moss  are  used 
by  florists  and  nurserymen  for  packing  plants  and  trees,  so  far  as  can 
be  ascertained  it  is  not  used  in  this  coujitry  for  dressings. 
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uTXUzma  sottthebh  scrub  palkettOv 

[Special  Agent  Oamrd  Harrli.] 

The  scrub  palmetto  (of  which  there  are  several  varieties,  the  most 
common  being  Serenoa  senidata)  is  a  Teritable  pest  in  Florida, 
where  vast  areas  are  densely  covered  with  the  growth.  Heretofore 
it  has  been  put  to  little  economic  use ;  now,  however,  a  process  has 
been  perfected  whereby  mattings,  binder  twine,  and  the  like  are  made 
from  the  fiber  extracted  from  the  leaves.  This  fiber  takes  dye  readily, 
and  its  wearing  qualities  are  said  to  surpass  anything  yet  found  in 
the  way  of  floor  coverings.  Machines  are  set  ifp  in  the  palmetto 
fields  and  the  leaves  fed  into  them  while  green. 

An  aspect  of  the  new  industry  that  is  of  considerable  value,  aside 
from  the  manufacture  of  floor  coverings,  is  that  the  twine  made  from 
the  leaves  is  easily  handled  by  grain  binders,  knots  being  tied  with- 
out difficulty.  For  the  manufacture  of  twine,  however,  the  species 
known  as  the  "  cabbage"  palm  {Sdbal  peUmetto)  is  employed,  as  it 
yields  a  fiber  3  to  5  feet  long. 

[Samples  of  the  palmetto  products  (rug,  binder  twine,  etc.)  may  be  iQ^>ected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Ask 
for  me  No,  766.]   

HatiTe  Amerlean  Bpeolei. 

A  standard  reference  work  states  that  the  "  cabbage  "  palm  {Sahal 
palmetto)  is  native  to  the  maritime  parts  of  the  United  States  from 
Florida  to  North  Carolina.  It  attains  a  height  of  40  to  50  feet  and 
has  a  crown  of  large  palmate  leaves,  the  blade  1  to  5  feet  in  length 
and  the  footstalks  long.  The  flowers  are  small,  greenish,  and  in 
long  racemes;  the  fruit  black,  about  as  long  as  a  pea  pod,  and  in- 
edible. The  leaves  are  made  into  hats,  mats,  etc.,  and  are  also 
largely  used  for  thatch.  The  terminal  bud  or  "cabbage"  is  often 
eaten.  TTie  wood  is  extremely  porous,  but  is  preferred  to  every 
other  kind  of  wood  in  North  America  for  wharves,  as  it  is  very 
durable  and  not  liable  to  be  attacked  by  the  teredo.  The  streets  of 
Savannah  and  some  other  Southern  cities  are  lined  with  these  trees. 

A  second  American  species,  the  "  saw  "  palmetto  (Serenoa  serru- 
lata)  J  occurs  from  South  Carolina  to  Florida.  It  has  a  short  stem 
and  numerous  clustered  fan-shaped  leaves,  while  its  berries  have 
certain  medicinal  properties.  A  still  smaller  species  is  the  dwarf 
palmetto  {Sahal  adansonii)^  a  stemless  plant  which  bears  a  cluster 
of  leaves  a  foot  or  two  long. 
Hot  OommeTClally  Exploited. 

So  far  the  scrub  palmetto  of  Florida  has  been  regarded  as  of  little 
economic  value.  The  leaves  have  been  cut  and  shipped  abroad 
(mainly  to  Germany),  where  they  are  turned  into  the  "artificial 
palms  so  extensively  used  for  permanent  decorative  effects.  Ex- 
ports of  palmetto  leaves  to  Germany  from  the  Florida  customs  dis- 
trict had  an  aggregate  value  of  $11,650  in  the  year  ended  June  30, 
lrfl4.  The  shipments  to  other  States  in  this  country,  of  course,  are 
very  much  larger.  The  fiber  has  bdcn  used  to  some  extoit  for  mat- 
tress stuffing,  and  upon  special  order  has  been  utilized  in  mixing 
plaster. 

While  the  plant  contains  some  tannic  acid,  the  commercial  produc- 
tion of  tanning  extract  has  so  far  not  be^  attempted  on  a  large 
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scale  because  of  the  competition  of  other  materials  more  easily  and 
cheaply  obtained.  Bees  evince  a  fondnec:5  for  the  flowers  of  the 
scrub  palmetto,  but  the  resulting  honey  is  dark  colored  and  has  a 
peculiar  taste. 


SWEET  WINES  FOE  SOUTH  CHINA. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  B.  Carleton,  Hongkong,  Sept.  18.] 

It  is  still  an  open  question,  apparently,  among  the  larger  whole- 
sale liquor  dealers  in  Hongkonfr  whether  a  reasonably  large  market 
could  be  formed  among  the  Chinese  for  sweet  wines  at  a  moderate 
price.  At  present  there  is  a  fair  sale  of  this  class  of  wines,  but  the 
trade  is  by  no  means  important. 

Of  all  the  sweet  wines,  the  Chinese  are  particularly  partial  to 
port,  and  the  curious  fact  is  that  the  best  port  in  the  local  market  is 
sold  to  the  Chinese  almost  exclusively.  The  average  quality  of  port 
is,  however,  the  usual  kind  sold.  The  Chinese  are  likewise  taking  to 
a  so-called  champagne  of  the  cheap  kind,  and  these  are  about  the 
only  two  sweet  wines  consumed  by  the  Chinese.  The  European 
trade  is  not  large,  although  considerable  Quantities  are  sold  to  ships; 
but  these  wines  can  be  taken  out  of  bond  in  Hongkong  and  do  not 
properly  enter  into  the  local  market  consumption. 

The  natural  sweet  wines  come  from  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  Mar- 
salia,  Muscatel  and  the  like  bring  a  price  of  from  $5  to  $6  gold  per 
dozen  quarts.  Italian  vermouth,  which  is  classed  among  sweet  wines, 
is  by  far  the  most  important  in  bulk  imported  and  brings  about 
$5.50  gold  per  dozen  liters  (liter=1.056  quarts).  In  regard  to  port, 
the  prices  vary  a  great  deal,  or  from  $5.50  to  $25  gold  per  case  of  12 
quarts,  duty  paid. 

An  Australian  vermouth  is  being  introduced  into  the  Hongkong 
market  since  both  the  French  and  Italian  product  have  increased  a 
great  deal  in  price,  but  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  Australian 
wine  will  prove  popular.  A  light  claret  has  a  good  sale,  particularly 
among  the  Portuguese  residents  of  the  colony.  There  is  no  market 
for  hocks,  but  light  white  wines  are  being  used  somewhat  more  ex- 
tensively than  formerly. 

Under  the  Hongkong  liquor  ordinances,  1909  and  1911,  the  fol- 
lowing duties  are  in  force  and  are  included  in  the  prices  quoted.  Ex- 
port orders  and  ships'  stores  are  duty  free,  and  for  such  these  duties 
will  be  deducted  if  shipped  in  quantities  of  not  less  than  2  gallons. 

Gold. 

Champngnes  and  sparkling  nines  per  dozen  quarts  or  2  dozen  pints—  $2. 52 

Port,  sherry,  and  Mndeii-a  do   2.02 

Other  stUl  wines  and  home-bottlcd  clurets  ..—  do   1.26 

Brandy  do   3. 53 

Whisky  do   2. 52 

Gin  do   2.  r)2 

Hum  do   1.26 

Stone  gin  .  „— do   3. 99 

Vermouth  do   1. 58 

Beer,  stoat,  and  cider  per  dozen  quarts—  .  20 

Do  iier  dozen  plnts__  .  10 

Do  per  dozen  splits   .  03 

Liqueurs  (except  curacao,  D.  O.  M.,  chnrtrcuse,  and  ItUmmel) 

per  dozen  quarts  or  two  dozen  pints..  3. 53 

Curacao.  D.  O.  M.,  chartreuse  and  kttmmel   do   4.41 
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AtfSTDKSAU'S  SALES  TO  UIHTED  STATES. 

[Congnl  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  Netherlaads,  Oct  8.1 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  Amsterdam  consular 
district  to  the  United  States  during  the  quarter  ended  September  30, 

1915,  was  $4,659,350.  For  the  corresponding  period  of  1914  the  value 
was  $7,818,565;  of  1913,  $6,549,854;  of  1912,  $6,192,825.  The  lower 
value  this  year  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  a  slump  in  tobacco 
exports.  In  the  September  quarter  of  1914  the  declared  value  of  the 
tobacco  shipped  from  the  Amsterdam  district  to  the  United  States, 
was  $4,654,758;  this  year,  in  the  corresponding  three  months,  it  was 
only  $966,336— a  difference  of  $3,688,422. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  tobacco  shipments  during  July — 
September  last  year  were  more  than  twice  the  usual  value  ^or  the 
third  quarter,  the  value  in  previous  September  quarters  being  about 
$2,000,000.  The  very  great  value  last  year  is  explained  by  the  state- 
ment from  tobacco  dealers  that  when  the  war  broke  out  all  tobacco 
belonging  to  Americans  which  was  in  Amsterdam  was  immediately 
sent  to  the  United  States. 
Seaiont  Asilgrtted  for  Falllac  Off  In  Tobaeoo. 

The  relatively  small  export  of  tobacco  to  the  United  States  in  the 
quarter  just  closed  was  due  to  several  causes,  as  explained  by  dealers. 
Tobacco  bought  by  Americans  in  March,  April,  and  May,  1915,  was 
sent  immediately  to  the  United  States  instead  of  being  divided  into 
shipments  during  July,  August,  and  September,  as  in  other  years. 
This  immediate  shipment  last  spring  accounts  for  the  fact  that  in 
the  June  quarter  the  value  of  the  tobacco  exports  to  the  United  States 
was  25  per  cent  more  than  in  the  June  quatter  of  1914. 

Other  reasons  for  the  lower  value  of  the  tobacco  exports  are  the 
relatively  small  crop  and  poor  quality  of  the  tobacco  which  was 
marketed — this  being  the  growth  of  1914.  Prices  for  the  varieties 
bougiit  by  Americans  were  about  the  same  as  last  year,  though  the 
quality  was  inferior.  Dealers  state  that  Americans  take  the  best 
qualities,  and  that  this  year  the  quantity  thereof  was  too  small  to 
supply  their  usual  orders.  One  dealer  says  that  there  has  not  been  a 
crop  for  30  years  so  "bad"  as  the  one  sold  this  season;  but  the 
promise  for  next  year  is  said  to  be  excellent  on  account  of  very  favor- 
able reports  from  the  crop  now  growing  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies. 
The  Diamond  Business. 

A  comparison  of  the  chief  export  article,  in  value,  shows  the  de- 
clared value  of  diamonds  sent  to  the  United  States  in  the  September 
quarters  of  1915, 1914, 1913,  and  1912  to  have  been  $2,673,526,  $1402,- 
738,  $2,775,115,  and  $2,872,342.  As  1912  and  1913  were  normalyears, 
these  figures  indicate  that  the  diamond  business  with  the  United 
States  has  practically  resinned  its  usual  volume. 

The  relative  condition  of  the  industry  will  be  shown  most  clearly 
by  a  tabulation  of  the  diamond  exports  to  the  United  States  during 
the  first  three  quartera  of  the  past  four  years : 


Period. 

1912 

IfllS 

1914 

1915 

S2,046,201 
3,600,791 
2,872,342 

13,579,060 
4.052,  S&4 
2,775,115 

tl, 935,620 
2,C»g,711 
1,102,738 

l,M2,3aS 

a.sTs.sas 

8,5U,337 

10,«7,1» 

6,188,008 

6.n7,8B7 
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The  unusually  large  exports  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1913 
■were  due  to  the  hastening  of  shipments  to  avoid  the  increased  Ameri- 
can import  duty  on  diamonds  taking  effect  in  October  of  that  year; 
the  foiuiJi  quarter's  diamond  exports  amounted  to  only  $663,679. 

Talne  of  all  Exports  for  nine  Hontht. 

The  total  declared  value  of  all  exports  to  the  United  States  during 
the  first  nine  months  of  this  year  was  $13^84,800.  During  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1914  it  was  $20,574,377;  of  1913,  $22,523,671; 
of  1912,  $20,485,847.  The  decline  of  $7,000,000  and  $9,000,000  this 
year,  in  comparison  with  1912  and'  1913,  can  be  attributed  to  the 
smaller  exports  of  diamonds  and  tobacco.  The  difference  in  de- 
clared value  between  this  year  and  1914  is  due  to  a  decline  of  $4,100,- 
000  in  tobacco,  of  $550,000  in  hides  and  skins,  of  $500,000  in  coffee, 
and  of  various  smaller  amounts  in  other  food  products.  Coffee  en- 
tirely  disappeared  from  this  consulate's  export  records  for  the 
September  quarter  of  1915.  On  the  other  hand,  several  articles  have 
increased  in  value  of  export  this  year,  such  as  seeds,  paint,  paper,  and 
Haarlem  oil. 


AGEICtrMUHAI  ADVANCEMEirr  IN  THE  CAUCASITS. 

[Elxperlmeiit  Station  Becord,  U.  S.  Department  of  AgiicnltTire,  Oct.,  1916.] 

In  response  to  the  increasing  demand  for  assistance  in  agricultural 
research  and  education,  the  viceroy  of  the  Caucasus,  Russia, appointed 
in  1913  a  commission  of  the  leading  farmers  and  specialists  to  consider 
the  more  efficient  correlation  of  the  various  agricultural  agencies. 
Their  repoi*t  when  submitted  recommended  the  concentration  of  all 
educational,  experimental,  and  extension  work  under  the  Boar4  of 
Agriculture,  with  the  establishment  of  agricultural  stations  at  suit- 
able points,  the  employment  of  district  agriculturists,  and  a  ^stem 
of  advisory  work  by  Government  specialists.  . 

A  permanent  commission  was  also  suggested,  with  the  chief  of  the 
agricultural  section  of  the  Caucasus  as  president  and  with  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Tiflis  Botanical  Gardens,  the  Caucasian  Sericul- 
tural  Station,  senior  specialists  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  officials 
connected  with  the  various  land-improvement  and  educational  serv- 
ices, members  of  the  civil  veterinary  section,  and  the  Imperial  Agri- 
cultural Society  of  the  Caucasus  as  members,  the  commission  to  be 
supplemented  by  the  addition  of  district  agriculturists,  superintend- 
ents of  agricultural  establishments,  other  specialists,  and  in  general 
of  all  persons  competent  in  agricultural  affairs,  as  desired.  A  refer- 
ence section  and  statistical  and  editorial  bureau  were  projected. 

The  early  opening  of  the  Tiflis  Polytechnic  Institute  with  an  agri- 
cultural section,  the  establishment  of  schools  for  intermediate  agri- 
cultural education,  and  the  introduction  of  practical  agriculture  into 
the  elementary  school  system  were  also  advocated.  In  1913  about 
$500,000  was  expended  for  agricultural  advancement  in  this  region, 
of  which  $35,000  was  for  agricultural  organization,  $300,000  for 
experimental  work,  $10,000  for  live-stock  improvement,  $25,000  for 
aid  to  agricultural  societies,  and  $20,000  for  destruction  of  insects 
and  for  exhibitions,  meetings,  collection  of  statistics,  and  other 
activities. 
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A  VOVA  SCOTU  SOHOOI  OF  SALESKABSHIP. 

[Consul  General  Evan  R  Yonng,  Hallftu,  Oct.  22.] 

With  the  object  of  increasing  the  efficiency  of  clerks  and  salesmen 
a  School  of  Salesmanship  is  bemg  promoted  by  the  Retail  Merchants' 
Committee  of  the  Halifax  Board  of  Trade,  and  from  the  support  thus 
far  promised  by  the  retail  merchants  of  the  city  it  appears  certain 
that  the  proposal  will  soon  become  a  reality. 

According  to  the  present  plans  classes  will  be  held  at  the  Nova 
Scotia  Teclmical  College,  located  in  this  city,  two  or  more  evenmgs 
a  week  according  to  the  number  of  clerks  and  sales  people  enrolled. 
All  the  classroom  work  will  be  held  in  the  evening  so  as  to  obviate 
any  encroachment  upon  the  clerks'  working  time.  The  course  .will 
extend  over  a  period  of  three  months  and,  in  addition,  textbooks  will 
be  furnished  for  home  study  and  at  the  lectures  demonstrations  will 
be  given  in  the  art  of  selling.  The  only  expense  devolving  upon 
those  attending  the  school  will  be  in  the  purchase  of  the  textbooks, 
and  it  is  thou^t  that  this  amount  will  not  exceed  $5.  An  effort  is 
now  being  made  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  competent  instructor,  and 
from  the  support  thus  far  promised  by  the  local  merchants  no  diffi- 
culty is  anticipated  in  providing  the  funds  necessary  to  finance  the 
undertaking. 

The  subjects  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  course  of  study  include :  The 
Profession  of  Salesmanship;  Methods  of  Marketing;  Health  and 
Appearance;  Self -Study  and  Development;  Study  of  the  Customer; 
Successful  Reasoning;  Study  of  Goods  or  Service;  The  Conducting 
of  Sales;  Retail  Salesmanship;  Selling  to  Dealers;  Selling  of  Special- 
ties; Long-Range  Salesmanship;  Sales  Organization  and  Manage- 
ment; Credits  and  Collections;  Laws  that  Salesmen  Should  Kqow; 
Correct  and  Faulty  Diction;  Soiling  One's  Own  Services. 


UOTOB-TBTJCK  DEMONSTRATION  IN  FARAOUAT. 

[Consul  Samuel  HamUton  Wllcj,  A&UQclon,  Sept.  28.] 

The  representative  of  an  American  motor-car  company  who  is 
now  traveling  in  South  America  brought  to  Asuncion  on  September 
22  the  first  motor  truck  that  has  ever  been  in  the  Republic  of 
Paraguay.  The  Banco  Agricola,  a  Government  institution,  paid  the 
expenses  of  bringing  the  ti'uck  from  Buenos  Aires. 

Numerous  demonstrations  of  the  truck  were  given,  more  especially 
to  show  its  possibilities  as  a  frei^t  carrier  and  hauler  on  the  bad 
roads  of  the  coimtiT^.  The  President  of  the  Republic,  the  Ministers 
of  War  and  Interior,  and  the  Director  of  Public  Works  rode  on  the 
truck  over  one  of  the  worst  roads  and  were  veiT'  favorably  impressed. 
In  addition  to  the  actual  demonstrations  of  the  truck,  motion  pictured 
of  its  performances  were  exhibited  at  the  most  popular  cinematO' 
graph  for  several  nights.  These  pictures  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention and  have  been  the  subject  of  no  small  comment. 

It  is  probable  that  several  of  these  trucks  will  be  purchased  here. 
There  is  a  plan  on  foot  to  form  a  transportation  company  using  motor 
trucks  to  serve  districts  not  on  the  railway  or  river,  whose  sole  means 
of  communication  at  present  consists  of  bullock  carts  and  pack 
animals. 
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AKEBICAH  CYCLES  FAVOBEO  BY  COLOMBIA. 

[Consul  Bon  BaielUiie,  Cartagena,  Sept.  10.] 

Adverse  street  and  road  conditions  in  the  Cartagena  consular  dis- 
trict havejnreatly  retarded  the  sales  of  bicycles  and  motor-driven 
vehicles.  The  very  high  cost  of  gasoline  and  lubricating  oil  has  also 
tended  to  restrict  imports  of  motor  cycles.  The  city  streets  are  nar- 
row, and,  except  for  a  mile  of  paved  streets,  are  in  poor  condition. 
There  are  no  outlying  roads  suitable  for  excursions- 
Gasoline  costs  $0.40  a  gallon  retail,  and  $0.36  wholesale.  Lubri- 
cating oil  sells  at  the  same  price.  Both  are  manufactured  locally. 
In  spite  of  these  factors,  however,  the  importations  of  bicycles,  motor 
cycles,  and  accessories  through  the  port  of  Cartagena  during  the  last 
calendar  year  were  valued  at  $15,359,  as  against  $6,742  during  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914.  American  manufacturers  enjoy 
about  two-thirds  of  the  trade.  The  customhouse  statistics  for  these 
periods  were : 


Countries. 

Fiscal  year 
JuneSOy 
1914. 

Calendar 
yearl«4. 

(4,607 
1,278 
867 

£11,533 
2,7CI 
760 
3M 

6,742 

IS,  350 

Daty  Adds  B^latively  Small  Amount 

The  import  duty  adds  a  relatively  small  amount  to  the  original 
cost.  According  to  item  No.  855  of  the  import  tariff  schedule,,  the 
duty  on  bicycles,  tricycles,  and  velocipedes,  with  or  without  motors,  is 
$0.05  a  kilogram  levied  on  the  gross  weight.  Including  the  surtax 
of  2  per  cent  of  the  duty,  the  total  duty  is  equal  to  $2.31  per  100 
pounds.  Thus  the  duty  on  a  bicycle  amounts  approximately  to 
$1.25,  if  packed  lightly,  while  the  duty  on  a  motor  cycle  is  $7.50  to  $8. 

Bicycles  are  usually  sold  bv  the  dealers  for  cash,  while  motor 
cycles  are  purchased  on  monthly  installments.  Bicycles  for  this  dis- 
trict should  be  most  fully  equipped.  The  outfit  should  include  lamp, 
bell,  coaster  brake,  mud  guards  on  both  wheels,  and  a  complete  tool 
kit.  Motor  cycles  should  be  quoted  with  extra  parts. 

There  are  only  four  motor  cycles  in  this  city,  and  only  one  active 
agency.  Three  of  the  machines  are  American  made  and  the  fourth 
is  of  Italian  make.  Correspondence  and  advertising  matter  should 
be  in  Spanish.  Weights  should  be  quoted,  gross  and  net,  in  kilos. 
Prices  may  be  quoted  in  American  currency. 

[A  complete  Ust  of  dealers  In  and  importers  of  bicycles  and  motor  cycles  In 
Cartagena  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  olllces.  Refer  to  file  No.  66^ 


Through  the  efforts  of  Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  American 
transparent  celluloid  sheets  have  been  placed  on  the  Bradford  iniirket, 
a  firm  in  that  English  city  expressing  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
business  connection  thus  formed. 
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FOBTUGUESE  DEHAHD  FOB  AHEBICAK  TOOIS. 

An  American  company  which  ejcports  machines  to  various  foreign 
countries  informs  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
that  it  has  learned,  through  correspondence  with  Mr.  Jorge  A.  Mal- 
heiro,  Engineer  in  Chief  of  the  Portuguese  Railways,  of  an  excep- 
tional opportunity  for  the  sale  of  American  tools  abroad. 

The  management  of  the  Portuguese  Railways  is  planning  to  re- 
locate all  its  shops,  and  part  of  the  plan  is  to  be  carried  out  during 
1916.  It  will  replace  many  of  its  machine  tools  with  new  ones,  and 
intends  to  order  them  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Malheiro,  the  Engineer  in  Chief,  suggests  that  American  man- 
ufacturers of  machine  tools  would  find  it  advantageous  to  send  cata- 
logues of  their  goods,  and  expresses  the  opinion  that  there  has  not 
been  sufficient  effort  in  this  country  to  gain  such  markets  abroad  as 
are  offered  by  Portugal  and  other  smaller  countries.  The  important 
public  service  that  he  represents  has  not  received  a  single  catalogue 
of  any  American  industry  since  the  opening  of  the  present  war,  and 
yet  it  would  gladly  look  to  this  country  for  its  supplies. 

The  American  company  that  has  been  dealing  with  the  Portuguese 
official  recommends  that  catalogues  be  sent  to  Mr.  Malheiro,  whose 
address  is  Santa  Apolonia,  Lisbon,  and  that  they  should  be  in  Por- 
tuguese or  French  if  possible,  preferably  Portuguese.  "At  least,"  it 
says,  "the  letters  accompanying  the  catalogues,  if  the  latter  are  in 
English,  should  be  in  Fr»ich.'^ 


THE  BBABFOBD  WOOL  EZCHAHGE. 

[Vice  Consul  Homllton  C.  Clalbourne,  Bradford,  England,  Oct.  12.1 

Every  Monday  and  Thursday  hundreds  of  members  of  the  Brad- 
ford Exchange  meet  to  buy  and  sell  wool,  to  arrange  the  details  of 
transportation  and  delivery,  to  contract  for  fabrics  as  well  as  raw 
materials,  and  to  discuss  the  various  exigencies  of  this  industry. 
Groups  of  men  gather  on  the  comers  and  in  the  streets  as  often  as  on 
the  floor  of  the  Exchange.  There  are  2,250  subscribing  members, 
consisting  of  wool  merchants,  top  makers,  combers,  spinners,  dyers, 
manufacturers,  machine  makers,  and  hundreds  of  business  men  from 
all  parts  of  the  world  where  wool  is  used  or  produced.  Within  a 
radius  of  15  miles  from  Bradford  are  produced,  in  addition  to 
every  variety  of  woolen  and  worsted,  great  quantities  of  mohair, 
alpaca,  cashmere,  cotton  and  silk  fabrics,  carpets,  rugs,  blankets, 
tapestriesj  plushes,  and  velvets. 

According  to  a  report  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  the  600 
square  miles  adjacent  to  Bradford  support  a  population  of  a  million 
and  a  quarter  inhabitants,  more  than  one-half  thereof  being  engaged 
in  or  dependent  upon  the  wool  and  its  kindred  industries.  Bradford 
is  the  commercial  and  distributing  center  for  a  network  of  neighbor- 
ing manufacturing  towns,  all  engaged  in  the  sale  or  manufacture  of 
textiles. 

Inasmuch  as  four-fifths  of  Great  Britain's  wool  manufactures  are 
carried  on  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  a  great  bulk  of  this  trade 
is  ultimately  transacted  on  the  Bradford  Exchange,  where  practically 
all  vegetable  and  animal  fibers  known  to  the  textile  industry  may  be 
bought  or  sold. 
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TSADE  £XT£HSION  IS  SVTCH  WE^  IHSIES. 

[Consul  H.  C.  Ton  8 trove,  Curacao,  Sept  80.] 

Owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  field  and  to  the  fact  that  practically 
all  lines  of  merchandise  for  which  there  is  much  demand  are  regu- 
larly imported  from  the  United  States,  the  opportunities  for  trade 
extension  in  Curasao  are  usually  so  unimportant  that  their  publication 
as  trade  opportunities  is  not  justified.  The  consulate's  work  in  that 
line  is  therefore  generally  confined  to  putting  American  dealers  and 
manufacturers  in  direct  communication  with  local  dealers  and 
agents.  During  the  quarter  just  ended  an  American  piano  manu- 
facturer was  thus  put  m  touch  with  a  local  agent,  and  as  a  result  one 
piano  has  been  sold  and  the  line  is  being  actively  advertised. 

A  local  dealer  in  clothing  states  that,  due  to  the  advice  of  this  con- 
sulate, he  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  in  the  United  States  a  quality 
of  flannel  ujiderwear  that  takes  the  place  of  similar  goods  heretofore 
imported  from  a  European  house,  and  that  he  will  m  future  handle 
the  American  article,  as  he  finds  that  it  compares  favorably  in  price 
and  quality  with  the  European  brand.  He  states  that  he  encountered 
considerable  difficulty  in  persuading  Uie  American  manufacturer  to 
make  up  the  garments  in  the  exact  shape  that  he  wanted,  as  tho 
manufacturer  at  first  insisted  upon  making  them  up  as  they  are 
desired  in  the  American  market. 


SATISFACTORY  SOUTH  AKEBICAK  SALES  REPORTED. 

A  salesman  for  an  American  company,  who  has  had  considerable 
previous  experience  in  South  America  and  who  is  making  an  ex- 
tended trip  through  the  most  important  cities  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Republics,  in  writing  to  Commercial  Agent  E.  C.  Porter,  of,  tho 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  made  some  intei-osting 
statements. 

This  salesman  finds  that  American  salesmen  in  South  America  are 
well  satisfied  with  the  results  which  they  have  been  securing.  The 
results  have  been  especially  satisfactory  in  hosiery  and  underwear, 
where  large  orders  have  been  obtained,  as  the  stock  in  these  lines  in 
the  South  American  Republics  has  been  depleted  during  the  last  15 
months.   There  is  relatively  little  importation  at  the  present  time 


France  were  met. 

An  advertising  campaign  of  French  and  English  goods  is  being 
conducted  and  is  being  directed  against  all  other  products,  but  the 
merchants  do  not  seem  to  be  particularly  impressed. 

Satisfaction  is  expressed  by  merchants  in  regard  to  American  goods 
in  so  far  as  quality  is  concerned,  but  they  complain  about  the  higher 
prices  and  packing.   

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bmrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

I  Hew  York,  Boom  408  United  States  Cnstomlioiise;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  TTnlted 
States  Cnitomhonse;  Chicago,  004  Federal  Building;  St.  lonls,  403  Third  National 
Bank  Bnllding;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbemla 
Bank  Building;  San  Braneisoo, 806  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle,  823  Alaska 
Building.  OooperatlTe  hraneh  offlees:  Gleveland,  Chamber  of  Oommeree;  Oincia- 
B-tl,  Chamber  of  Oommeree;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commeroo;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeroe. 


from  Europe,  although  salesmen 
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FOREION  TBABE  OFFOSTUNITIES. 

[Where  addrcBsea  are  omitted  th^  maj  be  obtained  from'tbe  Bnream  or  Ita  bxmnek 

Dextrine,  maize  oil  soap.  No.  19211. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United 
Kingdom  reports  that  a  firm  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufac* 
turers  of  dextrine  and  maize  oil  soap.  Samples  and  prices  f.  o.  b.  Ameri- 
can port  should  be  submitted.  Gash  will  be  paid  for  the  goods  before 
shipment  from  American  pcwt  Gable  address  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 

TextUet,  No.  19212. — An  importing  firm  in  Paraguay  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  samples  and  prices  of  piece  goods. 
Linen  goods  must  be  in  bolts  of  18.30  meters,  and  cotton  goods,  snch  as 
percales,  etc.,  should  be  In  bolts  of  35  to  40  meters.  Ck)rrespondence,  liter- 
ature, and  full  Information  should  be  in  Spanish.  Measurements  in  metric 
system.  Samples  of  textiles  wanted  are  expected,  and  when  tbey  arrive 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Hardware,  jetcclry,  tntnks,  etc.,  No.  19213. — A  commercial  attache  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce  reports  that  a  large  exporting  firm  in  the  Nethw- 
lands  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  exporters  of  lurdware, 
cheap  jewlery,  trunks,  lamps,  cutlery,  and  enameled  goods. 

Linoleum,  No.  19214.— An  American  consular  officer  in  P(H*tugal  reports  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  act  as  agent  for  a  manufacturer  of  higher- 
class  linoleums,  especially  inlaid  end  parquet  Inlaid.  Correspondence  may 
be  In  English. 

Buttons,  dress  trimmings,  ribbons,  laces,  etc.  No.  19215.— A  report  from  an 
American  consular  officer  in  the  United  Kingdom  states  that  a  man  deBlres 
to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis  or  otherwise,  exporters  of  bnttons, 
dress  trrmniings,  ribbons,  laces,  and  other  goods  suitable  for  the  dry  goods 
trade.   References  given. 

Machinery,  No.  19216. — A  firm  in  France  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  catalogues  and  quotations  on  knitting  machinery.  Quota- 
tions on  a  basis  of  cash  with  order,  f.  o.  b.  New  Tork,  or  preferably  c.  1.  f.' 
port  of  destination,  are  desired  at  once.  Correspondence  should  be  in 
French,  If  possible. 

Brass,  and  raw  cotton,  No.  19217. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports 
ti»t  a  man  has  I'equested  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  manufac- 
torfirs  desiring  agents  for  brass  and  raw  cotton.  References  given.  Corre- 
^ndence  may  be  In  English,  Italian,  French,  or  German. 

Electrical  goods,  No.  19218.— A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
India  states  that  a  business  man  in  bis  district  desires  to  communicate 
with  mnnufacturers  of  electrical  goods. 

Buffalo  horns.  No.  19219.— A  commercial  agent  of  tlie  Bureau  r^rts  that  a 
foreign  consular  officer  desires  names  and  addresses  of  American  exporters 
of  buffalo  horns.  Communications  giving  the  average  market  prices  will  be 
appreciated. 

Steel  cylinders.  No.  192^.— A  business  man  In  the  United  States  Informs  a 
commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with 
manufacturers  of  steel  cylinders  or  tubes  for  holding  carbonic  gas. 

Machinery,  No.  19221. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  rep- 
resentative of  nn  Australian  firm  Is  In  the  United  States  and  desires  to  be 
placed  In  touch  with  manufacturers  of  confectionery  machinery. 

Machinery,  No.  19222.— A  representative  of  a  firm  in  Argentina,  who  Is  now  In 
this  country.  Informs  a  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  that  he  wishes 
to  be  plaeo<i  In  touch  with  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  cleaning,  etc., 
hides,  sheepskins,  and  wool,  and  sewing  grain  bags. 

Machinery,  No.  19223. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports,  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  machines 
for  boring  holes  In  Ivory  buttons. 

Brushes  and  brooms,  No.  19224.— A  representative  of  a  firm  in  Switzerland,  who 
is  now  In  this  country,  informs  the  Bijrenn  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  la 
touch  with  manufacturers  of  bruslies  and  brooms ;  also  the  materials  used 
In  the  manufacture  of  these  products. 
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SWEDISH-AMERICAN  LINE  TO  STABT  THIS  MONTH. 

[American  Minister  Ira  N.  Morris,  Stockholm,  Oct.  18.1 

Mr.  Brostrom,  Minister  of  Marine,  states  that  it  is  the  intention  of 

the  Swedish -American  Steamship  Co.  to  begin  sailinjjs  during  the 
month  of  November.  The  vessel  which  the  company  has  acquired 
from  the  Holland-America  Line  and  which  now  bears  tlie  name 
Potsdam^  will  hereafter  be  known  as  the  Stockholm.  The  Govern- 
ment here  is  much  interested  in  the  prospects  of  this  line,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  it  will  have  all  the  success  that  it  merits  by  inaugurat- 
ing direct  passenger  and  freight  service  between  Sweden  and  New 
York. 

fl>itq>at<:l)es  relntioK  to  tbe  plans  for  the  SwetUsh-Anterlcan  liae  were  pub* 
Mslied  iu  CouuERCE  ItKPOitrs  for  Oct.  25,  Aug,  20,  and  Mar.  2,  1915.] 


CONSULAB  TBADE  CONFEBENCES. 

Consul  General  W.  Henry  Robertson,  of  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina, 
reports  that  he  will  be  in  the  United  States  on  leave  from  November 
in  to  December  31,  1915.  From  November  19,  for  one  week,  his 
address  will  be  care  of  the  Branch  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 

Domestic  Commerce,  in  New  York,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the 
period  his  address  will  be  80G  Charles  Street,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 


More  Boats  for  the  Banana  Trade. 

[Special  .\gent  barrftrlHiirrla,  Ifa^tiua,  act.  4.J  '  <-  . 

The  banana  trade  between  Central  America  and  the  United  Stittea 
is  to  be  further  facilitated  by  the  operation  of  five  additional  steamers 
which  the  United  Fruit  Company  has  just  taken  over  from  the  Elder- 
Fyfe  Line.  These  boats  were  formerly  devoted  to  the  service  of 
supplying  Central  American  bananas  to  English  markets. 
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ABRAKOEHENTS  FOB  SHIFPINa  AUSTBAUAN  WHEAT  CBOP. 

[Report  of  Cnnadtan  GoTernment  Trade  Conuntssloaer,  Melboornci,  SepL  29.] 

Subject  to  favorable  weather  conditions  continuing  until  the 
crop  is  harvested,  it  is  estimated  by  the  authorities  in  the  various 
States  that  the  yield  of  wheat  in  Australia  this  year  will  approxi- 
mate 145.000,000  bushels.  The  wheat  yield  in  the  several  States  is, 
nt  this  date,  officially  estimated  as  follows: 

Busbels. 

New  South  Wales  „—   60. 000. 090 

Victoria   40,000.000 

South  Australia   25, 000, 000 

Western  Australia   20, 000, 000 

The  official  estimates  are  considered  to  be  optimistic  by  the  large 
exporting  firms,  who  express  the  conviction  that  the  total  wheat 
vield  will  not  exceed  125,000,000  bushels,  against  25,000,000  busliels  in 
the  year  1914^15, 106.600,000  bushels  in  1913-14:,  94,880,000  bushels  in 
1912-13,  and  73,894,000  bushels  in  1911-12. 

The  wheat-shipping  scheme,  arranged  by  the  Commonwealth 
Government,  by  which  the  chartering  of  steamers  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  wheat  and  other  produce  oversea  has  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  two  prominent  Australian  firms,  who  will  be  remimerated  by  a 
commission  not  exceeding  1\  per  cent.  Whatever  freight  is  paid,  the 
commission  bears  no  charge  beyond  the  maximum  of  4d.  (8  cents) 
per  ton,  so  that  if  the  freight  rates  are  high  the  chartering  brokerage 
will  not  amount  to  IJ  per  cent.  Shipi>ers,  however,  will  be  charged 
a  chartering  commission  of  5  per  cent  to  reimburse  any  expenditure 
incurred  by  the  Government,  but  after  the  expense  are  covered  the 
residue  will  be  paid  to  the  States  from  which  shipments  have  been 
made.  From  the  present  outlook  it  is  not  considered  likely  that 
sufficient  ships  can  be  chartered  to  take  away  the  estimated  surplus 
available  for  export  within  a  reasonable  period.  Thus  there  will  be 
only  one  channel  through  which  tlie  chartei-s  are  to  be  arranged, 
whereby,  it  is  considered,  competition  for  tonnage  will  be  eliminated. 
The  agents  appointed  by  the  Government  are  now  endeavoring  to 
effect  charters  both  locally  and  ovei*sea  with  the  hope  of  submitting 
a  definite  statement  by  October  15.  The  Freight  Arrangements  Act, 
assented  to  September  13,  empowers  the  Federal  Treasurer  to  borrow 
up  to  £100,000  ($486,650)  from  the  Commonwealth  Bank  at  5  per  cent 
per  annum  to  finance  the  chartering  of  steamers  or  sailers.  It  is 
provided  that  the  act  shall  come  into  operation  during  the  coming 
wheat  season,  but  sliall  not  continue  in  force  after  the  expiration  oi 
six  months  f  i-om  the  end  of  the  present  war. 

FOBEiaN  BI^BESENTATIVES'  ADDBESSES. 

American  consular  officers  have  frequently  voiced  the  request, 
through  tlie  pages  of  Commerce  Repokts,  that  firms  in  the  United 
Ststefi  hrrvift^^ ranches  of  agents  in  foreign  countries  should  noti^ 
the  consul  in  whose  district  these  representatives  are  stationed. 
Consul  Roger  C.  Tredwell,  of  Leghorn,  Italy,  now  makes  the  further 
suggestion : 

Aniericiiri  inaDUfactarers  should  coinniunlcate  the  names  and  addreeaes  of 
tliefr  brunches  or  agents  In  forclf^n  countries  to  all  of  the  consular  officers  In 
such  countries.  The  ndvnntane  to  be  gained  by  consular  offlcers  having  on  file 
a  list  of  all  tlie  representative  of  American  trade  In  the  country  to  which  th^ 
are  assigned  Is  so  great  that  It  reqalres  no  furthor  expo^tion.     _  . 
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HEW  FACmC  UNE  BEITEFIT  TO  FHUIFFINE  ISLANDS. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  E.  Carleton,  Hongkoog,  Sept.  27.] 

An  official  annoimcement  has  been  made  regarding  the  new  Pacific 
steamship  company  which  has  been  formed  in  Holland  under  the 
name  of  the  Java-Pacific  Line,  and  the  first  steamer  of  which  will  be 
dispatched  from  Batavia,  Dutch  East  Indies,  on  December  15,  for 
San  Francisco.  There  will  be  four  boats  on  the  run,  giving  practi- 
cally monthly  sailings.  The  average  capacity  of  these  boats  will  be 
from  10,000  to  12,0(W  tons.  The  Java  company's  boats  will  carry  a 
limited  number  of  first-class  and  steerage  passengers.  The  boats  of 
the  other  lines  will  probably  carry  only  steerage. 

The  companies  interested  in  the  new  Pacific  service  are  the  Java- 
China-Japan  Line,  the  Nederland  Roj'al  Mail  Line,  and  the  Rotter- 
dam Lloyd  Royal  Mail  Line.  The  first-mentioned  company  will 
furnish  two  of  the  boats  and  the  two  othei-s  one  each.  If  the  business 
warrants,  other  boats  will  be  added  later. 

The  inauguration  of  this  service  is  no  doubt  due  in  some  consider- 
able measure  to  the  efforts  of  the  Government  of  the  Philippine 
Islands,  as  it  was  necessary  to  relieve  the  difficulties  which  resulted 
from  the  withdrawal  of  the  Pacific  Mail  by  inducing  other  lines  to 
include  Manila  among  their  ports  of  call.  The  San  Francisco 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  likewise  been  deeply  interested  in  the 
extension  of  the  Java  Line  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  the  Java-China-Japan  Company  consid- 
ered the  advisability  of  extending  its  service  to  Vancouver,  but  it 
was  deemed  then  that  the  conditions  did  not  warrant  an  Oriental- 
Pacific  connection.  Following  the  withdrawal  of  the  Pacific  Mail, 
and  as  a  result  of  the  abnormal  freiglit  rat«s,  it  was  decided  that  all 
interests  would  be  materially  benefited  by  the  new  service. 

[Previous  aiinouncements  regarding  this  line  wera  published  In  CoMMBBCB 
Refobi-s  for  Nov.  C  nnd  Nov.  10,  1915.] 


EFFECTIVE  TEADE-FKOHOTION  WOAK. 

■  Vice  Consul  Mahlon  F.  Perkins  reports  that  as  a  result  of  Foreign 
Trade  Opportunity  No.  13111  an  order  has  been  placed  by  one  of 
the  most  important  Chinese  printing  establishments  with  an  Ameri- 
can firm  for  a  large  rotary  lithographing  press.  Before  the  arrival 
of  the  press,  and  at  the  request  of  the  managers  of  the  corporation, 
an  arrangement  was  effected  whereby  the  American  firm  was  to  sup- 
ply an  expert  for  the  period  of  one  year  for  the  jjurpose  of  placing 
the  press  in  operation  and  for  the  instruction  of  the  native  employees. 
At  the  time  of  making  this  arrangement  it  was  intimated  that  an 
order  would  be  placed  for  a  second  machine.  The  consular  officer  is 
now  informed  that  this  second  order  has  been  given  in  i-ecognition 
of  the  satisfactory  results  of  the  first  order. 

It  is  \mderstood  that  the  corporation  having  made  contracts  for 
the  printing  of  a  large  order  of  Government  bonds  and  several  mil- 
lion dollars'  worth  of  provincial  bank  notes  is  now  operating  tJie 
original  press  about  15  hours  a  day,  and  that  at  this  rate  it  will  take 
about  15  months  to  complete  its  contracts,  necessitating  an  oi-der  for 
the  second  press.  In  order  to  meet  tlie  demands  of  its  increasing 
business  the  corporation  contemplates  the  purchase  of  one  or  two 
additional  large  printing  presses  in  the' coming  year.  It  is  under- 
stood this  order  will  be  placed  with  American  manufacturers.^, 
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COAST  AND  GEODETIC  STTETEY  CHARTS  IK  POST  OFFICES. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Post  Office  and  Treasury 
Departments  by  whit^h  the  charts  and  nautical  publications  of  the 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survov  will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
■public  in  the  principal  seaport  cities  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
coasts,  and  at  some  cities  in  the  interior.  A  framed  cop^  of  the  most 
important  chart  of  the  locality  will  be  placed  in  a  prominent  position 
in  the  lobby  of  the  post  office  in  each  city,  together  with  a  placard 
bearing  information  as  to  hov/  the  charts  and  publications  may  be 
obtained. 

The  results  obtained  by  the  survey  are  published  in  charts  on 
various  scales,  including  sailing  charts,  general  charts  of  the  coai^ 
and  harbor  charts;  tide  tables,  issued  annually  in  advance,  giving  the 
time  and  height  of  the  tides  at  all  the  principal  ports  in  the  XTnited 
States  and  at  some  foreign  ports;  coast  pilots,  with  sailing  directions 
covering  the  navigable  waters;  notices  to  mariners,  issued  weekly 
and  containing  the  latest  information  necessary  for  safe  navigation ; 
catalogues  of  charts  and  publications;  and  special  publications  on 
geodesy,  terrestrial  magnetism,  and  other  subjects  pertaining  to  the 
work  of  the  survey.  A  special  publication  descriptive  of  the  work 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  tiie  Division  of  Publications,  De- 
partment of  Commerce. 
Places  Where  Oliarts  May  be  Fnrehased. 

The  charts,  coast  pilots,  and  tide  tables  are  sold  at  the  office  of  the 
Survey  in  Washington,  at  the  suboffices  of  the  Survey,  and  by  agents 
in  the  principal  cities.  Prices  are  given  in  the  chart  catalo^e,  which 
is  supplied  to  applicants  without  charge.  Lists  of  publications  avail- 
able for  free  distribution  may  be  obtained  from  the  Division  of  Pub* 
lications,  Department  of  Commerce. 

Framed  charts  will  be  displayed,  as  announced,  at  post  offices  in 
these  cities:  Augusta,  Bangor,  Bar  Harbor,  Bath,  Eastport,  Portland, 
and  Rockland,  Mo.;  Boston,  Fall  River,  Gloucester,  and  New  Bed- 
ford, Mass.;  Newport  and  Providence,  K.  I.;  Bridgeport,  Hartford, 
and  New  Haven,  Conn.;  New  York,  N.  Y.;  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.; 
Wilmington,  Del. ;  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Washington, 
D.  C.;  Norfolk,  Newport  News,  and  Richmond,  Va.;  Wilmington, 
N.  C;  Charleston,  S-  C;  Savannah,  Ga.;  Jaclcsonville,  Key  West, 
and  Pensacola,  Fla.;  Mobile,  Ala.;  Gulfport,  Miss.;  New  Orleans, 
La.;  Galveston,  Tex.;  San  Juan,  P.  R.;  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Chicago, 
111.;  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco,  Cal.j  Portland,  Oreg.;  Seattle 
and  Tacoma.  Wash. 

The  suboffices  of  the  Survey,  at  which  there  are  stocks  of  charts 
for  sale,  are:  Boston,  Mass.,  Customhouse  (office  of  commercial 
agent) ;  New  York,  N.  Y.,  room  403,  Customhouse;  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  rooms  308-10,  Customhouse;^  Seattle,  Wash.,  room  202,  Burke 
Building;  Manila,  P.  I.,  Intendencia  Building;  Galveston,  Tex.,  room 
19,  Cotton  Exchamre  Building;  New  Orleans,  La.,  1020  Hibemia 
Bank  Building  (office  of  commercial  agent). 

Vessels  of  the  Lighthouse  Service  are  supplied  with  copies  of 
charts  covering  their  districts.  Charts  may  be  obtained  from  them 
in  places  where  there  are  no  agencies^  or  where  the  agents  are  out  of 
the  particular  chart  desired. 
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ABOENTINA'S  FBOFOSEO  U^IXBHAL  LOAN. 

[American  ArotwsBador  F,  J.  StlmBon,  Baeoos  Aires,  Oct.  14.] 

La  Prensa,  in  yesterday's  issue,  states  that  the  Argentine  Govern- 
ment is  preparing  for  an  internal  loan  of  120,000,000  pesos,  Argen- 
tine paper  ($50,952,000,  United  States  currency),  through  the  Bank 
of  the  Nation,  which  will  be  authorized  to  suggest  to  its  depositors 
the  purchase  of  the  Government  5  per  cent  notes  with  all  or  part 
of  their  moneys  on  deposit,  at  a  price  of  90,  to  net  the  investor  5.56 
per  cent.  Arrangements  will  then  be  made  for  loaning  the  necessary 
cash  to  the  depositors  on  the  security  of  tliese  same  bonds. 

Another  article  on  the  subject  appeared  in  the  Standard,  one  of 
the  English  papers  of  this  city,  this  morning.   It  said,  in  part : 

There  will  be  bomls  of  the  nominal  nmount  of  120,000,000  pesos  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Government  if  the  projected  budget  for  next  year  sliould  be 
Banctloned  by  Congress,  and  It  has  been  already  approved  by  the  budget  com- 
mittee of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  The  following  plan  for  the  disposal  of  the 
bonds  has  been  devised  aod  will  l>e  submitteil  to  Congress:  The  Bank  of  the 
Nation  is  to  ofT^r  to  sell  to  Its  depositors  and  to  those  of  the  private  banks  the 
bonds  of  the  Credito  Argentlno  Intemo  held  by  tlie  Treasnry  and  those  that 
are  Intended  to  be  Issaed  at  the  price  of  90  per  cent  of  their  nominal  value, 
and  the  Bank  of  the  Nation  will  be  authorized  to  hold  the  iKinds  and  to  collect 
the  coupons  on  account  of  the  purchasers;  the  National  Government  will,  so 
long  as  the  bonds  are  left  with  the  Bank  of  the  Nation  for  safety,  guarantee  the. 
punctual  payment  of  the  Interest,  and  will  also  undertake  to  repurchase  the 
bonds  at  00  per  cent  at  any  time  if  the  persons  entitled  to  them  should  desire  to 
reconvert  tltem  Into  cosh. 

The  Bank  of  the  Nation  would  be  paid  one-half  per  cent  for  taking  care  of 
the  t>onds  and  receiving  the  coupons  and  paying  the  sums  received  to  the  owners 
of  the  bonds.  The  private  banks  charge  their  customers  1  per  cent  for  tho!% 
operations.  It  Ms  not  been  stated  whether  the  bank  commission  is  to  be  paid 
.by  the  Government  or  by  .the  bondholders. 

[An  article  on  the  Argentine  national  budget  and  its  preparation  was  pub- 
lished In  GouMKRCE  Rkpokts  for  Oct.  6,  1915.] 


SPAIN  SEEKS  AMEEICAN  STEEL  FOB  ITS  KNIVES. 

[Conaul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  Seville.  Sept.  28.] 

Steel  kniv^  are  extensively  manufactured  in  Spain,  and  one  of  the 
manufacturers,  whose  principal  office  is  in  Seville,  is  seeking  supplies 
of  steel  for  their  manufacture  on  account  of  a  shortage  of  raw  ma- 
terial. He  informed  the  American  consul  at  Seville  that  he  used 
annually  about  100  tons  of  steel,  and  had  no  objection  to  paying  cash 
against  documents  for  materials  purchased.  He  desires  to  import 
through  Seville  or  Valencia.  His  factory  is  in  Alicante  Province. 

The  consul  believes  that  the  United  States  will  be  depended  upon 
to  supply  the  steel  needed  during  the  present  war.  ICnives  manufac- 
tured here  are  of  special  shape  and  size  and  the  manufacturers  of  this 
countiT  are  Itnown  to  produce  a  superior  quality  of  goods.  It  is 
doubt/iil  if  American-made  knives  could  take  the  place  of  the  Span- 
ish article,  unless  the  American  manufacturer  will  secure  samples 
of  those  made  here  and  make  exact  duplicates.  There  is  a  call  here 
also  for  penknives  and  cheap  safety  razors. 

[The  consul  Ims  forwarded  samples  of  the  steel  strips  required  by  Spanish 
knife  nmnufacturers,  which  moy  be  seen  by  intcrpstrd  persoTis  at  tlie  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  oflici?s.  Two  of  these  are 
plain  flat  steel  bands,  and  the  others  have  a  slightly  wedge-shapetl  cross  section. 
The  address  of  tlie  inquirer  for  steel  may  also  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
or  Its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  6T010.] 
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HABEET  FOB  SHOE  POLISHES  IS  COSTA  BICA. 

ICoQBul  Samoel  T.  Lee,  San  7oee,  Oct  12.] 

Formerly  the  Continent  furnished  most  of  the  shoe  polishes  im- 
poi-ted  into  Costa  Eica,  especially  blacking,  but  since  the  war  this 
.  class  of  merchandise  has  been  supplied  exclusively  from  the  United 
States. 

To  become  really  popular,  the  blacking  should  be  put  up  in  small 
tins  that  could  be  retailed  profitably  at  the  equivalent  of  3  cents  gold. 
Fully  90  per  cent  of  the  demand  is  for  a  black  wax  polish  without  a 
liquid  cleaner.  Tan  shoes  are  not  commonly  worn  and  white  shoes 
are  seldom  seen  except  in  the  cities  of  Limon  and  Puntarenas.  Shoe 
polishes  pay  duty  at  the  rate  of  $4.22  gold  per  100  pounds  gross 
weight,  and  in  packing  the  tare  should  be  kept  as  low  as  possible. 
Brand  Same*— Temu. 

If  a  trade  name  is  proposed  for  this  market  it  would  be  wise  to 
select  some  simple  word,  preferably  Spanish,  that  would  soon  become 
well  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the  consumers.  Too  much  stress  can  not 
be  laid  on  the  importance  of  selecting  names. easily  pronounced  by 
Spanish-speaking  people. 

The  leading  importers  here  are  listed  with  Dun's  and  with  Brad- 
street's  and  the  local  banlis  can  also  give  credit  ratings.  These  deal* 
ers  often  buy  for  cash  to  obtain  liberal  diacounts,  specially  when  the 
selling  qualities  of  a  staple  article  are  well  known  to  them.  At  other 
times  important  dealers  obtain  three  to  six  months'  time  and  pay 
interest  on  the  account  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum. 

Sales  Ifethods. 

Any  manufacturer  planning  a  real  campaign  in  the  markets  of 
Spanish  America  ought  at  least  to  have  in  his  employ  a  good  Spanish 
correspondent  and  be  equipped  with  descriptive  literature  in  the 
Spanish  language  giving  best  prices  and  terms  for  export;  but  tlie 
most  effective  way  to  win  this  trade  is  to  work  the  field  throu^^ 
pi*operly  qualified,  Spanish-speaking  salesmen. 

Tne  exclusive- agency  plan  for  a  staple  article  of  almost  prime 
necessity  is  not  always  to  be  recommended.  The  element  of  the 
agent's  personality,  his  financial  standing,  and  his  energy  and  gen- 
eral business  capacity  are  such  important  factors  in  the  introduction 
of  a  new  article  in  a  foreign  field  that  it  is  often  inadvisable  to  thus 
center  all  chances  of  success  on  one  individual  or  firm.  The  more 
important  staple  articles  of  trade  sold  in  this  district  are  not,  as  a 
rulcj  distributed  by  a  single  individual  or  firm,  but  are  handled  by 
all  importers  dealing  in  those  lines,  who  work  directly  with  the 
factory  or  else  through  a  i-eliable  commission  house  in  the  country 
of  origin. 

rConsnl  C  DonaMson,  Port  Llmon,  Oct.  19.] 

Port  Limon  ITses  Llflit  Dressingt. 

Practically  all  of  the  slioe  polish  and  dressings  imported  into  the 
Port  Limon  district  are  brought  in  by  large  wholesale  houses  that 
import  general  merchandise  (such  as  are  known  in  the  United  States 
as  department  stores),  of  which  there  are  two  doing  business  here 
at  present.  Owing  to  climatic  conditions  in  this  section  white  can- 
vas and  white  kid  or  buck  shoes  are  much  worn,  also  the  lightweight 
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ttm  leather  E^oe,  and  the  bulk  of  the  polish  imported  is  for  use  on 
such  footwear. 

The  most  practical  way  to  promote  trade  in  the  Port  Limon  dis- 
trict is  to  send  good  representatives  with  samples;  the  next  best  way 
would  be  to  send  samples  direct  to  the  local  importers.  The  Knglish 
language  is  in  general  use  here,  especially  among  wholesalers,  the 
largest  houses  being  American  and  German.  The  smaller  mer- 
chants use  the  Spanish  language  almost  exclusively.  Therefore, 
correspondence  should  be  in  English  and  Spanish,  as  local  firms 
generally  use  both  languages. 

Transportation  facilities  are  good.  There  are  direct  lines  of 
steamers  weekly  from  New  York,  Boston,  and  New  Orleans,  which 
make  the  trip  in  8  to  10  days,  including  all  stops  at  way  ports. 

[A  list  of  importers  of  shoe  polishes  and  the  names  of  three  hanks  in  the  San 
.Tos6  consular  district  and  the  addresses  of  the  two  Port  Llmon  firms  that  control 
the  bulk  of  the  trade  there,  as  well  ns  two  suinller  concerns,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices ;  refer 
to  file  Nob.  C7907  and  68452.] 


BTTRSU  USES  INCREASING  NUlfBEB  OF  BOHESS. 

[ConsQl  MasweU  K.  Moorbead,  Rangoon,  Burma,  Sept.  20.] 

The  imports  of  boilers  into  Burma,  although  not  large,  show  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  past  three  years.  During  the  year  ended 
March  31,  1913,  boilers  were  imported  to  a  value  of  $62,380,  of  which 
the  United  Kingdom  supplied  76  per  cent,  the  United  States  17  per 
cent,  and  Germany  5  per  cent.  The  next  year  imports  increased  to 
$124,730,  72  per  cent  bein^  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom  and  24  i 
per  cent  by  the  United  States.  The  year  ended  March  31,  1915, 
showed  only  a  small  decrease  notwithstanding  the  depressed  condi-  ' 
tion  of  trade  due  to  the  war,  the  total  imports  of  boilers  being  valued 
at  $122,060,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  81  per  cent  find 
the  United  States  18  per  cent. 

Annual  Imports  of  Boilers,  by  Coantries.  : 


The  values  of  imports  of  boilers  into  Burmn,  by  countries,  daring 
the  three  years  ended  March  31,  1913  to  1915,  in  United  States  cur- 
rency were : 


Countries. 

Value. 

1912-13 

1913-H 

1914-15 

3,  Jim 
SIO 

so,m 

S99,(M1 

370 
3. 2^0 
II),  790 

21,110 

ti2,3S0 

124,730  1  ]22,UoO 

Burma  is  not  an  industrial  or  manufacturing  country,  the  cultiva- 
tion of  rice  being  by  far  the  most  important  occupation  of  the  in- 
habitants. Boilers  are  used,  however,  by  a  few  rice  and  sawmills, 
as  well  as  oil  refineries.  A  few  of  the  rubber  estates  and  miners  also 
use  them. 


lIAstB  of  engineers  and  users  of  boilers,  Inclndlne  oil  refineries,  rice  millers, 
mines,  sawmills,  railways,  elcctrlc-pmver  companies,  and  rubbci*  L>stntcs,  In 
Burma,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Forelen  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  branch  offices.  Befor  to  file  No.  67,815.]  _ 
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£XPOBIS  TO  mniEB  STATES  EHOU  TEBEE  OEBUAN  DISTRICTS. 

[Consul  Gonetal  n^ory  II.  Morgan,  Hamburg,  8t>pt.  30.] 

Eamlnus's  Sliipineiits  to  XbU  Coniitry  and  Island  Pouesslons. 

The  declined  value  of  exports  from  the  Tl:mibiirg  consular  district 
to  the  United  States  and  its  island  possessions  for  the  nine  months 
from  January  1  to  Septemlier  30,  1015,  coin])ai-ed  with  those  for  the 
corresponding  periods  in  1914  and  1913,  were: 


Jan.  1  to  B«pt. 

30. 

Exports. 

U13 

IQU 

From  HAmburs: 

S8,Seo,067 

r,  972,361 

coi,4a 

6,fi2^,0Sl 

6,910^326 

090, sae 

1,672,377 

1,637,438 

81,(08 

1,747,473 

9»,288 

163,0» 

1R,7M,9B7 

16,?39,321 

1, 106,083 

1,479,317 

1,045,860 

65,653 

101,274 

90,966 

6,344 

24,285 

63,338 

From  Kiel  to  United  States  

311,178 
10,068 

239,037 
12,348 

8,610 
1.000 

610 

»,6fil,7M 

17,788,440 

1,187,788 

>  No  exports  from  Lueb«ck  and  Kiel  to  Porto  Kico  or  Hawaiian  lalaods. 


[Conml  General  Jnllna  G.  Lay,  Berlin,  Oct,  1.] 

Declared  Exports  from  Berlin  Consular  District. 

Declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Berlin  consular 
district  for  tiie  quarter  ^ded  September  30, 1915,  compared  with  the 
quarter  ended  Septemb^:  30,  1914,  were: 


riaoes  ot  distlnatlon. 

m* 

UU 

United  Statea  

33,535,897 
64,790 
IBS 
135 

8,691,033 

S774,ffl3 
^300 

778,383 

[Consul  Alfred  W.  Donegan,  Magdeburg,  Sept  30.] 

Kardebarg's  Exports  to  United  States  for  the  Quarter. 

The  total  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Magdeburg  for  the 
quarter  ended  September  30,  1915,  according  to  invoice  certified 
at  the  American  consulate,  were  valued  at  $130,422.  The  amount 
fell  somewhat  below  that  for  the  quarter  ended  June  30, 1915,  whidi 
was  $195,794.  The  exports  to  the  United  States  from  this  district 
for  Uie  past  seven  months  were  principally  leather  gloves.  These 
constituted  98  per  cent  of  the  total  for  the  quarter  just  ended.  No 
shipments  were  made  to  the  Philippines,  Porto  Kico,  or  Hawaii  dur- 
ing the  quarter. 

Export  figures  for  the  September  quarters  of  the  pa^  five  years 
and  for  the  first  nine  months  of  each  of  these  years  show  the  large 
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falling  off  in  the  trade  of  this  district  with  the  United  States  this 
year.   These  figures  are : 


Year. 

Jan.  1  to 
Sept.  30. 

July  1  to 
Sept.  30. 

Year. 

Jan.  1  to 
Sept.  30. 

July  I  to 
Sept.  30. 

18,397,414 

0,033.224 
10,240,687 

$2,2«t,60S 

3, 782, 733 
3,  "2S,  7i7 

•9,047,500 
2,0S0,fl63 

$1,073,061 
130,423 

1912  

ma  

1913  

Of  the  nine  months  total  this  year,  about  70  per  cent  was  com- 
posed of  potash  and  salt  shipments  in  January  and  February,  before 
the  potash  embargo,  and  about  20  per  cent  of  leather  glove  sMpments. 


THIEVES'  KAEEET  IH  SAN  ITTIS  POTOSI. 

[Consul  Wilbert  L.  BouQey,  Sao  Lois  Potosl.  Mexico,  Oct.  18.] 

The  BO-called  thieves*  market  in  San  Luis  Potosi  is  one  of  the 
curious  and  characteristic  institutions  of  the  city.  It  consists  of  a 
series  of  small  booths  along  the  side  of  the  public  market;  in  these 
booths  every  article  known  to  the  hardware,  plumbing,  and  novelty 
tnidea  may  be  found  at  second-hand  in  every  conceivable  state  of 
preseorvation  or  decay.  The  name  of  the  market  is  no  reflection  upon 
the  proprietors  nor  upon  their  patrons,  but  is  an  implication  that 
thieTes  sell  in  this  market  their  miscellaneous  plunder. 

Here  are  found  tools  and  implements,  knives  and  pistols,  plow 
pmnts,  door  knobs,  bottles,  hinges,  valves  and  elbows,  chain,  bridle 
bits,  razors,  religious  books  from  the  old  Barcelona  press,  cheap  jew- 
elry, and  occasionally  odd  pieces  of  table  silver.  In  fact,  any  bit  of 
portable  and  nonperishable  merchandise  may  be  bought  or  soM  in 
the  thieves*  market.  It  constitutes  a  serious  competition  for  the 
hardware  stores,  for  if  the  householder  finds  himself  in  need  of  a 
door  knocker,  a  hinge,  or  a  pane  of  glass,  his  first  resort  is  to  this 
market.  Many  parts  of  implements  n-om  the  plantations  find  their 
way  to  this  market.  The  proprietors  are  said  to  deal  in  more  valuable 
goods,  such  as  precious  stones  and  metals,  but  these  are  not  shown 
to  the  public  nor  offered  to  strangers.  Antique  pieces  of  brass  work, 
china,  and  silver  may  sometimes  be  found,  but  these  should  be  pur- 
chased with  the  customary  caution. 

There  are  no  fixed  prices.  The  dealer  gets  what  he  can,  depending 
largely  upon  the  patience  of  the  customer.  The  pawnshops  turn  over 
to  this  market  cheap  articles  in  hardware  and  jewelry  which  are  not 
redeemed  or  sold  at  auction.  Carpenters  and  cabinetmakers  find 
here  their  odd  pieces  for  repair  work,  such  as  locks  and  keys,  fancy 
screws,  and  hinges.  American  goods  are  sometimes  seen,  particu- 
larly barber's  supplies,  cheap  watches,  buttons,  and  safety  razors. 
Imported  articles  in  San  Luis  Potosi  are  always  expensive,  and  arti- 
cles of  metal,  even  of  native  manufacture,  are  relatively  high;  such 
articles  are  not  discarded  when  worn,  but  find  their  way  to  this  mar- 
ket and  are  used  again  and  again.  It  is  a  sort  of  clearing  house  of 
ctnnmodities.  To  an  extent  it  supplies  the  lack  of  specialized  stores 
and  prevents  waste. 
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FISH  iKSXrSIBT  OF  SFAIH. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Oracer,  Seville.  Bept  18.1 

The  fishing  industir  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  of  the 
local  trades  of  Andalusia,  and  the  Revista  Comercial,  official  organ 
of  the  chamber  of  commerce,  recently  gave  some  particulars  concern- 
ing it  that  will  undoubtedly  prove  of  interest  to  American  dealers 
and  importers. 

This  article  states  that  the  annual  production  of  fish  in  Spain 
amounts  to  102,000,000  pesetas  (approximately  $19,686,000)  and  that 
150,000  men  are  employed,  which  means  the  support  of  750,000 
persons.  There  are  586  steam  and  15,194  sailing  vessels  engaged  in 
the  industry,  also  800  curing  and  drying  factories;  the  value  of 
vessels,  nets,  and  other  paniphemaUa  being  approximately  32,000,000 
pesetas  ($6,176,000).  deluded  in  this  are  the  Government  taxes  on 
the  27  fishing  grounds. 

Annaal  f  rodnetios  of  Tinned  Fish — Comparison  vlth  Trance  and  Italy. 

The  annual  production  of  tinned  fish  in  Spain  is  said  to  be 
3,500,000  cases  of  10  tii^  to  the  case.  The  Bevista  Comercial  states 
that  the  pack  of  Portugal  is  about  1,500,000  cases  and  that  of  France 

1,000,000  cases.  Spain  is  thus  the  principal  producer  of  this  prodod; 
among  these  three  nations,  which  practically  have  a  monopoly  of 
the  industry  in  Europe. 

One  of  the  largest  packers  in  the  Seville  district  reports  that  the 
statements  appearing  in  the  Kevista  Comercial  are  by  no  means 
exaggerated,  and  that  the  pack  of  Spain  is  considerably  larger  than 
the  combined  packs  of  France  and  Portugal.  He  states  that  the 
impression  prevalent  throughout  the  world  that  the  French  and 
Italian  pacl^  are  large  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  large  quanti-^ 
ties  of  Spanish  fish  products  are  sliipped  abroad  bearing  French 
and  Italian  labels.  According  to  his  statements,  practically  no  fish 
of  Italian  pack  is  shipped  out  of  that  country,  being  all  needed  for 
home  consumption,  and  the  foreign  shipments  consist  almost  en- 
tirely of  Spanish-packed  products  bearing  Italian  labels.  Tills  is 
also  "largely  true  oi  the  French  products,  tiiough  a  certain  quantity 
of  French-packed  fish  is  exported.  This  packer  states  that  tie  per- 
sonally packs  in  his  establishment  five  well-lcnown  brands  of  French 
sardines,  and  also  packs  several  brands  with  Italian  and  German 
marks.  In  his  opinion,  the  estimate  as  given  in  the  Revista  Comercial 
rather  imdercstimates  than  overestimates  the  Spanish  pack. 

The  article  in  the  R«vista  Comercial  continues  by  stating  that  the 
value  of  the  fish  packed  amounts  to  17,000,000  pesetas  ($3,281,000) 
for  the  raw  fish,  to  which  must  be  added  tlie  amount  expended  for 
oil,  tins,  labor,  etc.,  which  will  make  the  value  of  the  annual  Spanish 
pack  when  ready  for  the  market  approximately  40,000,000  to 
45,000,000  pesetas  ($7,720,000  to  $8,685,000)  per  amium. 

Quality  of  Spanish  Goods — Export  Markets. 

Although  in  past  years  the  industry  has  suffered  considerably 
because  of  the  low  quality  of  the  oils  employed  and  defective  prepa- 
ration and  packing,  these  faults  have  been  remedied,  and  it  is  said 
that  Spimish  goods  now  compare  favorably  with  the  finest  qualities 
produced  elsewhere. 
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Although  the  exportation  of  Spanish  tinned  fish  has  not  grown  as 
rapidly  as  might  have  been  hoped  for  by  the  producers,  it  is  said 
that  they  are  making  headway  in  the  American  (probably  meaning 
South  American)  markets  and  in  the  Orient,  even  though  a  con- 
siderable quantity  is  sold  to  French  merchants,  who  relabd  the  tins 
and  reexport  them  as  French  products.  The  article  says : 

Italy  would  be  the  natural  market  for  S[mnls!i  fish  products,  but  the  Spanish 
packers  feel  that  the  [niport  duties  there  are  practically  prohibitive  and  that 
lowering  of  these  rate?  is  necessary  to  the  development  of  the  Industry, 
especial]^  as  Portuguese  pack^  have  an  advantage  over  their  Spanish  com- 
petitors because  of  there  being  no  Import  duty  on  tlus  or  solder  in  Portugal, 
whereas  in  Spain  packers  must  pay  14  pesetas  ($2.70)  for  each  100  kilos 
(220.46  pounds). 

Spanish  Xarket  for  Oodflsh  and  Salmon. 

The  Spanish  people,  especially  the  poorer  class^,  are  large  users 
of  fish  products,  especially  the  dried  codfish,  herring,  and  sordinee, 
the  first  named  being  imported  in  considerable  quantities. 

At  the  present  time  th&re  is  a  shortage  of  codfi^  in  Seville,  and 
merchants  state  that  at  least  4,000  bales  of  50  kilos  (110.23  pomids) 
each  could  be  sold  if  the  fish  were  now  there. 

Codfish  that  comes  there  for  the  simimer  trade  usually  is  secured 
from  Iceland  or  Norway,  as  it  is  harder  and  better  withstands  the 
summer  heat,  which  sometimes  reaches  120°  in  the  shade  at  Seville. 
The  Iceland  quality  now  sold  on  that  market  is  received  c.  i.  f. 
Seville  at  about  50s.  ($12.15)  per  bale  of  50  kilos  (110.23  pounds). 
For  the  winter  trade  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  fi^  is  satisfactory. 

One  firm,  whose  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Conunerce  or  its  branch  offices  (refer  to  file 
No.  67127),  desires  a  sample  shipment  of  50  to  100  bales  of  codfish, 
in  order  to  test  the  quality,  and  the  manager  states  to  the  consul  that 
he  will  guarantee  payment  of  50  per  cent  of  the  value  of  such  a 
sample  shipment  but  could  not  make  outright  purchases  until  he  was 
aware  of  the  quality  of  the  goods.  The  usual  purchase  of  this  firm 
is  said  to  be  about  1,000  bales  per  month. 

There  is  also  a  considerable  trade  in  tinned  salmon  here,  and  the 
addresses  of  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  importation  of  these 
products  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  67127. 

THE  sAssnnB  nrsusT&T  if  bpaih. 

[Consul  General  Cart  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Sept.  8.] 

Sardines  are  found  chiefly  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  forming  great 
schools  or  banks  extending  from  the  coast  of  Ireland  to  the  Canary 
Islanda  They  are  also  found  in  considerable  quantities  in  the  Medi- 
terranean,  probably  coming  from  the  Atlantic,  attracted  by  the 
higher  temperature  of  the  water.  However,  sardine  fishing  is  of 
less  importance  on  the  Mediterranean  shores  of  Spain  than  on  the 
Bay  of  Biscay  and  the  Gulf  of  Cadiz,  where  the  principal  factories 
for  canning  sardines  are  located. 

The  supposed  diflference  between  sardines  found  in  various  parts 
of  the  world  has  been  much  disputed,  but  repeated  investigation  has 
demtHkstrated  that  no  generic  difference  exists,  as  the  sardine  is  not 
ft  sedentary  fish  and  inhabits  the  ocean  at  large,  migrating  from  coast 
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to  coast  in  search  of  food  and  mild  waters.  This  explains  its  appear- 
ance and  disappearance,  both  dependent  upon  the  movement  of 
warm  currents,  and  its  particular  abundance  on  the  coast  of  Galicia. 
Near  Finisterre,  in  closa  proximity  to  the  Gulf  Stream,  the  sardine 
is  usually  first  seen. 
Tarious  Sizes  of  Sardines. 

The  length  of  the  sardine  varies  from  4i}  to  8  inches  and  the 
weight  from  0.84648  to  2.3D83G  ounces.  Sometimes  a  few  are  found 
measuring  as  much  as  8![  inches  long,  but  this  is  extremely  rare  and 
none  exceed  10  inches.  The  sardine  is  known  by  many  names, 
according  to  locality  and  development.  In  Galicia  those  of  9  centi- 
meters (3.54  inches)  in  length,  weighing  less  than  26.4555  pounds  a 
thousand,  are  culled  "parrocha,"  and  when  G  or  6^  inches  long 
"mediano*'  or  "medianillo";  they  are  really  known  as  sardines 
only  when  they  reach  itie  size  of  from  7^  to  7^  inches  in  length, 
weighing  from  132.2773  to  154.3236  pounds  a  thousand.  There  is 
also  a  class  of  small  sardines,  found  in  Cantabrian  as  well  as  Galician 
waters,  called  "  anchoa."  This  variety  does  not  exceed  2^  to  8  inches 
and  ordinarily  weighs  0.17637  or  0.21164  ounce. 

Where  and  When  the  Sardine  is  Fonnd. 

The  sardine  is  always  found  in  the  siifjerficial  waters  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, where  fishermen  encounter  it  during  all  seasons;  the 
quantity,  however,  vanes  considerably  with  the  season.  During  the 
spring  the  sardine  appears  only  at  brief  intervals,  in  small  masses; 
during  summer  and  autumn  it  is  always  abundant  (especially  when 
the  sun  is  briglit),  except  when  the  weather  is  cold,  excessively  hot,  or 
stormy.  During  i)eriods  of  calm  the  sardines  are  numerous  and  their 
stay  jjrolonged.  They  remain  near  the  coast  and  their  first  appear-: 
ance  in  considerable  f[uantities  is  in  February  or  IVfarch.  This  is 
generally  in  the  Gulf  of  Lyon  on  the  coast  of  Oataluna,  after  which 
tliey  are  found  on  the  sliores  of  Bosellon,  Languedoc,  Toulon,  and 
farther  east. 

In  the  waters  of  the  Xoith  Atlantic,  on  the  contrary,  the  sardine 
is  entirely  absent  during  the  winter,  not  appearing  until  March  or 
April  to  any  noticeable  extent.  This  fish  is  encountered  on  the 
shores  of  the  Iberian  Peninsula,  later  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
(iulf  of  Gascony,  and  so  on  farther  north — always  influenced,  as  in 
the  Mediterranean,  by  climatic  conditions  and  also,  it  has  been  found, 
by  the  configuration  of  the  ocean  bed. 

*The  sardine  in  both  waters  derives  alimentation  from  minute 
bodies  adapted  to  the  smallness  of  its  mouth  and  teeth.  Protozoans 
are  its  principal  food.  In  the  Mediterranean  sardines  are  found  per- 
manently around  the  capes  covered  by  what  is  called  "  planicie  con- 
tinental," which  is  rich  in  neritas,  and  near  sliores  where  plankton 
abounds. 

Ko  Danger  of  Reduction  in  Supply. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  sardine  culture,  but  taking  into 
consideration  the  rapid  multiplication  of  this  fish  there  would  seem 
to  be  no  danger  of  its  being  exterminated  or  even  appreciably  re- 
duced. An  indication  in  support  of  this  belief  is  foiind  in  the  fact 
tliat  the  sardine  multiplies  perennially  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
is  subject  to  constant  taking  by  net.  The  danger  of  persecution  from 
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larger  predatory  fishes  is  obviated  in  a  measure  by  nature,  because 
the  eggs,  as  well  as  the  sardines  themselves  in  their  early  stages  of 
development  until  about  1  inch  in  length,  are  transparent,  passing 
unnoticed  by  their  enemies. 

statistics  of  Industry — Number  o(  nshermen  and  Factory  Operatives. 

Thousands  of  men  in  Spain  are  engaged  in  sardine  fishing.  The 
approximate  figures,  according  to  the  latest  statistics,  are:  Oalicia, 
27,000;  Cantabrian  coast,  11,000;  Andalusian  coast  (Cadiz  and 
Huelva),  5,000. 

The  Spanish  industry  of  canning  sardines  in  oi!  is  carried  on  most 
extensively  in  Huelva,  Galicia,  Santander,  Asturias,  Vizcai^a,  and 
Guipuzcoa.  About  30  years  ago  it  began  to  develop,  following  the 
French  methods,  but  its  progress  was  not  very  rapid  until  within  the 
last  15  years,  during  which  time  the  evolution  in  the  manner  of  fish- 
ing and  the  use  of  all  modem  appliances  have  tended  to  brin^  the 
industry  to  its  present  prosperous  condition.  The  best  machinery 
and  apparatus  are  now  employ^ed  at  the  canning  factories. 

According  to  recent  statistics  of  the  Centro  de  Informaci6n  Co- 
merciai  del  Ministerio  de  Estado,  Spain  produces  annually,  on  an  aver- 
age, more  than  1,600,000  cases  of  sardmes  in  oil  of  100  tins  to  the 
case.  More  than  two-thirds  of  these  are  exported  from  Galicia  alone, 
Vigo  being  the  chief  port  of  shipment. 

The  sardine  industry  of  Santander,  as  carried  on  in  Castro- 
XJrdiales,  I«redo,  Santona,  Bequejada,  San  Vicente  de  la  Barquera, 
Camillas,  and  Suances  comprises  about  300  sailboats  and  90 
steamers  of  an  approximate  value  of  $198,000,  which,  with  various 
other  appliances  employed,  represents  a  capital  of  $270,000,  employ- 
ing 2,500  fishermen  in  addition  to  1,500  operatives  in  the  canning 
factories. 

'  In  the  Province  of  Huelva,  the  principal  ports  where  the  sardine 
indiistry  is  located,  are  its  capital,  Huelva,  Isla  Cristina,  and  Aya- 
monte.  In  this  latter  port  alone  the  production  of  canned  sardines 
varies  between  2,000  and  3,000  metric  tons  (metric  equals  2,204.02 
pounds)  annually.  This  merchandise  is  almost  entirely  exported  to 
France,  Germany,  England,  and  Italy,  although  some  consignments 
are  made  direct  to  South  America.  The  four  countries  mentioned 
reexport  in  large  measure  these  sardines.  The  packers  themselves 
can  not  do  this  for  lack  of  steamship  lines.  Tlie  number  of  opera- 
tives employed  in  the  canning  fluctuates  between  800  and  1,000 
females  and  400  and  500  males,  including  in  these  figures  numerous 
children.  It  is  estimated  that  about  3,000  metric  tons  of  sardines, 
valued  at  $270,000,  are  packed  in  salt,  mostly  for  consumption  in 
Spain. 

In  the  naval  station  of  Ferrol,  including  Snn  Sebastian,  Bilbao, 
Santander,  Gijon,  Ferrol,  Coruna,  Villagarcia,  Pontevedra,  and 
Vigo,  there  are  410  sardine  canning  and  export  firms;  in  the  Cadiz 
station,  embracing  Huelva,  Cadiz,  Algeciras,  Cueta,  Malaga,  Melilhi, 
and  Teneriffe,  there  are  80;  and  in  the  Cartagena  station,  which 
includes  the  extreme  points  of  Alicante  and  Barcelona,  32  such  firms 
are  estoblished. 

gxports  to  Chief  PurohastaK  Cmmtrles. 

During  1913  Spain  exported  19,926  metric  tons  (metric  ton  equal 
2^.62  pounds)  of  sardmes,  valued  at  $5,824,304.  The  cpontriesfo 
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which  the  greater  part  of  this  article  of  food  was  exported  are 
given,  with  amounts  purchased,  in  the  following  table : 


Countries. 

Vaiw. 

Countries. 

Valoe. 

$1,787,327 
895,673 
(117,954 
374,0:0 

$345,90} 
362,  SU 
308,950 
183,453 

The  total  value  of  sardines  exported  from  Spain,  according  to 
official  statistics,  during  1914  was  $3,511,049,  the  itemized  ofocial 
statistics  as  to  countries  of  destination  not  being  available  yet. 

(The  chief  sources  of  the  foregoing  report  were :  La  Industria 
Sardinera  en  Espana,  1915;  Besi'mienes  Mensnales  de  la  Estadistica 
del  Comercio  Exterior  de  Espana,  December,  1914 ;  Estadistica  Gen- 
eral del  Comercio  Exterior  de  Espana,  191B.) 


STEEL  MAKTrFACTFRE  IH  SOUTH  AFEICA. 

.1 

[Consul  £dwin  N.  Gunsaulos,  Jobanoesborg,  S«pt.  16.] 

For  two  or  three  years  certain  steel  products  especially  designed 
for  use  by  mines  and  railways,  including  bars  of  all  sections,  fencing 
standards,  and  light  rails,  have  been  manufactured  in  a  modest  way 
in  the  Transvaal.  The  material  uned  is  altogether  scrap  iron  anS 
steel,  of  which  there  is  a  large  accumulation  in  the  country,  princi- 
pally acquired  from  the  South  African  railways.  The  two  companies 
m  tlie  Transvaal  now  mamifacturing  these  steel  products  are  the 
Union  Steel  Corporation  of  South  Africa,  at  Vereeniging,  and  the 
Dunswart  Iron  &  Steel  Works  (Ltd.),  at  Dunswart,  near  Johannes- 
burg, both  of  which  -seem  to  find  a  good  market  for  their  output, 
which,  of  course,  is  relatively  small. 

According  to  a  report  by  the  (lovernment  Mining  Engineer,  it  has 
been  decided  to  put  the  tJnion  Steel  Corporation  on  a  sounder  com- 
mercial basis  in  order  to  acquire  further  plant  and  machinery.  These 
additions  will  include  a  15-inch  mill,  a  22-inch  cogging  mill,  and  ad- 
ditional melting  and  reheating  furnaces. 

At  present  the  capacity  of  the  plant  is  restricted  by  the  sluggish 
working  of  the  hydraulic  press  which  pi-esses  and  cuts  the  ingots 
into  bars.  When  the  large  ccgging  mill  starts  work  these  delays  will 
cease.  AVith  the  new  plant  it  is  hoped  to  roll  rails  up  to  35  pounds 
and  i)r()(liKT  about  10.000  tons  annually.  Furnaces  and  automatic 
machines  for  niakhic  bolts,  nuts,  and  rivets  are  now  being  started. 
The  works  now  employ  about  70  white  and  100  colored  laborers. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe. 

New  York,  Room  409  United  States  Gustomhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  Vnlted 
States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  408  Third  DTatlonal 
Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbemla 
Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Gustomhonse;  Seattle,  89S  Alaska 
Building.  CooperatiTC  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincin- 
nati, Chrmber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
01  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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SOITEH  WALES  XBASE  KOTES. 

IConnal  William  L.  Jenkins,  detailed  as  Vice  Consul  at  Swansea,  Wales,  Oct.  14.] 
Imports  of  Sugar. 

Eeferrin^  to  an  article  from  the  Swansea  consulate  on  Loaf  Sugar, 
published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  September  3,  1915,  the  duty 
given  therein  on  sugar  exceeding  98**  polarization  as  $0.4455  per 
hundredweight  (112  pounds)  will  oe  raised  to  5S.27  a  hundredweight 
if  the  proposed  budget  is  passed.  It  may  also  be  stated  that  no 
sugar  maj  be  purchased  from  abroad  at  present,  except  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  the  Sugar  Supply,  London.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  stated  in  his  budget  speech  that  although  he  was  raising 
the  duty  on  sugar  to  $2.27  a  hundredweight,  the  Royal  Commission 
were  at  the  same  time  reducing  the  basis  price  by  $0.48  to  $0.72  a 
hundredweight  so  that  the  increased  duty  which  will  be  chargeable 
to  the  consumer  will  be  only  $1.21  a  hundredweight  or  just  over  $0.01 
on  the  pound.  The  Royal  Commission  desire  it  to  be  known,  under 
date  of  October  13,  that  the  proper  retail  prices  for  sugar  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances  at  present  are  as  follows:  Granulated,  $0.08  a 
pound;  white  Javas,  $0,075  a  pound;  and  cubes,  $0.12  a  pound. 

Kednotlon  of  Swansea's  Lighting. 

The  Swansea  Corporation  Highways  Committee  has  decided  on 
a  substantial  reduction  of  the  town's  lighting,  by  which  it  is  esti- 
mated about  $20,000  a  year  will  be  saved.   Nearly  1,000  lamps  wiU 
be  left  unlit  under  this  scheme. 
Settlement  of  Wage  Dispute  In  Flannel  District. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  masters  and  workmen  of  the  Drevach 
and  Velindre  districts,  Carmarthenshire,  an  amended  offer  of  12J 
per  cent  war  bonus  was  accepted  by  the  workmen.  Tliis  advance,  to- 
gether with  several  other  mining  concessions,  will  raise  the  workers* 
wages  to  a  point  nearly  25  per  cent  above  the  previous  standard,  and 
will  mean  a  large  increase  in  the  cost  of  producing  Welsh  flannels, 
for  which  these  districts  are  well  known. 

Bew  Welsh  Industries. 

In  the  work  of  promoting  industries  to  find  work  for  the  unem- 
ployed, it  may  be  mentioned  that  a  quarry  has  been  opened  at  Bettws- 
y-coed,  and  that  in  the  near-by  valley  a  macadam  quarry  has  been 
started.  In  the  same  district  the  residents  have  started  to  make  pill 
boxes  in  an  attempt  to  capture  for  tlie  future  some  of  the  trade  which 
had  been  in  Continental  hands. 

The  Iron  Trade. 

During  the  past  week  the  blast  furnaces  have  been  busily  operating 
and  the  product  of  pig  iron  was  heavy.  Steel  works  generally  were 
flourishing.  Iron  and  brass  foundries,  together  with  the  engineering 
and  fitting  shops,  were  so  short  of  regular  hands  that  they  found  it 
increasingly  difficult  to  cope  with  orders. 


Zinc  refining  continues  of  interest  in  Canada.  The  British  Colum- 
bia Government  will  give  financial  help  to  a  Victoria  reduction  com- 
pany for  establishing  a  demonstration  plant  at  Nelson. 
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FOREIGN  TRADE  OPPOBTTnUTIBS. 

[W^ere  addresses  are  onUtted  tbej  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  Imuteii 

Machinery,  No.  19225. — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  statiuR  that  a  man 

in  Brazil  desires  to  purchase  machinery  used  in  extracting  oil  from  seedsL 

Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 
Ocneral  representation.  No.  19226. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  mnn  In 

Peru  desires  to  represent  American  manufacture^   No  particular  line  is 

mentioned. 

Fl^roring  extractn,  fruit  flavors,  etc.  No.  19227. — ^An  American  consular  officer 
In  India  reports  that  a  baliery  desires  catolt^es  and  prices,  c.  I,  f.  port  of 
dej;tination,  for  flavoring  extracts,  fruit  flavors,  coffee  paste,  and  cream 
yellow  powder.  It  Is  also  su^ested  that  catalc^es  and  price  lists  be  sent 
to  the  American  consulate. 

Lamps,  leather  articles,  iewelry,  etc..  No.  19228. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states 
that  a  business  man  In  Peru  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with 
exporters  or  manufacturers  of  electric  hangiiiR  and  portable  lamps  of 
bronze  or  gilded  metal,  terra-cotta  or  Imitation  marble  figures,  busts,  ond 
groui)s ;  leather  articles,  such  ns  card  cases  for  men,  with  and  without 
silver  trimming;  purses  for  women,  traveling  cases,  with  and  without  flt- 
tings;  solid  gold  and  plated  jewelry,  with  or  without  stones;  mesh  bogs 
for  women,  and  pocket  cigarette  cases. 

General  agency.  No.  10229. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  a 
man  with  a  knowledge  of  Spanish,  and  the  customs  of  the  Latin-American 
countries,  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  In  South  Aniwlcan 
countries. 

Scientific  instruments.  No.  19230. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Bussla  re- 
ports that  there  Is  an  urgent  demand  for  scientific  Instruments  for  chemis- 
try, physics,  electromechanlcs,  astronomy,  mineralogy, .  geology,  zoology, 
jdiyslologj',  surgery,  anatomy,  and  meteorology,  to  be  used  In  educational 
Institutions. 

Dry  poods,  hardware,  etc..  No.  19231. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  n  letter 
stating  that  an  exporting  agency  la  about  to  reopen  a  branch  In  one  of  tlie 
Latin-American  countries,  nnd  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
on  a  connnission  basis  in  dry  gcjods,  hardware,  and  optical  and  photo- 
gi^iphlc  sui>plies.    References  given. 

Uardi9arc  and  nrncrnl  fixtures,  No.  10^132. — A  represcntntlve  of  a  firm  In 
England  informs  a  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  that  he  is  interested 
in  purchasing  Jute  web,  lamp  huruers,  perforotors,  penknives,  pliers  and 
nippers,  screw  eyes,  canvas  gloves,  cornice  poles,  and  pen  cleanc»-s.  Further 
li^ormation  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  ofHces. 

Ico-mahiny  machinery,  No.  19233. — ^An  American  consular  oflicei*  in  Spain  re- 
ports that  a  man  In  his  district  wishes  to  net  as  agent  on  a  commission  basis 
for  the  sale  of  ice-ntaklng  madihiery.  It  Is  statetl  that  there  is  a  demawl 
for  small  machines  making  npproxiinntoly  10  pounds  of  Ice  per  hour.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  SpauLsli.  It  Is  requested  that  cataloguts  be  sent  to 
th<.  American  consulate. 

Glumitc,  No.  19234. — ,V  report  from  an  American  consnlnr  officer  In  Brazil  states 
that  a  company  Is  desirons  of  purchasing  glucose  for  the  manufacture  of 
candies.    iTlces,  discount  lists,  and  full  Information  are  requested. 

Copper,  No.  li)2:i.o. — A  flrni  in  Oreece  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
it  desires  to  communicate  witii  exiM>rt(!rs  of  sulphate  of  copper  with  a  vle\v 
to  importing  s.^llK•.  (iiiotntioiiM  slmuld  be  c.  1.  f.  [lort  of  destination.  Pay- 
ments arranged  to  suit  seller.  C'orresiMjndence  may  be  in  English.  Refer- 
ences given. 

Wearing  apparel,  cfc.  No.  192,"G. — \  commission  agent  In  Venezuela  informs  an 
American  c<)nrtulnr  officer  that  he  desires  to  r^reaent  manufftcturers  w 
exporters  of  millinery,  silk  goods,  silk  underwear,  and  read^'-made  clothing 
for  women,  and  aim  medicinal  preimratlons. 

Haberdashery,  No.  19237.~A  firm  in  China  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with 
manufacturers  iV  men's  furnishings,  such  as  hats,  shirts,  socks,  and  ties. 
Corresiwndence  may  be  In  Knglish. 

WAKHIXCTOX  :  aOTERXUENI  FBtNTIxa  OTFICX  I  IMI 

Digitized  by  Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSTTLAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
For  wle  hj  the  SupaiDreadent  of  Documeiiti,  WuIud|Ioii,  D.C,atf2J0  per  year 

No.  268     Washington,  D.  C,  Monday,  November  15  1915 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Pag*. 

Record  prices  at  OoTenunent  for  sale  Wl     Cheap  beer  Tor  south  China   648 

Consular  Irade  reports  In  Russia  Ml  Amerioins  should  know  best  shipping  routes  .  MS 

Notes  from  Chile  M3     Closer  cooperation  with  consuls  urged.   049 

Rubber  production  in  Ualay  Peninsula   643     This  season's  catch  ot  Mexican  crawfish   049 

Consumption  aud  supplies  ol  cotton  in  United         Trsde-ext«o3ion  work  In  BradFord  dlstrhit   6£0 

States   643     More  spindles  for  Japanese  mills   651 

To  sell  Amerlcui  furniture  In  the  Areontlne  . .  643     Fiuciualions  in  South  Atrki^in  trade   653 

Commerce  through  Bault  Ste.  Uarle  Canals ...  644     Conditions  in  Japan's  Induslria)  center   688 

Canadian  herring  fisheries  045  Efforts  lodevelop  luugstea  supply  In  DtuU..  654 

Regulation  of  price  of  rice  In  Japnn   645     British  sheep  for  Japan   6U 

Offlctal  numbers  for  merchant  vessels   646     Foreign  iradoopportunitlM....   059 

Trade-extension  work  in  South  A(rk;a             643  Froposils  for  Cfoveniment  BVQ>plleB  and  oan- 

Report  on  hydrogmphic  work  In  Far  East         647       structiMi   656 

An  exanqilfl  of  bad  pacUtis  647 

EECOBB  PBICES  AT  OOTEBHUENT  FUX  SALE. 

Record  prices  were  obtained  for  both  blue-fox  and  white-fox  skins, 
at  the  sale  of  Government  furs  from  Alaska,  conducted  by  Funsten 
Bros.  &  Co.,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  October  21,  1915.  Average  prices 
and  their  increase  over  those  at  the  previous  sale  were  given  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  October  22, 1915.  The  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  has  prepared  a  more  extended  report,  furnishing  some 
interesting  facts  regarding  this  public  auction. 

The  sales  were:  Total  of  513  blue-fox  skins,  $58,726;  65  white-fox 
skins;  $1,596;  70  beaver  skins,  $892.50;  total,  $61,214.50.  Five  lots  of 
blue-fox  skins,  graded  "  extra -extra,"  each  lot  made  up  of  four 
matched  pelts,  sold  for  $245,  $250,  $253,  $255,  and  $273,  respectively, 
per  skin.  Three  silver-blue  ^ins  brought  $255  each,  and  many  lots 
graded  as  "  No.  1 "  sold  for  $160  to  $230  per  skin.  The  average*  price 
at  which  blue-fox  skins  sold  was  $114.45,  an  advance  of  about  $72  per 
skin  over  the  last  sales  for  the  department. 

The  best  grade  of  white-fox  skins  sold  for  $30  and  the  lowest  grade 
for  $17,  the  average  being  $24.55  per  skin. 

Seventy  beaver  skins,  which  had  been  confiscated  by  the  department 
because  taken  during  closed  time,  brought  from  $9  to  $17  per  skin. 

The  market  for  silver-fox  skins  appears  to  be  normal,  and  the 
prices  received  for  137  skins  sold  imm^iately  after  the  Government 
skins  were  disposed  of  elicited  spirited  bidding.  One  pair  of  Alaska 
silver-fox  skins  brought  $2,610,  and  other  pairs  brought  $1,850, 
$1,870,  $1,270,  $1,210,  $1,160,  and  $1,060,  respectively. 


COKSULAH  TBADE  BEFOETS  IN  BUSSIA. 

tCoDBul  F.  Wllloogbby  Smith,  Batum,  Oct.  3.] 

Through  the  efforts  of  this  office  a  firm  in  Baku  is  now  buying 
regularly  from  the  United  States  about  $40,000  worth  of  wire  per 
month  tOT  industrial  purposes. 
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NOTES  FBOU  CHIIE. 

[Commercial  Attacbfi  V,  L.  HaveoB,  Saotlago,  Sept  28.1 
GoTernment  ComnUssioneT  to  Study  Banking  Legislature. 

Mr.  Edgardo  M.  Greve  has  been  commissioned  by  the  Chilean 
Government.  "  ad  honorem,"  to  study  banking  legislation  in  the 
United  States,  with  special  reference  to  reforms  of  the  Federal  Re- 
serve Board. 

Kailway  Construction — New  Shops  for  State  Bailways. 

The  equivalent  of  $145,000  United  States  gold  has  been  appro- 
priated by  the  National  Congress  to  continue  the  work  on  the  railway 
from  Iquique  to  Pintados,  on  the  Pintados-to-Soronal  section. 

The  final  arrangements  for  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  the 
new  shops  for  the  State  Railways  by  the  Niles-Bement-Pond  Co. 
have  been  discussed  by  the  directors  of  the  State  Bailways  and  ap- 
parently nothing  remains  to  be  done  but  the  settlement  o^  unimpor- 
tant details.  Indications  are  that  work  will  be  started  within  a  rea- 
sonably short  time.  Tliis  is  the  most  important  work  pending  on  the 
West  Coast  of  South  America,  in  the  sense  that  it  means  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  great  variety  of  high-grade  American  labor-saving  ma- 
chineiy. 

Hew  Electrical  Companies. 

The  Compania  Electrica  CaupoUc&n  (address:  Rengo,  Chile)  has 
been  organized  with  a  capital  of  800,000  paper  pesos  (about  $130,000 
American  gold)  to  take  over  certain  electrical  machinery  already  in- 
stalled and  to  purchase  the  concession  for  lighting  the  towns  of 
Rengo,  San  Femandom  Bancagua,  Peumo,  San  Vicente,  and  eight 
othevs. 

La  Comparifa  de  Luz  Electrica  de  Constitucion  has  been  organ- 
ized,'with  a  capital  of  60,000  Chilean  paper  pesos  (about  $10,000 
Itnited  States  gold),  for  lighting  and  providing  power  to  the  town  of 
Constitucion,  located  in  the  Province  of  Maule,  on  the  coast.  Consti- 
tucion has  a  population  of  about  6,500  and  is  a  popular  seaside  resort. 

[The  addresses  of  directors  in  these  two  companies  may  be  had  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  831.]   

BUBBEB  PRODUCTION  IN  MALAY  PENINSULA. 

(CoDBUl  (ieneral  John  P.  Bray.  Singapore,  Straits  Settlements,  Sept.  T,] 

In  checking  up  the  estimate  of  the  1915  rubber  production  in  the 
Malay  Peninsula,  quoted  in  Commerce  Reports  for  June  23,  1915,  I 
interviewed  most  of  the  leading  rubber  merchants  of  Singapore,  and 
the  opinion  prevails  that,  instead  of  a  smaller  output  this  year,  there 
will  be  an  increase  of  at  least  20,()00  tons  as  compared  with  1914. 
One  of  the  largest  corporations  dealing  in  rubber  in  Singapore  writes 
me  on  the  subject  as  follows: 

Hefprrinj:  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  dnte.  we  would  beg  to  inform  you  ttat 
the  offlclai  timires  of  tlie  iilnutntion  production  of  rubber  In  tlio  Federated  Mnlay 
States  and  Straits  Settlements  for  tbe  year  1914  amounts  to  OO.-lOO  tons.  Tbese 
fi};iires  Include  transshipments  from  Java  and  Sumatra  amounting  to  a  few 
hundred  tons. 

For  tbe  first  six  months  of  1015  the  official  flf^ures  (^ve  a  total  of  35,550  tons, 
or  an  increase  of  13,200  tons  over  the  figures  for  the  corresponding  period  ot 
1814.  It  is  estimated  tliat  the  total  i)roductioa  from  these  Boorces  for  ttie  year 
1016  will  approximate  70,000  tona 
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COHSmiFTIOH  AND  STTFPIIES  OF  COTTON  IS  imiTED  STATES. 

According  to  preliminary  figures  compiled  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  tae  Census,  the  cotton  consumed  in  the  United  States  dur- 
ing October,  1915,  totaled  500,635  bales  compared  with  451,899  bales 
for  the  same  month  last  year.  The  cotton  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the 
month  in  consuming  estaoUshments  amounted  to  1,345,749  bales  com- 
pared with  715,623  bales  at  the  close  of  October,  1914,  and  the  amount 
in  public  storage  and  compresses  totaled  4,171,474  bales  compared 
with  3,777,469  bales  on  October  31,  1914.  The  active  cotton  spindles 
during  October  numbered  31,370,385  against  30,461,320  for  the  same 
month  in  1914. 

Linters  not  included  above  were  68,944  bales  consumed  during  Oc- 
tober in  1915  and  30,102  bales  in  1914;  130,031  bales  on  hand  in  con- 
suming establishments  on  October  31,  1915,  and  65,174  bales  in  1914, 
and  71,372  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  in  1915,  and 
41,753  bales  in  1914.  Linters  consumed  during  three  months  ending 
October  31  amounted  to  186^74  bales  in  1915,  and  83,146  bales  in 
1914. 

Imnorts  of  foreign  cotton  during  October  were  13,506  bales  of  500 
pounds  each  compared  with  12,150  bales  for  the  same  month  in  1914, 

and  the  exports  of  domestic  cotton  and  linters  {running  bales)  dur- 
ing the  month  totaled  074,655  bales  against  497,132  bales  for  October, 

1914:. 


TO  SELL  AMEBICAN  FimNITTrBE  IS  THE  ABGENTINE. 

Further  evidence  of  the  interest  of  American  furniture  manufac- 
turers in  the  markets  of  South  America  is  afforded  by  the  fact  that 
a  number  of  them  have  appointed  an  American,  Mr.  W.  G.  McKair, 
to  represent  them  in  Buenos  Aires.  Mr.  McNair  expects  to  es^Wish 
himself  permanently  in  Buenos  Aires,  branching  out  from  ihere  to 
other  sections  of  South  America,  particularly  Brazil,  Uruguay,  and 
Chile. 

It  is  quite  likely  that  this  project  will  increase  in, a  notable  manner 
the  exports  of  furniture  to  South  America.  Heretofore  the  principal 
line  of  our  furniture  marketed  in  South  America  has  been  office 
furniture,  as  household  furniture  has  been  supplied  to  a  large  extent 
from  Europe,  or  has  been  produced  in  South  American  countries 
themselves,  notably  Brazil.  The  prevailing  taste  in  South  America 
is  for  period  furniture  rather  than  extremely  j)lain  or  highly  orna- 
mented articles,  and  this  is  the  kind  which  will  probably  be  most 
pushed  in  the  present  instance.  The  firms  which  Mr.  McNair  repre- 
sents, the  chief  of  which  is  a  prominent  Grand  Rapids  concern,  turn 
out  a  high  grade  of  period  furniture  and  should  consequently  have 
little  difficulty  in  competing  on  the  Argentine  market. 


Hawaiian  soil  is  being  used  to  build  up  the  small  cornl  island  in 
the  Pacific  ^own  as  Midway  and  used  as  a  relay  station  by  the 
Commercial  Pacific  Cable  Co.  A  quantity  is  taken  there  every  three 
months  by  the  schooner  that  is  sent  with  food  supplies  for  the  opera- 
tors. The  task  of  building  the  island  has  progressed  so  far  that 
it  is  possible  to  keep  a  cow  on  the  pasture. 
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COMUEBCE  THBOUaH  THE  SATTI.T  STE.  HA&IE  CAHAIS. 

The  following  tables  show  the  quantity  of  each  of  the  principal 
commodities  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  through  the 
United  States  and  the  Canadian  Sault  Ste.  Marie  (Soo)  Canals 
during  October  and  for  the  season,  until  October  31,  1914  and  1915: 

[From  a  report  of  th«  United  States  engineer  In  chnrce  of  tbe  United  States  canal  at 

Sanlt  Ste.  Marte,  HlcM 

FOB  OCTOBER. 


Articles. 

United  States  canal. 

Canadian  """I'l 

Total,  both  canals. 

U14 

1016 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Lumber  M  feet  b.  m . . . 

Wheat  bushela.. 

Oeneral  merchandise,  short 

12, 7S2 
6,605,205 
1,122.530 
3,052,276 

56,490 

31,3,57 
317 

15.  .126 
6,841-h77 
934,3.30 
5,470,808 
6,6.% 
68.568 

40,259 

85 

595 
4,865,767 
282. 4S0 
2,319,012 
2,000 
4,440 
i/j  fiwi  US/ 

820 

670 

6,752 
3,848,973 
63S.630 
1,405.762 
2,070 
4,716 

16,207 
452 

13,347 
11,530,973 
1.40i,010 
4,371.288 

2:000 
59.630 

22,177 
803 

22,278 
9,090,850 
1.572,960 
6,870,570 
8.726 

63. 2M 

AC             1  TIT 

66, 4W 

£37 

UmPTBOUHD. 

Cool: 

211.810 
1,313,170 
16,577 

360.188 
1,537, 610 
19,652 
1,500 

25,000 
295.841 
2,033 
3,696 

237.710 
1,003,111 
18,610 
3,690 

260.133 
1,643.283 
24,378 
1,500 

Soft  do.... 

Uanuractured  Iron  do — 

105.603 
4,736 

Grain  bnsbels.. 

83,371 

113,876 

2,149 

8,540 
373 

46,853 
313 

85,520 

122,416 
373 

210,758 
372 

Oeneral  merebandlae,  short 

87,177 
475 

163,905 
50 

40,870 

36.S 

128,047 
843 

Total  freight: 

'Eastbonnd,  short 

.    1'  jjfPS  

Westbound,  short 
Both  ways,  short 

2,742,541 
1,641,240 

7,293,000 
1,009,017 

2,987,477 
368,747 

2,107,436 
158,498 

6,(30,018 
2,003,987 

»,  390, 438 
3,198,415 

4,353,781 

9,391,917 

3,356,224 

2,265,^4 

7,740,005 

11,657,851 

Vessel  pa^^ee  nomber.. 

Registered  tonnage  net.. 

1,756 
3,759,563 

2,421 
7,305,359 

754 

2,079,123 

810 
1,977,901 

2,609 
S,S38,08S 

3,231 
9,283,360 

SBVEN  U0NTH8  ENDINO  OCT.  31. 

5S,1S3 
23,168,640 

99,813 
21,024,S3l 
4, 512, 443 
37,3.-»S,G70 
K,  870 
377,3Sj7 
93,800,OJJ 

158,561 
12,813 

2,431 
26,307,860 
1,MK!,370 
20,77t(,S30 
4,-00 
lf,003 
80,037,066 

68,316 
12,873 

17,R3S 
14,170,-372 
2,151,618 
3,249.6.52 
6,770 
38, 90,T 
38,12j,9d0 

109,276 
12,934 

00,584 
49,476,500 
8, 130,  4'i2 
30,294,2'.X) 
15,713 
403,178 
109,323, 913 

223,291 
28,439 

117,651 
35,195,203 
6,664,067 
40,63.1,323 
15,640 
416.352 
131,926,0i![3 

£67,837 
35,747 

GciH-ral  merchandise,  short 
Pas^ngers  number. . 

VBSIDOCIfD. 

Cool,  Itnrd  short  tons.. 

Unnufactured    iron,  shoit 
Iron  ore  short  tons.. 

6,324,092 
9,515,760 
11.513 
390,  III!) 
29,22C,S47 

154.  S75 
15,566 

1,53,1,924 
9,379,496 

146,607 

1,670,289 
9,381,288 

140,627 
1,.100 
100 
676,770 
31.2S0 

301,287 
1,943,838 

40,616 
3,696 

38,633 
368,058 

17,883 

1,827,211 
11,323,334 

106,223 
2,696 
612 
651,256 

1,708,922 
9,749,343 

168,615 
1,500 
100 
603,686 
31,031 

Flour  borrels.. 

613 
587,843 

G3,413 

26,610 
373 
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8EVBN  HOHTHB  ENDINa  OCT.  Sl-GonUnoed. 


ArtldM. 

United  States  eatud. 

Canadian  canal. 

TotBl,  both  canals. 

19U 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

msTBOUND— «antlDued. 

Gweral  mercbandise,  short 
Ions  

«13,742 
14,172 

865,644 
12, £34 

314, COS 
1C,690 

237,489 
11,707 

927,350 
30,862 

1,093,133 
24,331 

Total  twtigbt: 

£astboaad.8hort  Um. 
Wcfltbonnd  do  

Both  ways. ..do  

Veeael  paasafa  namber.. 

U417,04S 
11,7)0,996 

043, 977 
12,I3C,37S 

33,981,530 
2,022,119 

6,095, 197 
ee5,£04 

36,393,565 
14,375,115 

47, 139, 174 
12,802,280 

24,170,041 

■  M,  ISO,  353 

26,603,639 

6,761,101 

50,773,580 

50,941,454 

11,400 
9^117,813 

u,m 

41,009,237 

&,G06 
10,622,030 

3,578 
0,853,021 

17, 06.^ 
88,840,433 

18, 138 
47,862,268 

NOTE. — The  tTnlted  States  canal  opened  od  Apr.  20,  1914,  and  on  Apr,  17,  1915.  The 
CanajllaB  canal  opened  on  Apr.  20,  1814,  and  on  Apr.  18.  1916. 


CANADIAI7  HEBBINQ  FISHEBIES. 

[Consol  0.  Gaylord  Marsh,  detidled  as  vice  consul  at  Ottawa,  Nor.  9.1 

It  is  reported  that  on  American  firm  being  unable  to  secure  Scottish 
herring  on  occount  of  war  conditions  recently  oifered  to  purchase 
'50,000  barrels  of  Canadian  herring  at  a  very  high  price  if  the  fish 
could  be  obtained  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  This' is  particularly 
noteworthy,  as  Canadian  herring  now  sells  at  $2.50  a  barrel,  while  the 
Scottish  product  has  been  selling  at  $10  to  $15  a  barrel.  The  low 
price  of  the  Canadian  herring  [as  well  as  all  other  herring  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere]  is  due  to  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory  curing 
and  packing. 

The  Canadian  herring  fisheries  are  said  to  be  the  richest  in  the 
world,  and  the  quality  of  the  fish  is  quite  as  good  as  the  North  Sea 
product.  This  industry  of  Canada  has  great  opportunities  at  the 
present  time,  and  an  effort  is  being  made  to  cause  such  inspection, 
standardization,  and  advertising  of  the  product  as  will  enable  it  to 
command  the  markets  which,  with  improved  conditions,  will  be 
found  awaiting  it 


BEaULATIOH  OE  FBIGE  OF  BICE  IH 

[ConGnl  General  George  H,  Scldmore,  Yokohama,  Oct.  6.] 

At  the  Cabinet  Counsel  on  October  1,  the  Japanese  Goveniment 
finally  decided  to  establish  the  Beika  Chosetsu  Kai  (Society  for 
fiegulating  the  Price  of  Bice),  and  on  October  2  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce  considered  the  selection  of  members  of 
the  society.  According  to  the  "Asahi"  (Osaka),  the  membership 
of  this  body  will  number  70  in  all,  comprising  several  representative 
business  men  from  Tokyo,  Osaka,  Kobe,  and  other  important  officials, 
about  40  officials  of  agricultural  associations,  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial banks,  and  large  landowners,  10  members  each  of  the  House 
of  Peers  and  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  and  some  officials  of  the 
D^artment  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce.  It  is  expected  that  they 
will  meet  about  October  20  for  the  first  time,  when  they  will  start 
diiscossing  ways  and  means  of  regulating  the  price  of  rice. 
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OFFICIAL  HUKBBBS  FOB  KEBCHAHT  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
awarded  to  merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended  November  6,  1915: 


Nam*. 


OfScial 
iium- 
ber. 


tellers. 


Tonnage. 


Gross.  Net 


Year 
built. 


WberebtUlt 


Home  port 


SAIL. 

Schooner  bu^: 
llootauk  

rown. 

Oae  senw  yacht: 
Wanderlust  

Gas  screw: 

Albert  Chester... 

Alice  H  

George  L.Thomp- 
son. 

Henrietta.  

Karlsruhe  

Sophia  T  

Steam  stem  wheel: 

Folnsetiia  

Steam  screw: 

£dna<  

Stephen  K.  Jones 

DNBIOOBD. 

Barge: 

Shirley  

Darrksk  bone: 

Yutoe  


213744 


313741 

21373Q 

213730 
0213745 

213737 
21373>l 
213735 

213712 

6213743 


LPQT 


  LFQO 

213740  LFyD 


100103 
160192 


1,371 

73 

14 

8 
30 

11 
25 
9 

42 

1,7S3 
4,3S7 

463 
386 


1,3S7 

70 

6 

S 
19 

9 

23 
8 

30 

1,135 
3,113 

403 

280 


1916 


1008 

1915 

1015 
lUlfi 

1010 
1015 
1015 

1915 

1903 
1015 


1016 
1015 


WlUnlngtan,  Del.. 


Oshkosh,  Wis  

Kennebunk  port, 

Ue. 

Trtcoma,  Wash ... 
Bristol,  R.  I  


St.  Louis,  Mo  

Manitowoc,  Wb.. 
 do  


Fort  U^ers,  Fla. 

Bergen,  Norway. 
Newport  Mew8,Vt 


Kingston,  N.Y... 
Totlonvllle.  N.  Y. 


Wilmln£ton,  DaL 

HUwaokM. 

Portland,  Ha. 

Tacoma. 
Providenoe. 

St.  Loub. 
Milwaukee. 
Da 

Key  West. 

San  Franotaoo. 
Boston. 


Now  York. 
Da 


a  Date  and  place  of  build  anknown.   Rebuilt  at  Bri!>(ol,  R.  I.,  1015. 

Foreign-built  iTSsel  admitlt^  lo  American  regisiry  under  the  ac:  ot  Aug.  18, 1914, 
c  Formerly  the  Mexican  sicamijhip  Mazatlan. 

Foreign-built  veasels  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act 
of  August  18,  1914,  since  June  30,  1915,  total  20,  of  50,SG5  gross 
tons. 


TBADE-BXTENSION  WOEK  IN  SOUTH  AFEIGA. 

(Consul  E.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  Elisabeth,  Sept.  22.] 

Several  specific  results  from  the  trade-extension  work  of  the  Port 
Elizabeth  consulate  have  recently  come  to  the  attention  of  this  office. 
One  of  these  involved  the  sale  of  alfalfa  cultivators  from  a  stock  of 
implements  held  at  this  port.  Paints,  oils,  incubators,  small  hard- 
ware and  tools,  and  druj;:gi.«ts'  sundries  arc  other  lines  of  American 
goods  that  have  been  introduced  through  the  agency  of  correspon- 
dence that  passed  through  tliis  office. 

The  importance  of  having  catalogues  on  file  in  American  consu- 
lates is  well  exemplified  by  results  within  the  past  quarter.  Through 
information  obtained  in  this  manner  American  electric  lamps,  heat- 
ers, cookers,  and  irons  have  been  introduced  on  the  Port  Elizabeth 
market,  and  one  make  of  iron,  which  is  approved  by  the  city  elec- 
trical engineer,  has  met  with  an  extensive  sale.  Further,  the  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  large  importing  houses  of  South  Africa  has 
gone  to  tlie  United  States  to  establish  trade  connections  there  after 
consulting  the  catalogues  on  file  in  this  consulate. 
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BEPOBT  OH  HTDBOOBAPHIC  WOB£  IN  FAB  EAST. 

[Consul  J.  K.  Caldwell,  TladlToitok,  Siberia,  Sept  24.] 

A  report  has  been  made  here  on  the  work  of  the  hydrographic  ex- 
pedition in  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  1914.  The  survey  of  tJie  shore  from 
Cape  Ekaterin  to  Cape  Taiganos  was  successfully  accomplished. 
Here  many  mistakes  in  the  existing  charts  were  discovered,  as  well  as 
the  existence  of  a  very  dan^rous  rock,  situated  in  the  steamer  track 
from  the  south  up  to  Guigiga.  Even  at  medium  depths,  the  rock  is 
submerged  and  presents  a  great  danger  to  navigation. 

After  the  survey  was  made  as  far  as  Taiganos,  the  steamer  crossed 
the  Penginskaya  Gulf  to  Cape  Ugolny  and  began  further  operations 
from  there. 

While  crossing  the  gulf  the  expedition  came  across  shallow  waters 
and  a  row  of  stones  projecting  above  the  water  level  some  6  miles 
from  the  eastern  shore.  "  The  high  and  rocky  coast  of  that  part  of 
the  Penginskaya  Gulf  would  hardly  cause  one  to  expect  such  stones," 
says  the  report, "  but  they  were  there  and  in  order  not  to  ground  the 
expedition  nad  to  calculate  when  it  would  be  low  tide  so  that  if  the 
steamer  should  ground  on  any  of  these  rocks  the  rising  or  high  tide 
would  float  her.  This  method  was  not  practicable  everywhere.  For 
instance,  in  Rekin  Gulf  there  are  only  8  to  10  feet  of  water  at  low 
tide  and  the  work  had  to  be  done,  even  at  the  I'isk  of  grounding,  at 
high  tide.  Nearly  as  far  as  Podkargemaya  Bay  numerous  rocks  and 
fallows  hindered  the  progress  of  the  work,  but  the  expedition  suc- 
ceeded in  eluding  them." 

The  work  along  the  western  shore  of  Kamchatka  was  carried  on 
successfully  and  the  expedition  succeeded  in  including  the  whole 
western  shore  of  the  peninsula  down  to  Cape  Lapatka,  returning  to 
Nikolaiefsk  on  August  26. 

The  total  length  of  coast  surveyed  is  about  1,000  sea  miles. 


AN  EXAMPLE  OF  BAD  FAGEINO. 

[CoDsnl  General  U  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso.  CbUe.  Oct.  4.] 

The  unsatisfactory  condition  in  which  two  lots  of  American  chloride 
of  lime  reached  Valparaiso  is  clearly  shown  by  photographs  which 
have  been  sent  to  Washington.  It  is  plainly  evident  that  merchandise 
in  such  broken  and  battered  drums  is  unsalable. 

The  mistake  made  by  the  exporter  was  in  shipping  chloride  of 
lime  to  Chile  in  drums  of  the  same  weight  and  thickness  used  for 
shipment  within  the  United  States.  It  may  be  also  that  the  exporter 
of  this  lime  has  been  in  the  habit  of  shipping  this  product  so  packed 
to  East  Coast  ports  and  to  Europe  without  loss  by  breakage,  but  it 
must  be  rememoered  that  in  Chile  all  unloading  is  done  from  ship  to 
lighter  and  from  lighter  to  pier,  and  that  both  handlings  must  often 
be  done  in  rough  weather.  The  importers  say  that  they  have  never 
had  any  bad  experience  in  regard  to  the  packing  of  this  product  as 
received  from  Europe. 

[The  two  pbotograptis  referred  to,  which  show  the  damaged  condition  in  which 
the  consignments  reached  Valparaiso,  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
utd  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices;  ask  for  file  No.  68189.1 
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CHEAP  B££B  FOK  SOUTH  CHINA. 


[Vice  CoDBOl  A.  R  Carleton,  Honskong,  Bept  21.] 


The  stopping  of  imports  of  German  beer  in  the  Hongkong  and 
South  China  markets  has  caused  the  local  purveyors  some  difficulty 
in  meeting  tlie  demands  of  the  trade,  particularly  in  cheap  beer  for 
Chinese  consumption.  The  Japanese  exporters  have  extended  their 
business  to  an  enormous  extent  in  comparison  with  their  former 
trade,  as  previous  to  the  war  the  German  beer  dominated  the  market. 
The  Japanese  are  selling  these  days  between  500  and  600  cases  a 


competition. 

A  prominent  wine  merchant  is  after  a  cheap  beer  to  compete  with 
the  Japanese  product;  and  if  American  producers  can  place  in  Hong- 
kong c.  i.  f.  a  beer  that  will  not  cost  over  $3.05  gold  for  four  dozen 
quarts,  there  will  be  undoubtedlv  a  steady  and  profitable  busine^ 
This  price  would  yield  to  the  middleman  a  very  small  profit,  but  the 
turnover  would  be  sufficient  probably  to  give  in  the  long  run  a  fair 
remuneration  for  the  trouble  and  expense  entailed  in  advertising  and 
pushing  the  beer. 

An  Knglish  ale  is  now  having  splendid  sales  at  about  $22  gold 
c.  i.  f.  Hongkong  per  cask  of  50  imperial  gallons.  The  duty  is  about 
11  cents  per  gallon.  This  increase  in  price  is  due  to  the  enhanced 
cost  of  the  cask,  for  in  normal  times  the  beer  is  delivered  in  Hong- 
kong at  about  $20  gold  per  case.  There  is  also  a  cheap  Canadian 
beer  on  the  market  whidi  costs  laid  down  in  Hongkong  about  $4 
gold  per  case,  and  probably  this  can  be  sold  even  cheaper. 


AHEBICANS  SHOULD  KNOW  BEST  SHIFFINCl  ROUTES. 

[CODBDl  W.  Hoderlek  Doraer,  Tripoli,  Libya.  Sept  27.] 

A  merchant  in  Tripoli  recently  forwarded  a  small  trial  order  to  a 
firm  in  the  United  States.  The  American  firm  appealed  to  him  to 
know  the  "  most  direct  route  for  shipment."  This  information  the 
exporter  might  have  obtained  at  home,  through  any  navigation  com- 
pany entering  Mediterranean  waters,  through  some  shipping  broker, 
the  various  exporters'  guides,"  or  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce.  Such  questions  should  not  be  addre^ed  to  for- 
eign merchants,  unless  absolutely  necessary.  They  efface  that 
impression  of  knowledge  of  export  trade  which  inspires  confidence 
to  place  orders.  If  American  manufacturers  hope  to  hold  such  open- 
ings as  they  may  obtain  because  of  the  European  war,  they  must 
acquire  the  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  small  details  of  exporting 
that  formerly  infiuenced  trade  in  favor  of  European  competitors. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  repeat  for  the  benefit  of  others  who  may 
have  orders  from  local  merchants  that  there  are  no  direct  sailings 
between  Tripoli  and  the  United  States,  but  tran^ipments  can  be 
made  at  Genoa,  Naples,  Palermo,  and  Malta.  If,  as  is  probable,  the 
freight  rate  for  the  long  haul  from  America  is  the  same  to  all  these 
porte,  then  consignments  sliould  be  booked  for  transshipment  at 
either  Naples,  Palermo,  or  Malta,  because  of  the  shorter  haul  and 
consequent  lower  freight  to  this  port  as  compared  with  Genoa. 


week  of  the  cheaper 
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CLOSER  COOFEKATION  WITH  CONEnTLS  UEOEB. 

[Consul  AngnstoB  B.  Ingram,  Bradford,  Bngland,  Sept.  SO.] 

It  is  unfortunate  that  many  American  exporters,  who  have  ■writ- 
ten to  the  Bradford  consulate  for  trade  information  and  have  been 
sent  the  addresses  of  local  firms  interested  in  this  line  of  goods,  fail 
even  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  consulate's  letter.  If  it  were 
possible  for  them  to  advise  this  office  it  would  be  of  ^at  service 
here  to  know  what  the  result  was.  Even  if  the  American  concern 
did  not  elfect  a  sale  it  might  be  possible  for  the  consulate  to  smooth 
away  some  difficulty;  or  at  any  rate  the  experience  would  be  help- 
ful to  this  office  when  a  similar  inc|uiry  was  made,  or  when,  as  is 
often  the  case,  the  same  fii*m  writes  ai;ain,  say  next  year,  and 
makes  identically  the  same  inquirj^.  At  times  one  is  forced  to  be- 
lieve that  these  commercial  inquiries  of  consular  officers  are  made 
wholesale  and  little  or  no  individual  attention  given  to  each  letter 
sent  out.  In  commercial  work,  especially  in  introducing  goods,  it 
is  well  to  remember  that — as  in  picking  fruit — ^handwork  secures  the 
best  results. 

It  is  understood  at  this  office  that  it  is  a  practice  of  many  Ameri- 
can firms  when  they  receive  more  orders  thaTi  they  can  fill  io  ignore 
all  superfluous  applications.  While  such  a  practice  may  not  give 
offense  to  those  who  understand  the  American  business  man,  it  does 
create  an  unfavorable  impression  in  foreign  countries,  where  prob- 
ably a  sJower  speed  of  busmess  activity  enables  business  firms  to  give 
due  regard  to  the  little  courtesies  of  life  that  in  the  aggregate  count 
for  so  much  with  them.  It  would  pay  American  firms  to  consider 
this,  and  it  certainly  would  help  American  consular  officers  in  their 
work  for  American  exporters. 


THIS  SEASON'S  CATCH  OF  HEXICAH  CRAWFISH. 

[Conaol  Clande  R  Qnyant,  Ensenada,  Lower  Caltfomla,  Oct  28.] 

The  1915  seascm  for  taking  crawfish  from  Lower  Califomian 
waters,  which  lasts  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  has  just  ended.  This 
industry,  which  is  controlled  by  a  Mexican  concessionaire,  has  been 
increasing  in  local  importance  during  the  past  few  years  and  the 
1915  output,  as  declared  at  this  consulate,  for  export  amounted  to 
373,534  pounds,  valued  at  $33,697  United  States  currency.  This  is 
an  increase  of  $10,000  over  the  exports  of  1913,  and  of  $19,000  over 
those  of  1912.    Figures  for  1914  are  not  available. 

The  entire  catch  is  exported  from  Ensenada  to  San  Diego,  Cal., 
whence  it  is  distributed  to  western  United  States  markets. 


The  profits  of  a  well-laiown  London  and  Australian  firm  of  mer- 
chants show  a  decrease  of  a  little  more  than  $40,000  during  the  last 
year  for  which  figures  have  been  prepared,  but  considering  that  only 
a  fortnight  of  their  year  was  outside  the  war  period,  this  was  con- 
sidered satisfactory.  In  1912-13  the  amount  earned  was  $-298,175; 
in  1913-14  it  was  $303,144 ;  and  in  the  past  year,  $262,757.  The  com- 
pany is  paying  6  per  cent  dividends,  as  in  every  year  since  this  rate 
was  reacned,  in  1910-11. 
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TBADE-EXTENSIOH  WOBE  IN  BBADFOBD  DISTRICT. 


[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingnnit  Bradford,  England,  Sept.  SO.] 


As  part  of  its  trade-extension  work  the  Bradford  consulate  for- 
warded numerous  trade  opportunities  for  publication  in  Cohmbkcb 
Reports  during  the  past  year.  In  endeavoring  to  ascertain  the  suc- 
cess met  with  by  the  inquiring  firms,  many  of  the  difficulties  which 
they  encountered  in  seeking  to  open  new  trade  connecticms  were 


Taking,  for  example,  the  "  opportunity  "  for  wall  papers  that  was 
published  December  4,  1014,  the  inquiring  firm  reports  that  it  re- 
ceived  replies  from  two  houses,  in  the  United  States,  only  to  learn 
that  the  aimensions  of  American  wall  papers  are  not  the  same  as  are 
demanded  here.  The  rolls  of  wall  paper  sold  in  England  are  12 
yards  long  and  21  inches  wide;  the  American  rolls  were  8  yards  long 
and  18  inches  wide.  The  length,  however,  is  not  so  important  as  the 
width.  The  Bradford  firm  stated  that  within  the  last  few  weeks  a 
combine  had  been  formed  of  all  British  manufacturers  of  wall  paper 
and  that  dealers  would  practically  be  compelled  to  purchase  all  sup- 
plies of  ordinar}r  wall  paper  from  British  makers.  Its  understand- 
ing of  the  situation  was  that  firms  in  this  country  would  be  open  to 
purchase  only  specialties  or  fancy  wall  papers  from  the  United 
States.  The  firm  referred  to  is  now  selling  American  leather  waU 
papers. 

V.  0.  B.  Quotations  Lost  Order. 

Another  Bradford  concern,  which  wished  to  secure  a  supply  of 
plates,  reports  that  it  has  not  been  able  to  place  any  orders,  as  the 
American  firms  quoted  prices  f.  o.  b.  at  their  factory  and  it  has  been 
most  difficult  to  ascertain  locally  the  freight  and  other  charges. 
The  consulate  has  endeavored  to  assist  the  inquirers,  but  freight 
rates  have  been  advancing  so  rapidly  that  they  have  not  been  able  to 
determine  the  delivered  cost  of  the  plates.  They  have  therefore  been 
forced  to  buy  supplies  in  England,  but  will  continue  their  corre- 
spondence. 

This  is  only  another  instance  of  the  advisability  of  American  ex- 
porters quoting  c.  i.  f.,  or  at  least  going  to  the  trouble  of  advising 
prospective  purchasers  as  to  the  probable  or  approximate  freight  and 
other  charges.  Recently  local  dealers  received  samples  and  prices  of 
tobacco  pipes  manufactured  in  Missouri,  but  as  the  prices  were  f.  o.  b. 
factory  it  was  practically  impossible  for  the  firms,  despite  their 
interest  in  the  matter  and  all  the  assistance  this  office  could  give 
them,  to  ascertain  the  freight  rates.  Shipping  firms  offered  to  cable 
to  New  York  for  the  information,  but  any  rates  so  obtained  would 
only  be  for  that  date.  Moreover,  the  Missouri  firm  gave  their  prices 
in  dollars  and  cents,  and  in  one  case  this  caused  the  matter  to  be  laid 
aside. 

A  Hatter  of  Hosiery  Heedlei. 

A  hosiery  manufacturer  near  Bradford  recently  asked  this  con- 
sulate's assistance  in  obtaining  American  hosiery  needles.  As  the 
need  was  urgent,  inquiry  was  made  by  this  office  of  the  American 
consular  agent  at  Leicester,  who  kindly  sent  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  several  British  agents  of  American  makers.  Supplies 
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could  not  be  obtained  from  them.  The  hosiery  manufacturer  then 
got  into  communication  with  an  American  firm,  but  its  prices  were 
very  high.  For  instance,  for  a  German  latch  needle  (No.  60  for  half 
hose)  which  he  had  purchased  before  the  war  in  Leicester  for  50s. 
($12.17)  per  thousand  the  American  firm  asked  $44.  with  freight 
and  all  expenses  added.  Moreover,  the  German  firm  was  always 
willing  to  accept  orders  for  1,000  needles  of  a  kind,  while  the  Ameri- 
can finn  somewhat  reluctantly  accepted  orders  for  1,000  of  a  kind, 
stating  that  5,000  was  its  usual  minimum. 

The  manufacturer  now  has  his  needs,  which  are  comparatively 
small,  filled  for  some  time,  but  it  is  evident  that  he  feels  that  the 
American  firm  is  not  treating  him  with  such  consideration  as  to  lead 
him  to  continue  to  do  business  with  it  longer  than  is  absolutely 
necessary. 


KOBE  SPnrSIES  FOB  TAFASESE  30118. 

[Translation  from  tbe  Osaka  Malnlclil  Sblmbun,  Oct.  8.1 

Japanese  cotton-spinning  companies  are  competing  with  one  an- 
other in  schemes  for  increasing  the  number  of  spindles  in  their 
factories,  the  plans  calling  for  completion  by  the  first  half  of  1917. 
However,  difficulty  in  securing  the  necessary  machinery  is  delaying 
the  installations.  The  following  list  shows  the  dates  when  the 
various  companies  had  expected  to  receive  their  new  equipment : 


Name  ol  oompany. 


Number  of 
spindles 
ordered. 


Agreed  date  of  shipment. 


Pnjf  Spinning  

Amagasakf  Spbining  

Osaka  Amalgamated. ..^4 

Toyo  Spinning  

Fiuushlma  Spliminft  

Toyoda  Cotton  Spfnolog. 

Skiteu  Spinning  

Hitsui-Shan^al  

Uatsayuna  Spinning  — 
fetlnf  cotton  Spinning . . . 

T«mma  Spinning  

Owada  Spinning  

Blnoda  Spiiinlue  

Ifagasakl  Spinning  


Last  hair  of 
About  Uay,  1916. 

Do. 

Bo- 

Now  nreparlne, '  ' 
Should  bo  loaalng  no 
During  1916. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

P". 

Not  yet  decided. 
Do. 


The  cost  of  spinning  machinery,  in  comparison  with  its  cost  during 
the  first  part  of  this  year,  has  increased  10  to  20  per  cent,  and,  in 
comparison  with  the  cost  during  the  last  half  of  last  year,  actually 
30  to  40  per  cent 

tThe  number  of  spindles  In  Japan  on  Pec.  31,  1014,  the  mill  output  and  sales 
of  yam  in  the  last  two  years,  and  other  recent  dnta  of  Japnn'.s  cotton-spinning 
Industry  are  given  in  a  monoKrnph  tlmt  the  liurenu  of  Foreijni  mid  Dumostic 
Commerce  hiis  just  isaned  us  Sp<K'faI  Con.suInr  Reiwrts  No.  74.  Copies  of  this 
pamphlet  inny  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Doruiiii'c.!.-*,  t'livernnu^nt 
Printing  Ofilce,  Washlnston,  D.  C,  or  from  any  of  the  branch  odlcos  of  the 
Bureau;  price,  5  cents.] 


Corundum  mining  in  the  TTnited  States  has  ceased,  while  Canadian 
production  dropped  from  $239,091  in  1912  to  $72,170  in  1914.  Arti- 
ncial  abrasive  have  displaced  the  natural  products. 
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FLirCTVATIONS  IH  SOUTH  AFBICAH  TRADE. 

[Tlce  Consnl  Charles  H.  Heialer,  Cape  Town,  Soatb  Africa,  Sept  21.] 

The  war  in  Europe  has  had  a  remarkable  effect  on  trade  within 
the  Union  of  South  Africa,  and  is  more  and  more  influencing  impor- 
tations into  this  country.  The  tendency  has  been  to  increase  the 
importations  in  some  cases,  though  in  other  cases  a  noticeable  decrease 
has  occurred. 

For  the  first  eight  months  of  this  year  the  imports  of  merchandise 
into  the  Union  amounted  in  value  to  $87,738,318,  as  against  $110,- 
612,368  in  the  first  eight  months  of  last  year.  This  shows  a  decrease 
for  this  year  of  $22,874,050.  The  decrease  has  not  been  continuous, 
however,  as  it  was  i*egistered  almost  entirely  in  the  early  months  of 
the'vear.  For  the  past  few  months  there  has  been  a  steady  expansion 
in  tne  volume  of  merchandise  introduced  from  over-sea,  and  during 
the  month  of  August  the  value  exceeded  that  of  imports  recorded 
during  August  of  last  year  by  $337,257. 

Although  the  imports  have  steadily  increased  during  the  last  few 
months,  it  is  not  improbable  that  there  will  be  fluctuations  in  the 
months  to  come.  South  African  merchants  as  a  whole  are  not  dis- 
posed to  introduce  large  stocks  until  the  outlook  becomes  clearer, 
and  there  is  a  general  inclination  to  continue  business  on  the  smallest 
holdings  which  will  suffice  to  meet  demands. 

Aitloles  and  Porte  Affected  by  Chai^res  in  Trade. 

The  principal  imports  that  have  shown  increases  were:  Wheat, 
drugs  and  chemicals,  bags  (coal,  grain,  etc.),  spirits  (potable),  con- 
fectionery, and  preserved  fish. 

The  chief  decreases  were  in  cotton  manufactui-es,  machinery,  ap- 
parel and  slops,  leather  goods,  hardware  and  cutlery,  haberdashery 
and,  inillinery,  woolen  manufactures,  iron  and  steel  manufactui-es, 
flour,  wood  and  timber,  motor  cars  and  parts,  furniture,  electric  wire 
and  fitting,  agricultural  implements,  manures  and  fertilizers,  rail- 
way material,  tobacco,  musical  instruments,  and  jewelry. 

The  fall  in  the  imports  of  machinery,  agricultural  implements, 
wood  and  timber,  manures  and  fertilizers,  and  electric  appliances 
is  especially  noticeable,  as  it  indicates  the  temporary  suspension  of 
developmental  work  in  the  Union.  The  heavy  reduction  in  the  in- 
troduction of  motor  cars,  motor  bicycles,  etc.,  is  doubtless  an  indica- 
tion of  the  community's  desire  to  forego  luxuries  for  the  preset 

Imports  at  Cape  Town,  East  London,  and  Durban  snowed  gains 
in  August,  while  receipts  at  Port  Elizabeth  and  those  through  the 
port  of  Lourenco  Marques  in  Portuguese  East  Africa  fell  below  the 
figures  for  August,  1914.  The  respective  values  were:  Cape  Town, 
$2,468,669  (against  $2,232,765  in  August,  1914);  Port  Elizabeth, 
$2,326,571  (against  $2,729,566) ;  East  London,  $1,489,903  (against 
$1,120,891);  Durban,  $4,244,556  (against  $3,583,958);  Lourenco 
Marques,  $1,188,438  (against  $1,663,399) ;  other  ports  and  stations, 
$128,885  (against  $179,186). 


Oilstones  and  scythestones  produced  in  the  United  States  in- 
creased from  $8,000  worth  in  1880  to  a  record  of  $366,857  in  1903, 
and  dropped  to  $167,948  in  1914. 
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[Translation  from  th«  Osaka  Hatnlcb  Sblmbua,  Oct.  2.] 

Owing  to  the  stopping  of  exports,  the  lack  of  raw  materials,  and 
other  causes  the  industries  of  Osaka  at  one  time  felt  the  effects  of  the 
war  acutely.  The  manufacture  of  glass  practically  ceased  and  knit-^ 
ting  mills  discharged  many  workers  and  endeavored  to  reduce  ex- 

Emses  by  heavy  cuts  in  the  wages  of  those  kept  on  the  pay  roll, 
ately  there  has  been  a  heavy  increase  in  the  exportation  of  glass  to 
Australia  and  India  and  large  orders  for  knitted  goods  have  been 
received  from  Kussia,  Australia,  and  Great  Britain,  so  at  the  present 
both  of  these  industries  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Wages  are 
now  about  20  per  cent  higher  than  before  the  war. 

Besides  the  industries  mentioned  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in 
the  demand  for  copper  and  antimony,  and  while  not  on  a  large  scale 
the  very  marked  activity  of  the  brick  industry  is  attracting  con- 
siderable attention.  The  production  of  paper,  soap,  paints,  dyes,  and 
chemicals  has  increased  as  substitutes  are  necessary  for  the  goods 
formerly  imported  and  which  can  not  now  be  obtained.  The  steel 
and  shipbuilding  industries  are  also  €[uite  flourishing,  owing  to  the 
activity  of  the  shipping  industry  with  its  persistent  demand  for  more 
ships. 

Amalgamatlott  of  Small  Factories. 

In  order  to  qualify  themselves  to  obtain  orders  from  abroad,  the 
small  factories,  which  have  heretofore  been  independent,  are  show- 
ing a  tendency  to  amalgamate.  This  is  working  a  marked  change  in 
industrial  conditions  in  Osaka,  bringing  with  it,  as  it  does,  an  increase 
in  the  size  of  the  factories  and  in  the  number  oi  employees;  a  marked 
rise  in  wages,  also,  can  not  be  avoided. 

The  following  figures  compiled  by  the  Osaka  Prefectural  Goy^n- 
ment  show  the  increases  in  the  number  of  factory  hands  of  all'liinds 
and  set  at  rest  any  doubts  as  to  the  good  condition  of  the  indij^tries: 


bidostrlw. 


Brick  

Iron  and  ateel  works. 

ShipbuUding  

Glass  

Wool  weavbig  

Ltatber.  

Kiittted  goods  


Number  taatory 
hands. 


Tulr, 
1914. 


S23 
£0,415 
2,468 
G,309 
485 
696 
7,631 


October, 
1915. 


1,138 
21,471 

2,018 
6,709 
897 
2,  H4 
8,961 


Industries. 


Paper  

Riibbor  coods ... 

Chemicals  

Buttons  

Metal  goods.  

Cottnn  spinning . 
Dyes  


Niunber  of  bctory 
hands. 


1914. 


813 
1,018 
S70 
3,428 
13,098 
30,331 
3,222 


October, 
1916. 


1,037 

1,194 
SS3 

3,R«1 
13,169 
36,009 

3,a8S 


The  rate  of  increase  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  is  about  13 
per  cent. 

El  Grito  del  Pueblo  Ecua'toriano,  a  publication  at  Guayaquil, 
Ecuador,  prints  an  article  in  which  it  is  stated  that  a  representative 
of  capitalists  in  the  United  States  has  announced  plans  for  a  steam- 
ship line  between  that  city  and  Philadelphia  under  the  Ecuadorian 
flag.  The  announced  purpose  of  the  company,  capitalized  at 
$3,000,000,  is  to  exploit  the  iron  mines  and  cattle  industry  of  the 
South  American  country,  four  ships  to  be  placed  on  the  route.  A 
tramdation  of  the  article  is  forwarded  by  Consul  General  Goding. 
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EPTOBTS  TO  SjsvjslOP  T171I0STEN  SUFFLT  IN  BBAZH. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  H.  Gottschalk,  Bio  d«  Janeiro,  BraaU.  Sept  22.] 

The  scarcity  of  tungsten  in  the  United  States  has  been  sufficient 
to  cause  certain  American  firms  to  send  representatives  to  South 
America  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  this  mineral  is  obtainable  in 
commercial  quantities.  But  as  in  the  case  of  most  of  the  mineral 
wealth  of  Brazil,  the  extent  of  the  deposits,  the  availability  of  the 
ore  in  commercial  quantities,  and  the  prices  at  which  such  products 
may  be  bought  are  still  entirely  problematical. 

Dr.  Orville  Derby,  the  Director  of  the  Brazilian  Geological  Serv- 
ice, states  that  the  data  on  hand  concerning  tungsten  in  Brazil  are 
extremely  vague;  that  a  few  years  ago  some  wolframite  was  being 
separated  from  copper  ore  at  Enoruzilhada,  in  the  State  of  Bio 
Grande  do  Sul,  but  that  the  company  has  since  suspended  opera- 
tions. He  also  states  that  scheelite  is  known  to  occur  in  old  gold 
washings  at  Sumidouro  de  Mariannn,  in  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes, 
but  presumably  not  in  workable  quantities. 

A  mining  engineer  informs  me  that  in  his  exploration  trips  in  the 
interior  of  the  country  he  encountered  deposits  of  tungsten  in  the 
States  of  Espirito  Santo  and  Minas  Geraes,  considerable  quantities 
of  wolframite  being  available  in  the  former  State,  and  scheelite  in 
small  Quantities  in  the  latter  State.  American  firms  which  are  in- 
terested in  these  minerals,  as  well  as  in  tantalite,  might  well  write  to 
this  engineer,  who  states  that  if  he  is  applied  to  he  will  be  glad  to 
investigate  these  matters  further  in  the  hope  that  an  opportunity 
may  arise  for  the  commercial  exploitation  of  the  minerals  mentioned. 
His  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  G7949. 


BRITISH  SHEEF  FOK  JAFAK. 

[Eztrart  from  Japan  Chronicle  of  Sept.  28,  by  Consul  General  George  II.  Scidmore, 

Yokohama.  ] 

The  Japanese  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  is  to 
spend  30,000  yen  ($14,940)  anmiallv  on  rearing  of  sheep,  beginning 
with  the  financial  year  1916-17.  About  200  head  of  ^eep  will  be 
purchased  from  England  and  kept  on  the  pastures  at  Tsukisamushu, 
Hokkaido.  Should  these  renewed  experiments  in  sheep  raising  in 
Japan  prove  remunerative  the  authorities  will  take  steps  for  the 
encouragement  of  this  branch  of  agriculture  among  farmers.  The 
Japanese  authorities  are  apparently  convinced  that  sheep  raising  in 
Japan  will  turn  out  successful,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that 
much  depends  npon  the  demand  for  mutton,  which  is  not  an  accepted 
article  of  food  in  this  country.  (In  fact  the  odor  and  taste  are 
exceedingly  repulsive  to  nearly  all  Japanese.) 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Ttoreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Boom  409  tTnlted  States  Cnstomhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor  ITalted 
States  GastomhottH;  Chioaeo,  604  Federal  Building;  St  Lonls,  408  Third  ITational 
Bank  Bnlldi^;  Atlanta^  581  Poit  Office  Bnildlmg;  New  Orleans,  1080  Hihomia 
Bank  Bnildlng;  San  Francisco,  306  Vnited  States  Cnstomhoose;  Seattle,  8t2  Alaska 
Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Oonmeree;  Cincin- 
nati, Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeree;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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VOKEIQJS  TELASE  OFFOKTUHITIES. 

[Wbflre  aMressn  are  omitted  tbcy  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnresv  or  Itfl  brmneb 

oOiees.] 

Ferromanganese,  etc..  No.  19238. — A  firm  in  Spain  informs  nn  American  consu- 
Inr  officer  that  it  desires  to  import  ferromanganese,  ferrosillcon,  and  alimil- 
num  in  bars,  either  as  ag^ts  or  to  boy  direct.  Correspondence  should  be 
in  Spanish. 

Flutopbonc,  No.  19239. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Scotland  reports  that 
a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  conmiunlcate  with  manufacturers  of  a 
musical  Instrument  known  as  the  "  Flutophone." 

Water  unngs,  No.  19240. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  Switzer- 
land states  that  a  wholesale  dealer  and  Importer  in  haberdashery  Is  anxious 
to  be  placed  In  touch  with  manufacturers  of  water  wings.  References 
given. 

Iron  nails.  No.  19241. — ^An  American  consular  offlcer  in  the  Canary  Islands 
reports  that  a  packing  jobber  desires  f.  o.  b.  prices  on  iron  nails  for  locking 

together  banana  crates  and  tomato  boxes.  The  dimensions  of  the  nails 
want^  are  as  follows:  Length  li  inches,  gauge  14;  IJ  Inches,  gauge  13i; 
1)  Inches,  gauge  15;  1^  Inches,  gauge  15;  and  1  Inch,  16  gauge.  ];4alU 
are  wanted  In  100-pound  barrels,  and  the  firm  wishes  to  pay  cash  against 
shipping  documents. 

Felt  floor  coverings,  No.  19242. — A  retail  firm  in  Spain  desires  to  Import  felt 
floor  coverings  of  wool  or  hair  felt  for  laying  under  carpets.  A  sample  of 
the  felt  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  olQces.  (Be* 
fer  to  File  No.  6850G.) 

Hen's  wearing  apparel,  No.  19243. — A  commercial  attachfi  of  the  Department  of 
Oonunerce  Informs  the  Bureau  that  a  business  man  in  Brazil  desires  to 
have  illustrated  catalogues  on  men's  haberdashery,  hats,  umbrellas,  over- 
coats, etc.  If  possible,  literature  should  be  in  Portuguese;  If  not,  English 
may  be  used. 

Advertising  novelties.  No.  19244. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  rejwrts 
that  a  man  in  New  Zealand  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  of  adver- 
tising novelties  of  all  descriptions.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  infor- 
mation are  requested. 

Codfish,  No.  19245. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  states 
that  there  is  a  request  for  prices  on  50  kilos  of  codfish.    References  given. 

Sulphur  black  and  monosulphonic  acid,  No.  19,246. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Switzerland  reports  tliat  a  company  Is  desirous  of  getting  in 
touch  with  manufacturers  of  sulphur  black  and  monosulphonic  acid,  which 
can  supply  same  in  any  desired  quantities.  Quotations  c.  I.  t.  port  of 
destination.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Wovd,  No.  10247. — A  business  man  in  Spain  informs  an  American  consular 
offlcer  tluit  he  wishes  to  import  wood  for  manufacturing  ours.  Reference 
is  given.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Pltarmaccuticttl  products,  Na  1924^. — firm  In  Italy  desires  to  be  placed  la 
communication  with  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  pharmaceutical  prod- 
ucts. Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Cfom&s,  No.  19249. — An  American  consular  offlcer  in  Spain  reports  that  a  man 
in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  samples,  prices,  and  terms  for 
combs  made  of  celluloid,  ebonite,  or  gallallth.  Correspondence  and  all 
literature  should  be  In  Spanish.  Gash  will  be  paid  on  arrival  of  goods  at 
Spanish  port. 

Feeding  bottles,  etc..  No.  19250. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  ofllcer  In 
the  United  Kingdom  states  that  a  company  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch 
with  manufacturers  of  glass  bottles,  used  in  the  drug  trade;  feeding 
bottles;  willow  boxes  for  ointments;  and  clinical,  dairy,  food,  and  bath 
thermometers. 

Qoosc  quills.  No.  19251. — The  Barenu  is  In  receipt  of  a  communication  stating 
that  a  cigar  factory  desires  to  purchase  goose  quills,  cut  at  about  4  centi- 
meters, such  as  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  certain  kinds  of  cigars. 
Samples  of  quills  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 
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FSOFOSAIS  FOB  GOVEBHUEHT  SUPPLIES  ABB  COHSTRVCTIOH. 

[CorrenpoDdencc  Bhould  be  direct  witb  the  ofBces  named,  and  apeclflcatlons  cao  Qsuallj 
bo  obtain^  at  the  points  where  tbc  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
f6rmed.  In  cases  where  the  time  Unit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Anns  to  RUbmlt  tenders, 
tfaejt'  shonld  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malUns  lists  of  snch  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2776. — Sonled  proposnis  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Piu'cliasinp:  <»fflcer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Wnshlogton, 
D.  C.,  until  Noveinher  26,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balbon, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Pnunma,  iron  castings,  wrought- 
iron  or  steel  pipe,  mule  shoos,  horseshoe  nails,  screws,  cotters,  tacks,  turn- 
buckles,  bronze  bars,  brass  chains,  shovels,  manure  forks,  mop  handles,  tool 
handles,  brooms,  scrub  bruslies,  roof  brushes,  paint  brushes,  snatch  blocks, 
tackle  blocks,  lanterns,  buckets,  oil  cans,  lantern  globes,  window  glass, 
scythestones,  steel  tapes,  rules,  plumb  bobs,  gate  valves,  hose  couplings, 
door  bolts,  locks,  hasps,  hinges,  door  hooks,  furniture  casters,  hose,  packing 
asbestos  gaskets,  sash  cord,  chalk  line,  twine,  tari)aulins,  sheeting,  bunting; 
railway  flags,  cheesecloth,  oilcloth,  linoleum,  emery  cloth,  sandpaper, 
•leather  belting,  belt  lacing,  ship's  felt,  cork,  boiler  lagging,  crayons,  metal 
polish,  beeswax,  candles,  iwtassluni  chlorate,  borax,  lye,  pai>er,  and  white- 
oak  lumber.    (Circular  No.  090.) 

Construction  icork,  No.  2777. — Sealed  propo.'^als  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Wasliington,  D.  C,  until 
December  21,  1015,  for  the  constniction  complete  (including  mechanical 
equipment  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  post  office  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.  Drawings  and  speciflratious  may  l>e  obtained  from  the  custodian  of 
the  site  at  Attleboro  or  at  the  Washington  ofllcc. 

Steel  towera.  No.  2778. — Sealed  proposals  will  bo  i-ecelved  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  January  8, 
1916,  tor  the  construction  of  400-foot  steel  towers  at  the  radio  station  at 
Guam.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

IAfeboat$,  No.  2779. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  Uie  United 
States  Coast  Guard,  Treasury  Department,  AVashlngton,  D.  C,  until  Novem- 
ber 30,  1915,  for  the  constructiou  of  Beebe-Mclx'llan  selt-baliing,  wat«v 
ballast  sui-fl>oats,  with  centerhoards.  Plan.s  and  specifications  and  further 
llrfWrraatlon  may  he  obtained  on  application  to  the  Supervisor  of  Lifeboats, 
Howm  522,  Custoraliouse,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Ponoiiia  Canal  supplies.  No.  2780. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washlt^on, 
D.  C,  until  December  1, 1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges 
on  dock,  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Aucon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel  shapes,  plates,  and  bars, 
steel  and  iron  chain,  steel  and  iron  pipe,  pipe  fittings,  valves,  sink  plugs, 
cocks,  ejectors,  lavatories,  copper  tubing,  raanila  rope,  mop  beads,  flax 
swabs,  rubber  bands,  manlla  paper,  wagon  rims  and  spokes,  and  lumber. 
(Circular  No.  991.) 

Construction  icork.  No.  2781. — Senlod  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Sui)ervislng  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  December  22,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  me- 
chanical equipment  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  post  office  at 
Aurora,  Nehr.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  cus- 
todian of  the  site  at  Aurora,  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Wrecking  buildhig.  No.  2782. — Sealeil  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  tlie  lightliousG  Insi>ector,  Charleston,  S.  C,  until  December  7,  1915,  for 
tearing  down  four-stoi-y  brick  mill  building  and  disiiosing  of  material  as 
specified,  Including  placing  of  bricks  as  rliirap  outside  bulkhead  on  Ashley 
Itiver,  front  of  Charleston  Lighthouse  Depot  Further  Information  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Dredging,  No.  2783.— Sealed  proposals  will  bo  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks.  Navy  Department.  Wa.shlngton,  D.  C,  until  Etecember  11,  1915, 
for  dredging  at  the  navy  yard,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Plans  and  specifications 
may  be  obtuineil  on  application  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named 
or  to  the  Waahlngtou  oflke. 
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SUPEBIOS  V.  8.  CLA7  HAKES  IKSIFSTBT  INDEFEIIBEHT. 

American  glass  manufacturers  who  have  felt  the  necessity  of  de- 
pending upon  foreign  clays  will  be  able  hereafter  to  assert  their  in- 
dependence of  foreign  material,  as  a  result  of  experiments  that  have 
been  conducted  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  The 
Pittsburgh  laboratory  of  that  bureau,  which  is  located  near  one  of 
the  chief  centers  for  the  industry  in  the  United  States,  working  in 
cooperation  with  the  clay-pot  industries,  has  learned  that  glass  re- 
fractories (pots  in  which  the  glass  is  melted)  can  be  prepared  from 
American  clays,  witli  resulting  better  quality  than  that  of  the  article 
manufactured  with  the  addition  of  German  plastic  clays. 

The  mixture  prepared  from  American  clays  proved  superior  in  tbe 
glass-corrosion  tests,  both  to  the  mixtures  prepared  with  German 
clays  alone,  and  to  those  prepared  from  American  and  German 
clays  combined. 

The  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards  states  that  the  value 
of  the  results  of  this  single  investigation  to  American  industry  far 
suri)asses  the  entire  amount  the  Government  has  expended  in  the 
clay-products  work  since  the  time  of  its  organization.  The  opinion 
of  those  in  charge  of  the  experiments  is  that  from  now  on  no  foreign 
clays  will  be  needed  in  this  branch  of  manufacture.  The  work  in- 
augurated by  these  experiments  is  now  ready  to  be  tried  out  on  a 
large  scale. 

SEUOVAL  OP  EMBAROO  OK  FVBS  IN  BUSSU. 

[Telegram  from  Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  received  Not.  13,  lOlS.I 

The  Council  of  Ministers  has  authorized  the  exportation  to  allied 
and  neutral  countries  by  any  route  of  the  following  furs:  Beaver, 
otter,  sable,  black  and  gray-black  fox,  blue  arctic  fox,  elk,  seal, 
ermine,  marten,  skunk,  and  karaknl,  finished  or  unfinished.  No 
applications  for  permission  to  export  are  now  required. 

[For  earlier  references  to  the  relaxation  of  embargo  on  furs,  see  Commerce 
Reports,  Aug.  8  and  Oct  9,  1015.] 

12642*— U  657 


Digitized  by 


Google 


658 


COUMEBCE  BEFOBTS. 


BITSIRESS  HEV  INTERESTED  Iff  SPECIAL  AGENTS  WOKS. 

Much  interest  is  being  shown  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Stanley  H.  Hose, 
special  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
who  is  now  traveling  in  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
viewing manufacturers  and  others  concerning  the  details  required  in 
building  up  an  export  business.  Tliis  is  taken  as  further  evidence 
of  the  steadily  growing  interest  in  foreign  trade  on  the  part  of  the 
business  public  of  the  country,  and  the  lack  of  information  with 
which  the  business  man  is  too  often  confronted  when  attempting  to 
establish  an  export  business. 

It  has  been  found  desirable  to  add  a  number  of  cities  to  the  itin- 
erary of  Mr.  Rose,  and  the  schedule  which  he  will  follow,  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  is : 


Lincoln,  Nebr  November  16-17 

Omaha,  Nebr  November  18-19 

Des  Moines  November  22-23 

Davonport  (Including 

iroline)  November  25-26 

Burlington  November  2!>-30 

St.  Louis  December  2-4 


Louisville  December  6-8 

Cincinnati  December  »-ll 

Marietta  Dewmber  13-14 

Johnstown  Pecemlier  lG-17 

Heading  l>ocember  20-21 

New  York  December  23-24 

Washington  December  27 


After  the  holidays  Mr.  Rose  also  expects  to  visit  a  number  of  other 

cities,  especially  those  in  the  Southern  States.  Any  manufacturers 
living  near  the  places  which  he  will  visit  can  arrange  for  special 
appointments  to  discuss  export  details  by  getting  in  touch  with  the 
secretary  of  the  commercial  organization  in  any  of  the  cities  named. 

Besides  giving  information  concerning  export  details,  Mr.  Rose 
offers  for  inspection  a  number  of  publications  of  the  bureau  on  spe- 
cial markets  for  American  goods,  and  has  with  him  a  set  of  stereop- 
ticon  slides  for  illustrating  the  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.  As  he  has  traveled  in  man^  foreign  countries 
and  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  export  busmess  in  the  United 
States,  his  information  and  advice  are  of  the  practical  sort  which 
American  manufacturers  most  desire. 


AHERICAK  CONSTTLAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ASSEHGE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tiOD  o( 

v«Doe. 

Address. 

Summers,  Mnddln  

Daw^nn.  Wiliiam  

I'eck,  Wiliys  H  

Mi'ssrrsraith,  Of^rfio  S  

Robertson,  W.  Henry  

Amoy,  China.  

Ad  on,  Arabia  

Rosarlo,  ArRcntlna  ... 

Tsiiigtiiu,  China  

Fort  Erlo.  Canada .... 
Buonos  Airt'a,  Argen- 
tina. 

Dec.  31 
...do  .... 
Deo.  15 

....do... 
Jaa.  31 

Jan.  1 

Dec.  31 

Dm.  3 

Department  oT  State,  Wasblngtoo,  D.  C. 

Do. 

Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  City  ot 
New  York,  New  York  City. 

903  Ooodricb  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  Hlnn. 

Department  ot  Slate,  Wasbington, 
D.  C. 

Lowes,  DoL 

Branch  office.  Bureau  ot  Foreign  aod 
Domestto  Commorce,  Now  Yortw 
N.  Y. 

Itinerary  being  ananged. 
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N£W  BISECT  NEW  YOBE-CAKABT  ISIAHB  UHE. 

[CoDBOl  Georgs  K.  StUes,  Ttoerllle,  Cannry  Islands,  Sept.  2B.] 

A  new  line  of  steamers,  forming  another  direct  monthly  service 
between  New  York  and  Canary  inland  ports,  was  inaugurated  on 
September  20  by  the  arrival  at  Las  Palmas,  Grand  Canary,  of  the 
first  vessel  dispatched  by  the  Ocean  Transportation  Co.  of  New  York 
City.  Three  steamers  have  already  been  announced  as  placed  on  the 
new  line,  and  this  number  will  be  added  to  so  as  to  permit  of  a  regular 
monthly  service  in  each  direction.  The  first  vessel  reloaded  here 
with  fruit  for  Barcelona,  where  return  cargo  direct  to  the  United 
States  was  waiting. 

Announcement  has  already  been  made  by  the  local  agents  that  the 
second  vessel  of  this  new  American  company  had  been  forced  to  re- 
fuse freight  for  this  district  a  full  month  before  the  date  set  for  its 
departure  from  New  York.  At  the  same  time  it  is  complained  here 
that  freight  for  these  islands  has  been  waiting  on  the  New  York 
docks  for  mai^  months. 

Recent  Cargoes  InstTacting. 

The  trend  of  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  Canary 
Island  is  clearly  indicated  by  certain  recent  cargoes  arriving  here. 
Ships'  manifests  show  tliat  tobacco,  hams  (fresh  and  cured),  canned 
goods,  automobiles,  and  heav^  machinery  figure  prominently  in 
present-day  cargoes.  Comparisons  made  with  pre-war  statistics 
bring  out  the  fact  that  tobacco  is  now  imported  direct  from  the 
United  States,  whereas  it  was  previously  bought  from  Hamburg  in 
very  large  quantities,  and  that  there  was  a  very  large  direct  importa- 
tion of  American  canned  goods  (hitherto  usually  bought  through 
British  middlemen)  in  the  first  half  of  1915. 

Also,  since  January  1  the  American  automobile  has  practically 
driven  all  other  makes  from  tliis  market.  The  steamer  from  New 
York  that  reached  here  September  20  brought  10  automobiles,  all 
American  makes,  and  three  of  them  truc^  for  heavy  hanling,  titie 
like  of  which  had  never  before  been  seen  in  these  islands.  As  stated, 
considerable  heavy  machinery,  including  boilers  and  stationary  en- 

fines,  has  likewise  begun  to  arrive  in  this  district  from  the  United 
tates. 


BiFPOH  USE  AinroinrcEs  extension  of  service. 

[American  Ambassador  George  W.  Gatbrlc,  ToIe^o,  Japan,  Sept.  28.] 

I  am  informed  by  an  official  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  that  the 
company  has  decided  to  inau^rate,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  direct 
regular  service  between  the  FarEast  and  New  York,  via  the  Panama 
Canal,  in  order  to  meet  growing  trade  requirements.  This  line  is 
intended  to  supplement  the  monthly  service  from  New  York  to  the 
Far  East,  which  is  at  present  maintained  by  round-the-world  steam- 
ers dispatched  from  Japan  to  Kuropc  via  the  Suez  Canal. 

[A  dispatch  from  Consul  General  Scidinore,  at  Yokohama,  quoting  state- 
ments from  the  Jnpnn  Daily  Mail,  In  relntUdi  to  the  report  that  the  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha  had  been  admitted  to  the  New  Yorli  Shipping  Conference,  was 
published  In  CouuEstcB  Befobts  for  Not.  3,  1915.] 

Digitized  by  Google 


660 


COMMEBCE  BEFOBTS. 


OVAYAaun.  MARKET  COlirDITIOns  IN  SEFTEMBEK. 

ICoDsnl  Frederic  W.  Godlog.  Gnaynqul.  Kcoaaor,  Oct  16.] 

A  satisfactory  activity  was  noted  in  the  cacao  market  during  Sep- 
tember; prices  were  firm  and  advanced  slifrhtlv,  tlie  resumption  of 
operations  by  tlie  exporters  having  the  effect  o£  sustaininn;  the  price 
fixed  by  the  Asociacion  de  Agriciiltores  at  $11.54  per  100  pounds. 
The  month's  exports,  which  totaled  5,488,04^  pounds,  went  to :  United 
States,  1,9;)7.4T3  pounds;  British  Cohnnbia,  3,000;  Chile,  4,034; 
France,  1,253,275;  Italy,  180,702;  Spain,  273,702;  Sweden,  108,130; 
and  to  the  United  Kinji^dom,  1,720,521  pounds. 

The  demand  for  coilee  was  weak,  the  prices  per  100  pounds  for 
first-grade  being  $7.27  and  for  second-grade  $0.84.  There  were  ex- 
ported to  Chile  276,402  pounds  and  to  Panama  41,175  pounds. 

Hides  were  in  somewhat  better  demand,  with  a  tendency  toward 
lower  prices;  serranos  sold  for  $14.90,  criollos  for  $14.10,  and  picados 
for  $7.20  per  100  pounds.  The  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  were 
800  hides,  weight,  18.421  pounds;  and  to  the  United  States,  10,764 
hides,  weighing  223,304  pounds. 

The  price  of  ivory  nuts  was  firm,  shelled  nuts  selling  for  $1.50  per 
100  pounds,  France  receiving  135.386  pounds  and  the  United  States 
10,265  pounds. 

The  rubber  market  was  steady,  the  prices  per  100  pounds  during 
the  month  being  $23.50  for  maroma,  $19.02  for  hojas,  and  $8.55  for 
Serrano  bianco. 

NEW  ANGIO-HISFANO  STEAMER  SEBVICE. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Durst,  Barcelona,  Spain,  Oct  12.] 

Public  announcement  has  been  mnde  that  a  new  line  of  steamers 
with  regular  sailings  has  been  established  between  Bilbao,  Spain, 
and  various  ports  in  England.  Tlie  vessels  will  touch,  after  leav- 
ing Bilbao,  at  such  Spanish  ports  as  may  offer  cargo,  as  well  as  at 
Oporto  and  Lisbon  in  Portugal,  and  sail  thence  to  Tyne,  Tees,  and 
Hull,  toucliing  at  London,  Middlesbrough,  and  Newcastle.  Arm- 
strong, Lord  &,  Co.,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  are  directors  of  the  lines 
"Frutera  "  and  "AfFriteurs  Rcunis"  and  the  vessels  of  both  of  these 
companies  will  be  engaged  in  the  service  now  inaugurated.  Modesto, 
Pineiro  y  Cia,  of  Santander,  arc  the  Spanish  agents  of  the  new  line, 
which  is  to  be  Imown  as  the  "  Intera." 

In  view  of  the  growing  demand  in  Spain  for  transportation  facili- 
ties, this  new  steamship  service  is  welcomed  as  a  timely  assistance  to 
the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country.  It  may  be  mentioned  that 
there  is  a  cnn.stnnt  demand  here  for  sound  seagoing  vessels,  and 
high  prices  are  being  paid.  A  vessel  was  recently  sold  in  Barcelona 
for  over  $100,000,  which  was  vahied  early  in  1914  at  $20,000. 


AVhen  the  new  water  system  for  Madrid  is  completed,  reports 
Consul  Koliertson  Honey,  of  that  Spanish  capital,  it  is  estimated 
that  the  supply  will  exceed  200,000  gallons  per  minute  and  that,  in 
addition,  there  will  be  a  hydroelectric  production  of  21,000  horse- 
power (constant). 
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AtTXHIABT  AADIO  EQtriFHEIlT  OK  STEAMEB  TESTED. 

A  report  on  the  test  of  the  auxiliary  radio  equipment  installed 
aboard  the  Merchants  &  Miners  Transportation  Co.'s  steamship 
Howard  has  been  made  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation. 
This  test  was  made  because  of  the  difference  of  opinion  and  the 
absence  of  any  official  information  as  to  \rhether  or  not  certain  types 
of  auxiliary  apparatus  and  their  sources  of  auxiliary  power  supply 
fully  comply  with  section  1  of  the  act  of  June  24,  1910,  as  amended 
July  23,  1912. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  believes  it  to  be  necessary  that  the 
rarious  types  should  be  officially  submitted  to  tests  from  time  to 
time,  to  furnish  the  desired  information.  The  test  on  the  steamship 
Howard  was  conducted  from  July  13  to  19, 1915,  en  route  from  Nor- 
folk to  Boston,  and  return  from  Boston  to  Baltimore,  by  F.  A.  Roi- 
ster, of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  and  R.  Y.  Cadmus,  radio  inspector, 
of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation. 

The  Edison  battery  installed  on  the  steamship  Hoicard  consists  of 
100  cells  type  B-4-Ef,  W.  S.,  rated  at  80  ampere  hours.  This  battery 
supplies  power  to  run  a  110-volt  motor,  which  drives  the  one-half 
kilowatt,  500-cycle  generator  of  the  radio  transmitting  equipment, 
and  also  supplies  power  for  25  or  more  deck  lights.  The  voltage  or 
the  battery  when  fully  charged  is  140.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to 
have  a  resistance  in  series  with  the  battery  in  order  to  cut  down  the 
voltage  at  the  terminals  of  the  motor  to  110.  The  resistance  supplied 
for  this  purpose  is  adjustable,  so  that  as  the  battery  voltage  gradu- 
ally drops  the  voltage  at  the  motor  terminals  can  l)e  kept  at  110  by 
decreasing  this  resistance. 

One  test  of  the  battery  was  made,  using  only  90  instead  of  100  cells. 
The  initial  voltage  of  tliese  90  cells  after  charge  was  •iI>out  J25.  No 
reeirtance  was  used  in  series. 

Thfi  Bureau  states  that  the  90-cell  battery  apparently  meets  the 
foiir-liour  and  six-hour  service  requirements  of  the  ':ict  of  ffime  24, 
1!'10,  amended  July  23, 1912,  and  the  London  International  Conven- 
tion, ivri>ectively. 

The  motor  generator  set  furnished  with  this  equipment  is  of  the 
inductor  type.  The  radio  transmitter  furnished  is  of  modern  design, 
efficient,  and  easily  operated.  Provision  has  been  made  for  the  use 
of  wave  lengths  of  300, 450,  and  600  meters.  The  transmitter  may  be 
set  for  any  of  these  wave  lengths  by  means  of  a  simple  switch.  Tho 
antenna  current  was  found  to  be  about  6  amperes  for  450  and  600 
meters  and  about  4  amperes  for  300  meters. 

Under  these  conditions  it  is  believed  that  the  requirement  of  100 
miles  communication  will  be  fulfilled,  as  indicated  in  the  range  tests 
conducted  while  en  route  from  Norfolk  to  Boston  and  return  to 
Baltimore. 

TTTILITY  COMMISSION  CREATED  IN  CANADIAN  PROVINCE. 

[CoDsal  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Calgarj,  Alberto,  Canada,  Oct  30.] 

The  Province  of  Alberta  has  just  created  a  Utility  Commission 
consisting  of  three  members.  It  will  exercise  a  general  supervisory 
control  over  all  public  utilities  in  Alberta,  and  also  act  as  an  ad- 
visory board  on  municipal  improvements  involving  bond  issues. 
The  chainnan  receives  a  salary  of  $7,200  and  each  of  the  other  mem- 
bers $6,000.  This  Utility  Commission  is  unique  in  the  Dominion. 
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AUSTR&IIAH  TEHDENCT  TO  DOILAB  EXCHAKOB. 

[Report  ot  Canadian  QoTernment  Trade  Commlmiloner,  Melbourne,  Sept.  29,1 

The  most  disturbing  fuctor  in  Australian  trade  with  Canada  and 
the  United  States  in  recent  months  has  been  the  marked  variation  in 
the  rate  of  conversion  from  tlolhirs  into  sterling;.  The  lowest  rate  ad- 
vised was  $4.48  to  the  pound,  which  represented  a  loss  of  about  10 
per  cent  to  the  purcliasers  of  goods  invoiced  in  dollar  currency. 
This  variation  has  completely  upset  the  even  tenor  of  trade  between 
the  North  American  Continent  and  Australia.  Sellers  of  staple  lines 
of  Canadian  and  American  goods  have  been  obliged  to  quote  dollar 
prices,  thus  throwing  the  lojr^s,  by  conversion  into  sterling,  on  to  the 
purchaser,  or,  if  quoting  sterling  prices  based  on  a  named  fixed  rate 
of  exchange,  having  the  fluctuations  adjusted  by  the  Australian  buy- 
ers of  the  goods.  1  his  naturally  has  made  business  difficult  and  buy- 
ers have  been  operating  on  a  "  hand-to-mouth  "  policy.  The  visit  of 
the  British  Finance  Commission  to  the  United  States  has  already 
had  a  steadying  effect  upon  exchange,  which  to-day  is  reported  at, 
nominally,  ^.75,  and  conseguently  there  is  a  tendency  for  Australian 
buyers  to  operate  on  quotations  submitted  in  dollars. 


FBOBirCTION  OF  UVSEBNA  BAAK  IS  TEE  SUDAH. 

[Agent  and  Consul  Oeneral  Diner  Arnold,  Cairo,  Egypt,  Hay  21.] 

A  firm  of  manufacturing  chemists  in  the  United  States  recently 
asked  for  a  sample  of  musenna  bark  {Alhiz'ia  aTUhelmintica) ^  which, 
the  firm  informed  me  was  indigenous  to  Kordofan,  in  the  Sudan. 
I  received,  upon  application  to  the  Sudan  Government,  samples  of 
the  bark  from  the  Director  of  the  Commercial  Intelligent  branch 
of  the  Government  at  Khartoum.  In  forwarding  these  samples,  the 
director  informed  me  that,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  there  was  no  ex- 
isting trade  in  this  product,  but  that  if  any  demand  for  it  appeared 
to  be  likely  he  would  endeavor  to  arrange  for  a  supply  of  the  bark, 
provided  details  as  to  price  and  quantity  required  were  furnished. 

[Samples  of  musenna  bark  have  been  forwarded  from  the  consulate  Keneral 
at  Cairo,  and  will  be  loaned  to  interested  persons  upon  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  ofGccs.  Refer  to  file  No. 
61876.] 


BOUNTIES  FOR  ENCOTTEAGEMENT  OF  UTOTISTBIES. 

[British  Bonrd  of  Trade  Journal.  Oct.  14.] 

The  bounties  paid  by  the  Australian  Government  during  the  year 
ended  Juno  30, 1915,  totaled  [values  converted  to  United  States  gold] : 


Doazit7  paid  on— 


Comb^  wool  or  tops,oxport«d  

Tobacco,  leaf  

Fish,  prnerred  

Fibers,  flax  and  hemp  

Coftee,  raw  

Fruii3,dried(exocpt  earaDtaMidnliIiia)iM'C«KU6d, 
and  export«d. 


Rate. 


C)  ■■  

1  cent  per  pound  

3  cents  per  pound  

10  percent  on  market  vsliM 

4  cents  par  pound  

10  pttf  CMit  on  market  value 


Number 

ol 
payees. 

Amooat 
paid. 

a 

S37,eos 

31 

2 

no 

U 

378 

8 

MS 

4 

474 

a  2  cents  per  pound  to  Dee.  SI,  191S,  for  the  firat  1,000,000  pounds  made  by  eoy  one  mannlhotorer,  kod 
1  Jl  oento  per  pound  lot  etoli  poand  In  mam  of  l/mjim  pounds  made  br  107  cne  nuuAtetiiNr* 
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SHOST-WEiaHT  SHIPUENIS  OF  CASSIA  BABK. 

ICrasol  General  A.  Ih  KL  GottKbalk.  Bio  de  Janeiro.  BrasU,  Oct  1.] 

Complaints  have  been  made  to  this  office  by  importers  of  cassia 
bark  from  the  United  States  that  shipments  are  reaching  here  in 
short  weights. 

Cassia  bark  comes  from  China  (Amoy  and  Canton)  and  is  sent  to 
New  York  in  bond  for  reexportation.  It  is  packed  in  very  light 
wooden  chests  of  some  30  kilos  (66  pounds)  each,  and  reaches  hero 
invoiced  at  the  original  bond  weight,  with  weight  lists  attached  and 
a  statement  of  the  original  tare.  In  one  instance,  on  a  lot  of  50  cases, 
a  total  difference  of  90  kilos  (198  pounds)  was  detected  in  the  gross 
weight,  all  the  cases  being  intact.  This  difference,  the  importers 
claim,  can  hardly  be  attributed  to  loss  of  weight  from  natural  causes, 
such  as  drying  out,  etc.  Further,  the  local  commission  house  has 
taken  the  same  lot  of  50  cases  of  cassia  bark  and  weighed  the  con- 
tainers separately,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  fairness  of  tiie  diarge  for 
"  tare,"  and  claims  to  have  found  here  alone  a  difference  of  20  kilos 
(44  pounds). 

The  attention  of  American  exporters  of  cassia  bark  should  be 
directed  to  this.  Competition  is  very  keen  by  reason  of  the  activities 
of  local  Italian  and  Portugu^  agents.  Prior  to  the  European  war 
BraziFs  imports  of  cassia  came  to  her  almost  entirely  through  the 
free  port  of  Hamburg,  despite  keen  competition  from  Genoa.  Since 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  many  small  local  Portii^itcse  commission 
houses  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  have  entered  the  field  (Lisbon  having  also 
to-day  a  "free  zone  for  reexportation"),  and  thus  our  American 
exporters  of  the  article  are  placed  in  competition  with  sources  of  sup- 
ply which  seem  to  be  serving  the  local  market  better  than  they. 


FBOFOSEB  HEW  TAXES  FOK  THE  WKTHwitT.AirnB. 

The  new  taxes  which  the  Dutch  Minister  of  Finance  has  included 
in  his  budget  estimates  are  calculated  to  yield  the  Netherlands  an 
additional  revenue  of  some  61,000,000  florins  ($24,522,000),  according 
to  press  dispatches.  Holders  of  foreign  stocks  will  be  called  upon 
to  pay  1  florm  per  thousand  on  their  holdings;  taxes  on  church  prop- 
erty and  pious  foimdations  are  expected  to  bring  in  1,400,000  florins 
($562,800),  on  beer  3,600,000  florins  ($1,447,200),  on  tobacco  6,000,000 
florins  ($2,412,000),  and  on  railway-seat  tickets  2,000,000  florins 
($804,000).  A  source  of  revenue  that  is  unique  is  the  proposed  tax 
on  all  Christian  names  in  excess  of  one  at  the  registration  of  births. 

HEXICAK  BOBDEB  CONBITIOHS  lUFBOVEB. 

[Vice  Consul  Wlllism  P.  Blocker.  Picdnts  Ni^ras,  State  of  Coabnllo,  Not.  6.] 

The  situation  in  the  Piedras  Negras  consular  district  is  much  im- 
proved; in  fact,  flghting  has  become  a  thing  of  the  past.  The  pas- 
senger, freight,  and  other  trains  of  the  Mexican  National  Railroad 
are  operating  daily  to  and  from  southern  points  without  molestation. 

Many  Americans  and  other  foreigners  are  crossing  the  Interna- 
tional Bridge  daily  en  route  to  their  homes  in  the  interior,  with  a 
view  to  attain  settling  down  to  work  and  rebuilding  their  business, 
i^ose  coming  ont  say  conditions  are  becoming  better  each  day. 
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HUNICIPAL  OWUEBSHIP  OF  FDBUC  TTTIIITZES. 

[Consal  SBmuel  C.  Rest,  Calgary.  Alberta,  CanadA,  Oct  80.} 

The  city  of  Calgary  made  its  initial  venture  in  municipal  owner- 
ship in  the  year  1900,  when  it  purchased  the  system  of  the  Calgary 
Gas  &  Water  Works  Co..  whicn  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  present 
system  of  waterworlcs.  This  was  followed  in  1904  by  constructing  a 
municipal  electric  lifjht  plant,  the  amount  voted  bemg  $00,000,  and 
operaticns  were  started  in  December,  l!)Ou.  In  September,  1008, 
construction  of  a  municipally  owned  street  railway  system  was 
started.  This  report  will  deal  with  each  utility  separately. 
Tbe  Waterworks. 

Calgary  obtains  its  water  supply  from  the  neighboring  Bow  and 
Elbow  Kivers.  The  intake  on  the  Elbow  which  furnishes  tlie  city 
a  supply  of  8,000,000  gallons  per  24  hours  is  located  about  14  miles 
west  of  Calgary  in  the  foothills  of  the  Rocky  Ttlountains,  and  ap- 
proximately 300  feet  above  the  general  level  of  the  city's  chief  busi- 
ness thoroughfare.  The  new  pumping  station  <m  the  Bow  River, 
with  its  present  equipment  is  capable  of  supplying  20,000,000  gallons 
per  24  hours. 

A  pressure  of  85  pounds  per  square  inch  is  maintained  in  the 
mains,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  pumpr^  this  can  be  materially  in- 
creased in  times  of  emergency.  A  reservoir  of  16,000,000  gallons 
capacity  stands  on  tlie  gravity  line  200  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
center  of  the  city.  Hilly  portions  of  the  city,  at  too  great  an  eleva- 
tion to  be  well  supplied  "by  the  ordinary  water  service,  are  treated  as 
a  high-level  zone  and  dealt  with  independently.  Water  is  pumped 
into  nn  elevated  storage  tank  of  100,000  gallons  capacity,  from  which 
it  is  distributed  to  said  districts. 

The  purchase  of  the  waterworks  company  formed  the  nucleus  of 
the  present  system,  which  comprises  over  190  miles  of  water  mains, 
13  miles  of  30-inch  wood  stave  pipe  in  the  gravity  line,  9,879  con- 
nections, 1.027  hydrants,  140  public  water  taps,  and  12  public  Water 
troughs.  The  following  schetlide  shows  the  domestic  rates: 


Number  ol  roams. 


6  

«  

7  

8  

S  

10  

11  

12  

13  

U  

15  

Each  additional  room 


Rat*  per 

annum. 


|fi.00 

8.  EO 
9.00 

9.  at 

10.00 
10  .50 

ll.CI 

11.  ;» 

12.  CO 
12.  M 
13.00 

.50 


Additional  ooDTOnieaoes. 


na'sin  In  private  dwelling   pach, 

Waler-closet  do... 

Dalbs  do... 

thinks  or  laps  or  ndditional  Sxtares,  Brst  firee,  additloul 

sinks  or  laps,  tach. 

Terraced  lawns,  (ler  1,000  '^'jiiare  fwt  

Lawns  or  gardons,  per  1,000  square  feet  

I'ritiiils  each, 

Jlorcs  do,. . 

('arri^i>;es  do... 

.^^l(ns   do... 

<'ow3  do... 

Wairr  motors  do... 

I'ublic  t-Umlpipes gr  taps  do... 


Bataper 
axtntun. 


tl.OO 
1.00 
3.00 
.SO 

1.00 
.£0 
2.00 
2.00 
3.00 
2.00 
2.00 
5.00 
6.00 


A  discount  of  12^  per  cent  is  allowed  on  all  flat  rates  if  -paid 
withfn  10  days  of  the  date  the  account  is  rendered.  Meters  are  fixed 
in  all  buildings  or  places  where  water  is  consumed  in  large  quanti- 
ties. The  following  figures  ^ow  the  meter  rates : 

Minimum  meter  rates  per  vear  for  each  private  service  supply: 
i-inch  service,  $12;  g-inch,  $12;  1-inch,  $18:  2-inch,  $48;  4-inch,  $96: 
6-inch,  $150. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 


665 


Consumption  up  to  1,000,000  gallons  per  month:  First  20,000 
gallons,  22  cents  per  1,000  gallons;  next,  50,000,  14  cents  per  1,000; 
next  130,000,  12  cents  per  1,000;  next  300,000,  10  cents  per  1,000; 
next  500,000,  8  cents  per  1,000. 

Special  manufacturers'  rates  for  consuming  over  1,000,000  gallons 
per  month:  First  1,000,000  gallons,  8  cents  per  1,000  gallons;  second 
1,000,000,  7  cents  per  1,000;  all  over  2,000,000,  6  cents  per  1,000. 

A  discount  of  12^  per  cent  is  allowed  on  all  meter  rates  if  paid 
within  10  days  of  the  date  the  account  is  rendered. 

Last  yearns  balance  sheet  shows  the  following  satisfactory  results: 

Revenue  $398, 421. 76 

Expenditure   864,  709.  66 

Surplus   33,  712. 10 

In  addition  to  the  above  surplus  this  utility  has  paid  all  its  de- 
benture interest  and  debenture  sinking  fund  and  has  provided  a 
depreciation  reserve  account  totaling  $458,001.32  on  December  31, 
1014.   The  surplus  for  1915  to  August  31  shows  $14,506.53. 
Electric  light  and  Power  Department. 

The  capital  expenditure  of  this  utility  amounts  to  $2,643,501.01. 
The  capacity  of  the  plant  is  15,000  kilowatts.  The  mode  of  obtain- 
ing power  is  by  steam  turbine  and  vertical  reciprocating  engines, 
boilers  being  fired  by  natural  gas,  with  coal  stand-by. 

The  power  is  now  being  purchased  under  a  bulk  contract  from  the 
Calgary  I'ower  Co.,  a  local  hydroelectrical  corporation  which  has 
two  large  generating  plants,  one  at  Kananaskis  and  one  at  Horse 
Shoe  Falls,  both  located  on  the  Bow  River  58  miles  west  of  the  city, 
from  which  place  power  is  brought  by  means  of  transmis.«ion  lines. 

The  hydroelectric  power  company  also  operates  the  city's  power 
plant  as  a  stand-by  unit,  under  a  contract  that  expires  in  May,  1916, 
thereby  relieving  the  city  of  the  cost  of  being  prepared  to  take  care 
of  interruptions. 

The  plant  consists  of  over  20  miles  of  overhead  3-phase  Xo.  00 
copper  wire  and  23,635  feet  of  No.  00  12,000-volt,  3-phase,  p;vper- 
insulated,  lead-covered,  underground  cable;  the  overliead  line  is  car- 
ried on  a  graded  45-foot  lead,  also  the  necessary  cross  arms,  insu- 
lators, pole-top  switches,  etc. 

The  overhead  lines  interconnect  the  CalgaiT^  Power  Co's.  sub- 
station with  the  city  substation  through  a  1-circuit  line,  and  also 
connect  the  power  company's  substation  with  the  city's  generating 
station  through  two  separate  3-phase  lines,  also  one  loop  line  14  miles 
in  length. 

The  underground  cable  of  this  system  interconnects  the  generating 
station  and  the  city's  new  substation  through  two  separate  S-phase 
cables,  each  cable  being  of  suflicient  capacity  for  the  station,  so  that 
in  case  of  trouble  on  either  cable  the  other  is  capable  of  carrying  the 
load  while  repairs  are  being  carried  out. 

The  current  is  distributed  throughout  the  city  over  fifteen  2,800- 
volt,  3-phase  circuits  ranging  in  size  from  1-0  to  300,000  circular  mills. 
Underground  feeder  cables  are  used  to  supply  the  current  to  the 
center  of  distribution  of  the  most  important  lighting  circuits,  with 
the  object  of  making  the  source  of  supply  as  reliable  as  possible. 
The  2,300-Tol(  system  consists  of  233  miles  of  pole  line. 
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From  the  transformers  the  corrent  is  distributed  to  the  customers 

over  secondary  feeders,  which  are  mostly  single-phase,  3-wire,  110 
and  220  volts  for  lighting,  and  3-phase,  220  volts  for  pow^r. 

The  department  has  in  service  14,130  meters  ranging  in  capacity 
from  5  to  200  amperes. 

Street  Uffhttng^-Siibftatlottt— Orfanlsatlon. 

The  street  lighting  consists  of  over  1,600  lights,  of  which  830  are 
magnetite  arcs  ornamental  and  pendant;  200  alternating  current  in- 
closed arcs;  40  Same  arcs;  four  nundred  and  forty  250- watt  6.6-am- 
pere  high  efficiency  tungstens;  and  113  oman^tal  5-light  standards. 
The  lights  are  placed  approximately  56fi  feet  apart  on  avenues  and  46 
feet  apart  on  streets,  except  on  principal  business  thoroughfares, 
where  they  are  placed  at  intervals  of  about  90  feet.  They  are  fed  and 
controlled  by  25  separate  circuits  and  light  about  200  miles  of  the 
city's  streets  and  avenues. 

Two  substations  were  constructed  and  equipped  in  1912.  One  is 
located  at  Ogden,  near  the  entrance  to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailroad 
shops,  and  the  other  at  Seventh  Street  West  and  Ninth  Avenue. 

The  O^den  substation  has  a  transfonner  capacity  of  3,000  kilowatts. 
The  equipment  consists  of  six  600-kilowatt,  1,200-volt,  single-phase 
step-down  transformers;  one  500  and  one  300  kilowatt  motor  gen- 
erator sets;  one  arc-light  regulator,  together  with  necessary  switch- 


The  Mnth  Avenue  and  Seventh  Street  west  substation  has  a 
transforming  capacity  of  6,000  kilo  volt- amperes  and  direct-current 
generating  capacity  of  2,000  kilowatts.  The  equipment  consists  of 
two  3,000-kilowfltt-ampere,  3-phase,  12,000-volt  transformers  and  two 
1,000-kilowatt  motor-generator  sets,  7  arc-liglit  regulators,  and  also 
the  necessary  automatic  voltage  regulators,  switching  equipment,  etc. 

During  1912  the  department  was  rigorously  reorganized  by  the 
city  electrical  engineer,  who  appointed  competent  officers  to  take 
charge  of  each  important  brancli  of  the  department,  these  officers 
being  held  entirely  responsible  for  the  efficient  execution  of  all 
matters  under  their  jurisdiction. 

A  clerk  of  works  was  delegated  to  keep  a  record  of  all  time  and 
material  on  each  job  and  file  a  copy  of  same  in  the  office,  so  that  it 
is  always  available  for  reference. 
Distribution  Becord  System. 

Plans  have  been  made  of  the  distributing  system,  showing  all 
primary  lines  and  location  of  transformers;  a  complete  filing-record 
system  has  been  installed,  wherein  is  kept  all  data  concerning  the 
load  and  general  characteristics  of  each  transformer,  together  with 
a  plan  of  the  secondary  circuit  to  which  the  transformer  is  connected. 

Another  important  feature  is  a  meter  filing  record  card  system, 
which  shows  the  meter  location,  a  curve  showing  its  accuracy,  when 
last  tested,  and  also  the  capacity,  reading,  and  date  meter  was  set  and 
first  put  into  service. 

The  city  plant  began  operations  in  December,  1905,  with  a  lift- 
ing rate  of  14  cents  per  kilowatt  hour  and  power  rate  of  10  cents 
per  kilowatt  hour.  By-laws  have  since  been  passed  readjusting  rates 
per  kilowatt  hour,  as  follows: 


December  20,  1907,  light,  14  cents;  power,  10  cents.  August  24, 
1908,  light,  12  cents;  power,  7  cents.  April  13, 1909,  light,  11  cents; 
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power,  6  cents.  May,  1911,  light,  9  cents;  power,  from  1  to  2  cents, 
according  to  amount  consiimed;  this  reduction  was  made  when  the 
department  was  first  supplied  with  hydroelectric  power.  August  5, 
1912,  light  7i  cents;  power,  from  1  to  2  cents,  according  to  amount 
consumed.  February  16,  1915,  light,  5  cents,  and  minimum  monthly 
charge  also  reduced  from  $1  to  75  cents ;  power,  from  1  to  2  cents,  ac- 
cording to  amount  consumed. 

The  reductions  speak  well ,  for  general  management  of  the  de- 
partment. The  following  statistics  also  prove  that,  in  spite  of  the 
periodic  reductions  in  the  rates,  the  depai-tment  has  been  able  to 
show  a  satisfactory  surplus  each  year  since  its  inception.  The  state- 
ment covers  tlie  receipts,  expenditures,  and  surplus  of  the  depart- 
ment from  1906  to  1914,  iadusive: 


Tear. 

Rmntw. 

Expuidl- 
tura. 

Bnrplns. 

I23.1M.08 
68,172.87 
85.560.65 
116.06S.30 
193.009.82 
200.227.95 
384. 173.32 
544.34S.40 
670,512.24 

no,  518.  SO 
36.878.37 
58, 77:.  70 
111,484.84 
170.693.60 
202.347. 4S 
3M.3S2.41 
445,177.09 
693,654.38 

K,  048. 78 
22,394.89 
20,782.06 

6,183.62 
22.407.32 

3. 98a  47 
17,700.01 
90,171.31 
77,857.96 

1914  

This  department  has  paid  all  its  debenture  interest  and  sinking 
fund  and  in  addition  has  a  depreciation  reserve  account,  which 
totaled  $178,922.78  at  December  SI,  1914. 


Calgary  Uimfclpal  Street  Hallway. 

The  city  of  Calgary,  having  then  a  population  of  35,000,  suc- 
cessfxilly  launched  an  up-to-date  street  railway  service  on  July  5, 
1909.  For  several  years  capitalists  endeavored  to  get  the  franchist*, 
claiming  that  it  could  not  be  operated  at  a  profit.  The  city,  how- 
ever, did  not  give  this  away,  but  voted  $476,000  to  build  and  operate 
it  as  a  public  utility,  and  although  it  was  not  anticipated  that  more 
than  operating  expenses  would  be  received  for  a  few  years,  it  has 
been  a  success  from  the  start.  Beginning  with  12  cars  of  the  most 
modem  type  "pay  as  you  enter"  it  returned  the  city  interest 
charges  and  a  surplus  of  $10,000  for  contingent  account  during  the 
first  six  montlis  of  its  operation. 

This  work  was  carried  on  by  five  paving  contractors,  and  one 
track  construction  company  which  had  the  contract  for  the  unpaved 
section,  the  city  doing  all  special  work,  intersections  and  overhead, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  city  engineer  and  the  superintendent  of 
the  street  railway. 

AH  materials  and  construction  are  of  the  best,  tubular  steel  poles 
being  used  on  the  paved  sections;  the  pavement  is  composed  of 
gi-anitoid,  wood  block,  bitulithic,  and  asphalt ;  the  track  on  such 
sections  being  laid  on  a  sub-base  of  4  inches  of  cement,  with  6-inch 
ties,  being  spaced  4  feet  apart,  grouted  in  with  cement,  representing 
on  the  granitoid  pavement  sections  17  inches  of  bed. 

The  rails  are  60  and  80  pound  Lorain,  6-inch  and  7-inch  section,  GO 
feet  long,  high  T  bonded  with  double  compressed  bonds;  all  inter- 
sections are  manganese  steel,  supplied  by  the  United  States  Steel 
Co.,  and  Hadfield^  of  Manchester,  England. 
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Overhead  feeder  wires  are  of  aluminum,  and  all  material  is  of 
the  best  quality,  nothing  being  spared  to  make  the  system  permanent 
in  every  particular. 

After  a  compietion  of  the  work^  as  first  estimated,  a  surplus  was 
saved  sufficient  to  purchase  6  additional  cars,  46^  feet  long,  which 
were  received  July  1,  1910,  giving  an  equipment  of  18  cars.  In 
September,  1910,  a  further  by-law  was  voted  to  extend  the  line  24 
miles  and  purchase  12  additional  cars  and  equipment,  at  a  cost  of 
$484,000.  These  cars  were  received  and  24  miles  of  additional  ex- 
tensions constructed  in  1911,  giving  a  total  mileage  of  40|  miles  and 
30  cars. 

The  taxpayers  on  October  8,  1911,  further  indorsed  spending 
$375,000  to  construct  12  additional  miles  of  track,  purchase  18 
passenger  cars,  1  scenic  car,  and  1  sprinkler  car,  add  to  the  car  bam, 
and  equip  the  system  with  all  modem  appliances,  which  has  been 
carried  out. 

With  the  decision  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to  erect  their 
western  shojps  In  Calgary,  a  further  by-law  was  passed  to  constmct 
3  miles  of  lines  to  these  shops  and  to  purchase  complete  six  46^-foot 
cars,  at  a  cost  of  $82,000,  making  the  equipment  54  passenger,  1  ob- 
servation, and  2  sprinkler  cars--554  miles  of  track,  whidi,  with  3^ 
miles  donated  to  the  city,  makes  a  total  of  59  miles.  With  this  gift 
came  a  donation  of  8G  acres  of  a  park  on  the  Bow  River,  beautifully 
situated,  wooded,  and  also  woter  suitable  for  boating. 

During  the  past  year  all  the  line  feeders  within  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  of  the  power  house  have  been  placed  under  ground.  Two  addi- 
tional substations  for  li^ht  and  power  for  the  railway  are  under  con- 
struction, which  will  mcrease  the  railway  power  1,200  kilowatt 
hours. 

At  present  power  is  supplied  by  two  500-kilowatt  direct-driven 
stenni  units  as  an  auxiliary  and  one  300-kilowntt  and  one  1,500- 
kilowatt  motor  generator,  for  which  power  is  purchased  from  the 
Calgary  Power  &  Transmission  Co.  at  $30  per  horsepower  year. 
The  power  department  is  separately  operated,  supplying  the  city 
with  light  and  power,  and  charges  the  railway  for  such  power  as  it 
uses  at  1^  cents  per  kilowatt  hour. 
Trolley  Fares  Charged — ^Wares  of  Emj^oyees. 

Five  classes  of  tickets  are  used — "school,"  good  to  and  from  school 
for  adults  and  any  time  for  children,  10  for  25  cents;  "  work,"  good 
morning  and  evening,  8  for  '25  cents;  "ordinarv,"  25  in  book  form, 
$1 ;  and  pads  of  civic  employees'  tickets,  30  for  J^l,  the  latter  charged 
to  the  department  in  which  they  are  used.  On  market  days  a  "re- 
tum-from-market  transfer  "  is  granted  free. 

No  passes  are  issued,  but  transfers  are  made  from  the  different 
routes  at  10  different  points  in  the  city,  and  a  labor  fare  between  12 
and  2  p.  m.  is  being  considered. 

Emploj'ces  are  paid  a  sliding  scale,  representing,  after  three 
months'  service,  28  cents  i)cr  hour;  second  six  months,  30  cents  per 
hour;  for  the  second  year,  32  cents  per  hour;  for  the  third  year,  34 
cents;  and  after  three  years,  35  cents  per  hour.  Time  and  one-half 
is  paid  to  men  working  on  holidays.  Free  winter  coats  and  half  cost 
of  first  uniforms  are  granted,  with  free  uniforms  after  one  year. 

A  sick  benefit  association  in  connection  with  the  street  railway 
was  organized  May  1,  1912,  and  is  composed  of  all  the  operating 
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staff,  with  proper  officers  and  constitution.  The  fees  are  $2  entrance 
and  $1  per  month  thereafter,  one-half  of  which  is  paid  to  the  asso- 
ciation's treasurer  by  the  street  railway  department,  which  reduces 
the  cost  to  $1  entrance  and  50  cents  per  month.  For  this,  on  a  duly 
signed  certificate  from  the  medical  health  officer  of  the  city,  who 
acts  as  the  nssociation  doctor,  members  receive  $1.50  per  day  during 
sickness  after  four  days  and  free  private  ward  in  hospital  in  case 
of  injuries  received  in  the  service  or  operations. 

The  railway  department  also  furnishes  free  club  rooms,  piano, 
pool,  shooting  galleries,  etc.,  where  concerts,  competitions,  and 
dances  are  regularly  held. 

Under  agreement  with  the  railway  all  employees  agi'ee  to  become 
members,  and  also,  if  required,  become  district  constables,  so  that 
they  maintain  order  on  the  system  if  necessary.  The  system  is  oper- 
ated by  the  city  commissioners,  with  a  superintendent  in  charge. 
Summary  of  Results. 

The  mimicipal  street  railway  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1915, 
shows  that  the  net  income,  after  all  operating  expenses,  taxes,  interest 
on  funded  and  floating  debts  had  been  paid,  was  $83,870.21  for  the 
period  from  June  30,  1915,  to  June  30,  1015.  From  this  amount 
there  were  deducted  reserves  and  sinking  fund  charges,  leaving  the 
municipal  street  railway  with  a  surplus  of  $8,894.32  for  the  period 
covering  the  first  year  of  the  great  world  war. 

The  cost  of  construction  and  equipment  per  mile  of  iroad  owned 
by  the  city  is  $31,331.85.  The  gross  earnings  for  the  period  from 
June  80,  1914,  to  June  30, 1915,  were  $611,826.85.  The  total  funded 
debt  of  the  system  is  $2,280,210,  on  which  $108,359.48  interest  was 
paid  during  the  period  named.  Salaries  and  wages  paid  totaled 
$^77,894.17,  and  total  operating  expenses,  including  salaries  and 
wages,  were  $428,797.18.  The  total  number  of  employees  is  272.  The 
ratio  of  operating  expenses  to  gross  earnings  durmg  the  same  period 
■was  70.08  per  cent  and  of  operating  expenses  and  taxes  to  gross 
earnings  70.62  per  cent. 

Including  main  lines,  siding,  and  turnouts,  the  lotal  track  of  the 
system  aggregates  71.5  miles,  while  there  are  87  cars  of  all  classes 
with  equipment  ready  for  operation. 

The  total  number  of  passengers  carried  during  the  period,  in- 
cluding both  fare  and  transfer,  reached  the  enormous  number  of 
19.073.278. 

The  operating  expenses  per  car  mile  were  15.191  cents,  while  the 
car  earnings  per  car  mile  were  21.328  cents.  General  statistics 
follow : 


Year. 

carried. 

Hlles  oper- 
ated: 

Can  op- 
erated. 

Ulles  ol 
track. 

Number 
of  em- 
ployees. 

SarpltlS. 

1010  

3,M!i,697 
7,I7fl,0S8 
12,S4l,e30 
16,9V6,6.W 
16,213.731 
19,0:3,278 

m,m 

1,  tH3.3'» 

2,  e4<<,234 
3,112,407 
3,112,407 

15 
22 
48 

65 
(S& 
60 

16.  S 

26.5 

H 

70.5 

71.5 

71.S 

62 
102 
346 
34S 

3S0 
233 

t29,435.SS 

S7,2Dn.H 
107,2.')3.49 
69,402.83 
3,S31.60 
8,804.33 

Lil^e  the  other  utilities  of  Calgary,  the  street  railway  has  paid  all  its 
debenture  interest  and  sinking  fund,  and  has  also  provided  an  ade- 
quate depreciation  reserve,  which  totaled  $311,351.80  on  December 
31, 1914. 
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HinX  OIL  AHD  SEED  TRADE  FOB  HINE  X0HTH8. 

[Consul  Charles  U.  Ilathtwar.  Jr..  Hull.  Bnsland.  Oct.  IB.] 

Imports  of  oil  seeds  into  Hull  from  January  1  to  October  5, 1915, 
compared  with  those  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1914,  according 
to  the  Hull  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  excepts  palm  kernels  and 
peanuts,  were : 


Articles, 

1914 

1915 

CoitoiuMd: 

iti.rao 

lM,«jS 

91,031 
17fl,fi72 
56,145 

s»,m 

75,474 
113,938 

159,074 
23, 388 

101. 1S4 
23, 2» 
C,7U 

Linseed  In  quarters  of  410, 418,  and  424  pounds;  lapesoed,  quarten  o(  4M  and  434  pomidi;  castw  nodf 
qiMrton  of  4f 0  pounds.  Ton  equals  2,240  pounds. 


Eztraordinary  Depletion  of  Stocks  of  Cotton  Seed. 

Except  for  soya  bean  and  rapeseed,  the  stocks  of  oil  seeds  in  ware- 
house were  very  far  below  those  of  the  corresponding  date  in  1914. 
The  present  depletion  of  stocks  of  cotton  seed  is  regarded  as  extraor- 
dinary. 

During  the  portion  of  1915  under  review  24,150  tons  of  oil  cakes 
were  imported,  as  against  18,337  tons  in  1914  Exports  of  oil  for  the 
some  periods  were : 


Oil  exports. 

1914 

3,ffln 

2,  £00 
4,014 

18,304 
4,4(4 
2,033 

The  heavy  incrc'ase  of  linseed  and  cottonseed-oil  exports  was  mostly 
in  the  first  six  months  of  1915.  Increasingly  stringent  export  regu- 
lations have  greatly  i-educed  the  export  figures  for  the  last  three 
months. 


VALFABAISO  CUSTOHHOVSE  BETUBNS  FOB  NIKE  XONTHS. 

[Consul  Genoial  L.  J.  Kccna,  Valparaiso,  Ctille,  Oct.  8.] 

The  customhouse  returns  at  Valparaiso  for  September,  1915,  in 
terms  of  United  States  currency,  were  $330,071  greater  than  in  Sep- 
tember, 1914.  The  revenue  from  the  export  tax  on  nitrate  was 
$2,266,620  in  September,  1915,  compared  with  $1,640,632  in  Septem- 
ber, 1914.  That  imports  have  not  yet  reached  a  normal  level  is  shown 
by  the  difference  between  the  September  returns  from  import  duties 
in  those  two  years— $1,145,727  in  1914  and  $838,824  in  1915. 

The  receipts  for  the  first  nine  months  of  these  two  years  from  ex- 
port and  import  taxes,  storage  dues,  and  consular  fines  were 
$25,115,370  in  1915  and  $35,840,340  in  1914. 
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The  record  of  declared  exports  from  the  Vancouver  consular  dis- 
trict to  the  United  States  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1015  shows 
large  increases  over  1914  in  numerous  items,  greatly  counterbalancing 
the  reductions  that  are  found  in  some  other  directions.  So  large  are 
some  of  the  percentages  of  increased  shipments  that  the  total  amount 
for  the  nine  months  was  $17,379,202,  compared  with  $9,103,490  for 
the  fii-st  nine  months  of  1914.  The  total  of  wood  manufactures  was 
$5,622,451,  compared  with  $4,021,635  in  1914.  Among  the  items  that 
made  up  this  total  were:  Shingles,  $2,678,047,  increase  from  $1,742,- 
128;  siding,  $377,273,  increase  from  $109,493:  silo  staves,  $106,436, 
instead  of  $2,616;  lumber,  $685,399,  instead  of  $386,480;  logs,  $706,- 
846,  instead  of  $279,351.  Items  which  were  included  under  lumber 
last  year  are:  Ceiling,  $9,298;  flooring,  $63,578.  Total  shipments  of 
vegetables  were  valued  at  $29,474,  compared  with  $1,950  in  the  first 
31  ine  months  of  1914.  Rice  increased  from  $44,613  to  $181 ,943. 

Other  items  showing  increases  were :  Horses,  other  animals,  casings, 
fertilizers,  hair,  calfskins,  leather,  automobiles,  brewers'  grits,  fire 
brick,  fire  clay,  bullion,  bonds,  cascara  bark,  drugs  and  sundries,  fur- 
niture, preserved  fish,  window  glass,  electrical  hardware,  junk,  ore, 
paper-mill  equipment,  canned  goods,  flour,  apples,  preserved  milk, 
mutton  and  veal,  rubber,  and  sulphur.  Declared  exports  of  bonds 
were  valued  at  $1,161,349,  with  no  figures  for  1914. 


CHINESE  GHIIIEB  UEAT  FOB  FHHTPFDn:  MABEET. 


The  first  consignment  of  chilled  beef  ever  exported  from  Hong- 
kong left  on  September  28,  the  destination  being  the  Philippine 
I^ands.  The  shipment  consists  of  80  tons,  the  greater  portion  being 
bullock  beef  and  carcasses  of  mutton.  The  cattle  are  slaughtered  in 
the  colony  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the^  government  veteri- 
narian and  are  chilled  by  a  local  company  which  has  secured  the 


government  has  limited  for  the  present  at  least  the  shipment  of  more 
than  80  tons  at  one  time,  but  no  special  restriction  has  been  placed 
on  the  export  of  chilled  meat  for  the  entire  year.  The  local  govern- 
ment allows  the  exportation  of  500  head  of  cattle  to  Manila  monthly, 
and  1,000  head  monthly  to  the  Dairy  Farm  Co.  (Ltd.)  for  slaughter- 
ing purposes.  The  first  shipment  of  live  cattle  to  Manila  will  shortly 
be  made,  as  the  last  of  the  restrictions  have  been  removed. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Few  York,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  Gustoinhotise ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Bnlldlng;  St.  Louis,  408  Third 
National  Bank  Baildlng;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Offlee  Bnilding;  ITew  Orleans,  1080 
Eibemla  Bank  Bnilding;  San  Tranctseo,  306  TTnlted  States  Cnstombonse;  Seattle. 
9S2  Alaska  Bnilding.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


tVicc  Consnl  Q.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  British  Colambta,  Oct.  9.J 


[Vice  Consul  A.  U.  Carleton,  HongfcoDg,  Oct  2.] 


premises  of  the  defunct  Oriental 
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^BEtOH  XBASE  OPFOSTUHITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Boreaa  and  Ita  ferameh 

ofllcea.] 

Automobile  accessories.  No.  19252. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spiiin  re- 
i     ports  tlint  a  company  desires  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  oHto- 

raohlle  accessories,  such  as  tires,  gasoline,  oil,  etc.   Correspondence  may  be 

In  English. 

Rubber  halls.  No.  19253. — A  firm  in  Switzerland  desires  to  establish  commer- 
cial relation;^  with  American  manufacturers  of  rubber  balla  used  as  toys 
for  children.   Samples  are  solicited. 

Furs,  No.  19254. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  states 
that  a  company  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  firms  inter- 
ested in  the  purchase  of  opossum,  wallaby,  and  bear  skins.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  In  English. 

Caustic  potash.  No.  19255. — A  firm  in  Italy  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  producers  or 
exportera  of  caustic  potash.  References  gtvoi.  Terms,  casta  against 
documents.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Pottal  oarOa,  Mo.  19256.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  rqiorts  that  a 
publishing  firm  desires,  throni^  Its  r^resentatlve,  to  Import  large  quan- 
tities of  postal  cards  with  views  of  landscapes,  scenes,  buildings,  or  locali- 
ties in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  all  kinds  of  novelty  postal  cards, 
colored  and  otherwise.   Correspondence  Is  desired  in  Spanish. 

Uachincry,  No.  19257. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  Sonth 
Africa  states  that  a  man  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  other 
information  from  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  paper  bags. 
Machines  must  be  capable  of  producing  paper  bags  from  one-lialf  to  twenty- 
five  pounds  capacity,  motor  driven,  work  drab  or  union  paper,  and  be 
equipped  with  a  printing  attachment. 

Steel  containers  for  oxygai.  No.  19258. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  in  Italy  states  that  a  firm  desires  to  Import  steel  tubes  or  containers 
for  oxygen.  The  containers  should  be  strongly  constructed  without  seams, 
so  08  to  stand  alone,  have  a  cover  for  protection,  and  contain  35,  40,  and  SO 
liters  of  water  and  wel{^,  respectively.  62,  75,  and  00  kilos.  (Liter== 
2.113  pints,  kilo~2.2046  pounds.)  An  illustration  of  the  container  desire<l 
Is  submitted  with  the  report  and  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its 
Wancb  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  6S520.) 

Electric  meters  and  transformera.  No.  19259. — A  firm  in  Spain  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manu- 
facturers of  electric  meters,  transformers,  bells,  electric-light  carbons, 
lamps,  and  all  ^Inds  of  electric  specialties.  Gorre^ndence  may  be  in 
English. 

Diamonds,  No.  19260. — The  Bureau  is  informed  that  a  Arm  in  Switzerland  de- 
sires to  sell  small  cut  diamonds  In  tlie  United  States. 

Knitting  machinery  and  needles,  No.  19261. — A  report  from  an  American  cou- 
suinr  olficer  in  Portugal  states  that  a  company  desires  to  communicate 
with  firms  handling  knitting  machinery  and  needles.   Correspondence  may 

be  In  English. 

Stationery,  paper,  etc,.  No.  19202. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Russia  re- 
l>orts  that  a  business  man  is  interested  in  the  following  goods:  Paper  and 
envelopes  In  boxes,  railway  measuring  tapes,  rules  of  steel  and  wood,  post 
cards,  painting  brushes  for  schools,  letter  scales,  toys,  dolls  of  good  quali- 
ties, table  bells,  etc.  Prices  must  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  Vladivostok.  Russian 
values,  welglits,  and  fflmensions  are  requested. 

Qroecrica,  No.  102G3.— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  French  West  Indies 
reports  that  there  have  been  a  number  of  inquiries  for  the  names  of  whole- 
sale dealers  In  groceries. 

Knitting-tnachine  needles.  No.  102G4.— A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  Spain  states  that  a  manufacturer  dealing  In  knitting  machines 
and  accessories  is  desirous  of  purchasing  quantities  of  knitting-machine 
neetlles  of  all  kinds  for  the  cotton,  woolen,  and  silk  knit  industries.  Teims 
of  sale  and  full  information  requested. 
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ELEGTIUC  CABLE  BETWEEN  SWEDEN  AND  DENMARK. 

[Connil  Oeneial  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stoekbolm.  Sweden,  Oct  20.] 

An  electric  cable  has  been  laid  for  industrial  purposes  between 
Helsingborg,  in  Sweden,  and  the  opposite  coast  of  Denmark.  It  is 
capable  of  transmitting  40,000  volts.  The  cable  itself  was  delivered 
by  a  German  firm. 


NEW  SWEDISH  FBEI0HT  UNE  TO  EN0L&ND. 

[CoDKQl  General  Ernest  Jj.  Harris,  Stockholm,  Oct  20.1 

The  Swedish  Steamship  Co.,  Helsingborg-Luggude  and  Vola,  has 
established  a  new  freight  line  to  England,  known  as  the  Swedish 
Line  Liverpool-Manchester-Baltic.    The  object  is  to  carry  piece 

foods  from  Liverpool  and  Manchester  to  Sweden  and  eventually  to 
Denmark  and  other  Baltic  ports,  where  cargoes  will  be  received  for 
the  British  West  Coast.  The  line  will  consist  of  three  steamers  and 
will  begin  o])eratioiis  in  November. 


DUTCH  GLASS  FACXOBIES  SEE£  AXEBICAN  SODA. 

[Commercial  AttacM  B.  W.  TbomiwoD.  The  Hagne.] 

The  Gazette  de  Hollande  of  October  20,  1915,  says  that  the  glass 
industry  at  Leerdam,  Netherlands,  in  which'1,400  workmen  are  em- 
ployed, is  threatened  with  a  stoppage  as  a  result  of  the  total  pro- 
hibition of  export  of  soda  from  Britain,  soda  being  one  of  the  raw 
materials  in  the  manufacture  of  gla^  The  stock  of  soda  on  hand 
is  sufficient  for  six  weeks.  Serious  efforts  are  being  made  to  buy  the 
soda  in  America,  but  this  entails  great  expense.  Meanwhile,  a  meet- 
ing of  soda  consumers  in  this  country  was  held  at  Amsterdam  yes- 
terday. As  a  result,  a  committee  was  formed  to  act  for  the  imited 
consumers. 

Further  information  will  be  supplied  by  the  American  Export 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Amsterdam. 
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AMEBICAK  TRADE  FOB  ONE  WEEK. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending  No- 
vember 13,  1915,  at  the  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  XJnited 
States,  handling  91  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  exports,  based  on 
toanaactions  in  the  month  of  September,  1915,  were: 


DiBtrlets. 

Imports. 

oollMtad. 

Bxporta. 

138.503 
3,7W.01O 
».7.V1,2SS 
1,133.214 
308,228 
48. 4M 
428.788 
82.503 
2,910  940 
S02.032 
723.5U 
077.798 
088,  TM 

81.484 

232.151 
3,100.073 
238.730 
10. «» 
2.3U 
29,3(0 
978 
78.491 
7,181 
19.813 
142.831 
47,198 

n. 808.  OSS 
2,431.881 

a0.4B4.7« 
3,3S4.4U 
4,2Q(14U 
l,3M.2a 
3,752.710 
4,70ii.3H 
2.546.884 
2,000.251 
1,580.678 
83. 3n 
3. 184. 134 

N«w  York  

32,840,773 

8,917,133 

81,S«2,S27 

The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  November  13,  1915, 
at  tho  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  Umted  States,  follows: 


DJslricts. 

Bales. 

Dtotrtcbi. 

Bales. 

DbMeU. 

BalM. 

Georgia  

21,273 
■■  88.1 
12,348 
0^382 

PhUftdelphin  

San  Pnnebeo  

9,803 

Virginia  

Tobl  

Now  y<wk  

83,233 

37,oa3 

IHOSI 

Naw  Orleans  

^fci  ■  ..,  *i  — 1 — 

ICETEOBS  07  ElEGTBOLYSIS  UTIGATION. 


A  paper  giving  a  brief  general  statem«it  regarding  electrolysis 
and  cwrosion,  and  presenting  a  detailed  discussion  of  the  ranous 
methods  of  electrolysis  mitig^ion  that  have  been  proposed  or  tried 
for  protecting  undei^ound  structures,  has  just  been  issued  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  Methods  of  mitigation  are 
treated  under  two  heads,  namely,  those  applicable  to  pi^es  and  those 
applicable  to  the  railway  return  system.  The  conclusion  is  drawn 
that  while  certain  of  the  methods  applicable  to  pipes,  particularly 
pipe  drainage  and  insulating  joints,  are  often  valuable,  they  should 
in  general  be  used  as  auxiliary  measures  only,  the  chief  reliance  be- 
ing placed  on  reducing  potential  drops  in  the  railway  return  to  rea- 
sonally  low  values.  Where  return  feeders  are  necessary  for  ac- 
complishing this,  insulated  feeders  are  preferable,  because  more 
economical. 

In  the  last  chapter  there  is  presented  a  discussion  of  the  principles 
on  which  regulations  concerning  electrolysis  mitigation  should  be 
based,  and  the  responsibilities  of  owners  of  underground  utilities  as 
well  as  of  the  railway  companies  are  emphasized. 

Copies  of  this  publication,  Technologic  Paper  No.  52,  may  be 
obtained  without  charge  from  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington, 
D.  C. 
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POBTO  BICO  SEEKS  IHCBEASED  TBADE  WITH  rHITED  STATES. 

The  Bureau  has  received  a*  communication  from  the  officials  at 
Porto  Rico  announcing  that  the  Insular  Government  will  at  any 
time  gi^e  information,  gratis,  to  merchants  and  manufacturers  of 
the  United  States  who  wish  to  extend  their  trade  to  Porto  Rico. 
Communications  should  be  addressed  to  O.  F.  Correa,  Chief  of  In- 
sular Government  Bureau  of  Information,  San  Juan,  P.  R. 

Besides  inviting  attention  to  what  they  have  to  offer,  the  islanders 
have  also  started  to  boom  their  territory  by  means  of  publications. 
They  have  recently  issued  a  book  entitled  "  Porto  Rico,  the  Riviera 
of  the  West,"  and  a  pamphlet  on  Porto  Bican  coffee,  which  have 
been  received  by  some  trade  organizations  in  this  country. 

"While  these  efforts  are  being  made  to  extend  the  existing  commer- 
cial relations,  Porto  Rico  already  enjoys  a  considerable  volume  of 
trade  with  the  United  States.  For  the  year  ended  June  30, 1916,  the 
island  shipped  to  this  country  domestic  merchandise  valued  at 
$42,306,350.  It  received  in  return  from  the  United  States  domestic 
goods  worth  $30,149,764  and  foreign  goods  worth  $780,067. 


IMPOETS  AND  EXPORTS  OF  COFFER. 

The  imports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston,  New 
Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the  week 
ended  November  6,  1915,  were  as  follows:  Ore,  matte,  and  regulua 
(copper  contents),  969,248  pounds  valued  at  $96,111, of  which 712,080 
l>ounds  came  from  Peru,  99,218  pounds  from  France,  and  91,178 
pounds  from  Newfoimdland.  The  imports  of  ingots,  plates,  etc., 
totaled  953,.521  pounds  valued  at  $168,984,  of  which  602,621  pounds 
came  from  Japan  and  350,900  pounds  from  Canada. 

The  domestic  expoits  of  ingots,  bars,  etc.,  during  the  week  from 
the  customs  districts  named  amounted  to  5,820,478  pounds  valued  at 
$1,059,324,  of  which  2,241,175  pounds  went  to  Sweden,  1,662,869 
pounds  to  France,  706,337  pounds  to  Italy,  and  508,744  pounds  to 
England. 


NEW  SWEDISH  EXH.OSITE  TOR  SHELLS. 

[Amerlcao  Minister  Ira  N.  Morris,  Stockholm.  Oct  4.] 

For  many  years  a  superphosphate  company  here  has  been  experi- 
menting with  new  explosives,  and  now  seems  to  have  found  one  war- 
ranting extensive  manufacture.  It  is  very  powerful,  and  one  of  the 
principal  ingredients  is  perchloride  of  ammonia  prepared  in  some 
special  way.  **  Kausolit,"  as  it  is  called,  has  great  explosive  power 
and  seems  especially  adapted  for  shells. 

The  company  is  erecting  a  new  factory  at  TroUhattan,  and  it  is 
expected  to  be  finished  early  next  year.  Only  chlorate  will  be  manu- 
factured there.  It  is  estimated  that  the  yearly  production  will 
amount  to  about  1,300  tons.  At  the  old  factory,  at  Mansbo,  the 
annual  production  is  about  1,900  to  2,000  tons,  and  plans  are  being 
made  for  enlarging  this  factory. 
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VOTES  FEOM  THE  HETHEKLAlfDfl. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Enrln  W.  TtumpBom,  The  Hague,  Oct.  jB.1 

The  coal  Bupplv  of  Holland  is  still  &  serious  question.  Ordinarfly» 
Germany  and  England  together  supply  about  7,000,000  tons  few 
Dutch  consumption,  but  now  this  source  is  much  restricted.  Ger- 
many has  recently  passed  a  regulation  limiting  tiie  quantity  of  coal 
that  may  be  exported  to  Holland  to  SO  per  cent  of  normal,  and  Eng- 
lish exports  are  much  restricted.  If  reasonable  freights  could  be 
secured,  American  coal  could  be  sold  in  large  quantities  in  Holland. 
Cotton  crowing  ta  Dutch  Bast  Indies. 

Cotton  growing  in  the  Tropics  is  a  pw-ennial  sul^ect  for  promotion. 
The  latest  is  a  small  syndicate  in  the  Island  of  Flores,  Dutch  East 
Indies,  near  Java.  It  starts  with  a  Government  subsidy  of  $12,000. 
Cotton  has-  been  grown  in  the  East  Indies  for  many  years  witiiout 
making  any  impression  on  the  world's  markets  or  even  appearing  m 
the  ofiicial  oxport  statistics.  There  should  be  no  dimatic  difficulty 
in  growing  good  cotton  in  that  latitude,  which  is  between  9^  and  10° 
soutli — about  the  same  as  central  BraziL 
QoTernment  Fish  Kitchens. 

Consumpticm  of  fish  is  promoted  by  the  Dutch  GoT^wDCient  by 
maintaining  public  fish  kitdiens,  where  fried  fish  are  sold  at  v^y  low 
prices.  This  en«)urages  the  native  fishing  industries  at  times  when 
there  are  troubles  in  shipping.  It  also  provides  work  in  the  cooking 
and  selhng,  and  encourages  people  to  live  on  their  own  r^ources. 
Public  demonstrators  have  been  appointed  for  teaching  the  proper 
methods. e< -cooking  fis^j  and  this  subject  has  heai  made  a  ^ecialty 
in  schools  teaching  household  economy.  During  June  the  Oovent' 
ment  sale  of  cooked  fish  was  400,000  pounds  and  m  July  600,000. 

It  was  proposed  to  accumulate  cooked  fisdi  in  cold  storage  during 
the  week,  again^  the  extra(H'dinary  demand  on  Fridays,  but  so  far 
this  has  not  proved  successful. 

[Consul  Fraak  W.  Uabfn,  AMtcrdam,  Oct.  16.1 
Bubher  Frodactlon  In  Dutch  Indies. 

According  to  reports  published  in  tlie  Amsterdam  press,  the  rubber 
production  of  the  Amsterdam-Tapanoeli  Rubber-Culture  Co.  was 
50,156  pounds  during  the  first  nine  months  of  this  year,  against  23,686 

Sounds  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1914;  and  that  of  the  Bdgiaa- 
letherlands  Culture  Co.  was  407,950  pounds  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  this  year,  against  366,700  and  363,850  pounds  during  the 
whole  of  1914  and  1913,  respectively. 

Berriaff  Usherles  Protperons— Sireot  Cable  to  Valted  States. 

Official  reports  published  in  the  local  press  show  that  the  Datdt 
herring  fishery  is  very  prosperous  this  year.  During  the  first  nine 
months  the  catch  was  110.000,000  pounds,  ngainst  73,000,000  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  1914.  This  year  compares  favorably  with 
and  in  some  respects  excels  1913,  which  was  exceptionally  prosp«t>us. 

The  Amsterdam  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  discussing  the  laying  of 
a  direct  cable  from  the  Netherlands  to  the  United  Stf^  car  of  wire- 
less connection  between  the  two  countnes. 

Digitized  by  Google 


ObHMBBOB  BEFOBTS.  677 

Benevolent  Frojeots  tor  the  ITnemployed  in  Amsterdam. 

A  voluntary  committee  of  citizens  of  Amsterdam  has  undertaken 
to  supply  free  instruction  and  entertainment  for  unemployed  people 
in  this  city.  The  committee's  intent  is  to  ameliorate  the  distress  of 
the  unemployed  by  providing  them  with  the  free  loan  of  books  from 
libraries,  free  access  to  reading  rooms,  free  admission  to  lectures, 
museums,  concerts,  and  classes  for  certain  instruction;  and  free  use 
of  bowling  alleys,  ^mnasiums,  and  swimming  baths.  Also,  provi- 
sion  is  made  for  their  admission  to  moving- picture  entertainments  of 
approved  character.  The  city  treasury  contributes  20,500  florins 
($8,241)  toward  the  expenses  of  this  benevolent  work.  Any  further 
expenses  will  be  met  by  individual  contributions. 

HACHINE  TESTS  WEABINa  ftTIALITY  OF  CLOTH. 

[Consul  Aagnstus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford.  England,  Oct.  7.1 

A  machine- for  testing  the  wearing  quality  of  cloth  has  been  pro- 
duced in  Bradford.  It  may  be  found  of  interest  to  American  Arms 
which  manufacture,  sell,  or  use  textile  fabrics.  Relative  wearing 
qualities  of  different  pieces  of  cloth  may  be  determined  by  placing 
ttiem  in  the  machine  and  giving  them  a  uniform  number  of  rubs, 
perhaps  200  each.  This  makes  it  possible  to  compare  one  kind  of 
cloth  with  its  imitation,  or  to  compare  cloth  samples  of  the  same 
character  from  different  mills. 

A  piece  of  eloth  is  clamped  in  a  rigid  jaw,  and  passes  over  a  rub- 
bing surface  formed  by  dull  blades  set  in  a  cylinder.  This  cylinder 
makes  one  revolution  clockwise,  then  one  in  the  opposite  direction, 
and  this  is  recorded  by  a  counter  as  one  rub.  The  other  end  of  the 
cloth  is  clamped  to  a  roller,  on  whtah  is  placed -  the  auadraat,  from 
which  any  number  of  weights  can  be  suspended,  ana  thus  put  the 
cloth  in  tension.  The  machine  can  be  driven  by  an  electric  motor. 
When  the  cloth  is  worn  through  the  machine  automatically  stops. 

[I>eaflets  describing  this  mnchlne,  and  others  describing  a  hydraulic  cloth- 
strength  testing  machine  and  a  hydraulic  yarn-testing  machine,  may  be  ob- 
tained by  persons  interested  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.   Refer  to  file  Ko.  G8U59.] 


AUEBIGAN  GONSTTLAK  OFHGEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Kame. 

Post. 

Explm- 
tkHi  ot 
T«nue. 

Address. 

Doc.  31 

Depart  ment  or  Stat«,Wadiington,D.G. 
Do. 

Jlssoclation  of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of 

Now  York,  New  York  City. 
P03  (ioodrlch  A  venue,  St.  Paul,  Hlnn. 
Department  o[  State,  w  ash  Ingb  n,  D.C. 
Lewes,  Dol. 

Drorcta  ofl'co.  Bureau  ot  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

Itlnerar?  being  amngod. 

Peck,  wniys  R  

liwsemnltb,  Oeorgo  8  

rosarla,  ArcoTitina — 

TsinEtau.Cnlro  

Fort  Erie,  Cauade  

BuoDOfi  AiiOi,  .\rgeu- 
tina. 

...do  

Dm.  15 

...do..... 
Ian.  31 
Jan.  1 
Dec.  31 

Dec.  3 
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THE  BAin)  AS  AN  INDUSTBIAL  AST}  COKMEBGIAI,  GESTEM. 

[Cooral  Bdwla  N,  OauMSlai,  firlMiinntlMirt,  Union  of  SoDth  Atrie^  Sept.  20l] 

AUentitm  has  so  often  hwa  directed  to  the  paramount  importoaoe 

of  the  Witwatersrand  (the  district  covered  by  the  great  gola-miniM 
industry  and  popularly  termed  the  "  Rand ' )  as  an  mduEftrial  and 
commercial  center,  in  comparison  with  other  parts  of  South  Africa, 
that  American  manufacturers  and  those  of  other  exporting  coontries 
rightly  look  to  Johannesburg  as  the  great  oentral  market  for  the 
South  African  trade. 

This  favored  trade  condition  obtains  \argtly,  of  course,  becmose  of 
the  fact  that  the  Kand  possesses  the  world^  b^geet  gold  industry — 
60  miles  of  continuous  gold-bearing  reef,  studded  with  mines  in  active 
operation  day  and  night — on  which  depends  in  a  great  measure  the 
material  prosperity  of  the  entire  countir,  as  well  as  the  world's  sup- 
ply of  gold.  While  some  of  the  mineral  industries,  particularly  dia- 
mond mining,  in  which  the  Transvaal  also  figures  largely,  are  ad- 
versely affected  by  the  war,  the  gold-mining  industry  of  the  Trans* 
vaal  promises  to  produce  this  year  a  record  output  of  gold,  even 
surpassing  the  high-water  mark  reached  in  1912  of  $188,613,665.  For 
the  eig^t  months  of  1915  up  to  August  31  the  total  gold  output  of 
the  Transvaal  was  5,957,166  fine  ounces,  of  $123444,023  value,  being 
a  gain  of  425,916  ounces  over  the  fjorresponding  period  of  last  year. 
It  is  thus  estimated  that  the  gold  output  of  the  .Transvaal  for  the 
present  ^ear  will  approximate  40  per  cent  of  the  worid^s  yield  for 
this  ]>enod. 

FrocTcn  Is  JetentUle  XeOodi^oliaiiBeibnrr  the  Sub. 

The  steady  expansion  of  the  gold-mining  industry  of  the  Rand  is 
acoenmted  for  not  only  by  the  improved  efficiency  of  the  labor  supply 
and  the  scientific  methods  of  gold  extraction  employed,  but  by  the 
extension  of  milling  plants  and  the  advent  to  the  producing  stage  of 
several  new  mines,  as  the  result  of  recoit  develoi>ment.  It  is  but 
natural  that  the  existence  of  this  great  industrv,  with  its  20O,o6o  or 
more  employees,  and  with  the  steady  flow  of  gold  largely  distributed 
in  wages,  and  its  purchases  of  machineir  and  supplies,  miildings  and 
construction,  etc.,  should  have  had  a  far-reachmg  influence  on  the 
Eand  during  the  years  of  its  rapid  rise  and  expansion.  This  is  well 
exhibited  in  the  growth  of  the  city  of  Johannesburg,  which  is  not 
only  the  headquarters  and  vital  ccntei'  of  the  gold  indus^  but  lone 
since  became  the  largest  city  and  tlie  industrial  and  commercitu 
metropolis  of  South  Africa  as  it  is  also  one  of  the  most  important 
importing  centers  of  the  world. 

Not  only  is  Johannesburg  the  chief  trade  and  importing  city  of 
South  Africaj  as  well  as  one  of  the  world's  greatest  markets  for  cer- 
tain lines  of  imported  products,  but  in  point  of  wealth,  bank  clear- 
ings, and  commercial  transactions  generally  this  city  has  a  distinct 
lead  over  any  of  the  other  cities  of  this  country.  The  census  of  1911 
gave  Johannesburg  a  ponulation  of  253^74,  and  that  of  the  Rand 
approximately  500,000,  although  there  has  doubtless  been  a  consid- 
erable increase  during  the  intervening  period.  Tributary  to  Johan- 
nesburg and  the  Rand  is  the  populous  cit^  and  district  of  Pretoria,  the 
administrative  capital  of  the  Union,  which  lies  35  miles  distant  from 
Johannesburg,  while  scattered  throughout  the  Transvaal  Province 
and  Rhodesia  are  numerous  other  important  towns  and  trade  districts 
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for  which  the  city  of  Johannesburg  is  the  natural  distributor  of  im- 
ported products  and  from  which  commercial  center  supplies  are 
mostly  received.  All  of  this  territory,  as  well  as  the  Orange  Free 
State  Province  (of  which  Bloemfontein  is  the  chief  city  and  com- 
mercial center)  is  within  the  Johannesburg  consular  jurisdiction. 

SECOND  AininrAL  POiniBY  SHOW  IN  BBAZIL. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  Horean  Gotteclialk,  Bto  de  Janel»^  Oct  S.] 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Sociedade  Brazileira  de  AvicuJtura 
(Brazilian  Poultry  Association)  the  Second  Annual  Poultry  Show 
of  Brazil  was  held  at  the  Quinta  de  Boa  Vista  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Sep- 
tember 18  to  23, 1915. 

Some  40  exhibitors  took  part  in  the  exposition,  which  was  not 
crowned  with  quite  the  success  that  had  been  anticipated,  by  reason 
of  three  postponements,  the  selection  of  a  building  at  the  Quinta  de 
Boa  Vista,  a  park  some  three-quarters  of  an  hour's  ride  from  the  city, 
nnd  the  absence  of  adequate  preliminary  advertising. 

There  were  about  1,500  fowls  on  exhibition,  the  Orpingtons  form- 
ing the  largest  exhibit  of  a  single  breed.  Barred  and  White  Ply- 
mouth Rocks,  White  Leghorns,  Rhode  Island  Reds,  Black  Minorcas, 
Campines,  Gantams,  and  Pekin  ducks  were  all  well  represented,  but 
the  heavier  Asiatic  breeds,  such  as  Cochins,  Langshans,  and  Brahmas, 
which  are  generally  regarded  as  difficult  to  raise  in  this  tropical  cli- 
mate, were  little  in  evidence.  The  English  Orpingtons  are  preferred 
here  because  of  the  heavier  type  demanded  by  the  English  standard. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  American  types  of  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  White  Leghorns  have  met  with  favor  here,  and  the  Barred  Rocks 
on  exhibition  were  really  a  credit  to  the  A,merican  specialty  breeders 
from  whom  they  had  been  imported. 

The  birds  were  classified  by  breeds,  and  subclassified  as  cocks,  hens, 
pairs,  trios,  and  pens. 

It  is  rather  disappointing  that  American  manufacturers  of  poultry 
supplies  did  not  manifest  more  interest  over  the  report  transmitted 
by  this  office  prior  to  the  poultry  show  and  printed  in  Commerce 
Repohts  for  July  19, 1915,  in  which  the  consulate  ^neral  endeavored 
to  provide  every  facility  for  the  display  of  American  poultry  appli- 
ances and  products  through  Mr.  Curtis  F.  Huebener,  the  owner  of  the 
local  American  Poultry  Farm,  of  Rua  da  Padreira,  58,  Cascadura, 
Rio  de  Janeiro.  He  exihibited,  among  other  American  devices,  several 
Cyphere  incubators  and  brooders,  and  in  competition  with  several 
English  makes  was  awarded  the  first  prize  on  each  of  these  machines. 
In  all  he  was  awarded  81  prizes  on  his  birds  and  appliances,  making 
for  the  establishment — which  is  the  only  American  one  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro — a  grand  total  of  137  jsrizes  won  at  the  first  two  poultry 
shows  held  in  this  country. 

The  exposition  was  honored  by  visits  from  the  President  of  the 
Republic,  several  of  the  cabinet  ministers,  and  other  Federal  and 
municipal  officials,  the  general  tendency  amon^  Government  circles 
being  to  encourage  agriculture  as  much  as  possible. 

[A  list  of  the  more  prominent  exhlVItors,  with  their  aadreiwes,  transmitted  by 
the  consul  general  for  the  use  of  American  firms  and  breeders  who  may  be 
desirous  of  entering  Into  the  Soutli  American  export  trade  In  thoroufChbreil 
fowls  and  poQltry  appliances,  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  nir.l 
Domestic  Commerce  and  Its  brandies ;  call  for  file  6840o.] 
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f  ost^onement  of  Hew  Fetrolenm  CtMsifleation. 

The  enforcement  of  the  new  tariff  classification  and  regulations  for 
petroleum  and  petroleum  products  recently  promulgated  has  been 
postponed  until  January  1, 1916,  by  a  presiaential  decree  of  Septem- 
ber 28.  [A  detailed  account  of  the  rates  of  duty  applicable  to  various 
petroleum  products  was  published  in  Coumxbce  BxFotaa  for  Oct, 
15, 1915,  p.  218.] 

COLOHBIA. 

[Dlario  OflcUl,  AOS-  18,  1915.] 

Dmty  OS  Beimported  Aitielefl. 

It  appears  that  it  has  been  the  practice  in  Colombia,  at  least  ia 
certain  customhouses,  to  admit  free  of  duty  goods  imported  as  sub- 
stitutes for  those  previously  imported  and  returned  to  the  country 
of  origin  after  clearance  through  the  customs  and  the  payment  of 
duties.  An  order  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  of  August  5,  1915,  pro- 
hibits such  exemptions  and  provides  that  articles  reimported  into 
Colombia,  as  well  as  these  intended  to  replace  reexported  articles, 
^11  in  the  future  be  subject  to  the  usual  import  dutiea 

ICELAKD. 

[Coiuul  Ocnenf  B.  D.  WIdsIo^,  Copealiasen,  8«pt.  20,  1916.] 
Export  Duties. 

A  law  authorized  by  the  King  of  Denmark  under  date  of  Septem- 
ber 16,  1915,  provides  for  an  export  tax  on  shipments  from  loeland 
of  fish,  fish  oils,  butter,  wool,  salt  meats,  sheepskins,  sealsldus,  horses, 
and  sheep. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  law  is  the  provision  that  duty  is  to  be 
levied  on  the  difference  between  the  price  of  the  products  prevailing 
before  the  war  and  the  present  price,  the  amount  of  duty  being  fixM 
at  3  per  cent  of  such  excess  value. 

JAFAjr. 

[Constil  Oen«na  Geoxie  H.  Sddaiore,  r<Aoluuraa,  Oct.  8, 1915.] 

Proposed  SerlsloB  of  Casbmu  Tariff. 

Owing  to  the  effect  of  the  war  on  the  foreign  trade  of  Japan,  the 
Japanese  Finance  Department  has  been  engaged  for  nearly  a  year  in 
conducting  investigations,  witli  a  view  to  the  revision  of  the  customs 
tariff  and  tlie  extension  of  the  system  of  drawback  and  of  the  customs 
wardiouse  system.  The  new  drawback  reflations  are  to  be  put  into 
effect  in  the  near  future  by  imperial  ordmance,  while  the  tariff  r&- 
vision  measure,  which  is  to  include  the  clianges  in  the  customs  ware- 
house regulations,  is  to  be  taken  up  at  the  coming  session  of  the 
Japanese  Diet. 

It  is  stated  that  the  general  tendency  of  the  revision,  which  is  to 
affect  a  large  number  of  ancles,  will  be  tke  reduction  oc  abolititni 
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of  the  duties  on  oertain  raw  materials  used  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures, the  importation  of  which  has  recently  been  much  restricted, 
and  increased  duties  on  articles  such  as  drugs  and  medicines,  the 
domestic  production  of  which  has  been  stimulated  because  of  the  war. 
The  tariff  revision  is  expected  to  result  in  some  decrease  in  the  cus- 
toms receipts. 

SAXTADOS. 

[Chug<  d'AOalies  Heary  F.  Tauant,  Sua  Salvador,  Oct.  6,  181S.) 

Xedveed  Italy  on  Oottos  Bags. 

A  presidential  decree  of  October  2,  1915,  in  effect  October  4,  re- 
duces the  duty  on  cotton  bags  not  exceeding  108  centimeters  in  length 
and  70  centimeters  in  width  from  0.75  to  0.20  peso  per  kilo  (from 
$29.58  to  $9.88  per  100  pounds,  inclusive  of  surtaxes).  The  duty  on 
such  cotton  bags  under  the  new  customs  tariff  of  Salvador,  which  is 
to  go  into  effect  January  1,  1916,  is  reduced  fiom  $0.50  to  $0.18  per 
kilo  (from  $22.23  to  $8.18  per  100  pounds).  [Meter  (100  centi- 
meters), 39.37  inches.] 

mnTSD  KinaDOK. 

[Consul  C.  U.  Hitch,  Nottinsbam,  Sept  20,  191S.1 
Agltatioii  (or  Duty  on  Laces  and  EmlsroldeTiM. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  budget  law  in  Parliament,  providing 
for  the  levying  of  customs  duties  on  certain  additional  articles  im- 
ported into  the  United  Kingdom,  there  has  developed  a  strong  senti- 
ment in  Nottingham  in  favor  of  a  tariff  on  cotton  and  silk  laces  and 
embroideries.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  taken  the  matter  in 
hand,  and,  through  its  chairman,  has  made  strong  representations  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  two  main  arguments  relied  upon  by  the  advocates  of  a  tariff 
are:  (1)  That  laces  and  embroideries  are  luxuries  and  therefore 
^ould  be  heavily  taxed,  especially  at  this  time,  in  the. interest  of 
economy  and  to  discourage  as  far  as  possible  the  importation  of  for- 
eign goods;  (2)  that  the  lace  industry  of  Nottingham  has  been  seri- 
ously affected  by  the  war,  and  foreign  laces  should  therefore  be  taxed 
in  order  to  protect  home  industries. 

VRVOVAT. 

[DUrlo  Ofldal,  Aug.  11,  1915.] 

Beffnlatioii  of  Sale  of  Cattle  Sips. 

By  a  decree  of  August  7, 1915,  the  sale  in  Uruguay  of  all  substances 
for  the  destruction  of  cattle  vermin  is  prohibited  unless  the  prepara- 
tions have  been  approved  by  the  Executive  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  officials  of  the  animal  sanitation  service,  to  whom  samples  must 
be  submitted.  Application  for  authorization  of  sale  must  state  the 
qualitative  and  quantitative  composition  of  the  product  and  the  gen- 
eral conditions  of  its  use,  specifying  the  minimum  time  required  to 
effect  a  cure,  etc,  and  must  be  accompanied  by  a  deposit  of  250  pesos 
(peso,  $1.(^)  as  security  for  the  expenses  of  testing.  Containers 
of  approved  preparations  must  bear  a  yellow  label  on  which  is 
minted  in  black  tne  full  text  of  the  certificate  authorizing  their  sale. 
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AKEBICAH  EZFOBT  TRADE  WITH  TEE  DUTCH  COLOHIES. 

[Consal  Frank  W.  Mabln,  Amftterdam,  Netherlands,  Oct  IS.] 

Apparently  a  favorable  opportunity  exists  for  American  manufac- 
turers to  secure  a  large  share  of  the  import  trade  of  the  Dutch  East 
Indies,  comprising  the  populous  and  prosperous  islands  of  Java,  Su- 
matra, etc. 

The  foreign  trade  of  those  colonies  is  done  principally  through 
Amsterdam.  Many  agencies,  several  of  them  large  corporations,  in 
this  city  are  concerned  in  this  trade.  Some  are  engaged  exclusively 
in  exporting  goods  to  the  colonies.  According  to  statements  made 
to  this  consulate  by  various  agencies,  they  have  obtained  supplies 
hitherto  from  Germany  almost  entirely,  but  now  can  obtain  practi- 
cally nothinjE  from  that  country.  Consequently,  they  are  looking  to- 
ward the  United  States.  Many  of  their  wants  have  been  reports  by 
this  consulate  in  "  Trade  Opportunities,"  but  the  opportunity  before 
the  United  States  seems  important  enough  to  give  the  subject  the 
widest  possible  publicity.  Altogether,  these  agencies  deal  in  practi- 
cally every  manufactured  article.  One  corporation  described  its 
business  as  including  "  everything  from  needles  to  locomotives,"  and 
probably  a  thousand  different  articles. 

The  classes  of  goods  most  retiuired  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies  ore 
glassware,  earthenware,  porcelain,  iron  and  steel  products,  and  small 
wares  generally,  such  as  dolls,  toys,  and  all  sorts  of  trinkets  and 
showy  trifles,  for  which  the  demand  is  great  among  the  natives  and 
Chinese.  But  for  many  other  goods  a  large  market  exists  there. 

It  is  suggested  that  American  manufacturers  with  products  avail- 
able for  export  study  the  needs  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  and  also 
communicate  with  the  De]>artment  of  Commerce  and  with  the  Ameri- 
can consular  officers  in  Holland  and  in  the  islands  mentioned. 

It  is  not  essential  that  all  the  goods  exported  thither  should  come 
to  Holland.  Some  of  the  Amsterdam  agencies  have  offices  in  the  colo- 
nies, with  which  there  may  be  direct  dealings. 

Some  of  these  Amsterdam  agencies  act  merely  as  representatives 
of  manufacturers,  selling  on  commission;  others  buy  on  their  own 
account,  paying  cash  against  documents,  or  otherwise,  as  may  be 
arranged.  The  conditions  are  usually  stated  in  tiie  "TVade  Oppor- 
tunity "  reports  from  this  consulate. 


SOUTH  AFBICAH  TOUTHS  KAY  ENTEB  AHEBICAN  SCHOOIS. 

[Cossal  E.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  Ellsabetb,  BepL  29.] 

There  have  been  several  inquiries  at  the  Port  Elizabeth  consulate 
for  general  information  concerning  American  schools  and  colleges. 

A  specific  inquiry,  just  received,  relates  to  technical  schools  teachmg 
mechanical  engineering  and  colleges  conducting  a  high-grade  com- 
mercial course.  Mr.  Dirk  Pieter  Gnodde  has  two  sons  who  are  to  be 
educated  in  England  or  America.  Detailed  information  as  to  the  two 
courses  mentioned  may  be  sent  to  Mr.  Gnodde  in  the  care  of  this 
consulate  or  direct  to  post-office  box  406,  Port  Elizabeth,  South 
Africa. 

All  literature  descriptive  of  American  schools  and  collies  received 
at  this  office  will  be  filed  for  reference. 
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TSE  PAZVT  IBA9E  OT  AHBAIVStA. 

tCongnl  WUbOP  T.  Gracey,  ScTiUe,  Spain,  Oct  7.1 

A  Tooent  inquiry  into  tiie  Andalusian  paint  trade  undertaken 
the  Seville  consulate  brought  to  light  the  tact  that  while  the  trade  is 
principally  in  the  hands  of  British  exporters,  still  American  paints 
are  finding  a  market  and  the  sales  could  probably  be  enlarged. 

The  importations  consist  almost  wholly  of  colored  paints  in  tins 
of  125  fmd  250  grams  (4.4  and  S.8  ounces)  and  white  paint  in  tins  of 
1  kilo  (2.2046  pounds)  and  upward.  The  colors  most  called  for  are 
said  to  be  white,  sky-blue,  black,  Termilion,  dcher,  dear  gray,  greeo, 
and  Bengal  pink. 

Syedal  Call  f«t  froteetlTS  Oeati^r  for  Oami. 

Oil  paints,  varnish  paints,  and  «iamels  are  found  on  the  market, 
and  there  is  a  special  call  for  paints  suitable  for  coating  the  interior 
of  cans  used  in  packing  olive  oil  and  for  the  large  steel  and  iron  tacks 
in  which  such  oil  is  stored  before  shipment,  the  special  requirement 
being  that  the  paint  must  not  affect  the  flavor  or  odor  of  the  oil  and 
that  it  must  prevent  contact  with  the  tin  whereby  the  oil  would 
quickly  become  rancid. 

There  is  an  exceptionally  large  call  for  this  class  of  paint  here,  and 
a  suitable  protective  coating  of  this  nature  is  sure  to  command  a  large 
nile  if  it  can  be  delivered  at  prices  that  make  it  possible  to  compete 
witii  British  goods.  Enamel  painta  are  now  more  largely  used  for 
this  purpose  than  other  qualities,  but  owing  to  their  nigh  pric«  it 
would  seem  that  some  other  product  might  satisfactorily  be  intro- 
duced for  this  purpose.  The  color  would  not  be  important,  the  only 
requisite  being  a  nuid  that  will  l^p  tJie  oil  from  peco^oing  z:anc|4 
through  contact  with  the  metal  containers. 

As  the  exportation  of  olive  oil  is  one  of  the  most  important  Indus- 
trie of  this  district,  and  over  ZSflOO  short  tons  are  exported  annually, 
how  great  is  the  need  tcft  a  regular  supply  of  protective  paint  be- 
comee  apparent.  Paint  of  this  nature  is  receiyea  here  in  onalt  kegs 
or  barrels  and  comes  from  England  directs 

Color  Wasbei  Also  Maoh  Vsed. 

The  territory  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Seville  consulate  con- 
tains a  iwpulation  of  5,170,000  persons  and  covers  54,059  square  miles, 
and  according  to  the  latest  statistics  there  are  over  533,000  edi6ces  in 
the  48  cities  and  619  towns.  As  the  summers  are  hot  and  paint 
quickly  fades  and  scales,  it  can  be  easily  seen  that  a  considerable 
quantity  of  paint  is  required  for  houses. 

Buildings  in  the  Seville  district  are  built  of  brick  or  stone  covered 
with  plaster,  whidi  receives  an  annual  coating  of  colorwash,  so  that 
there  is  a  large  call  for  colors,  color  washes,  distempers,  etc.  Interior 
walla  are  similarly  color  washed,  but  with  a  cheaper  quality  of  im- 
was^able  distempers.  Black  paint  is  almost  universally  used  for  the 
many  iron  window  bars  and  the  iron  entrance  doors  that  are  found 
in  every  house,  althou^  occasionally  aluminum  paint  is  used  for  this 
purpose. 

Sales  Kefbods. 

British  firms  usually  have  their  agencies  established  in  Spain,  and 
tiieir  teaveling  men  <uill  from  time  to  time  showing  new  lines,  etc. 
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Commission  agents  who  wish  to  act  for  American  firms  suggest  that 
the  best  method  of  entering  the  trade  would  be  to  fl^ve  some  one  of 
them  the  exchisive  agency,  supply  him  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
small  sample  tins  for  distribution  to  the  trade,  so  that  dealers  may 
become  familiar  with  American  lines  (with  wMch  they  are  not  now 
well  acquainted),  and  allow  him  a  small  sum  for  advertising  purposes 
during  the  initial  stages. 

There  is  no  local  prejudi(»  against  American  ^>ods — in  fact,  the 
superiority  of  American  goods  seems  to  be  recognized;  but  the  local 
business  men  say  that  there  is  a  lack  of  confidence  in  American  firms 
due  to  their  insistence  iipon  cash  in  advance  or  against  documents. 
Such  terms,  according  to  their  minds,  indicate  that  the  American 
business  men  have  no  confidence  in  the  business  integrity  of  Spanish 
business  men ;  and  where  there  is  no  mutual  trust,  esp^ially  with  the 
Spanish  people,  there  is  little  inclination  to  trade. 

This  point  of  "lack  of  confidence"  is  so  continually  met  with 
that  one  becomes  convinced  it  is  one  of  the  reasons  which  prejudice 
Spaniards  against  the  American  exporter,  which  make  them  pur- 
chase from  America  only  when  compelled  by  circumstances  to  do  so, 
and  which  cause  them  to  revert  to  exporters  of  other  lands  as  soon 
as  corresponding  prices  can  be  obtained. 

local  Stooks— Catalognei  in  Spaalili. 

Stocks  of  paints  are  usually  carried  by  local  dealers,  and  it  is 
probable  that  any  American  exporter  really  dedring  to  exploit  this 
market  would  be  obliged  to  arrange  to  carry  a  stocK  on  hand  here. 
Several  Seville  firms  <^ire  to  act  as  agents  and  state  that  they  are  in 
position  to  handle  the  exclusive  sale  of  paints  throughout  Spain,  as 
they  have  agents  in  other  parts  of  the  Kmgdom. 

Catalogues  should  be  in  the  Spanish  language  and  should  be  ac- 
companied by  full  color  charts.  Prices,  terms,  discounts,  etc.,  should 
be  clearly  stated  without  such  involved  quotations  as  50,  20,  10,  10 
and  5  per  cent,  which  are  not  understood  by  the  forei^  purchasers; 
and  the  trade  sAiould  be  stimulated  by  advertising  m  focal  news- 
papers, weekly  and  monthly  magazmes,  and  on  bfllboards,  theater 
curtains,  motion-picture  screens,  etc. 

QvotiBff  Prices. 

Quotations  should  in  all  cases  be  either  c.  i.  f .  Seville  or  f .  o.  b.  Amm- 
can  port,  the  former  being  preferable,  but,  owing  to  present  fluctu- 
ating freight  rates,  very  difficult  to  give.  Payments  will  usually  be 
made  in  ^af ts  on  London  or  Paris  banks.  British  firms  are  in  the 
habit  of  giving  four  to  six  months'  credit  on  this  class  of  goods,  and 
it  is  probable  that  American  firms  will  have  to  grant  the  same  terms 
if  they  desire  to  secure  business,  especially  in  the  introductory  stages. 

Prices  may  be  quoted  in  gold  pesetas  (with  a  fixed  value  of  19.3 
cents  to  the  peseta)  or  in  pounds  sterling.  The  qjuotation  of  prices 
in  doUars  is  not  as  suitable  for  this  market  as  either  of  the  other 
currencies  mentioned,  as  it  becomes  necessary  to  convert  such  dollar 
prices  into  pesetas  or  sterling  before  a  comparison  can  be  made  with 
the  prices  quoted  by  British  firms;  and  as  a  general  rule  firms  here 
will  not  take  the  trouble  to  convert  prices  accurately  and  us©  a  nomi- 
nal rate,  which  gives  only  approximate  values. 

Ordinarily,  packing  charges  are  not  included  in  the  cost  of  the 
goods;  that  is,  the  tins  or  barrels  in  which  paint  is  packed  at©  imaJHy 
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supplied  free,  bnt  outer  packings  are  additional.  As  a  general  rule, 
American  prices  are  higher  than  for  British  Unes^  and  as  the  freight 
rates  are  20  to  SO  per  cent  higher  than  from  British  ports,  the  trade 
has  been  somewhat  restricted. 

Aaeriemm  TaoklBg  ii  Satlsfaetur. 

The  attractiveness  and  convenience  of  the  tin  has  mudi  to  do  with 
the  sale  of  paints  on  the  Spanish  market  The  British  use  a  patent 
tin  that  can  be  easily  opened  by  prying  ofiF  the  lid.  This  is  hermeti- 
cally sealed  when  the  goods  are  packed,  and  the  lid  can  be  replaced 
wh«i  the  paint  is  partially  used  and  the  remainder  thereby  kept 
fresh.  A  small  square  or  diamond  on  the  label  shows  the  color  of  th© 
contents  of  the  tin,  and  as  a  general  rule  the  entire  top  of  the  can  is 
painted  with  the  same  color.  The  125  and  250  gram  tins  are  usually 
packed  two  dozen  to  the  case. 

The  complaint  of  "  poor  packing  "  by  Americans,  which  has  been 
so  much  a  subject  of  report  from  abroad,  does  not  seem  to  be  omsid- 
ered  here.  During  the  two  years  the  writer  has  been  staticmed  in 
Seville  no  complaints  of  poor  packing  have  arisen,  and  it  is  probably 
true  that  most  of  the  &pms  now  doing  an  export  business  in  th© 
United  States  have  learned  that  care^  packmg  is  necessary  for 
over-sea  cargoes.  Such  shipments  as  have  come  directly  under  th© 
writer's  notice  have  be^  exceptionally  well  packed.  The  quality  of 
wood  used  in  American  packiikg  cases  appears  to  be  better  than  that 
usually  employed  by  exporters  m  other  countries.  Oases  are  usually 
carefully  trapped  when  necessanr,  and  the  used  cases  frequently 
command  a  better  price  when  sold  ktcally  than- those 'ffom..  other 
places,  and  the  wood  is  sought  after  by  local  carpenters  tor  various 
purposes.  

[The  addresses  of  four  paint  dealers. in  Seville,  and,  i»  'addition,  a-ltst  of  tbe 
firms  mentioaed  in  the  foregoing  report  as  having  inquired  for  paints  at  tbe 
Seville  consulate,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Kefer  to  file  No.  68478.] 

EXPOSITION  OF  JAPANESE  PBOSUCTS  IH  CHILE. 

[Ambassador  Henry  P.  Fletdier,  S&Btlago,  Oct.  1.] 

An  exposition  of  Japanese  products  was  opened  in  Santiago  on 
Septonber  3,  to  continue  until  the  end  of  October.  The  exposition 
was  organized  by  Japanese  business  men,  under  the  leadership  of  th© 
president  of  the  Tokyo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  with  a  view  to  taking 
advantage  of  present  conditions  to  introduce  Japanese  goods  into 
ChUe.  Another  object  of  the  exposition  is  to  discover  the  particular 
products  that  can  most  advantageously  be  shipped  to  this  countnr 
on  the  return  trip  of  the  steamers  which  carry  nitrate  to  Japan,  li 
such  products  can  find  a  market  here,  an  increased  shipment  oi  nitrat© 
will  be  possible.  Thus  far  the  sale  of  utilitarian  articles,  such  as 
cott(ms  and  silks,  has  been  very  successful 

The  exposition  is  being  held  in  buildings  loaned  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  formal  opening  was  attended  oy  the  President  of  Cliilo, 
the  cabinet,  and  most  of  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps.  All 
the  exhibits  are  offered  for  sale,  and  those  articles  that  are  not  sold 
and  do  not  remain  in  the  country  will  not  have  to  pay  any  customs 
duty.  Those  articles  sold,  however,  will  have  to  pay  full  duty. 

[Earlier  r^ereiice  to  this  eqwstttOD  was  made  in  Goukibcb  Beposts  Sok 
Aug.  18  and  28,  ISIS.] 
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PBIGES  ?AIB  FOB  ASIXAJB  AT  SETHLE  G&TILE  FAXB. 

[ConSTil  WUbtir  T.  Gracer,  Seville,  Bpalu,  Oct.  2.] 

One  of  the  great  events  of  the  autumn  in  Andalusia  is  the  cattle 
fair  at  Seville,  held  annually.  Statistics  given  by  the  Revista  Co- 
mercial,  journal  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Seville,  show  that 
105,632  animals  in  all  were  brought  to  this  year's  fair — 5,781  horses, 
4,664  donkeys,  4,449  mules,  8,448  cows,  2*2,683  sheep,  9,504  goats,  and 
60,103  pigs. 

No  figures  are  available  for  the  number  of  sales  that  took  place,  but 
some  information  is  given  regarding  the  various  classes.  Only  a  few 
horses  were  sold,  principally  for  riding  purposes.  Donkeys  were  sold 
at  30  to  35  Spanish  dollars  each  (a  Spanish  dollar  is  now  worth  94 
cents  United  States  currency).  Mules  of  the  finest  strain  were  sold 
at  190  to  210  Spanish  dollars;  lower  grade  animals  at  100  Spanish 
dollars.  Young  mules  were  sold  at  140  Spanish  dollars. 

Cows  were  sold  at  $81  to  $90,  Spanish  currency;  oxen,  from  $90 
to  $115 ;  heifers,  1  year  old,  $87.  Sheep  changed  hands  at  $4.70  to  $5, 
but  were  scarce,  as  farmers  prefer  to  sell  these  animals  on  the  farms. 
Milk  goats,  of  which  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  good 
quality,  were  sold  at  $15  to  $17  each.  Goats  for  killing  purposes 
brought  $4  to  $4.50,  and  male  goats  changed  hands  at  $8  to  $9. 

Pigs,  which  are  raised  in  great  numbers  in  Andalusia,  were  ex- 
hibited in  immense  droves,  and  formed  the  real  basis  of  the  fair. 
The  largest  animals  which  arrived  on  the  first  day  were  sold  at  ^6 
each.  The  price  came  down  somewhat  before  the  last  day,  and 
animals  were  sold  at  $20  to  $24.  For  medium-sized  pigs,  prices  of 
$9  to  $13  were  paid,  according  to  month  in  which  bom.  The  average 
price  for  .pigs  per  arroba  (2o'.34  pounds)  during  the  fair  was  from 
$3.75  to  $3.80. 

[A  review  of  the  swine  industry  of  Andalusia  appeared  In  Comuebce  Refqbts 
for  June  26.  1915,  and  a  report  on  autumn  prices  was  published  In  tbe  Issue  of 

Oct  23.] 

NOTTINaHAU  MAKES  BIS  FOE  NEW  INSTTSTEIES. 

[Consol  C.  M.  Hitch,  Nottingham,  England.  Oct.  7.] 

The  recommendation  of  the  industrial  development  committee  of 
the  Nottingham  city  council,  that  a  new  department,  to  be  known 
as  the  department  of  industries,  be  created,  has  been  unanimously 
approved  by  the  council,  and  an  annual  appropriation  of  $2,500  made 
for  the  new  department.  It  is  proposed  that  an  organized  effort  be 
made  to  secure  new  industries.  With  that  object  in  view,  it  was 
suggested  that  information  be  collected  as  to  new  industries  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  so  that,  as  occasion  arose,  the  advantages  of 
Nottingham  as  a  manufacturing  center  might  be  placed  in  a  favorable 
light  before  the  persons  interested. 

Tlie  industrial  committee  was  empowered  to  appoint  an  experienced 
official  for  a  period  of  two  years,  at  a  salary  of  $1,250  per  annum,  who 
should  devote  his  entire  time  and  energies  to  securing  new  industries. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  city  owned  considerable  vacant  prop- 
erty, and  that  this  property  should  be  offered  at  a  low  price,  or  at  a 
very  reasonable  rental,  for  new  enterprises.  It  was  generally  be- 
lieved that  there  would  be  a  great  industrial  awakening  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  and  that  Nottingham  should  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
every  opportunity. 

Digitized  by  Google 


OOmCBICB  KEFOBTa*  687 
AKKBICAV  PAIBT  mULAK  DT  CnnU. 

[CoBSSl  p.  IfsnrtU  CMBtl^  tattlw^  OeL  33;] 

American  paints  and  varnishes  are  very  popular  in  Santiago  dtt 
Cuba,  both  on  account  of  the  excellent  quality  which  is  usually  ex- 
ported and  the  low  freight  rates  and  preferential  duties. 

Imports  of  paints  from  the  United  States  into  the  whole  of  Cuba 
amounted  in  1913  to  5,734,922  pounds,  valued  at  $473,327,  out  of  a 
totol  importation  of  10,206,989  pounds,  valued  at  $769^78.  In  1914 
the  imports  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  5,017423  pounds, 
valued  at  $418,952,  out  of  a  total  importation  of  8,998,102  pounds, 
valued  at  $661,213. 

Imports  of  varnishes  from  the  United  Stales  amounted  in  1913  to 
82,474  gallons,  valued  at  $70,742,  out  of  a  total  importation  of  96,493 

fttUons,  valued  at  $86,356.    In  1914  the  imports  from  the  United 
tates  amounted  to  64,080  gallons,  valued  at  $56,622,  out  <^  a  total 
importation  of  72,757  gallons,  valued  at  $06,288, 

With  the  excellent  local  financial  conditions  and  the  new  improve- 
ments under  way  on  sugar  plantations  and  elsewhere  an  opportunity 
is  presented  at  present  for  the  extension  of  American  trade  in  this 
line.  Some  American  houses  have  resident  agents  in  Havana,  which 
facilitates  the  filling  of  orders  received  from  mterior  points. 

[Tbe  names  of  the  leadins  dealers  In  paints  and  varnishes  tn  Santiago  de 
Cuiba  will  be  found  tn  the  new  Trade  Directory  of  Central  America  and  the 
West  Indies,  tea  sale  at  60  c«its  per  copy  by  the  SnperiDtendent  of  Docoments, 
WafOklngtoii,  D.  C,  and  bj  tbe  Ivanc^  ofBces  ot  tbe  Bnreaa  of  Fm^ga  and 
Domestic  Commerce.] 


.  "ABAGAZI"  AS  AN  ABTICIE  QF  EXFOKT.FBOM  BBAZH..  . 

[Consul  A.  T.  Haeberle,  FenwmlHMe,  BrasU,  Oct  4.1 

This  district  produces  a  pineapple  known  as  the  Ahacaxi,  in  dis- 
tinction from  the  usual  Ananas,  a  name  here  given  to  the  ordinary 
pineapples,  which  is  smaller.  It  is  believed  that  if  there  were  steam- 
ers making  the  trip  from  this  port  to  the  United  States  in  from  14 
to  16  days,  considerable  trade  could  be  developed  in  the  exportation 
of  abacaxis  during  the  season — October,  November,  and  December. 

This  consulate  has  made  an  investigation  as  to  the  cost  of  market- 
ing abacaxL  It  estimates  that  the  cost  of  the  fruit  per  barrel,  cost 
of  barrel,  and  cartage  would  make  the  total  cost,  placed  on  board 
here,  about  $1.  The  insurance  per  barrel  would  be  $0.20;  freight 
rate  per  barrel,  $0.90 ;  other  expenses,  $0.40 ;  making  total  cost  per  bar- 
rel to  place  on  the  market  in  New  York,  ^.50.  This  would  be  atoufc 
12  cents  per  pineapple  or,  including  loss  on  the  voyage,  about  15 
cents. 

It  is  believed  that  these  pineapples — ^many  weigh  2  kilos  (4|  pounds) 
and  are  exceedingly  luscious — should  sell  for  30  cents  wholesale. 

On  account  of  the  low  rate  of  exchange,  this  business  ts  especially 
favorable.  Abacaxis  are  now  shipped  to  Buenos  Aire^,  where  the 
Pemambuco  variety  has  a  very  good  reputation,  seilinji  for  very 
hi^  prices.   They  are  shipped  there  in  perforated  flour  barrels. 


Mining  of  chrome  iron  ore  is  active  at  Black  Lake,  Quebec  Froy- 
ince,  Canada. 
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EOBEiaN  TBABK  OFPOATUJIiTlES. 

[Wbere  addresMi  are  omitted  Qier  may  Iw  obtained  from  tbe  Bwcmw  or  Its  knuiA 

Bptnning  machinery  and  looms,  No.  10265. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Spain  reports  that  a  firm  manufacturing  cotton  fabrics  wishes  to  Import 
cotton-spinning  and  weaving  machinery.  It  Is  stated  that  large  orders  are 
contemplated. 

Hoaiery  and  fitted  wear,  No.  19266. — ^A.  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  busi- 
ness man  In  Switzerland  desirra  to  correspond  with  exporters  of  hosiery 
and  knitted  wear  for  men  and  women. 

Drugs,  medicines,  etc..  No.  10267. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  communlcatkm 
stating  that  a  man  in  Colombia  desires  names  and  addrenies  of  manufac- 
turers of  drugs,  imtent  medicines,  bottles,  and  labels  for  druggists.  Corre- 
spondence in  Spanish  is  preferable. 

Hosiery  and  undertaear,  etc.,  No.  19268. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  re- 
ports that  a  representative  of  an  Australian  firm  Is  in  this  country  with  a 
view  to  establishing  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  hosiery, 
underwear,  ribbons,  buttons,  and  shoes  for  women  and  children. 

'Acetic  acid,  cornstarch,  etc.,  No.  19268. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  in  Switzerland  states  that  there  is  a  demand  for  acetic  acid  80  per 
cent,  aluminum  sulphate,  and  cornstarch.  Quotations  are  desired  c  L  t, 
port  of  destination.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Clinical  thermometers.  No.  19270. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  re- 
ports that  a  merchant  desires  to  import  large  quantities  of  clinical  ther- 
mometers.  References  given.   Correspondence  In  Spanish  desired. 

Printing  machinery,  fumtture^  etc..  No.  10271. — ^A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a 
business  man  In  India  states  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  exporters 
of  printing  machinery,  furniture,  paints  and  varnishes,  art  enameling,  agri- 
cultural Implements,  seeds,  and  flrst-clasa  books  fur  te<dinlcal  and  trade 
schools.  He  also  desires  trade  Journals  devoted  to  these  lines. 

Slide  rules.  No.  10272. — The  Bureou  Is  In  refcelpt  of  a  letter  from  a  company  In 
the  United  Kingdom  requefitlng  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of 
engineers'  slide  rules.   Considerable  quantities  are  wanted. 

Rice  and  flour  mUls,  etc..  No.  10273.— The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  fnun 
a  commission  merchant  In  L'orto  Klco  stating  that  he  desires  names  of 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  rice,  Hour  mill,  and  packing  house  products, 
with  a  view  to  becoming  a  representative. 

Furniture,  No.  19274. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  a  business  man  In  Colombia 
desires  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  on  cane  chairs  and  low- 
priced  furniture. 

Bpool  cotton,  hosiery,  etc..  No.  10275. — A  commercial  agent  of  tbe  Bureau  writes 
that  a  representative  of  a  firm  In  the  Netherlands  is  in  this  country  to 
e-stablish  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  spool  cotton,  serges 
for  men  and  women,  linings,  hosiery,  silk  goods,  buttons,  woolen  underwear, 
and  dress  shields. 

Insurance.  No.  10276. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Dominican  R^nbllc 
reports  that  a  man  desires  to  correspond  with  fire,  accident,  and  life  insur- 
ance companies  which  would  care  to  do  business  in  that  country.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  In  English. 

out  silver  thread.  No.  19277. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  states 
that  a  company  in  India  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufticturers 
of  gilt  silver  thread.  A  sample  of  the  thread  desired  may  be  examined  at 
the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  08516.) 

Nursery  stock,  No.  10278. — A  report  from  on  American  consular  officer  In  a 
Portuguese  possession  states  that  a  mnn  desires  catalogues,  prices,  freight 
charges,  and  full  Information  concerning  nursery  stock,  such  as  orange, 
plum,  pear,  and  apple  trees  and  berry  stock,  es|)eclally  gooseberry. 

Stationery  articles.  No.  19279. — A  firm  In  Italy  Informs  an  American  consular 
olllcor  that  It  desires  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  paper,  pens,  pen- 
holders, pencils,  erasers,  cutlery,  typewriter  ribbons,  stamp  pads,  and 
other  stationery  articles.  Samples  are  requested  wherever  possible.  Gor- 
respondeuce  may  be  la  English. 

wASHixoTON :  Qovs&RiuHT  niMTimi  toncM :  ini 
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EXFOBT  DITTT  ON  HZKEBAIS  AITD  FETBOLETJU  IN  FEBV. 

[TeleKnim  from  Cooaol  QcDeral  William  W.  Handle;,  CaUao-Llma,  received  Nov.  16, 1916.] 

A  law  levying  an  export  duty  on  gold,  silver,  lead,  copper,  and 
other  metals,  and  on  borax  and  petroleum  was  enacted  November  14. 
[It  is  supposed  that  this  measure  is  the  one  which  has  been  under 
discussion  for  some  time  and  which  was  referred  to  in  Cohkercb 
Eeports  for  Oct.  23,  1915  (p.  342).  Upon  receipt  of  a  detailed  re- 
port by  mail,  a  further  article  will  appear  in  Commerce  EEPOR'ra,] 

FBENCH  ElOASGO  BECBEES  AND  SUSPENSION  07  DUTIES. 

[Telegram  from  Convul  General  A.  U.  Thackara,  Paris,  NOT.  13,  1010.] 

A  decree  of  November  9  suspends  import  duties  on  e^gs,  poultry, 
and  fr^  or  salt  butter.  A  decree  of  November  6  prohibits  the  ex- 
portation from  French  colonies  and  protectorates,  except  Tunis  and 
Morocco,  of  stone  fruits,  bones,  carbonate  of  soda,  acetate,  and  pyro- 
lignite  of  lime.  A  decree  of  November  11  prohibits  the  exportation 
from  France  of  the  following  articles :  Pepper,  ground  emery,  nat- 
ural corundum  in  grains  or  powder,  artificial  corundum  (alundum), 
carborundum,  and  manufactures  of  these  substances,  such  as  whet- 
stones, emery  wheels,  paper,  cloth,  or  other  arti.cles.  These  pro- 
hibitions are  subject  to  the  usual  exceptitms. 

[Tlie  duties  suspeaded  by  the  decree  of  November  9  are  the  following,  stated 
In  francs  per  hundred  kilos  and  applicable  to  Imports  from  the  United  States : 
Eggs  of  poultry  or  game,  10.00;  poultry,  30.00;  batter,  fresh  or  salted,  3a00.] 

HO  SUSPENSION  OP  CANADIAN  COASTDfO  LAWS. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Starrett,  F«rt  William,  Ontario,  Sept.  20.] 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  the  Winnipeg  agent  of  an  American 
ship  firm,  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce  at  Ottawa  denies  the 
accuracy  of  the  statement,  recently  made  in  the  local  press,  that  the 
Dominion  Government  had  decided  to  permit  American  vessels  to 
trade  between  Canadian  Lake  ports,  [see  Commerce  Reports  for 
Sept.  23,  p.  1411.]  He  adds: ^Unless  pressing  necessity  later  on 
favors  suspension,  there  is  no  likelihood  of  any  change  in  existing 
laws." 
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FABCEIrPOST  AREAHOEKEITC  WITH  ASOEHTEGTA. 

[Announcement  of  United  States  Post  Office  Department.] 

A  parcel-post  convention  having  been  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  Argentina,  to  take  effect  October  15,  1915, 
parcel-post  packages  for  Argentina  will  be  admitted  on  and  after 
that  date  to  the  mails  for  said  comitry  made  up  in  and  dispatched 
from  this  country. 

Parcel-post  packages  exchanged  between  the  United  States  and 
Argentina  must  not  weigh  more  than  11  pounds  (or  5  kilos)  nor 
measure  more  than  3|  feet  in  length  and  6  feet  in  length  and  girth 
combined. 

Postage  must  be  paid  in  full  at  the  following  rates,  viz: 

In  the  United  States  on  parcels  for  Argentma,  12  cents  for  each 
pound  or  fraction  of  a  pound,  and  in  Argentina  on  parcels  for  the 
United  States,  30  centavos  per  kilo  or  fraction  of  a  kilo. 

Piircel-post  packages  for  Argentina  can  not  be  registered. 

The  parcel-post  regulations  on  pages  113  to  117  of  the  Postal  Guide 
for  July,  li)15,  apply  to  paicel-post  packages  for  or  from  Argentina. 

Parcel-post  mails  for  Argentma  will  be  made  up  at  the  post  office 
at  New  York.  Postmasters  will  cause  due  notice  of  the  foregoing 
to  be  taken  at  their  offices  and  the  widest  possible  publidty  given 
thereto. 

KOTIES  irSED  TO  ADVERTISE  BOUVIA'S  mVUSTRIES. 

The  Eepublic  of  Bolivia,  in  South  America,  is  the  first  foreign 
country  to  make  use  of  the  movies  in  advertising  its  industries  among 
the  business  men  of  the  United  States.  Four  reels  of  films  have  been 
prepared,  based  upon  subjects  that  are  intended  to  give  some  idea  of 
the  wealth,  resources,  and  business  activities  and  customs  of  that 
nation,  and  these  have  already  been  shown  to  several  organizations  of 
American  business  men,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Bolivian  minister 
at  Washington. 

The  Chicago  branch  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  has  had  several  o]>portunities  to  present  these  views  before 
important  clubs  and  associations,  and  a  notable  degree  of  interest  was 
aroused.  This  is  the  first  time  that  any  considerable  number  of 
American  business  men  have  been  able  to  observe  the  actual  daily  con- 
ditions under  which  the  activities  of  one  of  the  South  American 
nations  take  place. 

The  film  and  the  lantern  slide  are  both  being  used  by  the  Bureau 
to  bring  the  various  sections  of  this  country  into  touch  with  the  for- 
eign-trade work,  for  the  views  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Bureau 
itself  have  been  cordially  received  when  exhibited  by  the  various 
branch  offices  throughout  the  United  States. 


Recent  sales  of  American  goods  at  Amoy,  China,  accomplished 
through  Foreign  Trade  Opportunities  by  Consul  Lester  Maynard, 
included  hospital  supplies  as  follows:  One  30~borsepower  boiler, 
5-hor8epower  engine,  washing  machine,  2  steam- jacketea  rice  cookers, 
steam  pump,  steam  hot-water  heater,  kitchen  range,  and  sundry 
hardware.  A  sterilizer,  surgical  instruments,  etc.,  to  the  value  of 
$1,000  were  purchased  for  an  operatii^  room. 


American  Hospital  Supplies  for  China. 
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UEXICAN  on.  D£V£IOFS[£KTS. 

[TIce  Consul  Thomaa  H.  Bevan,  Tampico,  Nov.  4.] 

During  October  a  well  of  approximately  10,000  barrels  was  brought 
in  by  the  Compania  Petrolera  Hispana-Mexicana,  S.  A.  It  is  in  the 
Panuco  district,  adjoining  the  Harmon  and  Dutch  Shell  gushers.  A 
small  flow  of  oil  was  stiuck  at  2,070  feet  and  the  main  l>ulk  5  feet 
deeper. 

Heed  of  Dredging  Bar. 

A  month  has  passed  since  the  conference  between  the  representa- 
tives of  the  oil  companies  and  the  Mexican  Government  officials  in 
which  it  was  decided  to  have  the  Mexican  dredge  Tampico  proceed 
to  Tampico  immediately,  and  nothing  has  yet  been  accomplished  to- 
ward dredging  the  bar.  The  dredge  is  at  Frontera  undergoing  re- 
pail's  and  is  expected  to  arrive  in  Tampico  soon.  The  channel  in  the 
river  has  reduced  the  bar  to  about  20  feet,  and  the  pilots  are  taldng 
out  steamers  drawing  as  much  as  19^  feet,  or  2^  feet  more  than  they 
would  allow  a  month  ago. 

Crude-OU  Sblpments  to  the  United  States. 

Crude  oil  shipments  to  the  United  States  for  October  amounted 
to  986,616  barrels  as  compared  with  886,245  during  October  last 

year,  and  1,032,704  during  October,  1913.  Shipments  in  barrels 
were  as  follows:  109,693  to  Port  Artliur,  105,820  to  Philadelphia, 
87,731  to  Tampa,  85,039  to  Galveston,  78.000  to  Baltimore,  78,000 
to  Sabine,  Tex.,  68,672  to  New  Orleiins,  63,064  to  Lynchburg,  Tex., 
62,000  to  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  58,000  to  Port  Aransas,  Tex.,  41,000 
to  New  York,  40,000  to  Poi-tland,  Me.,  38,428  to  Norfolk,  20,000 
to  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  20,000  to  Key  West,  16,169  to  Freeport,  Tex., 
and  15,000  to  Baton  Rouge,  La.  There  was  also  a  shipment  ox 
SOjOOO  barrels  to  Montevideo,  Uruguay. 

The  Penn-Mex  Fuel  Co.  and  the  Compania  Mexicana  de  Petroleo 
El  Aguila,  S.  A.,  shipped  681,968  barrels  to  United  States  ports 
from  Tuxpam,  Mexico.  The  Penn-Mex  Fuel  Co.  shipped  251,948 
barrels  to  New  York;  64,017  to  Baton  Rouge,  La. ;  62,385  to  Sabine, 
Tex.;  and  22,860  to  Campana,  Argentina.  Shipments  of  Cia.  Mexi- 
cana de  Petroleo  El  Aguila  were  as  follows:  115,238  barrels  to  Phila- 
delphia, 62,396  to  Galveston,  28,294  to  Jacksonville,  24,829  to  New 
York,  22,000  to  Port  Tampa,  20,000  to  Sabine,  and  7,000  to  War- 
ners, N.  J. 

In  addition  a  number  of  shipments  were  made  to  Europe  and  to 
the  company's  refinery  at  Minatitlan,  Mexico. 


BUSSIAN  FTTB  DEAT.EKS. 

Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  at  Petrograd,  has  trans- 
mitted a  list  of  Russian  fur  dealers  who  attend  each  year  the  great 
fair  at  Nizhni  Novgorod.  The  list  shows  their  address^  at  the  fair, 
which  ordinarily  lasts  from  about  July  25  to  September  22,  and  also 
their  addresses  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  Nizhni  Nov- 
gorod addresses  are  usually  the  same  from  year  to  year.  The  list 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  792. 
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SFAinSH  BAI8IH,  WINE,  AJTS  OUVE  OH  YIELD. 

[Consul  Clftude  I.  DavBon,  TaJencla,  Spata,  Oct.  28.] 

The  July  forecast  of  the  Denia  raisin  and  Valencia  wine  crops  of 
this  district  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  9,  1915)  is  generally 
confirmed  by  official  statistics  announced  in  the  government  Buletm, 
de  Agricultura  Tecnica  y  Economica  for  September,  1915. 

As  regards  raisins,  and  the  size  of  the  crop,  the  situation  is  con- 
siderably worse  than  at  first  anticipated,  it  being  pretty  well  estab- 
lished that  it  will  scarcely  exceed  10,000  metric  tons  (2,204.6  pounds 
to  the  ton).  Thus  it  will  be  20  per  cent  smaller  than  the  low-level 
crop  of  1912  (12,500  tons). 

High  Frioes. 

However,  what  the  crop  lacks  in  size  will  be  more  than  compen- 
sated by  the  money  return  to  producers,  judging  by  the  market  situa- 
tion thus  far.  The  gross  value  is  likely  to  exceed  that  of  a  crop 
double  in  quantity  marketed  at  the  average  prices  of  the  past  three 
or  four  vears  unless  a  sudden  pronounced  slump  occurs  m  the  de- 
mand. The  prices  at  which  raisins  have  been  sold  up  to  this  time 
are  fantastic.  From  the  season's  opening  they  have  been  exception- 
ally good.  Starting  September  with  extremes  of  $0.75  and  $9.65  per 
hundredweight  (110  pounds)  for  the  various  grades,  they  finally 
reached  $8.68  and  $13.50,  respectively;  and  though  some  inferior 
qualities  are  still  quoted  at  the  low^  figure,  select  fruit  remains 
firm  at  the  higher  rates. 

This  situation  is  without  precedent  in  the  annals  of  the  trade,  and, 
though  it  seems  impossible  for  prices  to  go  higher,  some  producers 
hesitate  to  release  their  holdings,  fearing  to  Icse  a  possible  further 
advantage  of  which  they  have  a  vision  in  the  continued  English  de- 
mand at  prices  ranging  from  70s.  to  91s.  ($17.03  to  $22.14)  per  hun- 
dredweight for  half  and  quarter  boxes. 

The  causes  of  this  abnormal  situation  have  less  to  do  with  crop 
shortage  than  with  circumstances  over  which  producers  and  traders 
have  no  control.  It  is  believed  that  a  much  larger  crop,  if  available, 
would  prove  highly  profitable  this  season. 

The  short  crop  has  had  some  influence  on  the  raisin  situation,  of 
course.  It  caused  much  speculation,  but  its  eff'ects  were  probably 
beneficial  through  holding  m  check  the  speculative  spirit  among  pro- 
ducers, which  is  manifested  more  or  less  every  season  whenever  the 
market  shows  sustained  upward  tendencies. 

Raisin  shipments  thus  far  are  53  per  cent  behind  those  of  last 
season  on  this  date,  the  figures  being  4,205  against  9,063  tons.  The 
statistics  show  only  1  per  cent  exported  to  the  United  States  and  3  per 
cent  to  Canada. 

Short  Vfttional  Yield  of  Wine— Comhating  the  Thyllozera. 

The  national  statistics  on  wine  production  show  a  37  per  cent  de- 
cline in  the  yield  of  must  this  year  over  last,  the  respective  figures 
being  10,112,481  and  16,167,940  hectoliters  (267,141,916  and  427,109,- 
279  gallons).  This  district,  however  (as  appears  from  the  same  sta- 
tistics), seems  to  have  given  a  yield  little  less  than  last  year,  the 
difiPerence  being  between  1  and  2  per  cent  only. 

The  small  national  yield,  coupled  with  equally  bad  results  in 
France  and  Algeria,  resulted  in  a  sharp  advance  of  Spanish  wine,  so 
that  present  business  and  winter  prospects  are  more  lavorable  mun 
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the  commercial  standpoint.  Wine  shipments  this  fall  to'  France 
from  the  Alicante  region  are  said  to  exceed  5,000  tons,  and  consider- 
able activity  is  also  noted  at  Valencia. 

Widespread  invasion  of  phylloxera  in  Spain,  with  consequent  loss 
of  productive  value  of  vineyards,  moved  the  Government  to  favor- 
able action  on  the  proposal  to  lower  the  tax  value  of  land  affected. 
A  royal  order  of  July  22^  1915  outlines  the  procedure  to  be  taken  by 
property  owners  who  desire  to  benefit  therefrom. 

Apropos  of  the  phylloxera  situation  and  efforts  to  eradicate  it, 
n  local  trade  paper  quotes  the  Italian  daily,  II  Popolo  Romano,  to 
the  eflfect  that  experiments  now  under  way  in  the  Province  of  Lecce, 
Italy,  may  result  in  a  practical  and  efficacious  method  of  combat- 
ing the  disease.  It  appears  from  the  article  in  question  that  a  farmer 
planted  tomatoes  between  the  vines  in  an  infected  field  in  the  hope 
of  deriving  a  larger  income  than  the  constantly  decreasing  grape 
crop  would  produce.  A  short  time  thereafter,  as  the  tomato  plants 
developed,  he  observed  with  surprise  that  the  vines  took  on  new  life, 
showing  signs  of  vigor  such  as  they  had  not  shown  in  years. 

Not  knowing  the  cause  of  the  phenomenon,  but  being  of  an  in- 
vestigating turn  of  mind,  the  farmer  uprooted  several  tomato  plants 
on  whose  roots  he  found  thousands  of  dead  insects.  This  led  to 
further  investigations  by  a  committee  of  experts,  which  is  now  going 
on.  The  scientific  explanation  is  that  tomatoes,  belonging  to  the 
Solanaceae  family,  contain  the  poisonous  alkaloid  solanine  which 
destroys  the  insect  which  prays  on  the  vine. 

The  local  paper  referred  to  recommends  a  trial  by  Valencia  farm- 
ers, especially  since  it  can  be  done  without  much  trouble  or  expense. 

IComul  Percival  Gossott,  Ualaga,  Oct  19.1 
The  Vintage  in  Malaga. 

The  vintage  in  the  Malaga  district  has  turned  out  poorly  this  sea- 
son, the  yield  of  must  having  been  only  about  35  per  cent  oi  a  normal 
year.  This  is  due  to  the  vines  having  suffered  zrom  various  causes, 
principally  mildew. 

Prices  for  wine  will  be  very  high  this  year  owing  to  the  demand 
from  Algeria  and  France,  where  the  vintage  has  also  been  poor. 
Dry  wines,  which  usually  bring  16  to  18  pesetas  per  hectoliter  of 
12  grades  ($2.96  to  $3.33  for  26.417  gallons),  are  selling  to-day  at 
29  pesetas  ($5.37).  Alcohols  which  used  to  be  worth  120  to  125 
pesetas  ($22.22  to  $23.15)  the  hectoliter  are  now  bringii^  175  pesetas 
($32.40).  This  is  due  to  the  demand  for  alcohol  from  France  owing 
to  the  requisition  by  the  French  Government  of  the  national  product 

OUve  OU  la  Kalaga. 

A  plentiful  yield  of  oil  is  expected  this  season  in  the  Malaga  dis- 
trict, as  the  fruit  is  reaching  maturity  under  the  most  favorable 
conditions.  The  general  opinion  is  that  the  quality  will  be  satis- 
factory in  every  respect.  Gathering  will  commence  the  end  of 
October  or  beginning  of  November,  but  until  crushing  is  over  the 
output  can  not  be  ascertained. 

Notwithstanding  the  expected  large  yield,  high  prices  for  olive 
oil  will  prevail  this  year,  as  Spain  will  be  looked  to  principally  to 
supply  uie  needs  of  the  rest  of  the  world  in  this  respect,  the  crop 
OI  olives  in  Italy  being  small  and  neither  Turkey  nor  Greece  being 
in  a  positiuL  to  produce  much  oil. 
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BBmSH,  0EBXAir,  AHD  AVfflBIAV  SHZF-TSAirSTEB  BESTBICnOV. 

Copies  of  the  British,  German,  and  Aiictrian  laws  in  regard  to  the 
transfer  to  foreigners  of  their  national  ships  have  been  furnished  by 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation,  for  the  use  of  Americans 
who  may  be  interested  in  shipping.  The  information  conveyed  by 
these  copies  of  existing  laws  is  especially  valuable  at  the  present 
time,  wlien  efforts  are  being  made  to  extend  American  ownership  of 
ships  engaged  in  international  traffic. 

A  bill  to  restrict  the  transfer  of  British  ships  to  persons  not  quali- 
fied to  own  British  ships  makes  the  provisions : 

1.  A  transfer  made  after  the  12th  day  of  February,  1015,  of  a  British  Ship 
registere<l  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  a  share  tliereln,  to  a  person  not  Qualified  to 
own  a  British  ship,  slmll  not  have  nny  effect  unless  the  transfer  is  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  and  any  person  who  makes,  or 
purports  to  make,  such  a  transfer  after  the  commencement  of  this  act,  without 
tliat  approval,  shall,  in  respect  of  each  offense,  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

2.  This  act  shall  apply  to  British  ships  registered  at  foreign  ports  of  registry, 
and  to  British  ships  registered  In  any  British  possession  other  than  those  men- 
tioned  in  the  schedule  to  this  act,  and  it  applies  to  British  ships  roistered  In 
the  United  Kingdom. 

3.  (1)  This  act  may  be  cited  as  the  British  ships  (transfer  restriction)  act, 
1915,  and  shall  be  read  as  one  with  the  merchant  shipping  acts,  1894  to  1914. 

(2)  This  act  shall  have  effect  only  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war. 

The  scheduled  countries  are  British  India,  Canada,  the  Common- 
wealth of  Australia  (including  Papua  and  Korfolk  Island),  New 
Zealand,  South  Africa,  and  Newfoundland. 

The  German  law  of  October  21,  1915,  forbids  the  transference,  in 
whole  or  part,  of  the  ownership  in  merchant  vessels  that  are  already 
built  or  in  the  course  of  construction,  to  persons  who  are  not  German 
subjects.  Contrav^tion,  or  such  attempt,  will  be  punished  severely, 
also  when  committed  by  Germans  abroad. 

The  "  Handels-Museum,"  the  official  publication  of  the  Austrian 
Museum  of  Commerce,  announced  in  its  issue  of  September  9  a 
decree  of  the  ministry  of  commerce,  dated  August  27,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  sale  of  merchant  vessels  to  foreign  countries.  The  provi- 
sions of  this  decree  are : 

1.  All  legal  business  by  which  the  ownership  of  Austrian  nra^hant  vessels 
shall  be  wholly  or  partly  transferred  to  subjects  of  foreign  governments  leqnlrea 
special  consent  of  the  ministry  of  commerce.  Such  legal  transactions  closed 
without  said  consent  are  prohibited  and  Invalid., 

2.  Transgi-essions  of  tliis  decree,  in  so  far  as  not  subject  to  criminal  punish- 
ment, will  incur  a  .Ine  of  up  to  5,000  crowns  or  imprisonment  for  flii  months. 

3.  This  decree  enters  Into  force  on  the  day  of  publication. 


FTJBLIC  EXHIBIT  OF  BRITISH  GOODS  IN  ITEW  Z£ALAVD. 

The  British  Trade  Commissioner  for  New  Zealand  announces  that 
the  Wellington  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  organizing  a  free  public 
exhibition  of  British  manufactures  to  be  held  one  week  in  February, 
1916.  It  is  not  to  be  a  trade  fair,  but  an  effort  to  educate  consumers. 
The  Commissioner  suggested  that  the  following  goods  would  be  suit- 
able for  exhibit:  Stationery,  toys,  fancy  goods,  cheap  clocks,  bent- 
wood  furniture,  china  and  glass,  cotton  underwear,  and  hosiery,  but- 
tons, trimmings^  lace,  etc.   A  demand  also  exists  for  such  goods  as 


furnishing  fabrics,  dress  goo 
chemical  manures,  and  seeds. 


industrial  purposes, 
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STATE  FBOmrCnOH  OF  QUININE  IN  HALT. 

IConml  W.  F.  Keller.  Rcnne,  Oct  2.3 

For  several  years  past  the  Italian  Government  has  operated  labora- 
tories for  the  production  of  quinine  for  medicinal  purposes,  espe- 
cially for  use  against  malaria  and  otlier  fevers.  The  Director  General 
of  the  "Regie"  has  recently  published  a  report  upon  the  State  qui- 
nine production  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1914,  and  it  is 
from  this  report  that  the  following  data  are  taken : 

The  total  receipts  from  this  industry  in  the  year  under  review 
were  $611,283  and  expenditures  $451,304,  showing  a  net  profit  of 
$159,979,  a  sum  considerably  less  than  that  i-ealized  during  the  pre- 
ceding year,  chiefly  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  the  raw  materials. 
The  whole  of  this  profit  was  devoted  to  scientific  investigation,  drain- 
age of  unhealthful  districts,  fi*ee  distribution  of  quinine,  and  other 
preventive  and  curative  measures  against  malaria. 
Bales  and  CoatunptloB. 

The  total  sales  of  prepared  c[uinine  in  the  fiscal  year  1913-14 
amounted  to  80,782  pounds,  an  increase  of  1,891  pounds  over  the 
preceding  year.  A  smaller  demand  from  Greece  and  Bulgaria 
caused  a  falling  off  in  total  exports. 

The  average  consumption  in  all  Italy  per  1,000  inhabitants  was 
10,077  grains  in  the  year  under  review,  an  increase  of  1,296  grains. 
The  Province  of  Foggia,  in  scutheastern  Italy,  showed  the  largest 
consumption  (44,198  grains  per  1,000  population),  and  the  Province 
of  Carrara  the  smallest  (77  grains  per  1,000).  In  the  Province  of 
Rome  the  consumption  was  22,547  grains;  in  Milan,  6,900  grains; 
Turin,  6,019  grains;  and  Naples,  3,349  grains  per  1,000  population. 

The  largest  quinine  laboratories  are  at  Turin,  but  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  demand  for  this  product  has  necessitated  the  establishment  of 
laboratories  in  Rome  and  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom  as  well. 


IDEAL  HOME  EZHIBmON  IN  ATTSTBAUA. 

ISydncf  Uomiiift  ITernld.  Oct.  19;  Kappli>mf>otlnit  note  en  "Ideal  Home  Competition  In 
Aastralla,"  in  Couhbrck  ItEFOftTS  for  Oct.  12,  1815.] 

An  ideal  home  exhibition  is  to  be  opened  by  the  Governor  on 
Monday,  October  25,  in  the  Sydney  Town  Hall.  The  exhibition  is 
being  organized  by  the  Institute  of  Architects.  The  idea  is  to  build 
and  furnish  a  home  which  will  entail  a  minimum  amount  of  work 
for  the  housewife  and  to  demonstrate  how  a  home  can  be  made  beau- 
tiful at  comparatively  little  cost  to  the  owner.  A  model  cottage, 
costing  4700  ($3,406),  is  to  be  erected  on  the  floor  of  the  town  hall, 
and  it  will  be  decorated  and  furnished  in  an  artistic  but  inexpensive 
manner.  Several  of  the  large  city  firms  will  also  erect  rooms  fur- 
nished in  an  artistic  stvle.  The  arts-and-crafts  section  will  show 
over  100  of  its  exhibits  for  the  beautifying  of  the  home. 


Consul  General  William  W.  Handley,  of  Callao-Lima,  reports  that 
the  cnstoms  revenues  collected  at  the  eight  maritime  ports  of  Peru 
during  August  amounted  to  $243,310,  as  contrasted  ytitix  a  total  of 
$186,S^  for  the  corresponding  mouth  of  1914^ 
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ouTX-oiL  imnrFAcnrBE  nr  PAiEsim 

[CoubqI  Otis  A.  Olaiebrook,  Jenisalem,  Asiatic  Torkef.] 

All  olive  oil  made  in  the  Jerusalem  consular  district,  whether  by 
the  older  processes  or  by  more  modem  machinery,  is  considered  as 

edible  without  refining,  with  the  sole  exception  of  that  last  pressed 
from  the  bruised  berries.  This,  being  dark  and  containing  much  of 
the  pulp,  is  fit  only  for  the  soap  industry,  and  then  only  after  being 
mixed  with  better  qualities. 

Type  of  Cnisher  Used. 

The  old  native  oil  presses  consist  of  a  circular  stone  trough  ele^ 
vated  a  little  from  the  ground,  in  which  a  stone  disk  rotates  around 
an  upright  shaft.  This  disk  turns  on  its  edge  like  a  wheel  and  is 
operated  by  a  hoi-se,  mule,  or  camel.  One  man  is  constantly  stirring, 
removing,  and  replacing  the  olives  as  they  are  crushed,  another  man 
carrying  the  whole  olives  to  the  mill  and  returning  with  the  crushed 
ones.  Once  sufficiently  crushed  they  are  placed  where  they  can  be 
filled  into  circular  baskets  that  have  a  small  opening  and  are  quite 
flat.  These  baskets  have  been  in  use  for  along  time. 

The  older  extraction  method,  and  one  still  much  in  use,  calls  for 
a  wooden  box  for  a  mold,  in  which  a  large  piece  of  coarse  goatVhair 
cloth  is  laid.  The  box  is  filled  with  the  crushed  berries,  pressed  com- 
pactly together,  after  which  the  cloth  is  folded  over  the  top  in  a 
eater-cornered  style.  These  are  now  ready  for  the  press.  This 
method  of  crushing  the  olives  is  the  oldest  known,  possibly  dating 
back  hundreds  of  years,  as  ruins  of  mills  would  seem  to  indicate. 

Modern  mills  using  imported  machinery,  when  without  power, 
employ  exactly  such  a  crusher;  when  driven  by  a  motor,  as  many  now 
are,  two  smaller  stone  disks  are  used,  both  placed  on  the  same  axle. 
In  all  cases  these  stones  are  froqi  the  local  native  quarries. 

f  rimitiTe  Oil  Fresses. 

With  the  primitive  oil  presses,  there  is  built  in  one  of  the  walls  of 
the  room  a  recess  just  large  enough  to  admit  the  baskets  of  crushed 
berries  and  reaching  to  the  ceiling,  with  a  small  cistern  below  to 
receive  the  oil.  In  the  center  of  the  room  is  a  mammoth  wooden 
screw.  A  large  beam  extending  across  the  room  has  one  end  enter- 
ing the  recess  above  mentioned,  while  in  its  center  lengthwise  is  a 
screw  in  which  the  larger  one  operates. 

Once  the  olives  are  crushed  and  filled  into  baskets  or  hairdoth, 
they  are  placed  one  upon  another  in  the  press  recess,  the  screw  is 
turned  around  and  around  by  means  of  a  stick  of  wood  run  through 
a  hole  for  the  purpose,  and  the  gigantic  beam  descends,  reducing  the 
pile  of  baskets  to  half  the  height,  while  the  oil  runs  in  streams  into 
the  reservoir  below.  This  press,  being  of  insufficient  strength,  does 
not  at  once  extract  all  the  oil,  so  the  pressed  pulp  is  subjected  to  a 
second  crushing  and  squeezing  and  then  packed  away  in  a  comer  of 
the  room  until  the  olive  season  is  over.  It  is  then  ground  for  the 
third  time  and  re-pressed. 

These  primitive  devices,  while  they  still  exist,  are  rapidly  falling 
into  disuse,  as  they  are  too  laborious  and  do  not  produce  as  much  oO 
as  the  more  modmi  ones. 
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Hoders  Presses— Olives  Left  to  Klpen. 

The  modern  iron  oil  presses  are  either  imported  from  France  or 
are  copies  made  by  local  machine  shops.  Tho£»  used  where  no  power 
exists  have  the  pressing  screw  operated  by  a  long,  large  beam  pulled 
by  rope  and  tackle,  while  the  newer  types  have  presses  operated  by 
kerosene  engines.  "With  these  metal  prei^.s?s  but  one  stiueezing  is 
the  rule,  after  which  the  pulp  is  subjected  to  a  second  crushing  and 
ressing  only  for  the  dark  soap  oil.  During  the  pressing  process 
oiling  water  is  poured  on  the  pulp  to  make  the  oil  separate  more 
easily. 

Since  the  natives  are  not  at  all  particular  about  cleaning  their 
mills,  especially  with  the  old  type  of  press,  the  rancid  oil  from  the 
previous  year  soon  impregnates  the  new.  Besides  this,  the  natives 
conmionly  collect  their  entire  crop  before  beginning  to  press,  piling 
the  berries  on  the  flat  stone  roofs  of  their  houses.  The  olives  thus 
lie  in  a  heap,  often  for  weeks,  being  left  until  the  first  winter  rains 
descend  upon  them — all  of  which  is  thought  to  help  ripen  the  olives 
and  thereby  to  produce  more  oil.  It  possibly  may  do  so  with  the 
primitive  methods,  but  this  heating  of  the  fruit  results  in  a  sharp 
and  rancid  product,  which  taste,  however,  the  natives  do  not  seem  to 
mind. 

StoESgv  Ketfaods— Shipments  to  United  States. 

A  few  modem  mills  endeavor  to  produce  a  better  table  oil,  which 
they  sell  at  an  advanced  price.  In  these  the  berries  are  not  allowed 
to  heat,  and  are  pressed  soon  after  being  picked.  The  oil  is  stored 
in  metal  t^ks,  which  are  scoured  before  using,  as  is  all  the  machinery 
employed,  very  sweet  and  clear  oil  being  thus  obtained.  Some  even 
c(^lect  the  oil  that  of  itself  flows  away  from  the  crushed  berries 
before  being  pressed,  which  is  considered  very  superior.  No  meth- 
ods of  filtering  or  refining  are  known.  The  oil  is  simply  allowed  to 
settle  and  cure  itself ;  and  while  it  has  a  sharp  taste  when  quite  fresh, 
this  taste  is  soon  lost. 

There  was  $3^00  worth  of  olive  oil  shipjped  from  this  district  to 
the  TTnited  States  in  1914,  the  invoices  bemg  certified  at  Uie  Jaffa 
consular  agency. 

AXEBICAK  CONSTTLAB  OPFICEES  OIT  UBAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Num. 

Fort. 

Expira- 
tion ot 
vonue. 

Addrw. 

Dec.  31 

Department  of  Stste.Washinfrton.D.C. 
Do. 

J\ssoeIirtIan  of  the  Bar  of  the  Citr  of 

New  Yorlr,  Now  YorV  City. 
90S  Ooodrfch    vonue,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Department  of  State.washington ,  D .  C. 
Lewus,  Del. 

Manch  oiDce,  Bureau  ot  Foreign  and 

Domestic  Commorce,  New  Yerl^ 

N.y. 

Itinerary  t»lng  siraoged. 

Dsmon,  WUIIftm  

J^k,  Wfllys  Jf  

lUriMttson,  W.  H«nry  

Tsinrtau,  China.  

Buenos  Mna,  Argen- 
tina. 

Shtn^isl,  Chlm  

Dec.  15 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  ! 
Dec.  31 

Dae.  3 
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FOBXION  TABQT  NOTES. 

ABOEHTIHA. 

[Boletfn  Oadal.  Anc  SS.  1816.] 
BUpntents  of  Potatoes  "To  Order." 

By  an  Argentine  decree  of  August  21, 1915,  shipments  of  potatoes 
must  be  placed  in  a  customs  warehouse  for  examination  by  the  sani- 
tary officials  before  clearance  will  be  permitted,  and  such  consign- 
ments will  not  be  admitted  for  inspection  unless  the  consignee  be 
named  or  imless  the  importer  or  his  agent  assume  responsibility  for 
the  payment  of  the  storage  and  other  charges.  Shipments  accom- 
panied by  certificates  from  Argentine  agricultural  experts  in  the 
ports  of  exportation  are  excepted  from  this  provision.  [For  previous 
notice  regarding  sanitary  certificates  to  accompany  potatoes  destined 
for  Argentina,  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  11,  p.  137.] 

IBoletfn  Oflelal,  Sept.  8,  1916.] 
Standards  for  Canned  Tefctable  Frodneti. 

A  presidential  decree  of  August  28,  1915,  in  effect  October  1,  pro- 
vides that  all  canned  goods  of  vc^table  origin  imported  into  Ar- 
gentina shall  be  subject  to  regulations  substantially  similar  to  those 
already  in  force  for  products  of  animal  origin.  The  importati<m  is 
prohibited  of  canned  vegetables  which  are  adulterated  or  artificiidly 
colored  and  those  whicli  contain  preservatives  or  poisonous- sub- 
stances or  which  have  been  altered.  In  sauces  containing  more  than 
60  per  cent  of  water  and  in  other  canned  goods  of  all^inds,  how- 
ever, the  use  of  less  than  100  milligrams  of  boric  acid  per  kilo  of 
product  will  be  permitted.  The  importation  of  products  cMitaining 
less  than  30  milligrams  of  metallic  copper  per  kilo  will  also  be 
allowed.  Samples  of  all  products  are  to  be  submitted  for  analysis 
to  the  National  Chemical  Laboratory  or  a  branch  thereof,  and  clear- 
ance of  consignments  will  not  be  permitted  until  a  certificate  of  ap-' 
proval  from  the  above  office  is  presented.  [The  schedule  of  charges 
for  analysis  at  present  in  effect  prescribes  a  fee  of  5  pesos  gold 
($4.82)  per  2,600  kilos  (or  fraction  thereof)  for  the  analysis  of  in- 
dustrial products  subject  to  inspection.  For  previous  regulations 
governing  standards,  analysis,  etc..  of  alimentary  products,  see  For- 
eign Tariff  Notes  No.  9  (p.  52),  No.  10  (p.  95),  No.  11  (p.  136), 
No.  12  (p.  175),  and  No.  13  (p.  203).] 

CHINA. 

[Consul  Jobn  P.  Jewell,  Cbefoo,  Sept  29.  1915.] 

Opening  of  Innglcov  to  Foreign  Trade. 

The  opening  of  Lun^kow,  Province  of  Shantung,  as  a  trading 
port  has  nowl)een  definitely  decided  upon  by  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment, and  it  will  be  formally  opened  to  foreign  trade  on  or  about 
November  1,  1915.  An  office  of  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  will 
be  established  at  once,  and  necessary  improvements  to  tiie  pent  will 
doubtless  be  made  at  an  early  date. 

COLOICBIA. 
tDUrlo  OOdal,  Jolr  17,  1916J 
bnport  Dntles  at  Fnerte  C6tMm. 

A  presidential  decree  of  July  1,  1915,  fixes  at  5  per  cent  ad  valo- 
rem we  duty  on  goods  imported  into  Cwombia  through  the  cufitom-* 
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house  of  Puerto  G6rdoba,  whidi  ia  situated  on  the  upper  Amazon 
River. 

[DUrio  OClcIal.  July  21,  1915.] 
Duty  on  Tmnks  TTsed  as  Shipping  Containers. 

A  decree  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  of  Colombia  provides  that 
when  trunks  are  used  as  containers  for  imported  articles,  if  the 
trunks  are  subject  to  a  higher  rate  than  the  contents,  the  two  shall 
be  dutiable  separately  if  listed  separately  on  the  invoice,  but  that 
if  any  of  the  contents  is  dutiable  at  a  higher  rate  the  trunks  shall 
be  siuject  to  the  duty  of  the  article  on  which  is  imposed  the  highest 
rate. 

[The  Colombian  customs  reflations  provide  that  when  the  re- 
ceptacle or  inner  packing  is  dutiable  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  article 
it  contains,  the  container  must  be  separately  declared  and  its  weight 
specified  in  the  consular  invoice.  If  not  declared  separately,  the 
entire  contents  of  the  package  will  be  subject  to  duty  at  the  higher 
rate  applicable  to  the  container.  Where  the  duty  leviable  on  the 
container  is  less  than  that  applicable  to  the  contents,  the  entire  pack- 
age is  to  be  subject  to  the  higher  rate.  It  appears  that  this  latter 
provision  has  not  always  been  observed  in  the  case  of  trunks  and 
hampers  used  as  containers  of  imported  products,  these  receptacles 
having  been  admitted  at  the  lower  rate  prescribed  by  the  tariff  for 
such  articles.] 

GUATEKALA. 
[El  Gnatemalteco,  Sept  18,  181S.I 
Hew  Beliedvle  of  Goasnlar  Feei. 

A  presidential  decree  of  September  9,  1915,  provides  for  a  new 
schedule  of  fees  to  be  collected  by  Guatemalan  consular  officers  for 
legalizing  shipping  documents,  beginning  October  1,  1915.  The 
charge  for  certifying  invoices  for  goods  exported  to  Guatemala  is 
fixed  at  2  jper  cent  ad  valorem,  which  represents  a  reduction  in  the 
case  of  shipments  valued  at  less  than  $T00  but  amounts  to  a  sub- 
stantial increase  over  former  fees  for  consignments  of  value  exceed- 
ing that  amount.  The  other  consular  fees  provided  for  by  the  re- 
cent order  are  as  follows:  For  the  legalization  of  ship  manifests, 
$10;  for  the  certification  of  sets  of  bills  of  lading  (4  copies),  $1, 
and  for  each  additional  copy  $1 ;  for  legalizing  health  certificates, 
$2;  for  certifying  signatures  of  documents  required  by  the  Guate- 
malan authorities,  $3.  [The  consular  fees  given  on  p.  38  of  Tariff 
Series  No.  24  (Consular  Regulations  of  Foreign  Countries)  should 
be  changed  in  accordance  with  the  new  schedule.] 

PORTTTOVESE  COLOHIES. 
[DlArio  do  Gorerno,  Sept  8, 
Export  Dnty  on  Coffee  In  Angola. 

The  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  August  19,  1914, 
increasing  the  export  duty  on  unclcaned  coffee  shipped  from  Angola 
has  been  postponed  until  February  1,  1916,  by  a  Portuguese  law  of 
September  8,  1915.  From  that  date  there  will  be  collected  on  un- 
cleaned  coffee  shipped  through  the  ports  in  the  Conventional  Basin 
of  the  Kongo  an  export  duty  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem,  while  that 
exported  through  other  ports  will  be  subject  to  a  tax  of  25  per  cent 
ad  valorem.  [The  provisions  of  tiie  original  law  were  reported  in 
TariiE  Notes  No.  14,  p.  25.] 
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FACKINa  OOODS  FOE  TALPASAISO. 

[Consul  General  h.  J.  Keeaa,  VBlparalso,  Chile,  Sept  24.] 

The  present  widening  of  miscellaneous  exports  from  the  United 
States  to  Chile  has  given  rise  to  repeated  complaints  in  regard  to 
American  packing. 

It  should  be  remembered,  in  packing  goods  for  shipment  to  Val- 
paraiso, that  all  merchandise  has  to  be  unloaded  here  in  slings  from 
ship  to  lighter  in  practically  an  open  roadstead  and  again  hoisted 
in  a  sling  from  the  lighter  to  the  wharf,  and  that  the  water  is  rougher 
at  the  wharf,  to  the  extent  of  the  backwash,  than  the  more  open 
water  at  the  ship  anchorage.  Packing  for  Valparaiso,  therefore, 
can  not  be  done  on  the  basis  of  what  would  be  considered  satisfactory 
Btrengdi  for  shipments  to  Bio  de  Janeiro  or  Buenos  Aires,  where 
ships  are  unloaded  in  still  water  and  ordinarily  discharge  directly 
onto  the  docks. 

If  merchandise  coining  from  the  United  States  to  Valparaiso  with- 
out transshipment  is  subject  to  severe  handling  because  of  the 
methods  of  unloading  at  this  port,  merchandise  transshipped  at 
Panama  undergoes  almost  twice  the  risk  of  breakage.  There  further 
seems  to  be  so  steady  a  percentage  of  loss  of  merchandise  out  of  cases 
which  are  transshipped  at  Panama  and  arrive  here  in  a  broken  con- 
dition that  it  would  appear  that  a  part  of  the  rough  handUng  en 
route  is  intentional. 

A  Satisfactory  Facldiiflr  Cau. 

At  present  it  is  customary  for  local  importers  of  general  merchan- 
dise to  insure  against  theft  as  well  as  against  breakage  on  merchan- 
dise from  the  United  States,  because  improper  packing  allows  the 
ends  to  be  unstrapped,  lifted,  and  set  back  witliout  particularly 
defacing  the  case.  The  illustration  below  shows  an  EngUsh  packing 
case  winch  is  stated  by  a  local  importer  to  be  so  well  constructed  and 
so  well  covered  that  it  requires  no  insurance  against  theft. 


It  will  be  noticed  from  the  illustration  that  the  end  blocking  and 
the  end  battens  entirely  cover  the  joinings  of  Ubib  side        the  top 
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and  bottom  of  the  case  and  gire  the  case  great  rigidity.  This  type 
of  case  is  used  for  general  merchandise,  shoes,  shirts,  collars,  haber- 
dashery, etc. 

The  case  is  zinc  lined.  It  is  3  feet  4  inches  long  by  2  feet  4  inches 
in  height  and  width.  The  ends  are  1^-inch  boards,  the  sides  1-inch, 
and  the  battens  are  made  of  strips  |  by  3^  inches.  It  is  stronfjiy  iron- 
hooped  right  around  the  battens,  and  well  nailed.  For  a  case  of 
this  type  the  importer  pavs  an  extra  charge  of  26  to  30  shillings 
($6  to  $7.25)  to  the  Britisli  exporter. 

AHEBICAH  TR&IXE-UABKS  DT  CHINA. 

[Commercial  Attacb^  Julean  H.  Arnold.  Bbangtaat,  Sept.  IS,  1915.] 

The  CThinese  buyer  lays  great  stress  on  the  trade-mark  or  "chop,** 
and  once  a  certain  " chop"  has  found  favor  with  him  he  will  give  it 
special  consideration.  For  this  reason  there  is  a  great  temptation  on 
tlie  part  of  others  to  imitate  an  established  trade-mark  for  use  in 
connection  with  the  introduction  of  inferior  goods,  the  result  of 
which  is  the  eventual  disappearance  from  the  market  of  the  original 
articles. 

It  is  therefore  extremely  important  that  the  American  manufac- 
turer seeking  a  market  in  Chma  regis^ter  the  trade-mark  covering 
his  product  in  Shanghai  through  the  American  Consulate  General 
and  also  in  Tokyo,  through  the  American  Embassy,  the  latter  action 
being  necessary  to  guard  against  imitations  by  Japanese  manufactur- 
ers roT  sale  by  Japanese  dealers  in  China.  As  a  further  precaution 
against  imitation,  the  American  manufacturer  or  dealer  who  contem- 
plates entering  the  Chinese  market  should  so  embody  the  name  of  his 
nrm  or  establishment  in  the  Chinese  trade-mark  that  the  firm  name 
Mid  the  product  become  inseparable.  He  should  also  always,  without 
fail,  emoody  the  Chinese  characters  for  "  Made  in  America  "  in  his 
trade-mark  or  "  chop."  I  can  not  urge  too  strongly  upon  our  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  the  univeraal  use  of  the  phrase  "  Made  in  Amer- 
ica" translated  into  Chinese  characters  in  connection  with  all  prod- 
ucts which  they  wish  to  place  upon  the  Chinese  market.  [A  previous 
report  from  Commercial  Attach^  Arnold  giving  more  details  in  re- 
gard to  this  subject  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  and  will  be  loaned  upon  application.] 


CONSTJLAB  TEADE  PROMOTION  IN  OKEECE. 

[CoDsnl  General  Alexander  W.  Weddell.  Athens,  Oct.  11.] 

This  consulate  general  continues  busy  consulting  with  prospective 
Greek  importers,  furnishing  lists  of  American  manufacturers,  trans- 
mitting telegrams  for  inquirers  in  Greece  to  exporters  in  the  United 
Stat^  and  vice  versa.  While  results  are  not  usually  known,  these 
efforts  during  the  last  quarter  year  have  resulted  in  placing  orders 
with  American  shippers  as  follows:  Flour.  $20,000;  rice,  $7^350; 
coffee,  $20,000;  tannmg  extracts,  $15,000;  automobiles  and  acces- 
sories, $4,000;  electric  lamps,  $1,000;  com  products,  $16,000;  paper, 
$15,000.  This  does  not  include  large  and  valuable  cargoes  of  Ameri- 
can wheat  and  coal  brought  in  through  established  channels. 
G  ■:  . 
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KAAOT  FOB  HAABWABE  IK  WESIEBH  FBAHOE. 

[Consul  Kenneth  Staart  Patton,  La  Bochelle,  France.  Oct  21.] 

The  hardware  trade  of  La  Rochelle  district  is  almost  wholly  retail, 
the  local  industries  (the  manufacture  of  brandy,  glove  leatlier,  and 
casein)  requiring  very  little  of  such  articles.  The  trade  in  foreign 
hardware  is  indirect,  the  supplies  coming  chiefly  from  Paris  and  Bor- 
deaux. The  concerns  handling  such  ware,  while  locally  important, 
are  not  large  enough  to  be  interested  in  direct  purchases  from  abroad 
in  normal  times.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  inability  to 
obtain  stocks  frcm  the  usual  sources  has  obliged  dealers  to  purchase 
outside  of  the  usual  channels,  and  they  would  be  pleased  to  get  in 
touch  with  American  concerns  which  could  make  prompt  delivery. 

At  present  enameled  ware  of  all  kinds  is  greatly  needed.  Tools  are 
difKciut  to  obtain,  but  as  the  local  demand  is  small  there  is  little  to 
be  done  in  this  line.  Nails  and  screws  are  still  to  be  had  with  diffi- 
culty, and  as  the  sale  is  small  there  is  little  chance  of  direct  impor- 
tation from  abroad.  Purchases  would  be  made  if  necessary  from 
importing  houses  in  Paris  or  Bordeaux.  Lanterns,  which  were 
imported  from  England  prior  to  the  war,  are  in  demand,  as  the 
English  supply  is  insufficient.  Lamp  chimneys  are  also  in  great 
demand. 

The  cutlery  used  locally  is  manufactured  at  Thiers,  Chatellerault, 

and  Bordeaux,  and  as  the  supply  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
region  there  is  little  hope  that  outside  competition  would  be  success- 
ful. For  caniage  and  wagon  hardware  the  call  is  negligible;  but  for 
such  cast-iron  products  as  kitchen  utensils  and  cooking  stoves  there 
is  an  emphatic  demand.  A  leading  hardware  dealer  states  that  a 
serious  Amencan  exporter  of  enameled  ware,  hardware,  and  lamp 
chimneys  would  have  little  difficulty  in  placing  his  goods,  as  almiost 
any  terms  of  sale  would  be  acceptable.  Prices  have  increased  in' 
most  lines  from  25  per  cent  up. 

[The  addresses  of  hardware  dealers  In  La  Rochelle  district  may  be  obtntned 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Doniefttlc  Comnierce  or  Its  branch  offices; 
refer  to  flle  No.  68352.] 


KEEP  CONSULAB  G&TALOQtTE  FILES  TTP  TO  DATE. 

[Consul  E.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  Elizabeth,  Booth  Africa,  Sept  2S.I 

During  the  recent  rush  to  obtain  certain  products,  the  importation 
of  which  was  interrupted  by  the  war,  the  Fort  Elizabeth  consulate 
was  visited  many  times  by  those  in  quest  of  information  regarding 
American  wares.  This  office  had  in  its  files  catalogues  describing 
nearly  every  article  conceniing  which  inquiry  was  made.  In  several 
instances,  however,  these  catalogues  were  so  old  and  the  prices  quoted 
so  obviously  incorrect  in  connection  with  the  present-day  conditions 
that  dependable  infoimation  could  not  be  given. 

It  is  suggested  that  exporters  who  believe  in  and  make  use  of  the 
commercial  facilities  afforded  by  the  American  Consnlar  Service 
renew  their  catalogues,  with  correct  prices,  at  least  once  in  two  years. 
As  an  illustration  of  the  necessity  for  this  it  may  be  stated  that  fully 
one-half  of  the  catalogues  in  the  Port  Elizabeth  consulate  at  the  pies- 
ent  time  are  of  little  practical  use  save  as  famishing  the  names  of 
manufacturers  and  exporters. 
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PBosPEcrm:  sfakish  coal  psosuctzon. 

[Consul  Oenenl  Carl  Ballej  Horat,  Barcelooa,  Oct.  6.] 

From  data  gathered  in  the  chief  coal-mining  districts  of  Spain  it 
is  estimated  roughly  that  the  probable  production  of  coal  in  Spain 
during  the  second  half  of  the  year  1915  will  amount  to  2.402,000 
metric  tons  of  2,204.62  pounds  each.  The  quantity  of  coal  on  hand 
in  Spain  at  the  mines,  coal  yards,  and  railway  depots  at  the  end  of 
July,  1915,  is  estimated  at  250,000  metric  tons.  Importations  are 
expected  to  amount  to  1,200,000  metric  tons.  These  amounts  bring 
the  total  coal  supply  expected  in  Spain  before  December  31,  1915, 
to  about  3,850,000  metric  tons.  The  consumption  during  the  last 
half  of  the  year  is  estimated  at  3,600,000  metric  tons,  which  will  leave 
a  surplus  of  260,000  metric  tons. 

The  slight  rise  in  the  dom^ic  output  of  coal  is  not  in  proportion 
to  the  country's  wealth  in  this  mineral,  and  Spanish  economists  de- 
plore the  fact  that,  with  its  rich  coal  deposits,  Spain  does  not  produce 
all  that  is  needed  for  consumption  in  the  Peninsula  as  well  as  a  mar- 
gin for  export.  Limited  transportation  facilities,  lack  of  miners, 
and  high  railroad  tariffs  have  militated  against  the  development  of 
mining,  and  even  with  the  present  stimulus  of  increased  industrial 
activity  in  Spain,  a  larger  coal  output  must  be  graduaL 


CAHNEIX-FOOB  FACTOBIT  POB  TSXHOTAIT. 

[Consul  Willys  B.  Peek,  Tslogtati,  China,  Oct  2.] 

A  company  has  been  organized  in  Tdngtau  to  establish  a  canned- 
food  factory  which  will  pack  meat  and  fruits^  for  both  of  which  the 
Province  of  Shantung  is  famous.  Tsingtau  is  the  foremost  port  in 
China  in  the  export  of  beef,  and  owing  to  the  introduction  of  many 
varieties  of  good  European  peach,  pear,  and  other  fruit  trees,  the 
port  also  exports  considerable  fruit  in  season.  The  by-products  of 
the  factory  will  form  an  important  feature. 

The  capital  of  the  company  is  $100,000  Mexican  ($39,900  gold), 
one-fourth  paid  up.  The  stockholders  include  prominent  Japanese 
financiers  and  Chinese  here.  The  chief  engineer  is  a  Japanese,  who 
is  a  graduate  of  a  fisheries  school.  The  latest  model  machinery  is 
being  made  in  Tokio,  and  operations  will  be  started  immediately  on 
its  arrival  in  Tsingtau. 

This  is  one  of  the  first  joint  Japanese-Chinese  enterprises  to  be 
established  in  Tsingtau,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  highly 
successfuL 


Branch  Oi&ces  of  the  Bniean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe. 

Hew  Tork*  Boom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  elgliteentli  floor 
Vaited  States  Cnstomhoase ;  Chiea^o,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonis,  402  Third 
Katlonal  Bank  Baildlng;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Office  Biiildlns;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Elbernla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  ITnlted  States' Cnstomhoase;  Seattle,. 
922  Alaska  Balldlng.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  I<os  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit  Board -of  Oommeree;  Philadelphia^  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FOBEIGN  TEASE  aPPOBTUJIiTIES. 

[When  ■ddrenw*  an  omitted  ttmy  maj  be  (Atalned  from  the  Bwuim  or  Itfl  bntaeli 

Herbt  and  pZanfs,  No.  19280. — An  American  consolar  officer  In  Italy  reports 
•  '  that  there  is  an  opportunity  for  exporters  of  medicinal  herbs  and  plants  to 
And  a  mafket  In  that  country. 

Sulphate  of  copper,  No.  1^1. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
Greece  states  that  a  firm  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  ex- 
porters of  sulphate  of  c(^per,  with  a  view  to  placing  orders  at  once.  For- 
merly the  imports  were  made  In  casks  of  560  pounds,  the  usual  guaranteed 
strength  being  98  to  90  per  cent  pure.  Quotations  nre  desli-ed  c.  1.  f.  des- 
tination. Payment  will  be  arranged  to  suit  seller.  There  is  no  import  duty 
on  this  article. 

Candles,  tooth  powder,  etc.,  No.  1^82. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  in  East  Africa  states  that  a  merchant  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
on  candles,  candlesticks,  fountain  pens,  and  tooth  powder  of  a  cheap  grade. 
-    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

General  representatUm,  No.  19283. — ^A  firm  In  Uruguay  Informs  the  Bureau  ttatt 
it  desires  to  act  as  agent  for  American  mamvFacturers.  No  particular  Udc 
Is  mentioned. 

Vegetable  extractg.  No.  19284. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular  ofScer  In 
Norway  states  that  a  firm  wlshra  to  correspond  with  manufactnrere  and 
exporters  of  vegetable  extracts  for  use  in  makli^  bouillon  cubes.  Samples 
and  lowest  quotations  are  requested. 

Photographerg^  chemicaU,  No.  19285. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy 
reports  that  a  firm  wishes  to  purchase  the  following  photc^aphers'  chemi- 
cals :  Corn  tatty  acid,  stearic  acid,  white  double  pressed,  140*  F.,  -eanstte 
soda,  76  per  cent,  and  oleic  ncld,  pale.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Patent  medioines,  perfumery,  and  light  liardtcare.  No.  19286. — A  company  In 
India  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  corresponi 
with  maniifacturers  of  patent  medicines,  perfumory,  and  light  harditrare^ 
with  a  view  to  acting  as  manufacturers*  agent.  References  ^ven. 

Champagne,  No.  19287. — A  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Oommeroe 
r^wrts  tliat  a  man  owning  large  vineyards  In  France  desires  to  have  a 
representative  with  an  established  clientele  in  the  United  States  to  sell  b 
high-grade  champagne.  There  ore  700,000  bottles  ready  for  export  non; 
and  any  quantity  in  excess  of  100,000  bottles  can  be  exported  annimlly. 
References  given. 

Pharmaceutical  prodnett,  etc..  No.  19288. — An  American  consular  officer  3a 
Italy  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  commuBl- 
catlon  with  manufacturers  of  plmrniaceutical  products  and  medi^ues.  Bet- 
erences  given.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Italian  or  French. 

Chicory,  No.  19280.~-'A  report  from  an  American  consnlnr  officer  in  India  states 
that  a  firm  desires  to  correspond  with  exporters  of  chicory  and  requests 
that  samples  and  quotations  be  sent.  It  Is  stated  that  5  tons  a  monUi 
are  required ;  chicory  to  be  packed  in  66-ponud  tins  and  4  tins  to  a  case. 

Koc/tinery,  paper,  etc.,  No.  19290. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports 
that  a  man  In  the  printing  business  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies  Is  now  In  this 
country  and  desires  to  represent  firms  manufacturing  book-sewing  ma- 
chines ;  blank  books ;  paper,  bag,  and  box  making  machinery ;  bond,  printing, 
and  marble  paper ;  ledger  books ;  and  perforating  machinery. 

Paper,  No.  1^1. — A  commercial  attache  of  the  D^artment  of  Commerce  in- 
forms the  Bureau  that  there  is  au  urgent  demand  In  France  for  papnr  for . 
use  in  printing  establishments.   If  possible,  correspondence  should  be  In 
French. 

Window  glaaa,  No.  19292.— A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  France 
states  that  a  merclmnt  in  his  district  wishes  to  correspond  directly  with 
manufacturers  of  wlDdo^v  glass.  Purchase  to  be  on  a  cash  basis.  Corre- , 
Qpoudence  in  French  la  preferred. 

wisHixama :  aommuira  raiimxo  <nncs :  sui 
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BRANCH  OFFICES  CAN  NOT  OFFEE  DIEECT  ADVEETISING. 

Many  requests  have  been  received  recently  by  the  branch  offices  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  from  firms  outside  of 
their  respective  districts  that  advertising  matter  whicli  is  forwarded 
be  given  to  inquirers.  While  the  Bureau  and  its  branches  are  making 
all  possible  efforts  toward  the  extension  of  American  trade  in  tliis 
country  and  abroad,  it  is  unable  to  comply  with  these  numerous  re- 
quests. The  branch  offices  have  been  instructed  that  they  are  not 
allowed  to  engage  in  direct  advertising  for  commercial  firms. 

CHINA  UAIL  LINE  INCREASES  CAPITAl. 

[From  DaUy  Commercial  Newa,  San  Francisco,  Cal.l 

The  China  Mail  Steamship  Co.,  which  was  recently  organized  and 
has  already  purchased  the  steamer  China^  has  decided  to  increase  its 
capital  stock  from  $2,100,000  to  $5,000,000,  owing  to  the  stock  sub- 
scriptions coming  in,  and  also  to  the  end  that  the  company  may  more 
readily  finance  the  deals  necessary  to  acquiring  additional  steamers. 

Look  Tin  Eli,  president  of  the  Canton  Bank,  of  San  Francisco,  and 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  new  company,  has  just  an- 
nounced the  appointments,  effective  immediately,  of  an  assistant  to  the 
president  and  general  manager  and  a  general  passenger  agent.  Men 
who  held  important  positions  with  the  Pacific  Mail  were  chosen. 
Head  offices  are  to  be  established  here. 


CIRCULAR  TO  THE  HEMP  TRADE. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C,  is  in  receipt  of 
a  cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine  Islands, 
dated  November  17,  advising  that  during  the  month  of  October  Phil- 
ippine government  fiber  inspectors  inspected  and  stamped  79,4*23 
bales  abaca  and  2,415  bales  maguey,  as  follows :  Abaca,  A,  400 ;  B.  752 ; 
C,  2,216;  D,  4,890;  E,  9.011;  S-1,  1,909;  S-2,  1,849;  S-3,  746;  F, 
11,411:  G,  3,248;  H,  2,042;  I,  12,209;  J,  10,889;  K,  3,369;  L,  10,071; 
M,  3,277;  strings,  etc,  1,134.  Maguey:  One,  175;  two,  1,525;  tluee 
637;  D,  78. 

12642*— 13  /^705  I 

Digitized  by  VjOOglC 


706 


COMMEBCS  BEPOBTB. 


PBOQBESS  ON  CENSUS  OF  UANVTACTTniEa 

The  field  work  on  the  census  of  manufactures,  conducted  by  field 
agents  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  has  been  closed. 
The  work  of  classifying,  editing,  tabulating,  comparing,  adding,  and 
summarizing  the  statistics  is  now  well  organized,  and  the  Director 
states  that  it  should  proceed  rapidly. 

During  October  preliminary  notices  relating  to  the  census  of  manu- 
factures were  issued  for  55  cities,  making  a  total  of  63  since  the  work 
was  started.  At  the  corresponding  date  for  the  1909  report  similar 
statistics  had  been  published  for  only  five  cities.  During  October 
27,709  schedules  were  classified,  making  a  total  of  279,792  classified  to 
date,  and  17,000  schedules  were  tabulated,  making  a  total  of  43,000 
tabulated  to  date. 

A  large  number  of  establishments  failed  to  make  reports  to  the 
special  agents,  claiming  in  some  instances  that  they  sent  their  reports 
by  mail,  and  in  other  cases  it  is  found  that  the  reports  must  be  made 
from  ofiices  or  establishments  not  located  in  the  respective  districts  of 
the  special  agents.  Tlie  Bureau  is  therefore  carrying  on  an  extensive 
correspondence  with  manufacturers  to  secure  original  returns  and  cor- 
rections for  defective  reports.  In  instances  where  the  1914  reports 
show  a  decrease  in  business  as  compared  with  that  of  1909,  both 
schedules  are  returned  for  a  verification  and  for  information  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  reports  for  the  two  years  were  made  on  the  same 
basis. 


SOUTH  AKEBICAN  INaiTIBIES  ABOUT  U.  S.  CITIES. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  the  city  of  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  for 
information  in  regard  to  ^e  finances  of  American  cities,  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  prepared  a  collection  of  pub- 
lications on  the  subject  from  various  sources,  and  these  are  being  for- 
warded by  the  State  Department  through  the  American  consul  at  Sao 
Paulo. 

While  this  work  was  being  completed  by  the  Bureau,  the  American 
consul  general  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  transmitted  a  similar  request 
from  the  officials  of  that  city,  asking  for  publications  on  American 
municipal  improvements,  public  works,  construction  laws,  and  ad- 
ministrative organization  or  reform,  especially  in  relation  to  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  country. 

Consul  General  Gottschalk  states  that  the  request  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  appears  to  be  made  in  accordance  with  a  spirit  now  prevail- 
ing in  Brazil  toward  looking  to  the  United  States  as  a  pattern  in  many 
lines. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  preparing  to 
meet  the  request  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  furnishing  as  promptly  as  pos- 
sible a  comprehensive  collection  of  publications  of  the  class  desired. 
American  cities  desiring  to  assist  in  the  placing  of  such  information 
before  South  American  officials  are  urged  to  send  their  publicati(NDS 
to  the  Bureau,  to  be  forwarded  to  Sonw  America. 


^  Cantaloupe  Marketing  in  the  larger  Cities"  is  a  new  monograph 
for  sale  at  5  cents  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  WaSiing- 
ton,  0.  C. 
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AUEBICAN  TBAnrZKa  FOB  FOREION  STlTSEirtS. 

Tliat  a  young  Chilean,  anxious  to  complete  his  training  in  the 
schools  of  the  United  States,  was  willing  to  work  his  way  to  this 
country  on  a  nitrate  boat  so  that  he  might  save  what  money  he  had  to 
carry  him  through  his  first  year's  work  is  an  indication  of  the  great 
interest  being  aroused  among  South  Americans  in  the  educational 
opportunities  offered  by  this  country. 

This  young  man  was  a  graduate  from  the  College  of  Agriculture 
in  Santiago  and  wished  to  do  post-graduate  work  in  one  of  the  Cali- 
fornia institutions.  XJnfoi-tunately,  he  was  not  able  to  earn  enough 
money  in  advance  to  make  his  continuance  in  school  possible  unless 
he  could  secure  some  employment  while  carrying  on  his  studies.  To 
save  what  money  he  had  for  the  first  half  year's  work,  he  arranged 
to  come  to  this  country  on  a  sailing  vessel  carrying  nitrates.  He 
appealed  to  the  American  comm^ciaf  attach^  in  Santiago,  Mr.  V.  L. 
HaTens,  for  advice  and  assistance,  and  was  ^ven  lettfers  to  the  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  wluch,  through  its  branch 
offices  on  the  ^Pacific  coast,  was  able  to  assist  him  in  arranging  for 
his  school  work  and  in  obtaining  a  position  where  he  could  make 
enough  money  to  continue  his  education. 

Chilean  Students  In  the  TTalted  States. 

Commercial  Attache  Havens  has  exhibited  great  interest  in  the 
education  of  Chilean  students  in  the  United  States.  As  Mr.  Havens 
ia  himself  an  engineer,  he  has  been  consulted  by  a  number  of  young 
men  desiring  to  take  up  this  profession,  some  of  whom  have  attended 
pchools  in  Chile  but  who  desire  to  complete  their  education  in  this 
country.  The  bureau  has  been  able  to  assist  Mr.  Havens  by  putting 
him  in  touch  with  a  number  of  American  institutions  which  fur- 
nished information  regarding  schools. 

The  commercial  attache  at  Santiago  is  a  member,  and  the  only 
foreign  member,  of  a  committee  on  foreign  education  of  Chilean 
youths  organized  in  that  city.  It  has  been  decided  to  give  legal 
form  to  this  committee,  because  several  wealthy  men  have  promised 
to  donate  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  passage  of  students  who 
are  unable  to  pay  their  own  way  to  the  United  States,  and  sutracrip- 
tions  can  not  be  accepted  ex<^t  by  legally  organized  bodies. 

The  late  president  of  the  Kanco  Hipotecario  of  Santiago  has  left 
p  fund,  of  which  the  manager  of  the  bank  is  trustee,  which  is  to  be 
invested  so  as  to  improve  the  opportunity  for  study  by  Chilean 
youtlis  in  commercial  courses,  Tliere  is  a  good  commercial  school  in 
Santiago,  but  further  training  is  desired  in  banking,  international 
exchange,  railways,  statistics,  etc. 

Work  of  the  Bareau  of  Education. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  because  of  the  man^  re- 
quests for  information  from  foreign  countries  regarding  educational 
opportunities  in  this  country,  has  issued  a  publication  showing  the 
organization  of  American  education  with  special  reference  to  univer- 
sities, colleges,  and  professional  schools ;  the  admission  requirements, 
with  special  reference  to  the  needs  of  foreign  students:  and  an  outline 
of  the  general  and  specific  opportunities  to  be  found  at  our  higher 
ix^titutions  of  learning.  This  bulletin  contains  details  of  the  courses 
offered  hy  about  60  of  the  leading  American  institutions;  it  alsc 
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gives  a  list  of  the  principal  departments  of  schools  of  these  institu- 
tions devoted  to  various  branches  of  liberal,  scientific,  and  pro- 
fessional study.  For  each  institution  there  is  a  statement  of  the 
usual  expenses.  At  the  end  of  the  bulletin  are  statistical  tables  giving 
the  names  of  our  higher  institutions  of  learning,  their  location,  the 
number  of  members  enrolled,  the  number  of  students,  the  income, 
and  the  endowment.  Copies  of  this  bulletin  have  been  furnished  to 
tiie  commercial  attaches  of  the  United  States  in  South  America  for 
their  guidance  in  answering  the  inquiries  regarding  American  schools. 

AoUvities  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

During  the  visit  to  Chile  of  t^e  d^egates  from  the  Boston  Chamber 

of  Commerce,  1913,  a  i)roposal  was  advanced  by  the  Chilean  Govern- 
ment for  the  cooperation  of  the  chamber  in  finding  places  for  the 
graduates  of  Chilean  universities  as  paid  apprentices  m  New  England 
manufacturing  concerns  or  industrial  plants  for  two  or  three  years 
of  practical  training  with  the  idea  that  these  young  men  will  after- 
ware^  return  to  their  own  country  with  a  knowledge  of  American 
methods,  machinery,  and  products,  and  thus  ultimately  strengthen  the 
commercial  ties  between  the  United  States  and  Chile.  The  project 
was  very  carefully  investigated  by  a  committee  of  the  chatnber  of 
commerce,  which  found  that  only  a  comparatively  few  industrial 
plants  in  New  England  now  provide  for  training  Ajnerican  students 
along  the  lines  contemplated  by  the  Chilean  Government  and  that 
these  courses  could  be  extended  to  include  forei^  students  as  well. 
The  committee  suggested  that  the  plan  has  possibilities  sufficient  to 
insure  success  if  placed  upon  a  broader  basis. 

At  the  Second  National  Foreign  Trade  Convention,  held  in  St. 
Louis  January  21,  and  22,  1915,  Prof.  Jravmiah  W.  JenkSj  of  the 
school  of  commerce,  accounts,  and  finanoe,  of  New  York  University, 
in  discussing  commercial  education  for  foreign  trade,  placed  emphasis 
upon  this  very  problem.  Prof.  Jenks  stated : 

•  •  •  What  I  suggest  Is  this:  that  you  take  from  your  own  establishments 
men  who  are  already  well  trained  so  far  as  their  general  education  Is  concerned, 
men  whom  you  trust,  whom  yon  believe  are  the  ones  you  want  to  send  abroad 
In  responsible  positions.  Keep  them  employed  In  your  work  on  half  time;  say 
half  a  day  at  a  time ;  or,  If  you  like,  continuously  for  half  a  year ;  and  the  rest 
of  their  time  let  them  devote  to  specific  study  in  educational  Institutions  of  sntn 
Jects  a}ong  the  lines  you  wish  to  have  than  trained  in.  Or,  If  yon  have  not  pJSt 
tlie  men  you  wish,  why  would  It  not  be  a  wise  plan  to  say  to  the  educational 
Institutions :  "  If  you  will  supply  me  men  of  tlie  right  caliber  I  will  agree  to  pay 
them,  say,  ^GO  a  month  for  the  time  being  for  half  of  their  time.  They  shall 
come  into  my  establLshment  In  the  forenoons  and  do  work  there,  being  shifted 
from  department  to  department  during  a  period  of  three  or  four  years,  until  they 
understand  my  business  as  well  as  It  can  be  undcratood  by  an  able  young  man 
in  that  length  of  time.  The  rest  of  their  time,  afternoons  and  evenings,  shall  be 
devoted  to  specific  study  along  lines  that  I  shall  arrange  with  you,  so  as  to  glye 
them  the  fundamental  training  they  need."   •   •  • 

Prof.  Jenks's  plan  is  the  broader  proposal  of  the  Boston  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  which  suggested  that  before  such  opportunities  can 
be  offered  foreign  students  similar  arrangements  must  be  provided 
for  American  young  men. 

Cooperation  of  Industrial  Establishments  and  Stw  York  ITslverslty. 

New  York  University  has,  in  fact,  opened  a  course  in  fcoeign 
trade,  and  a  ^To<^  of  large  industrial  establidimeats  have  agreed  to 
employ  in  thor  <mcea  three  to  four  men  <m  part  time  for  ei^t  "ft^"*^ 
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in  a  year.  These  men  will  devote  part  of  their  time  to  the  university 
course.  During  the  other  four  months  they  are  to  be  given  whatever 
employment  their  employers  consider  advantageous.  The  course  is 
primarily  for  graduate  students,  but  it  is  proposed  that  a  youn^  man 
recommended  by  manufacturers,  merchants,  or  exporters  will  be 
permitted  to  enter  even  if  he  has  not  attended  college.  The  course 
as  outlined  covers  four  years.  The  men  are  to  be  given  a  grounding 
in  at  least  two  foreign  languages.  Elementary  instruction  will  be 
given  during  the  first  year,  followed  by  more  detailed  studies  in  for- 
eign trade,  such  as  marine  insurance,  commercial  laws,  financing  for- 
eign trade,  and  exchange.  The  fourth  year  will  be  devoted  to  actual 
work  in  a  foreign  field. 

Teohnleal  Training  for  Foreign  Stndentt. 

Prof.  Leo  S.  Rowe,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  has  just  re- 
turned from  South  America  much  impressed  with  the  desirability  of 
an  arrangement  by  which  young  South  Americans  may  secure  posi- 
tions in  large  American  manufacturing  establishments  in  order  to 
gain  practical  experience.  At  his  suggestion,  the  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce has  called  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  heads  of  14  lai^e 
American  concerns,  and  in  a  few  days  the  results  of  this  preliminary 
canvass  will  be  published  in  Commerce  Beposts.  At  the  same  time 
a  definite  announcement  will  ,  be  made  of  the  plan  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  in  operation  for  bringing  to- 
gether tlie  young  Latin  Americans  desiring  American  technical  train- 
ing and  the  American  firms  that  have  facilities  for  furnishing  such 
training. 


AHEBICAK  CONSXriAE  OFFIGEBS  ON  LSAVE  Of  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Port. 

Expfrn- 
tloi)  of 
voTiue. 

Address. 

Sfio  Panlo.  Braill  

Amoy,  Chlia.  

Doc.  31 

...do  

Doc.  15 

...do  

Jan.  i\ 
Jan.  1 
Doc.  31 

Dm.  3 

Deparlmcnt  of  Stale, Washington,  D.C. 
Do. 

^^ssocialion  of  tlio  B.w  of  the  Clly  oC 

New  York,  N'pw  Yori  City, 
ffn  (ioodrlc'h  .Vvonue,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Dopnnment  of  State iWasbington.D.C. 
Iiewo'i,  Uel. 

Branch  ofTco,  Bureau  of  FoteiEn  and 
Doinostfc  CommercA,  Now  York, 
S.  Y. 

Ulnorary  being  airangod. 

Pawson,  William  

Pock,  Willys  li  

nosarto,  Armntlna.... 

Fort  Erie,  Canada..... 
Buenos  Aires,  Argon- 
tlna. 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  ToTk,  Eoom  409  United  States  Cnstomhoase ;  Boston,  eighteenth  Soor 
Vnited  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Bolldlng;  St.  Lonis,  402  Third 
Katlonal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Clereland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
laeroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Conuneroe;  Los  Angles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Plilladelphla,  Oliamber  of  Ooumeree. 
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CENTBAUZINO  HOKOITnU'S  PUBUC  BUHBXHOS. 

lA.  H.  Stephens,  correspondent,  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  Oct.  19.] 

The  Civic  Center  idea  is  rapidly  becoming  an  actuality  in  Hono- 
lulu, the  Outdoor  Circle,  an  orgiinization  of  some  500  women,  having 
■worked  ince-ssantly  for  several  years  with  this  object  in  view.  It  is 
now  believed  that  tlie  new  Federal  Building  will  be  placed  on  what 
is  known  as  the  Irwin  site,  directly  opposite  the  Executive  Building 
(formerly  the  royal  palace). 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Works  of  the  Territory  of  Hawaii, 
with  the  approval  of  Gov.  Pinkham,  will  follow  out  the  same  plan 
with  contemplated  additions  to  the  Territorial  grounds.  Capitol 
Square,  in  the  center  of  which  is  the  Executive  Building,  also  con- 
tains the  Archives  Building  and  a  wooden  structure  known  as  the 
Bungalow.  It  is  proposed  to  raze  the  Bungalow  and  to  erect  in  its 
stead  a  three-story  edifice  for  tiie  use  of  the  Tarious  land  depart- 
ments, including  the  Registrar  of  Conveyances,  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral, the  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands,  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Works.  In  the  same  square  a  "  commission  "  building  will  be 
erected  to  house  the  many  commissions  that  are  part  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Territory.  It  will  contain  a  large  central  hall,  which 
will  be  available  for  public  meetings,  with  smaller  office  rooms  for  the 
use  of  the  commisGdons. 
The  "Center"  WiU  Corer  SeTeral  Blocki. 

It  will  be  the  work  of  the  next  legislature  to  make  the  necessary 
appropriations  for  these  buildings.  At  its  last  session  $40,000  was  set 
aside  for  the  r^air  of  the  Executive  Building  and  the  restoration  of 
the  grounds.  This  work  is  now  nearing  completion. 

With  the  Executive  Building  as  a  nucleus,  the  Civic  Center  as 
proposed  will  cover  several  city  clocks.  Adjoining  the  proposed  site 
tor  the  Federal  structure  is  the  Judiciary  Building,  whose  grounds 
will  be  beautified  as  soon  as  work  is  completed  in  Capitol  Square. 
Back  of  the  Executive  Building  is  the  new  National  Guard  Armory, 
while  it  is  contemplated  by  the  government  of  the  city  of  Honolulu 
to  erect  a  modern  structure  on  another  side  of  the  square.  The  fourth 
side  is  well  taken  care  of  by  the  handsome  public-library  structure. 
Plans  are  afoot  for  the  expenditure  of  $14,000  in  completing  the 
interior  of  the  armory,  that  sum  having  be^  appropriated  by  tiie 
last  legislature  for  fitting  out  company  rooms  and  making  other 
needed  additions. 


SnOAB  KACHIKEBY  FOR  BABBABOS. 

[Conaal  Chester  W.  HarUn,  Bridgetown,  Barbados,  B.  W.  I..  Oct  2S.1 

A  Barbados  planter  has  just  purchased  in  the  United  States  ma- 
chinery for  a  complete  modem  sugar  mill  to  be  delivered  in  time 
for  handling  next  year's  crop.  The  purchaser  went  to  New  York 
and  has  expressed  himself  as  greatly  pleased  with  both  the  ma- 
chinery and  the  price  at  which  it  was  obtained.  Other  purchases 
will  undoubtedly  follow. 


Sword  fishing  has  been  active  on  the  Nova  Scotia  coast,  fishing 
otherwise  being  quiet 
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OBOWING  USE  OF  AUTOMOBILES  IN  CXTBA. 

[CohbuI  p.  UerrlU  Orlffltli,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Oct.  22.] 

There  is  a  constantly  increasing  demand  for  automobiles  in  Santi- 
ago and  throughout  this  consular  district.  Most  of  the  city  nnd 
suburbfiii  roads  are  macadamized  and,  although  made  several  years 
ago,  are  in  excellent  condition  for  either  business  or  pleasure. 
-  Ninety  per  cent  of  the  cars  already  in  use  are  of  American  manu- 
facture, the  remainder  being  chiefly  Italian  and  French.  While  n 
fair  number  of  high-priced  automobiles  are  owned  here,  the  greatest 
demand  in  this  section  is  for  a  low  or  medium  price,  strongly  built 
car  with  a  serviceable  hood  for  protection  against  the  heavy  rains 
as  well  as  the  sun. 

On  account  of  the  excellent  condition  of  the  roads  in  this  city  and 
vicinity,  the  low  freight  rates,  the  popularity  of  American  cars,  and 
the  excellent  local  financial  conditions,  now  is  the  time  for  American 
manufacturers  to '  make  arrangements  for  the  extension  of  their 
trade  in  this  section  of  Cuba.  Of  course,  the  most  satisfactory  way 
to  do  this  is  to  send  out  competent  representatives  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  trade  conditions  and  the  customs  of  the  people  and- 
tnoroughly  conversant  with  the  Spanish  language. 

[Official  American  stntlsticn  sliow  tlie  following  slilpmcnts  of  motor  vehicles 
from  the  United  Stntes  to  nli  Culm  in  the  last  two  fiscnl  years:  Commercial 
automobiles— 1914,  10  vehicles,  value  $33,500;  1915.  21  vehlc-los.  value  $34.G07. 
Passenjier  nutomobiies— 1914,  297  cars,  value  ?::54,428;  1915,  1,359  curs,  vahie 
$745,695.  Auto  parts— 1914,  value  $48,217;  1915,  value  $101,429.  Tlie  nd- 
dresscs  of  five  Santlnso  lnu)orters  of  motor  cars  and  ncces-sories  may  Ik*  ob- 
tained from  the  liurciiu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch 
ofilces;  refer  to  file  Xo.  68291.] 


PEAT  AS  A  FUEL  FOB  BOILEBS. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amstcrdnm,  Netherlands,  Oct.  14.1 

The  scarcity  of  coal  in  the  Netherlands  since  the  war  bc^rnn  has 
led  to  search  and  inc^uiry  in  all  directions  for  relief  by  tlie  use  of 
substitutes  or  otherwise.  [The  Netherlands  uses  vast  (juantities  of 
foreign  coal  yearly.  In  1913  the  imports  totaled  '■2'2A'2d,iS0  tons;  in 
1914,  17,940,325  tons.']  Along  this  line,  an  Amsterdam  newspaper 
prints  an  extract  from  a  scientific  journal  stating  that  "  turfpocder  " 
(peat  in  a  powdery  form)  has  long  been  used  in  Sweden  as  a  fuel 
for  stationaty  boilers,  and  that  recent  experiments  in  that  countiy 
with  railroad  locomotive  boilers  show  that  1:^  tons  of  peat  powder 
equal  1  ton  of  the  best  English  coal  for  steaming  purposes. 

This  leads  the  Amsterdam  newspaper  to  remark  that  according  to 
estimates  the  peat  moors  of  the  Netherlands  contain  at  the  prosont 
time  fully  100,000  million  kilos  (about  100,000,000  long  tons)  of 
ready-to-burn  peat,  which  is  equivalent  to  about  75,000,000  tons  of 
best  English  coal,  according  to  the  Swedish  experiment,  and  that 
this  fuel  is  immediately  available.  The  newspaper  adds  that  the 
price  of  "burgerturf  "  (a  sliort,  hard  peat  burning  a  long  time)  is 
11  to  13  florins  ($4.42  to  $5.23)  per  ton,  wliile  the  best  English  coal 
costs  IG  florins  ($6.43). 

[The  peat  Industry  of  the  Amsterdam  district  was  described  in  Dally  Consu- 
lar and  Trade  Reports  for  February  19,  1914.] 
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INCREASED  VBJiW  ^<3SBL  SEAKISE  AGKIdTLTUSAL  FBOBUCTS. 

[Coiisvl  Genval  CktI  Ball^  Hunt,  Ba>csl<»iBj  Oet  <.] 

A  meeting  of  the  principal  Spanish  sugar  manufacturers  has  been 
recentljf  held  to  study  the  outlining  of  zones  for  sugar-beet  growing 
in  Spam  and  to  fix  the  price  of  the  beets.  Owing  to  the  general  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  agricultural  products  the  price  oi  the  si^ar 
beets  was  raised  from  35  pesetas  ($6.30)  to  40  pesetas  ($7.20)  a 
metric  ton  of  2^04.62  pounds,  the  extra  5  pesetas  ($0.90)  being 
credited  to  the  profit  of  the  grower.  The  actual  selling  price  of 
sugar  will  consequently  rise,  but  to  what  extent  has  not  been 
decided  upon. 

Some  public  sentiment  against  the  increase  in  the  price  of 
comestibles  of  domestic  production  has  manifested  itself  in  various 
quarters  and  an  effort  is  being  made  to  have  the  Government  inter- 
vene for  the  protection  of  consumers.  In  September,  1914,  sugar 
was  sold  in  this  district  at  83.50  pesetas  ($15.03)  per  100  kUos 
(220.462  lbs.)  on  the  condititm  that  retailers  limit  sales  to  5  sacks, 
of  60  kilos  (132.277  lbs.)  each.  Now  the  price  is  90  pesetas  ($16.20) 
per  100  kilos  and  the  limitation  is  removed. 

The  same  conditions  exist  in  regard  to  other  products.  Beans,  which 
last  year  were  sold  at  52  pesetas  ($9.36)  per  100  kilos,  cost  this  year 
68  pesetas  ($12.24) ;  rice  has  risen  from  35  pesetas  ($6.30)  to  47 
pesetas  ($8.46) ;  domestic  lentils  from  54  pesetas  ($9.72)  to  80  pesetas 
($14.40) ;  onions  from  12  pesetas  ($2.16)  to  25  pesetas  ($4.50) ;  and 
potatoes  from  10  pesetas  ($1.80)  to  14  pesetas  ($2.52).  This  advance 
in  prices  coincides  strangely  enough  with  unusually  abundant  local 
crops  of  these  products,  an  exceptional  rainfall  which  injured  the- 
vineyards  having  been  highly  beneficial  to  truck  farms  and  vege- 
table gardens,  ft  is  hoi>ed  here  that  the  Government  will  find  some 
means  to  relieve  a  situation  of  far-reaching  importance. 


AGBICUI.IITBE  IN  SPAIH. 

[Consul  Bobertsoi)  Boney,  Madrid,  Oct.  IK.] 

The  Madrid  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  the  current  issue  of  its 
official  publication,  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  of  Spain's  19,500,- 
000  population  4,000,000  are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits — about 
21  per  cent.  The  area  of  Spain  is  121,630,395  acres.  Of  these  59,305,- 
054  are  devoted  to  pasturage  and  uplands,  39,536,703  to  cereals  and 
vegetables,  8,648,654  to  the  olive  and  grape  industry,  and  6477,610  to 
nonspecified  products. 

The  total  annual  value  of  Spain's  agricultural  products  is  4,800,- 
000,000  pesetas  (peseta  is  the  equivalent  of  about  19.6  cents  Ameri- 
can). The  compiler  adds  that  this  figure  would  probably  be  5,000,- 
000,000  pesetas  if  data  were  available  as  to  wool,  honey,  cheese, 
manure,  milk,  etc 


During  September  112  steamers,  1  sailer,  and  2  yachts  ent»^  the 
port  of  Santos,  Brazil — 45  imder  the  Brazilian  flag,  22  the  Briti^, 
11  the  Frenchj  11  the  Italian,  and  26  under  other  flags.  Only  two 
flew  the  American  ensign.  Of  the  total  tonnage,  reports  Charles  L. 
Latham,  Brazilian  vess^  represented  30,617  tons  ana  foreign  241,517 
tons. 
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DAIKY  PEOBTTCTS  XV  OLASGOW  AHD  WEST  OF  SCOTLAITD. 

{Consul  J.  H.  McConn.  Olasgow,  Seotland,  Sept  23.] 

In  the  Scottish  milk  trade,  the  purchase  unit  is  tiie  gallon,  and  the 
price  varies  according  to  the  seas(xi  of  the  year  and  the  situation  of 
the  farm  relative  to  the  consuming  market.  In  the  case  of  dairy 
farms  adjacent  to  towns  and  in  populous  industrial  districts,  the 
retail  price  varies  from  20  cents  per  gallon  in  summer  to  32  or  36 
cents  per  gallon  in  winter,  according  to  the  district. 

Within  recent  years  creameries  and  cheese  factories  have  been  es- 
tabli^ed  in  the  various  distrid,s,  and  these  very  often  serve  as  col- 
lecting depots  for  sweet  milk,  which  is  then  sent  into  the  consuming 
centera.  The  use  of  steam  wagois  for  this  purpose  is  proving  highly 
economical  when  compared  with  railway  charges.  Most  of  utem 
creameries  are  worked  on  the  cooperative  system,  and  although  the 
price  obtained  by  the  supporting  farmers  may,  in  the  first  instance, 
be  less  than  that  obtainable  by  private  <»ntract,  the  results  in  the 
long  run  are  usually  more  satisfactory. 

The  production  of  milk,  butter,  and  cheese  by  dairy  farmers  in 
Glasgow  and  the  west  of  Scotland  has  shown  a  decided  increase  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  Formerly  the  tendency  was  in  many  cases 
toward  producing  milk  alone.  The  war,  however,  has  brought  about 
a  ri^  in  the  prices  of  milk,  butter,  and  cheese,  particularly  of  the  last 
nlentioned. 

Xhiton  Holstefn  Cattle  Finding'  Faror — ^Feeding  and  Labor. 

In  the  production  of  milk,  cows  of  the  dairy  shorthorn  and  Ayr- 
shire breeds  are  conddered  tiie  best  in  this  district,  and  as  the  ram- 
fall  is  greater  than  in  the  eastern  and  southern,  sections  dairy  farms 
are  chiefly  under  grass.  Recently  tJie  Dutch  Holstein  cattle  have 
been  finding  favor  with  Scotch  dairy  farmers,  the  output  of  milk 
being  very  satisfactory. 

The  cost  of  feeding  cows  throughout  the  year  at  present  may  be 
averaged  at  $3.66  per  week.  For  farm  labor  {which  is  now  scarce) 
the  prices  have  increased  during  the  war.  The  average  wage  now 
for  a  married  dairyman  is  from  $6.07  to  $7.29  per  week,  including 
free  house,  garden,  meal,  and  potato^  The  wages  of  dairymaids 
va^  from  ^16.80  to  $145.98  per  annum. 

BomQ  indication  of  the  rise  in  prices  of  feeding  stuffs  is  seen  when 
it  is  considered  that  prior  to  the  war  linseed  cake  (American)  per  ton 
of  2,240  pounds  was  about  $45.01,  or  $9.73  less  than  present  rate.  The 
other  feeding  stuffs  have  been  raised  pro  rata. 

An  interesting  result  of  the  war  is  the  great  decrease  in  the  sale  of 
milking  machines.  This  is  due  to  the  increased  expense  of  rubber 
and  the  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  Bussian  oil,  which  was  formerly 
used  as  me  motive  power. 

Spain*!  Wine  and  Grape  Frodnction. 

Figures  submitted  by  Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  of  Barce- 
lona, place  the  1915  production  of  grapes  in  Spain  at  1,790,073  metric 
tons  of  which  1,658,638  tons  were  devoted  to  wine  making,  against 
a  production  of  2,800,010  tons  of  grapes,  2,589,227  tons  of  which  were 
devoted  to  wine  making,  in  1914.  These  figures  would  point  to  a 
denca!  error  in  the  data  submitted  by  the  consul  at  Madrid  and  pub- 
•  lishfid  in  Cobcmbbcb  Befobts  for  October  26,  page  359. 
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dOAB  AHD  OAS  HQHTEBS  FOK  SFAIH. 

[Consul  Perclral  Oswett,  Malagi.  Oct  18.] 

There  would  probably  be  no  market  in  Andalusia  for  any  cigar 
lighter  that  operates  by  turning  a  wheel  with  the  thumb.  These 
lighters  were  formerly  seen  here,  but  are  now  considered  old- 
fashioned,  being  superseded  by  Austrian  and  other  makes  in  which 
by  thumb  pressure  on  a  knob  the  lid  fli^  up  and  produce  the  spark 
that  lights  the  gasoline. 

To  be  salable  here  a  cigar  lighter  should  be  about  2}  inches  long 
by  inches  wide  and  i  inch  deep — about  the  size  of  an  ordinary 
silver  match  box— that  can  be  carried  conveniently  in  the  lower  waist- 
coat or  trousers  pocket,  and  not  of  the  shape  of  a  fountain  pen  and 
carried  like  one  in  the  upper  waistcoat  pocket  with  the  handle 
showing. 

The  sale  of  matches  in  Spain  is  a  Government  monopoly,  so  that 
no  device  by  which  their  purchase  is  avoided  is  permitted  unless  a 
tax  is  paid.  Consequently  each  cigar  lighter  that  is  openly  offered 
for  sale  must  bear  the  Uovemment  mark  stamped  on  it  showing 
that  the  tax  of  2  pesetas  gold  (or  38  cents)  has  been  paid. 

The  best  wax  matches  sold  at  the  estancos  (stores  where  only  to- 
bacco, matches,  and  stamps  are  for  sale)  in  the  south  of  Spain  are 
poor  in  quality  and  cost  almost  2  cents  for  a  box  contaming  50 
matches — a  prohibitive  price  for  the  poorer  classes  of  Spaniards,  who 
have  very  limited  means;  cheaper  matches  at  1  cent  a  box  are  even 
l)oorcr  quality.  So  that  to  avoid  tliis  expense  many  people  manage 
to  obtain  ami  use  cigar  lighters;  but  if  a  lighter  does  not  bear  the 
Govei'nment  stamp  it  would  be  confiscated  and  the  owner  fined  10 
pesetas  (about  $1.1)3).- 

Cigar  lighters  cost  here,  with  the  special  tax  paid,  as  follows: 
White  metal  or  nickel,  !>  pesetas  (about  92  cents) ;  silver,  12  to  25 
pesetas  (about  $2.22  to  $4.03). 

The  usvA  terms  obtained  from  Europcftn  manufacturers  are  three 
to  four  and  sometimes  six  months  from  date  of  bill  of  lading,  and 
sometimes  from  date  of  receipt  of  goods. 

A  gasligliter  would  l)e  a  novelty  in  Spain,  especially  one  with  a 
round  file;  however,  the  same  tax  of  38  cents  would  probably  be 
required  on  each  one  sold,  and  possibly  also  on  each  renewal  of  the 
file,  even  though  it  cost  only  5  cents.  Furthermore,  while  every  man 
here  smokes  cigareftes.  comparatively  few  people  use  gas  for  lighting 
or  cooking,  so  that  the  market  for  these  lighters  would  be  extremely 
limited. 

[Tlie  nanios  oC  tliose  who  rpU  cigar  Ujihtri-s  in  ftfaliiga  con  be  obtained  on 
&p|)licali'>n  to  llio  ISurcaii  of  I'orcipu  and  Doiiio.stic  Oommerce  niul  its  I)ranches; 
leA'i-  to  filo  68.'?09.  CorivsiHUidence  with  Jlolaga  firms  inust  be  ]n  Spanish  to 
be  of  any  use.] 

Blackwood  Timber  of  India. 

The  Bombay  blackwood,  or  rosewood,  {Dalhergia  laiifolia)  of 
soutliei-n  India,  and  its  export  supply  is  described  in  a  new  Grovem- 
ment  bulletin,  priced  at  10  cents  (international  money  order)  by 
the  "  Superintendent  of  Government  Printing,  8  Hastings  Street, 
Calcutta,  India."  The  average  prices  realized  at  some  India  Govern- 
ment sales  of  this  blackwood  is  65  cents  per  cubic  foot  for  dressed 
logs. 
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SUITS  BIOE  CBOP  AND  FBOSPECTS  FOB  HEXT  YEAB. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  UanBen.  Bangkok,  81am.  Bept  0.] 

A  report  on  Siam's  paddy  (rice)  crop  for  1914-15  has  recently 
been  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Lands  and  Agriculture.  According 
to  that  report,  the  total  area  under  cultivation  for  1914^15  was 
5,096,000  acres,  against  5,286,000  acres  for  1913-14,  and  the  total- 
yield  of  paddy  for  the  1914-15  season  was  462,601,768  tons,  com- 
pared with  476,681,416  tons  for  the  preceding  season. 

There  has  been  a  fairly  rapid  increase  in  the  rice  cultivation  in 
Siam  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  Although  no  statistics 
are  available  as  to  the  increase  in  the  area  under  cultivation,  it  is 
definitely  known  that  the  rice  exports  from  Siam  have  more  tha;Q 
doubled  during  that  period.  At  the  same  time,  the  value  of  the  rice 
exported  has  advanced  from  $1.22  to  $2.04  per  picul  (133^  pounds). 
Kethods  of  Cnltiyatlon  and  Varieties  of  Klce. 

The  plowing  and  planting  season  generally  begins  in  April,  when 
the  rain  has  fallen  sufficiently  to  admit  of  "  wet  plowing."  and  con- 
tinues until  the  end  of  the  rainy  season,  in  October.  During  this 
time  several  varieties  of  rice  may  be  cultivated,  ripening  at  different 
dates,  so  that  planting  and  harvesting  can  be  earned  on  successively. 
The  earliest  nee  ripens  in  70  days  and  the  latest  in  about  6  months 
from  the  time  of  sowing,  but  generally  the  harvesting  begins  in 
October  and  lasts  imtil  February  or  March  of  the  following  year. 

More  than  40  varieties  of  rice  are  said  to  be  cultivated  in  Siam, 
but  the  so-called  garden  rice  forms  the  bulk  of  the  rice  that  is  ex- 
ported and  is  the  best  as  to  quality.   The  total  rice  exports  for 

1914- 15  amounted  to  1,226^9  tons,  against  1^14,858  tons  for  the 
preceding  season. 

VredlotiOBi  Segardlitr  Crop  for  Kext  Tear. 

There  was  a  lack  of  rain  during  July  and  early  in  August,  and  in 
several  districts  rice  had  to  be  sown  over  again  two  or  three  times. 
The  planted  rice  showed  "yellow."  However,  during  the  latter  part 
of  August  abundant  rain  fell,  and  the  best  authorities  now  say  that 
at  least  75  per  cent  of  the  average  normal  crop  may  be  realized  for 

1915-  16. 

[A  previous  statement  rcgardlnj;  crop  prospects  la  Slam  was  published  In 
OoMUEBCE  Repokts  for  Sept  17,  1015.] 


SPICES  FROM  GSEHAIU. 

[From  report  of  the  governor  of  Grenada,  Windward  Islands,  published  In  London,  Sep- 
tember, 1915.] 

The  cultivation  of  spices  in  Grenada  is  con0ned  almost  entirely  to 
nutmegs,  with  their  derivative  mace.  The  area  devoted  to  the  culti- 
vation  of  nutmegs  is  not  increasing,  and  has  remained  stationary  for 
years,  owing  to  the  decline  in  prices.  Mace  has  of  late  years  com- 
manded a  relatively  favorable  price,  and  has  had  the  effect  of  mak- 
ing nutmegs  a  profitable  crop.  Although  the  area  devoted  to  the 
cultivation  has  not  been  extended,  the  <Hitput  of  the  island  has  stead* 
ily  increased  during  the  past  ten  years,  and  has  just  doubled  during 
the  decade.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  mat  the  crop  of  a  nutmeg  tree 
tends  to  increase  steadily  with  the  age  of  the  tree.  The  production 
last  season  was  1^72^40  pounds,  while  four  years  ago  it  was  909,280 
pounds. 
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A  ZTEW  FEAT-DISTILLATION  PROCESS. 

IConml  Charles  A,  Uolder,  London,  ESoglaDd,  Oct  18.] 

A  new  process  for  the  distillation  of  peat  has  recently  been  pat- 
ented in  Great  Britain  and  other  countries  by  which  coke,  fuel  oil, 
toluol,  ammonia,  paraffin  wax,  and  acetone  are  obtained  in  sufficient 
quantities  and  of  such  high  grade  as  to  prove  of  great  value.  The 
process  has  been  in  practical  operation  now  some  six  months  and 
seems  to  promise  to  revolutionize  the  peat  industry  and  to  furnish 
sources  of  fuel  oil  to  tlie  British  Navy  which  may  possibly  make  it 
independent  of  foreign  oils. 

Peat,  as  taken  from  the  peat  beds,  contains  from  80  to  90  per  cent 
of  water  and  is  of  a  fibrous  cellular  structure  so  that  by  hydraulic 
pressure  it  is  possible  to  lower  the  water  content  only  slightly.  An 
important  part  of  the  new  process  is  a  macerator  that  breaks  up  the 
fibrous  cellular  tissue  and  thus  allows  a  more  complete  separation  of 
the  water.  After  passing  through  the  macerator  the  broken  peat  is 
compressed  into  briquets,  whicli  are  dried  until  they  contain  not 
more  than  25  per  cent  of  moisture,  and  then  fed  into  a  hopper  from 
which  they  pass  into  the  retort. 

Betort  the  Basts  of  the  Patent. 

The  retort,  thoiich  very  simple,  is  the  basis  of  the  patent.  It  con- 
tains several  chambers  where  different  degrees  of  heat  are  applied. 
In  the  first  a  temperature  of  300**  C.  (572'*  F.)  is  used  for  driving 
out  the  moisture  remaining  in  the  peat.   In  the  next  chamber  the 

temperature  is  about  4r)0*'  C.  (842*^  F.),  and  here  decomposition  of 
the  peat  takes  place.  In  the  last  chambers  the  temperature  runs  up 
to  600  or  800°  C.  (1,112  to  1,472°  F.),and  the  oil  and  water  are  volatil- 
ized. By  means  of  a  worm  screw,  briquetted  peat  is  passed  in  at  one 
end  of  the  retort  and  peat  charcoal  is  discharged  continuously  at 
the  other  end,  while  from  the  various  chambers  the  oil,  water,  am- 
monia, etc.,  are  dra^vn  oil  in  the  form  of  vapor  and  removed  from 
longer  contact  with  the  heat. 

After  leaving  the  chambers  the  vapoi-s  pass  through  a  condensing 
system  which  is  so  arranged  that  the  heavy  oil  collects  at  one  place 
and  the  water  and  light  oil  in  the  form  of  vapor,  together  with  some 
combustible  gases,  collect  in  another  place.  The  combustible  gases  are 
separated  from  the  water  and  oil  and  are  utilized  in  keeping  up  the 
temperature  of  the  retort,  after  it  has  obtained  its  initial  heat  from 
coal,  and  tliey  are  ordinarily  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  subsequent 
processes  without  the  addition  of  any  further  coal. 

Coke  of  Special  Value  for  Steel — By-products. 

The  coke  obtained  by  this  process  contains  92  per  cent  carbon,  1  per 
cent  moisture,  1.3  per  cent  volatile  matter,  and  5.7  per  cent  ash,  and 
is  very  hard.  It  can  be  left  with  a  larger  percentage  of  moisture,  and 
in  this  way,  since  it  is  softer,  it  can  be  used  as  fuel  for  domestic  pur- 
poses. Its  chief  value,  however,  is  in  the  manufacture  of  steel,  owing 
to  its  wonderful  hardness  and  the  high  percentage  of  carbon  con- 
tained. Various  steel  makers  have  certified  to  its  great  value  for  this 
purpose.  From  a  ton  of  peat  nearly  one-third  of  a  ton  of  coke, 
valued  at  25  to  30  shillings  ($6.08  to  $7.30)  is  obtained. 

The  oil  promises  to  be  particularly  u^fiil  as  a  fuel  because  of  its 
low  sulphur  content.  An  examination  of  the  oil  showed  it  to  be  a 
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most  satisfactory  snbstitute  for  petroiemn.  The  amount  of  ammonia 

obtained  per  ton  of  peat  is  estimated  at  20  pounds,  with  a  value  of 
1  penny  (2  cents)  or  more  per  pound.  Both  the  oil  and  the  ammonia 
contain  water,  but  this  is  readily  removed  by  the  application  of  heat. 
In  addition  to  these  products  about  20  pounds  of  parafiin  wax,  valued 
at  3  or  4  pence  (6  or  8  cents)  per  pound,  is  obtamed,  and  toluol  and 
acetone;  tne  quantity  and  value  of  the  latter  have  not  yet  been  ascer- 
tained. The  paraffin  wax  is  of  good  quality  and  can  be  employed  for 
candle  making  and  other  purposes. 

With  peat  costing  about  8  shillings  ($1.95)  per  ton  delivered  in 
the  hopper,  dry,  it  is  believed  that  by  this  process  a  profit  of  not  less 
than  15  or  20  shillings  ($3.65  or  $4.87)  per  ton  will  be  obtained;  and 
this  does  not  include  any  allowance  for  the  toluol  and  acetone,  which 
may  prove  to  be  more  valuable  than  all  the  other  products  together. 

DUtferent  XeanltB  Ix  IMffeieat  LoeaJitlei. 

Peat  from  diiferent  localities  gives  different  results,  some  peat  con- 
taining larger  amounts  of  volatile  matter  than  others,  and  some  peat 
having  a  low  nitrogen  content  while  in  others  it  is  hign.  The  yield  of 
oil  from  English  peat  (Yorkshire)  was  26.5  gallons  per  ton.  By 
Taiying  the  conditions  of  distillation  light  or  heavy  oils  may  be 
produced  as  d^ired.  The  yield  of  oil,  gas,  and  ammomum  sulphate 
can  be  controlled  by  reflating  the  len^h  of  time  or  the  degree  of 
heat  to  which  the  peat  is  subjected  in  the  retort. 

Of  the  many  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  utilize  peat  thla 
metihod  is  said  by  many  experts  to  promise  most. 

FOULTBY-EAZSnrO  APFIXAKCES  FOB  ITALT. 

{Cooiol  W.  r.  KeUer.  BMae.  Oct  IB.] 

In  view  of  the  continued  rise  in  the  prices  of  all  food  products, 
many  plans  have  been  formulated  by  the  municipality  of  Rome  and 
by  private  associations  to  combat  the  increasing  cost  of  living.  A 
meeting  was  held  recently  in  Rome  to  form  an  association  for  the 
encouragement  of  poultry  raising  in  Italy.  It  was  stated  that, 
although  this  industry  is  at  present  important  in  this  country,  by  the 
adoption  of  scientific  and  modem  methods  it  would  be  possible  to 
bring  the  Italian  production  of  eggs  and  poultry  up  to  $100,000,000 
a  year.  At  present  the  export  of  these  products  from  Italy  is  pro- 
hibited, but  it  is  proposed  to  organize  societies  in  different  centers 
to  make  preparations  which  will  enable  Italy  to  become  one  of  the 
principal  e^  and  poultry  producing  countries  of  Europe,  so  that 
upon  the  conclusion  of  peace  this  coimtry  may  at  once  enter  the 
world's  markets. 

This  idea  seems  to  have  found  general  favor,  and  if  carried  out  will 
open  up  a  larjge  market  in  Italy  for  incubators,  coops,  brooders,  and 
poultry  appliances  and  supplies.  Offers  should  be  made  in  the 
Italian  la^uage  to  the  Comitato  Agricolo  di  Roma,  26  Piazza  S. 
I^efano  del  Cacco,  Bome,  Italy. 


Retail  Ice  Cream,  a  Bacteriological  Study,"  a  new  Agricultural 
bulletin,  may  be  had  for  5  cents  from  the  Superintoidait  of  Docu- 
ments, Washington,  D.  C 
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TOEOHAUA  SPECIE  BASX  STATKHGBHT. 

At  the  meeting  of  ^areholders  on  September  10,  1915,  to  receive 
the  report  and  accounts  of  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  for  the  first 
half  of  the  current  year  an  address  was  delivered  by  the  bank's 
president,  Mr.  Inouye,  who  stated : 

The  country's  foreign  trade  for  the  term  shows  a  general  decrease  both  in 
exports  and  Imports.  In  addition  to  tlie  suppiy  of  munitions  of  war  to  the 
friendly  powers,  the  exports  to  Great  Britain,  India,  and  Australia  increased 
considerably,  and  this  fact  had  the  effect  of  offsetting  the  decrease  in  exports 
to  the  United  States  and  China.  Imports  from  China  and  Australia  increased, 
though  not  remarkably,  but  there  was  a  decline  In  the  imports  from  Great 
Britain,  France,  Germany,  and  Austria-Hungary. 

The  value  of  exports  from  Japan  during  the  term  amounted  to  300,914,017 
yen  ($149,855,180),  and  of  imports  to  288,742,534  yen  ($143,793,782),  making  a 
total  of  589.656,551  yen  ($293,048,962).  Compared  with  the  corresponding 
periotl  of  last  year,  exports  showed  a  decrease  of  ll,155,(i57  yen  ($5,555,517), 
and  imports  of  93,991,182  yen  ($46,807,609),  a  total  decrease  of  105,146,839  yen 
($52,363,126).  The  fact  remains  that  the  foreign  trade  during  the  term  re- 
sulte4l  in  an  excess  of  exports  over  Imports  amounting  to  12,171,483  yen 
($6,001,398).  This  Is  a  matter  for  congratulation  in  so  far  as  Japaa*s  debts 
to  foreign  countries  are  concerned. 

Business  Favorable  for  First  Half  of  Current  Year. 

The  business  of  the  Specie  Bank  for  the  term  was  rather  favorable,  compared 
with  the  first  six  months  of  1914,  in  spite  of  the  marked  decrease  in  the 
country's  foreign  trade  referred  (o  above,  ('ommerclal  bills  sold  nml  for- 
warded from  Japan  abroad  nmnunteil  to  128.210.000  ven  ($63,848,580).  while 
those  purchased  were  153,680,000  yen  ($76,532,640),  n  total  of  281,890,000  yen 
($140,381,220).  Compared  with  tlie  curre.'Si>oiullng  ]>eriOd  of  lost  year  there 
was  a  decrease  of  2,370,000  yen  ($1,180,261)). 

The  FTOBs  profits  of  the  bank  for  the  past  half  year.  Including  1,835,248  yen 
(.'5004.9.53)  brought  forward,  amounted  to  19,885,045  yen  ($9,902,752),  of  which 
10,340,421  yen  ($8,140..517)  has  been  deducttnl  for  Interest,  taxes,  current 
cxpens*^,  rebates  tui  l>il!s  current,  bad  and  doubtful  debts,  bonuses  for  oflioers 
and  clerks,  etc.,  leaving  a  balance  of  3,o38,624  yen  ($1,762,235)  for  appro- 
priation. 

The  directors  now  propose  that  400,000  yen  ($199,200)  be  added  to  the 
reserve  fund  and  recommend  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per  annum, 
which  will  absorb  1,800,000  yen  ($896,400). 

From  the  balance  sheet  preisente*!  tlie  following  figures  are  extracted: 
I. labilities— capital  (paid-up),  30.(H)0.000  yen  ($14,940,000);  reserve  fund, 
19.600.0()0  yen  (.$9,700,800);  deposits  (current,  fixed,  etc.),  163.453.007  yen 
($81,400,892).  As.sets— cash  account.  34.SS.5.1J31  yen  ($17,373,194)  ;  bullion  and 
loreign  money,  5,124,358  yen  ($2,551,930) ;  total  assets,  324,378,700  yen 
($161,540,637). 


LEGATION  WANTS  TBADE  TOTTKNALS  AND  CATALOOITES. 

[American  Minlator  William  II.  Qorntbrook,  Bangkok,  Slam,  Sept.  29.1 

There  has  been  appearing  in  the  Bangkok  Daily  Mail  the  followinft 
notice  relating  to  the  commercial  reading  room  wliich  it  is  proposed 
to  open  at  the  American  legation: 

From  October  1  there  will  l>e  established  at  the  United  States  Legation  a 
commercial  reading  room  for  the  purpose  of  providing  merchants  and  im- 
porters In  Slam  with  reliable  data  concerning  American  manufacturers,  com- 
mission houses,  and  exporters.  American  newspapers,  trade  journals,  and 
magazines  will  be  kept  on  file. 

As  soon  as  the  legation  is  settled  in  its  new  quarters  this  com- 
mercial reading  room  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  public.  It  is  ho{>ed 
that  many  American  trade  journals  and  newro^apers  and  descriptive 
catalogues  of  American  products  suited  to  the  Siamese  market  will  be 
forwarded. 
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FOBEieir  TBADE  OPFOBTUNXTXES. 

[Where  ■ddreasee  are  omitted  they  ine7  be  obtained  from  the  Baresn  or  Its  1»i«n«sh 

offices.] 

Printera'  and  lithographer^  aupplicB,  No.  19298. — An  American  consular  ofitcer 

in  Spain  reports  that  a  mereliant  dealing  in  printers'  supplies  on  a  com- 
mission basis  is  desirous  of  corresjMinding  ^vitll  iimnufaoturers  of  printing 
inks,  paper,  lithographic  crayons,  ink,  needies,  and  rollers.  Correspond- 
ence in  Spanish  is  pr^erred  but  French  or  Italian  may  be  used. 

Cawttic  soda,  chjoride  of  Ume,  etc.,  No.  19294. — A  commercial  attachfi  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  in  the  Netherlands  reports  ttiat  there  Is  a  de- 
mand in  that  conntry  for  caustic  soda,  chloride  of  Ume,  and  alum  used  by 
cotton  mills  for  bleaching  and  dyeing. 

Water  /liters.  No.  19295. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  an 
importing  firm  in  tiie  Netherlands  desires  quotations  on  water  filters,  with 
the  drop  system.  Quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  c.  i.  f.  Java  are  solicited. 

Corset  materials.  No.  19296. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  business  man 
In  Spain  desires  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  corset  materials  and 
equipment  used  in  making  corsets;  also  such  articles  as  ribs  of  horn  and 
whuiebone,  steels,  hooks  and  eyes  of  all  varieties,  elastic  webbing,  rubber 
for  garters,  buckles,  fasteners  for  same,  brass  eyelets,  and  machinery  for 
Inserting  eyelets,  etc.  Samples,  prices,  and  fuU  Information  are  requested 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Aluminum  vititing  cards.  No.  19297. — The  bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stat- 
ing that  a  man  in  Chile  desires  quotations  and  samples  from  manufac- 
turers of  aluminum  visiting  cards.  Samples  of  the  cards  wanted  are  for- 
warded, and  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Refer 
to  FUe  No.  76.) 

Brewery  tanks.  No.  192!>8. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
France  states  that  a  brewery  desires  to  buy  four  vertical  2-rIng  tanlis,  each 
with  a  capadty  of  about  74  hectoliters  (1,954  gallona),  with  their  accessories, 
and  two  vertical  2-rlng  tanks  with  a  capacity  of  10  hectoliters  (423  gal- 
lons), with  their  accessories.  Tanks  are  to  be  placed  in  a  refrigerating 
room  in  connection  with  a  bottling  plant,  and  should  be  provided  with  a 
water  level  and  Interior  cooling  coils.  They  must  be  of  sheet  Iron  in  order 
to  sttind  a  pressure  of  at  least  three  atmospheres.  Quotations  are  desired 
f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  c.  1.  f.  port  of  destination.  Gorre^ndence  may  be  in 
English. 

Paper,  No.  19299. — A  letter  from  a  man  In  Argentina  states  that  he  desires  to 
establish  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  metal,  tissue,  and 
transparent  paper.  It  is  requested  that  samples  of  the  metal  paper,  giving 
kinds,  colors,  sizes,  and  weight  of  each  leaf  be  sent,  and,  also  samples  of 
waxal,  tissue,  and  transparent  paper  of  various  grades,  from  the  finest  to 
the  most  ordinary,  with  full  Information  be  sent.  Samples  of  the  various 
kinds  of  paper  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  ofiices.  (Refer 
to  File  No.  75.) 

Oooee  guUls,  No.  19300. — A  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce reports  that  a  cigar  and  cigarette  manufacturer  in  Switzerland  de- 
sires to  purchase  a  large  quantity  of  goose  quills  for  Insertion  in  the  ends 
ot  cigars  and  cigarettes.  Samples  of  the  quills  desired  nu^  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  ofBces.  €!orre^ndence  in  French,  If  possible. 
(Refer  to  PUe  No.  843.) 

Red  gum  lumber.  No.  19301. — An  American  consular  officer  In  a  neutral  country 
reports  that  there  is  a  demand  by  a.  government  department  for  red  gum 
lundimr.  It  is  suggested  that  lowest  prices,  and  ver?  best  terms  be  given 
tn  the  eorrespondeuce,  which  should  be  In  Spanish,  and  the  measur^nenta, 
{preferably,  in  the  metric  system. 

Bewing  machine*,  sewer  pipe,  hariware,  etc.,  Na  19302.— A  report  from  an 
American  consular  officer  in  Argentina  states  tliat  a  company  desires  to 
secure  the  exclusive  agency  for  manufacturers  of  sewing  machines,  clay 
sewer  pipe,  hardware,  potatoes,  foodstuffs,  fruits,  and  shoes.  Reference 
given.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
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FR0F0SAI8  FOB  OOVEAHUENT  SUPPLIES  ABS  GOBSTBUCnOM. 

[CorrespondeBce  should  be  direct  with  the  olBceB  named,  and  apeeiflcatlona  can  nsuaUy 
be  obtained  at  the  pointa  where  the  goodB  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  la  "tb  l)e  per- 
formed. IQ  caBCB  where  the  time  limit  la  too  short  to  prrmlt  Unas  to  rabmlt  tcmlers, 
ther  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  oOces  to  receive  notices  callinc 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Buoj/»,  No.  27&1.— Sealed  proposals  wlU  be  received  by  the  llghthonse  Inspector, 
Portland.  Me.,  until  November  29, 1915.  for  furnlsblng  275  spruce  spar  buoys, 
delivered  at  Portland,  Me.  Information  upon  application  to  above  office. 

Construction  worfc.  No.  2785. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
December  28,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical 
equipment,  excepting  lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches)  for  tlie  post  office 
at  Seymour,  Conn.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the 
custodian  of  the  site  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Dredging,  No.  2786. — Sealed  proposals  for  dredging  In  Newark  Bay  and  Passaic 
River,  N.  J.,  will  be  received  at  the  United  States  Engineer's  office,  Room 
802,  Army  Building,  39  Whitehall  Street,  New  York,  N.  T.,  until  Decemb^* 
14, 1915.   Information  on  application  to  the  United  States  Engineer's  office. 

Motor  boat,  ice  Jioiise,  and  cooking  range.  No.  2787. — Sealed  proposals  will  be 
received  by  the  lighthouse  inspector,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  the  purchase  of  one 
motor  boat,  one  Ice  house,  and  one  cooking  range.  Information  on  applica- 
tion to  above  office. 

Construction  work.  No.  2788. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  O.,  untU 
December  30,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical 
equipment  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  post  office  at  St  Peters- 
burg, Fla.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  custodian 
of  the  site,  or  at  the  Supervising  Architect's  office. 

Vavjf  Department  supplies.  No.  2789. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts.  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  December  14,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  following  materials.  Firms 
Interested  therein  .should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and 
Accounts,  giving  the  -schedule  numbers  desired.  Schedule  9011,  cedar. 
Port  Orford,  boat  Iwards;  and  schedule  9020,  white  ash,  oak  logs,  20  Inches 
square,  average  length  30  feet ;  and  uutU  December  7,  1915,  for  sched- 
ule 9012,  reworking  brass  scrap;  schedule  9013,  wrought  pipe;  schedule 
9014,  loud-speakiug  telephone  system;  schedule  9015,  tinned  asparagus, 
tinned  spinach ;  schedule  9016.  white  medium  cotton  canvas;  schedule  9017, 
woodworkers'  lathes,  saw  table  (for  wood) ;  schedule  9018,  marine  water 
tube  boilers ;  ond  scheclule  9019,  woolen  socks. 

Labor  and  material.  No.  2700,- — Sf'alcd  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  tlie  Interior,  Washington.  D.  C,  until  Dei'embor  4,  1915,  for 
furnishing  labor  and  material,  uiitt!ss  otherwise  specified,  which  shall  be 
requiro<l  In  in.stalling  pluniliing,  marble,  tile,  and  terrazzo  work  In  Room 
374  of  the  Patent  Office  Building,  Washington,  D.  C,  In  accordance  with 
plans  and  specifications  for  the  work,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  chief  clcrit  of  the  di^rtmcnt  Proposals  should  be  se- 
curely enveloped  and  marked,  "  Proposals  for  plumbing,  marble,  tlle^  and 
tei'rozzo  work,  Room  374,"  and  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior. 

Subsistence  stores.  No.  2791. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  General 
Depot  of  the  Quartermarster  Coi-ps,  115-123  East  Ontario  Street.  Chicago, 
III.,  Quartcrniiistcr'.s  Depot,  Unlleil  States  Army,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  or  the 
Quartermaster's  Depot,  Unitetl' States  Army,  Ouuiha.  Nebr.,  until  Novem- 
ber 23,  1915,  for  serial  numbers  125,  bacon;  131,  sliced  beef;  205,  sales 
lard ;  201,  pork  sausage ;  2G2,  V.  S:  sau-sage ;  2S7.  beef  tongue. 

Metal  filing  cabinets.  No.  2702. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medi- 
cal Siijiply  Depot,  United  Slates  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  until  November  20.  1915,  for  25  metal  filing  cabinets  for  blanks  ond 
documents,  as  yter  sample  and  siieclflcatlons  at  depot.  Tops  and  rarnlces 
to  bo  made  interchangeable.  Cablnet»  nmst  be  so  constructetl  as  to  per- 
mit of  the  addition  thereto  of  the  staudard  document  file  section.  Gabinetf 
to  be  boxed  sc^iarately  for  shipment 
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DATE  SELECTED  FOB  STABTINQ  NEW  SWEDISH  LINE. 

[AmeTlcnn  Hlolster  Ira  N.  Morris,  Stockbolm,  Oct.  26.] 

Tlie  steamer  Stockholm,  of  the  new  Swedish -American  Steamship. 
Co.,  will  arrive  at  Goteborg  on  December  3,  and  will  depart  on  its 
first  voyage  to  New  York  about  December  11. 


JAFASTESE  BANKER  ON  TOUB  OF  TTNITED  STATES. 

Baron  Elichi  Shibusawa,  a  leading  banker  of  Japan,  who  is  visit- 
ing the  United  States  to  study  banking  facilities  and  to  further 
trade  relations  between  the  two  countries,  has  arrived  in  Seattle, 
Wash.,  with  the  party  of  seven  that  is  accompanying  him  on  his 
tour.  From  Seattle  he  will  proceed  to  Chicago,  arriving  in  the 
Illinois  city  on  November  22.  After  spending  three  days  in  Chicago, 
the  visitors  are  due  in  Pittsburgh  November  25  for  a  two  days  stay; 
Philadelphia  the  27th,  one  day;  New  York,  the  28th;  Boston,  the 
29th,  two  days;  return  to  New  York,  the  30th,  for  five  days;  Wash- 
ington, December  5,  two  days;  Houston,  Tex.j  December  8,  two  days; 
IjOs  Angeles,  December  12,  one  day;  and  will  conclude  the  tour  at 
San  Francisco  on  December  14. 


GOVEBNKENT  SAVINOS  AND  LOAN  FTniTD  IN  SALTADOB. 

IDlarlo  Oflclal,  Oct  16.] 

Official  publication  has  just  been  made  of  a  law  of  Salvador  pro- 
viding for  the  establishment  of  a  stock  company  for  savings  and 
mutual  loans  among  the  employees  of  the  treasury  department. 
Under  the  provisions  of  this  law  the  disbursing  offices  shall  deduct 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  salary  of  each  employee,  to  be  credited  as 
savings  and  to  be  used  as  a  fund  for  loans  to  members  in  time  of  need. 
All  aomin^trative  details  will  be  under  the  direction  of  a  governing 
board.  This  law  is  to  be  put  into  effect  on  January  1, 191C. 
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CAJTASIAK  WHEAT  GREATLY  EXCEEDS  EASLT  ESTIMATES. 

[CoDsul  Oeseral  Frederick  U.  Byder,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Not.  12.] 

The  first  estimate  of  the  wheat  crop  of  Western  Canada  from  an 
authoritative  source  shows  that  it  will  exceed  300,000,000  bushels. 
This  estimate  was  issued  November  10  by  the  Northwest  Grain 
Dealers'  Association.  It  places  the  wheat  figures  for  the  1915  crop 
at  307^80,000  bushels.  Estimates  made  at  the  commencement  of 
harvest  operations  were  considered  extravagant  at  240,000,000  bushels. 

The  quantity  of  wheat  inspected  in  Winnipeg  up  to  November  1, 
108.226,i>00  bushels,  is  over  100  per  cent  more  than  up  to  the  same  date 
last  year.  Four  times  the  amount  held  by  farmers  at  November  1 
last  year  is  in  their  possession  now,  indicating  tliat  the  grain  move- 
ment will  continue  until  the  1016  har\'est  operations  commence. 

The  association's  other  estimates  are:  Oats,  338,995,200  bushels; 
barley,  39,202,000  bushels;  flax,  4,264,000  busliels. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Reat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Nov.  1.1 
Working  24  Honrs  a  Say  In  Floor  HilU  and  on  Farms  of  Alberta. 

AUwrta  will  thrash  more  than  30,000.000  bushels  of  wheat  and 
more  than  70.000,000  bushels  of  oats,  with  other  field  crops  to  corre- 
spond. The  flour  mills  of  Calgai-y  and  other  cities  of  Alberta  are 
working  twenty-four  hours  i>er  day.  Tlie  elevators  and  the  railways 
are  pushed  to  capacity  to  liandle  the  grain.  The  farmers  are,  wher- 
ever tliey  can  secure  the  men.  working  twenty-four  hours  per  day  on 
their  thrashing  operations,  and  the  bulk  of  the  tremendous  yield  will 
probably  be  thrashed  before  the  weather  becomes  severe. 


AUEBICAH  CONSITLAIl  OFTICEES  OTSt  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post 

Explia- 
tlon  <rf 
venae. 

AddnBS. 

Mnynsrd,  T#5ter  

Dawson,  William  

P«jk,  Willys  H  

Mossprsmltli,  fJeorpo  8  

Koborlsou,  W.  lienry  

Rimrio,  AriTpnIina  ... 

Tsiiij-'lau.  (  ulna  

Fori  Krie.  Canada  

Buo.-HK)  Aires,  ArEcti- 
liim. 

Shanghai,  Chiiu  

Dec.  31 
do  .  , . 
Deo.  Ifi 

...do.,.- 
Jan.  31 
Jnn.  1 
Doc.  31 

DM.  3 

Dop&rtment  of  State,  Washlneton,D.C. 

Do. 

A5.iociatIon  of  th«  bar  of  ttia  City  of 

New  York,  New  York  City. 
903  (ioodric!]  Avenue,  St.  Pnul,  ICttm. 
Doparini'ini  of  State,  Washing  ton,  D.C. 

l.ewps.  Del. 

Urancti  oilice,  Buf«iu<rf  Fore^aod 
Domeatic  Commerce,  New  Tork, 
N.  Y. 
Do. 

ANBAITTSIA  OnVE  CROP. 

[CoDsul  Paul  H.  Foster,  Jerez  de  la  Frontera,  Spain,  Oct.  21.] 

Competent  authorities  give  the  increase  in  the  present  crop  of 
olives  over  that  of  1914  as  25  per  cent  for  the  district  of  Jerez  de  la 
Frontera  and  as  50  per  cent  for  the  entire  district  of  Andalusia.  The 
crop  is  needing  rain,  and  the  next  few  weeks  may  produce  an  increase 
or  decrease  in  the  estimates  mentioned  as  well  as  an  effect  on  the 
quality  of  this  year's  crop. 
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NEW  GOYEBNUENT  FTTBLICATIONS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C.,  annAunces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  November  13  tlie  fol- 
lowing new  United  States  GoTemment  publications  of  a  buEfiness 
character,  which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Map  of  Misaissiptn,  Issued  by  the  General  Lnnd  Office,  reprint. — Showing 
topography,  county  lines,  railroads,  public  lands,  etc.   Price,  25c. 

Utilisation  of  Atmospheric  Nitrogen,  Special  Agents  Series  No.  62,  reprint, — 
Work  by  Thomas  H.  Norton,  covering  present  supply  of  nitrogen,  syntbenlc  pro- 
duction of  ammonia,  synthesis  of  nitric  acid  froui  atmospheric  nitrogen  and 
oxygen,  Scfaonherr  and  other  processes,  calcium  cyanamfde  from  atmospheric 
nitrogen,  coal  waste,  and  peat,  etc.   Price,  ISc. 

Financial  Developments  in  South  Amertcan  Coimtries,  Special  Agents  Series 
No.  1(J&,  reprint. — Covers  financial  conditions  In  South  American  countries,  cov- 
ering banking,  government  finances,  emergency  meamires,  etc.   Price,  5c. 

Cotigular  Regulationa  of  Poreiffn  Countries,  Tariff  Series  24,  reprint. — Ini- 
IKjrtant  work  on  shipments  to  foreign  countries,  coverhig  lining  out  of  invoices 
and  other  business  forms,  consular  regulations,  consular  fees,  etc.    Price,  10c. 

Report  of  Selby  Smelter  Commission,  Mines  Bureau  Bulletin  98. — A  volumi- 
nous report  (528  pp.)  on  investigation  of  the  Selby  smelter  plants,  involving 
effect  of  smelter  smoke,  etc.,  conditions  in  vicinity  of  smelting  plants,  and  also 
methods  for  saving  valuable  by-products  in  smelter  sniyke.    Price,  $1,25. 

Digestibility  of  Some  Ajmnal  Fats,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  310. — 
Article  by  C.  F.  Lan;<worthy  on  nature  of  the  diet,  experimental  methods,  diges- 
tion experiments,  etc.    Price.  5c. 

Phoitphate  Rqrk  and  Methods  Proposed  for  Its  Uiiltzation  as  a  Fertiliser, 
Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  312.— Covers  phosi)hate  deposits  in  the  Unitecl 
States  and  use  of  phospliate  rock  !u  the  making  of  fertiliser  materials.   Price,  5c. 

Food  Values  of  Com  and  Corn  I'roducls,  Farmers'  B\illetin  No.  298. — Covers 
structure  and  composition  of  corn,  milling,  cocking,  hullwl  corn,  corn  breakfast 
foods,  pop  corn,  dige.-itibility  of  foods  made  form  corn,  economy,  etc.    Price,  5c. 

Cheese  and  Its  Economical  Uses  in  the  Diet,  Farmers'  Bulletin  487,  reprint. — 
Includes  articles  ou  clieese  making,  description  of  different  varieties  of  clieese, 
care  of  cheese  In  the  liome  and  Its  uses  as  food,  with  many  recipes  for  prepara- 
tion thereof.   Price,  5c. 


OFFICIAL  NXTUBEBS  AWASDEB  HEEGEAKT  VESSEIS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
awarded  to  merchant  steam  screw  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Naviga- 
tion, Department  of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended  November  13, 
1915: 


Nbiiu. 

omcial 
No. 

Bignal 
letters. 

Torn 
Gross. 

lage. 
Net 

Year 
bum. 

Wbmboat 

Home  porL 

Uwris  Adier  

Bfchard  P.  Young... 

213TS6 
213747 
213761 
213752 
3137Q1 

LFQK 
LF(tU 
LFQN 

9 

2,481 

26S 
S,60S 
3,389 

6 

1,494 
1S2 
3,422 
1,980 

1915 
1915 
191S 
1915 
1915 

Wnmlnpton.N.  C. 
Ashtabula,  Ohio. . 
Orassy  Point,  N.Y. 
WUnungton.Det.. 
Camden,  N.  I  

Wilmtagton,  N.  0 
Detroit. 
New  Yorl^. 
Wilmington,  DeL 
Boilon. 

The  number  of  foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American  registry 
under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  since  Juno  30,  1915,  was  20  of 
50,865  gross  tons. 


A  big  sagebrush  plow  exhibited  at  the  Snn  Francisco  Exposition 
is  said  to  be  capable  of  turning  under  thickets  of  brush  6  feet  high. 
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EXPORTS. 

American  condensed  milk  is  being  exported  in  record-breakiiig 
amomits  with  sales  aggregating  37^35,627  pounds  in  the  Bscal  year 
1915,  against  1^  than  one-third  that  amount  in  1911.  Public 
inquiries  for  up-to-date  information  on  the  subject  have  been  so 
numerous  that  the  Bureau  has  prepared  an  advance  statement  show- 
ing the  distribution  of  condensed  milk  fr<»n  the  United  States  to 
the  different  countries. 

Cuba  leads  the  world  among  the  foreign  markets  for  this  Ameri- 
can product,  her  annual  purchases  almost  equaling  the  combined 
sales  to  all  Europe.  Very  large  amounts  are  sold  al^  in  the  Orient, 
chiefly  Japan,  China,  and  the  Philippine  Islanda 

The  following  table  shows  the  leading  markets  in  the  fiscal  year 
1915,  with  a  summarization  for  several  prior  years: 

Exports  of  American  condensed  milk,  1916,  tn  ontfer  of  VMgnilueU. 


Countrlw. 


Cuba  

Krr-'lnnd  

Bi-lRium  

Juj'an  

Nolhcrland«  

I'hilippine  Isloads  

Cliina  

BrtlLih  South  Africa  

Asiniic  Russia.  

I'Anama  

IIoni;koiig  

Mrxico  

rem  


Pounds.  VtltMu 


8, 

3. 
2, 
2, 
2, 
2,  I 
1.  ■ 
1,' 
l,:t 


00 
00 
00 
tX) 

ft) 

00 
00 

oo 

00 

00 
767, 100 


$7(L'i,400 
243.300 
^^l,SOO 
31 S, 700 

iw;,  GOO 

1»3,300 
210, GOO 
12!!,  100 
115.300 
103.' 00 
74,C«> 
«2,300 
47,000 


Coimbki. 


Dratfl  

Jamaica  

Choecn  (KorM)  

BrIiLih  konduna  

Chile  

UoDduras,  Centnl  Amertca 
Other  couutiioa  

Totala;  1913  

19U  

1813  

1912  

19U  


Poonds.  TfthHi 


600,000 
I>52,700 
42^000 
274,  aOO 
K9,00O 
241,.^ 
1,443.800 


K50,700 
44.1)00 
4ft,  200 
24,:XI0 

2i,ono 

20,7m 
120,000 


37,235,600 
10.209,100 
16,  ,'2.',  900 
20,r.42,7O0 

l%iMi,4ao 


3,000,600 
1,341,  lOO 
1,432,»» 
1,651,900 
use, 100 


The  first  three  months  of  the  fiscal  year  1916  were  characterized 
by  a  further  expansion  in  exports  of  condensed  milk.  For  July  the 
total  was  5,17*2.800  pounds;  for  August,  7,013,600  pounds;  and  for 
September,  9,780,200  pounds,  making  the  sales  in  three  months 
22,002,100  pounds,  or  more  than  those  tot  the  year  1912. 

Imports  of  frcsli  and  condensed  milk  in  1915  aggregated  $2,556,800 
and  are  now  averaging  about  $225,000  per  month. 


WHEAT  SmPHENTS  FBOH  TSINOTAU  TO  JAPAN. 

[Translation  from  Japanese  cewspappr  at  Tstastau,  Cblna,  forwarded  by  Consul  Willys  B. 

I'eck,  Sept.  30.] 

In  the  freight  that  entered  Tsingtau  over  the  Shantung  Bailway 
during  August  wheat  and  Chinese  coins  reached  the  highest  values. 
Wheat  flour  and  other  cereals  ranked  next.  The  expoi"t  of  wheat 
and  Chinese  coins  will  be  reduced  to  much  smaller  figures  in  the 
future. 

At  the  end  of  August  there  were  63,821  bags  of  wheat  (about 
5,289  metric  tons)  in  the  warehouses  at  Kobe,  Japan,  all  exported 
from  Tsingtau,  and  valued  approximately  at  $171,257.  Taking  into 
account  the  wheat  exported  in  the  early  part  of  September,  the  tottd 
export  since  June  is  said  to  amount  to  20,000  tons.  The  price  of 
Japanese  wheat  is  weak,  and  firms  holdiiig  large  quantities  are 
seriously  affected. 
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HONOKOHG  KASKET  FOB  AlCEKIGAN  SPONGES. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  B.  Carleton,  Hoi^kons,  Sept.  SO.] 

Practically  all  of  Hongkong's  present  supply  of  sponges  is  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain,  although  the  origin  is  Turkey.  These 
Turkish  sponges  are  chemically  bleached  with  oxalic  and  hydro- 
chloric acid,  with  the  result  that  they  rot  quickly  and  their  sale  is 
somewhat  limited  in  the  colony.  The  natural  bleached  sponge  is 
not  to  be  found  on  the  market,  or,  at  least,  the  supply  is  very  ^all 
indeed,  and  no  doubt  American  sponges  would  soon  l)ecome  popular. 

The  Hongkong  consulate  general  is  informed  that  the  best  Ameri- 
can sponge  for  this  market  would  be  the  sheep's  wool  of  medium 
size.  The  Philippine  Islands  produce  a  sort  of  a  grass  sponge 
which  is  used  principally  for  industrial  purposes,  and  tliere  ought  to 
be  a  fairly  ready  market  for  this  class  in  Doth  Hongkong  and  Canton. 
There  is  a  fair  supply  of  rubber  sponges  of  American  origin  for  sale 
and  these  are  more  or  less  popular,  since  the  consumer  does  not  take 
readily  to  the  artificially  bleached  sponge. 

[A  list  of  possible  Hongkong  sponge  buyers  may  be  obtnined  from  the  Barenu 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  C3omnierce  or  Its  branch  offices;  refer  to  file  No. 
GS347.  Only  negligible  quantities  of  domestic  sponges  have  been  shipped  from 
the  United  States  to  Hongkong  In  the  past.  Official  American  statistics  show 
csiwrts  of  but  1,436  pounds,  value  $SG7,  In  tlie  fiscal  year  1913;  40  pounds, 
value  $24,  In  1914 ;  and  63  pounds,  value  $43,  In  1915.  The  American  shipments 
to  all  countries  in  tlie  years  named  were:  205,484  pounds,  value  $177,039; 
209.470  pounds,  value  $173,860;  and  117,618  pounds,  value  $109,635.] 


EGYPT'S  COTTOH  CEOP  FOE  1915. 

[Egyptian  Gazette  statement  of  Oct.  20,  forwarded  by  Consul  Artbnr  Oarrels,  Alexandria.] 

The  following  is  the  estimate  of  the  cotton  crop  of  1915  made  by 
the  ministry  of  agriculture.  Yesterday  Mr,  Gerald  Dudgeon  came  to 
the  Khedivial  Bourse,  Alexandria,  and  posted  it  up.  It  is  as  follows 
(1  feddan  equal  1.038  acres;  1  cantar  equal  99.040  pounds) : 

The  restriction  by  law  of  the  cotton-growing  area  was  espectetl  to  result  In 
the  sowing  of  about  1,350.000  feddans,  but  according  to  the  returns  obtained  by 
the  Sarrafs  for  the  Department  of  Direct  Taxes  only  1,186,000  feddans  were 
jictuaily  planted  with  the  crop  In  1915. 

A  ciiecli  survey  conducted  iu  a  few  localities  showed  that  the  aggregate  of  the 
cotton  areas  given  for  these  localities  corresponded  very  nearly  with  the  Sarrofs 
figures.  It  was  thought  inadvisable,  therefore,  to  mabe  any  correction  of  the 
figures  given  by  the  Direct  Taxes  Department.  This  figure,  viz,  1,186,000  fed- 
dans, is  ttmt  whicli  has  accordingly  been  taken  as  the  basis  of  the  estimate  of 
the  yield.  The  damage  due  to  the  pink  seed  worm  has  been  computed  by  a 
method  based  upon  n  carefnl  o.\amfniition  of  the  results  obtained  in  the  field. 
By  this  method,  checked  by  inspection  of  the  more  important  localities,  the  cot- 
ton crop  of  Ijower  Egypt  is  cstimatal  at  3.99  cantars  per  feddan,  and  that  of 
Upper  Egypt  at  4.49  cantars  per  fetidan,  making  an  average  for  the  whole  of 
Egypt  of  4.10  cantars  per  feddan,  and  a  total,  based  on  an  area  of  1,186,000  fed- 
dans, of  4,863,000  cantars. 

This  is  an  estimate  of  tlie  1015  crop  alone,  and  talces  no  account  of  the  balance 
of  the  crop  of  1914  which  1ms  been  held  over  until  this  year.  Shotild  the  whole 
crop  of  1915,  together  with  an  appreciable  quantity  of  last  year's  crop,  which 
Is  l)elieved  to  have  been  held  back,  reach  Alexandria  before  the  end  of  tiie  cotton 
season,  the  delivei'les  will  be  somewhat  higher  than  the  above-mentioned  estimate. 


Vice  Consul  Woodward  reports  that  British  Columbia's  yield  of 
oats  is  4,096,000  bushels,  compared  with  3,171,000  last  year,  and  all 
other  grain  608,000  bushels,  compared  with  456,000. 
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HAUBUT  OKOUHSS  SUWIYED  FOE  FACIFZC  HOSTHWEST. 

During  July,  August,  and  September  the  steamer  Albatross,  of 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  carried  on  investigations  of 
the  fishing  grmmds  lying  off  the  Oregon  and  Washington  coasts. 
This  work  was  in  continuatitm  of  a  survey  made  in  1914,  and  was 
addressed  particularly  to  little  known  or  unknown  grounds  suitable 
for  halibut. 

The  first  trip  of  the  Albatross  was  to  grounds  off  the  coast  of 
Washington,  from  Grays  Harbor  to  Flattery  Banks,  but  the  abun- 
dance of  ground  and  blue  sharks  rendered  the  location  unpromising 

for  the  establishment  of  a  fishery  at  that  time.  Two  favorable  hali- 
but bottoms  were  discovered  approximately  27  miles  southwest  of 
Grays  Harbor. 

The  sei-'ond  trip  covered  the  same  region  by  lines  of  soundings 
intended  to  determine  the  possible  existence  of  offshore  banks  rising 
from  the  deep  waters.  One  such  bank  was  located  as  apparently  ttw 
top  of  a  submerged  mountain,  rising  6,000  feet  from  the  floor  of  the 
ocean.  The  depth  ranged  from  525  to  over  830  fathoms.  The  bank 
is  not  shoal  enough  for  fishing,  but  it  suggests  the  possible  existence 
of  other  banks  that  might  be  of  greater  practical  importance.  The 
location  of  the  bank  is  about  278  miles  from  Cape  Flattery  light,  the 
latter  bearing  N.  60°  E. 

A  third  trip  covered  the  region  off  the  Columbia  River,  and  south 
as  far  as  Cape  Meares.  Good  halibut  bottom  was  found  S.  71^*  W. 
of  Columbia  River  Lightship,  17  miles  out.  South  along  tiie  100- 
fathom  curA'e  to  Cascade  Head  good  halibut  bottom  was  noted  for 
nearly  the  entire  distance  in  110  to  120  fathoms.  A  patch  of  very 
good  bottom  was  located  22  miles  northwest  of  Cape  Meares  light 
in  94  fathoms.  The  largest  ground  located  by  the  Albatross  lies 
between  Tillamook  Head  and  Cape  Falcon,  28  to  30  miles  from  the 
const.  The  bottom  is  of  coarse  and  fine  gravel,  black  sand  and  rocks, 
and  an  abundance  of  life  was  noted  at  the  surface  of  the  water. 

A  full  report  on  this  survey  is  now  being  prepared  and,  with 
accompanying  charts,  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  practicable. 

KOTOR  CABS  FOB  HONBUBAS. 

[Amerlcao  Minister  John  'Bwing,  Tefaclcalpa,  Oct.  14.1 

A  list  of  motor-car  owners,  prepared  from  the  municipal  register, 
appeared  in  yesterday's  Neuvo  Tiempo  and  disclosed  the  fact  that  19 
cars  (both  pleasure  and  commercial)  are  in  use  in  Tegucigalpa. 
While  the  item  was  an  advertisement  inserted  by  the  local  agent  of  a 
popular,  low-priced  American  car,  it  is  of  interest  because  allof  these 
automobiles  have  been  purchased  within  the  past  few  months  as  Uie 
result  of  a  demand  created  by  the  construction  of  only  one  motor 
highway. 

Other  articles  appearing  in  the  same  issue  of  the  journal  indicate 
that  the  people  are  now  awakening  to  the  benefits  that  will  accrue 
from  the  endeavors  of  the  present  administration  to  open  up  similar 
highways  reaching  every  section  of  Hondtiras.  When  this  work  is 
accomplished,  the  demand  for  automobiles  will  be  vastly  increased, 
and  it  would  be  well  for  American  manufacturers  to  prepare  them- 
%lves  to  secure  this  trade. 
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FBOI£CnOH  OF  nn)lTSTBIES  IS  SFAUr. 

[CoDBOl  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona.] 

-  In  response  to  the  petitions  of  various  industrial  societies  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  policy  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  foster  do- 
mestic production  and  export,  the  creation  of  a  commission  to  study 
all  conditions  bearing  upon  this  phase  of  national  prosperity  has 
been  authorized  by  a  royal  decree. 

The  president  of  this  commission  is  the  General  Director  of  the 
Spanish  Customs  and  other  members  will  be  representatives  of  Span- 
ish industrial  bodies,  technical  experts  chosen  by  the  professors  of 
certain  schools  and  various  officials,  all  to  be  named  by  the  Spanish 
Treasui'y  Department.  The  duties  of  the  commission  will  consist 
in  studying  existing  industries  in  Spain  that,  owing  to  peculiar  inter- 
nal or  foreign  conditions  or  need  of  expansion,  would  be  benefited 
by  Government  support,  with  a  view  to  increased  exportation.  The 
commissioners  will  also  investigate  such  industries  as  the  Govern- 
ment may  specially  indicate.  It  will  consider  from  a  practical  stand- 
point the  desirability  of  furthering  the  exportation  of  agricultural, 
mineral,  or  other  domestic  products,  decide  whether  the  results  woidd 
be  favorable  or  unfavorable  to  the  development  of  natural  resources, 
and  suggest  such  means,  including  financial  aid,  best  adapted  to  at- 
tain the  end  sought  by  leading  economists  in  this  country. 

The  decisions  reached  by  the  commission  will  be  embodied  in  a 
report  setting  forth,  among  other  matters,  the  best  manner  of  grant- 
ing concessions  proposed;  the  conditions  connected  with  the  manu- 
facture of  merchandise  the  export  of  which  it  is  designed  to  stimu- 
late; and  the  most  equitable  form  for  the  distribution  of  Government 
aid.  After  being  passed  upon  by  the  commission  such  report  will 
be  laid  before  the  Spanish  Treasury  Department. 


FAFEA  BOIUES  A3n)  OTHER  NOTELTIilS  FOB  HOKOEOHa. 

[Vice  CoDsul  A.  K.  Carleton,  Hongkong,  Brltleh  China,  Oct.  1.] 

There  is  apparently  a  good  market  in  Hongkong  for  American 
dainty  paper  doilies,  pa^r  ruffles,  paper  souffle  cases,  and  the  like. 
While  only  a  small  quantity  of  these  goods  is  sold,  this  is  perhaps  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  stocks  carried  are  neither  large  nor  varied;  the 
purchaser  is  restricted  to  a  few  styles  and  designs,  for  which  high 
prices  are  asked.  No  doubt,  if  American  manufacturers  care  to  in- 
terest themselves,  considerable  trade  would  result.  The  paper  nap- 
kins on  sale  here  are  of  Japanese  origin,  and  it  would  be  a  question  of 
price  whether  American  wares  could  compete.  In  normal  times  there 
IS  a  good  market  for  menu  cards,  as  practically  nothing  but  the 
Japanese  cards  can  be  obtained;  and  as  these  follow  well-established 
lines,  without  variation  in  desi^  and  quality,  it  is  thought  that  new 
designs  and  ideas  would  be  most  acceptable  locally. 

[A  list  of  possible  Hongkong  importers  of  paper  doilies  ami  other  paper  table 
novelties  may  be  obtiiiiKKl  from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  branch  offices ;  refer  to  file  No.  6834S.] 


The  completion  of  the  aerial  tramway  across  the  Whirlpool  at 
Niagara  Falls  is  noted  bv  Consul  James  H.  Goodier.  It  cost  $50,000 
and  will  be  in  operation  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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SAmXABY  EQUIFHEirT  FOB  HC^EOna  HOHES. 

[Vice  Consot  A.  n  Carieton.  Hongkong,  BrltlA  China,  Oct.  4.1 

In  general  there  is  an  increasing  demand  in  Hongkong  for  better 
equipped  bathrooms,  and  recently  inquiries  have  been  made  at  the 
Hongkon^]^  consulate  general  for  catalogues  describing  American 
ranges  with  hot-water  attachments,  a  better  arrangement  for  heat- 
ing the  water  for  the  bath  being  the  chief  requirement. 

A  modern  bathroom  is  rather  the  exception  than  otherwise,  and  it 
la  generally  only  in  the  newer  dwellings,  particularly  those  con- 
structed in  the  apartment-house  style,  where  reasonably  equipped 
bathrooms  have  been  installed.  The  Chinese  have  made  no  attempt 
to  put  in  up-to-date  equipments,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  homes 
owned  by  Chinese  with  Western  training,  and  if  the  idea  should 
obtain  that  a  modem  bathroom  is  a  necessity  there  would  be  an  im- 
mense trade  here. 

Slianehal  Tub  Losing  Popularity. 

The  "Shanghai  tub"  is  losing  its  popularity  to  a  certain  extent; 
it  is  unsanitary  in  some  ways,  as,  for  instance,  the  outlet  for  the  water 
has  no  outside  pipe  connection,  and  the  water  or  some  portion  thereof 
is  likely  to  remain  on  the  bathroom  floor.  But,  as  before  indicated, 
the  chief  necessity  is  the  provision  of  facilities  for  heating  the  bath 
waterj  whether  the  Shanghai  tiib  remains  or  a  modern  outfit  com- 
plete IS  installed.  In  many  houses  there  is  a  makeshift  shower  bath, 
but  without  the  needle  shower  and  other  attachments,  and  few  oi 
these  have  connections  with  the  bath-heating  apparatus. 

At  present  in  Hongkong  there  would  be  no  demand  for  closets 
with  mish  fixtures,  as  the  dry-closet  system  is  still  in  vogue,  and  this 
will  not  be  changed  until  the  sewerage  system  has  been  extended  and 
there  is  sufficient  water  for  flushing  purposes.  The  Government  is 
building  another  reservoir  which  will  give  plenty  of  water  even 
in  the  driest  season.  In  connection  with  the  bathroom  an  enameled 
lavatory  with  hot  and  cold  water  connections  is  likewise  needed. 

C.  I.  F.  Quotations. 

Interested  firms  in  the  United  States  should  send  complete  cata- 
logues with  prices,  discounts,  terms  of  payment  preferred,  and  simi- 
lar information  to  Hongkong  commission  houses  [a  list  of  which 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices;  ask  for  file  No.  68349].  American  ex- 
porters are  urged  to  quote  terms  c.  i.  f.  Hongkong,  as  it  is  impossible 
for  Hongkong  importers  to  estimate  prices  otherwise. 


BXrSSIAN  EMBAEQO  BEOULATIONS. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a 
number  of  copies  of  a  translation  of  the  embargo  provisions  of  Kussia 
and  Sweden,  forwarded  by  the  commercial  attache  at  Petrograd, 
which  will  be  distributed  to  those  interested  upon  application.  Be- 
sides giving  lists  of  the  articles  under  embargo  on  September  15, 
1915,  the  document  contains  detailed  instructions  regardmg  applica- 
tions for  permission  to  export  prohibited  products  from  Russia. 

The  first  shipment  of  this  season's  apples  and  pears  from  British 
Columbia  arrived  at  Sydney,  Australia,  on  September  24,^ 
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WORE  07  SOCIETT  FOB  TESTIKG  MATEBIAIS. 

The  increasing  activities  of  the  American  Society  for  Testing  Ma- 
terials are  fully  presented  in  five  publications  it  has  recently  issued. 
The  most  important  of  these  volumes  is  the  756-page  yearbook,-  con- 
taining the  standards  and  tentative  standards  of  the  society.  An- 
othei-  publication  of  250  pages  contains  a  summarized  list  of  stand- 
ards, charter  and  by-laws  of  the  organization,  information  concern- 
ing the  International  Association  for  Testing  Materials,  with  which 
it  is  affiliated,  roll  of  membership,  board  of  officers,  committees,  tech- 
nical problems,  and  numerous  other  facts  of  interest  to  those  who  have 
occasion  to  deal  with  specifications  for  materials  and  allied  subjects. 

A  smaller  book,  containing  information  about  the  society,  states 
that  it  was  formed  in  1898  as  a  branch  of  the  international  organiza- 
tion, was  incorporated  in  1902  as  the  American  Society,  and  that  it 
still  maintains  a  close  relation  to  the  parent  organization.  Member- 
ship may  be  held  by  individuals,  firms,  corporations,  technical  or 
scientific  societies,  companies,  teaching  faculties,  and  libraries.  The 
work  is  done  largely  through  its  technical  committees,  which  present 
reports  and  recommendations  at  the  annual  meeting.  There  are  now 
38  technical  committees,  with  a  total  membership  of  932. 

Mr.  Edgar  Marburg,  the  secretary- treasurer,  who  is  professor  of 
civil  engineering  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  announces  that  four  of  the  bureaus  of  the  United  States  Navy 
hold  perpetual  membership  in  this  society,  and  that  at  the  request  of 
the  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works  that  company  has  been  granted  the 
society's  permission  to  publish  many  of  its  standards  relating  to 
specifications  for  iron  and  steel  products  in  English,  French,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  and  Russian,  with  a  view  to  their  serving  as  a  basis  in 
the  purchase  of  locomotives  throughout  the  world. 

The  United  Stotes  Bureau  of  Standards  is  represented  on  many  of 
the  technical  committees  of  the  society,  and  is  an  active  participant 
in  its  work.  Mr.  Marburg  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  similar 
work  in  the  field  of  standardization  of  specifications  is  being  done  in 
England  by  the  British  Engineering  Standards  Committee,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  leading  technical  societies,  manufacturers,  and 
consumers,  and  with  liberal  financial  support  on  the  part  of  the 
Government. 

The  annual  report  of  the  society's  executive  committee  says  of  its 
usefulness:  "The  increasing  use  of  the  standard  specifications  of 
the  society  in  Federal,  State,  and  municipal  circles,  apart  from  their 
Mtensdve*  adoption  in  ordinary  commercial  channels,  is  significant 
of  the  confidence  placed  in  the  work  of  the  society,  and  emphasizes 
the  reciprocal  obligation  upon  the  society  to  justify  that  confidence 
in  connection  with  everything  to  which  its  nmiie  is  attached.  It  may 
not  be  known  to  the  membership  at  large,  for  example,  that  the  pur- 
chases for  the  Panama  Canal  have  been  made  largely  imder  its  stand- 
ards, 27  of  the  standard  specifications  of  the  society  being  now  used 
by  the  purchasing  department  of  the  canal ;  also  that  the  United 
^ates  postal  cars  are  purchased  subject  to  the  A.  S.  T.  M.  standard 
specifications.  Again,  nine  of  the  standard  specifications  have  been 
adopted — in  some  cases  with  slight  modifications — in  connection  with 
the  Doiler  code  recently  prepared  by  a  committee  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  which  is  expected  to  be  adopted  in. 
nuULj  States  by  legal  enactment."  Digitized  b.GoOgle 
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AVSTSALIA. 

IConsui  Qenenil  J.  I.  Brfttaln,  STdney,  Oct.  21.] 

Hew  Bnildings  at  Sydney. 

Building  operations  in  the  suburbs  of  Sydney  during  the  first  ei^t 
months  ox  1915  have  not  been  so  brisk  ns  during  the  like  period  of 
1914.  There  were  erected  4,373  buildings,  costing  $11^7,573,  as 
against  0,798,  costing  $17,370,553,  durmg  the  similar  period  in  1914. 

Constrsctloii  Projects  ia  State  of  ftneentland. 

The  British  Government  trade  correspondent  at  Brisbane  reports 
that  several  projects  are  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government 
of  Queensland,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  erection  of  abat- 
toirs, the  extension  or  a  number  of  railwaj's,  and  the  development  of 
coal  mines  and  oil  wells.  He  adds  that  State  ownership  of  hospitals 
is  also  contemplated,  and  that  a  commission  has  been  established  to 
deal  with  the  long-outstanding  question  of  the  Mackay  harbor 
improvements. 

[Sjdnej  Berald,  Oct  8.] 

Electricity  for  Koontalns. 

A  deputation  representing  the  Blue  Mountain  Shire  yesterday 
waited  upon  the  officer  in  charge  of  local  government,  Mr.  Garlict, 
with  a  request  for  an  enabling  bill  to  permit  the  shire  to  borrow 
$125,000  to  install  electric  lighting  at  Blackheath,  Springwood, 
Mount  Victoria,  and  Medlow.  Mr.  Garlick  promised  to  bring  the 
matter  imder  the  notice  of  the  minister. 

Joint  Xoyal  Commlstion  for  Border  Railways. 

An  order  in  council  appointing  a  joint  royal  commission,  repre- 
senting New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  to  inquire  into  the  question 
of  border  railway  connection,  has  been  agreed  to  by  the  State  execu- 
tive at  Melbourne. 

AirSTKIA-HUNOAKT. 

[Conmil  Benjamin  F.  Chase,  Flame,  Oct.  13.] 

deposed  Ballway  Constmction  Work  in  Croatia. 

II  Popolo,  a  loca'l  newspaper  of  this  date,  announces  new  railway 
construction  work  in  this  consular  district  as  follows,  translated  from 
the  Italian : 

The  Direction  of  the  State  Rnllwny  has  decided  to  constmct  a  double  traA 
□Ions  the  line  of  railway  from  Karlovnc  to  Ostarlc.  Testerdoy  there  was  a 
survey.  The  technical  experts  report  that  owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the 
ground  each  kilometer  (flve-elghtlis  of  a  mile)  will  cost  $32,480.  The  distance 
Is  about  11  kilometers. 

CAITABA. 

[Consul  5.101091  C.  Beat,  CalRarr,  Alberta,  Nov.  1.] 

Seduction  Made  in  Tear  in  City's  Public  Works. 

Compared  with  previous  years,  Calgary's  total  public  expenditure 
this  year  will  be  small— $500,000,  compared  with  $1,326,562  in  1914 
and  $2,025,941  in  1913.  These  figures  show  how  the  public  works  of 
Calgary  have  been  cut  down  since  the  war  began. 
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[Traiulated  from  NotobU  Zblznl  of  8^t  30  bj  Vice  Consnl  WlUUtm  Morton,  Harbla.1 

Mr.  Seadzi,  an  agent  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway,  has  ar- 
rived at  Harbin  and  made  arrangements  for  presenting  to  the 
municipal  council  'a  plan  for  constructing  a  complete  tramway  serv- 
ice for  Harbin.  It  is  said  that  practically  all  the  equipment  will  be 
of  Japanese  manufacture. 

[Previous  references  to  plans  for  a  tramway  for  Harbin  appeared  In  Cou- 

UEBCE  RiSPOBTS  fof  Oct.  12,  1015.] 

DTTTOH  WBST  IHinES. 

[CoDSul  H.  C.  Ton  Strure,  Carafifto,  W.  I.,  Oct  28.] 

Oil  Iteflnery  In  Cnrasao. 

The  Bataafsche  Petroleum  Maatschappy,  the  company  engaged  in 
erecting  an  oil  refinery  here  (see  Commerce  Reports  No.  80,  Apr.  C, 
1915),  has  opened  an  office.  The  local  address  is:  Bataafsche  Petro- 
leum Maatschappy,  Pieter  Jansen,  manager,  Curacao,  W.  L 

HEW  ZEAIu&HD. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wiiulow,  Auckland,  Oct.  8.] 

]3ralnlnK  Swamp  Lands. 

The  Minister  of  Lands  for  New  Zealand  has  been  authorized  to  ex- 
pend any  sum  up  to  $364,987  for  the  drainage  of  the  swamp  lands 
about  Auckland  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Dominion.  It  might  be  well 
for  manufacturers  of  dredging  and  ditching  machinery  to  send 

S rioted  matter,  with  prices,  to  the  Minister  oi  Lands,  Wellington, 
ew  Zealand.  As  I  understand  it,  much  of  the  work  can  be  done  by 
machinery,  and  American  dredging  and  ditching  machinery  are  the 
best  in  the  world,  and  well  adapted  to  this  work. 

It  might  also  be  well  to  send  printed  matter,  with  priceSj  to  a  spe- 
cial list  of  firms  in  position  to  handle  this  class  of  madunery,  for 
there  are  other  drainage  schemes  under  way. 

[The  consul  general's  list  nin;  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes* 
tic  Commerce;  refer  to  file  68777.] 

SPAIN. 

tCount  Wltbnr  T.  Oracey,  Serllle,  Oct.  29.] 
Extension  of  Telephone  Lines  in  SevlUe. 

Referring  to  the  report  from  this  office  published  in  Comsiercb 
Retorts  for  May  21,  1915,  reporting  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
telephone  lines  of  Seville  to  near-by  towns,  permi^ion  has  now  been 
granted  for  the  extension  of  the  said  lines  to  22  towns.  Some  of  the 
towns  are  said  to  be  petitioning  for  immediate  connections,  while 
others  are  waiting  until  proper  financial  arrangements  can  be  made. 

It  is  said  that  the  inauguration  of  the  first  line  will  be  observed 
with  ceremonies  by  the  authorities  and  others  who  are  invited,  and  a 
banquet  will  be  served. 

It  is  expected  that  the  first  line  will  be  installed  between  Seville 
and  Guillena,  as  this  is  one  of  the  near-by  towns  that  has  a  consider- 
able daily  commerce  with  Seville. 

Further  information  regarding  the  lines,  with  the  addresses  of  the 
oompanies  interested,  will  be  found  in  Comuebce  Reports  for  May  21. 
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FOBEION  TARIFFS. 

KADA0A8CAS. 

rronsal  Jsmcfl  G.  Carter.  TatnataTe,  Sept.  6.  1015.1 
Hew  Consumption- Tax  Law. 

A  new  schedule  of  consumption  taxes  in  Madagascar^  to  continue  in 
effect  five  years,  was  enacted  July  7,  1915,  and  went  into  effect  Au- 
gust 20, 1915.  In  general  the  rates  ore  the  same  as  under  the  old  law 
and  apply  equally  to  foreign  and  local  products,  but  certain  alcoholic 
liquors  are  subject  to  increased  taxes,  as  are  also  fireworks,  and  a  new 
tax  of  1  franc  each  has  been  levied  on  firearms.  Corsets,  parasols, 
umbrellas,  and  Iiats  are  also  added  to  the  list  of  articles  subject  to 
internal  tax,  an  impost  equal  to  the  minimum  rates  of  the  French  cus- 
toms tariff  being  levied  thereon.  The  duty  on  opium  is  decreased  and 
its  importation  prohibited  except  for  officmal  purposes.  The  law  also 
provides  that  the  previous  exemption  of  jute  and  hemp  bags  from 
consumption  tax  shall  be  limited  to  those  intended  for  reexportation. 
[For  the  previous  schedule  of  consumption  taxes  and  modifications 
thereof,  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  2,  p.  52,  and  No.  13,  p.  200.] 

[L.  D.  Clark,  secretnry  to  commercial  attach^,  Uma,  Oct,  T,  191S.] 
Proposed  Hew  Duties. 

A  proposed  law  submitted  by  the  President  of  Peru  to  the  Cham- 
ber of  Deputies  and  published  in  La  Prensa  of  October  7,  1915, 
prorides  for  an  increase  in  the  consular  fees  for  certifying  shipping 
documents  from  1  to  2  per  cent  of  the  invoice  value  of  the  shipment 
and  imposes  on  import  duty  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  a  number 
of  industrial  products  now  admitted  free  of  duty.  Provision  is  also 
made  for  a  tax  of  0.25  centavo  per  kilo  ($1.10  per  short  ton)  on  all 
merchandise  imported  through  the  poits  of  Callao  and  MoUendo  des- 
tined for  consumption  in  Peru.  The  latter  impost,  it  is  stated,  is 
intended  to  defray  certain  customhouse  handling  charges  previously 
t>ome  by  tlie  Government. 

The  President  of  Peru  gives  as  the  reason  for  the  levying  of  the 
new  import  duties  tlie  necessity  of  immediately  obtaining  additional 
revenue,  and  it  is  pointed  out  that  coal,  foodstuffs,  and  other  articles 
of  necessitj^  Iiave  not  been  included  in  the  list  of  dutiable  products. 
The  following  is  the  list  of  articles,  formerly  free,  which  are  to  be 
dutiable  at  10  per  cent  ad  valorem:  Iron  bars,  zinc  bars,  tin  in  bars 
and  sheets,  sheet  iron,  pig  iron,  lead  bars,  fencing  wire^  round  wire, 
round  axles,  iron  bands,  rivets,  brass  oil  cans,  quicksilver,  copper 
bars,  asbestos,  empty  bottles,  asbestos  cement,  Roman  and  Portland 
cement,  fire  brick  and  tiles,  retorts,  earth  for  clarifying  wines,  eartu 
mold,  refractory  earths,  bark  for  tanning,  split  bamboo,  knees  for 
boats,  unfinished  staves,  rough  logs,  ordinary  lumber  (poplar,  ash, 
and  oak),  fine  unworked  lumber,  ship  paint,  tar  and  pitcn,  tools  and 
implements  for  all  industries,  stills  of  copper  or  ox  other  metals, 
pumps  for  use  in  mining  and  boiler  pumps,  boilers,  motor  trucks, 
railway  and  tramway  freight  and  passenger  cars,  railway  hand  cars, 
boats,  jack  screws,  injectora,  engines,  machinery  for  use  in  agricul- 
ture, mining,  and  other  industries,  cranes,  spare  parts  for  sewing  ma- 
chines, sulphide  of  arsenic,  dry  fodder,  copper  sulphate,  disinfect- 
ants, hops,  and  quinine. 

Upon  the  enactment  of  the  law,  equivalent  specific  duties  are  to  be 
ibd»tuted  for  the  rate  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem,  as  the  duties  pre^  - 
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scribed  for  most  other  products  by  the  Peruvian  customs  tariff  are 
specific.  The  law  is  to  go  into  effect  immediately  upon  enactment, 
the  income  received  from  the  new  duties  prior  to  December  31, 1915, 
to  be  applied  to  disbursements  imder  the  budget  law  for  1915. 

BV8SIA. 

[VyeBtQlk  Flnansov,  Sept.  27  (Oct.  10),  191o.] 
Prohibition  on  Products  of  Enemy  Conntrlei 

An  order  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Industry,  under  date 
of  September  22  (Oct.  5),  1915,  prohibits  the  importation  into  Eussia 
of  the  products  of  the  soil  and  industry  of  the  countries  at  present  at 
war  with  Russia,  with  the  exception  of  the  articles  included  under 
the  following  items  of  the  Russian  tariff:  51(5),  90,  92,  93,  90-116, 
117(2),  124-135,  137,  139-147,  148(1)^  155,  161,  167,  169,  and  178. 
The  articles  covered  by  the  above  tariff  items,  which  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted subject  to  the  discriminating  rates  provided  for  enemy  prod- 
ucts are  animal  oils,  chemicals,  tanning  ana  dyeing  materials,  various 
metals  and  metal  manufactures,  tools,  machinery  and  apparatus,  and 
printed  matter  of  various  kinds.  In  promulgating  the  above  order, 
the  Department  of  Customs  states  that  the  prohibition  affects  only 
such  products  as  may  be  recognized  by  the  customs  authorities  as 
originating  in  enemy  countries.  In  the  case  of  articles  imported 
from  allied  or  neutral  countries  without  the  requisite  certificates  of 
origin,  or  with  certificates  which  may  not  be  considered  sa'tisfactory 
by  the  customs  autliorities,  such  products  are  to  be  admitted,  in  the 
absence  of  proof  of  enemy  origin,  at  the  rates  prescribed  for  products 
of  German,  Austro-Hungarian,  or  Turkish  origin,  which  include  a 
discriminating  surtax  of  lOOper  cent  for  dutiable  goods  and  specific 
rates  for  free  goods.    [See  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  IG,  pp.  90-91.] 

Imports  Without  Certlflaatefl  of  Origin. 

The  Vyestmk  Finansov  for  October  4(17),  1915,  contains  a  com- 
plete list  of  products  which  may  be  imported  into  Russia  without . 
certificates  or  origin.  The  list,  which  is  too  extensive  for  publica- 
tion, is  substantially  the  same  as  that  summarized  in  Commerce 
Kepobts  for  October  28,  1915.  Information  with  regard  to  specific 
articles  will  be  furnished  upon  application. 

[Vyestnlk  ElnsDSOT,  Oct.  4  (17),  I9I5.] 
Inoreased  Ezolte  on  Hatches. 

An  imperial  decree  of  September  14(27),  1915,  provides  for  con- 
siderable increases  in  the  excise  taxes  on  domestic  and  imported 
matches,  to  remain  in  effect  until  January  14, 1918.  The  same  decree 
also  fixes  maximum  prices  for  safety  matches.  Information  in  re- 
gard to  the  new  rates  and  maximum  prices  will  be  furnished  upon 
application. 

[Diarlo  Oflcial,  Sept.  28.  1015.] 
B«dnotion  on  Denatnred  Cottonieed  Oil. 

Denatured  cottonseed  oil  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  raw  products 
for  industrial  use  subject  to  an  import  duty  of  5  per  cent  ad  valorem 
in  Uruguay,  according  to  a  resolution  of  September  27,  1915.  [A 
surtax  of  4  per  cent  ad  valorem  is  to  be  added  to  the  above  rate.  The 
duty  on  cottonseed  oil  (edible  and  other)  was  previously  0.15  peso 
P^r  kilo  ($7.49  per  100  pounds,  including  surtaxes).] 
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BIO  OBAHBE  DO  SUL  STOCK  BAISEBS  STBENGTHEK  imiOH. 

[Vice  Consul  Robert  L.  Reiser.  B&o  Paolo,  Braill,  Sept.  21.1 

The  union  of  stockraisers  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  was  organized  in 
1913.  Among  the  objects  of  the  association  are :  The  promotion  and 
solicitation  from  the  Government  of  revision  of  the  laws  in  fayor 
of  rural  development;  increase  and  betterment  of  transportation 
facilities ;  reduction  of  freights ;  the  establishing  of  agencies  to  facili- 
tate direct  importation  and  wholesale  purchases  by  the  members  of 
anything  of  use  in  perfecting  the  cattle  industry,  such  as  blooded 
stock  for  breeding  j>urposes,  wire  and  fencing,  salt,  wood,  windmills, 
agricultural  and  dairy  machinei*y,  motors,  engines,  pumps,  materials 
for  construction  of  water  reservoirs,  seeds,  insect  destroyers,  veteri- 
nary instruments,  and  general  farm  implements  and  tools;  and' the 
publishing  of  a  technical  magazine  for  free  distribution  among  the 
members. 

The  growth  of  the  association  has  been  very  rapid.  More  than 
IjGOO  members  are  enrolled.  Head  offices  are  maintained  in  the  city 
of  Porto  Alegre,  with  a  staff  of  competent  assistants,  including  a 
veterinary  suigeon.  The  association  has  tnlien  a  very  active  part  in 
various  agricultural  and  iiidustrial  movements  in  the  State,  espe- 
cially the  contemplated  construction  of  a  beef-packing  establishment 
in  the  city  of  Rio  (Jrande. 

"A  Estancia  "  is  a  well-prepared  monthly  magazine  published  by 
the  Union,  and  contains  technical  studies,  as  well  as  general  informa- 
tion regarding  the  cattle  industry  of  the  State.  It  is  desired  to  ex- 
change this  magazine  with  siniihir  publications  in  the  United  States. 
Catalogues  of  the  various  articles  imported  by  the  Union  are  alsb 
desired.  The  address  to  be  used  is:  Uniuo  dos  Criadores,  Foilo 
Alegre,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  Brazil. 

SISAIrOBOWINO  ENTEBFBISE  IN  VEHEZtTEIA. 

[CoDBQl  Homer  Brett,  La  GoaJra,  Oct.  23.] 

The  National  Government  of  Venezuela  has  entered  into  a  contract 
with  the  Compania  Anonima  de  Fibras  y  Cordeles  de  Caracas  for  the 
encouragement  of  cultivation  of  fiber-producing  plants  in  the  country. 
The  company  is  obligated  to  plant,  itself  or  thi-ough  another  company 
or  person,  not  less  than  200,000  stalks  of  sisal  {Affave  sisalana)  or 
other  similar  plant,  not  more  than  2,000  per  hectare  (2.47  acres), 
and  to  supply  up  to  25,000  bundles  of  sisal  annually  for  six  years,  to 
be  distributed  among  farmers  who  desire  to  attempt  planting  the 
crop,  each  lot  of  plants  to  be  accompanied  by  a  book  oi  instructions 
upon  cultivation  of  textile  plants. 

The  Government  grants  the  company  free  introduction,  for  six 
years,  of  250  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204  pounds)  annually  of  the 
fiber  needed  for  its  factory.  The  company  is  to  begin  planting  in 
1916  and  to  complete  the  contract  requirement  before  the  end  of 
1917.  It  is  estimated  that  the  plantations  will  be  in  full  bearing  in 
six  years. 


Consul  General  A.  Gaulin,  of  Marseille,  France,  suggests — as  have 
many  others — that  American  firms  receiving  assistance  from  a  consul 
should  notify  such  officer  whenever  his  advice  has  hfxn  of  practical 
use. 
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"WESsa  nrTESEST  nr  baulta  ahd  textile  belting. 

tCoDBol  WUIlam  L.  Jenklna,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Swansea,  Oct.  7.] 

■  No  machinery  belting  is  manufactured  in  the  Swansea  consular 
district.  Before  the  outbreak  of  war,  textile  belting  had  made 
strong  inroads  on  the  leather  trade,  and  the  increased  price  of 
leather,  estimated  at  60  per  cent  higher  than  15  months  ago,  has 
added  impetus  to  this  already  strongly  developed  tendency.  Fig- 
ures showing  the  imports  and  exports  of  this  class  of  goods  for  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  past  five  years  are  given.  There  are  no 
official  statistics  for  the  Swansea  district.  Using  the  hundredweight 
of  112  pounds  as  the  unit,  the  quantities  and  values  for  the  United 
Kingdom  were: 


Yoor. 


LeaUur. 


Wonn  hair  or  oottoQ. 


Hondred- 
welgbt. 


Value. 


Iliindred- 
welgbt. 


Value. 


Otliersarti. 


Hun  i1  red- 
weight. 


Value. 


IKTOim. 

IBIO  

J9H  

1913  

1013  

1«*  

■XrOBTS, 

WIO  

1911  

1912  

1913  , 

1914  , 


3.W9 
4  171 
4,395 
5.193 
4,319 


39,448 
40.140 
43.031 
4S,i)03 


$1  SC. 372 
207. «S2 
28.'..  172 
326,467 
279,173 


2,744,302 
S,323,IH5 
2,7(8,303 


e.59S 
6.259 
6.G42 
3.901 
2,332 


39,783 
40,014 
£1,12S 

eo,m 

47,ti70 


1301.421 
313 

31:1.439 

latj.i^ 

103,  WS 


l,«41,79e 
1,737,409 
2, 133, 279 
2,638,548 
2,183,202 


4.  COS 
6.559 
5.737 
6,703 
8,992 


32,084 

31,048 

19,800 


4179.  SOS 

272.309 
303.750 
179,837 


1,896,439 
1,914,238 
1,9CU,743 
1,913,357 
1,842,619 


The  Ketherlands,  Geimany,  and  the  United  States  supplied  about 
equal  amounts  of  leather  belting  in  1912,  1913,  and  1914;  Germany 
supplied  98  per  cent  of  the  woven  hair  or  cotton  belting  in  1912, 
97  per  cent  in  1913,  and  75  per  Cent  in  1914.  df  the  other  kinds  not 
specified,  from  40  to  50  per  cent  came  from  Germany;  Norway 
ranked  second,  and  the  Umtcd  States  third  in  exports  to  die  United 
Kingdom. 

principal  Importinff  Conntriei  for  Tarlons  Classes, 

Of  the  exports  of  leather  belting,  the  principal  importing  countries 
in  order  of  importance  were  India,  Russia,  Brazil,  and  Argentina; 
of  woven  hair  or  cotton  belting,  India,  the  United  States,  and  Kussia; 
of  the  "  other  sorts,"  the  Transvaal,  Canada,  and  France. 

The  popular  widths  of  belting  sold  in  Swansea  are  from  2  to  8 
inches,  particularly  the  3,  4,  5,  and  6-inch  sizes.  Conveyer  belts  are 
sold  up  to  24  and  36  inches  'in  width.  Local  dealers  seem  satisfied 
with  the  British  goods  they  have  in  stock,  and  evince  little  interest  in 
handling  American  lines.  Only  one  firm  is  willing  to  receive  Ameri- 
can quotations,  which  should  be  in  English  currency,  c.  i.  f .  Swansea. 

[An  article  on  textile  beltings,  in  which  tlie  propertieR  of  bnlatn  that  fitted  it 
for  this  use  were  described,  was  published  in  Comjiebce  Heports  for  June  19, 
1915.  The  name  of  tlie  firm  In  Swansea  wllilns  to  receive  American  quotatlong 
for  balata  and  textile  belting  may  be  obtained  from  tlie  Burenu  of  Torelgu  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  bruueh  offices.   Itcfcr  to  file  Xo.  6T93C>.] 


Veneers,  especially  3-ply,  are  in  considerable  demand  in  Australia. 
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FOBEZON  TBABE  OPPOKT  U  JIlTXJIfiS. 

[Wbcre  addresHS  arc  omitted  tbey  may  be  obtaloed  from  the  Bamv  ud  Ita  team^ 

ofllces.] 

Bardioare,  hosiery,  mapmder»,  etc..  No.  19303. — An  American  conmlar  officer  In 
Brazil  r^nrts  tbat  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  ctHnmnnleate  with  mana- 
facttirers  of  builders'  hardware;  hosiery,  cotton  and  fine  lisle;  suspenders; 
gnrters;  dress  fasteners,  buttons  of  all  kinds;  aluminium  comt»,  and  otlier 
varieties;  hooks  and  eyes,  etc. 

Shoes,  No.  19304. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  states 
that  a  dealer  would  Illte  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  firms  ex- 
porting shoes  for  women  and  children.  Quotations  should  be  mailed  to  the 
American  consulate. 

Bottles,  No.  19905. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Far  East  reports  that  a 
wholesale  and  retail  dealer  In  gaseous  drinks,  wines,  and  liquors  desires  to 
receive  prices  and  terms  from  manufacturers  of  bottles  of  1  liter,  92  and  65 
centiliters. 

Woodtcorkinff  marfUnfry,  No.  19306. — A  lumber  merchant  In  France  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  obtain  catalogues  and  prices 
of  woodworking  machinery.  The  inquirer  Intends  to  equip  a  new  wood- 
working establishment  Quotations  are  desired  c.  1.  f.  port  of  destlnatloa 
if  possible,  or  f.  o.  b.  New  York  with  freight  estimates.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English,  and  weights  and  measurements  should  be  stated  in 
metric  units.  Drawings  of  the  types  of  machines  wanted  may  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  68008.) 

Small  oil  or  petrol  engincx,  No.  19307. — Hie  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  stat- 
ing that  a  firm  in  the  United  Kingdom  desires  names  of  manufacturers 
making  small  oil  or  petrol  engines  suitable  for  light  barn  and  dairy  ma- 
chinery. Catalogues  and  price  lists  quoting  best  terms  for  an  exclusive 
agency  are  requested. 

Waterproofing  and  dying  of  cloth.  No.  1930S. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that 
a  company  In  Engljind  ileslre.s  to  obtain  tlie  names  and  addresses  of  firms 
dying  and  m  nterproofSng  clotlis. 

Clocks,  combs,  etc.,  No.  19309. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa 
reports  that  a  wholesale  merclmnt  desires  to  receive  catalogues  on  cash 
boxes,  docks,  watches,  combs,  brushes,  fonntiiln  pens,  and  soap  of  various 
kinds,  etc.  The  cheaper  grades  of  these  articles  are  wanted.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  in  EngUsli. 

Drugs,  pins,  watches,  etc..  No.  19310. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  man  In 
Russia  states  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  firms  exporting  drugs, 
pins,  watches,  paper,  needles,  combs,  and  shoes  for  women  and  children. 

Fancy  articles  for  advertising.  No.  19311. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  firm  in  Switzerland  stating  that  It  desires  novelties  In  pap»  goods 
for  advertising,  especially  articles  of  interest  to  hotels,  restaurants,  and 
buffets. 

Wall  paper  and  decorative  nuiterials,  No.  19312. — A  reiwrt  from  an  American 
consular  officer  in  France  states  that  a  manufacturers'  agent  is  desirous  of 
establishing  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  Avail  paper  and 
high-class  decorative  materials. 

Gold  ahe4^8  for  gilding  silks,  No.  19313. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
reiwrts  that  a  firm  engaged  In  the  gliding  business  desires  to  be  placed  in 
communication  with  manufacturers  of  gold  she^s  to  be  used  In  ttie  textile 
industry  for  gilding  silks.  It  Is  stated  that  cosh  will  be  paid  for  all  pur- 
chases. Correspondence  In  French  is  desired. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Burean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

ITew  York,  Room  409  United  States  CastomhoTis« ;  Boston,  eighteenth  fioor 
United  States  Gnstomhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonis,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Kew  Orleans,  1020 
Hibernla  Bank  Building;  San  Frandseo,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
822  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Xos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeroe. 
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American  oeosular  officers  on  leave  of  tbsenee.  Ml  Natal's  trade  fo' half  year  749 

Oil  p'oductfoD  Id  Sarawak  741  United  States  trade  with  Australia  grows  750 

Drag  mat«rlala  from  weat  China   742  Kolar  gold  output  likely  to  last  30  yean  751 

Paget  Sotmd'B  improved  ablppingfaolUtiea        743  Foreign  tiade  oppwtunities  762 

Ulunemisnlandcaamimcoambareooparato  743 

SWISS  PVBCHASINa  TBTIST  OPERATINa. 

[CaMegrain  from  American  MlniBter  P.  A.  Stovall,  Berne;  snpplementlDg  statemeDtB  In 
CoHUEBC'B  Rkpobts  for  Nov.  2  and  v,  1916.] 

The  Swiss  Importation  Trust  (Soci£t4  Suises  de  Surveillance)  be- 
gan operations  <ni  Kovember  18. 


AUESICAH  FIRM  GETS  LABGE  GOKTBACT  IN  UBTTGITAY. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Legation.  Montevideo,  Nov.  16.1 

For  sewerage  and  waterworks  construction  in  Salto,  Paysandu, 
and  Mercedes,  Uruguay,  local  representatives  of  an  American  con- 
tracting company  hare  signed,  ad  referendum,  a  contract  with  the 
Government  involving  nearly  5,000.000  pesos  ($5,170,000). 

[An  aanounccment  that  an  Amnrlcan  bid  would  pr6bably  be  submitted  on  the 
work  nt  Salto  was  published  in  Couuebck  Repobts  for  Nov.  8, 1915.] 

SHIFPINO  FACIIITIES  TO  HEW  ZEALAKS  IHF&OTE. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Aackland,  Oct  12.] 

Shipping  facilities  between  the  east  coast  of  the  United  States  and 
New  Zealand  have  materially  improved  within  the  past  three  months, 
and  it  seems  clear  that  from  now  on  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  Australasian  ports  will  be  handled  very  satisf actorilv,  if 
one  is  to  judge  from  the  following  from  the  New  Zealand  Herald,  a 
leading  daily  of  this  city : 

A  large  number  of  vessels,  which  were  Interned  at  vnriotre  ports,  have  been  re- 
leased hy  the  Imperial  anthoritie*?,  and  are  now  doing  useful  duty  as  British 
mereliontnien.  The  A  and  A  line  (American  and  Australian  Line),  have  se- 
cured sis  of  these  vessels,  and  the  following  steamers  will  shortly  load  at  New 
■York  for  New  Zealand  ports,  coming  via  the  Panama  Cnnal :  Parattah  (es  Ber- 
lin), Conargo  (ex  AUona),  Toromeo  (ex  Tibcmioua),  Talaica  (ex  IVofaJi), 
Araluen  (ex  Scharzfels),  and  Vongarra  (ex  Stolzcnfcls). 

These  steamers  should  be  able  to  handle  the  rapidly  increasing  busi- 
ness between  these  countries^  which  makes  that  much  easier  for 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  to  come  after  this  trade  in 
earnest 
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CASAJHtAS  CITY  PLACES  LOAN  IN  XTNIIED  STATES. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Colear;,  Alberta,  Nor.  12.] 

The  city  of  Calgary  has  borrowed  $2,000,000  in  New  York,  pledg- 
ing therefor  the  arrears  of  taxes  due  the  city  on  November  21,  1915, 
and  amounting  to  $:^,800,000.  Three-year  C-per-cent  Treasury  notes 
will  be  issued  by  the  city,  the  price  obtained  being  97. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  loan  all  arrears  of  taxes  collected  after 
November  21,  1915,  are  to  be  remitted  to  the  firm  in  New  York  City 
monthly  and  placed  in  trust  account  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Treasury  notes,  this  fund  to  bear  interest  at  4  per  cent. 

The  notes  mature  as  follows:  $000,000  December  1,  1915;  $700,000 
December  1, 1916 ;  $700,000  December  1, 1917.  The  city  reserves  the 
right  of  calling  in  all  or  &ny  part  of  the  second  and  third  maturity  on 
December  1,  1916,  or  any  interest-paying  date  thereafter,  by  giving 
60  days'  notice;  principal  and  half-yearly  interest  payable  in  gold,  at 
the  holder's  option,  in  Montreal,  Toronto,  Calgary,  or  New  York. 

The  offer  was  made  by  the  New  York  firm  on  the  understanding 
that  it  is  to  be  given  the  privilege  of  securing  on  the  most  favorable 
terms  possible  tne  i^81,000,  to  be  transferred  to  London,  England,  to 
pay  a  like  amount  of  Treasury  notes  maturing  in  London  December 
30,  1915,  and  any  profit  on  account  of  the  favorable  rate  of  exchange 
is  to  go  to  them. 

The  loan  will  net  the  city  of  Calgary  $1,940,000  and  is  payable 
to  the  cit^  as  follows:  $1,400,000  on  or  before  December  30,  1915, 
$300,000  in  30  days  therefrom,  and  the  balance  in  60  days  there- 
from. 


WOBX  OF  EZTENIUNO  LATIN-AMERICAN  TRADE  DESCRIBED. 

A  review  of  what  has  been  and  is  being  done  by  the  Department  of 
Commerce  to  push  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Central  and 
South  America  is  presented  in  a  letter  from  Secretary  William  C. 
Redfield  to  Senator  Francis  S.  White,  of  Alabama.  This  statement, 
giving  details  of  the  work  of  commercial  attach^  and  siiecial  agents 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  of  the  assist- 
ance received  from  consular  representatives,  is  in  reply  to  a  letter 
from  the  Senator,  making  inquiry  as  to  what  has  been  done  to  press 
the  sales  of  the  products  of  Southern  manufacturers  in  Latin- Ameri- 
can countries. 


RECEIPTS  OF  FISH  AT  NEW  ENGLAND  FORTS. 

According  to  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  the  fishing  fleet  landing 
fish  at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  in  October, 
1915,  included  303  steam  and  sail  vessels.  These  vessels  landed  dur- 
ing the  month  477  trips  at  Boston,  aggregating  11,501,750  pounds  of 
fish,  valued  at  $321,658;  at  Gloucester,  224  trips,  aggregating  5,917,- 
881  pounds,  valued  at  $214,451 ;  and  at  Portland,  119  trips,  amounting 
to  807,169  pounds,  valued  at  $22,626.  The  total  for  the  three  norts 
during  the  month  was  820  trips,  aggregating  18,226JB00  pounos  of 
fresh  and  salted  fish,  having  a  value  to  the  fishermen  or  $568,735. 
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BlTBEAir  OF  KUTES  FBODXTCES  BABIinf  AT  SEDUCED  COST. 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  Lane,  through  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Mines,  has  made  public  the  methods  whereby  the  bureau  lias  been 
able  to  produce  radium  for  less  than  one-third  its  present  selling 
price.  The  cost  of  radium  at  the  Denver  experiment  station  of  the 
bureau,  including  the  higher  cost  of  first  experimental  work,  was 
$37,000  for  each  gram  of  radium  metal.  The  market  price  of  radium 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  has 
been  from  $120,000  to  $160,000  per  gram. 

"  The  result  of  the  ability  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  to  produce  ra- 
dium for  $37,000  a  gram,"  said  Secretary  Lane,  has  at  least  made 
it  possible  for  two  great  hospitals  in  the  country  to  obtain  a  goodly 
supply  of  radium  for  use  in  the  treatment  of  cancer,  that  dreadful 
disease  that  is  costing  the  lives  of  75,000  liuman  beings  eveir  year  in 
the  United  States."  Up  to  the  present  time  5  grams  01  radium 
have  been  extracted  from  the  carnotite  ores,  and  about  half  of  it  has 
been  delivered  in  finished  form  to  the  Kelly  Sanitarium  in  Balti- 
more and  to  the  Memorial  Hospital  in  New  York. 

**  The  Bureau  of  Mines  produced  this  radium  in  cooperation  with 
what  is  known  as  the  National  Badium  Institute,  whicn  was  organ- 
ized for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  curative  properties  of  radium 
and  not  for  private  gain.  These  investigations  have  from  the  first 
been  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  C.  L.  Parsons,  of  the  Bureau  of 
Mines,  the  funds  being  furnished  under  cooperative  agreement  be- 
tween the  National  Radium  Institute  and  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  by 
Dr.  Howard  A.  Kelly,  of  Baltimore,  and  Dr.  James  Douglas,  of 
New  York. 

"  The  application  of  radium  in  the  treatment  of  cancer  and  other 
malignant  growths  has  made  much  more  rapid  progress  in  the  last 
two  years  than  is  generally  appreciated,  even  by  the  medical  pro- 
fession. All  kinds  of  opinions  may  be  easily  had  from  the  laity  and 
from  cancer  experts,  and  the  public  can  draw  almost  any  conclu- 
sion from  the  statements  appearing  in  the  newspapers,  but  prefer- 
ence shruld  be  given  to  the  opinions  of  those  persons  who  have  had 
extended  experience  in  the  use  of  radium  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
enable  them  to  speak  authoritatively. 
Saffiotent  Quantity  of  Kadlam  Hast  be  Used. 

"  One  thing  regarding  radium  therapy  that  has  bden  developed  is 
that  if  the  gamma  rays  of  radium  are  to  be  successfully  applied  to 
the  cure  of  cancer,  a  much  larger  quantity  of  radium  must  be  used 
than  is  possessed  by  not  more  than  two  or  three  individual  surgeons 
or  hospitals  in  the  United  States.  I  know  of  no  individual  or  hos- 
pital that  has  had  the  privilege  of  working  with  so  much  as  half  a 
gram  of  radium  that  does  not  report  cures  in  increasing  number  or 
mat  is  not  able  to  treat  even  advanced  cases  with  increasing  success 
as  a  knowledge  of  techniaue  is  developed.  The  extent  and  variety 
of  cures  reported  and  the  helpful  effecte  of  the  gamma  rays  at  depth 
are  almost  m  direct  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  radium  that  can  be 
applied  at  one  time  to  the  patient. 

I  do  not  mean  that  radium  in  comparatively  small  amounts  may 
not  be  effective,  but  in  two  American  hospitals  that  have  a  half  a 
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gram  of  radium  or  more,  results  are  being  obtained  daily  that  un- 
questionably will  not  be  duplicated  elsewhere  until  equal  quantities 
are  available.  Physicians  and  surgeons  who  do  not  have  this  much 
radium  have  no  right  to  criticize  or  condemn  the  physicians  who 
have  more  and  who  are  obtaining  results. 

"At  the  time  the  Bureau  began  its  radium  investigations  the  miners 
and  prospectors  in  Colorado  and  Utah  who  were  engaged  in  the  min- 
ing of  camotite  ore  were  receiving  between  $75  and  $80  a  ton  for  their 
ore,  this  price  being  for  the  ore  delivered  in  New  York  for  shipment 
to  Europe.  The  ore  was  being  sent  abroad  in  quantity  and  was  not 
being  treated  in  this  country,  although  one  or  two  companies  were 
rapidly  purchasing  from  prospectors  claims  at  $50  to  $200  and  there- 
by lajdng  the  foundation  of  a  future  possible  monopoly  in  this  rare 
material.  It  was  hoped  that  methods  could  be  found  that  would  en- 
able miners  and  associations  of  miners  to  extract  the  radium  from 
their  own  ores,  place  it  on  the  market,  and  obtain  profits  that  had  been 
going  to  foreign  manufacturers. 

Price  of  Ore  Doubled  in  Two  Tears. 

"  By  August,  1914,  when  the  European  war  came  on,  camotite  ore 
was  selling  for  more  than  twice  the  price  that  had  been  obtained  in 
the  summer  of  1012,  this  bein|;  undoubtedly  due  to  the  Bureau  of 
Mines  calling  attention  to  the  situation  as  it  existed  at  the  beginning. 

"At  this  time  there  were  16  to  20  grams  of  radiimi  contracted  for 
abroad,  chiefly  in  Germany,  at  prices  above  $120,000  a  gram.  Seem- 
ingly the  war  has  not  affected  the  market  price,  but  simply  the  amount 
produced. 

"As  to  the  selling  price  of  radium  in  the  future  the  Bureau  of 
Mines  makes  no  prediction,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  selling 
price  will  decline  because  of  the  cheaper  methods  of  production. 
The  situation  is  somewhat  analogous  to  the  production  of  gold,  dia- 
monds, or  any  other  material  that  is  in  steady  demand  but  occurs 
only  in  small  quantities.  Beyond  doubt  the  ffmount  of  radium  in 
nature  is  exceedingly  small.  Other  deposits  of  radium  ore  may  be 
found,  but  it  is  highly  improbable  that  the  past  rarity  of  radium 
ores  will  be  greatly  modified,  so  that  the  price  of  the  radium  will 
largely  depend  on  the  aUility  to  procure  the  raw  material. 

"According  to  the  best  evidence  that  the  Bureau  of  Mines  can  ob- 
tain there  is  not  sufiicient  ore  available  to  maintain  for  many  more 
years  the  rate  of  production  in  1914. 

"  When  this  radium  work  was  taken  up  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
department  to  show  beyond  doubt  that,  if  authorized  by  Congress, 
the  radium  could  be  procured  from  ores  then  owned  by  the  people  at  a 
cost  approximating  one-third  the  market  price  and  that  it  was  much 
better  policy  for  the  Government  to  obtain  the  radium  so  greatly 
needed  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Public  Health  Serv- 
ice at  this  low  cost  than  to  give  these  ores  to  large  corporations  and 
then  purchase  as  radium  material  that  had  belonged  to  the  people 
at  a  price  insuring  large  profits  to  the  possessors. 

Camotite  Areas  Prospected  and  Host  Valuable  Clalina  Located. 

"Unfortunately,  the  bill  introduced  into  Congress  in  1914  which 
would  have  accomplished  this  purpose  failed  to  pass  and  in  the  mean- 
time the  camotite  areas  have  been  tlioroughly  prospected  and  the 
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most  valuable  claims  located.  Accordingly,  we  must  be  content  with 
the  good  that  may  come  to  the  American  people  through  the  radium 
being  extracted  in  the  plant  of  the  National  Radium  Institute  until 
Buch  time  as  the  Government  may  furnish  funds  sufficient  to  enable 
it  to  purchase  in  the  open  market  such  ore  as  may  be  necessary  to 
supplement  the  little  that  remains  unlocated  on  Government  land. 

"  The  report  of  the  bureau  on  this  new  and  cheaper  method  of  pro- 
ducing radium  from  camotite  ores  is  highly  technical  in  its  character 
and  will  only  interest  those  chemists  who  are  engaged  on  such  work. 
The  methods  devised  are  entirely  new  and  differ  tiom  former  methods 
not  only  in  detail  but  in  apparatus  used.  The  time  of  operation  is 
much  shorter  than  in  any  other  plant  now  producing  radium  and  the 
commercial  recovery  is  much  greater.  Furthermore,  it  is  believed 
that  the  cost  of  production  is  less  than  that  in  any  method  used 
heretofore.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  methods  ap- 
ply solely  to  the  treatment  of  camotite  ore  and  are  not  necessarily 
applicable  to  pitchblende  or  autunite. 

"The  methods  of  extracting  the  radium  that  have  been  evolved 
may  be  utilized,  under  intelligent  technical  control,  by  any  firm,  asso- 
ciation, or  corporation  that  can  obtain  the  raw  material.  Although 
being  patented  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  the  processes  may  be 
used  freely  by  anyone  within  the  United  States." 


AMEBIGAH  CONSUIAE  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Kuu. 

Fort. 

Explm- 
tfor  or 
vocuo. 

Address. 

.'i  mo;,  China.  

Dor.  31 

...do  

Dec.  15 

.  ..do  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Dec.  31 

Dec.  3 

Department  of  StateWsdibietoo,  D .  C. 
Do. 

Atror-lation  of  tho  Bar  of  the  Cfty  of 

New  York,  Kcw  YorV  City. 
903  Ooodrk-h  Arcnuo  St.  rani,  Ulnn. 
Department  ol&tato,washiiigton,  B.C. 
T^wcs,  Del. 

Branch  offico,  Bnroau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  CommeR-e,  New  York, 
N.  y. 

(•) 

H«8sersmUta,  George  8  

Tosarlo,  Ai««t)Una  

Fort  £ri«,  CaDada  

Dnenos  Aires,  Argen* 

tiDfl. 

■  The  tour  of  American  cities  b;  Conmil  General  Thomas  Sammonn,  of  Sbangbal,  Includes 
RochCKtcr,  New  York,  Detroit,  Cnlcago,  Minneapolis,  Seattle,  and  Taconia,  concluding  at 
the  latter  place  Dec.  10,  1015.  lie  will  confer  wltb  bualseBS  men  at  these  places  who 
are  Intemted  In  trade  la  China, 


on.  PRODUCTION  nr  saeawak. 

[Vice  Consul  John  NImmo  Wartlrop,  Snndnkftn,  British  North  Borneo,  Sept.  18.] 

The  Sarawak  Gazette  of  August  2, 1915,  makes  the  following  quo- 
tation from  the  Financial  Times: 

The  Sarawak  conces.<;tons  work«l  by  tlie  Anslo-Saxon  Co.  yielded  65,185  tons, 
acalnst  26,043  tons  In  1913.  The  oil  is  still  being  refined  In  Sumatra  pending  a 
larger  production,  which  would  make  construction  of  a  local  refinery  profitable. 

The  65,185  tons  apparently  represent  the  yield  of  the  Sarawak 
srorloDigs  for  the  calendar  year  1914. 
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BBtra  UATEBIAIS  ISOH  VEST  CHIHA. 


IConsnl  K  Carl«ton  Baker,  Chungking.] 


The  Province  of  Szechwan  is  well  known  for  its  medicines  and 
medicinal  materials,  as  large  quantities  are  used  in  other  parts  of 
China  and  tliere  are  considerable  shipments  abroad.  Recently  a  long 
list  of  the  important  local  medicinal  materials  was  shown  to  an 
American  drug  expert,  who  designated  a  number  that  could  be  used 
to  advantage  by  pharmacists,  etc.,  in  the  United  States.  A  list  of  the 
articles  so  designated  was  submitted  to  the  local  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce with  the  request  that  samples  of  each  be  collected  for  the  con- 
sulate and  that  some  data  be  furnished  concerning  the  amoimt  avail- 
able each  season  and  the  prevailing  prices.   This  request  was  com- 


samples  furnished,  with  a  brief  description  of  each;  the  prices  are 
for  the  early  summer,  1915 : 

Aatriitvm.wtiMni,  A.  flschcH,  and  A.  hemslevan.—Ot  these  aconite  materials, 
A,  v}il»<mi,  known  to  the  Chinese  as  "chuan  wa,"  can  be  obtained  for  $0.^ 

United  States  currency  per  100  pounds.  About  55,000  pounds  a  year  can  be 
supplied  by  this  part  of  China.  A.  fischcri,  known  In  Chinese  as  "  fu  tzu," 
brings  $3.28  per  100  pounds;  supply  avnllable.  400,000  pounds  a  year.  About 
27,000  pounds  of  A.  hemnlryan  are  nvailablo  each  yeiir  nnd  It  sells  for  98.14  pw 
100  pounds.   Among  the  Chinese  it  Is  known  as  "ts'ao  wu." 

Arfeniisia  sp. — This  wormwcxKl  sells  at  $1.88  per  100  pounds  and  abont 
16,000  pounds  a  year  are  available.   It  is  known  locally  as  "  yln  chen." 

Asarum  himalaicum. — The  sample  of  "hang  yen "  submitted  Is  considered 
poisonous.  It  sells  for  $9.39  per  100  pounds  and  200,000  pounds  are  available 
annually. 

Cannabis  aatlva. — This  oU-bearlng  seed  may  be  purchased  locally  for  $l.re 
per  100  pounds,  about  15,000  pounds  a  year  being  available.  Among  the  Chinese 
it  Is  known  as  "  huo  ma  yen." 

Cinnamomum  casata. — Tills  well-known  material  can  he  purchased  for  $1.13 
per  100  pounds  la  west  China.  About  2o0,000  pounds  are  available  aimnally; 
known  to  the  Chinese  as  "  Iruan  kuel." 

Coptia  chinemis. — This  Is  a  bitter  herb  of  the  crowfoot  family.  Two  varieties 
are  sold  locally.  One,  known  as  "  ya  huang  lien,"  is  sold  for  $47  per  100  pounds, 
13,000  pounds  a  year  being  the  output.  The  other  variety,  known  as  "wel 
huang  Hen,"  Is  much  cheaper,  selling  for  $3.76  per  100  pounds.  Thirteen  thou- 
sand pounds  are  avnllable  each  year. 

Croton  HglUm. — ^These  famlllnr  oll-benrinpr  seeds  are  sold  In  west  China  for 
$2.63  per  100  pounds,  and  about  250,000  pounds  are  available  each  season.  They 
are  known  to  the  Chinese  as  "  pa  ton." 

Foeniculum  vulaarc. — Penne!  sg«I  sells  for  $3.05  per  100  pounds  nnd  150,000 
pounds  are  a%'allabie.   It  Is  known  to  the  Chinese  as  "  hslno  luii." 

QlycyrrMza  cmiicrima.. — Licorice  root  is  sold  at  $11.28  per  100  pounds,  and 
700,000  pounds  are  produced  annually.   It  Is  known  locally  as  "  kan  tsao." 

Rheum  officinale. — This  rhubarb  root  Is  sold  locally  nt  $10.33  per  100  pounds, 
and  250,000  pounds  are  available  annually.  It  is  called  by  the  Chinese  "ta 
huang." 

firiifcUaria  sp. — These  seeds  are  known  to  the  Chinese  as  "  chuan  Uen  bsu  '* 
or  "  huons  chin  tzu."  but  further  details  were  not  obtained. 

ZanthoTj/lnvi  bun gd.— These  seeds  are  available  at  $11.80  per  100  pounds. 
About  150.000  pounds  ore  produced  annually.  The  seeds  are  called  "  hua  chlao  " 
by  the  Chinese. 

Zingcbcr  offlnnalc. — ^Thls  ginger  sells  for  $1.88  per  100  pounds  and  the  supply 
amounts  to  1,000.000  pounds  a  year.  It  Is  known  locally  as  *'  kan  chlang." 

^uanfi  pet  and  pi  hHeh. — These  are  barks  Included  with  the  samples  without 
further  identification.  Huang  pel  sells  at  $1.41  per  100  pounds,  250,000  pounds  a 
year  being  available.  About  200,000  pounds  of  pi  bsleh  are  produced  annually ; 
no  price  given. 

[The  18  samples  of  medicinal  materials  supplied  by  Consul  Baker 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
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or  its  branch  offices.  The  names  of  two  exporting  firms  at  Chungking 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  branches.  Kefer  to  file  No. 
fi8302.] 


PTJGET  SOUKD'S  IMPKOVED  SHIPPING  FACILITIES. 

[CMnmercIal  Asent  W.  B.  Ilendersoti,  Seattle,  WaBh.] 

The  steamers  Keishin  Maru  and  Tosan  Maru  have  been  added  to 

the  service  of  the  Osaka  Shoscn  Kaisha  between  Puget  Sound  and 
China  and  Japan.  In  addition,  the  Unhai  Maru  Ao.  S,  which  is 
under  charter  to  the  sliipping  firm  of  Frank  Waterhouse  &  Co., 
reached  Seattle  recently  with  a  2,000-ton  cargo  of  oriental  freight. 
After  discharging,  the  vessel  had  a  full  cargo  booked  for  the  Orient. 

The  vessel  Oolden  Shore,  from  Littleton,  New  Zealand,  by  way  of 
Kewcastle,  New  South  Wales,  came  to  Puget  Sound,  under  charter  to 
Hind  Bolph  Co.,  to  load  liuuber  from  Seattle  and  Everett  and  return 
to  New  Zealand. 

Five  new  ships — four  of  them  heavy  freighters  and  one  a  passen- 
ger ship — have  recently  been  added  to  the  Seattle- Alaska  trade.  The 
Kansas  City  was  purchased  in  San  Francisco  and  has  arrived  in 
Seattle.  She  will  be  remodeled  into  a  passenger  ship  and  rechristened 
Alaska,  The  Alaska  Transportation  Co.  has  two  other  new  ships — 
the  Burlington  and  Bennington^  recently  purchased  Great  Lakes 
freighters.  These  will  be  overhauled  and  renamed  the  Juneau  and 
Valdez,  respectively.  The  Admiral  Line  adds  the  Rutland  and  Og- 
demhurg.  These  also  will  have  new  names — Clark  and  Sehree. 
They  are  large  freighters. 

There  have  been,  for  some  weeks  past,  several  factors  working 
toward  the  establishment  of  better  shipping  facilities  between  this 
section  and  the  west  coast  of  South  America,  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  first  of  the  coming  year  will  see  a  marked  improvement  in 
this  direction. 


HIL&N  COHSTTL  AND  GOUHEBCE  CHAMBER  COOPEAATE. 

[Consul  John  H.  Groat,  UUaa,  Italy.  Sept.  80.] 

The  Milan  consulate  is  in  frequent  receipt  of  large  numbers  of 
letters  from  American  business  nouses,  requesting  such  informa- 
tion as  will  assist  in  increasing  trade  with  this  consular  district. 
The  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Milan,  also,  is  dealing  daily 
with  a  large  volume  of  inquiries.  It  is  sugges-ted  that  those  ad- 
dresing  this  office  inclose  carbon  copies  of  their  letters,  to  be  handed 
over  to  the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Milan,  and  thus  two 
interested  organizations  will  give  the  matter  attention. 

Where  a  carbon  copy  is  inclosed,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  state 
that  it  is  intended  for  the  Chamber,  as  that  will  be  understood. 
Letters  addressed  to  the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Milan 
need  not  be  accompanied  by  carbon  copies.  Many  lines  of  business 
are  represented  in  the  membership  of  the  organization,  and  this 
facilitates  obtaining  information,  and  often  establishing  good  busi- 
ness connections.  Lettei's  from  American  purchasers  should  pref- 
erably be  addressed  to  the  Chamber  of  Conmierce. 
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B&ABFOBD  J1TTEHXLE  EHHiOTUEHT  BITBEAIT. 

[Vtcc  CoDsal  Hamilton  C.  Claiboroe,  Bradford,  England.  Oct  18.] 

Among  the  many  noteworthy  Bradford  municipal  enterprises  for 
children's  welfare  is  the  Juvenile  Employment  Bureau.  Bjr  an  ad- 
mirable system  of  cooperation  between  teacher,  medical  officer,  and 
employer  the  mental  and  physical  capabilities,  as  well  as  the  predis- 
positions of  the  boys  and  girls,  are  considered  in  connection  with  the 
opportimities  offered  in  office  or  mill. 

Three  months  before  each  child  leaves  school  a  card  is  sent  to  the 
education  office,  giving  a  record  of  health  and  school  career  and 
offering  suggestions  as  to  the  kind  of  employment  most  suitable  for 
the  case  mider  consideration.  A  member  of  the  district  committee 
then  calls  upon  the  child's  parents  and  in  many  instances  suggests 
a  course  at  the  city^s  night  schools,  or  malres  an  appointment  with 
parents  and  child  to  call  at  the  bureau,  where  full  mformation  re- 
garding employment  may  be  had.  Especially  worthy  of  note  is  the 
manner  in  which  employers  have  responded  to  the  opportunities  of 
the  bureau ;  in  fact,  during  the  past  year  inquiries  nrom  employers 
were  more  numerous  than  from  children. 

The  scope  of  this  work  is  by  no  means  limited  to  children  leaving 
school,  and  perhaps  one  of  the  most  important  phizes  of  juvenile  em- 
ployment in  Bradford  is  the  reconsideration  of  the  cases  of  those 
who  are  dissatisfied  and  unsuccessful  in  their  positions.  The  chil- 
dren's clinic  and  the  open-air  schools  are  coordinated  with  the  em- 
ployment bureau  and,  by  early  diagnosis  of  defects  and  diseases,  have 
obtained  excellent  results  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of  disabilities 
and  embryonic  maladies.  Numerous  cases  have  been  recommended 
to  the  juvenile  board  for  open-air  employment,  and  others  are  desig- 
nated to  report  at  intervals  to  the  medical  officer  in  charge. 

[A  copy  of  the  r^rt  of  the  Juvenile  bureau  for  the  year  ended  July  31, 1915, 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  ForelKU  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.  Ask  for  file  No.  68240.] 


CANASY  ISLANDS  HAVE  NO  SPONGE  FISHEBIES. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stilos,  TenertlTe,  Jnlr  6.] 

An  Ohio  firm  makes  inquiry  as  to  the  supply  of  sponges  in  Canary 
Island  waters.  Despite  the  lact  that  the  Canary  Archipelago  lies 
in  a  latitude  favorable  to  the  ^wth  of  sponges  of  all  kinds,  there 
are  no  commercial  sponge  fisheries  here  nor  have  any  sponge  growths 
been  found  in  the  waters  around  the  islands. 

This  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Canary  group,  being 
composed  of  a  cluster  of  deeply  submerged  volcanic  peats,  now 
considered  extinct,  is  surrounded  by  extremely  deep  waters.  The 
shores  of  the  islands  descend  so  abruptly  into  the  ocean  bed  that 
thousands  of  feet  of  water  can  be  encountered  only  a  few  hundred 
feet  from  the  tide  levels  of  the  islands. 

According  to  the  authorities  of  the  Scientific  and  Kautical  School 
maintained  in  Teneriffe  by  the  Spanish  Government,  this  tremend- 
ous depth  of  the  ocean  bed  surrounding  the  Canaries  explains  the 
absence  of  any  sponge  growtiis  near  them. 
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TSDfOTAinS  TBADE  IN  AAV  COTTON  AND  COTTON  TABN. 

[Consul  Willys  B.  Peck,  Tfltngtan,  China,  Sept.  30.1 

The  Japanese  newspaper  in  Tsingtau  has  published  ai-ticles  on  the 
export  of  raw  cotton  from  the  Pi-ovince  of  Shantung  and  the  trade 
in  cotton  yam.  It  states  that  a  considerable  amount  of  raw  cotton 
finds  its  way  to  Japan,  about  2,000  bales  going  to  Osaka  by  each 
steamer.  Most  of  this  cotton  is  shipped  b^  Chinese  merchants,  and 
with  the  new  crop,  soon  to  be  marketed,  it  is  expected  that  the  cotton 
market  in  Tsingtau  will  be  brisk. 

"The  annual  import  of  cotton  yarn  into  Tsingtau  from  Japan," 
says  this  newspaper,  "in  the  period  before  the  war  is  reported  to 
have  reached  a  value  of  10,000,000  yen  (about  $5,000,000),  and  it  hag 
remained  the  largest  import  ever  since  the  outbreak*  of  hostilities. 
The  high  price  of  raw  cotton  in  international  markets  recently  lias 
encouraged  good  prices  for  cotton  yarn,  and  the  variety  Iwaring 
the  *  Fan '  trade-mark  is  quoted  at  the  remarkable  price  of  $57.87. 
The  large  Japanese  dealers  say  that  the  improved  exchange  and 
brisk  demand  from  the  Chinese  is  creating  the  best  business  in  five 
years." 

In  discussing  the  raw  cotton  situation,  the  newspaper  says  that  the 
strong  prices  ruling  for  cotton  in  Japan  have  affected  the  price  in 
Tsingtau,  China.  The  usual  price  of  $0,069  per  pound  has  gone  up 
to  $0,078  per  pound.  It  is,  however,  f^uoteu  in  Osaka,  Japan,  at 
$0,088  per  pound,  and  the  price  in  Tsman,  Shantung,  at  present 
exchange  being  equivalent  to  $0,078  per  pound,  even  if  freight  and 
other  charges  are  added  and  deduction  made  for  loss  of  weight  in 
transit,  it  still  can  be  sold  at  $0,086  per  pound  without  losing  money. 

XODERN  CBEAHEBT  FOB  COBNWALL. 

[Consul  O.  B.  Tttggart,  Connrall,  Ontario,  Canada,  Oct  26.] 

The  new  model  dairy  and  butter  factory  that  is  building  in  Com- 
wall  will  soon  be  completed.  The  equipment  and  its  installation 
will  cost  about  $3,500  and  will  consist  of  the  most  modem  machinery, 
including  the  usual  clarifier,  pasteurizer  and  cooler,  bottler,  sterilizer, 
washer,  tanks,  pipes,  pump,  cans,  and  bottles.  There  will  also  be 
a  600-pound  chum  ana  butter  worker,  and  a  refrigerator  7  by  10  by  11 
feet  JPower  will  be  furnished  by  an  electric  motor.  All  this  equip- 
ment came  from  American  branch  houses. 

This  dairy  enterprise  plans  to  buy  and  sell  milk  and  cream  and 
manufacture  butter.  The  milk  will  be  handled  in  as  sanitary  a  man- 
ner as  possible.  Delivery  will  be  made  before  breakfast — a  conven- 
ience Tniich  Cornwall  has  not  heretofore  had.  The  supply  of  milk 
and  cream  will  be  purchased  from  the  farmers  in  this  dairying  district. 
Most  of  the  milk  nas  heretofore  been  taken  to  the  cheese  factories, 
and  the  farmers  will  doubtless  profit  by  this  new  demand  for  their 
milk.  The  milk  will  be  bought  by  weight,  and  the  price  will  be  regu- 
lated by  the  cheese  prices. 

The  butter  will  be  made  from  pasteurized  cream.  Up  to  this  time 
Cornwall  has  bought  its  butter  from  creameries  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  and  in  Ontario  Province  from  creameries  as  far  distant  as 
BelleTille. 
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aESKAV  HETHOD  OF  UTIUZIKa  WASTE  BOSTE  BUCK. 

[Consul  General  JoIIob  G.  Lay,  Berlin,  Oct.  4.1 

Only  recently  has  the  waste  bone  black,  discarded  by  refiners  of 

sugar,  petroleum,  and  glucose,  and  by  other  decolorizing  institutions) 
been  a  subject  of  serious  study  in  Germany  by  these  factories. 

The  method  of  refining,  at  first,  largely  determined  what  dispo- 
sition  they  would  make  of  their  waste  material.  For  instance,  in 
large  sugar  refineries  filtration  processes  are  essential.  If  the  waste 
bone  black  is  used  ns  an  absorbent  during  the  filtration  it  can  not  be 
sold  for  other  industrial  purposes  without  being  revived  and  agam 
purified.  During  the  last  few  years  filter  presses  have  been  so 
improved  that  tliey  are  now  largely  used  instead  of  bone  black. 
Various  Germ_an  patents  treat  of  processes  to  purify  bone  black 
after  it  has  been  used  as  an  absorbent.  One  of  the  most  prominent 
of  these  patents  covers  a  process  to  purify  bone  black,  using  a  gaseous 
sulphurous  acid  instead  of  diluted  hydrochloric  acid. 
Eelative  Values  of  Unpnrlfled,  BemlpnTifled,  and  ^re  froduet 

Several  industrial  chemical  firms  at  Berlin,  Hamburg,  and  other 
large  German  cities  buy  up,  collect,  and  purify  waste  bone  black. 
Chemical  firms  and  refineries  oifer  bone  black  for  sale  in  an  unpuri- 
fied,  semipurified,  and  absolutely  -  pure  condition,  either  moist  or 
entirely  dry.  Bone  black  unpurified  can  be  purchased  by  the  German 
carload  (2'i,04G.2  pounds)  at  [jrices  ranging  from  $1.90  to  $9.52  per 
100  kilos  (220.4G  pounds),  according  to  quality.  The  semipurified 
product  in  a  moist  condition  sells  at  $17.85  ^er  100  kilos,  while  the 
same  product  purified  brin^  $33.fJ2  per  100  kilos.  Bone  black  moist, 
chemically  purified  with  acid,  sells  at  $C9.02  per  100  kilos;  the  same 
product  dry  at  the  much  higher  price  of  $130.90  per  100  kilos. 

Germany's  foreign  trade  m  bone  black,  bone  ash,  and  animal  char- 
coal for  1912  and  1913  and  for  the  first  six  months  of  1914,  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  1913,  amounted  to:  Imports  in 
1913,  $174,216;  in  1912,  $144,942;  exports  in  1913,  $282,208;  in  1912, 
$235,144;  imports  firet  six  months  of  1914,  $64,498;  corresponding 
period  in  1913,  $70,086;  exports  for  half  year  in  1914,  $160,654;  in 
1913,  $141,848. 

[Lists  of  German  inanufQcturers  of  bone  black,  manufacturers  of  animal 
cliarcoal,  sugar  refiners,  ami  oil  refiners  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Us  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No. 
67934.]   

LTTBBICATXNa  OILS  IN  BEBHtTDA. 

[Consul  Carl  R  Loop.  namiUoD,  Not,  5.1 

About  100  barrels  of  lubricating  oils  are  consumed  annually  in 
Bermuda,  consisting  approximately  of  20  barrels  low-^ade  motor- 
boat  oils,  50  barrels  marine  oils,  20  barrels  kerosene-oil  lubricants, 
and  10  barrels  heavy  cylinder  oils.  The  principal  uses  are  for  motor 
boats,  steamships,  and  machinery.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  all 
lubricating  oils  used  in  Bermuda  come  from  the  United  States,  and 
the  prices  paid  therefor  per  gallon  f.  o.  b.  New  York  are  as  follows: 
Kerosene  oil,  $0.40;  low-grade  motor-boat  oil,  $0.25;  marine  oils, 
$0.30 ;  heavy  cylinder  oils,  $0.60. 

[A  list  of  Bermuda  dealers  In  lubricating  oils  forwarded  by  the  consul  may 
be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  For^gn  and  Domestic  Ckmimerce;  refer  to  ffle 
08600.1 
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ATTACHE  TOmiS  WAY  TO  BETTEB  AUEBICAN  PACKING. 

[Commercial  AttacM  JnleaB  H.  Arnold,  American  Legation,  Peking,  Cblna,  Sept.  29.1 

Considerable  evidence  of  bad  packing  on  the  part  of  American 
shippers  has  been  seen  here.  Bales  of  American  cotton  sheetings 
have  arrived  in  Shanghai  in  very  bad  condition,  owing  to  inferior 
packing,  while  alongside  these  poorly  packed  American  bales  wem 
beautifully  wrapped  British  bales.  Machinery  has  arrived  in 
Shanghai  with  parts  broken  on  account  of  careless  packing.  I  have 
myself  received  furniture  from  American  manufacturers  in  a  most 
dilapidated  condition  on  account  of  the  packing.  All  our  consuls  in 
China  have  probably  had  specific  instances  brought  to  their  attention. 

There  is  one  phase  of  American  packing  for  foreign  shipment 
which  does  not  seem  to  have  been  included  in  criticisms  directed 
against  American  shippers.  Perhaps,  instead  of  using  the  expres- 
sion "  bad  packing,"  it  would  be  better  to  say  "  unintelligent  pack- 
ing," for  there  have  been  numerous  instances  in  which  goods  were 
padced  too  well,  involving  unnecessary  expense.  For  instance,  re- 
cently in  Shanghai,  Amencan  hardware-trade  possibilities  were  in- 
vestigated, and  several  dealers  said  that  much  American  hardware 
came  to  China  packed  too  well,  materially  increasing  the  cost  of  the 
goods  in  this  market.  Some  articles  which  would  carry  easily  with- 
out any  chance  of  breakage  were  packed  like  glassware.  Packing 
boxes  were  placed  within  packing  boxes,  adding  to  the  freight 
chargea 

Tn  several  instances  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  adding  charges  for  crates  and  packing  without 
much  consideration  for  the  proportionate  cost  which  these  items  bear 
to  the  articles  shipped.  One  big  American  mail-order  house,  which 
has  a  very  extensive  trade  throughout  the  Orient,  is  credited  with 
being  extremely  careful  in  regard  to  its  packing,  but  is  criticized 
because  its  added  charges  for  crates  and  packing  are  disproportion- 
ately high. 

I  would  suggest  that  American  shippers  place  in  packages  shipped 
a  printed  slip  calling  for  comments  from  the  consigr.ees  on  the  pack- 
ing of  the  parcels  received  by  them,  and  in  this  way,  in  course  of 
time,  they  will  probably  receive  valuable  suggestions.  The  only 
way  to  overcome  this  criticism  is  to  understand  wherein  the  fault 
lies  in  each  specific  instance. 


AMERICANS  ACCEPT  MADRID  FTHBUGITT  OFFER. 

IConsul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Spain,  Oct  10.] 

As  a  result  of  the  publication  of  the  article  entitled  "Madrid 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Offers  Gratuitous  Publicity"  in  CoaxMERce 
Beports  for  August  25,  short  notices  of  American  firms  desiring 
Spanish  agents  for  their  products  form  fuU;^  half  of  the  two  pages 
of  "Trade  Opportunities"  in  the  current  issue  of  the  chamber's 
Boletfn  Oficial.  At  the  end  of  the  "  Opportunities"  a  paragraph  (in 
Spanish)  tells  of  the  reciprocal  service  offered  by  the  Madrid  con- 
smate: 

The  American  consnl  In  Madrid  Informs  Spanish  merchants  who  would  like 
to  do  buslEess  with  his  country  that  a  notice  from  them  would  be  publislied 
without  charge  in  the  official  Journal  of  the  United  States  Comuebce  "RBPome 
All  requests  should  be  directed  to  the  offices  of  the  consulate,  Lealta<^  9. 
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IHCBEASING  INTEB^AMEfilCAV  TBASI!. 

[Ambauador  Frederic  J.  BttnuOD,  Baenof  Aires,  Argentina,  Oct  4.1 

Under  the  caption,  "  Increasing  inter- American  trade,"  La  Kaci6n, 
a  leading  newspaper  of  Buenos  Aires,  recently  discussed  the  eco- 
nomic principles  underlying  a  successful  commercial  campaign  in 
the  southern  Bepublic  and  the  best  methods  to  employ  in  seeking 
to  vrin  these  markets  permanently.  After  recounting  the  expansion 
of  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  South  America  as  one 
of  the  problons  most  engaging  tlie  governors,  manufacturers,  and 
capitalists  of  the  fonner  country  at  the  present  time,  the  journal 
continues : 

Unit  Adopt  Compatlton'  Taotlos. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  HcAdoo,  has  drawn  up  a  program  of 
ways  to  strengthen  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  South  Ameri- 
can Republics  (especially  Argentina  and  Brazil)  that  embraces  banking  projects 
to  grant  credit  for  the  formation  and  encouragement  of  steamship  companies 
with  direct  and  regular  sailings,  uniformity  in  the  regulations  governing  Inter- 
change, and,  finally,  a  Pan  American  congress  to  meet  annually  at  Washington 
to  consider,  advised  by  traveling  commissions,  all  matters  in  connection  with 
commercial  advancement. 

The  project  is  sound,  but  In  being  put  Into  practice  It  may  meet  with  stum- 
bling blocks  tf  tlie  steps  taken  are  based  only  on  the  situation  created  by  the 
war.  In  the  permanent  holding  of  the  advantages  secured  one  must  not  lose 
sight  of  relations  traditionally  established  with  European  commerce,  banking, 
and  manufacture,  and  commerce  with  Europe  will  try  to  recover  Its  place  later. 

The  chief  requisite  that  the  American  will  need  to  meet  with  definite  suc- 
cess Is,  then,  the  adoption  of  the  ways  and  means  by  which  their  competitors, 
for  the  moment  withdrawn,  managed  to  secure  a  preeminent  position  In  our 
Interchange.  These  ways  and  means  const(lere<l  the  advantages  of  long  credits, 
offering  facilities  which  encouraged  ua  to  acquire  their  goods,  and  were 
based  on  a  detailed  study  of  the  Argentine  market,  Its  demand,  expenses, 
qualities,  prices,  and  individualities  of  consumption. 

iBTCttment  of  Capital  the  Best  Kethod. 

The  most  efficient  way  of  conquering  these  markets  Is  the  financial,  the 
economic  way,  which  gets  Into  touch  with  the  country's  progress  through  the 
public  works  and  service  and  Identifies  Itself  with  the  prosperity  and  develop- 
ment of  the  Nation.  In  consequence,  the  Investment  of  American  capital 
ought  to  be  made  In  such  undertakings  as  will  weld  It  firmly  and  organically 
to  the  vitality  of  the  country.  Ijoans  for  progressive  schemes,  such  as  port 
works  and  railroads,  and  furnishing  permanent  capital  for  improvements  ore 
part  and  parcel  of  the  program  of  tirade  expansion  and  radlcatlon  quite  as 
Important  as  schemes  of  a  purely  commerdal  nature,  which  lattor  create 
relationships  at  once  unstable  and  contingent 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  main  objective  of  the  American  policy 
of  expansion  In  this  country  must  l>e  financial  quite  as  much  as  merely  com- 
mercial, for  it  is  tlie  former  which  must  strengthen  the  bonds  between  the 
two  countries  and  establish  relations  Ideatifled  with  the  growth  of  the  sources 
of  tl>e  country's  wealth  and  Its  factors.  Capital  from  North  America,  besides 
being  of  a  banking  nature,  must  be  economically  applied  to  develop  the 
sources  of  the  country's  riches. 

The  investment  of  North  American  capital,  preferably  ctrculatwy,  should 
be  the  desideratum  of  the  North  American  campaign. 


A  large  order  for  paper-box  machinery  is  expected  to  result, 
reports  Consul  General  A.  Gaulin,  of  Marseille,  France,  from  a  Trade 
Opportunity  that  was  published  in  Comsierce  Repobts  for  Septem- 
ber 28,  and  other  opportunities  will  likely  result  in  considerable 
purchases  of  glucose  and  of  bronze  powders  for  printing  purposes 
n  the  near  future. 
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HATAL'S  XBASE  FOB  HALF  TEAB. 

[Consal  William  W.  Masterson,  Durban,  Natal  Pro^lDce,  South  Africa,  Sept.  28.1 

Natal's  trade  returns  for  the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1915, 
while  $5,481,123  (or  16  per  cent)  below  the  total  value  in  the  first 
half  of  1914  are  still  not  discouraging  in  view  of  the  war  and  its 
consequences.  Compared  with  Uie  corresponding  months  of  last 
year  the  imports  and  exports  into  the  Province  during  January-June 
reached  a  value  of : 


Vimtlis. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

191« 

1915 

1914 

1915 

$4,074, 7« 

$2,489,730 

52,375,763 

$1,221,083 

3.006.737 

2,41)1,901 

1,890,708 

1,460,636 

4, 123. 777 

3,064,756 

1,563,100 

1,852,394 



3,774,870 

3,360,080 

1,933,300 

2,816,531 

3,809,380 

3,9U,M1 

1,398,544 

1,130.590 

4,374,ffi7 

8,457,128 

1,102,695 

1,241,293 

13,662,571 

18,802,096 

10,333,176 

9,712,627 

Of  the  imports  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  current  year  the 
British  Empire  supplied  $13,781,046  worth,  against  $16,272,388  worth 
in  January-June,  1914,  the  United  States  coming  next  with  $2,386,- 
536  worth,  against  $2,114,456,  The  British  Empire  also  took  the 
bulk  of  the  exports— $7,387,656,  against  $7,445,102  last  year— and 
the  United  States  was  again  second  in  the  list,  with  purchases  valued 
at  $680,998,  as  contrasted  with  $78,786  in  the  first  half  of  1914. 
This  increase  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States  consisted  almost 
wholly  of  South  African  wool,  whicli,  as  noted  in  CoflMEscE  Rb- 
pQBTs  for  May  1  and  8  and  June  22,  has  recently  found  a  market 
there. 

TalUnff  Off  Ihie  to  Lack  of  Tesselt. 

When  one  studies  the  shipping  record  for  the  six  months  under 
review  the  reason  for  the  falling  off  in  the  Province's  commerce  be- 
comes apparent,  for  during  the  first  half  of  1914,  704  vessels  en- 
tered and  717  cleared  from  the  port  of  Durban,  whereas  in  January- 
June,  1915,  there  were  but  441  entrances  and  433  clearances,  with 
corresponding  decreases  in  the  cargo  totals.  The  comparative  figures 
follow : 


Entered  first  6  months—  Cleared  first  6  months 


1914 


1915 


1914 


1915 


Number  o(  vesseb  

Net  ref^stered  tomiage: 

Coastwise  

Orer-sea  

Tons  of  csKo  landed  or  shipped: 

Coastwise  

Ovema  


7H 

616, OSS 
1.638,808 

11,580 
8^,529 


441 

488,781 
768,168 

10,452 

366,  sn 


717 

676,583 
1,477,128 

133,545 
■  893,903 


438 

427.331 
754,040 

133.301 
>  612,730 


>  Indodes  bnnkw  coaL 


There  is  no  question  that  had  shipping  facilities  been  as  usual 
a  loss  in  trade  would  not  have  occurred.  High  freights  also  had 
their  effect,  the  rates  in  some  instances  being  twice  those  of  normal 
times. 
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UHITEI)  STATES  TRADE  WITH  ATTSTBAXIA  GROWS. 

fConsul  General  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  Aastralla,  Oct.  8.] 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Sydney,  Australia,  to  the  United 
States  during:  the  nine  months  ended  September  30,  1915,  show  a  de- 
cided increase,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in  1914, 
notwithstanding  the  excessively  dry  weather  in  AustraUa  and  restric- 
tions due  to  the  war.   The  value  of  the  exports  by  quarters  was : 


Quarter  nded— 

1914 

1919 

1,M3,«29 
1,477,647 

K,  S23,02S 
2,033,120 
8,0;^.  223 

|3,M;,21S 

im,49i 

7,444,579 

S,fi79,0e& 

17,77S,370 

11,19B,2S1 

There  has  been  a  very^  decided  increase  in  tonnage  and  number 
of  vessels  from  the  United  States  to  Sydney  during  these  nine 
months,  as  compared  with  the  similar  period  in  1914.  The  figures^ 
compared  with  those  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1914,  were; 


Qnarter  ended— 

Vesseb  ftrrlved. 

Tonnase. 

1S14 

,1915 

iQcreaae. 

1914 

1915 

Incrtase. 

If  arch  

0 
7 
4 

7 
17 
24 

1 

10 
20 

17,318 
12,751 

S0.B71 
27.093 
34.S01 

3.353 
12.245 
21.750 

31 

87,348 

Beginning  in  December,  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Co.  will  put  in 

service  an  additional  passenger  vessel  between  Sydney  and  San 
Francisco.  By  this  new  arrangement  a  vessel  will  said  from  Sydney 
to  San  Francisco  every  three  weeks  instead  of  once  a  month,  as  at 
present. 

There  has  never  been  a  more  opportune  time  for  improving  the 
shipping  facilities  between  Sydney  and  the  Pacific  coast  of  the 
United  States.  Larger  ves.sels,  with  greater  speed,  would  be  wel- 
comed by  the  people  of  Australia  and  our  Pacific  coast. 


Branch  Offices  of  tJie  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Room  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  elgbteenth  toot 
TTnited  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Loals,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Bollding;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  ITew  Orleans,  lOSO 
Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
928  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland.  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Five  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes  to  the  acre  is  the  accomplishment 
of  a  Nova  Scotia  farmer.  How  he  did  it  is  told  by  the  Halifax  Her- 
ald of  November  12, 1915,  to  which  attention  is  called  by  Consul  Gen- 
eral Evan  £.  Young,  of  Halifax. 
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KOLAS  GOLD  OUTPUT  LIEELT  TO  L&ST  20  YEASS. 

[Dr.  W.  P.  Smeetb,  Direetor  of  Department  of  Mines  and  Oeologr  In  Mysore,  India,  In 
Mysore  Sconomie  Journal :  article  torwarded  b;  Consal  Lacien  Memmlnxer,  Madras. 
Sept.  22.] 

The  mining  of  the  Kolnr  gold  field  is  the  most  important  industry 
in  Mysore  State,  if  we  exclude  agriculture.  Although  confined  to  a 
small  strip  of  country,  less  than  5  miles  in  length,  it  hns  already 
yielded  gold  to  the  vahie  of  nearly  $214,120,000.  Including  receipts 
iTom  the  sale  of  electric  power  and  water,  the  net  annual  return  to 
the  Government  is  about  30  lakhs  of  rupees  ($073,300)  while  the 
yearly  wage  bill  is  over  80  lakhs  of  rupees  ($2,595,4G7). 

The  possibility  of  the  extinction  of  this  industry,  or  the  prob- 
ability of  its  continuance,  is  obviously  a  matter  of  considerable 
moment,  but  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  very  definite  pronouncement 
is  out  of  the  question. 

The  auriferous  veins  lie  in  a  narrow  belt  of  hornblende  schists, 
about  3  miles  in  width,  which  is  cut  off  on  both  sides  and  below  by  a 
later  intrusive  gneiss.  The  auriferous  veins  are  believed  to  be  older 
than  the  gneiss,  and  will  therefore  be  cut  off,  along  with  the  schists, 
at  some  depth  below  surface.  This  depth  represents  the  ultimate 
limit  of  the  Kolar  gold  field,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  apprehend  that 
it  will  be  less  than  10,000  to  15,000  feet  from  the  surface  and  per- 
haps more.  The  cut-out  may,  of  course,  occur  closer  to  surface,  but 
the  above  figures  are  reasonably  probable,  and  we  need  not  hunt 
trouble. 

Hlnea  ITow  Down  to  Depth  of  S.OOO  Feet 

The  mines  are  now  down  to  a  depth  of  rather  over  5,000  feet  on 
the  inclination  of  the  veins,  or  to  a  maximum  vertical  depth  of  some 
4,900  feet  from  the  surface.  This  has  taken  over  30  years,  and. if  we 
assume  a  downward  development  of  200  feet  per  annum  we  shall 
have  reached  a  vertical  depth  of  about  8,000  feet  in  20  years,  which 
is  well  within  the  ultimate  limit  suggested  above.  It  is  not  improb- 
able that  with  a  low  temperature  gradient  and  efficient  ventilation, 
mining  can  be  carried  down  to  8,000  feet,  and  we  need  not  specu- 
late about  greater  depths;  but  it  may  be  noted  that  down  to  this 
depth  the  whole  of  the  ore  will  not  be  worked  out  in  20  years  and 
that  the  total  period  of  work  will  be  more,  probably  30  years. 

We  are  assuming,  however,  that  not  only  do  the  veins  continue, 
but  that  the  auriferous  portions  of  them  or  the  "shoots"  continue 
to  occur  with  sufficient  frequency  and  of  sufficient  size  to  keep  up  the 
i-etums.  No  one  can  foresee  if  this  will  be  so,  but,  while  I  see  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  systematic  diminution  for  many  years,  it 
would  be  sound  to  contemplate  reduction  of  output  in  the  later  years. 

tDescrlptiOQS  of  the  Mysore  gold  mines  In  the  Kolar  district  were  given  la 
the  Handbook  of  India  (034  pai^es),  published  this  year  by  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Doniratic  Commerce,  and  In  Dally  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for 
August  30,  1913.  Copies  of  the  Handbook  of  India  may  be  obtained  at  $1  each 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Offlre,  Washing- 
ton, D.  G.,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce.] 


The  Danish  hav  crop  is  estimated  at  1,149,000  tons,  a  drop  of 
471,000  tons  from  last  year,  reports  Consul  General  Winslow. 
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[Where  aMmsea  are  omitted  ther  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Baream  and  Ita  bvuA 

otteCB.] 

Bromide  of  potassium.  No.  19314. — An  American  eonsnlar  officer  In  Italy  reports 
that  a  firm  desires  to  corref^nd  with  producers  of  bromide  of  potAsslnm. 

Balsa  trees.  No.  10315. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  man  wishes  to  be 
placetl  in  communication  with  importers  of  balsa  trees.  It  is  stated  that  a 
shipload  could  be  furnished. 

Soda  fountains,  No.  1931G. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  Italy 
states  that  the  eonsuliite  would  like  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists 
of  soda  fountains.  Complete  details  as  to  construction  and  operations 
should  be  furnished. 

General  representation,  No.  19317. — A  real  estate  agent  in  France  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  and 
exporters  anxious  to  introduce  goods  on  the  French  market.  References 
given.   He  does  not  specify  any  particular  line. 

Automobile  and  motor  supplies.  No.  19318. — A  merchant  in  Spain,  dealing  In 
automobile  and  motor  supplies,  desires  to  purchase  these  goods  from  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  on  his  own  account,  or  act  as  agent.  Correspondence  in 
Spanish  Is  preferred. 

Cardboard,  paste,  office  furniture,  etc.,  No!  10319. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  South  Africa  reports  that  a  merchant  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  and 
Information  on  cardboard;  photographic  paste;  office  furniture,  such  as 
tables  and  desks:  mirrors;  and  glass  cutters,  all  to  be  of  a  cheap  grade. 
Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Wooden  spools.  No.  19320. — A  company  fn  Scotland  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  It  wishes  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  wooden 
spools,  samples  of  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch 
offices.   (Refer  to  file  No.  68G86.) 

Electrical  supplies.  No.  19321. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in 
Russia  stat^  that  an  organization  has  requested  cotalogues,  price  lists, 
samples,  and  terms  from  Urms  manufacturing  electrical  supplies,  such  as 
carbon  for  arc  lamps,  with  direct  current ;  material  for  street  lamps,  witb 
and  without  wicks;  switches;  safety  devices,  socket,  with  and  without 
keys;  meters,  etc.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Russian. 

Domestic  labor-saHng  derices,  No.  19322. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Eng- 
land reports  that  a  firm  desires  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  do- 
mestic labor-saving  devices  and  novelties  of  various  descriptloos.  References 
given. 

C«*(on  icaste,  No.  19323. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  the  East 
Indies  states  that  a  firm  desires  samples  and  quotations  on  first  and  second 
qualities  of  cotton  waste  for  engineering  and  factory  work.  It  is  stated 
that  25  tons  annually  can  be  used.   Terms  to  be  arrai^ed  to  suit  seller. 

Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Machinery,  No.  19324. — A  firm  in  Colombia  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  Informatioo,  catalogues,  and  prices  on  machinery  for  the  weav- 
ing of  Jute  cloth  and  bags.  Correspondence  In  Spanish  Is  preferred. 

Electrical  appliances,  No.  19325. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Canary 
Islands  reports  that  u  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  establish  com- 
niorctal  relations,  on  a  commission  basis,  with  manufacturers  of  electrical 
appliances.   Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Skating  and  boirling-aUey  supplies.  No.  1932G. — A  company  In  Central  America 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  contemplates  erecting  a  bowling 
alley  and  skating  rink  and  requests  that  all  information,  literature,  and 
suggestions,  together  with  catalogues  and  prices  of  skates,  skating-rink  sup- 
plies, and  bowiing-aliey  fixtures,  be  sent  to  It. 

Toffs,  No.  19327. — A  teacher  In  care  of  one  of  the  art  schools  In  Australia  In- 
forms  an  American  consular  officer  that  she  desires  to  be  placed  In  communi- 
cation with  manufacturers  of  toys.  Catalogues,  giving  prices,  are  desired  as 
soon  as  positible. 

WABHIIHITOH  I  GOVOBHHBIfT  PKIKTUm  OmcSC  IMI 

Digitized  by  Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COBOfERCE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Fv  Mk  ^  tbs  St^trinttDdent  fl(  Decniacnt*,  WadtinftoD,  D.  C-fH  12  JO  per  few 

No.  275    Washington,  D.  C,  Tuesday,  November  23  1915 

CONTENTS. 

I'ose-  Pan- 
Standards  Bareaa  makes  stipplks  not  found  Id         OystemeD  of  Paget  Sotmd  orgoniH..,  750 

market   763     Electric  powe'  plants  In  Bangkok   7M 

BelunipostagefnU.S.EtBmpaTal<ul«fl8abn»d  753     Nova Bcotia town-plsiiDliig act   7ao 

Tea  months'  trade  of  Fiunce   753     Tnide-extenslon  wo'k  t>y  consular  service   761 

American  trade  record  754     Slno-Amerlcan  b&nk  regist«red   7tt 

Frsneta  penalty  br  nle  of  ship  to  foreigner —  754     Dairy  products  at  Marseille.  France   762 

Cotton  ginned,  eonsnmed,  etc   755     Amedcac  shoes  forltallan  local  needs   7R3 

Fbberies  Burtui  work«-s  to  tw  nen  on  Udu.  .  755     Emu  plumes  from  BrasQ   703 

Uanchurfui  marehuits  regard  American  terms         Butus  of  La  Plata  and  Campana  es  ports   704 

Mve^                                                75S  American  consular  officers  on  leave  01  absence.  764 

Nev  regulations  KovemlDg  export  procedure..  756     Peruvian  budge i.  estimates  for  next  year  765 

PrtxlDctioc  and  distribution  o(  rice  in  Italy...  757     Better  financial  conditions  in  Bahamas   709 

Saptn  gtxa  Russian  ship  order                       757  Trade-promotion  work  by  a  French  eonsnl. . . .  7U0 

Oood  sumac  CM>p  In  Sluly                           758  Transmitting  parcels  l>etween  Amwte  vad 

Burma  vam  AmutBau  company's  mming  ma-  Russia  7B7 

chines   758     Foreign  trade  opportanlties    7fl8 

STAITBASDS  BUS£A1T  HAKES  STTFFLIES  KOT  FOUNB  TS  UASEEI. 

The  impossibility  of  obtaining  certain  grades  of  chemical  porcelain 
ware,  such  as  pyromet^  tubes,  mortars  and  pestles,  etc.,  in  the  regu- 
lar markets,  has  compelled  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards 
to  make  use  of  its  own  resources  in  supplying  the  lacking  articles. 
The  bureau  reports  that  its  efforts  in  that  direction  have  produced 
very  satisfactory  results. 

BETUSK  POSTAGE  IN  U.  S.  STAMPS  VALTTELESS  ABBOAB. 

[Consul  General  E.  D.  WinHl&w,  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  Oct  18.] 

Many  American  firms  inclose  in  their  letters  to  the  Copenhagen 
consulate  stamped  envelopes  with  American  postage  or  postage 
stamps  of  the  United  States.  These  envelopes  and  United  States 
stamps  can  not  be  used  in  this  Kingdom  for  postage.  Persons  and 
firms  in  the  United  States  finding  it  expedient  to  send  reply  postage 
should  make  use  of  the  international  reply  coupon,  which  can  be  pur- 
chased at  all  post  offices  in  the  United  States,  and  these  coupons  can 
be  exchanged  by  this  consulate  for  postage  in  Denmark  to  be  used  on 
letters  destined  to  the  United  States. 

TEN  UONTHS'  TBABE  OF  FBANCE. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Consul  General  A.  M.  Thackara,  ParlB.] 

The  total  value  of  the  French  foreign  trade,  except  gold,  silver, 
etc.,  for  the  10  months  ended  October,  1915,  was  $1,742,653,356, 
against  $1,961,187,642  for  the  same  period  in  1914.  The  imports 
amounted  to  $1,270,569,932,  against  $1,105,606,290  for  the  first  10 
months  of  1914,  and  the  exports  $472,083,404,  against  $855,581,852. 
The  imports  of  food  products  were  valued  at  $411,818,382,  against 
$284,864,333;  industrial  materials,  $491,660,359,  against  $030,890,752; 
and  manufactures,  $367,091,211,  against  $189,851,205.  The  exports 
of  food  products  amounted  to  $86,033,224,  against  $102,423,556;  in- 
dustrial materials,  $102,049,329,  against  $235,686,196 ;  manufactures, 
$258,011,471,  against  $454,840,591 ;  and  postal  packages,  $25,989,380, 
against  $62,631,009.  The  imports  for  October,  1915,  were  valued  at 
$14^20,428,  compared  with  ^6,227,939  for  the  same  month  in  1914. 
m  exports  amounted  to  $50,611,162,  against  $35,396,779. 
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AHEBICAS  TKABE  BECOBD. 

American  foreign  trade  rose  to  the  new  high  level  of  $5,000,000,000 
in  the  12  months  ending  with  October,  1915,  according  to  figures  made 
public  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce.  Imports  of  merchandise  amounted  to  $1,691,- 
748.013,  compared  with  $1,880,414,501  in  the  preceding  period,  while 
expoi-*s  aggregated  $3,318,634,636  against  $2,140,847,829  in  the  12 
months  ending  with  Octoberj  1914. 

October  exports  also  established  a  new  high  record,  rising  to  $334,- 
638,578,  or  $33,961,756  above  the  former  record  made  in  September 
last,  nnd  comparing  with  $194,711,170  in  October,  1914,  and  $271,- 
861.464  in  October,  1913.  October  imports  were  $148,529,620  againsb 
$138,080,520  in  October,  1914,  and  $177,987,986  in  October,  1912,  the 
former  October  record. 

The  export  balance  for  October  was  $186,108,958,  against  $56,- 
630,650  in  October,  1914,  and  for  the  12  months  ending  with  October 
$1,626,886,623,  compared  with  $260,433,328  in  the  preceding  period. 

Free  merchandise  comprised  70.91  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  of 
October,  1915,  as  against  62.97  per  cent  of  those  of  October,  1914. 

Gold  imports  during  October,  1915,  amounted  to  $79,669,359, 
against  $5,945,003  in  October  last  year,  and  gold  exports  were  valued 
at  $2,938,300  in  October,  1915,  compared  with  $50,301,972  in  October, 
1914.  October  thus  showed  a  net  inward  gold  movement  of  $76,- 
731,059  instead  of  a  net  outward  gold  movement  of  $44,356,969  in 
October  last  year.  For  the  12  months  ending  with  October  gold 
imports  aggregated  $357,061,165,  compared  with  $58,001,088  in  the 
preceding  period,  and  gold  exports  for  the  12  months  ending  with 
October  amoimted  to  $30,532,386,  against  $225,194,301  a  year  earlier. 
A  net  outward  gold  movement  of  $167,193,213  in  the  12  months  ending 
with  October  last  year  has  been  followed  by  a  net  inward  gold  moTe- 
ment  of  $326,528,779  in  the  12  months  just  ended. 


FBENCH  FEHAIT7  TOR  SAUS  OF  SHIP  TO  FOBEiaNEB. 

[Cablesram  from  American  Bmbaray.  Paris,  Not.  20.] 

The  following  appeared  in  Journal  Official  November  14, 1915: 

Article  one.  During  the  present  war  and  until  the  expiration  of  a  period  of 
six  months  following  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  any  voluntary  sale  to  a  for- 
eigner of  a  French  seagoing  vessel  Is  prohibited  both  la  France  and  abroad. 
However,  exceptions  to  this  prohibition  may  be  authorized  subject  to  conditions 
to  be  specified  by  the  Minister  of  Marine. 

Article  2.  Any  deed  executed  In  contravention  of  the  preceding  stlpnlation 
shall  be  void  and  the  vendor  rendered  liable  to  a  term  of  imprisonment  vary* 
Ing  from  1  to  6  months  and  a  fine  of  from  16  to  500  francs,  or  to  one  of  these 
two  penalties  alone.  Moreover,  the  ship  shall  be  confiscated,  and  in  the  event 
of  Its  capture  not  having  been  effected,  the  court  shall  order  in  substitution  of 
confi.scfltion  the  payment  of  a  supplementary  fine  equal  to  titie  half  of  the  vessd, 
which  shall  be  determined  by  the  court. 

Article  463  of  the  Penal  Code  relating  to  attenuating  ctrcumstances  may  be 
applied  even  regarding  confiscation,  in  place  of  which  tliere  may  be  Impoud  a 
fine  of  less  amount  than  the  value  of  the  ship. 

[Copies  of  the  British,  German,  and  Atistrian  laws  in  regard  to  the 
transfer  to  foreigners  of  their  national  ships  were  given  in  Coummbxm 
Befobts  for  Nor.  18,a915.] 


Digitized  by  Google 


OOHCHBBCE  BEP0BT8. 


75S 


COTTON  6INNEI),  CONSUMED,  ETC. 

According  to  a  preliminary  report  issued  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Census,  the  number  of  bales  of  cotton  ginned  from  the 
growth  of  1915  prior  to  November  14,  1915,  was  8,777,794  (counting 
round  as  half  bales  and  excluding  linters),  compared  with  11,668,240 
bales  for  the  same  period  in  1914  and  10,444,529  bales  for  1913. 
Roimd  bales  in  1915  amounted  to  82,582,  compared  with  31,904  bales 
for  }914  and  74,167  bales  for  1913.  The  number  of  sea-island  bales 
included  in  the  1015  figures  was  69,477,  izompared  with  54,197  bales 
for  1914  and  51,950  bales  for  1913. 

The  statistics  for  1916  are  subject  to  slight  corrections  when 
checked  against  the  individual  returns  of  the  ginners  being  trans- 
mitted by  mail.  The  corrected  statistics  of  the  quantity  of  cottcai 
ginned  this  season  prior  to  November  1  are  7,382,578  bales. 

Cotton  consumed  during  the  month  of  October,  1915,  amounted  to 
500,635  bales.  Cotton  on  hand  in  consuming  establishments  on 
October  31  was  1,345,749  bales,  and  in  public  storage  and  at  com- 
presses 4,171,474  bales.  The  number  of  active  consuming  cotton 
spindles  for  the  month  was  31,379,385.  Domestic  cotton  exported 
during  October,  1915,  was  674,655  running  bales,  and  foreign  cotton 
imported,  13,506  equivalent  500-pound  bales. 


FISHEBIES  BUREAU  WOBEEBS  TO  BE  SEEN  ON  FILHS. 

The  work  that  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  is  doing  in  the 
interest  of  the  fishing  industry  of  the  country  is  soon  to  be  illus- 
trate by  the  use  of  motion  pictures.  In  connection  with  its  fish- 
cultural  operations,  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  secured  temporarUy 
the  services  of  an  expert  operator,  who  has  been  assigned  to  duty  on 
the  upper  Mississippi  Eiver,  to  take  views  of  the  rescue  operations 
and  the  activities  in  connection  with  the  propagation  of  tne  frebU- 
water  mussel. 

The  film  maker  will  later  go  to  the  Great  Lakes  to  take  views  illus- 
trating the  whitefish  and  lake-trout  operations.  On  the  completion 
of  this  duty  he  will  be  assigned  to  other  fields. 

The  entire  work  of  the  Division  of  Fish  Culture  of  the  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  will  be  fully  illustrated  when  the  motion-picture  tour  is 
completed,  and  the  results  will  be  available  for  exhibition  wherever 
there  is  an  interest  in  this  branch  of  the  work  of  the  Depailment 
of  Commerce. 


KANCHVBIAN  UEBCHANTS  BEGABD  AHEBICAN  TEBHS  SETEBE. 

[Translated  by  tbe  American  congnlate  at  Harbin  from  the  IlarbloGkl  Voutnlk  {official 
organ  of  the  admlnlstratloQ  of  tbe  Chloese  Eastern  Railway)  of  Oct.  10.] 

Merchants  at  Harbin,  in  reply  to  inquiries,  are  complaining  that  the 
principal  obstacles  in  the  development  of  trade  with  the  United  States 
are  the  difficult  terms  insisted  upon  by  American  firms.  For  example, 
these  firms  insist  that  half  the  money  must  be  paid  down  with  the 
order  and  the  other  half  paid  upon  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  deliver- 
ing the  goods  at  the  nearest  port.  These  terms  are  indeed  very  hard) 
if  one  takes  into  consideration  the  lack  of  credit  at  present. 
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HEW  XEOtJLATIOnS  GOTERHZHG  EXFOBT  FKOCESTTBE. 

The  announcement  that  new  United  States  regulations  relative  to 
export  procedure  will  become  effective  January  1,  1916,  has  created 
such  intense  interest  among  manufacturers  and  shippers  that  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, has  found  it  necessary  to  reprint  the  new  order  with  explana- 
tory text  That  pamphlet  is  just  off  the  press  and  is  being  supplied 
free  of  charge  to  those  interested,  upon  application  to  the  above-qien- 
tioned  oflBce.  All  shipments  for  export  to  foreign  countries  or  to 
Alf^a,  Hawaii,  and  Porto  Rico  will  be  affected  by  the  new  r^ula- 
tions. 

Accuracy  of  statement  and  completeness  of  description  in  export 
statistics  are  the  primary  objects  of  the  new  procedure.  Heretofore 
the  data  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
have  frequently  been  lacking  in  these  respects,  largely  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  interior  shippers  consign  to  their  agents  at  the  seaboard 
for  export  goods  unaccompanied  by  adequate  descripticms  for  use  in 
making  export  declarations.  The  new  regulations  seek  to  remedy  this 
defect. 

The  importance  of  detailed  and  accurate  returns  as  a  basis  for  the 
statistical  information  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  is  apparent  when  it  is  realized  tliat  the  export  trade 
of  the  country  now  exceeds  $3,000,000,000  annually  and  is  rapidly 
increasing.  With  practically  all  commodities  participating  in  thai 
growth,  interest  in  commercial  procedure  is  widespread  and  to  meet 
the  demand  for  authoritative  instructions  regarding  the  new  require- 
ments in  export  trade,  the  main  features  of  Treasury  Decision  No. 
35708,  contaming  the  regulations  on  that  subject,  have  been  summar- 
ized as  follows: 

1.  A  simplified  form  of  shippers'  export  declaratfon  lias  been  prescril>e(l,  nliko 
for  exports  by  rail  aiid  by  vpwspI.  It  is  so  drawn  up  us  to  prevent  the  disclosure 
of  tiie  value  of  rochIs  to  i»ersoiis  outside  the  customs  service.  Tiie  dupUente  to 
be  hanUe*!  over  to  the  sIiip[K!r's  asent  at  the  seaboanl  or  to  the  common  carrier 
OM  proof  of  compltanee  with  customs  requirements  will  contain  no  statement  of 
value, 

2.  The  oath  to  shippers'  deotnrations  for  export  by  water  may  be  taken  before 
any  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths  and  not  as  heretofore  ercluflively 
before  the  collector  of  customs  at  the  port  of  oxportntion.  This  will  facilitate 
the  preparation  of  export  declarations  hy  the  original  shipper  Instead  of  by 
Ills  agent  at  the  seaboard,  who  Is  less  cognizant  of  the  character  and  value  of 
the  raercliandiso  and  the  country  of  final  (hwtinntion.  Manufacturers  them- 
selves are  urge*!  to  make  out  the  export  declarations  wherever  practicable,  to 
assist  in  which  work  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  cheer- 
fully supplies  to  those  interested  Schedule  B  containing  tlie  of&clal  ciassiflcatlou 
of  all  merchandise  entering  export  trade. 

3.  The  requirements  on  the  part  of  common  carriers  have  been  somewlutt 
simplifletl  and  hereafter  copies  of  the  waybills  will  be  accepted  from  the  railrond 
companies  In  lieu  of  car  manifests.  In  vessel  manifests  a  notation  that  the 
values  are  as  stntwl  on  the  shippers'  declarations  will  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  value  of  each  shipment 

4.  On  and  after  January  1,  1916,  the  legal  requirement  that  goods  shall  not 
pass  out  of  the  Jurlstllction  of  the  United  States  until  shippers'  declarations  are 
presented  in  due  form  will  be  strictly  enforced.  Exception  yftil  be  made  only 
when  the  carrier  gives  bond  to  produce  within  IS  days  exjioTt  declarations 
(ori^nals  or  duplicates)  for  all  shipments. 

Compliance  with  the  new  regulations  will  impose  no  hardships  on 
exporters  who  have  been  observing  the  legal  requirementa  Cni  the 
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contrary  their  convenience  is  served,  and  the  cooperation  of  shippers 
generally  will  aid  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
in  publishing  full  and  accurate  information  regarding  the  export 
tradei  and  mus  furnish  to  the  manufacturers  of  the  country  an 
accurate  business  guide. 


PEODirCTION  AJTD  DISTRIBtmON  OF  EICE  DT  ITALT. 

[Consul  W.  F.  Kelley,  Rome,  Oct.  16.] 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Statistics  at  Rome  has  for  some  time 
past  been  conducting  investigations  regarding  the  present  stocks  and 
probable  production  of  foodstuffs  in  Italy,  with  a  view  to  enabling 
the  Government  to  take  any  necessary  precautionary  measures  to 
avoid  a  shortage  of  supplies.  The  results  of  the  investigation  have 
been  published  in  a  local  trade  paper. 

The  culture  of  rice  is  an  important  and  growing  industry  in  Italy,, 
and  the  country  is  the  principal  European  producer  of  this  cereal, 
which  enters  into  the  preparation  of  foods  in  Italy  to  a  far  greater 
extent  than  in  the  United  States.  After  wheat,  which  is  so  largely 
consumed  in  the  form  of  macaroni,  spaghetti,  etc.,  rice  is  the  most 
important  cereal  article  of  consimiption.  Any  shortage  would  there- 
fore seriously  affect  the  general  population. 

The  production  of  rice  in  Italy  has  been :  From  1904  to  1913, 
average  annual  production,  502,489  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.62 
pounc^) ;  1909  to  1913,  average  annual  production.  475,044  tons; 
1913,  total  production,  543,200  tons;  1914,  total  production,  543,000 
tons.  . 

Change  FTodneed  by  Raising  Coarser  Kind  of  Aiee. 

The  exportation  of  prepared  rice  was  61,200  metric  tons  in  1912, 
44,700  metric  tons  in  1913,  and  50,000  metric  tons  from  January  to 
July,  1914.  The  production  of  1913  and  1914  was  notably  greater 
than  the  average  of  the  preceding  years,  for  the  reason  that  a  coarser 
kind  of  rice  was  raised,  which  is  more  productive  and  has  greater 
power  of  resistance  to  climatic  changes.  The  estimates  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Agricultural  Statistics,  for  1915,  give  a  production  of  530,000 
metric  tons,  which  is  less  than  the  last  two  preceding  years  but 
greater  than  the  average  of  the  last  5  or  10  years. 

Imports  of  rise  into  Italy,  even  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
were  never  very  great,  and  have  decreased  considerably  since  then, 
probably  because  the  price  of  imported  rice  has  more  than  doubled 
during  the  war,  chiefly  as  a  result  of  increased  freight  rates.  As, 
however,  the  production  is  sufficient  to  supply  the  demand  for  home 
consumption,  there  is  a  very  limited  market  in  Italy  for  imported 
rice. 


JAPAN  GETS  RITSSIAN  SHIP  ORDEB. 

[Far  Eastern  Review,  Shanghai,  September,  1015.] 

A  shipping  company  at  Odessa  has  decided  to  place  with  a  Japa- 
nese dock  company  an  order  for  constructing  several  passenger  steam- 
ers of  a  large  type.  The  order  includes  eight  steamers  of  the  first- 
class  l^pe.  The  company  will  order  several  steamers  later  for  use 
in  the  foreign  service.  The  Odessa  agents  of  the  Japanese  dock  com- 
pany, together  with  Russian  engineers,  are  drawing  the  designs. 
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GOOD  STTHAC  CROP  IN  SIGHT. 

tConsnl  Samael  H.  Slutnk,  Palermo,  Italy,  Oct.  19.] 

The  1915  sumac  crop  is  above  a  normal  one.   Last  gear's  crop 

amounted  to  nearly  40.000  tons  and  this  year's  crop  will  be  one- 
third  larger.  Tlie  quality  of  the  greater  part  of  the  crop  is  very 
good,  but  about  one-fourth  is  inferior  in  grade^  as  there  vtas  too 
little  rain  in  certain  sections. 

Prices  arie  a  little  lower  than  last  year,  although  the  old  stock  was 
entirely  sold  out.  This  is  due  to  the  increase  in  the  crop  and  also  to 
tlie  uncertainty  of  exportation.  Last  year  limited  quantities  were 
exporter!  to  Germany  and  Austria.  By  royal  decree  exportati<Hi  will 
be  permitted  till  October  30,  but  unless  another  decree  is  issued  ex- 
portation will  stop.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  Palermo  are  now  $4.15  to  $4.44 
I)er  220  po*inds  for  natural  and  $5.80  to  $6  for  ground  sumac.  There 
is  no  prospect  of  a  drop  in  prices,  as  the  dealers  have  purchased  at 
a  price  which  will  compel  them  to  maintain  the  present  prices. 


Imports  of  sumac  into  the  United  States  during  the  past  three 
fiscal  years  ended  June  30, 1915,  have  been  as  follows: 


Sumac. 

i9n 

ion 

lOlS 

Graiinil  

Pound*. 

fi21,3fl6 
14,11'J,1I2 

I'ofw*. 

■M.  255 

44,  m 

9,ti7)*,71'J 
l,463,Ztt7 

Value. 
132, ?39 

£9,022 

Pouvds. 
1,  aw,  204 

727,449 

Valve. 
133,613 
2H.43I 
3e,D6S 

Ground  sumac,  which  had  been  dutiable  on  entering  the  United 
States  at  three-tenths  of  a  cent  per  pound,  was  by  the  tariff  act  of 
October  3,  1913,  made  free  of  duty,  while  the  duty  on  the  extract  was 
reduced  from  five-eighths  of  a  cent  to  three-eighths  of  a  cent  per 
pound.  Unground  sumac  was  continued  on  the  free  list. 


BUBMA  USES  AMERICAN  COHPAmT'S  SEWING  UACHINES. 

[Consul  H.  K.  Uoorhead,  Rangoon,  Sept.  20.] 

During  the  year  ended  March  31,  1914,  there  were  16,306  sewing 
machines  imported  into  Burma.  Of  these  13,667  came  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  2,i)49  from  Germany,  and  25  from  the  United 
States.  In  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  imports  decreased  to 
10,832,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  9,723;  Geimany, 
1,067;  and  the  United  States,  21.  This  decrease  was,  of  course,  due 
to  the  war. 

The  great  majority  of  sewing  machines  sold  in  Burma  are  the  prod- 
uct of  the  Glasgow  factory  of  an  American  corporation.  This  com- 
pany maintains  a  branch  office  in  Rangoon,  under  the  management 
of  a  European  superintendent,  and  also  maintains  agencies  in  every 
town  of  any  size  throughout  tiie  Province.  Sales  are  made  on  long 
credits  and  by  monthly  pa^rments.  The  department  stores  of  Ban- 
goon  also  sell  sewing  machmes. 

[A  list  of  department  stores  and  commission  ngents  in  that  city  may  be  obtained 
by  applletition  to  the  Biirenn  of  Foreign  ami  Domestic  Commerce  or  Us  tanuudi 
offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  67816.1 
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OTSTEEKEK  OF  FUGET  SOUHD  OBaAHIZE. 


[CoBimerclftI  Agent  W.  B,  HtDdcrson.  Seattle,  Wasli.] 


An  organization  has  just  been  perfected  for  the  puipose  of  increas- 
ing the  output  of  the  oyster  beds  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  Olvmpia 
and  Shelton.  The  association  is  known  as  the  Olympia  (Wster 
Growers'  and  Dealers'  Association,  and  the  members  are  confident 
that  they  will  be  able  to  produce  a  sufficient  number  of  oysters  to 
make  them  a  staple  article  of  food  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  The 
president  of  the  organization  is  G.  W.  Ingham,  of  Olympia.  E.  N. 
Steele,  of  the  same  city,  is  secretary,  and  there  are  in  the  org^ization 
several  other  officers,  including  three  vice  presidents,  a  treasurer,  and 
a  board  of  directors. 

These  men  realized  some  years  ago  that  better  methods  of  cultiva- 
tion of  oysters  must  be  adopted  if  the  bivalve  was  to  hold  its  own  as 
a  commercial  article.  There  is  a  decidedly  increased  demand  from 
the  rapidly  growing  population  of  the  Pacific  Coast  States  for 
oysters.  This  demand  was  greater  than  the  supply,  and  as  oysters 
became  scarcer  the  price  climbed  higher  and  higher.  This  scarcity 
was  superinduced  partly  by  the  natural  enemies  of  the  oyster  and 


its  habitat  near  Olympia  and  Shelton,  grows  only  on  beds  between 
low  and  high  tide.  As  a  result  the  oyster  is  in  danger  of  cold  during 
the  long  run  outs  in  winter  and  in  danger  of  perishing  in  the  summer 
months  when  the  beds  are  exposed. 

large  Amonnt  Spent  In  Bnildlsff  Conctete  Dikes. 

In  view  of  these  facts  the  oystermen  have  spent  considerable  sums 
of  money  building  concrete  dikes.  It  costs  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$1,000  per  acre  to  protect  the  beds  with  dikes,  and  as  a  result  of  that 
work  a  few  inches  of  water  are  kept  over  the  beds  all  the  time,  thus 
protecting  the  oysters  from  extremes  of  heat  and  cold. 

By  wonting  the  beds  along  scientific  lines,  starfish  are  eliminated 
and  mussels  destroyed.  The  starfish  devour  the  oysters,  and  as 
mussels  require  the  same  food  as  the  oyster  they  deplete  the  food  sup- 
ply. The  Federal  Government  is  cooperating  with  the  oystermen  to 
the  extent  of  permitting  the  destruction  of  certain  kinds  of  oyster- 
eating  ducks. 

With  the  means  above  mentioned  the  oyster  growers  have  been 
able  to  increase  the  supply  of  oysters  by  guarding  against  the  ele- 
ments, protecting  against  natural  enemies,  and  increasing  the  food 
supply.  They  have  also  increased  the  size  of  the  oysters.  It  is  said 
tlut  the  association  proposes  to  work  to  increase  the  supply  of 
oysters  still  further;  to  maintain  the  hygienic  standard  under  which 
this  sea  food  is  marketed;  to  conserve  the  oysters;  to  "boost"  the 
oyster  as  a  product  of  the  Pacific  coast;  and  to  establish  the  Olympic 
oyster  as  a  staple  article  of  food.  Nearly  all  the  oyster  growers  in 
the  vicinity  of  Olympia  and  Shelton  have  joined  the  association. 


The  recent  sale  of  an  American  cement  mixer  to  the  city  of 
Eongfirtion  and  of  two  carloads  of  raisins  to  a  wholesaler  in  that 
Canadian  port  resulted  from  the  trade-extension  efforts  of  Consul 
Felix  S.  S.  Johnson. 


The  Olympic  oyster,  which  has 
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EEEGTBIO  FOWIX  EUUTEfi  DT  SAHGEOE. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hnnstfo,  Bangkok,  Siam,  Bept  20.] 

Bangkok,  the  only  city  in  Siam  supplied  with  electric  power  for 
industrial  purposes,  has  two  electric  light  and  power  plants,  namely, 
the  Siam  Electricity  Co.  (Ltd.),  a  private  stock  company,  and  the 
municipal  light  and  power  station,  owned  and  operated  by  ihe 
Siamese  Government  [and  described  at  some  length  in  Daily  Con- 
sular and  Trade  Rei)orts  for  Nov.  28, 1914]. 

The  Siam  Electricity  Co.  (Ltd.)  began  operation  in  1890  as  a 
Danish  company,  but  a  few  years  ago  Belgian  capitalists  acquired 
a  controlling  interest  in  the  business.  This  concern  has  had  a  suc- 
cessful career,  paying  for  many  years  a  dividend  of  12  per  cent,  and 
the  shares  have  trebled  in  value.  It  is  furnished  with  Terrarie, 
Thompson,  G.  E.  C,  and  other  motors;  Morley,  G.  E.  C,  Short,  and 
other  dynamoa  The  total  capacity  of  the  plant  for  alternating-cur- 
rent power  is  4,885  kilowatts  and  for  direct  1,850  kilowatts.  The 
alternating  current  is  of  50  and  100  cycles;  the  phases  used  for  mo- 
tors, 3  or  1 ;  voltage,  100,  220,  600,  and  3,500.  The  voltage  ordinarily 
used  for  direct-current  motors  is  500. 

The  Government%power  station  operates  under  a  similar  system, 
but  supplies  power  for  Government  purposes  only. 

Few  Industries  Vse  Power — ^Imports  of  Xleotrical  Goods. 

The  Siam  Electricity  Co.  (Ltd.)  supplies  power  for  the  Bangkok 
overhead -trolley  system  of  tramways  for  some  local  printing  presses 
and  pumps,  but  there  are  no  manufacturing  plants  requiring  electric 
power.  In  the  rice  and  sawmilling  industries  steam  power  is  used, 
and  besides  docking,  boat  bnilding,  and  ice  and  aerated-water  mak- 
ing there  are  no  other  industrial  plants  of  any  importance  in  Siam. 

The  imports  of  electrical  goods  and  apparatus  into  Siam  declined 
from  $4-15,851  in  1913-14  to  $174,982  in  1914-15,  but  the  high  figures 
for  1913-14  are  accounted  for  by  the  large  imports  for  the  new  Gor- 
emment  power  station  during  that  year.  The  average  yearly  value 
of  imports  for  the  half  decade  ended  March  31,  1913,  was  $233,861. 
The  contribution  to  these  imports  by  the  leading  countries  during 
the  fiscal  year  1915  was:  United  States,  $23,637  worth;  Germany, 
$61,941;  United  Kingdom,  $41,335;  and  Japan,  $25,892. 

Electric  motors,  electric  tram-car  equipment,  telephone  and  tele- 
graph supplies.  X-ray  apparatus,  electric  fans,  bells,  batteries,  and 
a  variety  of  similar  goods  are  in  demand.  The  import  duty  on  aU 
electrical  machinery  and  supplies  is  3  per  cent  ad  valorem. 


KOVA  SCOTIA  TOWN-FLAHinNG  ACT. 

The  publication  of  a  brief  article  on  "Town  Planning  in  Nova 
Scotia  in  Com&ierce  Refosts  for  June  22  last  brought  to  the  Hali- 
fax consulate  general  a  number  of  requ^ts  from  the  United  States 
for  copies  of  the  act,  which  Consul  General  Evan  E.  Young  obtained 
and  forwarded  to  the  inquirers.  He  has  also  forwarded  copies  to 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  these  may  be 
examined'  by  interested  persons  either  at  the  Bureau's  Wa£diington 
office  or  at  its  various  branches.  Ask  for  file  Na  68878. 
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TKASE-EZTBHSION  WOBK  BT  COHSULUl  SEBTIGE. 

[Consul  WUbar  T.  Gncej,  Serine,  Spain,  Oct.  22,] 

Reports  from  this  ofece  regarding  the  shortage  of  coal  in  Seville 
published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  June  8  and  24,  1915,  have  re- 
sulted in  one  cargo  of  American  coal  being  shipped  here  and  an- 
other 2,fi00-ton  cargo  in  transit  sold.  One  company  reports  that  it 
has  appointed  an  agent  in  Barcelona,  through  whom  the  order  was 
received,  and  another  states  that  "through  information  which  you 
furnished  to  interested  parties  in  your  territory  we  have  received  an 
order  for  coal,  which  we  expect  to  shi^  at  an  early  date." 

The  consulate  having  received  an  inquiry  regarding  the  possiblo 
sale  of  rubber  goods  in  Seville,  published  a  trade  note  in  Spanish 
in  a  local  commercial  journal,  and  a  firm  in  Buffalo  now  writes: 
**  We  are  pleased  to  advise  you  that  we  have  received  a  number  of 
inquiries,  and  we  have  secured  some  business  from  one  firm  in  ques- 
tion. *  *  •  We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  firm  will 
prove  quite  a  profitable  connection,  especially  as  soon  as  we  make 
metric  sizes." 

Another  local  firm  advises  the  consulate  that  through  this  office 
th^  have  gotten  in  touch  with  another  rubber  goods  manufacturec 
in  the  United  States,  have  already  sent  them  an  oi'der,  and  have 
gotten  the  promise  of  one  Spanish  firm  to  purchase  all  of  its  large 
supply  of  rubber  goods  from  the  American  manufacturer. 

A  grinding  and  separating  machinery  manufacturer  in  Ohio  writes 
the  consulate  that  he  is  in  communication  with  parties  whose  ad- 
dresses were  given  him  by  this  consulate,  and  the  last  commimication 
received  states  that  he  has  "  a  customer  for  our  macliinery." 

A  road-making  machinery  firm  in  Ohio  writes  the  consulate  that 
it  has  made  a  sale  of  machinery  to  a  party  in  Seville. 

Another  manufacturer  of  drills  and  machinery  states  that  he  has 
"been  fortunate  in  closing  an  agreement  for  an  exclusive  represen- 
tative for  Spain,  who  has  sent  several  nice  orders  and  remittances." 

A  glass  company  in  West  Virginia  writes  the  consulate  that 
through  the  efforts  of  this  consulate  it  has  been  able  to  secure  a  rep- 
reeentative  for  the  whole  district  of  Andalusia. 

Other  results  have  undoubtedly  been  satisfactory,  but  the  above 
are  the  only  ones  that  have  come  directly  to  tiie  notice  of  this  consu- 
late during  the  past  three  months. 

SINO-AHERICAN  BAHK  REGISTERED. 

[National  Rerlew  of  China,  Oct.  0.] 

The  long-planned  scheme  of  a  Sino- American  bank  with  a  capital 
of  $10,000,000  silver  (about  $5,000,000  U.  S.  currency),  promoted  by 
Chang  Chen-hsun,  the  ex-President  of  the  Chinese  Business  Men's 
Party  to  America,  Hsiang  Jui-kun,  the  ex-Minister  of  Agriculture 
and  Commerce,  and  Yanj?  Ju,  has  been  registered  in  the  Ministry  of 
Finance.  The  shares  will  be  equally  subscribed  by  American  and 
Chinese  capitalists.  It  is  reported  that  $3,000,000  ($1,500,000  U.  S. 
currency)  has  already  been  subscribed  by  the  Chinese  promoters. 


The  value  of  millstones  produced  in  the  United  States  dropped 
from  $200,000  in  1880  to  $43,000  last  year. 
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DAIBY  FROBUGTS  AT  UABSEIILE,  TRANCE. 

[Vice  CoQSut  Paul  M.  Cram,  MArsellle,  France,  Oct.  11.] 

The  Marseille  consular  district,  Tvhich  has  an  area  of  about  30,400 
square  miles,  includes  the  Mediterranean  region  of  France,  except  the 
Department  of  the  Alpes-Maritimes,  and  also  embraces  the  island  of 
Corsica.  The  climate,  distinctly  different  from  that  of  the  i*est  of 
France,  is  essentially  dry,  with  long,  hot  summers  and  mild  winters. 
The  rainfall,  insufficient  for  the  requirements  of  pasture  lands,  is  very 
\mequally  distributed  over  the  different  seasons  of  the  year. 

The  production  of  cow's  milk  is  strictly  limited  to  the  local  demand 
for  the  unmanufactured  product,  except  in  a  few  places.  The  annual 
•  production  in  this  consular  district  is  estimated  at  82,640,000 
gallons.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  grazing  lands,  the  cows  are  kept  in 
stables  throughout  the  year.  Consequently,  rural  localities  present 
no  advantages  over  cities  for  the  production  of  milk.  On  the  con- 
trary, cities  and  their  suburbs  are  very  important  centers  of  produc- 
tion, on  account  of  their  greater  facilities  for  marketing.  At  Mar- 
seille 15,000  cows  are  nearly  sufficient  to  meet  the  local  demand. 

Small  Per  Capita  Consnmptloii  of  Butter. 

In  southern  France  the  per  capita  consumption  of  butter  is  consid- 
erably smaller  than  in  the  United  States.  It  is  considered  a  luxury 
rather  than  a  necessity.  In  many  households  of  the  middle  class 
butter  is  served  only  a  few  times  a  montii.  Furthermore,  in  this 
region,  as  in  all  Mediterranean  countries,  vegetable  ml,  particularly 
olive  oil,  is  generally  utilized  for  c6oking  purpcoes  instead  of  butter. 

Owing  to  favorable  climatic  conditions  and  the  character  of  tiie 
grazing  lands,  the  production  of  ewe's  milk  is  considerable.  In  fact, 
the  utilization  of  this  milk  for  the  manufacture  of  Roquefort  cheese 
is  the  only  branch  of  the  dairy  industry  in  this  district  which  has  at- 
tained notable  success.  Practically  the  entire  industry  is  in  the 
hands  of  12  or  15  firms  established  at  Roquefort.  These  firms  have 
founded  branch  establishments  in  various  parts  of  soutliern  France, 

Sarticularly  in  Corsica  and  the  Departments  of  the  Gard  and  the 
[erault.  The  latest  available  statistics  concerning  the  productiop  of 
Roquefort  cheese  in  this  district  are:  Department  of  H^rault,  840 
metric  tons  of  2^04.62  pounds  each;  Corsica,  735  tons;  and  Gaid, 
420  tons. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  11,000  gallons  of  ewe's  milk  were  treated 
by  individual  farmers  and  minor  establishments,  which  refused  to 
state  the  amount  of  their  production. 

Changes  from  Season  to  Season  in  Feeding  Cattle. 

In  this  region  the  daily  ration  of  milch  cows,  which  costs  about  $0.50, 
is  usually  composed  of  the  following  elements:  Hay,  17.63  to  26.45 
pounds;  bran,  13.22  to  22.04  pounds;  and  copra  oil  cake,  6.61  to  8.82 
pounds.  In  January  and  February,  when  the  olive  trees  are  trimmed, 
the  cuttinfi^  replace  hay  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the  proportion  of  2 
pounds  or  foliage  for  3  pounds  of  hay.  Practical  experience  has 
shown  that  these  leaves,  which  are  readily  accepted  by  the  cows,  tend 
to  increase  the  yield  of  milk.  Marseille  and  Aix  receive  annually 
about  800  tons.  In  winter,  the  outer  shell  of  the  almond  is  occasion- 
ally utilized,  and  is  said  to  communicate  to  the  milk  an  agreeable 
4avor.  In  summer,  hay  is  replaced  by  66  to  77  pounds  of  green  fodder. 
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AXESICAir  SHOES  lOE  ITAUAV  lACAL  HEEDS. 

[Conml  John  H.  Grout,  Milan,  Oct  20.] 

The  Milan  consulate  learns  that  there  is  an  excellent  opportunity 
here  for  the  extension  of  trade  in  American  shoes.  Imports  from 
England  and  France  have  almost  wholly  fallen  off,  and  none  are 
being  received  from  Germany  or  Austria.  Stocks  of  men'S'  and 
women ''s  shoes  are  decreasing.  The  representative  of  a  Swiss  concern 
visited  this  district  recently,  and  was  almost  swamped  with  orders. 
Had  he  conSned  himself  to  an  endeavor  to  secure  trade  by  the  method 
pursued  by  ^me  American  firms,  that  of  correspondence  alone,  his 
results  would  probably  have  been  very  small. 

American  firms  desiring  to  enter  this  market,  and  to  hold  it,  should 
send  their  representatives  here  at  once,  prepared  to  fill  orders  by  cable. 
Such  representatives  should  carefully  canvass  the  trade  and  study 
conditions.  Best  of  all,  representatives  should  be  sent  over  he^e  tp 
remain  permanently,  and  at  least  establish  branch  offices,  if  not  open 
stores. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Milan  and  the  American  consulate 
have  of  late  been  receiving  requests  from  shoe  dealers,  asking  to  be 
placed  in  communication  with  manufacturers  in  the  United  States, 
with  a  view  to  purchasing  and  dealing  in  American  goods.  Some  or 
them  formerly  dealt  in  foreign  goods.  By  giving  attention  to  thia 
market  at  once,  a  reasonably  permanent  trade  can  be  established.  It 
is  reported  that  some  American  fii'ms,  in  various  lines,  consider  that 
the  time  to  come  here  is  at  the  close  of  the  war.  But  those  who  come 
here  now,  and  succeed  in  establishing  their  goods,  will  be  in  a  better 
positifm  to  hold  what  they  gain  against  the  keen  competition  which 
will  surely  start  up  after  the  war.  The  great  thing  to  do  to-day  is  to 
gjBt  the  goods  here  j  convince  the  Italian  business  man  that  what  the 
United  States  furnishes  is  as  good  or  better  in  quality  than  the  good^ 
he  formerly  bought ;  to  study  his  needs,  and  to  treat  him  in  such  a  way 
that  when  "the  tide  does  come  back,  it  will  find  certain  lines  of  Ameri- 
can goods  firmly  entrenched. 


EKU  FLUKES  FBOH  BBAZII. 

'   .  [Consul  A,  T.  naebcrie,  Pemainbuco,  Oct  IC] 

■  A  local  firm  informs  this  consulate  that  it  is  interested  in  export- 
ing emu  plumes.  It  believes  that  it  could  export  1,000  kilos  (2,204.6 
pounds)  per  year,  principally  from  April  to  October. 

The  feathers  are  artificially  prepared  here  to  look  like  aigrettes. 
The  last  lot  exported  to  France,  when  prices  were  low,  sold  for  20 
francs  per  kilo  ($1.75  per  pound).  They  are  also  exported  to  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  -Brazil.  The  feathers  are  not  assorted  and  are  sold  by 
weight.  The  small  ones  are  used  for  making  dusters. 

It  is  said  that  the  birds  are  shot  in  order  to  obtain  the  feathers, 
but  that  they  are  found  in  large  numbei^,  as  they  multiply  very 
j^apidly.  The  feathers  are  long  and  handsome. 

[The  consul  forwarded  samples  of  the  plumes  and  the  name  of  the  firm  wish- 
tag  to  export  These  are  avallahle  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
find  Domestic  Commerce  and  Its  branches ;  refer  to  flle  68546.] 
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STATirS  OF  LA  PLATA  AUD  CAKPAKA  AS  FOBTS. 

[Consul  General  W.  Heory  Bobertaon,  Bu«n08  Aires,  Aivuitins,  Sept.  24.] 

Because  of  questions  which  had  often  come  up  at  this  consulate 
general,  especially  in  granting  bills  of  health  to  vessels  destined  for 
the  United  States  or  the  deijositing  of  papers  in  this  office  by 
American  vessels  arriving  in  this  comitry,  the  Administrator  of  Cus- 
toms at  Buenos  Aires  was  asked  to  state  whether  La  Plata  was  an 
independent  port,  or  a  subport  under  Buenos  Aires,  or  whether  it 
was  to  be  considered  entirely  within  the  port  of  Buenos  Aires  and 
an  integral  part  of  it.  The  same  questions  were  asked  in  regard 
to  Campana,  at  which,  as  in  the  case  of  La  Plata,  considerable  quan- 
tities of  American  petroleum  are  landed. 

The  Administrator  of  Customs  states  that,  so  :^r  as  concerns  serv- 
ice in  connection  with  port  matters,  as  distinguished  from  custcHns 
service,  Plata  is  an  integral  part  of  the  port  of  Buenos  Aires, 
and  that  both  are  regulated  by  law  No.  8389,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  General  Direction  of  the  Ports  of  Buenos  Aires  and  La 
Plata,  conformably  to  the  decree  of  October  18,  1912.  In  the  matter 
of  customs  service  the  port  of  La  Plata  is  entirely  independent  from 
that  of  Buenos  Aires  and  the  customhouse  there  operates  separately. 

The  port  of  Campana  is  independent  of  that  of  Buenos  Aires  in 
its  entire  mechanism,  with  the  exception  of  the  sanitary  control  of 
vessels,  etc.,  which  are  under  the  charge  of  the  KationalDepartm^t 
of  Hygiene. 


AUEBICAK  COHSULAB  OFFICERS  ON  lEATE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

Exptra- 
tlon  of 
venue. 

Addren. 

Avaoy,  Cbina.  

Dec.  31 

...do  

Dec.  U 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Dec.  31 

Dec.  3 

Department  of  State.WaShineton,  D.C. 
Do. 

Aasorlatloa  of  the  Bar  of  the  CItv  el 

New  York,  New  Yorlr  Ctty. 
m  Goodrich  ATerue.  St.  Paul,  Ulon. 
Department  of  Btato.waahinftcn,  D.C. 
Lewes,  Del. 

Brantm  oflice,  Btuwi  of  Foreicn  and 
DomeEtIc  ConimoKe,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

(•) 

Graiw.WllliamJ  

P«cJ(,  WfllysB  

Bobeitson,  W.  Henry  

roaarlo,  Argentina  

Fort  Ilrie, Canada... . . 
Buenos  Aires,  Argon- 
Una. 

'The  tuar  of  American  cities  by  Consal  General  Thomas  SammonB,  of  ShaogbaL  Indade* 
Rochester,  New  York,  Detroit,  Cblcaso,  Ulnneapolls,  Seattle*  and  Tacoma,  connmUng  at 
the  latter  place  Dec.  10.  1915.  lie  will  confer  with  busloeBs  men  at  these  places  who  ar« 
interested  In  trade  In  China. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Borean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kcw  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Costomlionse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Loois,  40S  Third 
Hatlonal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  S21  Port  Office  Bnildlag;  Kew  Orleaai,  1080 
Elbernla  Bank  Building;  San  FranoiHO,  806  United  Btatet  Outomhoate;  Seattle, 
888  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branoh'offloes:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angelet,  Chamber  of  Commeree; 
"Detroit,  Beard  of  Commerec;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  d  Commene. 
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PEBVTIAH  Bin)a£T  ESTDCAIES  FOB  HEXI  YEAR. 

[CdhqI  a«n«ral  William  W.  Hndl^,  Callao-Uma,  Oct.  7.1 

The  Peruvian  Government  has  under  consideration  several  projecta 
for  increasing  the  national  revenues,  which  will  probably  be  given 
early  consideration  during  the  present  session  of  Congress.  On 
October  6  the  Minister  of  Finance  submitted  to  Congress  his  esti- 
mates of  the  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  Government  during 
the  year  1916,  calculating  the  total  revenues  of  the  Republic  at 
$13,076,042  and  the  expenditures  at  $13,413,619,  showing  an  apparent 
deficit  of  $337,577. 

He  estimated  the  income  of  the  Republic  during  1916  from  all 
sources,  based  on  the  revenues  of  1915,  as  customs — maritime,  $3,163,- 
226;  river,  $262,791 ;  taxes  (various),  $3,645,738;  Government  monop- 
olies, $3,667,881 ;  Goveniment-owned  wharves,  $43,117;  divers  reve- 
nnes,  $762,483;  telegraph  department,  $155,728;  postal  service,  $433,-* 
900;  wireless  service,  $7,299;  tax  paid  by  the  Peruvian  Corporation 
(Ltd.),  $58,398;  police  and  judicial  fines,  $35,038;  warehouse  receipts, 
$41,365;  tax  on  paper  money  issued,  $176,167;  explosives,  $7,300; 
sdiool  tax  from  municipalities,  $615,612. 

Ztetrenchmeiit  in  National  Ezpendltnres — Vew  Taxes. 


The  estimated  expenditures  of  the  various  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  1910,  as  set  forth  by  the  Minibter  of  Finance,  are: 


PurpcM. 

191S 

19U 

PUtpOBS. 

IDU 

J47fl,633 

2.?m,m 

Z'yH,  1.13 

4.853,739 

$47n,633 
a,4"i7,643 

275,Pft2 
2.2H6,278 
i,Z(»,m 

War  and  Marine  

13.634.273 
69S.e91 

12.777.708 
«2».4?7 

Total  

Jortic*  

14,47D,43S 

13,4ig,6» 

The  reduction  in  the  appropriations  for  the  Departments  of  War, 
Finance,  Interior,  and  Justice  would  indicate  that  the  President's 
program  for  retrenchment  in  national  expenditures  is  being  put  into 
effect,  there  being  a  decrease  in  the  appropriations  for  1916,  in  com- 
parison with  the  present  year,  of  $1,056,816. 

The  apparent  deficit  of  1916  is  to  be  offset  by  three  new  forms  of 
taxation,  projects  of  which  have  been  submitted  to  Congress-  (1) 
An  increase  of  the  fees  of  Peruvian  consular  officers  from  1  per  cent 
to  2  per  cent;  (2)  an  additional  surtax  of  0.25  ccntavo  per  Jcilo 
($1.22  U.  S.  gold  per  metric  ton  or  $1.10  per  short  ton),  gross  weight) 
imposed  at  the  customhouses  of  Callao  and  Mollendo  on  all  importa- 
tions for  national  consumption;  (3)  a  tax  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem 
on  certain  articles  now  imported  free  of  duty. 


The  Montreal  correspondent  of  the  Manchester  (England)  Guard- 
ian cabled  that,  on  account  of  the  unusual  conditions  of  exchange 
prevailing  in  England,  the  city  of  Montreal,  Canada,  saved  about 
$40^00  on  the  semiannual  interest  charges  due  November  1.  The 
amount  of  interest  due  in  Great  Britain  was  £^0,652  ($1,171,133) ; 
tiie  saving  was  the  difference  between  the  par  ezdiange  at  9^  per  cent 
and  the  current  rate  at  about  5|  per  cent.  According  to  the 
Guardian,  this  is  the  first  time  that  such  a  thing  has  occurred  in  tbo 
paymoit  of  interest  by  the  city. 
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BETTER  PINANCIAI  COKDinONS  IH  BAHAXAS. 

[Constd  WUllam  F.  Doty,  Nassao,  N.  P.,  Oct  27.] 

Financial  conditions  have  considerably  improved  since  the  latter 
half  of  1914.  The  legal  rate  of  exchange  has  continued  to  be  £1  ster- 
ling, equivalent  to  $4,878. 

The  Bank  of  Nassau,  whose  paid-up  capital  amounts  to  $48,780 
and  whose  deposits  exceed  $300,000,  issues  notes  fully  secured,  accord- 
ing to  local  authorization  of  denominations  of  £1  and  4  shillings,  re- 
spectively. British  gold  and  silver  are  current  also,  sufficient  for 
normal  rec^uirements.  There  is  a  much  smaller  amount  of  American 
gold  and  silver  coins  and  certificates  in  use.  The  American  notes,  if 
of  the  denomination  of  $5  and  upward,  are  accepted  as  American  ^Id. 
One-dollar  notes  usually  are  worth  only  4  shilling  American  silver 
half-dollar  pieces  are  equivalent  to  2  shillings  and  the  quarter  dollar 
to  1  shilling. 

Interest  Rates  Beoome  Normal — Deposits  IncRase. 

Interest  rates  have  become  normal,  at  present  6  per  cent,  as  com- 

Sared  with  8  per  cent  about  a  year  ago.  The  Royal  Bank  of  Canada, 
Tassau  Branch,  whose  deposits  are  estimated  at  about  $500,000.  an- 
nounces a  considerable  increase  in  deposits  during  recent  months  and 
that  its  operations  have  indicated  improving  business  conditions.  Its 
buying  rate  for  drafts  is  one-half  of  1  per  cent,  sight  drafts;  discount, 
one-half  of  1  per  cent,  60  days;  1  per  cent,  90  days;  selling  rate,  1^ 
per  cent;  collections,  1^  per  cent  plus  one-fourth  of  1  per  cent  on 
bills  of  lading.  The  selling  rate  during  many  months  after  the  com- 
mencement of  war  advanced  from  three-fourths  of  1  per  cent  to  2 
per  cent,  but  more  recently  has  lowered  to  1^  per  cent. 

The  Bank  of  Nassau  has  advanced,  at  4  per  cent  interest,  whatever 
funds  tlie  Colonial  Government  has  rec^uired  under  the  act  authorizing 
a  local  loan  of  $140,340  at  5  per  cent  interest,  repayable  in  20  years. 
A  spirit  of  close  economy  is  evident  in  legislation  and  in  the  domestic 
life  of  the  inhabitants.  Conditions  have  been  hard  in  some  communi- 
ties on  the  Out  Islands,  where  a  few  industries  have  been  at  a  stand- 
still. Despite  the  stringency  in  various  quarters,  there  have  been  no 
mercantile  failures,  although  settlement  of  obligations  has  frequenUy 
been  delayed. 

TRADE-FROKOnOH  WOEE  BY  A  FRENCH  CONSITL. 

[Consal  Wesley  Frost,  Cork  (QueenstowD),  Ireland,  Oct.  29.] 

The  French  consul  at  Dublin,  Ireland,  has  recently  been  spending 
several  days  at  Cork  in  the  interests  of  French  manufacturers  ana 
exporters.  The  consul,  M.  Jean  L.  des  Longchamps,  "  was  specially 
interested  in  making  incjuiries  for  those  manufacturers  who,  owing 
to  the  cessation  of  certain  importations,  were  left  without  materials 
which  were  very  requisite  for  their  business,  because  he  is  under 
the  impression  that  all  these  can  now  be  easily  procured  from 
France." 

The  consul  gave  his  Dublin  address  to  the  local  newspapers,  with 
the  statement  that  he  is  most  anxious  to  give  any  information  possi* 
ble  on  business  matters  to  Irish  manufacturers  or  those  looking  for 
French  goods.  M.  des  Longchamps  was  accompanied  during  his  tour 
of  Cork  factories  by  a  represratative  of  the  Fraich  vice  consulate 
at  Cork. 
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TKANSMITTma  FABCEIS  BETWEEN  AUEBICA  AND  KTTSSIA. 

[Commcrdal  Att&chtf  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  Oct.  19.] 

During  the  present  abnormal  war  times,  with  a  serious  shortage 
existing  m  Russia  of  railway  cars,  and  imusnal  delays  and  difficulties 
attending  the  usual  methods  of  shipping  merchandise,  special  im- 
portance attaches  to  all  conveniences  for  sending  parcels  by  mail. 
An  immense  increase  of  such  business  is  reported  at  the  Russian  post 
offices,  which  hag  somewhat  strained  their  resources. 

A  helpful  feature  of  parcel-post  transmission  between  the  United 
States  and  Russia  is  that  such  mail  matter  goes  in  sealed  poudies, 
which  are  apparently  not  opened  in  transit  across  Sweden,  whereas, 
if  the  goods  they  contained  were  shipped  through  Sweden  in  other 
ways,  they  would  probably  be  detained  in  that  country,  owing  to  the 

fveat  variety  of  articles  on  which  Sweden  has  placed  an  embarjjo. 
ndividuals  or  firms  mailing  articles  from  the  United  States  to  Russiaj 
however,  should  be  careful  to  send  certificates  of  American  origin ; 
otherwise  such  goods  would  have  to  pay  double  the  ordinary  rates  of 

The  Russian- American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Moscow  has  been 
giving  considerable  attention  to  the  subject  of  postal  parcels  to  the 
United  States,  and  has  submitted  a  memorandum  as  to  its  activities 
in'  the  matter,  explaining  the  present  arrangement  for  sending  such 
parcels  via  Archangel  and  Great  Britain.  A  translation  of  the  mem- 
ot-andum  is  as  follows : 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Russian-American  Chamber  of  Commerce,  held  on 
August  24,  the  question  was  brought  up  of  the  extreme  Importance  of  establish- 
ing a  direct  exchange  of  postal  parcels,  both  with  and  without  statement  of 
value,  between  the  Unite<l  States  and  Russia.  At  the  meeting  of  the  governing 
board  of  the  chamber  It  was  ascertained  that  for  about  five  or  six  months  after 
the  commencement  of  hnstllttles  the  dispatch  of  parcels  between  the  United 
States  and  Rus.sia  was  n  matter  of  the  greatest  uncertainty. 

-  In  February,  1915.  the  Heart  Administration  of  Post  and  Telegraph  established 
the  exchange  of  small  imstal  parcels  with  the  United  States  via  Finland,  on 
.condition  that  the  parcels  were  sent  to  Petrograd  and  could  be  sent  only  without 
dcciarntion  of  value.  On  April  29. 1915,  the  Head  Administration  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  limited  the  parcels  to  the  United  States  and  excluded  the  dispatch 
ftbm  Russia  of  gold  and  sliver  goods,  as  well  as  money,  coins,  watches,  etc.  On 
Augnst  2, 191R,  the  Head  Administration  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  stopped  the 
acceptance  of  parcels  destined  for  America  via  Finland  and  on  August  8.  1015, 
stopped  the  exchonge  of  parcels  between  Russia,  England,  and  France  via  Arch- 
angel. Parcels  Intended  for  the  United  States  were  held  until  the  receipt  of 
further  Instructions. 

The  consequences  to  exporters  and  Imjwrters  in  America  and  Russia  were  ex- 
tremely serious  and  the  management  of  the  Russian- American  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce determined  to  ask  the  Head  Administration  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  to 
establish  immediately  an  exchange  of  parcels  between  Russia  and  the  United 
States  via  Archai^l  and  Vladivostok.  On  October  8.  1015,  the  Russian-Ameri- 
can Chamber  of  Commerce  received  a  notice  from  the  Hoitd  Administration  of 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  as  follows: 

"  In  reply  to  the  communication  of  September  24,  1915,  the  Head  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  informs  the  Russian- American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  that  the  acceptance  of  parcels  of  small  weight  destined  for  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Canada,  temporarily  suspended  In  consequence  of  the 
upsetting  of  the  exchange  via  Swalen,  has  now  been  renewed  and  takes  place 
via  Archangel  and  Great  Britain.  Instructions  to  this  effect  have  been  given  to 
tbe  executive  departments  of  the  post  and  telegmnh." 

Several  steamers  have  been  chartered  by  the  Australian  representa- 
tives  of  British  Columbia  paper  mills  to  load  "  news  printing  paper  " 
for  Australian  ports. 
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FOREIGN  TRADE  OFFORTUKITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  flrom  the  Bvfmb  and  Its  braneh 

Hosienf,  No.  19328.— An  American  consular  officer  In  New  Zealand  rqwrtB 
that  a  basfnesB  man  In  his  district  desires  to  act  as  agent  for  manufoc- 
turers  of  woolen,  silk,  and  cotton  hosiery  for  women  and  children.  Sam- 
ples, price  Usta,  discouDta,  terms,  and  full  information  are  reqaested. 
Cash  will  be  paid  against  shipping  documents  at  port  of  delivery. 

Machinen/,  No.  19329. — A  report  from  an  Amerlcnn  consular  officer  In  Spain 
states  that  a  company  desires  to  Import  machinery  for  sensitizing  photo- 
graphic paper  and  films.  References  sivea.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
Gnglish. 

Cotton  yarns.  No.  19330. — A  firm  in  the  United  Kingdom  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  Is  desirous  of  Importing  cotton  yam.  suitable  for 
covering  electric  bell  wire,  electric-light  flexible  cords  and  cables.  Samples 
of  the  yam  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  ofliieeb 
(Refer  to  File  No.  68T64.) 

Flour,  rice,  etc..  No.  19381.— An  American  consular  ofiteer  in  Yeneniela  reporta 
that  a  firm  of  commisiidon  merchants  wishes  to  r^reaoit  OEporters  of  flow, 
rice,  or  any  other  commodi^.  A  credit  of  90  days  is  requested.  QartB- 
spondence  may  In  Spanish  or  BngUsb. 

Carpets  and  mats,  No.  19332. — A  firm  In  Portugal  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  of  carpets  and  mats,  and 
that  it  is  In  a  position  to  handle  a  large  quantity.  Samples  of  the  mats  de> 
sired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  flie 
No.  68762.)    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Agricultural  implements.  No.  10333. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer 
In  the  United  Kingdom  states  that  a  Arm  desires  to  purchase  hoes  and  otlm 
agricultural  implements  for  shipment  to  India.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  ui 
date  of  delivery  are  requested.   References  given. 

Cotton  icaste.  No.  19334, — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Elast  Indies  reports 
that  a  flrni  desires  samples  of  cotton  waste  suitable  for  motor  cleaain^ 
Quotations  on  a  6-ton  lot  (11,200  ponnds),  in  bales  of  560  pounds,  are  solic- 
ited. Terms  to  be  arranged  to  suit  sellw.  Correspondence  may  be  la 
English. 

Screens,  No.  19339.— A  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  le- 

ports  that  a  company  In  England  Is  desirous  of  being  placed  In  communloa- 
tion  with  actual  manufacturers  of  barium  platino-cyanldc  fluorescent  screena 
u.sed  In  connection  with  X-ray  apparatuses.  It  is  stated  that  a  large  quantUiy 
Is  wanted. 

K^sene  lamp  burners.  No.  19336 — An  American  consular  officer  in  Portugal  ee- 
ports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  is  In  the  market  for  kerosene  lamp  buracn, 
flat  and  round.  If  prices  are  satisfactory,  the  following  order  will  be 
placed  at  once:  1,000  flat  burners,  per  sample  No.  5;  1,000  round  bumcm, 
per  sample  No.,  6;  1,(XX)  flat  burners,  per  sample  No.  7;  1,000  burners,  per 
sample  No.  8 ;  and  1,000  burners,  per  sample  No.  10.  Samples  may  be  exam- 
ined at  the  Bureau  or  Its  brnndi  offices.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  shlpplag 
documents.   Correspondence  should  be  In  Portogu^e. 

Oitygen  gas  cylindcra,  No.  19337. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
Spain  states  that  a  firm  Is  desirous  of  Importing  about  400  oxygen  gas  cylin- 
ders, and  would  like  to  receive  offers  from  manufacturers  of  this  article. 
The  cylindm  preferred  contain  about  40  cubic  decimeters  and  must  have 
supported  a  test  of  300  atmospheres.  Correspondence  In  Spanish  Is  pre- 
ferred. 

Machinery,  No.  19338. — A.  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  business  man  In 
Mexico  desires  catnloinies  and  full  information  regarding  machines  for 
making  pearl,  bone,  or  horn  buttons  and  tin  spoons. 

Gloves  and  hosiery.  No.  19330. — A  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  reports  that  a  company  In  Chile  desires  to  be  placed  In  communi- 
cation with  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  mercerized  lisle  gloves  and  ho- 
siery. The  hosiery  is  desired  for  children  and  the  gloves  for  both  women 
and  children.  Samples  of  each  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
branch  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  875.)  Note:  Sealed  letters  should  l>ear 
5  cents  postage. 
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SBIFMEHT  OF  TOBACCO  TO  NETHEBLAKDS. 

[Cablegrnm  from  Commercial  Attach^  Brwin  W.  Thompson,  The  Uagne.] 

Tobacco  may  be  shipped  to  Holland  without  consignment  to  the 
Oversea  Trust.  [For  previous  notices  regarding  consignment  to  the 
Netherlands  Oversea  Trust,  see  Commerce  Keforts,  Oct.  27,  1915, 
p.  252.]   

AUERICAN  lUFORTS  AND  EXPORTS  OF  COFFEE. 

The  imports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, Philadelphia^  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston,  New  Orleans, 
San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the  week  ended 
November  13, 1915, were  as  follows:  Ore,  matte,  and  regulus  (copper 
contents),  2,883,574  pounds  valued  at  $315,740;  and  pigs,  ingots,  etc., 
2,739,439  pounds  valued  at  $461,477.  Cuba  and  Chile  funiished  a 
large  percentage  of  the  ore,  matte,  and  regulus,  while  England,  Chile, 
Spain,  Japan,  and  Canada,  in  the  order  named,  supplied  all  the  pigs, 
ingots,  etc. 

The  American  exports  of  pigs,  ingots,  etc.,  from  the  customs  dis- 
tricts named  during  the  week  amounted  to  18,874,973  pounds  valued 
at  $3,090,214.  The  principal  countries  of  destination  were  as  follows: 
France.  9,650,928  pounds;  Italy,  4,831,591  pounds;  England,  1,805,- 
897  pounds;  Sweden,  1,459,788  pounds;  and  Greece,  585,942  pounds. 

nSHEBHEir  ATTBACTES  BY  BTTBEAU'S  WOBX. 

The  work  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  in  surveying 
the  black-fish  grounds  off  the  const  of  North  Carolina  has  attracted 
some  attention  to  this  fishery.  In  addition  to  the  activities  of  local 
fishermen,  a  small  sloop  from  New  Jersey  has  engaged  in  this  fisheir 
for  the  winter,  and  it  took  1,100  pounds  of  fish  on  its  first  trip.  A 
local  boat  took  2,800  pounds  the  same  week. 
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AKERICAir  TRADE  IH  CEDK&TS. 

The  report  from  the  American  consulate  at  Athens  on  the  trade 
in  cedrats  in  the  Levant,  which  appeared  in  Gouuesce  Refobts  for 
November  4,  1915,  suggests  a  new  indnsti'v  for  the  United  States. 
Quantities  of  these  cedrats  are  imported.  Tliey  might  be  grown  in 
Florida  and  California.  The  domestic  market  would  probably  not 
be  extensive,  as  the  use  of  cedrats  is  now  confined  to  one  religious 
denomination,  but  the  industry  would  be  worth  while.  The  chief 
difficulty  is  cultural,  for  the  fruit  requires  most  minute  attention  and 
must  ripen  in  midsummer  (off-season)  in  time  for  ceremonial  use. 
However,  as  the  fruit  is  especially  fine  for  preserving,  those  ripen- 
ing at  other  times  could  be  conserved. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  made  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  cedrat  trade  in  the  United  States,  the  following 
report  being  from  the  New  York  office : 

"  The  question  of  the  importation  of  cedrats  into  the  United  States 
was  taken  up  with  a  number  of  the  more  prominent  Hebrew  mer- 
chants in  New  York  and  persons  who  were  m  a  positi<Hi  to  give  (he 
desired  information. 

"As  a  result  of  the  interviews  with  the^  people,  it  was  ascertained 
that  they  agreed  that  it  would  be  well  worth  while  for  American 
planters  to  attempt  to  grow  cedrats  in  the  United  States.  About  50 
years  ago  such  an  attempt  was  made  to  ^row  cedrats  in  the  United 
States.  The  domestic  demand  for  the  fruit  was  very  small,  and  most 
of  the  fruit  was  exported  to  Germany. 

"  Under  normal  conditions  a  cedrat  set  retails  at  $1.50  to  $2  each. 
On  account  of  the  war  there  has  been  a  scarcity,  and  the  sets  have 
sold  as  high  as  $7  or  $8.  The  men  interviewed  pointed  out  that  if 
cedrats  could  be  retailed  at  approximately  50  cents  the  demand  would 
be  enormous,  the  Hebrew  Publishing  Co.  establishing  its  estimate  as 
high  ns  200,000. 

"  There  is  a  small  quantity  of  cedrats  grown  in  California,  but  they 
are  not  nearly  as  ^ood  as  those  coming  from  Greece  and  do  not  com- 
mand as  high  a  price. 

"Cedrats  have  been  imported  from  Palestine  and  from  Greece. 
Those  coming  from  Greece  are  said  to  be  better  than  those  from  Pales- 
tine. It  takes  a  number  of  years  before  the  plant  yields  a  very  high- 
class  fruit,  and  this  is  a  comparatively  new  industry  with  Palestine. 

"  It  was  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  figures  as  to  the  amount 
of  cedrats  imported  which  remain  in  New  York.  Approximately 
65  per  cent  remains  in  New  York  and  the  balance  is  sent  into  other 
cities  of  the  United  States." 


BRITISH  DEHANB  FOK  OEKERAL  HAEDWARE. 

[From  report  ot  CanadluD  Government  Trade  Commissioner,  Blrmiustinm,  Englajtd,  Oct.  19.1 

Inquiries  continue  to  be  received  for  mechanics'  hand  tools,  galva- 
nized wire,  wire  rods,  dowels,  wooden  handles,  wii*e  noils,  screws,  nuts, 
and  bolts,  washboards,  and  twine.  One  firm  expresses  the  general 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  firms  handling  ironmongers'  supplies: 
"  As  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  trade  is  very  good  in  this  country.  Any 
quotations  you  can  obtain  for  us  from  Canada  will  be  gladly  wel- 
comed and  considered." 
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VnSASCUL  AHB  BTTSIKESS  OUTLOOK  IH  HEW  ZEAIANS. 

[CoBBOl  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Oct.  11.] 

Business  conditions  in  New  Zealand  continue  excellent,  considering 
the  times,  and  American  exporting  interests  can  come  after  this 
business  with  confidence,  for  the  future  looks  good.  Money  is  easy 
and  the  trade  balance  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  this  country  and 
promises  to  continue.  The  New  &aland  Trade  Review  covers  the 
matter  clearly  in  the  following: 

For  the  twelvemonth  ending  with  August  31  our  exports  reached  the  record 
total  of  $136,531,779,  while  our  Imports  only  totaled  $93,929,499.  leaving  a 
handsome  surplus  of  $42,602,280.  In  ordinary  times  such  a  surplus  would  menu 
a  supply  of  money  more  than  the  local  market  could  comfortably  find  suitable 
Investment  for.  However,  conditions  are  much  changed  through  the  war,  and  It 
Is  not  easy  to  raise  loans  outside  tlie  Dominion.  The  Government  is  raising 
a  loan  of  $9,733,000  locally  at  4i  per  cent  free  of  Income  tax,  and  this,  with  the 
usual  ontside  Interest  obligations  to  be  met.  will  absorb  a  fair  proportion  of  the 
surplus.  It  appears  to  us,  however,  that  there  will  still  be  an  ample  sowily  of 
funds  available  for  all  ordlnai7  business  requirements.  Mortgage  rates  are 
liable  to  be  somewhat  firmer,  owing  partly  to  the  higher  standard  of  rates  set 
by  the  Government  loan,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  the  provisions  of  the 
moratorium  act  make  this  class  of  business  a  less-favored  form  of  Investment 
than  formerly. 

American  imports  are  on  the  increase,  but  not  to  the  extent  that 
conditions  seem  to  warrant,  for  the  reason  that  not  enough  personal 
work  has  been  done  here  during  the  past  year. 

American  exporters  should  offer  their  wares  to  the  New  Zealander 
rather  than  to  wait  for  him  to  come  after  them.  Such  a  more  would 
pay  in  the  end,  as  it  has  in  the  past  when  it  has  been  tried. 


AHEKIGAN  CONSTTLAE  OFFICERS  OS  I£AT£  OF  ASSENCE. 


The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictifuis: 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Sfto  Paulo,  Brazil  

Amoy,  Cblna.  

Dee.  31 

..-do  

Dec.  15 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Ian.  I 
Doc.  31 

Dec.  10 
Dec.  31 

Department  of  State.Washlngton,  D.C. 
Do. 

Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  Citv  of 

New  York,  New  York  City. 
0O3  Qoodrlch  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  HInn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 
Lewes,  Del. 

Branch  oSica,  Bureau  o(  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce    New  York, 
N.  Y. 

C") 

Lotos  dob,  110  West  Fifty-aeTeotb 
Slnat,  Now  York  Ctty. 

Robertson,  w.  Henry  

TTosario,  Argentina  

Fort  Erl«,  Canada 
Buenos  Aires,  Argen- 
tina. 

Lonrenco  Uarquea, 
Portucuese  East 
Africa. 

•  The  tour  of  American  cities  by  Consul  General  Thomas  Sammonii.  of  Shangbal,  includes 
Bochester,  New  York,  Detroit,  Chlcaxo.  Utnneapolls.  Seattle,  and  Tacoma,  concluding  at 
the  latter  place  Dec.  10,  191C.  Ue  will  confer  with  boslneiis  men  at  tbese  places  who  are 
Interested  In  trade  In  China.  ^    .  .  ...  . 

•  Consul  Georse  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Lourenco  Uarquea,  reports  bla  armal  Id  the  UoUea 
States  and  Byes  bis  address  nntU  Dec.  81, 1015.  as  Oe  Loto*  Club,  110 ' 
Street,  New  xort  Cltjr. 


I  West  FIf  ty-serentli 
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TAFAH  FUKTHEAS  DTESTTJFF  ENTEBPBISE. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Mall  of  Oct  15,  by  Conaol  General  George  H.  Sddmore.  For  preTlow 
annoancement  resardiag  this  Japanese  dyestulE  enterprise  see  Comhbbcx  IUpobis  toe 

Oct  2,  1019.] 

Detailed  regulations  relating  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Japanese 
Dyestuffs,  Medicine,  and  Chemicals  Manufacture  Encouragement  Law 
were  proclaimed  y^erday  in  the  form  of  an  imperial  edict  and  de- 
partmental orders. 

According  to  these  more  than  6,000,000  yen  ($2,988,000)  should  be 
the  capital  in  the  case  of  a  company  which  specializes  in  the  manu- 
facture of  dyestuffs,  and  more  than  1,200,000  yen  ($597,600)  in  the 
case  of  a  company  manufacturing  glycerine  and  carbolic  acid,  the 
material  of  explosives.  In  each  case  the  subsidy  from  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  granted  only  to  one  company.  Anyone  who  desires  to 
organize  a  subsidized  company  is  requested  to  apply  to  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  for  permission  to  establish  his  pro- 
jected company.  When  the  capital  is  paid  up,  the  first  general  meet- 
mg  of  the  shareholders  completed,  and  the  new  company  duly  regis- 
tered in  the  court,  the  promoters  of  the  company  are  entitled  to  ask 
for  a  subsidy. 

The  Government  is  bound  to  subsidize  the  company  so  as  to  enable 
it  to  pay  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent  per  annum,  making  up  the  deficit 
if  any  exists.  The  company  must  lay  aside  one-twentieth  of  its  net 
profits  as  a  reserve  fund.  If  its  shares  be  issued  above  par,  the  bal- 
ance must  be  included  in  the  reserve  fund.  Besides  a  special  reserve 
fund  is  to  be  provided  in  order  that  it  may  become  self-supporting 
as  soon  as  possible.  To  this  fimd  will  go  obe-half  of  the  excess  of  the 
net  profits  from  which  8  per  cent  per  annum  dividend  has  been  paid. 
The  rest  of  the  excess  may  be  distributed  among  the  shareholders. 
The  maximum  of  the  dividend  out  of  this  source  shall  not,  however, 
exceed  4  per  cent  per  annum.  The  residue  must  be  included  in  the 
special  reserve  fund.  On  the  other  hand,  the  conduct  of  the  sub- 
sidized company  is  to  be  placed  under  the  sti'ict  surveillance  of  the 
Government 

[Japan  UaU,  Oct  16.] 

Prompt  Planning  for  Dyestaff  Company. 

The  authorities  appear  to  be  very  hopeful  regarding  the  dyestuflf 
company  promotion,  declaring  that  the  company  may  be  organized 
before  tne  end  of  the  month ;  that  is,  befoi*e  Baron  Shibusawa,  who 
is  acting  as  mediator  between  the  Government  and  the  i)rivate  busi- 
ness men  concerned,  leaves  for  tlie  United  Statts.  In  business  circles, 
however,  the  whole  affair  is  viewed  in  a  different  light,  private  in- 
terests not  being  at  all  reconciled  to  the  official  plan  of  rigid  control, 
and  therefore  reluctant  to  joint  the  scheme  as  promoters.  The  points 
of  dissent  will  be  submitted  to  a  conference  of  experts,  which  will  be 
convened  at  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Cominerce  on 
October  17. 

The  principal  difficulty  is  the  ministerial  limitation  to  protection 
and  the  resulting  loss  to  the  unprotected  manufacturers.  Under 
the  official  plan  a  semiofficial  plant  is  to  be  organized  in  Kyushu  to 
distill  raw  material  produced  by  the  Government  Iron  Foundry,  and 
only  laboratories  are  to  be  organized  in  Tokyo  and  Osalta.  The  mills 
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already  in  operation  in  these  cities  are  thus  left  outside  of  the  new 
concern  and  must  meet  competition  from  the  powerfully  officially 
protected  company.  It  will  not  be  an  easy  task  to  relieve  the  clash 
of  interest  between  the  protected  company  and  the  business  com- 
munity. 


AMEBICAir  TBADE  FIGXTRES  FOB  LAST  WEEK. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
November  20,  1015,  at  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States  were: 


Dbtrlets. 


Imports. 


DntiM 
eoOected. 


Exports. 


aeorfda  (Savanimh)  

Ma'iochiisei  U  (Boston) 

New  York  

Philadelphte  

Uarjl&nd  (Baltimore). 

VlrgiDia  (NoTlolk)  

New  Ortoons  

OnlTUtoa  

Bui  Prancisea  

WBshlDgtOD  (Swttle).. 

BuObIo  

Chiogo  

lUeblpu  (Detndt) .... 

Total  


110,495 
.030,804 
182, IKS 
119, g;4 
479.  m 

25,958 
515,493 

24,396 
342, «7B 
613. 470 
9:0,  ISl 
491, 2« 


1300 
247.774 
3,07f,7Tl 
180,849 
49.f«4 
45,744 
19,409 
3,458 
{2,546 

37.  on 

33.784 
139,045 
40.780 


(422,027 

?,0I8.63J 
efi,413,G0S 
2, 123, 167 
2,031,570 
1,601,913 
2,611,327 
3,139,449 
1,073,004 
1,799.811 
1,641,923 
Cf,080 
3,I53,2S5 


»,  413,374 


3.927,701 


87,997, 191 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ending  November  20  in  the  13  customs  districts 
of  $58,685,420.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  91  per  cent  of 
the  import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  tcaoar 
actions  in  September,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  November  20  amounted 
to  98,279  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  1915,  approxi-t 
mately  1,704,223  bales. 


AMERICANS  HOPE  TO  EXTEIH)  FILTES-FAFEB  INSUSTEY. 

An  interesting  problem  has  arisen  from  an  informal  conference  nt 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  A  paper  company  in  this 
country  has  become  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  filter  paper  of 
the  highest  grade,  the  supply  of  which  is  being  rapidly  exhausted. 
The  company  sent  an  expert  to  the  bureau  to  obtain  all  possible  in- 
formation relating  to  the  manufacture  of  such  paper. 

English  papr  mills  at  this  time  are  making  a  determined  effort  to 
get  control  of  the  American  market,  now  that  the  German  mills  are 
unable  to  supply  this  important  grade.  The  bureau  therefore  con- 
biders  that  it  is  an  opportune  time  for  starting  this  new  branch  of  an 
important  industry,  and  is  making  every  effort  to  furnish  the  desired 
information. 

Samples  of  various  makes  and  grades  are  being  examined,  and 
specifications  for  both  the  paper  and  its  performance  under  given 
conditions  are  being  determined.  The  facts  obtained  will  be  supplied 
to  any  mills  attempting  to  make  this  grade  of  paper. 
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HOHexoNa  FiECE-eoass  habeet  iufsotedi 

ICoqsqI  General  George  B.  AsderBon,  Honf^ony,  Oct  9.] 

After  a  year  of  waiting  and  of  work  to  dispose  of  stocks  on  hand, 
Hongkong  piece-goods  importers  have  started  to  buy  in  comparatively 
heavy  volume  for  next  year's  trade,  and  the  closing  months  of  1915 
are  likely  to  show  marked  activity  in  purchases,  though  sales  will 
probably  not  keep  pace  with  them. 

The  marked  advance  in  the  price  of  goods  in  Europe  and  the  gen- 
eral cotton  situation  as  reported  here  have  led  to  current  action, 
although  it  has  been  felt  for  some  time  that  it  was  only  a  matter  of  a 
comparatively  short  time  before  purchases  in  considerable  volume 
would  be  made.  For  more  than  a  year  the  market  has  rested  under 
heavy  stocks  and  small  demand.  With  the  opening  of  the  current 
season  the  trade  found  itself  with  stoclcs  of  sucn  size  and  nature  that 
^Bven  good  clearances  could  bring  no  relief  before  summer.  Clear- 
ances so  far  during  the  year  have  not  been  as  large  as  was  anticipated 
and  they  are  not  very  satisfactory  at  the  present  time,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  a  considerable  volume  of  goods  is  moving  at  prices  for 
which  the  goods  could  not  be  duplicated  at  the  factories. 

Prices  in  grays  and  whites  still  ruling  here  are  far  below  quota- 
tions in  Europe  and  the  United  States  for  similar  goods.  In  fancy 
goods  home  prices  have  so  far  risen  as  to  almost  entirely  shut  off  sales 
here  for  the  time  being.  Everything  considered,  however,  piece- 
goods  experts  in  this  market  consider  the  situation  far  better  than 
it  has  heea  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

There  is  also  a  fair  demand  for  woolens,  the  first  recovery  in  this 
market  since  the  year  following  the  Chinese  revolution.  Prices  are 
now  so  high  that  little  trade  will  probably  be  done  for  some  time, 
but  the  tone  of  the  market  in  such  goods  is  distinctly  improved. 

The  volume  of  business  in  cotton  yarn  has  fallen  off  greatly  as  a 
result  of  the  advance  in  prices.  With  the  present  level  of  prices,  tiie 
year  will  close  with  a  dull  yam  market. 

In  the  piece-goods  market  generally  there  is  a  much  stronger 
demand  for  American  goods  than  has  existed  for  years,  the  impres- 
sion being  that  American  prices,  quality  for  quality,  are  much  more 
favorable  than  they  have  been  heretofore.  American  manufacturers 
also  seem  more  disposed  to  meet  special  demands  of  the  market  in 
a  way  to  invite  business.  It  is  noted  in  local  piece-goods  circles  that 
British  piece-goods  representatives  arc  not  so  closely  in  touch  with 
the  market  as  Uiey  have  been,  hardly  a  single  Manchester  or  Bradford 
travder  having  visited  this  port  for  months. 

EVBOFEAN  LIKE  B7  TAFAlirESE  COHPANT. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Tlmca  of  Oct.  20,  by  ConsQl  Geiieral  George  H.  Sdiliaore,  Tokohamt.] 
3?ew  Osaka  Bhosen  Xaisha  Service. 

It  is  reported  that  in  view  of  the  prosperity  of  trade  on  the  Euro- 
pean line  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  has  decided  to  open  a  service  on 
the  line  side  by  side  with  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  having  already 
ordered  four  vessels  of  12,000  tons  each  from  the  Osaka  Iron  Works. 
One  of  these  ships  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  next  year,  while 
the  other  three  will  be  begun  in  the  early  part  of  next  year,  a  fleet 
of  European  vessels  being  thus  completed  by  the  first  half  of  1917. 
When  the  scheme  is  realized  the  company's  affairs  in  liondon  will 
be  taken  charge  of  by  Samuel  &  Samuel. 
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nrDUSTRIAI  AHD  COHHERCIAL  CONDITIONS  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  General  John  G.  Foster,  Ottawa,  Not.  9-1 

Evidence  of  greatly  improved  industrial  and  commercial  conditions 
in  Canada  is  steadily  accumulating,  the  splendid  agricultural  crops 
being  largely  responsible.  In  some  instances  they  are  more  than 
double  those  of  the  previous  year. 

Every  able-bodied  man  should  have  full  employment  during  the 
coming  winter.  The  employment  of  women  in  factories  is  also  likely 
to  be  larger  than  usual,  and  for  the  immediate  future  at  least  the 
financial  situation  of  the  Canadian  people  is  much  better  than  at  the 
close  of  1914. 

The  railway  earnings  show  striking  gains.  During  October  the 
three  big  Canadian  railway  systems  reported  earnings  amounting  to 
$21,656,191,  an  increase  of  34.2  per  cent  over  October,  1914;  during 
each  of  the  previous  six  months  of  1915  decreases  resulted  from 
railway  operations  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  months  of 
1914. 

Canadian  bank  clearings  for  the  week  ending  October  28,  1915, 
amounted  to  $192,516,066,  an  increase  of  $33,776,375  compared  with 
the  similar  week  last  year. 

The  Dominion  revenue  for  October  amounted  to  $14,440,333  as 
against  $10,641,254  in  the  corresponding  month  last  year.  For  the 
seven  months  from  April  1  to  October  31  the  revenue  was  $87,683,848, 
or  nearly  $7,000,000  greater  than  in  the  like  period  of  the  calendar 
year  1914.  The  ordinary  expenditures  during  this  seven-months 
period  amounted  to  $56,347,603,  or  about  $9,000,000  less  than  for  the 
like  period  of  the  previous  year.  The  extraordinary  and  capital  ac- 
count expenditures  during  these  seven  months  were  $74,013,915,  of 
which  total  $53,359,158  were  outlays  occasioned  by  the  war. 

The  net  debt  of  Canada  on  October  31,  1915,  amounted  to  $492,- 
528,492,  an  increase  of  $139,853,093  as  compared  with  the  October  31, 
1914,  statement. 

It  has  been  officially  announced  that  a  Domestic  Dominion  loan  of 
probably  $50,000,000  will  be  offered  for  popular  subscription  about 
the  end  of  the  present  month. 

ALCOHOL  STOVES  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  O.  Gaylord  Marslt,  detailed  as  vice  consul  at  Ottawa,  Not.  0.] 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  drug-store  and  hardware-store  window 
displays  in  Ottawa  has  been  the  prominence  given  to  alcohol  stoves 
of  American  manufacture.  Many  of  the  stoves  exhibited  are  small 
and  are  designed  to  use  solidified  alcohol.  Larger  stoves  with  grates 
and  having  considerable  utility  value  are  also  carried  in  stock  and 
displayed. 

The  German-made  alcohol  stove,  due  to  its  quality  and  cheapness  in 
price,  was  a  strong  competitor  in  this  market  previous  to  the  war. 
By  way  of  comparison,  an  American  liquid  alcohol  stove  with  one 
grate  sells  at  about  $5,  while  a  similar  stove  of  German  make  formerly 
sold  at  about  $3.  Considering  the  large  number  of  these  stoves  dis- 
played it  would  seem  that  there  should  be  ample  inducement  to 
American  manufacturers  to  make  a  determined  effort  to  maintain 
their  products  in  this  market,  even  when  competition  again  becomes 
greater. 
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CAKADIAJT  SUBSIDIES  70B  AaAICnLTTTRAI  PITSPOSES. 

tConsul  General  B.  E.  MaDsfleld,  Vancouver,  Brltlab  Colombia,  Oct.  30.] 

In  1913  the  Federal  Government  appropriated  $500,000  to  be 
divided  among  the  various  Provinces  in  the  Dominion,  on  the  basis 
of 'population,  to  supplement  their  own  expenditures  for  agricul- 
tural purposes.  British  Columbia's  grant  was  $47,335.  Pending  the 
establishment  of  an  agricultural  college,  the  appropriation  was  used 
for  the  following  purposes : 

Women's  Institutes  $2,500 

Farmers'  Institutes   5, 000 

Demonstrations  in  crops  and  poultry   7,  500 

Demonstrations  in  (iairyin^  :  5,000 

Demonstrations  in  liorticuiture  '.   2. 500 

Cow  testing   2,  500 

Instructors  in  agriculture   7,500 

School  gardens   :  —  1,000 

Demonstrations  In  field  work  2,S00 

Live-stock  judging   1,000 

Fruit-pacl£inK  scboola  _.___„-___  ,          1, 000 

Bulletins  *  .   2,S00 

Miscellaneous   4,  S85 

These  services  are  a  considerable  and  useful  addition  to  the  activi' 
ties  which  the  Province  conducts  with  its  own  funds. 


ABBDRICULTUBE  IH  FEBSIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Ralph  H.  Bader,  Teberan,  Aug,  14.] 

Except  in  the  Provinces  bordering  the  Caspian  Sea  and  in  Kurdi- 
stan, where  there  is  sufficient  rainfall,  there  are  no  natural  forests  in 
Persia.  On  account  of  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities,  all  the 
timber  consumed  in  the  great  plain  of  Iran  is  grown  locally  by 
irrigation.  The  trees  that  one  learns  to  associate  with  every  Persian 
landscape  are  the  poplar  and  the  plane  tree,  which  the  Persians  call 
the  Chenar.  The  plane  tree  requires  very  little  water,  grows  quickly, 
and  attains  to  an  immense  size  and  great  age.  The  natural  lorm  of 
plane  trees  is  spreading,  but  the  Persians  plant  them  in  dense  rows, 
and  by  lopping  off  the  branches  when  young  and  by  constant  thinning 
these  trees  grow  to  a  ^reixt  height. 

The  area  of  a  cultivated  wood  is  generally  not  large,  the  usual 
size  being  3  to  6  acres.  The  plane  tree  and  the  p^lar  serve  for  build- 
ing purposes  in  Persia,  as  does  the  pine  in  the  United  States.  Great 
groves  of  walnut  are  also  grown  in  the  north  of  Persia,  the  nuts 
being  used  for  food.  So  scarce  and  costly  is  wood  in  Persia  that 
even  branches  and  the  trees  that  are  removed  from  the  groves  when 
the  size  of  a  man's  finger  are  carefully  collected  and  transported  to 
the  towns  to  be  used  for  firewood  and  lor  other  purposes. 


COIfSnLAB  TBADE  EF70BTS  HT  BRITISH  GVLASA. 

[Consul  George  E.  Cbambcrlaln,  Georgetown,  Oct.  1.] 

As  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  this  consulate  during  the  past  quarter 
10  American  agencies  have  been  placed  in  this  district,  also  an 
American  equipment  for  a  first-class  3-chair  barber  shop.  The  new 
agencies  include  the  following  lines:  Cotton  piece  goods,  collars, 
neckwear,  ladies'  tmderwear,  gents'  underwear,  bags  and  truni^, 
leaf  tobacco,  and  general  imports. 
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IMFROVBD  COFKA  CUBIHO  ZH  PHIIIFFINES. 

[Manila  Dally  Bulletin,  6ct.  7.] 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  officials  at  Manila  have  returned  from  in- 
specting a  modem  copra  dr?^ing  plant  recently  constructed  in  the 
center  of  a  big  coconut  district  near  Magdalena.  Laguna  Province. 
This  plant  cost  about  $10,000,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  pro- 
rietor,  and  is  probably  the  most  modem  plant  in  the  Philippines.  The 
uilding  has  concrete  floors  and  walls  and  an  iron  roof,  and  is  prac- 
tically fireproof.  The  drying  plant  consists  of  a  row  of  36  con- 
nected ovens,  each  with  a  capacity  of  six  big  trays  of  coconuts.  The 
capacity  of  the  plant  is  estimated  at  150  piculs  (20,000  pounds)  of 
coi>ra  every  24  hours.  The  copra  is  dried  by  hot  air  from  a  furnace 
which  is  fed  by  coconut  husks.  This  hot  air  is  forced  through  the 
ovens  by  a  big  revolving  fan,  which  is  nm  by  an  oil  engine.  The 
floor  of  the  ovens  is  of  sand,  which  helps  to  hold  the  heat.  Big 
perforated  pipes  extend  at  the  top  from  oven  to  oven,  thus  equalizing 
the  distribution  of  the  hot  air.  An  excellent  quality  of  white  copra 
is  produced.  The  factory  has  only  been  in  operation  a  short  time, 
and  none  of  the  copra  has  been  marketed,  but  it  is  of  such  excellent 
quality  that  it  is  sure  to  conunand  a  fancy  price. 


FBESENTS  SUBTET  OF  FEBTTVI&IT  SITGAA  INBUSTBT. 

tConsnl  General  William  W.  Handler,  Callao-Llma,  Sept.  30.] 

An  interesting  pamphlet  has  been  issued  by  the  minister  of  Fo- 
mento  containing  detailed  statistics  and  a  general  survey  of  the 
sugar  industry  in  Peru  during  1914. 

As  regards  the  production  of  sugar,  raw  and  refined,  the  quantity 
increased  from  183,954  metric  tons  in  1913  to  228,055  tons  in  1914, 
a  difference  of  44,100  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.62  pounds).  The  area 
of  cane  under  cultivation  was  100,640  acres.  The  number  of  laborers 
employed  in  the  industry  is  given  as  21,881.  The  consumption  of 
sugar  in  the  Republic  during  1914  is  estimated  at  33,072  metric  tons. 
The  exportation  of  sugar  in  1914  amounted  to  176,670  metric  tons, 
or  an  increase  of  32,769  tons  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  pamphlet  contains  also  facts  about  the  production  and  con- 
sumption or  alcohol  and  furnishes  a  complete  list  of  the  sugar  plan- 
tations of  the  Republic. 

[A  copy  of  the  publication  will  be  loaned  to  Interested  persons  who  apply  to 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer 
to  file  No.  68325.1 


BECOBD  TEAK  FOB  SWEDISH  STATE  TEIEOKAFHS. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  narrls,  Btockbolm,  Oct.  20.] 

According  to  an  estimate  of  the  Director  of  the  Swedish  State  Tele- 
graphs the  present  year  will  be  a  record  one  as  concerns  the  number 
of  messages  sent  and  the  increase  in  the  income  connected  therewith. 
It  is  calculated  that  the  receipts  in  1915  will  amount  to  $2,432,000  con- 
trasted with  $2,160,000  in  1914.  The  increase  in  the  income  of  the 
telephone  service  this  year  over  1914  will  amount  to  $830,000. 


Digitized  by  Google 


OOMUEBCE  BEPORTS. 


ONTABZO  HOTELS  HAT  E&TE  HOPE  PISE  rESCAm. 

[Consul  0.  Gaylord  Mnrsli,  detailed  aa  vice  eo&snl,  Ottawa,  Canada,  Not.  10.] 

The  Revised  Statutes  of  Ontario,  dealing  with  the  prevention  of 
accidents  by  fire  in  hotels  and  other  similar  buildmgs,  pro^de  for 

rope  fire  escapes.  The  law  says: 

The  keeper  of  every  hotel  shall  provide  and  keep  in  each  of  the  sleepini; 
apartments  or  bedrooms  which  are  above  the  ground  floor,  a  flre  escape  for  the 
use  of  guests  occupying  the  same. 

Such  flre  escape  shall  be  sufficient  within  the  meaning  of  this  act  if  tt  consists 
of  a  rope  not  less  than  three-quarters  of  an  inch  In  thickness,  and  of  snfflcient 
length  to  reach  from  the  room  or  apartment  In  which  it  Is  kept  to  the  ground 
l>clow,  and  Is  kept  in  a  coll  or  other  convenient  position  In  each  of  said  bedrooms 
or  sleeping  apartments;  and  If  the  outside  window  or  opening  of  such  sleeping 
apartment  or  bedroom  is  provided  with  proper,  secure,  and  convenient  fasten- 
ings or  appliances  to  which  one  end  of  the  rope  may  be  safely  secured  or 
fastened ;  provided  ttmt  ttie  provisions  of  this  sal)section  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  sufficiently  complied  with  by  the  substitution  for  the  rope  therein  men- 
tioned, with  the  approval  of  the  inspector,  of  the  flre  escape  known  as  the 
"  natuml-drop  flre  escape,"  consisting  of  a  cylindrical  casing  made  of  canvas 
or  any  other  suitable  material,  and  provided  at  the  tap  with  a  m^l  ring  sup- 
ported by  chains  from  the  window,  the  lower  portion  of  the  casing  extrading 
into  proximity  with  the  ground. 

In  case  any  hotel  Is  provided  with  outside  stationary  or  other  flre  escapes, 
differing  from  what  is  herein  provided  for,  by  means  of  which.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  inspector  of  the  license  district  in  which  any  such  hotel  Is  situated,  a 
reasonable,  safe,  and  convenient  means  of  egress  from  the  sleeping  apartments 
or  bedrooms  is  provided  In  case  of  flre,  the  same  sliall  be  deemed  a  compliance 
with  this  act,  so  far  as  relates  to  all  sleeping  apartments  or  bedrooms  from  the 
outside  windows  or  openings  of  which  there  is  access  to  the  said  fire  escapes. 

The  rope  fire  escapes  observed  have  a  substantial  ring  fastened 
to  the  window  casing,  a  rope  being  securely  fastened  to  the  ring 
and  neatly  coiled  and  hung  on  the  wall  by  the  side  of  the  window. 
The  equipment  is  quite  inexpensive  and  m>t  unsi^tly. 


FLAHS  TO  HANDLE  LUHBEB  TSAFHC  OF  HOBTEWEST. 

[Commercial  Agent  W.  B.  Henderson,  Seattle,  Waah.J 

Plans  to  handle  the  heavy  traffic  from  the  lumber  belt  of  the 
Olympic  Peninsula  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  comple- 
tion, a  few  days  ago,  of  the  track  of  the  Seattle,  Puget  Sound  & 
"Western  Railway  to  a  connection  with  the  Port  Townsend  &  Puget 
Sound  Railway.  Both  roads  are  subsidiaries  of  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railroad,  and  in  the  taking  over  of  the  Puget 
Sound  railroad  all  trestles  have  been  filled  and  the  roadbed  has  been 
placed  in  condition  to  handle  the  lumber  shipments. 

The  company  is  constructing  a  three-track  line  from  the  slip  at 
Port  Townsend,  and  a  barge  service  to  Seattle,  which  will  be  oper- 
ated from  Portage  to  Seattle.  Another  line  which  adds  considerably 
to  the  transportation  facilities  at  the  head  of  the  Puget  Sound  sec- 
tion has  been  finished  by  the  laying  of  trades  on  7^  miles  right  of 
way  of  the  Oregon-Washington  Railroad  &  Navigation  Co.'s  line  from 
Plum  Station  to  Olympia,  thus  giving  to  that  city  two  transconti- 
nental lines  for  the  first  time  in  its  history.  The  new  line  will  con- 
nect with  the  Korth^n  Pacific  at  Point  Defiance,  near  Tacoma. 
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SANIO  DOKIHaO'S  EZFOBTS  TO  VSJTED  STATES. 

[Vice  Consol  Bobert  K.  Wtlllanu,  Santo  Domingo.  Oct  2.] 

The  total  value  of  the  declared  exports  from  Santo  Domingo,  Do- 
minican Republic,  to  the  United  States  and  Porto  Rico  for  the  quarter 
ended  September  30,  1915,  shows  a  marked  decrease,  when  compared 
with  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1914.  During  the  1914  quarter 
there  was  one  month  which  was  not  affected  by  tlie  war.  At  present 
there  are  no  exports  to  Europe,  such  as  formerly  went  via  the  United 
States,  and  there  has  beeti  a  great  falling  oft  in  grand  totals.  There 
are  no  cases  of  "  optional  reshipment  to  Europe,"  by  way  of  the  United 
States,  as  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1914. 

During  the  September  quarter  of  1914,  $95,284  worth  of  sugar  was 
shipped  from  this  port  to  the  United  States,  of  which  $14,957  was 
billed  "optional  reshipment  to  Europe,"  while  in  the  quarter  just 
ended  not  a  single  shipment  of  sugar  is  reported,  for  the  reason  that 
the  market  was  better  earlier  in  the  calendar  year,  the  sugar  pro-- 
ducers  were  able  to  sell  their  product  to  a  much  better  advantage,  and 
they  did  not  have  to  hold  it  for  an  advance  in  the  market  as  they  did 
last  year.  If,  therefore,  the  amount  of  sugar  is  deducted  from  tiie  total, 
the  exports  of  the  September,  1914,  quarter  to  the  United  States  and 
Porto  Rico  fall  very  much  below  the  exports  of  the  corresponding 
quarter  in  this  year. 

Cacao  shows  an  increase  this  year,  coffee  a  falling  off,  and  hides  and 
skins  an  increase.  The  sugar  men  declare  the  war  has  been  to  their 
advantage,  enabling  them  to  sell  for  a  better  price  than  if  they  had  to 
meet  the  competition  of  the  European  sugar-beet  producers.  Prod- 
ucts which  were  formerly  shipped  to  Europe  are  now  ^ing  to  the 
tlnited  States  and  Porto  Rico,  and  in  return  the  Dominicans  are  pur- 
chasing more  from  the  United  States  than  they  did  prior  to  the  war. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Santo  Domingo  for  the  Sep- 
tember quarter  amounted  to  $63,508,  compared  with  $120,860  for  the 
corresponding  quarter  in  1914.  Shipments  of  cacao  were  valued  at 
$31,426,  compared  with  $22.078 ;  coffee,  $3,303,  compared  with  $12,498 ; 

foatskins,  $5,591,  compared  witii  $2,738 ;  hides,  11^14,  compared  with 
S,653;  and  wax,  $10,358,  compared  with  $5,518. 

AHEBZCAN  SOAP  FOB  THE  AZOBES. 

rConsnl  Walter  H.  ScIiiiIk;  St.  Hlcbaels,  Oct.  80.] 

Inquiries  have  been  received  at  this  consulate  regardin|f  American 
soaps.  An  article  comparing  favorably  with  on  English  product 
known  as  "  Sunlight  Soap,"  seems  to  be  in  demand.  About  $75,000 
worth  of  soaps,  mcluding  the  toilet  variety,  are  imported  b;^  the 
Azores  annually.  Samples  of  the  most  popular  local  brands  will  be 
sent  to  American  firms  interested  in  the  market.  Such  firms  are 
invited  also  to  submit  samples  of  their  products  for  the  commercial 
exhibit  of  the  St.  Michael  s  consulate.  Only  cheap  and  moderate- 
priced  articles  should  be  sent,  as  the  market  can  not  absorb  others. 
A  cold-water  laundrj  soap,  it  is  suggested,  would  have  a  good  sale, 
as  clothes  are  not  boded  by  a  majority  in  the  washing  process. 

AH  samples  should  be  sent  through  the  mails,  divided  in  small 
parcels  and  plainly  marked  with  the  word  samples,"  and  addressed 
^  American  Consulate,  St.  Michael's,  Azores." 

Digitized  by  Google 


780  CpmCEBCE  BEFOBTS. 

SUITS  mOHTIEB  TKABE  WITH  BTTBIU. 

[Vice  Comal  Carl  C  Hansen,  Bsngfcok,  8«pt.  10.] 

Siam's  frontier  trade  with  Burma  has  received  considerable  atten- 
tion lately,  owing  to  the  extension  of  the  Siamese  northern  railway, 
which  is  now  under  construction.  In  about  two  years  the  road  will 
reach  Chiengmai,  the  northern  capital  of  Siam,  and  with  its  com- 
pletion much  of  the  Siam- Burma  transfrontier  trade  will  be  diverted 
to  this  new  route. 

The  caravan  trade  routes  pass  in  two  distinct  directions,  one  between 
Burma  and  northern  Siam  and  the  otiier  between  Burma  and  south- 
em  Siam,  but  figures  are  given  for  the  combined  trade  of  both  of  these 
routes.  The  present  method  of  transportation  is  by  Shan  ponies  and 
pack  mules. 

According  to  an  official  statement  recently  issued  by  the  Burmese 
Government  the  overland  trade  between  Siam  and  Burma  for  1914-15 
amounted  to  a  total  of  $3^80,077  gold,  against  $3,257,090  for  the  plu- 
vious year. 

laoreaiei  Shown  In  Import  and  Export  Trade. 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  Burma  to  Siam  for  1914^-15  was 
$1,432,175,  while  the  exports  from  Siam  to  Burma  totaled  $1,947,902, 
as  compared  with  $1^98,273  imports  and  $1,859,517  exports  for  the 
prewdmg  year. 

The  values  of  the  principal  imports  from  Burma  were :  Cotton  yam 
and  piece  goods,  $270,351 ;  wearing  apparel,  $60,989 ;  silk  piece  goods, 
$42,878;  metals  and  manufactures  of,  $3fi,431.  The  biggest  import 
item  consisted  of  2,607,976  silver  rupees,  but  of  these,  however, 
1,661,681  ($539,101)  were  reexported  to  Burma.  The  rupee,  the 
standard  silver  coin  of  Burma,  has  a  large  circulation  in  northern 
Siam,  because  the  Burmese  teak-timber  contractors  in  Siam  receive 
their  pay  in  this  currency,  which  they  subsequently  return  to  their 
own  country. 

The  chief  frontier  exports  from  Siam  to  Burma  during  1914-15 
condsted  of  572,655  cubic  feet  of  teak  timber,  valued  at  $363,401, 
which  was  floated  to  Burmese  ports  bv  way  of  the  Salween  River; 
17,556  head  of  cattle,  $295,254 ;  246  elephants,  $397,022 ;  native  drugs, 
$1,460 ;  jewelry  and  precious  stones,  $2,657 ;  silk  piece  goods,  $91,147 ; 
and  native  tobacco,  1^,353.  The  246  elephants  imported  from  Siam 
were  for  use  in  teak-timber  extraction  from  the  Burmese  forests. 

Cultivation  of  Kloe  One  of  Chief  Indastrles. 

The  population  of  northern  Siam  numbers  about  2,500,000,  and 
cultivation  of  rice,  which  is  their  staple  food,  is  one  of  the  chief  in- 
dustries, but  as  a  rule  only  sufficient  rice  is  grown  for  local  consump- 
tion, and  there  is  no  surplus  for  export. 

The  most  important  industry  in  this  district  is  teak  lodging,  but 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  the  teak  logs  which  passed 
the  duty  station  at  Paknampoh  numbered  only  58,888j  while  the 
yearly  average  number  of  logs  floated  by  river  to  this  stabon  is  about 
100,000,  and  oesides  these  about  20,000  logs  pass  yearly  by  the  Biver 
Salween  to  Moulmein,  Burma. 


Pebble  manufacture  is  a  new  industry  in  Nevada.  Foreign  pebbles 
for  grinding  cement,  etc.,  imported  into  the  United  States  in  1914 
had  a  value  of  $479,146. 
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POTASH  FROM  THE  SEAWEED  OF  THE  SABAOOSSA. 

tCommerclal  Agent  Thomaa  B.  Norton.] 

The  current  shortage  of  potash  compounds  has  assumed  most  seri- 
ous dimensions.  The  ordinary  commercial  chloride  of  potash  {80  per 
cent  muriate  of  potash)  is  now  quoted  at  $000  per  ton.  The  rate 
in  July,  1914,  was  $38. 

Attention  has  been  directed  to  the  possibility  of  exploiting  depos- 
its of  seaweed  which  are  present  in  such  abundance  in  the  so-c^.  lied 
Saragossa  Sea  of  the  Central  Atlantic.  Vast  amounts  of  this  sea- 
weed are  thrown  upon  the  coasts  of  the  Bahamas.  In  one  harbor, 
the  accumulations  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons  render  at  times 
navigation  almost  impossible. 

The  dried  kelp  obtained  from  this  seaweed  contains  on  an  average 
9  per  cent  of  potash.  In  a  recent  communication  by  Consul  W.  F. 
Doty,  of  Nassau,  it  is  suggested  that  efforts  should  be  made  on  a 
large  scale  to  exploit  this  source  of  potash.  Concessions  might  be 
obtained  for  operations  on  the  Bahama  Islands,  or  the  work  could 
be  carried  on  directly  in  the  Atlantic 

Although  this  source  of  potash-bearing  material  lies  so  near  to 
the  seaports  of  the  Southern  Atlantic  States,  where  such  large 
amounts  of  potash  are  currently  required  as  fertilizer,  it  would  ap- 
pear doubtful  whether  the  proposition  offers  any  advantage  over 
the  utilization  of  the  kelp  on  our  Pacific  littoral. 

X-lp  frofli  PaMfle  Coast  Cuitala*  Xore  Potasb. 

As  shown  in  the  recent  report  issued  by  this  Bureau  on  "  Potash 
production  in  California  and  potash  from  kelp,"  the  dried  kelp  from 
the  Pacific  coast  contains  18.9  per  cent  of  potash.  The  nitrogen  con- 
tent is  also  far  higher  than  that  of  the  seaweed  in  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic. 

The  desirability  of  securing  potash  at  any  price  whatever  is  now  so 
marked  that  it  might  possibly  be  well  to  consider  the  question  of  un- 
dertaking an  exploitation  of  the  Saragossa  weed. 

Full  data  concerning  this  seaweed  can  be  obtained  from  the  Marine 

Biolo^cal  Bureau  or  the  Carnegie  Institute  at  Washington.  A 
prominent  fertilizer  company  in  Georgia  has  also  instituted  investiga- 
tions in  this  connection  and  it  plans  to  send  an  expedition  to  ue 
Bahamas  for  further  exploration. 

In  the  meantime  the  efforts  to  perfect  and  expand  the  production 
of  potash  from  the  kelp  of  the  Cfalifomia  coast  are  being  advanced 
on  a  scale  of  increasing  importance.  There  is  but  little  doubt  that, 
in  harmony  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  recent  studies  on 
this  subject  published  in  Commerce  Reports,  the  California  produc- 
tion will  be  enormously  augmented  in  the  early  future.  There  is 
great  hope  that  it  may  prove  of  the  most  pronounced  value  in  reliev- 
ing the  potash  famine  at  present  so  much  felt  in  the  tobacco  and  cotton 
fields  of  the  South. 

[A  more  extended  discussion  of  potash  production  In  California,  by  Commer- 
cial Agent  Norton,  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  was  pub- 
llshed  In  Couhebce  Rkpobts  for  June  12, 1915.] 


"Silver  Fox  Farming,"  just  issued,  discusses  sites,  methods  of 
breeding,  costs  and  profits;  for  sale  at  5  cents  by  Superintendent  of 
documents,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 
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AUSTBAUAH  COUHEBCIAZ.  H0TE8. 

[Consul  Oeneral  3. 1.  Brlttaln,  Sydn^,  Oct.  21.] 
Oood  Bank  Conditions. 

The  Sydney  banks  indicate  a  substantial  increase  in  deposits.  The 
September,  or  winter  quarter,  just  closed,  is  not  a  period  when  de- 
posits usually  grow,  but  it  indicates  increased  deposits  over  the  June 
quarter  of  $8,726,528,  and  for  the  ^ear  $35,038,8(X).  Many  people 
nave  let  their  deposits  accumulate  m  preference  to  inv^ing  them 
either  in  securities  or  property,  and  the  recent  CommonwealUi  loan 
has  not  perceptibly  checked  the  accumulations. 

Exhibition  of  British  Hanafactores. 

The  Sydney  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  decided  to  hold  another 
Trade  Fair  similar  to  the  recent  one,  at  which  were  exhibited  Aus- 
tralian and  British  manufactured  goods.  At  present  64  finns  have 
signified  their  desire  to  exhibit.  The  tendency  will  be  to  ^coiiitige 
the  sale  of  goods  manufactured  in  the  British  Dominions. 

Higher  Duty  Wanted  on  Bnbber  Goods. 

Sydney  papers  report  that  a  delegation  representing  the  rubber- 
workers'  union  waited  upon  the  Australian  mmister  for  customs  and 
requested  that  a  duty  of  100  per  cent  be  placed  on  imported  rubber 
goods.  The  president  of  the  union  said  they  did  not  fear  British 
competition  but  deprecated  the  presend  trend  of  trade  toward  Amer- 
ica. He  stated  that  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  1907 
were  $661,844,  or  58  per  cent  of  the  imports,  and  in  1913  $1,182,550, 
or  40  per  cent  of  the  imports,  but  at  present  the  bulk  of  the  rubber 
imports  were  from  the  United  States.  Recently  American  manufac- 
turers have  taken  substantial  orders  for  automobile  tires  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand. 

Bemonstratlng  Haohlnery. 

A  man  interested  In  the  Colonial  Sugar  Co,  of  Australia  told  me 
to-day  that  American  manufacturers  of  cane-cutting  machinery  were 
sending  moving-picture  films  here  to  demonstrate  the  working  of 
cane-cutting  machines  which  they  wish  to  sell.  The  enterprise  of 
the  American  manufacturers  is  highly  appreciated. 

Brought  Affects  Sugar-cane  Growing. 

Sydney  newspapers  say  that  the  drought  in  the  sugar-growing 
districts  of  northern  Australia  continues  unabated;  in  two  of  the 
leading  districts  there  has  been  no  rain  during  the  last  month. 
Where  irrigation  was  not  available  there  has  been  no  planting, 
though  in  irrigated  areas  some  fine  crops  can  be  seen.  Kalamia 
Mill  has  now  fmished  crushing;  the  tonnage  of  cane  being  17,000  as 
against  72,000  last  year.  In  another  district  20  points  of  rain  is 
said  to  have  fallen  during  the  month  of  September.  The  total  to 
the  end  of  September  this  year  was  21  inches,  as  against  58|  inches 
to  the  end  of  the  month  of  September,  1914. 
Japanese  Ship  Subsidy. 

A  news  item  published  this  morning  from  Melbourne  says  the 
Japanese  Government  has  notified  the  Department  of  External 
Affairs  that  the  following  are  the  Australian  subsidies  under  the 
navigation  contracts  for  the  next  four  years:  1916.  $86,882;  1917, 
$79,616;  1918,  $84,190;  1919,  $93,631. 
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TBABE  EXFAHSEOK  AKB  DTTELLIOEHCE  BintEATT. 


[Commercial  AtUcli£  WUllRm  C.  Downs,  Melbonrne,  Aastralfa,  Oct.  1.] 

A  meeting  called  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Melbourne  to  consider  the 
formation  of  a  Trade  Expansion  and  Intelligence  Bureau,  which  has 
been  advocated  by  Melbourne's  evening  paper,  was  held  at  the  Town 
Hall  on  September  15  and  attended  by  about  200  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  of  the  city.  The  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

That  with  a  view  to  Increasing  Anstrallan  production  nnd  mnnufacture,  In- 
creasing our  over-sea  trade,  and  finding  new  markets  nt  home  and  abroad,  a 
Trade  Expansion  and  InteUijience  Bureau  be  established,  ami  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  from  this  meeting  to  form  a  constitution  and  derlse  ways  and 
means  of  carrj'ing  out  the  object  Id  view. 

Considerable  diversity  of  opinion  was  expressed  at  the  meeting  as 
to  the  scope  and  usefulness  of  such  a  bureau.  If  it  were  to  be  purely 
of  a  local  character,  it  was  considered  by  many  speakers  that  its  func- 
tions could  be  as  well  performed  by  the  existing  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  Chamber  of  Manufacturers.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pro- 
moters of  the  enterprise  voiced  the  desire  and  intention  of  inviting 
the  cooperation  of  the  other  States  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  under- 
took to  communicate  with  the  mayors  of  other  Australian  cities  with 
a  view  to  the  fonnation  of  similar  bureaus  in  those  cities  which  would 
be  associated  with  that  of  Melbourne.  It  was  also  hoped  that  recog- 
nition and  practical  support  might  be  received  from  Uie  Federal  and 
State  GoTemments. 
Tentatire  Flan  of  Organization. 

A  committee  of  24  was  appointed  by  the  lord  mayor  to  put  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  resolution.  This  committee  has  had  sev- 


The  generalpropositions,  however,  are: 

That  a  trade  expansion  and  Intelligence  bureau  be  established  in  a  con- 
venient and  central  position  in  the  city. 

That  Importers,  exporters,  manufacturers,  nnd  any  person  engaged  la  the 
production  or  distribution  (wholesale  or  retail)  of  commodities  be  ell^bte  for 

membership. 

That  a  register  of  trade  opportunities  offering  in  Australia  and  abroad  be 
opened  at  the  Bureau,  with  the  most  up-to-date  information  available  as  to 
markets,  shipping  facilities,  agencies,  etc. 

That  the  register  be  free  for  inspection  by  members,  and  that,  In  addition, 
facts  of  special  Importance  be  circulated*  among  members  in  the  form  of  bulle- 
tins. 

Tlint  commnnlcatlon  be  <q)cned  with  trade  organizations  at  home  and  abroad 
for  the  exchange  of  reports  and  cooperative  effort  for  mutual  advantage. 

In  the  general  propaganda  made  by  the  Melbourne  newspaper, 
which  originated  the  plan,  frequent  references  have  been  made  to  the 
excellent  organization  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  and  the  very  valuable  aid  given  by  it  to  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  in  the  practical  promotion  of  the  sale  of  their 
goods  in  foreign  countries. 


In  the  table  on  page  2  of  Supplement  to  Commerce  Reports  No. 
50a  (British  India),  published  on  November  15,  1915,  the  value  of 
the  exports  from  Calcutta  to  the  United  States  in  1913-14  should 
read  $60,121,714  instead  of  $80,121,714. 


perfected  plans  of  organization. 


Correction. 
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TOBEION  TBABE  OFPOSTTTmTIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  tber  maj  be  obtidned  from  the  Bnremv  or  Iti  brudk 
.  ,  oflloea.] 

Paper,  *hoe  lace»,  hoaierv,  etc.,  No.  19340. — A  commerdal  agmt  of  the  Bnrean 
reports  that  a  man  In  the  United  States  desires  samples  and  prices  on  the 
following  articles  for  firms  in  Vruftuay :  Boot  and  shoe  laces ;  waste,  and 
toilet  paper ;  toilet  soaps ;  face  powder ;  drugs  and  chemicals  of  all  kinds ; 
feather  and  fiber  dustors;  shoe  creams;  rubber  heds;  woodm  toothpicks; 
silk,  cotton,  and  Uale  hose ;  etc. 

Automobiles  and  acceuories,  etc,  Na  19341.— A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that 
a  man  in  Norway  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  manuibC' 
turers  of  niitomobllea  and  accessories,  electrical  materials,  and  machinery 
for  manufacturing  pneumatic  automobile  and  cycle  tires  and  tubes,  and  tin 
cans  for  "  brisling." 

€hmUeai  products,  Ko.  1^2.— An  American  cmsular  ofllcer  in  Spain  reports 
that  a  commission  merchant  desires  to  purchase  large  quantities  ot  chonl- 
cals,  such  as  chloride  of  lime,  chloride  of  calcium,  and  acetone.  Bank  ref- 
erencG  given.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Woolen  cloth,  paper,  furniture,  etc..  No.  1934S.— A  commercial  attache  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  reimrts  that  a  man  In  Chile  wishes  to  represmt 
American  exporters  of  woolen  cloth  fw  men's  clothing,  alt  kinds  of  shirt- 
ings, clieap  grades  of  stockings  and  socks,  furniture  of  every  description, 
all  kinds  of  paper,  cheap  jewelry,  combs,  etc.  Bank  and  commercial  refer- 
ences furnished. 

Stoeaters,  No.  19344. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  ofHcer  In  England 
states  that  a  firm  in  Ills  district  wishes  to  import  cotton  or  woolen  sweaters. 
In  all  colors,  for  women  and  children,  for  shipment  to  South  Africa.  Price 
f.  o.  b.  American  port,  but  not  to  exceed  $7.50  per  dozen.  Bank  references 
furnished. 

Beef,  vcoctablea,  condensed  milk,  etc.,  No.  19345. — A  commercial  agent  of  the 
Bureau  reports  tlint  a  firm  would  like  to  be  placed  In  communication  with 
exporters  of  saltal  beef  (not  frozen),  cornetl  and  preserved  beef,  salted 
vegetables,  condensed  milk  in  tins  und  barrels,  turpentine,  powdered  starch, 
macaroni  and  vermlcelU,  eilible  oils.  etc.  It  is  stated  that  these  articles  are 
to  be  exported  to  Sweden  and  the  Netherlands. 

'Newspapers,  tcindow  glass,  soap,  etc.,  No.  19346. — A  commercial  agent  of  the 
Bureau  reports  that  a  man  in  India  desires  to  purchase  the  following  goods: 
Newspapers  packed  In  5  hundredweights  per  bale,  window  glass,  soap, 
caustic  sodn,  und  tartaric  add. 

Motorcyeles  and  automobile  accessories.  No.  19347. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau 
states  that  a  firm  in  Norway  would  like  to  communicate  with  manufac- 
turers of  motorcycles  and  automobile  accessories,  such  as  headlights,  lamps, 
horns,  air  cocks,  priming  cups,  and- lubricators,  etc. 

Combs,  underwear,  hoKicry,  etc..  No.  10348. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  n  letter 
stating  that  a  man  In  Ireland  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with 
firms  manufacturing  combs,  underwear,  and  hosiery  for  women  and  children, 
corset  laces,  boot  and  shoe  ornaments,  cheap  buttons,  and  gloves  for  womm 
and  children. 

Chcmieal  products.  No.  19349. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  iu  touch  with  manufacturers 
of  chemicals,  such  as  chloride  of  lime  and  chloride  of  calcium.  References 
given.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Lard,  bacon,  tobacco,  etc.;  No.  19350. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  the  Canary  Islands  states  that  a  man  would  like  to  establish  com- 
mercial i-elutions  with  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  bacon;  tobacco 
(Kentucky  preferred);  boots  and  shoes  for  men,  women,  and  children; 
cotton  and  worsted  hosiery ;  felt  hats ;  and  confectionery.  Oorrespondence 
In  Spanish  Is  desired. 
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THE  SWISS  IHFOKT  TBUST. 

[Cablegram  trom  the  American  consulate  general,  London.1 

The  Foreign  Office  announce  that  the  Swiss  import  trust,  called 
Societe  Suisse  de  Surveillance  Economique,  commenced  operations 
November  16  as  the  only  authorized  consignee  in  Switzerland  of  ship- 
ments from  allied  countries  of  contraband  and  embargoed  articles. 


UABKET  FOB  IP3IAT0  SlUCE  IN  NORWAY. 

(Consul  Maurice  I*.  Dunlap,  Stavanger,  Oct  14.] 

Inquiries  have  recently  been  received  concerning  American  tomato 
sauce  suitable  for  packing  fish.  As  stated  in  a  recent  report  [pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Reports  for  October  8],  Italian  tomato  sauce 
has  been  used  almost  exclusively  in  the  past  by  the  Norwegian  fish 
factories.  Since  Italy^s  entrance  into  the  war,  however,  there  has 
been  considerable  speculation  as  to  the  continuance  of  adequate  sup- 
plies from  that  source,  and  very  recently  it  has  become  apparent  that 
some  part  of  the  supplies  will  have  to  be  imported  from  other 
countries.  The  Italian  tomato  crop  of  the  last  season  was  not  large, 
as  the  Italian  Government  had  much  of  the  tomato  land  planted  to 
com,  and  in  addition  the  yield  per  acre  was  below  normal. 

Prices  of  tomato  sauce  nave  risen  to  as  high  as  75  shillings  per  100 
kilos  ($8.30  per  100  pounds),  delivered  at  Stavanger.  This  is  from 
60  to  100  per  cent  higher  than  the  prices  prevailing  before  the  war. 

Six  of  the  local  commission  agents  are  anxious  to  receive  samples 
and  quotations  from  American  firms.  One  of  these  agents  states 
that  samples  of  American  sauce  received  during  the  last  month  were 
too  thin.  This  particular  importer  wants  the  "double  concentrated " 
sauce  if  possible. 

[The  names  of  the  Six  agents  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  CSommerce  or  its  branches.   Refer  to  file  No.  6S18S.] 
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BIDS  f  OB  SITRTET  STEA1CER9. 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  United  States  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey,  Washington,  until  December  30^  1916,  at  12  o'clock 
noon,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  steamers 

Gedney  and  McArthur.  These  vessels  are  now  at  Seattle,  Wash^ 
where  prospective  bidders  may  inspect  them  at  any  time.  The  exact 
location  of  the  vessels  can  be  had  on  application  to  the  inspector, 
XJaited  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  202  Burke  Buildings 
Seattle,  Wash., 

Each  bid  for  each  vessel  must  be  accompanied  by  a  certified  check 
in  the  sum  of  $250,  payable  to  the  order  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  The  checks  of  unsuccessful  bidders  will 
be  returned  immediately  after  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal  of  the 
successful  bidder,  but  the  check  of  the  successful  bidder  will  be  re- 
tained as  a  miarantee  for  the  liquidated  damages  that  would  be  in- 
curred by  the  Government  should  the  successful  bidder  default  in 
making  the  payments  in  accordance  with  his  proposal,  and  in  view  of 
the  difficulty  m  estimating  such  damages  with  exactness  they  are 
hereby  fixed,  estimated,  and  computed  at  $250.  If  no  default  be 
made,  the  amount  of  the  cheek,  $250,  will  be  credited  to  tiie  purchase 
as  a  first  payment  on  the  vessel. 

Full  payment  for  the  vessel  must  be  made  within  30  days  after  the 
acceptance  of  the  proposal,  and  it  is  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
no  title,  ri^t  to  possession,  nor  any  property  right  whatever  diall 
pass  to  or  vested  in  the  purchaser  until  the  full  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase price,  as  stated  in  the  accepted  proposal,  has  been  .paid  to  the 
Supermtendent  of  the  C6ast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 

It  is  also  understood  that  bidders  in  submitting  proposals,  evoi 
though  it  is  not  specificftlly  stated^  agree  to  iiU  of 'tM  conditiraw,  pro- 
visions, and  stipulations,  as  stated  in  this  l^ter  of  invitation. 

Descriptions  of  the  Gedney  and  McArthur  can  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Washington  office  or  to  the  offices  of  the  Coast  and  Geo- 
detic Survey  at  Seattle  or  San  Francisco. 

AMERICAN  COHSULAB  OFHCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Hanw. 

Post. 

Ezptm- 
tion  of 
▼anna. 

Dec.  31 
...do  

Dopartmeot  of  Stat«,WMhln|:toQ,  D.C. 

Do. 

Associotkm  ot  the  Bar  or  tlu  CUt 

New  York,  New  York  City. 
003  Goodrich  Avenua,  St.  Paul,  Mhat. 
Dnrinrtmetit  of  Stiite,Washington,  D  C 
Lewes,  Dal. 

Branch  ofBca,  Dureou  of  Fordgn  md 
DomestlB  Commeree,  Nmr  Ytxk, 

Lotus  Cbab,  ItO  V«t  Fif^^enntk 
street,  New  York  City. 

Dawson,  WUllun  

Peck,  Wtnya  R  

Robertson,  W.  Henrjr  

Roenrio,  A  ri^ntlnB. . . . 

Fort  Eric. Canada  

Buonos  .Vires,  Argcn- 

ttD&. 

ShanRhiJ.  fTilna.  

Lourenco  Marques, 

PonuRiicso  East 

Africa. 

Dec.  15 

...do  

Jim.  31 
Jan.  1 
Dec.  31 

Dec.  3 
Dec.  31 

-  ADC  war  or  American  cities  ny  consul  (Jeneral  Thomas  Sammons,  of  Shanghai.  locIndM 
Bocheater.  New  If ork.  Delroit,  ChicRKO.  Minneapolis,  Seattle,  and  Tacoma,  concladlqg  at 
toteMted fii teltoto ^  busineM  men  at  tbcM  places  who  «i» 

Digitized  by  Google 


COMMEBOE  BEPOBTB. 


787 


CEARTIira  OF  THE  EITSKOKWIH  RIVER  COKPIiETED. 

On  the  eastern  shore  of  Bering  Sea,  from  Ntmivak  Island  to  Nnsha- 
gak,  stretches  what  is  perhaps  Alaska's  most  unfrequented  coast  line, 
touched  by  waters  leading  into  an  even  less-frequented  river.  For  the 
past  five  seasons,  a  steamer  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Greodetic 
Survey  has  been  engaged  on  the  field  work  connected  with  the  chart- 
ing of  the  approach  and  entrance  to  the  Kuskokwim  River,  a  work 
completed  during  the  past  season  by  the  steamer  Yiikon.  As  a  supple- 
ment to  the  coast  work,  a  reconnoissance  survey  was  made  inland  from 
Bethel,  the  head  of  deep-sea  navigation.  This  was  carried  for  550 
miles  to  McGrath,  the  main  settlement  on  the  upper  river.  A  steamer 
afforded  the  means  of  taking  astronomical  instruments  up  the  river 
and  the  fair  weather  afforded  opportunity  for  the  determination  of 
positions  along  the  river's  course.  As  some  previous  positions  were 
found  as  much  as  50  miles  in  error,  a  new  map  of  the  i*iver  will  fill  an 
urgent  need  in  future  developments  in  this  region. 

Second  only  to  the  Yukon  in  size,  the  Kuskokwim  is  visited  yearly 
by  but  two  or  three  small  steamers,  which  ascend  as  far  as  Bethel: 
but  the  recent  publication  of  charts  has  made  it  possible  safelr  and 
confidently  to  navigate  the  channel  through  the  vast  area  of  mud 
flats  which  lie  off  the  river's  mouth,  a  feat  formerly  extremely  hazard- 
ous and  requiring  sometimes  weeks  to  accomplish.  The  comparison 
of  present  with  previous  freight  rates  tells  the  story  of  puttmg  the 
Kuskokwim  on  the  commercial  map. 

[Previous  articles  on  the  Kuskokwim  River  work  were  published  in  Couuebcx 
Kepostb  for  Uorch  27,  April  7,  dud  April  23,  1915.] . 


WQRLD'S.PBpPffCTIQN.  QF.RAV  SIIK.,, 

[L'£coaOml8te  Buroptan,  Oct.  29.] 

The  world's  production  of  raw  silk  in  1914  is  estimated  at  21,870 
metric  tons,  as  compared  with  27,720  tons  in  1913.  The  following 
table  shows  the  raw-silk  production  of  different  sections  of  the 
world  in  five-year  averages  from  1871  to  1910  and  for  the  years  1911 
to  1914: 


YMTf. 


I87I-1S75 . 

1881  IttSS. 
lESft-l<9D. 

uai-i>%. 
if<9&-ieoo. 

1901-lWO. 

im-uio. 

1011  

1BI3  

1913  

in4  


UetrktoTU. 
3,676 
3,473 
3,630 
4,340 
6,S18 
6,230 
5,312 

5,m 

4,330 
4,982 
4,245 
4,860 


Levaat 


Mtnic  toni. 
676 
639 
TOO 
73S 
1,107 
1,5^2 
2,304 
2,815 
2,960 
2,233 
2,315 
1,6&S 


Extreme 

Orient. 


lietrle  tonf. 
5,1M 
5,740 
5,108 
6,622 
8,670 
10,281 
11,476 
14,008 
17,280 
10,700 
20,760 
U,4S9 


TolaL 


Metric  tont. 
0,640 
8,854 
0,43S 
11,600 
15,305 
17,r53 
10,003 
23,183 
24,570 
26,015 
27,320 
21,670 


These  totals  do  not  include  silk  both  produced  and  manufactured 
in  the  countries  of  the  extreme  Orient. 

A  $250,000  palatial  hotel,  now  building  at  Victoria  Falls,  in  Africa, 
is  to  be  opened  next  year,  being  leased  to  the  Rhodesia  Bailways 
(Ltd.). 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


788 


OOMMBBOB  BBP0B3S. 


cocrr  OF  ntoDucnov  of  xnsLnr  mniEBWSAx. 

The  manufacture  of  women's  muslin  underwear  in  the  United 
States  has  reached  a  total  annual  production  of  $30,000,000  to 
$40,000,000,  with  an  aggregate  investment  of  $15,000,000,  and  the  in- 
dustry has  practically  no  foreign  competition.  The  successive  stages 
in  tJie  making  and  marketing  of  this  class  of  clothing  are  explained 
in  a  report  ji^  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce on  tiie  cost  of  production  of  women's  muslin  underwear. 

Field  agents  of  the  Bureau  obtained  the  information  that  has  heen 
collected  from  65  establishments  located  in  nine  States.  Some  of  the 
plants  were  large  and  some  small,  but  all  are  declared  to  have  been 
fairly  representative  of  the  industry.  Their  aggregate  sales  during 
their  last  business  period,  usually  one  year,  amounted  to  $14,619,518, 
so  that  a  good  proportion  of  the  total  output  was  represented.  Tha 
work  was  iKgun  in  January,  1914,  and  the  Bureau  was  aided  by  tho 
owners  of  the  plants  selected,  as  well  as  by  the  association  known  as 
the  Cotton  Garment  Manufacturers  of  New  York,  the  manager  of 
which  sent  to  all  its  members  a  circular  letter  expressing  his  approval 
of  the  Bureau's  plans  and  urging  their  cooperation. 

An  important  fact  which  is  brought  out  m  the  report  now  published 
is  that  a  manufacturer  can  do  business  on  very  little  capital  and  that 
many  factories  which  started  with  very  small  capital  have  developed 
into  large  enterprises.  The  net  sales  of  the  establishments  visited 
ranged  from  less  than  $30,000  to  more  than  $1,000,000  during  the  last 
business  periods.  The  total  net  sales  -of  43  concerns  in  "New  York 
City  were  $0,pl,66?,,an  average  of  $217,015  per  establishment;  the 
total  net  sales  of  22  concerns  elsewhere  were  $5,287,856,  an  average 
of  $240,357  per  establishment.  It  is  estimated  .that, the  entire  number 
of  establishments  in  this  industry  iri'l913%as  400j  arid  more  than  one- 
half  were  located  in  New  York  City.   Other  States  from  whidi.  re- 

garts  were  received  are  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey, 
ennsylvania,  Maryland,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Wisccmsin. 
The  bureau  finds  that  practically  all  of  the  women's  muslin  under- 
wear made  in  this  country  is  trimmed  more  or  less  with  lace  and  em- 
broidery, and  the  average  cost  of  the  trimming  is  about  55  per  centi 
of  the  total  cost  of  the  materials  used.  The  present  rate  of  duty  on 
women's  muslin  underwear  made  of  cotton  and  trimmed  with  lace 
or  embroidery  is  60  per  cent  ad  valorem,  which  is  the  highest  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  in  the  <»>tton  schedule,  and  which  differs  but 
slightly  from  the  rates  under  the  tariff  act  of  1909.  The  same  rate 
of  duty  is  placed  upon  all  cotton  laces  and  embroideries.  Manufac- 
turers estimate  tliat  of  the  trimmings  used  in  the  making  of  muslin 
underwear  from  25  to  40  per  cent  of  the  lace  and  from  5  to  15  per 
cent  of  the  embroidery  are  of  domestic  manufacture.  During  recent 
years  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  quantity  and  improve- 
ment in  the  quality  of  both  the  lace  and  the  embroidery  made  in  the 
United  States. 

The  capital  employed  in  business  at  tlie  b^inning  of  the  year  by 
the  65  establishments  fi'om  which  reports  were  received  amounted 

to  $4,150,357,  or  an  average  per  establishment  of  $63,852.  Of  the  65 
establishments,  59  earned  profits  and  6  had  losses  on  their  year's 
business.  Thirty-four  earned  a  manufacturing  profit  of  more  than 
20  per  cent  on  the  capital  employed  in  the  business,  one  concern  earn- 
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ing  fully  100  per  cent.  The  average  manufacturing  profit  of  all  the 
companies  on  the  capital  employed  in  the  business  was  21.01  per 
cent. 

The  average  manufacturing  profit  of  all  the  establidiments  on  the 
net  sales  was  6.78  per  cent.  Eleven  of  the  concerns  earned  a  manu- 
'facturing  profit  of  more  than  10  per  cent  and  37  a  manufacturing 
profit  of  more  than  5  per  cent  on  net  sales;  the  highest  being  15.24 
per  cent.  The  great  difference  between  the  profit  oased  on  capital 
and  that  based  on  net  sales  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  this  industry 
there  is  an  average  annual  turnover  of  about  3^  times  the  capital 
employed. 

This  publication,  Miscellaneous  Series  No.  29,  is  the  first  of  a  series 
of  reports  on  the  cost  of  production  in  the  clothing  industry  to  be 
issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  The 
other  reports  which  will  follow  relate  to  hosiery,  knit  underwear, 
shirts  and  collars,  and  men's  ready-made  clothing.  A  report  on  pot- 
tery has  already  been  issued,  and  reports  on  the  cost  of  production 
of  textile  machinery  and  cane  sugar  are  in  course  of  preparation. 
Copies  of  the  report  described  may  be  procured  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau,  at  20  cents  each. 

JAFAHESE  GOLD  HOLSINaS  STEADILY  INCSEASE. 

[Bxtnuit  from  Japao  limes,  Oct.  21,  fomarded  by  Consul  GetienU  George  H.  Bddmore, 

Yokohama.] 

The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  liner  Kamakura  lifaru,  which  arrived  at 
Kobe  yesterday  from  Ldndon,  has  brought  £250,000  sterling 
($1,216,025)  from  India,  to  the  account  of  the  Bank  of  Japan.  This 
is  the  second  shipment  of  ggld  from  India,  and  wiU.jbe  closely  .fol- 
lowed by  others. 

Gold  holdings  of  the  country  have  steadily  increased,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  estimate  taken  on  the  15th  instant,  the  hoards  kept  abroad 
amount  to  313,000,000  yen  ($155,874,000)  and  the  metal  kept  at  home 
to  $56,274,000.  The  whole  amount,  it  is  estimated,  will  attain 
$263,940,000  by  the  end  of  the  present  year,  as  Japan  is  entitled  to 
a  big  payment  for  exports  to  her  credit  for  the  latter  months  of  the 
year,  while  her  liabilities  to  be  paid  in  the  same  period  are  valued  at 
$2,689,200  for  November  and  at  $2,091,600  for  December,  as  interest 
on  Government  bonds. 

ITie  prime  cause  for  this  inflation  of  Japan's  gold  holdings  may  be 
found  in  the  steady  expansion  in  the  export  trade,  but  there  are  also 
other  important  causes  contributing  greatly  to  the  accumulation  of 
hoards.  The  receipts  of  shipping  companies,  for  instance,  have 
greatly  increased  lately  on  account  of  the  unheard-of  prosperity. 
According  to  the  latest  reliable  investigations,  the  net  takings  of 
Japanese  shipping  companies  for  the  past  half  year  are  estimated  at 
$49,800,000  in  round  figures,  of  which  something  like  $24,900,000  is 
due  from  overseas.  Another  factor  which  is  by  no  means  negligible 
is  remittances  from  Jiipnnese  abroad,  estimated  at  considerably  more 
than  $©,960,000  already  this  year. 

Even  if  all  obligations  are  duly  paid,  Japan  can  get  at  least  150,- 
000,000  yen  ($74,700,000)  more  of  gold  by  the  end  of  the  present 
year,  and  easily  pay  off  all  loans  maturing  in  the  near  future  out  of 
the  gold  accumulated,  without  suffering  tlie  least  on  that  account. 
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A  bulletin  soon  to  be  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureati  of  t3ie 
Census  will  ^ow,  for  the  American  crop  of  1914,  a  production  of 
15,905,840  running  bales  of  cotton,  counting  round  as  halt  bales 
(equivalent  to  16,134,930  bales  of  500  pounds  eadi,  gross  weight), 
■worth  $591,130,000,  and  of  7,186,000  tons  of  cotton,  seed,  worth  $128,- 
950,000;  and  for  the  "cotton  year"  ended  July  31,  1915,  *  consump- 
tion of  5,597,362  bales  (exclusive  of  linters),  exports  of  8,322,688 
bales,  net  imports  of  363,595  bales,  a  supply  on  hand  at  the  begiimii^ 
«f  the  year  of  1,365,864  bales  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  3,936,104 
bales,  and  cotton  spindles  active  at  some  time  during  the  year  to  th» 
number  of  31,964435.  The  production  of  linters  from  the  crop  of 
1914  was  832,401  running  bales;  the  quantity  consumed  during  the 
year,  411,845  bales ;  and  the  quantity  exported,  221,875  bales.  For  the 
•entire  world  the  production  of  lint  ocrtton  destined  for  factory  use 
■was  24,764,000  and  the  mill  consunnition  19,761,000  net  500-pound 
bales.  The  production  both  in  tlie  United  States  and  in  the  wotM 
w*s  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  industry. 

Texas  alone  produced  4,592,112  equivalent  500-pound  bales,  or  more 
than  OTie-fourth  of  the  total  American  crop  of  1914;  while  seven 
States — ^Texas,  Georgia,  Alabama,  South  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Arkansas,  each  with  an  output  of  more  than  1,000,000 
bales — together  jpi^u<%d  seven-«ighths  of  the  crop. 

1%e  doser  d^inting  of  cotton  seed  is  strikingly  snows  by  tiw  fiffores 
for  linter  production.  Between  1899  and  1914  the  output  of  this 
product  increased  from  114,544  bales  to  856,900  bales,  or  by  nearly 
650  per  cent.  Many  mills  now  obtain' Over  100  pounds  o^  linters  per 
ton  of  seed  treated,  or  more  than  double  the  yield  of  a  few  years  ago. 

Texas  Heads  In  Oreaf  Increase  f  or  TThxee-^nuieTs  of  a  Ceotaiy? 

During  the  three-quarters  of  a  century  from  1839  to  1914  the  pro- 
duction of  cotton  in  the  United  States  increased  from  2,063,915  to 
15,905,840  running  bales,  or  by  671  per  cent.  The  greatest  increasBt 
hoth  alsoUitely  and  {)roportionally,  shown  by  any  State  is  that  for 
Texas,  whose  production  in  1914,  4,390,200  running  bales,  was  nearly 
75  times  as  great  as  its  crop  of  1849  (the  earUeat  year  for  whi^ 
census  statistics  for  titiat  State  axe  arailaUe),  which  was  58,07& 
bales. 

The  average  price  obtained  by  the  growers  for  the  1914  cotton  crop 
was  7-33  cents  per  pound — more  than  6^  oents  less  than  in  1910  and 
more  tlian  5  cents  less  than  in  1913.  The  averages  for  the  last  five 
^a-ops  were;  1910, 13.95  cents;  1911,  9.56  cents ;  1912, 11.48  cents;  1913, 
12-48  cents;  and  1914,  7,33  cents.  The  average  price  obtained  by  tite 
growers  for  cotton  seed  from  the  crop  of  1914  was  $17.90  per  ton — 
nearly  $8  less  than  in  1910  and  $4.50  less  than  in  1913.  The  prices 
for  the  five  crops  were:  1910,  $25.80;  1911,  $17.10;  1912,  $19.20;  191S, 
$22.40;  and  1914, $17.90. 

Although  the  crop  of  1914  -was  tlie  largest  ever  grown,  exceedii^ 
that  of  the  preceding  year  bj  nearly  2,000,000  bales,  its  total  value — 
cotton  and  cotton  seed  combined — was  estimated  at  only  $720,080,000, 
equal  to  about  seven-tentlis  of  the  value  of  the  1913  crop,  which  was 
over  a  billion  dollars.  About  18  per  cent  of  the  total  value  <rf  the 
1914  crop  was  contributed  by  cotton  seed. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  cotton  year,  which  ended  July  31, 1915,  the 
supply  of  cotton  and  linters  on  hand  in  the  United  States  ;was  1,677.448 
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rmining  bal^  (counting  round  as  half  bales),  of  which  amount 

989,980  bales  were  held  in  consuming  establishments;  and  during  the 
year  the  ginnings  were  16,738,241  running  bales  and  the  net  imports 
were  363,595  equivalent  500-pound  bales.  During  the  year  the  Ameri- 
can mill  consumption  of  cotton  and  Hnters  amounted  to  6,009,207 
bales  and  the  exports  to  8,544,503  bales ;  and  there  remained  on  hand 
at  the  end  of  the  year  a  total  of  4,364,890  bales. 
Growing  Amount  Consnmetl  by  American  Mills. 

The  amount  consumed  by  American  mills  was  greater  than  in  any 
preceding  year,  but  the  exports  fell  off  somewhat  in  quantity  and  very 
much  in  value  as  compared  with  1914.  The  value  of  cotton  and 
linters  exported  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  was 
$376,217,972,  whereas  in  the  preceding  year  the  value  of  such  exports 
had  amounted  to  $610,475,301.  Exports  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
increased  from  3,581,601  bales  of  500  pounds  each  during  the  fiscal 
year  1914  to  8,919,749  bales  in  1915 ;  to  Italy,  from  537,357  to  1,127,400 
bales;  to  Holland,  from  35,053  to  544,035;  to  Spain,  from  297,339  to 
464,504;  to  Japan,  from  353,440  to  428,806;  and  to  Canada,  from 
150,993  to  182,790.  On  the  other  hand,  the  exports  to  Germany 
dropped  from  2,884,324  to  294,194;  to  France,  from  1.139,399  to 
692,699 ;  to  Belgium,  from  227,474  to  5,057 ;  to  Austria-Hungary,  from 
106,611  to  455;  and  to  Russia,  from  99,076  to  82,125.  Exports  to 
European  countries  other  than  those  just  named  increased  during  the 
year  from  63,725  to  898,096  bales. 

The  small  amount  of  cotton  imported  into  this  country  is  prin- 
cipally Egyptian,  which  is  used  for  mercerizing  and  in  the  manu- 
facture of  thread,  knit  goods,  and  lace. 

During  the  three-quarter-century  period  from  1840  to  1915  the  con- 
sumption of  cotton  in  the  United  States  increased  from  236,^25  to 
6,009,207  bales,  or  about  twenty-fivefold.  The  greatest 'cotton-manu- 
facturing State  is  Massachusetts,  which  consumed  1,282,937  bales  dur- 
ing the  year;  North  Carolina,  with  a  consumption  of  910,154  bales, 
stood  second;  South  Carolina,  with  811,664  bales,  third;  and  Georgia, 
with  659,853  bales,  fourth. 

DeTelopment  of  Cotton  Manufacture  In  Southern  States, 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  in  the  South  had  been  carried  on  for 
many  years,  but  only  in  a  small  way  prior  to  the  decade  1870-1880, 
when  the  industry  in  that  section  began  to  grow  rapidly.  During 
that  decade  and  in  each  of  the  two  suc<^eding  ones  the  consumption  ox 
cotton  in  these  States  nearly  trebled,  and  during  the  past  15  years  it 
has  more  than  doubled.  During  the  quarter  century  from  1890  to 
1915  the  consumption  in  the  cotton-growing  States  increased  by 
nearly  500  per  cent,  while  the  increase  in  the  New  England  States 
was  only  46  per  cent  and  that  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole  was  less 
than  14^  per  cent.  Since  1912  the  annual  consumption  in  the  cotton- 
growing  States  has  amounted  to  more  than  one-half  of  the  total  for 
3ie  United  States,  and  in  1915  these  States  consumed  3,026,969  bales 
(exclusive  of  linters),  compared  with  2,570,393  bales  manufactured 
in  all  other  States.  During  the  five-year  period  1911-1916  the  con- 
sumption in  Georgia  increased  by  38.9  per  cent,  in  South  Carolina  by 
32.1  per  cent,  and  in  North  Carolina  by  31.4  per  cent.  The  greatest 
actual  increase  was  that  rei)orted  for  North  Carolina,  217,695  bales, 

AltiioHgh  the  bulk  of  the  world's  cotton  crop  is  produced  in  the 
United  States,  a  considerable  quantity  is  grown  in  other  parts  of  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


792 


COHMBBCE  BEPOBTB. 


vorld.  In  all  about  9^00,000  bales  of  cotton  destined  for  mill  oon< 
sumption  were  raised  in  India,  Egypt,  China,  Bussia,  and  other  coun- 
tries. The  production  in  the  four  countries  named  amounted  to  over 
8,000,000  bales,  or  about  seven-eighths  of  the  total  production  out- 
side of  the  United  States.  The  production  of  commercial  cotton  of 
India  alone  in  1914  is  estimated  at  3,826,000  bales.   Other  countries 

Sroducing  more  than  100,000  bales  in  1914  were  Brazil,  Persia, 
[exico,  Turkey,  and  Peru  in  the  order  in  which  named,  and  about 
325,000  bales  were  produced  in  still  other  countries. 

The  increase  in  the  use  of  cotttm  throughout  the  woi'ld  during  the 
past  century  is  strikingly  shown  by  a  comparison  of  the  figures  for 
1811  with  those  for  the  cotton  year  1913-14,  the  latest  in  which  normal 
conditions  have  prevailed  in  the  industry.  In  the  earlier  year  the 
world's  production  was  estimated  at  about  1,100,000  bales,  whereas 
in  the  later  the  total  consumption  by  cotton  mills  was  moi-e  than 
21,000,000  bales.  In  the  past  15  years  alone  the  increase  has  beai 
about  40  per  cent. 


NEW  GLASS  FACTOBT  IN  JAPAN. 

[Bxtract  from  Japen  Hall  of  Oct.  16  by  Consul  General  George  n.  Scldmore,  TolEohamt.] 

At  Tsurumi,  midway  between  Tokyo  and  Yokohama,  a  big  glass 
factory  is  being  built  by  the  Asahi  Glass  Co.,  which  already  has  two 
big  mills  at  Amagasaki  and  Tobata,  these  being  in  full  operation  to 
meet  an  ever-increasing  demand  from  at  home  and  abroad.  The  new 
null,  which  is  planned  to  turn  over  a  big  amount  of  slieet  glass,  will 
be  completed  by  the  early  part  of  next  year,  if  work  progresses  nor- 
mally. 

The  company,  which  is  almost  the  sole  supplier  of  the  goods,  not 
only  in  Japan  but  in  the  East,  is  quite  justified  in  taking  this  step 
to  increase  its  plant,  for  all  markets  in  the  East  now  turn  to  this  com- 
pany for  the  supply  of  the  goods  which  they  can  not  get  from  either 
America,  which  is  too  engrossed  in  the  turn-over  of  Europe-bomid 
goods,  or  from  Belgium. 

China,  the  Dutch  Indies,  Manchuria,  Australia,  British  India,  and 
other  Eastern  countries,  which  began  to  buy  the  goods  from  Japan 
soon  after  the  war  stopped  the  supply  of  goods  from  Europe,  still  con- 
tinue to  send  fresh  orders.  The  intensity  of  demand  from  overseas  is 
well  reflected  in  the  increasing  shipment  of  the  goods  at  Moji.  Every 
liner  which  touches  at  the  port  takes  several  hundred  boxes  of  sheet 
glass  intended  for  those  Eastern  markets. 

In  the  domestic  market,  where  the  season  for  the  greatest  demand 
has  iust  set  in,  after  a  depression  of  long  dm-ation,  the  usual  activity 
of  uie  season  is  enhanced  by  a  large  demand  from  war-goods  fac- 
tories which  are  enlarging  their  plants.  Orders  from  the  Hok- 
kaido are  also  increasing  at  the  approach  of  the  winter  season  there. 

Prices  are  on  the  upgrade,  even  if  no  artificial  measures  be  taken, 
but  wholesalers  recently  onnounced  that  prices  would  be  raised. 
Their  decision  has,  however,  placed  them  in  an  awkward  position, 
since  they  nnist  suffer  from  a  reaction  when  tlie  goods  are  supplied 
by  the  Asahi  Glass  Co.  more  liberally  than  now,  as  foreign  demand 
Slackens.   Accordingly  the  market  is  now  beset  with  disorder. 

With  the  completion  of  the  new  mill  the  company's  output  will 
be  increased  to  more  than  600,000  tons. 
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07FICIAI  VimSKS  FOB  XEBCHAFT  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  nnmbers  and  signal  letters 
awarded  to  merchant  sail  and  steam  screw  vessels  by  the  Bureau  cA 
Navigation^  Department  of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended 
November  20,  1915: 


Name. 


Q<iia«n  Oftte*. . . 
BtoMBiiemn: 

Amamnla  e  

Edm*  

Paclfie  


Offlefaa 

num- 


bmrro 


signal 
tettflr?. 


LFOV 


«2!37B2  'LFQR 


LFQG 
LFQ3 


0213743 
2l3^m 


TozmngA. 


Gross.  N«t. 


^340 

2,190 

1.783 
S,034 


2,173 
1,327 


1,135 
4,380 


bout. 


1S83 


1903 
1915 


Wtersbnat. 


N<rwca'itle  -  on  -  Tjne, 
England. 

Bergen,  Nemr  

San  Fnneiseo,  Cal.... 


Horns  pert 


Ssn  Francisoa 

New  York. 

SftD  FnoolBOOL 
Da 


a  Pvmrir  BrtUah  ship  Q  olden  Ost«^ 

i>  Forejgn-Dunt  vesstd  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of  Aog.  18, 19U. 
c  Fomuriy  BraxlUui  sleamshlp  Amuojla. 
Fonoerly  Uuloaa  steunshlp  IfoutUo. 

The  total  number  of  foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American 
registry  xmder  the  act  of  August  IS,  1914,  since  June  30,  1915,  was 
22,  of  56,996  gross  tons. 

PUBS  OF  mebcahthe  babk  op  the  ahebicas. 

The  Mercantile  Bank  of  the  Americas,  the  organization  of  which 
in  New  York  was  mentioned  in  Commerce  IJepohts  for  October  5, 
1915,  is  not  establishing  its  own  branches  in  Central  and  South 
America,  but  is  making  cpm^ction?  with  existing  concerns  in  those 
countries.  Commennal  A^&tt  Porter,  in  charge  of  t^e  New  York 
oflSce  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  has  received 
from  the  officials  of  the  bank  the  information  that  the  field  for  the 
extension  of  its  services  lies  in  Central  America  and  the  northern 
Beroublics  of  South  America. 

■  The  Mercantile  Bank  of  the  Americas  has  made  connections  with 
banking,  institutions  or  bankers  in  Nicaragua,  Venezuela,  Costa  Kica, 
uhL  Honduras.  The  general  manager  will  leave  New  York  shortiy 
to  taka  an  extended  tnp  tlirough  C^tral  and  South  America,  with  a 
■nem  to  ^xnfying  conditions  and  furthering  the  business  of  the  bank. 

ACCELEBATOB  FOB  HABBEBIira  CONCBETE. 

Experiments  have  been  made  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Standards  to  develop  a  method  for  accelerating  the  hardening  of 
concrete,  in  order  that  the  material  might  be  used  in  revetment  work 
in  place  of  the  willow  mats  that  have  been  used  in  the  past  along 
the  Mississippi  River.  The  Bureau  finds  that  4  per  cent  of  calcium 
chloride  added  to  the  mixing  water  increases  the  strength  of  the  con- 
crete nt  the  age  of  one  day  100  per  cent  or  more.  In  some  cases  the 
strength  of  the  concrete  in  which  the  calcium  chloride  was  used  at 
the  age  of  two  days  efjualed  75  per  cent  or  more  of  the  strength  nor^ 
mally  attained  in  one  month. 

Tlie  Bureau  of  Standards  believes  that  the  findings  of  this  investi- 
gation wiU  be  of  appreciable  value  in  concrete  construction. 
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BUSSIAir  WOOD-PULP  AXD  PAPER  SITUATIOH. 

■ 

[CoDtnil  Oeneral  John  H.  Snodgr&sB,  Moscow.] 

The  wood-pulp  industry  has  not  yet  sufficiently  developed  in  Rus- 
sia, but  its  prospects  are  bright,  in  view  of  the  abundance  of  raw 
material  supplied  by  the  immense  forest  area  in  Kussia  and  of  the 
growing  demand  for  paper  both  in  Bussia  and  in  foreign  countries. 
The  chief  material  for  the  manufacture  of  paper  is.  yfpjod  pulp, 
treated  mechanically  or  chemically. 

The  use  of  rags  as  a  raw  material  is  rapidly  diminishing;  they  are 
still  used  for  the  manufacture  of  the  best  grades  of  paper  in  otlier 
countries,  but  in  Kussia  rags  are  also  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
medium  grades,  and  the  lack  of  this  raw  material  is  often  the  reason 
for  the  closing  of  paper  mills.  Eussia,  however,  has  sufficient  timber, 
and  there  are  larger  forests  of  pine  and. aspen  in  Bussia  than  in  any 
other  country  on  the  globe.  At  the  same  time  there  are  many  decidu- 
ous trees  in  Kussia  which  are  little  used  for  construction,  purpose?, 
and  can  therefore  be  profitably  utilized  for  making  wood  pulp. 
There  are  also  many  wind-fallen  trees  in  the  dense  forests  hindering 
normal  growth.  It  is  stated  that  waste  material  at  the  wood  mills 
would  ako  be  available  for  this  purpose. 

All  these  materials,  which  could  easily  replace  rags,  the  supply  of. 
which  does  not  meet  the  demand,  are  little  utilized  in  Kussia.  There- 
fore the  paper  industry  in  Kussia  is  growing  slowly  and  the  imports 
of  paper  are  increasing  each  year. 

Imports  of  Paper  Palp. 

There  is  a  general  shortage  of  i>aper  pulp,  which  is  imported  in 
increasing  quantities.  The  following  table  i^ows  the  imports  into 
Kussia  or  chemical,  and  medhanical  wc^od  pulp  in  1913  and  1914  and 
the  principal  sources  of  supply: 


Countries  ol  origin. 

Chemlool  ptdp. 

Heebanfeal  palp. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1911 

Total  

Ton*. 
4.0S7 
2,948 

1,816 

ValUf. 

im.sfio 

138.035 
77.716 

Tons. 
13.0:0 
(») 
2,140 

Vnlw. 
Ifi33.000 

103,000 

Tont. 
16  032 
3.136 
1.39S 

Vtlw. 
ISIS  000 
87.945 
16,879 

Ton*. 

13.390 
(») 
2,620 

8,819 

377,331 

IS,  160 

630,000 

30,560 

749,821 

•  Not  available. 


The  figures  for  1913  include  the  imports  over  all  frontiers,  but  only 
about  IJ  tons  of  mechanical  wood  pulp,  valued  at  $42,  and  15|  tons 
of  chemical  wood  pulp,  valued  at  $663,  were  imported  over  the  Asiatic 
frontier  in  that  year;  the  fibres  for  1914  refer  to  the  European 
frontier  only.  The  figures  given  for  chemical  pulp  in  both  years 
include  a  ^all  amount  of  pulps  from  rags,  straw,  peat,  etc. 

Pr<^iietiott  of  Wood  Pnip  in  Bnisla, 

The  Russian  wood-pulp  industry  is  steadily  Rowing,  however,  as  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  figures:  Mechanical  wood  pulp,  20,592 
tons  in  1900,  41,040  tons  in  1908,  49,608  tons  in  1912 ;  wood  card- 
board, 12,708  tons  in  1900,  22,950  tons  in  1908,  and  31,070  tons  in 
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1912;  chemical  wood  pulp,  28,922  tons  in  1900,  119,092  tons  in  1908, 
and  170,082  tons  in  1912.  In  ctunparison  with  1900  the  manufacture 
in  Russia  of  mechanical  wood  pulp  and  wood  cardboard  has  grown 
two  and  a  half  times  and  that  of  chemical  wood  pulp  almost  sixfold. 
Hie  quantity  of  diemical  wood  pulp  manufactumi  is  increasing 
steadily. 

For  the  last  few  years  an  increase  of  capital  inv  ested  in  this  in- 
dustry is  noticeable,  but  on  the  whole  the  output  of  the  half  product 
in  Russia  is  limited  in  comparison  with  the  production  of  other  coxm- 
tries  of  far  smaller  forest  areas.  For  instance,  the  United  States 
produces  2,700,000  tons  of  mechanical  and  chemical  wood  pulp  per 
annum,  Sweden  produces  not  less  than  900,000  tons  of  chemical  wood 
pulp,  and  Germany,  with  a  forest  area  of  34,970,000  acres,  about 
9,000,000  tons  of  mechanical  and  chemical  wood  pulp. 

The  greater  part  of  the  production  of  these  countries  is  used  by 
the  local  mills  for  making  paper.  Russia,  as  has  been  noted,  pro- 
duces only  dSO,000  to  250,000  tons  of  mechanical  and  chemical  wood 
pulp,  whereas  the  requirements  for  paper,  in  connection  with  the 
expected  development  of  trade  in  Russia  and  the  introduction  of 
compulsory  education,  will  necessarily  increase  to  a  crent  extent.  In 
the  consumption  of  paper  Russia  stands  behind  I^gland,  France, 
Sweden,  Spain,  and  Portu^aL  Statistics  show  that  in  1906  the  con- 
sumption of  paper  per  individual  in  Russia  was  5  pounds,  in  Eng- 
land 50  pounds.  At  an  increase  to  10  pounds  per  individual  in  Rus- 
sia (allowing  for  a  present  consumption  of  7  pounds  per  individual), 
the  demand  for  paper  will  increase  from  216,000  to  252,000  tons,  and 
tiiere  will  be  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  demand  for  wood  pulp. 
Wood-fBlp  and  Paper  Situation  In  Torelfftt  Conntrlei. 

The  extensive  <!6iisumptio«- of  paper  in- England,  France,  and  Bel- 
gium is  causing  in  these  countries  a  great  need  for  wood  pulp.  Thus 
the  demand  of  the  world's  market  is  growing  each  year;  from  2,160,- 
000  tons  in  1911  it  grew  to  2,700,000  tons  m  1912,  the  imports  of 
wood  pulp  in  several  countries  being  distributed  as  follows:  Belgium, 
160,000  short  tons;  Great  Britain,  1,035,000  short  tons;  Italy,  102,000 
short  tons;  United  States,  605,000  short  tons;  and  France,  460,000 
short  topfe.' 

These  countries,  as  well  as  many  others,  are  continually  increasing 
tHelr  demand  for  half  products.  The  requirements  of  wood  pulp  are 
irfcteflsiiig'in  the  United  States,  but  Great  Britain  is  the  greatest  im- 
porter of  wood  pulp,  and  continues  to  develop  its  paper  industry  in 
connection  with  the  growing  demand  for  paper  and  paper  products 
both  in  England  and  in  other  countries. 

Sweden  exports  up  to  950,000  tons  of  wood  pulp  per  annum,  and 
Norway  825,000  tons.  As  regards  half  products  and  products,  Ger- 
many occupies  first  place,  having  exported  in  1912,  400,000  tons  of 
paper,  cardboard,  and  paper  goods. 

In  connection  with  the  growth  of  the  demand  for  raw  material, 
Germany  had  commenced  even  to  change  its  forestry  systems  by  re- 
ducing the  cutting  of  trees.  Germany,  nevertheless,  has  not  sufficient 
raw  material,  and  for  the  last  few  years  hos  been  importing  30  per 
cent  of  the  chemical  wood  pulp  i-eqnired  by  German  paper  mills. 
Sevfflity-five  per  cent  of  this,  valued  at  millions  of  dollars,  was  ex- 
^ported  to  Germany  by  Russia.  Russia  exports  a  comparatively  small 
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quantity  of  wood  pulp.  In  1913  the  exports  of  this  article  were 
valued  at  $^3,000,  and  of  paper  at  $149,000. 

The  statistics  published  in  1914  in  Germany  show  that  the  paper- 
mill  production,  if  normally  carried  on,  proves  very  profitable,  which 
was  illustrated  by  the  10,  15,  and  20  per  cent  dividends  paid  by  the 
mills  in  1913  and  by  the  growing  number  of  paper  mills  in  Germany, 
notwithstanding  the  surplus  of  paper  stocks  noted  in  recent  years. 

Outlook  for  Ensslan  Wood-Pulp  and  Paper  Industries. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  raw  material  hitherto  exported  from 
Russia  to  Germany  could  be  utilized  in  Kussia  for  the  production  of 
wood  pulp,  cardboard,  and  paper,  the  demand  for  which  is  growing 
both  in  Russia  and  abroad,  lliere  are  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  development  of  this  industry.  For  the  development  of  the  cKem- 
ical  wood-pulp  industry  considerable  capital  is  necessary,  as  well  as 
a  guaranteed  supply  of  raw  material  for  some  length  of  time,  and 
trained  workmen.  More  technical  knowledge  in  tlie  production  is 
also  necessary ;  tills  would  facilitate  the  utilization  of  waste  material 
and  make  the  product  cheaper. 


BOILAB  LETTBBS  OF  CBEBIT  IN  BUSSU. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  Pctrograd,  Sept.  21.] 

A  prominent  American  traveler  now  in  Petrograd  took  with  him 
from  New  York  a  letter  of  credit  made  out  in  terms  of  American 
dollars  and  another  letter  of  credit  made  out  in  terms  of  English 
pounds  sterling.  Qn  his  way  here  he  .  had  occasion,  to  draw  money 
in  the  Netherlands,  Germany,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  and  found  that 
to  local  banks  in  these  countries  the  dollar  letter  of  credit  was  accept- 
able, as  also  to  the  banlcs  in  .Petrograd.  ,  The  letter  of  credit  in  pounds 
sterling  was  taken  along  chiefly  as  a  precaution  in  case. of  any  diffi- 
culty over  the  dollar  letter  of  credit,  but  in  all  the  countries  visited 
en  route  it  proved  an  unnecessary  precaution. 

In  Petrograd  the  value  of  the  American  dollar  in  Russian  rubles 
is  quoted  daily  at  the  banks,  the  same  as  the  English  pound  sterling. 
An  American  drawing  money  on  his  dollar  letter  of  credit  can  know 
exactly  what  it  is  costing  him  for  exchange  and  how  mtich  may 'be 
charged  up  to  his  bank  account  in  America  against  drafts  arrivin^^ 
If,  however,  he  draws  money  on  a  letter  of  credit  in  pouncte  st^rKhg, 
he  can  not  figure  exactly  what  the  exchange  amounts  to  hittil  he'^ilii 
^t  information  as  to  the  exact  value  of  the  English  pound  sterling 
m  New  York  when  his  draft  reaches  there  via  London.  Apparently 
the  cost  of  exchange,  at  least  in  Petrograd,  is  approximately  the 
same,  whether  the  drafts  are  drawn  directly  on  New  York  or  nego- 
tiated through  London,  but  in  the  former  case  there  is  a  decided 
advantage  in  being  able  immediately  to  enter  up  in  one's  private 
account  the  exact  amount  of  exchange,  whereas  in  the  second  case  one 
may  have  to  wait  for  some  lime  to  get  the  information  exactly. 

In  consequence  of  the  greatly  increased  importance  of  New  York 
City  as  a  world  financial  center,  since  the  present  war  started,  banks 
in  foreign  countries  have  had  an  increased  disposition  to  arrange 
for  direct  financial  operations  with  New  York  instead  of  using  Lon- 
don as  an  intermediary.  Moreover,  at  present  the  value  of  the  ruble 
in  American  dollars  is  perhaps  even  more  closely  studied  ^an  tiie 
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Talue  in  pounds  staling,  exchange  with  New  Torfc  being  an  all- 
important  factor  in  the  financial  situation  here,  especially  as  Rus- 
sian exports  to  the  United  States  have  of  late  been  insignificant  in 
comparison  with  the  value  of  tlie  imports.  It  would  seem  decidedly 
advantageous  to  American  financial  interests  and  would  materiallj 
assist  travelers  if  the  practice  of  issuing  dollar  letters  of  cr^it  could 
be  adopted  generally  by  the  bankers  of  the  United  Stat^  so  diat  all 
foreign  banKs  might  bcconie  accustomed  to  them  and  never  fail  to 
accept  them. 

STntvelers'  Cliecks  and  letten  of  Credit  CmajfunA. 

Travelers'  checks,  which  appear  to  have  hem  increasingly  used 
in  recent  years  in  the  United  States,  have,  like  the  dollar  letter 
of  credit,  the  advantage  of  being  issued  in  terms  of  American 
currency.  Since  the  war  started,  however,  such  checks  have  some- 
times be^  cashed  at  a  considerable  discount  in  Russia,  owing  to  the 
de(^e  in  the  exchange  value  of  the  ruble.  A  considerable  distui- 
Vft^ge,  faowevw,  has  occurred  in  <»^ing  such  checks  {since  the  war 
started)  in  Russia,  where  there  has  been  a  serious  depronation  of 
the  curreiu^.  A  travelers'  check  has  printed  on  it  a  fixed  value  for 
the  ruble  in  dollars  ($0,515  to  the  ruble),  and  the  traveler  when  he 
presents  the  check  may  have  denied  to  him  the  di^Terence  between  the 
value  of  the  ruble  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange  and  the  value  as 
printed  on  the  check. 

.  Some  of  the  local  banks  in  Russia  have  been  inclined  to  be  fair  to 
holders  of  these  checks  and  give  them  in  rubles  the  true  equivalent 
of  the  value  in  dollars,  but  others  have  insisted  on  giving  them  only 
so  many  rubles  as  the  checks  would  seem  to  call  for,  whicb  at  lately 
prevaihng  rates  of  exchange  would  represent  a  loss  of  about  30  j)er 
cfeht.  In  the  <»se  bf  dollar  letters  of  credit,  boweVeY;  'the  Tiolder  of 
such  letter  of  credit  in  drawing  money  seems  able  always  to  draw 
at  the  ban^g  rate  of  exchange  prevailing  on  the  day  the  mcmey  is 
drawn. 


WORE  OS  SSA-HEB&IH0  FISHERIES  CGSCLWIED. 

„  sea-berring  fisheries  and  oceanography  of  the  Gulf  of  Maine 
i«9^v«d  the. attention  of  workers  on  the  Grampm,  which  on  October 
dp.Apiif^d!^  a  six  months'  cruise  alongthat  section  of  the  Atlantic 
60ast,\covenn£  upward  of  5,000  miles,  ^he  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries,  which  the  ship  represented,  reports  that  in  the  Gulf  of 
Maine  and  neighboring  waters  the  Orampw  occupied  73  oceano- 
graphic  stati<His,  and  took  about  60  samples  of  herring  (large  and 
small)  between  Lockport,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Nantucket,  Mass.  About 
12,000  herring  were  examined,  and  a  large  series  of  scale  samples 
secured. 

A  large  collection  of  data  was  obtained  relating  to  the  general  fish- 
eries of  the  region  covered,  in  addition  to  the  special  line  to  whidi  the 
party  was  assigned.  The  assistant  of  the  bureau  detailed  to  this 
work  has  returned  to  Washington  to  study  the  samples  secured. 


A  giant  Diesel  engine  at  the  San  Francisco  Exposition,  says  the 
managnnent,  bums  fuel  oil  at  a  cost  of  only  62  cents  an  hour  and 
(coduoeB  500  hor^power. 
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SEIXINa  HOTOB  VEHICLES  IN  CEJITUL  AMERICA. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

A  tour  of  the  countries  of  Central  America  by  a  motor-vehicle 
salesman  following  a  carefully  planned  itinerary  would  undoubtedly 
lead  to  the  establi^ment  of  a  good  trade,  though  laree  immediate  re- 
sults should  not  be  expected.  The  lack  of  goi^  roaos  will  be  found 
the  chief  obstacle  to  the  selling  of  motor  vehicles  in  th^e  countries. 
When  a  salesman  talks  cars,  he  necessarily  calls  attention  .to  the  need 
of  better  highways,  and  when  good  roads  are  finally  constructed,  there 
will  be  not  only  a  market  for  motor  vehicles,  but  the  most  important 
factor  in  tlie  general  development  of  the  country  will  have  been 
supplied. 

An  Itfnerary  from  Kew  Orleani  to  Fanama. 

Starting  from  New  Orleans,  the  salesman  would  put  in  first  at 
Belize,  British  Honduras,  then  catch  the  "  tramp  "  or  banana  boat  to 
Stann  Creek,  and  from  Stann  Creek  take  a  steamer  to-'LivingstoD, 
Guatemala,  which  is  the  port  of  entry  for  the  great  coffee- district  oi 
Alta  Verapaz.  There  are  practically  no  roads  for  motoring  in  any 
of  these  places,  but  some  missionary  work  might  be  accomplished. 

From  Livingston  the  salesman  can  get  a  launch  to  Puerto  Barrios, 
Guatemala,  and  from  there  take  a  boat  for  Puerto  Cortez,  La  Ceiba, 
and  other  points  on  the  north  coast  of  Honduras,  coming  back  to 
Barrios  and  up  to  Guatemala  City.  Guatemala  has  people  of  wealth 
who  are  buying  cars  and  building  roads,  and  there  should  be  a  good 
opportunity  there.  The  port  of  San  Jose  de  Guatemala  is  next  on 
the  line  of  travel,  and  at  this  port  the  salesman  takes  a  steamer  for 
Acajutla,  Salvador,  ^oing  from  there  to  San  Salvador.  The  roads 
are  fairly  good  in  this  section,   San  Salvador  itself  is  wealthy  and 

? regressive,  and  pos^bly  a  nuhiber  of  orders  could  be  secured  for  both 
reight  trucks  and  passenger  cars.  There  are  several  good  towns  that 
can  oe  worked  from  this  city,  Santa  Ana  being  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant. 

From  Salvador  the  salesman  might  go  to  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras. 
The  road  between  San  I^renzo  and  Tegucigalpa,  the  "Carretera  del 
Sur,"  is  one  of  the  finest  highways  in  all  Central  America;.  It  is  a 
model,  made  with  American  machinery,  and  is  80  miles  long. 
grades,  however,  are  as  high  as  11  per  cent  at  some  pointsv>and  there 
are  some  abrupt  curves.  There  are  two  or  three  competing  auto  lines 
on  this  road  now,  one  of  them  having  a  mail  contract  and  express 
service,  but  possibly  two  cars  and  a  big  truck  could  do  some  busmess 
at  reduced  rates.  Two  wheeled  ox  carts  now  carry  the  freight  in 
from  6  to  10  days.  The  rest  of  the  country  is  broken,  and  eooa  roads 
are  scarce.  San  Lorenzo  is  the  mainland  port  for  Pacific  Honduras. 
The  maritime  port  is  Amapala,  on  Tigre  Island,  where  the  salesman 
may  take  ship  for  Corinto,  Nicaragua.  From  Corinto  he  can  go  by 
rail  to  Managua,  Masaya,  Granada,  and  other  points.  The  country 
in  this  section  is  not  so  broken,  and  the  cost  of  building  roads  is  less. 
A  certain  amount  of  road  is  available,  and  there  shoulabe  some  mar- 
ket for  trucks  for  the  sugar  estates. 

Coming  back  to  Corinto,  the  salesman  takes  ship  for  Puntarenas, 
Costa  Rica,  which  is  a  good,  growing  town.  From  here  he  can  go  by 
rail  to  San  Jose,  the  capital,  where  he  should  have  plenty  of  time, 
for  from  this  point  he  can  work  several  promising  towns  in  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


OOIUOEBCB  SEPOBTS,  799 

vicinity.  Costa  Rica  has  some  of  the  best  roads  in  Central  America, 
and  should  provide  a  fine  opening  for  motor  truclcs  to  handle  coffee. 
From  Port  Limon  the  salesman  can  take  a  boat  for  Colon,  and  then 
go  on  to  Panama. 

Expense  and  Time  ScQnired  for  the  Toot. 

The  salesman's  expenses  for  ordinary  travel  and  hotels  will  be 
about  the  same  as  in  the  United  States,  but  he  should  be  allowed  more 
latitude  in  the  matter  of  time  and  in  the  exercise  of  judgment  and 
inkifltive.  '  If  r  firm  sends  out  a  first-class  man  in  whom  full  con- 
fidence can  be  placed — and  no  other  kind  should  be  sent — he  should 
not  be  hampered  with  too  many  instructions.  He  should  be  able  to 
speak  Spanish  well,  and  to  feel  at  home  in  any  society,  for  he  will 
be  expected  to  participate  to  some  extent  in  the  social  life  of  his 
prospective  customers.  This  he  can  do  without  extravagance  or  dis- 
sipation, but  it  will  require  a  fairly  liberal  allowance  of  time.  Many 
American- aaloemeaa  have  to  leave  their  fields  half  worked  because 
their  orders  compel  them  to  rush  through  business  as  at  home — a 
short-sifted  policy  for  Latin- American  business. 


OSEGOK  FAFEB  AOAIH  FINDS  KASEET  m  ATJSTBAIU. 

[Commercial  Agent  E.  O.  Babbitt,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Nor.  5.] 

Fot  the  first,  time  in  more  than  a  decade,  stated  the  Morning  Ore- 
gonian  in  its  October  21  issue,  Oregon  paper  mills  are  shipping  their 
i»t>duct$  to  Australia.  An  order  for  2,000  tons  of  news  pnnt  has  just 
been  filled  for  Sydney^  Mdboume,  and  otJier  cities  of  the  Common- 
wealth at  the  Camas,  Wash.,  plant  of  a  large  Oregon  manufacturer 
and  the  paper  taken  to  Portland  for  shipment.  The  paper  is  put  up  in 
both  rolls  and  bales- and  is  Understood  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  triaX' 
order.  In  f<lrmer  years  the  mills  in  the  Portland  territory  did  a  heavy 
business  with  Australia,  but  on  account  of  the  lack  of  adequate  E^p- 
pin^  facilities,  this  business  was  lost  and  the  Australian  people  begaa 
buying  their  paper  in  Europe. 

■The,  clipping  from  the  Oregonian  was  submitted  to  the  San  Fran- 
cisco branch  by  the  local  agent  of  the  paper  company,  who  had  been 
supplied  by  this  office  with  information  as  to  shipping  facilities  to 
AuflBttaii&'and  the  west  coast  of  South  America. 
...-(^i .  _____ 

AK^CAH  SUBSTITUTE  FOUHB  FOB  FOBEIOV  UKB. 

A  firm  of  importers  in  New  York,  which  was  receiving  high-priced 
]ime  from  Germany  and  Austria,  has  found  in  this  country  a  limo 
which  is  a  good  substitute  for  the  foreign  product.  It  is  used  for 
i^>rasire  purposes^  principally  as  a  cleaner  before  nickel  plating,  or 
in  combination  with  other  materials  for  buffing  purposes  on  nickel- 
plated  work. 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bmreau  of  Forei^  and  Bomestie  Commtiroe. 

Kew  York,  Eoom  409  TTnlted  States  Cnstomhouse;  Boston,  eighteentli  floor 
Vnited  States  Cnstomhoose;  Chicaero,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  403  Third 
Vatlonal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  lOM 
Hibernla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  TJnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
932  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland.  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Clndimati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeree; 
]Mt<^,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FOBEIGN  TRADE  OFFOBTUNITIES. 

[Where  addresaei  are  omitted  the;  mny  be  obtained  from  tb«  Barcaa  or  Iti  bimaek 

offices.  ] 

Paper,  No.  19351. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  large  paper  Importer  In 
India  desires  samples,  lowest  prices,  and  terms  of  cream  laid,  cream  wove, 
printing,  c<ilored,  drawing,  wrapping,  manifold,  kraft,  parchment,  and  flint 
papers  in  different  sizes  and  wclshts  from  8  pounds  and  upward.  It  is  re- 
quested that  the  minimum  quantity  and  time  required  to  fill  orders  be  stated 
in  the  first  correspondence. 

Oeneral  representalion,  No.  19352. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports 
that  a  man  in  Brazil  is  opening  a  mall-order  house  and  desires  to  I>e  placed 
In  touch  with  manufacturers  of  goods  suitable  for  such  business. 

CmnmtstUin  agmt,  No.  — An  American  consular  olQcer  In  Spain  reports 

that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  act  as  commission  agent  for  firms  wish- 
ing to  introduce  their  goods  in  that  country.  Correspondence  should  be  in 
Spanish. 

Fertilizers,  No.  19354. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  Cuba 
stating  that  a  fertilizer  is  being  manufactured  in  that  country,  and  they 
desire  to  find  a  market  for  it  in  the  United  States.  It  Is  composed  of  the 
following  substances :  Nitrogen,  ammonia,  phosphoric  acid,  and  phosphate: 

Silk  thread,  etc.,  No.  19355. — A  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce reports  that  an  American  in  Chile  deslre.s  to  represent  Amerlcau 
firms  manufacturing  silk  thread  for  sewing  and  embroidering.  Tlie  silks 
are  sold  In  skeins,  on  spool.t,  cards,  and  In  a  number  of  different  ways 
for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  socks,  stockings,  and  women's  clothing,  etc. 

Salt  cake,  No.  IQXiQ. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  man  In  Canada  states  that 
he  wishes  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  exporters  of  salt  cake,  to  be 
used  In  the  manufacture  of  wood  pulp.  It  is  stated  that  6,000  tuns  can  be 
used  annually. 

Oeneral  representation,  No.  19357. — The  B\ireau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
a  firm  in  South  Africa  stating  that  a  company  desires  to  represent  American 
exporters.   No  particular  Hue  Is  mentioned. 

Cycle  car  and  automobiles.  No.  1935S. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  writes 
that  a  firm  In  Sweden  deslre-s  to  secure  an  agency  for  a  cycle  car  and  a 
small  cheap  roadster.  References  can  be  furnished  by  the  firm. 

Disinfectant,  No.  19359.— The  municipality  of  Port  Elizabeth,  Port  Elizabeth, 
South  Africa,  will  receive  tenders  until  December  8,  1915,  for  furnishing 
3,000"  gallons  of  fluid  disinfectant,  to  be  delivered,  all  charges  paid,  at  the 
municipal  depot,  Port  Elizabeth,  not  later  than  February  29,  1916,  delivery 
to  be  made  in  casks,  which  latter  are  to  remain  the  property  of  the  n^ui)ici- 
pality.  Tenders  should  be  addressed  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Port  Elizabeth, 
Soutli  Africa,  indorsed  "  Tender  for  Disinfectant,"  accomiHiDled,  if-posalb^ 
with  a  gallon  sample  plainly  labeled. 

Riee  and  sugar,  No.  10360. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece  ri^rts  that 
a  man  desires  to  purchase  rice  and  sugar.  The  rice  should  be  of  a  long, 
slender  grain,  distinctly  translucent,  with  some  polish,  and  nm.st  be  packed 
in  double  bags;  the  sugar  deslml  Is  both  granulntetl  and  domino.  Quota- 
tions on  rice  and  sugar  sliould  be  per  100  kilos  (220  pounds)  c.  1.  f .  Piraeus. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
Flour,  No.  10361. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  states 
-  tliat  a  man  is  Interested  In  the  importation  of  Hour,  and  wishes  sampkai, 
prices,  and-  terms.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Women**  knitted  underwear.  No.  10302. — A  company  In  Australia  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  tn  communication 
with  manufacturers  of  cotton  vests  and  all  kinds  of  knitted  underwear 

for  women. 

Ostrich  feathers,  No.  1^63.— A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that 
a  firm  In  South  Africa  desires  names  of  Importers  or  sellers  of  ostrich 
feathers  of  nil  grades.  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm  can  execute  orders  of  any 
size  promptly. 
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ITAIIAN  HEUP  FOR  ITBITED  STATES. 

[Cablecram  from  American  Embassy,  Bome.] 

Foreign  Office  states  that  permission  will  be  given  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  13,000  Quintals  of  hemp  to  the  United  States,  two-fifths  to  be 
flipped  December  and  three-nftiis  immediately  afterwards. 


FOBEiaN  EXCHAHaE  IH  HOKDintAS. 

ICoDsal  B.  M.  LawtoB,  Teffocigalpa,  Nor.  7,  1915.] 

The  unfavorable  rate  of  foreign  exchange  prevailing  in  Honduras 
was  slightly  modified  during  the  month  of  October,  1915.  exchange 
on  New  York  and  New  Orleans  falling  from  310  for  the  first  half  of 
the  month  to  305  for  the  latter  half.  'There  was  practically  no  de- 
mand for  exchange  on  London,  Paris,  and  Hamburg,  and  such  Euro- 
pean settlements  as  there  were  were  made  on  the  basis  of  New  York 
quotations,  with  the  addition  of  the  cost  of  dollar  exchange.  Buying 
rates  are  usually  about  10  points  lower  than  selling  rates,  to  which  the 
above  quotations  refer. 


STATIC  LOAD  TESTS  FOB  COKCKETE  BEAHS. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  concrete  investigations  of  large-size  test 
members  has  been  started  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards. 
The  making  of  36  concrete  beams,  8  by  11  inches  in  cross  section,  and 
13  feet  long,  is  the  initial  step  in  the  work.  These  are  to  be  sub- 
jected to  static  load  tests,  the  beams  being  piled  in  a  criblike  man- 
ner and  then  further  loaded  by  a  platform  carrying  a  dead  weight. 
The  deflection,  etc.,  of  the  beams  will  be  measured  from  time  to  time, 
imd  after  one  year's  observation,  a  duplicate  set  of  beams  will  be 
tested  to  destruction. 

mut'-a  801 


Digitized  by  Google 


802 


COMMERCE  BEPOBTS. 


SPECIAL  AOEirr  TO  COITFEB  WITH  BAITKERS. 

In  order  to  give  bankers  and  other  financial  men  interested  in 
South  America  the  benefit  of  this  observation  while  on  a  recent  tour 
of  South  America,  Mr.  \V.  H.  Lough,  special  agent  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  is  planning  a  short  trip  to 
varioTis  large  cities  of  the  United  States  during  the  coming  two 
weeks.  According  to  present  arrangements,  he  will  be  in  Cincinnati 
November  29  and  30,  St.  Louis  December  1,  Minneapolis  December 
2  and  3,  Chicago  December  4  to  7,  Detroit  December  8,  Cleveland 
December  9,  and  Pittsburgh  December  10,  returning  then  to  New 
York.  He  will  also  probably  visit  other  Eastern  cities  at  a  later  date. 

Mr.  Lough  considers  that  the  time  is  opportune  for  the  establish- 
ment of  further  facilities  for  financing  our  trade  and  investments  in 
South  America,  and  that  the  cooperation  of  financial  interests  in  the 
XJnited  States  in  placing  a  bank  or  a  system  of  banks  in  Soutii 
America  is  feasible.  He  also  expects  to  suggest  to  interested  financial 
men  a  plan  for  an  organization  to  facilitate  the  financing  of  our 
export  trade,  obtaining  credit  information,  etc  Several  Banls  in 
the  cities  named  already  have  active  foreign  departments  and  assist 
their  customers  in  building  up  South  American  business,  and  it  is 
these  banks  particularly  whidi  will  probably  be  interested  in  Mr. 
Lough's  su^estions. 
PnbUcatloft  on  Bankl&K  Opportunities. 

This  work  of  the  special  agent  follows  the  recent  publicaticm  of  a 
comprehensive  monograph  on  the  subject  of  the  banking  situation  in 
South  America,  entitled  "  Banking  Opportunities  in  South  America," 
Special  Agents  Series  No.  106,  obtainable  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Government  Printing  Ofiice,  Washington,  for  20  cents. 
In  this  book,  the  result  of  an  investigation  in  South  America  cover- 
ing the  first  part  of  the  present  year,  Mr.  Lough  reviews  the  Tarious 
factors  entering  into  the  problem  of  establishing  American  banks  in 
the  principal  countries  of  South  America.  After  giving  a  general 
survey  of  the  banking  field  he  goes  at  some  length  into  the  history  of 
tiie  present  English  and  German  banks  in  South  America,  indicating 
by  figures  of  capitalization,  dividends,  etc.,  what  has  been  the  success 
of  each  one.  Special  attention  is  given  to  the  situation  in  Peru  and 
Chile,  where  Mr.  Lough  considers  that  the  best  present  opportunities 
for  American  institutions  are  to  be  found. 

This  publication,  together  with  a  pamphlet  previously  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  entitled  "  Financial  De- 
velopments in  South  America,  Special  Agents  Series  No.  103  (also 
written  by  Mr.  Lough  and  obtainable  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents  for  5  cents) ,  will  be  invaluable  to  any  banker  or  other 
financial  man  who  contemplates  participating  in  the  establishment  of 
new  institutions  in  South  America. 


What  is  probably  the  largest  leather  belt  (34  inches  wide,  double) 
ever  sent  to  Argentina,  according  to  the  Louisiana  Planter  and  Sugar 
Manufacturer,  was  sold  by  a  New  York  firm,  which  sent  a  representa- 
tive to  the  Province  of  Tucuman  and,  working  in  conjunction  with 
its  local  agent,  secured  some  excellent  business  in  that  section. 
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NOTES  FBOH  UETrGXrAT. 

IDlarlo  oriclal,  Oct.  9.] 
Hostevideo  Harbor  to  Have  Kew  Dredge  Boat 

The  work  of  deepening  the  harbor  of  Montevideo  is  to  be  facili- 
tated by  the  purchase  of  a  new  steam  tug  boat.  This  is  made  possible 
by  an  apj^ropriation  of  1,000,000  pesos  ($1,034,000)  for  dredging 
materials  in  a  law  enacted  September  24,  1915.  [Previous  reports 
on  the  dredging  of  the  port  of  Montevideo  were  published  in  Consular 
and  Trade  Reports  for  Mar.  21  and  Dec.  30, 1913,  and  Mar.  11, 1914.J 

[Dlarlo  Ofldal,  Oct  la] 

New  Bond  Issue. 

The  national  bank  of  Uruguay  (Banco  Hipotecaiio)  is  authorized 
by  a  law  of  October  6,  1915,  to  issue  bonds  to  the  value  of  5,000,000 
peaoB  ($5,170,000).  These  bonds,  to  be  known  as  series  Q,  are  to 
bear  6  per  cent  annual  interest,  payable  quartwly,  with  the  usual 
amortization  service.  Both  interest  and  sinking  fund  are  fully 
guaranteed  by  the  Government.  [Previous  notes  on  the  finances  of 
Uruguay  were  published  in  Commerce  Heforts  for  June  11  and 
June  15,  1915.] 

[Dlarlo  Oflcial,  Oct  19.] 
Competttion  for  Artistic  Deewation  of  Xedleal  Ooltege. 

Official  approval  has  just  been  given  to  a  project  for  the  artistic 
decoration  of  the  buildmgs  of  the  college  of  medicine  of  the  Uni- 
versity at  Montevideo.  The  decoration  is  to  consist  of  sculpture  of 
an  allegoricail  and  historical  character  in  the  assembly  rooms,  corri- 
dors, amphitheaters,  etc.,  of  the  medical  department.  A  special  com- 
mission is  to  be  named  to  submit  detailed  plans  for  the  location,  di- 
mensions, and  general  nature  of  the  work  to  be  ordered.  From  among 
these  plans  the  board  of  directors  will  select  tiiose  which  it  approves 
for  the  basis  of  the  designs  to  be  offered  by  artists  who  may  wish  to 
compete  for  this  work. 

AMEKICAH  CONSTTLAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
j  urisdictions :   


Name. 


Fost. 


Expf  ra- 
tion of 
venue. 


Address. 


Siunmers,  M  add  in  

Uaynard,  Lestor  

Qraco,  Willlani  J  

DawsoD,  William  

Peck,  WlUys  K  

UessemoltA,  Oeorge  B. 
SobertaoD,  W.  Heaiy. . 

SanuDons,  Thomas  

Cbambtflab,  George  A 


Sao  ranio,  Bradl. 

Amoy,  China  

Adoii,  Araljia  


T^osario,  A reootina. . . 

Tslngtau,  China  

Fort  EriB,  Canada  

Biionos  Aires,  Argen- 
tina. 


Shanghai,  China  

Lourenco  Maroues, 

rorliuuese  East 

Alrina. 


Dec.  31 

..do  

Dec.  15 


..do  

Jan.  3L 
Jan.  I 
Dec.  3t 


Doc,  10 
Dec.  31 


Department  of  State .Wasblncton,  D.O. 
Do. 

Association  of  the  Bw  of  the  City  ol 

New  York,  New  York  Cfly. 
BftT  Gootlrlch  Averuo.St.  I'aul,  Minn. 
Department  of  StatQjWushlngton.D.C. 
Lowes,  Do  I. 

firacch  office.  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Coramerto,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

(") 

Lotus  Club,  110  Wost  Fifty-seventh 
Street,  Mew  York  City. 


•The  tour  of  American  cities  by  Consul  General  Thomad  Sammonsjof  ShanRlLii,  Inrhidca 
Bocbester,  New  York,  Detroit,  Chicago,  MlnneapoHg.  Seattle,  and  Taconia.  concluding  at 
tbe  latter  place  Dec.  10,  191C.  He  will  confer  with  biutneas  men  at  these  placea  who  are 
Intereited  m  trade  in  China. 
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TABIFFS  ON  GHBISTU AS  OZFTS  SENT  ABROAD. 

Many  weeks  in  advance  the  preparations  are  made  for  the  inter- 
national tours  of  Santa  Claus.  Americans  who  are  planning  to 
send  Christmas  presents  to  persons  in  foreign  countries  want  to  be 
sure  that  those  who  receive  the  gifts  will  not  be  compelled  to  pay 
any  charts.  Many  letters  come  annually  to  Washington  asking 
what  to  do  to  avoid  any  difficulties.  The  communications  have 
already  begim  to  arrive,  and  are  being  answered  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce. 

The  writers  of  these  letters,  which,  before  the  end  of  the  ^ear,  will 
have  come  from  every  part  of  the  counti-y,  are  particularly  interested 
in  tariff  rates  which  must  be  paid  on  gifts  in  the  lands  to  which  they 
are  sent. 

Many  persons  who  write  to  Washington,  asking  for  tariff  rates  in 
particular  countries,  fail  to  specify  the  kinds  of  articles  that  are  to 
be  sent  abroad  as  Christmas  gifts.  It  is  quite  necessary  that  such 
details  should  be  given  in  order  to  learn  the  amount  of  the  tax.  The 
Bureau  can  not  send  out  an  entire  tariff  schedule  in  answer  to  each 
letter^  and  even  if  it  did  very  few  persons  would  know  what  to  do 
with  it  after  tliey  received  the  document. 

Many  persons  in  the  past  have  asked  what  method  should  be  adopted 
in  order  that  the  tariff  charge  might  be  paid  at  the  point  of  shipment 
in  this  country,  by  the  giver  of  the  gift.  All  such  queries  have  been 
answered  unironnlv  wiw  the  statement  that  there  is  no  direct  way  in 
which  the  import  auty  charged  by  another  country  can  be  paid  here, 
but  if  the  pacKage  is  placed  in  the  charge  of  an  express  company  pro^ 
vision  can  be  made  for  payment  of  duty  by  the  express  agent  abroad. 

Although  there  is  no  exemption  from  customhouse  charges  for 
Chri^suas  gifts,  there  are  some  ^conditions  under  which  certain  gifts 
going  from  country  to  country  inay  escape  pa3rment.  Some  Govera- 
mente  rule  that  wedding  presents  brought  in  by  subjects  shall  not  be 
taxed.  Some  also  exempt  possessions  that  are  part  of  an  inheritance. 
But  the  season  of  universal  giving  is  not  on  the  tariff  calendar  as  one 
when  the  pathways  between  the  nations  shall  be  cleared  of  obstruc- 
tions. 

WOMEN  TEAM  CONDUCTOBS  IN  lEEDS. 

[Consul  Homer  iS.  Briagton,  Leeds,  England,  Oct.  28.] 

Women  tram  conductors  have  now  appeared  upon  the  electric  cars 
of  the  Leeds  Corporation  Tramways.  The  first  corps,  composed  of 
20  young  women  dressed  in  blue  serge  tunics  and  skirts  with  red  fac- 
ings and  wearing  uniform  caps,  has  proved  very  satisfactory,  and  it 
is  stated  that  the  number  to  be  employed  may  reach  200.  TTie.rate 
of  pay  proposed  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  men,  5Jd.  ($0.11)  per 
hour,  which  for  full  time  means  27s.  6d.  ($6.68)  per  week. 

[Mention  of  the  employment  of  women  as  tram  conductors  and 
mail  carriers  at  Nottingham,  England,  was  made  in  Commerce  Bk- 
rORTS  for  Oct.  14, 1915.] 


Demonstrations  in  canning  and  bottling  fruits,  TCj^tables,  and 
meats  are  being  given  in  the  Trnnsvaal  by  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
Government  under  the  auspices  of  the  Small  Holders'  Society. 
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SWEDEN  NOT  A  FDB  HABEET. 

[Consnl  General  Ernest  It.  Barris,  Stockbolm.] 

It  would  probably  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  American 
houses  to  obtain  supplies  of  furs  from  Sweden,  for  the  reason  that 
Swedish  dealers  are  themselves  more  or  less  dependent  upon  Leipzig, 
London,  and  Russia;  in  other  wbrds,  Swedish  dealers  get  practically 
the  same  furs  in  the  same  markets  as  do  American  dealers.  These 
furs  are  chiefly  ermine,  fine  marten,  fox,  and  otter. 

As  there  are  no  trappers  in  this  country,  there  can  be  no  shipments 
from  them,  neither  are  there  any  exporters.  There  are  only  manu- 
facturing dealers,  who  export  to  foreign  countries  providing  prices 
are  favorable  and  it  suits  them  to  do  so.  Terms  are  cash  against  bill 
of  lading.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  to  what  countries  fui^  are 
shipped  from  Sweden  at  present.  It  is  known,  however,  that  some 
Stockhohn  firms  have  sent  mixed  shipmwts  of  fox  skins  to  the 
United  States. 

Put  SanchinfT  Hay  be  Undertaken. 

While  Sweden  was  at  one  time  a  very  important  fur  producerj  it 
is  doubtful  if  the  ICingdom  will  ever  again  hold  a  prominent  position 
in  this  regard.  This  is  certainly  true  of  wild  animals.  What  the 
future  may  hold  out  in  the  way  of  breeding  fur  animals  in  the  great 
peat  lands  of  the  nortli  is  a  matter  of  mere  speculation.  However, 
there  is  some  talk  of  starting  a  breeding  industry  along  the  lines  that 
have  been  successful  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  for  there  are 
few  European  countries  which  have  more  excellent  natural  conditions 
for  ci-eating  such  an  industry  than  has  the  northern  part  of  Sweden. 

It  might  De  mentioned  here,  as  showing  the  trend  of  the  times,  that 
a  manufacturer  in  Stockholm  went  to  Kussia  in  September  to  pur- 
chase 1,000,000  crowns  ($268,000)  worth  of  furs,  it  being  rumored  here 
that  furs  were  very  cheap  in  Russia  then.  The  venture  was  purely 
speculative,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  store  these  furs  until  prices  reach 
a  higher  figure  tlian  at  present. 

0SA7E  Am)  WINE  FBODTTCTION  OF  ITALY. 

[L'£coDomIste  Europtfcn,  Oct.  29.] 

According  to  the  latest  information  from  Rome,  the  1915  harvest 
of  grapes  for  wine  making  is  much  less  than  that  of  the  two  preceding 

?'ears  and  than  the  average  for  1909-1913.  The  figures  are  as  fol- 
ows,  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds :  3.820,000  tons  in  1915,  as  coin- 
pared  with  6,808,400  tons  in  1914;  7,999,200  tons  in  1913  and  7,096,700 
tons  during  the  five  years  from  1909  to  1913.  The  principal  produc- 
ing regions  and  their  estimated  yields  are  the  following,  according 
to  the  forecasts  of  Vinicolo:  Emilia,  660,000  tons;  Venetia,  440.000 
tons;  Sicily,  500,000  tons;  Piedmont,  440,000  tons;  Campania,  350,000 
tons;  Tuscany,  320,000  tons;  Lombardy,  235,000  tons;  Apulia,  185,000 
tons;  Lfttiuin,  140,000  tons;  The  Marches,  120,000  tons;  Abuzzi  e 
Molise,  110,000  tons. 

The  wine  yield,  estimated  at  24,000,000  hectoliters  (634,000,000  gal- 
lons), against  43,000.000  hectoliters  (1,136,000,000  gallons)  in  1914 
and  52,000,000  hectoliters  (1,374,000,000  gallons)  in  1913,  is  said  to  be 
of  inferior  quality,  while  in  France,  in  spite  of  a  large  decrease  in  the 
harvest,  the  ^ine  is  generally  siiperior  in  quality  to  that  of  last  year. 
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AHEBICAH  OTTTBOABB  UOTOBS  70A  CHINA. 

[Commercial  AttacM  Jolean  H.  Arnold,  Pcklnc  Oet.  4.] 

While  at  Shanghai  recently,  it  came  to  my  attention,  during  a 
conversation  with  an  American  firm,  that  there  will  probably  to  a 
good  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  American  outboard  (detachable) 
motors  in  connection  with  inland  Vater  transportation  in  China, 
provided  American  manufacturers  can  produce  a  5 -horsepower  motor 
capable  of  operating  with  crude  petroleum. 

My  informant  stated  that  Swedish  manufacturers  have  put  a  motor 
of  this  sort  on  the  market  and  that  unle^  he  can  find  an  equivalent 
American  motor  he  will  probably  be  obliged  to  eeek  an  agency  for 
the  Swedish  article.  He  stated  uiat  it  is  estimated  that  as  many  as 
8,000  owners  of  native  craft  in  a  certain  section  of  China  could  be 
induced  to  use  outboard  motors,  provided  a  cheap  and  easily  operated 
motor  could  be  produced  capable  of  working  on  crude  petx'oleum  or 
at  least  on  ordinary  kerosene.  It  appears  that  through  a  workii^ 
agreement  with  various  companies  handling  gasoline  the  piioe  is 
maintained  at  a  figure  far  in  advance  of  that  ruling  in  America}  and 
for  this  reason  it  is  difficult  to  sell  motors  driven  by  gasoline. 

American  manufacturers  of  outboard  motors  may  secure  further 
particulars  in  regard  to  this  matter  by  corresponding  with  the  Shang- 
hai firm  referred  to  [whose  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  DcMnestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices  by  asking  for 
file  No.857.] 

[Possible  markets  for  Uiese  motors  In  Dalren  aod  Nanking  were  the  subject 
matter  of  articles  that  appeared  In  Gouuebce  Repobts  for  July  D,  1914,  and 
Jan-  21.  1915.]   

TRADE  NOTES  FROM  THE  AZOBES. 

[CoDSnl  Walter  H.  Schnis,  St.  Hlebael.  Oct.  80.] 
Portugal  Furchasei  Pineapple  Plants. 

St.  MichaeVs  pineapple  plants  are  bein^  shipped  to  Portugal, 
where  efforts  are  being  made  to  create  a  pineapple  industry,  rn- 
liminary  experiments  are  reported  as  successful. 

American  Kooflng  Olvei  Satisfaction. 

The  introductory  shipment  of  American  roofing  material  for  use 
on  the  new  theater  at  St.  Michael  has  been  put  in  pla^.  In  a  news- 
paper interview,  the  supervising  architect  expressed  himself  as 
greatly  pleased  with  the  material,  especially  lauding  its  adaptability 
in  quick  construction.  [Mention  of  this  roofing  shipment  was  madw 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  Sept.  9, 1915.] 

Four  thousand  cases  of  glass  for  hothouse  purposes  have  been  re- 
ceived here  from  Lisbon  to  repair  damage  done  by  a  recent  hailstorm. 
[See  Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  12, 1915.]  Eadi  case  contained  100 
panes  measuring  12  by  12  inches.  Some  10  by  12  panes  also  were 
received.  The  c.  i.  f.  price  was  160  reis  per  kilo^  or  a  little  less  than 
6^  cents  per  pound. 

Milking  machines  are  being  introduced  in  some  parts  of  the  south 
coast  of  Australia.  The  Sydney  Herald  says  that  one  installed  on 
a  Rocky  Hall  farm  is  proving  a  success;  with  two  men  some  46  cows 
can  be  milked  and  the  separating  done  in  an  hour. 
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SFOEAHE  CAPITAL  IN  BBITISH  COLTniBIA  mSES. 


[Consul  General  R.  E.  MaDsfletil,  Vancouver,  B.  C,  Nov.  2.1 


The  city  of  Spokane,  Wash.,  has  derived  enormous  benefit  in  the 
past  from  the  attention  given  by  its  business  men  to  mininj;  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia.  With  four  exceptions,  every  important  silver-lead 
mine  in  the  Slocan  is  owned  or  controlled  by  Spokane  capital,  which 
has  taken  from  the  mines  of  this  portion  of  British  Columbia  nearly 
$8,000,000  in  dividends  and  profits,  or  probably  four  times  the  amount 
of  the  original  investment. 
BeOfffd  Tear  in  Wiieral  Prodnetlon. 

The  present  year  should  constitute  a  record  in  the  mineral  produc- 
tion of  the  Province.  Bossland  is  producing  about  30  per  cent  more 
ore  than  last  year.  While  the  Kootcnav  mines  did  not  ship  much  ore 
in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  they  are  doing  well  at  the  present  time, 
the  shipments  of  silver-lead  ores  aggregating  about  2,000  tons  a 
month.  The  zinc  shipments  should  also  be  taken  into  consideration. 
One  smelter  has  treated  about  4(X),000  tons  of  ore  so  far  this  year. 
Another  has  treated  about  800,000  tons,  and  a  third  300,000  tons. 
Two  copper  companies  are  handling  about  25,000  tons  a  month  each. 
The  stamp  mills  are  treating  about  5,000  tons  a  month  of  gold  ores. 

The  mineral  production  of  British  Columbia  is  about  11,000  tons 
a  day,  and  the  completion  of  new  plants  under  construction  will 
bring  this  output  up  to  20,000  tons  a  day,  or  a  production  from  the 
metal  mines  of  the  Province  aggregating  about  $30,000,000  a  year. 
The  Boundary  is  the  largest  producing  district,  with  an  output  of 
about  30,000  tons  a  week.  The  Coast  comes  next,  with  a  production 
of  about  20,000  tons  a  week.  Rossland,  with  an  output  between 
7,000  and  8,000  tons  a  week,  East  Kootenay,  with  a  production  of 
from  1,000  to  2,000  tons,  and  Slocan,  with  1,000  tons  a  week,  follow 
in  order.  The  ores  of  the  Slocan  are,  however,  much  the  highest  in 
average  value. 

Ceramie  Derelopment  In  Britlsli  Columbia. 

Much  attention  is  being  given  to  the  development  of  ceramic  indus- 
tries in  British  Columbia,  where  there  are  clays  capable  of  produc- 
ing pottery  and  refractory  products,  which  have  not  as  yet  be^ 
undertaken.  A  thorough  investigation  is  being  made  of  some  of 
these  clays  and  refractory  materials,  with  a  view  to  utilizing  them, 
with  the  result  that  there  is  every  promise  of  new  industries  being 
developed  from  the  mining  of  these  clays.  Then  there  are  several 
known  deposits  of  infusorial  earth,  talcose  minerals,  feldspars,  and 
magnesite,  which  could  no  doubt  be  profitably  utilized. 


Tear's  Kinlxg  Kecord  in  Fernie  District 

The  official  reports  of  the  two  Provinces  of  British  Columbia  and 
Alberta,  recently  published,  covering  the  mining  industry  for  1914, 
give  some  interestmg  statistics  which  were  not  available  at  the  time 
the  annual  report  from  this  district  was  written.  Alining  is  the 
principal  industry  of  this  consular  district 

There  was  a  general  decrease  in  mining  activity  during  the  latter 

gart  of  1914,  although  at  the  beginning  of  that  year,  the  prospects 
ad  indicated  a  marked  increase  of  activity.   Operating  mines  and 
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smelters  wera  obliged  to  close  and  development  work  ceased.  This 
directly  affected  the  coal  mines.  The  railroads  depend  to  a  great 
extent  upon  the  supply  of  ores  to  keep  freight  traffic  active.  Most 
of  the  coal  produced  here  is  used  as  steam  coal.  When  the  ship- 
ments of  ores  ceased  the  demand  for  coal  decreased.  The  very  im- 
portant by-product — coke — also  depended  upon  the  smelters  for  a 
market. 

Despite  all  this,  the  metal  mines  particularly  made  a  good  show- 
ing and  appear  to  be  now  resuming  normal  activity. 

A  small  but  very  active  coal  region  in  southwestern  Alberta,  the 
official  Crows  Nest  mining  district  of  Alberta,  is  the  only  part  of 
that  Province  included  in  this  consular  district.  All  of  the  metal 
mines  of  this  district  are  in  British  Columbia.  The  district's  gross 
output  of  cojil  in  iyi3  was  3,340,789  tons  and  2,296,707  tons  in  1914. 
The  gross  coke  production  was  385,536  tons  in  1913  and  291,812  tons 
in  1914.  There  are  but  two  active  coal  districts  in  British  Columbia — 
the  Coast  district  and  the  Crows  Nest  Pass  district,  the  latter  being 
identified  as  the  Femie  consular  district.  The  Crows  Nest  district 
of  southwest  Albert  is  its  continuation.  Comparative  figures  show 
that  the  Crows  Nest  Pass  district  of  British  Columbia  produced, 
roughly,  about  one-third  of  the  total  coal  produced  in  the  Province 
in  1914. 

The  metal  products  of  the  Femie  district  were  valued  at  $14,637,138 
in  1913  and  $10,420,590  in  1914,  The  total  value  of  metal  products 
for  the  Province  of  British  Columbia  in  1914  was  $15,790,661.  Hence 
it  may  be  seen  that  the  mines  of  the  Fernie  consular  district,  com- 
prising the  official  mining  districts  of  East  Kootenay,  West  Kootenay, 
and  Grand  Forlcs.  and  Greenwood  of  the  Boundary  district,  produced 
^proximately  two  thirds  of  the  total  mineral  production  for  the 
Province.  While  no  statistics  are  yet  available  for  this  year,  there 
appears  to  be  an  improvement  in  the  activity  of  metal  mines. 

[Vice  CoDSDl  G.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  B.  C,  Not.  C] 
Somlalon  Assay  Office  at  TaneonTer. 

The  Dominion  Assay  Office  in  Vancouver  has  an  equipment  of  the 
latest  design.  In  the  melting  room  is  a  bullion  balance,  with  two 
sets  of  weights  and  one  set  of  test  weights,  each  ranging  from  one 
one-hundredth  of  an  ounce  to  500  ounces;  electricall^r  protected  steel 
vaults;  two  No.  7,  one  No.  4^,  and  one  No.  2  gas  melting  furnaces,  of 
1,200,  400,  and  100  ounces  capacity,  respectively ;  four  cast-iron  pour- 
ing tables,  three  measuring  2  by  4  feet  each  and  one  2  by  3  feet;  a 
swinging  crane  over  the  larger  furnaces  for  lifting  the  melts;  a 
crusher  and  pulverizer  for  crushing  and  pulverizing  the  slags;  a  cast- 
iron  shipping  table,  electric  drill,  gas-heated  drying  plate,  iron  cruci- 
ble table,  cleaning  bench,  cooling  tank,  etc- 

The  muffle  furnace  room  is  equipped  with  four  gas  muffle  furnaces; 
a  fume  chamber;  platinum  parting  apparatus,  consisting  of  two  dip- 
ping hooks,  two  boilers,  and  two  trays,  each  containing  36  cups,  and 
other  necessai-y  apparatus. 

The  loss  in  weight  by  assaying  is  seldom  more  than  the  one-hun- 
dredth part  of  an  ounce.  Two  assays  each  are  made  by  two  assayersi, 
these  assays  to  agree  within  1.6  of  a  part,  otherwise  the  bar  must  be 
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remelted  and  renssnyed.  For  the  fine  gold  contained  in  the  dopopit 
^0.67  per  ounce  is  paid,  and  the  price  paid  for  the  silver  is  according 
to  th«  market  value. 

This  office  during  the  month  of  October  received  238  deposits, 
valued  at  $458,053,  as  compared  with  147  deposits,  valued  at  $155,441, 
during  the  month  of  Octoher,  1914,  an  increase  of  91  deposits  and  ot 
$302,612  in  value. 

KOL&SSES  AS  A  VEKSAXBVCO  EXFOBI  AKHCLE. 

[CoDBol  A.  T.  HatiMrle,  Pemambnco,  Brasil,  Oct  2.] 

There  are  numerous  sugar  mills  in  the  Pemambuco  district  of 
Brazil,  and,  as  many  still  use  the  "  pan "  process,  there  is  a  large 
supply  of  molasses.  Practically  all  the  sugar  mills  operate  distilleries, 
producing  rum  and  alcohol,  for  which  there  is  a  local  demand.  The 
result  is  that  nearly  all  the  molasses  is  consumed  locally,  with  an 
average  price  of  about  $7.50  per  "  pipe  "  of  127  gallons.  The  price 
of  alcohol  naturally  establishes  the  price  of  molasses.  Alcohol  (test 
of  38'  to  42°  Cartier)  is  now  quoted  from  30  to  35  cents  per  "  Canada," 
1.43  gallons. 

Several  American  schooners  are  now  bringing  coal  from  Norfolk, 
Newport  News,  and  other  ports  and  returning  empty.  Some  ar- 
rangement might  be  made  with  the  owners  of  tiiese  vessels  for  car- 
rying barrel  staves  to  points  in  Brazil. 

It  is  believed  that  sugar  mills  generally  would  rather  export  the 
molasses  than  distil  it,  provided  the  return  were  equal  to  that  derived 
from  alcohol.  The  molasses  from  this  section,  however,  fennents 
much  more  readily  than  that  shipped  from  the  Barbados.  On  ac- 
count of  the  heat  in  transit,  therefore,  leakage  would  be  a  veiy  serious 
factor  unless  it  were  practicable  to  use,  say,  steel  drums. 

It  is  suggested  that  it  might  be  well  to  consider  the  possibility  of 
exporting  alcohol  from  Brazil,  instead  of  molasses,  inasmuch  as  the 
bulk  relation  between  molasses  and  alcoliol  (41°  Cartier)  is  as  3  to  1, 
and  also  because  this  would  eliminate  the  serious  problem  of  leakage. 


SIAH'S  PTTBCHASES  OP  IIT^CATIHO  OIL. 

IVtce  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangktdc  Sept  10.] 

According  to  statistics  furnished  by  the  Bangkok  customs  officials, 
imports  of  lubricating  oil  into  this  port  during  the  vear  ended  March 
31,  1915,  amounted  to  396,048  gallons,  valued  at  $114,264  gold,  as 
compared  with  333,934  gallons,  valued  at  $91,509,  in  the  proceeding 
fiscal  12  months.  The  value  of  those  imports  in  the  five  fiscal  vears 
preceding  1914  was  $15,480  for  1909,  $56,264  for  1910,  $57,649  for 
1911,  $52,565  for  1912,  and  $07,150  for  1913.  The  impoi-ts  during  the 
last  two  years  were  supplied  by : 


Imported  from— 

1913-14 

1914-15 

t61,lfi0 

W0.5W 

United  Khigdo-n  

2,827 

i6,;os 

i«.21S 
19,ft74 

Netberiuds  India  

6,»SC 

1M.917 

India  

17b 

13,7S6 

Imported  from— 


Oermany  

AH  other  countrfas 

Total  


1013-14  1914-15 


^4,799 

K33 


91,S03. 


a-'iJ 


114, ac* 
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CHIHESE  UABEET  FOE  AHESICAN  CONDENSED  KILE. 

tConsul  Q.  C.  HaoBOD,  Swatow,  Oct  11.] 

The  demand  in  this  district  for  tinned  milks  is  rapidly  increasing, 
and  this  increase  will  be  maintained  because  of  the  growing  fondness 
on  the  part  of  all  classes  of  Chinese  for  this  article. 

The  Chinese  maritime  customs  figures  for  the  importation  of  milk, 
condensed,  in  tins,  and  evaporated  cream,  for  the  last  five  years  are: 
1910,  21,197  dozen;  1911,  22,659  dozen;  1912,  20,544  dozen;  1913, 
27,921  dozen;  1914,  31,694  dozen.  These  figures  show  that  despite 
the  "  ups  and  downs "  of  trade,  due  to  revolutionary  and  other  dis^ 
turbances,  the  imports  of  this  article  are  constantly  increasing. 

The  milks  sold  in  this  market  are  Eagle  Brand  (American),  St 
Charles  Cream  (American),  Shepherds'  Brand  and  Milkmaid 
Brand  (Anglo-Swiss).  Milkmaid  Brand  seems  to  dominate  on  the 
local  market.  The  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Co.,  which  manu- 
factures this  brand,  has  established  strong  agencies  in  all  parts  of 
China.  This  district  is  supervised  by  the  Amoy  agent,  who  makes 
periodical  trips  to  Swatow.  At  Canton  and  Hongkong  there  are 
also  agencies.  The  Canton  office  has  adopted  the  plan  of  making  its 
young  traveling  salesmen  master  the  Chinese  language,  which  is  of 
great  help  in  establishing  and  supervising  native  agencies  and  in 
advertising  propaganda.  This  policy,  which  has  been  used  to  great 
advantage  by  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  and  the  British- American  To- 
bacco Co.,  has  borne  fruit,  as  the  increased  sales  of  Milkmaid  Brand 
testify. 

The  local  agency  is  in  the  hands  of  a  Chinese  firm,  which  also 
handles  Eagle  Brand  and  St.  Charles  Brand.  The  March  1,  1915, 
retail  price  list  of  this  firm  quoted  the  following  prices  per  can: 


Local 

Uezlcan. 

United 
States. 

Mexican. 

UnltMl 

sum.' 

Milk: 

Eagle  

to.  45 

.30 
.33 
.40 

.6S 

«0.17 
.11 
.14 
.LU 

.21 

UiUcmatd— ContlnaM. 

to.  28 
.28 
.CO 
.90 
1.2fi 
.80 

SO- 10 
.10 
.19 
.19 
.4S 
.30 

Cream,  St.  Charles  

UlUcmald  (Blue  Label}.. 
UUkmaid  (Black  LaM>. 
Hflkmaid: 

NesUe  Pood  

Tliese  prices  appear  comparatively  low  at  present. 

Tlie  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Co.  does  not  advertise  in  either 
of  the  two  local  vernacular  newspapers.  Tliere  is  forwarded  a  copy 
of  an  advertisement,  with  its  translation,  that  is  printed  daily  in  the 
Peking  Gazette,  Peking,  so  that  the  company's  style  of  advertisement 
may  be  shown.  The  trade-mark  or  "cliop,"  which  is  essential  for 
fixing  the  Chinese  mind  on  a  particular  brand  of  goods,  is  an  appro- 
priate girl  with  two  pails. 

Tlierc  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  enterprising  American  con- 
densod-inilk  manufacturers  should  not  be  able  to  compete  success- 
fully in  this  market.  The  article  is  a  food  product,  a  demand  for 
which  exists  and  can  be  increased  enormously  among  the  prosperous 
Chinese  of  this  part  of  Kwangtung  Province,  which  is  supplied 
through  Swatow.  A  certain  amount  of  patience,  the  expenditure  of 
some  money  for  advertising  purposes,  and  courage  to  bear  a  "  cut- 
rate"  campaign  that  may  m  inaugurated  bv  competitors  already  in 
the  field,  are  all  that  are  needed.  The  market  exists,  and  there  is  a 
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firm  established  here  willing  to  represent  an  American  house  in  this 
district.  This  firm  solidts  correspondence  on  the  subject. 

[The  address  of  the  Arm  will  be  furnished  and  the  copy  of  the  advertisement 
may  be  seen  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Goumierce ; 
refer  to  file  GS870.] 

COirV£BSZOII  OF  mSE  FEAT  INTO  KAZTTTBE. 

[Consul  Wesley  Frost,  Cork  (QneenBtown).  Oct.  26.] 

Irish  agriculturists  are  greatly  interested  in  the  alleged  discovery 
of  a  method  of  converting  ordinary  peat  into  a  highly  concentrated 
fertilizer  by  a  simple  and  inexpensive  bacterial  treatment.  The  dis- 
coverer is  Prof.  W.  B.  Bottomley,  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Society,  and 
his  experiments  have  been  indorsed  by  many  British  scientists  and 
organizations  of  high  reputation.  Prof.  Bottomley's  principle  is 
that  bacteria  facilitate  the  chemical  processes  connected  with  plant 
growth,  and  the  peat  bacterial  culture  immensely  facilitates  food 
absorption  by  vegetables  and  other  farm  crops.  He  has  exhibited 
specimens  of  mature  potatoes  grown  in  seven  weeks  by  the  use  of  the 
peat  fertilizer,  and  states  that  an  acre  of  land  troated  with  1  ton  of 
the  peat  manure  has  produced  41  per  cent  more  potatoes  than  an  acre 
treated  with  80  tons  of  ordinary  farm  manure.  The  maniifacture  of 
the  peat  fertilizer  is  so  simple  that  it  is  being  carried  on  by  a  man 
and  a  boy. 

The  British  Board  of  Agriculture  is  not  yet  convinced  that  the 
value  of  the  new  manure  has  been  demonstrated  on  a  broad  scale,  an<l 
consequently  has  declined  to  take  it  over.  A  commercial  company 
is  partially  organized,  but  Prof.  Bottomley  is  anxious  to  have  a 
national  committee  f<Hined  which  will  utilize  his  product  at  once. 
The  council  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Society  is  taking  steps  toward  the 
formation  of  such  a  committee. 

The  peat  supply  of  Ireland  has  been  much  reduced  during  the  past 
half  century,  and  if  cut  for  manufacture  into  fertilizer  on  a  large 
scale  there  is  some  qu^tion  whether  the  raw  material  would  hold 
out  for  more  than  a  few  ye&ts. 


BRAZIL'S  FUBCHASES  OF  FOBEiaN  COAL. 

[Couaal  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Oct.  19.] 

American  participation  in  the  coal  trade  of  Brazil  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  European  war  is  disclosed  by  the  following  tfU)le, 
made  up  from  statistics  gathered  at  the  various  ports  of  ttiis  Republic : 


Honths. 


August. 
8ppt«nit>cr. 
October, .. 
Nomnber., 
DMMnlMr, 


1914. 


yebroBiy. 


1915. 


From 
United 
States. 


Metrklaiu. 
6,3S7 
55,3J9 
32,412 
25,277 
19,630 

19,360 
17.073 


Total  Im- 
pots. 


Metric  lont. 
100,139 
116,910 
100,  £«I 
82,-139 
104,363 

89,  »1 

6i,4ge 


Uontha. 


March .. 
April..., 
May.... 
Jnne.... 
July.... 
August. 


1915. 


Total. 


From 
rtilt«d 
Stales. 


Metric  iMf. 
as,GK4 
34,141 
61,42S 
73,449 
101,394 
69,r,76 


Total  iwr 
ports. 


Metric  lorn. 
90.  IM 

11.%  450 
i:»,Hl« 

in.sn 

]2&,130 
118,749 


£G1,1G0  I  1,346,147 


Of  the  imports  during  the  13  months  under  review  Rio  de  Janeiro 
took  918,795  tons,  Santos  131,895,  Pemambuco  94,241,  Bahia  58,070, 
Para  40,798,  and  Rio  Grande  44,902  tons. 
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FOREIO  TAfilFFS. 

CAKADA. 

[Customs  Memorandum  No.  1966B,  Not.  6,  1916.1 
Temporary  Admission  of  Totirists'  Automobiles. 

The  provisions  regarding  the  temporary  admission  into  Canada 
of  tourists'  automobiles  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  1,  pp.  21-22, 
end  No.  3,  p.  92)  have  been  amended  as  follows: 

Whea  a  nonresident  owner  of  an  autom(Aile  manufactured  abroad  desires  to 
bring  Bucli  a  inacliine  into  Canada  for  a  stay  of  not  more  thnn  10  days,  he 
sliali  in  all  cases  report  at  the  customhouse  at  the  frontier  port  In  Canada 
and  present  a  certificate  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  who,  if  satisfied  that  the 
machine  is  imported  In  good  faith,  may  admit  the  same  without  formal  entry, 
tind  may  Issue  a  certificate,  in  duplicate,  the  original  to  be  given  to  the  owner, 
who  shall  present  it  to  the  collector  at  the  port  of  departure  from  Canada. 

The  new  provision  is  an  extension  of  the  permission  granted  under 
t-he  former  regulations,  which  allowed  temporary  free  admission  of 
automobiles  for  a  period  not  exceeding  seven  days.  The  following 
is  a  facsimile  of  the  certificate  to  be  signed  by  tourists  taking  ma- 
chines into  Canada: 

Ko  

anoK  xxn  cEMincAn 

TOtntlSTS'  AUTOUOBILES  AND  OUTFIT 
tanportwf  at  UN  pwt  of    ,191.... 


Uarka 
and 
numbera. 

DeMT^flon  of  RrUdcB. 

Value. 
1 

Bate. 

Duty. 
S 

Remarks  r»  ezportaUoo. 

N«w  York  or  other  State  Uccom  No.  . 

Outfll  (and  extra  parts),  tIc: 

Owner's  name  .' 

BesideDt  outside  ol  Canada  at  . 

I,  the  andarstnied    ,  tbe  owntr 

of  the  auiomobile  and  outfit  above  described,  do  oertif r  that  the  formoinc  statement  truly  sets  forth  tbs 
description  and  values  of  the  automobile  and  outfit  imported  by  or  on  behalf  of  tbe  owner  above  named 
who  is  only  a  lcmpor.iry  visitor  in  Canada  and  resldo*  outside  ot  Canada  as  above  staled:  Uiat  the  said 
twipr  is  not  connects!  with  any  automobile  business:  that  the  machine  b  not  to  be  used  for  any  com- 
merdol  or  business  pursuits  whatever  while  In  Canada,  and  shall  be  exported  Irom  Canada  wlUiln  10 
days  from  the  dale  of  this  report. 

[Date  stamp.]  SIgnatum.  

Permission  Is  granted  lo  use  the  above  automobile  and  outfit  tor  touring  purpwcs  In  Canada  under  tbe 

condiUons  above  stated. 

 ColUetor. 

Note.— Tbis  certlflcato  to  bo  retfiined  by  the  owner  and  presented  to  tbe  colleelor  of  customs  at  tlie 
pwtof  exit,  who  will  note  exportation  ol  machine  and  mail  to  cjUeclor  of  customs  at  port  of  entry. 

CERTinCATE  BESFECTINO  EXPORTATION. 

I,  (owner  or  agent),  do  scdemidy 

dedare  that  tbe  identical  automobile  and  outfit  herelnbefote  described  are  now  presented  for  Inqwotkn 

and  exportation  at  tbe  frontier  pra-t  ctf  

(Date  stamp.]     this  day  of  

Signature  


,19. 


The  nbore  automobile  and  outfit  have  been  Identified  to  my  satisfaction  and  bavo  been  exported 
Uvouch  Ibis  port. 

Bigoalure  , 

Oulomt  Oj/ker, 
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IConmd  timnj  A.  CODBiit,  Windsor,  Ontario,  Nov.  17,  1916.] 

Commencing  November  9,  1915,  American  tourists  traveling  in 
Canada  in  automobiles  will  be  allowed  to  stay  10  days  witliout  giving 
bond  for  the  reexportation  of  their  cars,  instead  of  7  days  as  under 
the  r^ulations  in  effect  during  the  last  few  years. 

The  collector  of  customs  at  Windsor  believes  that  the  change  will 
result  in  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Americnn  tourists  entering 
Canada,  and  will  offset  the  increased  license  fees  for  automobiles 
that  went  into  effect  at  the  beginning  of  1915. 

During  1914,  when  the  fee  was  Hxed  on  the  Ant-rate  plan,  3,200 
licenses  were  issued  to  American  citizens  at  the  port  of  Windsor, 
according  to  the  statement  of  the  local  collector  of  customs.  It  vrna 
estimated  by  the  Canadian  Government,  after  an  investigation,  that 
each  automobile  carrying  tourists  from  the  United  States  contained 
on  an  average  four  passengers.  The  daily  expense  of  each  passenger 
was  placed  at  $6,  so  that  the  approximate  daily  amount  spent  by 
American  tourists  entering  Canada  by  way  of  Windsor  was  $64,000. 

The  new  license  fee,  based  on  horse  power,  resulted  in  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  licenses  issued  by  the  customs  officers  at  Windsor 
to  1,800  for  the  current  year.  The  revenue  derived  by  Ontario 
business  houses  from  tourists  was  cut  in  two  this  year,  and  the  new 
license  fees  are  blamed  for  this  loss. 

[Ifancbestar  Quraian,  Oct  28,  1815.] 
KestrlotloM  on  Bzpwts. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  in  Denmark  whereby  the  staple 
exports  of  that  country^  of  which  Great  Britain  has  been  a  heavy  con- 
sumer, are  not  to  be  entirely  diverted  from  their  normal  destinations, 
because  of  unusual  economic  conditions  occa^oned  by  the  war.  The 
following  explanation  of  the  situation  as  regards  exports  was  fur- 
nished by  the  Danish  Agricultural  Commissioner  in  London: 

The  dlfBculty  of  keeping  up  the  trade  with  Englana  arose  from  the  fact  that 
from  September  onward  the  Oermans  and  Anstrians  have  been  anxious  to  bay 
the  butter  at  a  shilling  a  pound  higher  price  than  could  be  realized  here.  An 
order  was  issued  on  the  11th  Instant  by  the  Danish  Minister  of  Justice  prohibit- 
ing the  export  of  butter  except  through  such  firms  as  were  authorized  by  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  on  conditions  prescribed.  Only  those  firms  will  be 
authorized  which  give  a  declaration  to  a  Joint  committee  of  the  trade  and  the 
dairy  associations  that  they  wiU  divide  tlioir  exports  lietwetm  tlie  markets  to 
the  west  and  to  the  south  in  a  proportion  fixed  by  the  joint  committee,  and  will 
send  a  signed  declaration  with  each  consignment  stating  the  quantity  and  des- 
tination. These  declarations,  collected  by  the  customs,  will  enable  the  Joint 
committee  to  check  the  export  and  to  see  that  the  prescribed  proportion  comes 
here.  A  similar  arrangement  was  made  In  March  with  regard  to  Danish  bacon. 
Alttaoafi^  60  per  cent  higher  prices  ciin  be  rculisted  in  other  markets  for  both 
bacon  and  butter,  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the  bacon  comes  here,  and  It  is 
hoped  that  the  butter  will  soon  again  come  here  In  the  mme  proportion.  It  is 
described  as  a  very  uncommercial  and  extraordinary  aiTangenient,  necessitated 
by  the  state  of  war,  involving  a  very  heavy  weekly  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the 
Danes,  but  made  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  trade  with  the  old  customera 
and  for  other  ulterior  reasons. 

KEW  ZEALAND. 
[Ctaintl  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnsloir,  AacUand,  Sept  fl,  1915.1 
Tariff  Obai^f, 

According  to  a  telegram  received  from  the  American  Consul  Gen- 
eral at  Auckland  Kovember  8, 1915,  the  recently  proposed  changes  in 
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the  New  Zealand  customs  tariff  (referred  to  in  Commebce  Reports 
for  Sept.  21,  1915)  have  been  enacted  with  certain  modifications 
and,  under  the  provisions  of  a  previous  resolution,  are  to  be  effec- 
tive from  August  27, 1915. 

As  shown  in  the  table  below,  electrical  machinery  and  appliances 
imported  from  countries  subject  to  the  general  tariff,  including  the 
United  States,  are  subject  to  increased  duties,  and  chassis  for  motor 
vehicles,  formerly  admitted  free,  are  now  dutiable,  while  the  rates  on 
bicycles,  motorcycles,  and  fittings  therefor  have  been  reduced.  The 
proposed  duty  on  mineral  oils  was  not  adopted.  Besides  certain 
changes  in  the  classifieatioa  of  spirits,  oils,  bicycle  fittings,  and  mate- 
rials for  the  manufacture  of  carriages,  wagons,  and  motor  vehicles, 
the  following  changes  in  rates  have  been  made,  and  it  is  stated  in  the 
telegram  from  the  Consul  General  at  Auckland  that  a  general  surtax 
of  1  per  cent  ad  valorem  is  to  be  imposed,  presimiably  applying  to  all 
imports,  free  as  well  as  dutiable.  The  preferential  rates  are  Timit<k[ 
to  miports  from  tlie  United  Kingdom  and  certain  British  colonies. 


Tarts 
No. 

ArUd«.« 

New  rates. 

OldnUL 

GMMial. 

British 
prefer^ 
enUal. 

British 
prefer- . 
•BUaL  . 

1«9 

170 

exi90 

385 

Cordlitls,  blttm,  ligueun,  splrtta,  »nd  sptritoom  mix- 
tures  aid  flaTormic  mraoM,  wd  fruits  preserved 
with  alcohol »  (tariff  No3.  33, 33,  «.  4S,  47,  4S,  40,  £3, 
64),  per  proof  cr  liquid  eaUon,  ao?ordine  (o  tl:fl  oase.. 

Electrical  machinery  and  apiduncjs,  Including  gener- 

Bicyclss.  Iricjcles.  motor  cycles,  side  cars,  and  parts 
tbertot.not  spedfled  

Uotor  vehicles  fcr  rood  Irafllc,  not  specified,  Includlne 
motor  cars  and  motor  carrlnkos,  and  bodies  for  motor 

Ms. 
Pereeiu, 

.  a 

20 

SO 
20 

10 
» 

17r. 
Per  cent. 
10 

10 

10 

10 

Free. 
10 

Ita. 

PtTcerU. 
15 

ao 
ao 

FlM. 

so 
ao 

Iflu 

PaernL 
10 

ao 

91 

rnt. 

Free. 
FM. 

Ffttlnes  for  bicycles,  tricycles,  and  motor  oyttei  (Indod- 
Ing  bandlsbars,  plain  forgings  and  Blamplngs,  rims 

•  Rubber  tires,  solid  and  pneumatlo,  tor  vtiMtt  et  all  kinds,  faidadlng  motor  cycles  Mtd  bieydet 

eoolinue  exempt  from  duty, 
b  Frulis  preseni'od  with  ucohol  are  subject  to  an  additional  duty  ot  25  per  cent  ad  valorem. 


HOIIOH-PICTUBE  SiriTATION  IN  COSTA  BICA. 

[Consal  C.  Donaldson,  Port  LImon,  Oct.  5.1 

French  and  Italian  films  are  almost  universally  in  use  at  the  mo- 
tion-picture theaters  of  Port  Limon  ond  district.  However,  it  is  pat- 
ent to  any  observer  that  when,  at  rare  intervals,  an  American  film  is 
exhibited  tlie  general  public  prefers  it  to  those  of  European  produc- 
tion; yet  the  latter  have  the  "right  of  way,"  and  either  on  account 
of  cheapness  or  because  of  prejudice,  are  about  the  only  films  seen. 
As  a  result  of  this  disregard  of  public  opinion  the  motion-picture 
business  is  falling  off,  and  now  an  exhibition  only  once  or  twice  a 
week  foils  to  attract  an  audience  and  the  theaters  are  almost  empty. 

The  custom  in  tliis  country  has  been  for  one  firm  [whose  address 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  67737]  to  import  all 
the  films,  which  afterwards  are  shown  in  turn  in  the  dinerent  theaters 
in  Costa  Rica. 
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VEHEZITEIA'S  TBABE  IH  BEFINED  SXTOAB. 

[Cmunl  Bomer  Brett,  La  Ooalra,  Oct  18.] 

The  Venezuelan  import  tariff,  with  all  surtaxes  added,  taxes  mus- 
covado sugar  at  the  rate  of  $3.42,  and  white  or  refined  sugar  at  $10.27 
per  100  pounds,  gross  weight.  The  retail  price  is  25  cents  per  kilo  or 
approximately  12  cents  per  pound,  for  the  domestic  product,  which  is 
fairly  white  but  lumpy.  Importations  of  refined  sugar  were  147,000 
pounds  for  1913  and  49,492  pounds  for  the  six  months  ended  Jime  30, 
1914. 

As  there  are  2,800,000  people  in  Venezuela,  it  is  seen  that  in  the  ex- 
ceptionally prosperous  year  1913,  the  per'  capita  importation  of  re- 
fined sugar  was  only  one-eighteenth  of  a  pound.  Apart  from  the  pur- 
chases of  diplomatic  officers,  the  Government,  and  others  entitled  to 
customs  exemptions,  it  was  confined  to  cut  loaf,  confectioners'  and 
fnncy  grades  not  produced  locally,  as,  in  ordinary  grades,  the  coun- 
try maRes  more  than  is  needed  for  consumption,  and  the  high  retail 
price  is  maintained  only  by  a  combination  of  producers  that  export 
all  surplus.  As  five  modern  centrals  are  about  to  begin  operations 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  increased  importations. 

A  g^reat  deal  of  sugar  is  consumed  in  Venezuela,  but  nearly  all  of 
it  is  m  the  form  of  the  brown  cakes  Itnowu  as  "  papelon."  Some  of 
these  are  exported  to  England,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  demand  for 
them  elsewhere  abroad.  Trinidad  ships  some  brown  sugar  to  the 
eastern  ports  of  the  Republic.  It  is  not  believed  that  there  is  any 
sugar  trade  in  Venezuela  large  enough  to  interest  a  manufacturer. 
It  is  purdiased  in  small  lots  by  all  wholesale  grocers,  nearly  always 
through  export  houses  in  New  York,  whidi  give  from  four  to  six 
mimths*  credit. 

[Lists  of  wholesale  grocers  In  I>n  Ouairn,  Cfiracns,  Carupano,  Cumana,  and 
Ctndad  Bolivar  uiay  be  obtuinwl  from  the  Bureau  of  Porelfin  nnd  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  Its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  flic  No.  CSOSo.  Up-to-date  lists  of  business 
hoiH»  la  La  Gunira  and  Caracas,  Venezuela,  may  also  be  found  in  the  "  Supple- 
ment to  the  Trade  Directory  of  South  America,"  recently  Issued  by  the  Bureau. 
This  publication  Is  for  sale  at  5  cents  per  copy  by  tbo  Suiierintendent  of  Docu- 
ments, GoTenunent  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C.,  or  by  the  branch  olBces 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 


The  ore  bodies  in  British  Columbia,  it  is  found,  extend  to  a  greater 
depth  than  would  have  been  thought  possible  10  years  ago.  Vice 
Consul  Woodward  of  Vancouver  reports  that  the  Kossland  mines 
and  mines  in  the  coast  district  have  been  developed  to  a  depth  of 
2,200  feet,  the  Slocan  mines  to  more  than  1.000  feet,  a  mine  on 
Texada  Island  to  1^00  feet,  and  numerous  others  to  considerable 
depths. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bniean  of  Foreign  and  SomeBtio  Commerce. 

Sev  Tork,  Koom  409  TTnlted  Btatei  C-astomtaonse ;  Boiton,  eighteenth  flow 
ITiiited  States  Ciutomlioase;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  BalldlBg;  Bt  I.011I1,  40S  Third 
national  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  S21  Tost  Office  Building;  ITew  Orleans,  1020 
Hiberaia  Bank  Building;  San  Franoisco,  806  TTnlted  States  Cnttomhoase;  Seattle, 
883  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
neroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Ccmmerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  CMnmeree; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FOREIGN  TEADE  OPPOETTTNITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  may  be  obtainM  from  the  Bureau  and  Its  liraack 

offices.] 

Codfish,  No.  19364. — An  American  consular  officer  Id  spaIn  reports  that  two 
firms  in  that  country  are  desirous  of  l>eing  placed  in  communication  with 
exporters  of  codfish,  with  a  view  to  importing  the  commodity.  Correspoud- 
ence  in  Spanisli  Is  preferred.  Cable  addresses  are  also  given. 

Tape  No.  19365.— A  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  C!ommerce  reports 
that  o  man  in  the  United  Kingdom  wishes  to  be  placed  in  communication 
with  manufacturers  of  tayte  to  be  used  iu  making  hospital  tents.  A  sample 
of  the  tai>e  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bareaa  or  Its  branch  offices. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  860.) 

Wool  grease,  No.  19366. — A  commerclQl  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  he  is  in 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  In  South  Africa  stating  that  It  desires  to  be 
placed  in  communication  with  American  importers  of  wool  grease.  It  is 
stated  that  1,600  to  2,000  pounds  a  mouth  can  be  supplied. 

Ferryboat,  No.  19367. — A  report  from  an  American  consulor  officer  In  Honduras 
states  that  a  nian  in  Ills  district  desires  to  purchase  a  small  steamboat.  Tbe 
boat  would  have  to  be  shipped  In  sections  to  Puerto  Cortes,  then  transported 
overland,  over  the  roughest  kind  of  mountain  roads,  and  reassembled  at 
point  of  destination.  It  must  be  of  light  draft,  to  permit  landings  at  shallow 
points,  and  is  to  be  used  to  transport  passengers,  stock,  and  freight  Oorre- 
spoDdence  Id  Spanish  is  preferred. 

Laundry  toap,  No.  19368. — A  firm  In  Italy  wishes  to  establish  commwdal  rela- 
tions with  manufacturers  of  laundry  soap  with  a  view  to  eecuring  an  ex- 
clusive agency.  Iteferencefi  are  furnished.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Eng- 
lish. 

Device  to  prevent  pipes  from  freezing,  No.  19369.— An  American  consular  officer 
in  Chile  reports  that  an  engineer  in  charge  of  waterworks  desires  samples. 
Illustrations,  prices,  and  catalogues  of  devices  for  preventing  the  freezing 
and  bursting  of  water  pipes.  The  devices  are  to  be  used  princlpolly  on 
small  house  connections  about  1  Inch  or  less  in  diameter,  in  the  installation 
of  water  meters.  It  is  stated  that  the  temperature  seldom  goes  below  16 
degrees  Fahrenheit. 

MacMnerv,  crmatruction  material*,  etc..  No.  19370, — ^A  r^rt  from  an  American 
consular  officer  In  Chile  states  that  a  firm  desires  to  act  as  representative 
■    or  agent  of  manufacturers  of  machinery,  eonstructlon  materials,  oI\b,  rice, 
and  food  products.   Correspondence  and  literature  should  be  in  Spai^ 

or  German.   References  are  furnlshetl. 

Caoutchouc  articlest  leather  bags,  etc..  No.  19371. — A  commercial  agent  In 
charge  of  the  Chicago  branch  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  company  In 
France  desires  eatoktgues,  prices,  and  terms  for  sole  agency  of  cnoutcbonc 

articles  for  medicinal  use,  women's  mcHli  and  leather  bags,  and  pocketbooJis. 

Papa;  hardtcare,  etc.,  Ko.  1937'2. — A.  report  from  a  commercial  attache  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  states  that  an  American  residing  in  Chile  de- 
sires to  Oct  as  i-epresentative  of  firms  manufacturing  paper,  hardware,  or 
any  other  line.  It  is  stated  that  he  lias  had  considerable  experience  In 
dealing  with  Spanish  i)epple.   References  are  given. 

Post  cards,  No.  10373. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that  a 
sales  agent  in  Prance  desires  to  purchase  picture  post  cards  with  or  with- 
out texts  In  the  Frcncli  lanRunge.  "  Beauty  types "  of  women  drawn  by 
popular  American  artists  sell  well.  The  cards  should  be  artistic  in  sub- 
ject, coloring,  and  finish,  ns  well  as  of  good  stock. 

Cotton,  silic,  and  icoolcn  goods,  etc..  No.  19374. — A  report  from  an  American 
consular  officer  states  that  a  man  In  Persia  desires  to  establish  commercial 
relations  with  manufacturers  of  cotton,  silk,  ami  woolen  goods,  boots,  and 
shoes.  Samples,  prices,  and  terms  should  be  sent  at  once. ,  Correspondence 
may  bo  in  Kngllsli. 
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CONSULAR  WOBE  SEllS  AUERICAN  GOODS  IN  BENUAKE. 

As  the  result  of  Trade  OppOrtimities  forwarded  by  the  consulate 
general  at  Copenhagen  and  other  trade-extension  efforts  by  that  office, 
17,000  worth  of  American  motor  equipment,  $2,000  worth  of  Ameri- 
can plows,  6,000  tons  of  steel  wire,  $2,500,  worth  of  wax,  $5,000  worth 
of  coffee,  sugar,  and  cocoa,  $380,000  worth  of  cottonseed  cake,  and 
$6,000  worth  of  leather  goods  have  been  sold  in.  that  Danish  port. 
Letters  received  by  Consul  General  E.  D.  Winslow  tell  of  other  trade 
that  has  been  secured  by  exporters  in  the  United  States  through  in- 
formation supplied  by  him  but  do  not  specify  the  particular  articles 
dealt  in. 

BSOUGHT  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

[Consul  B.  A.  WflkcBetd,  Tort  Elizabeth,  Oct.  «.] 

While  much  has  been  written  concerning  droughts  in  South  Africa 
it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  conditions  in  certain  sections  of  the  Port 
Elizabeth  district  ever  were  worse  than  at  present.  Many  thousand 
cattle  and  small  stock  have  already  been  lost  and  the  situation  is 
daily  becoming  'worse.  Unless  relief  is  experienced  soon  in  the 
dryest  sections,  there  will  be  practically  no  stock  left. 

Probably  cattle  have  felt  the  effects  least  of  all,  and  sheep  are 
supposed  to  have  suffered  less  than  ostriches  and  Angora  goats.  Last 
week  Mr.  Ilurndall,  president  of  the  Angora  Goat  Farmers'  Asso- 
ciation, estimated  that  400,000  head  of  small  stock  had  perished  in 
the  Jansenville  and  Aberdeen  districts  alone.  Ostriches  have  suf- 
fered heavily,  but  the  supply  of  feathers  on  the  local  market  is  quite 
sufficient  to  supply  all  demands.  The  welfare  of  the  farmer  means 
the  welfare  of  the  whole  district.  Consequently,  with  decreased 
production  and  slightly  inferior  grades,  it  is  difficult  to  be  optimistic 
regarding  the  business  outlook. 

Rains  nave  fallen  in  Port  Elizabeth  and  vicinity  and  in  certain 
country  districts  during  the  last  few  days,  but  apparently  the  worst- 
stricken  places  have  not  had  rains.  At  present  the  weather  indica- 
tions are  for  further  rains,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  drought  ma 
yet  be  broken  before  it  is  too  late. 
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EXPORTS  FEOU  SHAHGHAI  TO  UNITEI)  STATES. 

[Consul  C.  B.  Gauss,  detailed  as  vice  consnl,  Shanchal.  China,  Oct  12.1 

The  exports  from  Shanghai  to  the  United  States,  as  declared  at  this 
consulate  general  during  the  half-year  ended  June  30, 1915,  amounted 
to  $12.4")!),656,  United  States  currency,  an  increase  of  more  than 
$4,000,000,  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
1 914.  Of  this  $4,000,000  increase,  however,  more  than  $2,000,000  is  ac- 
counted for  by  gold  shipments  from  the  banks  to  the  United  States; 
$840,557  represents  shipments  of  crude  antimony  and  antimony  regu- 
ius,  and  almost  $r)00,0(X)  is  for  sliipments  of  indigo. 

The  statistics  for  July  and  August,  1915,  show  equally  high  in- 
creases over  the  shipments  fop  1914,  Julv  figures  having  reached 
$3,109,9']  8,  compared  with  $l,3(i5.345  m  1914,  and  those  for  August, 
$3,598,30.),  compared  with  $1,510,044.  These  increases  also  are  due  to 
gold  shipments,  amounting  to  about  $1,500,000,  and  to  dyestuff  ship- 
ments, equalling  $800,000  m  two  months. 

During  the  eight  months  ended  August  31,  more  than  $3,700,000  in 
gold  bars  left  Shanghai  for  the  United  States;  nearly  $1,000,000  in 
antimony  shipments,  and  $1,300,000  in  indigo. 

Yarlotis  Interesting  Increases  in  Shipments. 

Tliere  were  other  interesting  increases  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  as,  for  instance,  in  bristle  shipments,  which  increased  from 
$38,068  in  1914  to  $90,671  in  1915;  egg  albumen  shipments,  which 
reached  $275,000  in  1915,  as  compared  with  $157,779;  and  large  in- 
creases in  the  shipments  of  musk,  peanuts,  skins,  sausage  casings,  bean 
oil,  and  pongee  silks. 

There  were  decreased  shipments  of  eggs,  which  in  1914  were  valued 
at  $355,571  and  in  1915  at  $77,768.  This  is  accounted  for  partly  by 
the  lack  of  shipping  facilities  and  partly  by  the  fact  that  the  egg 
shipments  from  Chma  are  understood  "not  to  have  been  a  complete 
success  in  the  United  States.  Cottonseed -oil  shipments  fell  off  from 
$480,615  in  1914  to  $258,805  in  1915.  Tea  shipments  fell  off  during 
the  first  half  year,  as  compared  with  1914,  but  there  were  increased 
shipments  in  August. 

Wool  shipments  increased  from  $617,278  to  $1,022,735,  but  there 
were  no  other  increases  or  decreases  of  particular  importance. 


XABACHI  HAT  B0T  AMERICAN  EIECTBICAL  SUFPUES. 

[Consul  Jamea  Oliver  Lalng.  KaracU,  India,  Oct.  7.] 

Conferences  have  been  held  here  with  a  representative  of  a  local 
firm,  with  the  object  of  clearing  up  certain  banking  and  credit  mat- 
ters. The  firm  has  also  been  supplied  with  catalogues  as  a  means  of 
obtaining  a  possible  $50,000  order  for  American  electrical  supplies. 
The  house  intends  taking  up  this  business  on  a  large  scale,  and  prob- 
ably will  order  in  tlie  United  States.  This  electrical  branch  has  not 
developed  sufUcientl^  to  be  called  a  success^  but  a  firm  so  wealthy 
and  influential,  showing  an  interest  in  American  goods,  may  produce 
important  results. 

[The  name  of  the  flrm  mentioned  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  FordgD 
and  Domestic  Ck>mmerce  or  Its  branch  offices.   Refer  to  fi\o  Xo.  GDU.'Vi.] 
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DEICAND  FOB  AUERICAN  SACKS  FOB  SHIFFING  OBE. 

(CoDBUl  ThomaR  W.  Toetter,  Aatofagasta,  Chile.  Oct.  20.1 

There  is  considerable  delaj  here  in  securing  supplies  of  jute  sacks 
from  India,  such  as  are  used  to  ship  concentrates  of  tin,  and  the  price 
of  metal  sacks  has  risen  considerably.  It  has  been  suggested  that  pos- 
sibly supplies  of  sacks  made  from  cotton  could  be  obtained  in  the 
United  States,  to  serve  acceptably  for  shipping  tin  ores,  etc.  Im- 
portant characteristics  of  a  sample  forwarded  are  the  close  weave  and 
weight,  which  give  the  requisite  strength  for  shipping  heavy  ores  and 
prevent  leakage  of  fine  ores ;  the  method  of  finishing,  which  leaves  the 
small  opening  at  the  middle  of  the  top,  for  the  insertion  of  the  fun- 
nel through  which  the  sack  is  filled,  and  the  strings  left  for  finishing 
the  closing  of  the  filled  bag.  Cotton  bags  to  compete  with  the  jute 
diould  be  finished  the  same  way. 

The  tin  concentrates  are  as  fine  as  sand  in  some  cases,  and  heavy. 
The  size  of  the  bags  should  be  that  of  the  sample,  although  sizes  one 
or  two  inches  smaller  in  width  and  length,  as  well  as  some  a  little 
larger,  are  also  used.  The  Bolivian  coat  of  arms  is  generally  printed 
on  one  side,  for  shipments  from  that  country,  though  in  some  cases  it 
is  omitted.  If  tJbie  United  States  can  supply  an  article  like  that  sub- 
mitted, or  one  of  the  sanie  style  and  size,  of  some  other  fabric,  which 
will  serve  the  purpose,  samples  with  prices  should  be  sent  to  addresses 
which  are  forwarded. 

[Tbe  sample  mentlooed,  which  Is  of  Jute  and  was  made  and  finished  In  India, 
wlil  be  loaned  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  Its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  68676.  The  list  of  firms  In  Chile 
and  Bolivia  using  such  bags  may  also  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch 
offices  vnder  the  same  flle  number,] 


OBAKaE  AKB  BAISIH  UABEETS  SOUaHT  BY  ABVEBTISINQ. 

[CoDRUl  Fells  S.  S.  Johnson.  Klogston,  ODtarlo,  Not.  20.] 

The  California  Associated  Raisin  Co.,  which  for  the  past  two 
years  has  been  carrying  on  a  vigorous  advertising  campaign  in  Can- 
ada and  the  United  States,  with  the  object  of  popularizing  the  sale 
and  consumption  of  raisins,  comprises  more  than  6,000  growers.  The 
California  Orange  Growers  have  carried  on  a  similar  campaign  in 
Canada.  This  cooperative  advertising  of  raisins  and  oranges^  by 
voluntary  action  on  the  part  of  the  growers,  marks  a  step  in  the  direc- 
tion of  obtaining  new  markets  for  their  products.  It  will,  doubtless, 
be  a  growing  factor  in  the  marketing  of  other  American  goods  which 
were  not  considered,  heretofore,  advertising  possibilities. 


CUSTOUHOUSE  BBOEEBS  IN  BIO  SB  JANEIBO. 

A  list  of  customhouse  brokers  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  together  with  the 
names  and  addresses  of  their  respective  bondsmen,  has  been  for- 
warded by  Consul  General  A.  L.  M,  Gottschalk  from  that  city.  The 
list  is  published  in  the  supplement  of  the  Boletim  da  Alfandega  do 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  will  be  loaned  to  interested  persons  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  69066. 
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AXEBICAH  aOODS  FOFULAB  IH  WESTEBV  OBEECS. 

[Conral  A.  B.  Cooke,  PatzM,  OrMoe,  Oct.  28.] 

American  goods,  which  are  being  imported  into  the  Patras  district 
in  rapidly  increasing  C|uantities,  are  almost  without  exception  giving 
satisfaction  to  both  miportera  and  consumers.  Practically  every 
week  some  merchant  here  reports  to  the  consulate  the  excellent  quality 
of  some  American  product  which  he  is  handling.  Among  the  articlee 
approved  by  the  local  trade  within  the  past  few  wee^  are  staves, 
lumber,  sugar,  hosiery,  cabots,  antiseptic  cotton  and  gauze,  sulphate 
of  copper,  and  refrigerators.  Many  other  lines  are  apparently  giving 
no  less  satisfaction. 

Btavei  and  Lumber  Imported— Ebidl  of  Wood. 

The  staves  imported  are  usually  of  a  reddish  wood,  apparently 
beech.  They  are  a  finished  product,  except  that  they  are  not  beveled 
and  grooved  for  heading,  and  are  of  uniform  grade,  without  flaws 
or  knots.  They  are  superior  to  the  European  stave,  which  formerly 
held  this  market,  and  are  more  satisfactory  to  importers,  since  they 
are  of  lighter  weight  and  hence  pay  less  duty  at  the  customs,  and  be- 
ingpractically  finished  call  for  far  less  work  by  local  coopers. 

The  lumber  imported  has  been  of  white  pine  or  spruce.  American 
exporters  have  scored  a  good  point  on  this  market  by  having  the 
lumber  prepared  in  the  exact  dimensions  called  for  here.  The  result 
is  that  it  requires  much  less  labor  to  manufacture  the  cases,  for  which 
the  lumber  is  used  to  meet  demands  of  the  export  currant  market. 
Cotton  Goods  and  Hosiery — Antiseptic  Cotton  and  Oanze. 

American  cabots,  the  importation  of  which  began  here  in  1914,  are 
pronounced  by  local  dealers  superior  to  anything  in  that  line  seen  on 
this  market.  Trade  in  them  is  steadily  growing.  It  is  hoped  that 
they  are  merely  the  forerunners  of  American  cotton  goods  in  general. 

American  hosiery  appeared  here  this  year  for  the  first  time,  but 
may  now  be  seen  in  more  than  one  haberdasher*s  windows.  The  re- 
tailers are  quick  to  call  the  attention  of  their  customers  to  the  new 
American  goods.  Imports  thus  far  have  been  of  a  fairly  good  grade 
of  hose  and  half  hose,  together  with  some  coarser  grades.  One  of  the 
leading  haberdashers  stated  a  few  days  ago  that  his  first  order  had 
been  sold  off  in  a  most  satisfactory  way,  and  he  had  sent  in  orders  for 
a  further  supply. 

American  antiseptic  cotton  and  gauze  also  made  their  appearance 
here  for  the  first  time  this  year.  Both  are  proving  their  excellence. 
The  profirietor  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  important  pharmacies, 
commenting  a  few  days  ago  on  his  American  stock,  stated:  "The 
American  cotton  and  gauze  which  we  are  now  handling  are  superior 
to  anything  of  the  kind  we  have  ever  had,  although  we  have  handled 
these  articles  from  practically  all  the  leading  European  markets." 
Kerohants  Leamtnff  That  American  Pricei  are  SatUfaotory. 

American  goods,  with  a  few  conspicuous  and  some  inconspicuous 
exceptions,  have  until  recently  been  unknown  on  the  markets  of  this 
district,  which  had  their  well-established  channels  of  trade,  and  had 
been  accustomed  for  years  to  secure  supplies  of  various  sorts  from  the 
same  old  sources.  Until  recent  years,  communication  with  the  United 
States  was  indirect  and  slow.  Merchants  were  accustomed  to  look 
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upon  that  country  much,  for  instance,  as  they  are  disposed  to  look 
upon  Japan  now — as  a  country  too  remote  to  be  seriou^v  considered 
in  the  purchase  of  their  supplies.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  deep- 
rooted  idea  that  America  was  a  very  dear  country.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  the  surprise  with  which  the  local  merchants  frequently  learn, 
by  actual  test,  that  American  articles  are  quite  as  reasonable  and  as 
good,  sometimes  better,  than  those  they  have  been  accustomed  to  get 
n*om  other  markets. 


AHEEIGAN  CONSTTXAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Name, 

rust. 

Kiplra- 
thmof 
vtrna. 

Address. 

Qrac«,  WiOiainjr  

Dawsmt,  WnUam  

Peek,  WfllTsU  

Robwtson,  W.  Honry  

Ssmmons,  Thoinii!!  

Amoy,  China.  

rosarlo,  Arnntina.... 

Fort  Erte,  Canada  

BuecoB  Aim,  Argeii> 
tina. 

flharehai,  China  

Lonrenco  Uarqnes, 

Portuguase  East 

Africa. 

Dec.  31 

...do  

Dec.  16 

...do....- 
Jon.  31 
Job.  I 
Dec.  31 

Doc,  10 
Dec.  31 

Department  oT  State,  Waditagtmi,  D.O. 
Do. 

Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  Cltr  of 

New  Yorir,  Kaw  York  City. 
SOS  0  Dirldl  .*  venue,  St.  Paul,  If  Inn. 
Departmert  oT  State,  wuhlngton,  D.C. 
Lewes,  Del. 

Branch  ofl!co.  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  New  Yvrk, 

N.  Y. 
(") 

Ixitus  anb,  no  West  Fifty-seventh 
Street,  New  York  City. 

■Tbetour  of  Amerl<»n  cities  hy  Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  of  Shanghai.  Includes 
Rochester,  Nov  York,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Seattle,  and  Tacoma,  concluding  at 
the  latter  place  Dec.  10,  lt>16.  He  will  ctmter  with  buslneBB  men  at  these  places  who  ara 
internted  Id  trade  in  China. 


COAT  AND  HAT  HOOKS  FOB  SOUTH  AUEBICA. 

Special  Agent  S.  S.  Brill,  who  has  recently  returned  to  the  United 
States  from  a  tour  of  South  America  during  which  he  investigated, 
on  behalf  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  the 
market  for  hardware  in  the  southern  Republics,  brought  with  him 
samples  of  coat  and  hat  hooks  that  are  finding  a  sale  there.  One, 
designated  sample  No.  137,  is  a  japanned  hook  the  cost  price  of  which 
is  22  cents  United  States  currency  and  the  selling  list  price  32  cents 
per  dozen.  Another,  sample  No.  138,  is  a  fancy  nickeled  hook  cost- 
mg  59  cents  and  selling  for  75  cents  per  dozen.  Other  styles  which 
have  quite  a  lar^  sale  are  No.  223,  a  cast-iron  plain  japanned  coat 
and  hat  hook  priced  at  8J  cents  per  dozen,  and  No.  222,  also  of  cast- 
iron  japanned,  but  with  porcelain  laiobs,  priced  at  12  cents  per  dozen. 

These  sample  hooks  are  on  display  in  the  New  York  office  of  the 
Bureau,  where  they  may  be  inspected  by  interested  firms.  Ask  for 
the  numbers  given  above  under  file  No.  G92. 


Consul  John  A.  Gamon  at  Puerto  Cortes,  Honduras,  reports  that 
during  the  month  of  October  the  rate  of  exchange  prevailing  in  that 
port  was  35^  cents  gold  for  the  Central  American  silver  peso,  or  a 
premium  of  181.69  ^  the  American  gold  dollar. 
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JAFA2IESE  TOYS  AaAIN  SOUGHT  BT  OTHER  COTnfTRIES. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Advertiser,  Oct.  21,  forwarded  by  Conaol  Qenoal  George  H.  Sdd- 

more,  Tokohama.l 

The  Japanese  toy  trade  has  for  some  time  been  in  bad  straits.  This 
has  in  turn  caused  the  awakening  of  Japanese  manufacturers  to  the 
necessity  of  introducing  an  improvement  both  in  make  and  quality. 
As  a  result,  Japanese  toys  are  again  in  demand  abroad,  especially 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  The  supply  from  certain  European 
sources  for  the  United  States,  Australia,  Lngland,  and  the  South  Seas 
having  practically  stopped,  these  markets  are  now  asking  for  Jap- 
anese substitutes,  and  a  considerable  number  of  cases  is  being  shipped 
by  every  steamer.  Many  orders  are  arriving,  but  since  the  prices  are 
comparatively  low,  only  about  half  of  these  orders  are  being  filled. 

Apart  from  the  question  of  price,  the  weak  point  of  the  Japanese 
industry  is  still  its  small  scale,  and  any  bi^  order  can  not  be  met  at 
one  time,  even  by  a  combination  of  factories.  Most  factories  are  at 
present  busy  in  making  Christmas  toys  for  export.  In  an  ordinary 
year  Christmas  orders  would  long  ere  this  have  been  plaiced  and  com- 
pleted, but  this  year  orders  have  been  delayed,  and  the  factories  are 
still  busy.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in  Tokvo,  Yokohama,  Shid- 
zuoka,  and  Nagoya,  where  wages  are  higher  oy  15  to  20  per  cent. 
Moreover,  the  raw  materials  are  high  in  price,  and  the  manufactured 
toys  are  dearer  by  20  to  24  per  cent,  especially  if  made  of  celluloid, 
metal,  and  colored  paper,  these  materials  being  now  40  to  60  per  c«it 
higher  than  at  this  time  last  year. 

As  to  the  designs,  the  various  war  subjects,  such  as  miniature  aero- 
planes, gims,  torpedo  boats,  dirigibles,  and  soldiers,  find  most  favor, 
as  was  the  case  last  year.  At  present  the  demand  is  lar^st  in  the 
United  States,  where  it  is  mostly  met  by  the  Japanese.  It  is  said  that 
various  export  firms  in  Yokohama  are  receiving  orders  covering  sev- 
eral months  to  come. 

COSTA  RICA  SEEKS  FLOWER  AKB  TEOETABIE  SEEDS. 

[Consul  Samuel  T.  Lee,  San  3on€,  Cotta  Rica,  Oct.  9.] 

Flower  and  vegetable  seeds  are  now  being  imported  into  San  Jose 
principally  from  the  United  States.  Before  the  European  war, 
probably  50  per  cent  of  the  vegetable  seeds  came  from  France,  but 
most  of  the  flower  seeds  have  been  imported  from  the  United  States 
for  many  years.  The  lighter  seeds,  both  flower  and  vegetable,  are 
often  brought  in  by  parcel  post. 

Tlie  leading  importer  here  buys  chiefly  in  bulk,  and  uses  his'  own 
labels  and  packets  containing  cultural  instructions  in  Spanish.  The 
larger  jobbers  do  not  carry  seeds  in  stock,  but  import  for  their  cus- 
tomers as  ordered.  The  largest  importer  carries  a  big  stock  of 
flower,  vegetable,  and  grass  seeds  on  hand  at  all  times,  and  purchases 
some  of  his  varieties  from  points  as  far  away  as  Australia. 

Prices  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  New  Orleans  on  larger  shipments  are 
well  understood  by  local  dealers  and  c.  i.  f .  prices  are  unnecessary. 
Many  of  the  dealers  here  buy  for  cash,  to  take  advantage  of  liberal 
discounts. 

(Lists  of  importers  of  seeds  in  San  Jos6,  Puntorenas,  and  Cartage,  Oosta 
Rica,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  67788.] 
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NEW  GOVERITMENT  PTTBLICATIONS. 

'  The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  "Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  November  20  the 
following  new  United  States  Government  publications,  which  he  will 
sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Educational  Directory,  1915-1916,  Ethicatlon  Bureau  Bulletin  43,  1915.— List 
of  educational  Institutions  In  the  United  States,  includins  universities,  collesos, 
high  schools,  normal  schools,  kindergartens,  public  schools  for  the  bliod,  deaf, 
fe^le-mlnded,  etc..  with  list  of  oflictals.  Price,  paper.  20^. 

Exercitca  with  Plants  and  Animals  for  Southern  Rural  Schools,  Agriculture 
Department  Bulletin  305. — Outline  of  a  course  of  study  In  plant  and  auiinal  life 
in  rural  schools,  arranged  by  months.   Price,  paper,  15(?. 

Features  of  the  Sheep  Industries  of  VtiUcd  Stntat.  Neic  Zealand,  and  Aus- 
tralia Compared,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  313. — Covers  jcenernl  comll- 
tlona  of  sheep  Industry  In  New  Zealand,  Australia,  and  Unite<l  States,  em- 
bracing flock  management,  breeds,  wool,  sheep-raisers"  organizations,  etc.  Price, 
paper,  10^. 

The  Bonavtst,  Lablab,  or  Hyacinth  Bean,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin 
318. — Covering  cultural  characteristics,  seed  production,  varietal  characters,  and 
botanical  names.   Price,  paper,  5^. 

Inaeet  and  Fungous  Enemies  of  the  Orapc  East  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
Farmers'  Bulletin  284,  reprint. — Embraces  principal  Insect  enemies  of  the 
grai)e,  with  detailed  descriptions  of  tlfo  diseases  and  metliods  of  extermination, 
Including  insecticides,  fungicides,  spraying,  etc.  Price,  paper,  5(t. 

Qrasahoppers  and  Their  Control  on  Sugar  Beets  and  Truck  Crops,  Farmers' 
Bulletin  (SIX. — Including  general  description  of  the  grasshopper  problem  west 
of  the  Mississippi  Biver,  with  description  of  species,  habits,  natural  enemies, 
and  methods  of  control.   Price,  paper,  5^. 

Handling  and  Shipping  Citrus  Fruits  in  the  Gulf  States,  Farmers'  Bulletin 
690. — Practical  work  on  the  transportation  of  citrus  fruits.  Including  causes 
of  decay  in  transit,  prevention  of  losses,  Iiarvestlug,  pacliing,  and  shipping  oper* 
atlons,  field  handling,  packing-house  handling,  refrigeration,  precoollng.  etc. 
Price,  paper,  5if, 

Shippers'  Export  Declarations  and  Export  Procedure,  Issued  by  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce— Covers  a  reprint  of  Treasury  Decision 
35708,  with  the  addition  of  on  explanatory  introduction  by  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.   Price,  paper,  5(. 

Uniform  System  of  Accounts  for  Oas  Corporations  and  Electric  Corporations 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  prescribed  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1009,  Public 
Law  303,  first  issued  1909,  reprint — Prescribed  system  of  accounts  for  gas  and 
electric  corporations.    Price,  paper,  10^. 

Shot  Firing  in  Coal  Mines  by  Electricity  Controlled  from  0vtsi4c,  Jllnes 
Technical  I'aper  108— Covering  general  description  of  outside  shot-firing  system 
and  detail  description  of  some  systems  now  In  use.  Price,  paper,  5^. 

Sline-Vcntilation  Stoppings,  with  Especial  Reference  to  Coal  Mines  in  Illinois, 
Bureau  of  Mines  Bulletin  99,  prepared  by  Bureau  of  Mines  under  cooperative 
agreement  with  the  Illinois  State  Geological  Survey  and  the  Department  of 
Mining  Engineering  of  the  University  of  Illinois.   Price,  pnper,  10^. 

Portland  Cement  Materials  and  Industry  in  the  United  States,  Geological 
Survey  Bulletin  522.  reprint — Covers  tlie  Portland-cement  Industry  in  general, 
raw  materials,  Portland  cement  resources  of  United  States,  etc.   Price,  cloth,  65^ 

Excavation  Machinery  Used  in  Land  Drainage,  Agriculture  DepUrtnient  Bul- 
letin 300 — Practical  work  on  machines  for  dredging,  digging,  etc.,  covering 
development  of  excavating  machinery,  and  detailed  description  of  certain  types 
of  dredges.  Price,  paper,  lof. 


A  prominent  New  York  manufacturer  has  notified  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  of  his  success  in  securing  trial  or- 
ders for  his  wares  in  both  the  Canary  Islands  and  the  Azores  through 
the  efforts  of  the  American  consuls  stationed  there. 
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SIX  HOlTTHS  SIAMESE  TRADE  SHOWS  SECEEASE. 

[Vice  Consta  Cirl  C.  Haosen,  Bangkok,  Sept.  23.] 

The  total  value  of  all  imports  into  Siam  through  the  port  of  Bang- 
kok for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  was  $13,878,105,  against  $16,488,- 
883  for  the  corresponding  months  of  1914,  a  decrease  of  $2,610,778 
for  the  current  year.  This  decrease  was  accounted  for  by  the  loss  of 
$2,077,477  in  the  class  of  general  merchandise,  $77,685  in  alcoholic 
liouors,  and  $455,610  in  treasure. 

The  total  exports  for  the  January-June  period  of  1915  were  valued 
at  $19,741,379,  compared  with  $23,178,349  for  the  first  six  months  of 

1914,  a  decline  of  $3,436,970  for  1915,  the  decrease  amounting  to 
$2^52,947  in  rice,  $765,6-24  in  teakwood,  and  $217,970  in  other  exports. 

The  falling  off  in  imports  was  attributed  mainly  to  the  continued 
low  price  of  rice,  which  left  the  Siamese  farmer  no  surplus  with 
which  to  buy  foreign  goods.  The  general  advance  in  prices  and 
freights  also  caused  importers  to  restrict  their  purchases  abroad,  and 
finally  the  lack  of  adequate  and  suitable  shipping  facilities  greatly 
retarded  the  import  business.  The  results  were  especially  unfavw- 
able  in  the  case  of  imports  from  the  United  States,  for  the  reason  that 
tiiere  are  no  direct  sliipping  lines  between  the  United  States  and  Siam, 
and  on  account  of  the  war  the  customary  transshipment  of  goods  at 
British  ports  became  very  difficult. 
Destination  of  Kice  and  Teak  Exports. 

The  rice  and  meal  exports  for  the  six  months  under  review 
amounted  to  811,797  short  tons,  of  which  140,779  tons  were  shipped 
to  European  ports  and  671,018  tons  to  other  ports,  against  182^84 
tons  to  Europe  and  536,510  tons  to  other  ports  during  the  correspond- 
ing months  of  1914. 

Of  the  total  teakwood  exports  of  18,172  tons  for  the  first  half  of 

1915,  the  shipments  to  Europe  amounted  to  1,769  tons;  to  India  and 
Colombo,  12,123 ;  and  to  other  destinations,  725  tons. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  current  year  the  Siamese  prod- 
ucts invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  general  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States  were:  Hides,  35.917  pounds,  valued  at  $4,465  United 
States  gold ;  56,000  pounds  of  tungsten  ore,  value,  $12,851 ;  620,731 
pounds  of  white  pepper,  value,  $100,729;  and  14,616,332  pounds  of 
rice,  value,  $219,419. 

[An  article  ou  Siam's  frontier  trade  with  Burma  was  published  In  Coumebcb 
Bepobts  for  Nov.  24, 1915.] 

IKDOBSEMENT  OF  INSUBEB  AKD  C.  0.  B.  FABCELS. 

[AnnouQcement  to  poatmnsters  by  the  United  States  Post  Office  Department.] 

In  complying  with  the  instructions  contained  in  article  8,  page  80, 
of  the  July,  1915,  Postal  Guide,  it  is  not  sufficient  when  a  parcel  is 
presented  for  acceptance  for  insurance  or  collection  on  delivery 
merely  to  inquire  whether  it  contains  fragile  or  perishable  matter  or 
to  accept  the  statement  of  the  peison  presenting  the  parcel  that  it  con- 
tains "  Merchandise."  Postal  employees  must  ascertain  in  each  m- 
stance  what  articles  the  parcel  contains,  and,  if  fragile  or  perishable 
matter  is  inclosed,  shall  cause  the  parcel  and  each  coupon  of  the  in- 
surance tag  to  be  properly  marked.  The  question  of  whether  a  parcel 
shall  be  indorsed  is  to  be  determined  by  the  postmaster  or  postal 
employee  accepting  the  article  and  not  left  to  the  discretion  of  tha 
sender. 
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CHILE'S  DEHAHD  FOB  BOOFIHO  AKD  WALL  BOABD. 


[Consul  OeDeral  L.  J.  Keena,  TalpAntlso.  Sept  22.1 


Corrugated  iron,  plain  or  galvanized,  is  used  almost  entirely  as 
roofing  in  Chile.  The  import  statistics  for  1913  give  some  ides  of 
the  amount  of  this  material  used  in  the  country. 

Imports  of  corrugated  iron  in  sheets,  not  painted  or  galvanized, 
were:  From  Great  Britain,  1,063  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2^04.62 
pounds) ;  Germany,  30  tons;  Belgium,  69  tons;  United  States,  1,202 
tons;  total,  2,364  tons. 

Imports  of  corrugated  iron  sheets,  galvanized,  were:  From  Great 
Britain,  13,061  metric  tons;  Germany,  116  tons;  Belgium,  4  tons; 
United  States,  15,553  tons;  Argentina,  4  tons;  total,  28,738  tons. 

Galvanized,  corrugated  iron  now  sells  for  about  $6,  United  States 
currenCT,  per  quintal  of  101.4  pounds,  in  Valparaiso,  duty  paid  (duty, 
$0.99  U.  S.  currency  per  100  pounds) .  Before  the  war  the  price  of 
galvanized  corrugated  iron  was  $4.90,  United  States  currency,  per 
quintal.  The  cash  discount  on  these  prices  is  8  per  cent. 

There  are  two  reasons  for  this  general  use  of  corrugated  iron  for 
roofing  purposes — first,  becauscj  as  this  is  a  country  subject  to  period- 
ical earthquakes,  a  light  roofing  is  needed;  second,  because  the  heavy 
rains  in  central  and  southern  Chile  make  necessary  a  roofing  which 
will  g^ve  substantial  protection. 

To  introduce  any  other  type  of  roofing  in  Chile  would  be  difficult. 
Possibly  the  port  through  which  it  would  be  most  easy  to  introduce 
prepared  roofing  would  be  Antofagasta,  as  that  northern  section  of 
Chile  has  little  or  no  rainfall. 

Opportunity  for  Sale  of  Wall  Board  for  Ceilings. 

Chile  offers  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  introduction  and  sale 
of  wall  board  for  ceilings.  The  type  of  ceiling  generally  found  here 
is  of  matched  wood.  Earthquakes  make  it  impossible  to  use  plaster 
ceilings.  The  lumber  employed  for  ceilings  is  partly  of  native  pro- 


A  wall-board  ceiling  should  have  an  advantage  over  the  wooden 
ceiling,  both  in  the  matter  of  lightness  of  weight  and  ease  of  placing. 
Its  cost  in  this  country  would  depend  on  the  rate  of  duty  charged  on 
it  by  the  customhouse  authorities.  This  rate,  as  far  as  I  can  learn, 
has  not  yet  been  set.  Unplaned  pine  lumber  pays  a  duty  of  $0,066 
United  States  currency  per  square  meter. 

To  introduce  wall  board  for  use  in  making  ceilings  it  is  sug- 
gested that  the  manufacturers  take  the  matter  up  with  houses  which 
handle  building  material  in  Chile  and  have  offices  in  New  York. 
These  companies  could  give  a  practical  opinion  on  the  subject,  and 
also  establish  the  customhouse  rate  by  presentation  of  samples,  and 
would  be  in  a  position  to  plsux  and  handle  such  merchandise  through- 
out Chile. 

The  present  general  t^pe  of  construction  calls  for  the  use  of 
wooden  studding,  filled  in  with  adobe  bricks  for  all  inner  and  to 
a  considerable  extent  also  for  outer  walls  in  houses. 

[A  list  of  the  companies  that  handle  building  material  in  Chile,  and  also  have 
oBlceB  In  New  York,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Oommerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  6827a] 
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PROFITS  OF  DTSIA'S  COTTON  MIIlS. 

[Coneol  Carl  F.  Delchman,  Bombart  Oct.  16.] 

India  ranks  sixth  among  the  Trorld^s  cotton  yam  manufacturers, 
having  6,800,000  spindles.  Three-fourths  of  these  are  in  the  Bombay 

Presidency.  The  following  review  of  the  textile  industry  of  Bombay 
for  the  year  191  i  by  the  Times  of  India  is  therefore  of  much  interest: 

I  In  tho  figures  for  data  the  terms  "  InkhB"  oqual  one  hundred  thonBand,  and  "  crorw" 
ten  million,  and  the  fleureii  are  expreHfied  wKb  decimal  fractions.  The  price  is  expreesed 
Id  anBos,  wblcb  la  the  equivalent  of  an  Kngllsh  penny  or  2  ccnta  United  States  cur- 
rency.   The  Indian  bales  of  cotton  weigh  8U2  pounds.] 

We  have  In  India  about  271  milla,  about  ftS  lakhs  spindles,  104,000  looms,  em- 
ploying 260,000  hands,  and  consnuilng  about  2,140,000  bales  of  cotton.  We  pro- 
duced last  year  08.27  crore  pounds  of  yam.  Out  of  this  24.50  crores  went  for  the 
production  of  27.43  crore  iwuiuls  of  cloth,  19,79  crore  pounds  were  exported  to 
foreign  countries,  leaving  a  balance  of  about  23.97  crore  pounds  for  home  con- 
sumption. In  Bombay  Itself  we  have  30  lakhs  spindles,  about  49,000  looms,  em- 
ploying 110,000  hauda  and  cousunilug  10.78  lakhs  bales  ot  cotton. 

A  Slsappolntliis  Tear. 

The  year  under  review  was  a  dlsappolntli^  one  from  every  point  of  vlev; 
and  there  has  been  a  considerable  fall  In  the  proflts.  The  total  profits  came  to 
89.17  laklis  of  rui)ecs,  which  include  coninii.s.sIon  paid  to  the  agents,  24.75  lakha. 
If  yon  exclude  commission  the  net  profits  come  to  about  G4.42  lakhs  of  rupees. 
Out  of  the  above  net  profits,  weaving  is  responsible  for  56.89  laklis  of  rupees. 
You  will  thu.s  see  that  the  profits  earnotl  by  the  spinning  rotHs  are  next  to  noth- 
ing. They  coine  to  about  7.53  lakhs  of  ruj)ces,  although  the  David  Mills,  alono 
made  a  net  prolit  ot  7.34  lakhs.  Taking  a  group  of  15  spinning  mills  with  about 
6  lakhs  of  spindles  I  find  that  2.40  laklis  of  spindles  earned  a  profit  of  14.17 
lakhs  of  rupees,  while  the  rest  of  the  spindles  lost  9.6S  lakhs.  The  most  gratify- 
ing feature  of  the  result  for  1914  is  the  wage  bill,  which  came  to  2.87  crores  of 
rupees.  For  the  purpases  of  comparison,  I  will  give  you  the  following  table, 
which  will  show  the  progress  of  tlie  industry  from  a  money -making  point  of 
view.  Tlie  proflts  include  agents*  coroiuisslon. 


Year. 

Proflts. 

Spindles. 

Looms. 

3.47crot«s 

25.no  lakhs.... 
aa.l4  lakhs.... 
26.13  lakhs..,. 
27.34  lakhs .... 
28.00  lakhs..,. 

28.24  lakhs.... 
28.00  lakha.... 
28.85  lakhs..,. 

29.25  lakbs.... 
30.09  lakhs.... 

S3.000 

32.000 
36.000 

39,  mo 

43.000 
43.900 
43.400 

4a.2» 

3.14  crores 

l.S.^  crores  

1.31  crores  

1.21  crores 

.60  lakh  

.62  lakh 

2.fi0crorM  

L^crwaa  

,89iBkh 

Profits  Fall  Oif. 

You  will  -see  from  the  above  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  falling  off  la 
profits,  and  I  am  afraid  tho  year  1915  will  be  no  better;  If  anything,  worse. 
Several  yarn  mills  have  Rone  Into  liqttldation  and  a  few  others  will  follow.  Yarn 
and  cloth  have  both  been  disappointing,  but  the  former  has  been  losing  ground 
for  years  pa.st.  It  Is  strange  that  some  of  the  mills  which  liave  gone  Into  liquida- 
tion earned  gooil  profits  In  previous  yeai-s,  and  at  the  time  of  their  winding  up 
by  voluntary  liquidation  they  had  some  of  the  ablest  men  in  Bombay  oa  their 
boni-ds.  In  1905  Bombay  exiKtited  CQl  hiklis  bales  to  China ;  In  1013  we  export^ 
4.05  lakbs  bales ;  and  Inst  year  we  ex|)orted  3.24  lakha  bales.  Tlie  present  outlook 
is  far  from  bright.  There  lins  been  a  sudtlon  rise  !n  cotton,  which  has  Jumped  up 
some  75  rupees  \iev  sandy  (784  pounds)  In  about  six  weeks.  The  American  crop, 
which  for  the  i)i'evious  season  came  to  16,000,000  bales.  Is  now  reckoned  at  about 
12,000,000  and  under.  As  to  the  cotton  crop  In  India,  although  the  late  raina 
have  materially  improved  prospects,  it  is  still  expected  to  be  a  short  one.  A 
montb  ago  the  e^mated  stocks  of  cloth  were  put  down  at  2.60  laklis  balei^  and 
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our  annnal  prodacUon  Is  computed  at  5.5  lakbs  bales.  Owing  to  the  abnormal  rise 
In  cottoD,  dealers  have  shown  anxiety  to  clear  previously  purcliased  gooils, 
and  during  the  last  few  weeks  It  Is  reckoned  that  50,000  bales  have  been  cleared. 
The  stocks  of  yarn  in  China,  sold  and  unsold,  are  reckoned  at  1.25  lakhs.  There 
has  been  a  rise  of  li  anna  per  pound  In  yarn  and  about  1  anna  In  cloth,  owing 
to  the  rise  In  the  price  of  cotton;  but  In  spite  of  this  rise  there  Is  a  distinct 
loss  of  one-fourtb  anna  per  pound  in  yarn,  while  cloth  is  making  a  profit  of  one- 
half  anna  per  pound.  For  the  year  1D14  the  shareholders  of  the  yarn  mills  got 
a  dividend  of  4.7  per  cent  on  their  capital,  while  the  dividend  obtained  by  the 
shareholders  of  the  weaving  mills  came  to  5.88  per  cent  on  their  paid-up  ci^lts^ 

Ji^aneie  CompetttloiL 

The  wages  for  1912  were  2.6S  crores  per  annum ;  for  1913  they  came  to  2.47 
crores ;  and  for  1914, 2.87  crores  of  rupees.  The  ezdse  duty  paid  by  the  cloth  mills 
In  India  at  the  rate  of  3^  per  cent  came  to  24.50  lakhs  In  1905 ;  for  1014  tt  came  to 
56.33  lakhs.  Owing  to  the  war  and  cessation  of-  Imports  from  enemy  countries 
the  Government  and  the  people  appear  extremely  anxious  to  capture  some  of 
their  trade.  How  that  can  be  accomplished  in  the  absence  of  industries  which 
can  not  be  started  in  a  day,  and  which  could  not  stand  on  their  less  without  some 
kind  of  protection,  I  am  not  able  to  see.  It  Is  snid  that  Japan  Is  foi^ng  ahead. 
She  has  practically  driven  us  out  of  the  Chinese  market  In  yam.  and  she  is 
bound  to  monopolize  tiie  trade  which  Germany  and  Austria  are  losing.  The 
Government  is  at  the  back  at  the  Japanese  people. 


AHEBICAN  HUSTLE  OADTS  DTTaBAN  MOTORCYCLE  MABEET. 

[Consnl  William  W.  Masterson.  Durban,  Natal,  Union  of  Soath  Africa,  Aug.  23.] 

The  motorcycle  is  the  most  popular  vehicle  in  Durban.  A  larger 
number  of  them  are  now  seen  on  the  streets  than  of  motor  cars,  or  even 
bicycles.  Their  popularity  is  enhanced  by  the  side  car. 

An  excellent  opportunity  is  offered  for  American  manufacturers 
of  motorcycles  to  establish  agencies  in  Natal.  About  the  first  of  the 
year  an  American  6rm  of  motorcycle  manufacturers  established  an 
agency  in  Durban,  and  since  that  time,  by  advertising  in  the  papers, 
by  hustle,  and  by  reasonable  prices,  it  has  succeeded  in  establishing  a 
remarkably  successful  trade,  until  now  fully  half  the  motorcycles 
seen  on  the  streets  are  of  this  company's  manufacture. 

These  particular  American  machines  are  made  to  retail  at  £50 
($243.33).  The  agent  has  informed  this  consulate  that  another  ship- 
ment, consisting  of  120  machines,  will  arrive  this  month,  and  that  at 
this  time  100  have  been  delivered  and  paid  for. 

This  firm  of  American  motorcycle  manufacturers  has  a  repair 
shop  in  connection  with  its  salesrooms,  so  that  when  a  part  is  broken, 
or  becomes  worn  out,  rei^airs  can  be  made  instantly,  a  necessarjr  con- 
venience in  connection  with  any  machine,  for  any  purpose,  that  is  sold 
abroad. 


ITALIAN  FOREIGir  TEADE  OF  FBESENT  TEAS. 

tConsol  General  David  F.  Wilber,  Genoa,  Oct.  28.] 

iTie  combined  value  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  Italy  for  the 
first  eight  months  of  1915,  according  to  Italian  official  statistics,  was 
$688,507,074.  The  exports  reached  a  total  of  $302,232,369,  an  increase 
of  $5,146,644  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  The  imports 
amounted  to  $386,274,705,  a  decline  of  $37,592,224  from  those  for 
eight  months  of  the  preceding  year. 
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BELFAST  HABEET  FOS  AMERICAN  HOUSEHOLD  HABIVWABE. 

[Consul  Banter  Sharp,  Ttelfast.  Ireland,  Oct.  21.1 

As  the  previous  source  of  supply  is  now  cut  off,  American  manu- 
facturers of  household  hardware  would,  no  doubt,  have  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  a  share  of  the  trade  of  the  Belfast  market.  Some  of 
the  principal  articles  of  household  hardware  which  have  been  im- 
ported into  Belfast  are: 

Enameled  ^jares. — Flat-bottomed  kettles,  brown,  blue,  or  .si>eckled 
outside,  and  white  inside,  to  hold  3,  4,  5,  or  6  pints.  The  cost  prices 
per  dozen  were:  For  6i-incU  bottom,  $2.25;  ti-inch  bottom,  $2.66; 
8-inch  bottom,  $3.16;  S^-inch  bottom,  $3.53. 

Enameled  steel  stew  pans,  to  cost  per  dozen :  Size  4'}  inches,  $0.93; 
5i  inches,  $1.03;  6i  inches,  $1.22;  7^  inches,  $1.46;  8  inches,  $1.82; 
8i  inches,  $2.31 ;  9J  inches,  $2.92. 

Enameled  teapots,  seamless,  Scotch-pattern  spout,  electrically 
welded,  plain  or  speckled  outside,  white  inside:  To  hold  about  3 
pints,  $1.95  per  dozen;  3  pints,  $2.31 ;  4  pints,  $2.80. 

Enameled  basins,  to  retail  as  follows:  Size  12  inches,  $0.12  each; 
13  inches,  $0.16 ;  14  inches,  $0.20 ;  15  inches,  $0.24. 

Enameled  pie  dishes,  white  inside,  to  retail  as  follows:  Size  8 
inches,  $0.61  per  dozen;  8}  inches,  $0.7$ ;  9^  inches,  $0.79. 

Enameled  pie  dishes,  white  inside,  were  imported  to  retail  at  the 
following  prices  for  the  respective  sizes:  Measuring  lOJ  inches,  $0.87 
per  dozen ;  1 1  inches,  $0.93 ;  11 J  inches,  $1.05 ;  12^  inches,  $1.28. 

Enameled  milk  pans  (double),  to  cost  per  dozen:  To  hold  2  pints, 
$3.41 ;  3  pints,  $3.89 ;  4  pints,  $4.50 ;  6  pints,  $5.47. . 

Enameled  pails,  with  bail  handle,  without  covers,  costing  per 
dozen :  Size,  10^  inches,  $2.19 ;  11  inches,  $2.56 ;  12  inches,  $2.92. 

Covers  for  enameled  pails,  to  cost  i>er  dozen:  Size,  11  inches, 
$1.82;  12  inches,  $2.43. 

Suggested  Change  in  Style  of  Ooods  to  be  Shipped. 

The  United  States  is  now  sending  to  this  market  enameled  steel 
hollow  ware,  with  a  granite  color  both  inside  and  outside,  but  these 
particular  goods  would  be  more  suitable  for  the  trade  here  were  they 
enameled  white  inside. 

White  metal  and  aluminum. — Tea,  dessert,  and  table  spoons  and 
fm-ks  of  this  class  are  mucli  wanted  in  tliis  city  at  present.  Tea  and 
dcs-sert  spoons  of  aluminum,  now  on  this  market,  are  greatly  in  de- 
mand. I)cRsert  sjDoons  cost  about  $2.92  per  gross  and  teaspoons 
about  $1.70  and  $1.82  per  gross. 

Padlocks. — Those  similar  to  the  cheap,  self-colored  spring,  with  one 
or  two  keys,  about  2^  inches  wide,  to  cost  about  $0.73  per  dozen,  would 
sell  well  in  this  market. 

^yire  door  mats. — Those  of  good  qualitv,  costing  per  dozen:  Size 
24  by  14,  $3.83 ;  28  bv  10,  $4.74 ;  30  by  18,  $5.35.  The  cheaper  quality 
cost  per  dozen :  Size*24  by  14,  $2.07 ;  28  by  16,  $2.56 ;  30  by  18,  $3.16^ 

Frying  pans. — Those  of  heavy-gauge  steel,  tubular  handled,  cost 
per  dozen:  Size  9^  inclies,  $1.38;  10^  inches,  $1.56;  11  inches,  $1.70; 
12  inches,  $1.91. 

Clocks. — The  trade  here  has  been  in  the  following :  Alarm  clocks, 
to  cost  from  $3.65  to  $8.76  per  dozen;  eight-day  clocks,  to  retail 
from  $2.43  to  $3.04  each;  one-day  clocks,  imitation  marble  (of  woc^), 
to  cost  about  $1.82  each. 
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Sundry  household  arHcle$. — ^Articles  of  this  class  having  a  ready 
sale  in  this  market  are:  Butter  prints,  butter  spades,  scrubbing 
brushes,  lanterns,  oil  lamps,  oil-lamp  burners,  can  openers,  chair  nails, 
enameled  chambers,  corkscrews,  enameled  colanders,  white-metal 
cruets,  cup  hooks,  egg  slices,  egg  whisks,  egg  spoons,  egg  timers,  ham- 
mers,  iron  spoons,  lemon  squeezers,  potato  mashers,  garden  rakes, 
saws,  scales,  scissors,  skewers,  and  saltcellars, 
local  Kerehattt*  Eiieonn««  Amarlean  SUpmeiiti. 

Local  merchants  state  that  if  American  manufacturers  can  deliver 
these  goods  in  Belfast  according  to  ^ecifications,  at  approximately 
the  same  prices  us  are  herein  quoted,  mere  should  be  a  good  opening 
here  for  tiie  extension  of  trade  in  these  articles. 

Prior  to  the  war  European  merchants  sent  representatives  to  this 
market  about  two  or  three  times  a  year  with  samples.  They  generally 
delivered  the  bulk  of  their  orders  within  two  months,  and  payments 
were  usually  made  on  their  next  journey.  They  always  allowed  2^ 
per  cent  discount,  with  free  cases.  Their  packing  was  very  good, 
and  allowances  were  at  once  made  in  cases  of  shortage  or  breaKage. 
Furthermore,  these  travelers  often  bought  samples  in  this  country, 
improved  on  them,  and  sold  them  at  deduced  prices. 

If  American  manufacturer  wish  to  do  a  direct  trade,  they  should 
submit  samples  and  quote  prices  for  deliveries  at  the  principal  ports 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  Belfast  dealers  are  accustomed  to  buy 
through  English  or  Scotch  agencies  or  branches,  and  they  seldom 
depart  from  this  practice.  Owing  to  the  comparatively  small  quan- 
tities in  which  purchases  are  usually  made,  local  firms  consider  it  to 
their  advantage  to  buy  in  this  way  rather  than  to  import  direct,  as 
they  procure  quicker  deliveries  and  better  credit  terms,  getting  a  dis- 
count of  5  per  cent  for  one  month  and  2^  per  cent  for  three  months. 

[Lists  of  the  principal  local  firms  dealing  in  household  hardware  and  sundry 
household  articles  and  of  manufacturers'  agents  for  those  goods  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch 
offices.  Befer  to  ffle  No.  68723.] 

FAE£  KI6HT  SCHOOLS  IN  ONTASIO. 

[Coaiul  Qeorse  W.  Sbotts,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario.  Canada,  Nov.  9.] 

Many  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  have 
organized  free  night  schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  public. 
Half  the  cost  for  teachers  and  equipment  is  paid  by  the  Province 
and  half  by  the  city. 

Such  night  schools  have  been  organized  in  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  with 
some  32  classes,  each  with  15  to  30  pupils.  The  branches  taught 
here  are  dressmaking,  millinery,  cooking,  mechanical  drawing  and 
shop  mathematics,  arithmetic  and  English,  electricity,  accounting, 
senior  English,  senior  mathematics,  physics  and  chemistry,  and 
building  construction  and  architectural  drawing.  The  classes  in 
dressmaking  and  cooking  seem  to  be  the  most  popular,  having  quite 
a  waiting  list  of  applicants.  Millinerj',  mechanical  drawing  and 
shop  mathematics,  arithmetic,  and  English  come  next  in  popularity. 

The  instructors  in  the  academic  branches  are  chosen  from  among 
the  city's  legally  qualified  school-teachers,  and  those  for  the  indus- 
trial branches  are  selected  from  the  staffs  of  various  successful 
business  firms. 
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PROPOSALS  FOB  GOTEBHKElfT  SUPPUES  AHS  COHSTBITCnOH. 

[CorrespondeDcc  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  epectflcatlons  oan  asuallj 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
tbey  should  ask  to  be  placed  oa  the  maiUus  lists  of  such  ofllceB  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Coal,  No.  2703. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States  Engi- 
neer's Office.  Customhouse,  Norfolk,  Va.,  until  December  20,  1915,  for  fur- 
nishing about  3,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal.  Information  on  application 
to  the  United  States  Engineer's  Office. 

yavjf  Department  supplier.  No.  2794. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Aceonnts,  Nary*  Department,  Wn^ington,  D.  O., 
for  fmmishlng  the  foUaninc;  materials.  Firms  interested  therein  should 
make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  giving  the 
schedule  numbers  desired :  Schedulp  9021,  rolling  registers  and  oak  railroad 
ties;  schedule  0022,  cxpandecl-metal  lockers;  schedule  9023,  pipe  threading 
and  cutting-off  machine;  scheilule  9024,  convertible  steel-plate  Cans,  3-horse^ 
power  motor  ammunition  hoists,  and  turret-turning  motors;  schedule  9025, 
400  cubic-foot  capacity  ventilating  set ;  schedule  9026,  metallic  life  rafts,  with 
outfits;  scheclule  9027,  megaphones;  schedule  9028,  angle  and  gate  valves; 
schedule  9020,  bar  steel;  schedule  0030,  galvanized  iron  or  steel  buckets, 
water-closets  with  covers,  and  dry  lampblack ;  schedule  fiOSl,  mortise  UxOa 
for  sliding  doors,  padlocks,  wardrobe  cylinder  locks,  wire  mesh«  garnet 
paper,  brass  machine  screws,  and  brass  wood  screws ;  schedule  uncut 
mica,  steel  boiler  rivets,  and  sheet  steel ;  schedule  9033,  stay  binding,  ships* 
bugles,  polishing  paste,  liquid  metal  polish,  soap  powder,  fresh-water  laundry 
soap,  and  toilet  soap;  schedule  9034,  "Gonnellsvllle"  coke;  schedule  9035, 
toilet  paper;  schedule  9030,  coarse  concrete  saad  and  broken  stone  and  stone 
screenings;  schedule  9037,  coal  for  rivet  forges,  red  dry  lead,  white  lead  In 
oil,  lard  oil,  cast-Iron  pipe  fittings,  and  malleable-Iron  unions;  and  schedule 
9038,  bar  brass. 

Docking  and  repairing  light  vessels,  No.  2795. — Sealed  proposols  will  be  re- 
ceived at  the  oiflce  of  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Milwaukee.  Wis.,  until 
December  1,  1915,  for  docking  and  repairing  light  vessels.  Blank  proposals 
and  particulars  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  tbe  above  office. 

Remodcltng,  No.  2796. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
December  30, 1915,  for  the  remodeling  of  the  United  States  Courthouse  (old 
approlser's  stores)  at  Galveston,  Tex.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be 
obtained  from  the  custodian  at  Galveston  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Wire,  No.  2797. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief  Sig- 
nal Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  6,  1915, 
for  furnishing  the  Signal  Corps  with  40,000  feet  of  countenwlse,  rubber 
covered  and  braided,  wire;  40,000  feet  pothend  wire.  36  mils  (Spec.  340-B, 
403-A,  430-G,  581-A) ;  and  40,000  feet  wire,  pothead,  86  mils  (In  accordance 
with  A.  T.  ft  T.  specifications). 

Remodeling,  No.  2798. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Super\-islng  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  G.,  until  De- 
cember 29,  1915,  for  the  extension,  remodeling,  etc.,  of  the  United  States 
post  office  and  courthouse  nt  Missoula,  Mont  Drawings  and  specifications 
may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  at  Missoula  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Sale  of  vessels.  No.  2790. — Ronlcil  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Superln- 
ten<lent.  Coast  anil  Geodetic  Survey.  Washington,  D.  C,  until  December  30, 
1915,  for  purchase  of  C<iast  and  Geodetic  Sun'py  steamers  Oedney  and 
3/c^r(/i«r.  These  voKf^oI.s  aro  now  In  Seattle  Harbor,  where  prospective 
bidders  may  Inspect  tlioiii ;  exact  location  of  vessels  may  be  had  on  appllcn* 
tlon  to  Inspector,  Coast  ami  Gcmlctic  Karvey,  Seattle,  Wash.  Further  In- 
formation may  be  li.nd  on  api)IIcation  to  the  Superintendent  or  to  the  In- 
spectoi-s  of  Coast  and  (Jeodetic  Survey,  at  202  Burke  Building,  Seattle, 
Wash.,  and  310  Customhouse,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Cartridge  cloth,  No.  2800.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  rcelved  at  Picatinny  Arsenal, 
Dover,  N.  J.,  until  December  18,  1915,  for  fumlshing  and  deliverlns  at 
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Plcatinny  Arsenal,  6,000  square  yards  of  extra  heavy  weight  silk  cartridge 
doth,  Id  accordance  with  speclflcatloDs  which  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  aboTe-named  arsenal. 
Surfboats,  No.  2801. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  office  of  the  United 
States  Ct^t  Guard,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  until  Decem- 
ber 18,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  Beebe-McLetlan  Self-Balilng  Power 
Surfboats,  1915,  delivered  f.  o.  b.  nt  place  of  construction.  Bidders  should 
state  the  number  of  working  days  for  the  completion  and  delivery  of  each 
boat  Plans  and  i^peciflcations,  instructions  to  bidders,  etc.,  may  lie  had  on 
application  to  the  Supervisor  of  Lifeboats,  Coast  Guard,  Room  522  Custom- 
bouse,  New  Yorlt,  N.  Y. 

SCAKCITT  OF  PEAS  IN  aEEAT  BRITAIN. 

[From  report  of  Canadlaa  Government  Trade  Commissioner.  Blrmlogbam,  England,  Oct.  19.] 

Wholesale  houses  report  scarcity  o^  blue  peas  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  inquiries  are  being  received  for  the  nam^  of  Canadian 
firms  in  position  to  export.  The  annual  imports  of  peas  by  the 
United  Kingdom  are  valued  at  approximately  $5,000,000.  In  normal 
times  large  quantities  are  purchased  from  Bussia,  Germany,  the 
Netherlands,  Japan,  British  India,  and  New  Zealand.  Of  these  im- 
ports of  "  peas  (not  fresh)  other  than  split  peas,"  totaling  $4,610,015 
in  value  in  the  fiscal  year  1913-14,  Canada  furnished  $28,8(!8  and  the 
United  States  $20,036  worth.  The  imports  during  the  fiscal  year 
1914-15  dropped  to  $2,474,391,  of  which  Canada  supplied  $36,981 
and  the  United  States  $29,296. 

The  price  of  peas  is  advancing  and  there  does  not  appear-  to  be 
any  relief  in  sight.  Some  idea  of  the  increase  can  be  ascertained  by 
comparing  the  quantities  and  values  of  imports  during  the  first  9 
months  of  1914  and  1915.  Imports  during  the  former  period  were 
837.831  hundredweight  (hundredweight=112  pounds)  valued  at 
$2,160,400,  and  during  the  latter  period  719,920  hundredweight,  valued 
at  $2,712,984,  an  advance  of  $1.04  per  hundredweight. 

HATCHES  FOB  COSTA  filCA. 

[Consul  C.  Donaldson,  Port  Umon,  Nor.  6.] 

The  value  of  matches  annually  imported  through  this  port  for  con- 
sumption throughout  the  Republic  of  Costa  Rica,  is  about  $50,000,  of 
which  92  per  cent  formerly  came  from  Germany.  5  per  cent  from 
England,  and  about  3  per  cent  from  France.  This  trade  is  being 
diverted  to  the  United  States,  because  of  lack  of  transportation  facili- 
ties from  Sweden,  where  practically  all  the  matches  used  in  tliese 
countries  are  made,  having  come  here  through  Germany  and  other 
countries. 

The  principal  importers  of  matches  in  this  district  are  the  large 
wholesale  and  retail  department  stores,  which  import  practically 
every  kind  of  goods  for  which  there  is  a  demand. 

[The  addresses  of  these  firms  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce;  refer  to  file  68861.] 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Burean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Sew  York,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  CastomhoiiM ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 

Vnlted  States  Castomhoase ;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Kational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  OfiBce  Building;  Vew  Orleans.  1020 
Hlbernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
822  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  ClcTeland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
Mieree;  Cinoinnatl,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chanher  of  CommeFce. 
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FOREIGN  TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barcav  and  Its  brmaek 

ofllcea.) 

DoUs,  toys,  etc.,  No.  19375. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  business  man  In 
England  states  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  ot  dolls, 
toys,  fancy  goods,  and  similar  articles,  with  a  view  to  representing  them  on 
a  commission  basis. 

Sulphate  of  ammonia,  fertilizers,  etc..  No.  19370. — A  commercial  agent  of  the 
Bureau  reports  that  a  ttrm  In  Africa  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers of  sulphate  of  ammonia,  mactiinery  for  sugar  plantations,  chemical 
fertilizers,  and  bone  meal. 

Aloe  fiber.  No.  19377. — Tlie  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  a  cooi- 
mereial  agent  stating  that  a  firm  In  Africa  is  desirous  of  finding  a  market 
In  tills  country  for  nice  fiber. 

MilUnerv,  etc.,  No.  10378. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  man  In  Argentina 
states  tliat  he  wishes  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  or  exporters  of 
millinery,  fancy  goods,  or  any  other  line  that  tliey  desire  to  sell  In  Argentina. 

Noveltie»,  No.  19379. — A  trade  organization  Informs  the  Bureau  that  n  man  in 
Italy  desires  to  be  plncetl  In  cominunicntion  with  manufacturers  of  novel- 
ties, with  a  view  to  handling;  Huch  goods  as  a  merchant  or  on  an  agency 
basis.   Bank  references  are  given. 

Shoes,  hosiery,  etc.,  No.  19380. — The  Biirenu  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that 
a  man  who  is  contemplating  going  to  Colombia  wishes  to  obtain  nn  agency 
from  manufacturers  of  shoes,  hosiery,  cloth  goods,  and  novelties,  especially 
all  lines  of  goods  sold  in  a  department  store. 

Paper,  phamiaccittical  products.  Itosicri/,  etc..  No.  19381. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau 
states  timt  a  company  In  Kgypt  de-sire^  to  represent  on  a  commission  basis 
manufacturers  of  i)a{>er,  pharmaceutical  prmlucts,  hosiery  for  women  and 
children,  soaps,  optical  goods,  furniture,  toys,  corsets.  Jewelry,  pearl  but- 
tons, wuists,  etc. 

Castor  <Hls.  paraffin,  etc..  No.  19382.— An  American  consular  ofllcer  reports  that 
there  Is  nn  inqiiiry  in  ItnsKin  for  names  and  addresses  of  mnnufnctnrers  of 
castor  oil,  pnraflin,  and  rosin.  Prices  should  be  quoted  In  rubles,  c.  L  £. 
Uusslan  ports,  weights  in  poods. 

Electrical  materials,  etc..  No.  103S3. — An  American  consnlar  officer  in  Spain  re- 
ports that  an  electrical  and  machinery  supply  house  desires  to  repr^ent 
manufacturers  of  eleetrlcnl  material,  such  as  motors,  transformers,  protec- 
tive apparatus,  centrifugal  pumps,  machine  tools,  brick-making  machines, 
and  electric  automobiles,  Intcrcsteil  fii-nis  siiotdd  be  preparetl  to  negotiate 
olong  libera!  lines  of  cretllt,  and  iire  requested  to  forward  proiwsltlons  and 
technical  guarantees,  together  with  catalogues  fully  describing  goods  and 
showing  weights,  dimensions,  capacities,  etc.  Correspondence  should  be  la 
Spanish. 

Bamboo,  No.  19384. — A  report  from  an  American  considar  officer  states  that  a 
man  engaged  In  the  lumber  business  in  Brazil  is  in  a  position  to  furnish 
manufacturers  with  bamboo  usetl  in  the  manufacture  of  certain  classes 
of  furniture.  It  is  stated  that  50,000  pieces  could  be  furnished  each  month. 

Electrical  supplies.  No.  10385. — An  American  consular  officer  In  China  reports 
that  a  trade  organization  In  Siberia  desires  to  place  a  large  order  for  car- 
bons for  incandescent  street  lamps  using  direct  current;  also  switches, 
sockets,  rosettes,  plugs,  and  meters.  Samples,  catiilogues,  price  lists,  and 
terms  of  sale  are  solicited. 

Chloride  of  lime.  No.  19386. — A  firm  In  Canada  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  desire  to  get  in  touch  with  manufacturers  or  exporters  of 
chloride  of  lime.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 


WASHIKajOR  :  OOTBBHUBXT  PRi:(TIKO  OITICI :  ItU 


Digitized  by  Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISSUED  DAILT  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  CCOCUERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
Tar  alt  by  the  SuperinteodenI  of  DocomcnU,  WsiliiEgloii,  D,  C,  »l  (2-50  per  jcir 

No.  280    Washington,  D.  C,  Tuesday,  November  30  1915 

CONTENTS. 

P»KB.  Pa  78. 

Bauoo's  oattook  for  fmit  In  New  ZealAad         833    Italbn  nnrket  fcr  Ajnrlmn  lumber   840 

Fiaxsufle'^r  om  pest  in  New  Ze^laad   833    Manutaolurlnglirm  fttded  b7"Coinmarce  Rfr 

Afrhnn  tnarkotsfo-- American  manoTLictures...  833       ports"  Ul 


.    „   owdo  3  wied  Id  London                 S34  Oennao  poUuh  syadicate  tnerensas  prioa  of 

Trade  actlviiies  of  the  Maraoalbo  consulate ...  834       sacks  841 

Imports  Into  South  Africa  for  September  S34     Market  tor  bardv.ve  in  Paraguay  842 

Bank  coUecilons  In  Peru   835     Offlehl  nombe  s  to'  me  chant  vessels   »43 

Maoutactu  e  of  bronio  powde-  In  f  ranee  B35     Sivatow  market  tO'-  nails   843 

Telephone  developmeoi  In  New  Zeabod  834     Bank  statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Baud   8U 

American  consular  officers  on  leave  ol  absence.  936     Consulate  wants  catalogues  841 

Biadford  shipments  to  United  States   F37     Earnings  of  Spaoisb  railway  companies  841 

Ballwitymoto'oo^ich   839    Canadian  egc  standards  846 

Vseorcemciitdralniile  in  alkali  soils  increaains  833     American  salesmen  visit  Ontario   MT 

Fleecy  labrics  on  Sw63  ma'ket   833     Date  growing  in  the  Punjab  W 

Need  of  shipping  Unu  to  South  Amwim          839  Assiitaneereade  edcewsol  disabled  vesseto..  847 

British  potteoraxpots  and  Impds  SSB    Foreign  tnde  opportunitiBs  843 

AtmriM  grape  seed  as  a  raw  matwM.  839 

SEASON'S  OTTTLOOK  FOS  FEUIT  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winalow,  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  Oct.  27.1 

The  prospects  for  the  stone  fruits  crop  in  New  Zealand  this  season 
is  poor,  owing  largely  to  the  fact  that  the  last  season  crop  was  a 
record  one,  but  the  outlook  for  pears  and  apjples  is  good.  Fruife 
growers  this  year  are  having^  an  unusually  hard  battle  with  slugs  and 
snails,  which  have  been  multiplied  by  the  extended  wet  weather. 

FLAX  SUFFERS  FROM  PEST  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Connil  General  Alfred  A.  Winalow,  Aacklond.  New  Zealand,  Oct  2T.1 

The  operations  of  a  flax  grub  or  worm  resembling  a  caterpillar  are 
playing  havoc  with  the  green  flax  in  certain  portions  of  the  flax- 
growing  sections  of  New  Zealand  that  is  becoming  quite  alarming  in 
some  cases.  The  Govei*mnent  has  sent  an  expert  biologist  into  the 
field  to  study  conditions  and  to  see  what  can  be  done  to  exterminate 
the  pest.  If  something  can  not  be  done  soon  the  output  must  be  seri- 
ously curtailed  in  many  sections. 

AFRICAN  HAKEETS  FOR  AMERICAN  KANlTFACTiniES. 

[Commercial  Agent  B.  C.  Porter,  New  York,  Nov.  24.] 

A  well-known  firm  in  East  Africa  has  recently  written  to  the 
branch  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, in  New  York  City,  speaking  favorably  of  the  opportunities 
for  American  goods  in  Africa. 

The  letter  states  that  houses  and  manufacturers  in  one  of  the  con- 
tinental countries  have  done  an  enormous  business  in  the  markets  in 
Portuguese  West  Africa  and  in  the  French  and  Belgian  Congo.  Not- 
.  withstanding  the  fact  that  long  terms  of  credit  have  been  given  in 
these  markets,  this  firm  does  not  believe  it  will  be  necessary  to  follow 
this  custom  in  order  to  develop  the  field,  although  60  and  90  day 
credits  should  be  allowed. 

The  letter  further  states  that  there  is  an  exceptionally  good  market 
for  canned  goods,  galvanized  iron  and  zinc,  iron  in  bars,  calicoes,  fur- 
nishii^,  boots  and  shoes^  and  a  number  of  other  articles. 

U6ci*-u  833 

Digitized  by  Google 


834 


OOimEBGS  BBPORTB« 


SWEEPING  FOWSEBS  USES  IN  LONDON. 

(Commercla)  AttarM  A.  H.  Baldwin,  LoDdra,  Mot.  IZ.] 

Several  different  maizes  of  sweeping  powders  or  compounds  are  on 
the  market  in  London  for  use  when  sweeping  plain  or  polished  floors, 
linoleum,  carpet,  or  other  floor  covering  in  households,  offices,  shops, 
factories,  warehouses,  public  buildings,  etc.  A  small  quantity  of  sudi 
a  compound  is  strewn  on  the  floor  surface  and  is  then  swept  up,  the 
advantages  claimed  being  that  the  powder  prevents  the  rising  or  the 
dust  during  sweeping,  a^,  incidentally,  it  cleanses  the  floor  through 
the  elimination  of  dirt  and  dust  particles. 

One  make  of  sweeping  powder  is  sold  in  London  at  12  cents  and  24 
cents  for  small  packages  containing  quantities  sufficient  for'use  in 
private  households.  It  is  also  obtainable  in  larger  quantities  in 
kegs  or  saclcs  as  follows:  Twenty -eight  pounds,  ^.73;  56  pounds, 
$1.22;  100  poundsj  $2.07.  Another  brand  is  marketed  at  $3.40  per 
ioo  pounds  (this  includes  the  price  of  the  retainer,  97  cents,  which 
is  credited  when  returned).  [The  name  of  a  London  firm. interested 
in  the  American  manufactures  of  sweeping  powders  may  be  -ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.] 


TBADE  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  MASAGAIBO  CONSULATE. 

[Conml  G..K.  Donald.  IfaniMlbo,  Veaeia^  Oet  14.] 

During  the  quarter  ending  September.  30  sixtv-pi;^.  trude  enquiries 
were  answered  by  the  Maracaibo  consulate.  These  were  on  such 
varied  subjects  as  aeroplanes  jind  Luinea  pi^s. .  Mj^ny  agencies  were 
established  for  American  inanufactli'res,' Among  them'being  pianos, 
office  furniture,  filing  equipment,  and  toilet  articles.  Lists  of  dealers 
in  certain  lines  were  corrected  for  trade  publications  and  directories 
(Kelly's  Directory,  the  Western  Brewer,  Dun's  Review,  Tea  &  Coffee 
Trade  Journal,  El  Comercio,  Office  Appliances,  etc.). 

Two  new  local  commission  houses  were  opened  during  the  quarter, 
and  it  was  gratifying  to  note  that  before  any  arrangements  were  made 
the  facilities  of  the  consulate  were  ^ught  and  obtained.  Many  sales- 
men called  and  were  given  all  the  assistance  possible.  The  daily 
newspapers  and  trade  publications  on  file  here  were  eagerly  sought) 
not  only  by  traveling  Americans  but  also  by  Venezuelans. 


ZKPOBTS  INTO  SOXTTH  AFRICA  FOR  SEPTEMBER. 

[Vice  CoDBuI  John  W.  Dye.  Cape  Towa,  Oct.  11.1 

The  following  table  shows  the  value -of  the  imports  into  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  through  the  various  channels  during  ttw  month  di 
September,  1914  and  1915. 
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BAHX  COLLECnOHS  IN  FEBIT. 

[Consul  General  WUIlam  W.  Handlefr  Lima.  Oct  12.] 

Below  is  g^ren  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  which  the  Banco  del  Peru 
y  Londres,  the  principal  banking  institution  of  Peru,  is  sending  to 
its  American  clients,  setting  forth  its  reasons  for  not  remitting 
promptly  to  the  United  States  the  proceed^)  of  drafts  which  have  been 
sent  to  the  bank  for  collections,  viz : 

The  difficulty  In  obtaining  drafts  on  Europe  and  the  United  States  at  the 
moment  of  efFectlng  a  collection  for  account  of  some  client  abroad  obligee  us  to 
credit  the  collection  In  a  "  provisional  account "  until  sucli  timo  as  we  uiay  be 
able  to  obtain  the  necessary  drafts  with  which  to  make  remittance. 

The  demand  for  paper  continues  very  much  in  excess  of  supply,  owin^,  prin- 
cipally, to  the  general  closure  of  credits  and  to  the  placing  of  money  In  the 
United  Statra. 

Our  production  is  in  considerable  excess  of  our  consumption,  but  unfortunately 
the  rrlsls  and  consequent  distrust  withdraw  from  the  marlcet  a  large  amount  of 
drafts.  ' 

These  dlmcnltles  are  especially  severe  for  this  establishment,  which  has  to 
effect  collections  for  a  very  elevated  amount. 

The  foregoing  statement  made  by  the  bank  is  substantially  correct, 
as  there  is  undoubtedly  a  scarcity^  here  at  present  of  drafts  on  New 
York  and  London,  and  this  condition  is  likely  to  last  for  some  time. 
Probably  the  main  reason  for  the  bank's  desire  not  to  remit  at  tha 
present  time  is  because  30  days*  sight  drafts  on  New  York  cost  here  at 
present  $4.24  to  the  pound  sterling  and  three  days*  sight  drafte  $4.18 
to  the  pound.  ^   ,  . 

Some  American  merchants  have  taken  exception  to  this  procedure, 
claiming  that  by  holding  their  funds  in  the  "  provisional  account "  of 
the  Lima  bank  they  are  de[)rived  of  its  use,  which  entails  a  loss  and 
requires  them  to  borrow  a  similar  amoimt  in  the  United  States,  pay- 
ineinterest  thereon. 

The  only  suggestion  the  writer  has  to  make  in  this  matter  is  that 
inasmuch  as  th^  Banco  del  Peru  y  Ijondres,  and  in  fact  nearly  all  the 
banks  of  Lima,  pays  at  present  an  annual  interest  on  time  deposits  of 
2  per  cent  for  two  months,  3  per  cent  for  three  months,  4  per  cent  for 
six  months,  5  per  cent  for  nine  months,  and  6  per  cent  for  one  year,  it 
would  appear  that  American  merchants  would  be  justified  in  requeist- 
ing  these  banks  to  pay  their  usual  rate  of  interest  on  time  deposits 
for  the  amounts  held  to  the  credit  of  the  bank's  "  provisional  account,'* 
thereby  meeting  the  ex^nses  of  the  American  client  for  borrowing 
a  like  amount  in  the  United  Staties. 


KAmTFACTUBE  OF  BBONZE  FOWSEB  IN  FBABGE. 

[J.  H.  Needhatn,  Secretary  to  Amertcao  commercial  attacU  at  Paris.] 

The  following  is  a  quotation  from  the  Agence  Economique  & 
Financiere,  of  Paris,  a  daily  publication  which  is  considered  very 
reliable: 

Lea  Etabllssements  Orlvoltn,  of  which  the  main  office  Is  at  Toulonse.  and 
wblch  has  heretofore  sfieclatlzed  In  the  mnnnfactnre  of  paints  and  varnishes, 

has  Just  created  a  new  deportment  of  its  industry,  that  of  the  manufacture  of 
bronze  powder  and  powder  of  aluminium,  two  products  In  which  the  Germans 
have  been  enjoying  a  monopoly  in  France.  We  understand  that  for  this  pur- 
pose the  Society  above  named  has  issued  new  capital  stock  in  the  amount  ot 
S5O.000  traoGs,  each  share  being  fi>r  200  francs. 
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TEIEFHOHE  DEVELOPMEHT  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wloslow.  Auckland.  Oct.  27.] 

The  telephone  system  of  New  Zealand  is  being  rapidiv  developed 
by  the  National  Government  with  up-to-date  material  and  appliances 
and  much  of  it  is  now  coming  from  the  United  States.  According  to 
the  Government  Public  WorKs  Statement  for  1914, 12  new  exchanges 
were  opened  and  the  number  of  exchange  connections  increased  oy 
4,846.  A  length  of  390  miles  of  pole  line  and  2,136  miles  of  wire  were 
added  to  the  telegraph  and  interurban  telephone  system,  and  515 
miles  of  pole  line  and  34,325  miles  of  wire  to  the  telephone  exchange 
local  siystem,  while  1,637  miles  of  telegraph  and  interurban  telephone 
lines  were  overhauled  and  reconstructed. 

During  the  year  46  coin-in-slot  telephones  were  installed,  making 
a  total  of  139  slot  telephones  open  for  public  use.  The  substitution 
•f  underground  cable  for  aerial  cable  and  the  conversion  of  earth- 
working  exchanges  for  the  metallic  circuit  system  is  stated  to  be  ipro- 
eeeding  steadily.  "  On  account  of  the  abnormal  conditions  caused 
by  the  war,"  says  the  minister,  "some  delay  has  been  experienced  in 
obtaining  equipment  for  automatic  telephone  exchanges,  but  tiie  pro- 
vision of  suitable  building  accommodation  and  underground  cable 
equipment  has  been  steadily  proceeded  with." 

The  telephone  service  in  this  city  is  rapidly  being  changed  to  the 
automatic  system,  which  is  giving  splendid  satisfaction,  and  the 
instruments  are  all  manufactured  in  the  United  States. 

The  service  is  good  and  covers  the  Dominion.  The  public  tele- 
phone is  exceptionally  good,  and  the  charge  within  ^e*  city  is  enl^ 
S  cents  for  three  minutes.  The  yearly  rate  for  a  business  phone  is 
$34.06  within  half  a  mile  of  the  exchange,  and  for-a  residence  phone 
$24.60,  within  1  mile  of  the  exchange,  and  $2.43  for  each  Additional 
mile  in  each  case. 

AHEBIGAH  CONSVLAB  OFHCERS  ON  lEATB  OF  AXSSVCX. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
eommerciai  organizations  rdative  to  ccmditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdicti<»is : 
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BRASFOBD  SHIPME1IT8  TO  ITNITED  STATES. 


[Vice  Consul  Hamilton  C.  Claiborne,  Not.  2.] 


The  declared  exports  from  the  Bradford  (England)  consular  dis- 
trict to  the  United  States  during  October,  1915,  were  valued  at 
$2,675,124,  as  compared  with  $1,8G6,067  in  the  corresponding  month 
of  1914,  and  $1^31,057  during  September,  1915.  The  total  exports 
of  raw  wool  for  October  totaled  $1,752,038,  which  is  the  largest 
amount  recorded  in  the  history  of  this  consulate  for  any  month 
except  April,  1897,  when  the  wool  exports  reached  $2,265,895  as  a 


The  exports  of  wool  during  October,  1915,  showed  a  gain  over  the 
corresponding  month  of  1914  of  $1,643,936.  With  the  exception  of 
September,  1914,  the  total  exports  from  the  Bradford  district  for 
the  month  of  October,  1915,  exceed  those  of  any  month  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  In  contrast  to  the  inci'ease  noted  in  the 
exportation  of  raw  wool,  there  has  been  a  large  decrease  in  woolen 
dress  goods,  coat  linings,  woolen  cloths,  mohair  plushes,  wool  yiirns, 
and  mohair  yarns.  A  substantial  increase,  however,  is  observed  in 
cotton  cloth  over  the  exports  for  the  corresponding  month  in  1914. 
Efleot  of  Belufttton  of  Embargo  on  Wool  Ezpwts— Cloth  Sblpmentik 

The  relaxation  of  the  embargo  on  crossbred  and  English  wools 
which  became  effective  on  October  14, 1915,  has  proved  a  great  stimu- 
lus to  Bradford  exports,  the  large  shipments  under  license  being  in- 
terpreted as  meaning  that  t|ie  contracts  for  military  clotlis  are  near- 
ing  completion  and  that  the  supply  of  wool  England  is  sufficient 
for  immediate  military  purposes. 

The  decrease  in  the  shipment  of  cl<^hs  is  largely  attributable  to  the 
fact  that  all  worsted  and  woolen  goods,  even  those  containing  a  cot- 
ton warj)  or  weft,  must  be  accompanied  by  a  Govemmrait  permit  for 
exportation,  or  a  certificate  from  the  local  chamber  of  commerce 
stating  that  such  cloths  are  not  of  the  weight,  design,  and  quality 
used  for  military  purposes,  with  full  information  as  to  destination 
and  consignee.  The  recommendation  of  the  Bradf<»*d  Chamber  of 
Commerce  is  sought  in  practically  all  woolen  and  worsted  shipments 
h-om  the  West  Kiding  of  Yorkshire. 

Exports  of  cotton  goods  to  the  United  States  from  Bradford  show 
an  increase  during  October  over  the  corresponding  month  of  1914  of 
$44,501. 

bereaMd  Ixporti  of  SUk  Tana— DeoresMS  la  Ezporti. 

Exports  of  silk  yams  showed  an  increase  over  October,  1914,  of 
$97,125.  The  embargo  on  silk  noils  is  still  observed,  and  but  one  case 
of  a  permit  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer,  this  being  granted 
upon  the  representations  of  an  American  consignee  who  made  affidavit 
before  a  State  commissioner  that  the  noils  were  for  home  manufacture 
and  consumption. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  articles  with  the  amount  of  decrease  in 
value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  during  October,  1915,  compared 
with  the  corresponding  month  in  1914,  and  is  significant  in  repre- 
senting the  effect  of  high  prices  and  the  new  requirements  for  the  ex- 
portation of  woolen  goods:  Woolen  clotlis,  $189,319;  mohair  cloths, 
$120,761;  woolen  linmgs,  $171,688 ;  dress  goods  (woolen),  $168,799; 
mohair  plushes,  $50,804;  wool  yams,  $66,335  ;■  mohair  yams,  $78,359. 
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kahwat  kotok  goacs. 


[Connl  General  Alfred  A.  Wlmlow,  Aackluid,  Oct.  2T.1 


The  New  Zealand  Government  is  preparing  to  handle  the  saburban 
passenger  traffic  on  the  State  railways  in  this  Dominion  in  ft  more 
economical  and  satisfactory  way  than  by  the  usual  steam  lines,  and 


tion  engine  electric  rail  coach,  as  described  by  the  following  clipping 
from  the  Auckland  Star,  a  leading  daily  of  this  city: 

In  contjnuatton  of  Its  experiments  with  motor  mil  conches  for  dealing  with 
the  light  "and  frequent  survk-es  requiretl  in  tlie  suburhan  dlKtrlcts  of  tlie  Do- 
mlnfun,  the  railway  (lepartmeut  has  onlered  a  2U0-hon«power  petrol  electric  rail 
coach  from  the  Thonifls  Trnnsniisslon  Co..  an  English  firm,  which  has  evolved 
wliut  is  claimed  to  be  a  eresitly  Improved  means  of  conveying  power  from  tl»e 
I)etroi  motor  to  the  drlvlns  wliM»la,  Tlw  dlsadvantase  of  petrol  motors  in  mli- 
way  work  is  tlie  \ack  of  eiastlcity  In  power  output.  However,  by  using  the  motor 
to  geiioriile  electricity,  wiilch  is  then  employed  through  an  electric  motor,  tte 
difllculty  is  overcome.  The  latest  motor  coHch  to  lie  ordered  for  the  New  K^^nd 
railways  has  an  eight-cylinder  petrol  motor,  with  n  power  tranffmlsslon  feature 
which  is  quite  unique,  being  a  combination  of  elettric  and  mechanical.  In  work- 
ing up  speed  the  electrical  machines  are  used,  but  wtien  the  vehicle  tins  reaped 
a  qieed  at  which  the  motors  can  be  run  at  an  economical  speed  geared  direet  to 
the  road  wheels,  a  direct  mechanical  drive  come»  automutlcully  into  use,  tlie 
more  complicated  electromechanical  drive  being  automatically  put  out.  During 
trials  In  Biriuinf^mm  the  engine  pulled  loads  of  120  and  200  tuns,  and  It  Is 
Intended  to  give  a  speed  of  40  miles  per  hour  on  the  level.  It  w^lll  be  capable 
of  pulling  a  trailer. 


irSE  OF  CEKEHT  S^IiniLE  IN  AT.K  AT.T  SOII^  JKC&EASIHC^. 

As  a  result  of  the  publication  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Standards  of  its  experience  in  testing,,  during  a  year's  period,  cement 
draintile  in  alkali  soils,  two  large  contracts  have  been  let  in  Utah. 
One  is  for  more  than  200  miles  of  cement  draintile,  and  the  other  for 
about  68  miles  of  cement  tile. 

The  bureau  has  more  extended  tests  under  way,  and  believes  that 
if  the  tile  continues  to  resist  the  action  of  alkali  in  experimental 
drains  as  it  has  in  the  single  year's  tests,  this  will  result  in  the  exten- 
sive use  of  cement  draintile  in  Western  districts,  with  appr«K^bible 
saving  to  irrigation  farmers. 

The  bureau  is  now  testing  tile  placed  two  years  ago  in  alkali  dis- 
tricts, and  superintending  the  placing  of  new  test  specimens  and 
taking  samples  of  soil,  water,  and  tile. 


Vice  Consal  Leon  Bohm  de  Sauvanne,  in  forwarding  samples  of 
fleecy  fabrics  sold  in  Berne,  states  that  the  principal  houses  selling 

these  goods  in  that  Swiss  city  have  direct  connections  with  the  manu- 
facturers. He  also  says  that  two  important  local  firms  informed 
hira  that  Zurich  and  Geneva,  which  have  factories  making  women's 
wrappei-s,  dressing  sacques,  and  children's  clothes,  present  larger 
markets  for  the  sale  of  fleecy  fabrics  than  does  Berne,  which  has  no 
establishments  of  this  character. 

[Tlie  samples  above  mmtloned  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Forelvi 
and  Domestic  Gommeroe  or  its  bruncL  offices;  refer  to  tile  Ho.  G7555.3 


with  that  in  view  has  ordered 


lecially  designed  internal  combns- 
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HEEB  07  SEIFFIHa  USES  TO  SOTTCH  AUESICA. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  has  made  public  the  following 
letter  dated  November  18, 1915,  which  he  received  from  the  Cohimbua 
Bolt  Works  Co.,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  relative  to  the  necessity  for  the 
establishment  of  lines  of  shipping  vessels  between  United  States  ports 
Dnd  those  of  South  America : 

H<m.  William  C.  Redfield, 

Secretary  of  Commerce,  Wa$hington,  D.  O. 

Dear  Snt:  In  connection  with  export  from  the  United  States  to  South  America 
there  Is  one  difficulty  presenting  Itself  at  the  present,  which  la  our  opinion  will 
greatly  handicap  the  exporting  by  this  country  to  Soudi  America  after  the 
settlement  of  the  present  unpleasant  conditions  in  Europe,  and  we  are  taking 
the  liberty  of  calling  this  to  your  attention,  although  we  preftume  steps  have 
been  taken  to  overcome  this  dlftlculty,  but  if  others  have  called  this  to  your 
attention  we  desire  to  add  to  their  statement,  and  the  wish  we  desire  to  make 
la  this : 

To  a  certain  extent  goods  made  in  the  United  States  are  different  from  those 
made  In  European  countries,  and  It  will  be  necessary  to  a  more  or  less  degrw 
to  substitute  dUTer^it  styles  than  the  people  In  South  America  are  now  pur- 
chasing In  various  lines  of  material ;  and  this  being  the  case,  the  trade  of  South 
America  will  naturally  drift  back  to  European  countries  unless  It  will  be  i>os- 
sible  In  some  way  to  establish  a  line  of  shipping  vessels  between  the  United 
States  ports  and  those  of  South  America  that  will  be  able  to  driver  the  goods 
to  those  points  quicker  than  from  European  connections. 

We  believe  questions  of  shipments  will  largely  goTern  the  adoption  of  stand- 
ards used  In  this  country.  Our  attention  has  been  forcefully  called  to  this  by 
the  fact  that  we  shipped  some  material  In  August  and  to  onr  definite  kDowle<lgB 
tfats  shipment  has  just  arrived  at  point  of  delivery.  We  are  Informed  bj;  our 
r^iresentatlve'tlUit  shipments  from  Europe  are  never  longer  than  from  two  to 
■  three  weeks  on  the  way,  and  we  are  colling  this  to  your  attention,  thinking  per- 
haps yon  might  wish  to  take  st^  to  eliminate  the  delays  of  traiiq>ortatloii. 


SSmSH  FOtTEST  EZFOATS  AHD  IMFOBTS. 

The  Briti^  Board  of  Trade  returns  show  that  the  value  of  British 
pottery  exported  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  October,  1915,  was 
$890,720,  compared  with  $864,431  in  October,  1914,  and  $1,446,080  in 
October,  1913. 

For  the  ten  months  ended  October  31,  1915,  the  exports  amounted 
to  $8,295,981,  compared  with  $11,098,214  for  the  same  period  in  1914, 
and  $13,884,480  for  1913. 

The  value  of  pottery  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  October, 
1915,  was  $110,250,  compared  with  $45^234  for  October,  1914,  and 
$482,187  for  1913. 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  pottery  for  the  ten  months  ended 
October  31,  1915,  was  $760,571,  compared  with  $3,581,778  for  th^ 
same  period  of  1914,  and  $4,302,463  for  1913. 


AUSIBIAN  aSAFE  SEED  AS  A  BAW  UATEBIAL. 

[Conml  Oeneral  Albert  Balstcad.  Vienna,  Not.  5.] 

The  grape  seed  to  the  ordinary  individual,  is  simply  a  waste  prod- 
uct, but  the  value  of  many  kinds  of  neglected  waste  products  as  now 
being  taught  by  the  Austrian  Ministry  of  Commerce  calls  attention 
to  one  of  these  overlooked  raw  materials.  The  oil  is  to  be  extracted 
from  the  grape  seeds  remaining  after  this  year's  vinta^  and  used 
suitably,  while  the  cal%  and  extxact  meals  remaining  will  be  utilized 
as  stock  food. 
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XIAIUVXABKET  TOB  AXEBIG&V  UnOCOL 

[CoDinil  WUIlam  F.  Keltey.  Rome.  Oct  80.) 

For  many  years  Italy  has  imported  lumber  from  foreign  countries 
to  the  vahte  of  $25,000,000  annually,  principally  from  Austria-Hun- 
gary and  ^Russia,  and  to  a  smaller  extent  from  the  United  States.  In 
niese  imports  the  Rome  consular  district  plays  an  importaut  part,  as 
practically  no  lumber  is  produced  in  this  part  of  Italy. 

Italian  economists,  statesmen,  and  business  men  are  engaged  in  the 
study  of  means  to  render  Italy  less  dependent  upon  imports  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  national  industries,  and  the  question  of  lumber 
imports  has  been  examined.  The  available  timber  in  all  Italy,  how- 
ever, is  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  coimtry,  and  it  is  not  consid- 
ered possible,  even  by  the  adoption  of  a  rigid  system  of  afforestation 
and  scientiiic  methods,  of  cultivation,  to  increase  the  supply  suffi- 
ciently to  cover  the  demand. 

Albaaia'k  Grest  Forests — Immediate  OppoTiniilty  for  Amerloan  Luater. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  in  the  adjacent  territory  of  Albania 
there  are  vast  virgin  forests  of  pine,  beech,  elm,  ash,  and  oak,  which, 
under  careful  management  and  systematic  exploitation,  would  sup- 
ply the  Italian  market  for  many  years  with  practically  all  the  wood 
required.  While  this  plan  necessarily  depends  upon  man^r  con- 
tingencies, there  is  little  doubt  that  the  forests  of  Albania  will  be- 
come one  of  the  principal  sources  of  supply  for  the  Italian  marbrt, 
owing  to  the  vast  natural  lumber  wealth  of  that  country,  its  prox- 
imity to  the  Italian  market,  and  the  possibilil^  of  an  exchange  of 
Italian  products  for  Albanian  lumber. 

In  the  meantime  there  is  a  very  large  demand  in  this  district  for 
lumber  and  wood  of  all  kinds,  owing  to  the  absence  of  »ipplies  from 
Austria- Hungary.  Railroad  ties  and  planking  are  especially  in  de- 
mand, and  it  would  appear  that  American  lumW  should  fold  a  good 
market  in  this  country.  The  great  difficulties  to  be  overcome  are  the 
high  freight  rates — owing  to  the  comparative  lack  of  return  freights — 
and  heavy  insurance  premiums.  Apparently  the  freight  difficulty  can 
be  solved  only  by  obtaining  special  time  charters  for  vessels  to  carry 
the  lumber  to  Italy.  It  is  possible  that,  in  a  certain  measure,  return 
freights  could  be  found  in  cork  wood  and  mineral  ores  from  the  is- 
land of  Sardinia,  within  the  limits  of  this  consular  district.  While 
this  enterprise  would  be  in  a  sense  specnlative,  it  is  beliei^  that  it 
would  merit  the  serious  study  of  American  lumber  exportera 
Sng^stions  for  American  Lomlwr  Exporters. 

A  great  difficulty  to  the  Italian  purchaser  of  American  lumber  is 
his  inability  to  understand  the  technical  expressions  that  govern  the 
trade  in  the  United  States.  For  instance,  no  Italian  merchant  would 
understand  a  cable  recently  brought  to  this  consulate  for  interpre- 
tation by  a  prospective  buyer,  quoting  a  price  "  per  running  foot." 
The  amount  spent  on  this  tele^am  was  absolutely  wasted,  irre- 
spective of  the  valuable  time  lost  in  seeking  explanatiens  and  coming 
to  an  understanding.  Cubic  feet  can  ea^ly  be  converted  into  cubie 
meters  by  an  Italian  buyer,  when  he  understands  that  sales  are  by 
cubic  feet,  but  he  must  have  a  straight  offer  in  plain,  nntechniou 
terms  to  work  upon  before  he  is  in  a  position  to  judge  the  vtloe  ot 
any  quotation. 
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In  quoting  for  large  contracts  with  firms  in  Rome  or  in  Italy  it  is 
not  always  necessary  to  conform  to  specifications  in  minor  details. 
For  example,  railroad  ties,  telegraph  poles,  etc.,  are  frequently  de- 
manded bored,  drilled,  chamfered,  or  turned  in  a  certain  manner; 
and  this  work  would  not  be  profitable  for  the  Ajnerican  exporter  to 
undertake.  It  is  frequently  possible  to  close  a  contract  for  such 
supplies,  excluding  the  minor  details,  but  care  should,  of  course,  be 
taken  to  have  a  clear  understanding  on  both  sides  as  to  the  exact 
specifications  and  the  obligations  incurred. 

[The  oaraes  of  several  large  luniber  dealers  and  contractors  Id  this  consalar 
district  who  are  desirous  of  obtaining  quotations  tor  American  lumber  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Burenii  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  brancb 
offices.   Itefer  to  file  No.  69068.] 


UAKUfACITJEINa  FIRU  AIDED  BT  "  COUHEBCE  BEPOBTS." 

[Commercial  Asent  B.  G.  Babbitt.  Sao  FraDclsco.  Not.  lO.) 

A  letter  from  a  manufacturing  concern  in  Southern  California, 
setting  forth  advantages  which  the  firm  has  derived  from  informa- 
tion ramished  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
has  been  received  at  this  office.  The  following  excerpts  may  be  of 
interest: 

Abont  two  months  ntco  we  subncrlbed  to  Oommerck  Rbtobts.  It  seems 
stranpe  that  we  should  have  been  doing  more  or  less  of  an  export  business  tar 
ttie  last  10  years  and  never  before  have  been  in  touch  with  the  Government 
service.  We  are  surprised  and  delighted  at  the  help  Coumcbce  Uepobts  has 
been  to  us.       ,  . 

I^st  year  w^  seht  one  of  Var  salesmen  to  Anstralia  and  New  Zealand  and 
trade  bos  Increased  nearly  600  per  coit  over  any  [meceding  year.  We  wish 
now  to  cultivate  the  Soutb  American  trade  for  one  season  and  then  send  a 
salesman  down  there. 

We  shall  tntce  pleasure  In  calling  at  your  office  at  the  earliest  dvortunltj. 
that  we  may  become  more  familiar  with  the  data  you  have  to  offer. 


GEBXAH  POTASH  SYHDICATE  IHGBEASES  FBIGE  OF  SACKS. 

[Consal  Talbot  J.  Alb»t.  Bniiu«l<^  Not.  1.1 

The  potash  syndicate  has  ^ven  notice  that  it  has  again  increased 
the  price  of  sacks.  The  kainit  and  camallit  sacks  for  100  kilos  (220 
pounds)  cost  since  October  7, 1915, 88  cents  apiece;  the  potash  manure 
sacks  for  100  kilos,  36  cents;  the  peat-mull  admixture  (TorfmuU- 
beimischung)  cost  1  cent  more.  The  syndicate  at  the  same  time  re- 
serves the  choice  of  material  out  of  which  the  sacks  are  made — jtite, 
textile,  or  cotton.  Consumers  have  been  repeatedly  requested  not  to 
take  their  supplies  in  sacks.  At  the  same  time  the  siyndicate  de- 
clares that  it  is  ready  to  receive  freight-free  for  refilling  jute  sacks 
which  have  been  used  and  are  in  sound  condition,  but  only  such  as 
have  a  capacity  of  100  kilos.  A  charge  of  1  cent  will  be  made  for  the 
refilling  of  used  sacks  for  double  hundred  veigbt.  This  order  is 
valid  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

Wanted  supplies  of  trouser  clasps  have  been  secured  in  the  United 
States  by  a  Leeds  firm,  and  cream  of  tartar  substitutes  and  fancy 
goods  will  probably  be  obtained  here  also  «s  the  result  of  correspond- 
enoe  followmg  the  publication  in  Commerce  Reports  of  Trade  Oppor- 
tunity notes  submitted  by  Consul  Homer  M.  Byington,  of  that  English 
city. 
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UAEKET  FOE  HABBWARE  IH  PABAOVAT. 

[Consul  Samael  Hamilton  WUey.  AbudcIoq,  Oct  22.] 

The  value  of  hardware  imported  into  Paraguay  during  1913  (the 
latest  year  during  which  commercial  conditions  were  normal)  was 
$1,500,685.  The  principal  countries  of  origin  were  Great  Britain 
($622,478),  Germany  ($470,847),  United  States  ($208,068),  France 
($22,698),  and  Belgium  ($96,604). 

The  division  hardware,  in  the  customs  classification  of  Paraguay, 
includes  a  wide  range  of  articles,  many  of  which  are  not  included  m. 
the  term  as  used  in  the  Ignited  States.  The  imports  under  this  head 
from  Great  Britain  include  tram  cars  and  equipment  to  a  consider- 
able value;  from  Belgium,  cement;  and  from  the  United  States,  agri- 
cultural implements  and  sewing  machines.  The  ^eater  part  of  the 
hardware,  as  this  term  is  understood  in  the  United  States,  is  im- 
ported from  Germany,  Great  Britain,  France,  and  the  United  States, 
especially  from  Germany. 

The  competition  of  (jermanj,  Great  Britain,  and  France  being 
at  present  to  a  great  extent  eliminated,  there  exists  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  American  hardware  manufacturers  to  capture  the  market 
here.  This  can  not  be  done,  however,  by  procuring  a  list  of  dealers 
here  and  bombarding  them  with  catalogues  and  letters,  principally  in 
English.  The  hardware  dealers  here  are  of  the  opinion  that  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  should  take  pains  to  study  their  lines  and  to  pro- 
vide them  with  the  articles  they  want,  in  the  qualities  and  styles  uiey 
van^ 

ClatMS  of  Ooodi  Wanted— Kef&od  of  ZnterlBK  Xarket 

There  are  practically  only  two  classes  of  hardware  and  cutlery  sold 
in  Paraguay — very  good  quality  sold  at  high  prices,  and  very  poor 
quality  sold  at  very  low  prices.  The  latter  class  is  the  one  in  most 
demand  and  should  be  the  subject  of  the  closest  study.  Apart  from 
its  being  the  class  in  greatest  demand,  it  includes  the  great^  number 
of  articles  that  are  not  manufactured  in^the  United  States  or  not 
manufactured  in  the  qualities  used  here. 

American  manufacturers  d^iring  to  rater  the  hardware  market  in 
Paraguay  should  make  a  study  of  the  articles  offered  for  sale  here, 
of  the  styles  and  qualities  of  these  articles,  and  of  the  prices  at  which 
they  have  been  sold  by  European  manufacturers.  By  doing  this 
and  bv  duplicating  the  articles  at  prices  as  low  as  they  have  been  sup- 
plied by  European  manufacturers  they  can  gain  the  hardware  market 
of  Paraguay.  If  liiis  is  not  done,  the  dealers  here  will  buy  small  lota 
from  the  United  States  for  present  needs  and  will  p<»tpone  orderii^ 
goods  in  quantity  until  the  European  manufacturers  are  again  in  a 
position  to  supply  them. 

Special  Articles  Wanted. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  a  few  articles  used  here  which  either  are 
not  manufactured  in  the  United  States  or  are  not  manufactured  in 
the  qualities  used  here : 

Steel  narrow  butts,  of  the  same  pattern  as  those  made  in  the  United 
States,  made  in  the  cheapest  quality  of  steel,  unpolished,  in  sizes  of 
ftj,  3,  3J,  4,  4i,  5,  6,  ^nd  7  inches. 

bead  locks,  French  pattern,  in  sizes  of  3  by  3J,  84  by  41,  by  5, 
and  3^  by  5^  inches,  made  up  of  very  cheap  mateziiu.  JTlua  pattern 
lock  ia  used  hare  almost  excluiuvely. 
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Tape  lines,  of  linen  and  steel  tape,  marked  in  meters  and  centi- 
meters on  one  side  and  in  Argentine  varas  on  the  other.  Hie  Argen- 
tine vara  is  34.0944  inches  and  is  used  principally  as  a  wood  and 
timber  measurement. 

Cook^s  knives,  French  pattern,  of  very  cheap  material,  in  sizes  of 
4  to  14  inchea 

Pin  steel  butts,  called  here  "  fichas,"  with  three  leaves,  in  polished 
Bteel  and  in  nickel  plate. 

Bridle  bits,  polished  steel,  blued  steel,  and  nickel  plated,  of  a  special 
pattern.  The  American  bit  is  unsalable  here. 

Machetes  are  sold  here  in  quantities  of  6,000  to  8,000  dozens  a  year 
at  $0.60  to  $5  per  dozen.  The  pattern  and  prices  must  be  well  studied. 

Hammers,  French  pattern,  are  sold  here  in  large  quantities,  made 
•f  a  very  cheap  grade  of  cast  iron  with  common  handles. 

[A  Hst  of  the  principal  hardware  dealers  of  PuraRuay  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices,  liefer  to 
file  No.  60042.] 


OFFICIAL  KUHBEBS  FOR  HEBCHAHT  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
awarded  to  saiHn^  and  steam  screw  merchant  vessels  by  the 
Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce,  during  the  week 
ended  November  20,  1915: 


OOeU 

Bignal 

Taraaga. 

Yaar 

WtaanlmlU. 

Honapocti 

numto. 

Qmo, 

Hat. 

buai. 

Ooldan  OnU... 

LFOV" 

%m 

2,273 

1888 

Wtaltehavwi,  Eii(- 
land. 

Baa  FraDoisca. 

■tesm  Rc-tfir: 

Amazonia.  

LFQR 

2,  log 

1,327 

1891 

Neweastlft.oa-T]n)a. 

NawYorlc. 

LFQO 
LFQS 

I.7S3 

1.135 

1903 

Be  Ren.  Norway  ... 
Sao  FraneiseOk  Cal. . 

Bob  Franeise& 

2137<» 

8.(04 

4,S80 

1916 

Da 

«  PorefEn-bant  vessel  admltiad  to  Amartoan  ngbti7  under  the  Act  of  Ani.  1%  1914. 
»  Formerly  Briti^  ship  Ooldan  Oaie. 
cFormerlj  BnuHlan  st.s  AmMoala. 
4  FonnerLy  Uexicau  et.  e  HoKailaa. 

Foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act 
•f  August  18,  1914,  since  June  30,  1915  numbered  22,  of  56,996  tons. 

SWATOW  UABEET  FOE  NAILS. 

[Consul  George  C.  Uanson,  Swatow,  China,  Oct  20.1 

Imports  of  wire  nails  into  Swatow  have  fallen  ofif  on  account  of 
the  war.  The  import  figures  for  the  last  six  years  follow:  1910,  317 
tons;  1911,  397  tons;  1912,  406  tons;  1913,  584  tons;  1914,  488  tons; 
1915  (9  months),  227  tons. 

The  fact  that  wire  nails  are  coming  into  Swatow  in  quantities  not 
sufficient  to  supply  the  normal  demand,  warrants  the  assumption  that 
there  is  an  opportunity  in  this  market  for  American  manufactures 
of  this  article. 

[Samples  of  nails  used  In  Swatow  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of  Forelim 
and  Dontestlc  Commerce  or  its  branch  ofilces,  which  will  also  supply  the  names 
•f  Importers  who  would  be  interested  In  hearing  flrom  American  manufacturers. 
Refer  to  file  Ho.  TOOTa] 
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BANE  STATEHEHT  OF  FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARS. 

A  further  increase  of  about  $13,000,000  in  net  reserve  deposits,  a 
gain  of  over  $10,000,000  in  combined  total  reserves,  and  an  addition 
of  about  $5,000,000  to  total  gold  reserves  is  indicated  by  the  weekly 
bank  statement  made  public  by  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  at  close 
of  business  on  November  20,  1915.  The  New  York  bank  reports  a 
gfiin  of  $8,400,000  in  total  reserve  and  of  $4,300,000  in  gold  reserve; 
Philadelphia  shows  an  increase  in  total  and  gold  reserves  of  over 
$2,000,000,  while  Kansas  City  and  Cleveland  each  report  an  increase 
of  over  $1,000,000  in  their  gold  and  total  reserves.  The  gold  re- 
sources of  the  system,  inclucung  the  amounts  of  gold  under  control 
of  the  Federal  Reserve  agents,  stand  at  present  at  $492,200,000,  com- 
pared with  $482,700,000  shown  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  week.  The 
gain  of  gold  bv  the  system  was  about  $59,000,000  for  the  last  month, 
about  $133,000',000  for  the  last  three  months,  $194,000,000  for  the  last 
six  months,  and  over  $2(53,000,000  for  the  last  year.  The  proportion 
of  gold  held  by  Federal  Reserve  agents,  either  in  their  own  vaults  or 
in  Washington,  has  risen  during  the  last  six  months  from  slightly 
over  18  to  about  35  per  cent  of  the  total  gold  resources  of  the  ^stem. 

The  total  amount  of  commercial  and  oank  paper  in  the  hands  of 
the  banks,  $48,900,000,  shows  an  increase  of  $3,800,000  over  the  pre- 
ceding weekly  total.  This  gain  is  due  chiefly  to  the  larger  amounts 
of  discounts  held  by  the  three  Southern  banks  and  the  considerable 
purchases  of  acceptances  reported  for  the  past  week  by  the  Bost(»i 
and  New  York  banks.  The  present  week's  totals  for  both  classes  of 
paper  are  larger  than  for  any  previous  week  and  together  constitute 
about  55  per  cent  of  the  total  earning  assets.  The  three  Southern 
banks  re]>ort  about  63  per  cent  of  the  entire  amount  of  discounts 
held,  against  about  CO  per  cent  the  week  before  and  about  70  per 
cent  three  months  befoi'e.  TIte  share  of  bankers*  acceptances  in  the 
total  bill  holdings  of  the  banks  stands  now  at  about  33  per  cent. 
The  distribution  of  the  paper  by  maturities  indicates  considerable 
gains  in  the  holdings  of  bills  with  the  longer  matiirities.  Thus  the 
proportion  of  paper  falling  due  after  30  but  within  60  days  from 
date  of  statement  increased  during  the  week  from  35.1  to  37.4  per 
cent,  while  the  proportion  of  paper  maturing  after  90  days  (mostly 
agricultural  ana  live-stock  paper)  increased  from  7.4  to  7.8  per  cenk 
of  the  total.  A  large  relative  decrease  from  27.3  to  22.7  per  cent  is 
shown  for  paper  maturing  after  10  but  within  30  days,  while  the  per- 
centage of  paper  matunng  within  10  days  shows  an  increase  m>m 
10.2  to  12.6  per  cent. 

Additional  purchases  of  ^5,000  United  States  bonds  are  reported 
by  four  banks.  The  amoimt  of  warrants  on  hand  shows  a  decline  of 
about  $311,000,  New  York  and  Philadelphia  reporting  the  largest  de- 
creases for  the  week.  The  ratio  of  earning  assets  to  capital  is  163 
l>er  cent,  compared  with  156  per  cent  for  the  preceding  week  and 
142  per  cent  about  three  months  ago. 

All  banlis,  except  Atlanta,  show  substantial  gains  for  the  week  in 
net  reserve  deposits.  New  York  reports  an  increase  of  about  $7,000,- 
000,  while  Kansas  City,  Boston,  and  Cleveland  report  gains  of  over 
$1,000,000  each.  The  gain  in  net  deposits  was  $54,000,000  for  the  last 
month,  about  $81,000,000  for  the  last  three  months,  about  $106,000,000 
for  the  last  six  months,^  aad  about  $149,000,000  for  the  last  year. 
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Fedenl  Keserve  ageAts  report  a  total  of  $187,900,000  of  notes  oiit- 
etarding,  an  increase  for  the  wedc  of  $4,600,000.  Against  this  total 
they  hold  $171,000,000  of  gold,  $100,000  of  lawful  money,  and 
$17,600,000  of  paper.  The  banks  report  a  total  note  circulation  of 
$165,800,000  and  a  net  liability  thereon  of  $13,400,000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  resources  and  liabilities  of  the  Fed- 
eral Iteser\*e  banks  at  the  close  of  business  on  May  28,  August  27, 
October  29,  November  19,  and  Novonber  26,  1915 : 


May  2S,  1915. 

Ang.  27.  lOU. 

Oct.  39,  ms. 

Not.  19, 1916. 

Not.  20, 1015. 

KESOUICtt. 

•oM  ado  «Dd  OTtUntM  In 

OoM  Bdttlotnant  InDd  

OoU  redamptton  fund  wUSt 

XtEtl-teodM*  Dotu,  silver,  eto . . . 

S21!t,lj)T.«n 
23.U.W3 

L02T.000 

«m.i«i.Mn 
K.tM  no 

1.104.000 

4nft,3ii.no 

«t,«IO.«OB 

1,222.000 

SH5.400.0Q0 
00.34  >.0Q0 

1.233  000 

SMS.  900.400 
71,830,000 

1,252,000 

243.640  000 
31.980.000 

2C6. 179.000 
19.878.000 

3S1. 403.000 
87.0^.000 

.3U.977  000 
32.173  000 

321.038,400 
37.213.000 

375.639.000 

388.057.000 

ild.VA  000 

348. 160.000 

358.380.000 

BJDs  dlseaonted  and  bowbt: 
HMwttta- 

WJtUn  M  dftys  

12,flB7.aU 
It.  CI  DOB 

S.621.000 

4.445. 000 

I0.65K  000 

n.am  ooi 

8.&ti2  DOO 
l.Mi  000 

«.«B.aoo 

10.595  ono 

U.»lt9  000 
«.45«>O0» 
2.03.000 

4.MS3  ono 

12.320  OOrt 
U.835  non 

0  «ui.aoo 

S. 373.400 

«.i44.flB 

11.139.000 
n.32.t  000 
O.&M40O 
3.831.000 

<2.mO0D 

44.007.000 

46. 149.000 

48,973,000 

iDnstmenls:       .        '  . 
United  8tatM'Mnd8;.i....: 

Dob  trwn    Foderail  .nearre 
twiiks(n«l) 

33.094  000 

7,7u.oeo 
' '  r.moio 

•.na.ooo- 

39.808.000 
O.SW.00O 

4.«s.iino 

M,iir.an 

35.014  000 

i9.m«io 

flOO 
S.O45.000 

12.674.000 
27.S19,n00 
lS.m.000 

U.fOff  ooo 
S.083.DD0 

13.919.000 
27. 308. ono 
19,170.000 

mjoq  noo 
4.«$soao 

8W  347.«n 

S8&.9n.a» 

OB.SM.OOa 

471«  773.000 

48S.S43.0a0 

LUBiunu. 

Cc|rft«l|nldtn   

OwOTmem  depaShi  

JUl«ttMrlUbilltiM  „  

T«tri!laMUtiM  

•etd  reflorvA  ng^st  n«t  \M>ni- 
Hm*  ~  par  rant.. 

Quh  nserve  agatm  net  ItoWU- 
tln*  p«rcmt.. 

Casta  rnerve  agalast  aW  deposit 
Uabltltifn,  tftfr  wttlnf!  a'^lda 
40  per  cent  gold  reserve  SfSlnst 
ain  amount  of  Federal  Rfrwrva 
««t«ikifltindBtl«ne.p«r  eent. . 

"9Bi,'iri,'an' 

10,021.000 
S,llS,flW 

M.OB0.O00 

"aii'mlono' 

U,  734.000 

i,Mt7,ono 

H,nR,ooo 
is,oeo,«oo 
stt.EM.am 

ld.4U.000 
3,«41.«00 

•4,ft'4,<«e 

15,000,400 
JM,9U7,flD0 

u,m.too 

8,990,n» 

H,f>«.4ID 

i.s,an,oaD 

307, 96?.  ono 

is.8<<s,4ao 
4,iM.oao 

3n0.H7.D00l  388,9(3,000 

420.951,000 

471. 773,  mo 

485,342,000 

«3.<1 

83.1 

n.3 

».8 

77.3 
S7.fi 

SI.4 

79.0 
87.7 

aoLS 

77.4 
IS.0 

8L8 

«I^ftew  4ntnm«ltbet««a>  Fednl  Rnerveteala,  mbUti  wm%9t,mjaB0,  M,MS^OIO,  IBS33,4lik 
IW,ia7,000,  and  114,053,000,  respectively,  on  tbe  dales  menthmsd. 


OOlTSXnATE  WASTS  CATALOaTTEa 

ICMnl  9.  S.  Aiwtronc.  Jr.,  fiitotol,  B^laiid.  Oct.  SB.] 

This  consulate  would  be  pleased  to  receive  catnln^ies  and  price 
Ikte  from  American  mnniifficturers  of  goods  of  all  Icimls.  Owing  to 
the  present  Urge  d^nand  for  American  products,  a  complete  file  of 
catalogues  would  be  of  considerable  udviintage  to  be  sliown  to  local 
dealers  d^iring  to  be  placed-  in  touch  w,i^  sources  of  supply  in  .the 
United  States. 
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EABvnras  of  spaitish  railway  coxfavies. 

(Consal  nobertsoQ  Bowy,  Hsdnd,  Oct  30.| 

The  latest  edition  of  the  Gacota  do  los  Caminos  de  Hierro.  pub- 
lished in  Madrid,  contrasts  the  1915  earnings  of  the  five  loading  rail- 
ways of  Spain  with  the  earninfjs  of  1914  (January  1  to  October  10). 
The  figures  are  in  pesetas,  which  have  been  of  the  average  value  of 
about  19.7  cents  during  the  period  covered. 


1914 

9.2H7 
2,277 
7h3 
266 
216 

Pttftn*. 
116  014  (IRS 
97.732.C»3 
:3.4t>3  2\1 
4.^7.3^6 

Pfirtat. 
114  a<<3.0» 
VfiA'Z  350 
23  D13  S2< 
4.749.149 
3. 191.312 

2ti,830,eU 

The  gain  in  1915  over  1914  is  3,503,034  pesetas.  The  reinainino| 
railway  systems  of  the  country  are  of  loss  mileage  than  the  lowest  of 
the  above  and  show  a  loss  in  1915  over  1914.  freight  and  passenger 
rates  are  the  same  as  last  year;  olHcials  of  the  roads  state  that  pas- 
senger traflic  has  been  lighter  in  1915  than  in  1914,  but  that  the  vol- 
ume of  freight  has  large^  increased. 


CANASIAH  E&fl  STANBABSS.  '  ' 

[ConBTil  Peliz  8.  8.  Jobnson.  Klnsstos,  Ontario,  Not.  12.1 

The  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Ottawa  has  provided 
standards  in  three  general  classes  ror  eggs — ''^  fresh  gathered,"  "  stor- 
age," and  "  cracked  and  dirties." 

Four  grades  are  provided  in  the  first  class,  three  in  second,  and 
two  in  .the  third.  In  the  "fresh-gathered"  class  are  "specials." 
"  extras,"  No.  1*8,  and  No.  2's.  The  grade  "  specials  "  is  omitted  from 
the  "storage"  class  and  both  specials  and  extras  from  the  class  for 
"  cracked  and  dirties."  "  Specials,"  according  to  the  standards,  are 
eggs  of  uniform  size  weighing  over  24  ounces  to  the  dozen  or  over  45 
pounds  net  to  the  30-dozen  case;  absolutely  clean,  strong,  and  sound 
in  shell ;  air  cell  small  (not  over  three-sixteenths  of  an  inch  in  depth), 
white  of  egg  firm  and  clear,  and  yolk  dimly  visible;  free  from  blood 
clots. 

"  Extras"  are  eggs  of  good  size,  weighing  at  least  24  ounces  to  the 
dozen  or  45  pounds  net  to  the  30-dozen  case;  clean,  sound  in  shell; 
air  cell  less  than  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  depth,  with  white  of  egg 
firm  and  volk  slightly  visible. 

"  No,  l^s  "  are  eggs  weighing  at  least  23  ounces  to  the  dozen  or  43 
pounds  net  to  the  30-dozen  case;  clean,  sound  in  shell;  air  cells  less 
than  one-half  inch  in  depth ;  white  of  egg  reasonably  firm,  yolk  visible 
but  mobile,  not  stuck  to  the  shell  or  seriously  out  of  place. 

"  No.  2*s  "  are  eggs  clean,  sound  in  shell ;  may  contain  weak  and 
watery  eggs  and  eggs  with  heavy  yolks,  and  all  other  egg^  sound  in 
shell  and  fit  for  food. 
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AKEICAH  S/tT.KmrK1ff  VISIT  ONTARIO. 

ICoBioJ  PeUx  a  8.  Johnson,  Eltic>ton.  Cauda.  Not.  12.) 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  increase  of  American  trade  at  this  port 
and  to  meet  the  large  number  of  American  salesmen  now  visiting 
Kingston. 

^Vool  yarn,  formerly  altogether  imported  from  Great  Britain  by 
the  Kingston  Knitting  I.lill,  now  comes  from  the  United  States. 
Under  former  conditions  it  was  not  possible  to  sell  and  compete  with 
England  owing  to  the  preferential  tariff  rates  given  hy  Canada  to 
the  motherland.  That  Amei'ican  manufacturers  are  keen  to  the  op- 
portunities existing  in  Canada,  especially  in  this  consular  district, 
18  shown  by  the  large  number  of  commercial  inquiries  received  duily 
at  this  consulate.  lUngston  importers  are  now  making  regular  trips 
to  New  York  City  for  purchases,  and  the  large  increase  in  the  Cana- 
dian  Govemmenrs  revenue  in  customs  at  this  poi*t  shows  that  the 
United  States  now  ranks  first  in  supplying  Uie  needs  of  the  local 
merchants. 


DATE  GBOWma  IH  THE  PTTITJAB. 

[Connil  Janm  Oliver  Lalog.  KaraclU.  India.  OcL  12.] 

Date  growing  is  progressing  in  the  Province  of  the  Punjab  in 
northern  India.  Dates  nave  been  grown  here  since  the  beginning  of 
time,  but  have  not  been  cultivated  as  well  as  the  dates  in  the  Persian 
Gulf  countries.  The  Government  of  the  Punjab  sent  an  expert  to 
Busrah,  at  the  head  of  th&. Persian  Gulf,.  get  suckers  from  the 
date  palms  there.  It  is  probable  that  these  ^usrah  trees  are  the 
finest  date  trees  in  the  world.  These  suckers  grew  successfully  and 
this  year  dates  were  available  for  the  market.  These  dates  were  so 
dioice  that  they  sold  for  6  annas  ($0.12)  a  pound.  The  ordinary 
country  dates  can  be  bought  for  2  rupees  ($0.65)  for  about  80  or  85 
pounds.  It  is  tiie  intention  of  the  Government  to  develop  this  crop. 
The  demand  for  the  dates  far  outran  the  supply. 


A8SISTANCB  HEHDEBES  GBBWS  OF  BISABISD  VESSELS. 

On  November  24,  1915,  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  commended 
J<^n  W.  St.  G.  Gibbon  and  Christian  T.  Thomasen,  keeper  and 
assistant  keeper,  respectively,  at  Head  of  Passes  Light  Station,  La., 
for  assistance  rendered  to  the  crew  of  the  gasoline  launch  Shirley, 
vhich  was  disabled  in  Southwest  Pass,  La. 

On  November  27,  1915,  the  Seci-etarv  of  Commerce  commended 
Charles  E.  Corlett,  commanding,  and  August  Wanke,  engineer,  on 
Korth  Manitou  Shoal  Light  Vessel  JVo.  66,  Michigan,  for  assistance 
rendered  to  the  motor  boat  Why-Noty  which  was  discovered  in  the 
vicinity  of  Light  Vessel  No,  fff  in  a  disabled  condition. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Forei^  and  Domestic  Commeree. 

"Bern  York,  Aoom  409  Valted  Statei  Cnstomlionse;  Bostoa,  elghteeath  floor 
Valted  States  Cnttomhonse ;  Chicago.  SO*  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonli.  403  Third 
ITatloBal  Baak  Baildln&r;  Atlanta.  521  Poet  Office  Bnlldlog;  New  Orteaat.  1020 
Blbenila  Bank  Bnildlag;  Baa  Praaolsco.  808  United  States  Cnatomhoase;  Seattle* 
MS  AUska  BaUdlng.  CooperatlTe  branch  offices:  Cleveland.  Chamber  of  Com- 
Bierce;  Claelnaftti.  ChambeT  at  Coauieroe;  Lot  Angeles,  Chamber  of  CrauKTce; 
Botnlt,  Boar4  of  Coamotoe;  pmiadolphia.  Chamber  of  Comfflerce. 
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FOSEI&N  TRADE  OP?OBTUIIITLBS. 

[Where  addreasei  are  omitted  tbej  ma/  be  obtained  from  the  Borean  or  Ita  brmMck 

Steel  irfre.  cnrrugntcd,  galvanized  and  plain  iron.  No.  10387.— A  commercial 
agent  of  the  Bureau  transmits  the  name  of  a  firm  in  Argentina  which  desires 
to  represent  American  (irms  for  the  sale  of  all  kinds  of  steel  wire,  corru- 
gated, Kalvanlzeti  and  plain  Iron. 

Cement,  linseed  oil,  barbed  wire,  tcindow  glass,  etc..  No.  19388.— An  American 
consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a  firm  In  that  country  desires  to  estat>- 
llsh  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  Portlaml  cement; 
oxide  of  zinc;  raw,  pale  linseed  oil;  barbed  wire;  window  glass;  steel  I 
beams;  tinplatea;  corrupted,  galvanized  ateel  sheets;  wblte  wall  tUes; 
asbestos  tiles ;  and  tin  for  soldering  purposes. 

Leather.  No.  19389. — A  company  In  tlie  United  States  writes  that  a  firm  In  Ron- 
mania  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  black  and 
orange  harness  leather;  box  kip.  velour,  brown  calf,  and  sterling  kid  shoe 
leather ;  and  leather  for  the  manufacture  of  transmission  belting. 

General  agency.  No.  19390. — A  man  in  Cuba  writes  that  he  desires  to  communi- 
cate with  American  Arms  desiring  to  establish  an  eccluslve  agency  In  Cuba. 
No  particular  line  was  specified. 

Chemical  products.  No.  19391. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  chemical 
manufacturers  with  a  view  to  securing  a  general  agency  for  copper  sulphate, 
caustic  sala,  and  silicate  of  so<la.  Ueference  Is  given.  Quotntiona  for 
various  grades  should  l>e  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  c.  1.  f.  destluutlon.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  In  English. 

Shovels,  forlis,  hoes,  and  cutlasses.  No.  19392. — The  Bureau  is  Informed  by  an 
American  consular  ofllcer  In  South  America  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires 
to  receive  catalogues  and  prices,  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  from  American  manufac- 
turers of  shovels,  toclok  qwdes.  hoes,  and  outlaaseaivaedtlii  ttte  sugar  and  ■ 
rice  Industrtea. 

Shuttle  tUocks,  Na  1939S. — A  firm  In  Canada  writes  the  Bureau  that  It  desires  to 
communicate  with  American  manufactunws  of  "  Slmttla  blocks."  used  In 
the  manufticture  of  brooms. 

Leather  and  shoe  findings.  No.  19394. — ^An  American  consulor  officer  in  Para- 
guay writes  that  a  firm  in  his  <llstrlct  desires  to  purchase  leather  and  shoe 
findings.  Terms  desired  are  ctisli  against  documents  at  destination.  The 
goods  are  to  be  assigned  to  a  buuk.  Correspondence  and  catalogues  should 
be  In  Spnnlsli. 

Portable  buildings  for  qvarantine  station.  No.  193t).'>. — An  American  conatdar 
officer  in  Central  America  re|M>rts  a  possible  market  for  ready-made,  ready- 
to-set-up,  buililhiKs  for  11  new  quarantine  stnti*»n.  Further  information  may 
be  had  on  application  to  tlie  Hnrcau  or  Its  branch  ofUces. 

Fabrics  for  tcouicn's  ctufbhtff.  tint  fiintilx,  wttions,  etc..  No.  19396. — The  commer- 
cial attnclK*'  of  the  itt-pin  tmont  nf  ('omiiii'rce  in  France  writes  that  a  man  in 
that  country  dcslri-s  tti  ri'pn'.>;iMit  Anii-rican  lirms  manufacturing  fabrics  for 
women's  clothing,  dry  strmin.  miilotis.  NllpiH>rK.  ixiper  and  ciinlboard  articles 
for  ofUce  use,  pluirnmceuticitl  prmlucts,  patent  medicines,  and  diemical 
products. 

Crayons,  pencils,  furnishings  for  cor^ts,  ruhhcr  sponges,  ete..  No.  19397. — The 
coumierciai  nttachi^  of  tlip  nopm-iiiicnt  of  ConuuiMce  In  France  reports  that 
a  man  in  that  t-oiinir.v  <li>sii-cs  m  ^'present  American  firms  ninnufacturing 
copying  crayons.  ]>i>ti-  ils.  rurnislilngs  for  corxet-H.  rubber  spongy  cream  sepa- 
rators, kniftliii;  Mi:ir)ihH>s,  thumb  tucks,  gunim  nud  fire  hose,  and  pipes  In 
hard  ruhlH'r  nr  vnlciniite. 

Material  for  uiuliTimir.  No.  19.103. — The  conuuercial  athichC'  of  the  Department 
of  Couuncrci'  In  Austndia  writes  that  a  nian  In  that  country  desires  to 
receive  siiniplc?!.  with  full  pnrtti-ulars  and  .-ipproxlniiite  time  require<l  for 
delivery  of  nintcrinl.  hi  tlu>  plt>«v.  for  manufacturing  underwear.  Pleec7 
lined  unilerweiir  nintcrhtt  fnr  (he  iHMty  and  also  slt-m-p;  ribbed,  knitted  cot- 
ton, vest  inuterial ;  and  plain,  knitieil  cotton,  vest  material,  with  sleeve  and 
neck  binding  nre  desired.-  Sampim  of  the  niaterinl  requhvd  way  be  ex- 
amined at  the  Bureau'MT  Ub  branch  oflicesi  -  <  Itef^r  to  file  Ne.  893.) 
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DTCBEASED  POSTAGE  CHASOE  IN  HEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wluslow.  Auckland,  Oct.  0.] 

The  New  Zealand  Government  has  imposed  a  war  tax  of  one-half 
penny  (1  cent)  additional  on  every  piece  of  mail  (except  news- 
papers) posted  in  this  country,  save  in  case  of  mail  under  the  Postal 
Union  rate  now  paying  5  cents.  Ordinary  letters  to  the  United 
States,  therefore,  must  puy  IJ  pence  (3  cents)  per  ounce  under  the 
new  rate,  as  compared  with  the  former  rate  of  1  penny  (2  cents) 
per  ounce.  This  measure  is  supposed  to  net  $1,308,615. 


BESTEICTIONS  ON  TBAVELEBS  IN  BUS3IAN  FOLANB. 

[Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer,  Breslau,  Germany,  Nor.  8.1 

During  the  period  of  reconstruction  of  civil  government  and  the 
restoration  of  triide  and  commerce  in  Russian  Poland,  now  under 
German  admini.stratlon,  the  Governor  General  at  Warstiw  announces 
in  tlie  press  that  traveiers  for  commcrfial,  economic,  and  historical 
purposes  will  be  admitted  into  tliis  territory  only  when  their  presence 
IS  ahsoliitcly  required.  Excellent  progress  has  already  been  made  in 
railroad  and  postal  communication,  but  there  is  still  a  great  deal  to 
do.  Regular  mail  service  between  Poland  and  countries  outside  of 
Germany  has  not  yet  been  established.  Anyone  bringing  or  sendin<; 
capital  or  supplies  of  any  kind  to  the  stricken  of  this  territory  wifi 
find  an  open  door  at  all  times.  In  all  cases,  however,  tourists  and  com- 
mercial travelers  are  advised  to  consult  one  of  the  American  consu- 
lates along  this  frontier  territory  before  attempting  to  enter. 


The  Philippine  Agricultural  Department  has  sent  700  cacao  and 
500  coffee  trees  to  Iloilo  for  distribution  among  farmers. 
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AMERICAN  TRADE  RESULTS  PRODUCED  DT  SWEDEN. 

tCoonil  EmU  Saner,  Ootebori.  Oct.  16.1 

The  Goteborg  consulate  had  more  than  the  usual  number  of  com- 
mercial inquiries  during  the  past  quai'ter.  Prompt  attention  was 
given  to  them.  The  consulate  has  received  information  of  buainess 
results  in  the  following  instances : 

A  letter  dated  September  1,  1915,  from  a  manufacturers*  agent  in 
New  York  City,  contains  the  following  paragraph : 

I  took  pleasure  In  addressing  you  February  1,  relative  to  my  fodlittes  for 
supplying  forei^  clients  with  Amerlciin  products  of  all  sorts.  I  now  wish  to 
offer  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness  in  placing  my  name  before  inter- 
ested parties  Id  your  consular  district,  and  to  advise  you  that  through  the 
efforts  of  this  most  efficient  service  I  have  beai  brought  In  touch  with  many 
desirable  distributers  nud  consumers,  and  I  have  thereby  been  able  to  make 
valuable  connections,  which  I  could  not  otherwise  have  done. 

A  letter  from  a  firm  of  glue  manufacturers,  dated  September  20, 
1915,  states  that  the  firm  sold  a  trial  order  of  ^lues  to  a  firm  in 
Goteboi^,  with  which  this  consulate  put  them  m  communication. 
These  manufacturers  state :  "  We  ap|)reciate  this  very  much  as  a  trial 
order  and  feel  confident  that  it  will  lead  to  further  business," 

A  special  report  was  made  by  thiaconsulate  on  the  market  for  coal 
in  Sweden  in  Commekce  Reports  for  June  18,  1915.  Coal  remained, 
aside  from  food  products,  of  chief  interest  in  Sweden's  import  de- 
mands. The  United  States  could  sell  several  hundred  thousand  tons 
of  coal  in  Sweden  provided  tonnage,  either  steam  or  sail,  could  be 
secured  to  carry  the  coal  at  not  more  than  40  shillings  ($9.73)  per  ton. 
Unfortunately  the  rate  during  September  and  to  the  present  remained 
at  50  shillings  ($12.17),  and  Swedish  importers  are  not  willing  to 
make  large  purchases. 

Bepretentatlve  of  American  Firm  Sells  Cargoes  of  Coal  Here. 

This  consulate  had  correspondence  last  May  with  a  Philadelphia 
firm  regarding  the  market  for  coal  here.  A  representative  of  the 
company  arrived  here  early  in  September.  This  consulate  assisted 
him  in  getting  acquainted  with  the  leading  importers  of  Goteborg, 
and  he  has  thus  far  sold  three  cargoes  of  American  coal.  He  states 
that  he  could  sell  very  large  quantities  here  if  he  could  secure  cheaper 
freight  rates,  but  even  with  the  present  high  rates  his  chances  for 
selling  several  more  cargoes  are  very  good.  He  lias  also  sold  coal  in 
Christiania,  Stockholm,  Copenhagen,  and  Malmo  on  this  trip. 

During  the  quarter  this  consulate  had  correspondence  with  five 
other  American  coal  companies,  and  one  of  them,  located  in  New 
York  City,  sold  at  least  one  cargo  of  coal  to  Goteborg.  Several  other 
cargoes  arrived  here  during  the  quarter  from  the  tmited  States.  It 
is  not  known  whether  or  not  they  were  sold  in  consequence  of  infor- 
mation furnished  by  this  consulate. 

A  representative  of  a  New  York  firm  visited  Goteborg,  called  at 
this  consulate,  and  was  given  lists  of  names  of  firms  interested  in  the 
various  lines  of  ^oods  he  was  in  a  position  to  sell.  He  was  assisted 
in  getting  acquainted  with  leading  business  men.  He  has  already 
sold,  for  account  of  the  Swedish  Government,  more  than  2,500  tons  of 
lubricating  oils,  4,600  tons  of  food  material,  and  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  asbest<m.  He  also  sold,  for  account  of  private  firms  of  Gote- 
borg, c.  i.  f.,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  firm  he  represents,  two 
cargoes  of  foodstuffs. 
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BRITISH  POTATO  HARVEST. 

[Coaiml  C.  H.  Hiteb.  Nottlasliam.  Not.  4.1 

The  potato  crops  of  the  Nottingham  district  have  all  been  harvested, 
and  the  yields  have  been  considerably  iignter  than  those  of  last  year, 
although  as  a  rule  the  tubers  are  of  an  excellent  quality.  Careful 
inquiries  show  that  the  average  yield  for  the  various  kinds  of  potatoes 
will  be  fully  2  tons  per  acre  below  the  production  of  lH  months  ago. 
It  has  been  a  very  trying  season  for  the  growers;  the  frosts  in  June 
and  the  long  drought  which  followed,  the  ravages  by  disease,  and  the 
lack  of  sufficient  sun  in  July  are  the  pri&cipal  causes  of  the  reduced 
yield. 

Official  statistics  iust  issued  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  show  that 
in  England  and  Wales  463,400  acres  were  planted  to  potatoes  this 
year,  compared  with  461,620  acres  in  1914.  In  Lincohishire,  which  is 
the  premier  potato-growing  county  of  England,  82,156  acres  were 
planted,  as  against  81,777  acres  last  year. 

Leading  Varletiei — large  Demand  Expected. 

As  heretofore,  "  King  Edwards "  have  turned  out  to  be  the  best 
variety  of  the  year,  although  in  some,of  the  potato- growing  districts 
of  Engl-nd  the  "  British  Queen''  appears  to  be  the  favorite  for  heavy 
yields.  The  "  Royal  Kidney,"  which  is  exported  very  extensively  to 
Spain  and  Africa,  is  a  tuber  whicli  has  been  largely  grown ;  the  yields 
of  this  variety  have  Deen  heavier  than  usual,  and  in  some  cases  up  to 
9  tons  per  acre  of  good,  sound  potatoes  have  been  secured.  "Ever- 
goods  "  and  "  Arron  Chiefs  "  have  paid  well  lor  growing,  especially 
where  Scotch  seed  were  planted.  Of  the  newer  varieties  "Dal- 
housie  "  and  "  Langworthy  "  are  spoken  of  very  highly,  especially  as 
to  their  keeping  qualities  and  procluctiveness. 

The  higher  prices  which  now  prevail  are  exppcted  to  compensate 
the  growers  for  the  reduced  crop.  Many  merchants  have  already 
purchased  good  lots  for  seed  purposes,  while  the  demand  for  potatoes 
IS  expected  to  be  larger  in  the  cities  than  during  normal  times,  owing 
to  the  increased  price  of  bread  and  other  food  supplies. 

SOAF  BEBR7  OF  ECUADOR. 

[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Godlng,  UuajaqiiU,  Oct.  4.] 

The  jaboncello,  or  soap-berry  tree  (Sapindus  saponaria),  grows  in 
the  huniid  parts  of  western  Ecuador.  It  attains  a  height  of  about 
50  feet  and  has  wide-spreading  branches  and  immense  quantities  of 
fruit  of  the  size  and  shape  of  cherries.  Tlie  nearly  transparent 
yellowish  skin  and  pulp  surrounding  the  roimd  black  seeds  are  so 
saponaceous  as  to  be  used  instead  of  soap  by  many  people  of  Ecuador, 
being  equivalent  to  more  than  50  times  their  weight  of  that  material. 

The  hard,  polished  seeds  have  been  used  extensively  in  Spain  and 
England  for  waistcoat  buttons,  for  they  are  very  durable  and  seldom 
break.  They  are  used  also  as  beads. 

Although  considerable  quantities  of  the  berry  are  utilized  locally, 
tons  of  them  rot  on  the  ground  every  year,  there  being  as  yet  little 
foreign  demand  for  them.  Since  they  contain  a  large  percentage  of 
saponin,  they  should  be  of  value  in  the  manufacture  of  soap. 

[Specimens  of  soap  berries  from  Ecuador  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of 
Forelsn  and  Dmneatlc  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.] 
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IHFA-FAIK  ALCOHOL  DT  SBTEXSK  KOSTH  BOSNEO. 

[Vice  Consul  John  Vtaato  Wardnv,  Sandaluu,  Bept  81.] 

The  British  North  Borneo  Herald  recently  contained  a  lengthy  dis- 
cussion of  the  possibility  of  introducing  the  nipa-alcohol  industry 
into  this  colony.  Interest  is  added  to  the  article  by  the  fact  that  its 
aiithor,  Mr.  Donald  M.  Matthews,  is  an  American  and  the  newly 
appointed  Chief  Forestry  Officer  of  British  North  Borneo. 

The  efforts  being  made  to  start  the  manufacture  of  nipa-palm 
sugar  and  alcohol  in  the  Philippine  Islands  [see  Commerce  Rbfortb 
for  Jan.  26, 1915;  also  the  issue  for  Dec.  4, 1911]  have  aroused  inter- 
est in  the  potentialities  of  British  North  Borneo,  where,  although 
the  area  of  nipa  swamp  has  never  been  computed,  the  total  is  thou^t 
to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  Philippines.  Dense  stands  are  to  be 
found  in  Labuk  Bay,  along  the  northeast  coast  from  Sandakan  Bay 
to  Tambisan  Island,  and  in  Sandakan  Bay.  The  area  of  nipa  in  these 
three  places  alone  must  be  well  in  excess  of  50,000  acres,  and  all  this 
area  is  easily  available  from  Sandakan.  Two  hundred  acres  of  nipa 
under  proper  management  will  yield  500  gallons  of  alcohol  a  day 
during  the  six  or  seven  months  the  sap  flows.  It  is  therefore  appar- 
ent, says  Mr.  Matthews,  that  the  visible  supply  of  palms  near  San- 
dakan is  more  than  sufficient  for  the  foundation  of  a  large  industry. 

Added  importance  is  lent  to  the  feasibility  of  establishing  a  nipa 
industry  in  British  North  Borneo  by  the  constantly  increasing  wond 
demand  for  motor  fuel  and  the  ease  with  which  gasoline  motors  can 
be  adapted  to  use  alcohol. 


IMPOBTS  AND  EXPORTS  OF  GOPFEB. 

Imports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New  York,  Massachu- 
setts, Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Vir^nia,  Galveston,  New  Orleans,  San 
Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan,  during  the  week  ended  No- 
vember 20,  1915,  were  as  follows:  Ore,  matte,  and  regulus  (copper 
contents) ,  518,133  pounds,  valued  at  $84,269,  of  which  303,537  pounds 
came  from  Peru,  106,400  pounds  from  Venezuela,  and  106,083  pounds 
from  Canada;  the  imports  of  pigs,  bars,  etc.,  amounted  to  6,342,058 
pounds,  valued  at  $1,034,205.  of  which  $1,826,698  pounds  came  from 
England,  1,699,157  pounds  trom  Peru,  1,578,963  pounds  from  Can- 
ada, and  1,237,240  pounds  from  Chile. 

The  exports  of  domestic  copper  (pigs,  bars,  etc.)  at  the  customs  dis- 
tricts named  during  the  week  amounted  to  19,551,3^  pounds,  valued 
at  $3,609,790,  of  which  7,318,141  pounds  went  to  France,  5,977,122 
pounds  to  Italy,  and  4,009,809  pounds  to  England. 


Wheat  Sampler  in  Demand  in  SonfSi  America. 

Special  Agent  S.  S.  Brill,  who  made  an  investigation  of  the  hard- 
wai'e  markets  of  South  America  for  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  brought  back  with  him  a  grain  or  wheat  sampler 
equipped  with  a  black  leather  sheath,  which,  he  states,  meets  with 
a  large  sale  in  Uruguay.  It  retails  for  $1.45  United  States  currency. 
The  specimen  sampler  may  be  inspected  at  the  New  York  <^ce 
the  Bureau ;  refer  to  sample  No.  203  undei'  file  No.  776. 
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BOKE-GIUE  INDUSTBT  OF  VOTTDTOHAHSHIKS. 

[Consnl  C.  U.  Hitch,  NottlnRham,  Bnglaad,  Nov.  <.] 

Nottinghamshire  has  long  been  regarded  as  an  important  center 
of  the  bone-glue  industry  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  estimated  that  about 
700  tons  of  bones  come  into  this  district  every  week  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom  and  are  converted  into  glues,  animal  fats,  and 
fertilizers. 

As  the  shipments  arrive  they  are  automatically  sorted  over  to  ex- 
tract any  piece  of  metal  or  rubbish,  and  the  marrowbones  are  laid  to 
one  side  for  separate  treatment,  all  others  going  to  the  grinding  mills 
and  thence  to  the  benzine  extractors.  .  The  fat  thus  extracted  is  sold  to 
soap,  glycerin,  and  stearin  works.  The  hemes  come  from  the  ex- 
tractors in  a  perfectly  dry  state  and  are  then  cleaned  and  polished, 
after  which  they  go  to  the  glue  rooms,  where  the  glue  is  extracted  by 
various  processes.  Many  different  qualities  of  ^lues  are  made.  After 
the  glue  has  been  extracted,  the  bones  are  dried  and  finely  ground 
and  either  in  this  condition  or  after  chftmical  treatment,  they  are  sold 
to  agriculturalists  as  artificial  fertilizers  with  guaranteed  analyses. 
The  marrowbones  which  are  treated  separately,  are  sold  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  buttons,  tooth  brushes,  and  piano  keys. 

The  weekly  output  of  this  district  is  approximately  140  tons  of  glue, 
70  tons  of  animal  fat,  and  490  tons  of  fertilizer.  The  present  market 
price  of  glue  is  about  $175  per  ton ;  animal  fat,  $150  per  ton;  and  fer- 
tilizer, $25  per  ton.  The  total  value  of  the  weekly  output  at  these 
prices  is  approximately  $47,250.  During  normal  times,  Nottingham- 
shire b(«ie  products  are  exported  in  considerable  quantities  to  all  parts 
of  the  world,  but  at  present  local  manufacturers  are  able,  owing  to  the 
increased  demand  and  excellent  prices  realized,  to' market  all  of  their 
output  in  this  country. 


AMERICAN  CONSTTIAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  btisiness  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

'  x-iirr^ 

tlOf  of 

venue. 

Address. 

Pwk.Uillys   

Mossemnlu',  (iporcp  3  

Sammors,  Thom'w  

Chamberlain,  George  A  

Cbubin,  FlomlDg  D  

Sfio  Paiilo,  Drozil  

'  moy,  China  

*"oMrlo,  'raftina  

Tsiipta»,Cliiiia  

I'orl  .  rid,  ('a"iiiln  

Udohos  .'.Iroit,  Argou- 

Pl'l-pin).  China  

Lourpnoo  Mar  an  e  s , 

Foriusuese  East 

Africa. 

Doc.  31 

...do  

Doe.  15 

...iJo  

Jai'.  31 
Jan.  1 
I>6f.  3t 

Dnr.  10 
Dec.  31 

Jan.  31 

Doparlmont  o[S(ate,Washingtoii,  D.C. 

Ho. 

'  ssociatlnn  ol  the  Bar  of  the  City  of 

.N*ow  Vor';,  Now  Yur^-  City, 
pm  fioTfirHi  '  vemo,  l^t.  I'aiil,  Minn, 
liopiirtinf;:  toiytJto,\vasliington,  U.C. 

I.PIVCS.  \>o\. 

Urardi  o  cci,  HurMu  o(  Foreign  and 
J)uiiios[ic  Couiiiiorco,  Now  York, 

N.  y. 

Lotas  Club,  no  Weat  Flfty-saventh 
Street,  New  York  City. 

Bureau  o(  Foroifoi  and  Domnttic  Com- 
meice,  Room  WJ,  Custombouis, 
New  YwJt,  N.  Y. 

•  The  tour  of  Amorlcan  cities  by  Consol  General  Thomas  Sammons.  of  Sbanghal,  IncludcB 
Hocbcdtor.  New  York.  Detroit,  Chlcaao,  MlDneapolm,  Seattle,  and  Tucoma,  loncluding  at 
tb«  latter  place  Dec  10,  ISIS.  Ue  will  confer  with  biuincw  ucd  at  these  places  who  are 
InterMted  m  trade  In  China. 
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The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
November  27,  1915,  at  the  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States,  handling  91  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  exports,  based  on 
transactions  in  the  month  of  September,  1916,  follow: 


Dlstricta. 


Oeorfia  (Pavnnnah)  

UnwaohtRetls  (Boston). 

New  Yort  

rhiladdphin  ...   

Maryland  (BalUmore). .. 

Vrrginifl  (Norfolk)  

Npw  Orleans  

Qalvesion  

San  FrancL';™  

^'osbington  (Seattle).... 

Bi'Ofilo  

Chicago  

JfictiigaD  (DotroitJ  


Total  ..^   32,937,914 


Imports. 


•M,92G 

:38,t«2 
51)«,!-38 
MO,  018 

37,330 
200,  m 

38,810 
S37,276 
511,045 
7Sfi,£43 
4G4, 517 
704,  &4S 


DntfM 
ooUectod. 


i;  ).:05 

S7.  j27 
11',  TOT 
14,^ilO 
l,.-99 
42,  'J26 
l'.t,^78 
1>-1,'J13 
11-1,  ;H71 


8,3*3,014 


Sxpoito. 


SS4S,I« 

774,037 
67,712,83s 
1,373,818 
1,910,769 

848,098 
2,964,883 
2,296,9n 

717,m 
1,974,103 
l,7f>0,9S5 

134,068 
2,682,«8 


75,300,093 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  November  27,  1915, 

at  the  12  principal  cotton  districts  of  the  United  States  follows: 


Dfstrleta. 

BalM. 

Dbtrioti. 

Bilu. 

Sbtrfotv 

Balas. 

Philadelphia  

i.loe 

EI3I 
T,S01 

8,791 

New  York..  

29.2n4 
20,6t>3 

6S,S» 

LANCASHIBE  COTTON  WEAVEBS  TO  SECEIVE  WAB  BOmTS. 

[Consul  Ross  E.  Holaday,  Manchester,  England,  Nor.  4.) 

The  agitation  of  the  Lancashire  Weavers'  Amalgamation  to  secure 
a  5  per  cent  war  bonus  for  its  members  met  with  its  reward  on  No- 
vember 3,  after  months  of  negotiations  and  after  three  distinct 
refusals.  The  decision  affects  some  170,000  members  of  the  Weavers' 
Amalgamation,  and  60,000  other  workers  connected  with  the  cotton 
trade,  such  as  overlookers,  twisters,  drawers,  cloth  lookers,  ware- 
housemen, and  the  odd  hands  employed  in  the  warehouses  in  the 
weaving*  section. 

It  is  stated  by  the  local  newspapers  of  to-day  that  the  war  bonus 
will  be  paid  for  the  first  time  on  the  first  pay  day  after  Januai^  1, 
1916,  and  is  to  continue  in  force  for  13  weeks  after  the  oflScial  sign- 
ing of  peace;  and  the  agreement  contains  a  clause  to  the  effect  that 
when  wages  have  reverted  to  existing  rates  a  period  of  26  weeks 
must  elapse  before  any  further  alteration  can  be  initiated  by  either 
side.  The  effect  of  the  granting  of  the  war  bonus  to  the  Lancashire 
operatives  will  probably  be  that  it  will  prevent  trouble  in  the  cotton 
trade  for  some  time  to  come;  at  least  this  is  the  opinion  expressed 
by  tiiose  most  competent  to  judge  the  situation  here. 
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SOUTH  AFBIGAH  OSTRICH  FEATHEBS  ABD  THE  DBOUGHT. 

(ConsQl     A.  Wakefldd,  Fort  BUnbeth.  Oct  20.1 

The  appearance  of  feathers  on  the  local  market  during  the  last  two 
weeks  has  borne  out  in  a  measure  the  predictions  so  freely  made  con- 
cerning the  scarcity  of  the  ostrich  feather  in  the  near  future  because 
of  previous  neglect  of  the  birds  and  the  present  drought. 

Such  feathers  as  have  been  on  the  market  are  not  up  to  the  average 
standard  that  has  been  maintained  here  for  many  years.  Many  of 
the  feathers  are  thin,  scrawny,  and  present  a  poor  appearance  in  com- 
parison with  former  market  supplies. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  is  a  temporary  condition,  or 
whether,  as  many  believe,  the  supply  of  ostrich  feathers  for  the  next 
two  years  at  least  will  not  only  be  much  less  in  quantity  but  decidedly 
disappointing  in  quality. 

Such  feathei*s  as  were  supplied  on  the  local  market  during  the  last 
two  sales  were  neither  attractive  nor  creditable.  The  drought  still 
continues,  many  thousands  of  small  stock  have  perished,  and  unless 
relief  is  forthcoming  soon  not  only  will  the  ostrich- feather  supply  be 
still  further  decreased,  but  the  supply  of  wool,  mohair,  and  skms  will 
be  materially  affected. 

In  the  Al>erdeen  district  alone  it  is  stated  that  nearly  400,000  head 
of  small  stock  has  perished.  Other  sections  have  suffered,  and  if 
present  conditions  continue  much  longer  many  farmers  will  be  ruined. 


BinLDIKa  ORDINANCES  OF  GTTAYAftTTIL. 

A  recently  published  pamphlet,  in  Spanish,  containing  the  building 
regulations  of  (lunynquil,  Ecuador,  has  just  been  received  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  will  be  loaned  upon 
request.  Among  the  subjects  treated  in  this  pamphlet  are  building 
permits,  sites,  construction  materials,  building;^,  and  wharves,  with 
general  provisions  and  prohibitions  applicable  to  building,  phunbing, 
lighting,  paving,  cleaning,  and  painting.  It  is  interesting  to  note  tliat 
houses  must  be  painted  once  in  eight  years,  and  the  whole  city  is  to  be 
freshly  painted  for  the  centenary  celebration  in  1920.  Buildings  and 
walls,*  whether  public  or  private,  are  not  to  be  disfigured  by  adver- 
tisements. Bulletin  boards  are  to  be  provided  in  appropriate  places, 
where  the  advertiser  may  post  his  announcements  for  stated  periods 
at  fixed  prices. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOE  NEW  ZEALAND  RAILWAYS  AND  ROADS. 

[Consul  G«ncral  Alfred  A.  WIheIow,  Auckland,  Oct.  29.] 

The  New  Zealand  Government  appropriation  for  railways  and 
roads  for  1915-lG  amounts  to  $8,516,3h'i.  a  decrease  of  $1,216.6'25  over 
the  previous  year.  Of  the  total  approurintion  $1,650,077  is  for  the 
extension  of  the  line  north  of  Auckland.  The  total  cost  of  the  2,027 
miles  of  New  Zealand  Government  railways  to  the  close  of  1914  was 
$105,461,000.  During  the  year  1913-14  there  were  91  miles  of  new 
lines  added  to  the  system.  The  revenues  from  the  railway  lines  for 
the  year  amounted  to  $19,978,233  against  $19,676,856  for  1912-13. 
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HOTES  FBOK  ABaEimirA* 

[Bevlnr  of  Blw  mta,  Oct  10.] 

Vew  FetroI«am  Wells. 

Recent  discoveries  of  springs  of  petroleum  have  been  made  in  the 
southern  territory  of  Neuquen  and  in  the  northern  province  of  Salta^ 
and  the  Government  is  taking  measures  to  ascertain  the  extent  of 
these  deposits.  The  oil  wells  of  Comodoro  Rivadavia,  discovered 
eight  years  ago,  and  now  operated  by  the  State,  yield  6,000  to  8,000 
tons  of  oil  monthly,  and  an  equal  amount  is  imported  from  Mexico 
alone,  yet  these  two  sources  of  supply  are  far  from  meeting  the  de- 
mand. 

Ilie  XlTe-Sto«k  Census. 

A  new  census  of  the  live  stock  in  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires 
has  just  been  begun.   The  results  of  the  National  census  of  live 
stock,  taken  last  year,  have  not  yet  been  publi^ed.  The  last  pre- 
vious  census  was  taken  in  1908. 
Plans  for  Kannfaotnren'  Exhibits  In  1916. 

A  petition  has  been  presented  by  a  group  of  American  agents  to 
the  municipal  authorities  of  Buenos  ^res  for  the  temporary  cession 
of  a  site  of  land  on  which  to  erect  a  building  for  the  exhibits  of  the 
United  States  manufacturers  on  the  occa^on  of  the  centenary  cele- 
brations in  1916. 
The  Locust  Invasion. 

Large  swarms  of  locusts  are  damaging  the  wheat  crop  in  the 
Province  of  Cordoba.  The  provincial  government  has  asked  the 
national  authorities  to  supply  the  farmers  free  of  charge  with 
quantities  of  zinc  sheeting  to  protect  the  ffrain.  Fears  are  expressed 
tnat  much  damage  may  he  done  also  to  the  wheat  and  linseed  crops 
in  Santa  Fe  and  Buenos  Aires  Provinces,  as  well  as  to  the  maize  crop 
later.  From  Gallegos  come  reports  of  a  heavy  mortality  among  the 
sheep,  which  prefer  to  die  of  hunger  rather  than  eat  the  pasture 
which  has  been  polluted  by  the  locusts. 
Proposed  Hegvlation  of  Joint-Stoek  Oompaniei. 

The  Ministry  of  Justice  has  authorized  its  inspection  department 
to  study  the  question  of  a  reform  of  existing  legislation  governing 
joint-stock  companies,  and  to  make  a  report  on  the  matter  before 
March  31,  1916.  The  commission  is  also  instructed  to  submit  for 
the  approval  of  the  ministry,  before  November  1  of  this  year,  pro- 
posed forms  of  balance  sheets,  rules  for  valuation  of  property  and 
stock,  and  compilation  of  balances  by  joint-stock  companies.  It  is 
the  intention  to  enforce  the  use  of  approved  forms  of  balance  sheets 
from  Decembw  31  next. 

[Review  of  River  Plate,  Oct.  22.] 
Extra  Session  of  Congress. 

Congress  has  been  called  to  an  extra  session,  beginning  Novem- 
ber 20,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  considering  the  budget  law  for  1916, 

Indnstrlal  Census  of  Mendoza. 

The  department  of  commerce  and  industry  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  has  just  published  a  report  embodying  a  census  of  the 
industries  and  trades  of  the  Province  of  Mendoza.  The  report  shows 
6^11  establishments  in  the  Province,  with  annual  sales  amounting 
to  $173,001,500.  ^  . 
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HEW  STEAXSHIP  SEKVICE  TO  CEHTKAL  AKEBICA. 

[Commercial  Agoit  B.  O.  Babbitt,  Saa  Francisco,  Cel.,  Not.  IS.] 

A  new  steamship  service  has  been  inaugurated  between  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Central  American  ports  by  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.  The  follow- 
ing schedule  (subject  to  change)  is  announced,  and  has  been 
confirmed  by  Mr.  H.  E.  Moore,  traffic  manager : 

Northbound,  from  Central  America: 

MeMlle  DoUar  (chartered).  Acajatia,  December  8;  Ghainp^co.  December  11. 

Columbia,  La  Union,  December  17 ;  Acajutla,  December  18 ;  San  Jose,  Decem- 
ber 19;  Ghamperico,  December  20;  Sallna  Grus,  December  22. 

Bt.  Helena,  to  call  at  Salvador  and  Guatemala  ports  aboot  10  days  later. 

Alvarado,  about  the  middle  of  January. 
Soathbonnd,  from  San  Francisco: 

Colusa,  early  In  January,  calling  at  Guatemala  and  Salvador  about  January 
12,  en  route  to  Balboa.  Iteturning,  will  call  at  same  ports  about  January  30, 
and  Is  due  back  at  San  Francisco  about  February  0. 

The  fortnightly  service,  it  will  be  noted,  is  northbound  and  not 
southbound,  as  Grace  &  Co.*8  vessels  leave  San  Francisco  fully  loaded 
for  the  west  coast  of  South  America,  and  make  the  intermediate  calls 
on  the  return  trip.  It  is  reported  that  the  Colusa  has  just  left  Santos, 
Brazil,  for  San  Francisco,  with  50,000  bags  of  coffee,  valued  at 
$760,000 — the  largest  shipment  of  coffee  ever  consigned  to  this  port. 


NEW  ZEALAin)  SHIFFIirG  BATES  FAVOB  lOHDOV. 

[CoDBul  General  Alfred  A  Wlnslow.  Aackland,  New  Zealand,  Oct.  28.] 

There  is  still  much  complaint  on  the  part  of  merchants  in  New  Zea- 
land relative  to  freights  between  New  York  and  this  country.  It  is 
claimed  that  rates  are  higher  between  New  York  and  New  Zealand 
ports  than  between  New  Zealand  ports  and  London,  and  that  now  that 
the  Panama  Canal  is  closed,  still  another  advance  is  made  to  and  from 
New  York.  However,  the  sky  is  beginning  to  clear,  for  new  lines  are 
seeking  the  trade,  but  even  these  are  quoting  rates  in  favor  of  London. 
It  seems  probable  that  this  will  continue  until  American  lines  can 
enter  for  tnis  business.  Becent  rates  quoted  for  New  York  via  London 
on  kauri  gum  were  $17.03  per  ton,  against  but  $12.16  for  London,  with 
a  primage  of  10  per  cent  and  a  war  surtax  of  25  per  cent  in  each  cose. 
Now  a  new  line  is  quoting  a  new  rate  to  New  York  of  $14.60,  with  a 
primage  of  10  per  cent  and  a  war  surtax  of  25  per  cent,  making  the 
rate  $ii.44  more  to  New  York  direct  than  to  London,  although  New 
York  is  much  nearer  to  New  Zealand  than  London  and  entirely  with- 
out the  war  zone. 

These  matters  quite  seriously  affect  trade  with  the  United  States, 
and  offer  a  handicap  that  should  be  overcome  if  possible. 


OYSTEKS  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Connil  Qcsenl  Alfred  A  WIbsIow,  Anckland,  Oct  29.] 

Official  figures  show  the  oyster  catch  for  the  season  of  1915  in  New 
Zealand  amounted  to  0,395  sacks  of  about  175  pounds  each,  against 
8,068  sacks  for  the  1914  season.  Most  of  the  available  oyster  beds 
are  found  about  and  north  of  Auckland,  but  the  Government  Fish- 
eries Department  has  undertaken  to  transfer  rock  oysters  and  large 
bluff  oysters  to  the  sounds  and  bays  further  south  with  the  hope  that 
they  may  be  establlEdied  there,  and  become  a  payii^  indus^. 
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CONSTRUCTION  WOBK  ABBOAIk 

OAHAOA. 

[CoDsnl  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Nor.  11.1 
Bridge  Constrnetlon — Hew  School  Buildings. 

Bridge  contractors  are  looking  forward  to  considerable  building 
next  year  on  account  of  a  large  number  of  washouts  this  y^r.  It  is 
expected  that  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  will  let  contracts  for  the 
construction  of  a  niuuber  of  bridges  to  be  built  in  Alberta  and  Briti^ 
Columbia. 

The  Separate  Board  of  Education  has  just  adopted  plans  for  the 
erection  of  three  school  buildings  in  Calgary  next  year.  Work  was  to 
have  commenced  this  fall,  but  delay  in  the  sale  of  the  school  bonds 
postponed  action.  The  buildings  will  cost  approximately  $15,000 
each.  Bids  have  not  yet  been  asked  for. 

HOBDUKAS. 
[Consul  B.  M.  LawtoD,  Tegucigalpa,  Oct  SO.] 
Limited  Amount  of  Bnildlng. 

The  small  volume  of  new  building  and  the  lack  of  industries  in 
Honduras  do  not  offer  much  market  for  construction  material. 
Public  work  is  also  simple  in  character.  It  has  not  been  customary 
to  call  for  bids  for  erecting  Government  buildings,  one  just  issued 
bein^  a  new  departure;  this  calls  for  bids  for  constructing  a  building 
adjoming  the  Administration  of  Kents,  as  an  extension  to  the  one 
recently  erected.  The  materials  to  be  used  are  brick,  stone,  cement 
tiles,  wood,  Venetian  blinds,  and  six  iron  balconies. 

LIBYA. 

[ConHUl  W.  Roderick  Dorser,  Tripoli,  Oct.  9.1 
FlotiT  mil — Former  Contracts  Retarded. 

A  flour  mill  is  being  hastily  installed  in  an  old  building  at  Tripoli 
by  a  contractor  who  hns  engaged  to  grind  a  "  type "  flour  for  the 
local  municipality  at  1.50  lire  per  100  kilos  ($0.13  per  100  pounds). 
Machinery  is  partly  Italian  and  partly  Swiss,  acquired  "second 
hand  "  in  Italy  at  a  cost  of  about  $12,000. 

Inaccessibibtjr  of  quarries  caused  an  almost  complete  suspension  of 
road  and  other  improvements  requiring  stone.  To  prevent  delay  on 
the  liaibor  works  tlie  Spanish  walls  inclosing  the  old  city  are  being 
demolished  and  converted  into  concrete. 


I)£T£I0F1I£NT  OF  COIOBED  ENAUELS  FOB  STOVES. 

Experiments  have  been  begun  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Standards,  on  the  development  of  groimd  and  finishing  coats  for  cast 
iron.  This  research  is  of  timely  intcre^^t,  in  view  of  the  tendency  at 
present  to  decorate  coal  stoves  with  various  colored  enamels.  An  in- 
ter^ting  feature  of  the  work  is  the  fact  that  all  the  test  pieces  were 
sent  to  the  bureau  by  a  large  manufacturer  of  stoves,  who,  not  know- 
ing that  the  Bureau  already  had  in  mind  such  an  investigation,  asked 
that,  if  possible,  a  satisfactory  enamel  be  developed. 

A  good  ground  coat  has  already  been  developed,  as  well  as  a  white 
cover  coat  for  cast-iron  stove  fiai-ts.  The  white  coat  produced  contains 
as  an  opacifier,  oxide  of  antimony  in  place  of  the  more  commoolj 
used,  but  expensive,  tin  oxide. 

Digitized  by  Google 


OOMMEBCB  SEPOBTS. 


859 


LVMBEK  TRADE'S  lUFOBTAHCE  TO  BfilTISH  COLUMBIA. 

[Tlce  CoDsal  O.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  Not.  S.I 

British  Columbifl,  with  approximately  120,000,000  acres  of  timber- 
land,  containing,  roughly  speaking,  400,000,000,000  feet  of  timber, 
can  be  expected  to  depend  largely  upon  this  industry  for  its  present 
and  future  commercial  development.  As  it  is  estmiated  that  the 
annual  increment  on  the  timber  area  of  the  Province  reaches  at  least 
6,000,000,000  feet  board  measure,  of  which  only  about  1,750,000,000 
is  now  cut  and  usedj  there  is  an  excellent  opportunity^  for  the  expan- 
sion of  its  timber  mdustry,  with  new  and  increasing  markets  de- 
veloping for  its  products  and  manufactures,  and  better  transporta- 
tion facilities  secured,  enabling  the  remotely  dtuated  and  at  present 
inaccessible  timber  to  be  reached. 

Provincial  figures  show  that  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  there 
were  334  sawmills  and  81  shingle  mills  in  the  Province,  with  a 
yearly  capacity  of  approximately  2,500,000,000  feet  of  lumber  and 
1,500,000,000  shingles. 

Prior  to  the  completion  of  the  Canadian  transcontinental  railways 
the  British  Columbia  mills  depended  entirely  upon  their  local  and 
export  market.  As  soon  as  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  was  c(»h- 
pleted  an  entirely  new  outlet  was  secured  in  the  prairie  Provinces 
for  the  output  of  these  mills,  which  increased  also  with  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  and  the  construction  of 
the  Canadian  Northern  Railway  as  towns  sprang  up  and  settlers 
located  along  these  roads.  In  recent  years  the  demands  of  this 
market  amounted  to  more  than  SO  per  cent  of  the  provincial  outputi 

Increased  Demand  for  Timber  from  Paeifio  Coast 

The  export  demand  for  timber  from  the  Pacific  coast  has  in- 
crensed  from  a  total  water  shinmpnt  of  .'iOo.OOO.OOO  feet  in  1895  to 
1.693,000,000  feet  in  1914,  the  British  Columbia  share  amounting  to 
54,000,000  and  41,000,000  feet,  respectively.  Percentages  showing  the 
gradual  decrease  of  the  Province's  share  in  this  trade  were:  1895- 
1809,  8.8  per  cent;  1900-1904,  7;  1905-1909,  4.8;  1910-1914,  3;  1914, 
2.4  per  cent. 

\V  ith  the  cessation  of  the  immigration  of  settlers  to  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  the  demand  of  this  market  rapidly  decreased,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  British  Columbia  mills  were  left  with  heavy  stocks  on 
hand  and  a  large  amount  of  capital  invested  .in  plants  which  bid  fair 
to  produce  tittle  or  no  revenue.  In  consequence  steps  have  been  taken 
by  the  Provincial  Government  for  the  development  of  its  lumber 
export  trade  by  sending  special  agents  to  various  countries,  by  the 
placing  of  exhibits  in  trade  centers,  and  the  distribution  of  books  and 
pamphlets. 

[Various  featares  of  the  Inmber  trade  of  Brlttnh  Columbia  were  presented  In 
a  loag  dispatch  from  Tancoaver,  printed  In  Cohmebce  Repobts  for  Nov.  1, 1915.] 


A  Vancouver  company  recently  shipped  from  its  quarry  on  Nelson 
Island  two  granite  shafts,  each  3  feet  by  18  inches,  22  feet  long. 
This  quarry  furnished  the  granite  used  m  the  construction  of  the 
provincial  courthouse  in  Vancouver  and  the  Government  buildings 
in  Victoria. 
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BBlSTOX  ANB  WEST  APRICAK  TRADE. 

[Connil  J.  8.  Antutronit,  jr.,  Bristol,  Eosland,  Oct  22.] 

At  n  meeting  of  the  Bristol  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  August  20 
the  subject  of  the  development  of  direct  trade  in  palm  kernels  between 
the  West  Coast  of  Africa  and  this  port  was  under  discussion.  It  was 
stated  that  all  dealers  in  this  locality  in  anr  way  interested  in  the 
proposition  had  been  consulted  and  seemed  to  be  unanimously  in  favor 
of  embarking  on  this  trade,  provided  some  assurances  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  British  Government  that  steps  would  be  taken  to 
protect-  them  adequately  from  foreign  competition,  now  cut  off,  but 
which  would  be  resumed  after  the  war. 

The  president  of  the  chamber  stated  that  there  is  little  doubt  that 
the  volume  of  trade  of  this  city  would  insure  sufficient  freight  to 
make  the  inauguration  of  a  direct  line  profitable  at  present,  but  there 
is  a  ^ood  deal  of  uncertainty  as  to  what  will  be  the  condition  when 
certain  foreign  cru^ers  again  enter  the  field. 

At  the  request  of  local  seed  crushers,  who  a  few  days  ago  held  a 
meeting  to  discuss  this  matter,  the  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce addressed  a  letter  to  the  British  Colonial  Secretary  urging  the 
Qovemment  to  give  some  protection  to  the  proposed  industry.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  a  certain  foreign  country  which  before  the  war  was 
practically  in  control  of  this  trade  had  considerably  benefited  the  in- 
dustry by  imposing  a  heavy  import  tax  on  the  oil,  but  allowing  the 
raw  products  free  entry,  and  the  crushers  in  that  country  were  able 
to  sell  the  oil  at  a  high  profit  for  domestic  consumption. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  high  margin  of  profit  thus  obtained 
would  enable  them  to  outbid  the  British  crushers  in  buying  raw  mate- 
rial unless  the  latter  were  given  similar  benefits,  and  also  the  foreign 
crusher  would  be  able  to  sell  for  export  at  prices  which  the  British 
crushers  could  not  afford  to  offer. 

(A  previous  report  on  this  subject  appeared  in  Coumebce  Bepobts 
for  Sept.  25, 1915.)  ■ 

BEaUIBED  MOTOB-TEHICIE  EauXFHENT  IS  CTTKAgAO. 

[Consul  II.  C.  von  Stmve,  Curagao,  W.  I.,  Sept.  10.1 

In  connection  with  the  notice  of  a  trade  opportunity,  sent  from 
this  consulate  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  July  8, 1915,  Opportunity 
No.  17445),  as  a  result  of  which  a  cycle  car  was  imported  here, 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  requirements  of  article  1*2  of  tlie 
law  published  in  the  Official  Paper  No.  59  of  the  year  1912. 

The  requirements  are  that  all  motor  vehicles  to  be  used  on  roads 
must  be  provided  with:  An  accurately  working  steering  gear;  a 
reverse  speed;  at  least  two  strong  brakes,  working  independentlv  of 
each  other,  under  the  control  of  the  operator,  by  which  the  vefiiclo 
may  be  brought  to  a  standstill  at  any  moment;  and  at  least  one  horn 
or  siren,  the  sound  of  which  is  distinctly  audible  at  a  distance  of 
100  meters  (110  yards). 

The  car  imported  had  but  one  brake,  and  for  that  reason  did  not 
comply  with  the  requirements. 


"Whale  guano  is  being  used  extensively  by  South  African  farmers. 
According  to  the  British  and  South  African  Export  Gazette,  it  is 
sold  by  tlie  Government  at  $31.60  per  ton  f .  o.  r.  i 
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HEW  ZEALANB  eOVEBNHEHT  GQNTKOI  OF  K&UBI-GUH  TKADS. 

[Coasul  Geaeral  Alfred  A.  WIubIow,  Ancklond,  Oct.  11.1 

The  New  Zealand  Government  has  passed  a  law  authorizing  the 
Minister  for  Lands  to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  tools 
and  plant  for  the  extraction  and  treatment  of  kauri  gum,  and  to 
purchase  and  sell  gum  on  any  terms  and  conditions  he  thinks  fit. 
The  minister  may  in  future  insert  a  condition  in  kauri  gum  dig- 
ging; licenses  that  the  holder  must  give  tlie  minister  the  first  oppor- 
tumty  of  purchasing  all  gum  obtained  under  the  license,  otherwise 
the  minister  may  cancel  the  license.  ,  , 

It  gives  the  Government  power,  by  order  in  council^  to  set  apart 
any  area  of  Crown  land  not  exceeding  10,000  acres  in  a  kauri-gum 
di^rict  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  systematic  recovery  of 
kauri  gum  and  other  valuable  products.  This  land  may  be  leased 
by  the  Land  Board  to  approved  persons  on  condition  that  it  is 
worked  for  the  extraction  of  kauri  gum  and  that  no  lease  shall  ex- 
tend over  more  than  3,000  acres,  or  be  for  more  than  21  years. 

Man^  of  the  exporters  fear  it  may  seriously  interfere  with  the 
trade  in  general,  and  it  is  a  very  important  industry  giving  em- 
ployment to  about  6,000  men.  ,      ,  , 

"The  exports  of  kauri  gum  during  the  four  years  ending  with  1913 
were  as  shown  in  the  following  table  given  by  countries  and  in  tons 
and  values: 


1910 

1011 

1912 

1913 

VnSUA  Kingdom  and 

Tottt. 

ViUtte. 

Tont. 

Valw. 

Ton*, 

Value- 

Tout. 

Valuf. 

3.S8S 

8705.532 

3.462 

tflS3.9(l4 

2..M7 

8G88.399 

3.533 

1954.311 

United  States  

ei3 

136.340 

1.142 

165.763 

1,053 

160.419 

833 

135,678 

4,149 

1,281.714 

3.514 

1,018.  UO 

3,894 

1,131.782 

3,995 

1,  Ml.  101 

340 

49.561 

4tjg 

87, SOI 

414 

74,3j0 

420 

SI. 133 

Total  

8,808 

2,268,137 

7,887 

1.82S,70B 

1,062,9» 

8,780 

2,672,233 

From  the  above  it  will  be  noted  that  the  American  market  takes  the 
best  grades  of  kauri  gum,  and  this  tendency  is  increasing  from  year  to 
year. 

Where  Obtaiaed. 

The  known  kauri-gum  fields  are  all  located  north  of  Auckland,  New 
Zealand,  and  cover  about  814,000  acres,  of  which  approximately  one- 
half  is  known  as  Crown  or  Government  land.  The  gum  may  be 
found  anywhere  from  the  surface  to  20  feet  down,  and  often  under 
heavy  forests  where  the  standing  trees  are  said  to  be  from  2,000  to 
3,000  years  old. 
fast  and  Future  Sitpplr, 

It  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  about  350,000  tons  of  kauri  gum 
have  been  exported  during  the  past  40  years,  valued  at  $97,330,000, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  there  is  still  an  equal  amount  to  be  taken  from 
the  earth,  which  means  that  the  supply  is  good  for  many  years  to 
come,  and  it  is  this  the  Government  proposes  to  regulate.  There  is 
talk  of  imposing  an  export  tax  of  £1  ($4.86)  per  ton. 
Prices  Increase. 

The  price  of  kauri  gum  is  steadily  advancing,  the  average  in  1894 
having  been  $235  per  ton^when  the  quality  was  much  better  than  it  is 
now,  to  $304  for  1913.  The  heaviest  exports  were  made  in  1899  and 
1900,  when  they  readied  II4I6  and  10459  tons  respectiv^. 
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PB0F0SAI8  FOB  GOVEKNMEKT  SUPPLIES  AHD  COHSTBUCTIOV. 

[Correspondence  sbould  be  direct  with  the  oOlces  named  and  spcclflcallona  can  tuoally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  Eoods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  la  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tendera, 
tbey  Btkould  aiilt  to  be  placed  ob  tlie  maUing  lists  of  mtch  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  aupiiUes  or  work  of  a  similar  nature,] 

Navy  Department  mpplics.  No.  2802. — Sonled  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  Bureaa  of  Supplies  and  AccoiiDts,  Navy  DepartmeDt,  Washlogton.  D.  C, 
for  fumlshlDg  tlie  following  materials.  Firms  desiring  to  aobmlt  proposals 
should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  giving 
schedule  numbers  desired :  Schedule  9039,  evaporated  milk,  and  sugar  la 
sacks;  schedule  9040.  rubber  bauds,  wire  desk  baskets,  loose-leaf  binders, 
hand  blotters,  blank  books,  cardboard  filing  boxes,  typewriter  brushes, 
paper  clips,  tracing  clutli.  No.  4  Underwood  revolving  duplicators,  rubljer 
erasers,  steel  erasers,  paper  fasteners,  letter  files,  copy  and  loose-leaf 
holders,  all  kinds  of  Ink.  inkstands,  drawing  instruments,  half-ounce  bottles 
of  typewriter  oil,  ha  mi-numbering  machines,  paper  fastening  machines, 
mucilage,  all  kinds  of  pads,  absorbent  paper  of  all  kinds,  carbon  paper, 
typewriter  paper,  mucilage  paste,  lead  pencils,  penholders,  pens,  Y,  &  E. 
perforators,  pins,  eyelet  punches,  pen  and  stamp  racks,  waste  paper  recep- 
tacles, typewriter  ribbons,  rulers,  drawing  scales,  mall  and  e:q>re8S  scales, 
pencil  sharpeners,  banker's  shears,  perforating  mimeograph  silk,  chamois 
skins,  common  log  slates,  dating  stamps,  iwncil  pads,  etc.,  thumb  tacks, 
shipping  .tags,  72-ynrd  spools  of  red  t{ti>e.  cotton  sail  twine,  and  paper 
weights;  schedule  9041,  eleetrlail  Indicator  system;  scheilule  0042.  naval 
rolled  bar  brass,  comiiuTcial  sheet  brass,  steel  angles,  machinery  steel,  and 
sheet  steel;  schedule  904S,  southern  spruce  boards;  schedule  9044,  yellow 
pine;  schedule  9045,  hrnsa  bcilsteads  with  springs,  mattress  w^lre,  mirrors, 
stearlne,  and  beef  tallow ;  schedule  9046,  water-tube  boiler ;  sclietlule  9047, 
white  oak  plies  and  yellow  pine  plies;  schedule  9048,  oll-burning  range  and 
towing  lights;  schedule  9049,  51-Incli-wide  enameled  cloth;  schedule  9C^, 
Ingot  copper  and  slab  zinc;  schedule  00.^1,  double  emery  grinder,  21-inch 
press  drill,  ;J6  ami  .3S-lncb  band  saws,  IC-lnch  universal  saw,  and  single  sur- 
fawr;  sclie<lule  90."»2,  !aun<Iry  machinery;  sclioilulo  90.">3,  coaling  baskets, 
floor  sweeping  brushes,  i>ortuble  lire  extinguishers,  rubber  air  hose,  cotton 
rubber-lined  fire  hose,  wrought  pii)e,  flat-back  porcelain  urinals ;  .schedule 
9054,  soda  ash,  dry  Venetian  reil,  and  aluminum  varnish ;  scheilule  9055,  ■ 
stencil-cutting  outfits,  hacksaw  blades,  chisels,  breast  drills  electric  port- 
able radial  drills,  brass  groinmets,  hammer  liaudles,  pliers,  screws,  and 
gasoline  torches;  schedule  0056,'  silica  iuind  and  castor  oil;  scholule  9057, 
blue  shrunk  denlni,  hangers  for  paper  towels,  portable  platform  scales, 
paper  towels,  and  cldna  ware;  and  schedule  9058,  mechanical  steering  gear. 

Patiama  Cnnal  suppUen,  No.  2803. — Soaletl  proposals  will  he  received  at  the 
ofli.-e  of  the  General  Purchnslng  Officer  of  The  Pnunmn  Cnn.il.  Washington, 
r>.  (.;..  until  DeceinidT  S.  1015,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
cbnrges.  on  dock  at  elllier  Cohm  (.\tlantlc  portl,  or  Port  of  Ancon.  (Biilboa, 
('nnul  Zone.  Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Pananin,  the  following:  Centrifugal 
pumps,  dipper  lips,  steel  and  li-on  castings,  spring  plates,  pig  Iron,  sheet 
copiKT,  Imlcbets,  bnnuiiors,  hiuul  saws,  bnck.s;iw  blades,  nincltetos,  rakes, 
pliers.  si)irit  levels,  iuivils,  vLsos,  steel  clamps,  chisels,  cnrpenler's  braces, 
pi[K>  tongs,  tinner's  sliears.  planes,  drills,  drill  sockets,  bits,  pipe  dies,  taps, 
files,  drill  sleeves,  coptier  feiTtdes,  gauges,  gi'ease  cups,  valves,  cocks,  wagon 
wheels,  water-gaugjp  lamps,  lamp  chimneys,  lire  hose,  Manila  rope,  coal- 
tar  pitch,  rock  stilt,  lime,  chamois  skins,  paper,  and  ix>plar  lumber.  (Circu- 
lar No.  002,) 

Repair  trork.  No.  2804. — Sealeil  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  office  of  the 
Unitetl  States  Knglneer.  .IncKsonvilio,  Fla.,  until  December  31.  1915,  for 
i-epairing  l)reakwatei'.  Fort  Tajlf>r.  Key  West,  Fla.  Further  informatloa 
may  be  tmd  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Conairuelion  tcork.  No.  2805.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supenising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  until 
December  30,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical 
efiulpnient  and  appronches)  of  a  two-story  and  basement  stone  and  brick- 
faced  building  for  the  United  States  post  office  at  Ridgway,  Pa.  Drawings 
and  speclflcuttons  may  be  (ri)talned  from  the  custodian  at  Kldgway  or  at  the 
Washington  office. 
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Panama  Canal  suppliea.  No.  2S06. — Sealed  proposnls  will  be  received  at  the  olUce 
of  the  General  PurchHSing  Officer  of  Tbe  Panama  Camil,  Washiustoii.  I).  C. 
nntll  December  13,  1915,  for  furDisbing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa.  Canal 
Zone,  Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  the  followinK:  Motor-driven  cen- 
trifugal pumps,  cast-iron  bollards,  pinions,  steel  cable,  cold  nhuts,  aluminum 
pig,  stocks  and  dies,  reamers,  twist  drills,  red  fiber  packing,  alcohol, 
muriatic  acid,  lltliarge,  Japan  drier,  lard  oil,  flsii  oil,  turpentine,  red  lead, 
white  lead,  shellac,  varuish,  and  paints.    (Circular  No.  0J3.) 


TAPAHESE  EXFOSTATIOV  OF  FLATUTO  GABSS. 

[Translation  from  Tbe  Osaka  llalolcU  for  Oct.  26,  by  Vice  Consul  and  Interpreter  B.  H. 

Dooman,  Kobe.] 

There  are  many  commodities  which  have  been  exported  from  Japan 
for  the  first  time  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  One  of  them, 
the  large  orders  for  which  have  heretofore  escaped  attention,  is  play- 
ing cards.  It  is  estimated  that  orders  amounting  to  500,000  gross 
have  already  been  re<»ived,  the  price  per  gross  being  about  3.50  yen 
$1.75).  The  total  value  of  the  ordere  exceeds  15,000,000  yen 
$7,500,009).  Besides  a  certain  portion  being  exp<^rted  to  India, 
these  cards  are  consigned  to  Europe,  the  greater  pait  to  be  tised  as 
gifts  to  soldiers,  whne  the  re^aind^r.  are  to  be  put  on  the  regular 
market  through  the  English  merchants. 

The  demand  in  Europe  is  not  concerned  with  the  quality  of  the 
cards,  it  only  requires  that  they  be  cheap.  Accordingly,  orders  have 
been  collected  in  Osaka,  where  a  remarkable  proficiency  has  been  de- 
vdoped  in  the  art  of  manufacturing  cheaply. 

The  center  of  the  card-manufacturing  industry  in  Japan  is  Kioto, 
where  the  cards  produced  are  of  fairly  good  quality;  the  price  is 
about  10  yen  ($5)  per  ^oss.  While  the  sale  in  Europe  of  this  quality 
is  growing,  it  is  nothing  like  as  large  as  that  of  the  Osaka  cards. 
A  demand  has  arisen  for  Japanese  goods  which  should  last  for 
the  duration  of  the  war.  The  greater  number  of  the  cards  used  are 
discarded  after  being  used  a  few  times,  so  orders  for  large  amounts 
are  still  expected  from  such  districts.  At  present  the  printing  estab- 
lishments all  over  the  city  are  very  much  rushed. 

The  fact  that  we,  who  formerly  impoited  cards  from  Europe  and 
America,  have  become  suppliers  to  the  world  is  very  interesting. 


VAIITE  OF  "  COMMEECE  KEPOETS  "  TO  THE  EXPOET  TRADE. 

[PorelgQ  Trade  Secretary  F.  L.  Roberts,  ClcvelanO  Chamber  of  Commerre,  Nov.  18.1 

A  former  export  manager  of  a  prominent  motorcycle  company  of 
Detroit,  Mich.,  informs  the  writer  that  during  his  three  years*  con- 
nection with  the  firm  he  found  Commerce  Reports  of  invaluable 
assistance  in  building  up  an  export  trade.  He  further  states  that  in 
his  opinion  the  publication  is  worth  ^5  a  year  to  a  manufacturer  who 
is  interested  in  the  export  trade. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Sarean  of  Foreign  and  BomeEtic  Commerce. 

new  York,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  Ctistomhonsr:  Boston.  eigUteenth  floor 
United  States  CnstomhOTise;  Chicago.  504  Federal  BnlliSlnn;  St.  Louis.  iCH  Thi-d 
Hational  Bank  Bnlldljig;  Atlanta.  621  Pott  Qfflce  BulMiag;  New  Orleans.  1C20 
Hlbenia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco.  SM  ITnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
928  Alaska  Building.  CooperatiTe  braneb  offloei:  Clevelamd.  CliainbeT  of  Com- 
meree;  Cinolnnati,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Xoi  Angeles.  Cluunb«r  of  Commeroe 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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70£EiaH  TRADE  OFPOBTUHITIES. 

[Wbere  aMresscs  arc  omitted  tber  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreav  and  Its  bvuek 

ofllce«.1 

Maehinery,  automobiles,  bicpclea,  motor  cycles,  and  pTtoto  supplies,  No.  1^99.— 
A  commercial  orf;anizatloa  In  the  United  States  transmits  an  Inquiry  'from 
a  man  in  Peru  who  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
machinery  for  compressing  air  for  use  iu  minps;  machinery  used  in  cream- 
eries; presses  to  pack  wool  In  bales;  automobiles;  bicycles;  motor  cycles; 
and  photo  supplies.   Ckirresiiondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Cotton.  No.  19400.— A  business  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  a  Brm  in 
Spain  desires  to  communicate  with  producers  and  exporters  of  cotton. 

Paints,  canned  goods,  galvanized  iron,  and  zinc,  etc..  No.  19401. — Tlie  commercial 
agent  of  the  Bureau  In  New  York  transmits  the  name  of  a  firm  In  Africa 
which  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  American  luannfacturers  of  palnte, 
canned  goods,  galvanlced  Iron  and  kIdc,  household  furnishings,  knit  goods, 
cotton  piece  goods,  and  hardware  with  a  view  to  estahllshlnig  agencies. 

Brass  tubes,  leather  for  boots,  and  pegamoid.  No.  19402. — A  commercial  organi- 
zation in  the  United  States  transmits  the  name  of  a  man  In  Spain  wlio  de- 
sires to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  brass  tubes  for  auto- 
mobile radiators,  leather  for  boots,  and  pegamoid.  Samples  of  the  brass 
tubes  desired  mny  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 
(Uefer  to  file  No.  78.) 

Postal  cards,  No.  19403.— A  letter  has  been  received  from  a  man  in  Canada  who 
desires  to  conmuinicate  with  Auierlean  manufacturers  and  dealers  In 
Christmas  cards. 

Hides,  honey,  and  tcax.  No.  19404. — ^A  commercial  organization  in  the  United 
States  transmits  an  Inquiry  from  a  man  In  Cuba  who  desires  to  g^  In  touch 
with  American  dealers  In  hides,  bee  honey,  and  wax.  Gorresiiondeace 
should  be  in  Spanish. 

Leather,  glass,  mirrors,  opals,  and  brassteare,  Ko.  1040.5. — A  firm  in  the  United 
States  writes  tliat  a  man  In  Java  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufocturers  and  exporters  of  leather,  glass,  mirrors,  t^ls,  and  brass- 
ware. 

General  agency.  No.  19406. — A  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  writes  that  n  man  In 
Costa  Illcn  desires  to  communicate  with  Anierlcnn  firms  desiring  to  estab- 
lish agencies  in  that  couiiti-y.    No  pjii-ticiilar  line  Is  :pecifietl. 

Hardicaic,  iron  and  steel  products,  rubba-  good/t,  etc.,  No.  19407. — A  commercial 
organization  In  the  Unlteil  Htates  trnnsmits  the  name  of  a  man  In  Mexico 
who  desires  to  secure  the  agency  of  American  mnnufacturei-s  of  hardware. 
Iron  and  steel  products,  machinery  for  cotton  and  woolen  mills,  wood- 
working machinery,  drugs,  paints,  factory  supplies,  rubber  goods,  and  men's 
wearing  apparel.    Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Savings  hank.  No.  1D40S.— A  firm  In  tlie  United  SUtes  writes  that  Us  corre- 
spondent in  Spain  has  transmitted  a  sample  bronze  savings  bank,  stamped 
"  O.  O.  Burns  Company,  N«v  York,"  together  with  nn  Inquiry  for  the  name 
and  nddi-ess  of  the  manufacturer,  with  a  view  to  placing  an  order  for  1,GOO 
to  2,000  of  these  banks. 

OUtcc  sujypHcn,  etc..  No.  19109. — An  American  con-isular  officer  In  Hussir.  reports 
that  a  man  In  tliut  country  desires  to  pui'clmse  imniediatelj  500  reams  of 
40  by  51  centimeter  carbon  paiwr.  2,000.000  thumb  tacks,  .'WO  gross  of  indel- 
ible pencils,  GOO  gross  of  drawing  pencils  No.  2,  100.000  Bronisilvcr  [wper 
post  cards  for  photographs,  100,000  illustrated  and  colored  Bronisllver  po.st 
cards,  5.000  gross  simp  fosteners  for  women's  appnrcl,  and  1,000  sets  of 
drawing  instruments. 

Cotton  piece  goods.  No.  19410. — The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  nn  American  con- 
sular ollicer  in  South  Araei-ica  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  get  in 
touch  witii  American  exporters  of  cotton  piece  goods  with  a  view  to  cstnb- 
llsblng  agency  connections.  The  firm  Is  also  Interested  In  voiles,  oxfords, 
zephyrs,  and  cheap  printed  shirtings.  I'rices  should  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New 
York.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Samples  of  the  goods  desired 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bui%au  or  Its  branch  ofiices.  The  prices  marked 
on  the  samples  are  those  formerly  paid  f.  o.  b.  London  or  other  British  porta. 
(Uefer  to  file  No.  CSS47.) 
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E3CTEH8IOB'  OF  DANISH  EHBABGO  LEST. 

[Telegram  from  American  consnlate  general,  Copenhagen,  received  Nov.  27,  1915.] 

Cotton  goods  and  dried  casein  have  been  added  to  the  list  of 


products  subject  to  embargo  in  Denmark. 


ADDITIOnS  TO  FRENCH  EUBAROO  LIST. 

[Telegram  from  American  eonralate  general,  Paris,  Nov.  26,  1916.] 

A  decree  of  November  22  prohibits  the  exportation  from  France  of 
grape  residue,  walnuts  and  other  nuts,  almonds,  fruit  stones,  gum  lac, 
mica  sheets  or  plates,  micanite,  vaseline,  and  sacks  of  all  kinds.  The 
above  prohibitions  are  subject  to  the  usual  exceptions. 


RESULT  OF  TRAIKE  OFFORTTTNITT. 

A  demand  for  road  machinery  in  Kussia  was  called  to  the  attention 
of  American  manufacturers  through  a  Trade  Opportunity  published 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  Commercf. 
EXPORTS.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Commercial  Club,  of 
Oakland,  Cal.,  called  this  opportunity  to  the  attention  of  a  road- 
machinery  company  in  that  State,  and  the  company  entered  into 
negotiations  with  the  prospective  purchasers  in  Russia  through  one 
of  its  eastern  offices.  The  result  has  been  the  securing  of  a  Russian 
order  by  the  company,  as  announced  by  the  Oakland  commercial 
organization  to  Commercial  Agent  E.  G.  Babbitt,  of  the  Bureau, 
at  San  Francisco. 

Consul  Paul  H.  Foster  reports  that  30  tons  of  cedar  were  ordered 
from  the  United  States  by  a  lead-pencil  manufacturer  of  Jerez  de  la 
Frontera  whom  he  placed  in  communication  with  American  shippers 
and  that  a  dealer  in  automobiles  and  supplies  in  that  Spanish  city 
sent  in  two  orders  for  motor-car  supplies,  two  for  tires  and  tubes,  and 
one  for  auto  luncheon  cases  through  having  had  his  attention  called 
to  the  catalogues  of  American  makers  of  these  wares  which  were  filed 
in  the  Jerez  consulate. 
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BETTSHES  IN  GEEMANY. 

[Consul  Ilarr;  Q.  Seltser,  Bre&laa,  Not.  5.] 

The  TJnion  of  German  Brush  Manufacturers  has  decided  upon  an 
advance  of  50  per  cent  in  prices  for  shipments  to  Austria -Hungai^. 
Advanced  prices  for  domestic  consumption  will  also  be  fixed  withm 
a  short  time. 

Brooms,  brushes,  paint  brushes,  and  sieves  are  classified  as  a 
separate  group  in  tlie  (Jerman  Kttitistics  of  imports  and  exports. 
The  importance  of  this  trade  will  be  apparent  from  the  following 
import  and  export  figures:  In  1912  Germany  imported  1,491  metric 
tons  (1  metric  ton  =  2,201.6  pounds)  of  th^  wares,  valued  at 
$545,258,  and  exported  2,957  metric  tons,  valued  at  $2,806,020.  In 

1913,  the  imporU  were  1,400  tons,  valued  at  $622,370,  and  the  ex- 
ports 3,018  tons,  valued  at  $2,050,010.  For  the  first  half  of  1914 
(latest  available  .figures),  the  imports  were  674  tons,  valued  at 
$215,152,  and  the  exports  1,511  tons,  valued  at  $1,618,162. 

The  exports  of  brushes  to  the  tinited  States  from  the  Breslau 
consular  district  during  the  last  six  years  are  as  follows:  1909, 
$26,156;  1910,  $33,738;  1911,  $65,311;  1912,  $31,254;  1913,  $23,066; 

1914,  $23,052. 

Germany  imports  brushes,  brooms,  etc.,  principally  from  the  Neth- 
erlands, Austria-Hungary,  and  France,  although  small  quantities  of 
fine  hair  brushes  have  also  been  credited  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  export  trade  Great  Britain  was  by  far  the  best  customer, 
taking  altogether  about  50  per  cent  of  these  §oods.  Considerable 
quantities  have  also  been  sold  to  Italy,  Au^na-Hungary,  Bussia, 
and  Argentina.  The  United  States  takes  approximately  7  per  cent 
of  Germany's  total  exports,  of  which  this  district  fumishes  about  12 
per  cent. 

QFOTING  PEICES  FOE  SOUTH  WALES. 

[Consul  WiUlam  L.  Jenklas,  detailed  &a  vice  coosul  at  Swansea,  Oct.  20.] 

"While  it  is  yet  too  early  to  Imow  fully  the  results  of  the  Swansea 
consulate's  trade-extension  work  during  the  September  quarter,  some 
very  gratifying  responses  have  already  been  reported.  One  local 
firm,  however,  in  whose  behalf  a  Trade  Opportunity  was  published 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  July  19,  and  which  received  numerous  let- 
ters relating  thereto,  had  the  following  criticism  to  offer: 

Unfortunately,  the  nuijorlty  of  the  qnotiitions  nre  fi-ee-on-rail  New  York,  and 
most  of  the  prices  nre  In  dollars  tind  not  in  pounds,  shilUnRS,  and  pence.  Of 
courHe,  to  flnns  that  lay  themselves  out  for  hnportlng  (kkxIs  this  would  make 
little  difference,  hut  to  the  Kenoral  nierclmnt  the  extra  correspondence  and 
nrnuiKement  of  shipments,  etc.,  would  not  be  profitable.  We  had  no  trouble  of 
this  kind  from  the  Belgium  or  Gernmu  markets. 

I  called  personally  upon  the  manager  of  this  firm,  who  showed  me 
seven  or  eight  letters  that  were  unsatisfactory  in  regard  to  method 
of  quoting.  There  was  one,  however,  which  was  well  thought  out,  and 
in  which  particular  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  points  emphasized 
in  the  Trade  Opportunity,  and  the  manager  informed  me  that  he 
intended  giving  this  firm  a  trial  order  at  once,  being  much  pleased 
with  the  care  shown.  In  most  of  the  reports  and  Trade  Opportuni- 
ties sent  from  this  consulate  emphasis  has  been  laid  on  the  importance 
of  sending  quotations  in  English  currency  and  having  them  c.  i.  f. 
Swansea,  instead  of  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  elsewhere. 
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CUBA  WAnTS  DESiaHS  Zt>K  "  XAIHX  "  XEKOBIAL. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harrls.1 

The  Cuban  Maine  Memorial  Commission,  of  which  Gen.  Emilio 
Nunez,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  of  Cuba,  is  chairman,  has  called  for 
international  designs  and  bid3  for  the  Maine  memorial  which  will  be 
erected  by  the  Government  of  Cuba.  The  presidential  decree  on  the 
subject  in  part  reads: 

The  plans  and  bids  must  be  In  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  presi- 
dent of  the  commission,  before  11  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  February  1,  1916, 
and  on  February  3  the  plans  will  be  opened  publicly  In  the  order  In  which  they 
have  been  received,  and  will  t>e  exposed  to  the  public  for  15  days. 

The  monument  will  be  raised  in  the  Vedado  on  a  triangular  piece  of  ground 
formed  by  streets  17,  19,  C,  and  the  Calzado  de  Vedado.  The  artists  may  plan 
the  monument  In  the  form  and  position  which  they  desire,  but  it  Is  indispensable 
that  the  relics  of  the  battleship  which  were  presented  by  the  United  States  to 
the  Cuban  Government — namely,  a  turret,  two  cannon,  an  anchor,  and  a  dialn — 
should  be  the  motif  of  the  monument. 

The  plans  and  bids  must  be  original.  The  total  cost,  without  Including  that 
of  placing,  nmy  not  exceed  tlie  sum  of  $33,000.  Two  prizes  will  be  given,  one  of 
$1,500  and  the  other  of  $500,  for  the  best  two  plans,  which  will  become  the  prt^ 
erty  of  the  State 

Admirable  Site  Chosen. 

The  Calzado  de  Vedado  is  a  wide,  paved  avenue  which  skirts  the 
sea  from  the  Malecon,  opposite  Morro  Castle,  to  and  through  the 
Vedado,  the  most  beautiful  residential  section.  The  plot  of  ground 
is  not  400  feet  from  the  water,  so  the  monument  will  look  out  upon 
the  entrance  to  the  harbor  and  be  seen  by  all  ships  approaching  and 
leaving.  Thousands  of  people  pass  the  spot  each  day,  and  a  more 
beautiful  location  for  the  memorial  could  not  have  been  selected. 

In  a  few  days  I  will  forward  a  complete  set  of  photographs  show- 
ing the  exact  location  of  the  memorial,  the  surroundings,  etc.,  and 
photographs  of  the  guns,  turret  pieces,  chain,  and  anchor  being  placed 
on  the  ground.  [Upon  their  arrival  these  photographs  may  De  in- 
spected at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  or  its 
branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  780.]  Unofficially,  I  have  gained 
the  impression  that  a  desi^  embracing  the  names  of  the  men  who 
died  will  make  a  favorable  impression.  These  names  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Navy  Department,  at  Wtishington. 

BOOF  QABBEHS  IH  KEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  GfncrBl  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Oct.  29.] 

The  first  roof  garden  for  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  is  to  be  set  apart 
at  the  top  of  a  six-story  department  store  now  in  course  of  constnic- 
tion.  It  is  to  be  reached  by  electric  elevators,  and  tea  and  rest  rooms 
are  to  be  provided,  both  for  ladies  and  gentlemen.  When  the  estab- 
lishment is  completed  it  will  be  up  to  date,  covering  a  ground  space 
of  about  100  by  100  feet,  with  all  floors  occupied  by  the  John  Court 
(Ltd.)  department  store. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Minister  of  Mines  of  British  Columbia 
for  1914  contains  a  statement  from  the  geologist  who  examined  the 
oil  fields  of  Flathead  Valley,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Femie 
consular  district.  The  results  indicated  strong  possibilities  of  oil  in 
paying  quantities,  Consul  Thomas  D.  Bowman  reports.'  A  dispatch 
publi^ed  in  Commerce  Reports  for  October  16,  1915,  announced 
that  the  first  sijKns  of  oil  were  encountered  September  20. 
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CUBA  CHANGES  TO  A  NATIOHAI  HOHET. 

[Speclol  AgoQt  Garrard  tlarrls.] 

The  transfer  of  the  monetary  system  of  Cuba  from  the  former  con- 
dition where  there  wais  no  national  coinage  to  the  use  of  the  new 
money  of  the  Republic  has  been  effected  without  causing  a  ripple  on 
tlie  surface  of  business,  and  good  results  are  already  being  noted. 

Formerly  Spanish,  French,  United  States,  and  small  quantities  of 
other  moneys  circulated  indiscriminately.  On  nearly  every  promi- 
nent corner  in  Cuban  cities,  and  especially  in  Habana,  in  news,  cigar, 
and  lottery-ticket  stands  were  money  changers  who  did  a  thriving 
business  out  of  the  wide  confusion  of  values.  Many  abuses  and  incon- 
Tfeni^ces  arose  from  this  condition  of  affairs.  Banks  and  business 
houses  had  to  keep  their  accounts  in  three  moneys — Spanish,  French, 
und  American — and  the  values  of  the  various  coins  were  constant 
causes  of  misunderstandings  and  a  detriment  to  commerce  generally. 

Coins  Hinted  in  T7nlted  States. 

Cuba  arranged  for  money  of  its  own,  the  banks  cooperating,  and 
the  minting  has  been  done  in  the  United  States.  A  presidential  de- 
cree of  September  11  forbade  the  use  of  other  than  Cuban  and  Ameri- 
can money  after  December  1.  It  had  the  effect  of  immediately  wak- 
ing the  people  up  to  the  imminence  of  the  change,  and  there  was  a 
rush  to  unload  accumulations  of  French  and  Spanish  gold  and  silver. 
The  money  changers  protested  long  and  loud  for  more  time;  they 
passed  resolutions,  obtained  a  good  deal  of  publicity  in  the  papers, 
and  urged  that  the  change  should  be  made  more  gradually,  but  to  no 
avail. 

The  work  of  converting  foreign  coins  went  on  steadily.  The  banks 
gathered  up  large  quantities  of  European  silver  and  gold,  shipping 
most  of  it  to  the  United  States  to  be  minted  into  Cuban  money- 
Heavy  shipments  of  American  money  and  the  Cuban  coins  same  back 
in  return.  The  money  changers  did  a  brisk  business  for  a  while, 
until  the  stock  of  hoarded  centens,  louis,  francs,  and  pesos  and 
smaller  foreign  tokens  had  come  from  hiding  places  and  been  con- 
verted. Then  the  "  cambistas  "  had  to  sell  their  stocks  for  American 
and  Cuban  money — and  found  thei:  occupation  gone. 

The  Government  and  municipalities  began  paying  all  obligations 
in  national  money,  banks  began  paying  it  out — and  the  thing  was 
done.  There  was  some  complaint  at  hrst  owing  to  a  shortage  of 
small  change  on  account  of  delayed  shipments.  That  has  been  elimi- 
nated, and  Cub:m  silver  and  fractional  coins  are  being  received  in 
sufficient  quantities  from  the  mint. 
Wbat  the  Cuban  Money  Is. 

The  Cuban  money  consists  of  gold,  silver,  and  nickel  coins.  It  is 
estimated  that  by  January  1  there  will  be  more  than  $12,(X)0,000  of 
this  money  in  circulation.  It  is  un  an  absolute  parity  with  the  money 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  yet  there  is  possibly  more  American 
money  in  trade  channels  than  Cuban.  It  is  forbidden  to  take  or  ship 
the  national  money  out  of  the  country.  No  bills  have  been  issued. 
Some  factions  of  the  business  and  political  world  favor  the  issuance 
of  bills  direct  by  the  National  Treasury;  others  are  equally  strong 
for  a  national  bank  of  issue.  This  is  a  matter  yet  to  be  determined 
and  upon  which  there  exists  a  sharp  diversity  of  opinion.  Mean- 
while American  notes  are  the  only  ones  to  be  had.  The  supply  is 
apparently  adequate. 
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The  Cuban  gold  coins  are  $20,  $10,  and  $5,  bearing  on  one  side,  in 
relief,  the  head  of  Joe6  Marti  and  on  the  other  the  coat  of  arms  of 
Cuba  half  encircled  by  laurel  wreaths.  On  one  side  the  coin  bears 
the  inscription  "  Patria  y  Libertad  "  and  the  date,  and  on  the  other, 
"  Eepublica  de  Cuba  "  and  the  denomination.  Each  coin  is  marked 
vith  its  fineness.  The  coins  are  exceedingly  artistic  and  handsome. 
The  $5  piece  has  sprung  into  great  favor  and  is  already  known 
colloquially  as  the  "Marti," 

The  money  is  upon  the  same  ^stem  as  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  dollar  sign  is  used  to  designate  it.  The  peso,  or  silver  dollar, 
-equals  100  centavos.  Instead  of  a  50-centavo  piece,  there  is  the  "  cua- 
renta,"  or  40-centavo  coin ;  the  "  veinte,"  or  20-centavo ;  and  the  silver 
10-centavo  piece.  There  are  nickel  S-centavo  pieces,  and  a  2-centavo 
coin  and  a  1-centavo  coin  of  nickel.  The  silver  currency  bears  the 
coat  of  arms  of  Cuba  on  one  side  and  a  five-pointed  star  surrounded 
by  rays  on  the  other. 

RESULTS  OF  TBADE-EZTEHSION  WORE  IN  FANAKA. 

[Coiunil  Oenen!  Albaa  O.  Soyder,  Panama  Cltjr,  Not.  8.] 

During  the  quarter  ended  September  80,  1915,  the  Panama  con- 
sulate was  directly  responsible  for  the  following  goods  fa«ing  intro- 
duced into  Panama : 

Com  oil  for  cooking,  a  substitute  for  cottonseed  oil,  manufactured 
bv  a  New  York  col&pany  and  now  handled  here  by  a  Panama  firm. 
The  local  manager  of  this  firm  says  that  while  it  is  too  early  to  make 
any  definite  statement  as  to  future  results,  the  progress  so  far  is  all 
that  could  be  expected^  taking  into  consideration  the  newness  of  the 
article  and  the  competition. 

A  mouth  wash,  manufactured  by  a  Minneapolis  company.  The 
local  manager  says  that  the  demand  is  all  one  could  expect  con^der- 
ing  the  short  time  he  has  had  it  in  stock. 

This  office  also  assisted,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  securing  agencies 
here  for  companies  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Newark,  N.  J.,  of  which  we 
know  definitely,  while  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  other  firms  were 
helped  in  this  direction.  Several  firms  to  which  names  were  fur- 
nished, and  in  whose  interests  persons  here  were  consulted,  could 
have  secured  agents  easily  had  they  been  reasonable  in  the  terms 
demanded. 

Consuls  Should  Iw  Informed  as  to  Results  Obtained. 

In  answering  commercial  inquiries  as  to  the  market  here,  and  the 
names  of  probable  purchasers  of  various  goods,  writers  are  requested 
to  advise  this  office  of  tlie  results  of  their  correspondence.  This  infor- 
mation is  desired  as  a  matter  of  record,  in  case  they  are  successful,  and 
to  enable  us,  in  case  they  are  not  successful,  to  look  into  tlie  matter 
and  assist  them  further,  if  possible. 

Only  a  veiy  few  replies  have  been  received,  and  these,  in  every 
case,  were  from  manufacturers  who  had  not  succeeded  in  interesting 
parties  here  in  their  goods.  For  tliis  reason  it  is  not  possible  to  give 
a  full  statement  of  results.  However,  several  articles  are  now  carried 
by  local  merchants  which  have  been  the  subject  of  correspondence 
between  the  respective  manufacturers  and  this  office  during  the  past 
quarter.  Twenty-four  catalogues  were  received  and  68  catalogues 
•and  circulars  distributed. 
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SHOE  POLISHES  HT  THE  HOBTH  OF  EKaULHl). 

[Consul  Rosf)  E.  Holadaj,  Manchester,  Nov.  4.] 

In  view  of  the  increasing  activity  of  the  American  manufacturers 
of  shoe  polishes  in  reiit-hing  out  for  foreign  markets,  and  their  desire 
to  learn  something  of  the  trade  situation  in  this  section,  it  is  thought 
that  the  following  brief  summary  may  be  of  interest  to  those  con- 
cerned. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  the  city  of  Manchester,  with  its 
numerous  prosperous  suburban  villages  and  manufacturing  towns, 
has  an  estimated  population^  within  a  radius  of  2i>  miles,  of  over 
3,600,000.  The  Manchester  district,  therefore,  offers  a  favorable  field 
for  the  sale  of  shoe  polishes;  in  fact,  it  is  belii?ved  to  be  the  most  at- 
tractive selling  center  for  these  goods  outside  of  the  London  area. 

In  looldng  over  the  stocks  of  sevei'al  local  stores,  it  was  noticed  that 
the  English  makers  of  shoe  polishes  have  firmly  established  their 
goods  on  the  market.  The  leading  concerns  are  reported  to  have 
spent  vast  sums  in  advertising,  and  their  specialties  are  Itnown  to 
Users  throughout  Great  Bi"itain. 

A'  L(»idon  BistrlbatinE  A^ent  Advised. 

In  the  Manchester  district  there  are  six  manufacturing  firms 
turning  out  shoe  polishes,  and  supplies  are  also  sent  by  London 
makers  in  lar^  quantities.  It  is  considered  vei^  doubtful  indeed 
■whether  American  producers  could  induce  any  of  the  dealers  or  job- 
bers here  to  import  polishes  direct  from  the  United  States.  The  con- 
sulate has  been  reliably  informed  by  a  large  wholesale  house  han- 
dling slice  polishes  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  American  manu- 
facturer to  cater  for  the  trade  of  the  North  of  England  through  a 
distributing  agent,  located  for  preference  in  London.,  Some  adver- 
tising help  may  be  desirable,  and  the  exporter  must  be  prepared  to 
assiyt  his  distributing  agent  in  every  possible  way. 

Stocks  should  always  be  kept  on  hand,  thus  insuring  prompt  de- 
livery. A  local  store  which  had  worked  up  quite  n  demand  for  a 
certain  American  polish  has  been  unable  to  secure  a  supply  of  this 
particular  article  since  June  last. 

White  shoes  are  worn  very  little  in  Manchester,  and  there  is  only 
a  limited  demand  for  any  special  cleaner  for  them.  Tan  shoes  have 
a  ready  sale  throughout  the  consular  district;  and  although  at  the 

S resent  time  a  large  majority  of  the  men  folk  ai*e  enffiigfed  with  the 
iritish  Army,  it  is  reported  that  the  stxU  of  brown  shoe  polish  has 
not  materially  decreased. 
Terms,  Prices,  and  Jobbers'  Addresses. 

The  general  terms  offered  by  manufacturers  to  wholesalers  are 
stated  to  be  20  per  cent  off  list  prices,  cash  in  30  days,  less  2J  per  cent, 
or  3^  per  cent  discount  for  cash.  Retailers  might  be  allowed  any- 
thing from  10  per  cent  to  15  per  cent  and  2^  per  cent  for  cash  in  30 
days.  Credit  methods  are,  however,  difficult  to  advise  upon,  as  they 
are  so  often  made  by  special  arrangement. 

Ketail  prices  paid  by  the  customer  for  different  classes  of  British- 
made  shoe  polishes  are:  "Cherry  Blossom,"  in  tins,  2,  4,  8,  and  12 
cente  each ;  "  Day  &  MartinV'  bottles,  small  size  9  cents,  large  size 
14  cents;  "  Nugget,"  No.  8  (black)  or  No.  4  (brown),  9  cents  per  tin; 
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**Ronuk,"  Nos.  2  and  3  (tabe),  11  cents  each;  "Properts,"  black  or 
brown,  9  cents,  in  tins  and  bottles. 

[A  list  of  the  leading  Jobbern  handling  shoe  polishes  in  Manchester  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  und  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
oaeea.   Refer  to  file  No.  69132.] 


UaHTHOirSE  EKFIOTEES  COHMENBED  BT  SECEETABT. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  commended  several  employees  of 
the  United  State  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  during  November  for  acts 
performed  by  them  under  circumstances  in  which  lives  or  property 
were  in  danger.  Manj  of  those  whose  acts  gained  this  recognition 
rendered  valuable  services  during  the  trying  conditions  caused  by  the 
hurricane  of  September  28  and  29  which  visited  the  coast  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  Others  gave  assistance  to  disabled  motor  boats  or  other 
craftf  and  three  employees  assisted  in  checking  a  lire.  The  persons 
commended  and  the  special  acts  recognized  were : 

Rafus  A.  Brooks,  commanding  the  lighthouse  tender  Jessamine,  for  his  action 
In  towing  the  derelict  schooner  James  H.  Harprares  from  mid-channel  off  Point 
Ko  Point  Light  Station.  Md.,  to  Cornfield  Harbor.  M<1. 

Thomas  Robinson,  John  Erikson,  and  Joseph  Ediund,  keeper,  first  assistant 
keeper,  and  second  assistant  ke(7>er,  respectively,  at  Afusk^n  Pinrhead  Range 
Light  Station,  Hich.,  fbr  assisting  to  check  a  fire  which  destroyed  t^vo  cottages 
and  threatened  other  cottnges  nenr  Muskegon  Plerhond  Itnnge  Light  8tfltlon,  Mich. 

William  L.  Kenney,  comnuimling  Itclu  f  lAght  Xcssvl  A'o.  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  light  vessel  concerne<l,  for  asslwtmice  rendered,  in  the  vicinity  of 
GoUimbln  River  light-vessel  stiitlon,  to  two  fishermen  In  n  b'oat  who  were  unable 
to  proceed  after  their  supply  of  giisollne  biffinio  oxhnustod. 

.John  W,  St.  G.  Glbhon  and  Christian  T.  Thomasen,  keeper  and  assistant 
keeper,  respectively,  at  Head  of  Passes  Light  Ktutlon,  Tji.,  for  assistance  ren- 
dered to  the  crew  of  the  gasoline  launch  tShtrley,  which  was  disabled  In  South- 
west Pass,  Iji. 

Clinrles  E.  Corlett,  commanding,  and  Augtist  Wnnke,  englnt^r,  on  North  Mani- 
tou  Shoal  TAffht  Vcttscl  No.  56,  Michigan,  for  as<istance  rendered  to  the  motor 
boot  W7ij/-Not,  which  was  discovered  In  the  vicinity  of  Light  Vessel  No.  56  In  a 
disabled  condition. 

The  following  persons  for  vahiable  services  rendere<l  by  them  during  the  hur- 
ricane of  September  23  and  29 : 

David  H.  McCluskey,  commanding  Southwest  Pass  TAffht  Vcsitcl  No.  4S,  La. 

John  Christiansen  and  Sigurd  Greve,  seamen  on  Southwest  l*nss  lAght  Vessd 
Ko.  JiS,  Iji. 

Epps  Panley,  keeper,  Pascngoula  River  Range  and  Pascngoula  River  Entrance 
Lights.  Miss. 

rrederiok  A.  Schreiber,  keeper,  Tiiike  Borgne  Light  Station,  Miss. 

Fergus  H.  .Johnstons,  foroiiinn,  I-Itglith  LlehJhoufo  District. 

Thomas  Zeltwocli,  Ueeper,  West  Rigolets  Light  Station,  La. 

Caroline  Itidille,  keeper,  Xew  Cmiol  Light  KtatlDn,  La. 

Joseph  P.  Groux,  keeper,  Chofuncte  River  Range  Liglit  Station,  La. 

Hugo  A.  Succow  and  Joseph  W.  Sharp,  keeiier  antl  assistant  keeper,  respec- 
tively. Pass  Manchnc  Light  Station,  Jji. 

William  W.  Bayly.  Mnnrlce  Dnrnbb.  and  Junle  C.Welch. keeper,  first  assistant 
keeper,  and  second  assistant  keeper,  respectively,  Chmideleur  Light  Station.  I^. 

Alfred  ItodI  ami  Steven  Coimlrovicii.  keeper  uiul  assistant  keeper,  respec- 
tively. South  Pass  r:nst  .letty  Llnht  Station,  I-n. 

Charles  W.  Heiirtt,  l<eeper.  Cubits  (iiip  Licht  Stntion,  T^. 

John  W.  St.  O.  <;ibboii  and  Christian  T.  Tiiomnsen,  ke*^ier  and  assistant 
keeper,  respectively.  Head  of  Passe-s  Light  Station,  La. 

E.  Gnimlison,  laborer  in  charge  of  Ironton  Liglit,  La. 

Anna  Meyer.  lal)orer  in  ciiargo  of  Shingle  Point  Light,  Iji. 

Robert  O.  Miller,  keeper.  Bnratarin  Bay  Light  Station,  La. 

John  C.  Gray  and  John  1'.  Anderson,  keeper  and  assistant  keeper,  respectively, 
TIrabalier  Light  Station,  La. 

John  McNamnra,  Willlani  II.  Oliver,  Frank  J.  LeBouf,  and  Eugene  F.  Burke, 
keeper,  first  assistant  keeper,  second  assistant  keeper,  and  third  assistant 
keeper,  resfpectively,  Ship  Shoal  Light  Station,  La. 
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THE  WBOHG  KIND  OF  BA0  FOE  SHIFFIirO  PHOSPHATES. 

[Vice  Consul  Charles  H.  Helsler,  Cape  Towo,  South  Africa,  OcL  IB.] 

Merchants  in  the  Cape  Town  consular  district  who  have  lately 
heen  purchasing  American  superphosphates  complain  that  the  bags> 
in  wliich  the  phosphates  are  shipiied  are  of  poor  quality  and  entirely 
unsuited  for  the  purpose.  Experience  has  shown  that  the'ba^  break 
easily,  being  unable  to  withstand  the  rough  handling  to  which  they 
necessarily  are  subjected.  Hundreds  of  bags  of  superphosphate  have 
been  unloaded  at  this  port  in  a  damaged  condition,  the  contents  par- 
tially or  wholly  lost,  and  the  importer  forced  to  purchase  new  bags 
to  enable  him  to  deliver  the  phosphates  to  his  customers. 

Two  superphosphate  bags  were  obtained  by  this  office,  one  being  a 
bag  used  by  an  English  firm,  the  other  a  bag  obtained  from  a  recent 
sliipment  of  superphosphate  from  the  United  States.  The  English 
bag  is  strong  and  in  excellent  condition ;  the  American  bag  is  useless 
and  almost  torn  in  ribbons.  The  string  used  for  sewing  the  top  of 
the  English  bag  is  rather  heavy  and  of  sufficient  strength ;  the  Ameri- 
can bag  has  a  light  string,  which  is  very  easily  broken.  Many  of  the 
American  bags  also  open  up  at  the  seams. 

Knoh  BebagKlnfT  Necessary. 

One  Soutli  African  importer  states  that  a  recent  shipment  of 
nearly  3,000  bags  of  superphosphate  from  the  United  States  came 
to  hand  with  practically  2,000  bags  burst  and  useless.  Furthermore, 
he  states  that  since  he  began  importing  this  class  of  goods  from 
America  he  has  fonnd  it  necessary  to  expend  several  hundred  dol- 
lars in  replacing  the  destroyed  bags.  This  carelessness  or  oversight 
on  the  part  of  the  American  exporter  is  severely  injuring  bis  trade 
in  this  country. 

The  survey  report  on  a  shipment  of  2,800  bngs  of  superpho^ 

phates  shipped  from  New  York  to  Cape  Town  reads  as  follows: 

At  the  request  of  ,  I  proccetlei]  to  No.  2  South  Ann,  Ciii)e  Town  Docks, 

wliere  I  foumi  the    discharglus  tts  t-nrgo.    The  phosphates  were  helng 

carefully  hiuiled,  but  as  tlie  bags  touched  the  quay  many  of  them  burst,  and 
J  have  no  doubt  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  contents  will  be  wasted. 

I  examined  ttie  ba^  and  am  of  opinion  timt  the  ilaiimge  thereto  Is  caused 
by  tlie  action  of  the  supertihosphate  on  the  material,  tlie  bags  in  most  cases 
being  quite  rotten.  At  the  same  time,  1  may  stiite,  I  liave  never  seen  sui>er- 
phosphate  packed  in  more  uusultiiblo  bags  thnn  tliese.  The  Inner  bag  is  only 
fair  quality  and  shoubJ  have  been  heavier,  while  the  outer  ba;:  is  iiltogetlier 
too  thin  for  the  purpose.  Sly  tirin  has  Imported  tliousands  of  bags  of  piios- 
I)hntos  and  for  years  we  represented  the  (Jernian  Austriiluin  Ste;wuship  Co., 
wlUch  ilne  eiirrled  the  bulk  of  the  phosphates  arriving  in  Cape  Town;  but  in 
nil  my  eiperionee  I  have  never  come  across  n  sliiiiment  in  which  the  bags  were 
so  flimsy.  Of  1,935  bags  which  were  rebagged  on  the  quay  1,0S9  were  rotten 
nnd  840  bags  were  burst  nt  tlie  seams,  the  outer  bag  being  only  sewn  with 
cotton ;  in  fact,  tlie  qmiiity  of  the  outer  bag  is  not  considered  good  enough  for 
bagging  sugar,  a  packet  of  whicli  contains  only  70  pounds,  wliereas  a  bag  of 
pliosi)iiatcs  Contains  200  pounds.  A  large  quantity  of  phosphate  could  nut  be 
Landed  in  tlie  original  bags  nnd  was  rebaggeU  on  board. 

Win  Result  In  Loas  of  Trade. 

If  the  American  manufacturer  of  superphosphate  wishes  to  main- 
tain and  increase  his  hold  on  this  market  he  must  give  strict  attention 
to  the  bags  containing  his  products;  he  must  see  triat  they  are  strong 
and  durable  and  well  able  to  withstand  rough  handling.  South  Afri- 
can buyers  will  undoubtedly  curtail  their  purchases  oi  such  products 
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from  America  if  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  now  prevailing  are 

not  soon  remedied. 

[The  sample  bags  forwarded  by  Vice  Consul  Helsler  may  be  Inspected  by  those 
Interested  nt  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  ofHces, 
Ask  for  file  No.  68123.] 

"  # 
AUESIGAH  CONSULAR  OmCEBS  ON  lEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  witli  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nam*. 


Summers,  Uftddio  

llBynaid,  Lestw  

Qroce.WiUiamJ  

Dawson,  WlUlam  

Pocit,  wUlya  t;  

IfesonmiU),  George  S.. 
kobertaon,  W.  Uanr; . . 

Sammors,  Thomas  

CtemlMrUlii,  Gwrce  A 

CSMtblra.  yiamltii  D... 


Port. 


SSo  Paulo.  BratQ., 

nmonCbiiia.  

Aden,  Arabia  


Rosarlo,  Arnntina. . . 

TsingUu,  China.  

Fort  ^rie, Canada.... 
fiuenoB  Aires,  Arjon- 
Una. 


Sha'-ghal,  China  

Lourenco  Uarqnes, 

Poriugueoe  Bast 

Airioa. 
Canton,  China  


Expirft- 
tlon  of 
venue. 


Dec.  31 

..do  

Dec.  IS 


..do.... 
Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Dec.  31 


Dec.  10 
Dea  31 


Jan.  SI 


Address. 


Department  of  State, WashiDgt<m,  D.C- 

Do. 

Association  of  tbe  Bar  et  the  City  of 

New  York,  Now  York  City. 
903  Goodrich  Avsoue,  St.  Paul,  Hlim. 
Dopartmei.tofState,washlDetOD,  D.C- 
I  .ewes,  Del, 

Brar.ch  o.iice.  Bureau  of  Fmlgn  and 
Domestic  Comnufce,  New  Yak, 

N.  y.  ' 
") 

tus  CTub,  110  West  Fiftr-ssventh 
Street,  New  Ymk  City. 

Boreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
moros.  Room  MB,  Costombousa 
N«w  York.  M.  Y. 


(») 
Lo 


■Tbe  tour  of  American  cities  bv  Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  of  Shanghai,  Includes 
Bochflittcr,  New  York,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Mlnneapolle,  Seattle,  and  Taooma,  coucludiuK  at 
tbe  latter  place  Dec.  10,  lie  will  confer  with  biuiaess  men  at  these  placets  who  are 

Interwted  in  trade  In  China. 


NEW  PUBLICAnONS  ON  HININO. 

The  Bureau  of  Mines,  Washington,  announces  the  following  new 
monographs,  copies  of  which  it  will  supply  on  application: 

Technical  Paper  64.  Determination  of  nitrogen  in  coal ;  a  comparison  of  vari- 
ous modifications  of  the  KJeldahl  method  with  the  Dumas  method.  25  pp., 
5  fiss. 

Technical  Pajter  105.  Pulmonary  disease  among  miners  In  the  JopUn  district, 
Missouri,  and  Its  rdatlon  to  rock  dust  In  the  mines;  a  preliminary  report.  40 
pp.,  5  pis, 

Teciinlciil  paper  112.  Tho  e.\plosibility  of  acetylene.   15  pp. 

Technical  paper  H(i.  Miners*  wash  and  change  house-s,  by  Joseph  H.  White. 
1015.   27  pp.,  3-  pis.,  3  figs. 

Technical  Paiwr  123.  Notes  on  the  uses  of  low-grade  fuel  in  Europe.  87  pp., 
4  pis.,  4  ligs. 


CAUSES  OF  BISE  IN  FEICE  OF  SUGAE  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Oct.  29.] 

Bevista  de  Economia  y  Hacienda,  published  in  Madrid,  accounts 
for  the  recent  rise  in  price  of  sugiir  (beet)  by  showing  the  following 

Eercentages  of  increase  in  the  ccst  of  raw  material  over  1914:  Sugar- 
eet  seed,  65;  Asturian  coal,  18.50;  coke,  20.69;  lubricants,  21.42; 
material  for  filtration,  15;  sacking,  25.26;  cutters,  84.21;  accessories 
and  repairs  (estimated),  100. 
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EXPOSITION  OF  chutese  fkodttgts. 

[Commcrcla!  Attach*  Jul«an  H,  Arnold,  Peking,  Oct.  11.] 

There  is  being  held  in  Pelting  an  exposition  of  Chinese  products 
embracing  all  of  China  except  the  extreme  south  and  southwestern 
portions..  I  have  visited  the  exposition  on  two  occasicns,  first  as  an 
honorary  guest  on  the  day  of  opening  and  then  as  a  sight-seer  for  the 
inspection  of  exhibits.  I  made  notes  of  the  character  of  the  articles 
displayed,  and  thinking  the^  may  be  of  interest  to  the  manufacturers 
of  the  United  States,  I  give  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
listed. 

Silverwnre,  mnnufnrtured  In  Shanghai, 
Cloisonne,  made  nt  Peking. 
Silk  and  silk  Roods,  from  Hangchow. 
Lace,  cotton  thread,  and  linen,  from  Chefoo  and  Swatow. 
Hats,  forelfm  style,  felt  and  straw,  from  Shantung  and  Shanghai. 
Traveling  ca^eR  made  of  leather,  pigskin,  and  bamboo  and  cane,  from  CSuiDg-' 
aba  and  Shantung. 

Foreign  slioes,  made  at  Shanghai  and  Changsha." 

Pamsols.  made  In  Shanghai  and  Hunan. 

Bristles,  and  brushes  made  therefrom,  from  Nortb  China. 

Foreign  leather  purses,  made  at  Oliangsha. 

Military  accouterments,  made  at  Tientsin. 

Knives,  liair  clip|>ers,  scissors,  choppers,  hatcliets,  bridle  bits,  door  locks,  all 

of  modern  type,  made  at  Changsha. 

Tooth  powders  and  pastes  and  foreign  me<llclnes  put  up  In  foreign  pa<&ageB 
after  the  fashion  of  those  In  use  In  foreign  countries,  made  In  Shanghai. 

Foreign  drums  and  musical  Instruments,  made  at  Shanghai. 

Foreign-style  collars  and  buttons,  made  nt  Changsha. 

Candies  packed  In  Imitation  foreign  packages,  made  in  various  places  in  China. 

Matches  and  foreIgn>styIe  paper,  made  at  Tientsin  and  Shanghai. 

A  large  display  of  toilet  soap  and  washing  soap  put  up  In  forelgn-g^le  padL- 
agest  ami  made  in  the  shape  of  foreign  goods. 

Disinfectants,  drugs,  and  cliemlcalK,  also  in  Imitation  foreign  packages. 

A  goodly  assortment  of  foreign-style  inks,  also  in  foreign-type  packages,  made* 
at  Tientsin. 

Bamboo  baskets,  hair  and  tooth  brnslies,  hair  nets, 'embroideries,  from  Shang- 
hai and  Hii::an. 

Calicos,  cotton  goo<ls  (Including  socks  and  handkerchiefs),  prints,  and  woolens 
in  consldernble  quantltie.s,  from  various  parts  of  China. 
Foreign-style  socks  In  Imitation  foreign  boxes. 
Foochow  lacquer  ware. 
Canton  carved  ivory. 

Changsha  bamboo  furniture  and  bamboo  wares. 
Cotton  towels,  Imitation  foreign  style. 
Eyeglasses. 

Glassware,  Including  g1ol>es,  bottles,  drinking  glasses,  and  ^ass  dislies,  made 
at  Pnoshan.  Shantung,  and  In  Shanghai. 

Earthenware  tiles. 

Porcelains,  including  forolgn-style  porcelain  dishes. 
Cereals  of  all  sorts. 

Chinese  sauccft  put  up  In  foreign-style  bottles  virith  foreign-style  labels. 
Vermicelli,  macaroni,  put  up  in  foreign  style,  made  In  Shantung. 

Wheat  flour  put  up  in  50-pound  bags  In  foreign  style. 

Cigarettes  and  cifini-s  in  foreign-style  boxes  with  foreign-style  labels. 

Tinned  fruit!^.  meats.  Jams,  biscuits,  and  tinned  provisions  In  general,  pat  w 
in  foi-eign-sfyle  tins  and  labels. 

Wines  and  liquors  also  in  foi-eIgn-style  bottles  and  labels. 

Wax  fruit  for  decorative  puriKKses. 

Foreign-style  furniture. 
.  Wicker  furniture. 

Clocks,  foreign  style,  for  wall  and  table. 

Raw  cotton. 

Chinese  herbs. 
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Bottled  drinks  (soda  water,  wiraaparliln,  lemonade,  etc.). 

Pelt  shoes,  fans,  siirsical  appliances,  library  apparatus,  including  botanical, 
zoological,  and  natural-Iiistor.v  spet-imens. 

Surveying  instruments,  atlitctic  goods,  stationery,  hardware,  garden  tools, 
stoves,  and  Chinese  carpets  and  rugs. 

A  Developing  Canning  Industry— Other  Wares. 

Of  the  above  articles  ninl  products  tlio^e  which  seem  to  show  tlie 
greatest  promise  of  development  are  the  tinned  provisions,  tinned 
fruits  inckided,  for  in  addition  to  the  varieties  thiit  grow  elsewhere 
are  those  which  are  peculiar  to  China,  such  as  lichees,  sweet  ginger, 
Jnngnans,  etc.  liamljoo  shoots  and  various  kinds  of  fnngi  are  also 
included  in  the  tinned  products.  Almond  paste,  red-rose  paste,  man- 
darin fish,  hashed  pork,  salt  herring,  bacon,  beef,  duck,  cabbag;e, 
pigeon  eggs,  loquat  jelly,  chicken,  and  pigs'  feet  are  among  those  which 
are  placed  in  fore'gn-style  tins  and  bearing  foreifjii-Ktyle  lalxds. 
XTndoubtedly  there  is  developing  in  China  a  largo  canning  industry. 

Another  line  that  shows  great  progress  is  that  of  Chincsc-mado 
hardware  patterned  after  the  foreign  types.  In  the  direction  of 
drugs  and  chemicals,  I  find  a  great  variety  of  Chinese-manufactured 
tooth  pastes,  perfumes,  cosmetics,  and  soaps,  which  will  undoubtedly 
l>egin  to  increase  the  importance  of  this  market  from  year  to  yeiir. 
The  same  is  true  of  inks  and  stationery. 

Foreign-style  silk  socks  of  all  colors  and  designs  appear  in  con- 
siderable numbers.  They  are  marked  from  20  to  25  cents  Mexican 
(approximately  8  to  10  cents  United  States  at  present  exchangf;)  per 
pair,  and  include  open-work  socks  as  well  as  fancy  colored  ones, 
(^otton  towels  manufactured  after  foreign  styles  and  nuirked  $1  to 
$1.20  Mexican  (38  to  40  cents  TJnited  States)  per  dozen,  with  a  smaller 
hand-towel  variety.  Some  of  the  woolen  goods  put  in  imitation, 
foreign  packages,  consisting  of  80  per  cent  wool  and  20  per  cent  cot- 
ton, dark  gray,  width  7  feet  4  inches.  40  yards  per  piece,  weight  2 
pounds  per  yard,  were  priced  at  $2.70  Mexican  ($1.0-1  United  States). 

There  was  quite  an  exhibition  of  foreign-style  wines  placed  in  for- 
eign-style bottles  with  foreign-style  labels,  and  on  one  tlie  label 
added : "  Makes  one  greatly  satisfied  with  oneself." 

Beglstration  of  American  Trade-Marks  Vrged. 

China  has  only  recently  embarked  upon  the  manufacture  of  prod- 
ucts in  imitation  of  foreign  articles  and  under  imitation  foreign 
labels;  but  undoubtedly  there  will  be  a  vast  increase  in  this  direction 
as  the  3'ears  go  on,  and  it  behooves  American  manufacturers  de  -irous 
of  securing  Far  Eastern  markets  for  tlieir  products  to  be  very  care- 
ful to  see  that  tlioir  trade-marks  are  pi-ojierly  registered,  Apjilica- 
tions  for  registration  can  best  be  made  through  the  United  States 
consulate  genei'al  at  Shanghai  and  with  the  American  Embassy  at 
Tokyo.  The  Chine.se  dealers  and  consumers  place  great  stress  uj)on 
the  trade-mark  or  "  chop,"  hence  the  necessity  for  guarding  against 
imitations  is  greater  in  this  country  than  elsewhere. 


Vice  Consul  H.  G.  Bretherton,  of  Aguascalientes,  reports  that  train 
service  out  of  that  Mexican  city  has  of  late  been  irregular  because  of 
a  lack  of  coal. 
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THE  TEXTILE  INDTTSTBIES  OP  SPAHT. 


[Consul  General  Cart  Bailey  Harst,  Barcelona,  Oct.  19.1 

Statistics  recently  published  by  the  authoritative  Spanish  bureau 
of  Contribucion  Industrinl  y  de  Comercio  for  the  year  1913  shows 
that  there  are  57,439  factories  of  different  kinds  in  the  Peninsula.  Of 
these,  7,350  are  devoted  to  various  branches  of  textile  manufacture, 
2,087  being  clarified  under  wool  industry,  1,520  cotton,  770  hemp  and 
linen,  and  252  silk^  mixtures  of  silk,  linen,  hemp,  jute,  wool,  and  cot- 
ton are  produced  in  334  factories,  while  factories  for  other  textiles 
number  1,238.  There  are  26  lace  and  tulle  factories. 

The  Wool  ItttfvBtry. 

The  wool  industry  has  a  total  of  340,410  spindles,  219,430  of  which 
are  in  the  Province  of  Barcelona  and  of  the  remainder  25,850  are  in 
the  Province  of  Alicante.  There  arc  775  Jacquard  power  looms,  563 
being  in  the  Province  of  Barcelona,  65  in  the  Province  of  Valencia, 
and  36  in  the  Province  of  Alicante.  There  are  4,959  other  power 
looms,  2,418  being  in  the  Province  of  Barcelima,  597  in  the  Province 
of  Gerona,  and  414  in  the  Province  of  Alicante. 

Forty-seven  of  the  137  Jncqiiard  hand  looms  in  operation  are  in 
the  Province  of  Barcelona.  The  1,598  ordinary  shuttle  looms  are 
rather  widely  distributed,  but  the  Provinces  of  Barcelona,  Burgos, 
and  Malaga  have  individually  the  largest  proportion.  There  are  21 
hand  looms  for  the  manufacture  of  Turkish  or  knotted  carpets,  18 
being  in  the  Province  of  Madrid,  2  in  Alicante,  and  1  in  Salamanca. 
In  addition  to  the  foregoing;  there  are  400  fulhng  mills,  383  milling 
machines,  and  466  other  finishing  machines. 

Hemp,  Xljten,  and  Cotton  Mills. 

The  hemp  and  linen  industry  has  34,940  spindles,  205  power  looms 
with  Jacquard  apparatus  for  weaving  all  classes  of  cloth,  1,641  power 
looms  without  Jacquard,  112  Jacquard  hand  looms  for  weaving  fine 
linens  and  damasks,  and  413  ordinary  looms  for  fine  material.  There 
are  986  ordinary  looms  for  weaving  coarse  linen,  sacking,  and  burlaps, 
and  168  looms  for  making  netting.  Eight  factories  produce  rope  and 
twine  of  flax,  hemp,  jute,  and  similar  fibers;  18  factories,  silk  waste 
and  esparto  cordage;  82  factories, flax, hemp,  jute, and  other  cordage; 
and  10  spinning  wheels  for  making  wool  or  hair  yarn  destined  for 
tapestries  or  other  uses.  The  hemp  and  linen  industries  are  centered 
in  the  Province  of  Barcelona,  except  the  ordinary  looms  for  weaving 
coarse  canvas,  sacking,  burlaps,  and  the  like,  which  are  principally 
in  the  Provinces  of  Valencia,  Granada,  and  Cordova. 

In  the  cotton  industry  the  official  statistics  show  that  there  are 
1,252,910  spindles,  2,859  power  looms  with  Jacquards,  39,841  power 
looms  without  Jacquards  for  weaving  cotton  goods  of  all  widths, 
151  Jacquard  hand  looms, 'and  1,026  ordinary  shuttles  for  making 
piece  goods.  There  are  also  2,199  power  looms  and  100  hand  looms 
for  making  cotton  velvets  or  corduroys,  273  tables  for  cutting  filling 
pile  by  hand,  and  180  cloth  rollers.  The  cotton  industry  of  Spain  is 
centered  in  the  Province  of  Barcelona,  where  most  of  the  cotton 
factories  are  situated,  followed  by  Gerona,  Lerida,  and  Tarragona, 
while  some  are  in  Coruna  and  the  Balearic  Islands. 
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silk  and  Mixed  Textiles. 

The  silk  industry  has  13,700  spindles,  337  power  looms,  and  340 
hand  looms  with  Jacquards  for  weaving  figured  silks,  velvets,  and 
damasks,  1,357  power  looms  and  304  hand  looms  without  Jacquards 
for  weaving  plain  silk,  2  power  looms  and  36  hand  looms  with 
Jacquards,  and  11  ordinary  hand  looms  for  weaving  tissues  of  silk 
and  other  material,  such  as  gold  and  silver  for  cliurch  vestments  and 
like  uses.  Most  of  the  silk  spinning  is  done  in  the  Provinces  of, 
Valencia  and  Murcia;  the  majority  of  the  looms  are  in  the  Province 
of  Barcelona. 

Textiles  composed  of  silk,  linen,  hemp,  jute,  wool,  and  cotton  mixed 
are  produced  on  3,765  power  looms  and  hand  looms,  with  and  without 
Jacquards,  chiefly  situated  in  the  Provinces  of  Barcelona  and  Valen- 
cia. There  are  3,150  spindles  for  spinning  yarns  of  agave,  esparto, 
and  other  material  not  specified;  3'28  power  looms  and  hand  looms 
for  weaving  agave  and  esparto,  184  being  in  the  Province  of  Ali- 
cante and  97  in  Gerona.  Fifty-five  hand  looms  are  devoted  to  the 
manufacture  of  fine  mats  of  rush  or  straw,  45  of  which  are  in  the 
Province  of  Alicante.  Looms  to  the  number  of  1,249  produce  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  ribbons,  galloons,  badges,  fringea,  and  borderS;719  be- 
in^  in  the  Province  of  Barcelona  and  303  in  the  Province  of  Valencia. 
Spmdles  numbering  99,430  are  devoted  to  the  making  of  braids 
and  cords,  59,580  feing  in  the  Province  of  Gerona  and  33,990  in 
the  Province  of  Barcelona.  Hand  looms  for  making  passemen- 
terie, totaling  728,  are  found  chiefly  in  the  Province  of  Tarragona. 
There  are  62  looms  for  embroidery,  insertion,  and  edging,  and  384 
for  embroidering  white  goods,  of  which  335  are  in  the  Province  of 
Barcelona.  There  are  17  factories  for  blond-lace  and  other  laces,  45 
power  looms  for  embroidered  tuUes,  imitation  lace  and  embroidery, 
and  plain  tulles. 

BnppIeiaeiitaTy  EttebUshmeitts — Textile  Exports. 

Spain  has  184  printing,  dyeing,  and  bleaching  establishments  for 
all  classes  of  piece  ^oods  and  16  for  dyeing  new  thread  and  yarns 
bought  by  the  proprietor  in  the  crude  state  and  sold  on  his  own  ac- 
count; 123  dye  works  which  dye  goods  for  the  general  public;  204 
dye  works  for  factories  only;  134  plants  for  bleaching  thread  or 
woven  goods. 

The  various  textile  factories  detailed  are  supplemented  by  estab- 
lishments for  finishing,  pressing,  and  dressing  material,  operating 
altogether  934  machines,  738  of  which  are  in  the  Province  of  Bar- 
celona. There  are  253  cording  machines  not  in  connection  with  spin- 
ning factories,  for  utilizing  waste  silk,  cotton,  wool,  hemp,  and  other 
textile  material.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  number  of  spindles 
given  is  the  number  in  use  on  the  day  when  the  inspector  visits  any 
given  factory.  The  number  thus  counted  varies  somewhat  from  the 
actual  number  existing  in  Spain. 

During  the  year  1914  Spain  exported  woolen  blankets  valued  at 
$1,825,186;  woolen  knitted  goods  valued  at  $1,089,590;  woolen  cloth 
valued  at  $1,428,523;  and  other  manufactures  of  wool  valued  at 
$2,008,104.  The  value  of  the  cotton  piece  goods  exported  was 
$4,801,640,  cotton  knitted  goods  $2,718,151,  and  cotton  thread 
$566,546. 


Digitized  by  Google 


878 


OOMHEBOS  BEPOBTB. 


SOtriH  AFBIGAH  TEABE  POB  SEVEN  HOIVTHS  OF  TEAS. 

ICoDBul  Edwin  N.  QuneauloB,  Jobannesbarg,  TJdIod  of  BoQth  Africa,  Sept.  23.1 

The  latest  trade  returns  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  as  shown 
by  the  import  and  other  statistics  compiled  by  the  Department  of 
Customs,  indicate  a  gradual  return  to  normal  conditions  in  this 
country,  despite  the  war.  Owing  to  the  uninterrupted  progress  of 
the  big  gold-mining  industry  on  the  Band  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
Transvaal,  Johannesburg  and  its  surrounding  territory  did  not  ex- 
perience that  diminution  in  trade  volume  suffered  in  some  other  sec- 
tions of  South  Africa,  and  whatever  depression  has  existed,  owing 
to  restricted  imports  and  exports,  now  gives  signs  of  an  early  and 
almost  complete  recovery,  so  far  as  Johannesburg  and  the  Rand  are 
concerned. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Band  (Johannesburg)  Daily  Mail  an  inter- 
esting review  of  the  conditions,  which  are  of  special  interest  to 
American  manufacturers,  was  given.  The  writer  says: 

Practically  all  the  big  firms  which  control  Johannesburg's  immense  (Sistribot- 
ing  bu»iD(»s  placed  heavy  orders  at  the  commeticement  of  the  war  with  British, 
Italian,  and  American  factories.  At  first,  however,  shipping  was  extremely  ir- 
regular, and  production  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  confusion.  ■  A  year  of  war 
has  Heen  the  British  aud  PVench  industries  reorganized  and  those  of  America 
wonderfully  developed.  Supplies  ai-e  now  coming  forward  In  much  better  style 
from  Europe,  while  American  shipping  has  steadily  Increased. 

Ample  Stooks  of  Foodstuffs,  Clothing,  etc. 

To-<lay  there  are  ample  stocks  of  foodstiilTs,  clothing,  boots,  hardware,  and 
general  merchandise  In  town  >  but  as  a  general  rule  prices  have  gone  up.  The 
boot  trade  lias  suffered,  chiefly  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  best  leathers  came 
from  (lermany.  Fully  nine-tenths  of  the  patent  leather  came  from  Germany, 
ami  this  trade  Is  now  being  supplied  largely  by  America,  although  the  Americans 
have  not  reduced  the  process  to  such  n  fine  art  as  the  Germans.  The  price  of 
British  boots  has  Increased  by  about  22i  per  cent,  and  the  price  of  Axnerlcaa 
boots  by  about  17i  per  cent.  The  South  African  factories  are  hetplt^  con- 
siderably In  ttie  supply  of  the  cheaper  lines.  In  comparatively  unimportant 
lines  It  has  been  found  Impossible  to  replace  the  Gorman  manufactures.  Suede 
an<l  lisle  gloves  and  the  spe^^inl  Brussels  and  Luxemburg  manufactures  are  also 
unprocurable.  But  good  British,  French,  Italian,  and  American  substitutes  are 
available,  and  the  actual  volume  of  trade  is  now  almost  normal.  There  will 
be  an  abundance  of  expensive  toys.  Dolls,  for  Instance,  are  at  a  premium,  and 
the  French  dolls  which  will  be  on  the  market  will  be  more  expensive  than  those 
formerly  lmporte<l  from  Germany.  It  is  expected  that  the  Christmas  display 
will  be  every  bit  as  good  as  in  former  years,  but  prices  will  be  higher. 

There  has  been  little  Inconvenience  to  the  hardware  trade,  except  In  the 
cutlery  line  and  In  small  lines  which  catered  to  the  poorer  classes.  The  increase 
In  prices  in  hardware  lines  has  been  scarcely  oppreciable,  although  there  has 
been  a  10  i>er  cent  advance  in  England.  Strangely  enough,  business  has  been 
more  brisk  duriii»^'  the  ]mst  two  months  in  Johannesburg  than  at  any  pffl4od 
during  the  past  two  years. 

Trade  Figrnres  Compared  With  Those  of  Last  Year. 

So  far  as  the  trade  of  tlie  Union  is  concerned,  the  imports  for  July 
and  August  of  the  present  year  surpassed  those  for  the  correspond- 
ing months  of  1914,  which  were  practically  normal.  The  imports 
for  July,  1914,  amounted  in  value  to  $14,647,191,  while  those  for 
July,  1915,  reached  a  total  of  $15,266,618.  The  August  imports  this 
year  amounted  to  $11,847,022,  as  compared  with  $11,509,763  for 
August  of  last  year.  The  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  imports  into 
the  Union  for  tne  first  six  months  of  this  year,  compared  with  last 
yearns  total  for  the  corresponding  period,  amounted  to  $28,538,411. 
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At  the  present  rate  of  recovery,  however,  the  succeeding  six  months 
should  present  a  much  better  showing. 

Among  the  increases  lately  noted  in  imports  arc  those  in  cotton 
manufactures,  drugs  and  chemicals,  wheat,  flour,  and  meal,  lo  itl  er 
and  leather  goods,  oils,  and  woolen  manufactures.  In  all  of  ihese 
products  the  imports  in  July,  1915,  exceeded  those  for  July,  19^-^. 
In  the  matter  of  exports  thei'e  is  also  an  encouraging  increase  of 
late,  but  the  total  value  of  the  exports  as  published  is,  of  course, 
much  smaller  than  last  year,  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  gold  export 
returns  and  the  temporary  restriction  of  the  diamond  and  ostrich- 
feather  trade.  There  have  been  notable  increases  in  the  exports 
of  wool,  much  of  which  now  finds  a  market  in  the  United  States; 
fresh  and  frozen  meats,  oats,  hides  and  skins,  Angora  hair,  tobacco, 
and  several  other  products,  while  the  output  of  gold  is  larger  than 
ever  before. 

The  total  imports  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  the  first 

seven  months  of  1915  amounted  in  value  to  $90,857,555,  compared 
with  $114,863,094  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year. 


During  my  hardware-market  investigations  in  South  America  my 
attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  imported  brushes,  chieOy  of  Con- 
tinental origin,  have  a  large  sale  there.  A  round  paint  or  varnish 
brush  of  German  manufacture,  2  inches  in  diameter  with  3^-inch 
bristles,  is  priced  at  the  equivalent  of  $3.06,  United  States  currency, 
per  dozen,  i.  o.  b.  Hamburg.  A  German  varnish  brush  half  an  incb. 
m  diameter  and  with  2^-inch  bristles  costs  $1.75  per  dozen  at  the  same 
port.  A  horse  brush  of  French  make,  which  has  a  large  sale  in  Chile 
and  Peru,  costs  $1.76  per  dozen,  f.  o.  b.  Havre. 

These  prices  at  Continental  ports,  however,  are  no  indication  of  the 
local  quotations,  for  freight,  duties,  and  other  charges  often  exceed 
the  original  cost  of  the  brushes.  Taking  the  horse  brush  for  illustra- 
tion, the  Hamburg  price  is  less  than  15  cents  each,  but  when  laid 
down  in  Lima,  Peru,  transportation  and  other  expenses  have  in- 
creased the  cost  to  36  cents  each.  As  it  is  understood  that  the  freight 
rates  on  brushes  from  the  United  States  are  much  lower  than  from 
Europe  at  present,  it  may  be  worth  while  for  American  manufac- 
turers to  look  into  the  possibility  of  extending  their  trade  into  the 
southern  republics. 

[Samples  of  the  three  brushes  mentioned  are  on  file  In  the  New  York  olTlce  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  ami  Domestic  Commerce,  where  they  may  be  in.<ipected 
upon  request  Befer  to  Samples  Nos.  206,  207.  and  220  of  file  No.  694.1 


According  to  Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin,  well-informed  business  men 
in  Amsterdam  estimate  that  the  national  wealth  of  the  NetherJanda 
has  increased  a  billion  guldens  ($400,000,000)  since  the  war  begnn-*- 
a  gain  of  about  $60  per  capita  of  the  population.    This  estimate  is 


A  POSSIBLE  UAREET  FOB  BBVSHES. 


[Special  Agent  S.  8.  BrUI.] 


Prosperity  in  Holland. 
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FOBEIOH  TEABE  OFPOBTTTmTIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  braneh 

Oencral  representation^  No.  19411. — A  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  reports  that  a  firm  In  Brazil  desires  to  represent  manufacturers 
or  exporters  wishing  to  extend  their  trade  In  that  country.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English  or  Portuguese. 

Mining  locomotiret,  electric-current  meters,  etc.,  No.  19412. — letter  to  the 
Bureau  states  that  a  business  man  lu  the  Nethwlands  desires  to  be  placed 
in  touch  with  manufacturers  of  mining  locomotives,  electric-current  meters, 
furnaces  for  smeltinK,  hardening,  etc.,  also  furnaces  fired  by  liquid  fuel, 
boiler  and  engine  mountings,  gauges  for  all  puriH>ses,  motor  and  automobile 
accessories,  and  alt  other  articles  needed  In  the  mining  industry,  machine* 
building  mills,  etc. 

Machinery,  No.  19413. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  firm  In  Spain  desires 
to  purchase  machinery  for  making  metal  buttons. 

Toj/e,  rubber  goods,  etc.,  No.  19414. — An  Ajnerlcan  consular  officer  tn  Bradl 
reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  of 
toys,  rubber  goods,  and  pharmaceutical  products  and  chemicals. 

Motor  plows,  No.  19415. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  England 
states  that  a  firm  desires  to  obtain  catalogues,  prices,  and  full  particulars 
of  the  various  makes  of  motor-driven  plows.  The  type  of  plow  required  Is 
a  tight,  self-contained  machine,  having  a  double  plowshare  and  a  mounted 
motor  engine.  The  inquirer  also  desires  particulars  regarding  light  and 
cheap  tractors  suitable  for  drawing  plows  and  other  agricultural  machinery. 

Indelible  pencil*.  No.  19416. — A  company  In  the  United  Kingdom  has  requested 
an  American  consular  officer  to  furnish  names  and  addresses  of  firms  manu- 
facturing Indelible  pencils. 

Hardwood,  No.  19417.— A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  states  that 
a  man  in  Brazil  desires  to  find  a  market  In  the  United  States  for  hardwood. 
It  is  stated  that  manufacturerj  of  pianos,  famlture,  etc.,  might  be  interested. 

Dry  goQdB,  leather  bags,  No.  19418. — ^A  letter  to  the  Bureau  ttova  a  man  In  New 
SCealand  states  that  he  desires  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of  dry 
goods,  novelties,  leather  bags,  and  pocketbooks  for  men  and  women. 

Agricultural  implements,  druggists'  supplies,  etc..  No.  19419. — An  American  con- 
sular officer  reports  that  n  man  in  South  Africa  desires  to  establish  com- 
mercial relations  with  manufucturers  of  ogrlcultural  implements,  druggists' 
supplies,  cheap  and  medium  grade  furniture,  paints,  etc.  Full  particulars 
and  details  arc  desired. 

Mouth  organs,  No.  19420. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  the 
United  Kingdom  states  tlint  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  obtain  quotations 
from  manufacturers  of  harmonicas  or  mouth  organs.  Catalogues  and  price 
lists  with  discount  sheets  are  requested.   Bank  references  given. 

Dental  and  surgical  supplies.  No.  19421. — A  company  in  Ireland  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with 
manufacturers  of  dental  and  surgical  instruments,  such  as  ear,  nose,  and 
throat  Instruments,  dental  supplies,  enameled  Iron  hospital  ware,  sterilizers, 
kidney  dishes,  trays,  surgical  scissors,  hypodermic  syringes,  etc.  Prices 
and  terms  are  requested  Immediateiy. 

Picture  frames  and  moldings,  No.  19422. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South 
Africa  reports  that  a  firm  wislies  to  communicate  with  manufacturing  ex- 
porters of  picture  frames  and  moldings.  Full  details  should  accomjMiny 
the  first  communication,  including  prices,  discounts,  terms,  and.  If  possible, 
cuts  Illustrating  different  frames. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Gastomhonse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  loais,  40S  Third 
Nfttioiial  Bank  Bnlldlcg;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Office  Bnlldlng;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbernia  Bank  Bttitding;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
822  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Covineree; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Gonmeroe. 
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COMUEEGE  WOBKEBS  EXFECTEB  TO  BE  COITBTEOUS. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce  deems  it  a  privilege  to  place  before  the 
officers  and  employees  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  all  over  the 
world,  through  Commerce  Reports,  the  following  admirable  state- 
ment, which  he  commends  to  their  thoughtful  consideration.  It  is 
one  that  has  been  posted  prominently  in  its  stations  by  a  well-known 
railway  company,  whose  commendable  example  will,  it  is  hoped,  find 
many  imitators. 

COURTESY. 
This  railroad  believes  In  courtesy. 

It  expects  its  officers  and  employees  to  be  courteous  In  all  their  dealloRS 
with  passengers,  patrons,  and  one  another.    It  asks  that  they,  In  turn,  be 

treate<l  courteously. 

The  rnilroad  oflicer  and  employee,  above  all  others,  should  bo  courteous, 
because  the  railroad  Is  a  semipublic  institution.  Those  who  patronize  the 
railroad  exjwct  and  should  receive  courteous  and  helpful  treatment. 

Courtesy  Is  catching. 

Be  courteous  always.  Courtesy  makes  the  rough  places  much  easier,  and 
helps  to  smooth  away  life's  little  dllRcultles.  Courtesy  is  a  business  asset,  a 
gain,  and  never  a  loss.  Courtesy  Is  one  mark  of  a  good  railroad  man. 

"  Life  Is  not  so  short  but  there  Is  always  time  for  courtesy."— Emerson. 

In  all  dealings  with  the  public  every  representative  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  is  requested  to  apply  the  above  to  himself. 


SHJFHEKT  OF  TOBACCO  TO  MEITTBAIi  COUHTBIES. 

(Telegram  from  American  Embassy,  London,  Not.  25,  1916.1 

The  Foreign  Office  states  that  the  British  Government  agrees  for 
the  present  not  to  interfere  with  cargoes  of  tobacco  shipped  to  neutral 
consignees  in  neutral  countries,  and  under  these  circumstances 
tobacco  of  all  kinds  destined  for  Holland  need  no  longer  be  consigned 
to  the  Netherlan(Is  Oversea  Trust. 


Digitized  by  Google 


882 


COMMEBCE  BBFOBTS. 


WOKEirS  X1TSLIH  UVDESWEAA  EEPOAT. 

The  following  letter  from  Secretary  of  Commerce  Sedfield  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  been  made  public : 

NonncBEE  20,  191^. 

My  Deab  Mfi.  Pbbsidekt: 

I  beg  resiiectfuily  to  submit  herewith  a  report  on  the  cost  of  protiuetlon  of 
wonion's  muslin  underwear,  being  the  first  of  a  series  of  reports  preparing  by 
the  Burenu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  concerning  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion of  dtlTerent  kinds  of  clothing.  It  has  si>eclal  lntei*est  because  of  the 
agitation  for  a  tariff  commission  based  upon  the  allegecl  necl  of  some  addi- 
tional means  of  information  on  Industries  and  other  matters  that  may  be 
affected  by  customs  duties.  All  necessary  powers  for  obtaining  information 
on  industrial  subjects  of  the  Icind  are  now  by  law  vested  la  tbe  Bureau  of 
Fon^gn  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  work  of  this  charneter  is  continuoosly 
carried  on  by  that  service.  In  connection  with  an  «trller  study  Into  tbe 
pottery  Industry,  Important  factories  in  Great  Britain  and  In  Continental 
Euroi>e  were  thrown  open  to  tbe  ugeuts  of  the  Bureau  and  available  informa- 
tion wus  obtained  and  publlslied. 

The  extent  to  which  Information  respecting  the  cost  of  production  of  manu- 
factures is  determined  and  puljlisbed  depends  on  tbe  appropriations  made 
available  for  that  purpose.  Tbe  bureau  has  a  competent,  trained  staff  and 
can  enlarge  its  operations  as  far  and  as  fast  as  funds  permit. 

Your  attention  is  re^)ectfnily  directed  to  the  fact  that  the  Industry  upon 
which  r^M>rt  Is  now  nuule  suffers  from  the  laclc  of  an  adequate  cost-flnding 
system  to  determine  the  actual  co^t  of  certain  grades  of  production.  Many 
manufacturers  In  this  line  admit  that  the  luck  of  an  accurate  and  uniform 
method  of  cost  finding  is  a  drawback  which  seriously  Interferes  with  tlie  pros- 
perity of  the  Industry. 

Furthermore,  it  will  appear,  as  is  usually  the  case,  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  fixed  cost  of  production,  but  said  cost  is  a  variable  thing,  differing 
in  different  factories,  so  that  calculations  based  upon  it  in  one  establishment 
would  be  sadly  at  fanlt  as  i^ards  another.  Suggestions  are  made  under  the 
headings  of  "  Simplified  Ckmt  Accounting,"  wlilch  It  Is  hoped  may  be  useful  to 
the  industry  in  this  respect. 

May  I  further  note  the  important  statement  In  the  report  that  "  in  this 
branch  of  the  clothing  industry  as  well  as  in  most  other  branches  manufac- 
turers make  bitter  complaints  about  unjustifiable  cancellations  of  orders  and 
return  of  goods."  The  correction  of  these  unfortunate  trade  practices  would 
go  far  to  placing  the  Industry  on  a  more  stable  basis.  Nevertheless,  as  tlie 
chapter  on  capital,  profit,  and  turnover  shows,  tlie  average  manufacturing 
profit  on  the  capita)  employed  in  busing  was  21  per  cent,  and  34  out  of  tlie 
<j5  establishments  studied  had  a  manufacturing  profit  of  more  than  20  per 
cent  on  their  capital. 

The  thanks  of  the  department  are  due  to  the  association  known  as  the  Cotton 
Garment  Manufacturers  of  New  Tork  for  their  kind  co<^ratIon  In  obtaining 
tbe  facts  shown  in  the  report. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

(Signed)         WnuAX  C  Rkofibli^  Secr^ary. 

The  PBEsmENT, 

Ttte  White  Botae. 


KOVEMBES  EZFOETS  FBOK  LOHBON  TO  TTHITED  STATES. 

[Cablesntm  from  American  consulate  general  at  Itondmi,  Nov.  80.] 

The  total  declared  exports  from  London  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing November  were  valued  at  $14,574^67,  against  $11,645,565  for 
October.  The  value  of  the  principal  exports  during  November  was; 
Rubber,  $4,161,539,  compared  with  $3,000,720  for  October;  precious 
stones,  $1,511,390,  against  $1,523,038 ;  furs,  $866,759,  against  $676,756; 
art,  $827,403,  against  $642^48;  wool,  $815,374,  against  $884,648;  tin, 
$719487,  against  $485^98;  and  hides,  $674^9,  against  $725,909. 
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BBITISH  EMBABGO  GHAHOES. 

ITelegram  from  American  Conralate  General,  London,  Nov.  20,  1915.1 

The  exportation  of  cotton  wadding,  cotton  wool,  and  iron  ore  of  all 
descriptions  to  all  destinations  is  now  prohibited. 

The  following  item,  removed  from  the  list  of  prohibitions  to  all 
destinations,  is  added  to  the  list  of  articles  under  prohibition  except 
to  British  possessions:  Articles  used  in  boot  and  shoe  making,  whether 
by  hand  or  machine,  viz,  brass  rivets,  cutlan  studs,  heel -attaching  pins, 
lasting  tacks  or  rivets  (including  iron  shoe  rivets,  steel  bills,  heel 
tips,  heel-tip  nails,  hobnails  of  all  descriptions,  protector  studs,  and 
screwing  wire).  The  following  items  are  added  to  this  class:  Railway 
wagons  and  firearms,  unrifled,  for  sporting  purposes  (formerly  pro- 
hibited to  certain  European  countries),  and  soft  soap.  The  heading 
in  this  list,  Surgical  bandages  and  dressings,  including  butter  cloth," 
is  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  following  words :  Not  including 
cotton  wadding  and  cotton  wool,  already  prohibited  to  all  destina- 
tions.'. 

The  list  of  articles,  exportation  of  which  is  prohibited  to  all  coun- 
tries in  Europe  and  on  the  Mediterranean  and  Black  Seas  except  al- 
lied countries,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  has  been  changed  as  follows: 
The  item  "egg  yolk  and  liquid  and  albumen"  is  added;  ball  clay  is 
added  to  the  it«n  "China  clay;"  all  receptacles  made  of  temeplate 
are  added  to  the  item  "temeplates; "  and  all  receptacles  made  from 
tinplate  are  added  to  the  item  "  tinplate  " ;  cotton  wadding  and  cot- 
ton wool  are  excepted  from  the  embargo  to  which  cotton  manufac- 
tures and  products  are  subject. 


SPAinSH  ORDERS  FOE  AUESICAN  AUTOHOBILi;  TIBES. 

[Conenl  Wtlbnr  T.  Oracer.  Scrille,  Oct  29.] 

As  a  result  of  a  note  published  by  the  Seville  consulate,  in  Spanish 
in  the  Revista  Comerciai,  official  journal  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  this  city,  relative  to  the  sale  of  American-made  automobile 
tires,  a  representative  of  a  local  firm  called  and  was  given  the  address 
of  the  American  manufacturer  who  had  written  to  the  consulate. 

The  manager  of  the  Spanish  firm  states  that  it  has  already  re- 
ceived one  order  from  the  American  manufacturer,  which  has  proved 
satisfactory  in  price  and  quality,  and  has  now  sent  a  second  order 
for  ninety  tires,  and  made  arrangements  with  the  American  manu- 
facturer for  a  continuous  supply  of  outer  casings  of  European  sizes, 
with  regular  monthly  shipments. 

The  firm  states  that  it  expects  to  do  a  large  and  lucrative  business 
in  this  line,  and  is  well  pleased  with  tlie  i-esults  of  the  efforts  of  this 
office. 


EXPERIMEirrS  WITH  HOLLOW  TUDTO. 

Tlie  hollow-tile  floor  slabs  have  been  erected  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Standards,  to  be  tested  to  destruction  at  the  end  of  30  days, 
This  is  a  commercial  test  for  one  of  the  large  manufacturers  of  hol- 
low tile.  For  the  same  manufacturer,  four  hollow-tile  walls  were 
tested  transversely.  They  were  5  feet  long,  10  feet  high,  and  8  inches 
thick. 
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OYSTEB  BESEABCH  IS  BBITISH  COITTMBIA. 

[Vive  ConBol  E.  M.  Newcomb,  Victoria,  B.  C,  Not.  11-1 

To  promote  the  oyster  industry  in  British  Columbia,  the  Provin- 
cial Government,  in  June,  1915,  instituted  research  work  under  the 
direction  of  Joseph  Stafford,  oi  Montreal.  To  facilitate  this  work, 
the  cniiser  Faloma  was  used,  and  the  coast  waters  on  the  mainland 
of  British  Columbia,  from  Vancouver  City  to  Prince  Bupert,  and 
all  the  coast  line  of  Vancouver  Island,  were  explored. 

The  research  party  reports  that  only  one  species  of  native  oyster 
has  been  found  in  the  British  Columbia  waters — Oatrea  lurida,  of 
which  kind  there  are  several  varieties.  Oysters  have  been  reported 
in  some  localities  under  the  mistaken  impression  that  the  shellfidb. 
frequently  called  rock  oyster  (anomia  macrochisma),  and  rock  scal- 
lop (hinnites  giganteus),  were  oysters.  Native  oysters  or  theii*  laiTae 
were  found  in  small  quantities  at  Heriot  Bay,  Malaspina  Inlet,  Cortes 
Island,  Campbell  Island,  Gale  Creek,  Comox,  Deep  Bay,  Nanoose 
Bay,  Departure  Ba^,  Chemainus,  and  Salt  Spring  Island.  Native 
oysters  were  found  in  much  larger  quantities  in  beds  which  *might 
prove  profitable,  at  Blunden  Harbor,  Boundary  Bay,  and  Oyster 
Harbor. 

Eastetn  and  JBi>anesfl  Oysters  Flanted. 

Oyster  Harbor  contains  planted  Eastern  oysters  and  a  few  from 
Japan.  Several  small  companies  are  operating  there.  Eastern  oysters 
have  been  planted  by  the  Dominion  Government  in  small  quantities 
in  many  places,  and  more  recently  oyster  companies  have  planted  car- 
load lots  at  a  time  at  Boundary  Bay,  Oyster  Harbor,  Horseshoe  Bay^ 
and  Esquimau. 

To  ascertain  whether  an  oyster  bed  may  prove  remunerative,  the 
possibility  of  the  extension  of  the  area,  the  accessibility  of  the  beds, 
the  proximity  to  a  continuous  market,  and  the  means  of  transport 
must  be  carefully  considered. 


FIBES  DOORUATS  FOB  COSTA  BIGA. 

[CODBUl  Samuel  T.  Lee,  San  J096,  Oct.  25.] 

American  doormats  of  coconut  fiber  could  probably  be  sold  in  San 
Jose,  and  manufacturers  or  exporters  interested  in  this  trade  should 
quote  best  prices  and  terms  at  once  to  local  dealers.  [Their  names 
may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  oranch  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  68623.]  This  consulate  will 
be  pleased  to  distribute  small  samples  of  mats  to  the  leading  im- 
porters, whose  stocks  are  now  exhausted.  Samples  are  useless  with- 
out prices  and  terms. 


WATEB  SUFFIT  AND  SEWAGE  STSTEHS  FOB  GBECIAK  CITIES. 

[Consnl  General  Alexander  W.  Weadell,  Atbens.] 

In  connection  with  the  plans  for  the  building  of  a  water  supply  and 
sewage  system  for  the  cities  of  Athens  and  Piraeus,  Greece,  the  open- 
ing of  bids  for  which  has  been  postponed  from  time  to  time  during 
the  past  year,  it  is  officially  stated  that  the  bids  will  be  examined  and 
an  award  made  on  January  2,  1916.  [Reports  on  this  subject  ap- 
peared in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Beports  for  Dec  26, 1914,  and 
Commerce  Beports  for  Apr.  24  and  Kot.  10, 1915.] 
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RED  SAIMOIT  PEOPAaATIOK  IN  AT.astta 

Contrary  to  expectations  at  the  beginning  of  the  spawning  season, 
the  Yes  Bay  (Alaska)  hatchery  was  filled  to  capacity  with  eggs  of 
me  red  salmon,  and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  to  transfer  to  the  Af  ognak  hatchery  from  10,000.- 
000  to  16,000,000  eggs  of  that  species,  thus  relieving  the  congested 
condition  at  Yes  Bay  and  at  the  same  time  partially  overcoming  a 
shortage  in  the  take  at  Afognak. 

When  spawning  operations  were  undertaken  at  Yes  Bay  on  Sep- 
tember 2  the  number  of  spawning  salmon  accessible  was  so  small  that 
it  was  feared  the  season^  take  of  eggs  would  be  the  lightest  since 
the  establishment  of  the  statioti  in  1906.  The  red-salmon  work  at  this 
station  has  been  gradually  declining  since  the  fall  of  1912,  and  during 
the  fiscal  year  1915  the  total  egg  collections  amounted  to  only  41,000,- 
000.  The  unfavorable  outlook  at  the  be^nning  of  the  present  season 
was  therefore  regarded  with  some  misgiving,  but  tne  conditions 
chan^d  about  the  middle  of  September  with  the  sudden  entrance  into 
Yes  Bay  of  ripe  fish  in  plentiful  numbers,  and  on  September  28, 
when  collections  were  discontinued  after  27  days  of  continuous  fish- 
ing, there  were  72,000,000  eggs  on  hand  and  an  abundance  of 
unstripped  fish  still  in  the  bag.  For  want  of  hatching  space  these 
fish  were  allowed  to  spawn  naturally. 

HONOiniV  BEVEIOFS  TTSE  OF  MOLASSES  AS  FUEL. 

Additional  facts  regarding  the  use  of  molasses  produced  in  Hawaii, 
as  fuel,  are  furnished  in  a  letter  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  from  a  company  in  Honolulu.  This  letter  says  in 
part: 

Not  only  hns  Improvement  been  made  In  estrnction  of  sngar  from  the  cane, 
but  equal  savings  have  been  effected  in  reducing  the  losses  In  the  factory  from 
other  sources,  such  as  waste  molnsses  and  press  cake.  Until  recently  70  per 
cent  to  80  per  cent  of  the  exliauste<l  molasses  from  the  Hawaiian  factories  was 
thrown  away  as  useless.  Furnaces  are  now  being  installed  which  bum  this 
molasses,  the  heat  going  to  furnish  steam  for  the  factory,  and  the  ash  from  tlie 
molasses,  which  contnins  33.32  per  cent  potash  and  4.^  per  cent  phosphoric 
acid,  ts  used  as  fertilizer.  The  furnace  for  burnti^'  the  molasses  and  recovering 
potash  Is  also  the  invention  of  a  local  engineer. 

[An  article  on  fuel  molasses  from  Hawaii  was  published  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  July  15,  1915,  stating  that  the  product  was  to  be 
shipped  to  the  Pacific  coast,  where  it  would  compete  with  California 
fuel  oil]. 

SOUTHWEST  PASS  IIOHT  VESSEL  LAUITCHEI). 

The  successful  launching  of  LigM  Vessel  No.  lOS,  now  under  con- 
struction for  the  Lighthouse  Service  by  the  Pusey  &  Jones  Co.,  of 
Wilmington,  Del.,  took  place  on  November  27,  1915.  "Wlien  com- 
pleted this  vessel  will  be  stationed  at  Southwest  Pass,  entrance  to 
Mississippi  River,  La.,  and  will  be  an  all-steel  vessel,  about  lOii  feet 
in  length  over  all,  with  a  molded  beam  of  25  feet,  and  a  displacement 
of  about  360  tons  at  a  draft  of  about  11  feet.  Tlie  vessel  will  be 
fitted  with  a  tubular  mast,  with  lantern  for  the  characteristi**  ^ght, 
and  provided  with  internal  combustion  engines^  using  kerosene  as 
fuel  for  the  propelling  machinery  and  for  drivm^  air  compressors 
for  the  fog-signal  apparatus,  pumps,  and  other  auxiliaries. 
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SIAK  COHPAHY  TO  BUHD  ITEW  STEAlCm. 

[Vice  ConsiU  Cnrl  C.  Hanseo,  Bangkok,  8Uun.  Sept  27.] 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Siam  Steam  Navigation  Co, 
(Ltd.),  was  held  in  Bangkok  on  September  16,  1915.  The  chair- 
man annoimced  that  a  contract  had  been  made  with  a  Hongkong  com- 
pany for  the  building  of  two  new  steamers  for  the  coast  service.  The 
ve^ls  would  be  built  to  British  Lloyd's  highest  class,  carry  a  dead- 
weight of  1,000  tons,  and  run  lOJ  knots.  There  would  be  exodlent 
accommodations  for  20  first-class  and  8  second-class  passengers,  wide 
decks,  and  a  very  spacious  saloon.  The  boats  would  be  ntted  with 
electric  lights  and  should  make  a  great  improvement  in  the  com- 
pany's fleet.   They  are  expected  to  oe  ready  in  12  months. 

The  company  now  has  a  fleet  of  5  steamers  for  the  trade  on  the 
west  coast  of  the  Giilf  of  Siam.  These  carry  passengers  and  cargo 
to  and  from  the  more  important  ports  of  the  Malay  Peninsula  and 
Singapore.  The  east  coast  of  the  gulf  is  provided  for  by  2  steamers, 
which  make  weekly  trips  to  the  Siamese  ports  of  Chantaboon  and 
Krat.  All  the  steamers  are  fitted  throughout  with  electric  li^ts 
and  have  good  accommodations  for  first-class  passengers.  TTie 
cargoes  from  Bangkok  consist  mainly  of  rice  and  teakwooa,  the  total 
shipments  amounting  to  1,226,269  tons  of  the  former,  and  46,921  tons 
of  the  latter  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 1915. 


OASomrE  nr  the  fbovikce  of  oittabzo. 

[Consul  Fetti  S.  9.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Canada,  Nor.  15,] 

The  pnoe  of  gasoline  per  gallon  since  August  has  increased  47  per 
cent.  This  is  attributed  to  numerous  causes.  Canada  imports  all 
ber  gasoline  from  the  United  States.  So  keen  is  the  competition  at 
Kingston  that  gasoline  is  retailed  as  low  as  anywhere  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Ontario.  In  various  parts  of  the  Province  there  is  an  ap- 
preciable disparity  in  prices,  up  to  40  per  cent  or  more.  In  the  Cana- 
dian Northwest,  the  prices  are  exceedingly  high;  in  Winnipeg,  for 
instance,  gasoline  retails  at  30  cents  per  gallon.  Owing  to  the  Do- 
minion Government  regulations,  the  quality  of  gasoline  salable  in 
Canada  is  better  than  in  other  countries. 

The  number  of  cars  purchased  during  the  past  year  is  the  largest 
ever  recorded  at  Kingston,  and  motor  boats  have  also  made  a  new 
record.  As  a  result,  there  is  an  increasing  demand  for  American 
gasoline  at  this  port,  and  the  outlook  for  1916  is  encouraging. 

The  importations  of  gasoline  into  Canada  from  the  United  States 
have  been:  In  1910—2.185,341  gallons,  valued  at  $211,608;  1911— 
2,600,099  gallons,  $277,037;  1912—2^10,415  gallons,  $837,647;  1913— 
4,091,173  gallons,  $432,217;  1914^,138,909  gallons,  $618,506. 


DREBGEB  FOR  CHOSEN  ORDERED  IS  THIS  COirKTEY, 

The  representative  of  the  General  Electric  Co.,  for  Japan,  who 
has  been  m  this  country,  has  informed  Commercial  Agent  E.  G.  Bab- 
bitt, at  the  San  Francisco  branch  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  that  he  placed  in  the  United  States  an 
order  approximating  $150,000  for  a  dredger  to  be  used  in  gold  mining 
in  Chosen. 
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A  KEW  TEXTILE  FBOC^  DESCAIBEI)  TS  LEEDS. 

[COQBol  Homer  U.  BylnEtoii.  I^eedB.  England,  Oct.  22.] 

The  following  ^aper  describing  a  new  textile  process  was  read  at 
the  Leeds  University  on  October  20  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Smith,  of  Leeds : 

Before  the  present  wnr  the  lengths  of  the  flhers  of  crossbred  wool  from  the 
muttOD  sheep  of  New  ?lentnnd  were  too  long  and  too  strong  for  their  general  use 
In  woolen  mills.  Only  the  machines  In  the  worsted  trudes  could  treat  them 
advantageously.  Thanks  to  a  new  Invention— Smltli  and  Hall's  patent— the 
longest  and  strongest  wools  are  now  rendered  harmless  and  brought  within  the 
seope  of  all  the  woolen  mills  In  the  world. 

The  said  length  and  strength,  not  only  strained  the  delicate  card  Wire  of  the 
carding  machines,  but  sometimes  tore  the  cards  from  the  cylinders;  in  proof 
whereof,  two  such  accidents  have  occurred  in  the  wool  textile  department  of  the 
University.  Yet,  the  same  wool  which  caused  that  mischief  behaved  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner  after  treatment  by  the  new  Invention,  One  eminent  firm 
sent  a  parcel  of  wool  with  fibers  10  to  14  Inches  in  length — an  Impossible  length 
at  a  woolen  mill.  Yet,  wlien  reduced  to  2i  Inches  It  carded  and  spun  splendidly. 
Several  lots  of  wool  with  fibers  varying  in  length  from  6  to  12  Inches  were  also 
reduced  to  the  length  of  merino  wool,  after  which  excellent  results  were  obtained 
at  the  University,  where  they  were  span. 

This  new  Invention  does  not  displace  any  existing  machinery  or  processes  ot 
manufacture.  It  Is  simply  a  preparation  of  the  wool.  No  matter  how  long  the 
fibers,  they  can  be  reduced  to  any  desired  length,  after  which  they  may  be 
blended  with  other  wool,  rag-wool,  shoddy,  or  cotton.  Woven  fabricR  therefrom 
assumie  the  wool  character  (soft  and  full  in  the  handle)  In  place  of  the  hard  and 
wiry  touch  which  comes  from  the  worsted  processes.  No  waste  Is  made  by  this 
new  process,  which  Improves  the  carding,  spinning,  and  weaving,  besides  increas- 
ing the  output  in  all  three  stages  of  manufacture. 


OPEiriNO  IN  ABABIA  FOB  nTVEY  BUSSES. 

[Vice  Consul  Arthur  O.  WatBon,  Aden,  Arabia,  Oct  22.] 

At  the  present  time  it  is  possible  for  American  automobile  manu- 
facturers to  introduce  the  so-called  "  jitney  "  busses  in  Aden.  Horse- 
drawn  carriages  are  rapidly  being  replaced  and  motor  cars  are  carry- 
ing the  bulk  of  the  passenger  traffic.  The  introduction  of  a  bus 
that  would  carry  several  passengers  at  a  regular  fare  of  12  cents  for 
the  journey  from  Steamer  Point  to  Crater  (about  5  miles)  would 
wrest  the  business  from  the  carriages.  A  bus  operating  with  a  me- 
dium cost  per  gallon  of  gasoline  would  be  desirable,  owing  to  the 
high  price  of  gasoline — ^now  about  36  cents  a  gallon. 

If  catalogues,  prices,  and  discounts  are  sent  to  this  consulate,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  put  them  before  the  proper  paities. 


STOCK  BAISEB5  USTED  IN  BEAZILUir  FUBUGATZOK. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  U.  Gottscbalk.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Oct  29.] 

The  issue  of  the  Diario  Official  (Official  Gazette)  of  October  6, 
1915,  contains,  from  pa^es  10,548  to  10,550,  the  names  of  cattle 
rai^rs  in  Brazil  who  registered  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
during  the  month  of  July,  this  year.  In  addition  to  the  names,  the 
list  also  contains  the  addresses  of  these  stock  raisers  and  the  nimiber 
of  cattle  each  possesses. 

[A  copy  of  this  publication  will  be  loaned  to  Interested  persons  on  application 
to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dom^ic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer 
to  iile  No.  60,2C1.] 
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AingninATg  OOHSUIAB  OITICEBS  OV  lEAVS  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  ofiicers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  tiieir  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nma. 

Foot 

Expire- 
tl<»)  of 
venue. 

AddrtM. 

Bio  PmiId,  Bnsfl.  

>  moy,  CIuiiR.  

Posario,  ArRenttna  

BiwDos  Aires,  Arcen- 
Una. 

Lourenco  Harques, 
Portuguese  East 
AMea. 

Doe.  81 

...do  

Deo.  IS 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Deo.  81 

Pec.  10 
Deo.  81 

7aiL  SI 

DepartmeDt  ot  Statfl,WaBhlDgtQii,D.C. 

Do. 

.Association  ot  the  Bar  of  tbe  Cltr  of 

New  Yort,  Now  York  Cftr. 
003  Ooodrich  .K  vamu.  St.  Paal,  Minn. 
DeparLment  of  Btate.waahlligton,  D.C. 

Lowos,  Del. 

Branca  ofRoe,  Bureau  of  F«o^  and 
DomesUo  CommaiGe,  New  Ynk, 

N.  Y. 

Lotus  Club,  110  West  nftj-wreoth 
BUreet.  New  York  City. 

Boiean  of  Foreign  and  Domestte  Com- 
merce,  Room  400,  Customhouse, 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

■Tbe  tour  of  American  cities  b;  Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  of  SbangbaL  Inclodea 
Bocheater,  New  York,  Detroit,  CfhIcaKo,  Minneapolis.  Seattle,  and  Tacoma,  coocludlns  at 
tbe  latter  place  Dec  10,  1916.  He  wUl  confer  witb  business  men  at  tbese  places  wlio  are 
Interested  In  trade  In  Cblna. 


BISE  nr  PBICE  OF  PAPER  KATEBIAL  IS  SPAIH. 

[Coiisul  Robertson  Honey,  Uadrld,  Oct.  29.] 

The  latest  edition  of  the  Revista  de  Economia  y  Hacienda,  pub- 
lished in  Madrid,  accounts  for  the  recent  rise  in  price  of  paper  (all 
classes)  hj  comparing  1914  prices  per  metric  ton  (2,204.6  pounds)  of 
raw  material  with  those  of  1915.  (British  pound  worth  normallr 
$4.8665): 


1814 

UU 

Hutmat. 

£  f.  i. 

3   18  S 
10  11  3 
8    4  3 

a  «  6 

8  U  8 

J    9.  d. 

4   14  5 
12  IS  0 
9    1  5 
a  14  10 
8  14  0 

Fa  cent. 
30. 40 

ao.M 

10.48 
18.18 
11.S7 

KABACAIBO'8  COFFEE  EXFOBTS  FOB  OCIOBEB. 

[Consul  a.  K.  Donald,  Manwatbo,  Yenecoela,  Not.  4.] 

Exports  of  coffee  from  Maracaibo  during  October,  1915,  were: 
For  New  York,  34,055  bags;  for  Genoa,  1,808  bags;  for  Amsterdam, 
12,379  bags;  for  Marseille,  1,000  bags;  total,  49,242  bags,  compared 
with  34,995  bags  for  October,  1914. 

The  average  October  expoits  for  the  last  10  years  were  39,317  bags. 
The  total  receipts  from  January  1  to  October  31, 1915,  were  545,516 
ba^  weighing  62,581,750  pounds,  compared  with  474,255  bags, 
veigning  53,507,400  pounds,  in  the  corresponding  months  last  year. 
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WOOD-PUli  IKBTTSTEY  OF  TASKilllA. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  Tasmanian  GoTemment  has  been  con- 
sidering the  development  of  a  wood-pulp  and  paper  industry  to 
take  advantage  of  its  forest  and  water-power  resources  and  to  supply 
the  Australian  market.  Several  resident  and  English  engineers  and 
analysts  had  reported  rather  favorably  on  the  prospects  and  certain 
State-aided,  as  well  as  Government-owned,  plants  were  lately  in 
course  of  promotion.  Before  appropriating  large  sums  of  money 
and  alienating  public  lands  for  these  projects,  the  more  conserva- 
tive members  of  the  Government  suggested  that  an  independent 
investigation  be  made,  and  Mr.  Henry  E.  Surface,  of  the  United 
States  Forest  Service,  was  invited  to  Tasmania  for  this  purpose. 
The  results  of  his  investigations  are  thus  discussed  by  the  Launce- 
ston  Weekly  Courier: 

A  great  deal  of  optimism  has  been  dissipated  by  tbe  report  of  Mr.  Henry  B. 
Surface,  consulting  engiueer  In  forest  products,  Madtson,  Wis.  (U.  S.  A.),  on 
the  possibilities  of  converting  Tasmanian  forest  timbers  Into  pulp  for  pai>er 
mating.  The  point  of  the  expert's  decision  is  that  It  is  not  a  practicable 
scheme;  In  fact,  our  woods  are  not  as  suitable  as  some  of  our  nonexpert 
enthusiasts  have  been  proclaiming.  Mr.  Surface  examined  myrtle  (or  beech), 
swamp  gum,  blue  gum,  and  stringy  bark,  but  found  that  their  manufacture 
into  pulp  for  sale  would  not  be  a  feasible  enterprise  from  the  profit  standpoint 
under  the  present  or  even  under  normal  conditions.  While  the  manufacture 
of  the  woods  into  pulp  and  then  into  paper  could  yield  a  profit  under  very 
favorable  conditions,  yet,  he  stated,  he  could  not  consider  It  a  sound  Industrial 
venture  and  surely  not  an  attractive  one. 

The  main  difficulty  lies  in  the  woods  themselves.  Their  hardness,  natural 
color,  and  comparatively  short  fiber  confine  their  possible  use  to  only  one 
class  of  pulp,  "  soda  pulp."  with  a  limited  usefulness  for  paper  making  in 
general.  The  comparatively  small  yield  of  paper-making  fibers  that  might  be 
obtained  from  these  woods  means  a  comparatively  high  cost  of  manufacture. 
The  report  unfortunately  is  distinctly  against  the  venture.  At  this  there  will 
be  a  general  disappointment.  All  the  high  hopes  that  have  been  built  up 
concerning  a  vast  wood-pulp  industry  in  this  State  will  now  be  laid  aside, 
as  this  expert  report  may  be  said  to  have  obliterated  the  prospect  of  any 
enterprise  in  this  direction.  The  small  samples  of  good  paper  that  have  been 
made  from  our  woods  were  like  the  gold  in  some  of  our  mines;  the  gold  la 
there,  but  it  does  not  pay  to  take  it  out 

In  certain  world  markets  Tasmanian  timbers  are  much  prized  for 
9tractaral  and  ornamental  work. 


BEI^FAST  SEEKS  NEW  SOXTBGE  OF  TOILET  ABTIGLES. 

[Consul  BoDter  Sharp,  Belfast,  Ireland,  Oct  29.] 

There  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers  of 
toilet  articles  to  extend  their  trade  in  this  city.  When  the  European 
supply  of  various  ^oods  in  this  line  was  cut  od,  Japanese  manufactur- 
ers obtained  a  portion  of  the  trade  here. 

Ix>cal  merchants  state  that  there  is  a  good  opening  here  at  the 
present  time  for  hair-dressing  brushes,  shoe  brushes,  whisk  brooms, 
shaving  brushes,  nailbrushes,  toothbrushes,  hat  brumes,  dressing 
combs,  nair  curlers,  razors,  and  razor  strops. 

[Ltets  of  wholesale  druggists  in  Belfast  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Dom^ic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  68,d61.] 
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ICommerdal  Attaclitf  T.  L.  Bavcns,  Santiago,  Oct.  18.] 

Completion  of  Port  at  San  Antonio. 

In  a  report  appearing  in  the  Diario  Oficial  for  October  11,  it  is 
stated  that  the  port  of  San  Antonio,  110  kilometers  (68  miles)  from 
Santiago,  is  so  far  completed  that  coal  can  now  be  unloaded  at  the 
rate  of  500  tons  a  day.  Coal  for  the  State  Railways  will  be  unloaded 
there  starting  during  October. 

Ballway  Constrnctlon. 

The  Aguas  Blancas  Railway  Co.  has  secured  permission  to  build 
a  branch  line  about  30  miles  long  with  a  30-inch  gauge,  from  kilo- 
meter 35.5  of  the  existing  line  to  the  nitrate  fields  called  Escapada 
de  los  Linces.   The  manager  is  H.  W.  Robinson,  of  Antofagasta. 

William  Braden  has  acquired  the  right  to  build  a  railway,  either 
steam  or  electric,  between  the  mine  Potrerillos  (Department  of 
Chanaral)  and  the  State  Railway  near  Pueblo  Hundido.  The  gauge 
is  to  be  1  meter  (3.28  feet)  and  the  line  approximately  110  Idlometers 
in  length.  The  address  of  William  Braden  is  Oalle  Teatinos  entre 
Catedral  y  Companfa,  Santiagp,  Chile. 

new  Companies  Organized. 

The  Arica  Agencies  Co.  has  been  organized,  with  headquarters  in 
Arica,  to  act  as  agents  and  representatives.  It  is  capitalized  at 
$48,665.  Jorje  E.  Zalles,  Arica,  is  a  director. 

Several  new  insurance  companies,  to  insure  against  fire,  marine, 
and  other  risks,  have  lately  been  organized  in  Chile,  among  them  La 
Oceana  and  La  Pacific©,  each  capitalized  at  $166,000  and  each  with 
headquarters  in  Valparaiso.  Alfredo  Gomez,  of  Iquique,  is  a  di- 
rector in  both  companies.  At  Antofugasta  a  company  has  been  or- 
ganized v.ith  a  like  capital  to  handle  the  same  lines  of  insurance; 
Ircano  Devoti,  of  Antoiagasta,  is  a  member  of  its  bpard  of  directors. 

A  nitrate  company  has  been  organized,  called  Companfa  Salitrera 
Perseverancia  de  Antofagasta,  with  a  capital  of  about  $466,000  and 
headquarters  in  Santiago.  The  company  may  be  addressed  at  San- 
tiago.   Carlos  ¥.  de  Castro  is  a  director. 

Chilean  Ihrodnotion  of  Nitrate. 

Official  figures  of  Chile's  production  of  nitrate  during  the  first 
three  months  (July-September)  of  the  current  nitrate  year  place 
the  output  at  9,857,282  Spanish  quintals  (of  101.4  pounds),  as  com- 
pared with  13,408,094  quintals  and  15,154,614  quintals  in  the  corre- 
sponding periods  of  1914-15  and  1913-14,  respectively.  Exports  for 
the  quarter  totaled  13,720,479  quintals  (against  7,876,625  and  11,980,- 
815  quintals),  6,244,625  quintals  of  which  went  to  Europe  and  Egypt 
(against  4,379,768  and  8,615,977  quintals  in  the  corresponding  three 
months  of  the  two  preceding  nitrate  years,  respectively),  6,185,5^ 
to  the  east  coast  of  the  United  States  (against  2,868,328  and  2,557,- 
808  quintals),  and  485,947  quintals  to  the  west  coast  of  the  United 
States  (against  238,700  and  242,880  quintals). 


■I 
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TEABE-EXTEKSION  WOBE  IN  SICILT. 

(Ctmnil  Joseph  BraeraiHi  Haven,  Catanlft.  Italy.l 

Although  I  had  placed  advertisements  in  the  leading  newspapers 
of  the  Catania  district  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  were 
to  be  found  on  file  in  this  consulate  catalogues  illustrating  American 
lines  of  manufactures,  the  few  inquiries  and  visits  resulting  con- 
vinced me  that  this  form  of  publicity  would  be  of  small  aid  in  ad- 
vancing American  interests.  I  therefore  determined  to  work  on 
individual  rather  than  on  ^neral  lines,  in  visiting  firms  with  cata- 
logues and  going  into  details  in  a  nuinner  not  possible  in  ordinary 
correspondence. 

In  c<mnection  with  this  movem«it,  I  instituted  a  practice  of  mak- 
ing one  trip  a  month  to  Messina,  at  present  the  second  city  of  the 
district,  but  destined  to  again  be  first — if  not  the  Inrgest  city  in  all 
Sicily — when  the  work  of  reconstruction  is  completed.  (It  will  be 
remembered  that  Messina,  together  with  the  city  of  Beggio  on  the 
Italian  mainland,  was  c<»npTetely  destroyed  by  an  earthquake  in 
1908.)  There  is  a  steady  demand  in  that  section  for  s^ctural 
material  such  as  iron  and  steel,  cement,  afid  lumber.  WiUi  the  out- 
break of  hostilities,  European  sources  of  supply  were  either  much 
restricted  or  closed  completely  and  an  exceptional  opportunity  has 
been  presented  to  American  firms  to  enter  the  local  market 
A  Trade  OpenlnK  That  Was  Lost 

This  office  reported  on  a  local  firm  which  was  desirous  of  ending 
all  connections  with  the  Continental  houses  previously  representea 
and  taking  up  the  Sicilian  representation  for  electric  supplies  of  an 
American  company.  Correspondence  was  begun  with  a  concern  in 
the  United  States  and  a  reply  was  received  from  the  New  York  office 
that  no  Sicilian  general  agency  would  be  given  out  by  the  company. 
Within  a  week  a  second  letter  was  received,  but  this  time  from  the 
Chicago  office  of  the  same  concern,  stating  that  the  Sicilian  general 
agency  had  bpen  given  to  a  firm  in  another  city  in  Sicily,  through 
which  all  orders  should  be  placed.  Needless  to  say  the  cash  order 
that  had  been  prepared  by  the  Catania  firm  will  not  be  placed. 
While  an  isolated  case  is  a  small  matter  in  ^neral  bu^ness,  yet  tho 
impleasant  impression  created  must  necessarily  work  against  Ameri- 
can trade  development. 

Contrary  to  the  above  and  as  a  direct  result  of  a  trade  opportunity, 
American  shooks  are  again  being  imported  into  this  district,  the  ship- 
ments being  highly  satisfactory  in  every  particular. 
C.  I.  P.  Qnotatloas  Wanted. 

A  feature  of  export  business  which  American  firnis  often  neglect 
is  the  quotation  of  prices  c.  i.  f.  European  ports.  This  form  of  quota- 
tion is  made  by  all  foreign  firms  and  it  should  be  no  very  difficult 
matter  for  American  firms  with  their  excellent  facilities  to  adopt  the 
same  system.  Local  importers  ask  for  c.  i.  f.  quotations  in  order  not 
only  to  make  comparisons  with  the  prices  established  by  competitors 
but  also  to  form  an  estimate  as  to  the  possibilities  of  handhng  the 
goods  with  profit  locally.  Quotations  f.  o.  b.  cars  in  some  inland  city 
of  the  United  States  are  useless,  as  small  importers  can  not  determine 
American  railroad  freights,  cartage,  dock  expenses,  insurance,  etc.. 
and  then  arrive  at  the  landed  cost  of  the  merchandise,  nor  will  they  go 
to  ^e  trouble  when  they  can  obtain  the  c  i.  f .  quotations  they  desire 
from  any  European  manufacturer. 
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BBAZIL'S  FIBERS  FOB  COHUEBCIAI  USES. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  Li.  U.  Gottscbolk.  Bio  de  Janeiro.  BnuU.  Oct  22.] 

For  a  long  time  past,  but  particularly  ranee  the  conditions  in 
Mexico  have  practically  closed  that  country  to  manufacturers  in  the 
United  Stat^  as  a  source  of  supply  for  certain  textile  fibers,  Ameri- 
can importers  have  been  interest^  in  the  possibility  of  obtaining' 
this  class  of  products  from  the  Latin -American  countries.  It  is,  ot 
course,  to  be  believed  that  for  certain  purposes  the  manila  fiber 
{Musa  textilis)  of  the  Philippines  and  the  Agave  aiscUana  of  Mexico 
will  not  readily  be  replaced  from  other  sources  for  many  of  the  in- 
dustries in  which  they  are  used,  particularly  in  the  making  of  ship's 
hawsers  and  cables,  but  there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  the  great 
tropical  and  subtropical  belt  of  South  America  should  not  furnish 
sumcient  fiber  for  the  twine  used  in  the  agricultural  machine  known 
to  farmers  as  a  *'  binder,"  or  for  many  other  industrial  purposes. 

Brazil,  among  its  wealth  of  tropical  products  throughout  its  great 
territory,  counts  a  large  number  of  useful  fiber  plants.  These  arc 
used  locally,  in  the  interior,  to  furnish  practically  all  the  rope  and 
twine  needed.  The  State  ojf  Espirito  Santo  alone,  at  its  exposition 
in  1908,  showed  18  varieties  of  fibers  used  for  twine  and  cordage,  and 
12  used  for  sacking  and  other  textiles. 

An  equally  good,  if  not  better,  showing  is  made  by  the  State  of  Kio 
de  Janeiro,  according  to  the  list  prepared  during  an  investigation 
of  the  resources  of  that  State.  In  fact,  not  only  these  States  but  the 
entire  Republic  of  Brazil  seems  to  produce  fibers  of  commercial  use-, 
fulness. 

ITiiIlinited  Quantities  In  State  of  Espirito  Santo. 

The  consular  agent  at  Victoria  says  of  fiber  production:  "There 
are  in  the  State  of  Espirito  Santo  unlimited  quantities  of  various  fiber 
plants,  all  of  which  are  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  rope,  twine, 
cord,  bagging,  etc.  They  grow  wild  everywhere,  in  forests,  on  moun- 
tains, and  in  dry  sandy  and  stony  places.  Till  now  nobody  seems 
to  have  taken  any  interest  in  a  fiber  indu^xy,  although  I  believe  it 
would  give  excellent  results. 

"  As  to  the  idea  of  a  partnership  between  landowners  and  American 
suppliers  of  machinery,  there  should  be  no  difficulty  whatever;  but 
it  would  be  quite  indispensable  that  the  American  suppliers  not  only 
furnish  the  machinery,  but  also  send  out  from  the  United  States  a 
few  competent  men  who  thoroughly  understand  the  machinery  and 
are  well  mformed  as  to  the  manufacturing  processes." 

Situation  In  State  of  SSo  Paolo. 

Consul  Maddin  Summers  at  Sao  Paulo  reported  that  in  the  State 
of  Sao  Paulo  there  were  numerous  excellent  species  of  textile  fibers, 
giving  material  for  various  uses.  At  present,  the  cultivation  is  not 
extensive,  because  it  does  not  give  satisfactory  returns  to  planters, 
who  prefer  to  devote  their  time  to  more  profitable  industry. 

Consul  Arminius  T.  Haeberle,  at  Femambuco,  reports  as  follows: 
"  No  fibers  are  obtainable  in  commercial  quantities.  This  consulate 
has  also  been  informed  that  landowners  (there  are  no  growers  of 
fiber)  would  not  care  to  grow  fibers,  as  they  devote  all  their  attention 
to  raising  cotton  and  sugar,  which  yield  large  and  sure  returns. 
Furthermore,  the  labor  conditions  are  considered  unfavorable.  How- 
ever, I  am  continuing  to  hear  the  opinions  of  other  landowners,  hop-j 
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ing  that  this  consulate  may  succeed  in  finding  one  or  more  who  would 
be  willing  to  enter  into  partnership  with  iV^erican  shippers  of  ma- 
chinery. The  landowners  seem  to  be  afraid  of  American  markets, 
saying  they  may  get  a  fair  price  to-day  and  a  low  price  to-morrow. 
But,  as  I  understand  it,  a  partnership  would  guarantee  a  market  for 
them. 

"  This  consulate  has  studied  the  possibility  of  finding  suitable  fiber. 
There  are  one  or  two  rope  factories,  and  one  manufacturing  bagging. 
These  import  the  raw  material,  but  there  is  one  factory  in  the  interior 
of  the  State  that  makes  rope  on  a  small  scale  from  the  '  coroa '  plant, 
producing  a  very  strong  fiber.  The  '  gravata '  plant  produces  a  fiber 
suitable  for  jute  saclra.  This  plant  can  be  easily  cultivated,  and  is 
also  used  to  make  gravata  lace.  The  *imbiriba'  produces  a  fiber, 
not  very  strong,  but  very  soft,  and  therefore  used  to  tie  pai-ts  of  scaf- 
folding together. 

Coaeessioii  Granted  for  EzpoTtatlon  of  Cooonut  Products. 

*'  The  coconut  fiber  has  been  suggested  for  heavy  ropes,  but  I  am 
informed  tJiis  is  too  expensive.  Coconuts,  although  i^uite  plentiful, 
are  not  cultivated.  One  man  is  said  to  have  a  concession  ior  the  ex- 
portation of  coconuts  and  coconut  products  in  this  and  other  States." 

Consul  Robert  Frazer,  jr.,  at  Bahia,  sends  the  following  special 
report  on  the  subject  of  fibers  in  his  district : 

"  The  only  fibers  found,  or  at  least  of  which  any  use  is  made  here, 
are  piassava  and  coroa.  There  are  almost  certainly  no  landowners  or 
growers  of  the  palm  in  this  district  who  would  be  likely  to  enter  into 
a  partnership  with  American  suppliers  of  machinery.  The  tree  is 
not  cultivated  or  ^rown  in  plantations,  but  its  products  are  gathered 
in  the  forests  by  individuals,  and  collected  from  them  by  middlemen 
in  the  small  towns  in  the  interior." 

In  the  course  of  an  investigation  of  the  fiber  question  in  Brazil, 
my  attention  was  called  to  possibilities  in  the  Northern  States  of  the 
Republic,  notably  that  of  Ceara,  which  is  at  present  devastated  by 
drought,  but  in  whose  very  dry  climate  numerous  fiber  plants  flour- 
ish when  other  vegetation  dies. 

Brazifs  exports  of  vegetable  fibers  for  the  past  five  years,  have 
been  small  for  a  country  which  manufactures  its  own  rope  and  cord, 
matting  and  hats,  etc.,  in  such  large  quantities,  in  the  provincial 
districts,  and  which  has  the  fiber  plants  growing  wild  over  vast 
regions  of  the  interior. 

[Detailed  descriptions  of  the  various  fibers  to  be  found  in  the  several  States 
of  Brazil  are  Riven  in  a  more  extender]  article  which  nil!  be  loaned  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Burean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  ofUces. 
Refer  to  file  No.  09065.  Samples  also  have  l>een  received  from  Brazil,  and 
wUI  l>e  loaned  by  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  ofiices  under  the  same  file  number.  A 
previous  article  on  piassava  fiber  from  the  American  consul  at  Balila  was  printed 
In  CoMMKBCE  ItKPOKTN  for  Sopt.  11.  1915.  Keference  was  also  made  In  that 
article  to  a  former  report  from  the  same  district  In  Daily  Consular  and  Ti-ade 
Reports  for  Apr.  7, 1909.] 

[Cablegram  from  Consol  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottrchalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro.] 
American  Decorticating  Hachlnes  for  Tests  Desired. 

Journalistic  interest  in  rope  and  twine  fiber  questions  has  been 
aroused  here.  Officials  are  asking  what  our  consumption  is  and  on 
what  terms  we  could  furnish  decorticating  machines.  Free  samples 
of  the  best  American  machinery  for  official  tests  are  desired  hen»  A 
pensonal  request  has  been  made  by  the'&Haister  of  Agriculture 
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AMERICAN  OPPOBTmriTY  IK  OBEEK  RAILWAY  WORE. 

[CoDBQl  General  Alexander  W.  Wedilell,  Athens,  Greece,  Oct  7.] 

The  area  of  old  and  new  Greece  today  is  approximately  44,700 
square  miles,  or  slightly  larger  than  the  State  of  Virginia,-  with  a 

population  of  about  5,000,000.  The  broken  character  of  the  countij, 
its  deeply  indented  coastline,  inducing  its  inhabitants  to  engage  m 
seafaring  pursuits,  and  the  fact  that  for  many  centuries  the  country 
has  had  poor  conmiunication  with  the  rest  of  Europe,  have  caused 
the  construction  of  railways  to  be  pursued  but  slowly. 

The  earliest  construction  took  place  in  1869,  and  after  nearly  a 
half  century  there  are  in  operation  to-day  only  about  1,367  miles  of 
single-track  line,  ranging  from  0.60  to  1.44  met^  in  width.  Of  this 
mileage  about  70  per  cent  lies  in  old  Greece,  and  the  remainder  was 
acquired  as  a  result  of  the  war  with  Turkey.  The  need  of  additional 
railway  lines  is  realized  by  the  Government,  and  there  are  under  con- 
sideration to-day  plans  for  the  construction  of  main  and  branch  lines 
totaling  603  miles.  The  Jimction  Line,  66  miles  long,  is  slowly  ap- 
proachmg  completion. 

To  Furnish  Connecting  Line  with  Annexed  Provinees. 

The  traveler  from  old  Greece  must  in  normal  times  go  to  Saloniki 
if  he  wishes  to  continue  his  voyage  by  rail ;  otherwise  his  only  recourse 
is  to  take  ship  at  Pirasus,  Putras,  or  some  other  port.  The  Junction 
Line  is  intended  to  do  away  with  this  situation.  It  will  furnish  at 
once  a  connecting  line  between  old  Greece  and  her  lately  acquired 
Provinces,  witli  untold  possibilities  in  the  way  of  economic  develop- 
ment of  the  two  sections,  as  well  as  a  gateway  through  Servia  to  the 
rest  of  Europe.  The  outbreak  of  war  has  done  much  to  retard  the 
work,  while  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  material  has  necessitated  large 
increases  in  the  appropriations  for  the  line. 

The  new  railway  passes  near  the  seasliore,  and  at  Platy  effects  a 
junction  with  the  Monastir  Railway,  distant  from  Saloniki  about  22 
miles.  Passengers  from  Athens  to  Saloniki  will  make  the  trip  in  12 
hours,  as  compared  with  26  to  40  hours  by  boat,  or  by  train  to  Chalcis 
and  thence  by  steamer.  Through  cars  to  Servia  and  to  the  rest  of 
Europe  will  not  enter  Saloniki,  but  will  be  diverted  and,  over  a  short 
connecting  line  of  2  miles,  run  onto  the  main  line  from  Saloniki 
to  Belgrade. 

Rails,  Ties,  and  LocomotlTes  Bonirht  in  United  States. 

Stations,  warehouses,  and  water  tauks  for  the  new  line  have  been 
completed ;  station  houses  in  marshy  districts  are  screoied,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  drain  the  smaller  marshes.  Kails  and  ties  for  this  line,  as 
well  as  20  locomotives  for  the  Saloniki-Athens  service,  were  pur- 
chased in  the  United  States.  The  engines  are  now  being  set  up  at 
Pireeus  by  American  engineers.  In  order  to  bear  the  weight  of  tnese 
great  tractors,  many  improvements  in  the  roadbed  of  the  entire  line, 
beginning  at  Pir«!us,  must  be  made,  and  these  improvements  have 
been  placed  at  $1,500,000.  Apart  from  this  expenditure,  the  entire 
cost  of  building  and  equipping  the  new  59-mile  link  is  estimated  at 
$2,500,000,  or  about  $42,000  per  mile. 

As  soon  as  the  line  is  ready  for  operation,  two  trains  with  din- 
ing and  sleeping  cars  will  be  run  each  day.  Under  normal^  cocidiT 
tions  the  trip  to  Vienna  will  be  made  in  40  hours  and  to  Paris  in  70 
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hours.  With  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  line  a  reduction  in 
these  hours  may  be  anticipated.  But  even  on  the  basis  set  forth  the 
saving  to  the  traveler  from  Athens  to  Paris  or  London  will  be 
about  40  hours.  In  connection  with  the  work  necessary  to  be  done 
to  place  the  line  in  a  position  to  carry  the  new  heavy  engines  bought 
in  the  United  States,  a  memorandum  contributed  by  an  engineer  who 
is  familiar  with  conditions  says: 

Offers  Oood  Opportrinity  for  Brl^  Bnllders. 

.  There  seems  to  lie  a  first-class  opportuulty  for  a  i-esponslble  firm  of  bridge 
builders  to  take  up  with  the  Greek  Government  the  matter  of  the  renewal  of 
mony  of  the  bridges  now  In  service  on  the  main  line.  Ina^uch  as  the  pres- 
ent Hue  was  (lesignetl  and  equipi)ed  for  a  two-axle  loadinji  of  12  metric  tons 
each,  and  no  changes  have  been  made  in  tiie  brid};es  since  their  original  lastnl- 
Uitiou,  the  moment  seems  propitious  to  make  an  attempt  to  secure  the  busi- 
ness. Tiie  new  American  locomotives  have  four  driving  wheels  each,  witli  a 
maximum  load  per  axle  of  15  metric  tons;  it  is  understood  that  until  these 
bridges  and  the  roadl>ed  are  strengthened,  it  will  not  t>e  possible  to  maV:e  use 
of  these  locomotives. 

Tiie  new  line  Ijeing  a  part  of  the  throujili  Piraeus-Paris  route,  tt  must  i>e 
made  to  conform  sooner  or  later  to  the  standards  of  the  international  system, 
Very  many  of  the  bridges  now  in  service  were  designed  before  the  general 
Introduction  of  steel  structures,  and  tliey  ore  therefore  far  below  present 
standards.  The  present  situation  renders  It  impossible  for  European  firms 
to  undertake  this  work,  while  tiie  ability  of  American  firms  to  offer  quick  de- 
livery and  insure  rapid  installation  make  their  chances  of  success  in  com- 
peting for  this  business  very  favorable. 

With  regard  to  the  new  lines  to  be  built,  the  far  greater  portion 

will  be  in  the  new  Provinces,  the  network  of  railways  in  old  Greece 
being  practically  completed.  During  the  Turkish  occupation,  no 
railways  were  constructed  in  either  Crete  or  Epirus.  On  the  island 
of  Crete,  05  miles  of  line  are  contemplated,  tapping  the  richest  plains 
of  the  country  and  uniting  the  principal  towns.  The  line  projected 
in  Epirus,  running  from  Santa  Quaranta  to  Kalambaka,  will  not 
alone  unite  these  two  points,  but,  passing  through  Jannina,  will 
form  a  highway  across  the  Pindus  Mountains,  between  the  Adriatic 
and  the  Aegean  seas.  The  cost  of  this  line,  the  length  of  which  will 
be  about  130  miles,  will  be  very  great,  and  for  tliis  reason  its  early 
construction  is  not  expected. 


Statistics  of  Rubber  Trade  Association  of  London. 

The  monthly  statistics  of  the  Rubber  Trade  Association  of  Lon- 
don, for  the  6  months,  April- September,  1915,  have  been  forwarded 
by  Vice  Consul  Richard  Westacott,  at  London.  The  tables  give 
figures  of  imports  and  exports  of  all  kinds  of  rubber,  by  countries, 
for  each  of  these  months.  They  will  be  loaned  to  interested  persons 
on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cominer(» 
or  ite  branch  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  6S^05. 


Braiudi  Officet  of  tiie  Bureau  of  Foreigii  and  Domettio  Commeroe. 

New  Tork,  Aoom  409  TTalted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  004  Federal  Baildlag;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Hatioaal  Bank  Bnllding;  Atlanta,  S2t  Post  Ofllee  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbemla  Bank  Bnlldli^;  San  Tranoiseo,  SOS  ITnlted  States  Cnttomhonse;  Seattle, 
SSa  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branch  offloes:  Clerelaad,  Cbamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Iios  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Cuuuree; 
Detroit^  Board  of  Cnnnerce;  VhUadelphla,  Okamber  of  Oommene. 
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FOKEiaN  TRADE  OFFOBTUHITUUS. 

[Where  addresKfl  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  tiie  B«rea«  or  Its  bnuA 

omeeM.] 

Shears  and  scissors,  Ko,  19423. — Au  American  consnlar  officer  In  South  Africa 
reports  that  a  firm  in  Ills  <11strict  desires  to  receive  prices,  discounts,  terms, 
and  catalogues  from  American  maoufacturerg  and  exporters  of  shears  and 
scissors. 

Sugar,  No.  19424. — ^The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  an  American  consular  officer 
In  Greece  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  by 
cable  on  A-1  white,  granulated,  coarse,  fine,  and  cube  or  domino  sugar,  in 
bags  of  50  and  100  kilos.  In  quantities  of  from  100  to  500  tons.  Payments 
win  be  made  In  New  Tork.  Quotations  should  be  c.  1.  f.  destination  and 
include  1}  per  cent  commission  for  the  firm.  Correspondence  may  be 
In  English. 

Dried  fruits,  No.  19425. — An  American  consular  ofBcer  In  Norway  writes  that 
a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  prices  from  American  exporters 
of  dried  fruits,  such  as  apricots,  peaches,  apples,  and  prunes.  Gorrefqimnd- 
ence  may  be  in  Kogllsli. 

P^ture-frame  moldings,  No.  19426. — An  American  consnlar  officer  In  the 
United  Kingdom  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  picture-frame  moldings. 

Casein  or  lactarme.  No.  19427. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  an  American  con- 
sular officer  In  China  that  there  Is  n  possibility  of  manufacturing  casein  or 
lactarene  In  his  district.  The  prospective  manufacturers  wish  Information 
regarding  prices,  speclflcatlcps  of  purity  demanded,  and  annual  quantity 
consumed. 

Dry  goods,  shirtings,  hosiery,  etc..  No.  19428. — A  South  American  who  has  been 
making  his  headquarters  In  New  York  for  some  time  ts  anxious  to  represent 
American  firms  in  Bolivia  and  Argentina.  He  Is  interested  In  dry  goods, 
cotton  shirtings,  linens,  hosiery,  and  similar  lines. 

Mining  machinery,  etc..  No.  19429. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Far  East 
reports  that  a  development  company,  which  holds  a  mining  concession,  lias 
decided  to  purcliuse  American  equipment  for  the  operation  of  a  large  copper 
mine.  The  equipment  will  consist  of  a  smelter  and  a  small  iwwer  plant 
The  engineers  who  are  In  charge  of  the  matter  ore  scheduled  to  arrive  la 
the  United  States  December  27,  1915. 

ButtoHM,  No.  19430. — A  firm  in  England  writes  the  Bureau  that  It  desires  to  re- 
ceive names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of  fresh-wnter  pearl  buttons. 

Bousehold  utensils,  etc.,  No.  19481. — The  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  la 
New  Xork  City  reports  that  a  man  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers of  household  articles,  such  as  enamel  ware,  kitchen  utensils,  etc. 
Agency  connections  are  desired  for  Argentina,  Chile,  and  Paraguay,  llefer- 
ence  is  given, 

Ooal,  No.  10432. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  East  Indies  reports  a 
shortage  of  coal  In  his  district.  He  submits  the  names  and  addresses  of  a 
number  of  purchasers  of  soft  coal. 

Iron  and  steel  products,  agricultural  implements,  etc.,  No.  10433. — The  commer- 
cial attache  of  tlie  Department  of  Commerce  in  Chile  reports  tliat  a  business 
man  In  that  country  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  Information  rela- 
tive to  soft  steel  bars  and  sheets ;  galvanized  and  black  tubes  and  fittings ; 
cement ;  metal  bars,  sheets,  tubes,  wires,  and  tin  plates ;  R-ilvanizetl  and  black 
corrugated  sheets;  fencing  wire;  mining  tool  and  spring  steel;  bedstead 
tubes  and  ornaments;  paints,  oils,  turi>entinc,  and  naphtha;  agricultural, 
mlniug,  and  industrial  machinery,  implements,  tools,  and  sundries;  traction 
plows;  zinc  sheets;  cart  pine  gfease;  horseshoe  nails;  soft  steel  hoops; 
machinery  belting  and  rosin ;  oak  staves ;  and  accessories  for  motor  cars  and 
electrical  gomls.  He  desires  to  deal  direct  with  manufacturers  and  pro- 
ducers.   Bank  reference  Is  given. 

Hides  and  skins.  No.  19434. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa  re- 
ports that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  export  all  kinds  of  hides  and 
skins.  The  principal  market  desired  Is  for  goat  and  sheep  skins. 

Rebuilt  typetoriters,  No.  10435.— An  American  consular  officer  in  England  desires 
to  be  supplied  with  a  list  of  several  firms  which  q)eclallze  In  the  rebnildlns 
of  typewriters,  and  the  nemtB^  firms  which  deal  In  such  machines. 
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AMERICAN  COMPANY  PEODUCES  STNTHEHC  CAMPHOR. 

The  establishment  of  an  American  factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
synthetic  camphor  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  by  the  officers  of  the  company,  wlio  propose  to 
enter  a  market  which  has  been  occupied  heretofore  by  foreign  cam- 
phor. American  consumers  have  been  depending  upon  importations, 
which,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June,  1915,  amounted  to  4,899,873 
pounds,  valued  at  $1,421,122.  The  possibility  of  developing  Ameri- 
can manufacture  to  large  proportions  is  emphasized  in  commimiea- 
tions  from  the  American  Camphor  Coi*poration,  Tvhich  is  operating 
a  factory  in  Philadelphia. 

The  new  companv  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  creating  a 
market  for  turpentme.  "To  make  enough  camphor  to  supply  our 
home  industries"  it  says,  "  would  take  over  10,000  barrels  or  turpen- 
tine, as  much  as  is  now  in  store  at  Savannah,  the  largest  supply 
market." 

DAMAGE  TO  PHIIIFPINE  HEMP  CBOP. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  War  Department,  received  the  fol- 
lowing cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine 
Island  dated  December  2: 

Referring  to  damage  to  abaca.  Southern  Luswn,  from  typlioon  October  23, 
fiber  division  forecasts  protluctlon  of  about  160.000  bales  for  Albay  niicl  SO.OOO 
bales  for  Camarlncs  durlns  1916,  as  against  about  215,000  and  OC.O(H)  bales, 
reflectively,  this  year;  total  damage  71,000  bales,  80  per  cent  of  whicli  is  of 
grades  fair  to  coarse  brown;  shortage  will  not  be  felt  until  February  or  &Iarch. 


NEW  FBEiaHT  STEAMEE  FOB  HAVRE  SERVICE. 

[Consnl  John  Ball  Osborne,  Havre,  France,  Not.  10,} 

A  new  freight  steamer  called  the  Chateau- Latovr  is  about  to  be 
launched  at  St.  Nazaire  for  a  Havre  firm.  Its  principal  character- 
istics are  as  follows:  Length  over  all,  88  meters  (288.7  feet) ;  width, 
11  meters  (36  feet) ;  displacement,  2,300  tons ;  horsepower,  1,800. 

1M83*— 16  897 
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AXEBICAN  TBASE  KESVITS  IS  NORWAY. 

[Consul  Uanrlce  P.  Dunlap,  StiiTaiiger,  Oct.  19.] 

Stavauger  merchants,  during  the  past  quarter,  have  ordered  up- 
ward of  ^,000  cases  of  tin  plate  from  American  manufacturers,  at 
an  estimated  value  of  about  $4i)0,000. 

A  cigar  manufacturer,  a  large  soap  and  candle  factory,  and  a 
wool  factory  have  received  lists  of  American  exporters  in  their 
respective  lines  from  this  consulate,  and  have  started  negotiations 
with  some  of  the  firms  suggested.  As  a  result,  the  cigar  manufac- 
turer has  ordered  about  $3,000  worth  of  American  tobacco;  the  soap 
and  candle  factory  has  ordered  about  $6,000  worth  of  caustic  soda 
and  tallow  and  will  place  orders  for  quantities  of  oil  fat;  and  the 
wool  factory  was  interested  in  the  replies  received,  and  wired  regard- 
ing an  order  for  worsted  yam,  but  received  no  response. 

An  enterprising  agent  lor  a  number  of  American  office  appliances 
here  made  connections  with  an  adding-machine  company  through 
a  commercial  magazine  shown  him  at  this  consulate.  He  has  now 
interested  a  bank  in  a  machine  for  figuring  interest  and  discounts, 
and  the  bank  has  ordered  one  of  the  machines.  This  same  agent 
established  connections  with  an  American  dealer  in  rubber-covered 
cable,  in  the  same  way.  A  shipment  of  cable  and  lamp  cord,  worth 
about  $4,000,  will  soon  leave  the  United  States  for  its  Norwegian 
purchaser. 

PHUIFPIinB  SUaAE-UILL  CONTRACT  NOT  YET  AWARDED. 

Officials  of  the  Philippine  Government,  in  response  to  inquiries, 
have  informed  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  of  the  War  Department 
that  the  contract  for  the  sugar  central  to  be  erected  with  Government 
funds  at  Isabela,  Occidental  Negros,  will  not  be  awarded  until  about 
May,  1910.  Cable  advices  received  by  the  Bureau  state  that  the 
specifications  were  issued  in  November,  1915,  that  bids  will  be  re- 
ceived up  to  April  15,  1916,  and  that  the  contract  will  be  awarded 
about  one  month  after  the  latter  date. 

It  was  incorrectly  reported  from  Manila  tliat  the  contract  for  this 
sugar  mill  had  already  been  awarded,  and  that  the  time  between  the 
selection  of  the  site  and  the  closing  of  bids  was  too  short  for  Ameri- 
can machinery  makers  to  submit  their  bids.  It  is  now  announced 
that  copies  of  the  specifications,  which  follow  closely  those  issued 
last  August,  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  for 
distribution  to  manufacturers. 

FREE  ADmsSION  OF  CORN  INTO  SPAIN. 

'[Telesram  from  American  consulate  general,  Barcelona,  Nor.  29,  1016.] 

A  royal  decree  published  November  2G,  1915,  suspends  the  duty  on 
corn  (except  that  for  the  manufacture  of  alcohol)  imported  into 
Spain  after  that  date,  such  exemption  to  continue  until  the  price  of 
com  in  Spanish  markets  (now  23  pesetas  per  100  kilos)  is  reduced 
to  20  pesetas  per  100  kilos  and  until  further  notice.  The  transporta- 
tion tax,  which  is  levied  on  most  products  imported  into  and  exported 
from  Spain,  has  also  been  temporarily  removed*  (Peseta,  $0,193; 
kilo,  2.2046  pounds.) 


Digitized  by  Google 


OOHMEBCE  BEFOBTS. 


899 


AHEBICAH  BEET  STJGAK  MA££S  NEW  BECORD. 

Preliminary  returns  from  practically  all  operating  sugar  factories 
in  the  United  States  indicate  a  production  of  866,200  snort  tons  of 
sugar  during  the  current  compaign.  The  area  harvested  amounted 
to  624,000  acres,  and  the  beets,  6,462,000  tons.  This  is  the  largest 
acreage  and  tonnage  of  beets  ever  harvested  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  sugar  production  exceeds  the  highest  preceding  crop,  that  of 
1913,  by  nearly  133,000  tons. 

Imported  sugar,  however,  has  been  coming  in  smaller  quantities. 
During  the  nine  months  ended  September  30,  1915,  imports  were 
about  227,000  tons  less  than  during  the  corresponding  nine  months 
of  1914.  Apj)roximately  one-hali  of  the  sugar  consumed  in  the 
United  States  is  of  foreign  origin;  one-fourth  comes  from  American 
island  possessions,  and  one-fourth  from  the  beet  and  cane  sugar  in- 
dustries of  the  United  States  proper.  During  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1915,  about  2,546,000  tons  were  imported  fi'ora  foreign  countries. 
1,098,000  came  from  Hawaii,  Poito  Rico,  and  the  Philippine  Islands, 
and  about  969,000  tons  werej)roduced  within  the  United  States,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  4,013,000.  Exports,  which  are  usually  quite  small, 
amounted  to  275,000  tons,  leavmg  a  net  supply  of  4,348,000  tons,  not 
counting  stocks  at  the  beg'nning  of  the  season.  In  1910-1914  the 
yearly  consumption  of  sugar  in  this  country  averaged  nearly  83 
pounds  per  capita. 

A  preliminary  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  beet-sugar  campaign 
of  1915  and  comparison  made  with  1914.  The  beets  wei-e  grown  and 
harvested  within  the  calendar  years  mentioned,  but  in  both  years 
sugar  making  in  some  factori^  continued  after  December  31.  Tlie 
acreage  and  jjroduction  of  beets,  as  in  former  reports,  are  credited 
to  Uie  respective  States  in  which  the  sugar  was  made.  The  figures 
are: 


Slate. 

Area  harvested. 

Beets  used  Fnr  sugnr. 

Sugar  production. 

ISIS,  pre- 
Ifmbw-T. 

1914, 
final. 

1015.  pre- 
Umlnary. 

1914, 
final. 

1915,  pre- 
liminary. 

Ohio  

Oilier  Blates  

Aertt. 
124,201 
ICO.HW 
35.900 
123  30O 
26.(00 
60.400 
93.500 

Acret. 
104.000 
135,400 
25,300 
101  300 
17  FOO 
41.300 
58.300 

Short  font. 
1.2  8,000 
1.820  000 
375.000 
1,071  000 
289  000 
091  000 
978.000 

Short  fn-i. 

i,OR2,noo 
i,7w;,300 
264  400 
857  000 
184  700 
664.C00 
G29.£00 

Short  Imu. 

203,^00 

237,100 
62  700 

129  300 
32  100 
87  300 

123  70n 

ShcTt  Ion*. 
109,004 
220,799 
39,SL3 
110. 63D 
21  415 
78.619 
81.064 

Total  forUnlled  States. 

624,000 

483,400 

0,403,000 

5, 288, COO 

866,200 

722.054 

Total  Taluo  of  the  beet  crop  to  producers:  In  1916,  about  135,800,000;  in  1S14,  $30,438,000. 


KEIF  BEDS  IN  BBITISH  COIITUBIA. 

[CoDBtil  General  John  O.  Foster,  Ottawa,  Canada,  Nov.  2S.] 

The  kelp  beds  of  British  Columbia  are  said  to  be  capable  of  fur- 
nishing annually  235,000  tons  of  potashj  which,  figured  at  $50  per 
ton,  would  amount  to  $11,750,000.  The  iodine  obtained,  at  the  rate 
of  $3,875  per  ton,  would  amount  to  $3,680,000.  The  total  calculated 
value  of  tiiese  two  by-products  of  kdp  (at  prewar  prices)  would 
thus  amount  to  $16,(K)0,000  per  annum. 
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TEE  VINTAQE  OF  1915  IN  HTTNaABY. 

[TIee  CoDBQl  Lonlt  O.  Drey  fas,  jr.,  Budapest,  Nor.  6.] 

The  official  report  on  the  condition  of  the  vineyards  and  the  results 
of  the  vintage  for  the  period  ending  October  21,  1915,  contains  the 
following  information  concerning  this  year's  wine  crop  in  Hungary : 

Budapest  district :  As  a  result  of  continued  rains,  harvesting  is  at  a 
standstill.  Contnicta  for  new  wine  have  been  closed  at  $0.61  to  $0.69 
per  gallon. 

Szekszarder  district :  The  vintage  is  at  an  end  and  in  general  can 
be  considered  rather  below  normal  in  quantity,  averaging  only  60  to  7i 
gallons  per  acre.  In  quality  the  wine  promises  better  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  The  price  of  the  new  wine  in  this  district  is  $0.69 
to  $0.76  per  gallon. 

Pecser  district:  The  vintage,  which  is  already  terminated,  has  been 
li^ht  in  many  places.  The  quality  of  the  wine  is  good.  Sales  of  new 
wine  have  been  made  at  $0.76  per  gallon. 

Tapolcaer  district:  The  continued  downpour  has  retarded  the 
vintage,  which  turned  out  weak  and  mediocre.  The  price  of  the  new 
wine  varies  from  $0.53  to  $0.80  per  gallon. 

Exceptional  Yield  In  Certain  Mountain  Vineyards. 

Soproner  district :  The  vintage  will  probably  last  until  the  end  of 
October.  In  general  the  result  is  good.  The  greater  part  of  the  red 
wine  has  been  sold  as  mash  at  $0.46  to  $0.61  per  gallon. 

Pozsonyer  district:  In  the  mountain  vineyards  the  vintage  has 
yielded  from  278  to  556  gallons  per  acre;  in  exceptional  cases  up  to 
2^00  gallons.  In  the  valleys  the  yield  was  only  90  to  180  gallons  per 
acre.  The  price  of  the  new  wine  varies  between  $0.38  and  $0.61  per 
gallon. 

Balassgyar mater  district:  The  result  of  the  vintage,  which  is  for 
the  most  part  terminated,  varies  between  60  and  600  gallons  per  acre, 
while  the  prices  of  the  new  wine  range  from  $0.46  to  $0.76  per  gallon. 

Egerer  district :  The  crop  in  the  mountain  vineyards  was  average ; 
in  the  valleys  and  sandy  soils,  weak  or  even  poor.  The  new  wine  sells 
for  $0.53  to  $0.65  per  gallon. 

Miskolcer  district:  In  a  scarcely  average  vintage  the  new  wine 
brings  from  $0.53  to  $0.65  per  gallon. 

Tarcaler  district :  The  rain  has  caused  great  damage.  Vineyards 
damaged  by  frost  and  hail  have  produced  only  from  134  to  150  gal- 
lons per  acre.  However,  in  many  places  from  400  to  600  gallons  per 
acre  were  obtained.  New  wine  was  sold  for  $1.23  to  $1.32  per  gallon. 

Beregszaszer  district:  The  quantity  of  the  crop  is  average;  the 
quality  rather  ^ood.   Only  in  Szabolcs  County  is  ^e  yield  weak. 

Szatmarer  district:  The  vintage  is  in  progress.  The  sugar  contoit 
of  the  new  wine  is  any.where  from  14  to  26  per  cent.  The  yield  is 
abundant. 

Siy  Weather  ImproTes  Keneser  Vintage. 

Bihardioszeger  district:  The  yield  averages  148  gallons  per  acre. 
The  price  of  the  new  wine  is  between  $0.46  and  $0.61  per  gallon. 

Meneser  district :  The  recent  drv  weather  has  greatly  improved  the 
quality  of  the  vintage.  The  yield  per  acre  has  been  horn  298  to  870 
gallons. 
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Fehertemplomer  district :  There  is  a  steady  demand  for  new  wine 
at  from  $0.6!)  to  $0.76.  The  yield  is  favorable. 

Diesoszentmaitoner  district:  The  climatic  conditions  have  been 
favorable  for  the  vintage,  and  the  yield  was  from  370  to  556  gallons 

per  acre. 

Marosvasarhelyer  district :  The  crop  is  average.  The  yield  per  acre 
is  from  185  to  221  gallons,  and  the  new  wine  is  bringing  between  $0.01 
and  $0.76  per  gallon. 

snoAS  CHOP  nr  AirsTBiA-HirNaAST. 

IConsal  Charles  L.  HooTer,  Prague,  Bobemla,  Voy.  9.] 


'One  of  the  Prague  banks  has  just  completed  an  investigation  of  the 
condition  of  the  sugar-beet  industry  throughout  Austria-Hungary 
and  has  made  public  the  following  comparative  data : 


District. 

Number  of 
bcorics. 

Beeterap. 

Sugar  Tleld. 

1914-lS 

iei5-ifi 

1914-15 

1915-16 

1914-15 

1915-18 

lOS 
B7 
31 

104 

6Q 
28 

Tm>». 
4,l:-0,200 
2,701,300 
3, 147.000 

JVwijt, 
2.0S8,40n 
1,923.400 
1,703.300 

T20, 124 
449.213 
432,078 

7W«. 
41(4,300 
2(iN,r>S0 
249,850 

Total  

19C 

1S8  1  10,000,500 

6,705,100 

1,GQ2,3I& 

l,<»2,fOQ 

In  Bohemia  two  factories  were  closed  because  the  territory  from 
which  they  formerly  drew  their  supplies  of  beets  could  be  served 
equally  well  by  neighboring  factories  belonging  to  the  same  com- 
pany. Two  other  factories  burned  down. 

From  present  appearances  the  average  production  per  acre  will 
be  about  the  same  as  last  year  in  spite  of  the  unfavorable  weather 
that  existed  up  to  the  1st  of  Julv.  Only  about  3  per  cent  of  the 
plantings  were  lost  as  a  result  of  the  drought,  the  greater  part  of 
the  decline  in  area  planted  having  been  due  to  the  increase  in  the 
acreage  planted  to  grain.  The  price  of  beets  fluctuated  between  31 
and  34  crowns  per  metric  ton  of  2,204.6  pounds ;  the  price  last  year 
was  22  to  24  crowns.  [The  normal  exchange  rate  for  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  crown  is  $0,203.] 


lUSEET  FOB  aunxs  nr  ekglabd. 

[Consal  Homer  M.  Bylngtoii,  Leeds,  Nov.  8.1 

The  Smallholder,  an  English  periodical,  in  the  issue  of  October  30, 
1915,  gives  the  following  prices  paid  for  quills:  Large  goose  quills, 
])or  hundredweight  of  112  pounds,  $12.17  to  $14.60 ;  small  goose  quills, 
$7.30  to  $9.73;  large  turkey  quills,  $12.17  to  $14.60;  large  duck  quills, 
$6.09  to  $7.30. 

It  appears  that  the  quills  used  for  commercial  purposes  have  Kith- 
erto  come  largely  from  Austria  and  Germany.  Present  supplies  are 
reported  to  be  inadequate,  and  The  Smallholder  calls  upon  British 
poultrymen  to  meet  the  requirements,  stating  that  the  quills  should 
be  tied  in  half-pound  bmidles  with  all  the  barrel  ends  pointing  the 
same  way. 
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ALUUZHUU  AHD  ENAMEL  WAKE  MABOT  DT  WESTEEN  OBEECE. 

[Vice  ConsQl  WUUam  A.  BlrefcW.  Patras.  Oct.  28.] 

The  local  market  for  enameled  metal  ware  and  aluminum  gooda 
had  until  the  beginning  of  the  present  war  satisfied  its  needs  in  Euro- 
pean markets,  drawing  principally  from  Austria,  Germany,  France, 
and  England,  in  the  order  named.  The  classes  of  goods  are  the  usual 
househmd  articles,  such  as  kitchen  utensils,  waMiing  basins,  pots, 
cutlery  (aluminum),  etc.  Trade  in  enamel  ware  is  fairly  well  de- 
veloped, whereas  aluminum  ware  is  still  a  comparatively  new  article} 
but  IS  gaining  rapidly  as  it  becomes  better  known. 

Imports — Duty — Terms. 

Three  grades  of  each  kind  of  ware  are  used  in  Greece.  England 
sends  only  the  first  quality  of  enameled  ware,  France  only  the  second, 
and  Germany  and  Austria  the  second  and  third.  Of  aluminum  ware, 
Germany,  France,  and  Austria  sent  all  three  grades.  Terms  of  credit 
were  usually  three  to  six  months,  against  promissory  notes  issued  on 
delivery.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  war  exports  from  Ger- 
many and  Austria  to  this  countrj^  have  practically  stopped.  Mer- 
chants have  chiefly  been  engaged  in  selling  off  their  old  stocks  and 
obtaining  limited  supplies  from  France  and  England. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer  that,  as  imports  from  the  latter  coun- 
tries are  greatly  hampered,  it  would  be  the  proper  time  for  American 
exporters  to  enter  the  field. 

The  duty  is  as  follows:  Enameled  ware,  $0,099  per  pound;  almni- 
num  ware,  $0,198  per  pound. 

Light-weight  wares  would  be  more  satisfactory  for  this  market, 
since  they  would  have  to  pay  less  duty.  At  present  credits  have  been 
greatly  restricted  by  French  and  Enlish  expoi*ters.  Payments  are 
mostly  effected  cash  against  documents  at  destination,  and  are  handled 
through  local  banks.  American  exporters  must,  however,  bear  in  mind 
that  as  soon  as  conditions  are  again  normal  European  exporters  will 
resume  the  credits,  and  if  Americans  wish  to  hold  the  ground  gained, 
they  must  be  prepared  to  follow.  Any  possible  risks  that  might  be 
involved  in  the  gi'anting  of  credits  would  be  greatly  diminished  if 
ex^jrters  handled  their  orders  through  responsible  commission  agents 
here,  who  in  many  instances  personally  guarantee  the  reliability  of 
their  clients. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  onanieled  and  nlumlrram  ware  and  a  li-st  of  Import  ngenta 
at  Patras  may  be  obtatned  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  aud  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  branch  offices.] 


PROPOSED  CAKADXAH  CVSTOKS  DPFICEE  AT  XTEW  YOBX. 

fCoDsnl  O.  Gaylord  Marsh,  detallM  as  vice  consul  at  Ottawa.  Cnnada,  Not.  27.] 

The  Vancouver,  Victoria,  and  New  Westminster  Boards  of  Trade 
and  representatives  of  Vancouver  financial  institutions  are  reported 
to  have  indorsed  a  proposal  urging  the  Government  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  to  station  a  Canadian  customs  official  at  New  York  for 
the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  shipment  of  British  Columbia  prod- 
ucts via  the  Panama  Canal  to  New  York  City  and  thence  in  bond  by 
rail  or  by  water  to  eastern  Canadian  points.  It  is  also  suggested 
that  this  plan  would  make  possible  the  snipment  of  eastern  Canadian 
products  to  the  West  via  the  same  route. 
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HEW  ZEALAND  WHEAT  HAXES  tETTEB  SEOWINa. 

[CoosDl  GeDenl  Alfred  A.  Winslow.  Aneklend,  Oct.  27.] 

The  supply  found  when  a  census  was  taken  of  the  actual  quantity  of 
wheat  thrashed  makes  a  much  more  favorable  showing  for  the  1914-15 
wheat  crop  of  New  Zealand  than  did  the  estimates  given  out  last 
March  by  the  Dominion  Government  [see  Comhekcb  Reports  for 
,)une  7,  1915].  The  New  Zealand  Herald  recently  published  the  fol- 
lowing official  explanation  of  the  discrepancy : 

As  n  result  of  inquiries  tt  Is  found  Uitit  tbe  previously  publlabeil  area  under 
wbeat  for  tbe  1914-lS  seasou  wus  understated  to  tlie  extent  of  ntwut  40.UU0 
acres,  due  partly  to  ttie  nonfurulshing  of  returns  and  partly  to  increased  sow- 
iupBof  wlieiit  after  the  returns  were  sent  In.  Tlie  latest  information  puts  a  very 
different  cou>ptexiou  on  tbe  position,  as  tbe  following  comparison  with  recent 
years  will  clearly  sbow: 


Year. 

Aena. 

Yield  per 
acre. 

Tout  yield. 

322,167 

m,  m 

329,  lOO 

BuAfU. 

V>.73 
33.69 
27.23 
31.37 
2S.M 

Buth'U. 
8,20.221 
7, 21,1. 13S 
fi,  1:9.636 
6,231,760 

IVU-H  

This  will  leave  quite  a  surplus  for  next  season,  which  may  be  seri- 
ously needed  if  the  lack  of  rain  in  the  wheat  belt  continues  much 
longer.  To  date  the  rainfall  in  tlie  wheat  belt  of  the  South  Island  has 
been  scarcely  50  per  cent  of  normal  and  the  sowing  season  is  well 
advanced. 


USE  OT  PBESSBOASD  XH  LI7ESF00L. 

[Consul  norace  Lee  Wasbtnston,  Liverpool,  Ensland,  Oct.  25.] 

The  Liverpool  consulate  hns  received  an  inquiry  from  manufac- 
turers of  pressboards,  used  for  insulating  purposes  in  the  manu- 
facture of  armature  coils,  etc.  A  representative  of  the  consulate 
interviewed  several  Liverpool  firms,  and  a  sample  of  press  paper 
which  had  been  received  was  exhibited  to  them  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  the  amount  of  press  paper  used  here  in  the  electrical  trade 
for  insulating  purposes  is  very  small,  and  it  is  suggested  that  better 
results  would  be  obtained  by  approachtng  on  importer  of  the  article. 
One  firm,  situated  in  London,  has  been  mentioned  as  that  of  a  large 
dealer  in  press  papers,  from  whom  the  electrical  trade  in  Liverpool 
largely  receives  its  supplies.  A  Liverpool  firm  expresses  a  desire  to 
receive  further  particulars  as  to  prices,  etc. 

[The  names  and  addresses  of  the  London  and  Liverpool  firms  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  68820.] 


TOlTNAOi:  DUES  AT  HAVRE. 

ICoDSut  Jobn  Ball  Osborne,  Havre,  Fraace,  Nov.  10.] 

The  total  amount  of  tonnage  dues  collected  in  the  port  of  Havre  in 
the  first  10  months  of  1915  was  $125,813,  as  compared  with  $213,766 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 
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ITEW  CWYFiBJnTRWT  FUBUCATIOHS. 


The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  November  27  the 
following  new  United  States  Goverament  publications,  which  he  will 
sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed: 

Information  Concerning  Some  of  the  Principal  Navies  of  the 
World — a  series  of  tables  compiled  to  answer  popular  inquiry.  Office 
of  Naval  Intelligence,  1915,  reprint. — Epitome  of  the  world's  naval 
situation,  covermg  relative  orders  of  warship  tonnage,  warship 
tonnage  of  the  principal  naval  powers,  active  personnel,  vessels  built, 
vessels  building,  types,  expenditures,  air  craft,  etc.  Price,  paper, 
10  cents. 

Ephemeris  of  the  Sun  and  Polaris^  and  Tables  of  Azimuths  of 
Polaris,  for  the  year  1916,  issued  by  the  General  Lajid  Office  as  a 
supplement  to  the  Manual  of  Surveying  Instcuctions  for  the  survey 
of  public  land  of  the  United  States,  containing  Greenwich  tables  for 
the  sun  and  polaris,  azimuths  of  polaris,  etc.  Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

A  Teacher''8  Professional  Library^  Classified  List  of  One  Hundred 
Titles,  Education  Bureau  Bulletin  8,  1909,  reprint. — List  of  100  use- 
ful books  for  teachers,  including  encyclopedias,  historv,  theory  of 
education,  principles  and  practice  of  teaching,  etc.  Price,  paper,  5 
cents. 

School  Administration  in  the  SmaUer  Cities,  Education  Bureau 
Bulletin  44,  1915. — Covering  the  constitution  of  tlie  school  board, 
embracing  size,  how  to  elect,  length  of  term,  qualifications,  etc, 
officers,  finance,  school  superintendent,  principals,  supervisors,  teach- 
ers, health  inspectors,  etc.   Price,  paper,  25  cents. 

Teak  in  Siam  and  Indo-China^  Special  Agents'  Series  108. — 
Covering  properties  and  uses  of  teak  and  general  situation  of  the 
teak  industry  and  markets  in  Siam  and  Indo-China,  including 
transportation,  grades,  etc.  Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Tm  Interpretation  of  Topographic  Maps^  Geological  Survey  Pro- 
fessional Paper  60. — Covers  the  features  of  topographic,  geologic 
maps,  and  various  groups  thereof,  containing  maps  and  illustrations, 
both  colored  and  photographic.   Price,  paper,  $2.75. 

The  Geology  and  Ore  Deposits  of  the  Coeur  d*Alene  District^ 
IdahOj  Geological  Survey  Professional  Paper  62. — Gives  description 
of  location  and  area  of  the  district,  general  geology,  economic  geol- 
ogy, description  of  the  lead-silver,  coal  deposits,  etc.  Price,  paper,  85 
cents. 

Terms  Used  in  Forestry  and  Logging^  Forest  Service  Bulletin 
61. — Terms  used  in  forestry  and  lumbering,  alphabetically  arranged. 
Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

7'he  Dog  as  a  Carrier  of  Parasites  and  Disease,  Agriculture 
Department  Bulletin  SCO. — Covering  rabies,  hydatid,  cysticercus 
(measles),  tapeworms,  roundworms,  fleas,  ticks,  ad  other  parasites 
and  diseases  disseminated  by  the  dog.    Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

The  Handling  and  Marketing  of  the  Arizona-Egyptian  Cotton  of 
the  Salt  River  Valley,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  311.— Cov- 
ering clean  picking  and  storage  of  seed,  ginning,  sampling,  baling 
and  covering,  compression,  tagging,  markmg,  etc.  Price,  paper,  5 
cents. 

The  Persian  W alnvt  Industry  of  the  Vmted  States,  Plant  Industry 
Bulletin  254,  reprint. — ^The  Persian  walnut  is  commonlv  known  as 
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the  English  walnut,  and  the  work  gives  a  description  of  the  tree, 
distribution,  climatic  conditions,  varieties,  propagation,  pruning,  cul- 
tivation of  the  orchard,  pests,  etc.    Price,  paper,  20  cents. 

Soil  Conservation,  Farmers'  Bulletin  40G. — Work  by  W.  J.  Spill- 
man  on  care  of  the  soil,  including  disposal  of  land  by  the  Govern- 
ment, importance  of  soil  food,  types  of  fanning,  effect  of  legumes, 
etc   Price,  p^er,  5  cents. 

The  Home  Production  of  Onion  Seed  and  SetSy  Fanhers'  Bulletin 
434,  reprint — ^Practical  work  on  the  cultivation  of  the  onion  for 
home  use,  including  selection  and  care  of  seed,  care  of  bulbs,  cultiva- 
tion, preparation  of  the  soil,  fertilizers,  etc.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 


AHEBICAH  GOHSUIAB  0FFIG£B3  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  j^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Num. 

Post. 

tlon  ot 
v«mia. 

Addren. 

Dw.  SI 

...do  

Doc.  19 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Jao  1 
Dec.  n 

Dec.  10 
Deo.  81 

Tan.  81 

Department  of  State,WailifBgton,  D.C. 
Do. 

/  Bsoclatlon  of  the  Bar  of  the  Ctty  of 

New  Yoric,  Mev  York  City. 
903  Goodrich  .Werue,  St.  Paul,  Uirni. 
Departmento[State,Wasliliigton,D.C. 
I^wos,  Del. 

Braccb  ofDce,  Bureau  ol  Foreign  and 
Domostio  Commerce,  New  Yoflc, 
N.Y. 

Lotus  Cinb,  110  West  Fifty^aveatb 
Street,  New  York  City. 

Buresa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com* 
merce,  Room  400,  Cnstomhonsek 
Mew  Yock,  N.  Y. 

DBWBon,  William,  

Pock,  Wlflys  M  

Moaseismlta,  OaoTKe  8  

mo7,  China.  

Hosario,  Argentina.... 

Fort  cria,  Canada..... 
Buum  Aires,  Amn- 
Una. 

IjOur«Doo  Uaraoes, 
Fortngiusa  East 
Africa. 

'The  tonr  of  American  cities  hy  Coosal  General  Thomas  SaromoDs,  of  SbaDgbal.  inclodes 
fiochester.  New  York,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Senttlc,  and  Tacoma,  concludlog  at 
the  Utter  place  Dec.  lO,  lOlS.  Ue  wlU  coofer  with  buainen  men  at  theae  places  who  ar« 
IntercBted  In  trade  In  China. 


HOLTBDENTJU  AND  TUNGSTEN  DEPOSITS  IN  CHII£. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Voettcr,  Antofagaata,  Not.  8.] 

Newspaper  reports  of  recent  date  state  that  at  the  mining  com- 
munity of  Campanany,  in  the  Province  of  Tacna,  Chile,  there  exist 
considerable  deposits  of  molybdenum  and  wolfram,  in  addition  to 
copper  sulphides.  While  the  mines  have  not  been  developed,  sam- 
ples of  the  ores  have  been  sent  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
a  market  for  the  minerals.  The  address  of  the  president  of  the 
mining  community  is  Sr.  Jorge  Eomussi,  Iquique,  Chile. 

Newspaper  reports  also  state  that  a  good  vein  of  wolfram  has 
been  discovered  in  the  property  of  the  Cia.  Estafiifera  del  Llallagua, 
at  Llallngi'.a,  Bolivia.  The  principal  office  of  this  company  is  at 
Santiago,  Chile. 

The  foregoing  infoimation  is  forwarded  for  the  benefit  of  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  tool  steels  who  may  be  interested  in  leamin 
of  possible  sources  of  supply  of  these  metals. 
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DIBECT  TRADE  IN  UASAGASCAR  OEMS. 

[Consul  James  G.  Carter,  TaBaatave] 

The  Governor  General  of  Madagascar  and  Dependencies,  whose 
GOOi>e:*ation  for  the  development  of  trade  relations  between  Mada- 
gascar and  the  United  States  I  am  endeavoring  to  enlist,  appears 
to  be  anxious  that  American  importers  become  interested  in  local 

Crecious  stones  and  rough  gem  material,  which,  heretofore,  have 
een  purchased  principally  by  Continental  concerns.  It  is  under- 
stood that  American  firms  have,  to  some  extent,  bought  Madagascar 
pink  beryl,  or  **morganite,"»  and  other  stones  of  local  origin  on  the 
European  market;  but  tlie  desire  is  to  create,  if  possible,  some  direct 
business  in  this  line  between  the  United  Status  and  Madagascar.  The 
Governor  General  has,  therefore,  voluntarily  supplied  samples  of 
certain  of  the  local  gems  and  a  schedule  of  approximate  pnces  for 
cut  and  rough  stones. 

[The  stones  comprise  1  pink  beryl,  2  cordierites,  1  amethyst,  1  spes- 
sartite,  2  blue  beryls,  1  white  beryl,  2  yellow  beryls,  1  rubellite,  and 
3  pink  and  3  blue  beryls  in  the  rough.  These  and  the  schedule  of 
prices  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  A  list  of  firms  and  individuals  inter- 
ested in  precious-stone  mining  in  Kladagascar  will  be  furnished  upon 
application;  refer  to  file  No.  60558.] 


KADAaABCAB,  THE  lAHD  OV  BEKTL8. 

Mere  mention  of  Madagascar  has  long  conjured  up  visons  of 
fabulous  deposits  of  precious  stones,  for  legends  concerning  its 
great  mineral  wealth  have  been  inseparable  From  its  history  ever 
since  the  island  was  opened  up  to  the  world,  but  little  that  was  au- 
thoritative has  ever  been  published.  In  1912  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution at  Washington  translated  by  permission  and  incorporated  in 
its  Report  for  that  year  an  interesting  review  of  Madagascar's  gem 
resources  as  revealed  by  an  'account  of  the  explorations  oi  A. 
Lacroix,  of  ITnstitute  de  France. 

M.  Lacroix  used  the  primitive  Madagascar  filanzene  (a  seat  hung 
between  two  poles  carried  by  stalwart  natives)  in  his  joumeyings, 
and  was  thus  able  to  get  away  &om  the  beaten  highways  and  into 
the  little-known  interior  of  the  island.  He  found  that  all  the  de- 
posits of  precious  (or,  more  properly,  semiprecious)  stones  occur  in 
a  great  rectangle  125  miles  from  north  to  south  and  40  miles  from 
east  to  west.  The  principal  centers  are  to  the  northwest  of  Antsi- 
rabe,  the  outskirts  of  Miandrarivo  (Ampangabe  in  particular) ;  to 
the  west  of  Antsirabe,  the  region  situated  to  Qie  west  (Anjanaboana) 
and  to  the  south  of  Betafo  (Tongafeno,  Antsongombato,  Zamalaza, 

•Regarding  morganlte.  the  New  York  press  contained  the  following  Interesting  item: 
"A  newly  discovered  gem  of  brilliant  rose  rolorwas  christened  morganlte  by  the  New  Yoi^ 
Acadomy  of  Science.  It  was  named  for  J,  Fierpont  Morgan,  on  the  suggeiitfon  of  Dr. 
(i4<orge  F.  Kunz,  chalrinan  of  the  geological  section  of  the  academy.  DrrKuns  thongbt 
that  Mr.  Uorgan  had  eamod  the  honor  by  the  encouragement  which  be  has  given  art  and 
science  to  America  and  Europe  Moreanltc.  Dr.  Kimz  urUI,  Ir  a  species  of  beryl.  '  It  wai 
discovered  in  Its  perfection  in  the  present  year  and  differs  from  other  beryls  in  that  It 
floresces  an  Intense  cherry  red  when  exposed  to  Roentgen  rays.  It  U  found  In  magnifi- 
cent gemn  weighing  from  1  to  100  carats  each  and  Is  of  a  beautiful  brilliant  roiie  color  of 
wonderful  freedom  from  flawa.  It  is  the  purest  pink  gem  that  has  been  found  to  large 
seniB,  rlvaUng  pink  tourmaline  and  pink  topaa,  and  la  foood  priocipaU;  In  the  moan- 
talnoua  xcsIod  of  Uount  Bit;,  an  Island  off  the  coaat  oC  Madagaacar.'  *^ 
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etc.) ;  to  the  south*  of  Antsirabe,  the  valley  of  the  Sahatany  Birer 
and  its  vicinity ;  Sahanivotry,  to  the  east  of  Mount  Bity,  then  more 
to  the  south  on  the  other  side  of  the  Manandona,  a  series  of  beds 
situated  to  the  northwest  and  to  the  west  of  Ambositra;  and  then 
still  farther  south,  the  region  of  Ikalaniavony. 

The  Island'i  Lonv  list  of  Qemi. 

The  valley  of  the  Sahantany  River  may  be  taken  as  an  example. 
M.  Lacroix  stated  that  here  he  found  beryls  of  great  size,  some 
measuring  3  feet,  but  he  explains  that  only  portions  of  these  huge 
crystals  were  transparent.  Their  colors  ranged  from  the  wanted 
blues  and  greens  (aquamarines)  to  yellow  and  rose  (morganite), 
and  there,  were  also  colorless  varieties.  The  stones  most  highly 
esteemed  are  those  of  a  sk;^-blue  ^ade  from  Ampangabe  and  a  special 
dark  blue,  with  a  black  tint,  from  Tongafeno,  Fe^na,  and  vicinity. 
The  Sahantany  transparent  tourmalines  are  beautiful  gems,  running 
all  the  possible  gamut  of  colors  from  pigeon-blood  and  reds  more  or 
less  tinged  with  violet  to  the  most  delicate  rose,  some  greens  and 
blues,  some  browns  with  now  and  then  a  smoky  tint,  some  golden 
yellows,  and  one  of  dazzling  gold.  The  mineral  deposits  rich  in 
rubies  and  sapphires  lie  north  of  Ankaratra. 

M.  Lacroix  found  spodumene  (a  mineral  of  the  pyroxene  group, 
uid  almost  everywhere  else  opaque)  in  limpid  form,  of  a  beautiful 
rose  color  with  a  tinge  of  lilac,  rivaling  the  kunzite  of  California, 
and  deposits  of  spessartite  of  an  orange  color  peculiar  to  Madagas- 
car, and  danburite.  Apatite,  rhodizite,  microclme,  albite^  lepidolite, 
corundums  (in  the  form  of  trans{)arent  sapphires,  in  addition  to  the 
opaque  crystals  used  only  as  abrasives),  garnets  with  a  range  of  color 
from  dark  red  to  a  pretty  rose,  chrysdbel,  spinel,  zircons,  and  topaz 
are  other  stones  in  Madagascar's  long  list  or  gems.  Komerupine,  a 
magnesium  aluminum  silicate  resembling  the  aquamarine  and  the 
green  andalusite  but  of  far  greater  brilliancy  when  cut,  was  also 
found;  until  this  discovery  weenland  had  tlie  only  known  deposit 
of  this  mineral. 

The  opal,  too,  is  found  in  Madagascar,  but  is  not  yet  quarried. 
Specimens  from  the  south  of  Faratsiho  recall  the  fire  opal,  but  with 
a  tint  more  brown  than  red. 


AMXBICAK  QEK  OVTFUT  AXJt  TBADX. 

Mining  of  precious  stones  in  the  United  States  has  been  a  variable 
industry  since  its  beginning.  Most  of  the  gem  minerals  have  been 
sporadically  mined  or  found  during  the  course  of  mining  for  other 
minerals  and  only  a  few  varieties  have  been  systematically  mined  for 
periods  of  years  at  a  time.  Among  those  minerals  which  have  been 
most  persistently  produced,  and  in  some  quantity  at  different  times, 
are  sapphire,  turquoise,  tourmaline,  spodumene,  and  chrysopi  ase.  A 
few  other  gems  such  as  beryl,  garnet,  quartz,  agate,  nmazon  stone, 
rose  quartz,  and  variscite  have  been  produced  somewhat  regularly, 
but  generally  in  small  quantity. 

George  F.  Kunz,  summarizing  the  production  and  the  localities  of 
the  different  gem  minerals  in  1882,  mentions  the  following: 

Occasional  diamonds  hod  been  found  in  several  States.  Sapphire 
was  known  to  occur  along  Missouri  Biver  near  Helena.  Mont.,  an< 
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both  ruby  and  sapphire  at  the  Jenks  corundum  mine  in  Macon 
county,  N.  C.  Topaz  had  been  found  in  Maine  and  Colorado.  Em- 
erald and  hiddenite  had  been  discovered  16  years  before  in  Alexander 
county,  N.  C.  Aquamarine  and  other  berj'l  were  obtained  from 
several  of  the  Eastern  States.  Garnets,  called  "Arizona  ruby,"  were 
being  collected  each  year  by  the  Kavajo  Indians  in  some  quantity. 
Tourmaline  had  been  mined  for  many  years  at  Mount  Mica,  near 
Paris,  Me.,  and  was  known  to  occur  at  other  localities  and  also  in 
Connecticut.  Quartz  and  rock  crystal  were  obtained  from  numerous 
scattered  localities,  especially  fine  small  crystals  coming  from  Herki- 
mer county,  N.  Y.,  and  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  Rose  quartz  was  found 
at  several  places  in  New  England.  Gold  quartz  from  several  West- 
em  States  was  made  into  jewelry.  Amethyst  had  been  found  in 
Maine,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Colorado.  Agate  was  known 
to  occur  in  many  States,  and  the  Wyoming  and  Montana  moss  agates 
were  used  in  large  quantities.  Jasper  and  petrified  wood  were  found 
in  many  States  and  used  in  small  quantities.  Peridot  was  gathere<i 
by  the  Navajo  Indians  of  Arizona.  Turquoise  was  Icnown  in  New 
Mexico,  Arizona,  and  Nevada.  The  feldspar  gems,  labradorite, 
amazon  stone,  sunstone,  and  moonstone  were  used  in  small  quantities. 
The  amazon  stone  came  from  the  Pikes  Peak  region,  Colorado.  The 
Lake  Superior  gem  stones,  thomsonite  and  chlorastrolite,  were  col- 
lected for  the  tourist  trade.  Numerous  lesser  gems  were  known  to 
occur  in  the  United  States,  but  were  only  sparingly  used,  such  as 
phenacite,  hyacinth  garnet,  iolite,  rutilated  quartz,  novaculite,  rutile, 
pi-ehnite,  obsidian,  diopside,  chrysoprase,  rhodonite,  malachite, 
chiastolite,  catlinite,  and  others. 
ITew  Gem  Minerals — Production. 

Among  new  gem  minerals  may  be  mentioned  californite  (massive 
compact  vesuviunite)  and  benitoite,  both  found  in  California.  Cali- 
fornite has  been  found  in  several  counties  and  a  quantity  has  been 
sold  at  different  times.  Benitoite  is  a  barium  titanusilicate.  It  is  a 
new  mineral  discovered  in  San  Benito  County  in  1906.  Only  one 
deposit,  now  exhausted,  has  been  found.  Benitoite  is  a  blue  mmeral 
resembling  sapphire  in  color  but  much  softer. 

Below  is  given  a  table  of  the  production  during  certain  years  sance 
1883  of  gems  and  precious  stones  as  recorded  in  Mineral  Resources 
of  the  United  States  for  1914  (published  by  the  U.  S.  Geological 
Survey),  from  which  volume  the  foregoing  facts  relating  to  gem 
deposits  were  also  taken: 


Gems  and  oniamenUl  stami. 


1883 


1890 


1900 


1«10 


1SI3 


Af»te,  moss  ftga(«,  ebalcodany,  onyx,  etc. 

Atnetbyst   

Beryl,  aauaomrfne.  blue,  pink,  golden,  etc 

Callfornue  

Chrysopnse  

Copfer  ore  gems,  chrysocolla,  malachite, 
ozurlte.  etc  

Diamond  

Feldspar,  amaion  stone,  sunatooe,  moon- 
stone, ulitoclaw  

Oarnet,  abnsndine,  pTrope,  rliodoUle, 
nMssatite,  hyacinth,  topuollte  

Qold  quarts  

iBspar  

OpU.  

T«ldot  


2,250 


12,000 

600 
11,000 


13,268 


S200 

3,000 


4.200 
S.000 

iu.ooa 


SOD 

3,308 
0,000 


100 


200 
ISO 


270 


21.800 
2,000 


600 


8,000 
9,000 

MO 
!,«» 

2,610 

8.100 
I,O0O 
47& 


•8,805 

389 
1,S1£ 
153 


2,8G0 
5,3U 

1,286 

4,385 
30O 
6,376 
16,180 

m 


1^312 
256 
3,3H 

1,380 
766 

440 

1,700 
1,060 
4,700 
1,114 

m 
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Qenu  ftod  ornsmental  stoaea. 

1883 

1800 

1900 

1910 

1913 

1914 

Quaitg,  crystal,  smoky;  Indosing  rutfle 

$23,100 

$ia,  475 

Sit, 060 

11,^35 
6,200 
2,637 

$l,r40 

337 
300 
238, Ui5 

9  620 

84,04Q 
1,0:0 
400 
100 

«^im 

4  000 
21 
1,380 

7.9ta 

13,370 

5,au 

8,637 

200 

too 

75,000 

Spoaumene,  hiddenlw,  kunzite,  Cali- 
tornialris  

3,200 

600 
7.W 
1.000 

e,  725 

£2,983 
33  000 

'eio 

884 

46.  aw 

85, GOO 

20.125 
6,605 

400 

1,000 

736 
7,C30 
8,075 

e.105 

3.045 

2.2J0 
28,675 

3.500 
82.000 

100 
17,200 

Vvbcfte,  utahlit*,  chlorutahUle,  ama- 

3,000 

34,190 

60.100 

US.7» 

118,833 

231,170 

206, 7S7 

319,464 

124,061 

Oemt  WlioM  Output  Sxoeedi  $10,000. 

The  gems  and  ornamental  stones  whose  production  exceeded  $10,000 
in  any  one  of  the  32  years  under  review  included  agate,  the  output  of 
which  in  1894  was  valued  at  $12^500;  beryl,  which  in  1900  reached  a 
total  of  $11,000;  catlinite  and  pipestone.  which  in  the  jears  1883  to 
1886  amounted  to  $10,000  annuaUy;  and  calif omite,  with  an  output 
valued  .it  $25,000  in  1907  and  $18^000  in  1909.  Other  gems  of  this 
category  and  their  output  were:  Chrysoprase— 1906,  $32,470;  1907, 
$46,500;  1908,  $38,225;  1909,  $84,800;  and  1911,  $13,550;  garne<^ 
1900,  $21,500;  1901,  $22,100;  1908,  $13,100;  opal— 1892,  $10,000; 

1912,  $10,925;  1913,  $15,130;  peridot^l905,  $10,000;  spodumene,  etc.— 
1904,  $10,000;  1906,  $14,000;  1907,  $14,500;  1909,  $15,150;  1910, 
$33,000;  1912,  $18,000. 

In  the  periods  1983-1888  and  1892-1896  the  output  of  sold  quartz 
was  $10,000  a  year  or  more:  in  1884  and  1885  it  reachea  the  record 
figures  of  $140,000.  With  the  single  exception  of  1894,  the  produc- 
tion of  crystal  quartz  from  1883  to  1905,  both  inclusive,  exceeded 
$10,000  yearly,  1884  holding  the  record  with  $25,100.  The  record 
year  for  sapphires  was  1913,  when  the  yie\d  was  valued  at  $238,635, 
but  from  1891  down  to  and  including  1914  the  output  exceeded 
$10,000  in  value  each  year,  save  1895.  The  1909  production  of  tur- 
quoise and  matrix  was  the  highest  during  the  {>eriod  under  review, 
being  $179,273,  with  an  output  above  $10,000  since  1889,  except  in 

1913.  From  1901  to  1912,  both  inclusive,  the  output  of  tourmaline 
in  the  United  States  ranged  from  $15,000  to  $133,192,  reaching  the 
latter  figure  in  1909.    Petrified  wood,  which  is  included  in  "Other 

feras  and  ornamental  stones"  in  the  above  table,  was  valued  at 
10,500  in  1884,  $36,000  in  1887,  $16,000  in  1888,  $53,175  in  1889, 
$11,000  in  1892,  and  $21,250  in  1893. 

Imports  of  Freciotis  and  Semlpreclons  Stones. 

The  domestic  production  forms  onlv  a  very  small  part  of  the  gems 
used  annually  in  the  United  States,  the  importations  having  reached 
a  value  of  $49,529,845  in  1912-13,  whereas  the  record  output  of 
American  gems  and  semiprecious  stones  within  the  past  32  years  was 
but  $534,280.  However,  owing  to  the  war  in  Europe — from  which 
continent  most  of  the  diamonds  and  pearls  are  purchased — the  value 
of  tile  imports  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1915,  was  less  than 
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half  that  for  the  preceding  year  and  less  than  one-third  that  for 
1912-13,  as  the  following  summary  discloses: 


Frrolooi  and  BunlprMdoiu  stones,  ud  Imitations  oL 

1913-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Pfamonds: 

Uncut  {JSJ - 

S12.33S,fi53 

■  S4,30S,OSS 
>3,161,«31 
17,795.0» 
4,3B3.e33 
0  23,095 
e  14  600 
3,665,S1» 
l.ie2.&BT 

Pearls,  and  parts  of,  not  stnuig  orret  dut.. 

37,213.047 
6.809.673 

3,771,950 
1,310, 4M 

S3,3fi8,im 
8.4^3.117 
1,644,751 

other  precious  and  temiprecious  stones,  ent,  but  not  set .  .dot . . 

60.678 
773.«3 
£45,008 

40, 630, 845 

33.376.181 

16,134.499 

a  Jaiy  1.  1913.  to  Oct.  8,  1913,  inclusive.  b  Begltiiiing  Oct.  4. 1913. 


S,ynthetic  jewels  (which  are  included  with  the  imports  of  imitation 
precious  stones  in  the  foregoing  table)  are  finding  increased  use  in 
the  industries.  Watchmakers  have  adopted  them  for  jeweled  bear- 
ings and  they  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  electrical  and  opti- 
cal apparatus,  compasses,  and  similar  instruments. 


PROPOSALS  FOK  aOVESNMENT  SITFFIIES  AND  CONSTBTTCTION. 

[ Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speclflcatlons  can  nsnallr 
be  obtninod  at  the  polntB  where  the  eoodR  are  to  be  deitvered  or  the  work  la  to  be  pei^ 
formed.  In  canes  where  the  time  limit  In  too  nhort  to  permit  firms  to  sabmlt  tendlers, 
tbey  Rhould  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  liatfl  of  BOch  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
tor  tuturc  uuppllcit  or  wortt  of  a  Binillar  nature.] 

Subsiatotwe  stores,  No.  2807. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  Generai 
Deitot  of  the  Quarterinnfiter  Corps,  115  East  ODtarlo  Street,  Ghlpago,  III., 
until  December  8, 1915,  for  fiirnlsliing  aad  dellverlnff  on  or  before  January  7, 
1016,  the  following :  22,800  pounds  of  lard ;  2.016  cans  of  bacon ;  and  3.000 
pounds  of  sngnr-eured  bam. 

Patiama  Canal  auppHes,  No.  2808. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  PurchaRlnjj  Officer  of  The  Pnnnina  Gonal,  Wanblnjcton,  D.  G, 
until  December  15. 1915.  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  chann>s,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  i>ort)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa.  Canal  Zone) 
(PaciHc  port),  Isthmus  of  Pannmu,  the  following:  Steel  shapes,  grommets, 
rivets  and  burrs,  portable  forges,  garbage  cans,  gorhage-can  covers,  water 
coolers,  marine  clocks,  marine  lights,  towels,  leather  fillets,  asbestos  cement, 
rubber  bands,  paper  drinking  cops,  level  books,  and  paper.  (Circular 
No.  994. 

Mised  sulphuric  and  nitric  acid.  No.  2809. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
Picatlnny  Arsenal,  Dover,  N.  J.,  until  December  20,  1015,  for  furnishing  and 
delivering  1,800.000  pounds  (more  or  less)  mixed  sulphuric  and  nitric  acid, 
of  "  standard  "  composition,  as  per  paragraph  2  of  the  "Speciflcatioos  for 
Mixed  Sulphuric  and  Nitric  Acid,"  revision  of  June  3, 1912,  a  ccq>y  of  wlilch 
mny  be  had  on  application  to  the  arsenal. 

Lard,  No.  2810. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  General  Depot  of  The 
Quartermaster  Corps,  115  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  111.,  until  December 
13,  101").  for  furnishing  and  delivering,  on  or  before  December  27,  1915, 
20,000  pounds  of  lard.  Proposals  will  be  received  for  delivery  of  the  lard  to 
the  Depot  Quartermaster,  Kansas  City,  Ma,  or  to  the  Depot  Quartermaster, 
Omaha,  Nebr. 

Electors,  No.  2811. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Super- 
vising Architect,  Treasury  Department.  Washington,  D.  C.  until  December 
23.  1915.  for  the  installation,  complete,  of  an  electric  passencer  elevator  in 
each  of  tiie  following  buildings :  The  United  States  post  office  and  courthouse 
at  Pendleton,  Or^,  the  United  States  p<ffit  office  and  courthouse  at  Brattle- 
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boro.  Tt.,  and  the  United  States  post  office  and  courtlionse  at  Ardmore,  Okla., 
In  accordance  with  drawings  and  sppotflcatlons,  copies  of  which  may  be  had 
on  application  to  the  Washington  olllce. 

Bardware,  No.  2812. — Sealed  prcq>osal8  will  be  reoolved  at  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Wiishlngtou,  I>.  C,  until  Decem- 
ber 30, 1915,  for  furiiishlns  and  delivering  at  the  UriitPfi  SluU-s  Penitentiary, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  floMiing  hardware  for  the  liath.  laundry,  and  tullor-shop  build- 
ing, in  accordance  with  specifications.  Copies  of  tlie  specifications,  together 
with  further  information,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Wnshli^on 
office. 

Constniction  work.  No.  281.3. — Sealed  proposals. will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Wasliliigton,  D.  C,  until 
January  10,  1016,  for  the  construction  of  a  two-story  and  basement  stone 
and  brlcli  faced  bulldlug  for  the  United  States  post  office  at  Titusville,  Pa. 
Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site 
or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Power  house,  No.  2814. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  tne 
Unltetl  States  Knglneer.  Wheeling  District.  Wheeling.  W.  Va.,  until  January 
6,  1916,  for  building  a  fireproof  power  house  at  Dam  Na  14,  Ohio  River. 
Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

CoMtruction  tcork.  No.  2815. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect.  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
December  27,  1015.  for  enlarging  drafting  room,  and  new  skyllglit  In  the 
United  States  post  office  at  Olympin.  Wash.,  in  accordance  with  drawings 
Nos.  76  and  77  and  the  speelflcations,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  on  appli- 
cation to  the  custodian  of  the  Olympia  Building,  or  at  the  Washington, 
D.  C,  office. 

Navy  Department  supplies.  No.  2816. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Aa-ounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  O., 
for  supplying  the  following  articles.  Firms  Interested  should  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  giving  scliedule  numbers  de- 
sired :  Schedule  9059,  kapotc  fiber,  grown  in  Java,  Guam,  the  Philippines  or 
Islands  adjacent,  and  No.  1  Madoura  kapok  fiber;  schedule  9060,  filling  on 
site  for  hangers ;  schedule  9061,  electrically  driven  72-lnch  planer :  schedule 
9062,  twist  drills;  scliedule  0063.  North  Carolina  plue  end  yellow  pine; 
schedule  0064,  COO-pound  crucibles,  yellow-pine  drawers,  metal  file  units, 
and  single  conductor  cable;  and  schedule  9065,  bleached  and  shrunk  cotton 
drill,  gymnasium  shoes,  and  Turkish  cottoa  butli  towels. 


GIVES  CKEDIT  TO  "  COKUEBCE  BEPOBTS." 

A  manufacturing  company  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  reports  that  it  lias 
built  up  a  vei-y  satisfactory  export  trade  through  the  information 
contained  in  Commerce  Reports.  The  secretary  of  the  company  re- 
cently called  upon  F.  L.  Roberts,  forei^  trade  secretary  of  the 
Cleveland  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  obtain  information  in  regard  to 
foreign  markets  for  dress  fasteners.  He  stated  at  the  same  tune  the 
extent  of  the  assistance  that  had  been  received  by  his  company 
through  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  He  very 
highly  commended  the  Bureau's  woi'k  in  promoting  the  export  trade 
of  American  manufacturers. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

ZTew  York,  Room  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Bnildlng;  AtlanU,  521  Post  Office  Bnilding;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbernia  Bank  Bailding;  San  Franoisco,  S06  United  States  Customhoaae;  Seattle^ 
828  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branoh  olBees:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Cinolnnatl.  Chamber  of  Comneree;  Lob  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerfle; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Boreav  atkd  Its  brfuteh 

office*.  1 

Wood  knobs  and  coppered  wire.  No.  1&436. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce  tn  Euglnnd  writes  that  a  firm  Id  that  country  de- 
sires to  be  placed  In  direct  communication  with  nianofacturers  of  wood 
knobs  and  steel  coppered  ni re.  The  wire  should  be  13-gauge  standard,  and 
the  knots  are  to  be  drilled  to  a  depth  of  one-fourth  Inch,  so  that  the  wire 
will  slide  in  easily  without  any  play.  Samples  of  the  articles  may  be  ex- 
amined at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  014.) 

Wool  and  mohair.  No.  18437. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa  re- 
ports that  n  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  And  a  market  for  wool  and 
mohair.  The  firm  has  an.  office  in  New  TLtak  City. 

Qocart  and  baby-carrUige  wheels  and  fittings.  No.  19438. — ^A  manufacturer  and 
deaier  in  perambulators  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  Informed  an  American 
cousuiar  officer  that  be  wishes  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  of  wheels  and  flttiiigs  suitable  for  gocarts  and  baby  car- 
riages. 

Qcncral  agency,  No.  10439. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Argentina  reports 
that  he  has  received  a  letter  from  a  business  man  who  desires  to  act 
as  manager  or  general  representative  of  American  manufacturers  or  ex- 
porters who  may  care  to  place  their  goods  In  South  American  markets. 
It  Is  stated  that  the  man  has  had  extensive  commercial  experience  in  Argen- 
tina and  is  familiar  with  American  business  methods.  He  lias  bad  ex- 
perience in  the  sale  of  office  devices,  cash  registers,  adding  machines,  etc 
References  are  offered. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  19440. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England  writes 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  being  placed  in  immediate  con- 
nection with  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  and  equipment  for 
a  plant  for  the  low-temperature  distillation  ot  peat  Catalogues  and  full 
Information  should  be  sent.   Bank  reference  is  given. 

Bcioing  machines  and  agrimltural  implements.  No.  19441. — ^Tbe  Department  of 
Oommerce  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  In  Ritssla  who  de- 
sires to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  of  sewing 
machines  and  agricultural  implements,  lie  also  writes  that  he  is  In  a 
position  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  other  lines. 

Brushes,  cutlery,  cheap  jewelry,  etc.,  No.  19442. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  Great  Britain  writes  tlmt  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  brushes,  fancy  leather  goo<Is,  hardware,  cut- 
lery, cheap  jewelry,  etc.  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm  has  large  warerooms; 
and  employs  a  number  of  traveling  salesmen.   Reference  is  given. 

Paving,  No.  19443. — The  Imperial  Tnide  Correspondent  at  Dunedin  reports 
that  tenders  are  invited  by  the  Dunedin  city  council  for  the  laying  of 
48,000  square  yards  (more  or  lees)  of  street  paving  in  that  city.  The 
paving  Is  to  consist  of  either  Jorrah  wood  blocks,  rock  asphalt,  or  Trinidad 
asplmlt,  and  tenders  are  invited  for  each  or  any  of  the  several  materials. 
Copies  of  the  specifications  and  conditions  and  form  of  tender,  together 
with  drawings,  may  be  obtained  from  the  town  clerk,  town  hall,  Dunedin. 
New  Zealand,  on  payment  of  $9.73,  wlilcii  amount  will  be  refuutled  upon 
the  receipt  of  a  bona  fide  tender.  Tenders  will  l>e  received  at  the  office 
of  the  town  clerk,  Dunedin,  until  February  9,  1915. 

Hosiery,  imaertcear,  etc..  No.  19444. — An  Amerlcon  consular  officer  In  the 
Netlierlauds  reports  tliat  nn  ogent  in  that  country  wishes  to  oct  as  repre- 
sentative of  American  manufacturers  of  hosiery,  tricot  underwear,  and 
corsets.  He  wishes  to  work  on  a  commission  basis^  but  if  necessary  he 
will  buy  on  his  own  account 

Cattle,  No.  19445.~An  American  consular  officer  In  Colombia  transmits  the 
names  and  addresses  of  a  number  of  firms  which  desire  to  receive  cata- 
logues and  full  information  relative  to  shorthorn  Durham  bulls  (either 
full  or  half  blood)  for  breeding  purposes.  Owing  to  similarity  of  climate 
tlie. bulls  should  preferably  be  from  the  soutbern  part  of  the  United  States. 
Correspondeuce  should  be  In  Sj^onish. 
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BRITISH  FEOHIBinON  ON  lUFOHXAXIOK  OF  lEACHDTE  TOOLS. 

[Telecnim  from  American  Embassy,  LoDdoa,  Dee.  2,  191S.] 

A  royal  proclamation,  published  November  30,  1915,  prohibits, 
after  December  21,  the  importation  into  the  United  Kingdom  of  all 
machine  tools  and  parts  thereof,  except  small  tools.  A  further  excep- 
tion is  made  in  favor  of  machine  tools  and  parts  thereof  imported 
under  the  license  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  subject  to  the  provisions 
and  conditions  of  such  license. 


TOBACCO  EXTRACT  FOR  HETTTRAi:.  COUITTRIES. 

In  connection  with  the  cablegram  from  the  American  Embassy  in 
London  with  regard  to  tobacco  shipments  (published  In  Commerce 
Keforts  for  Dec.  3, 1915),  it  is  further  announced  by  cable  from  the 
embassy  that,  according  to  the  British  Foreign  Office,  tobacco  extract, 
as  well  as  tobacco  of  all  kinds,  will  not  be  interfered  with  by  the 
British  Government  when  sliipped  to  neutral  consignees  in  neutral 
countries. 

CLOSE  SEASON  FOR  LOBSTERS  IN  BAY  OF  FUNDT. 

[Consul  nent7  8.  Calver.  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Nov.  2*0.1 

The  fisheries  regulations  in  regard  to  lobster  fishing  along  the 
New  Brunswick  coast,  extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix 
River  to  Chignecto  Bay,  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  have  been  amended. 
Along  the  Charlotte  County  coast  the  close  season  will  be  from  June 
16  to  November  14,  and  alono;  the  St.  John  County  coast  from  June 
1  to  November  14.  Along  the  Charlotte  County  coast  no  lobsters 
may  be  taken  at  any  season  of  the  year  whose  carapace  is  less  than 
4f  inches,  and  along  the  St.  John  County  coast  the  prohibition 
extends  to  all  lobsters  under  9  inches  in  length,  measured  from  head 
to  tail,  exclusive  of  claws  and  feelers. 
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ESTABUSEMENT  OF  A  NEW  FOOD  FISH. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  ended  its  fishing  operations, 
in  connection  with  the  campaign  to  establish  the  tilefish  in  the  mar- 
kets, on  November  10,  when  one  schooner  was  on  the  grounds  under 
private  initiative  and  several  others  were  outfitting  for  the  fishery. 
With  the  end  of  tlie  month  there  were  eight  vessels  actively  engaged, 
and  they  had  landed  in  New  York  10  fares,  aggregating  156,500 
pounds  of  tilefish.  In  the  last  two  days  of  the  month  six  schooners 
landed  106,500  pounds. 

Five  of  the  vessels  belong  to  the  fleet  formerly  fishing  out  of  New 
York,  and  three  are  from  Boston,  but  all  are  landing  their  catch  at 
the  former  city,  and  most  of  them  would  normally  be  idle  at  this 
period  of  the  year.  The  exploitation  and  development  of  this  fishery 
therefore  provides  for  the  economic  use  of  an  expensive  plant  at  a 
time  when  otherwise  it  would  be  unproductive  ana  the  lucrative  em- 
ployment of  labor  which  under  previously  existing  conditions  often 
would  be  idle. 

In  addition  to  the  industrial  results,  a  new  and  excellent  animal 

food  has  been  placed  within  reach  of  the  consumer,  and  the  presenta- 
tion of  this  phase  of  the  subject  will  be  continued  as  the  supply  of 
tilefish  becomes  more  nearly  equal  to  the  demand  already  created. 

[Other  reports  on  the  recent  developments  in  the  use  of  tilefish 
appeared  in  Comuerce  Reports  for  Oct.  25  and  29  and  Xov.  2, 1915.] 


KAGHUIERT  FOR  MAmrFACTtTBIKG  CORN  PRODUCTS,  ETC. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  Gnnsauliui,  JohannesbarK,  South  AMca.] 

The  secretary  of  a  manufacturers'  association  in  British  South 
Africa  desires  to  obtain  information  from  the  United  States  on  the 
following  two  points,  with  a  view  to  considering  the  establishment,  in 
this  Province,  of  an  industry  for  the  utilization  of  maize  in  some  of 
the  forms  in  which  it  is  prepared  by  concerns  in  the  United  States: 
(1)  A  list  of  the  various  products  of  maize  manufacturers  in  the 
TTnited  States^  such  as  maize  oil  and  oil  cake,  forms  of  maize  meal, 
hominy,  biscuits  and  cakes,  starch,  glucose,  dextrine,  alcohol,  sirup, 
etc.,  and  others  of  which  little  or  nothing  is  known  here.  (2)  A  state- 
ment of  the  various  machines  required  in  the  preparation  of  these 
various  commodities,  details  of  their  application,  cost,  and  a  list  of 
manufacturers  from  whom  such  machinery  may  be  obtained. 

[The  name  ami  address  of  the  Inquirer  may  he  obtained  from  the  Bureau  ot 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  Its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file 


FOREiaV  XBASE  OF  ITAXT. 

[CoDflol  Genrral  David  P.  Wllber,  G«noa,  Nor.  10.1 

The  combined  value  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  Italy  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1915,  according  to  Italian  official  statistics,  was 
$779,897,480.  The  exports  reached  a  total  of  $331,570,005.  an  increase 
of  $10,414,001  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  The  imports 
amounted  to  $448,327,385,  a  decline  of  $15,138,956  from  those  for 
the  same  period  in  1914. 
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ITASBAGAirSETT  BAT  AITO  EAST  SITEB  WIBE-DKAO  WORK. 

N.  H.  Heck,  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  lias 
made  n  preliminary  report  on  his  wire-drag  work  in  the  Eastern 
Passage,  Narragansett  Bay,  accompanied  by  a  section  of  a  chart 
showing  the  position  of  shoals  found  and  buoys  located.  Several 
shoal  spots  (small  roclts),  depths  less  than  charted,  and  extensions  of 
shoals  were  found  in  the  area  examined.  A  pinnacle  rock  with  28 
feet  of  water  over  it  was  found  about  one-half  mile  northeast  of 
Fiske  Rock;  this  is  surrounded  by  depths  of  7  fathoms.  To  the 
south  of  Halfway  Rock,  depths  of  27  and  33  feet,  respectively,  were 
found  where  greater  depth  is  charted.  Several  reported  dangers 
were  sought  for  but  not  found  in  the  positions  indicated.  The  unfin- 
ished area  from  Coasters  Harbor  Island  to  Goat  Island  was  exam- 
ined. North  of  Bull's  Point  a  pinnacle  with  33  feet  of  water  was 
found  where  10  fathoms  was  indicated  on  the  chart.  Numerous  other 
items  for  the  correction  of  the  charts  were  reported. 

The  wire-drae  work  in  East  River  by  the  party  under  J.  H.  Haw- 
ley,  which  has  been  completed,  was  attended  by' unusual  difficulties. 
Delays  due  to  strong  currents  and  congested  traffic,  which  ordinarily 
do  not  seriously  aifect  wire-drag  work,  were  so  excessive  that  other 
lost  time  due  to  the  usual  causes,  such  as  failure  of  equipment,  inci- 
dental work,  and  clearing  fishing  gear,  became  comparatively  insig- 
nificant. The  peculiar  conditions  encoimtered  in  this  locality  made  it 
necessan^  to  take  up  and  set  out  the  drag  from  four  to  six  times  each 
day,  and  required  frequent  changes  in  the  length  of  the  drag. 

TBADE  EXTEHSIOIV  IH  ITAIT. 

(CoDBDl  F.  T.  F,  DofflOBt.  Florence,  Oct.  18.3 

This  consulate  is  in  receipt  of  the  following  letter  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Florence  Chamber  of  Commerce: 

*•  We  are  informed  that  many  articles  of  American  manufacture  are 
imported  into  Italy  by  way  of  other  European  countries.  We  wish 
to  establish  direct  relations  with  American  manufacturers  whose 
European  agencies  are  or  have  been  located  elsewhere,  and  request 
you  to  furnish  us  with  a  list  of  their  names  and  American  addresses." 

American  manufacturers  whose  general  European  sales  agencies 
are  or  have  been  located  elsewhere  and  who  are  not  represented  in 
this  market  should  communicate  at  once  in  the  French  or  Italian  lan- 
guage with  the  Florence  Chambei-  of  Commerce. 


COLOMBIAN  CATTIE  INDUSTRT. 

[Consul  Isaac  A.  Uannlng,  Barranqullta,  Not.  8.] 

A  number  of  people  recently  visited  Cqlombia  loolring  for  Colom- 
bian cattle  for  export,  and  it  is  reported  that  contracts  have  been  en- 
tered into  for  the  exportation  of  some  40,000  head  during  the  coming 
year. 

This  consulate  is  informed  that  at  least  80,000  to  100.000  head  of 
cattle  might  be  available  for  export  during  that  period,  running 
from  850  pounds  on  the  hoof  up  to  950  pounds. 

One  lar^e  American  packing  house  has  also  had  its  representative 
here  studying  the  packmg-house  situation,  and  it  is  reported  that  a 
canning  plant  may  be  estaolislied  in  this  city  or  Cai-tagena. 
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AMEEICAN  TRAINING  FOB  FOREIGN  STUDENTS. 

As  the  first  step  in  the  plan  to  educate  and  train  foreign  students 
in  the  United  States,  described  in  Commerce  Reports  for  November 
19,  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  completed 
arrangements  for  putting  South  American  technical  graduates  in 
touch  with  training-course  positions  in  American  manufacturing 
plants. 

To  determine  the  attitude  of  American  manufacturers  on  the 
subject  a  letter  was  addressed  to  14  of  the  largest  concerns  in  the 
country.  In  this  letter  the  manufacturers  were  asked  for  their  opinion 
of  the  plan  as  a  whole,  and  also  for  a  statement  of  what  practical  help 
could  be  ^ven.  Of  these  14  firms  9  replied  at  once  that  they  are 
in  a  position  to  give  training  courses  for  South  American  technical 
graduates.  A  synopsis  of  the  replies  received  follows : 

A  miniriK  nnd  Rineltlng  comp.iny  offers  to  take  three  men  at  once  at  a  salary  of 
$50  n  month  to  start.  Increases  in  pay  will  depend  upon  the  Individual. 

An  automobile  concern  is  ready  to  take  8  or  10  men  f<H>  Its  students'  course 
and  pay  thcni  34  cents  an  hour  eight  hours  a  day  six  days  a  ^veek.  ARpllcauts 
must  be  technical  graduates. 

A  ChlcnRo  firm  will  take  two  South  Americans  and  pay  them  $75  a  montli  to 
Start,  further  Increases  to  depend  upon  their  ability  to  get  along.  This  company 
replied  under  the  impression  that  Chile  alone  was  under  consideration. 

Another  Chicago  firm  offers  to  take  three  or  four  students  for  training  aod 
pay  them  $15  a  week  the  first  year  and  $18  the  second. 

One  manufacturing  company  admits  South  American  graduates  of  technical 
schools  and  universities  into  Its  student  engineering  courses,  and  arranges  to 
have  applications  for  admission  indorsed  by  resident  agents  of  the  company  In 
South  America  or  by  Important  customers. 

One  of  the  greatest  manufacturers  In  the  world  states  that  he  will  take  M 
many  students  as  business  from  time  to  time  warrants. 

A  Pennsylvania  concern  states  that  it  already  has  a  student  course  and  has 
had  several  South  Americans  enrolled.  This  company  Is  giving  further  atten- 
tion to  the  Secretary's  letter. 

A  New  York  firm  writes  that  it  has  been  successful  with  Its  student  coarse 
and  la  always  glad  to  hear  from  technical-school  graduates  wishing  positions  In 
the  students'  corps. 

One  well-known  coroFmny  offers  to  help  In  any  way  It  can. 

Two  other  concerns  are  much  interested  In  the  plan,  but  wish  to  go  into  the 
matter  further  before  reaching  a  decision. 

The  result  of  this  canvass  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  plan  was  a 
sound  one  so  far  as  the  training  of  technical  graduates  was  con- 
cerned, and  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  put  it  into  operation. 
Arrangements  have  been  completed  to  have  the  American  commercial 
attaches  in  South  America  deal  directly  with  applicants  in  their 
districts.  Tliese  officials  are  furnished  with  lists  of  manufacturers 
willing  to  receive  students.  In  some  cases  it  is  desirable  to  have  the 
officials  act  as  intermediaries  and  conduct  the  negotiations  between 
the  students  and  manufacturers.  Some  manufacturers,  however, 
prefer  to  deal  with  the  applicant  directly,  and  in  such  cases  the 
attach^  merely  puts  the  two  interested  parties  in  touch  with  each 
other. 

Advantage!  of  the  Flan. 

The  advantages  of  bringing  South  American  technical  graduates 
to  this  country  for  further  training  are  obvious.  Some  of  the  stu- 
dents will  eventually  return  to  their  own  countries  as  representatives 
of  American  manufacturers.  They  will  be  well-equipped  native 
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representatives  familiar  with  conditions  in  their  own  countries  and 
naturally  loyal  to  the  fii-ms  with  which  they  have  studied  and 
worlted.  They  will  be  a  powerful  factor  in  overcominf;  the  preju- 
dice against  American  products  that  undoubtedly  exists  in  certain 
quarters.  Even  if  they  later  enter  business  for  themselves  or  en- 
gage in  entirely  different  lines,  their  influence  will  continue  to  make 
Itself  felt 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  so  well  satis- 
fied with  the  results  of  the  preliminary  canvass  that  it  now  extends 
the  invitation  to  coopernte  to  all  American  concerns  interested  in 
foreign  trade.  Firms  wishing  to  take  one  or  more  Latin-American 
^aduates  for  training  are  requested  to  write  to  the  Bureau  at  Wash- 
ington. They  will  be  placed  in  touch  with  applicants  at  once. 
Tr&inln?  for  Otlier  Glasses  of  Students. 

The  placing  of  technical  graduates  is  only  the  first  step  in  the  plan, 
however.  It  is  no  less  desirable  that  South  Americans  be  trained  in 
the  offices  of  commercial  houses.  There  are  two  classes  of  applicants 
for  such  offices.  One  desires  to  put  in  all  its  time  on  such  training. 
The  otlier  wishes  to  work  pai't  time  in  commercial  offices  to  pay  its 
way  through  American  schools  of  one  kind  or  another.  One  Boston 
exporting  house  has  expressed  a  desire  to  employ  a  student  from 
Buenos  Aii-es  for  part-time  work  in  its  office,  the  pay  to  be  sufficient 
to  enable  the  young  man  to  study  at  some  school  or  university. 

It  is  also  intended  to  extend  the  plan  to  accommodate  young  men 
who  wish  to  work  at  anything  to  pay  their  way  through  American 
schools.  Such  students  may  never  engage  in  similar  work  after 
returning  to  their  homes,  hut  their  attitude  toward  American  iuFti^ 
tutions  will  be  favorably  afTected  by  their  experiences  in  this  country, 
and  their  influence  will  have  it's  value  in  the  strengthening  oi 
friendly  relation^  between  the  United  States  and  the  South  American 
Republics. 

Flans  of  the  Chilean  Committee. 

Since  the  preliminary  canvass  was  finished,  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  into  com- 
munication with  Senor  Eduardo  Carrasco.  chief  of  the  commercial 
section  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Department  of  ("hile,  who  has  been 
commissioned  by  his  Government  to  make  studies  of  our  commercial 
situation,  our  transportation  facilities,  and  our  methods  of  doing 
business.  Sefior  Car'rasco  was  one  of  the  organ  izei-s  of  the  committee 
for  the  foreign  education  of  Chilean  youths  mentioned  in  CoHMEncB 
Beports  for  November  19,  and  he  intends  while  in  this  country  to 
establish  committees  in  some  of  the  more  important  American  cities, 
such  as  New  York.  San  Francisco,  St.  I^ouis,  Boston.  Philadelphia, 
and  Chicago.  These  committees  will  help  the  young  men  selected  and 
sent  by  the  committee  in  Chile  to  find  positions  in  the  universities, 
factories,  or  commercial  houses.  There  will  be  no  limit  to  the  member- 
ship of  the  committees,  and  they  will  be  authorized  to  proceed  in  any 
desired  and  convenient  way. 

Senor  Carrasco  is  to  visit  Washington  in  the  near  future,  and  during 
his  stay  a  plan  will  be  considered  for  coordinating  the  work  of  the 
Chilean  committees,  in  Chile  as  well  as  in  this  country,  with  that  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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BITBEAir  TAXES  OVEB  fBITAlE  BBAKCH  DT  ABaBITrnrA. 

The  Buenos  Aires  branch  of  the  Chicago  Association  of  Commerce 

has  been  taken  over  by  the  American  commercial  attach^  in  behalf  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  The  branch  was 
opened  originally  to  advertise  Illinois  products  and  to  establish  dirwt 
trade  relations  fcr  firms  in  the  Chicago  district.  A  special  represent- 
ative, using  the  Buenos  Aires  office  as  his  headquarters,  traveled  all 
over  Soutli  America  in  the  interests  of  the  osscciation. 

However,  in  view  of  tlie  fact  that  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  is  now  maintaining  commercial  attaches  at  Buenos 
Aires  and  three  ether  South  American  cities,  the  association  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  pioneer  service  could  be  discontinued.  The 
association  feels  that  the  attaches  are  in  a  position  to  carry  on  the 
work  established  by  it,  and  that  the  interests  of  Chicago  business  men 
will  be  adequately  looked  after  by  these  new  representatives  of  tiie 
Department  of  Commerce. 

In  accepting  the  oflFer  of  the  association  of  commerce  to  turn  over 
its  branch  to  the  United  States  Government^  Edward  Ewing  Pratt, 
chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  in  a  letter 
to  the  association,  paid  the  following  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation and  incidentally  pointed  out  the  chief  function  of  the  new 
commercial -attache  service: 

While  the  work  of  the  Assoclntion  of  Commerce  was  undertakea  primarily  fa 
the  interests  of  Chicago  business  men,  other  export  Interests  of  the  country  have 
benefited  directly  or  Indirectly.  You  do  not,  I  know,  expect  the  attach^  to  give 
the  direct  and  iDdividual  aid  to  the  Chicago  business  men  that  has  been  rendered 
by  your  association.  Your  action  proves  the  broadness  of  your  view.  Yon 
realize  that  the  object  of  the  attache  service  Is  the  larger  commerce  of  the 
country  as  a  whole.  In  which  the  Chicago  business  men  will  benefit  along  witii 
others.  Your  feeling  that  the  work  started  by  your  organlEatlon  can  now  be 
succewfully  continued  by  the  commercial  attaches  is  in  Itself  an  excellent  testi- 
mony of  the  need  and  eflielency  of  our  service. 

Your  association  has  succeeded  in  great  measure  in  Informing  the  South 
American  buyer  as  to  the  abiilty  of  our  exporters  and  manufacturers  to  supply 
his  needs.  Ultimate  success  depends  upon  the  continuance  of  the  connections 
already  made  and  the  establishment  of  new  relations.  Herein  the  commercial 
attach^  will  find  his  chief  function  In  trade  promotion.  He  stands  as  an  adviser, 
as  an  aid,  to  the  South  American  buyer  and  out  ezportors.  His  work  la  to  see 
and  In  some  cases  to  create  opportunlti^  for  mutual  trade  (levelt^ment.  It  rests 
with  the  individual  to  make  effective  use  of  the  opportunities  thus  offerecL 


INCOKE-TAX  FAYXBS  IN  HEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  Oeneral  Alfred  A.  mnslow,  Auckland,  Oct  28.] 

There  are  13,967  persons  in  New  Zealand  who  pay  an  income  tax 
classified  as  follows:  10,101  pay  income  tax  on  amounts  under  £700 
(£=$4.86),  715  on  amounts  between  £700  and  £800,  535  between  £800 
and  £900, 372  between  £900  and  £1,000,  704  between  £1,000  and  £1,500, 
573  between  £1,500  and  £2,000,  463  between  £2,000  and  £3,000,  147 
between  £3,000  and  £4,000,  80  between  £4,000  and  £5,000,  88  between 
£5,000  and  £7,000,  52  between  £7,000  and  £10,000,  and  137  who  pay 
tax  on  amounts  over  £10,000. 

Of  the  13,967  income-tax  payers,  363  pay  less  than  6  UiPlings 
($1.20),  while  only  1,406  pay  over  £50  (243)  a  year. 
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AKEBICAK  FTTECHASES  FROH  CETLOH. 

[Consul  Walter  A.  Leonard.  Colombo,  Oct.  23.] 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  Ceylon  to  the  United  States  as  de- 
clared at  the  American  consulate  at  Colombo  during  the  third  qnaiter 

of  1915  exceeded  any  previous  corresponding  period  in  the  history  of 
the  consulate.  The  exports  were  valued  at  $G,225,8G1,  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  which  consisted  of  raw  rubber. 

The  total  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  calendar  year  1915  amounted  to  $12,003,120,  compared 
with  $10,984,472  and  $12,780,737  for  the  entire  years  of  1914  and  1913. 
respectively. 

For  the  period  from  January  1  to  September  30, 1915,  the  exports 
from  Ceylon  to  the  United  States  consisted  of  the  following  articles, 
with  their  respective  quantities  and  values: 


Artldt. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

14.M9.187 
8,  T£2.h3a 
7,130 

n.wi.m 

3,154,020 

-$7,091,933 
1,813,  m 

87«.0G'} 
322  14^ 
C09„>13 

12.063. 123 

AHESICAN  CONSULAR  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  orgaiuzations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Hama. 

Foot. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Addraas. 

Sio  Paulo,  Bratll  

Dec.  31 
...do  

Department  otStata,  WasbliKton,  D.C, 

Da 

Assocbtion  ol  the  Bar  ot  the  City  of 

New  Vork,  New  York  City, 
903  Goodrich  Avenue,  St.  Paul.  Minn. 
Department  of  Stale,  Wasliioiiton,  D.C. 
l^we!=,  Del. 

Brancli  ofllce.  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domesllo  Comioerce,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

Lotos  Clnb,  110  West  FlRy-seTenth 
Street,  Nev  York  City. 

Bureati  of  Foreifsn  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce,   Room    409  CtutomhouM, 

New  York.  N.  Y. 

Pock,  Willys  n  

Itosarlo,  Arcentlna — 

Tsingtau,  China  

Fort  Erie,  Canada  

Buenos  Aires,  Argeo- 
tlna. 

Lourenco.  Marques. 
Portugnesa  East 
Africa. 

Dec.  IS 

. .  .do  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Dec.  31 

Dec.  10 
Dec.  31 

Jan.  31 

■  The  tour  of  American  «ltfefl  b;  Conml  General  Thoimu;  Sammonsi,  of  Shanghai,  tnclittlcs 
Bochpster,  New  York,  Uolrolt,  Chicago,  Minopapolls,  Rt-attlo.  anil  Tnconin.  (.-oncludiug  at 
the  latter  place  Dec.  10,  1915.  He  Will  confer  with  baslnesa  men  at  these  placea  viho  arc 
Interested  In  trade  In  China. 


Consul  General  William  W.  Handley,  of  Callao-Lima,  reports  that 
the  customs  revenues  collected  at  the  eight  maritime  ports  of  Peru 
during  September  amounted  to  $270,002,  as  compared  with  $217,991 
during  the  corresponding  month  of  1914. 
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NEW  ZEALABD  BimNG  KOBE  AMERICAN  GOOBS. 

[CoDBUl  General  Alfred  A.  WIubIow,  Andtland,  Oct.  28.] 

Trade  conditions  in  New  Zealand  continue  favorable,  with  a  for- 
eign trade  balance  of  $45,382,057  in  favor  of  this  country  for  the  11 
months  ended  August  31,  1915.  The  bank  balances  at  the  i^d  of 
September,  1915,  were  $28,255,016,  a  record  surplus  for  this  country. 
The  savings  banks  also  show  an  increase  of  deposits,  and  conditions 
in  general  are  good  for  the  importer,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  New  2Iealander  is  inclined  to  be  conservative  and  to  economize 
somewhat  at  this  time.  He  is  in  position  to  pay  for  everything  he 
needs.  In  reviewing  the  present  conditions,  tlie  New  Zealand  Herald 
of  October  22  says: 

Forward  booking  Is  the  feature  of  the  wholesale  trade  this  week.  Soft* 
goods  houses  are  already  delivering,  and  they  r^rt  a  good  turnover.  The 
trouble  In  drapery  Is  undoubtedly  the  difficulty  In  getting  supplies.  Orders 
are  plentiful  but  stocks  are  low.  This  is  only  In  some  departments,  but  there 
is  a  decided  shortage  In  calicos,  tweeds,  serges,  hosiery,  and  gloves.  Floor 
coverinfrs  are  difficult  to  obtain,  while  in  lieavy  goods,  like  blankets,  there  Is  a 
shortage  in  both  local  and  importetl.  To  some  extent  the  rase  Is  being  met  by 
buying  from  Japan  and  America,  so  that  Id  the  a^regate  a  heavy  tmportatlon 
is  talcing  place. 

Of  late,  more  of  the  imports  have  conie  from  the  United  States, 
and  this  is  the  time  to  push  for  still  more,  as  complaints  are  common 
that  it  ia  impossible  to  get  orders  filled  from  Continental  sources. 

[Articles  giving  many  details  of  the  trade  of  New  Zealand  during  the  past 
year  were  published  la  Gouuubce  Uepobts  for  September  17  and  October  27, 
1D15J] 


INDirSTBIAI  DEVELOPMENT  OF  KANCHUBIA. 

Manchurian  industrial  development  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Russians  in  the  north  and  the  Japanese  in  the  south.  Prac- 
tically all  of  the  large  enterprises  in  south  Manchuria  at  present 
are  conducted  by  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Co.  as  adjuncts  to  the 
railway.  Being  unable  advantageously  to  float  a  loan  in  Europe  in 
1914,  the  company's  scheme  of  constantly  enlarging  its  undertakings 
was  curtailed.  This  indirectlj^  atfected  the  prosperity  of  the  com- 
munities within  the  zone  of  its  activities.  It  is  believed  that  the 
Japanese,  provided  the  necessary  capital  is  forthcoming,  will  under- 
take additional  industrial  and  agricultural  enterprises  in  south  Man- 
churia. Important  stipulations  with  regard  to  the  establishment  of 
industries  in  this  region  were  embodied  in  the  treaties  between  Japan 
and  China  signed  at  Peking  on  May  25, 1915. 

The  exploitation  under  modern  methods  of  the  mineral  wealth  of 
Manchuria  has  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  coal  mining  under 
Japanese  supervision.  Apart  from  these  Japanese  activities,  nothing 
was  done  during  last  year  toward  mineral  development.  By  the 
treaties  above  mentionecl  the  Japanese  have  several  additional  valua- 
ble mining  privileges.  Manchuria  is  sufficiently  rich  in  minerals  to 
call  for  development,  as  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  coal,  and  iron  are 
known  to  exist.  It  is  believed  that  American  capital  seeking  invest- 
ment in  mining  enterprises  in  Manchuria  would  find  its  prospects  of 
success  enhanced  by  cooperation  with  Russians  in  the  north  and  Jap- 
anese in  the  south. 
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ACTIVE  WOBE  FOR  AMERICAN  COHIIEBCE  AT  TRIPOLI.. 

[CoDnal  W.  Bodeiick  Dorse;.  Tripoli,  Libya,  Oct.  7.] 

During  July,  Ai7gust,  and  September,  the  Tripoli  consulate  eup- 
plied  several  merchants  with  lists  of  names  of  manufacturers  and 
exporters  in  various  cities  of  the  United  States.  Cereals,  Hour,  coffee, 
cotton-seed  oil,  shoes,  hardware,  beer,  coal,  and  druggists'  sundries 
were  sought.  Three  definite  trade  opportunities  were  reported  to 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce ;  two  have  been  heard 
from  with  many  letters  and  catalogues.  However,  lack  of  c.  i.  f. 
prices,  coupled  with  the  invariable  demand  for  cash  against  docu- 
ments, American  port,  quashed  orders.  Replies  to  communications 
dispatched  to  addresses  supplied  presented  the  same  deterrents,  and 
in  one  or  two  instances  referred  importers  seeking  direct  business  to 
agents  in  Italy. 

Endeavors  to  bring  a  leading  sponge  merchant  and  a  manufacturer 
ot  oil  motors  and  air  compressors  together,  reached  the  point  where 
an  agency  arrangement  is  possible.  The  interest  of  the  manufacturer 
was  drawn  to  this  market  by  the  consulate's  report  "  Sponge  Fish- 
ing in  Italian  North  Africa,  printed  in  Commerce  Kepobts  No.  61, 
of  March  15,  1915. 

Following  the  publication  of  a  Trade  Opportunity  sent  forward 
in  the  preceding  quarter,  a  trial  order  for  saddles  was  placed  with  a 
Baltimore  concern.  An  importer  of  camp  furniture,  with  house  in 
Genoa,  who  formerly  purchased  beds,  etc.,  through  the  Milan  agent 
of  an  American  manufacturer,  will  in  future,  as  a  result  of  negotia- 
tions started  through  a  Trade  Opportunity,  published  in  the  June 
quarter,  place  all  orders  direct  by  means  of  his  Genoa  office.  A  mis- 
understanding between  a  manufacturer  and  a  merchant  was  straight* 
ened  out  and  settlement  obtained  (July  1, 1915). 

As  nearly  all  of  Tripoli's  business  with  the  United  States  is  done 
through  Italy,  the  cooperation  of  American  chambers  of  commerce 
there  was  sought  and  obtained,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  this  con- 
sulate posted,  as  far  as  possible,  as  to  the  names  of  jobbers  stocking 
with  or  otherwise  representing  American  wares. 


IMUiaRATIOir  INTO  CHILE. 

[CottBOl  L.  J.  Keena.  Valparaiso.] 

The  small  number  of  immigrants  arriving  in  Chile  is  illustrated 
by  the  following  recently  published  statistics:  From  1905  to  the 
end  of  1914  the  number  arriving  totaled  25,544.  The  numbers,  by 
years,  follow:  1905,  203;  1906,  1,442;  1907,  8,462;  1908,  5,484;  1909, 
3,098;  1910,  2,561;  1911,  863;  1912,  1,839;  1913, 1,142;  and  1914,  360. 


A  sample  of  the  sacks  made  of  a  combination  of  strips  of  paper 
and  vegetable  fiber,  used  to  ship  ores  from  Antofagasta,  Chile,  which 
were  mentioned  in  Commerce  Reports  for  November  5, 1915,  has  been 
received  from  Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  and  will  be  loaned  to  inter- 
ested persons  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  67,661. 
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NOTES  FEOM  CHILE. 

[Eztracta  from  Soath  Fadfle  Hall  for  Oct.  28.  transmitted  by  Consal  Omerol  L.  7.  Keotm, 

Volparalw).] 

Trftl|nicn-to-Pna  Xailway  Bid  Accepted. 

The  tenders  for  the  construction  of  the  projected  railway  from 
Trniguen  to  Pua  have  been  opened  in  the  Ministi-y  of  Industry  and 
Public  Works,  and  the  estimate  of  Senor  Juan  Bertoglio  (who  was 
one  of  four  bidders)  accepted.  [Brief  mention  of  this  railway  proj- 
ect was  made  in  Commerce  Keforts  for  May  27, 1915.] 

ProdnctloQ  of  Sn^ar  in  Chile — Fort  of  San  Antonio. 

For  some  time  past  the  establishment  of  a  sugar  industry  has  been 
occupying  the  attention  of  the  Government,  and  in  a  repoil;  pre- 
sented to  the  Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril  Senor  Prado  asserts  that 
the  condition  of  soil  and  climate  in  the  Provinces  of  Llanquihue  and 
Chiloe  are  exceptionally  adapted  for  the  growing  of  the  sugar  beet. 
In  the  north,  between  Tacna  and  the  River  Sama,  the  soil  is  suitable 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane,  but  nothing  yet  can  be  done 
there  on  a  productive  scale  until  the  region  is  properly  irrigated. 

The  port  of  San  Antonio  is  situated  43  miles  south  of  Valparaiso, 
and  when  the  port  works  .under  construction  are  completed  it  will 
prove  a  help  to  Valparaiso,  though  on  account  of  the  limited  amount 
of  cargo  which  can  be  handled  it  will  be  many  years  before  it  can 
compete  with  the  latter  port.  San  Antonio  will  pi*ovide  an  outlet  for 
the  rich  agricultural  products  of  the  Central  Valley  and,  being  only 
70  miles  by  rail  from  Santiago,  that  is,  47  miles  nearer  than  Val- 
paraiso, will  prove  of  great  advantage,  especially  in  regard  to 
heavy  cargo,  as  the  difference  in  the  maximum  gradient  of  the  lines 
is  1.3  per  cent  in  favor  of  the  railway  from  San  Antonio.  This 
difference  should  materially  affect  the  freights.  The  imports  of  San 
Antonio  will  con^st  principally  of  coal,  iron  and  steel,  cement,  and 
other  rough  goods,  and  the  exports  of  timber,  cereals,  and  agricultural 
produce. 
Budget  for  1816. 

.  ?sixrorts5.tsshrdIuetaoincmfwpy 

The  budget  presented  to  Congress  on  July  14  last  showed  an  expen- 
diture of  $196,215,040  Chilean  currency  and  $72,776,725  gold,  and 
after  deducting  the  special  funds  authorized  for  payment  of  port 
works  at  Valparaiso  and  San  Antonio,  Santiago  waterworks,  and 
naval  acquisitions,  an  expenditure  remained  of  $184,215,040  currency 
and  $47,343,612  gold.  This  sum,  however,  has  now  been  reducM 
to  $171^00,000  currency  and  $46,857,000  gold,  distributed  among 
the  ministries  as  follows : 


Minbtrj. 

Chilean 
cumncy.a 

Chflean 
gold.' 

Uioistry. 

Chilean 
ootnncT.* 

Chnnn 
COUL* 

(38,000,000 
3,000.000 
10, 7.^,000 
31,000,000 
IS, GOO. 000 
33.300.000 

t4'0,000 
1,000,000 

117,000,000 
20,000,000 
2,750.000 

S5, 000,000 
60,000 
2,000 

300,000 
40,000,000 
123,000 

m,  300, 000 

«.S57,000 

■  According  to  tba  United  Stales  TreBsorr  statement  dated  Oct.  l,  1915,  tbe  value  of  the  Chilean  pepec 
pMobaboattO.U;  tbat  of  the  gold  pew.  toiu. 
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The  income  is  calculated  at  $122,300,000  currency  and  $74,500,000 
gold,  thus  showing  a  credit  balance  of  $757,400  currency  over  the 
expenditure — the  first  for  many  years. 

In  order  to  meet  the  estimated  deficit  of  $25,000,000  currency  in 
this  year's  (1915)  budget,  the  Government  has  asked  Congress  to 
authorize  the  raising  or  a  loan  of  $30,000,000  for  a  period  of  five 
years,  the  interest  not  to  exceed  8  per  cent 

ItTMBEB  HASEET  IN  BEBUUDA. 

[Consul  Carl  B.  Loop,  Hamilton,  Nov.  25.1 

The  colony  of  Bermuda  imported  887,972  feet  of  lumber  in  1914, 
valued  at  $25,744,  while  in  the  preceding  year  (1913)  the  colony  im- 
ported 1,739,050  feet,  valued  at  $37,725.  In  an  interview  with  a  local 
lumber  merdiant  the  following  detailed  estimates  of  the  annual  lum- 
ber trade  of  Bermuda  were  suggested : 

About  1,000,000  to  2,000,000  feet  of  pitch  pine,  100,000  to  200,000 
feet  of  spruce,  50,000  to  100,000  feet  of  white  pine,  and  25,000  to 
60,000  feet  of  cypress  are  imported  into  the  colony  each  year,  all  of 
which  are  used  for  building  purposes.  The  lumber,  in  the  order 
named,  sells  in  Bermuda  for  the  following  approximate  figures:  $50; 
$40  to  $45 ;  $60  to  $70 ;  and  $80  per  1,000  feet. 

Practically  all  the  spruce  comes  from  New  Brunswick,  Canada, 
where  it  is  nought,  according  to  size,  at  $15  to  $20  per  1,000  feet. 
The  white  pine  miported  is  a  diver  variety,  grown  in  Idaho,  and  is 
purchased  at  about  $40  per  1,000  feet  f .  o.  b.  New  York.  The  pitch 
pine  comes  from  the  Southern  States,  chiefly  from  Florida  and  Mis- 
sissippi, and  is  bought  at  $22.50  to  $23  per  1,000  feet.  Cypress  comes 
from  Louisiana  and  costs,  on  an  average,  $40  to  $45  per  1,000  feet. 

The  names  of  the  leading  lumber  dealers  of  Bermuda  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices. 

SEKABKABLE  FAIX  OF  ttatt.  AT  TBIPOU. 

[Cwtsnl  W.  Boderlck  Done;,  Tripoli,  Libya.  Oct.  9.] 

In  the  early  hours  of  October  8  this  city  was  visited  by  a  storm  of 
unusual  severity,  which  reached  its  height  about  1.30  o'clock.  There 
was  a  deluge,  and  the  wind  blowing  from  the  northwest  with  hurri- 
cane velocify  hurled  hailstones  of  rare  size  with  extreme  rapidity  and 
force. 

The  ^rdens  of  the  oasis  were  harshly  treated.  Bare  stalks  mark 
the  positions  of  former  flourishing  tobacco  fields  and  patches  of 
tender  alfalfa  are  beaten  to  pulp.  The  sturdier  pepper  and  henna 
plants  stood  up  better,  but  their  yield  will  be  seriously  affected.  By 
reason  of  their  tough,  spreading  leaves  the  fruit  of  the  palm  suffered 
still  less.  Many  dates  were  beaten  down,  but,  being  at  the  harvesting 
stage,  the  riper  portion  can  be  gathered  and  used.  The  citrus  trees 
seem  to  have  been  badly  damaged. 

Seeking  to  profit  unduly  by  the  breakage  inflicted  by  the  hail, 
merchants  having  glass  in  stock  immediately  advanced  prices.  The 
governor  promptTv  requisitioned  all  in  the  city,  placed  it  in  the  hands 
of  a  commission  diarged  with  locating  stocks  and  regulating  prices, 
and  established  penaUies  for  those  who  concealed  holding  or  disre- 
garded the  requests  of  the  commission.  Meanwhile  orders  were 
cabled  to  Italy  for  additional  supplies. 
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COST  OF  FOODSTUFFS  IN  WESTEON  OBEECE. 

[Consal  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patras,  Kav.  10.] 

The  prices  of  staple  foodstuffs  held  comparatively  firm  on  the  mar- 
kets of  tlic  Patras  district  during  the  first  sis  months  of  1915,  showins 
little  effect  on  account  of  the  European  war.  With  the  beginning  of 
August,  however,  prices  began  to  show  a  general  unsteaduaess;  and 
from  that  time  up  to  date  have  steadily  risen  for  most  of  the  articles 
of  food. 

The  early  steadiness  of  the  market  and  its  later  tmrest  may  be  at- 
tributed to  the  fact  that  the  district  was  fairly  well  supplied  with 
many  of  the  commodities  imported  during  the  first  months,  large 
stocks  having  been  brouglit  in  against  anticipated  closing  of  the  usual 
foreign  markets.  These  stocks  began  to  be  exhausted  with  the  coming 
of  summer,  and  new  stocks  had  to  be  brought  from  other  markets  at 
heavy  freight  rates.  The  prices  in  some  or  the  domestic  commodities 
are  due  to  shortage  of  supplies;  in  others  the  increase  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted rather  to  sympathetic  than  economic  causes. 

Comparative  Prices  of  Food&tnffs. 

The  following  table  gives  the  prices  current  on  the  retail  market 
of  Patras  for  December,  1914,  and  November.  1915.  Prices  are  given 
in  cents  per  pound,  except  as  otherwise  indicated. 


Articles. 


Sread  (wheat),  poor 

Beef,  ordinary  

Ifuiton,  o-diniu'y... 
Po-k.  o'dinBTT ..... 
Bacon,  b -eakfast... 

Ram,  imiio.'ted  

Fish,  f  ftJi  

Codrlsh.  Eoll  

Cbeenc: 

In  bi-lna  

Hoad  

Imported  

Batter: 

Poor...  

Iinpoled  

Goat's  


ber.iyu. 


CtrU*. 

,;• 

30 
17 
27 
60 
22 
9 

14toU 
2210  34 
41 

a 
» 


Novom- 
ber,  191S. 


Cenu. 
5 
IS 
IS 
17 


34 
121 

16  to  20 
201o33 
4» 

66 
66 
44 


Articles. 


Olkeon  

(  otTee,  ground  

f  iigar  

Rice.  O'dbW'T  

AppleH.G00lCU)g  

Potatoes,  poor  

Onloas  ,  

Eeti,  (able  

Uflk: 

Poor  per  qt 

t  ondensed  per  can 

Eks  per  dot 

Tu'keys,  d'eved  

<  hicttens,  medium  each 

Ducks  do. 


Perem. 
ber.  leu. 


cmt. 


ber.  191  j. 


Gmn. 
15 

Si 


ii 

30 

20 
35 


•None  oOend. 


INCBEASED  SALES  OF  UABGABINE  IN  LEEDS. 

[Consul  Uomer  W.  Byiogton,  Leeds,  Enslaod,  Nov.  17.] 

The  increase  to  2/-  (48  cents)  per  pound  in  the  retail  price  of 
butter  resulted  in  such  a  general  substitution  of  margarine  (12  cents, 
20  cents,  and  24  cents  per  pound)  that  the  retail  price  of  butter  was 
soon  reduced  to  30  and  38  cents  per  pound.  In  the  meantime  the 
substitution  of  margarine  has  proved  so  generally  satisfactory  that 
local  dealers  report  that  only  a  small  proportion  of  their  customers 
have  returned  to  butter  at  the  prices  quoted  above,  and  their  mar- 
garine sales  continue  to  exceed  their  sales  of  butter. 

ISee  report  "  Mni-garlae  Bt^Iaclng  Butter  in  Leeds/'  Couusbck  Repobts 
for  Oct  20,  1»15.J 
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INCBEASEI)  ACnVITT  IN  BABGELONA  COTTOIT  KABKET. 


[CoDBul  General  Carl  Batley  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Bpalo,  Oct.  25.] 

The  increased  activity  of  tiie  Barcelona  cotton  market,  in  the  cam- 
paign year  1914-15,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  495,532  bales 
of  cotton  were  entered  at  this  port,  compared  with  391,066  in  1913-14, 
an  increase  of  more  than  100,000  bales.  During  the  season  of  1912-13 
only  366,473  bales  were  imported. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  encountered,  within  recent  months,  in 
securing  exact  statistics,  owing  to  the  many  hindrances  to  which  the 
importation  of  raw  cotton  has  been  subjected.  The  figures  given  by 
the  cotton  brokers  of  Barcelona  are  as  nearly  correct  as  it  is  possib^e 
to  compute  them  at  the  present  time,  although  they  may  not  be  in 
exact  accordance  with  certain  weekly  statements  hitherto  made  pub- 
lic. The  campaign  season  has  been  calculated  for  this  year  up  to 
July  31,  instead  of  August  31  as  previously.  For  the  purpose  of  com- 
parison, the  amount  of  9,848  bales,  imported  during  August,  1914,  has 
been  included  in  the  number  given  for  the  season  of  1914-15,  and 
consequently  this  number  appears  in  the  totals  given  for  both  seasons. 

The  countries  of  origin,  and  number  of  bales  imported  at  Barce^ 
lona,  during  the  past  three  seasons  were : 


CouDtrias. 

m4-u 

1913-14 

IM3-13 

S<iUs. 
426,569 
10.409 
46.891 
913 
1,S64 

Btiiti. 

376,365 
20  004 
73  4n 
13.377 
7.849 

BaUt. 
2S»,S11 
20.013 
3&.  I» 
li).83S 
2.058 

Egypt  

405,532 

391.006 

au.m 

In  contrast  to  lessened  imports  from  other  countries,  American 
cotton  shows  an  increase  of  150,201  bales  during  the  present  cam- 
paign year,  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  and  136,955  bales  more 
than  in  1912-13.  While  the  falling  off  in  shipments  from  Egypt  is 
insij^ificant,  those  from  India  decreased  by  26,580  bales,  considerably 
in  excess,  however,  of  the  amount  of  Indian  cotton  x^urchased  by 
Spain  in  1912-13. 

GftlTeston  Leads  in  Shipments  of  American  Cotton. 

Of  the  American  cotton  entered  at  Barcelona  during  the  past  three 
campaign  years,  that  from  Galveston  leads,  with  263.438  Dales  this 
season,  an  advance  of  113,838  bales  over  last  season's  shipments.  The 
shipments  by  ports  were : 


Tata. 


Qftlveston . . . 
Savunniih  .  .. 
Now  Orleans 
Charlesion... 
New  Vo'lc... 
WUmlnKton . 
Pensacola.. . . . 
Xndiract  

Tola] .. 


1914-15     1913  14  1912-U 


Bales. 

263  431 
7.';,yr;o 
£3,5S2 
H-.'OO 

6.  m 

(O) 
12.224 


Bah%. 
149  l  OO 

M.P41 

an, 741 
6,nx) 
17, -■m 

G,33C 
3,470 


BaUt. 
171,819 
47,212 
48,S44 

4,ano 

5.863 


1,000 
11,177 


426,666     m.m  I  288.611 
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UNSAHSFACTOBY  BESFOHSES  TO  TBASE  OPPOBTnniTIES. 

[CoDBul  F.  T.  F.  Dnmont,  Florence,  Italj.l 

From  April  8  to  August  30, 1915,  the  Florence  consiilnte  forwarded 
eight  trade  opportunities.  Two  of  these  were  const  ruction- work 
reports  in  which  the  names  and  addresses  of  successful  contractors 
were  given.  A  trial  order  for  sewing  machines  was  placed  as  the 
i-esult  of  correspondence  following  the  publication  of  the  first  of  the 
remaining  six,  but  the  success  attending  the  other  five  vaa  not 
encouraging. 

Take,  for  example,  the  one  based  on  a  request  from  a  sanitary 
engineer  who  wislied  to  get  in  touch  with  manufacturers  of  cold- 
storage  and  refrigerating  plants  and  machinery.  This  Trade  Oppor- 
tunity was  developed  in  connection  with  a  report  which  had  been 
specially  asked  for  by  American  manufacturers,  and  these  same 
manufacturers  had  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  enter  the  Italian 
market  through  this  engineer,  yet  no  replies  whatever  were  received. 
Since  most  of  the  information  contained  in  the  report  referred  to 
was  obtained  from  this  engineer^  it  is  needless  to  say  that  he  was 
considerably  surprised. 

A  Hatter  of  Screw  Sockets. 

The  opportunity  to  furnish  eloctric-lamp  screw  sockets,  at  the  rate 
of  60,000  per  month,  contract  to  run  for  a  term  of  years,  cash  f.  o.  b. 
port  of  shipment,  sample  socket  furnislied  as  model  of  the  goods 
wanted,  brought  the  following  responses: 

"  We  are  advised  by  our  consular  service  that  you  are  in  the 
market  for  electrical  supplies  and  are  sending  catalogue  under  sepa- 
rate cover.  If  .you  can  advise  us  what  material  you  are  interested 
in,  we  shall  be  glad  to  quote  you." 

Also:  "We  understand  that  you  are  on  the  market  for  a  large 
number  of  screw  bases  for  lamp  sockets.  We  are  manufacturers  of 
all  kinds  of  miniature  lighting  devices  and  we  would  be  glad  to  give 
you  figures  on  any  of  our  products.  We  are  sending  you  catalogues 
under  separate  cover  of  our  specialties." 

A  printed  card  was  received  from  a  firm  of  customhouse  brokers 
offering  to  buy  goods  on  commission. 

It  is  evident  that  the  concerns  answering  this  Trade  Opportunity 
either  road  it  carelessly  or  failed  to  examine  the  sample  case  for- 
warded by  this  office.  In  the  meantime  a  French  house  secured  an 
order  for  200,000  bases. 

Italian  Language  and  Metric  TTnlts  Wanted, 

As  to  the  otlicr  Opportunities,  no  replies  were  received,  or  the 
prices  quoted  were  too  high,  or  negotiations  have  not  yet  reached  a 
definite  stage. 

In  practically  every  Trade  Opportunity  from  this  office  a  reply 
in  either  Italian  or  French  is  requested,  with  weights  and  measures 
in  the  metric  system.  Twenty-two  such  Opportunities  have  been 
transmitted  during  the  last  year;  this  office  has  seen  but  one  i*eply  in 
any  language  otiier  than  English. 
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TULLE  KAHUPACTmtB  IS  SWITZEBLAKD. 

As  the  starting  of  a  new  branch  of  industry  is  always  interesting, 
says  the  Textile  Slercurv  (Manchester,  England ) ,  so  the  recent  intro- 
duction of  tulle  manufacture  into  Switzerhind  is  worthy  of  note. 
That  the  establishment  has  not  been  without  difficulty  is  shown  by  the 
failure  of  the  first  experiment,  which  was  made  in  Wattenwil  five 
yeai^  ago — a  failure  due  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Swiss  fac- 
tory regulations,  under  which  night  work  was  forbidden.  This  ordi- 
nance intei-posed  a  great  obstacle  to  the  manufacture,  inasmuch  as  (so 
it  is  contended)  the  longer  the  machine  or  loom  stands  idle  the  more 
prejudicial  it  is  to  the  quality  of  the  products,  which  requires  the 
warmth  generated  by  continuous  working  of  the  loom. 

With  the  institution  of  a  new  ordinance  permitting  both  day  and 
night  work  a  new  undertaking  was  launched  on  a  modest  scale  at 
Munchwilen.  This  manufactory  has  20  looms  running,  and  uses  up 
to  240's  yarn,  though  wlien  the  need  arises  it  can  go  up  to  3O0's.  The 
manufactory  employs  over  100  persons,  and  a  skilled  weaver  can  earn 
from  80  to  90  francs  f$15.44  to  $17.37]  per  fortnight.  Thus  this 
manufactory  at  Munchwilen  (Thurgau)  has  the  credit  attached 
to  pioneer  undertakings,  while  the  more  recent  establishment  of  a  firm 
like  that  of  the  Swiss  Tulle  Co.  (Glarus),  with  a  share  capital  which 
has  just  been  raised  to  1,000,000  francs  [$193,000],  testifies  to  the  fact 
that  a  new  path  has  been  opened  up. 


FOKEiaH  TITLES  FOB  AURICAK  MOVIHO-FICTUBE  FILKS. 

[CommerclRl  Agent  B.  C.  Porter,  New  York.] 

In  a  recent  interview  with  a  person  connected  with  the  moving- 
picture  industry  in  Porto  Rico  and  Cuba,  he  stated  that  American 
films  are  not  used  to  any  degree  in  those  countries,  although  the  in- 
dustry has  developed  rapidly.  That  American  firms  are  not  ^ving 
^cial  attention  to  the  needs  and  tastes  of  the  people;  that  it  has 
been  difficult  to  secure  Spanish  titles  for  films;  and  that  only  one 
American  company  has  made  a  specialty  of  using  Spanish  titles  for 
films  shown  in  Porto  Bico  and  Cuba. 


PEOBUCTION  OF  DUTCH  EITBBEE  COHFANIES. 

[CoDBUl  Prank  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  Not.  4.] 

According  to  the  Amsterdam  press,  the  reports  of  six  Dutch  rubber 
companies  show  large  increases  in  production  this  year  over  1914. 
The  total  output  in  the  first  10  months  of  1915  was  818,213  pounds,  as 
compared  with  530,944  pounds  in  the  calendar  year  1914.  The  returns 
for  each  month,  in  most  of  the  reports,  show  an  increase  for  1915 
over  1914. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  DomMtio  Conuneroe, 

ITew  York,  Room  409  United  States  Cnstomhoiife;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Cnstomhoase;  Chicago.  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonls.  402  Third 
Kational  Bank  Bnilding;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Ofllce  Building;  ITew  Orleans.  1020 
Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Castomhonse;  Seattle, 
&22  Alaska  Bnllding.  Cooperative  branch  offioeB:  Cleveland.  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati.  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angelas,  C>taraber  of  Commeroe; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  f  hlladelpMa,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FOBEIOXr  TRADE  OPPOBTUHITIES. 

[Whm  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  ma;  be  obtained  from  the  Bwwv  or  Its  l»mM«b 

offllcea.] 

Can,  No.  19446. — bnslness  man  Id  Brazil  Informs  an  American  consular 
ofllcer  that  he  Is  In  the  market  for  sugar-cane  cars  of  from  5  to  lU  tons, 
gauge  75  centimeters  In  one  case  and  1  met»  In  another.  Correspoodeuce 
may  be  In  English. 

Motor  car.  No.  19447. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  writes  that  a  roan 
In  his  district  la  In  the  market  for  a  gasoline  motor  car  to  be  used  on  a 
track  having  a  gauge  of  60  centimeters. 

Aluviinum  foil.  No.  19448. — A  business  man  in  Denmark  has  loforraed  an 
Anierioon  consulnr  officer  that  he  wishes  to  purchase  for  his  own  account 
aluminum  foil.  Samples  and  detailed  Information  as  to  color,  thickness, 
etc..  should  be  sent  at  once.  Reference  is  given.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Babcrdashery,  liostery,  etc..  No.  19449. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France 
reports  that  a  merchunt  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  ex- 
porters or  manufacturers  of  haberdashery,  underwear  of  all  hinds,  hosiery, 
etc.  Catalogues  and  full  Information  sh<rald  be  sent  at  once.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  In  English.   Reference  is  given. 

Windoio  gloM,  No.  194.%. — A  Arm  of  wholesale  glass  dealers  in  Unii^ay  has 
Informed  an  American  consular  ofiirer  that  It  wishes  to  Import  window 
glass  from  the  United  States.   Correspondence  Is  preferred  in  Spanish, 

and  uieasumuents  should  be  In  the  metric  system. 

Machine  toolt,  No.  19451. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that 
a  business  man  in  his  district  Is  fn  tlie  market  for  machine  tools  used  in 
ehopA  in  conn(N7tion  with  sugar  factories.  UIgli-prlced  modern  mauufac- 
turing  tools  are  not  wanted. 

Cotton  yarn.  No.  19452. — A  business  man  in  South  Africa  has  Informed  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  prices  and  full  Informa- 
tion relatiTO  to  cotton  yarns  unetl  In  the  manufacture  of  medium  and  low- 
grade  hosiery  and  underwear  for  women  and  diildren.  Information  rela- 
tive to  packing  and  shipping  charges  Is  desired. 

Tam»,  No.  19453. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Denmark  r^rts  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  Is  anxious  to  purchase  yarns,  threads,  etc.,  of  wool, 
cotton,  and  linen.  The  firm  also  wishes  to  secure  an  exclusive  agency  in 
tills  line  for  the  whole  of  Scandinavia  and.  If  possible,  Finland  and  Russia. 
Reference  Is  given. 

Coil  scat  apringa.  No.  19454. — A  firm  of  wholesale  merchants  In  the  United 
Kingdom  informs  an  American  con^nlar  officer  that  It  wishes  to  receive 
quotations  on  gross  lots  of  coll  seat  springs  for  furniture  and  upholstering 
in  the  following  standard  sizes:  4  by  12,  5  by  12,  8  by  12,  7  by  S.  8  by  8. 
8  by  0,  8  by  10.  7  by  10,  and  7  by  9. 

Uanganeae  peroxide.  No.  194S5. — An  American  consular  otRcer  in  Russia  re- 
ports that  a  Qrm  In  his  ilistrlct  wlslies  the  services  of  an  agent  to  repn- 
sent  !t  in  tlie  United  States.  The  firm  wishes  to  dispose  of  large  quaati> 
ties  of  manganese  peroxide. 

Machinery,  No.  19456. — ^A  business  man  in  Brazil  informs  an  American  consnlnr 
officer  that  he  wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  etc.,  relative  to  machin- 
ery for  sugar  mills.  It  Is  stated  that  the  machines  wanted  should  not 
exceed  an  output  of  1,000  bags  of  75  kilos. 

Paints,  oOa,  and  colors.  No.  19457. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  ofllcer  In 
India  states  that  a  firm  Is  In  the  market  for  paints,  oils,  and  colors.  The 
Arm  also  exports  casein  and  shellac,  and  would  be  glad  to  correspond  with 
manufacturers  of  these  articles.  Bank  references  are  given. 

Essential  oils.  No.  19458.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  reports  that  a 
firm  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  Importers  of  essential  oils,  such 
OS  lemon,  orange,  and  bergnmot,  with  a  view  to  establlslilug  commercial 
relations. 
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SHIBTEBS'  EZPOKT  SECLABATXONS  AHS  EZFOBT  FBOGEBUBE. 

Treasurt  Department, 
Washington^  D.  (7.,  December  4,  1015. 
To  collectors  of  customs  and  others  conc&med: 

In  order  to  p;ive  shippers  and  others  concerned  further  time  in 
which  to  f amiharize  themselves  with  the  provisions  of  T.  D.  35708, 
relative  to  shippers'  declarations  and  export  procedure,  and  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  the  necessary  blank  forms,  the  date  upon  which 
said  circular  becomes  effective  is  changed  from  January  1  to  Febru- 
ai-j- 1,  lOlC. 

(Signed)         W.  G.  McAdoo, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury* 
(Signed)         AVilliam  C.  Redfield, 

Secretary  of  Commerce, 


CONDITION  OF  EaYPTIAN  COTTON  CHOP. 

[Consul  Artbar  Qarrcls.  Alexandria,  Not.  4.] 

According  to  the  Bulletin  of  the  Egyptian  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
for  October.  1915,  the  weather  is  favorable  for  the  cotton  crop  though 
cold  and  damp,  especially  at  night,  with  a  certain  amount  of  morning 
fogs.  The  water  supply  is  ample.  The  pink  boll  worm  continues  its 
ravages  and  practically  all  the  bolls  remaining  in  Lower  Egypt  are 
now  attacked.  In  Upper  Egypt  attacks  from  both  species  of  boll 
wonn  continue,  especially  in  Fayum.  Specially  satisfactory  results 
of  the  second  picking  were  obtained  in  some  Upper  Egypt  Provinces. 
In  Lower  Egypt,  however,  this  picking  gave  only  cotton  of  inferior 
quality.  The  gathering  of  the  crop  in  Upper  Egypt  is  nearly  finished. 
The  law  for  the  destruction  of  remaining  boTfa  on  cotton  is  being 
rigorously  enforced  with  a  view  to  the  more  complete  reduction  of  the 
infesting  boll  worms. 

From  arrivals  of  new  crop  cotton  in  Alexandria,  it  appears  that  the 
1915-16  crop  will  be  inferior  in  quality.  In  a  resume  of  the  cotton 
situation  the  Alexandria  General  Produce  Association  says:  "In- 
formation received  allows  us  to  give  an  estimate  of  a  crop  of  43  mil- 
lions cantars  (950,000  bales  of  500  pounds  each),  including  last  sea- 
son's cotton  that  still  remains  in  the  interior." 

16493'— 15  920 
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CITBA  PBOSFEBOtrS  AND  BUSIKKSS  OtTTIOOK  GOOD. 

JSpedR]  Ageat  Garrard  Ilarrla.] 

Conditions  in  Cuba  are  very  favorable  for  the  opening  of  new  lines 
of  business.  The  eflfeets  of  the  recent  years  of  low  prices  for  sugar  are 
rapidly  disappearing  as  a  result  of  the  profitable  prices  prevailing 
during  the  Kuropean  war.  There  has  been  a  widespread  liquidation 
of  old  indebtedness.  Banks  have  been  liberal  with  advances,  and 
money  has  been  easier  to  obtain  from  private  sources.  Optimism 
prevails  in  nearly  all  lines. 

The  grinding  season  of  1914^15  has  just  closed,  and  the  accepted 
figures  are  that  the  crop  consisted  of  2,58-2,845  tons,  valued  at 
$•204,000,000,  or  more  thiin  $08  per  capita  for  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  on  the  island.  The  prospects  are  good  for  the  new  grinding 
season,  which  begins  in  December.  The  cane  crop  is  well  grown  and 
a  large  yield  is  anticipated,  some  of  the  experts  even  going  as  far  as 
to  predict  a  3,000,000-ton  crop.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  somewhat 
larger  than  that  of  1914-15.  The  good  prices  have  stimulated  an 
increase  in  acreage  to  some  extent.  Less  fertilizer  has  been  used  on 
the  crop  maturing,  it  is  stated,  than  heretofore,  owing  to  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  proper  constituents,  and  this  will  tend  to  make  the 
profits  somewhat  larger  where  this  has  been  the  case. 

Until  the  end  of  April,  1915,  sugar  was  quoted  at  so  many  reales 
(Spanish)  per  arroba  (25  pounds),  l>ut  since  the  first  of  May,  the  quo- 
tations have  been  in  centavos,  or  cents,  per  pound,  and  will  cicmtinue  to 
be  so  quoted. 

Many  of  the  centrals  and  ingenios  have  taken  advantage  of  the  good 
prices,  and  easily  obtained  money  to  replace  antiquated  machinery 
with  more  modem  equipment,  thus  being  able  to  effect  economies  in 
production  and  at  the  same  lime  increase  output.  Owners  of  these 
up-to-date  mills  feel  sure  that  even  when  there  is  a  return  to  low 
prices,  after  the  European  war,  operations  will  still  be  profitable. 
Big  Orders  for  Hachlnery  from  TTnlted  States. 

The  quantity  of  new  sugar  machinery  already  imported  or  contracted 
for  is  somethmg  tremendous,  and  all  of  it  coming  from  the  United 
States.  Great  efforts  are  being  made  to  get  installations  complete  for 
the  season,  which  begins  next  month,  and  manufacturers  in  the  States 
arc  rushing  the  work  as  rapidly  as  x>ossible.  Indications  are  that  more 
equipment  will  be  purchased  during  the  coming  year,  the  newer  mills 
forcmg  the  older  ones,  in  self-defense,  to  bring  their  equipment  up  to 
modem  standards.  Kumors  of  new  organizations  to  go  into  sugar 
making  may  be  heard. 

The  tobacco  growers  have  suffered  considerably  from  the  war. 
Germany  was  a  large  customer,  taking  $1,109,506  worth  in  1914, 
That  market  is  practically  eliminated,  as  also  is  Austria-Hungary. 
England  has  cut  down  importations.  But  the  depression  in  tooaeco 
is  confined  to  certain  areas  and  do^  not  play  a  very  important  part 
in  the  general  business  situation.  Exportations  to  South  America 
and  to  Spain  have  increased. 

The  tourist  season  has  opened  up  very  favorably  at  Habana  and 
the  winter  race  meet  is  expected  to  bring  a  largely  augmented  crowd 
of  winter  visitors.  Taken  altogether,  business  conditions  in  the  island 
are  good  and  the  time  is  opportime  for  the  opening  of  new  lines 
and  pushing  established  ones. 
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UAKIHa  AS  EXPORT  FOUCT. 

"  Let  me  urge  first  and  at  all  times  that  we  b©  businesslike  in  our 
methods  of  getting  foreign  trade.  Let  me  urge  that  we  use  the  same 
sane,  commonsense  business  methods  which  have  been  so  successful 
in  domestic  trade."  This  was  the  keynote  of  the  address  on  "The 
Making  of  an  Export  Policy,"  by  Dr.  Edward  Ewing  Pratt,  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  delivered  Decem- 
ber 7  before  the  International  Trade  Conference  held  in  New  York 
under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers. 
He  repeatedly  urged  sanity  and  businesslike  methods  in  developing 
export  trade. 

After  touching  on  the  markets  open  to  the  exporter.  Dr.  Pratt  took 
up  the  more  technical  problems  that  must  be  studied  before  an  actual 
entry  is  made  into  foreign  fields.  "  The  problems  which  I  want  to  raise 

with  you  here  to-day,"  he  said,  "  are  all  of  them  problems  which  you 
have  settled  with  reference  to  yoiir  domestic  business.  They  now 
present  themselves  in  connection  with  export  trade  from  a  different 
angle.  To  these  decisions  you  must  apply  your  usual  and  ordinary 
business  tests.  They  are  quite  ample." 

If  it  is  decided  to  embark  in  the  export  business,  a  decision  must 
be  made  as  to  the  executive  direction  of  the  export  department  of  the 
business  and  as  to  the  selection  of  possible  markets.  The  speaker 
urged  that  no  less  an  officer  than  the  vice  president  should  be  put  in 
charge  of  the  export  department,  or  if  the  business  was  too  small  for 
a  separate  department  the  executive  head  of  the  firm  should  give  his 
personal  attention  to  the  foreign  business.  The  selection  of  markets 
IS  also  of  primal^  importance.  "If  you  can  make  that  decision 
without  personal  mvestigation,  well  and  good ;  if  you  can  not,  then 
go  and  see  for  yourself." 

The  subject  of  selling  policies  was  dealt  with  at  length  by  Dr. 
Pratt,  who  took  up  one  after  another  the  many  technical  questions 
witli  which  the  exporters  and  manufacturers  are  confronted  when 
tliey  come  to  decide  just  what  methods  they  want  to  adopt  in  selling 
to  foreign  markets.  The  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  selling 
direct,  selling  through  a  manufacturer's  a^ent,  and  dealing  through 
an  export  commission  house  were  taken  up  in  turn. 

A  word  of  warning  was  extended  to  manufacturers  who  may  bo 
planning  to  dump  goods  in  foreign  markets  at  prices  lower  than 
charged  in  the  domestic  market.  "  If  you  have  decided  to  dump  a 
surplus  product  in  foreign  markets  at  prices  lower  than  those  which 
you  charge  in  domestic  markets,  have  you  fully  taken  into  considera- 
tion  the  ract  that  you  have  made  the  definite  decision  that  you  are  not 
going  into  foreign  trade?"  asked  the  speaker. 

Dr.  Pratt  maintained  that  if  the  manufacturer  intended  to  do 
business  direct  he  must  be  prepared  to  finance  his  shipments  at  90 
days'  sight  or  longer.  "  If  you  want  your  money  in  advance  or  in 
casli,  you  must  do  business  through  a  middleman,"  he  explained.  If 
the  manufacturer  intends  to  deal  direct  and  extend  the  usual  credits, 
he  must  also  collect  some  of  this  information  at  first  hand.  And  he 
must  be  prepared  to  run  tlie  usual  credit  risks. 
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no  SCABCITT  OF  STITUUIHO  WISE  IN  SCOHANI). 

[Consul  J.  N.  UcCanD,  Glasgow,  NOr.  10.] 

There  is  no  present  st-arcity  of  stapling  wires  and  boxmaker's  and 
bookbinder's  wires  in  Glasgow.  The  chief  source  of  supply  is  the 
town  of  Cleckheaton,  near  Birmingham,  England.  From  inter- 
views with  several  of  the  leading  consumers  it  appears  that  the 
principal  gauges  used  are  19  to  '23  flat-  and  round  steel  wire.  Of 
course  there  is  a  very  mn-^h  smaller  gauge  used  for  binding  time 
tables,  diaries,  and  smaller  classes  of  work.  Wires  are  usually  sup- 
plied in  reels  or  spools  and  the  average  number  of  stitches  cm,  say* 
No.  23  reel  is  30,000  and  the  weight  is  estimated  at  about  8  pounds. 

One  of  the  leading  printing  and  bookbinding  firms  in  Glasgov? 
states  that  for  some  time  past  it  has  been  using  iron  wire  in  place  of 
steel  wire.  The  firm  explains  thai  its  chief  work  is  done  on  Amer- 
ican wire  stitching  machines,  and  that  it  is  thoroughly  satisfied 
with  the  results. 

Onrrent  Prices. 

The  market  prices  for  the  current  month  on  several  of  the  prin- 
cipal sizes  of  best  round  mild-steel  stitching  machine  wire  are: 


Oanis. 

Prtn  por  pound  for— 

PriM  Mr  113 
pouiub  lor  13 

SDOOb 

1  toSspools. 

6  to  11  spools. 

waa  OTtr. 

17/ai 

ID.  IS 

to. 11} 

tlO.M 

22 

.13 

11.13 

23 

.1« 

11.43 

24 

.17 

ill* 

11.08 

2S 

.18 

13.53 

as 

At 

18.01 

27 

.21 

.10 

14.  S3 

28 

.23 

:I3 

15.74 

2» 

.33 

ia.86 

SO 

.24 

.18 

10.90 

Spools  chargsd  Bt  IE  cents  weh  and  nedltod  when  returned  In  good  eoDdltlOB  fluriago  paid.  Hntl* 

dredweighl  lots  delivered  carriage  paid. 

Bookblnden  Buy  Direct. 

American  exporters  desirous  of  getting  into  this  market  should 
quote  a  price  delivered  here.  Other  manufacturers  of  wire  follow  this 
course,  and  most  of  them  have  agents  on  the  spot  who  carry  stocks  and 
call  on  consumers  regularly.  Bookbinders  always  buy  direct  from 
manufacturers  or  through  their  representatives,  and  only  the  smaller 
printers  take  any  intere^  in  jobbers. 

[Samples  of  the  Iron  wire  used  by  one  of  the  leading  Glasgow  boolcblnderles 
may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its 
branches.  A  list  of  the  principal  users  of  stltchln;;  wire  In  the  Scotch  metrc^lls 
may  be  obtained  from  the  same  offices.  Refer  to  flle  No.  60234.] 


A  list  of  the  automobiles  authorized  to  use  the  highways  of  the 
municipality  of  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  with  the  names  and  addresses  of 
their  owners,  has  been  forwarded  by  Consul  Richard  M.  Bnrtleman 
and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  69,082.  According  to  the 
lastest  statistics~those  for  1014r— the  estimated  population  of  the 
municipality  was  81,502,  and  that  of  the  city  of  Cienfuegos  34,546. 
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BELFAST  OFENDra  FOB  AHEBIGAIT  GLASSWABE. 

[CoDsol  Honter  Sharp,  Belfast,  Ireland,  Oct  22.] 

There  is  a  good  demand  here  for  plate  and  sheet  glass,  bottles  used 
in  the  mineral  water  trade,  table  glass,  and  pressed  glass,  but  the  only 
Tray  by  which  American  manufacturers  can  hope  to  obtain  a  share  in 
the  trade  of  this  market  is  by  close  study  of  its  requirements.  Some 
particulars  of  patterns  and  prices  of  glass  articles  which  were  for- 
merly imported  into  Belfast  from  European  countries  are  here  giv^ : 

Plain  glass  jug  (tankard  shape) — to  hold  1  pint,  $8.76  per  gross; 
li  pints,  $10.22;  2  pints,  $10.95.  These  are  packed  in  cases  of  10 
dozen  to  12^  dozen. 

Molded  wine  glass,  5  inch— $1.82  per  gross,  in  cases  of  50  dozen. 

Molded  wine  glass,  with  fern  (sand  blast),  6  inch — per  gross, 
in  cases  of  50  dozen. 

Tumbler,  plain  blown  (light) — to  hold  ^  quart,  $1.82  per  gross,  in 
50-do2en  cases;  ^  pint,  $2.43  per  gross,  in  25-dozen  cases;  f  pint, 
$8.16  per  gross,  in  15-dozen  cases. 

Tumbler,  molded  (heavy) — to  hold  i  quart,  $1.82  per  gross,  in  50- 
dozen  cases;  ^  pint,  $2.31  per  gross,  in  25-dQzen  cases;  ^  pint,  $3.65 
per  gross,  in  15-dozen  cases. 

Tumbler,  molded  {heavy  bottom) — to  hold  i  quart,  $2.43  per 
gross,  in  50-dozen  cases;  i  pint,  $3.04  per  gross,  in  25-dozen  cases; 
f  pint,  $4.01  per  gross,  in  16-dozen  cases. 

Tumbler,  flanged  or  bell  shape  (heavy  bottom) — to  hold  i  quart, 
$2.55  per  p^oss,  in  50-dozen  cases;  i  pint,  $3.40  per  gross,  in  35-dozen 
cases;  |  pint,  $4.01  per  gross,  in  15-dozen  cases;  up  to  $4.38  per  gross. 

Carafe,  plain  (tnin) — $7.30  per  gross,  in  cases  of  10  dozen  to 
12^  dozen. 

Carafe,  key-and-circle  pattern — $10.22  to  $10.95  per  gross,  in 
cases  of  10  dozen  to  12^  dozen. 

Thin  tumbler,  blown,  key-and-circle  pattern — to  hold  ^  pint,  ■ 
$3.40  per  gross,  in  cases  of  25  dozen. 
Popular  Bottle  Vsed  in  Frodnotloa  of  Aerated  Water. 

A  popular  bottle  used  here  for  aerated  water  is  a  container  for 
ginger  ale  holding  10  ounces  and  weighing  from  16  to  17  ounces,  with 
an  approximate  cost  of  from  $3.28  to  $3.41  per  gross,  delivered  in 
Belfast.  It  is  claimed  by  local  manufacturers  of  mineral  and  aerated 
waters  that  American  bottles  are  no  stronger  than  those  now  being 
handled  in  this  market,  yet  they  are  a  much  better  color  (clearer 
glass),  and  if  American  manufacturers  could  deliver  bottles  in  Bel- 
fast at  about  the  prices  here  reported,  preference  would  be  given 
to  the  American  wares.  Prices  should  be  quoted  for  delivery  in  Bel- 
fast in  all  cases. 

(For  general  locul  trade  conditions  Interested  persons  tire  referred  to  the  re- 
port from  Belfast  publishe<l  in  Cuumeuce  IEepobts  for  Kov.  1915. 
Lists  of  the  principal  locnl  flnm  handlin};  fflassware  may  bo  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Poreipn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Refer 
to  file  No.  68.900.] 

Saniples  of  rice  from  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  accompanying  a  repoi't 
from  Consul  Maddin  Summers,  telling  of  the  short  rice  crop  in  that 
State,  which  was  publislied  in  Cousierce  Keports  for  September  28, 
1915j  have  been  received,  and  will  be  loaned  to  interested  persons  on 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.  Befer  to  file  Ko.  65,838. 
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COHHEBCIAL  HOTES  FBOH  JAPJlK. 

rPreu  excerpts  transmitted  by  Conanl  General  George  H.  Scidmore,  Yokobama,  Nor.  s.] 
Establishment  of  Sino-Japanese  Bank. 

Some  time  ago  the  Government  invit«d  Japanese  bankers  and 
publicists  to  submit  their  views  on  the  proposed  establishment  of  a 
iSino-Japanese  bank.   It  is  now  stated  that  the  authorities  have  fin- 
ished drafting  regulations  for  the  proposed  undertaking,  which  will 
be  introduced  in  the  next  session  of  the  diet.   It  is  proposed,  accord- 
ing to  the  "Yorodzu"  (Tokyo),  to  establish  the  head  office  in 
Shanghai  and  branches  in  tiie  principal  cities  of  China,  with  a 
capital  of  20,000,000  yen  ($9,900,000),  which  is  to  be  raised  from 
among  both  Japanese  and  Chinese.    The  new  bank  will  be  invested 
with  the  right  of  issuing  paper  currency  and  granted  a  subsidy  by 
the  Japanese  Government  when  its  profite  are  not  sufficient  to  enable 
it  to  pay  a  7  per  cent  dividend. 
Increased  Bank  Deposits. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  war  the  maximum  amount  of  idle  money 
in  the  hands  of  the  Tokyo  Associated  Banks  used  to  be  about 
60,000,000  yen  ($24,900,000),  and  the  minimum  20,000j000  yen 
($9,960,000).  Since  the  war  it  has  been  steadily  increasing.  On 
September  25  it  amounted  to  77,000,000  yen  ($3S,346,000),  and 
on  October  23,  1915,  it  jumped  to  83,000,000  yen  ($41,334,000),  a 
figiire  unprecedentedly  high,  as  compared  with  Che  51,000,000  yen 
(^,398,000)  recorded  for  the  corresponding  day  of  last  year. 

Shipbuilding  Operations. 

The  Osaka  "  Asahi "  says  that  in  the  various  shipbuilding  yards  in 
Japan  65  steamers,  of  some  289,450  tons,  are  now  under  construction 
for  Japanese  and  foreign  firms.  Eight  vessels,  representing  53,000 
tons,  have  been  built  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  or  are  nearing 
completion,  while  the  majority  of  the  remainder  are  expected  to  be 
completed  next  year.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  present  war,  the  im- 
portation of  steamers  from  abroad  has  been  impossible,  and  because  of 
this  all  the  shipbuilding  yards  are  unprecedentedly  active. 

The  following  shows  the  number  and  the  total  tonnage  of  foreign 
steamers  imported  into  this  country  during  the  past  five  years:  1910, 
20  of  40,268  tons;  1911,  49  of  129,454  tons;  1912,  39  of  84,968  tons; 
1913,  72  of  205,200  tons;  and  1914, 38  of  97,123  tons. 

Extending  Wool  Top  Producing  Plants. 

In  view  of  the  situation  in  the  woolen  market  some  of  the  Japanese 
woolen  millers  are  inaugurating  or  increasing  their  top-producing 
plants.  The  Nippon  Woolen  Co.,  for  instance,  has  decided  to  extend 
its  tops  mill,  which  was  originally  designed  to  turn  over  between 
150,000  pounds  and  200,000  pounds  for  the  company's  weaving  de- 
partment, and  to  produce  between  250,000  pounds  and  300,000  pounds 
in  the  future,  with  a  view  not  only  to  increasing  the  supply  to  the 
company's  weaving  mill,  but  to  meeting  the  requirements  of  other 
companies  which  have  no  top-i>roducing  mill  of  their  own.  An  order 
has  Deen  placed  with  a  certain  French  machine  shop  through  its 
Osaka  agent  for  the  machinery  to  be  installed  in  the  new  mill,  which 
is  planned  to  be  in  full  operation  by  April  of  next  year. 
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The  Osaka  Muslin  Co.,  too,  is  reported  to  have  decided  to  inaugu- 
rate the  manufacture  of  tops  in  the  near  future  as  side  worfc  Ma- 
chines are  reported  to  have  oeen  ordered  from  France. 
Inereased  Demand  fur  Glau  Bottlei. 

"With  the  progress  of  the  war  in  Europe  the  demand  for  glass 
bottles  manufactured  in  Japan  is  fast  increasing  in  India,  Aus- 
tralia, and  other  countries  in  the  South  Pacific.  P'rom  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States  many  orders  are  forthcoming.  The 
demand  is  especially  acute  in  Australia,  and  it  is  reported  that  very 
large  orders  have  recently  been  received  from  that  country.  The 
manufacturers  in  Tokyo,  Osaka,  and  other  cities  are  now  devoting 
their  energies  entirely  to  the  filling  of  orders  from  abroad. 

Shipmentt  of  Bean  Oil  for  United  States. 

According  to  the  Osaka  "Asahi,"  the  shipments  of  bean-oil  from 
Japan  to  England  and  the  United  States  are  considerable.  Since 
the  latter  part  of  November  orders  for  20,000  cases  have  been  re- 
ceived from  New  York,  and  it  is  expected  that  further  orders  will 
be  forthcoming  from  that  quarter.  From  Dairen  upward  of  84.000 
cnses  have  recently  been  shipped  to  New  York  on  the  steamer 
Lincoln.  Hitherto  the  oil  has  been  forwarded  exclusively  to  Eng- 
land, whence  it  is  reshipped  to  the  United  States. 


WOBE  OP  COAST  AND  OEODETIC  SITBTET  IK  AIASEA. 

Wire-drag  part^  No.  3  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey,  workmg  in  Alaska  under  the  direction  of  J.  A.  Daniels, 
closed  work  in  the  northern  part  of  Clarence  Strait  on  October  12. 
Remarkably  fine  weather  was  experienced  throughout  the  season 
and  good  progress  was  made.  A  total  of  338  square  miles  of  area 
was  covered  by  this  party,  125  square  miles  in  Revillagigedo  Channel, 
between  Twin  Island  and  Lord  Rocks,  and  214  square  miles  in  Clar- 
ence Strait,  from  Guard  Island  to  Snow  Passage.  This  is  a  larger 
area  than  has  heretofore  been  covered  by  a  single  drag  party  in  one 
season.  Several  important  dangers  were  found,  two  of  which  had 
been  marked  with  buoys  by  the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  befoi'e  the 
party  left  Alaska.  Between  Ketchikan  and  Snow  Passage  there  are 
now  five  rocks  marked  by  buoys  that  have  been  found  with  the  drag 
in  the  past  two  seasons.  In  addition  to  the  wire-drag  work,  triangu- 
lation  and  topography  were  made  a  part  of  the  regular  work  of  the 
party. 

AVire-drag  party  No.  4,  under  L.  O.  Colbert,  also  included  trian- 
gulation  and  shore-line  revision  in  its  program  of  work.  The  area 
covered  with  the  drag  extends  fi'om  the  southern  entrance  to  vShakan 
Bay,  around  Point  Baker  to  Point  Colpoys.  A  small  gap  in  Snow 
Passage  now  separates  the  limits  of  the  areas  dragged  oy  parties 
Nos.  3  and  4. 

The  work  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Baker  was  difficult,  owing  to 
adverse  currents.  Tidal  swirls  in  varying  directions  swept  the 
launches  off  their  coui-ses,  and  the  equipment  was  endangered  by 
gi'ounding  on  shoals  previously  found.  The  area  dragged  by  party 
Ko.  4  was  170  square  miles. 
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AHEBICAH  IHTEBESTS  AFFECTED  BY  CITBAiBr  IXECBEE. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

The  very  considerable  American  interests  in  the  island  of  Cuba, 
and  the  Isle  of  Pines,  as  a  part  of  that  Republic,  are  affected  by  the 
latest  Cuban  presidential  decree  on  the  subject  of  the  conversion  of 
contracts,  which  heretofore  by  their  terms  were  payable  in  Spanish 
or  French  gold.  The  decree  applies  to  all  classes  of  contracts,  whether 
for  land  payments,  services,  or  deliveries  of  merchandise. 

This  recent  and  probably  the  final  decree  looking  to  readjustment 
of  the  financial  system  of  Cuba  is  important  in  another  particular, 
in  that  it  is  a  virtual  recession  from  the  first  decree  of  September  11, 
modified  supplementally  a  few  days  later,  in  which  the  rate  at  which 
the  Spanish  and  French  gold  coins  of  $5.30  value  might  be  converted 
to  the  new  Cuban  money  was  given.  The  first  decree,  of  September 
11,  fixed  the  conversion  rate  at  $5  (Cuban  and  United  States  currency, 
now  the  only  legal  tender  in  Uie  Kepubltc).  The  modification  of  a 
few  days  later  put  the  conversion  rate  at  $4.82,  at  which  it  has  stood, 
nnd  at  which  the  great  bulk  of  foreign  gold  in  commercial  circulation, 
has  been  exchanged. 

This  last  decree  of  November  22  on  the  conversion  of  contracts 
very  plainly  departs  from  the  former  pronouncement  and  allows 
the  rate  to  be  a^eed  upon  br  the  parties  to  the  contract,  for  there 
are  several  allu^ons  to  the  "agreements  regarding  the  conversion 
of  foreign  currency  into  legal  circulating  medium  and  "  the  con- 
version of  money  agreed  upon"  and  "the  rate  of  exchange,"  which 
leavec  tlie  contracting  parties  free,  manifestly,  to  make  their  own 
rate  of  conversion  and  exchange  such  as  may  be  expedient  or 
mutually  agreeable  and  satisfactory  to  themselves.  The  new  agree- 
ments are  relieved  of  registration  costs  and  tax  fees. 

Chief  Provlsloiu  of  the  Decree,  as  Affeoting  Gontracts. 

In  all  contracts  which  are  registered  as  public  documents  the 
agreements  regarding  the  conversion  of  foreign  currency  into  legal 
circulating  medium  can  be  made  by  deed  before  the  various  authori- 
ties. *  *  *  In  the  document  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  both 
interested  parties  appeared  (giving  details  of  names  and  character 
in  which  they  appear,  etc.),  followed  by  a  clear  reference  to  the 
original  deed  or  contract,  date,  official  authorizing  the  same;  and 
if  made  before  a  public  notary,  the  number  of  the  document;  limit- 
ing themselves  in  the  substantial  part  to  the  amount  involved  in 
foreign  currency  and  the  rate  of  exchange,  and  amount  to  be  paid 
in  legal  circulating  medium;  referring  also  to  the  volume,  page,  and 
number  of  the  registered  property  inscription  or  document,  as  the 
case  may  be. 

The  conversion  of  money  agreed  upon  in  these  documents,  when 
they  contain  no  other  stipulations  affecting  the  original  document, 
will  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  realty  taxes,  or  taxes  on  the  trans- 
fer of  property,  and  the  document  need  not  be  presented  to  the  liqui- 
dating tax  office. 

With  the  authorized  copies  of  these  documents,  must  be  presented, 
in  the  property  or  mercantile  register,  the  ori^nal  deed  or  contract, 
and  the  contents  will  be  noted  by  such  register  in  the  entry  subsequent 
to  the  deed  affected  by  the  same.  These  ag^-eements  go  into  effect  witii 
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reference  to  third  parties  from  and  after  the  date  of  registration. 
The  decree  was  effective  November  22, 1915. 

tArtfcles  on  Ciiban  cnrrem-y  changes  were  published  In  Commerce  Repobts 
for  Oct  6,  May  21,  May  5,  and  Mar.  11, 1915.  A  copy  In  English  of  the  currency 
law  has  been  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oouimerce  sluce  last 
February,  aud  will  be  loaned  to  those  Interested  on  request.] 


AHERICAN  CONSTJLAB  OFFICESS  ON  IEAV£  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  ccisular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdicti<Hui: 


tfon  of 
venuft. 

Address. 

Amoy,  China.  

Dee.  31 
...do..— 
Doc.  IS 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Dee.  31 

Tm.  » 
Dm.  81 

IWL  SL 

DeportnwototStoto,  WBrtUi^toa,  D.O. 

Da 

Assorlatlon  (tf  the  Bar  of  tb«  City  of 

New  York,  New  York  CtKy. 
903  Goodrich  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Deiwrtment  of  State,  wuhfnghni,  U.  C. 

Lewes.  Del. 

Branch  office,  Bnreni  of  Fore^  and 
Dmnestlo  Conuaera^  New  York, 

N.  Y. 

^os  Clnb,  110  Wert  Fffty-WTRitb 
Street  Nev  York  City. 

Bnrasn  3  Porelsn  and  Domestic  Cam- 
mercc.  Room  403,  Custom  bouse. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Aden,  Arabia  

Rosarlo,  Argentina  

Fort  Erto,  Camida. .. . . 
Puenos  Aires,  Argen- 
tina. 

Sbai^haJ,  Chten  

Louraioo  Mftranas. 

PorttwoeM  E»st 

Alrta 

■  The  toor  of  American  cities  by  CoBiml  General  Thomas  Sammons,  of  Sbangbal.  Includea 
Bochester,  New  Yorfe,  Detroit,  (Atlcani,  Minneapolis.  Seattle,  and  Tacoma,  concluding  at 
tbe  latter  place  Dec.  10,  191S.  He  will  confer  wltb  businesB  men  at  these  places  wbo  are 
Intecested  In  trade  in  China. 


PETBOLEUU  IN  COLOUBZA. 

(Consal  Isaac  A.  Uannlng,  BarranquIIla,  Not.  8.] 

The  petroleum  deposits  of  Colombia  continue  to  attract  attention 
from  capitalists;  and,  while  the  only  active  exploration  work  is  being 
done  by  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  in  the  Sinn  region,  numerous  other  syn- 
dicates,  principally  from  the  United  States,  have  recently  sent  in- 
vestigators into  t^is  country. 

Petroleum  seepage,  heretofore  unrecorded,  have  been  found  in  all 
the  Departments  bordering  on  the  Mngdalena  River  as  far  south  as 
Girardot,  where  the  railway  connects  the  steamboat  traffic  of  the  river 
with  Bogota.  In  the  Magdalen  Basin  some  optional  contracts  have 
been  taken,  which,  if  made  operative,  will  call  for  the  commencement 
of  active  boring  operations  on  the  lands  during  the  next  eighteen 
months.  In  most  of  these  cases  the  names  of  the  principals  have  been 
reserved. 

The  Colombian  Congress  has  had  under  consideration  several  legis- 
lative bills  governing  petroleum  exploration,  but  so  far  nothing  has 
been  done  with  any  of  them.  As  Congress  will  probably  adjourn  op 
November  18,  it  is  thought  unlikely  that  any  important  legislati' 
will  be  adopted  regulating  this  industry. 
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TBAIXE  SEVELOPXEIIT  IK  HTBKRTft. 

[FnuB  nport  of  apedal  CanadlaB  trade  commlssloDer,  pobllslied  fn  Weekly  Bonetbi  of 
Canadian  Departmeot  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Oct.  4,  lOlS.] 

For  purposes  of  trade  development  Siberia  falls  into  two  divisions: 
Western  and  eastern  Siberia.  In  the  western  division,  stretching 
from  the  Urals  to  a  line  drawn  through  Irkutsk,  the  local  trade  condi- 
tions and  their  controlling  influences  may  be  assimilated  to  those 
operating  in  European  Kussia.  In  eastern  Siberia,  including  the 
Trans-Baikal  Province,  however,  special  geographical  and  economic 
factors  tend  to  make  this  remote  region  one  apart,  and  the  trade 
must  therefore  be  dealt  with  by  itself. 

Siberia  as  a  whole  may  be  said  to  be  peculiarly  dependent  upon 
foreign-trade  exchanges  for  its  prosperity.  The  population  of  the 
eountrr,  now  13,000,000,  is  being  constantly  recruited  by  migration 
from  European  Russia,  the  net  migration  for  the  fifteen  years  from 
1898  to  1912  having  been  no  less  than  2,750,000.  It  is  a  fact,  more- 
over, that  the  producing  and  consuming  power  of  this  population  is 
relatively  much  higher  than  that  of  any  similar  proportion  of  the 
Russian  people  in  the  rest  of  the  Empire. 

One  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  development  of  Siberia 
is  its  transportation  facilities.  The  whole  h;ydrographic  system  that 
supplements  the  Transsiberian  Railroad  is  bisected  by  that  railroad, 
and  for  thousands  of  miles,  north  and  south  of  the  line,  supplies  the 
most  splendid  means  of  cheap  acc^  to  vast  areas  during  the  greater 
portion  of  the  year.  These  facilities  are  being  continually  increased 
by  the  construction  of  new  railways  and  by  river-improvement  works, 
which  aim  to  connect  the  whole  river  system  of  the  country  for  prac- 
tical transportation  purposes. 

During  the  last  10  years  the  home  trade  of  Siberia  has  grown  from 
$o0j900,000  to  $77,250,000  annually.  Trade  expansion  is  shown  by  the 
business  of  the  fairs  and  markets,  the  carrying  trade  returns  of  the 
chief  centers  of  distribution,  the  growth  in  the  number  of  banks,  for- 
warding houses,  insurance  offices,  etc.,  and  the  extraordinary  activity 
of  the  building  trade.  There  is  everywhere  an  increasing  tendency 
toward  Intensive  and  advanced  methods  of  exploitation  of  the  chief 
products  of  Siberia.  The  growth  of  butter  and  egg  exports  has  been 
phenomenal,  when  one  considers  the  problems  of  transjTOrtation. 
Bacon,  a  more  recent  article  of  export,  is  rai)i(lly  becoming  a  trade 
of  first-class  importance.  The  census  figures  of  1910  give  the  number 
of  factories  of  all  kinds  as  14,160,  with  an  output  valued  at  $38,- 
025,000,  an  increase  of  75  per  cent  in  the  number  and  of  150  per  cent 
in  production  over  the  figures  for  1900.  [The  Russian  returns  class 
as  factories  all  small  industries  employing  labor,]  The  chief  in- 
crease in  these  establishments  has  been  in  connection  with  flour  mills, 
sawmills,  breweries,  etc.  Practically  the  entire  equipment  of  these 
and  similar  undertakings  was  imported. 

Trade  Uethods — Credit — Business  Centers. 

Moscow  merchants  control  fully  50  per  cent  of  the  trade  of  western 
Siberia.  These  firms  have  branches  in  the  principal  centers,  but  the 
purchases  for  their  stores  are  made  in  Moscow.  The  growth  of  the 
country  and  the  establishment  of  strong  local  independent  firms, 
however,  are  gradually  bringing  about  a  change  and  direct  buying 
must  ultimately  become  a  general  practice.   Most  of  the  foreign 
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firms  doing  business  in  Russia  pay  little  attention  to  the  Siberian 

market;  they  are  content  to  place  their  representation  in  the  hands 
of  a  single  firm  in  European  Russia,  with  the  result  that  their  inter- 
ests sutter.  The  practice  of  the  agent  is  to  appoint  a  subagent  for 
Siberia,  and  the  fact  that  both  intermediaries  are  looking  for  a 
substantial  profit  increases  the  cost  of  the  goods  and  thus  restricts 
sales.  By  trade  grouping  and  by  sending  out  at  regular  intervals 
cmnpetent  travelers  speaking  the  language  and  carrymg  a  full  line 
of  samples  to  the  chief  centers,  German  firms  have  been -able  to 
build  up  a  direct  trade  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  Financial  strength 
to  carry  on  trade  is  a  greater  necessity  in  western  Siberia  than  in 
European  Russia,  and  trade  grouping  by  outside  firms  wishing  to 
enter  that  market  is  of  first  importance.  While  the  profits  are  great, 
expenses  also  are  high,  and  it  is  a  wise  policy  to  share  them  in  test- 
ing a  new  market.  Local  agents  urge  that  responsible  representa- 
tives of  grouped  industries  should  visit  the  country  and  get  into 
touch  widi  local  conditions. 

The  granting  of  extended  credit  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  obtaining  business,  for  there  is  little  liquid  capital  in  a  country 
during  the  early  stages  of  colonization  and  agricultural  development. 
In  practice,  therefore,  the  foreign  exporter  must  be  prepared  to 
carry  on  business  with  hij  own  capital.  The  western  Siberian 
market  is  safe,  however,  if  care  is  exercised  in  granting  credit. 
Except  in  the  case  of  agricultural,  mining,  and  general  machinery, 
the  average  credit  of  6  to  9  months  from  date  of  delivery  of  goods — 
which  generally  takes  3  months  from  remoter  countries— mignt  have 
to  be  faced,  although  it  was  stated  that  a  modification  of  these  terms 
might  be  arranged.  It  is  useless  to  think  of  opening  up  business 
under  other  conditions;  the  cost  of  credit  can  be  realized  in  the 
prices.  Trial  orders  must  not  be  ignored,  but  must  receive,  with 
the  larger  orders,  the  closest  attention.  Bank  discounts  are  as  fol- 
lows: On  prime  bills,  3  months,  6^  per  cent;  6  months,  7  to  7i  per 
cent;  9  months,  9  to  10  per  cent. 

The  most  advantageously  placed  business  centers  in  western  Siberia 
are  Omsk,  Tomsk,  TobolsK,  Novcmikolaievsk,  Kranso^arsk,  and 
Irkutsk.  The  first  and  the  last  three  are  situated  at  points  where 
the  Transsiberian  Railway  crosses  the  principal  rivers  of  the  coun- 
try, which  provide  cheap  transportation  over  vast  areas  during  the 
greater  portion  of  the  year.  Omsk"  and  Novonikolaievsk  are  of 
special  importance  as  distributing  centers  for  agricultural  machinery, 


experiment  stations  and  official  testing  grounds  for  agricultural 
machinery  and  implements. 

Credit  Associations  and  Their  Effect  In  A^lcnltural-Uachinery  Trade. 

Among  the  factors  facilitating  trade  in  western  Siberia  must  be 
considered  the  spirit  of  affiliation  inherent  In  the  Russian  peasant 
class,  which  has  given  birth  to  an  important  cooperative  movement. 
Credit  a^ociations,  consisting  of  groups  of  peasants  to  whom  Gov- 
ernment aid  is  given  in  the  shape  of  credit  on  the  joint  responsibility 
of  the  group,  exist  in  large  numbers  and  are  multiplying  as  the  newer 
districts  are  opened  up  and  settled.  There  are  300  official  agricul- 
tural machinery  and  implement  depots  in  Siberia,  which  advance 
farm  equipment  to  poor  settlers  at  low  prices  and  on  easy  terms  of 


etc.,  and  the  Government 


agricultural 
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payment.  The  dairying  interest  in  western  Siberia  is  represented  by 
a  union  comprising  530  societies,  with  120,000  members,  who  deal 
only  through  the  societies.  The  societies  are  bound  by  their  statutes 
to  the  sale  of  dairy  appliances  only. 

In  the  agricultural-machinery  business  the  effect  of  the  facilities 
offered  by  these  aids  has  been  the  withdrawal  of  many  wholesalers 
from  busmess.  While  this  is  perhaps  regrettable  in  a  sense,  it  has  its 
compensations  for  the  manufacturer,  who,  by  selling  to  the  credit 
associations,  is  on  safer  ground.  His  rate  of  profit,  it  is  true,  will  be 
diminished,  but  in  view  of  the  probability  oi  a  larger  turnover,  the 
aggregate  profits  should  be  greater,  as  the  consumption  of  agricul- 
tural machinery  must  inevitably  increase.  The  shorter  credit  de- 
manded by  these  associations  enables  the  manufacturer  to  work  with 
a  smaller  capital.  They  possess  the  local  knowledge  that  enables 
them  to  sell  to  the  right  people,  and,  most  impoi-tant  of  all,  they 
possess  the  means  of  securing  a  relatively  quicker  liquidation  of  debts 
and  of  enforcing  payment  in  doubtful  cases  by  tactful  pressure 
through  their  members.  Their  losses  from  bad  debts  are  said  to  be 
practically  nil.  The  wholesaler,  on  the  other  hand,  has  still  the  best 
class  of  farmers  with  whom  to  trade,  and,  in  practice,  prices  do  not 
fall  below  a  figure  offering  a  reasonable  profit  It  was  stated  that  this 
has  been  demonstrated  in  the  business  transacted  by  the  official  agri- 
cultural depots,  which  are  finding  by  experience  that  the  cost  of  ad- 
ministration and  the  minimum  losses  through  bad  debts  will  not  per- 
mit them  to  sell  at  the  low  prices  originally  fixed.  Their  competition, 
therefore,  has  not  been  the  ruinous  one  predicted  at  the  outset.  The 
credit  associations  by  their  statutes  are  limiting  their  dealings  to  a 
small  number  of  articles,  and  the  general  merchant  is  thus  relieved  of 
n  portion  of  his  business  that  caused  him  anxieties  and  losses  not 
commensurate  with  the  accrued  profits. 

Salet  of  A^onltural-Hachiiiery  Depots. 

Particulars  of  the  operations  of  the  cooperative  and  credit  associa- 
tions arc  not  available,  but  those  of  the  official  agricultural  machinery 
depots,  furnished  by  the  directors  of  the  Colonization  Department  at 
Omsk,  show  the  following  sales  in  recent  years:  1910,  $2,560,000;  1911, 
$3,502,000 ;  1912,  $4,347,000 ;  1913,  $3,760,000.  Of  the  debts  contracted 
between  1897  and  1907  only  2^  per  cent  remained  unpaid  at  the  close 
of  1913.  There  are  between  250  and  300  of  these  depots  in  operation 
in  Siberia,  which  at  the  end  of  1913  had  machinery  in  stock  valued 
at  over  $'2,500,000.  The  sales  are  generally  made  on  tlie  basis  of  pay- 
ment of  half  of  the  value  of  the  article  acquired  during  the  first  year, 
the  remainder  being  paid  off  in  installments  according  to  the  ability 
of  the  settler,  which  is  governed  by  the  result  of  the  harvest. 

The  character  and  value  of  tlie  chief  classes  of  machinery,  im- 
plements, etc.,  sold  by  the  official  Siberian  depots  in  1913  were  as 
follows: 


Articles. 

Number. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Nnmber. 

Flows: 

35, 794 
4,198 
1,934 
497 
1,010 

J428, 7Cn 

67..r09 
13,403 
13,045 

Broadcast  seeders  and  disk 
drills  

2M 

473 
3,9U 

t.m 

1,M 

ie,48i 

35,  »0 
OB,  451 

VUma  and  sno&m  combined. 
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Reapers: 

Ru««ian  

Oiber  

Binders  

Thrashers: 

Factory-m&de,  with 
horsepower  

Home-made,  hand  power. 

Winnowers  and  cleaners  

Oroln sorters  and  separators.. 

Ifill  stones  (seU)  

Flax,  hemp,  and  cotton  card- 

tns  machines  

Chan  cutters  

Beating  machines  for  flax 

and  bemp   

Hr7  presses  

OU-pressing  machlner;  

Cream  separators  

Chuna   

Wheals,  vasm  
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Number. 


3,023 
3,104 
1,150 


1.234 

l,R4.i 
6,  ao'i 

347 
170 

IM 

68 
15 


343 
173 
1,614 


Valoflu 


201.344 

303  ca9 
233.994 


371. 40S 
210. 7S4 
123.824 
43,017 
23, 777 

11,173 
7,637 

2,301 
1.405 
17,909 
14.053 
3,354 
13,808 


Articles. 


Wagons  

Fi  e  engines  (pumr  >)  

Weizhing  machines   

Sickle  ood  scyttie  grinders. . . . 

Axes  

Fo  ks  

Shovels  

Scythes  

hub  rica ting  oil  

Cleaning  machines  

Te:( tile  articles.  

Wl  e  and  cine  sieves  

Belting: 

leather  

Woven  

Rooting  sheets  of  Iroo  ujd 

steel  '.  

Binder  iwine  

Ta-patilins,  sacks  

Oram  and  other  prodoota.... 
Seed  grains  


Number. 


3.891 
45 
454 

I. Nil 

7.213 
3.271 
1.3fla 
3.1)39 

24  159 
2,539 
7, 109 

12.020 

23,006 
21.053 

214. 193 
'O<;9.203 
305.057 


ValiM. 


m,3U 
e.239 
9.238 
12.194 
3.734 
934 
333 
1,294 
37.851 
9,025 
2.333 
2,780 

14.371 
0,881- 

292.506 
SB. 387 
60.353 
20.473 
63,481 


a  Pounds. 


A  visit  was  paid  to  the  farm-machinery  testing  grounds  on  the 
Irtish  River,  near  Omsk,  where  excellent  experimental  work  is  car- 
ried out.  Of  special  interest  were  the  arrangements  for  testing  the 
various  kinds  of  farm  machinery  and  implements  under  the  direction 
of  the  Colonization  Department.  Foreign  agricultural  implements 
and  machinery  are  admitted  on  equal  terms  with  those  of  Russian 
manufacture  and  are  carefully  and  impartially  tested.  The  relative 
efficiency  and  suitability  for  their  respective  purposes  under  Siberian 
climate  and  soil  conditions  are  also  determined  and  made  public. 
Specimens  of  the  most  suitable  machines  of  all  kinds  are  on  view  tor 
the  visiting  farmers,  informatioii  is  supplied,  and  demonstrations  are 
given  if  necessary. 

AgTlonltnral  Haehlnes  and  toplements  Wanted. 

Siberia,  being  practically  without  manufacturing  industries,  pre- 
sents a  large  and  growing  market  for  almost  all  kinds  of  manufac- 
tured articles,  of  which  agricultural  machinery  and  implements  stand 
easily  at  the  head.  In  complicated  machines,  such  as  self-binders, 
reapers,  mowers,  and  rakes,  the  International  Harv^ter  Co.'s  Moscow 
works  dominate  the  position;  further  supplies  are  obtained  from  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  which  arrive  via  the  Baltic  port.  Plows 
are  now  mainly  of  Russian  manufacture,  roughly  but  strongly  fin- 
ished, all  patterned  after  the  Sack  or  Eckert  ((ierman)  types.  The 
walking  plow  is  used  almost  entirely,  combined  with  a  sower,  which 
drops  the  seed  into  the  open  furrow,  the  next  following  share  cover- 
ing it.  Two  ond  three  furrow  plows  of  this  description  sell  for  $17 
to  ^1 ;  four  to  seven  furrow,  with  seeder,  $20  to  $44.  The  shortage 
of  plows  in  western  Siberia  is  already  considerable.  Disk  drills  and 
disk  harrows  have  become  popular.  The  large  Anglo-Russian  fac- 
tory at  Ekaterinoslaf  manufactures  n  good  disk  drill,  which  suits 
the' soil  conditions  of  Siberia.  The  disks  are  fitted  at  small  intervals, 
four  instead  of  the  usual  six  inches;  they  nre  also  adjustable,  a  point 
m  which  the  Russian  disk  drill  is  considered  superior  to  the  imported 
Article.  Potato  diggers  are  also  in  demand ;  they  should  be  lighter 
than  the  ordinary  .unerican  pattern  and  should  be  provided  with  a 
more  stable  delivery  table.   In  regard  to  cultivators,  any  improve- 
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ment  in  construction  that  would  render  the  teeth  less  liable  to  be 
clogged  by  weeds  would  insure  good  sales.  Small  thrashing  ma- 
chines, with  horse  g^rSj  are  used  in  great  numbers,  and  the  supply  is 
generally  short.  They  are  being  successfully  imported  from  Great 
Britain  m  competition  with  the  local  make.  The  price  at  the  factory 
for  tlie  4-horsepower  size  is  $62;  6-horsepower,  $72;  8-horse- 
power,  $82. 

Iraotors— Flonr-miU  Kaeliiiierjr — Farm  Wagoni. 

Oil  tractors  are  preferred  in  western  Siberia,  as  the  prevalence  of 

alkaline  water  is  against  the  steam-driven  engine.  Lightness  is  a  de- 
£irable  feature;  the  heavy  engines  with  their  narrow  wheels  pack  the 
soil  and  prevent  growth  of  vegetation.  Tractors  of  the  "  caterpillar  " 
type  have  been  introduced.  A  few  sets  of  these  for  plowing  have  been 
msposed  of  among  the  larger  landowners,  and  the  prospects  for  in- 
creased business  are  good.  The  country,  however,  is  still  relatively 
poor,  and  the  general  use  of  expensive  farm  machinery  must  be  a 
matter  of  slow  growth. 

Flour-mill  machinery  (roller  process)  to  grind  1,000  to  3,000  poods 
(18  to  54  short  tons)  of  grain  in  24  hours  is  in  increased  demand,  as 
well  as  oil  engines  of  the  Diesel  type,  of  50  to  80  horsepower,  required 
to  operate  them.  Extra  heavy  flywheels  are  preferred.  The  rapid 
rise  of  the  dairying  industry  m  western  Siberia  is  responsible  for  a 
large  demand  for  separators^  which  have  hitherto  been  supplied  by 
Germany  and  Sweden. 

Farm  wagons  built  of  ash,  with  oak  hubs,  in  three  sizes,  are  needed 
in  large  numb^  the  actual  source  of  supply  in  the  Caucasus  and 
Northei*n  Russia  being  unable  to  meet  the  present  requirements. 
Prices  range  from  $39  to  $41  each,  delivered  at  Omsk,  but  these  prices 
are  exceptional  and  are  not  likely  to  be  maintained  in  normal  times. 

Hardware  and  Tools — Sewing  Koohlnes. 

Stocks  of  hardware  and  tools,  which  are  almost  exclusively  of  Ger- 
man origin,  are  being  rapidly  depleted.  In  one  typical  store,  with  a 
business  of  $1,550,000  a  year,  the  following  articles  were  noted  as 
being  urgently  required:  Common  cutlery,  skates,  razors,  barber's 
hair  clippers,  pumps  (hand  pumps  especially),  screw-cutting  lathes, 
stocks  and  dies,  bolts  and  nuts,  pulleys,  valves  and  fittings  for  radia- 
tors, electric-light  fittings,  lamps,  bell  pushes  and  fans,  meters,  dyna- 
mos, leather  belting,  common  oil  burners,  clothes  wringers,  drills'and 
tools,  files,  frame  saws,  handsaws,  drilling  machines,  common  shovels 
and  locomotive  shovels,  freezing  machines,  scythes,  hay  forks,  enam- 
eled ironware,  tools  of  every  class,  and  builders'  hardware. 

Siberia  offers  a  promising  market  for  sewing  machines.  Outside 
of  those  made  in  Russia  by  a  well-known  American  company,  the 
greater  number  sold  are  of  German  origin,  and  supplies  of  the  latter 
are  now  exhausted.  The  machines  are  bonght  on  the  basis  of  ex- 
tended monthly  payments.  The  following  are  the  normal  prices  of 
these  machines,  delivered,  duty  paid,  tit  Omsk:  Long  shuttle,  $9.12; 
ring  shuttle,  $12.36;  central  spool,  $13;  vibrating,  $10.09.  Ail  ma- 
cliines  are  to  be  made  with  covers,  or,  if  without,  they  are  $1.03 
cheaper.  The  terms  are  nine  months'  acceptance  from  the  date  of 
shipment,  duty  and  freight  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser. 
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STEAMSHIP  COHHECnOir  WITH  BUTCH  EAST  IISDIES. 

[Conaul  B.  8.  Balrden,  Balarlii,  Java,  Oct.  18.1 

The  Jftva  Pacific  Steamship  Line  will  dispatch  its  first  steamer, 
probably  from  Batavia  as  first  port,  about  December  15,  1915,  such 
steamer  being  the  Amiran  of  the  Rotterdam  Lloyd  Steamship  Co. 
About  January  15,  191G,  the  steamer  Bawean  of  the  Maat.schappij 
Nederland  will  follow. 

These  steamers  will  be  cargo  boats,  but  the  steamers  leaving  prob- 
ably in  February  and  March,  1916  (the  dates  of  sailing  from  Batavia 
are  not  jjret  fixed),  will  be  the  two  steamers  of  the  Java-China  Line 
(the  Tjtsondari  and  the  Tjikernbanff),  which  have  limited  first-class 
passenger  accommodations. 

At  first  the  Java  Pacific  Line  will  run  four  boats  of  about  9,000  tons 
deadweight  capacity  and  the  ports  of  call  after  leaving  Java  will 
probably  be  Macassar,  Manila,  Hongkong,  Moji,  San  Francisco, 
and  perhaps  Puget  Sound. 

The  agents  in  Batavia  state  that  this  line  will  not  revive  a  subsidy 
from  the  Netherlands  Government. 

Freight  and  passenger  schedules  will  be  furnished  this  consulate 
as  soon  as  they  are  published. 

The  Koninklijke  Paketvaart  Maatschappij  (the  Royal  Packet  Co.) 
has  a  steamship  service  from  Java  ports  to  Bangkok;  such  service, 
however,  is  very  irregular. 

The  agents  for  the  Dutch  regular  steamship  service  between  Java 
and- New  York  are  issuing  through  bills  of  lading  for  Bangkok,  with 
transshipment  at  Batavia  or  other  Java  ports.  Some  00  tons  of 
such  American  cargo  has  been  received  recently  from  New  York  and 
will  go  forward  to  Bangkok  at  the  end  of  this  month.  Rates  of 
freight  on  goods  from  New  York  to  Bangkok  via  Java  can  not  be 
quoted,  as  such  rates  are  liable  to  change. 


COKI>ITION  OF  EGTPTIAK  ONIOK  CEOF. 

[Coiual  Artbar  Oarrcia,  Alexandria,  Not.  4.] 

The  bulletin  of  November  1,  1915,  of  the  Egyptian  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  reports  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  onion  crop  during  October,  1915:  The  weather  is  favorable  and 
the  water  supply  ample.  Transplanting  has  commenced  in  Beni 
Suef  and  Minia.  Elsewhere,  weeding,  hoeing,  and  manuring  are  in 
progress.  A  larger  area  than  last  year  is  being  sown  this  season  on 
the  sandy  lands  of  the  banks  and  islands  on  the  Nile. 


Branoli  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  Tork,  Boom  408  Vnited  States  Customhonse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Castomhonse ;  Chicago.  904  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
ITational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Bailding;  Kew  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisoo.  306  United  States  Custonihonse;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Bnildlng.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland.  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Setroitj  Board  of  Oommeroe;  Philadelphia,  Ohamber  of  Onnmeroe. 
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FOBEiaN  TRABE  OPPOETUJHITIES. 

[Whtre  addrewes  are  omitted  thej  may  be  obtained  from  the  B«reaii  or  lt«  bmncli 

oBIce*.]  .  ^ 

Eoa^ry,  underclothing,  etc,  No.  10459. — manufacturers*  agent  In  South  Africa 
Informs  on  American  consular  oflicer  that  lie  is  desirous  of  handling  hosiery, 
underclothing  for  women  and  children,  and  piece  Rootls.  Interested  firmn 
must  be  prepared  to  give  sole-agency  rights  for  South  Africa  on  a  comuiis- 
Blon  basis.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.   References  furnished. 

Corset  tapes  and  steels,  No.  19460. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  large  quantities  of 
white  and  gray  corset  tapes,  and  coil  steels  varying  In  lengths  from  7  to 
141  inches,  and  from  S  to  14  inches.  Steels  should  be  guaranteed  rust 
proof.  Samples  of  the  tape  and  steels  have  been  forwarded,  and  may  be 
Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  091G6.) 
Bank  references  given. 

Paper,  No.  19461. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  India  states 
tliflt  inquiry  has  been  made  for  quotations  on  white  paper  used  In  the 
monnfacturc  of  playing  cards,  and  also  chromo  paper  used  In  preparli^ 
labels.  Samples  of  the  paper  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or 
its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  69294.) 

Co((on  goods  and  burlap  sacks.  No.  194C2. — A  firm  In  South  Africa  informs 
no  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  correspond  with  textile 
manufacturers  for  tlie  purpose  of  buying  unblenche<l  cottons  In  wtdtlis 
of  24,  28,  30,  32,  34,  and  3C  Inches;  and  white  shirtings  and  indigo  drills 
in  the  same  widths.  The  firm  Is  also  Interested  in  burlap  sacks,  using 
from  25,000  to  30,000  annually.  Samples  of  the  cotton  goods  may  be  exam- 
ined at  the  bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  CS920.)  It  is  re- 
quested that  samples  and  full  Information  be  sent  wltli  the  first  letter^ 
Correspondence  should  be  In  French,  Spanish,  or  Portuguese.  Banic  ref- 
erences furnlshe*!. 

Automobiles,  No.  19463. — The  commercial  agent  In  charge  of  the  bureau's 
brunch  office  in  Chicago  re{)orts  that  a  firm  in  the  West  Indies  desires  to 
communicate  with  manufacturers  of  light  automobiles. 

Sulphate  of  copper.  No.  104G4. — An  American  consular  oflicer  In  Portugal  re- 
ports that  there  Is  a  demand  for  Immediate  delivery  of  sulphate  of  cotqier 
amounting  to  about  12,0(X),000  pounds,  percentage  of  mineral  to  be  about  US 
Iier  cent.  Prices  and  terms  on  100  tons  should  be  quoted  by  cable. 

Jfo(*o»i-p*c(wre  films,  No.  19460. — A  reiJort  from  an  American  consular  officer 
states  there  is  a  demand  in  Italy  for  positive  and  negative  films  for  elnc- 
mntograpb  purposes.  It  Is  stated  that  firms  are  unable  to  produce  motion 
pictures  for  want  of  Alms,  and  1.000,000  feet  would  be  a  minimum  require- 
ment. Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Chemicals  and  tanning  matcrUUs,  No.  19466. — A  report  from  an  American  consu- 
lar officer  In  Greece  states  that  a  commission  agent  Is  <lesirous  of  bedng 
placed  in  communication  with  firms  manufacturing  chemicals  and  materials 
for  tanning  leather.  Correspondence  must  be  In  French  or  modern  Greek. 

Hica,  No.  — A  cranmerclal  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm  Iv 
Turkey  Is  anxious  to  purchase  mica  In  polygonal,  IiTegular  leaves  and  also 
mica  splitting  for  the  making  of  micanlte  anil  powdereil  mica. 

Fire  apparatus,  No.  194(58. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Costa  IHca  report* 
that  tlierc  Is  a  pas.<4ible  market  in  his  district  for  fire  apparatus.  It  is  sag- 
gc-sted  that  catalogues  and  full  Information  be  sent. 

General  representation.  No.  19469. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  In  Brazil  in- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  It  wishes  to  act  as  representative 
in  that  country  for  firms  desiring  to  enter  that  market  Bank  references 
given. 

Knitting  machine  needles.  No.  19470. — An  American  consular  officer  in  tlie  Unitetl 
Kingdom  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  di-strlct  Is  desirous  of  purchasing  knitting 
mnclilno  nmlk's.  The  roimrt  states  that  the  Inquirer's  first  order  would  be 
for  1(X),000  needle  if  information  is  satisfactory.  Samples  of  the  needles 
desinnl  may  be  liisi^ected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (K^r  to  file 
No.  09302.) 

iraaniKOTOS  :  govgrkukxt  pbixtikq  office  :  ins 

Digitized  by  Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COUUERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
For  ulc  bf  tLe  SuperiEtcndcm  of  DocuinenM,  Waihineion,  D.  C,  at  J2.S0  per  je»r 

No.  287   Washington,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  December  8  1915 


CONTENTS. 


Chonfre  In  Netherlands  embargo  list  W 

Visits  of  foreign-trade  rerresentatives  MS 

Canada's  wheat  yield  for  yeir  estimated  MS 

Australia  has  lai^  surplus  wheat  crop  

Jspan'stoofahcropdecreased;  chUUcroplareer.  MS 
Japanese splnnins  compaaiei  amalgamated...  M6 

Ameriraa  trade  tor  ooe  week  M7 

Calais  exports  to  United  Staio?  M7 

Sole  oT  Danish  vessels  lOTbiddeu   M7 

Scarcity  of  furs  in  the  London  market  MB 

American  deraaud  for  Japanese  mattdies  M3 

American  shoe  polish  popular  In  Slavanser  M9 


Pa-n. 

Amerfcan  consular  odHcera  on  leave  of  absence.  M9 
Heating  and  eocAIiu  Btoro  fn  Australia  060 

Parcel-post  ronvention  with  Argentina   961 

8tc«l  mautibcturing  in  Anstralla  951 

Flour  Irode  of  Swatow  9S2 

Activity  of  AustraliansteelwOTks  iS3 

Technical  progrev  in  Russian  sugar  Industry..  9M 

Export  of  rice  from  Japan   ^67 

High  price  for  a  Dutch  vessti   K7 

CbBemflyaddsugBrr^riDgtoItaactlTlties...  958 

Exports  of  eggs  from  Egypt  b59 

Foreign  trodir opportumues  960 


CHAKGE  IN  NETHESLAKBS  EMBABGO  LIST. 

ITelegrnm  from  American  consul  general,  Rotterdam,  received  Dec.  4,  181S.] 

The  embargo  has  been  raised  on  valnut  trees  less  than  3  mete's 
(about  10  feet)  in  height. 

VISITS  OF  FOBEIGir-TBASE  BEPKESEHTATIVES. 

Several  important  foreign  connections  for  American  manufacturers 
have  been  made  as  a  result  of  recent  visits  to  Philadelphia,  it  is 
reported  by  the  cooperative  branch  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  in  that  city. 

A  business  man  from  Adelaide,  Australia,  informed  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Bureau  that  he  had  made  connections  with  no  less  than  12 
manufacturers  to  represent  them  in  Australia.  A  New  Zealand  busi- 
ness man  made  connections  with  several  concerns,  one  of  which  was  a 
large  manufacturer  of  shoe  leather,  and  another  a  manufacturer  of 
animal  and  poultry  food.  Three  Chinese  delegates  to  the  Panama 
Exposition  also  made  connections  with  the  leather  manufacturer 
already  mentioned,  and  probably  also  with  a  manufacturer  of  carpets, 
on  a  visit  to  Philadelphia. 


CAHABA'S  WHEAT  YXEUt  FOE  TEAB  ESTIMATED. 

[Extract  from  Uonetery  Times,  Not.  26,  forwarded  by  Vice  Consul  Horaea  H.  Baaford, 

Ottawa,  Canada.! 

According  to  an  official  estimate  of  the  wheat  yield  in  Canada  this 
year,  out  of  a  total  yield  of  336,258,000  bushels  there  will  be  an  ex- 
portable surplus  of  228,132,000  bushels.  The  average  loss  in  clean- 
ing, and  allowance  of  10  per  cent  for  grain  not  of  merchantable 

?uality,  is  estimated  at  33,625,000  bushels.  The  total  amount  retained 
or  seeding  next  year's  crop,  say  14,000,000  acres,  at  1.76  bushels  per 
acre,  is  placed  at  24.500,000  bushels.  The  amount  required  for 
food,  averaging  6.25  bushels  per  head,  is  estimated  at  50,000,000 
bushels.  The  quantity  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  estimated  as  avail- 
able for  export  is  85,558,000  bushels  in  excess  of  the  previous  high 
record  of  1913-14  and  represents  nearly  68  per  cent  of  the  total  pro- 
duction of  1915. 
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AtrSTBAUA  HAS  LABOE  STrRH.1TS  WHEAT  CROP. 

IConsul  General  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  Oct.  27.] 

The  prnblcm  of  obtaining  vessels  to  carry  the  Australian  wheat 
crop  to  Europe  is  a  serious  one.  The  crop  in  1914  was  so  short,  in 
consequence  of  the  excessive  droughty  that  it  was  found  necessary  to 
import  large  quantities  from  the  United  States  and  Canada,  but 
this  year's  surplus  crop,  available  for  export,  is  estimated  at 
1 00,000,000  bushels,  to  move  which  would  require  about  900  vessels 
of  about  3,000  tons  each.  The  present  price  asked  for  tonnage 
where  vessels  are  available  is  90s.  ($21.89)  a  ton,  or  about  three  times 
the  usual  freight  rates. 

Xn  consequence  of  the  distance  from  Australia  to  Kurope  it  is 
pointed  out  that  vessels  can  make  practically  three  voyages  from  the 
United  States  or  Canada  to  Europe  while  making  one  from  Australia. 
In  past  years  sailing  vessels  have  been  employed  to  a  large  extent  in 
moving  the  Australian  wheat  crop,  but  in  consequence  of  the  dan^rs 
likely  to  be  encountered  the  proposition  is  not  so  attractive  as  or- 
dinarily. Farmers  have  been  advised  to  hold  their  wheat,  instead 
of  rushing  it  to  Sydney,  where  it  might  overtax  the  storage  capacity 
available. 


JAPAN'S  LOOFAH  CEOF  DECBEASED;  CHIIII  CKOP  lAHGEB. 

[Extract  rrom  Japan  Chronicle.  Oct.  26,  fonrarded  bj  Consul  George  N.  West,  Kobe.] 

It  was  at  first  expected  that  this  year's  loofah  crop  (snake- 
gourds)  would  amount  to  about  100,000  bales,  but  the  unfavorable 
weather  experienced  toward  the  end  of  August  has  decreased  the 
yield  to  half  the  quantity.  The  result  has  been  an  upward  ten- 
aency  of  the  market.  The  present  quotation  is  more  than  IOhO  per 
cent  above  that  reported  at  the  beginning  of  August.  Stocks  on 
the  market  are  scarce,  while  only  about  15,000  bales  remain  at  the 
producing  center,  according  to  the  Asahi.  The  market  is  naturally 
very  strong. 

It  is  expected  that  this  year's  "  Takanotsume "  chillies  will  be 
much  more  abundant  than  last  year,  amounting  to  between  500  and 
600  tons.  Forward  contracts  for  export  have  been  made  at  about 
$10  per  100  kin  (kin=li  pounds)  to  the  quantity  of  about  200  tons 
so  far.  Lately  purchasers  started  operations  in  Sanuki  and  other 
producing  centers,  with  the  result  that  farmers  have  begun  to  put 
up  their  prices.  The  Kobe  market  was  immediately  affected,  and 
quotations  now  stand  at  $20,  while  about  $13  was  quoted  only  a 
nw  days  ago. 


JAFAKESE  SFIinnNG  COHFANIES  AHALGAHAIED. 

tIEztract  from  Jop-in  Chronicle,  Oct.  26,  forwarded  b7  Consul  George  N.  West,  Kobe.l 

Negotiations  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  Amagasaki  and  the 
Nippon  Spinning  Co.  have  arrived  at  a  final  stage.  Business  opera- 
tions  of  the  Nippon  Co.  will  be  taken  over  from  December  1  by  the 
Amagasaki  Co.,  but  the  legal  amalgamation  of  the  two  companies 
will  be  registered  as  from  February  1  of  next  year.  The  amain- 
mated  companv  will  be  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  Japan  except  we 
Konegafuchi  Spinning  Ca 
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AHEBICAH  TRADE  FOS  OHE  WEEK. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
December  4,  1915,  at  the  13  principal  custoros  districts  of  the  United 
States,  handling  91  per  cent  of  total  im])orts  and  exports,  based  ou 
transactions  in  the  month  of  September,  1915,  follow: 


Distilcta. 

Imports. 

Tint' Id? 

collecled. 

Expoita. 

2,082.(148 

1,539,335 
20'.,(im 
41.3C3 

1,103,1S1 
34,743 

2,lfc3,G4t 

2,6iO,427 
76C,H71 
814. 75« 
6;S,329 

tl.007 

158,880 
3,114.778 

261,475 
50,GO2 
36.54) 
10,210 
1,492 
63,736 
18.421 
2S,6:« 

144,897 

«.as2 

Sl,lW,5lt2 
3,284.631 
63.713.187 
1,214,500 
2,377.051 
874.  SOI 
4,175,e03 
6,&7S,?89 
388, 181 
3,052.051 
1,0(12.656 
04,063 

i,m,m 

35.614,B5a 

3,974,W3 

10,641,451 

The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  December  4,  1916, 
at  the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  follows:  • 


Districts. 

Dtrtrfots. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

U,3f» 
623 
2,101 
11,996 

Philadelphia  

San  FnuiclscQ  

100 
4.733 

Uarrland  

H«w  Yorit  

VinUnla  

60.764 
18,405 

CALAIS  EZPOKTS  TO  UinTED  9IATE8. 

[Conmil  JflmeB  B.  Ullaer,  Calali,  France,  Nor.  18.] 

Exports  from  Calais  to  the  United  States,  as  certified  at  the  Ameri- 
can consulate,  amounted  to  $844,707  for  the  quarter  ended  September 
30j  1915.  Laces  made  up  a  considerable  portion  of  this  total,  the 
chief  item  being  cotton  laces.  The  articles  and  amounts  were: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Valm. 

Bmbroldvries; 

11.278 
3,980 

706.465 
89.619 
18,521 
15,328 

Nets: 

$196 

879 

set 

200 

Nettings: 

S73 
I3S 
2,413 

SiUc  

Laces: 
Cotton  

Billc  

SItk  and  cotton  

Tinsel  

844,707 

SAIE  OF  BAinSH  VESSELS  FOBBIDBEN. 

[Conaul  General  E.  D.  Wlnslow.  Copenbagen,  Oct.  8.1 

The  Danish  Government  has  made  public  a  ruling  that  no  Danisli 
tonnage  registered  and  entitled  to  fly  the  Danish  flag  will  hereafter 
be  allowed  to  be  sold,  transferred,  or  set  over  to  any  citizen  or  corpo- 
ration of  a  foreign  power.  Vessels  holding  Danish  registration  must 
continue  to  fly  the  Danish  flag  and  no  transfers  will  be  permitted. 
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SCABCITY  OF  FUBS  IN  THE  LOKSON  MARKET. 

[CoDBul  Oareacc  Carrlgao,  Loodon,  England,  Not.  9.] 

Interesting  figures  are  published  to  illustrate  the  present  scarcity 
of  furs  in  this  market,  and  the  corresponding  advance  in  prices. 
It  is  sti'ted  that  the  shortage  of  labor  and  other  conditions  caused 
by  tlie  war  have  advanced  prices  in  general  from  40  to  50  per  cent. 

Figures  given  by  one  London  concern,  showing  how  their  sales  have 
fallen,  are :  Of  musquash,  6,700,000  skins  were  sold  in  January,  March, 
and  June  of  1914,  while  in  three  months  of  the  present  year  only 
2,500,000  were  sold.  The  supply  of  American  opossum  fell  from 
1,051,000  to  262,000;  mink  from  125,000  to  20,000;  red  fox  from 
67,000  to  24,000.  The  number  of  skunk  skins  sold  dropped  from 
nearly  1.000,000  to  263,000;  gray  fox  from  44,000  to  4,000,  and  otter 
from  10,000  to  2,000.  The  sales  of  badger  dropped  from  U,000  to 
3,000.  In  1914,  275,000  ermine  skins  were  sold,  the  figures  dropping 
in  1915  to  67,000.  There  has  been  a  drop  of  50  per  cent  in  the  demand 
for  squirrel,  and  a  fall  of  as  much  as  80  per  cent  in  the  demand  for 
chinchilla.  The  sale  of  molesldns  totals  this  year  some  700,000,  while 
in  1914  it  was  well  over  1,000,000. 

London  dealers  in  general  seem  to  expect  the  present  high  prices 
to  go  even  higher.  Only  four  kinds  of  furs  have  shown  an  increase 
over  the  sales  of  1914.  These  are  opossum,  wombat,  and  red  fox, 
coming  from  Australia,  and  marten,  of  Japanese  origin.  Prices  of 
American  opossum  are  said  to  have  ^own  at  the  autumn  sales  an  in- 
crease of  75  per  cent  over  those  of  last  March.  Raccoon  has  increased 
in  price  at  the  same  rate.  Skunk  is  in  strong  demand  at  an  advance 
in  price  of  60  per  cent,  while  red  fox  has  advanced  ^  per  cent  in 
value. 

The  scarcity  of  furs  and  the  high  prices,  as  outlined,  are  largely 
the  result  of  the  fact  that  so  many  of  the  trappers  and  hunters  in 
the  producing  countries  have  left  their  ordinary  occupations. 
-  [Previous  articles  on  the  London  fur  market  were  published  in 
Commerce  Reports  for  May  8,  May  29,  and  November  11, 1915.] 


AHERICAN  BEKAin)  FOE  JAPANESE  KATCHEa 

[Jnpan  Gazette,  Oct.  29.] 

The  president  of  a  match -manufacturing  company  in  Kobe,  who 
has  just  returned  from  a  tour  of  inspection  in  the  United  States, 
says  that  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  there  has  arisen  a  demand  for 
Japanese  matches  on  the  American  market.  This  is  because  the 
import  of  matches  from  Sweden  and  other  European  countries  to 
the  United  States  has  been  suspended  on  account  of  the  war.  Amer- 
icans prefer  matches  of  good  quality  and  do  not  care  so  much  about 
the  price.  The  Japanese  manufacturers  in  Osaka  have  recently  for- 
warded to  the  United  States  a  quantity  of  matches  of  the  best  quality, 
these  differing  radically  from  those  used  in  Japan  or  shipped  to  India 
and  other  places  in  the  South  Pacific.  This  accounts  for  the  increas- 
ing orders  from  America.  The  annual  imports  of  matches  fr<»n  Swe- 
den to  the  United  States  has  in  recent  years  amounted  to  over 
1,000,000  yen  ($490,000). 
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AHEBIOAN  SHOE  POLISH  FOFVI&fi  IK  STAVANOEB. 

[Consul  Uanrlce  P.  Diinlap.  Stavanger,  Norway,  Nor,  5-1 

Although  a  few  years  ago  the  only  slice  polishes  on  the  market  in 
Stavai^ger  were  English,  German,  and  Scandinavian,  an  American 
brand  is  now  probably  as  popular  as  any  foreign  make.  It  sells  for 
about  7  cents  a  small  tin  and  11  cents  a  large  tin,  in  sizes  correspond- 
ing to  5  and  10  cent  sizes  in  America.  One  dealer  who  sells  many 
kinds  of  polish  says  that  he  has  known  the  American  make  for  only 
about  a  year,  but  that  now  he  recommends  it  to  buyers  and  finds  a 
good  demand  for  it 

Most  of  the  shoe  polish  used  in  this  district  is  of  Norwegian  manu- 
facture and  of  a  cheap  quality,  selling  to  consumers  for  3  cents,  being 
a  small-sized  box.  That  there  is  a  market  for  a  better  quality  of 
goods  at  a  higher  price  is  proved  by  the  successful  introduction  of 
the  American  brand.  American  shoes  have  made  great  advances 
here  even  over  those  of  Norwegian  manufacture,  and  it  would  seem 
logical  that  American  shoe  polish  should  follow  the  American  shoe. 

As  there  are  only  about  150,000  people  in  this  district  it  would 
seem  that  shoe-polish  manufacturers  interested  in  this  market  could 
reach  it  more  satisfactorily  through  an  agent  covering  a  larger  terri- 
tory as  tlie  whole  of  Korway,  or  Scandanavia.  Such  an  agent  would 
probably  do  better  if  located  at  Christiania,  the  capital. 

Merchants  dealing  in  this  cla^  of  goods  usually  expect  three 
months'  credit  or  pay  "  cash  on  arrival."  English  is  generally  un- 
derstood. There  is  a  duty  on  shoe  polish  amounting  to  a  little  less 
than  2  cents  a  pound  (including  container). 

[The  names  of  certain  Stavanger  firms  that  might  be  Interested  lu  American 
■hoe  poiklab  may  be  (Stained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  oue  of  Its  branch  offlces.   Refer  to  file  No.  69486.] 


AUEBICAN  CONSULAK  OPFICEBS  ON  IXATE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
j  urisdictions :     


Mum. 


SumRMTS,  Hsddln  

UaTDiud,  L«3t«r  

Grace,  William  J  

Dawson,  William  

P«clc,  Willys  R  

Heswrsmitn,  Geoire  B. . 
Robwtson,  W.  Henry.. 

Sumiums,  Thomas  

Chamberiain,  Qeorge  A 

Cheshire,  Tlemfng  D... 


Pert. 


SftoPKolo,  BnuH. 

Amoy,  Chinn  

Aden,  Arabia.... 


Ronarlo,  Argentina. . . . 

TslneUti,  China  

Fwt  Erie,  ranada  

Buenos  Aires,  Argen- 
tina. 


Shgnichai,  China  

Lourenco  Uarques, 

Portuguese  East 

Afrba. 
Canttm,  China  


Expira- 
tion of 
ranue. 


Deo.  31 

...do  

Dee.  15 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Dec.  31 


Jan.  5 
Dec.  3X 


Ian.  31 


DeparUneatofBtate,Wsrt>IiiStoii,D.a 

Do. 

Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  Otj  of 

New  York,  New  York  City. 
90Q  Goodrich  Avenue,  8t.  Paul,  Ulnn. 
Department  of  Slate,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Lewes,  Del. 

Brancn  office.  Bureau  td  Forel^  and 
Domestic  Comnucce,  N«w  York, 


(-) 

Loi 


«tm  Club,  110  Wat  Flfty-menth 
Street,  New  York  CUy. 

Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Room   409,  Customhouse, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


•■  The  tour  of  .\mcrlcnn  elites  by  CobruI  Goncral  Thomas  Sfimmons,  of  Sbnnf;hal.  Includes 
Rochester,  Albany,  Caaajohflrk',  New  York,  Delrolt,  ChlcnRO.  Senttle.  Tocomn,  Portland, 
and  Ran  Frnncleco,  concluding  at  the  latter  place  Jno.  4,  1010.  He  wlU  confer  with  bual- 
ncas  men  at  tliesc  places  who  arc  interested  la  Irnde  in  China.  ' 
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HEATING  Ain)  COOEINa  STOVES  JJS  ATTSTRALEA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  WUliam  C.  Downs,  Melboarne.] 

The  market  in  Australia  for  iron  heating  stoves  is  practically  nil. 
The  island  continent  of  Austraha  lies  between  10°  41'  and  39°  8' 
of  south  latitude,  which  in  the  noi-thern  hemisphere  would  corre- 
spond to  the  northern  boundary  of  Costa  Rica,  in  Central  Ameri(^ 
and  Washington,  D.  C.  Over  one-third  of  the  country  is  withia 
the  Tropics,  and  in  no  part  is  very  cold  weather  to  be  expected.  What 
heating  is  required  is  nirnished  by  open  grates  burning  coal  or  wood 
or,  especially  in  the  country  districts,  by  kerosene  stoves  of  the 
familiar  ty^es  made  in  tlie  United  States.  In  the  cities  where  gas 
and  electricity  are  available  gas  logs  and  electric  stoves  are  largely 
used. 

Cooking  Btovei  In  Vie. 

For  cooking  stoves  the  market  has  been  held  by  a  type  of  cast- 
iron  stove  introduced  many  years  ago  by  well-known  British  firms, 
their  respective  styles  being  known  as  the  "  Beaconlight "  and  the 
"  Dover."  They  are  commonly  sold  in  three  sizes,  as  follows : 


KtBd. 

8tOT«. 

Ovaii. 

Weight. 

Width. 

Belgfat. 

Deptb. 

width. 

Height. 

"BeanoDllghl": 

Incha. 

Incha. 

Inclm. 

Inchet. 

Ituhet. 

29 

23 

27 

IS 

15 

271 

32 

24 

SO 

18 

H 

18 

X28 

37 

25 

35 

18i 

lU 

19 

"Dover": 

36 

28 

17 

IS 

8 

12 

m 

29 

231 

19 

14 

81 

14 

uo 

No.  8.  

32 

2t 

21 

16 

g 

16 

m 

The  stoves  are  adapted  to  burn  coal  and  wood.  The  wholesale 
price  in  England  for  the  No.  6  "Dover"  is  about  20  shillings 

($4.86). 

There  are  also  local  manufacturers  in  Perth,  Adelaide,  Hobart, 
and  Sydney  who  make  stoves  copied  from  the  above  styles  in  com- 
petition with  the  British  makers. 

Importation  and  Prodnctlon  of  Stoves. 

It  is  impossible  to  determine  what  is  the  value  of  stoves  imported 
into  Australia,  as  in  the  government  statistics  this  item  is  griuped 
under  the  general  heading  "  Manufactures  of  metal,  not  elsewhere 
included."  The  Commonwealth  production  of  stoves  and  ovens  is 
stated  to  have  been  about  $1,265,000  for  the  calendar  year  1913,  but 
this  total  also  includes  gas  stoves  and  register  grates.  The  largest 
local  manufacturer  testified  before  the  Interstate  Commission  that 
the  local  makers  meet  about  10  per  cent  of  the  total  Commonwealth 
consumption. 

It  is  evident  from  the  above  that  the  importation  into  Australia 
of  cooking  stoves  is  of  large  volume,  and  is  likely  to  continue  for 
some  time  to  come,  although  with  the  development  of  the  iron  and 
steel  industry  in  Australia  it  may  be  expected  that  the  local  produc- 
tion will  increase,  especially  in  articles  of  whidi  the  prmci|ml  com- 
ponent is  cast  iron. 
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It  is  the  opinion  of  hardware  merchants  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  replace  the  British  styles  mentioned.  Similar  styles  at  com- 
petitive prices  might  find  a  market. 

Iron  cooking  stoves  are  handled  by  the  wholesale  hardware  houses. 
Gas  stoves  by  the  gas  companies  and  by  the  hardware  dealers. 


fahgel-fost  cohventiov  with  abgentina. 

The  text  of  the  parcel-post  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Argentine  Republic,  which  went  into  effect  October  15,  has 
been  printed  by  the  United  States  Government  with  the  14  articles 
of  the  convention  in  Spanish  and  English  in  parallel  columns.  It  is 
provided  that  exchanges  of  mail  under  this  arrangement  shall,  until 
otherwise  mutually  agreed  upon,  be  effected  through  the  exchange 
post  offices  at  New  York  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  and  at 
Buenos  Aires  on  the  part  of  Argentina,  under  such  regulations  rela- 
tive to  the  details  ot  the  exchange  as  may  be  mutuaUy  determined 
to  be  essential  to  the  security  and  expedition  of  the  mails  and  the 
protection  of  the  customs  revenues. 

Forms  which  are  included  in  the  publication  give  blanks  for  "cer- 
tificates of  mailing,"  to  be  received  by  the  sender  from  the  post  office 
where  the  parcel  is  mailed,  for  customs  declarations,  and  for  the  de- 
scriptive lists  of  packages  sent  in  each  dispatch  of  a  parcel-post  mail. 

It  is  provided  that  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States 
and  the  director  general  of  posts  and  telegraphs  of  the  Argentine 
Republic  may,  by  agreement,  except,  on  account  of  insecurity  in  the 
conveyance  or  for  other  causes,  certain  post  offices  in  either  country 
from  receiving  or  dispatching  parcels  of^ merchandise. 


STEEI  KANin*ACTUBIHa  DT  ATTSTRAIZA. 

[New  Boath  Wales  IndnatrUI  Gacette,  September,  IdlS,  tnuBmitted  brConunerclml  AttacM 
WlUlam  C.  uowns,  Helboorne.] 

Up  to  the  end  of  August  the  output  of  the  steel  works  of  the 
Broken  Hill  Proprietary  Co.  (Ltd.),  at  Port  Waratah,  was  reported 
as  36,214  tons  of  pig  iron,  from  which  were  produced  17,184  tons  of 
billets  and  blooms,  and  11,674  tons  of  rails.  Existing  contracts  for 
steel  rails  included  -the  following,  for  the  Government:  Federal, 
47,000  tons;  Victorian,  3,300  tons;  New  South  Wales,  54,000  tons; 
and  South  Australia,  2,000  tons,  making  a  total  of  106,300  tons. 

Some  400  tons  of  steel  for  sliell  making  were  being  tested  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  and  it  was  reported  that  orders  had  been  placed 
for  plant  in  extension  of  the  works  to  inci-ease  their  capacity  from 
125,000  to  170,000  tons  of  steel  per  annum.  The  projected  additions 
include  two  open-hearth  furnaces,  with  extension  of  the  coke-making 
and  other  plant,  and  involve  an  estimated  expenditure  of  £300,000 
($1,460,000).  A  new  company,  viz,  the  Broken  Hill  Munitions  Pro- 
prietary Co.  (Ltd.),  was  reported  to  have  been  formed  during 
August,  with  a  capital  of  £100,000  ($486,650),  for  the  purpose  of 
manufacturing  hi/rh-cxplosive  shells,  etc.,  and  a  plant  to  the  value 
of  £20.000  (^7,300)  was  reported  to  have  been  ordered  from  the 
United  States. 
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FLOUB  TBADE  OF  SWATOW. 

[Consul  George  C.  Hanson,  Swatow,  China,  Oct  19.] 

American  flour,  which  comprised  practically  all  the  foreign  flour 
imported  into  Swatow,  arrives  from  Hongkong,  while  native  flour, 
the  product  of  the  mills  at  Shanghai,  comes  direct  from  that  port. 
The  American  flour  is  better  in  quality  and  color  than  is  the  native 
variety  and  has  always  been  preferred  locally,  even  if  it  is  a  little 
higlier  in  price  than  the  Shanghai  article. 

The  highest  point  reached  by  the  imports  of  the  American  variety 
was  20,194  tons  in  1912,  and  the  lowest  point  touched  was  11  tons  in 
the  first  half  of  1915.  The  lowest  point  touched  by  the  imports  of  na- 
tive flour  was  415  tons  in  1911,  and  the  highest  point  reached  for  six 
months  was  7^93  tons  in  the  first  half  of  1915. 

PnreliaseB  of  Satlve  aad  Fore^  Flonr. 

In  1908  the  imports  of  American  flour  were  13,634  tons,  while 
those  of  native  flour  were  only  588  tons.  As  small  as  the  amount  of 
the  latter  was  it  was  more  than  six  times  the  amount  imported  in 
any  previous  year.  The  year  1909  witnessed  a  drop  to  3,445  tons 
of  American  flour  imported  and  a  jump  to  7,669  tons  of  native  flour 
imported.  This  was  mainly  due  to  the  very  low  exchange  ruling 
throughout  that  year.  The  total  amount  of  flour  imported  into 
China  was  the  lowest  figure  since  1898,  while  the  amount  of  native 
flour  distributed  coastwise  from  Shanghai  during  the  year  was  twice 
the  quantity  so  distributed  in  1908. 

Shanghai  contributed  7,114  tons  of  flour  in  1910,  and  the  United 
States  5,084  tons.  In  1911,  14,415  tons  of  American  flour  were  im- 
ported, while  only  415  tons  of  the  native  variety  reached  this  market. 
The  reasons  for  the  decline  of  native  flour  imports  were  the  shortage 
of  native  wheat  on  account  of  floods  in  the  Yangtze  Kiver  Valley 
and  the  low  price  of  rice,  for  the  China  rice  crop  was  excellent  that 
year.  American  flour  tilled  in  the  gap  caused  b^  the  scarcity  of  na- 
tive flour.  Favorable  exchange  in  1912  pushed  imports  of  American 
flour  at  Swatow  to  20,194  tons,  while  only  783  tons  of  native  flour 
were  bought.  In  1913  good  rice  crops  caused  imports  of  the  American 
article  to  fall  to  16,566  tons.  Impoi*ts  of  native  flour  amounted  to  817 
tons. 

During  the  last  half  of  1914  the  price  of  American  flour  rose.  The 
result  was  a  further  decrease  to  14.446  tons  in  imports  of  American 
flour  and  an  increase  to  5,854  tons  in  arrivals  of  native  flour  during 
that  year.  During  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  only  11  tons  of 
American  flour  were  imported  into  Swatow,  while  imports  of  the 
native  article  amounted  to  7,293  tons.  The  figures  for  the  last  half 
of  1915  will  probably  show  a  similar  amount,  if  not  more,  of  native 
flour  imported  and  a  total  absence  of  arrivals  of  American  flour. 
Prices — ^Dealers. 

Local  Chinese  dealei^  report  that  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
American  flour  was  selling  at  $2.47  to  $2.55,  Mexican,  per  sack,  accord- 
ing to  grade,  and  there  were  no  stoclcs  of  native  flour  field  in  Swatow. 
At  present  tliere  are  no  stocks  of  American  flour  on  hand  and  native 
flour  is  selling  at  prices  ranging  from  $2.56  to  $2.70,  Me2dcaD,  per 
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sack,  accorrling  to  ^ade.  The  war  has  not  only  caused  the  dis- 
appearance of  American  flour  from  this  market,  out  has  increased 
the  sale  of  native  flour  and  has  caused  its  price  to  rise  above  the  price 
commanded  by  American  flour  before  the  "war  broke  out.  [The 
United  States  Treasury  Circular,  Values  of  Foreign  Coins,  gives  the 
value  of  the  Mexican  dollar  in  China  during  the  quarter  ended  July 
3,  1914,  as  $0,458  and  during  the  quarter  ended  October  1,  1915,  as 
$0.3841.] 

Twenty  or  more  local  Chinese  firms  and  one  foreign  (Japanese) 
firm  sell  flour  in  this  market.  One  month's  credit  is  usually  given 
to  them  by  Hongkong  and  Shangliai  merchants. 

The  present  condition  of  affairs  will  probably  exist  until  the  war 
ends.  Until  that  happens,  it  will  be  useless  to  expect  American  flour 
to  regain  its  commandmg  position  in  this  market. 

{Tv^o  samples  of  Chinese  (Shanghai  mill)  flour  sold  in  the  Swatow 
market  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.] 


ACTIVITY  OF  AUSTKAHAN  STEEL  WOBES. 

(Coneal  General  J.  1.  BrltUln,  Sjdney,  Oct  27.] 

Becent  publications  indicate  that  during  the  four  weeks  ended 
September  22,  1915,  the  Newcastle  (New  South  Wales)  iron  and 
Bteel  works  produced  9,968  tons  of  pig  iron,  which  is  about  the 
present  capacity  of  the  furnaces. 

At  the  open-hearth  furnaces  7,495  tons  of  ingot  steel  were  pro- 
duced. Australian  bricks  which  have  been  used  in  some  places  in 
the  roof  were  not  satisfactory,  luid  work  was  retarded  while  these 
unsuitable  bricks  were  being  replaced.  The  foundations  for  four 
additional  open-hearth  furnaces  were  commenced  and  an  additional 
soaking  pit  to  handle  the  increased  output  is  being  built. 

A  pig-iron  mixer  of  600  tons  capacity  has  been  ordered  which  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  production  of  steel.  The  output  of  the  open- 
hearth  furnaces  has  been  handled  at  the  blooming  mill  and  converted 
into  billets  for  the  market  and  blooms  for  the  rail  mill ;  5,757  tons  of 
blooms  and  billets  of  various  sizes  were  produced. 

The  rail  mill  is  working  satisfactorily  and  up  to  the  present  has 
produced  13,665  tons  of  rails. 

In  order  to  meet  the  demand  for  lighter  structural  shapes  and  rails, 
an  additional  rail  mill  has  been  ordered  from  America Jknown  as  an 
18-inch  mill.  This  will  relieve  the  large  mill  and  leave  it  to  handle 
only  the  heavier  class  of  work. 

The  Newcastle  steel  mills  were  opened  last  July,  and  practically 
all  the  machinery  for  it  was  purchased  in  the  United  States. 


Samples  of  dyeing  materials  produced  in  Ecuador,  which  were  de- 
scribed in  an  article  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  October  18, 
1915,  have  been  received  from  Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Coding 
at  Guayaquil,  and  may  be  inspected  by  interested  persons  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
Kefer  to  file  No.  66634.  The  samples  are  of  orchiUa  and  adiiote  or 
umatto. 
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TECHHIOAL  FBOaBESS  IH  BITSSIAH  STOAE  IHinrSTKT. 

ICmuml  Ocnenl  John  H.  Bnodgnn,  Moscow.] 

Returns  have  come  in  for  the  Russian  sugar  industry  in  connection 
yvith  the  inquiry  conducted  by  the  Journal  of  Finance.  [The  progress 
of  other  Russian  industries  was  discussed  in  GomcERCB  Refobts  for 
Sept.  3,  1915.] 

Being  under  the  influence  of  two  factors  diametrically  opposed  to 
each  other — the  systematic  increase  in  the  cost  of  raw  material  and 
the  systematic  decrease  in  the  maximiun  prices  on  one  side  and  the 
fixed  limits  of  production  on  the  other — the  su^ar  industry  was 
obliged  to  introduce  the  greatest  possible  technical  development. 
Nearly  all  replies  received  to  the  inquiry  mention  continuous  im- 
provement in  the  equipment  of  the  factories,  improved  methods  of 
production,  careful  control  of  the  results  obtained  under  varying 
conditions,  strict  economy  in  the  consumption  of  fuel  and  working 
power,  etc.  It  is  stated  that  Russia  takes  the  first  place  in  the  world 
in  technical  development.  Attention  is  also  called  to  the  fact  that 
certain  improved  methods  of  production  owe  their  origin  to  Russian 
inventors,  such  as  the  new  method  of  saturation  of  Kovalsky  and 
Kosalovsky,  the  new  method  of  continuous  saturation  of  the  Tros- 
tianetz  factory,  and  the  new  method  of  working  with  three  products 
according  to  the  Bogatko  system. 

Vmatltfaotory  Condltloiu— l^to-date  XqvliiiBeat. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  unsatisfactory  conditions  to  be  noted. 
For  instance,  diying  the  residue,  by  which  it  is  converted  into  valu- 
able food  for  cattle,  is  practiced  only  in  9  of  the  293  concerns.  The 
prevailing  method  is  to  place  the  residue  in  ditches  lined  with  stones, 
where  it  ferments  and  loses  a  considerable  part  of  its  properties.  The 
reasons  why  the  residue  is  not  dried  are  the  hi^h  cost  of  drying 
appliances,  the  comparatively  low  level  of  the  agricultural  and  edu- 
cational standards,  and  the  scarcity  of  ways  of  communication.  The 
last  two  reasons  are  the  cause  of  another  important  defect  in  the 
Russian  sugar  industry — the  comparatively  low  content  of  sugar  in 
the  beet  and  the  unsatisfactory  quantity  of  the  crop. 

The  production  of  sugar  requires  careful  and  constant  scientific 
observation,  and  this  accounts  for  the  comparatively  high  level  of 
technical  conditions  in  this  industry.  The  machineir  and  apparatus 
used  in  this  branch  of  industry  are  very  costly,  and  require  consid- 
erable time  for  their  amortization.  Nevertheless,  all  sugar  factories 
have  introduced  up-to-date  equipment,  which  proves  that  they  were 
obliged  to  incur  these  expenses. 

Teolmioal  Progren  in  Vaetory  A. 

The  technical  progress  achieved  in  this  industry  is  shown  by  the 
following  instances: 

Factory  A  has  introduced  new  methods  of  continuous  and  auto- 
matic saturation,  the  working  of  the  sirup  with  barite,  a  new  method 
of  working  with  three  i>roaucts,  and  payment  for  labor  according 
to  quantity,  with  a  premium  for  extra  labor.  The  same  factory  has 
introduced  hydraufic  transporters,  lifts,  automatic  unloading  of 
yellow  sugar  (silos  for  white  sugar  and  mechanical  transportation  to 
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them,  electric  conveyance  of  bags,  iron  reservoirs  for  the  residue 
instead  of  ditches  lined  with  stones,  mechanical  lathes  for  the  repair 
workshops,  etc. 

The  further  progress  noted  consists  in  the  increase  in  the  power 
of  motors,  increased  pi-essure  in  the  steam  boilers,  increased  speed  in 
the  mechanism,  the  removal  of  the  waste  left  in  the  filter  presses  by 
pumping,  instead  of  in  cars  drawn  by  horses. 

These  improvements,  made  for  the  purpose  of  a  more  complete 
extraction  of  sugar,  the  improvement  of  its  quality,  and  economy  in 
energy  required,  have  given  the  following  results: 


Items. 

IMS 

1913 

Conaomptltm  ol  beeto  per  d^: 

4,370 

2D,f»l 
1ft,  332 
83 

tS.S»-'6.(B 
4.«-4.63 
0.31 

6,164 
4,370 
16,117 
10,329 
«6 

&.8S 
0.M 

Wb(rie3ue  prices  of  suear: 

The  year  1913  was  not  wholly  satisfactory,  as  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  beets  could  not  be  harvested  on  account  of  the  early  frost. 
The  crop,  consequently,  was  much  below  the  average.  Nevertheless, 
comparatively  satisfactory  results  were  obtained,  owing  to  the  tech- 
nical progress  in  manufacture. 

Improvements  at  Factory  B. 

Sugar  Factorr  B,  instead  of  10  filter  presses  with  a  heating  surface 
of  203  square  feet,  has  erected  4  filter  presses,  each  of  which  has 
581  square  feet  of  heating  surface.  For  heating  sirup  a  rapid-current 
rechauffeur  has  been  installed.  The  refuse  oi  filters  is  removed  by 
means  of  a  screw  device  instead  of  by  carts,  the  sugar  is  dried  and 
conveyed  to  storehouses  by  the  pneumatic  apparatus  of  Chanikovsky, 
and  continuous  saturation  is  effected  by  the  system  of  Dombrovsky. 
There  have  been  added  two  mechanical  filters  for  the  juice  and  the 
sirup,  a  new  Fairburn  steam  boiler,  etc  The  results  show  the  fol> 
lowing  figures: 


Itonu. 


D«lly  consumption  of  beets: 

Per  workman  pounds.. 

Per  hctsspower   do — 

Total  short  tons.. 

Total  prod  act  ioQ  ol  sugar .  .do . . . . 


1908  1913 


3,036 
3,25U 
«2S 
6,594 


4.S39 
3,6S4 
693 
6,U2 


Items. 


Consumption  of  fuel  per  100 
pounds  of  beets  pounds. . 

Wholesale  price  of  sucar  at  works, 
per  100  pounds  


1906  1913 


S5.85 


MM 
tS.«9 


During  the  five  years  beets  rose  in  price  by  2  to  2.5  kopecks  per 
pood  ($0,029  to  $0,036  per  100  pounds). 

Progress  at  Factory  C. 

Still  greater  success  is  achieved  when  there  is  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  beets  and  full-time  work,  as  is  shown  by  Factory  C,  the  equipment 
of  which  did  not  stand  on  a  very  high  level.  This  factory  possesses 
2  new  vaeuum  apparatuses,  1  mixer,  1  new  centrifugal  apparatus,  2 
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reducing  valves,  and  a  number  of  minor  improvements  in  the  method 
of  work.  Its  report  of  progress  is  as  follows : 


Items. 

190S 

1013 

Items, 

ins 

uu 

DaDy  eonsnmptlon  of  beets: 

Per  horsepower  do  ... 

Total  consumption    ol  beets. 

2,420 

2,628 

19,028 

to.  1S3 

.637 

3,322 
3,452 

40,408 

to.  224 
.710 

Co6t— ContlDUed. 

Total    mannractorlng  ex- 
penses per  100  pounds  of 

».372 

5.7 
0.6 

to.  38) 

I.l 
8.3 

Consnniption  ot  fud   per  tOO 
pounds  of  beeta- 

Cost: 

Labor  on  100  poandB  or  beets. . 

Coal  rr.do.... 

Faetorles  D  and  E. 

In  technical  progress,  the  sugar-refining  works  have  not  remained 
behind  the  sugar  works.  Here  also  is  noted  the  tendency  toward 
reequipment,  economy  in  fuel  and  working  power,  with  the  same 
success.  As  an  illustration  there  are  given  Below  some  figures  show- 
ing the  operation  of  a  sugar-producing  and  sugar-refinmg  factory 
ffectory  D)  and  that  of  a  sugar-renning  factory  (factory  E). 
Factory  D  has  erected  three  new  water-pipe  boilers  and  has  intro- 
duced a  device  for  softening  the  water  and  two  heaters  for  the 
diffusion  of  juices.  This  firm  has  increased  the  number  of  Passburg 
drying  devices,  presses,  and  crushers  of  new  construction.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shows  tlie  development  of  factory  D : 


Items. 

1908 

1913 

Items. 

IMS 

1913 

D^y  production  of  snsar: 

Total  short  tons. . 

72 

:63 

20,800 

117 
294 

32,100 

Total    eonsompUoo   o(  tatU 

31,900 

to.  22 

6.97 

21,MT 
to.  24 

Per  workman  pounds.. 

Total  production  ot  refined  sugar, 
short  ions  

Cost  per  100  pounds: 

Beets  

Refined  sugar  (netj  

Factory  E  installed  mixers  of  the  Fourovich  E^^stem  for  dissolving 
white  and  yellow  sugar,  drying  apparatus  of  the  Passburg  system, 
economiser,  superheater  of  the  Bari  system,  etc.  Its  progress  is 
shown  by  the  following  figures: 


Items, 


Sail;  averan  production  of  snian 

Per  workman  pecnda. . 

Va  horsepower  do. .. . 

Total  production  of  refined  sufar  short  tens.. 

Coal  oonsumptlon  per  100  pounds  refined  sugar  pounds . . 

Price  of  refined  sugar  per  100  pounds.. 


1908 


no 

181 

:8,ou 

35 
S7.63 


1013 


2W 
178 
31,54A 
30 

ti.n 


The  decrease  in  the  price  of  refined  sugar  amounted  to  6.5  per  cent; 
at  the  same  time  the  raw  material  increased  in  price  very  consid- 
erably. Labor  prices  increased  by  almost  50  per  cent,  fuel  by  40 
per  cent,  bags  by  30  per  cent,  taxes  by  135  per  cent. 

Oeneral  Conolnsions  as  to  Condlttons  In  Sugar  Industry, 

The  above  figures  give  a  characteristic  proof  of  the  progress 
achieved  and  the  situation  of  the  industry.  From  the  numerous 
communications  received,  the  following  general  conclusion  may  be 
drawn.  In  view  of  the  continuous  increase  of  the  prices  of  raw  mate- 
rial and  the  constant  reduction  of  the  maximum  sugar  prices,  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COIIMEBCB  BEF0BT8. 


967 


sugar  industry  can  base  its  existence  only  on  its  organization  and  the 
technical  progress  of  manufacturing  methods.  But  technical  prog- 
ress has  its  limits,  which  will  soon  be  reached.  Therefore  it  is  neces- 
sary to  devise  radical  measures  that  will  give  a  sounder  basis  to  the 
industry.  The  rise  in  the  price  of  beets  is  due  partlv  to  the  fact  that 
some  estates  have  passed  to  the  hands  of  pea&^ants  who  prefer  raising 
cereals  to  planting  beets  and  parth'  to  the  insufficient  development  of 
ways  of  communication  and  the  difficulties  encountered  by  manufac- 
turers wishing  to  construct  their  own  railways  which  would  enable 
them  to  extend  the  territory  of  beet  plantations.  It  is  thought  that 
the  only  way  out  of  this  situation  would  be  a  considerable  increase  in 
production,  but  under  the  present  circumstances  sugar  is  expensive, 
and  the  demand  for  it,  though  rising,  remains  at  a  comparatively 
low  level. 

Labor  is  required  only  during  the  season,  and  therefore  a  constant 

labor  class  can  not  be  maintained.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  specialists 
also,  as  well  as  of  educated  and  trustworthy  workmen.  For  the  sugar 
industry,  as  well  as  for  the  other  industries,  the  Government  believes 
it  is  necessary  to  establish  special  schools,  and  to  raise  the  general 
educati(mal  standard  of  the  population. 


£XPOBT  07  BICE  FBOH  TAPAH. 

[Japan  Oasette,  Oct.  29.] 

Hitherto  Japanese  rice  has  been  largely  shipped  to  the  United 
States  and  Hawaii.  This  year  the  shipments  to  England  have  been 
considerable,  partly  because  the  price  on  the  Japanese  markets  is 
unusually  low  and  partly  because  the  Japanese  authorities  have 
ta  «n  measures  with  a  view  to  the  export  of  the  cereal.  The  ship- 
ments from  Yokohama  and  Kobe  during  the  first  eight  months  of 
1915  amounted  to  1,213,701  piculs  (1  picul=133i  pounds),  valued  at 
7,446,028  yen  ($3,708,122).  The  figures,  compared  with  the  corre- 
ftponding  period  of  last  year,  showed  an  increase  of  737,970  piculs  in 
quantity  and  4,294,679  yen  ($2,138,750)  in  value.  During  Septem- 
ber the  shipments  from  Kobe  were  70,909  piculs,  valued  at  439,374 
yen  ($218,808).  while  those  from  yokohama  were  1,050  piculs,  valued 
at  7,765  yen  ($3,867).  Kobe  leads  Yokohama  in  ex}>orts.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shows  the  shipments  during  the  first  eight  months  of 
the  year: 


Coontrr. 

FoozkU. 

VallM. 

Cotinb7. 

Poonds, 

TaliUb 

49,621,600 
61,375,086 
U,  750,800 
644.400 
34,152,400 

SI,  100,373 

i,m,m 

261,768 
11,697 
788,006 

35ft, 733 
2S7,733 
463,400 
16,730,000 

S»,6SS 
6,371 
10,933 
363,834 

United  Ststw  

China  

Bamll  

High  Piice  for  a  Dutch  Vessel. 

Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin  reports  from  Amsterdam  that  the  price 
paid  for  the  steamer  Potsdam,  of  the  Holland-Amerika  Line,  which 
was  sold  recently  to  a  Swedish  steamship  company,  was  more  than 
the  original  cost  of  the  vessel  15  years  ago.  The  reported  price  is 
4,600,000  crowns  ($1^06,000). 
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CHUE  HAY  ADD  SVaAB  RAISIKa  TO  ITS  ACTIVITIES. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Kccna,  Valpanlao,  Oct.  19.] 

Chile  is  not  a  producer  of  unrefined  sugars,  but  for  its  supply  is 
dependent,  primarily,  on  Pern.  The  greater  part  of  the  imports  of 
rcnned  sugar  has  been  received  heretofore  from  Germany.  The  pro- 
portions of  this  trade  held  by  the  various  countries  in  the  last  year 
before  the  war  (1913),  measured  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.62  pounds, 
were: 


Conntrln, 

Dnreflned. 

Refined. 

Wblle 
(Ros 
Emilk). 

UtMt  lont. 
M 

m 

274 
71S 
74,  M7 

IfeOie  tons. 
48 
9,3&4 
3 

00» 

St 
SO 
7 
12 
47 

*M 

77,«33 

9,011 

943 

The  importaticns  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915  have  been :  Refined, 
sugar,  4,125  metric  tons;  white  sugar,  C8  tons;  unrefined  sugar, 
38,590  tons.  These  statistics  have  not  yet  been  (uvided.  as  to  coun- 
tries of  origin. 


OhAnces  In  Import  Dutlei  m  Sugar. 

Under  the  law  of  October  19, 1914,  No.  2622,  the  import  duties  on 
sugar  were  changed  to  read  as  follows:  Impure  sugar,  0.5  peso  per 
100  kilos  ($0,083  U.  S.  currency  per  100  pounds) ;  granulated  sugar 
of  first  extraction,  1  peso  per  100  kilos  ($0,165  U.  S.  currency  per 
100  pounds) ;  refined  sugar,  6  pes<^  per  100  kilos  ($0.99  U.  S.  current^ 
per  100  pounds) ;  white  sugar  (Rosa  Emilia),  8  pesos  per  100  kilos 
($0,496  U.  S.  currency  per  100  pounds). 

The  retail  market  price  of  white  granulated  sugar  in  Valparaiso, 
just  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  was,  approximately,  $0.05  U.  S. 
currency  per  pound.  The  September,  1915,  price  was,  approxi- 
mately, $0,076  U.  S.  currency. 

The  high  price  at  which  sugar  is  ordinarily  sold  in  Chile,  and  par- 
ticularly the  increased  prices  prevailing  the  past  year,  has  given 
rise  to  considerable  speculation  as  to  whether  it  would  not  be  possible 
and  profitable  to  grow  some  form  of  sugar-producins  plant  in  Chile. 
The  Provinces  of  Tacna  and  Arica  and  Easter  Island  are  said  to 
contain  large  tracts  of  land  capable  of  producing  sugar  cane  equtd 
to  that  grown  in  Peru.  Recent  experiments  have  demonstrated  that 
the  soil  and  climatic  conditions  at  Llan^uihue  and  Chiloe  are  favor- 
able for  the  cultivation  of  sugar  beets  yielding  IT  per  cent  and  more 
of  sugar.  There  is  also  a  disposition  to  experiment  with  the  extrac- 
tion of  sugar  from  Chilean  corn,  which  is  estimated  as  capable  of 
producing  up  to  12  per  cent  of  saccharine,  which  might  be  nandled 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  United  States  to  prevent  the  conversion 
of  the  saccharine  into  glucose. 

Sugar  Indastry  Now  Comprlsei  Several  Bcflneriei. 

These,  however,  are  merely  projects  as  yet.  The  Sugar  industry 
of  the  country  at  present  consists  of  some  10  refineries. 
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One  of  the  leading  refineries,  situated  at  Vina  del  Mar,  has  renewed 
its  machinery  during  1913-14  and  now  has  a  capacity  of  125  tons  of 
re6ned  sugar  per  da^.  The  company  has  its  own  railroad  siding, 
rolling  stock,  and  switch  engines,  and  practically  its  own  wharf  and 
floating  equipment.  The  warehouse  capacity  is  50,000  oupcs  of  sugar. 
Automatic  dryers  have  been  installed  recently  in  the  bug  department, 
by  which  2,000  bags  can  be  handled  per  day.  All  of  the  mat  hinery  of 
the  refinery  is  operated  by  electricity,  generated  by  8  motors  of  1,308 
kilowatts  capacity.  The  company  also  supplies  the  public  and  private 
electric  lighting  current  for  tne  district  in  which  its  plant  is  situated. 

Another  refinery,  situated  at  Penco,  near  Concepcion,  has  its  own 
floating  equipment,  discharging  wharves,  etc.,  branch  railway  line 
and  roUing  stock ;  operates  a  box  factory,  and  has  constructed  a  large 
number  of  houses  for  its  employees.  The  material  for  boxes  is  taken 
from  the  company's  timber  lands  near  Valdivia.  The  refinery  is 
equipped  with  modem  machinery  and  has  a  capacity  of  100  to^s  of 
refined  sugar  per  day. 

[Lists  of  sngar  Importers  and  sagnr  refineries  In  Chile  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  ofikes.  Refer  to 
file  No.  68982.]   

EZFOBTS  OF  EGOS  FBOK  ZOtYVT. 

[^STPtlan  GnzettG.  Not.  2 ;  transmitted  by  CodruI  Arthur  GarrelB,  .Alexandria.] 

In  1900,  when  the  first  customs  returns  of  the  Egyptian  trade  in 
eggs  were  made  up,  they  showed  exports  of  13,232,000  eggs,  valued 
at  $53,068.  During  1914  exports  amounted  to  150.972,000  eggs, 
valued  at  $1,119,377.  Of  the  1914  shipments.  Great  Britain  (inchid- 
ing  possessions  in  the  Mediterranean)  took  118,487,000  eggs;  France, 
23,021,000;  Austria-Hungary,  6,375,000; 'Spain,  1,260,000;  Nether- 
lands, 936,000;  Tripoli,  465,000;  Italy,  285,000;  Greece,  143,000.  The 
season  for  exporting  eggs  begins  in  November  and  continues  until  the 
end  of  the  following  April.  Upper  Egypt  furnishes  70  per  cent, 
Fayum  and  Middle  Egypt  10  per  cent,  ani  Lower  Egypt  20  i>er  cent 
of  the  total  supply.  The  general  market  for  eggs  in  Egypt  is  Gab-, 
bari,  Alexandria. 

The  average  price  of  Egyptian  eggs  in  the  Alexandria  market  dur- 
ing the  season  1913  '  V  was  $10.63  per  1,000;  during  last  season,  the 
average  price  was  $9.14  per  1,000.  . 

The  cases  in  which  eggs  are  exported  are  made  in  Egypt,  but  have 
occasionally  been  imported  from  Switzerland  via  Marseille.  They 
measure  8  cubic  feet  and  contain  lv[40  eggs,  which  are  packed  with 
wood  wool  (fine  wood  shavings).  The  export  duty  on  eggs  is  1  per 
cent  ad  valorem,  and  marine  insurance,  including  war  risk,  to  Eng- 
land, is  now  35  per  cent.  The  freight  to  England  for  eggs  in  cases  is 
$12.17  per  ton  of  40  cubic  feet  (^.43  per  case),  and  the  freight  to 
MarseiUe  $1.54. 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Room  409  United  States  Castomhonfe ;  Boston,  eighteenth  tooT 
TTslteA  Statei  GnstomhonM;  CUeago.  604  Vedeiml  Building;  St  I^iais,  403  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta.  081  Port  Office  Bailding;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hibernla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  30d  TTnited  States  Cnstomhonie;  Seattle, 
fits  Alaska  Bnllding,  CooperatlTe  branch  offices:  Cleveland.  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Clnoinnatl,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Los  Angeles,  CJwBlier  of  Cemaarea; 
Detrtti^  Board  «f  Commene;  miadelphla.  Chamber  of  Comxaeree. 
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[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Baream  or  tt«  limneh 

offlcea*] 

Qlaaaware,  No.  19471. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  South 
Africa  states  that  a  number  of  inquiries  have  been  received  for  uames  of 
manufacturers  of  glassware  for  table  and  other  household  purposes.  It  la 
suggested  that  catalogues,  prices,  and  full  Information  be  amt. 

Paper  and  cardboard.  No.  19472. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  reports 
that  a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  manufac- 
turers of  paper.  Tlie  quality  of  paper  and  cardboard  required  is  the  same 
as  used  In  the  ynlted  States.  Terms  cash.   Shipment  should  be  f .  o.  b. 

Naples.  Correspondence  In  Italian  preferred. 

Trusaea,  No.  19478. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  France 
states  tliat  a  mercliant  desires  to  obtain  the  exclusive  agency  for  trusses  In 
France,  Swltzerlau'l.  and  Belgium.  If  required,  Inquirer  is  willing  to  bay 

on  his  own  account,  provided  an  exclusive-sales  agreement  Is  effected. 

Household  utensila,  etc.,  No.  19474. — A  company  In  Russia  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  manu- 
facturers of  household  utensils,  such  as  knives,  forks,  spoons,  metal  tea 
and  coffee  pots,  washing  and  meat-cutting  machines,  sewing  machines,  type- 
writers, cameras,  gramophones,  and  office  supplies. 

Soda-water  bottles,  No.  19476. — An  American  consular  officer  reports  that  a 
merchant  In  Bermuda  wishes  Immediate  quotations  on  100  dozen  soda-water 
bottles  with  glass  stoppers  and  pressed  caps.  If  posdble,  It  is  requested 
that  samples  be  fonvarded  with  quotations. 

TAeafer  chaire,  paints,  hardware,  etc..  No.  10476. — ^Managers  of  a  new  tiieater 
and  cbllseimi  In  the  Azores  desire  catalogues,  prices,  discounts,  and  other 
Information  regarding  theater  chairs,  paints,  hardware,  and  electric  light- 
ing fixtures  to  equip  a  theater  with  a  seating  capacity  of  8,000^  Prompt 
replies  are  requested,  as  the  building  Is  nearly  completed.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English. 

Mica,  No.  10477. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  South  Africa 
gives  name  and  address  of  an  owner  of  a  mica  mine  who  is  desirous  of  cor- 
responding with  persons  Interested  In  financing  such  a  proposition.  The 
claims  run  east  and  west  and  are  4,500  feet  by  600  feet.  The  five  shafts 
are  6  feet  by  4  feet  Inside  of  tlie  timbers.  It  Is  stated  that  a  lorge  number 
of  trenches  ore  open  e.^[i>oslng  from  5  to  7  Inches  of  mica. 

Sweep  pumps,  No.  19478. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Persia  reports  that 
an  Inquirer  desires  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of  sweep  pumps 
'  to  be  used  In  pumping  water  from  subterranean  aqueducts.  The  pumps 
should  be  capable  of  raising  water  from  a  depth  of  90  feet  to  a  height  of 
60  feet  above  ground.   Terms,  cash.   Correspondence  may  be  In  EugHsb. 

Tombstones  and  viarble,  No.  19479. — A  firm  In  Italy  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  It  desires  to  secure  agencies  for  the  sale  of  tombstones 
and  other  works  In  marble.  Correspondence  may  be  la  Eagllsh,  French, 
or  Italian.   References  furnished. 

Hardware,  No.  19480. — ^A  young  business  man  In  Brazil  desires  to  extend  hia 
busiuess,  and  requests  an  American  consular  officer  to  place  him  in  com- 
munication with  manufacturers  of  hardware. 

Small  machine  tools.  No.  19481. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France'  re- 
ports that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with 
manufacturers  of  small  machine  tools.  Price  lists  should  accompany  cata- 
logues.   Correspondence  should  be  In  French,  if  possible. 

Knitting  machines.  No.  19482. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
South  Africa  states  that  he  has  a  request  for  Information  concerning 
knitting  machinery  to  be  used  In  the  manufacture  of  hosiery  and  under- 
wear for  women  and  children.  Prices  of  hand  and  power  knitting  machines, 
capacity  of  eacli,  appro.Klmate  cost  of  operation,  and  all  other  information 
is  requested.  A  cable  code  should  be  mentioned.  If  a  satisfbctory  rtply 
is  received,  the  order  will  bo  cabled. 
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FBEE  ABMZSSUUir  OF  WHEAT  IK  SPAIN. 

[Cablegram  from  American  constflate  general,  Barcelona,  received  Dec.  7,  1915,1 

Owing  to  the  shortage  in  the  wh«Bt  supply,  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment has  authorized  by  royal  decree  the  free  admission  of  200,000 
metric  tons  of  wheat,  such  shipments  to  be  exempt  from  transporta- 
tion tax  as  well  as  import  duty.  Furthermore,  the  Government  is  to 
advance  funds  to  Spanish  millers  for  the  purchase  of  the  above  quan- 
tity of  wheat. 

[Foi'  previous  notice  regarding  customs  treatmmt  of  wheat  in 
Spain  see  Comuebce  Reports  for  Nov.  8, 1915.] 

EUBABGO  OH  LOGWOOD  IN  JAUAICA. 

The  State  Department,  Washington^  is  in  receipt  of  information 

by  cable  to  the  effect  that  the  exportation  of  logwood  from  Jamaica 
has  been  prohibited,  except  to  the  United  Kingdom.  1  Further  in- 
formation on  the  subject  has  been  requested  and  will  appear  in 
Commerce  Reports  when  received.] 

JAPANESE  TOYS  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  Thomas  D.  Bnwmna,  Fernle.  Dec.  2.] 

Almost  all  of  the  toys  purchased  by  Fernie  dealers  this  year  for  the 
Christmas  trade  are  of  Japanese  manufacture.  Formerly  German- 
made  toys  held  the  preference  in  this  market.  The  Japanese  manu- 
facturers are  now  turning  out  imitations  of  the  German  products 
which  sell  even  more  cheaply  than  the  German  toys  did. 

Fernie  does  not  offer  a  large  market  for  toys,  but  Fernie  dealers  are 
dependent  upon  t^e  available  stocks  of  the  Canadian  jobbing  houses. 

American  Packinir  Complimented, 

A  Chicago  company  making  stapling  wire  has  sent  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  a  letter  received  from  one  of  its 
foreign  customers  in  which  special  praise  is  bestowed  upon  the  firm's 
method  of  packing  its  goods.  The  letter  adds:  "AVe  find  it  difficult 
to  impress  upon  some  of  our  other  American  friends  the  necessity  of 
special  care  in  packing  for  export  shipment," 
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OCTOBEE  EXPORTS  OF  BEEADSTT7FFS,  OILS,  ETC. 

The  f  lilowing  statistics,  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce,  represent  the  exports 
of  domestic  breadwtuffs,  cottonseed  oil,  food  animals,  meat  and  dairy 

products,  cotton,  atui  inineral  oils  from  the  principal  customs districta 
of  the  United  Stales  during  October,  1914  and  1915,  and  10  months 
ending  October: 


Items. 

October. 

Tea  months  endfng  October. 

1915 

1014 

1915 

EXPOBTS  BT  OROUPa. 

Conon^oii  -{E^.; 

Keal aud  dairy  products  do  ... 

Itinlu- 



EXPOfiTS  BY  PBINOFAI,  ABTICLES. 

Ibuslipb . . 

f..  fbusiids.. 
""heot  (,l„ll  n,.. 

Fio"^  te  J::: 

 iii;.;^;^: 

B"f.f«sh  fe-;*:'-: 

o"-"oii  

 ■  K!:: 

Pork,  pickied.eic  {d"lh,'I,'-- 

Lard  compounds  {S^'W 

^^'>^  

man.iTm  inR  oU  

l-^bric.nn<,oH  g^-^^;; 

Ho-iduum,  fuel  oil,  elc  {d^'lSiars" 

38,347,570 
IG,  4  0,  ■  01 
l.mi,.')-i2 
.-0.0H4 

li,77s,;trii 

4'.P7.  132 
2B2,2S)  704 
;0  41.-.  413 

■,.7:t  4')7 
r:  I7<i  410 

30.  .MS.  107 
20,  103,1174 
1,430,4^4 
4S!'IS 
18,53^310 
67.1  270 
3.54  21  r,  M7 
4'.',<rta  3"5 
204,i  iir 
11  4.',>,I..'.S 

204,210,478 
1.^,404,.™ 

10,  e  o,ii:-o 

M.\.'70 
102,20ii,370 
4  3.57  3' 4 
2,2".0.766  i:t0 
2*i2  624  OiO 
l.XS'.l.,-,.-,li.70<i 
110.305,4.0 

4#1, 92-^888 
302,775,048 
21,.3«4,099 
2, 5tl.i,  449 
307,7^14.759 
7.27.1  2S0 
3,790  S.V>  402 
341  97.5.  WM 
l,!t3S  230  710 
llfi  it)4.727 

W.  71)'.  401 

110,013,375 

099,098.920  |  I.U>,240.S!6 

1,034.014 

(■■3  St  2 
155 

5.041  -'.ro 
19,  .'32  3I-0 
22  0K),ii4i 
1,34'.S»(I7 
6, 7  ."■ifi" 

5,  [I'A,  m 
l,3ill,400 

7  v.,  ,v7il 
.'■3.'i40 
l,asO,307 
1 10,  I 
4,M'S,ii73 
540,  r.;to 
13.5Mi,|-|l>( 
l,(f.0.ti(17 
8,41  ■.2^2 
■  l,307,;i.-,() 
4>-.i>:l.a';4 

6,  3a2.  1'21 
Sh-;,  ^37 

C..309 
l,04:l.'n 

2  !i.  3:  4 
6,  S7II,  957 

5211,294 
9,854,354 

34.^I>S4 

SO,  mm 

fi.140.ff.i5 
ia.570  IffiO 

2,3!i2,|-.i:3 
22.2iiO  703 

2.3!* 
04.701.114 

1,909.084 

1,01!>.421 
723  742 
7.ti<-7  3- '4 
3,  ^  4,  ..40 
17,','S(;,(lll 
20.4'>I.2<14 

1,  »-1,!-34 
6,Sl.s,374 

2,  SI  0,  S3 1 
4.a.ll5 

10.913, 212 
1,34-1.313 
2,UB>.ti,2 
2i4. 2S7 

10, 777. 710 
1,147.478 

51,.''i2.(il3 
0,  (1 3*1,  "17 

19,2'1.:3> 
2, 7J3.0  9 

2fi,lTil.ll'3 
2,MI.'j7!> 
2,.'i>ts,nifi 

2'.'2  321 
7,S'C,.;:17 

hill,  01 4 
3,7s3,i'llt 

351, 1.™ 
12,4SS,103 

2;th,  5;.7 

70.  .=132  .Mi2 
3.010  K4 

18.1|-«.IM) 

2  <>1 1.214 
IN.  113.ii)4 

2  31.^..S.52 
Sj,304.4S.> 

2,28S,441 

8, 403  6.15 
6..^rs  230 

22, 73^  :m 

12,2I2.4>>5 
125.  tI4(,4R0 
127.f.30,O'>2 

0.  321.704 
44,  1^0,742 
I'l, ■■'■.',■■70 

^■.•7'-.'i,'ia 
rj,  ^■.'■i,7«» 

I.I  i  .714 
IS,  4il7,  701 

1,  M  .•■K 
74.34  MliO 

7,1  ■''.■■SI) 

u  ■>.  ::  ■  ■.■..:y2 
v.;  -m.-vzi 

11^).  13  >,  714 
17.3lS,l.'5 

3:i,Cl.Mi,.i97 
i'.i,:«i7,  TO 
■J,  12;,  768 

■  43.1 39 
4.1,1 'j7,  18S 
4,0';i;,  100 
104,32»<.  :!W 

4,2R3,:il8 

,'>.-■.  ■  i:  27 

.WJ 

162  Sa-^.lKfJ 
22.  l«l.Mi7 

ir2. 205.0(57 
21.240  230 

685.037.  G,s7 
U,7itl.320 

4t.S20.0» 
33..5nO,R30 
90  308,810 
£2,^50,li3L 

170.213,902 

250  'JA3.5I4 
12,44S,748 
78.41h,345 
63,'j37,4'U 
9.970,630 

Eis,  16S,  774 
2S,073, 197 
37,r.34.63a 
4,075, 104 
87.1^3,408 
10. 3,=*,  393 

410, 4*1. 0« 
6.i,PS3,;'43 

227,415(1,740 
3l,.V.l,0l8 

372,439,SdS 
40,  OSS,  678 
36,110.019 
2,9(>4,943 
60,147,992 
5,895,101 

t3..U1.080 
4,:.00,758 

130,  .'(13, 133 
3, 4.3,  .587 

714  4'Ja.903 
42.3SS.g34 

300.944,391 
3e.«04.ffi7 

335. 17-2.  f.73 
36-0B2.0T3 

007. 113  411 
18.049.070 

COIOUBIA  FLANS  NEW  ROAD  CONSTBTTCTION. 

[(.'uiisiil  iMiiic  A.  MannluK,  nafranciiillla,  Nov,  II.) 

While  also  preparing  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  connecting 
San  Jose  de  Cucuta  with  the  Mugdalena  River  at  Tamalameque,  the 
Government  of  Colombia,  by  law  No.  20  of  1015,  has  declared  of 
urgent  public  utility  the  construction  of  a  cart  road  from  Cucuta  via 
Ocnna,  correginiieiito  de  los  Angeles  and  Agua  Chica  to  Gainarra  (or 
Puerto  Nacional)  on  the  Magdulenaj  and  with  a  branch  leading  to 
Loina  de  Corredor. 
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L&TEST  FOEEION-UONET  DECBEE  IH  CITBA. 

[Speclnl  AgGut  GaiTard  Harris,  supplemeiitlng  reports  published  Dec.  2  end  7,  1915.] 

The  latest  presidential  decree  in  regard  to  the  monetary  situation 
in  Cuba  is  dated  November  24,  and  is  substantially  as  follows : 

1.  From  December  1,  1915,  current  accoants  fn  Spanish  and  French  gold  will 
be  closed  iind  considered  In  a  state  of  converRlon,  or  liquidutlon,  and  new 
accounts  will  be  opene«l  in  the  legal  currency  (Cuban  or  American),  returning 
the  deposits  In  Spanish  or  French  gold  to  those  who  so  desire. 

2.  Until  June  1,  1916,  the  Spanish  and  French  gold  coin  will  be  legal  tender 
for  deposits  or  mercantllG  ti-jinsnctions  made  previous  to  December  1,  1915.  at 
the  rate  of  $5.30  for  each  centen,  and  $4.24  for  each  louls,  or  payment  will  be 
made  In  lei^l  currency,  gold,  at  the  rate  of  $4.82  for  a  centen  or  $3.8G  for  a 
louls,  at  the  option  of  the  debtor.  After  June  1, 1916.  the  decree  of  September  11, 
1915,  will  go  Into  force. 

3.  It  is  agreed  that  the  substitution  of  Spanish  and  French  gold,  which  may 
be  delivered  by  banlilng  institutions  through  the  Banco  Nacional  de  Cuba  in 
the  form  and  name  which  may  be  arranged  with  same,  may  be  effected  at  the 
rate  of  $4.82  official  currency  for  a  centen  and  $3.86  for  a  louls.  To  this  effect 
the  prohibition  of  Imports  of  such  foreign  coin  is  effective  and  ratified. 

4.  The  prohibition  of  the  circulation  of  foreign  silver  and  gold  coins  after 
December  1,  1915,  la  also  ratified,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  the  United 
States.  All  pending  transactions  In  Spanish  silver  will  be  payable  In  l^al 
currency  at  the  rate  of  the  quotation  of  same  on  November  30. 

5.  This  arrangement  also  exten<ls  to  common-law  obligations  contracted  on 
the  specific  basis  of  payment  in  Spanish  or  French  gold  coin. 


BIO  FSICE  PAIS  FOB  SHIP  GHABTEB,  OBEGON  TO  FBAKCE. 

The  Pacific  coast  sales  agent  for  several  large  shipbuilding  and 
foundry  companies  reports  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  that  the  new  steamer  Pacific^  which  was  built  in  San 
Francisco,  and  which  last  month  made  a  successful  trial  in  San 
Francisco  Bay,  has  been  chartered  by  a  prominent  exporting  firm 
in  Portland,  Oreg.,  at  the  record  figure  of  $31.50  per  ton  for  delivery 
from  either  Portland  or  Puget  Sound  to  France.  , 

The  Pam^c  is  a  9,000-ton  carrier,  and  will  draw  in  freight  charges 
for  her  trip  from  Portland  to  France  $283,500.  The  voyage  will 
take  90  days  by  way  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  giving  a  gros.s  mcome 
per  day  of  $3,150.  The  price  is  more  than  the  vessel's  owners  asked 
originally.  The  steamship  agents  in  San  Francisco  had  offers  from 
at  least  seven  different  exporting  firms,  the  correspondent  of  the 
Bureau  states,  and  this  accounted  for  the  increase  in  charges. 

The  conditions  disclosed  are  cited  by  the  sales  agent  as  empha^z- 
ing  the  need  of  tonnage  on  tlie  Pacinc  coast  for  ^lipments  both  to 
the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  and  to  Europe. 


Samples  of  large  and  medium  canary  seed  which  are  to  be  found 
on  the  market  at  Seville,  Spain,  and  which  represent  a  class  of  prod- 
uct mentioned  by  Consul  Gracey,  at  Seville,  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  October  30,  1915,  as  offering  the  possibility  of  export  to  the 
United  States,  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.  They  may  be  inspected  by  interested  persons 
on  application  to  tho  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Kefer  to  file  No. 
67178. 
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CHAKACTEE  OF  IMFOBTED  RICE  SHOWK. 

To  give  those  connected  with  th«  rice  industry  in  the  United  States 
knowledge  of  the  quantity,  quality,  and  condition  of  the  rice  im- 
poi-ted,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  will  shortly 
pubhsh  Bulletin  \i'2Z — Importance  and  character  of  the  milled  rice 
imported  into  the  United  ."-^tatcs." 

The  bulletin  points  out  tli.  !  it  lias  been  necessary  to  augment  the 
American  crop,  which  is  insutik-ient  to  supply  domestic  demands;. by 
importing  large  quantities  from  abroad.  As  a  result,  the  competition 
between  home-grown  rice  and  certain  grades  of  foreign  rice  has  be- 
come of  importance  to  the  rice- producing,  milling,  and  handling  inter- 
ests of  Louisiana,  Texas.  Arkansjis,  South  Carolina,  and  California. 
The  builetiii  gives  slati.sticy  of  tlie  importittion  of  uneleaned  and  com- 
pletely milled  rice  for  19io,  and  11)14.  These  .show  that  prac- 
tically $r),000,OUO  worth  of  rice  was  imported  during  the  fiscal  ye-ar 
emled  June  30,  Ifll-t,  an  increase  of  00  per  cent  over  the  impoitation  of 
the  year  before  and  double  the  amount  inipoi  ted  in  1912. 

The  bulletin  then  gives  in  detail  a  dt^Suription  of  the  rice  types  and 
the  results  of  mechanical  and  chemical  analyses  of  samples.  The 
data  from  the  nicciianical  tests  cover  weights  of  grains,  percentage  of 
damaged  rice,  the  number  of  paddy  grains,  and  the  percentages  of 
whole  gi-ains,  liaif  gr;'  'iis,  and  smaller  pieces  found  in  Japan,  Chinese, 
Java,  §iam,  and  Patna  rice. 

The  bulletin  is  technical  in  character.  It  can  be  obtained  free  from 
the  department  as  long  as  the  supply  for  distribution  lasts. 


AMERICAN  CONSUIAR  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  witli  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 


Siinimprs,  Miiildin  

M  ivniril.  l.fslBr  

<:niri'.  Willum  J  

Dnwsiiri.  Willium  

re.'lt.  Wilhs  K  

Mt'.-;or-:niiOi,  <;enri  p  S, 
lioiMTiSOii.  W.  Henry. 

Stininion.1.  Thomas  — 
ChamberUtn.  QeorKO  A 

Cbf^hire,  Fleming  D.. 


Post. 


f-ao  Panic.  Hraxil  

AiiKiy,  I  i.iiu  

Aden,  Araliia  


l!i),-;;irio,  Ari  cniiri!!.,. 

Tsiii'^inii,  I  Iriii.;  

Fnn  i  .ric,  i  luud'i  

Bri'iui.  Airp.-i.  Ai':  t'li- 
I  iit.i. 


f-h  incliai.  riiin'i  

l.Dilri  nco.  Marques, 

roriiiKUcsv  East 

Alricj. 
Cuitou,  China  


l-:-i|>iri>- 
tiitii «[ 
vpiii.e. 


, .  .do. 
Oil-. 

..do. 

.I:iTi. 

-I.Lll. 

Dec. 


Jan. 
Dec. 


Inn.  31 


Address. 


L>et>nrtment  of  State,  Washlct-ton,  D.C, 

Do. 

As^iK  liiion  of  Ihc  Rar  ot  llie  City  of 

NfA-  York,  New  Vort  (  iiy. 
'ifi.;  i;iM)iirii  li  A\(;niie.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Pft'^'.rinienl  of  SiJie,Was!iinmon,  D.C. 
l,e,M'i,  Hei. 

liriinrli  oMice.  rii!r(^u  of  Foreli:n  and 
Douiesllc-  I'omniercc,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

C) 

Lotus  Club,  no  We^t  Firtr-serentb 
Street,  New  York  Cfty. 

Burenii  of  Fori'ign  an<I  Domratk;  Coro- 
inerct'.  Room  Wi.  Custombouw, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


"  The  tour  of  Araericnn  citios  l>y  C'onsnl  GenernI  Thonina  Snmraonji,  of  Sbnnffhal.  Includes 
RoiOteMter,  Allmny,  Cnnjijol  arie.  New  Vdrk.  Deti-oll,  t:iiicti«o,  Seattle.  Taroina,  I'ortland, 
and  San  i'rnncisi-o,  oouclniilnc  nt  the  latter  place  .Inn.  4.  Umt.  lie  will  confer  with  bDll- 
nesa  men  at  these  pltices  who  are  Intereated  io  trade  In  China. 
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posmoirs  fob  tottno  fobto  bicaits  sottght. 

The  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Lnbor  of  Porto  Rico  has  suggested,  in 
a  communication  to  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  the  possibility  of  employment  of  young  Porto 
Bicans  in  the  foreign  trade  of  this  country.  He  says  that  as  American 
manufacturers  are  malting  special  efforts  to  obtain  markets  for  their 
goods  in  Spanish-American  countries,  there  should  be  openings  in 
those  houses  for  young  men  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  both 
English  and  Spanish,  and  equipped  by  their  training  to  render  satis- 
factory service. 

The  Porto  Kican  Bureau  of  Labor  has  prepared  a  circular  letter 
to  be  sent  to  interested  merchants  in  the  United  States,  and  is  seeking 
a  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  such  merchants.  The  letter  from 
the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  is: 

GOVERNlfENT  OF  PORTO  RlCO, 
DEFABTUENt  OF  LABOB,  ClIABmES,  AND  C^BECTIONS, 

BtTBEAU  OF  fiABOR, 

Sm  Juan,  November  H,  1915. 

Sib  :  For  the  Inrt  two  years  the  burenu  of  labor  of  Porto  Rico  baa  been  con- 
duetinR  n  free  employment  nfrency.  Mnny  uppIicantR  hitvo  been  enrolleil,  among 
them  perfwins  qunllllod  ns  stonosmphers.  snlesmen,  trnnslntors,  etc..  who  siwrik 
botb  KnKlish  nnd  Spanish.  It  Is.  however,  exlrenicly  difllrult  to  find  positions 
for  npplicantfi  of  this  cinss,  due  to  the  fact  that  Porto  Rico  is  an  ajrrlculturai 
country  nnd  thnt  very  few  indvistrles  in  need  of  men  trained  for  clerical  work 
exist  on  the  Inland.  This  condition  Is  hecomlng  more  and  more  presslns  every 
ycnr.  The  number  of  our  industries  offering  work  of  this  nature  Is  InrreasinR 
very  slowly,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  our  schmds  are  praduntins  Inrcer  and 
larger  niiniliers  of  youns  men  trnlned  In  the  excellent  business  courses  provldetl. 

In  view  of  these  facts  tlie  bureau  of  labor  la  anxious  to  get  Into  communica- 
tion with  bii^inrss  liouses  In  the  Ignited  States  havluc;  dealinprs  with  Centrnl  and 
South  Amcrlcu  fn  order,  if  possible,  to  obtain  positloTis  for  these  yoims  men.  It 
has  seeitK^I  to  us  that,  at  the  present  time,  when  American  niaiiiifacturei's  are 
miikliiT  special  efTnrls  to  obtain  markets  for  their  jrootls  In  Hpnnish -American 
countries,  there  should  ho  openinss  In  those  lioiise?^  for  yoims  men  witli  a 
thoroTifrh  knowledire  of  !)oth  Knirllsli  and  Spaidsb  and  eqiiipitod  hy  their  tr;iinlnff 
In  our  hish  schools  and  private  schools  of  connnwe  to  render  very  satisfactory 
senicps. 

It  ts  to  be  noted  thnt  these  younff  men  are.  hy  their  nssoelntlon  here,  familiar 
aVIMi  the  business  coTu-tesy  and  methods  as  well  ns  with  the  personal  charnrfer- 
Istlcs  provulUns:  In  Spanish-American  coiintrles.  Porto  Tlico  Is  Spanlsh-Anterl- 
can  in  tln'-o  respects,  and  the  qualifications  of  these  young  men  shouM  Ih-  of 
veal  help  to  American  ninnnfacf iirers  in  ndnpting  themselves  to  the  peculiar 
rcfiuirements  of  Spanlsli-Anierlcan  peoj>le. 

To  tli:it  efTiM-t  wo  have  prcpriretl  a  circular  letter  to  he  sent  to  merchants  tn 
tlie  rnile*!  States.  ofTerinj:  them  the  services  of  our  free  employment  nuency, 
but  It  liavin?;  lH'en  Impossible  to  obtain  an  elllcient  list  of  such  merciiants  with 
their  nddresses,  we  depend  on  the  courtesy  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  to 
obtain  It.  hereby  rej-peftfnlly  rofinestliifi  that  you  kindly  have  this  bureau  of 
laltor  furnlsheil  with  such  list  as  soon  as  yon  deem  It  corTvenlent. 

Thanklufi  you  in  anticipation  of  your  courteous  attention,  I  remain,  sir, 
Most  resiMMTtfully, 

P.  O.  RonEHTS, 
Clik  f  Bureau  of  Labor. 


RAIIWAY  SUKVEY  IN  COLOMBIA. 

[Consul  I-^nac  A.  MuDDlng,  ItarranquUla.  Nov.  8.] 

The  technical  commission  of  engineers  in  chargre  of  the  prelimi- 
nary survey  of  tlie  route  of  the  railway  from  Cncnta  to  the  ^^afr(lalpna 
Kiver,  in  Colombia,  have  bejiun  work  on  the  line  between  Ocauu  and 
Tnmalameque.  It  is  thought  the  survey  will  be  finished  by  the  end 
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THE  INSUSTBIES  OF  PEKING. 


[Commercial  Attai.-h6  Juleon  U.  Arnolcl,  Peking,  China.] 


While  Peking  is  not  a  commepcial  city  in  the  same  sense  as  nre  the 
treaty  ports  of  China,  it  nevertheless  is  an  important  consuming 
and  di.«tributinf;  center.  It  has,  moreover,  ninnercuif?  distinctive 
industries,  nnd  tbi'se  ^vci"e  made  the  subject  of  a  series  of  artiii'Ies 
recently  publislied  in  the  Pekin*^  Daily  News.  The  following  inter- 
esting items  are  from  that  source: 

Ice,  Liquors,  and  Noodles. 

Ice  is  a  hot- weather  necessity,  nithoufih  not  In  the  same  Bonse  ns  fomi  and 
cluthfug.  In  PekiiiK,  where  tlie  luitlve  re»4tuiiruiits  reach  their  hit^liest  devHi>i>. 
iDcnt,  ice  ts  coiiKunitH]  in  euormoiiK  quantities.  There  in  no  artificial- Ice  plant ; 
nil  ice  is  st<ii-e<I  from  the  provlotis  ^winter.  Tlie  ice  vaults  nre  iocatol  nenr 
Tl-ar  Men  around  the  lar^e  pniid  known  ns  Shih  Sali  Hid.  The  owners  of  those 
vaults  almost  tn<tnopolize  the  whole  industry  and  luivo  1h><')iiho  wonlrhy  in 
consequence.  The  lie  is  cut  into  cubes  and  store<l  in  midwinter,  tlie  snie  lielng 
oiM-ned  in  March,  Most  of  tlie  iiirpo  resin u rants  and  fresh-fcHMt  wliolesale 
houses  contract  for  luiKe  quaniitles  each  year,  as  It  is  the  only  way  to  avDid 
the  Id^h  prices  usually  previiilinK  in  miilsuxmiier. 

There  are  In  all  18  distilleries  in  Peking.  They  enjoyed  prosp<?rity  until 
1900,  when  the  unfavorable  money  market  forced  nine  of  them  to  close.  These 
nine  are  not  dlsorganize<I ;  the  otlier  goInK  concerns  cnntrilnite  enough  to  ket*p 
them  In  cimdition,  so  that  whenever  favorahie  circumstances  return,  they  can 
easily  be  restarted.  In  spite  of  their  efTorts  to  waitrol  tlie  trade,  howcvi^r,  an 
Influential  indeiM-ndent  merchant  successfully  started  In  business  recently,  and 
was  the  first  one  to  contract  for  tlie  sale  of  liquor  after  tlie  e.stablislunciit  of 
the  Government  momii>oly. 

The  great  staple  fooiis  of  China  are  rice  for  the  sonth  and  wheat  for  tlie  north. 
Peking  is  somewhat  dirfereiit  from  the  r4»st  of  northern  cities  In  r(**:}K'<'t  of  the 
proportion  of  s()utliern  reshlents.  In  spite  of  tills  fact,  however,  tlic  treat  bulk 
of  the  native  population  Ktlll  consumes  large  quantities  of  wheat  In  toe  form  of 
bread  and  noodles,  the  latter  lieing  eonshlereil  more  of  a  delicacy.  In  former 
days  nootlles  were  all  handmade,  but  the  processes  were  not  all  that  could 
be  desired  from  a  sanitary  standpoint.  ra<rtories  have  now  been  established 
(of  which  Yang-Whei  Is  the  most  prominent)  for  the  mnnufacture  of  rnxnlles 
(ni  a  large  scale.  The  ma(rhmery  used  Is.  with  the  exception  of  n  few  mcKlilica- 
tions,  similar  to  that  for  the  manufacture  of  vermicelli.  The  notKllew  are 
graded  into  four  classes  according  to  the  finenes.s  of  the  tlireinls.  The  higher 
the  grade,  the  finer  the  thread,  It  Is  generally  believe*!  that  the  fineness  nids 
both  cooking  and  digestion.  Another  important  Improvement  is  the  elimination 
of  soda,  which  Is  declareil  to  be  detrimental  to  the  human  system  by  mtKlern 
physicians.  Noodles  are  put  up  in  packages  retailing  at  10  cents  Mexican  (less 
than  4  cents  U.  S.]  each  and  may  be  stored  away  for  moutlis  without  deteri- 
orating. 

Soap,  Artificial  Flowers,  and  Picture  Honntinff. 

There  are  several  native  factories  in  I'ekinfj  en^rascd  hi  the  maimfncture  of 
sonp.  each  employing  about  a  dozen  men.  Vu-Iiua  is  one  of  the  hent  known. 
They  arc  not  what  may  be  called  ui>-to-date  factories  and  do  not  attempt  to 
turn  out  high-gnide  products,  using  only  raw  material  fimnd  in  the  local 
market.  The  fat  is  bought  from  the  butcher  sliops,  while  the  alkali  is  obtained 
from  the  Province  of  Hupeh.  The  metliwl  of  marketins  is  also  ratlier  haphnz;ard. 
Street  runners  nre  employed  in  place  of  regular  sales  agencies,  nnd  the  g<MMls 
reach  the  consmiier  through  the  many  small  stands  and  shops  by  the  roadside. 
Tlie  soap  Is  soft  and  very  poor  In  quality,  but  its  exceedingly  low  price  gives  It 
a  fairly  good  market.  A  case  contaiidng  100  cakes  Is  sold  for  only  a  little  <iver 
$1  (npproxlnintcly  118  cents  T'.S.).  Chenp  price  suits  the  Chinese  common  people 
very  well,  but  it  is  to  be  ho)>ed  that  the  quality  will  be  somewhat  improved 
without  materially  affecting  the  cost  of  manufacture. 

The  artificial  flower  of  iVkIng  is  noted  for  Its  excellent  workmanship.  It 
was  at  one  time  extensively  useil  tor  personal  adornment  and  household  decora- 
tion. The  fashion,  however,  has  greatly  dianged,  and  very  few  ladles  can  be 
seen  wearing  such  decorations  nowadays.  The  trade,  however,  haa, found  other 
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.outlets ;  a  good  deal  Is  exported  to  the  vicinity  of  Kalgan.  etc.  It  is  lioped  tliot 
a  much  bigger  export  trade  can  be  built  up  In  this  way,  as  the  article  has  intrln- 

sic  merits. 

AH  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  ChineKe  pnlntings  and  scrolls  of  vnrloiis 
binds  can  not  fnil  to  note  tholr  peculiar  anil  elaborate  mouDtlnRS.  This  work  Is 
all  done  by  hand  and  requires  no  little  skill,  as  well  as  n  certain  nmonnt  of 
artistic  taste  in  the  choice  of  colors,  etc.  Tills  gives  rise  to  a  siiecinl  industry, 
and  Peking  mounters  enjoye*]  special  prosperity  on  account  of  tlie  large  number 
of  officials  who  hud  artistic  hobbles.  After  the  Boxer  rising  of  1000  the  business 
showed  a  steady  decline,  and  tlie  years  between  the  first  anil  second  revolution 
witnessed  the  lowest  ebb  for  works  of  this  nature.  During  the  last  couple  of 
years,  however,  the  mounting  Jobbers  liave  been  kept  fairly  busy,  Indicating  an 
approaching  revival  of  trade. 

The  Textile  Indnstry. 

The  textile  Industry  of  Peking  was  started  over  a  dozen  years  ago,  the  Fu-Wu 
Gn.  being  the  earliest  establishment  It  proved  to  be  a  vei^  prosperous  I)uslness 
and  scores  of  manufacturers  went  in.  None  of  them,  however,  had  adequate 
capital  to  run  their  undertakings  on  a  large  scale,  and  the  machinery  employed 
Is  mostly  of  crude  make.  Consequently,  the  products  are  somewhat  inferior  to 
those  of  the  Tientsin  factories  using  modern  steel  machinery.  There  is  also  a 
difference  in  the  coloring  and  dyeing  processes,  which  uiakes  the  Peking  prod- 
ucts less  attractive  on  the  market.  On  the  other  hand,  the  factories  have  to 
pay  a  higher  price  for  the  yarns  for  buying  in  smaller  lots.  As  a  result  of  nil 
these  factors  local  products  supply  only  n  very  small  portion  of  the  market 
demands.  The  8hu-CIiuan  industrial  factory  Is  the  only  one  that  competes  suc- 
cessfully with  the  imported  stuff  at  present. 

The  Sinng-Yung  towel  factory  Is  one  of  the  best  examples  of  the  recent  at* 
tempts  of  the  Peking  Chinese  at  towel  manufacture.  Tlie  factory  is  sltuate<l  in 
the  Sing  Fong  Market,  occupying  16  rooms.  About  30  regular  workmen  are 
employed  to  attenil  to  a  set  of  woorlen  machines.  The  working  hours  are  from 
6  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.,  the  workmen  being  allowed  to  take  shifts.  The  daily  pro- 
duction nniountH  to  3()  or  *)  ilozen  of  assorted  Iiufkiihat-ks  ami  large  hath  towels. 
The  selling  price  ranges  from  $0.70  to  $2.40  ($0.27  to  $0.91  U.  S.)  per  dozen, 
according  to  the  size  and  grade.  The  two  cheap  grades  correspond  very  closely 
to  the  Japanese  make  in  price,  but  excel  the  latter  in  quality,  while  the  higher 
grades  of  bath  towels  are  the  only  products  of  the  kind  found  In  the  market 
here.  Tlie  factoiy  Is  under  the  able  management  of  Mr.  Meng,  who  has  ex- 
tende«l  the  sales  us  far  as  Kalgan  and  way  Into  Shansi  and  Kansu.  The  de- 
mand has  becf»nie  very  lanje  and  the  number  of  smaller  manufacturers  has  been 
constantly  increasing. 

The  knit-goods  Industry  is  well  adapted  to  tlie  home  and  small  ostahllBlunents. 
A  small  machine  can  he  had  for  as  low  as  $20  ($7.60  U.  S.)  and  skill  In  opera- 
tion cnn  e«.'*Ily  he  acquired.  In  Peking  a  number  of  poor  families  are  alrendy 
making  this  a  means  of  living.  Several  manufacturers  are  also  to  be  found 
employing  from  30  to  50  workers. 


TROUT  PLANTING  BY  BTTREATT  OF  FISHERIES. 

A  report  from  the  supervisor  of  the  Carson  Jfational  Forest,  m  New 
Mexico,  gives  the  results  of  various  shipments  of  trout  fry  made  to 
that  forest  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fislieries.  On  xViigust  6, 
2,000  rainbow  trout  allotted  for  the  Pueblo  Lake  were  placed  in 
South  Fork  I-iuke,  as  Pueblo  Lake  was  not  properly  screened  to  pre- 
vent the  fish  leavii.g  the  lake.  On  August  15,  6  cans  were  planted 
in  Vallecitos  Creek,  4  in  Upper  Tusas  Creek,  and  3  in  the  canyon  of 
Tusas  Creek.  On  September  15, 12  cans  of  native  trout  were  planted 
in  Beaver  Creek  above  the  falls  and  1  can  in  San  Antone  Kiver  near 
Banger  station.    All  of  the  plantings  were  a  thorough  success. 

The  Bureau  is  particularly  interested  in  the  stocking  of  the  waters 
of  the  national  forests,  paries,  and  reservations.  Much  work  along 
this  line  has  been  done  and  much  more  is  in  contemplation. 

Digitized  by  Googk 


968 


OOMHEBCB  BEPOBTB. 


GUBAH  XABOT  FOB  FAHCY  BISCUIT. 

[Speclnl  ABcnt  Garrard  darrts.] 

The  United  States  has  not  yet  been  able  to  overcpme  the  lead  of 
tlie  T'nited  Kinfjih  m  in  Cuba's  trade  in  fancy  biscuit,  cakes,  and  the 
like.  In  l!>i3,  the  hist  normal  year,  Cuba's  imports  of  these  articles, 
mainly  tinned,  totaled  .5<)4.*283  pounds^  valued  at  $85,378;  and  of 
this  amount  the  United  Kiiij?d<  m  furnished  4ii8.762  pounds,  valued 
at  $08,H48.  The  United  Stiites  sent  91,739  pounds,  valued  at  $9,993; 
France  shi])ped  in  41.ti<)5  pounds  of  the  value  of  $.").947;  and  Bel- 
gium, Spain,  and  (lernmny  furnished  insig^nificant  quantities. 

In  the  calendar  year  1914  the  efl'ect  of  the  war  on  Eurtipean  trade 
was  noticed,  for  the  (Tnitcd  States  shii)ped  in  108,ljr)  poimds.  valued 
at  $11,057.  an  inci'ease  of  1(>,416  pounds  in  quantity  and  $I.6(>4  in 
value.  Belgium  and  (Jermany  do  not  apiwar  in  the  official  import 
records,  France  fell  to  i?:2.73C,  and  receipts  from  the  United  King- 
dom fell  to  3;t9,197  pounds,  valued  at  $r»3.995.  The  figures  for  1915 
will  likely  sliow  a  larger  gain  for  the  United  States,  although  no 
difficulty  is  ex]>erieTiced  in  getting  goods  from  England  and  there 
has  been  no  curtailment  of  the  regular  tenns  given  in  the  past. 
The  English  goods  are  handled  through  the  Boston  representative 
of  the  bakers,  who  also  represents  a  celebrated  English  pickling 
and  preserving  house  and  who  makes  [jeriodical  trips  to  Cuba.  Very 
little  of  the  trade  is  handled  through  jobbei-s. 

Enpllih  Varieties  In  Favor. 

It  is  a  field  that  American  bakers  can  very  well  afford  to  watch  and 
cultivate,  for  with  increasing  prosperity  in  Cuba  the  demand  for 
these  fancy  biscuit  will  imdoubtedly  grow.  In  common  crackers, 
however,  the  United  States  leads,  shipj)ing  in  1913  224,375  pounds, 
valued  at  $14,S07,  to  England's  1.010  pounds,  of  tlie  value  of  $126; 
and  in  1914,  242,199  pounds,  valued  at  $15,471.  to  Endand's  2.035 
pounds,  valued  at  $259.  The  Cuban  dutv  is  $1.50  per  100  kilos 
(220.40  pounds)  on  common  crackeis,  and  ^3.04  per  100  kilos  on  the 
fine  or  fancy  biscuit  inii}orted  from  the  United  States,  which  are  ad- 
mitted at  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent  of  the  general  rates. 

The  English  goods  are  usually  in  1-pound  tins,  hermetically  sealed, 
and  in  an  atti'active  package.  Sales  are  made  in  neai  ly  every  instance 
direct  to  retailers,  and  only  a  very  small  portion  is  joblied.  The  num- 
Ijer  of  grocers  carrying  fancy  biscuit  is  large,  and  the  wide  distribu- 
tion of  the  gcods  in  the  wmall  corner  "tienilas"  is  somewhat  remark- 
able. The  English  gomls  are  sold  as  a  rule  on  90  days'  time.  The 
almost  invariable  American  terms  are  30  days  from  date  of  invoice. 
This  amounts  practically  to  cash,  as  it  takes  some  time  for  the  goods 
to  arrive  and  be  passed  through  the  customs.  Some  instances  have 
been  known  where  the  American  manufacturers  have  given  as  long 
as  00  days,  but  these  are  exceptional  and  the  30-day  rule  is  the  stand- 
ard. Dealers  state  that  if  terms  equal  to  the  English  were  given 
there  would  be  iin  incentive  to  push  the  American  goods,  but  as  it  is 
their  interest  lies  manifes^tly  in  the  direction  of  the  manufacturers 
extending  the  longest  credits. 

Grocers  report  that  the  English  1-pound  tins  of  "spoWjge  rusk" 
retailing  at  40  to  45  cents  is  the  prime  favorite.  Dealers  with  a  pre- 
ponderating native  trade  give  the  following  English  brands,  in 
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1-pound  tins,  as  having  the  largest  sale  (the  figures  represent  retail 

fnces  in  cents  per  pound):  Dinner  biscuit,  40;  sponge  nisk,  40; 
talian  macaroons,  75;  breakfast  bisfiiit,  40;  cream  crackers,  40;  "ice 
(Teams,"  two  flavors — vanilla  40,  chocolnte  60;  puff  sandwich,  lemon 
flavor,  40;  arrowroot  crackers,  40;  combination,  40;  rich  mixed,  40; 
Petit  BueiTc,  40;  Royal  Sovereign  (filled  with  apricot  jam),  50; 
Coronation,  40;  milk,  40. 

American  Products — Local  Factories. 

The  gingei-snaps,  vanilla  wafers,  etc.,  from  the  United  States,  put 
up  in  tlie  pastel)oai*d  cartons  protected  by  an  alleged  air-tight  cover- 
ing of  waxed  paper,  are  declared  to  be  unsatisfactory.  It  is  claimed 
that  air  and  moisture  in  some  way  penetrate,  and  in  two  to  three 
weeks  after  the  goods  are  put  on  the  shelves  they  begin  to  deteriorate, 
taking  on  a  musty  smell  and  taste  and  losing  their  crispness  and 
fi-eslmess. 

There  is  practically  only  one  brand  of  American  fancy  biscuit  on 
the  market.  Some  of  the  goods  of  this  concern  are  packed  in  1-pound 
tins  and  some  of  the  fancier  confections  in  small  tins  that  retail  as 
low  as  15  cents.  The  biscuit  packed  in  tins  are  declared  by  grocers 
to  be  in  every  way  the  equal  of  the  Knglish  product  and  tKorougldy 
satisfactory  and  the  exterior  of  the  American  packages  is  decidedly 
more  attra^'ti^  e  than  that  of  the  British.  The  consensus  of  opinion 
appeal's  to  be  that  if  more  liberal  terms  were  granted  there  would 
be  an  immediate  large  inci  ease  in  importations  of  the  American  goods 
and  they  \\  (>uld  take  a  rapid  start  toward  a  niore  widespread  popular 
favor. 

There  are  two  factories  in  Habana  making  fancy  biscuit,  that  of 
Vilaplana  B.  Caho  being  the  largest.  It  is  equipped  with  modem 
machinery  and  appliances  in  every  way  and  turns  out  a  remarkably 
fine  product,  which  is  in  great  favor  locally.  The  output  is  shipped 
all  o\er  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  some  exportations  are  made  to 
South  America.  Chocolate  of  a  superior  quality  is  made  in  all 
forms,  the  raw  material  coming  mainly  from  Venezuela.  The  other 
factory  is  that  of  Maestro  y  Martinique.  It  turns  out  fancy  biscuit, 
cakes,  and  the  like,  manufactures  some  chocolate,  and  also  makes  a 
specialty  of  guava  jelly  and  pastes  of  native  fruit. 


INDIAN  POSTAL  AND  TELEGIBAFH  DEFABTUENT. 

[Indian  Trade  Journal,  Oct.  22.] 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  annual  report  on  the  posts  and 
telegraphs  of  India  for  1914-15  just  issued : 

During  the  year  the  enormous  total  of  1.000.000,000  articles  were 
dispatched  by  post,  including  24,000,000  registed  articles.  Stamps  to 
the  value  of  nearly  $9,733,000  were  sold  for  postal  purposes.  Thirty 
million  money  orders  of  the  total  value  of  $180,000,000  were  issued. 
Three  million  insured  articles,  valued  at  $238,500,000,  were  handled. 
Twenty-one  thou.sand  pounds  of  quinine  were  sold  to  the  public.  Sav- 
ings banks  accounts  totaled  $48,004,000.  The  post  office  also  realized 
for  the  (joverninent  $t*43,34r).000  of  customs  duty  and  paid  pensions 
to  Indian  soldiers  amounting  to  $1,217,000.  During  the  same  period 
16,000,000  telegrams  were  transmitted  and  the  telegraph  system  was 
extended  by  2,000  miles. 
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THE  BAUWAY  TO  THE  UUEUAN  COAST  OF  BUSSIA. 

[LondOD  Times  Roasian  Supplement,  Oct.  30.] 

Take  the  map  of  the  north  of  European  Sussia  and  you  will  see 
almost  in  the  very  middle  only  a  black  strip  timidly  malring  its  way 
from  the  center  to  the  shores  of  the  White  Sea.  It  is  the  narrow- 
gage  Vologda- Archangel  Railway,  built  in  1897-98,  Somewhat  to 
the  right-hand  side  of  it  stands  out  from  the  Ural  Railway  system 
another  line  resting  almost  upon  the  very  point  of  the  bend  of  the 
northern  Dvina  at  the  hamlet  Kotlas.  This  is  the  Perm-Kctlas  Rail- 
way, designed  to  convey  freight  from  the  Urals  to  Archangel. 

Such  are  the  two  routes,  if  we  do  not  reckon  the  River  Sukhopa 
and  the  northern  Dvina,  navigable  five  months  in  the  year,  which, 
up  to  now,  have  united  the  northern  region  of  Russia  with  the  center 
of  the  Empire  and  serve  as  channels  of  culture  and  well-being. 
But  apparently  they  have  hitherto  conscientiously  fulfilled  the  task 
imposed  upon  them,  since,  had  there  not  been  the  present  war,  the 
Question  of  a  new  route  to  the  north  and  concern  for  the  greater 
rreight-carrjring  capacity  of  the  already  existing  routes  would  not 
have  been  so  swiftly  decided  in  the  affarmative.  But  the  war  has 
completely  changed  the  customary  physiognomy  of  the  Riissinn 
north;  Archangel  has  again  been  transformed,  alter  many  decades, 
into  a  "  window  of  Europe,"  and  inasmuch  as  this  window  proved 
not  sufficiently  wide,  the  old  project  of  constructing  a  railway  to 
the  Far  North  has  come  to  the  fore.  - 

Towns  of  the  Bnssian  Far  Korth. 

Amid  the  swamps  and  virgin  forests,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Arctic  Circle,  immersed  for  C  months  of  the  year  in  abstilute  dark- 
ness, lies  a  small  guH.  It  is  called  Catherine  Harbor.  It  is  almost 
on  the  frontiers  of  Norway.  But  the  waters  of  the  bay  never  fi'eeze; 
such  is  the  beneficent  influence  of  the  Gulf  Stream. 

It  was  on  this  small  point  formed  by  Catherine  Harbor  that  the 
gaze  of  Russian  engineers  was  bent  when  it  was  required  to  find  a 
northern  outlet  to  the  open  sea.  They  had  heard  about  tliis  outlet 
lon^  before,  since  IG  years  ago  Russia  appreciated  the  worth  and 
distinction  of  this  distant  region,  and  as  far  back  as  ]8!)9,  some- 
what north  of  the  small  town  of  Kola,  a  fairly  large  settlement  of 
"Pomors,"  as  the  local  fishermen  and  hunters  are  called,  founded 
the  new  commercial  town  of  Alexandrovsk.  But  in  several  yeai-s, 
interest  in  this  region  cooled,  and  the  idea  of  uniting  it  by  rail  with 
the  remaining  part  of  the  Empire  was  abandoned.  Alexandrovsk, 
having  no  chance  to  develop,  declined,  and  soon  became  an  even  less 
important  point  than  the  neighboring  Kola,  a  settlement  of  fishermen 
and  fur  hunters.  In  1010,  Alexandrovsk  numbered  384  inhabitants. 
Conrse  of  the  New  Xtailway. 

Petrozavodsk,  on  Lake  Onega,  the  capital  of  the  rfovernment  of 
Olonets,  was  marked  out  as  the  objective  of  a  new  iitilway  from 
the  south  to  the  nortli,  and  thither  from  the  direction  of  l*ctrogrnd 
is  now  advancing  a  new  railway  (the  Olonets  Railway),  the  con- 
struction of  which  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  From 
Petrozavodsk  the  rails  are  being  laid  direct  northward,  at  first  to  the 
nortliem  terminus  of  Lake  Onega,  then  between  two  big  lakes.  It 
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reaches  the  shores  of  the  White  Sea  at  Soroka  Bav  (237  miles  from 
Petrozavodsk),  and,  swerving  a  little  to  the  northwest,  reaches  the 
most  important  administrative  and  industrial  center  of  all  this  dis- 
trict, the  town  of  Kem  (85  miles  north  of  Soroka),  in  the  midst 
of  Onega  Bay,  or,  as  it  is  there  called,  Lip  (Guba).  Here  ends  the 
first  section  of  the  new  railway.  The  second  is  being  laid  between 
an  entire  archipelago  of  small  lakes,  amid  swamps,  marshes,  and 
virgfn  fir  forests,  to  Kandalaksha  (223  miles  from  Kem),  a  big  set- 
tlement of  fishermen  situated  between  the  sea  and  tiie  extensive  Lake 
Imandra,  along  both  banks  of  the  swiftly  flowing  Neva. 

Fi'om  Kandalaksha  the  new  route  has  to  intersect  the  spacious  Kola 
Peninsula,  the  northern  shore  of  which,  called  the  Murman  coast,  is 
on  the  Arctic  Ocean.  This  is  the  third  section,  and  because  the  new 
railway  must  touch  the  Murman  coast  at  the  small  town  of  Kola  (170 
miles  from  Kandalaksha)  it  is  called  the  Murman  Railway. 

The  town  of  Kola  is  for  the  time  being  the  terminal  point  of  the 
new  railway.  The  ice-free  character  of  Catherine  Harbor,  in  the 
depths  of  which  it  is  situated,  and  the  ample  depth  at  this  spot  of 
both  the  bay  itself  and  the  mouth  of  the  Kola  River,  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity of  converting  this  remote  point  into  a  spacious  emporium 
whither  will  hereafter  be  dispatched  the  bulk  of  freight  intended  for 
central  Russia,  which  the  Archangel  Railway  is  not  able  to  carry  with 
sufficient  rapidity. 
Character  of  the  Govntry— Inhabitautt. 

The  Kola  Peninsula  is  entirely  desert  except  for  the  coastal  strip 
and  two  or  three  postal  tracks.  It  contains  enormous  fir  forests, 
swamps,  sandy  ridges,  and  granite  cliffs  and  rocks  of  colossal  dimen- 
sions. Settlers  state  that  there  are  incalculable  riches  in  deposits  of 
petroleum,  coal,  copper,  tin,  iron,  and  other  metals,  but  they  live 
poorly,  sheltered  in  wretched  huts,  for  in  the  bush  agriculture  brings 


Even  hunting  (the  squiri-ef,  marten,  fox,  ermme,  bear,  etc.)  yields 
little,  in  the  absence  of  markets  and  means  of  communication. 

Consitlerably  more  affluent  are  the  maritime  inhabitants,  who 
engage  chiefly  in  fishing  for  codfish  and  turliot  along  the  Murman 
coast  from  the  Norwegian  frontier  to  St.  Nicholas  Cape,  and  in 
bays  of  the  White  Sea  (Onega  and  Kandalaksha)  catch  a  great 
many  salmon  and  herring.  There  also  the  inhabitants  engage  in  sea 
hunting,  so  that  in  general,  notwithstanding  that  both  fishing  and  sea 
hunting  are  primitively  organued  and  the  himters  badly  equipped, 
the  coast  dwellci's  not  c  nly  make  ends  meet,  but  put  by  for  the  winter 
several  hnndretls,  and  sometimes  even  thousands,  of  rubles.  But 
living  in  thef^e  i-cinotc  localities  is  not  cheap,  inasmuch  as.  with  the 
exception  of  fish  and  game,  everything  is  brought  from  Norway  or 
from  central  Russia,  chiefly  in  summer.  It  may  be  added  that  the 
coast  dwellers  and  their  wives,  these  distant  descendants  of  the 
ancient  Novgorodians  who  colonized  this  region,  love  to  live  on  a 
fairly  large  scale  and  do  not  stint  themselves  for  pleasnra.  In 
many  houses  of  the  const  dwellers  are  phonographs,  and  in  their  vil- 
lages, cinematographs.  Nor  do  they  stint  themselves  on  dre.ss.  The 
wives  of  the  const  dwellers  even  now  wear  silk  sarafnns  (a  kind  of 
national  dress)  and  small  headdresses  embroidered  with  gold  and  sil- 
ver, and  always  covered  with  silk  kerchiefs. 


nothing  and  the  sole 


from  cuttinjr  and  rafting  lumber. 
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Such  is  the  locality  that  the  building  of  the  Murman  Railway  is  to 
animate ;  such  are  the  conditions  in  which  people  live  there,  conditions 
that  the  railway  will  revolutionize. 

Sifilciilties  of  Construction. 

TUei-e  hiive  been  endless  difliculties  in  building;  the  railroad — 
difficulties  of  a  purely  external  character,  which  neitlier  human 
knowledge  nor  energy  could  subdue.  Thus,  when  they  began  to  lay 
the  rails  in  several  sections  the  men  abandoned  work  becaiiF^e  they 
were  literally  eaten  alive  by  mrsquitces,  and  especially  midges  (mosh- 
ka).  Those  nii<lges  infested  (he  regitm  in  eloud.s  and  interfered  with 
work  day  and  night.  In  am  ther  part  of  the  .'■L'le<  ted  route  a  firm 
roadbed  could  not  be  found  earlier  than  tlie  end  of  June;  everything 
was  flooded  with  water.  In  several  sections  of  'J.00  vcrsts  (KW  miles) 
mote  than  half  of  the  road  had  to  bo  built  on  piles;  colTerdams 
had  to  be  lowered  and  filled  with  earth.  Water  would  ooze  some- 
where, permeate  the  perpetually  vibrating  and  porous  ground,  and 
several  days  afterwards  would  come  to  the  surface  in  an  entirely 
different  place,  and  everything  would  have  to  be  drne  over  again. 
IJut  no  k'sH  (Jillicnlty  was  oflV'red  by  the  granite  cliffs  and  rocks 
encountei'ed  <in  the  way,  among  which  grew  gigiintic  trees. 

Surmounting  dilliculties  of  this  kind,  engine'-r.s  and  laborers,  up 
to  their  knees  in  water  or  floundering  in  sand,  in  tbe  liquid  mud  of 
the  swaui]).-^.  stumbling  over  roclvs,  stones,  and  the  huge  roots  and 
trunks  of  dead  giant  trees,  are  slowly  laying  from  brth  directions, 
noi*th  and  s<nith,  the  road  that  will  at  last  give  Russia  an  outlet  to  the 
open  sea. 

ITIu(  development  of  Kola  niul  tlie  building  of  the  rnihviiy  Iiave  beon  dis- 
pusst>(l  In  CoMJiKitrs  ItEi-OBTs  in  connection  \v\ti\  tlie  followiiis  articles:  "  p'xlst- 
Imr  and  prtijioscHl  Ilusslan  An*tlc  imrfs."  Miir.  19,  19ir»;  "  Ilapld  projcress  of  the 
port  of  Archangel,"  Oct.  18, 1015 ;  "  Further  improvements  at  Ai-changel,"  Nov.  1, 
1915.] 


AUERICAN  IMPOSTS  AHB  EXPORTS  OF  COPPER. 

The  imports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New  York.  Mas.sa- 
chusetts,  Philadelphia,  Mai'yland,  Virginia,  Galveston,  New  Orleans. 
San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the  week  ended 
November  27,  1915,  wei-e  as  follows:  Ore  matte  and  regulus  (copper 
contents),  3,980.789  pounds,  valued  at  $378,566,  of  which  Peru 
furnished  2.842.540  pounds,  valued  at  $323,943;  pigs,  ingots,  etc., 
1,049.210  pounds,  valued  at  $287,015. 

The  exports  of  copper  in  pigs,  bars,  etc..  from  the  customs  districts 
named  during  tl-e  week  amounted  to  6.370.971  pouu<ls,  valued  at 
$1,16S,C33.    The  principal  countries  of  destination  follow: 


Countries. 

Pl.'-'s.  ingots  bars, 
plaies.and  old.  etc. 

Countries. 

Pif^.  ingots,  bars, 
ptaie.4,  and  old.  etc. 

Quantiiy. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Pounds. 
4S,1,^5 
26.S55 
12  022 
f3  7-1 
21.9(W 
23.832 

Value. 

3<ti 

R4  740 
42.f20 
22.^02 
3.2r.3 
202, 2H2 
8.423 
121,402 

i,m 

»II,407 
4  700 
l.HH 

u.oie 

3.SW) 
S.419 

1U1.009 
116. S18 
M.4M 
1, 120  4.^9 
45.14-1 
6G8  226 
8.072 

Chilo  

re  u  

Dutch  East  Indie*  

B-ilbh  Africa  

Rii'<!(ia  

All  other  countriei  

Total  

6.3;u.o;i 

l,t68,«33 
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FBEUMINAEY  TRADE  FZOUBES  FOR  CANADA. 

[Consul  General  William  H.  Bradley,  Uontreal,  Kot.  19.] 


The  following  figures,  published  in  the  Montreal  Journal  of 
Commerce,  show  the  trade  of  Canada  during  September  and  during 
the  12  months  ended  September  30  for  the  last  3  years: 


Items. 

September— 

Year  ended  BepUmbw— 

1913 

ISU 

IBIS 

1913 

1914 

1915 

mroBTg  fob  coxscurrioit. 

Total  Imports,  mer 
Total  Imports  

IS,  342,993 

m,  575, 997 
13,901,676 

•23,379,886 
16^740,834 

•433,980,507 
229,^,748 

S341,U6,238S2«,«8,43S 
190,197,251  171.783,787 

64,340,557 
204,702 

86, 667, 572 
15,886,321 

38,020,720 
697, 378 

682,977,315 
6,316,143 

631,853,489 
4t,318,6-'7 

417,273.r«3 
107,185,428 

54,645,319 

52,462,793 

38.624,098 

688,393.457 

533.173,116  5M,«57,6n 

9,900,183 

6,016,606 

7,904,996 

117.033,069 

91,438,406 

80^744,433 

■xroBia. 
Canadian  prodoee: 

The  forests  

Aerlctiltural  prodnoe . . . 

Total  Qinadten  prod- 
Total  exports,  mer- 

AGQBEOATB  tBADB. 

Uerebandlae  

Total  trade  

6,402,080 
1,881,166 
5,347,458 
0,540,720 
11.829,772 
6,041.4A5 
6,884 

6,120,340 
1,987,660 
4,945.471 
7,063,312 
7.478,798 
6,188,314 

5,600, 410 
3,750,313 
6,627,625 
10,188,424 
11,134,933 
9,»«.U74 
67N041! 

68,643,651 

Itt  131 

44.0 -6, 98& 
44,9n,l»S 
165,373,585 
50,380.090 
115.307 

67,174,030 
ig,964,HW 
42, 191,112 
02,034.576 
179,110,844 
63,355,893 
334,830 

&S,42S,ltt 
31.362,308 
47,241,070 
(<6,l!»7.3n 
136,573.706 
125,099,041 
3,0S5,2K4 

37,048,645 
3,8:^411 

31.796,013 
8,747.481 

40,139,735 
7,586.147 

331,733,461 
36,841,724 

^,037,033'  474,937,086 
44,153,917.  43,045,155 

40,871,956 
248,023 

'  _J 
40,544,0r-4  63.715,882 

3o4,451|  144,2X2 

408,674,186 
17, 130,611 

408,3IO,Oto'  517,963^240 
90.313.147]  94.638,633 

41,119,979i  40,898,645 

63,860. 104 

435,704,706 

488,423,167  612,610.773 

95,212,513 
453,785 

77,111,606 
16,239,673 

91,74^60^ 
741,660 

1,091,551,600 
23,445.753 

1,000,063,499  935.?54,443 
61,530.774  101.813,961 

95,665,298 

93.351,339 

92,484,262 

1,113,997,263 

1, 001, 694, 273^1.137  W.40t 

BTTSSIAR  CREDIT  IHSTrnmONS. 

[London  Times  Busslan  Supplement,  Oct.  80.] 

The  followinj?  table  shows  the  position  of  various  kinds  of  credit 
institutions  in  Kussia: 


items. 

Credit  ftSEo- 
ciaiiotu. 

Loan  and  sav- 
ings assoclfr 
tions. 

Zemfttvo 
banlcs. 

Other. 

Total. 

To^al  number  of  biMltutlona. 
Number  of  Inslilutlojs.  re- 

Dalf  of  reports  

11,271 

10. 793 
Jan.  4,1915 

«^i,044  000 

i3'>.  f!S(;.ooo 
5:1,0-11,000 

m.  0-1,000 

24,Rv<i,000 
18,114,009 

4,011 

3,303 
Jan.  4,1015 

t3i,?3i,ono 

92,»M,000 
11,810,000 

108,911,000 
17,lS3,o™) 
9,017,000 

237 
232 

Jan.  1,1914 

f22.477  000 

32,(>a4.ooa 

1,263,003 

51,777.000 
1,930,000 
2,635,000 

4.932 

4,724 
Jan.  1,1915 

»7,  srti,ono 
33, 201,000 
3,5.W,000 

33,1  "4. 000 

K4m,ooa 

3,035,000 

:o.43i 

19,058 

Resources: 

BeliriRing    to  institu- 
tions  

Sio'e=ource<  

Distribution  of  rewurccJ: 

JW,  642, 000 
267,K.-fi,000 
69,676,000 

371,013,000 
59,400,000 
32,862,000 

■  Also  sums  In  credit  institatlona  and  securities. 
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BEPOBT  OH  AHEBICAH  COTTOV  GDnriNa. 

According  to  preliminary  report  prepared  by  the  United  States 
Buro  'U  of  Census,  Depnrtment  of  Comrae  ce,  the  number  of  bules 
(counting  round  as  half  bales  and  exclu  ling  lintors)  of  cotton  ginned 
from  the  growth  of  1915  prior  to  December  1,  1915,  and  comparative 
statistics  to  the  corresponding  date  in  li)14  and  1913;  crops  of  1914 
and  1913;  and  the  per  cent  (»  tke  crop  of  each  year  ginned  prior  to 
December  1,  follow: 


state. 

QLoned  prior  to  Dec  1— 

Crop. 

Per  cant  ol 
crop  tinned 
p  io.-  to 
Dee.  1— 

1915 

1014 

1013 

1914 

1918 

1914 

1913 

United  Slates  

Alabama  

ULwii^ipjil  

South  Cirolliia  

Texas  

Allolhor  

0,711,*53 

r,073,3S6 

12,0^«.412 

13,9»2,811 

82. 2 

86.5 

;o.'30 

319,  M3 

M)i.o;o 

612.117 
44",f.;-0 

1.03^  43  ■> 
23s  S24 

2, 77:. .-SI 
69,011 
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The  statistics  in  this  report  include  93,361  round  bales  for  1915, 
39,082  bales  for  1914,  and  80,878  for  1913.  The  number  of  sea-island 
bales  included  is  77,161  for  1915,  63,024  for  1914,  and  61,049  for  1913. 
The  distribution  of  the  sea-island  cotton  for  1915,  bv  States,  is: 
Florida,  2-1,910;  Georgia,  48,877 ;  and  South  Carolina,  3,374. 

The  stati-stics  of  this  report  for  1915  are  subject  to  slight  corrections 
when  checked  against  the  individual,  retnrns  of  the  ginners  being 
transmitted  by  mail.  The  corrected  statistics  of  the  quantity  of  cot- 
ton ginned  this  season  prior  to  November  14  are  8,774,336  bales. 


UEXICAN  HYBEOEIECTBIC  PLANT  COUPLETED. 

(Consul  Miirfon  Letcher,  Chihuahua,  Nor.  18.] 

The  power  plant  of  the  Cia.  Agricola  y  de  Fuerza  'vlectrica  at  La 
Boquilla,  near  Santa  Rosalia,  Chihuahua,  has  now  been  completed 
and  the  current  made  available  for  use  at  Parral  in  the  operation  of 
tlie  cyanide  ore  treatment  plant  of  a  mining  company.  The  current 
was  turned  on  through  the  transformer  station  at  Parral  on  Sep- 
tember 28.   At  present  only  1,000  horsepower  is  being  used. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

ITew  York,  B.oom  409  tTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Cnica^o.  504  Federal  B'lUrting;  St  Louis,  402  Third 
TIational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans.  1020 
Hibernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  Vnited  States  Gnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Bull'Mng.  GooperatiTe  branoh  offices:  Clereland.  Chamlwi  of  Com- 
meroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Lof  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FOBEiaH  TRADE  OFFOBTVlimXS. 

[Where  addresses  arc  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Barean  or  Its  %mniA 

Ofllcca.] 

T&ephone  apparatus,  No.  10483. — A  new  telepIioQe  company  Is  being  formed 
lu  South  America,  »nd  it  Is  suggested  that  manufacturers  of  telephone 
apparatus  suitiible  for  long-ilistance  work  might  be  Interested.  Gorre- 
spondcnee  sliould  be  in  Spanish. 

Accordions,  No.  104S4. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Sladagnscar  reports  that 
a  merchant  draircs  quotations  on  cheap  grades  of  accordions.  Corresimnd- 
ence  should  bo  In  French  and  prices  quoted  c.  i.  t.  port  of  destination. 

Chemicals,  No.  19485. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  commercial  agent  states 
that  a  man  In  Norway  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  maau* 
facturcrs  of  chemicals. 

Hosiery,  No.  19486. — A  commercial  attach^  of  tlie  Department  of  Commerce 
reports  that  a  man  in  Chilo  wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  Including  prices 
and  discounts,  on  cotton  lioslory  for  women.  He  proposes  to  buy  as  a  starter 
from  500  to  1.000  dozen  for  cash. 

Velvets  and  tastings.  No.  19487. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in 
India  states  that  a  couipany  desires  quotations  from  manufticturers  of 
velvets  and  lasting?.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  frcm  the  Bureau 
or  its  branch  ofBces. 

Silk  goods,  etc..  No.  19488.— A  company  In  Italy  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  rommunlcatlon  with  manufacturers 
of  slltc,  siilc  and  cotton,  and  cotton  goods  used  In  tbe  manufacture  of  wearing  . 
apparel  for  women  and  children. 

Machinery,  No.  19480. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United  Kingdom 
reports  that  a  lirm  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  a  raotorHlrlven  corset 
eyeleting  machine.  The  machine  must  be  capal)ie  of  taking  a  corset  20 
inches  long,  and  should  have  a  ready  adjustment  for  corsets  of  lesser  lengths. 
Prices,  discounts,  terms,  and  packing  charges  should  be  stated. 

Railway  supplies.  No.  10400. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
South  Africa  states  that  a  Government  official  Is  interested  in  obtaining  cata- 
logues and  full  information  relating  to  railway  cars  anil  locomotives. 
Freight  as  well  as  passenger  cars  ore  wante<i,  the  former  to  have  from  10 
to  12  tons  capacity  and  to  be  open  and  closetl  for  use  as  cattle  cars.  Tl» 
passenger  coaches  to  be  of  throe  UifTerent  kinds,  for  first,  second,  and  third 
class  passengers.   Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 

Elcctric-drivcn  cnginctt.  No,  10491. — A  company  in  India  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  tluit  It  desires  to  be  plaml  In  coinninnicntion  with  manu- 
facturers of  small  engines  capable  of  being  driven  by  electricity.  Tlie 
engines  to  be  of  simple  construction  and  capable  of  developing  5  horsepower. 

Electric  ftxtitrca.  No.  10492. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in 
Itussia  states  that  inquiries  have  been  received  for  names  and  ad(lrt«v;es 
of  nianufa<rturers  of  electric  fixtures  and  appliances  of  all  kinds,  sucli  as 
buttons,  switclies.  fusi's,  lamp  holders,  and  electric  nieter.s.  Catalogues, 
samples,  and  conditions  of  sale  are  requesteil.  Prices  should  be  quoted 
c.  I.  f.  Russian  ports  In  Russian  equivalents. 

Crewel  ncpiUcft,  crochet  hookn,  etc..  No.  19493. — A  monagcr  of  an  art  needle- 
work st(>re  in  Nova  Scotia  desires  to  corresjiond  with  manufacturers  of 
crewel  needles,  crochet  hooks,  steel  knitting  nmlles.  and  ordinary  sewing 
neeilles.  Duty  on  nwdlcs  imported  from  tjie  United  States  is  30  iier  cent 
plus  the  war  tariff  of  7i  per  cent. 

Ship  chandler.  No.  19404. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  rcix)rts  that 
a  ship  chandler,  speaking  English  and  Portuguese,  olfers  his  services  to 

American  vessels  touching  Brazilian  ports. 

Violet  (ti/e.  No.  10405. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  n  man 
In  Ecuador  desires  to  know  if  there  is  a  market  In  this  country  for  "  or- 
chilla."  a  plant  from  which  arcbU  Is  ot>talned  and  from  which  a  violet  dye 
Is  produced. 
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SWEDEK  FEOHIBITS  SALE  OF  VESSEIS. 

[CnblcRrnm  from  American  consulate  general  at  Chrlstlaniit,  Dec.  6.] 

The  Swedish  GoTernment  has  prohibited  the  sale  of  M^orwegian 
vessels  to  any  foreign  country.  Law  may  be  waived  in  special  cases. 

COTTON  TKADE  OF  HAVEE. 

[Consal  Jobo  Ball  Osborne,  Havre,  Prance,  Nov.  10.1 

From  August  1  to  November  5  there  were  imported  into  Havre 
183,300  bales  of  American  cotton,  3,036  bales  of  Indian,  and  6,096 
bales  of  other  kinds,  a  total  of  142,432  bales.  During  the  same  period 
deliveries  amounted  to  182,310  bales,  consisting  of  169,053  bales  of 
American  cotton,  9,070  bales  of  Indian,  and  4,187  bales  of  other  lands. 
On  November  4  cotton  stocks  in  Havre  totaled  226,157  hales,  190,625 
bales  of  which  were  American,  28,596  bales  Indian,  and  0,936  bales 
miscellaneous  cotton. 

EIECTBICAL  PLANT  FOB  STATION  IN  HANCHUBIA. 

[Conanl  Cbarlfs  K.  Moser,  Harbin,  China,  Nov.  4.] 

The  Novosti  Zhizni  of  October  21  states  that  a  British  firm  has 
made  arrangements  for  establishing  an  electrical  |)lant  at  Station 
Handaohedzu,  on  the  line  of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway,  about  170 
miles  east  of  Harbin.  It  is  stated  that  the  capacity  of  the  plant  will 
be  sufficient  to  provide  several  thousand  subscribers  with  electricity 
and  to  light  tlie  streets  of  the  village.  It  is  thought  that  the  plant  will 
begin  furnishing  power  within  a  few  weelcs. 

Oovernment  Begnlation  of  Swiss  jUilk  Supply.  ^ 

In  order  to  insure  a  sufficient  domestic  supply  of  milk  at  moderate 
prices  the  Swiss  Department  of  Public  Economy  has  been  authorized 
by  the  Federal  Council  to  place  the  manufacturers  of  milk  products 
in  that  Republic  under  the  obligation  of  reserving  a  certain  quantity 
of  milk  for  Swiss  consumption.  The  department  referred  to  also 
intends,  reports  Vice  Consul  Reginald  H.  Williams,  of  St.  Gall,  to 
examine  into  the  advisability  of  fixing  a  maximum  price  for  butter^ 

M«3'-U  ^  »77  I 

Digitized  by  ^OOglC 


978 


COMMEROB  BEI^BTS. 


EKFOBCEUEITE  OF  LAW  AHONO  OYSTEB  DREDQEAS. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  has  made  public  a  report  from  A. 
Lincoln  Dryden,  commanding  the  motor  boat  Dixie^  of  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Navigation,  on  the  enforcement  of  law  among 
oyster  dredgers.   The  report  is: 

In  compliance  with  the  Bureau  request,  I  beg  to  report  concerning  the  recent 
operations  of  the  Dixie  among  the  "  oyster  dredgers  "  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, In  Chesflpeake  Bay  and  tributaries.  On  November  24  the  Dixie  arrived  in 
the  Potomac  ItlTer,  having  come  from  Norfolli  and  vicinity,  where  she  has  been 
qrolsing  for  seTeral  weeds  among  the  "oyster  tonglng"  and  fishing  craft  of 
that  section.  The  United  States  commissioner  at  Baltimore  had  requested  that 
ttie  schooners  Sydney  R.  Riygin  and  Catltetine  E.  Shores,  documented  at  Cris- 
fleld,  be  apprehended  and  that  their  masters  be  cited  before  him  for  heariogs 
In  connection  with  wages  alleged  to  be  due  and  unpaid  to  certain  seamen. 

All  efforts  to  locate  said  vessels  in  the  Potomac  were  unavailing,  and  on  Mon- 
day, the  20th,  the  DisHe  sailed  for  Honga  River  and  Hooper  Island  un  the  eastern 
shore  of  Maryland.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  vessels  sought  by  ns  were  not  In 
this  section,  but  were  dredging  for  oysters  in  the  Choptanb  Klver.  between  Black 
Walnut  Cove  and  Cambridge.  Before  leaving  Hooper  Island,  I  learned  from  the 
clerk  of  the  court  at  Cambridge,  over  the  telephone,  the  nunibera  of  the  county 
dredging  licenses  which  had  been  issued  to  the  vesmls  in  question,  tiio  said  num- 
bers being  required  by  law  to  be  shown  on  the  sails  when  under  way.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  30th  ultimo,  after  waiting  a  half  day  for  the  prevailing  high  winds  to 
moderate,  the  Diaie  proceeded  to  the  Ghi^tauk  Rivet  and  anchored  In  the  Bla<^ 
Walnut  Oove  for  the  nlfl^t.  As  the  oyster  boats  came  to  harbor  at  sunset,  the 
Dundwrs  obsfflTed  on  the  sails  of  the  schooner  Sydnejf  B.  Riggin  at  once  disclosed 
her.  When  she  had  come  to  anchor  I  imarded  tier  and  took  up  with  her  master 
and  managing  owner.  Capt.  Ira  Todd,  Hollands  Island,  Md.,  the  complaint  made 
by  a  former  seaman  on  his  vessel. 

When  Capt.  Todd  was  Informed  that  he  mnst  appear  before  the  United  States 
commissioner  at  Baltimore  or  pay  the  amount  alleged  to  be  due,  $15.75,  as  au- 
thorized by  the  said  commlaeloner,  he  demanded  time  for  consWleratlon.  but 
finally  came  on  board  the  Dixie  and  made  settlement.  On  the  same  evening 
ail  of  the  ship  crew  of  this  vessel  left  her,  alleging  unsuitable  food,  the  master 
making  no  protest  or  attempt  to  detain  them,  after  conferring  with  me  atMwt 
the  matter.  My  action  in  this  case  has  been  r^rted  and  the  money  paid  to  the 
United  States  marshal,  Baltimore. 

Failing  to  locate  the  schooner  Catherine  B.  Shores  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Choptank  River,  and  learning  that  she  was  dredging  for  oysters  farther  up  the 
same  river,  the  Dixie  proceeded  in  that  direction,  pas,sing  more  than  150  vessels, 
close  at  hand,  and  reaching  Cambridge  about  noon.  Information  was  gathered 
here  that  the  said  schooner  was  likely  to  be  In  harbor  at  Oxford,  Md..  for  the 
night  Accordingly,  the  Dixie  proceeded  to  Oxford,  about  sunset,  and  cast 
anclwr  within  a  few  hundred  feet  of  the  Catherine  B.  Shore*,  and  service  was 
made  as  directed  by  the  United  States  marshal  at  Baltimore.  In  this  case  the 
ma-iter  appeared  In  Baltimore  to  answer  the  complaint  of  seaman  John  Keefe.  who 
alleged  wages  to  be  due  and  unpaid  him,  and  that  he  was  Induced  to  go  on  board 
the  said  schooner  while  under  tlie  Influence  of  liquor.  This  case,  I  have  learned, 
has  been  post|x>ned  under  bond  for  a  short  time. 

In  this  connection,  I  may  say  also  that  the  cook  on  hoard  the  schooner  Cathe- 
rine E.  Shores  8oerae<l  to  be  in  great  fear  of  the  niiister,  Joseph  fjewis.  Hooper 
Inland,  lest  harm  should  he  done  him  by  the  said  master.  He  almost  prayed  to 
be  taken  off  the  said  schooner.  This  situation  was  taken  up  wltli  the  master, 
Capt.  I^wls.  and  he  was  told  plainly  that  If  he  had  acted  or  threatened,  as  had 
been  alleged,  be  shoulil  not  attempt  to  detain  his  cook  on  board,  and  that  under 
the  circumstanceK  the  right  of  the  complainant  to  go  ashore  seemed  reasonable, 
and  that  we  would  enforce  this  right.  CapL  Lewis  quickly  assented  to  our 
proposition  and  paid  the  man  the.waKes  due  liira  to  that  date,  when  we  took  iiira 
on  board  the  Dixie  end  lander]  him  in  Annapolis  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  3d 
instant,  when  he  took  the  train  for  his  home  In  New  Jersey. 

Friira  November  24th  until  the  3d  instant,  the  Dirie  was  busy  as  above  Indi- 
cated ;  iier  visits  to  many  harbors  and  her  api»enrance  among  the  "  oyster  fleet," 
In  different  sections,  have  servetl  lo  put  on  notice  the  maste"  -of  dredging  vessels 
as  to  the  firm  purpose  of  tlie  Department  of  Qmunerce  to  enf<nY»  the  law  la> 
tOHled  for  the  protection  of  seamen.  . 
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NEW  LINE  TO  WEST  COAST  OF  SOUTH  AHEBICA. 

tCoBBsI  Geoernl  William  W.  Hnndley.  Cflllao-Llma,  rem.  Not.  11.] 

A  letter  received  from  the  general  manager  of  the  Pacific  Steam 
Navigation  Co.,  at  Callao,  Peru,  states  that  the  directors  of  that  com- 

Sany  have  decided  to  establish  a  service  of  rapid  steamers  between 
ew  York  and  the  West  Coast  ports  of  South  America  as  soon  as  the 
European  war  is  over.  This  service  should  ^^tly  facilitate  the 
trade  between  Peru  and  the  Atlantic  seaports.  The  snips  are  of  con- 
siderable size,  the  largest  on  this  coast,  having  first-class  passenger 
accommodations.  Traveling  from  New  York  to  these  coimtries  will 
hereafter  probably  be  made  with  more  comfort  and  take  less  time 
than  heretofore,  as  the  ships  will  make  the  voyage  direct,  without 
transferring  at  the  Canal  Zone. 

This  long-established  shipping  company  has  for  many  years  main- 
tained a  passenger  and  frei^t  Eervice  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  west-coast  ports  of  South  America  via  the  Straits  of  l^lagel- 
lan.    The  general  manager  says  in  his  letter: 

I  have  pleasure  In  advising  you  that  the  dli"ectors  of  my  company  have  de- 
dded  to  establish  a  service  of  rapid  steamers  between  the  west-ooast  ports  and 
New  Yorb.  This  fiervice  will  be  commenced  as  sood  as  the  present  war  1ft  over, 
I  shall  be  obliged  If  you  will  kindly  mention  this  in  your  next  report  to  Washiuff- 
ton,  HO  tlint  the  information  may  be  made  known  In  the  Unlte<l  States  by  means 
of  CouuGRCE  Rfiports.  It  is  hoped  that  this  new  service  will  greatly  facilitate 
trade  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  South  American  R^ubilcs, 
besides  being  of  gi'eat  advantage  to  travelers. 

BAn.WA7  NOTES  OF  NOETHEBN  BTTSSIA. 

[Commercial  Attaebtf  Il«nry  D.  Baker,  Petrofn^d,  Not.  16.1 

Trains  are  now  running  over  the  new  broad-gauge  substitute  for 
the  narrow-^^uge  railway  between  Vologda  and  Archangel,  about 
half  the  distance  from  Vologda,  or  about  200  miles  to  a  town  called 
Nyandoma.  It  is  expected  that  the  entire  broad-gauge  line  will  be 
complete  to  Archangel  not  later  than  January  1,  1916.  Already  a 
great  increase  in  efficiency  has  resulted,  as  the  narrow-gauge  trains 
have  to  go  only  half  the  distance,  and  so  can  make  double  the  number 
of  trips  in  the  same  time.  The  loading  from  broad-gauge  to  narrow 
and  vice  versa  now  takes  place  at  Nyandoma  instead  of  Vologda. 

The  steamer  of  the  Russian -American  Line,  recently  arrived 
at  Kola,  in  northern  Lapland,  with  about  600  workmen  from  the 
"United  States  and  Canada  to  rush  work  on  the  Kola  railway.  A 
large  cargo  of  rails,  locomotives,  platform  cars,  switches,  and  other 
equipment  frr m  the  United  States  was  also  unloaded  at  Kola  for  this 
railway,  which,  it  is  anticipated,  will  be  running  trains,  at  least  for 
Govei*nment  purposes,  early  in  Januai*y. 

DfPEOVEB  CONBITIONS  DT  FUEETO  PLATA  DISTBICT. 

[Cun.«ul  I->ank  AndPrxon  Uvarj,  I'aerto  llntn,  noml&IcaQ  Repnblic,  Not.  1<I.I 

Commercial  conditions  in  the  Puerto  Plata  district  are  beginning 
to  show  slight  improvement.  The  excellent  prices  that  have  pre- 
vailed in  tiie  New  York  market  for  cocoa  have  brought  considerable 
prosperity,  and  should  these  prices  continue  business  should  show 
gi-eat  improvement  next  year,  especially  in  the  region  wiiich  has  its 
outlet  at  the  port  of  Sanche^r  IJusincKs  ia  still  dull  in  Puerto  Plata, 
due  primarily  to  the  condition  of  the  Dominican  Central  Railway, 
which  connects  the  port  with  the  interior.  ^        . ' 
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ABFOBTS  ON  AOBICULTITBAX  COHDmONS  IN  DTDIA. 

Copies  of  severa!  agricultural  reports  from  India  and  a  copy  of  the 
Indian  Trade  Journal  of  Calcutta  for  October  15,  1915,  have  be«Ai 
received  from  Crnsut  Carl  F.  Deichman  at  Bombay,  and  may  be  in- 
spected at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices  (refer  to  61e  No.  C9068).  The  Trade  Journal,  in  the 
issue  forwarded,  has  a  general  crop  forecast  for  indigo.  The  various 
other  reports  offered  are: 

Final  forecast  of  the  Jute  crop  of  Awam. 

First  foreca-st  of  the  winter  rice  crop  of  Assam. 

Preliminary  forecast  of  the  autumn  rice  crop  of  Assam. 

Iiirat  forecast  of  rice  crop  of  United  ProTlnces  of  Ajrra  anil  Oiidh. 

Sowings  report  of  the  ground-nut  crop  of  the  Madras  Presidency. 

Sowings  r«i>ort  of  the  rice  crop  of  the  Madras  Presidency. 

Second  sowings  report  of  the  glngelly  crop  of  the  Madras  Presidency. 

Second  sowings  r^rttf»f  the  cotton  crop  of  the  Madras  Presidency. 

First  forecast  of  the  IndlRO  crop  of  the  ITnlted  Prorlnces  of  Agra  and  Oodh. 

First  forecast  of  the  Indigo  crop  of  the  Punjab. 

Second  forecast  of  the  cotton  crop  of  Assam. 

Second  forecast  of  the  til  crop  of  the  Unlteil  Provinces  of  Agra  and  Oudh. 
Second  forecast  of  the  cotton  crop  of  the  Punjab. 

Second  forecast  of  the  sugar-cane  crop  of  the  United  Eh'ovlnces  of  Agra  and 
Oudh. 

Second  memorandum  on  the  aesamom  crop  In  the  Bombay  Presidency,  Includ- 
ing Slnd  and  Native  States. 

Second  memorandum  on  the  sugar-cane  crop  In  the  Bombay  Presidency,  In- 
eluding  Slnd  and  Native  States. 

Seccmd  memorandum  on  the  gronnd-nnt  crop  of  the  Bombay  Presidency,  In- 
cluding Native  SUtes. 


AXEBICAH  AVS  SWEHHH  ICE-CXEAX  fbeezebs  dt  bitssu. 

ICftmmeKlal  Attache  Uodft  D.  Baker,  Petrofrad.  Nov.  9.] 

There  is  a  big  sale  of  Swedi^  ice-cream  freezers  in  Kussia  with 
capacities  of  1^  to  5  quarts,  the  most  popular  being  the  3-quart  size, 
which  now  costs  retail  9.50  rubles  ($4.90  at  the  normal  exchange  rate 
of  $0,515  to  the  ruble),  which  is  about  20  per  cent  higher  than  m  nor- 
mal times,  ^hile  it  is  pos^ble  to  obtain  American  ice-cream  freezers 
in  Russia,  their  prices  are  about  50  per  cent  higher  than  Swedish 
freezers  of  similar  capacity,  though  they  are  apparently  of  the  same 
quality,  material,  and  construction.  Very  few  Russian  dealers,  there- 
fore, keep  them  in  stock.  Ice-cream  freezers  are  sold  mostly  in  shops 
specializmg  in  general  household  goods,  and  also  in  a  few  hardware 
sliops. 

A  popular  feature  of  the  Swedish  ice-cream  freezers  is  that  each  one 
of  them  contains  a  small  booklet  printed  in  Russian  giving  receipts 
for  making  all  kinds  of  ice  creams,  sherbet,  frozen  fruits,  etc.  Exact 
instructions  also  are  .^iven  in  the  us!„  of  the  ice-cream  freezers.  Vari- 
ous kinds  of  ice  creams  and  ices  constitute  an  extremely  important 
part  of  Russian  diet,  especially  in  the  summer,  and  there  is  a  largo 
sale  of  such  ice  preparations  at  the  cafes. 

[A  Swedish  3-qnnrt  ire-cream  freer^r  has  been  forwarded  from  Petrograd. 
which  on  Its  arrival  will  he  shown  at  the  New  York  otnce  of  the  Bureau  or  For- 
eign and  X>ome8tlc  Commerce  In  connectl<m  vitta  the  hardware  exhibit  that  la 
being  assembled.] 
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FINAKCIKa  CUBAN  CREDITS. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

In  order  to  hold,  after  the  return  of  normal  conditions,  a  substan- 
tial part  of  the  increased  business  that  has  fallen  to  their  ehare  as  a 
«  result  of  the  present  ^ar,  American  exporters  must  be  pi'epared  to 
offer  terms  at  least  approximating  those  heretofore  granted  by 
Euroj^eans. 

The  matter  of  arranging  the  financing  of  tlie  credit  is  very  simple. 
Drafts  at  60  to  90  days  sight  on  the  Cuban  importer  are  forwarded 
with  the  shipping  documents  through  the  shipper's  bank  and  will 
be  presented  to  the  Cuban  buyer  by  the  correspondent  of  the  forward- 
ing bank.  The  Cuban  acc^ts  the  draft  and  gets  the  documents  en- 
ticing him  to  the  goods.  The  bank  holding  the  accepted  draft  may 
then  return  the  acceptance  to  its  correspondent  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  owner  of  the  draft  can  use  it  as  collateral  or  sell  it  at  pre- 
vailing discotmt  rates  (under  the  Federal  reserve  banking  act  an 
accepted  draft  of  the  soi-t  becomes  a  negotiable  instrument),  or  if 
the  shipper  prefers,  the  Cuban  correspondent  bank  will  retoin  the 
draft  for  collection  and  remittance  of  the  payment  it  calls  for  in 
due  course,  or  it  is  possible  that  a  loan  may  be  negotiated  with  the 
Cuban  bank  with  the  accepted  draft  as  collateral. 

The  above  embraces  the  customary  procedure  of  Europeans,  and 
handling  paper  of  the  sort  is  one  of  the  well-recognized  activities  of 
foreign  banks.  Until  the  Federal  Reserve  Act  passed  American  banks 
were  not,  as  a  rule,  familiar  with  paper  of  the  sort,  and  it  had  not  the 
Rtatus  now  given  it.  All  Cuban  transactions  are  in  dollars,  the  Cuban 
currency  and  that  of  the  United  States  circulating  interchangeably 
and  on  exact  parity. 


OtJATAam  A  MARKET  FOR  READY-MADE  DRESSES. 

[Consul  Frederic  W.  Godlng,  Oaayaqull,  EcDndor,  Nor.  Q.] 

There  is  a  dearth  of  competent  dressmakers  in  Guayaquil,  and  these 
few  state  that  apprentices  manifest  very  little  interest  in  learning  the 
trade.  Owin^  to  this  circumstance  they  are  planning  to  establish 
business  relations  with  reliable  houses  in  the  United  States  which  are 
in  position  to  supply  samples  regularly  and  to  fill  orders  for  ready- 
made  dresses  selected  from  their  catalogues. 

A  number  of  Guayaquil  ladies,  who  are  supplied  with  frocks  from 
Paris  and  New  York,  would  be  glad  to  receive  catalogues  regularly, 
as  the  only  ones  now  obtainable  must  be  purchased,  for  $1  to  $2  each, 
from  street  venders.  The  catalogues  are  sent  to  the  street  venders  by 
American  firms  under  a  wrong  impression  that  those  requesting  them 
are  possible  purchasers.  fThe  addresses  of  the  ladies  referred-to  may 
be  obtained,  upon  application,  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Ask  for  file  No.  GSSIS."! 

A  substantial  mail-order  trade  in  ready-made  dresses  can  be  devel- 
oped here  with  practically  no  expense  to  the  exporter.  American 
firms  desiring  such  business  may  send  half  a  dozen  catalogues  (pre- 
ferably in  Spanish)  regularly  to  the  Guayaquil  consulate,  which  will 
place  them  in  the  proper  hands. 
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nrCBKASE  IN  FBZCE  OF  FOOimnFFS  nr  HADBID. 

[CoDscl  Robertson  Uoney,  Madrid,  HpalD.  Not.  S.] 

For  some  time  past  the  press  of  Madrid  hns  had  its  attention 
called  to  the  slovf  but  continuous  rise  in  price  of  foodstuffs  and  house- 
hold supplies.  £1  Liberal,  one  of  the  leading  dailies  of  Madrid, 
compared  in  a  recent  issue  the  prices  in  October,  1915,  with  those 
in  October,  1914.  Quotations  are  from  the  open  mnrkcts  of  La 
Cebada  and  Los  Mobtenses,  in  Madrid,  which  supply  the  retailera 
of  the  city.  Retailers  add  10  to  15  per  cesii  (more  m  some  instances) 
to  the  following^  and  it  is  that  increased  figure  tiiat  the  consumer 
pays: 


UuUon  per  kfio.. 

Sausage  per  doton,, 

■am  par  k&o.. 

Veal  do.... 

Bm<  do.... 

XabMtJ  per  pair.. 

dams  per  kflo.. 

C*»b»  do.... 


1914 


l»lfi 


Artlde. 


Pnetn. 

Putlat. 

I.fO 

2.40 

8.75 

4..fl 

8.:o 

4. 10 

3.10 

3.00 

i.to 

2.  CO 

3.40 

.6S 

.i(0 

1.88 

2,00 

LobRtnB  cacb. 

Uerluut  (fish)  per  kilo. 

aatdhiea  ilrenta  08b)..dD... 
PeBCadfflBfi(fmh  a5h).do. . . 

Poiaioes  do... 

TooutoM  do... 

Peaa,  bcons,  etc  do  . 

Bgip  per  taUDdred. 


1914 


19U 


Pwnt. 

4.3S 

1.88 

S.00 

.85 

1.  n 

1.2S 

3.00 

.33 

:15 

.38 

.30 

.« 

12.  GO 

14.00 

One  kilo  equala  2.2  pounds;  the  ralue  of  the  peseta,  in  which  the 
above  are  quoted,  is  alraut  19.3  cents.  In  addition  to  the  abore,  not- 
able advances  have  takw  place  in  the  prices  of  wood  aIcoh<^,  sugar, 
coal,  bread,  and  footwear.  Coal  has  inlvanced  0.80  to  1  peseta  over 
the  price  in  1914  for  a  sack  of  100  pounds^  delivered,  at  retail.  The 
retail  price  «f  coal,  delivered,  is  nearly  $15.50  per  short  ton. 


AKZSICAN  C0V9VLMI  OmCIBS  ON  L£ATB  OF  AfiSSVCS. 

The  following  American  consular  oficers  are  on  leave  of  abeence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  jjlnd  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 

jurisdictions: 


Num. 


FosL 


BTptra- 

Lion  of 
vemMb 


Addreo. 


Smnmers,  Maddln  

Maynord,  l^er  

Grace.wiUUm  J  

Dawson,  William  

Perk,  WIUts  R  

MeisersnUtn,  Oeorpe  a  

Robertson,  W.  Benry  

SennnoiLi.  Thomas  

Cbainberlaig,  (jeorge  A.... 

Oieshlre,  Flemlag  D  

Canada,  WDliaia  W  

TaeCAit,  a.  R  


8&0  Panto,  Brasll. ... 

Amor,  China  

Aden,  Arabia  

Ron&rlo,  Aremtlna. . . 

Tslomn,  CUna.  

Fort  Krie, Canada.... 
Btmnos  Aires,  Argen- 
tina. 

Shan#hal,Chlna  

Lourenco  U  a  r  o  u  es. 
rortiieue!>«  Last 

Africa. 

Canton,  China  

VeraCmi,  Ifexfoo... 
Com  wall.  Canada. . 


Dec.  31 
..do..... 
Dec.  IS 

..do.... 
Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Dee.  31 


Jan.  5 
Uec  31 


Jan.  31 


Feb.  1 
Jan.  6 


Department  of  State,  WaibtnEton,D.  0. 

Do. 

Aawiatlon  of  the  Put  of  the  City  ol 

New  Tork,  Now  York  City. 
M3  Ooodrlrh  Avenne,  Bt.  Paol,  Ulnn. 
DepartinentofStato,  Wajitainrt«n,  D.C. 
Lewes.  Del. 

Bruu-fi  office,  Dur«aii  of  Porelgn  and 
Domestic  Coounerre,  New  York, 
N.  y, 

(") 

totiu  Clnb,  110  West  Finy^ereDtli 
btrect,  Now  York  City. 

Bureau  of  Porelcn  and  Dom«<ttlcCoii^ 
mere*.  Room  40B,  CiKtoadMNiHh 
New  York.  N,  Y. 

Win^wtor.  Ind. 

3007  Blavuitb  StiMt,  NW.,WaAli^ 
t<n,  D.C. 


■  The  tour  of  ADmlcan  cltlea  by  Vonsiit  G^n^ral  Thonaa  Sammonii,  of  ShangfanI,  InelodM 
Rocl'Oiftcr.  .Mbimy,  CnnnJoHarle.  New  York,  Detroit,  Chlenco.  Bettttle,  Tacoma.  Portland, 
and  San  Vmnclsco,  ooDCltidlag  at  tbo  latter  place  Jnn.  4,  1916.  He  wni  confer  wltli  boal- 
nesi  ma  at  ttaeso  pUcn  who  are  intnreitea  la  trade  ta  CUna. 
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BATES  FOB  WAB-BISK  DTSITBAlfCE. 

The  Bureau  of  War-Risk  Insurance  of  the  United  States  Treasury 
Department  has  issued,  under  date  of  December  6,  1915,  a  schedule 
of  rates.  The  rates  from  any  ports  in  the  United  States  to  any  ports 
in  the  world  (other  than  those  named  in  the  special  list),  or  vice  versa, 
are  as  follows : 

Cargo^  freight^  and  advances: 

1.  Between  ports  of  the  United  States  or  its  possessions,  or  between 
nonbelligerent  ports  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  or  between  the  west 
coast  of  the  Umted  States  and  Japan  or  Chma,  5  cents  per  $100. 

2.  Between  United  States  ports  and  belligerent  ports  in  the  West- 
em  Hemisphere,  15  cents  per  $100. 

3.  Between  United  States  ports  and  nonbelligerent  ports  other 
than  above  not  north  of  Havre  in  Europe  nor  east  of  Sicily  in  the 
Mediterranean,  \  per  cent. 

4.  To  all  other  ports,  ^  per  cent. 
Vessel  {voyage  risks) : 

By  voyage,  meaning  from  port  of  loading  to  not  more  than  two 
ports  of  discharge. 

1.  Between  ports  in  the  United  States  and  its  possession  and  non- 
belligerent ports  in  the  Westei  n  Hemisphere,  one-eighth  per  cent. 

2.  Between  United  States  and  belligerent  ports  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere  or  between  ports  on  the  west  coast  of  the  United  States 
and  China  and  Japan,  one-fourth  per  cent. 

3.  To  other  nonbelligerent  ports  not  north  of  Havre,  in  Europe,  nor 
east  of  Sicily  in  the  Mediterranean,  one-half  per  cent. 

4.  Other  ports,  three-fourths  per  cent. 
Vessel  {time) : 

Time  policies  to  be  issued  for  a  period  of  90  days  only;  rate  1^ 

per  cent. 

If  warranted  to  use  only  ports  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  three- 
fourths  per  cent. 

If  warranted  to  use  only  nonbelligerent  ports  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  three-eighths  per  cent. 

All  rates  are  subject  to  change  without  notice  and  effective  from  the 
date  thereof. 


BETZSED  ESTIMATE  OF  SEITIA  BAISIH  CBOF. 

[Consul  Claude  I.  Dnwson,  Vnlrncin,  Rpaln,  Nov.  8.] 

The  previous  estimate  of  the  1915  Denia  raisin  crop  of  10,000  metric 
tons  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  18,  1915)  mu^  be  revised  in 
view  of  more  deGnite  information  published  dtuing  the  pnst  week, 
according  to  which  the  yield  will  not  surpass  6,000  tons  and  may  be 
nearer  5,000.  From  the  growers'  standpoint  the  season  is  now  closed, 
since  practically  all  unmarketed  fruit  is  in  the  hands  of  traders,  who 
now  await  favorable  opportunities  for  a  turnover  at  a  reasonable 
profit  above  the  high  prices  paid  for  their  holdings. 

The  crop  has  greatly  fluctuated  during  tlic  past  decade  and  better 
results  may  be  looked  for  next  season.  It  is  true  the  vines  were 
greatly  affected  by  cryptogamic  diseases;  but  there  are  many  imlica- 
tions  that  farmers  are  already  treating  the  vines  and  otherwise  pre- 
paring for  a  healthy  start  next  year. 
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mw  GOTBSBlCESt  FUBUCATIOITS. 

Tlie  Superintendent  of  Docnments,  Washington,  D.  C.,  announces 

that  he  ha-s  received  in  stock  during  tlie  week  ended  December  4  the 
following  new  United  St:ites  Government  publications,  which  he 
will  sell  at  the  nomiaul  prices  affixed : 

Prnctical  Tree  Surgery.  Yenrbook  Soparnte  622 — Prnctical  work  on  the 
luodom  art  of  preserving  trees  by  meana  of  concrete  fiUlngs.  etc. — Covering 
the  prlnciplea  involved  and  the  gent*ral  theory  of  tree  growth.  Price,  paper, 
10  cents. 

Tettt  of  the  Absorptive  and  Permrahle  Properties  of  Portland  Cement  Mortars 
and  Concretes,  together  with  TeHts  of  Damp-Prooflng  and  Waterprooflog  Oom- 
pouuda  aod  Materialii.  Standard  Bureau  Technolc^c  Paper  3. — Covers  porpose 
of  tests,  equipment,  dntcription  of  metbotl»,  and  litfurmatlou  relative  to  daiiip- 
prooSng  and  waterprooflog  compounds,  with  statistical  tables.  Price,  paper, 
20  cents. 

Tests  of  StTMetural  Timbers.  Forest  Service  Bnlletln  108. — Gives  purposes  of 
the  testa  and  methods  of  tests  and  results,  with  grading  of  timber  according 
to  their  mechanical  properties.  Price,  paper,  20  cents. 

Information  Concemmff  the  Milch  Qoats.  Animal  Industry  Balietin  68. — 
Covers  present  situation,  diseases,  breeding,  uses  of  goats,  milk,  etc.  Price, 
paper,  15  cents. 

Trade  Directory  of  Central  America  and  the  "West  Indies.  Miscellaneous 
Series  22,  Barean  of  foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — List  of  tlie  merchnnts, 
tradesmen,  manufacturins  In^ltutions  In  Smith  America,  arranged  alpha- 
betlcftlly  by  countries  and  Industries.  Price,  cloth,  60  cents. 

The  Women's  MmsHn-Vndertcear  Industry.  Rf^rt  on  the  Cost  of  Production 
of  W<»en*s  Muslin  Underwear  In  the  United  States,  Miscellaneous  BerteA  29. 
Bureaa  of  Foreign  and  Doueiitlc  Commerce.— Gorera  women's  clothing  Industry, 
scope  of  InvestlgHtlcHi,  capital,  profits,  msinufacturlng  and  selltug.  macbloery, 
processes,  working  conditions,  etc.  Price,  paper,  20  cents. 

Dyeatnffs  for  American  Textile  and  Other  Industries.  Special  Agents  Series 
96. — An  article  Thomas  H.  Norton,  covering  dyestuff  situation  In  the  United 
States,  American  ani^y,  the  Oerman  industry,  processes  of  manufacture^  etc 
Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

Conmereittt  Organimtkms  in  the  United  Kinpdom,  with  a  Description  of 
British  Manufacturers*  and  Employers'  Orgnnlzationa.  Special  A^nts  Series 
102. — ^Descriptions  of  the  British  chambers  of  commerce  aud  tlie  manufacturers' 
and  employes'  organizations.  Price,  p^r,  5  cents. 

Banking  Opportunities  in  South  Ameriea.  Special  Agents  Series  lOG.  Rqwrt 
of  William  H.  Longh. — GoTwlng  the  situation  In  South  America,  embracing 
probable  lines  of  development  banking  situation  In  the  various  countries,  earn- 
ings, prollts.  etc.   Price,  paper,  20  cents. 

Mathematics  in  the  Elementmy  £lrhooI«  of  the  United  States.  International 
Commission  on  the  Teaching  ■>f  Mathematics.  The  American  Report,  Commit- 
tees 1  and  II,  Kdncation  Bureau  RuUetln  1.1,  1011. — Covers  teaching  of  mathe- 
matics in  general,  elementary  schools,  methods  employed  In  teaching,  grades, 
preparation,  teachers,  etc.   Price,  paper,  15  cents. 

The  Btatus  of  Rural  Education  in  the  United  States.  Education  Bureau  Bnl- 
letln 8.  1013. — Embraces  urban  and  rural  school  data,  the  one-teacher  school, 
essentials  for  efllcicncy,  supervision,  organization,  etc.   Price,  paper,  15  cents. 

Saving  Fuel  in  Heating  a  House.  Mines  Bureau  Technical  Paper  97. — Practi- 
cal article  on  the  ocoiinniical  use  of  fuel  for  domestic  purposes,  covering  uses  of 
wood,  nnthrnclte  and  binmitnous  coni,  pent,  coke,  oil,  gus,  and  electrlcl^,  direc- 
tions for  proper  manncement  of  fireplaces,  stoves,  steam  and  hot  water  appa- 
ratus, etc.   Price,  paper.  5  cent^^. 

Composition  of  the  Natural  (las  Used  in  Ticcntu-flve  Cities,  with  a  Discussion 
of  the  Properties  of  Nntural  Gas.  Mines  Bureau  Technical  Paper  lOS. — Oovers 
the  method  used  in  consumption  of  natural  gas,  with  results  attained,  commwbi 
on  the  samples,  etc.  Price,  paper,  S  cents. 
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Uses  of  Commerctal  Wooii^  of  the  United  States. — Beech,  Birches,  and  Mnples. 
Agricalture  Department  Bulletin  12,  covering  supply,  early  usos,  asricultural 
Implements,  furnttare,  lumber,  preservative  treatment,  etc.,  of  beech,  birches. 
&D<1  mnples.   Price,  pap«*r,  10  cents. 

Hiphway  ItontU:  A  CompllatloD  of  Data  and  Analysis  of  Economic  Fentures 
Afltetlng  Construction  nnd  Maintenance  of  Highways  Flna.nce(l  by  Bond  Ismies. 
and  the  Theory  of  Highway  Bond  Calculations.  ARricalture  Deportment  Bul- 
letin 136. — Embraces  couuty  highways,  market  roads,  cost  of  highway  constnuN 
tlon  and  maintenance,  bond  Issues,  etc.   Price,  paper.  2S  cents. 

Shortlea'f  Pine:  It»  Economic  Importance  avd  Fi  est  Management.  Aprl- 
cnlture  Department  Bnlletln  308. — Ojvera  adaptability  for  forest  management, 
present  supiMy,  yield,  values,  etc.   Price,  paper.  15  cents. 

Honeyhee»:  Wintering,  Yields,  Imports  anrf  Bxports  of  Boney.  ARrlcultnre 
D^)artment  Bolletin  325. — Covers  wintering,  hon^  yields  for  the  season  of  1914, 
etc.,  with  statistical  tables.  Price,  paper  5  cents. 

Hints  to  Poultry  Raisers.  Farmers'  Bulletin  528. — Covers  selection  of  a 
breed,  iucubutton,  breeding,  poultry  houses,  feed,  egg  production,  dlseasea,  and 
marketing.  Price,  paper,  5  cents. 


SOtn^H  UAHCHUBU  AKD  EAST  1C0V60LIA  FINANCE. 

[Eixtract  from  Uanchurla  Dalljr  N«w»,  Oet.  27.  forwarded  by  Co&sdI  A.  A.  WUlftaisoii, 

DaireB.1 

The  nature  of  the  new  financing  organization  for  South  Manchuria 
and  Eastern  Mongolia,  reported  oj  newspapers  at'  home  as  the  Got- 
emment  plan,  is: 

The  new  bank  shall  be  capitalized  at  10,000,000  yco.  ($4,980,000) 
with  its  head  office  in  South  Manchuria.  The  loans  advanced  by  the 
special  loan  service  of  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  shall  be  reeiored 
to  the  Central  Treasury  as  they  are  repaid,  and  may  be  transferred  to 
the  charge  of  the  new  bank.  The  deposit  section  of  the  Finance  Office 
shall  underwrite  the  debentures  of  the  new  bank  to  the  maximum 
amount  of  15,000,000  yen  ($7,470,000)  bearing  interest  of  not  more 
than  5  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  new  bank  shall  advance  long-term  loans  on  the  security  of  real 
estate  in  addition  to  general  banking  business.  It  is  authorized  to 
issue  debentures  up  to  10  times  the  paid-np  capital. 

The  rates  of  interest  on  the  loans  of  the  new  bank  shall  be  made 
Eiubject  to  the  approval  of  the  Govemment  semiannually. 


CO£T££  CKOF  OF  SALTADOA. 

[Vlc«  OodbqI  Lthh  W.  FVanklin.  Sao  ftalTador.  Not.  18.1 

Preparations  arc  now  being  made  to  harvcKt  the  1915-16  coffee  crop 
of  Salvador,  which  it  is  believed  will  reach  a  total  of  7;j,000.0()0 
pounds:  60,000,000  poimds  will  probably  be  exported.  This  is  consid- 
ered to  be  a  very  good  crop  and  compares  favorably  with  the  crop  of 
the  preceding  year,  which  was  77,007,300  pounds  and  which  was  pro- 
duced by  the  following  departments:  Santa  Ana,  12,888,000:  Ahua- 
chap&n,  8,137,400;  Sonsonate,  5,573,400;  La  Liberta<i,  14,174,400;  San 
Salvador.  2,480,100;  Chalatenangn.  88.700;  Cuscatlan,  48!).00O:  La 
Paz,  8,788,600;  San  Vicente,  753,000;  Cabanas,  280,300;  San  Miguel, 
4,861,700;  Usuluton,  18,071,000;  Morazan,  404,700;  and  La  Union, 
11^. 

There  are  approximately  211,000  acres  planted  in  coffee  trees  in 
Salvador. 
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HEED  OF  AHERIGAir  SHIPS  IS  CHINA  TKASE. 

{CoDBOl  G«nenU  George  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Oct  8.] 

Announcement  has  been  made  by  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  the  chief 
competitor  in  the  trans-Pacific  service  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steaiodiip 
Co.,  which  has  just  given  up  its  trans-Pacific  serrioe  and  sold  its  ships 

and  other  property  in  Pacific  ports,  that  it  is  preparing,  and  to  some 
extent  is  already  prepared,  to  maintain  the  schedule  of  weekly  sail- 
ings on  which  the  ships  of  the  To^o  Kisen  Kaisha  and  Pacific  Mail 
steamships  have  been  sailing  by  joint  arrangement  for  the  past  10 
years  and  more. 

For  the  time  being  eeveral  smaller-sized  and  indifferent  Japanese 
ships  have  been  secured,  and  the  first  of  the  new  ships,  the  Dairen 
M/aru,  with  a  displacement  of  8,000  tons,  is  announced  to  sail  from 
Hongkong  on  November  1.  The  pre^dent  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha, 
on  his  return  to  Japan  from  the  United  States  within  the  past  fort- 
night, announced  that  he  had  attempted  to  buy  the  ships  of  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co..  but  had  succeeded  in  purchasing  the 
Persia  only,  though  he  still  had  hopes  of  buying  the  China.  He  also 
had  hopes  of  purchasing  a  10,000-ton  vessel  now  under  construction 
in  the  United  States.  In  the  meanwhile,  his  company  is  oideavoring 
to  secure  other  vessels  of  proper  aze'and  equipment  for  trans- 
pacific passenger  and  freight  service,  and  in  case  ships  already 
built  can  not  1^  had,  the  company  will  immediately  lay  down  new 
vessels  for  the  trade. 

Eow  Commerce  Is  Affected. 

'Wliile  the  vessels  thus  placed  in  service  will  relieve  to  some  extent 
the  actual  impasse  which  has  arisen  by  tlie  withdrawal  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  Co.'s  service,  the  tonnage  still  available  is  inadequate  to  the 
demands  of  tlie  trade,  while  passenger  accommodations  are  so  inade- 
quate that  accommodations  on  all  vessels  in  trans-Pacific  service 
at  present,  and  those  in  prospective  service,  have  been  engaged  for 
months  ahead,  and  the  accommodations  available  are  altogether 
inadequate. 

There  is  an  even  more  serious  phase  to  the  situation  from  an 
American  standpoint,  liowever,  which  many  American  business  men 
so  far  have  not  appreciated.  The  need  is  not  only  that  of  adequate 
tonnage  and  passenger  accommodations  for  the  shipment  of  goods 
and  tlie  transport  of  mails  and  passengers  across  the  Pacific,  but 
there  is  actual  and  pressing  demand  for  American  and  other  neutral 
ships,  as  differentiated  from  Japanese,  British,  or  otiier  nonneutral 
ships  in  the  present  war,  and  Ajnerican  manufacturers  are  losing  a 
vast  amount  of  trade  in  China,  not  only  prospective  but  actual,  and 
trade  they  already  have  had  in  the  past,  in  not  having  Amencan 
ships  to  carry  their  goods. 

The  situation  is  well  illustrated  in  the  matter  of  cotton  piece 
goods  for  the  trade  in  China,  concerning  wliich  there  has  already 
been  considerable  discussion,  and  which  represent  so  great  a  part  in 
China's  import  trade.  As  reported  heretofore,  a  large  portion  of 
the  $75,000,000  (gold)  worth  of  cotton  piece  goods  imported  into 
China  each  year  are  imported  by  the  firms  under  their  own  **  chops  " 
or  trade-marks. 
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Xestrlotloiis  on  Trade. 

For  many  years  a  combination  between  British  manufacturers  of 
cotton  piece  goods  and  German  import  and  distrihuting  houses  in 
China  has  been  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  British  and  German  trade  in 
China,  and  has  represented  one  of  the  strongest  obsUclee  to  the  exten- 
sion of  American  trade  in  such  lines.    By  the  terms  of  the  British 

? reclamation  against  trading  with  the  enemy,  howerer,  British  manu- 
RCturers  can  no  longer  furnish  such  goods  to  German  or  other  enemy 
traders  in  China,  Siam,  or  other  countries  in  which  extraterritorial 
jurisdiction  prevails. 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  things  these  German  houses  wbidd  turn 
to  the  United  States  or  other  neutral  countries  for  such  supplies,  and 
the  United  States  has  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  introduce  Ameri- 
can cotton  goods  into  various  Chinese  markets  through  these  firms. 
However^  b^  the  terms  of  the  proclamation  against  trading  with  the 
enemy,  British  vessels  and  Japanese  vessels  are  prohibited  from  carry- 
ing enemy  goods,  so  that  cotton  goods  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  for  German  firms  in  China  can  not  be  carried  by  such  vessels. 

What  is  true  of  cotton  piece  goods  is  true  of  all  other  lines  of  trade 
in  which  German  houses  are  concerned.  Not  only  does  this  rule  apply 
to  cotton  r^ods  and  steel  and  iron  products  and  all  the  lines  of  import 
trade  in  viiiich  American  manufacturers  have  an  opportunity  other- 
wise to  extend  their  markets  during  the  present  war  and  the  present 
state  of  things  in  the  manufacturing  centers  of  Europe,  but  they  can 
not  ship  American  goods  to  German  houses  in  China,  eren  where  sq<^ 
German  firms  have  nandled  such  American  goods  for  years. 

LadE  9t  Ventral  Vesieb  to  Carry  American  Qoodi. 

Most  of  the  more  important  agencies  of  American  firms  trading  in 
China,  where  such  American  manufacturers  have  not  been  repre- 
sented by  their  own  branch  houses,  have  been  with  German  firms. 
The  chief  lines  of  American  locomotives  and  other  railway  equipment 
and  material  haTe  been  handled  by  German  firms.  American  type- 
writers in  many  of  the  ports  have  been  handled  by  German  firms. 
American  electrical  goods,  American  food  products,  American  cotton 
goods  of  standard  grades,  in  short,  nearly  all  lines  of  export  of  Amer- 
ican goods  to  China  have  been  more  or  less  handled  by  German 
bonsea  All  this  trade  is  now  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  as  a  result 
of  the  lack  of  neutral  vessels  on  the  Pacific  which  can  carry  American 
goods  to  German  firms.  Of  course,  if  Germany  controlled  the  Pacific, 
the  same  state  of  things  would  exist  as  to  the  supply  of  Americiin 
manufactures  to  British,  French,  Russian,  and  other  traders  among 
the  belligerents.  . 

The  point  is  that  to  secure  the  delivery  of  American  goods  to 
traders  of  any  of  the  belligerents  in  China  against  the  will  of  their 
enemies,  requires  vessels  under  the  American  or  other  neutral  flag. 
In  other  words^  so  long  as  there  are  no  American' ships  on  the  Pacific 
to  carry  American  goods,  the  large  trade  of  German  and  Austrian 
■firms  in  China,  which  still  remains  large  in  spite  of  the  restrictions 
due  to  the  war,  and  would  be  immensely  larger  were  transportation 
of  goods  to  them  available,  is  shut  to  American  manufacturers.  The 
American  manufacturer  and  wafjre  earner  are  directly  and  positively 
hurt  by  the  lack  of  American  ships  on  tlie  Pacific  at  this  time.  There 
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hns  been  more  or  less  indirect  injury  to  American  trade  in  various 
parts  of  tlie  world  by  reason  of  a  lack  of  American  ships  at  all  times, 
but  at  present,  and  under  war  conditions,  the  injury  is  direct  and  posi- 
tive, and  immensely  important. 

The  Japaneie  Bcrrloe. 

By  the  terms  of  subsidy  arrangements  between  the  Japanese  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Japanese  companies,  Japanese  interests,  of  course, 
must  first  be  taken  care  of  at  all  times.  The  service,  in  short,  is  that 
of  a  Japanese  company  and  primarily  for  Japanese  purposes  and 

ends. 

There  is  marked  interest  in  the  new  Dutch  line  from  Java  to  the 
United  States  by  way  of  Hongkong  and  other  Oriental  ports,  and 
there  is  still  talk  of  renewed  service  of  British  ships  of  various  lines. 
The  entire  shipping  situotion  as  regards  trans-Pacific  services,  how- 
ever, is  in  an  uncertain  state  and  a  highly  unsatisfactory  condition, 
and  it  is  unlikely  that  there  will  be  any  fcubstantiul  change  from  pi*es- 
ent  conditions  until  it  is  better  understood  what  may  be  expected  in 
the  way  of  service  from  American  sources  in  the  near  future. 


Recent  articles  in  Commerce  REronTS  have  recorded  successful 
efforts  in  behalf  of  neutral  shipping  on  the  Pacific,  with  the  benefits 
coming  partly  to  American  commerce.  The  Java-Pacific  Line  will 
inaugurate  a  service  between  Batavia,  Java,  and  San  Francifco  with 
a  sailing  from  Batavia  on  December  15.  Steamers  will  stop  at  various 
ports,  including  Manila  and  Hongkong.  The  successive  stages  in  the 
arrangements  made  for  this  service  were  mentioned  in  Commerce 
Reforts  for  October  11,  November  5,  10,  and  13.  The  new  line  will 
link  Java  and  other  islands  of  the  rich  Netherlands  Indian  Archi- 
pelago with  San  Francisco  for  closer  trade  relations,  as  well  as  supply 
facilities  at  the  other  ports  mentioned.  The  service  is  made  possible 
through  the  cooperation  of  three  large  Netherlands  steamship  com- 

Sanies  which  have  been  operating  out  to  Java  and  the  Orient — the 
ederland  Steamship  Co.,  and  the  Java-China- Japan  Line  of  Amster- 
dam, and  the  Rotterdam  Lloyd,  of  Rotterdam. 

Arrangements  for  the  organization  of  the  Pacific  &  Eastern  Steam- 
ship Co.  (Inc.)  to  operate  under  the  American  flag  between  China, 
the  Philippines,  and  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  coasts  of  the  United 
States  was  mentioned  in  Commerce  Reports  for  October  30,  1915. 
In  the  issues  of  October  22  and  November  19  were  reports  of  the 
formation  of  the  China  Mail  Steamship  Co.  for  traffic  between  San 
,  Francisco  and  China.  Tliis  company  is  financed  by  Chinese  in  the 
'  United  States. 


Jute  bags  to  the  value  of  $400,  cabots  (cotton  drills)  worth  $2,400, 
fancy  groceries  $300,  hosiery  $650,  lumber  $51,650,  tarred  paper  $100, 
refrigerators  $100,  rice  $44,200,  shocks  $45,000,  staves  $59,260,  sugar 
$15,950,  wheat  $2,400,000,  and  wire  $5,476,  or  a  total  of  $2,625,486 
"worth  of  American  merchandise,  was  imported  by  firms  in  the  Patras 
consular  district  during  the  September  quarter  as  the  result  of  the 
trade-extension  eflEorts  of  Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  of  that  Greek  port 
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CBOF  BEPOBT  OF  IRELAND. 

[Consul  Wealey  Frost,  Cork  (Queeastown  i,  Oct.  2!).] 

The  Irish  hay  crop  in  1915,  according  to  recently  expressed  oflicial 
opinion,  was  decidedly  superior  to  the  crop  of  1914,  and  the  general 
impresBion  here  is  that  the  1915  crop  was  really  exceptionally  full. 
The  drj^  weather  in  June  was  counteracted  by  abundant  rains  in  July, 
and  while  the  quality  in  many  regions  suffered  by  the  moist  weather 
at  harvestinff,  the  quantity  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

The  abundant  hay  crop  is  said  to  haye  encouraged  the  fattening  of 
cattle  in  Ireland,  and  more  than  the  usual  number  of  fat  cattle  hare 
been  shipped  to  England,  to  which  country  the  shipments  are  almost 
always  preponderantly  composed  of  thin  cattle  for  Knglish  fattening. 
This  Irish  fattening  has  called  for  stock  foods  to  supplement  the 
forage,  and  prices  of  oil  cake,  maize,  and  mill  offals  are  consequently 
verv  Btiff. 

'the  present  prices  of  farmers*  hay  in  Cork  range  from  $14.25 
to  $21  per  ton.  The  total  area  under  hay  in  Ireland  in  1915  was 
S^26,627  acres,  an  increase  of  8,201  acres  over  1914.  Of  this  area 
532,486  acres  were  first-crop  hay  from  seed,  407,255  acres  were  second 
and  third  crop  bay,  and  1.586,886  acres  were  meadow  hay. 


sPAnrs  191S  smmi  csofs. 

[Consul  RobortaoQ  noncjr,  Hsdrld,  Nor.  4.] 

The  "Informacion  Financiera,'*  published  in  Madrid,  contrasts  in 
a  recent  issue  the  report  of  the  Spanish  Government  as  to  siunmer 
crops  of  1915  compared  with  those  of  1914.  The  following  are  the 
figures,  the  metric  ton  of  2,204  pounds  being  the  unit: 


Crop. 

1S15 

Crop. 

1914 

191S 

Ton*. 
S»5, 14fl.5 
128,791.0 
1.77^8 
37.611.0 
73,«t7.8 

Ton*. 

32\.m.n 

117,71^.3 

m.Q 

S2. 440.7 
81,416.5 

Tww. 
12.719.9 
e6.»7R.2 

4.7ia.4 
to. 133. S 

Trmt. 
11  i^.S 
98,433.3 
6,A4.'.4 
ft,37A.O 

The  falling  off  in  crops  of  field  corn,  millot,  and  peanuts  is  marked. 


AHEEICAV  FAFEB  KONET  FREFEABES  TO  GOLD  IN  ITALY. 

[Consul  O^neml  David  F.  Wllber,  Genoa,  Not.  4.  ] 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  American  paper  money  in 
exchange  for  Italitm  paper  lire  in  Itul>  brings  about  8  per  cent  more 
than  American  gold.  Americans  coming  to  Italy  will,  therefore,  find 
it  to  their  advantage  to  bring  paper  money  in  preference  to  gold  coin, 
and  in  addition  will  be  able  to  take  such  money  out  of  Italy,  which 
can  not  be  done  witli  gold  coin  on  account  of  the  law  forbidding  the 
exportation  or  carrying  of  gold  out  of  the  country,  which  is  rigor- 
ously enforced. 

Bank  drafts  enjoy  a  still  higher  rate  than  American  paper  money. 
A  sight  draft  on  a  New  York  bank  in  dollars  sells  at  the  highest  rate. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOK  GOVEKmniirr  SITFFIIES  AND  COHSTRITCTIOV. 

[CoireApODdeiipe  shoiild  be  direct  with  tbe  offlccs  named,  and  speclQcatlons  can  osoally 
be  <d>talDed  at  tbe  potntn  wbero  the  goods  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  pei^ 
formed.  Id  casee  where  the  time  limit  is  too  Bhurt  to  permit  firms  to  mbmlt  tenders, 
they  »hould  anfc  to  be  placed  on  tbe  mailing  Hsta  of  such  offlCM  to  receive  notices  aUUns 
for  lutore  sappllea  or  work  of  a  Blmllar  nature.] 

Vavy  Department  auppUes,  No.  2817.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
BureoQ  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  D^rtment.  Washington,  D.  C, 
for  furnishing  the  following  materials.  Firms  desiring  to  submit  pro- 
posals should  make  application  to  the  Barenu  of  Supplies  and  Acconnts, 
giving  schedule  numbers  desired :  Schedule  9066.  muriatic,  nitric,  and  sul- 
phuric acids,  calcium  carbide,  paint  drier,  and  petrolatum ;  schedule 
9067,  redwood  and  1  and  14  Inch  seasoned  spruce;  schedule  9068.  brass 
screws,  Bteel  nuts.  14-lnch-wlde  elastic  webbing,  oak-tanned  rigging  leather, 
A-iach  oak-tanned  pump  leather,  and  bells  for  motor  boats;  schedule 
9069,  muriatic  acid  and  calcium  carbide;  schedule  9070,  soft  sheet  steel, 
round  rlvert-rod  steel,  and  metlium  bar  steel;  schedule  9071.  loofa  fiber 
sponges,  rolled  naval  brass  nuts,  and  steel  nuts;  schedule  0(^72.  12.000 
cones  of  sewing  cotton,  3&-lnch  calfskin  heads  for  bass  drums,  and  B-flat 
clarinet  reeds;  schedule  9077,  telephone  wire;  schedule  9078,  telephone 
cable.  l>ell  wire,  mt-tail  wire  for  aerials,  and  single  conductor  wire;  sched- 
ule b079,  beech,  birch,  and  maple  (mixed),  red  or  yellow  birch,  firats  and 
seconds  maple,  white  maple  firsts,  red  oak.  white  oak.  New  England  country 
white  pine,  and  New  England  Rpruce;  schedule  9080.  white  pine  and  m^een 
(lock  shores  Junliier  poles;  schedule  90S1,  white  ash,  white  pine,  white 
Idaho  pine,  juniper  poles.  New  England  spruce,  sawn  spruce,  southern 
spruce,  and  spnice  sticks  for  spars;  schedule  9082,  furnishing  and  ln< 
stalling  6-ton  platform  scale;  schedule  9083,  monel  metal  fuel  tank.s,  and 
nitrate  sodium ;  schedule  0084,  power  pipe  threading  and  cuttlng-olT  ma- 
chine; schedule  9085.  machines  for  use  In  rope  walk;  schedule  9086,  ron- 
trollers  for  boat  cranes;  schedule  9087,  double  cylinder  winches;  schedule 
9088,  angle  Rteel  and  ribl>ed  floor  steel  plates;  schedule  9089.  mattress  cot- 
ere;  schedule  9090,  tinned  lard;  scbaiule  9091,  mnrlne  glue;  schedule 
9092,  automatic  steam  towing  machine;  schedule  9093.  electrical  supplies; 
schedule  9004,  l)arometei%;  schedule  9095,  medium  steel  plates;  schedule 
9096,  phosphor  bronze  wire ;  schedule  9097,  local  turret  fire-control  panels ; 
schedule  9068.  mustard  and  macaroni ;  schedule  9099,  round  carbon  steel 
and  pure  sijerm  oil ;  sche<lule  9100,  calcium  carbide,  putty  In  oil,  4  by  24 
Inch  safety  treads.  40-inch-wlde  burlap,  lijdraulic  leather,  lenses  for 
deck  IlKhts,  4-pound  hanks  of  flax  twtne,  and  standard- weight  wrought 
pipe;  sclie<lule  9101,  gaugo-testtnE  outfits;  BChcdule  9102,  4-couductor  tele- 
phone cable,  double  conductor  wire,  single  conductor  wire,  nnd  twfu  con- 
ductor wire:  schc-dule  9103,  rough  brass  angle,  check,  cross,  gate,  and  globe 
valves;  scheilule  9104,  bar  brass  and  Nos.  1.  2,  and  4  pig  Iron;  schedule 
010&  North  Carolina  pine  pitch  nnd  dry  Venetian  reil;  schedule  9106,  mal- 
leahle-lron  pipe  fittings,  malleable-Iron  unions,  upholstery  leather,  14-foot 
ash  oars,  and  lignum  vltie  logs;  schedule  9107,  boat  ancliors,  galvanlzed- 
Iron  or  steel  buckets,  padlocks,  and  brass  screws;  nnd  schedule  9108. 
Turkish  toweling,  steel  bolts  and  -nuts,  brass  screws,  composition  pipe 
fittings,  and  composition  unions. 

Goal,  No.  2818.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  oS^ce  of  the  United 
States  engineer  customhouse,  St  Louis,  Ma,  until  December  20,  1915,  for 
furnishing  30,000  tons  of  c<ml.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  above-named  office. 

Repairs,  No.  2819. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  commanding  officer. 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  steamer  Bachc,  Norfolk,  Va.,  until  December  IS, 
1015.  for  repairs  to  the  steamer  Bachc.  Blank  proposals  and  iuformatlon 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  abo\'e-named  officer. 

CoK**rwciio»  work.  No.  2820. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Commissioner  of  risherles,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  .laiuiary  11,  1916, 
for  the  construction  of  a  single-screw,  wood,  steam-propelled  fishery  vessel, 
delivered  at  the  fisheries  station,  Boothhy  Harbor,  Me.  Tbe  vessel  la  to  be 
similar  In  type  to  the  best  modern  menhaden  fishery  vessel,  about  108  feet 
In  letigtli  over  all,  22  feet  beam,  and  11  feet  long.  Blank  proposals  and  par- 
'tlcolorg  may  be  obtained  on  aniillcatlon  to  the  above  office. 
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Furnishing  brag$  cattings,  Na  2821. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
llffhthouse  inspector,  Tonipklnsville.  N.  Y..  until  I>ecprohcr  18,  191"),  for  fur- 
nishing and  delivering  to  general  lighthouse  depot,  TompklnsvlHe,  N.  Y., 
DIHiroxlmately  5.U0O  pounds  of  brass  castings,  from  January  2, 1016,  to  June 
80,  1916,  for  store  account  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  appUcatiun 
to  the  above  office. 

InataUinff  metal  shelling,  etc..  No.  2S22. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  Bureau  of  Yartlw  aud  Docks,  Navy  Department.  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  January  8,  1916.  for  Installing  metal  shelving,  portahte  steel  ruclis, 
steel  boxes,  metal  storage  racks,  steel  alleles  and  plates,  and  galvanlzed-wire 
partitions  at  the  naval  torpedo  station.  Newport,  II.  I.  Plans  and  speclQca- 
tloos  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  bureau. 


FBOMOTIOir  OF  HABE-IH-CANABA  GOODS. 

[Conanl  O;  Oaylord  Marsb,  dotal)«d  as  Tlce  eonsal,  Ottawa.  Oanada,  Nov.  18.] 

The  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce  has  inau- 
gurated A  new  system  for  the  benefit  of  {people  desiring  to  purchase 
made-in-Canada  goods.  A  notice  which  is  being  giv^  publicitj  in 
the  Canadian  press  reads: 

The  department  Is  frequently  in  receipt  of  Inquiries  as  to  whether  certain 
goods  are  manufactured  In  Canada  and,  if  so,  by  whom.  In  this  connection 
the  catalogues  of  manufacturers  are  found  of  value,  enabling  the  Inquirers  to 
be  directed  to  the  proper  sources  of  supply.  Manufacturers  are  therefore  re- 
quested to  forward  their  catalogues,  together  with  discount  sheets  and  price 
Hats,  to  the  D^rtment  of  Trade  and  Commei-ce,  Ottawa,  where  they  will 
be  indexed  and  filed  for  purposes  of  reference.  Trade  com mlssi oners  also  find 
these  catalogues  of  value  In  connet.'tion  with  their  work,  and  manufacturers 
should  make  a  point  of  keeping  the  various  officers  of  the  Canadian  Commercial 
Intelligence  Service  supplied  with  their  latest  catalogues. 

Canada  maintains  a  corps  of  trade  conunissionera  and  commercial 
agents  in  the  leading  countries  of  the  world,  except  the  United 
States,  and  except,  at  present,  the  countries  at  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. It  is  the  duty  of  these  officials  to  promote  Canadian  foreign 
trade.  The  British  consular  corps  al?o  cooperate  in  the  extension 
of  Canada's  trade.  The  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  with 
the  trade  commissioners,  commercial  agents,  and  British  consuls, 
constitute  what  is  known  as  the  Canadian  Commercial  Intelligence 
Service. 


BESP0N8IBILZTY  FOB  BAUAOE  TO  FBEIOHT. 

[Conaul  General  Frederick  U.  Rjder,  Winnipeg.  Canada,  Nor.  20.] 

According  to  a  recent  order  of  the  board  of  railway  commissioners 
railway  companies  west  of  Port  Arthur  may  be  held  responsible  for 
damages  to  consignments  of  perishable  freight  to  the  extent  of  half 
the  freight  charges  on  the  shipment  if  negligence  of  the  railway  or  its 
employees  is  responsible  for  the  daniage.  In  the  past  such  shipments 
have  always  been  forwarded  at  "  owner's  risk."  The  same  order  also 
requires  that  the  railways  accept  less  than  a  carload  of  perishable 
freight  in  heated  cars  on  any  days  of  the  week  that  are  scheduled. 

This  order  affects  Winnipeg  and  other  western  shippers  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  transportation  committee  of  the  Manufacturers'  As- 
sociation held  a  meeting  November  18  and  protested  against  the  ruling 
of  the  conunission.  The  shippers  held  that  the  railway  commission 
should  not  interfere  with  a  service  which  had  been  so  satisfactory 
for  years  past  without  obtaining  their  views  upon  the  matter  gen- 
erally, and  this  protest  was  upheB  by  the  association  at  their  meeting 
later. 
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FOBEiaH  TRADE  OFFORTUHITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtaloed  from  the  Bnreiia  er  its  1*vMe& 

offices.] 

Wire  luUIs,  No.  19406. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  r^rts  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  equip  a  plant  for  making  wire  nails.  Prices 
and  fuli  iuformation  are  reqaested. 

Roofing,  vAre  naUa,  etc..  No.  19497.— A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer 
in  Greece  stotes  tlint  a  company  de5!tre8  prepared  roofing  of  wentlier* 
resisting  qualities  In  rolls  of  alMJUt  108  nqnnre  feet,  wire  nails,  and  liquid 
cement  for  attaching  tlie  roofing.  Tlie  company  requests  samples  and  quota- 
tions f.  o.  b.  New  YQr^£.  Tlie  firm  states  it  is  wlDlng  to  pay  cash  against 
documents  in  New  Yorlc.  Coirespondence  may  be  in  French  or  Ei^Itsh. 

Wearing  apparel,  etc.,  No.  1&498.— A  Ann  in  Russia  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular ofScer  that  it  desires  to  receive  samples,  catalogues,  and  price  lists 
from  miiimfacturers  of  socks,  stockings,  and  underwear  made  of  cotton, 
wool,  and  silk  for  women  and  children,  combs,  shoe  polish,  and  novelties. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  Russian,  French,  or  English.  Cable  address  and 
bank  references  given. 

Equipment  icantcd  for  coffee  plant.  No.  19499.— The  bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a 
letter  stating  that  a  Brm  in  France  desires  quotations,  f.  o.  b.  New  TorlE, 
terms,  and  full  Information  in  regard  to  eqnlpment  for  a  coffee  plant. 
Roasters,  crushers,  sieves,  bolters,  and  automatic  paddnc  nmcblnes  are 
tlie  principal  Items  needed. 

Paper,  No.  19500. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  In  Greece  desires  to  commanl- 
cnte  with  firms  interested  in  exiiorting  all  kinds  of  paper,  especially  that 
used  for  printing  newspapers;  ordinary  and  fine  writing;  wove;  foolscap; 
letter ;  and  euvclope  paper.  The  pai>er  wanted  for  newspapers  must  be  of 
reddish  color  and  have  water  mark  of  2  parallel  lines  across  the  whole 
sheet ;  size  about  81  by  115  centimeters.  Quotations  c.  1.  f.  Patras,  Including 
war-risk  Insurance  and  commission  of  4  per  cent,  are  desired.  A  sample 
of  the  news  paper  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 
(Refer  to  Hie  No.  68525.)  It  is  requested  that  samples  accompany  quota- 
tions.  Bank  references  are  given. 

Ftrele*«  coolen.  No.  10501. — A  mannfneturer's  agent  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular ofhc-er  that  be  desires  catalogues  and  full  information  from  manufac- 
turers of  flrcless  cookers.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Jute  <acfc«.  No.  19502. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  Russia 
states  that  a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  nuinn- 
facturers  of  flaxen  and  Jute  sacks,  size  G5  by  110  centimeters,  and  ivelgblng 
from  455  to  525  kilograms  per  thousand.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

W^erwarks  equipment.  No.  10503. — An  American  consular  officer  reports  that 
a  municipality  in  Canada  contemplates  Improving  and  extending  its  water- 
works system,  and  desires  quotations,  c.  I.  f.,  port  of  destination,  on  2 
steel  steam  boilei-s.  about  150  horsepower  each  ;  1  large  steam  pump  Ciipable 
of  pumping  about  a  million  and  a  quarter  gallons  of  water  a  day ;  about  3 
miles  of  cast-iron  water  pipe,  6  to  8  Indies;  about  a  dozen  hydrants,  and 
fittings  for  2$-inch  iiosc. 

Household  articles,  etc.,  No.  10504. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Sontli 
Africa  reports  that  a  young  man  In  bis  district  desii-es  to  establish  a 
housp-to-lioiise  oaiivas.slng  business,  and  retjuests  quotations  on  household 
articles  and  clothing  for  women  and  children.  Discounts,  terms,  packing, 
shipping  charges,  and  all  necessary  details  are  requested. 

VmbrcUa  partu,  No.  19.505. — \  firm  In  Norway  requests  nn  American  con.snlar 
oflicer  to  place  it  in  touch  with  manufacturers  of  umbrella  parts,  such  as 
crowns,  runners,  ribs,  etc. 

Optical  goods,  cJocks,  etc.,  No.  10506. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  France  states  that  a  firm  in  his  district  would  like  to  t>e  placed 
in  communicatloH  with  niauufacturers  of  optical  goods,  clocks,  sewing 
machines,  and  electrical  supplies,  with  a  view  to  becoming  their  agent. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  French. 
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INCBEASE  IN  SUEZ  CAHAL  TOLLS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  EmbasBy  at  Paris,  dated  Dm.  0.] 

Suez  Canal  Co.  informs  embassy  that  canal  tolls  will  be  raised  50 
centimes  {i).C  cents)  after  April  1,  191G,  making  rate  for  laden  ship 
ti  francs  75  centimes  ($1.30)  and  for  ships  in  ballast  4  francs  25 
centimes  (82  cents)  per  ton. 


HOSWAY  PROHIBITS  SALE  OF  VESSEIS. 

[Cablegram  from  Amerlcnn  consuLite  general  at  ChrlstliiDia,  Dec.  6.1 

The  Norwegian  Government  has  prohibited  the  sale  of  Norwegian 
vessels  to  any  foreign  country.  Law  may  be  waived  in  special  cases. 

[This  is  in  correction  of  cablegram  published  in  Commbrce  He- 
poitrs  for  Dec.  10.] 

SISCOTEEY  OF  FLATINTrU  IN  SPAIN. 

[Conenl  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Nor.  4.] 

The  recently  published  rumor  that  platinum  has  been  discovei-ed  in 
Spain  was  confirmed  this  week  by  Prof.  Orueta  in  person.  The  lat- 
ter is  a  Spanish  minin*?  engineer  and  was  designated  by  the  Institute 
Gcologico  (Geological  Society)  to  examine  the  Ronda  Mountain 
Raiigc  for  possible  mineral  deposits.  He  has  made  an  address  before 
the  Instituto  de  Ingenieros  de  Espana  (Society  of  Civil  Engineers 
of  Spain)  in  Madrid,  in  which  he  sets  forth  his  label's  and  their  re- 
sults. He  states  that  he  has  discovered  platinum  deposits  of  greater 
extent  and  richness  than  those  of  the  Ural  Mountains  in  Russia, 
which  furnish  about  90  per  cent  of  the  world's  supply.  The  present 
inarket  value  of  platinum  is  about  $46.25  per  ounce. 

As  is  known,  Spain  possesses  the  largest  and  richest  mercury  mines 
in  the  world;  these  ai-e  under  lease  to  a  British  company,  which  ex- 
ploits them. 
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OFEBATIOir  OF  SWISS  FEDE&AX  FUSCHAanra  TBUST. 

[American  Uf&later  P.  A.  Storall,  Berne.] 

As  stated  in  Commerce  Kepobts  for  November  22,  1915,  the  Swiss 
Importation  Trust  (Soci^t^  Suisse  de  Surveillance)  began  operations 
on  Xovember  18.  Mr.  H.  Grobet-Roussy,  who  was  chosen  by  the 
Federal  Council  as  director  of  the  society,  left  for  Holland  in  October 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  organization  and  policy  of  the 
Netherlands  Oversea  Trust.  The  head  offices  of  the  S.  S.  S.,  as  the 
new  body  is  known,  will  be  in  Berne,  the  address  bang  Pai'laments- 
Qebaude,  Zimmer  No.  5. 

The  trust,  as  indicated  in  Commerce  Reports  for  November  2, 
1915,  will  exercise  no  control  over  the  importation  of  metals.  This 
is  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a  separate  syndicate.  It  has  been  decided  to 
take  as  the  basis  for  this  syndicate  one  of  the  already  formed  organ- 
izations of  engineers  or  metal  workers  in  Switzerland.  This  syn- 
dicate will  operate  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Swiss 
Society  of  Surveillance,  and  shipments  of  metal  and  metal  products 
will  be  consigned  to  the  Swiss  Society  of  Surveillance.  It  is  expected 
that  the  statistics  of  imports  of  metal,  raw  and  refined,  into  Switzer- 
land for  the  calendar  years  1911,  1912,  and  1913  will  be  taken  as  a 
basis  for  the  amount  of  metal  of  each  description  to  which  the  Swiss 
Society  of  Surveillance  will  accord  entry  into  Switzerland.  During" 
the  continuance  of  hostilities  the  same  proportional  amount  of  metal 
imports  will  be  permitted  as  the  average  in  similar  periods  of  the 
years  mentioned. 


A17STEAIIAH  EEFEBEKimK  mOFOSAL  ABANDONED. 

[Commercial  AttacM  William  C.  Downs,  Melbourne,  Not,  6.] 

The  referendum  to  the  people  for  the  adoption  of  the  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Commonwealth  constitution  was  to  have  taken 
place  on  December  11,  but  by  -agreement  among  the  premiers  of  the 
respective  States  and  the  premier  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  refer- 
endum proposal  has  been  abandoned.  For  this  concession  on  the 
part  of  the  Federal  Govei'nment  the  States  have  agreed  to  surrender 
to  the  Federal  Government  the  additional  powers  a^ed  in  tiie  pro- 
posed amendments  for  the  period  of  the  war  and  one  year  thereafter, 
the  respective  State  premiers  undertaking  to  secure  the  passage  of 
the  necessary  legislation  and  the  Commonwealth  premier  undertak- 
ing to  secure  the  passage  of  the  legislation  necessary  for  the  with- 
drawal of  the  ref  erendiun. 


FBOFOSEB  LEGISLATION  IN  QUEENSLAND. 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  Queensland  (Australia)  Parlia- 
ment, and  has  reached  the  upper  house,  providing  that  under  cer- 
tain conditions  the  Government  shall  have  the  authority  to  acquire 
the  meat  works  of  Queensland.  Tlicre  is  also  pending  in  the  Queens- 
land Parliament  a  workers'  compensation  bill.  Copies  of  these  meas- 
ui*es  have  been  forwarded  by  Commercial  Attach^  William  C-  Downs, 
at  Melbourne,  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  934. 
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PRODUCTION  OF  TAmSTINO  EXTRACTS  IN  VENEZUELA. 

[Consul  Hotn^r  Brett,  La  Gualra,  Kov.  ID.) 

Caracas  newspapers  announce  that  a  concession  lias  been  granted 
to  a  resident  of  that  city  for  the  establishment  of  the  industry  of  pro- 
ducing tanning  materials.  A  long  list  of  plants  rich  in  tannic  acid 
that  grow  abundantly  in  Venezuela  is  published,  among  thom  being 
divi  divi,  or  the  fruits  of  the  Caesalpinia  coriaria,  of  wiiich  0,000  to 
8j000  tons  are  exported  annually;  mangrove  {Rhophorn  matygle),  of 
which  1,000  to  4,000  tons  are  exported;  and  balat/l  (Mimuaops  f/fo- 
hosa).  Other  plants  listed  are  urape  {Bauhinid  mult incr via) ^  Astro- 
nium  fraxinifolium,  A.  graveolens,  A.  conc'mnum^  Rosii  del  monte 
{Brownea  ffrafidiceps) ,  aloomoco  (Bowdichia  riryilioides) ,  jacque 
{Prasopis  cumancnsis)  ^  Pteroearpus  draco^  algari*obo  {liymenea 
c&utharil)^  iind  numerous  ebonies,  acacias,  and  mimosas. 

As  Venezuela  is  a  largo  producer  of  hides  and  skins,  the  hope  is 
expressi'd  that,  with  the  nuinufacture  of  tanning  nuiterials  increased 
and  cheapened,  the  leather  industry  may  develop  to  large  propor- 
tions. It  is  possible  that  capital  for  this  new  enterpi-ise  can  not  be 
found  ill  the  country,  in  which  case  the  promoter  would  probably  be 
willing  to  transfer  his  concession. 

ITIu*  n:iiu(>  «f  ilio  oiiiicesslimiiiro  iiiiiy  be  otitaliKHl  fmm  the  Uuwau  of  FoivIkii 
ami  IVHiiivtlf  (^miiiifm>  or  Its  bruiicli  offices.    RefiT  to  file  Ko.  (i!t2-l«.l 


RAFIB  GROWTH  OF  CUBAN  FROSPERITT. 

|StK-dal  Agt'Qt  (itimird  Iltirri^.l 

Figures  ju.st  given  out  by  tlie  Bureau  of  Information  of  tlie  Cuban 
Department  of  Commerce  reveal  an  astonishing  inci-ease  in  business 
and  pros])erity  in  Cuba  in  the  lis<'al  year  ending  June  30.  1915.  Ex- 
ports amounted  to  $21!>.447,3:i2,  or  $88  per  capita,  an  increase  of 
per  capita  in  one  year.  Strange  to  i-elate,  imports  fell  o\\  app»*eci- 
ably,  the  total  bein^  $8,000,000  less  than  in  the  year  before,  leaving 
a  balance  of  trade  m  Cuba's  favor  in  the  neighborhood  of  $91,000,- 
000 —a  gratifying  result  as  all  will  admit,  for  n  Republic  with  little 
over  two  and  a  half  million  pojndation.  It  figures  out  $36.40  per 
capita,  which  is  a  per  capita  increase  of  $5  for  the  fiscal  year  and 
illustrates  the  all-pervading  prosperity  of  Cuba  at  this  time. 

The  falling  off  in  imports  was  not  confined  to  any  (sne  line;  it  was 
a  general,  individual,  and  commercial  retrenchment  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year.  The  necessity  for  this  has  seemingly  vanished,  and 
buying  is  brisk  in  all  lines.  One  more  year  of  good  sugar  prices — 
which  now  appears  likely — will  put  Cuba  in  magnificent  shape.  The 
crop  this  year  is  worth  $205,000,000  in  round  numbers.  The  time  is 
oppoi'tune  to  extend  all  lines  in  Cuba  and  pi-ess  sales. 


Result  of  Trade  Opportunities, 

Consul  James  Oliver  Laing  reports  that  as  a  result  of  Foreign 
Trade  Opportunity  No.  17821,  published  in  Commerce  Reports  on 
August  9, 1915,  an  electrical  engineer  of  Karachi  has  placed  an  order 
for  electric  fans  for  a  hotel  in  that  Indian  metropolis.  He  also  states 
tlutt  orders  for  agricultural  implements  have  been  placed  in  the 
United  States. 
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ATTSTSAUAH  STATES  COHBINE  TO  HABKET  WHEAT. 

[CommerclBl  Attach^  WUllam  C  Dowiu.  Uelbounie,  Not.  5.] 

Following  the  action  of  the  Commonwealth  government,  when  it 
took  into  its  own  hands  the  chartering  of  tonnage  for  the  shipment 
of  the  available  surplus  of  wheat  for  export  from  Australia,  the 
question  arose  as  to  how  the  tonnage  should  be  apportioned  among 
the  different  exporting  States  in  such  a  manner  that  one  State  should 
not  have  an  advantage  over  another  in  marketing  its  wheat.  This 
problem  seems  to  have  been  solved  by  an  agreement  arrived  at  among 
the  premiers  of  the  different  Australian  States,  at  their  conference 
in  Melbourne  on  November  4,  under  which  the  various  States  prac- 
tically form  a  joint  company  to  pool  their  interests  in  the  wheat  crop. 

The  full  details  of  the  scheme  have  not  yet  been  announced,  but 
it  may  be  stated  that  the  individual  States  will  pass  legislation  which 
will  permit  them  to  take  over  the  whole  bu^ess  of  exporting  the 
harvest  and  selling  it  on  the  London  market.  Thev  will  operate 
through  existing  wheat  firms,  which  will  buy  and  sell  the  grain  for 
the  account  of  the  Government.  The  transactions  are  to  be  financed 
through  the  Associated  Australian  Banks,  which  will  guarantee 
payment  to  the  farmer  of  the  price  accepted  by  him. 

An^  losses  or  profits  on  the  transactions  are  for  the  aecoimt  of  the 
associated  Governments,  and  will  be  apportioned  among  the  respec- 
tive States  on  the  basis  of  the  wheat  purchased  and  sold  by  each  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  arrangement.  It  is  also  probable  that  provision 
will  be  made  for  the  issue  of  negotiable  scrip  on  the  wheat  purchases 
made  by  the  respective  Governments. 

Under  this  plan  of  shipping  it  is  expected  that  competition  be- 
tween the  different  States  will  be  avoided,  and  that  the  question  of 
allotment  of  freight  to  one  State  in  preference  to  another  will  be 
settled  as  the  interest  will  be  pooled.  The  harvesting  of  wheat  in 
Australia  begins  in  December. 

[An  article  on  the  surplus  wheat  crop  In  Australia  was  published  la  Gou- 
UEBCE  Repobts  toT  Dcc.  8,  1915.  Other  articles  on  the  wheat  crop  were  pub- 
lished In  the  Issues  of  Oct.  20  and  Oct.  23.] 


TBABE-IETTER  FILE  AT  CONSULATE  GEITEUAI.. 

[Consul  General  Alcxnnder  W.  Weddell,  Athens,  Greece,  Not.  13.] 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  the  Athens  consulate  gen- 
eral has,  in  order  to  stimulate  the  work  of  American  trade  extension, 
kept  in  a  conspicuous  position  in  its  reading  room  a  special  file  con- 
taining all  letters  received  from  American  firms  expressing  a  desire 
to  extend  their  business  relations  in  the  consular  district. 

This  file  is  brought  to  the  attention  of  local  business  men  seeking 
American  connections,  and  copies  or  translations  of  letters  relating 
to  their  particular  interests  are  given  them,  together  with  whatever 
further  information  the  staff  of  this  office  may  be  able  to  supply,  in 
order  to  leave  nothing  undone  to  attract  their  attention  and  mterest. 

As  soon  as  it  becomes  evident  that  such  an  interest  has  been  aroused 
this  office  writes  to  the  American  exporter  in  question,  giving  him 
the  name  and  address  of  the  interested  person,  and  is  thus  often 
successful  in  establishing  business  relations  profitable  to  both  parties 
concerned. 
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ABSmONS  TO  UST  OF  EASIO  STATIOKS. 

Several  new  land  and  ship  stations,  established  for  radio  purposes 
in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  are  mentioned  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Navigation  in  its  December  issue  of  the  Badio 
Service  Bulletin. 

There  are  three  additional  land  stations,  each  located  at  a  fort  and 
operated  and  controlled  by  the  United  States  Signal  Corps  of  the 
War  Department.  The  locations  are  at  Fort  Constitution,  N.  H.; 
Fort  Dade,  Fla.;  and  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C.  Each  uses  the  United 
States  Army  system,  has  a  wave  length  of  825,  is  used  exclusively 
for  Government  business,  and  has  no  regular  hours. 

There  are  eight  new  ship  stations,  as  follows:  AlasJca,  Kilbourne 
&  Clarke  system  (240) ;  ware  lengths,  300,  450,  500,  and  600;  operated 
and  controlled  by  the  Alaska  Steamship  Co.,  owner  of  vessel.  Edna, 
controlled  by  Sudden  &  Christensen,  owner  of  vessel.  Galatea,  Mar- 
coni system ;  wave  lengths,  300  and  GOO ;  operated  and  controlled  by 
Marconi  Co.;  £.  L.  Ford,  owner  of  vessel.  Machinaw,  Halcun  sys- 
tem (240) ;  wave  lengths,  300  and  600;  North  and  South  American 
and  transoceanic  service;  operated  and  controlled  by  George  and 
James  Flood,  owners  of  vessel.  Nevada,  wave  lengths,  300  and  600; 
Goodrich  Transit  Co.,  owner  of  vessel.  North  America,  composite 
system;  wave  lengths,  300  and  600;  North  and  South  American  and 
transoceanic  service;  operated  and  controlled  by  the  Merritt  & 
Chapman  Derrick  &  Wrecking  Co.,  owner  of  the  vessel.  Orleanian, 
Marconi  system;  wave  lengths,  300  and  600;  B.  Lawrence  Smith 
(Inc.),  owner  of  vessel.  Pacific,  wave  lengths,  300  and  600.  The 
Alaska,  Mackinaw,  and  North  America  are  designated  as  for  the 
general  public. 

There  are  five  additions  to  the  list  of  special  land  stations.  Thene 
are;  Lexington,  Ky.,  controlled  by  Otto  Holstein  (Company  A, 
Signal  Corj)s,  Kentucky  National  Guard),  wave  lengths,  500  and 
1,800;  Marion,  Ohio,  controlled  by  Keith  Henney,  wave  lengths, 
200  and  425;  New  Braunfels,  Tex.,  controlled  by  Arthur  E.  Mollen- 
hauer,  wave  lengths,  200  and  450;  San  Jose,  Cal.,  controlled  by 
Charles  D.  Herrold,  wave  lengths,  300  and  600,  variable;  Wayne, 
Nebr.,  controlled  by  U.  S.  Conn,  president  of  State  Normal  School, 
wave  lengths,  300  and  425. 

EZCHAKGE  RATE  HANDICAPS  AUEBICAIT  TBADE. 

[Consul  I>au]  11.  Foster,  Seret  de  la  Frontora,  Spain,  Nov.  10.] 

On  current  quotations  the  local  banks  sell  exchange  on  Paris,  Lon- 
don, and  New  York  at  the  following  rates:  Paris,  100  francs  at  90.35 
pesetas;  London,  pound  sterling  at  25  pesetas;  New  York,  dollar  at 
5.42  pesetas.  Therefore,  if  the  Spanish  merchant  purchases  merchan- 
dise to  the  value  of  $100  in  each  of  the  three  countries  (assuming 
original  cost  and  freight  to  be  equal),  when  he  purchases  exchange 
to  settle  these  three  invoices,  merchandise  will  have  cost  him  as 
follows:  France,  468  pesetas;  England,  482  pesetas;  United  States 
642  pesetas.  Under  abnormal  conditions  and  in  commodities  the 
supply  of  which  is  temporarily  hampered  business  is  possible  under 
these  rates,  but  it  is  not  tenable  except  for  the  period  of  the  abnormal 
conditions  and  is  a  handicap  In  the  case  of  readily  obtainable  com- 
modities. 
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TEAIKE  AT  THE  HIZHNI  KOVOOBOB  FAIR. 

[ZiOBd<m  TlitiM  Bowlaa  Supplement,  Oct  80.] 

This  year's  Nizhni  Nor^orod  Fair  may  be  epitomized  in  the  state- 
ment that  directly  or  indirectly,  owing  to  the  war,  it  is  being  con- 
ducted with  a  shortage  of  all  manufactured  goods  in  face  of  an  in- 
creased demand,  both  of  which  factors  have  rendered  it  peculiarly 
brisk  and  animated.  Generally  speaking,  intensive  work  undertaken, 
for  the  commi^ariat  by  mills  and  factories  has  depleted  supplies  for 
the  ordinary  domestic  market  to  such  an  extent  that  in  many  cases 
the  biggest  commercial  firms  have  not  been  able  to  send  to  vxe  fair 
more  than  50  to  60  per  cent  of  their  last  year's  consignments. 

The  demand  for  conunodities  on  the  part  of  the  Provinces,  espe- 
cially the  regions  favored  with  good  harvests,  and  for  raw  material 
on  the  part  of  the  handicraftsmen  (kiistars)  and  artisans  who  arc 
filling  large  orders  for  the  army,  even  if  it  has  not  risen  as  compared 
with  last  year,  has  in  any  case  exceeded  the  supply,  thanks  to  which 
prices  have  strengthened  and  gone  up  nearly  all  round.  The  com- 
paratively increased  demand  is  also  partly  attributed  to  the  higher 
purchasing  power  of  the  people  as  the  result  of  the  discontinuation 
of  the  State  sale  of  liquor. 

Cotton,  Flax,  and  WooL 

Not  anticipating  a  big  demand,  the  mills  and  factories  were  work- 
ing at  low  pressure  till  the  middle  of  May,  but  when  the  harvest 
prospects  proved  to  be  especially  favorable  the  provincial  merchants 
suddenly  deluged  the  Moscow  firms  with  cash  orders.  The  demand 
for  cotton  textiles  grew  daily:  and  since  stocks  on  hand  were  small, 
they  were  speedily  exhausted,  with  the  result  that  several  of  tiie 
larger  houses,  finding  themselves  sold  out  before  the  fair,  were  not 
even  represented  there. 

Flax  and  woolen  goods  are  similarly  affected.  The  flax-spinnine 
mills  have  been  working  almost  exclusively  for  the  commissariat  anS 
placing  on  the  market  only  such  supplies  as  have  been  left  over  after 
filling  Government  orders.  Prices  have  risen  6  to  15  i>er  cent,  and 
the  coarsest  assortments  are  offered  without  the  smallest  discount 

The  Kussian  wool  market  has  been  most  seriously  affected  by  the 
war.  As  is  known,  the  industry  depends  chiefly  upon  the  foreign 
market  for  its  raw  material,  so  that  the  cessation  of  import  deprived 
Bussian  manufacturers  of  over  a  million  poods  (16,000  tons)  of 
merino  and  niixed  wool,  which  constitutes  50  per  cent  of  the  manu- 
facture of  this  raw  material  in  Kussia.  The  occupied  portions  of 
Poland  are  also  large  productive  regions  for  the  finer  grades  of 
wool,  and  the  loss  of  this  source  of  supply  has  further  increased  the 
shortage.  Thus  some  of  the  latest  transactions  in  Rostof  wool  were 
effected  at  70  rubles  per  pood  (about  $1  per  pound)  instead  of  88  to 
42  rubles  ($0.54  to  $0.60  pei'  pound)  as  in  normal  times. 

Leather  and  Shoes. 

Under  ordinary  conditions  the  Fair  is  the  principal  purveyor  of 
leather  and  leather  goods  not  only  for  the  mills  and  factories  of 
Kussia  but  also  for  the  foreign  market.  This  year,  however,  the 
consignments  of  these  goods  were  less  than  25  per  cent  of  the  usual 
figures. 
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O^ving  to  the  stoppage  of  foreign  trade  the  Russian  hide  market 
has  begun  to  experience  a  shortage  of  tannin  and  heavy  sole  leather 
ordinarily  obtained  from  the  United  States  with  the  result  that  the 
private  market  is  sorely  inconvenienced  and  prices  are  rising.  Lat- 
terly, the  Moscow  warehouses  have  been  replenishing  their  stoclcs, 
while  provincial  tanners,  curriers,  etc.,  have  made  deliveries  to  the 
Fair;  but,  even  so,  it  is  impossible  to  depend  upon  large  supplies, 
while  such  is  the  demand  that  jirovincial  dealers  and  manufacturers 
have  forestalled  future  deliveries  of  half  manufactures,  manufac- 
tures, and  raw  material.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  noted  that 
Siberia,  as  a  rule  the  principal  purveyor  of  pelts  for  the  Fair,  can 
not  furnish  its  usual  quota  as  the  result  of  transport  difiiculties  and  is 
compelled  to  dispose  of  its  output  to  local  factories  and  hand 
workers  at  reduced  prices. 

DniKs  and  Jewelry. 

Since  the  Russian  drug  trade  is  almost  entirely  dependent  upon 
foreign  supplies,  which  constituted  as  much  as  70  per  cent  of  the 
Fair's  consignments,  the  cessation  of  international  trade  has  proved 
tantamount  to  the  interruption,  if  not  the  liquidation,  of  this  branch 
for  a  considerable  period,  until  the  country  can  develop  its  own  pro- 
duction. 

The  market  for  jewelry  and  trinkets,  likewise  largely  fed  by  for- 
eign imports,  has  also  been  obliged  to  shrink  to  the  limits  of  liome 
production.  The  Nizhni  Novgorod  Fair,  however,  has  been  losing 
importance  in  the  jewelry  trade  for  several  years  as  the  result  of, 
the  development  of  the  system  of  commercial  traveling. 

When  the  fair  opened  this  year  on  July  28, 1,308  firms  had  arrived, 
but  the  number  had  increased  to  1,488  by  Aiigitst  14,  whereas  last 
year  the  corresponding  figures  were  2,025  and  2,178. 

TA  r<>)iort  on  tlie  fur  trade  at  the  Nlzlinl  Fair  was  publishcii  la  Commerce: 
ItKpoiiTH  for  Nov.  5,  1915.] 


OFFEBS  ESTIHATE  OF  FRENCH  WINE  FfiOSUGTION. 

[Vice  Consul  John  J.  Krnstcr,  Ljon,  Nov.  in.] 

Tlie  Wine  Growers'  Gazette  has  just  published  an  estimate  of  the 
French  vintage  of  1915.  For  the  whole  of  France,  the  Gazette  esti- 
mates the  production  of  wine  in  1915  at  21,500,000  hectoliters  (568,- 
000,000  gallons)  as  against  59,000,000  hectoliters  (1,658,006,000  gal- 
lons) in  1914.  There  is  no  official  confirmaticn  of  the  year's  figures. 
The  Gazette  reviews  the  general  conditions  that  affected  the  wine 
crop  in  1915.  It  says : 

"^Thc  characteristics  of  the  year  1915  were  considerable  mildew 
and  uneven  production,  and  while  entirely  deficient  as  regards  the 
output,  yet  it  is  superior  in  quality  as  compared  with  former  yeai-s. 
In  spite  of  the  irregular  weather  and  the  numerous  plant  diseases, 
the  quality  is  good  everywhere  and  e^en  superior  in  the  well-cared- 
for  vineyards,  and  its  alcoholic  strength  averages  higher,  by  ^veral 
degrees,  than  that  of  the.  1914  wines.  There  is  very  little  wine  of  a 
feeble  alcoholic  percentage." 

[A  previous  article  on  the  French  prodnctlon  of  wine  for  the  present  year 
was  published  in  Couhcbce  Kepobts  for  Nov.  9,  1916.] 
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COAL  cowmnzinr  iv  tebxaiibvoo. 


[CoDsal  A.  T.  Baelwrlr,  PrrnainbDCO,  BnXII,  Kot.  2.] 


Since  August,  1914,  the  consumption  of  coal  in  this  district  has  heai. 
reduced  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  about  15  months  ago  a  very 
heavy  consumer  of  coal  entered  the  field  when  the  Pemambuco  Tram- 
ways &  Power  Co.  substituted  the  present  electiic  system  for 
the  long-used  mule  car  system.  This  company  owns  aiid  operates  the 
gas  company's  plant  also,  and  so  are  large  importers  of  coaL  Much 
more  coal  will  be  imported  when  the  tramway  company  installs  the 
proposed  electric  light  plant.  At  present  the  troUey  wires  are  exten- 
sively tapped  to  supply  much  of  the  downtown  street  and  store  light- 
ing. Incidentally  additional  power  will  be  required  for  running  the 
elevators  in  the  many  new  business  blocks  building  or  proposed. 

The  powerhouses  of  the  tramway  company  being  new  and  modem, 
that  company  is  able  to  use  in  its  fireboxes  fine  American  coal,  from 
which  they  are  obtaining  good  results.  However,  in  most  of  the 
grates  in  Brazil  it  is  possible  to  use  only  the  larger-sized  screened 
coal  that  is  imported  n-om  Wale& 

Cnttins  Sown  Coal  Consmnptioa. 

High  freight  and  insurance  rates  are  responsible  for  the  tendency 
to  cut  down,  save,  and  substitute  whenever  possible.  It  is  understood, 
for  instance,  that  one  company  is  at  present  using  about  33  per  cent 
wood  in  the  powerhouses  and  finding  it  so  satisfactory  will  Uk^y 
use  more  in  the  future.  The  numerous  interurban  railroads  are 
now  employing  wood  in  place  of  coaL  Cotton  and  other  factories 
are  beginning  to  consume  wood  wherever  posrable.  The  sugar  mills 
use  "  bagaco  "  (the  dried  pulp  left  after  the  sugar  is  extracted  from 
the  cane)  and  wood. 

The  smaller  number  of  vessels  touching  this  port  since  the  war  has 
played  an  important  part  in  the  reduced  coal  consiunption.  The 
shutting  down  of  the  extensive  dock-improvement  work  and  of  other 
municipal  construction  work  should  also  be  noted.  This  being  a  tropi- 
cal climate,  no  coal  or  other  fuel  is  required  for  domestic  heating  pur- 
poses, and  for  cooking,  charcoal  is  used  almost  exdudvely.  There  is 
no  water  power  to  be  developed  in  this  section,  so  that  all  poww  is 
g^erated  from  ^eam  plants. 

Bange  of  Prices— DlseliarfflnK  Equipment. 

Since  August,  1914,  Welsh  coal  has  varied  from  $12.50  to  $18.50  per 
ton  delivered  in  bunkers,  while  American  coal  varied  from  $10.25  to 
about  $11.50  c.  i.  f.,  to  which  should  be  added  the  high  handling  costs, 


about  $16.80,  delivered  in  bunkers,  and  of  American  coal,  $10.50  c.  i.  f. 
The  prices  are,  of  course,  constantly  fluctuating. 

There  have  been  no  dock  improvements  during  the  last  year; 
cargoes  ai-e  discharged,  as  formerly,  by  means  of  lighters. 

Coal  Imports. 

From  April  28,  1914,  to  March  23,  1915,-  not  one  American  vessel 
touched  this  port.  On  March  24,  however,  an  American  schooner 
loaded  with  coal  arrived  from  Norfolk.  To  date  14  American  schoon- 
ers carrying  coal  from  the  United  States  have  arrived  in  Femam- 


The  present  price  of  Welsh  coal  is 

 _1     ^£     1  ^  ■   1     tU-*  r\   mrn     _      ■  # 
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buco,  and  mail  sent  from  the  United  States  in  the  care  of  this  con- 
sulate Indicates  that  three  or  four  more  schooners  are  en  route. 

This  consulate  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  authoritative  informa- 
tion regarding  the  imports  of  coal  into  this  port,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
statistics  will  be  received  in  the  near  future. 

tFor  previous  reports  on  the  Brnzlllan  conl  situation  see  Coumebce  Rbpobts 
for  Apr.  24,  May  4,  June  23,  and  July  24, 1015.] 


SWATOW  MABKET  FOB  AHEBICAH  THREAD. 

[Consul  George  C.  naneon,  Swfttow,  China,  Oct  20.] 

The  imports  into  Swatow  of  thread  on  spools,  in  number  of  gross, 
for  the  years  1908  to  1915  (this  year,  9  months)  were:  1908,  29,610; 
1909,  35,538;  1910,  38,402;  1911,  32,170;  1912,  42,698;  1913,  48,124; 
1914,74,035;  1915  (9  months),  26,550. 

The  demand  for  foreign  thread  has  been  constantly  increasing 
(except  in  1911),  The  results  of  the  war  are  sliown  in  the  compara- 
tively small  import  for  the  nine  months  of  1915.  Now  that  the  de- 
mand exceeds  the  supply  there  is  a  good  opportunity  for  American 
thread  manufacturers  to  enter  this  market. 

British  spool  cotton  thread  has  practically  monopolized  this  mar- 
Iffit  heretofore.  The  thread  is  of  assorted  fcolors,  blue,  black,  and 
white  predominating,  and  comes  in  100-yard  and  500-yftrd  spools. 
It  arrives  in  Swatow  in  assorted  lots,  carefully  packed  in  tin-lined 
cases,  50  gross  of  100-yard  spools  or  30  gross  of  500-yard  spools  in 
each  case.  For  instance,  one  case  might  contain:  Spools  of  100 
yards — 15  gross  of  No.  8  thread;  5  gross  No.  10;  2  gross  No.  20;  6 
gross  No.  24;  5  gross  No.  30;  5  gross  No.  36;  3  gross  Na  40;  5  gross 
No.  50;  5  gross  No.  60. 

Another  might  contain:  Spools  of  500  yards — 5  gross  of  No.  8 
thread;  2jgross  No-  40;  20  gross  No.  50;  3  gross  No.  60. 

Each  ot  the  spools  sold  here  bears  a  trade-mark  or  "  chop,"  such 
as  the  picture  of  a  "barrel,"  a  "rake,"  or  a  "peacock."  As  it  is  not 
the  habit  of  the  ordinary  Chinese  to  specify  by  the  English  name  the 
spool  of  thread  he  wishes  to  buy,  he  asks  for  "  barrel  thread,"  "  rake 
thread,"  or  "  peacock  thread."  This  may  seem  of  slight  importance, 
but  once  a  "  chop  "  is  well  established  by  virtue  of  its  quality  and 
price,  it  is  very  difficult  for  a  competitor  to  oust  the  thread  bearing 
the  popular  "  chop." 

A  Swatow  firm  has  expressed  a  desire  to  communicate  with 
American  thread  manufacturers  in  regard  to  representing  them  here. 

[The  name  of  the  firm  which  desires  to  handle  American  thread  In  Swatow 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its 
branch  oflfices.  Uefer  to  file  No.  69077.  Samples  of  thread  comuioniy  sold  in 
the  Swatow  market  have  been  foi*warded  and  will  be  offered  later  by  the 
Bureau  under  the  same  file  number.] 


Agricultural  Engineers  in  Spain. 

Consul  Percival  Gassett,  at  Malaga,  has  submitted  a  list  contain- 
ing the  names  and  addresses  of  63  agricultural  engineers.  Tiiis  list 
covers  all  Sj^ain.  It  may  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices  by  re- 
ferring to  file  No.  69722. 
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JAMAICA'S  IHTEREST  IN  AHEKIGAN  GOODS. 

[Consul  J.  C.  MoDaghan,  KlngstOD,  Not.  2.] 

The  signs  of  the  times  favor  reviving  trade  in  Jamaica.  On  all 
sides  it  is  possible  to  note  this  tendency.  There  are  preparations 
which,  when  put  into  effect,  will  mean  another  line  of  ships  between 
Jamaica  and  the  ports  of  our  Southern  States,  especially  New  Or- 
leans, Galveston,  and  perhaps  Mobile.  There  are  no  cotton,  woolen, 
silk,  jute,  or  linen  mills  in  Jamaica.  All  the  articles  the  island  needs 
are  imported  from  various  parts  of  Europe. 

One  of  Jamaica's  biggest  buyers  and  sellers  of  dry  goods  said  to- 
day :  "I  am  ordering  Annerican  goods  in  crepes,  ratines,  and  silks,  be- 
cause half  of  the  designs  are  new,  are  very  attractive,  and  take  the 
market.  The  expense  is  less  to  us  to  get  our  goods  from  the  United 
States  than  all  the  way  from  England,  and  we  are  getting  them 
more  quickly.  We  have  three  or  four  times  received  goods  from 
America,  and  sold  them  while  still  waiting  for  our  English  order  to 
be  filled. 

"  For  these  islands  and  for  South  and  Central  America  nothing  is 
too  good.  Even  if  the  price  seems  to  be  high,  the  goods  will  be 
bouglit,  provided  they  make  up  in  cut,  style,  material,  and  Bnish. 
Anyone  who  hopes  to  i>alm  off  inferior  articles  will  never  succeed." 

Travelers  in  the  islands  of  the  Gulf  and  Caribbean  Sea  and  in 
South  and  Central  America  are  being  told  to-day  what  was  told  to 
the  travelers  of  10, 15,  20,  and  25  years  ago — that  a  wide-open  market 
awaits  lire,  energetic  young  men,  men  who  have  the  right  lines, 
know  how  to  i)resent  them,  and  are  able  to  speak  Spanish  wherever 
Spanish  is  spoken  and  to  speak  Portuguese  in  Brazil.  They  can  not 
fail  to  find  at  first  a  fair  market,  and  in  a  short  time  a  very  profitable 
market  and  pleasant  relations. 

Before  the  war  England,  (iermany,  and  even  France  and  Italy, 
led  here  in  lines  in  which  the  United  States  might  have  built  np  a 
more  tlnn  fair  trade. 

A  few  days  ago  an  enterprising  young  merchant  stated  at  this 
consulate  that  he  was  seeking  to  establish  trade  between  this  island 
and  Central  and  South  America.  He  was  urged  to  seek  opportuni- 
ties for  trade  between  the  United  States  and  this  island.  Speaking 
of  this  trade,  he  said : 

"The  customer  entering  a  store  to  buy  a  suit  of  clothes  will,  if 
American  and  other  clothing  is  put  before  him,  select  the  American 
nine  out  of  ten  times,  because  of  style,  cut,  fit,  finish,  and  price.  This 
is  an  everyday  experience  with  strangei's  coming  into  our  shops.  It 
is  the  same  with  an  American-made  shirt.  It  will  give  satisiactitm 
because  of  its  fit." 

The  view-s  of  this  merchant  pointed  to  the  islands  of  the  Caribbean 
Sea  and  the  Gulf  as  points  to  begin  to  build  up  a  preliminary  trade  in 
Central  and  South  America.  A  vast  quantity  of  the  goods  used 
here  are  of  the  kinds  wanted  as  far  south  as  Buenos  Aires. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  that  certain  kinds  of  trade  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chinese  and  they  are  said  to  be  increasing  in  numbers  and  in 
the  extension  of  trade.  A  small  trial  consignment  of  American- 
made  clothes,  sent  to  Buenos  Aires,  was  quickly  sold,  but  shippers  in 
the  United  States  and  South  American  merchants  were  unable  to 
arrive  at  a  mutually  satisfactory  basis  upon  which  to  work.  AxiMri- 
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cans  are  now  trying  to  enter  the  mai^t,  and  with  such  rivals  as 
England,  Germany,  France,  Spain,  and  Italy  trying  to  stay  in,  it 
will  be  well  worth  while  to  meet  the  merchants  of  these  parts  more 
than  half  way.  A  good  way  to  work  is  along  the  line  of  as  large 
orders  as  one  can  get  and  as  long  credits  as  are  consistent  with  sound 
business.  As  it  is  winter  in  some  of  these  countries  when  it  is  simi- 
mer  in  the  United  States,  winter  goods  can  be  sent  and  sold  rather 
than  packed  or  stored  away. 


KOTTHrGEAH  LACE  ABS  HOSIEBT  TBABE. 

IConsnl  C  M.  Hltdi.  NottlnBlmin.  Bngluid,  Nor.  18.1 

There  has  been  a  considerable  change  in  the  condition  of  the  Not- 
tingham lace  market  during  the  past  month,  particularly  in  the 
Levers  section.  The  depressed  condition  that  prevailed  during  the 
summer  months  has  given  way  to  one  of  decided  activity.  Large 
numbers  of  Lovers  machines  that  have  been  idle  for  several  months 
are  now  running  on  full  time.  The  opening  of  the  fall  and  winter 
trade  in  the  United  States  has  created  a  brisk  demand  for  independent 
beam  torchons,  imitation  Barmen  torchons,  and  Valenciennes.  Orders 
for  considerable  quantities  of  these  goods  are  being  placed  and 
their  execution  will  keep  the  manufacturers  fully  occupied  for  some 
time.  One  manufacturer,  who  has  been  in  the  lace  business  for  many 
years,  declared  that  he  had  never  before  done  such  a  large  volume  of 
business,  and  many  others  are  having  a  similar  experience. 

A  number  of  orders  have  been  placed  for  flouncings  and  pleatings, 
but  there  appears  to  be  little  demand  at  this  time  for  allovers.  De- 
spite the  increased  cost  of  material  and  the  shortage  of  labor,  a  steady 
trade  is  being  done  by  the  curtain  manufacturers. 

"WTiile  there  has  been  a' slight  abatement  of  the  activity  that  pre- 
vailed in  the  net  trade  during  the  summer,  large  consignments  of  net 
are  still  in  demand,  particularly  of  the  silk  nets  and  cording  em- 
broideries on  silk  nets.  The  hosiery  manufacturers  are  running  on 
full  time,  and  experience  some  difficulty  in  filling  orders  promptly. 


CHlXDBEirS  GOimT  TO  BE  ESTABUSHEB  IS  SPAIN, 

[Consul  RobertBon  Utrney.  Madrid,  Not.  0.) 

By  royal  decree,  recently  promulgated,  the  minister  of  justice 
was  directed  to  draw  and  submit  to  Parliament  a  bill  creating  a 
children's  court  in  appropriate  parts  of  Spain.  Tlie  bill,  submitted 
to-day,  is  modeled,  in  a  general  way,  on  Engliali  statutes. 

The  court  will  be  presided  over  by  a  judge,  who  will  be  assisted  by 
one  or  more  lay  judges,  and  will  have  jurisdiction  over  delinquent 
children  under  15  years  of  age.  It  will  also  have  jurisdiction  in 
case  of  vagrancy  and  begging  on  the  part  of  these  children.  It  will 
have  authority  to  deprive  either  the  mother  or  father,  or  both,  of 
parental  authority,  and  to  punish  either  parent,  or  both,  in  cases 
where  the  parent  instigates  the  offense  or  does  not  send  the  child  to 
school.  It  will  also  have  jurisdiction  to  punish  masters  for  viola- 
tions of  the  apprenticeship  laws. 

The  bill  is  a  decided  innovation  in  Spanish  jurisprudence. 
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GOHBULAS  XaAD&EXTEHSIOK  WOBK  IV  OOSTA  BIGA. 

[CoBsnl  SatniMl  T.  Lee.  8u  Job6,  Oet.  2S.] 

During  the  quarter  ended  September  30,  the  San  Jos6  consulate 
answered  215  commercial  inquiries,  furnishing  trade  information 
and  classified  lists  of  local  importers.  That  this  and  earlier,  trade- 
extension  work  on  the  part  of  this  office  is  bearing  fruit  is  evidenced 
by  the  many  new  lines  of  American  goods  that  are  now  to  be  found 
on  the  San  Jose  market. 

American  window  glass  is  being  sold  in  this  market,  which 
formerly  obtained  most  of  its  supply  from  £urot>ean  countries.  The 
leading  local  importer  placed  a  ¥1,500  order  witli  a  New  York  house 
during  the  past  quarter,  and  this  has  since  been  filled  most  satis- 
factorily. Prices  quoted  were  better  than  those  of  European  makers 
und  the  packing  was  excellent. 

Bars,  Iron  ProdvotSf  and  Clay  Plpet. 

This  consulate  has  cooperated  with  importere  in  their  endeavor 
to  induce  Costa  Rican  coffee  shippers  to  use  cotton  sacks  of  American 
origin  in  place  of  jute  sacks  formerly  purchased  elsewhere.  Two  of 
the  leading  distributers  are  having  success  along  this  line,  and  it  is 
possible  tt^t  a  permanent  trade  in  these  bags  will  be  establislied. 

American  galvanized  malleable  iron  pipe  for  small  waterworks 
systems  is  now  in  use.  Until  recently,  with  few  exceptions,  only 
such  accessories  as  nipples  and  elbows  came  from  the  United  States. 

Bar  iron  is  now  coming  from  the  United  States,  likewise  open 
ii-on  sugar  kettles,  and  importers  are  satisfied  with  terms,  prices,  and 
quality. 

Clay  pii>es  for  sewei-s  and  drains  arc  now  supplied  from  the 
United  States.   Present  prices  seem  to  be  satisfactory. 

Wall  Paper,  Oil,  Olne,  and  Otlwr  War«f. 

While  wall  paper  is  now  purchased  from  the  United  States,  mer- 
chants agree  that  prices  are  not  satisfactory  and  that  there  will 

probably  be  a  return  to  former  sources  of  supply  as  soon  as  possible. 

Linseed  oil  is  now  being  supplied  from  the  United  States,  and 
American  glue  is  being  imported  in  increasing  quantity. 

Other  American  wares  introduced  into  the  San  Jose  market  within 
the  past  three  montlis  as  a  direct  result  of  the  efforts  of  this  consulate 
include  a  new  adding  machine  (placed  with  an  active  agent),  dress 
hooks  and  eyes,  toilet  paper,  rubber  heels,  slippers,  toilet  soap,  hats, 
saddlery  findings,  necKties,  new  lines  of  underwear,  hosiery,  and 
more  brands  of  American  Shirts  and  collars. 

SULPHUROUS  ACID  IN  BUTCH  EAST  INDIES. 

[Consnl  BradRtreet  B.  Ralrdcn,  Batarla.  Jara,  Oct.  27.1 

In  order  to  meet  the  urgent  requirements  of  the  various  ice  fac- 
tories in  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  the  Bataafschc  Petroleum  Maat- 
schappij  at  their  works  in  Balik  Papan,  East  Borneo,  have  incieased 
their  output  of  sulphurous  acid  and  now  manufai'tui^e  about  4  tons 
of  this  article  per  month.  The  demand  is  so  great,  however,  that 
it  is  feared  that  the  Bataafsche  concern  will  not  be  able  to  manu- 
facture a  sufficient  amount  to  satisfy  it. 
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AHERICAH  CONSTTL&E  OmCEBS  OF  LEAVE  OE  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^!ad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Nam*. 

Fort. 

Explra- 
Umiof 
venue. 

Address. 

S&o  Paulo,  Brazil 
Amoy,  China  

Dec.  31 

...do  

Deo.  U 

...do  

Jma.  31 
Jnn.  1 
Deo.  31 

Jan.  6 
Dec.  81 

Jan.  11 

Feb.  1 
Jan.  6 

Department  orstst«,  WashingtMi.D.C. 
Do. 

Asaoclatloo  ol  the  Bar  of  the  City  of 

New  York,  New  York  Cfty. 
003  Goodrich  Aveone,  St.  Taul,  Minn. 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
L«wes.  Del. 

Branch  otfUn,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  New  Ywk, 
N.Y. 

(») 

lotus  Club,  110  Wert  FUty-serenOi 
Street,  New  York  City. 

Bureau  of  Fore^  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Room  409,  Customhousa, 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

Winchester,  Ind. 

9B07  Eleventb  Street  NW.,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

P«ck,  WfllysR  

Rosario,  ArxentUia  

Be  en  03  Aires.  Areen- 
tliia. 

Louienco  Marquee. 
Portuguese  East 
Africa. 

V€r5  Cnu,  Hezloo  

•  The  tour  of  American  cltlea  by  Conaul  Geuoral  Thomaa  Sammona,  of  Shnngbal,  Includoa 
Rochester,  Albany,  Cana|oharle,  New  York.  Detroit,  Chicago.  Seattle.  Tacoma,  Portland, 
and  San  Franclaco,  concluding  at  Ibe  latter  place  Jan.  4,  inio.  He  will  confer  with  busi- 
ness men  at  these  placea  who  are  Intereated  in  trade  In  China. 


SPAinSH  WINK  FEOBUCnON. 

[Consul  Paul  H.  Foster,  Jerez  de  la  Frontera,  Not.  10.1 

The  following  figures,  furnished  by  the  Spanish  Department  of 
Agriculture,  give  the  area  of  grapes  and  the  production  of  wine  for 

1914  and  the  efctimatc  for  1915: 


Items. 

1914 

in5 

3,m.S74 
0,171,222.040 
437,109,301 

8,169,119 
3,945,321,774 

aB7,i4i,an 

SOME  SPANISH  aiLAPES  DECLASED  mHtTNE  TO  DISEASE. 

[Consul  Itobertaon  Honey,  Madrid,  Nov.  6.1 

Although  there  were  100,000  more  acres  of  vineyards  in  Spain  dur- 
ing 1915  than  in  1914,  the  crop  was  505,014  tons  smaller  than  in 
1914.  The  decrease  has  been  found  to  be  due  to  the  plant  diseases 
of  mildew  and  oidiiim,  as  it  is  called  in  the  Spanish  language.  There 
was  a  very  severe  blight  of  mildew  in  Spain  in  1880.  and  it  was 
noticed  then,  and  again  this  year,  according  to  El  Economista,  pub- 
lished in  Madrid,  that  the  types  of  grape  known  in  Spain  as  vida- 
dillo  and  artaguiton  are  immune  to  the  disease. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1006  COMM£BCE  KUP0BT8. 

POSTAL  SCALES  AITD  NEW  POSTAL  RATES  IH  EHOLAHS. 

[Conral  AngiMtus  SL  Ingram,  Bimdfiord,  Not.  18.] 

Owing  to  the  recent  increase  in  the  domestic  rat^  of  postage,  a 
large  deinand  for  postal  scales  has  sprung  up  in  England,  which  local 
manufacturers  can  not  at  present  supply.  American  manufacturers 
might  with  advantage,  therefore,  send  catalogues  and  price  lists  to 
wholesale  hardware  dealers  and  stationers  throughout  the  country, 
and  also  to  the  American  consulates.  Scales  preferably  should  not 
show,  as  is  frequently  the  case  with  American  scales,  the  cost  in  cents 
on  all  classes  of  mail  matter,  as  that  information  would  only  be  mis- 
leading; the  weight  in  ounces  and  pounds  would  be  sufficient. 

The  inland  postal  rates,  which  apply  to  all  correspondence  posted 
witliin  the  United  Kingdom  and  addressed  to  places  in  the  Unitetl 
Kingdom  (including  the  Isle  of  Man  and  the  Channel  Islands)  were 
from  November  1,  1915,  fixed  as  follows:  Letters — not  exceeding  1 
ounce  in  weight,  Id.  (2  cents) ;  exceeding  1  ounce  but  not  exceeding 
2  ounces  in  weight,  2d.  (4  cents),  for  every  additional  2  ounces  or 
fraction  of  2  ounces,  ^d.  (1  cent) ;  books — ^not  e.xceeding  2  ounces  in 
weight,  id.  (1  cent) ,  every  additional  2  onncc-s  or  fraction  of  2  ounces, 
^d.  (1  cent).  No  packet  will  be  transmissible  at  the  book  rate  of 
postRge  that  exceeds  3  pounds  in  weight,  2  feet  in  length,  and  1  foot  in 
\vidth  or  depth. 

The  newspaper  rate  is  as  fdllows:  For  every  copy  not  exceeding 
C  ounces  in  weight,  ^d.  (1  cent),  with  a  further  ^d.  for  every  addi- 
tional 6  ounces  or  fraction  of  0  ounces.    No  packet  will  be  admissible 
at  the  news])a|>er  rate  of  postage  that  exceeds  2  pounds  in  weight. 
For  Kamj)les  the  rates  are  as  follows:  Not  exceeding  4  ounces,  Id. 

(2  cents) ;  between  4  and  C  ounces,  IJd.  (3  cents) ;  between  6  and  8 
ounces,  2d.  (4  cents).  No  packet  will  be  transiuissible  at  this  rote 
that  exceeds  8  ounces  in  weight,  12  inchra  in  length,  8  inches  in  width, 
or  4  inches  in  depth. 

The  following  parcel  rates  are  in  force :  Not  exceeding  1  pound,  4d. 

(8  cents) :  not  exceeding  2  pounds.  5d.  (10  cents) ;  not  exceeding  3 
pounds,  <ld.  (12  cents) ;  not  exceeding  5  pounds,  7d.  (14  cents) ;  not 
exceeding  7  pounds,  8d.  (16  cents) ;  not  exceeding  8  pounds,  9d.  (18 
cents) ;  not  exceeding  9  pounds,  lOd.  (20  cents) ;  not  exceeding  10 
pounds,  lid.  (22  cents) ;  not  exceeding  11  pounds,  Is.  (24  cents). 

LIOHTHOUSE  EMPLOYEES  GOUUENDED  BT  SECBETAKY. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  has  recently  commended  employ- 
ees of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  for  assistance  ren- 
dered to  others  imder  circumstances  in  which  personal  bravery  was 
displac  ed.   The  persons  commended  and  the  special  acts  recogniz^ 

were: 

Clmrles  S.  fircriell,  keener  of  flhlcnso  INerlieail  Range  JAnht  Station,  III.,  for 
the  rescue  from  drowniiif;  of  a  mftn  who  had  fallen  from  the  pier  at  Chlcaeo*  Ql> 

Andrew  Slmw,  Jr.,  keeper  of  Presque  Isle  LlRlit  Station,  I'n.,  for  aislstaore 
rmdered  the  crew  of  the  tugboat  Henry  E.  (litlcn,  of  Ashtabula.  Ohio,  which 
strandutl  In  the  vldnlty  of  Presque  Isle  Light  Station,  Pa. 


A  collection  of  10,960  bottles,  containing  specimens  of  the  ocean 
bottom  secured  by  vessels  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey  on  the  Atlantic,  Gulf,  and  Pacific  coasts  has  recently  been 
transKrrad  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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AMEBIGAN  0LA5S  SHIFMENTS  POORLY  FACEES. 

[Consol  Geoeral  J.  I.  Brtttaln,  Sydaej,  Aiutralla,  Oct.  10.] 

A  complaint  has  been  made  through  the  Sydney  consulate  regard- 
ing the  condition  of  a  large  consignment  of  wired  window  glass 
which  was  received  by  a  Sydney  firm  from  New  York.  The  con- 
signment consisted  of  30  large  cases  of  glass,  which  arrived  in  a 
very  bad  condition.  The  firm  that  received  the  shipment  here  claims 
that  40  to  50  per  cent  of  the  glass  was  broken,  and  attributes  its 
condition  entirely  to  careless  packing.  Several  cases  were  opened 
for  examination.  There  was  a  vacant  space  of  about  4  inches  be- 
tween ^e  ends  of  the  glass  and  the  boxes.  There  was  also  con- 
siderable space  between  the  ^eets  of  gla^  and  the  sides  of  the  boxes. 
Not  half  enough  straw  was  used  in  filling  the  spaces  between  the 
ends  and  sides  of  the  glass  and  the  boxes.  The  quality  of  the  straw 
was  very  poor,  instead  of  being  clean,  bright,  elastic  straw,  such  as 
British  manufacturers  use  in  packing  glass.  A  considerable  portion 
of  it  was' broken  and  dirty  and  not  much  better  than  chaff. 

Nineteen  lar^  sheets  of  glass  were  packed  together,  without  a 
dividing  partition  such  as  is  always  placed  in  the  center  of  large 
boxes  of  ^lass  from  European  manufacturers.  Notwithstanding  the 
poor  quality  and  insufficient  quantity  of  straw  used  in  packing,  there 
was  no  paper  or  straw  separating  the  sheets  of  glass,  as  in  shipments 
by  British  manufacturers.  The  battens  on  the  sides  of  the  boxes 
are  not  sufficient,  and  there  are  no  battens  across  the  tops  and  bottoms 
to  prevent  their  bein^  split  in  the  middle.  The  boxes  sliould  be 
made  of  well-selected  timber,  at  least  1  inch  in  thickn^s. 
American  Olan  Svperior,  but  BellTeretf  Vnder  Handicap. 

I  understand  that  the  glass  in  the  shipment  mentioned  is  superior 
to  that  of  European  manufacturers,  but,  unless  methods  of  packing 
similar  to  those  adopted  by  European  manufacturers  are  foUowea, 
Ainerican  manufacturers  will  lose  an  exceedingly  promising  market. 
It  is  stated  tiiat  a  sheet  of  such  glass  is  seldom  Broken  coming  from 
Europe. 

This  is  not  an  idle  complaint,  as  Australians  are  anxious  and 
ready  to  continue  business  relations  with  United  States  manu- 
facturers. Some  months  ago  I  called  attention  to  the  careless  pack- 
ing of  American  plate  and  sheet  glass,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
recent  consignments  arrived  here  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  I  was 
shown  a  consignment  of  American  cathedral  glass  which  was  very 
carefully  packed.  Between  the  Edieets  of  glass  were  sheets  of  corru- 
gated pai)er. 

In  addition  to  the  precautions  mentioned  in  packing  the  glass, 
every  case  of  British  glass  has  several  labels  on  the  sides,  with  large 
letters  printed  in  red,  reading:  "Glass,  not  to  be  laid  flat";  also  the 
word  "  glass  "  printed  in  large  letters  on  various  parts  of  the  box. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Dom^ic  Commerce. 

Kflw  York,  Boom  409  fnited  States  Gnitomhonse;  Boston,  eletateentli  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  403  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Eibernla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  308  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  «f  Oommeroe;  ndladel^Ua,  Ckamker  of  Commerce. 
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FOSEiaN  TSADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

[Where  addreflBcs  are  omitted  the?  nuy  bo  obtaiaed  from  the  Bare««  or  its  bniM«h 

offlceH.] 

Machinery,  No.  10507.— A  conimprcla!  nttiicliG  of  the  Deportment  of  Commerce 
reports  thnt  a  new  cement  mill  is  about  to  be  constructed  in  Chile  and 
quotations  for  ninohlnery  art-  dcsire<l.  The  installation  will  probably  be 
made  with  two  ball  mills,  each  of  these  to  have  a  capacity  of  100,000  barrels 
productioD  per  year,  although  provision  will  be  made  in  the  building  for 
the  introduction  of  a  third  ball  mill.  Correspondence  In  French  or  Swaulsli 
preferred. 

Piam  parts,  No.  lOHOS.— A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  man  in  Argentina  requests 
the  nam<»  and  addresses  of  manufactui'crs  of  piano  parts,  together  with 
cutuiogties  and  full  infoimatlon.  Correspondence  mnnt  be  In  Spanish. 

Hardware,  carthenteare,  etc.,  No.  19309.— An  American  consular  ofBcer  In  Africa 
reports  that  there  is  a  demand  for  catalogues  on  the  following  articles: 
Hardware;  locks;  hinges;  earthenware;  furniture,  sucli  as  iron  beds  and 
chali-a;  trunks;  office  supplies;  mntohes;  soap,  common  and  toilet;  leaf 
tobacco  and  cigarettes  In  tins;  and  light  motor  cars.  A  list  of  nrinclna! 
West  African  traders  may  be  obtaine<I  from  the  Bureau  of  Forol-Ti  and 
Domestic  Commerce.  It  is  suggested  Uiat,  if  possible,  Uie  catalogues  slwuld 
be  In  liYench,  and  If  not,  letters  accompanying  the  cntalc^es  sliould  be  In 
French. 

Wood  pitlp.  No.  19510.— A  special  agent  of  Ihe  Bureau  reports  thnt  a  companv 
in  Chile  desires  quotations  and  saniiiles  of  wood  pulp  from  Amerknii 
miinufactureis.  The  kinds  desired  are  unbleached  sulphite  pulp,  sofla 
pulp,  and  ground  wood,  both  wlUte  and  brown,  and  the  quantity  from  300  to 
500  tons.  Samples  of  the  pulp  wanted  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or 
Its  branch  offices.    <Refer  to  File  No.  782.) 

Imitation  stained  glmn.  No.  19511.— A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  «bu- 
pany  in  England  desires  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of  fraltn- 
tion  stained  glass,  samples  of  wliich  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
branch  oflices.    (llefor  to  Fllo  No.  79.) 

Electrical  supplivH,  etc..  No.  19.'512. — An  Anicrknn  consular  officer  reports  that  a 
firm  In  France  desires  to  lie  placed  in  communication  with  mnnufacturerx 
of  electrical  supplies,  ami  lamp  sliades  made  of  metal  and  porcelaiu.  It  Is 
stated  that  purchases  will  be  made  on  cash  basis.  Correspondence  sliould 
be  In  French. 

Condensed  milk,  No.  1951.3. — A  reiwrt  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
India  stales  that  a  retail  wanpany  In  his  district  desires  to  Import  con- 
densed niillc.   Quotations  and  full  Information  should  be  sent 

Colored  pencils,  No.  19514. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United  King- 
dom i-eiwrts  that  requests  imve  been  received  for  quotations  on  violet  cc^y- 
ing  ptHicils  and  blue  leads. 

Glass  for  miners^  lamps.  No.  1951R.— A  firm  In  Bngland  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  thut  It  would  be  glad  to  receive  c.  1. 1.  quotations  on  glasses 
for  miners'  safety  lamps,  standard  size,  as  follows:  2%  Inches  long  by  2} 
inches  in  diameter  and  tlinn'-slxteentlis  Inch  thick.  The  glass  Should  stand 
heating  up  to  212°  F.  and  plunging  into  water  at  45". 

Cold-Ktornffc  plant,  No.  19516. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  lu 
Africa  states  tliat  a  bu.'finess  man,  who  is  engaged  in  supplying  meats,  fish, 
vegetables,  etc.,  desires  to  purchase  a  small  cold-storage  plant  to  Install  En 
a  room  20  by  25  by  10  feet.  It  Is  suggested  that  catalogues  be  sent  to  (he 
consulate. 

Hardware  and  hilchcn  iitcnsilti,  No.  19517. — A  firm  In  France  is  desirous  of 
being  placed  In  communication  with  manufacturers  of  hardware  and  kitchen 
utensils  riade  of  aluminum  and  enamel.  Correspondence  tthould  be  in 
French. 

Shoe  laves,  cotton  yarns,  etc.,  No.  19518.— A  commerclnl  agent  In  charge  of  the 
bureau's  branch  office  In  New  York  rejwrts  thnt  a  firm  In  Norway  is  Inter- 
ested In  establishing  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  round 
Inces  for  leather  boots,  cotton  yams  for  textile  mills,  wash  rags,  and  wash 
cloths.  Bank  references  given. 
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BBIIISH  FBOHIBITI0I7  OK  lUPOSTATION  OF  UACHINE  TOOLS. 

[Cabl^ram  from-  Commercial  Attach^,  London,  Dec.  11.] 

Tlie  British  importer  of  machine  tools  must  obtain  a  license  from 

the  board  of  trade,  which,  in  cooperation  with  the  war  munitions 
board,  restricts  the  disposition  and  exportation  of  such  articles  and 
regulates  profits.  [A  previous  notice  on  this  subject  was  published 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  Dec.  6,  1915.  Upon  receipt  of  a  detailed 
report  by  mail  further  information  will  bo  published.] 


CIBCULAR  TO  THE  HEMP  TRADE. 

Tlie  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  War  Department,  is  in  receipt  of  a 
cablefjram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine  Islands  ad- 
vising that,  during  the  month  of  November,  Philippine  Government 
fiber  inspectors  inspected  and  stamped  89,211  bales  abaca  and  3,417 
hales  maguey,  as  follows:  Abaca:  A,  246;  B,  785;  C,  1,924;  D,  3,459; 
E,  8.550;  S-1,  1,775;  S-2,  2,073;  S-3,  755;  F,  10,881;  G,  3,420;  H, 
2,241 ;  1, 13,948 ;  J,  14,112;  K,  4,163 ;  L,  14,503 ;  M,  5.082 ;  strings,  etc., 
1.294.  Maguey:  One,  351;  two,  2,200;  three,  792;  D,  68. 


NEW  BAHISH  UABINE  nrSUBAHCE  COMPANY  LATTNCHED. 

[Consul  General  E.  D.  Wlnslow,  Copcnbagcn,  Nov.  1.] 

A  new  marine  insurance  company  has  been  started  in  Copenhagen, 
and  logins  business  at  once.  The  capital  is  $4,(K)0,000.  War  rislcs 
will  be  accepted.  The  name  of  the  company  is  "Baltica."  The 
founders  of  Baltica  are  all  Danish  and  only  Danish  funds  have  been 
subscribed.  Many  marine  risks  on  Danish  bottoms  have  in  the  past 
ijeen  underwritten  in  foreign  companies,  and  this  new  company  will 
keep  premiums  at  home. 
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CONSITLAE  WOKE  IN  THE  CANABY  ISLAJTDS. 

[CoQsal  George  K.  Stiles,  Tcneiiffe.] 

The  trade  activities  of  the  Teneriffe  consulate  during  the  Septem- 
ber quarter  fell  under  four  headings — (a)  American  merchandise 
newly  introduced;  (b)  American  merchandise  ordered  direct  for  the 
first  time;  (c)  agencies  placed  with  local  firms;  and  (d)  special 
work. 

In  the  first  division  came  pianos,  rubber  goods,  and  drugs  (aside 
from  certain  patent  me<iicines).  The  pianos  are  manufactured  in 
Chicago,  and  the  effort  to  introduce  this  high-class  merchandise  cov- 
ered an  extended  period.  An  attempt  made  in  the  previous  quarter 
failed,  and  it  was  not  until  a  personal  interview  was  had  with  the 
local  dealer  and  slightly  better  terms  were  secured  from  the  Chicago 
firm  that  the  agency  negotiations  were  brought  to  a  successful  close. 
The  rubber  goods  referred  to  were  manufactured  by  an  Ohio  fins, 
which  sent,  unsolicited,  a  lot  of  expensive  samples  to  this  consulate. 
Notice  of  the  appointment  of  a  local  'agent  was  received  in  a  letter 
dated  September  10. 

Correspondence  with  a  wholesale  druggist  of  Las  Palmas,  Grand 
Canary,  explaining  the  advantages  of  the  American  markets,  brought 
an  unexpected  order  direct  to  the  consulate.  The  order,  which  con- 
tained a  list  of  30  different  products,  was  returned,  with  a  list  of 
American  firms,  and  the  wholesaler  has  since  reported  that  the  order 
has  been  placed  in  die  United  States. 
IHrect  Orders — Other  Coninlar  Activities, 

American  pins  and  canned  goods  were  ordered  direct  for  the  first 
time  in  the  past  quarter.  These  articles  had  previously  been  bought 
through  Spain  or  England.  Through  the  distribution  by  this  con- 
sulate of  circulars  forwarded  by  vanous  American  firms,  together 
with  copies  of  the  American  Grocer,  a  trial  order  for  American 
canned  goods  was  placed  with  a  New  York  commission  house.  There 
is  little  doubt  of  the  market  here  once  the  superiority  of  American 
canned  goods  is  actually  demonstrated. 

As  a  result  of  cooperation  between  consulate  and  salesman,  the 
traveling  representative  of  a  Boston  shoe  manufacturer  booked  ?3,000 
worth  or  orders  in  two  days.  Negotiations  for  the  Teneriffe  agency 
for  the  Ocean  Transportation  Co.,  of  New  York,  were  carried  on 
through  this  consulate  and  by  a  liberal  use  of  the  cable  were  success- 
fully arranged  in  a  week.  The  sale  of  an  American  vacuum  cleaner 
to  the  city  of  Teneriffe  was  held  up  through  inability  to  agree  an 
terms  until  this  consulate  hit  upon  a  solution  satisfactory  to  both 
buyer  and  seller. 

It  is  thought  worth  while  to  mention  here  the  action  of  this  office 
in  connection  with  a  letter  sent  by  the  Merchants'  Association  of 
New  York,  in  which  the  offer  was  made  to  furnish  any  information 
desired  concerning  business  men  of  New  York,  as  well  as  those  inter- 
ested in  articles  exported  from  the  Teneriffe  district.  These  two  ques* 
tions  being  constantly  asked  by  firms  in  this  district,  a  translation 
was  made  of  the  merchants'  association's  letter  and  publislwd  in  the 
leading  journals  in  each  of  the  islands.  A  like  offer  the  Chicago 
Association  of  Commerce  was  also  published  in  this  district.  Simi^ 
fiction  by  trade  bodies  in  all  important  commercial  centers  would 
help  the  Consular  Service  to  put  exporters  to  the  United  States  in 
touch  with  American  buyers  in  just  the  right  way. 
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HABANA  A  FLTLESS  TOWN. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  HarrtB.] 

The  visitor  from  the  United  States  can  not  fail  to  be  impressed  with 
the  absence  of  .flies  in  Habana.  A  fly  is  a  real  rarity — so  is  a  mos- 
quito— and  screens  are  not  at  all  a  necessity.  The  ausenco  of  these 
pests  is  simply  the  result  of  municipal  cleanliness  and  care. 

Illustrating  the  general  understanding  of  the  necessity  to  watch 
out  for  breeaing  sources,  Mounted  Oflftcer  Pedro  Sierra  reported 
November  30  to  the  chief  of  sanitation  that  he  had  observed  a  plant 
in  the  Vedado  (residential  district)  that  apparently  was  a  source  of 
flies.  The  plant  has  a  fruit  resembling  a  fig,  in  which,  Sierra  asserts, 
larvro  are  to  be  found.  He  conducted  some  experiments  himself, 
becoming  convinced  that  the  plant  afforded  a  breeding  place  for  the 

gests ;  then  he  so  reported.  Ii  the  experiments  of  the  Department  of 
anitation  confirm  him,  imdoubtedly  an  order  will  be  issued  for  the 
de^ruction  of  all  such  plants  in  and  around  Habana;  and,  inci- 
dentally, Officer  Sierra  will  be  rewarded. 

There  is  no  need  for  "  fly-swatting  campaigns  "  around  the  clean 
capital  of  Cuba.  The  sanitarians  make  flies  an  imjiossibility  and 
confirm  absolutely  the  doctrine  that  municipal  cleanliness  will  pre- 
vent the  appearance  of  flies  altogether. 


HIGH  FBEiaHT  BATES  TO  SOTTTH  AMERICA. 

AVith  a  tariff  preference  of  20  per  cent  in  their  favor,  American 
cement  manufacturers  are  not  doing  well  in  the  Brazilian  markets  in 
competition  with  European  exporters,  who  have  been  given  an  advan- 
tage in  freight  rates  that  more  than  offsets  the  preferential  tariff. 
The  freight  rate  from  England  to  Pernambuco,  for  example,  is  $0 
per  ton,  while  the  rate  from  New  York  is  $12. 

According  to  statistics  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  the  imports  of  cement  into  Brazil  have  grown 
to  important  proportions  in  recent  years.  In  1913  the  total  imports 
for  the  country  were  valued  at  more  than  $7,000,000,  and  this  was  an 
increase  of  approximately  $2,000,000  in  a  year's  time.  Of  the  1913 
imports,  $3,000,000  worth  came  from  Germany,  $2,000,000  worth 
from  England,  $900,000  worth  from  Belgium,  and  $750,000  worth 
from  the  United  States,  other  countries  furnishing  smaller  amounts. 

GBOWINQ  USE  OF  COTTONSEED  MEAL  IS  ONTABIO. 

[Consul  FcUz  S.  8.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada.  Dec.  2.] 

The  following  rules  as  to  the  use  of  cottonseed  meal  arc  being 
followed  by  the  farmers  of  Ontario  Province:  1.  Hay,  10  pounds: 
cornstalks;  wheat  bran,  3  pounds;  com  meal,  2  pounds;  cottonseed 
meal,  2  pounds.  2.  Corn  silage,  30  pounds;  hay,  ad  lib.;  oats,  4 
pounds;  limee4  meal,  2  pounds;  cottonseed  meal,  1  pound.  8.  Hay, 
20  pounds,  cottonseed  meal,  4  pounds ;  wheat  bran,  2  poimds. 

Cottonseed  meal  is  gradually  being  substituted  for  the  more  ex- 
pensive cattle  foods,  especially  now  when  the  cost  of  other  feedstuffs 
has  more  than  trebled  and  cottonseed  meal  has  maintained  a  standard 
price. 
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GENEBAL  OFEH-UASETT  OFEKATIOirS  BY  BA5E3. 

The  United  States  Federal  Reserve  Board  has  issued  Circular  No. 

20  and  Regulation  T,  Series  of  1915,  relating  to  general  open-market 
operations  by  banks.  The  board  refers  to  several  classes  of  transac- 
tions which  have  already  been  provided  for  in  the  circulars  and  reg- 
ulations heretofore  issued,  and  continues: 

There  remain  BtlH  to  be  dealt  with  the  purchase  and  anle  of  "  cable  trans- 
fers" and  bills  of  exchange,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  of  the  kinds  and  maturi- 
ties by.  the  Federal  reserve  act  made  eligible  fur  rediscount,  and  baukf^rs' 
acceptances  payable  in  foreign  countries  and  in  foreign  currencies.  The  present 
circular  and  regulation  is  Intended  to  cover  these  Items.  The  board  ATishes 
particularly  to  call  attention  to  the  purirose  of  the  open-market  section  of  the 
Federal  reserve  act  It  enables  the  Feilernl  reserve  bunks  to  exert  a  steadying 
influence  upon  prevailing  r»te» of  interest  by  tbe  use  of  their  purchasing  power 
whenever  condltlons.make  snch  Influence  desirable,  and  when,  owing  tp.  the  lack 
of  applications  for  redlsconnts,  they  are  uncblc  to  Influence  rotes  thrbugfa  Uie 
latter  meansL  It  also  nfTords  to  the  Federal  reserve  banks  the  opportunity  of 
purchasing,  In  the  open  market,  paper  with  a  view  to  providing  for  their 
expenses  and  dividends.  The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Federal  reaen-e 
banks  should,  when  occasion  wnrrnuts,  staud  voiidy  to  engage  in  oiwu-murket 
transactions,  ns  buyers  or  sellers,  to  the  extent  that  It  la  necessary  to  carry  out 
the  purposes  of  the  act 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  encouraging 
cxpaui^ou  of  credits  at  times  and  under  conditions  when  there  should  be  con- 
traction, hut  rather  as  holding  the  view  that  the  Pedernl  reserve  banks,  tokli^ 
cognizance  of  the  conditions  in  their  respective  districts,  should  avnll  them- 
selves of  the  powers  granted  by  the  act  as  e:f[)lained  In  our  letter  of  October  8, 
1915,  Just  as  they  have  done  In  connection  with  other  f^ei-marhet  powers  con- 
ferred upon  them. 

The  board  states  that  open-market  transactions,  as  contemplated 
under  the  Federal  reserve  act,  are  all  those  transactions  authorized 
by  section  14  of  the  act  which  involve  dealings  with  persons  or  insti- 
tutions, whether  or  not  members  of  the  Federal  reserve  system,  and 
which  do  not  require  the  indorsement  of  a  member  bank.  The  regu- 
lation makes  the  provision: 

In  order  to  carry  on  (^)en-market  transactions  In  cable  transfers  and  foreign 
bills  of  exchange  (Including  foreign  bankers'  acceptances) — that  is,  payments  to 
be  made  In  or  bills  payable  In  foreign  countries — it  will  be  necessary  for  Fed- 
eral reserve  banlts  to  open  accounts  wltli  correspondents  or  establish  agencies  In 
foreign  countries.  Such  bills  of  exchange  and  foreign  acceptances  must  comply 
witli  the  applicable  requirements  of  sections  13  and  14.  As  the  law  prescribes 
that  these  ^connections  are  to  be  established  only  with  the  consent  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  Board,  Federal  reserve  banks  will  be  required  to  communimte  with  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board  whenever  tb^  are  ready  to  enter  these  foreign  fields. 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board  realizes  that  In  dealing  In  foreign  excliange  tiie 
Federal  reserve  banks  must  necessarily  have  wide  discretion  in  determining  the 
rates  at  which  they  will  buy  or  sell.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  bills  shall 
have  been  actually  accepted  at  the  time  of  purchase.  The  Federal  Reserve 
Board,  however,  will  require  that  unaccepted  "  long  bills,"  payable  In  foreign 
countries,  when  purchased,  unless  secured  by  documents,  shall  bear  one  satis- 
factory indorsement  other  than  those  of  the  drawer  or  acceptor,  preferably  that 
of  a  banker.  Federal  reserve  banks  should  exercise  due  caution  In  dealing  In 
foreign  bills,  and  boards  of  directors  should  fix  a  limit  within  which  the  ac- 
ceptances or  bills  of  a  single  Arm  may  be  taken. 

A  full  definition  of  a  domestic  bill  of  exdiange  is  ^ven,  together 
with  the  statement  of  conditions  under  which  it  is  eligible  for  pur- 
chase by  a  Federal  reserve  bank,  and  then  the  regulation  makes  this 

provision : 

Before  purchasing  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  the  Fedwal  reserve  hank  must 
secure  statements  concerning  the  condition  and  standing  of  the  drawor-  o£  tbe 
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paper,  nnd,  If  possible,  nlso  of  the  acceptor  of  tlie  bill,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
bank  as  to  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  ptipcr  to  be  purchased. 

No  Federal  reserve  bank  will  be  permlttetl  to  purchase  bills  of  any  one  drawer, 
or  issuetl  upon  any  one  maker  to  nn  uniouiit  to  exceed  in  the  aggregate  a  per- 
centage of  its  capital,  to  be  fixed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Federal  Reserve 
Board,  except  wlien  secured  by  approved  wnrehouw  receipts,  bills  of  ladinR,  or 
other  such  documents  coverlug  rradlly  marketable  iokhIs.  The  aggregate  amount 
drawn  on  nny  one  acceptor,  purchased  by  Federal  resen-e  hanks,  shuU  not  exceed 
a  reasonable  percentage  of  the  stated  net  worth  of  the  parties!  whose  uames 
appear  uiwn  the  paper. 

Federal  reserve  banis  desiring  to  engage  in  open-market  transac- 
tions in  domestic  bills  of  exclihngo  are  required  to  communicate  to  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board  the  rate  they  desire  to  establish,  for  review 
and  determination. 


AUEBICAH  CONSITLAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Port. 

Explra- 
tlDB  of 
venue. 

AddreSB. 

Pack,  Willys  R  

Taggart.O.R  

Amoy,  China  

Rosarlo,  Arwntlna  

Buenos  Aim,  Argen- 
tina. 

Lourenco  M  s  r  g  u  fl  s, 
Portuguese  Kasi 
Africa. 

Vera  Crm,  Hcxioo  

Dec.  31 

...do  

Dec  15 

...do  

Tan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Deo.  31 

Jan.  5 

Dec.  31 

Jan.  31 

Fell.  1 
Jan.  6 

Diq>artnent  of  State,  Washingtoi,  D.C. 
Do. 

Amoclation  of  the  Bar  of  tbe  City  at 

New  York,  New  York  City. 
903  noodrlcb  Arenn^St.  PanI,  Mtmi. 
Departmentol  BtatefWasblngton,  D.  0. 
Lowes,  Del. 

Branrh  ofltce,  Bnrean  of  Toreign  and 
Domestic  Conunwce,  New  York, 

N.  Y. 
(") 

Lotus  Club,  110  West  Fifty-seventh 
Street,  New  York  City. 

Bureau  of  Forelj^  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Room  409,  Customhonse, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Winchester,  ind. 

30O7  Kleventh  Street  HW.,  Washing, 
ton,  D.  C. 

••  The  tour  of  American  cKIes  hj  Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  of  Shanichal,  locludca 
Roclieater,-  Alhnny,  Cnnnjobarie,  New  York,  l>Gtrolt,  Chlcano,  Seattle,  Tacoma,  Portland, 
nnd  Ban  LVancIacfi,  conclutllnR  at  tbe  latter  placo  Jan.  4,  1010.  He  will  confer  with  bust' 
ness  men  at  these  places  who  are  Interested  In  trade  In  China. 


CUBA  CONTRACTS  FOB  NEWSFAFEB  SFAOE. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Ilarrfa.] 

President  Menocal  has  authorized  Gen.  Emilio  Nunez,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  Commerce,  and  Labor,  to  expend  a  certain  sum  in 
advertising  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  its  attractions  in  the  United 
States.  A  contract  has  been  signed  with  a  Philadelphia  newspaper 
for  display  advertising  of  an  attractive  character  and  reading  mat- 
ter, to  run  every  Sunday  for  two  and  a  half  months,  beginning  in 
pecember.  No  further  contracts  are  contemplated  at  this  tune. 
Special  efforts  are  being  made  to  bring  the  df  .'Stability  of  Cuba  as  a 
winter  resort  before  the  public  of  the  United  States.  The  touris' 
season  has  already  opened  with  somewhat  increased  niunbers 
visitors. 
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EOBEIOH  TASIFF& 

CAKADA. 

(Vice  Contnl  O.  Gajlord  Uanb,  Kov.  SO.] 
Cutoms  Treatment  of  Glfti. 

For  the  information  of  those  desiring  to  send  Christmas  and  other 

gifts  to  Canada  it  should  be  stated  that  such  articles  entering  Canada 
are  in  general  dutiable  at  the  same  rates  as  are  similar  articles  im- 
ported for  commercial  purposes.  An  important  exception  affecting 
objects  of  slight  value  is,  however^  to  l?p,  noted  in  the  Canadian  tariff 
(No.  690"),  which  provides  tor  the  free  admission  of  the  following 
articles:  "Casual  donations  from  abroad  sent  by  friends  and  not  be- 
ing advertising  matter,  tobaceoi  articles  containing  spirits,  or  mer- 
chandise for  sue — when  the  duty  otherwise  payable  thereon  does  not 
exceed  50  cents  in  any  one  case — under  regulations  by  the  minister 
of  customs." 

There  is  no  way  of  prepaying  the  import  duty  on  articles  sent  to 
foreign  countries  except  by  arrangement  with  an  express  company, 
which,  it  is  understood,  will  undertake  the  payment  of  customhouse 
(barges  on  parcels  forwarded  to  foragn  destinations  1::^  ezpre6& 

CtTBA. 

[Commercial  Agent  Qarrard  Harrle,  Not,  20.1 
PropoMd  Tariff  KerliiML 

The  President  of  Cuba,  in  his  recent  message  to  the  Cuban  Con- 
gress, submitting  the  proi)Osed  budget  law  for  1916-17,  made  refer- 
ence to  a  number  of  projects  which,  if  enacted,  will  considerably 
affect  commercial  relations  between  Cuba  and  the  United  States. 
A  revision  of  the  Cuban  customs  tariff  is  suggested,  with  the  substi- 
tution of  ad  valorem  rates  of  duty  for  the  specific  duties  at  presoit 
applicable  to  many  products  imported  into  Cuba,  the  tendency  of 
such  i-evision  to  be  an  increase  in  the  rates  on  articles  of  luxury  and  a 
reduction  in  the  duties  on  food  products,  low-priced  clothing,  etc. 
Another  proposal  is  the  imposition  of  export  duties  on  sugar,  the 
amount  of  such  imposts  to  vary  according  to  crop  ccmditions,  market 
price,  etc.  The  levying  of  an  export  on  raw  mineral  products 
has  also  been  recommended  and  is  of  importance,  in  view  of  tiie  fact 
that  practically  the  entire  amount  exported,  consisting  chiefly  of  ircm 
ore  and  copper  ore,  is  marketed  in  the  United  States. 

[Under  the  reciprocity  treaty  with  Cuba,  in  force  December  27, 
1903,  products  from  the  United  Statra  are  entitled  to  reductions 
ranging  from  20  to  40  per  cent  of  the  dutv  of  the  rates  applicable 
to  products  from  other  countries,  and  such  reductions  will  not  be 
affected  by  any  revision  of  the  Cuban  tariff  while  the  treaty  remains 
in  effect.] 

tA  copy  of  the  commercial  agent's  report,  which  contains  reference  to  a 
number  of  other  fealnrcs  of  the  proposed  1)udeet  law,  will  be  loaned  hy  Uw 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

TURKEY. 

[CotiHul  General  Gebrid  Ble  Bandal.  Sept.  22.] 
Proposed  Tariff  Bevislon. 

A  special  committee  has  been  organized  to  consider  the  revision  of 
the  Turkish  customs  tariff,  the  intention  being  to  substitute  specific 
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duties  of  a  protective  character  for  the  ad  valorem  rate  of  30  per  cent 
now  applicable  to  practically  all  articles  imported  into  Turkey.  It  is 
expected  that  the  new  tariff,  now  in  preparation,  will  beput  into  effect 
upon  the  conclusion  of  peace  by  vote  of  the  Turkish  Farliament  or, 
provisionally^,  by  imperial  decree. 

[For  previous  notices  regarding  recent  tariff  changes  in  Turkey, 
see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15,  p.  48,  and  No.  17,  p.  127.] 


THE  1914  CENSUS  OF  UAiniFACTUBES. 

TIic  United  States  Census  Bureau  is  rapidly  making  public  the 
i-esults  of  its  recent  census  of  the  manufacturing  industries  of  the 
country  relating  to  the  calendar  year  1914.  The  canvass  began  in 
January,  1015,  and  was  completed  soon  after  the  1st  of  August. 

Already  199  press  summaries  have  been  prepared.  Of  these,  153  re- 
late to  the  munu'factures  of  individual  cities;  3  to  the  manufactures 
of  individual  States — Delaware,  North  Dakota,  and  Wyoming;  43  to 
steam  laundries  in  individual  States — all  except  California,  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Washington;  and  1  to  the 
manufacture  of  automobiles  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 

Each  of  the  city  and  State  summaries  contains  one  or  two  statistical 
tables,  showing  number  of  establishments,  persons  engaged,  horse- 
power, capital,  salaries  and  wages,  cost  of  materials,  value  of  prod- 
ucts, and  value  added  by  manufacture.  Comparative  figures  for 
1909  and  percentages  of  increase  are  also  given.  The  tables  in  tlie 
city  summaries  cover  all  industries  combined,  and  those  in  the  sum- 
maries for  the  three  States  named  cover  all  industries  combined  ex- 
cept steam  laundries. 

■  Anyone  desiring  these  preliminary  statistics  for  any  city  or  State 
for  which  they  have  been  issued,  or  for  the  automobile  industry,  may 
obtain  tliem  by  addressing  his  inquiry  to  the  Director  of  the  Census, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


EEPORT  ON  AMEEICAN  COTTON  INDUSTRY. 

The  United  States  Census  Bureau  has  just  issued  Bulletin  131 — 
Cotton  Production  and  Distribution,  Season  of  1914-1.").  This  bulle- 
tin, which  contains  102  quarto  pages,  gives  detailed  statistics  of  pro- 
duction for  the  crop  year  1914,  of  consumption  for  the  cotton  year 
ended  July  31,  1915,  and  of  imports  and  exports  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30, 1915.  The  statistics  also  show,  for  each  cotton-manu- 
facturing State  and  for  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  average  prices 
of  cotton  and  cotton  seed  for  each  year  from  1910  to  1914,  inclusive; 
number  of  ginneries,  gins,  and  saws  and  kind  of  power  used;  number 
of  spindles;  and  quantity  and  cost  of  cotton  seed  crushed  and  quan- 
tity and  value  of  crude  products  manufactured.  In  addition,  the 
world's  production  and  consumption  of  cotton  are  shown.  Compai'a- 
tive  figures  are  given  for  earlier  years.  Anyone  desiring  a  copy  of 
this  bulletin  may  obtain  it  by  addressing  the  Director  of  ttie  Census, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

[A  statement  of  the  chief  features  of  the  publication,  with  some  of  the  Impot^ 
tant  facts  broagbt  out»  was  given  In  Gomuebce  Befokts  for  Nov.  26, 1915.1 
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IHFOBTANT  NEW  XEZICAX  OIL  DECREE. 

[Vice  CoDsul  Thomas  H.  Bevan.  TtuDpleo.  Nor.  23.] 

A  decree  of  vital  importance  to  all  persons  interested  in  Mexican 

oil  companies  was  issued  by  the  First  Chief  of  the  Constitutionalist 
Army  on  November  15.  Under  its  stipulations  only  those  companies 
or  persons  engaged  in  the  oil  industry  in  Mexico  that  file  certain 
data  in  the  Department  of  Petroleum,  Division  of  Mines  and 
Petroleum,  within  two  months  of  its  issuance  shall  have  any  legal  ex- 
istence in  the  Republic.   A  translatioB  of  the  decree  follows: 

This  D^rtment,  In  order  to  comply  with  the  decree  issued  fn  Vera  On»  on 
ttie  8th  of  January  of  the  present  year  by  the  First  Chief  of  the  Constitutionalist 
Army,  charged  with  the  executive i>ower  of  the  Nation,  and  taking  Into  account — 

That  It  Is  absolutely  necessary  to  favor  the  public  Interests,  which  are  fre- 
quently deceived  by  companies  or  Individuals  who  claim  to  be  tvoprletors  of 
lands  In  the  development  of  petroleum  and  its  kindred  substancee.  In  maoy 
instances  the  existence  of  such  companies  being  tmaj^nary.  or  not  unittng  the 
indispensable  conditions  to  p;uarantee  the  pe<^le  who  buy  oil  shares ; 

That  similar  companies  of  good  faith,  dedicated  to  the  same  purposea,  snffer 
grave  prejudices  in  their  interests  because  of  the  lack  of  confidence  infused  Into 
the  public,  not  knowing  the  status  of  companies  or  Individuals  who  propose  the 
sale  of  oil  shares  or  stock ; 

That  it  being  necessary  that  the  Qovernment  remedy  these  evil  indications, 
and  in  order  to  a^^ly  all  of  the  remedies  which  are  at  its  command  in  order  to 
give  due  impulse  to  an  industry  of  such  national  Importance  has  decreed  the 
following: 

Information  That  Kuft  he  Filed. 

First.  Within"  the  term  of  two  months,  counted  from  the  date  of  this  order, 
all  compaitfes  or  persons  engaged  in  the  oil  industry  stiaU  register  in  the  office 
of  this  department,  and  present  a  declaration  in  duplicate,  on  simple  paptf. 
containing  the  following  data : 

(o)  The  name  of  the  company  or  i>ersoas  Interested  In  oil  matters. 

(b)  The  headquarta^  and  offices  or  branch  offices  in  other  parts  of  theRepnblla 

<c)  The  capital  invested. 

(d)  If  an  Incorporated  company,  furnish  the  following: 
I.  Under  what  laws  the  company  is  organized. 
II.  Who  are  the  organizers  of  the  company. 

III.  Who  are  the  directors  and  the  board  of  management  at  the  present 
time. 

<e)  Properties: 

I.  Number  of  lots,  their  location,  designating  the  tmclnda,  munici- 

pality, Canton,  District,  and  State. 
II.  Area  occopied;  date  of  acquisition. 

III.  Place  where  the  contract  was  recwded  and  the  person  who  made 
the  sale. 

(/)  Leases: 

I.  Enumeration  of  the  lota. 

II.  Their  location,  citing  the  hacienda,  municlfaUty,  Cantsn.  District, 

and  State. 

III.  Area  of  the  land. 

IV.  Owner  of  the  land. 

V.  Duration  of  the  contract 
YI.  Conditions  of  the  lease. 

VII.  Date  of  the  lease  and  place  where  it  was  recorded. 

(g)  Camps: 

I.  Th^r  name  and  location. 
II.  Number  of  proposed  wells. 

III.  Number  of  wells  in  course  of  drilling, 

IV.  Number  of  producing  wells. 

V.  Depth  of  each  well. 

VI.  Production  of  each  well. 
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(h)  Plpellnea: 

I.  Location  and  description  of  the  lostallationa. 
II.  Length  and  diameter  of  the  pipes. 

III.  Their  dally  capacity  for  conveyance. 

IV.  I^ocatlon,  name,  and  number  of  pumping  stations. 

V.  Nmuber  of  tanks  for  the  ston^  of  oil,  tbeir  location,  capacity,  and 
the  matwlal  of  which  the^  are  constroeted. 

forfeiture  of  Sights. 

Second.  The  persons  or  companies  foiling  to  present  said  declaration  for  the 
registration  in  this  department  within  the  time  indicated  will  not  t>e  rec<^- 
nized  as  having  any  legal  existence,  nor  will  they  be  granted  the  respective  per- 
mission for  the  exploration  and  ^^oltatira  of  petroleum,  In  conformity  with 
the  decree  of  January  8,  Of  this  year,  already  mentioned. 

There  are  now  over  250  companies  otsanized  in  the  Tampico  dis- 
trict, but  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  this  number  are  operating. 
The  others  have  acquired  leases  and  have  representatives  scattered 
over  the  United  States  selling  stock  in  order  to  raise  money  to  com- 
mence drilling  operations.  Many  of  these  companies  have  no  repre- 
sentatives at  all  m  Tampico,  and  for  their  benefit  this  decree  should 
be  given  as  much  publicity  as  possible. 


Kusnra  k&chines  ih  cajiaba. 

IConsnl  O.  Oaylor  Marsh,  detailed  as  vice  codboI  at  Ottawa,  Nor.  22.] 

On  account  of  the  diiBculty  encountered  by  Canadian  dairy  farmers 
in  obtaining  and  training  dairy  laborers  and  on  accoimt  of  the  grow- 
ing d^ana  for  clean  milk  throughout  the  Dominion,  the  question 
of  the  use  of  mechanical  milkers  is  receiving  increased  attention. 
While  dairying  is  a  very  prominent  industry  of  Canada,  in  the  xisa 
of  milking  machines  the  Dominion  has  fallen  far  bdiind  some  other 
portions  of  the  British  Empire,  particularly  England,  Scotland,  Aus- 
tralia, and  New  Zealand. 

As  a  result  of  the  above  conditions  the  Experiment  Farm  System, 
headed  by  the  Central  Experiment  Farm  at  Ottawa,  has  been  conduct- 
ing experiments  with  a  view  to  determining,  and  probably  publishing 
reports  on,  the  machines  which  combine  the  greatest  number  of  the 
desirable  qualities  of  simplicity,  cheapness,  durability,  ease  in  clean- 
ing, minimum  requirement  of  manual  labor,  minimum  cost  of  opera- 
tion, minimum  power  for  operation,  and  freedom  from  injury  to  ani- 
mals. This  may  lead  to  their  increased  use  in  Canada,  and  it  would 
therefore  seem  advisable  for  American  manufacturers  to  take  steps 
to  make  the  merits  of  their  machines  known  in  order  to  be  in  a  favor- 
able position  to  claim  an  appropriate  share  of  any  new  trade  that 
may  develop. 

FAANCE  SEHBS  XBASE  COHHISSIOirEB  TO  VEKEZITELA. 

rconanl  UoiDer  Brett,  La  Goatra,  Nor.  20.] 

With  the  object  of  beginning  an  active  campaign  for  advertising 
French  products,  the  Government  of  that  country  has  sent  Mr.  J. 
Duhaut  on  a  special  mission  to  Venezuela.  The  commissioner  is 
well  known  in  Veneznela,  is  an  engineer  who  at  various  times  has 
made  explorations  in  the  interior  of  the  coimtry,  and  has  published 
accounts  of  his  experiences.  He  is  said  to  have  several  practical 
schemes  under  consideration,  all  of  which  involve  the  investment  of 
French  capital  in  Venezuela. 

Digitized  by  Google 


X018  OOMMEBOB  REPORTS. 

COKXEBCE  THROUGH  THE  BAXSLT  STE.  XABIE  GAXAIS. 

The  following  tables  show  the  quantity  of  each  of  the  principal 
commodities  and  the  number  of  passengei-s  carried  through  the 
United  States  and  the  Canadian  Sault  8te.  Marie  (Soo)  Canals 
during  Novemlwr  and  for  the  season,  until  November  30,  1914  and 
1915: 

[From  a  roport  of  tb<!  L'nltpd  States  englnf^r  Id  elinrgc  of  tlie  TTnitod  Statn  canal  «t 

Sault  8tc.  Marie,  Mlch.l 


FOR  NOVBMBGR. 


United  Btatei  Canal. 

Canadian  Canal. 

Total,  both  canals. 

Artlota. 

1«4 

1915 

1914 

UlS 

UU 

1915 

BiATBOUHD. 
QoDsrsl  merchandise. 

13-998 
10,2,=-4,7Hil 

^^.'(,Hlll 

1.001,107 
34,  MO 
18,814,908 

13,99S 
18 

82.909 
12.331  7CS 
M7,2':0 
3,7C4  12i 
30. 
5T,U1,610 

32,864 

21 

456 

4.nfil,2n3 
33-(  U22 
111.1  la 
3,120 
13,935,385 

3,585 
274 

9S4 

6,006,592 
444.6)0 
790,^42 
4.905 
17,357,077 

3,0S3 
119 

34  454 

14.936|019 
1.221,  Ml 
1,115, 779 
38,060 

S2,7m,2S3 

16,580 
203 

33,983 
30,338.360 

i.3ai,9m 

4,4»4.067 
35,443 
74,388,887 

40.916 
140 

TtSTDOUND. 

Coal: 

Bott  do.... 

Uanubtctund  iron  do  ... 

0  en  oral  morohandlse, 

Passengers  number.. 

318,814 

m:>.  m 

14,50j 

09, con 

4 

214,505 
1,307.758 

ie.415 

62,914 

93,154 
7 

SO.fOO 
C2.619 
7,970 
13,'J93 

51,863 
i;i.' 

19,500 
3^.  4'.fl 
2,7S2 
5,09G 

:o.sc3 
57 

339,344 

W^I.3K3 
22.535 
100.363 

121.408 
136 

!33.»S 
1,343.2411 

19.  m 

ri8,ai0 

144, 04S 
64 

Total  f'-clfihl: 
Ea.«ll'ound. short  Ions,. 
Westbound  do — 

Both  ir&ji  do — 

Vessel  passages  number. . 

RegLitwed  tonnage  not . . 

2.007. 4.';o 
1,221.733 

6.R0.>.,yi0 
1,(140,972 

670.235 
144, 9^0 

1.523,487 

10!»,332 

2.677.685 
1.3a6.6&3 

7,418.067 
1,750.364 

3.220,183 

7.:3l.552 

40-, 
650,1,37 

l,631.h79 

4,014.368 

9, 168.131 

Vi,i) 
2, 138, 779 

l.Wfl 
5,721,516 

676 

i,:4i.4.-o 

1.355 
2,793,416 

3.456 
T,065,»S6 

B  MONTHS  ENDING  NOV.  30. 

EAyrBOOND. 

firuin  I)ii>h<-|3.. 

Wlieal  bii.il. eli.. 

G  c  11  c  r  ft  1  ra  0  r  c  h  u  n  d  i  s  0, 
sl-,(!7l  Ions  

82,1  SI 

33,C3.4X 
7. 207.  ml 
10,.'^l.i.;-27 
14,17'J 

4S,041,blj 

167.  P70 

15.  r,"! 

132,812 

33,  :(""■>,  ;ir> 

.';,4'!>,«!t':) 

407. ■.>:•,■) 
150,'J31,7U2 

101,423 

I2.J;31 

2,AS7 
30,?;-o,(l.i'! 
2,1J4,:(92 
20,y.i:i,  i-12 
4,'.l!0 
21 . 129 
C4, 0:2, 351 

7I,F0I 
13, 117 

1.S,S22 
S2,17i;,W4 

2,  :m,  228 

4,0«),  4':4 
n,770 
43.V70 
55,3S3,9G7 

117.328 

rt,053 

85, 03^ 
G4, 412,519 
D,l-.2.303 
31,4lO,OGJ 

44'i.23d 
142.094.106 

S39.87I 
28.731 

151,634 

65,  .'33. 563 
8,058,927 
45, 133,2!>9 
1J,640 
451,796 
206,314,769 

3DS.753 
2S,687 

VEaTBDUMD. 

Conl,  l.flM  ..short  Ions.. 

Co.ll,  ^oIt  do — 

Sliiiiutacl  ured  iron.yiiort 

I.844.7flS 
10,1S5,25U 

l,=.<<4,4r»7 
1Q,CK>J,040 

157,043 
I,  £00 
10U 
639, 6M) 
31,250 

048,798 
12.541 

321.787 
2,003,457 

17.5S6 
3.1VJO 
l.'O 
77,40j 

58,183 
403. £48 

3D.6TD 

2,186,555 
13,191,716 

218.768 
3,696 
663 
751,618 

l.H3.C3l> 
1I,0B3,5M 

177,712 
1,500 
100 
«7I.GaB 
31,633 

i.sr.iT* 

34.39S 

.^12 
674,212 

Bilt  do... 

drain  bushels.. 

31,906 
373 

Ueneml  merchandise,  short 

C82.»S 
14,176 

306,470 
16.822 

2.S8, 381 
11,854 

1.048.818 
30.998 
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S  MONTHS  ENDING  NOV.  JO-Ccmtlnoed. 


United  States  Canal. 

Canadian  Canal. 

Total,  both  canab. 

1914 

1915 

10U 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Total  trelcht: 

Baal  bound. .Bbort  tons. . 
Westbound  do  

Both  ways  do..,. 

Vessel  passages  nnmber.. 
Keglstored  tonnage  net.. 

14.424,405 

12,974.729 

47,939,.W;7 
13,777,34.5 

24,661,755 
2, 787, 069 

6,617. 6R4 

775,290 

3B.07B,2.y) 
15,741,7^8 

54,557,241 
14,552,644 

27,399,224 

61,716.005 

27,418.S24 

7,392,980 

54,81S,04S  1  69,109,885 

13,410 
24, 450,693 

I7,i»;as7 

4,154 
8,197,491 

18.420 
41,038,849 

S0,S94 
H*»,244 

Non.— The  United  States  canal  maoed  oo  Apr.  20,  1014,  sodon  Apr.  17,  1915.  The  CanadlBD ond 
opened  on  Apr.  20, 1914.  and  on  Apr.  13, 1B15. 


BESimCTIONS  OH  BRITISH  VESSELS. 

The  American  consulate  general  at  London  has  transmitted  a  copy 
of  a  proclamation  appearing  in  the  London  Gazette  of  November  9, 
1915,  restrictingthe  movements  of  British  vessels.  The  order  pro- 
vides that  after  T)ecember  1, 1915,  no  British  steamer  registered  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  gross  tonnage  exceeding  500  tons  shall  carry 
any  cargo  from  one  foreign  port  to  another,  whether  or  not  such 
vessel  calls  at  an  intermediate  British  port,  unless  the  owner  or 
charterer  of  the  ship  has  been  granted  exemption  by  license,  such 
license  to  be  granted  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  president  of  the 
board  of  trade.  A  foreign  port  is  demied  to  roeaa  any  port  outside 
the  United  Kingdom  and  British  dominions. 

[A  copy  of  the  proclamation  will  be  loaned  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce] 


nrVAR  UETAL  PEODTTCED  IS  THE  UUITKI)  STATES. 

Invar  metal,  an  alloy  of  nickel  and  steel,  valuable  for  many  pur- 
poses on  account  of  its  extremely  low  coefficient  of  expansion,  which 
IS  only  about  one  twenty-fifth  that  of  steel,  hitherto  has  not  been 
manufactured  commercially  in  this  country.  Tapes  of  this  metal 
for  use  in  base  measurement  have  been  obtained  from  England  as 
required.  This  has  been  the  cause  of  some  delay  and  inconvenience. 
The  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  is  informed  that  a 
manufacturer  in  the  United  States  is  now  prepared  to  furnish  this 
metal  in  any  quantities  desired.  The  name  of  the  manufacturer  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  branch  offices. 


Distriot  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Bomeitio  Gommerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Zoom  409  Vnlted  States  Oiutoiiilunise;  Boston,  drliteeBtli  floor 
Vnlted  Statei  Onttfottlionse;  Chicago.  504  Federal  Bnildinr;  St.  Levis.  403  Third 
Hatlonal  Bank  Bnilding;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Ofllee  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1080 
Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Braneisco.  306  United  States  Castomhonse;  Seattle, 
939  Alaska  Building.  GooperatiTe  district  offlces:  CleTeland,  Ghanber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Coameree; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Oommeroe;  BhUadelpUa,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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VA£IETI£S  OF  PEACHES  IS  CONSTAHTIHOPLE  DISTRICT. 

[CoDsal  General  0.  Ble  Ravndal,  Conatantlnoiilc,  Turkey.  Oct.  6.] 

Pencil  growing  in  the  region  about  Constantinople  is  confined  to 
the  Bosphonis  orchards  and  certain  districts  on  the  Marmora  Sea, 
especially  Brusa,  with  its  abundiintly  watered,  low  hinterland.  The 
remiisite  mild  cliniiito  prevails  throughout  the  year  in  tliese  sections 

The  liriJSii  peach  is  an  early  fruit,  very  juicy,  and  rich  in  flavor. 
Its  weight  averages  7  ounces.  It  is  called  here  "etli,"  which  means 
fleshy,  and  possc.-ties  the  distinctive  feature  tliat  the  meat  of  the 
fruit  firmly  adheres  to  the  kernel,  so  that  the  peach  can  not  be  parted 
in  two  with  a  little  pressure  of  the  fingers,  as  is  th©  case  with  other 
varieties.  It  is  the  oest  peach  produced  in  this  district.  The  sea- 
son is  now  over,  and  neither  peaches  nor  kernels  of  this  variety  can 
be  obtained  in  CoTiHtantinoplo. 

The  Bosphonis  peaches  may  be  divided  into  two  kinds — the  "yaz- 
shof telisai,"  or  summer  ^leach,  and  the  "  sari-papa,"  or  yellow  peach. 
The  summer  peach,  as  its  name  implies,  is  an  early-season  variety 
which,  if  properly  cultivated,  weighs  up  to  6  ounces.  The  predom- 
inant color  is  dark  red,  shading  into  pale  yellow-green.  The  most 
succulent  peaches  are  obtained  during  the  first  three  years.  Older 
trees  yield  more  fruit,  but  it  is  harder,  drier,  and  less  tasty.  In  the 
peach  itself  the  central  part  in  contact  with  the  kernel  is  blood  red 
in  the  case  of  old  fruit,  and  yellow-pink,  light  red  speckled  in  the 
case  of  younger  fruit. 

Tleld  of  Healthy  Tree  Estimated  bjr  Peaoh  Orcliardists, 

According  to  the  local  growers'  observations,  a  healthy  ti*ee  will 
yield  between  140  and  290  pounds  of  summer  peaches.  These  are 
not  attacked  by  worms  and  other  parasites  as  readily  as  the  sari- 
papa,  a  winter  variety,  the  kernels  of  which  are  very  often  split 
open  and  worm  eaten.  This  variety  is  usually  softer  than  the  sum- 
mer peach,  less  juicy,  and  more  mealy.  The  predominant  color  is 
vellow,  with  red.  It  is  exceptionally  aromatic,  and  has  &  flavor  simi- 
lar to  apricots.  The  full-grown  peach  weighs  from  3  to  5  oimces. 

According  to  the  native  growers,  peaches  dry  if  the  weather  is  too 
cold.  They  grow  best  on  black  earth,  and  in  order  to  become  full- 
grown  require  abundant  water  and  frequent  care.  Local  cultivators 
plant,  early  in  November,  a  number  oi  full-grown  selected  ])eaches 
or  their  kernels  in  a  small  si)ace  of  about  4  square  feet.  The  offshoots 
appear  in  March.  They  are  left  for  a  year,  during  which  the  sur- 
rounding earth  is  frequently  dug  and  watered.  Then  the  young 
nurslings  are  transplanted  and  scattered  over  the  field,  where,  for 
another  year,  they  require  constant  attention.  The  following  year 
the  first  fruit  is  yielded. 

The  trunk  of  tlio  tree,  as  a  rule,  reaches  between  the  second  and 
third  year  a  diameter  equal  to  that  of  the  full-grown  fruit  it  bears. 
Generally  the  trees  are  cut  when  between  G  and  8  years  old,  a  stage  at 
which  the  fruit  tliey  bear  is  no  longer  palatable.  Grafted  peaches 
can  not  be  used  for  seed  purposes. 

Lists  of  importers  of  fresh  fruit,  and  of  provisions  and  groceries, 
in  Bahia,  Brazil,  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  from  Special  Agent  W.  Fischer,  and  may  be 
olitained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
789.)  . 
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COlTNECTIirO  ETJBOPEAK  AIO)  ASIATIC  BITSSIA  BY  SEA. 

[LoDdOD  Tlmea  Ruaglan  Sopplement.  Oct  80.1 

The  Russian  Hydrographic  Expedition,  under  Capt.  B.  A.  Vilkit- 
sky,  succeeded  on  September  16,  1915,  in  reaching  Archangel  by  sea 
from  Vladivostok.  It  is  claimed  that  the  expedition  has  demon- 
strated the  navigability  for  merchantmen  of  tlie  eastern  part  of  the 
Arctic  Ocean,  which,  from  Bering  Sea  to  the  mouth  of  the  Lena,  had 
previously  been  but  little  explored;  and  it  is  further  to  the  credit 
of  the  Russian  navigators  that  they  are  the  first  to  complete  the 
westward  passage  of  the  most  difficult  route  from  the  Lena  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Y^isei. 

Another  important  task  carried  out  by  the  expedition  is  the  veri- 
fication of  the  working  of  the  wireless*: system  established  on.  the 
northern  coast  of  Asia  and  of  the  principal  transmission  station  at 
Mara-Salc.  Both  Dr.  Nansen  and  Jlr.  S.  V.  Vostrotin  have  pointed 
out  the  necessity  and  value  of  this  system  for  navigation  of  the 
norttiern  route.  In  this  connection  it  is  worthy  of  special  note  that 
the  expedition  in  great  measure  owes  its  success  to  its  employment  of 
wireless,  thanks  to  which  it  was  generally  able  to  keep  in  touch  with 
the  mainland.  i 

utility  of  the  Bonte. 

Without  in  any  way  seeking  to  detract  from  the  magnificent  per- 
formance of  Capt.  Vilkitsky  and  his  gallant  coadjutors,  the  well- 
known  Russian  artist  Borisov,  in  the  Novoe  Vremya,  administers  a 
well-deserved  rebuke  to  those  over-enthusiastic  persons  who,  on  the 
strength  of  tliis  successful  cruise,  have  been  at  special  pains  to  de- 
clare that  it  proves  the  utility  of  the  northern  passage  for  com- 
mercial and  naval  purposes.  Though  available  for  vessels  engaged 
in  the  fur  trade,  for  scientific  expeditions,  and  for  sportsmen,  the 
writer  confidently  asserts  that  centuries  may  pass  and  this  route 
will  still  remain  closed  to  commercial  navigation.  These  strictures 
of  M.  Borisov  do  not  refer  to  the  Ksira  Sea  and  Yenesei  route,  the 
practical  character  of  which  for  commercial  purix)ses  has  been  en- 
tirely demonstrated. 

Saccessful  Kara  Sea  Expedition. 

The  steamers  Uangastoel  (3,100  tons)  and  Eden.  (2,000  tons)  of 
the  Siberian  Steamship,  Manufacturing  &  Trading  Co.  (Ltd.)  started 
from  Tromso  on  September  7  for  the  Ob  and  Yenesei  Rivers,  respec- 
tively, where  they  received  cargoes  of  butter,  hemp,  flax,  etc.,  which 
were  landed  at  Grimsby.  The  Ilaugastoel  reached  Tromso  on  the 
return  voyage  19  days  after  it  set  out ;  the  Eden  took  5  days  more. 
This  was  the  fourth  annual  expedition  to  the  Kara  Sea,  and  the  first 
that  included  the  visit  to  the  Ob.  As  this  river  has  a  much  larger 
fleet  than  the  Yenisei,  it  is  possible  to  tap  the  richest  district  of  cen- 
tral Siberia.  Preparations  are  bein^  made  for  sending  out  a  very 
iar^e  expedition  next  year,  when  it  will  be  possible  to  relieve  Siberia 
of  Its  large  surplus  stock  of  grain,  butter,  hides,  hemp,  flax,  and 
linseed.  The  steamers  wiU  leave  England  in  July  and  return  in 
September. 


A  Lisbon  firm  has  placed  orders  for  $45,000  worth  of  American 
leather  as  the  result  of  a  Trade  Opportunity  transmitted  by  Consul 
General  W.  L.  Lowrie,  of  that  Portuguese  city. 
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FOBEIOn  TRADE  OFPOBTUNITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Bareav  or  Its  Ibninek 

offlcea.] 

Pharmaceutical  productn.  No.  11)519. — A  firm  In  France  informs  an  American 
consului'  ollk-er  (hut  It  dcsire}<  to  be  placed  In  communication  \Yith  manu- 
facturere  of  pliannamiticai  products  with  a  view  to  purcliaslng  631  pounds 
of  lodkie  of  sodium  and  2,204  pounds  of  Iodine. 

Catalogues,  No.  19520. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Siberia  reports  that 
there  In  a  ilemnnd  for  ciitiiloj;ues  In  the  Russian  language,  if  (XMiSible. 
Prices  should  ho  In  ruhles  and  c.  1.  f.  Vladivoatok. 

Hardtrarc,  etc.,  No.  19521. — A  letter  to  the  buronu  from  a  company  In  Russia 
states  that  It  is  de.slrous  of  communicating  with  manufacturers  of  liard- 
wnre  and  materials  for  building  wagons.  It  Is  re<iuesteil  that  catalogues, 
prices,  and  dlscoimts  be  foovvurded. 

Oxygen  hottlr»,  aluminum,  etc..  No.  19522. — The  bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  corumis-slon  agent  In  Norway  who  desires  to  correspond  w|th  mana- 
facturers  of  steel  ox^'gen  bottles,  alumlDum,  wire  metalfi,  glassware,  Itard- 
ware,  hosiery,  etc.  More  detailed  Information  may  be  obtained  from  the 
bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Chemicals,  No,  inr>23. — A  company  In  England  loforais  an  American  con.sular 
officer  that  It  desires  quotations  on  the  following  chemicals  for  shipment  to 
India :  Q'annic  acid,  diroinc  alum,  calcium  chloride,  sulpiiate  of  alumina, 
and  numerous  otiiers.  Full  Information  In  regard  to  this  opportunity  may 
be  obtaioed  from  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Bank  references  and 
cable  address  are  given.    (Refer  to  File  No.  69449.) 

General  reprcsentatitm.  No.  1©524.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  re- 
ports that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  corresjiond  with  manufacturers 

of  iron  and  steel  products,  with  a  view  to  representing  them. 

Telephone  plant.  No.  19525. — A  roiwrt  from  an  American  consular  officer  la 
Ecuador  states  that  a  now  telephone  system  is  to  be  Installed  In  one  of  the 
large  cities  of  that  country.  Specifications  and  full  information  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  69511.) 

Coffin  fittings.  No.  1952G.— A  firm  dealing  in  funeral  supplies  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  In  England  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  mana- 
facturei-s  of  coffin  fittings,  with  a  view  to  securing  brass,  electrobrass,  and 

nickel-silver  fittings  for  coffins. 

Jute,  No.  19527. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  Porto  Rico  states  that  a  firm 
desires  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  jute  which  Is  spun  and  ready 
for  weaving.  Sample  of  the  material  wanted  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  and  its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No,  80.) 

Chemicals,  hosiery,  ete..  No.  1952S.— The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
India  stating  that  a  company  desires  to  establish  commercial  i-elatloiis  with 
manufacturers  of  chemicals,  such  as  Glauber's  salt,  I'3i)sora  salt,  etc.,  cotton 
and  woolen  hosiery  for  women  and  children,  silk  goods,  and  stationery. 

Diamonds  and  carbons.  No.  19529. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  firm  in 
England  states  that  It  can  supply  diamonds  and  carbons  (black  diamonds) 
for  any  Industrial  or  mechanical  purpose.  It  Is  stated  that  these  goods  arc 
used  in  the  following  trades:  Drilling  diamonds  and  precious  stones,  by 
glaziers,  emery-wheel  works,  artesian-well  boring,  and  for  dental  purposes, 
etc.  Bank  references  given. 

Bugar  machinery  and  machine  tools,  No.  19530.— Supplementing  Foreign  Trade 
Opportunity  No.  10451.  an  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  forwards 
full  Information  and  details  in  regard  to  same,  wldch  may  be  obtained  at 
the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 

Hosiery,  No.  1«)31.— An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that  a 
general  importer  and  exporter  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
manufacturers  of  hosiery  for  women  and  children.  The  Inquirer  states  that 
purchases  will  be  made  on  a  cash  basis.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 
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SFADT'S  BEVEinrE  PBOH  SAIES  OF  TjDBAOCO. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  -Nor.  15.] 

The  Economia  Naeional,  published  in  Madrid,  states  that  Spain, 
during  the  first  ten  months  of  1915,  has  collected  as  internal  revenue 
tax  on  sales  of  tobacco  the  siim  of  178,970,000  pesetas  ($34,541,210), 
which  is  about  4,000,000  pesetas  less  than  for  the  first  ten  months  of 
1914.  During  the  month  of  October,  1915,  the  tax  amounted  to 
18,396,310  pesetas,  as  against  18,046,734  pesetas  in  October,  1914— an 
increase  of  349,582  pesetas. 


lABOIUSAVINa  U&GHINEBT  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Nor.  5.] 

New  Zealand  conditions  have  produced  a  demand  for  labor-saving 
machinery.  The  Wellington  Post,  a  leading  daily,  says: 

There  is  always  the  nltprnntlve  of  iiiilklns  by  macliiiiery,  which  Is  now  well 
past  the  stase  of  cxiicrl  men  ting.  Cunsequeiitly  new  niairhines  are  being  in- 
stalled evtrywhore,  and  tlius  it  la  hoped  to  cope  with  the  situation.  Other  liil>or- 
savinfi  devices  are  also  h(><'oniinB  more  popular,  and  it  may  be  tliat  tiio  war  will 
cuuse  quite  a  revolution  in  the  methotis  adopted  by  the  man  of  the  land. 

It  is  clear  that  there  will  be  a  greater  demand  for  harvesting  ma- 
chinery in  New  Zealand  this  season  than  ever  before,  for  the  crop 
outlook  is  good. 


EECEIPTS  OF  FISH  AT  NEW  ENOLAND  POSTS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fislierics  repoi*ts  that  the  fishing  fleet 
landing  fish  at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  in 
November,  1915,  included  240  steam  and  sail  vessels.  These  vessels 
during  the  month  landed  357  trips  at  Boston,  aggregating  C),0G7,*274 
pounds  of  fish,  valued  at  $228,892;  at  Gloucester,  453  trips,  aggregat- 
ing 5,025,438  pounds,  valued  at  $133,096;  and  at  Portland,  124  trips, 
amounting  to  731,834  pounds,  valued  at  $27,902.  The  total  for  the 
three  ports  during  the  month  was  934  trips,  aggregating  12,424,540 
pounds  of  fish,  having  a  value  to  the  fisliennen  of  ^^89,890. 
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SEASONS  UrCBBASE  07  AIDS  TO  HAViaATIOH  IH  ALASKA. 

During  the  past  summer  season,  up  to  the  close  of  November,  1915, 
30  new  lighted  aids  and  16  unlighted  aids,  46  in  all,  were  established 
in  Alaskan  waters.  These  are  located  at  the  following  points : 

Flashing  acetylene  lights  (24):  Lewis  Reef,  Ton^ass  Narrows; 
Narrow  Point  and  Middle  Pomt,  Clarence  Strait;  Pomt  Alexander, 
Wrangell  Strait;  Marmion  Island  and  Sheep  Creek,  Gastineau  Chan- 
nel; Clear  Point,  Barlow  Islands,  Naked  Island,  Little  Island,  and 
Low  Point,  Lynn  Canal;  Kingsmill  Point,  Point  Augusta,  Hawk 
Inlet  Entrance,  and  Hawk  Inlet  East  Shoal,  Chatham  Strait; 
Otstoia  Island  and  McClellan  Rock,  Peril  Strait;  Grey  Cliff,  Anchor 
Point,  East  Forelands,  East  Chugach,  Flat  Island,  and  Race  Point, 
Cook  Inlet:  and  Point  Romanoff.lforton  Sound  (changed  from  oil). 

Electric  light  (1):  Sitka  Harbor. 

Float  Light  (1) :  Blunt  Point  Reef,  Wrangell  Strait 

Lens  lantern,  oil  (1) :  Tenakee,  Chatham  Strait. 

Post  lights  (3) :  Beck  Island,  Clarence  Strait;  Rose  Inlet,  Tlevak 
Strait;  and  Akutan  Harbor,  Aleutian  Islands. 

Beacons  (4) :  Fish  Creek  Dolphin,  T<Hkgass  Narrows;  False  Point 
Retreat,  Lynn  Canal;  Deep  Bay  Entrance,  Peril  Strait;  and  Priest 
Rock,  Unalaska  Bay. 

Buoys  (12) :  8  nuns,  3  cans,  and  1  spar. 

Five  more  lights  will  probably  be  established  during  this  season. 

Good  progress  was  also  made  m  the  construction  of  the  new  light 
and  fog-signal  station  at  Cape  St.  Klias  on  Kayak  Island.  The 
illuminating  and  fog-signal  apparatus  have  been  on  exhibition  at  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  at  San  Francisco,  and  will 
soon  be  dismantled  and  taken  to  Alaska  for  installation  next  season. 
The  construction  party,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men  as  watch- 
men and  caretakers,  left  the  cape  on  October  7,  having  completed 
di/ring  the  season  all  reinforced  concrete  work  in  the  tower,  fog  sig- 
nal, storage  building,  and  dwelling,  except  the  first-floor  slab  of 
dwelling  and  a  portion  of  the  floor  m  the  oil  room.  With  favorable 
weather  and  labor  conditions  the  station  will  probably  be  placed  in 
commission  during  the  season  of  1916. 


WELSH  PUBCHASES  OF  MXTSICAL  UffSTRtTMENTS. 

[Vice  Consul  Hamilton  C.  Claiborne,  Svansea,  Not.  23.] 

There  is  a  lar^  demand  in  Swansea  for  cheap  and  medium  grades 
of  accordions,  violins,  mandolins,  and  flutes.  The  Welsh  are  natu- 
rally a  musical  people,  and  despite  war-time  economies  their  demand 
for  musical  instruments  is  still  pronounced. 

Accordions  of  the  variety  formerly  imported  from  Germany,  at 
prices  ranging  from  $2.25  to  $12  each,  are  very  difficult  to  obtain, 
and  are  in  great  demand.  Many  kinds  are  bought.  The  larger 
sizes,  with  expansive  keyboards,  are  the  most  favored.  Violins  cost- 
ing $2.50  to  $15  are  also  needed,  and  there  is  a  general  shortage  of 
bows  and  strings.  Local  dealers  report  that  mandolins  and  flutes 
are  required  for  the  South  Wales  trade. 

[Lists  of  the  principal  Swansea  firms  selling  musical  Inatmments  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  CkHnmerce  or  its  brandi 
offices.   Befer  to  file  No.  68839.] 
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.  KOIOB-TBTTCE  UABEET  IN  CUBA  ATTBAGTI7E. 

[Special  Aeent  Onrrard  Ilnrrls.] 

There  is  a  considerable  present  and  future  market  in  Cuba  for 

motor  trucks  of  every  description.  While  the  snle  of  pleasure  cai*s 
has  been  large  [see  Commerce  Repohts  for  Nov.  19,  1015]  and  the 
market  for  them  still  presents  good  features,  the  use  of  motor  trucks, 
delivery  wagons,  and  the  like  has  not  kept  a  corresponding  pace.  At 
this  time,  when  the  island  has  just  realized  on  a  sugar  crop  of  more 
than  $200,000,000  and  the  mills  .are  grinding  on  a  new  crop ,  that 
promises  to  exceed  it  in  volume  and  in  price,  optimism  prevails  on  all 
sides  and  prosperity  is  apparent  generally,  and  the  woi  k  of  introduc- 
ing new  motor  vehicles  should  meet  with  fewer  difficulties  than  ordi- 
narily. 

The  cost  of  feed  for  draft  animals  is  higli,  practioully  all  the  grain 
and  hay  being  impoi-ted.  The  arguments  of  lower  cost  of  upkeej)  and 
greater  delivery  capacity  in  favor  of  power  vehicles  should  apjwal 
strongly  to  wholesale  houses,  importing  concerns,  breweries,  factories, 
and  stores  and  establishments  making  a  specialty  of  prompt  delivery, 
and  it  is  likely  that  many  sugar  estates  could  use  truclts  to  advantage. 
Moreover,  thene  seems  a  fine  prospect  of  develojiing  a  trade  in  motor 
busses.  The  streets  of  Ilabana  are  all  well  paved,  and  the  rural  roads 
throughout  the  ishind  are  good  and  are  being  extended. 

Attempts  to  sell  by  mail  are  usually  futile,  and  correspondence  in 
English  and  catalogues  in  the  same  language  a  waste  of  time.  Com- 
petent Span isii-spea king  salesmen  should  be  sent  out,  or  arrangements 
i^hould  ho  made  with  Cuban  firms  to  act  as  local  representatives. 

FA  list  of  Halmna  automobile  dealers  and  a^iits  may  Ijo  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Fureisu  and  Douicijtlc  Commerce  or  Ita  brau^-ti  ollices  by  referring  to 
file  No.  802.] 


CUBA  TO  DEVELOP  BOUESTIC  POITLTBY  INDVSTBY. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Iliirrin.] 

A  really  modern  chicken  ranch  is  now  being  established  by  Presi- 
dent Menocsil.  It  is  his  intention  to  oxpt>ri incut,  iind  the  liost 
adajited  chickens  for  Cuba,  and  tbcu  distributt?  eggs  of  fine  birds  of 
this  variety  at  absolute  co^t,  in  order  to  liel})  his  people  get  started 
on  raising  more  food  for  homo  conpinnption.  Cuba  now  imports 
more  thr.n  6,000,000  dozen  eggs  annually. 

[IMiotoj^nplw  of  n  njotleru  cliiclien  rniich,  "Kl  C'ldco,"  owned  and  oiwrated  by 
Pi-csident  Mario  O.  Mpnoeiil,  of  Ciilia,  and  located  at  Kl  (Ijiiio,  ab<mt  10  ndlca 
from  Hidiana,  may  l»e  hisiKftwl  nt  the  Bureau  of  I'^oreigu  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  brunch  oHlces.    Itefcr  to  tilo  No.  75)!).] 


CHARTS  SHOWING  CHILE  EXCHANGE  FLUCTUATIONS. 

In  the  reiiort  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Lough  on  "  Banking  opjjortunities  in 
South  America  "  there  appears  a  chart  showing  graphically  the  fluctu- 
ations in  Ix>ndon-Chile  exchange  during  the  last  10  years.  Several 
reprints  of  tliis  chart  have  been  obtained  as  separates  and  a  limited 
nmnber  will  be  distributed  free  on  request. 
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FAHCT  POUITSY,  SUPFUES,  AST)  EOOS  FOIL  CUBA. 

[Special  Asent  Garrard  Harris.] 

The  island  of  Cuba  is  a  considerable  consumer  of  eggs  and  does 

not  supply  nearly  enough  for  local  needs,  although  tlie  climate  and 
land  are  in  many  ways  ideal  for  poultry  raising  and  the  production 
of  eggs  on  a  commercial  scale. 

In  1913  there  were  imported  6,951,083  dozen  eggs,  valued  at 
$1,124^81  and  paying  duties  that  aggregated  $192,013;  in  1914  there 
were  5,494,897  dozen  eggs  imported,  valued  at  $1,213,409  and  produc- 
ing a  revenue  of  $170,920  for  the  Cuban  Government.  Of  this  ^reat 
quantity  of  eggs,  in  1913,  all  came  from  tlie  United  States  but  6,110 
dozen,  valued  at  $2,383,  which  were  imported  from  Mexico.  In  1914 
the  Mexican  importation  rose  to  C4,674  dozen,  valued  at  $22,200.  It 
is  stated  that  the  Mexican  eggs  can  be  purchased  more  cheaply  than 
the  American  and  are  not  storage  stock.   All  but  150,000  dozen  in 

1913  and  98,921  dozen  in  1914  were  entered  at  Habana.  Guantanamo 
and  Santiago  were  the  other  two  ports  receiving  shipments;  Matan- 
zas  received  only  34  dozen  in  two  years. 

The  eggs  impoi*ted  are  mainly  storage  stock"  and  sell  for  30  to 
48  cents  a  dozen.  Fresh  or  "yard"  eggs  are  very  scarce  and  are 
i>eadtly  taken  at  5  cents  each,  or  60  cents  per  dozen,  and  the  supply  is 
never  adequate. 

A  "  live-at-Hone  "  Propaganto — Poultry  Saisen*  Assoolatloa. 

The  fact  that  Cuba  annually  spends  vast  sums  for  foodstuffs  [in 

1914  foodstuflFs,  including  meats,  fish,  cereals,  fruits,  vegetables, 
milk  products,  oils,  and  be\erages,  formed  $46,867,795  oi  Cuba's 
total  imports  valued  at  $119,001,410]  has  caused  a  "live-at-home" 
propaganda  to  be  started,  which  is  now  much  in  favor  in  the  public 
press.  The  first  evidences  that  the  movement  is  taking  definite  shape 
are  seen  in  a  considerable  interest  now  displayed  as  regards  poultry 
raising  to  supply  the  home  market.  In  1914  there  were  imported 
4,324  fowls  from  the  United  States,  mainly  for  breeding  purposes, 
but  in  1914  interest  seems  to  have  waned  and  the  total  importation 
was  only  two  birds  valued  at  $15.  In  the  early  part  of  1915  interest 
revived  and  lias  become  more  widespread. 

There  is  a  poultry  raisers'  association  in  Cuba,  of  which  Senor  D. 
Noguer,  Caile  Mercaderes  No.  11,  Cuarto  No.  7,  Habana,  is  the  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  [Mention  of  the  organization  of  this  society 
was  made  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Nov.  11,  1912.] 
Senor  Noguer  is  the  owner  of  a  poultry  farm  at  Puerta  Blanca, 
Guanabacoa,  where  he  has  over  2,000  hens,  mainly  white  L#eghorns, 
obtained  from  dealers  in  the  United  States.  The  Cuban  Experiment 
Station  (Estacion  Experimental  Agronomica,  Santiago  de  las  Vegas, 
Cuba),  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  »J.  T.  Crawley,  is  also  experiment- 
ing with  various  breeds,  and  has  brought  a  considerable  number  of 
fine  chickens  from  the  United  States,  particularly  400  white  L^- 
homs,  150  Rhode  Island  Keds,  and  100  Langshans. 

Erperimests  TTudertaken  by  President  of  the  Republic. 

President  Menocal  in  May  last  bought  a  210-acre  ranch  near  the 
little  town  of  £1  Cano,  10  miles  from  Habana,  and  has  fitted  it  up 
as  a  model  poulti-y  farm.   He,  too,  is  experimenting  with  various 
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bi"eeds  of  chickens,  among  them  being  white  nnd  buff  Leghorns, 
Khode  Island  Reds,  buff  Orpingtons,  black  Game,  a  very  tlirifty 
Spamsh  chicken  culled  Prats,"  Langshans,  and  others.  The  farm 
which  is  in  charge  of  a  poultry  expert,  is  also  stocked  with  many 
fancy  varieties  of  chickens,  pheasants,  and  the  like. 

President  Menocal  has  primarily  the  palricitic  intention  of  ascer- 
taining which  is  the  best  all-around  chicken  for  the  use  of  the  ordi- 
nary Cuban  family  ;  the  best  layer  and  the  one  most  productive  of 
flesh.  This  determined,  ho  plans  to  distribute  eggs  of  the  variety  so 
selected  throughout  tlio  island  at  actual  cost  of  {production,  in  order 
to  help  establish  a  good  strain  of  chickens  and  to  encourago  the 
people  to  raise  more  poultry  and  eggs  at  home.  The  concensus  of 
opinion  of  chicken  men  at  this,  time  appears  to  be  that  the  Khodd 
Island  Bed  is  perhaps  the  best  all-around  fowl,  with  buff  Orjiingtons 
as  second  choice.  The  I^eghoms  are  not  considered,  as  they  are 
strictly  a  laying  fowl  and  do  not  readily  become  broody,  and  hens 
that  set  are  necessary  to  the  oountiy  raisers  of  chickens  who  have 
neither  the  money  to  buy  incubators  nor  the  ability  to  operate  them. 

During  the  week  of  November  15-20  President  Menocal  received 
700  white  Leghorns  from  two  New  York  State  dealers.  The  fowls 
cost  him  on  an  average  $2.25  eacli  in  New  York,  and  when  trans- 
portation, duty,  and  handling  had  been  paid  the  average  cost  was 
about  $3  each.  Out  of  one  shipment  69  per  cent  of  tlie  fowls  were 
suffering  from  bad  colds;  some  of  them  were  very  sick.  The  other 
shipment  contained  a  lai^  percentage  of  sick  and  droopy  chickens 
also. 

Should  Offer  Opportmilty  for  Sals  of  Supplies. 

Interest  in  poultry  raising  in  Cuba  is  on  the  increase,  and  appar- 
ently the  Kepublic  offers  a  fine  field  for  exploitation  by  poultry 
dealers  of  the  TJnited  States.  LitcriituiG  in  Spanish,  nicely  illus- 
trated, should  be  used.  There  is  no  benefit  whatever  in  sending  cata- 
logues or  letters  in  English.  It  is  a  waste  of  time,  postage,  and  mate- 
rial. Along  with  this  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  birds,  which  will 
become  increasingly  large,  is  that  for  the  sale  of  combination  and 
prepared  poultry  feeds,  small  grain,  poultry  remedies,  incubators, 
brooders,  and  supplies  of  every  kind  from  leg  tags  to  crushed  oyster 
shells. 

The  poultry  business  is  new  to  Cuba,  and  there  is  no  well-defined 
business  of  handling  either  the  fowls  or  the  supplies.  [A  list  of 
Habana  dealers  who  carry  a  partial  line  of  supplies  may  be  obtained 
from  the- Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestin  Connnerce  or  its  branch 
offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  777.  Furtlier  information  may  also 
be  had  relative  to  the  poultry  raiser.s'  association.] 

Aside  from  supplying  fine  eggs  for  hatching,  there  is  a  very  con- 
siderable future  in  the  poultry-raising  businiss  in  Cuba  to  furnish 
eggs  and  chickens  for  the  local  markets.  The  Cul)ans,  in  conmioh 
with  most  tropical  peoples,  prefer  to  eat  eggs  and  chickens  rather 
than  meat,  and  there  will  not  be  for  many  years  a  glutted  market  or 
ft  material  decrease  in  prevailing  prices  for  either  eggs  or  poultry. 
A  pullet  ("pollita")  for  eating  purposes  brings  70  to  80  cents,  and 
a  grown  hen  90  cents  to  $1.  Turkeys  and  ducks  are  also  expensive 
food,  and  share  with  the  chickens  tlie  opportunity  for  profitable 
returns. 
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OHrBEABXBfa  SEEDS  IK  INDIA. 

[CoDROl  Xnctai  MemmlDgw,  IMru,  Oct  22.] 

The  second  and  more  complete  Government  returns  of  the  sowings 
of  sesame  (gingeli) ,  in  Madras  Presidency,  show  a  large  increase  over 
the  area  reported  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Sowing 
rains  were  favorable  throughout  the  whole  of  the  north  of  the  Presi- 
dency, except  in  Cuddapan.  Moreover,  especially  in  the  Circars, 
there  has  been  a  tendency  to  substitute  sesame  this  year  for 
groandnut.  Vizagapatam,  Bellary,  Anantapur,  and  Madura  all 
report  considerably  larger  areas  than  they  did  last  year.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  crop  is  almost  universally  reported  as  fair  to  good.  In 
parts  of  Chingleput  and  South  Arcot  it  is  described  as  poor.  The 
total  area  sown  with  sesame  in  1&15-16,  till  October  1,  1915,  was 
845,500  acres,  of  which  296,400  acres  were  early  sowings  and  549,100 
acres  were  late  sowings.  The  total  represents  an  increase  of  293,800 
acres  over  the  area  sown  with  sesame  in  1914-15  up  to  October  1, 
1914,  but  a  decrease  of  16,500  acres  from  the  average  area  during  the 
lost  6  years.  On  an  average  of  the  5  y^ars  ended  1913-14,  the  area 
under  sesame  in  the  Madras  Presidency  has  represented  16.6  per  cent 
of  the  total  area  under  sesame  in  British  India. 

SrolKible  DeeiMM  ia  feannt  Sowlairi. 

On  on  average  of  the  five  years  ended  1913-14,  the  area  under 
peanuts  in  the  Madras  Preffldency  has  r^>resented  71.1  per  cent  of 
the  total  area  under  peanuts  in  British  India. 

According  to  the  returns  received  by  the  Madras  Government,  the 
area  sown  with  peanuts  is  put  at  1,277,800  acres,  as  compared  with 
1,276,400  acres  at  this  time  last  year.  The  final  accounts  for  last  year 
snow,  however,  that  the  area  under  this  crop  in  the  Deccan  and  Central 
tracts  had  extended  much  more  widely  than  was  reported  to  be  the 
case  at  sowing  time.  As  compared  with  last  year  there  is  a  general 
fall,  which  is  most  marked  in  the  Circars  and  the  Deccan,  i.  e.,  in  the 
tracts  where  early  sowings  take  place.  By  the  latter  end  of  July  the 
price  of  peanuts  had  risen  considerably;  but  it  had  fallen  steadily 
during  the  first  months  of  the  year  and,  although  rising  in  May,  was 
still  low.  This  affected  all  places  where  early  sowings  are  the  rule. 
In  the  Camatic  the  decrease  in  area  was  about  12^  per  cent.  The 
average  area  sown  in  the  last  five  years  was  1,240,200  acres.  The  final 
accounts  for  1915-16  will  probably  show  that,  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  there  was  a  fall  of  about  25  per  cent. 
Oil-Fressin;  Industry  at  Xadras. 

The  Director  of  Industries  at  Madras,  in  a  report  to  the  Madras 
Grovemment  published  at  the  end  of  August,  made  the  following 
statements : 

My  Inst  report  covered  tlie  period  up  to  September.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  Government  sanctioned  the  purchase  of  several  sewl-crushing  plants 
to  deal  with  the  pennut  problem,  and  at  the  time  of  my  last  report  one  of  these 
plants  had  been  lionght  nnd  was  In  operation.  The  second  has  since  been  pur- 
chased and  erected  «t  Cuddnlore.  The  third  has  not  yet  been  bought,  as  no 
further  machinery  of  this  kind  is  on  the  market  Two  similar  luachines  were, 
however,  purcliased  some  time  back  by  private  individuals  and  these  are  afford- 
ing facilities  for  crushing  In  the  Coimbatore  district.  The  purcliase  of  a  large 
oil  mill  was  also  sanctioned.   This  plant  has  been  shipped  in  part. 

As  regards  the  peanut  crop  generally,  the  price  before  the  outbreak  of  war 
was  somewhat  over  40  rupees  per  candy  (about  fO.026  per  pound).  Tot  sevwal 
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years  prerloos  the  demnnd  had  been  so  greet  that  prices  had  risen  steadily.  Tlie 
market  rate  iu  3914  was  greatly  In  excess  of  tho  cultivation  costs,  which  may 
be  estimated  at  10  rupees  per  candy  ($0.01  per  pouiHl).  On  the  outbreak  of 
war  prices  began  to  fall,  and  with  tlie  tcmiiorary  closure  of  the  Mars^lle  mar- 
ket  the  demand  shrank  tremendoosly. 

The  Director  of  Industries  here  recites  various  developments  which 
resulted  in  the  cessation  of  sales  altogether,  followed  by  an  improve- 
ment in  conditions  at  Marseille  effected  by  negotiations  between  the 
British  and  French  Governments  allowing  the  shipment  of  18,000 
tons  of  poonac  (oil  cake)  to  Great  Britain  and  other  neutral  countries. 
Th©  report  continues: 

At  the  prewnt  moment  the  ruling  price  for  nnts  in  Mnraellle  Is  very  little 
below  what  It  was  before  the  war.  There  has  been  a  corresponding  recovery  ia 
lirice  In  India,  and  nuts  now  stand  at'  about  28  rupees  per  candy  ($0,018  per 
poniHl).  This  figure  Ih  subsfnntially  below  wlint  It  was  last  year,  but  it  Is  not 
to  be  hopctl  thiit  it  will  materially  improve,  for  the  reiison  that  the  difference 
liotweon  tho  two  figures  is  accounted  for  almost  entirely  by  the  change  In 
freights  and  exchange. 

In  theae  circumstances  I  consider  that  tlie  peanut  question  need  not  further 
engage  the  attention  of  the  Government,  and,  furthermore.  I  proi>ose  to  abiind(Hi 
wlmt  t  have  teriiietl  "  protective  "  measures  and  shall  nut  purcha.se  the  third  ex- 
tH>tier  originally  contemplated.  The  large  oil  mill  under  order  will,  however,  l>e 
proceetletl  with,  aa  thin  is  a  progressWft  ratlier  than  a  protective  measure,  and 
llie  clatnge  In  the  situation  has  not  affected  this  scheme  ut  all. 


BAHEOAB  RATES  TO  FAN  AMERICAN  GONORESS. 

Members  of,  or  visitors  to  the  Second  Pan  American  Scientific  Con- 
gress, to  be  held  in  Washington  from  December  27, 1915,  to  January 
8, 1916,  may  obtain  a  reduced  round-trip  rate  to  the  congi'ess  over  the 
following  railroads  included  in  the  Trunk  Line  Association,  at  fi 
rate  of  2  cents  a  mile  in  each  direction:  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio;  Buf- 
falo, Eochester  and  Pittsburgh;  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jei-sey; 
C^hesapeake  &  Ohio;  New  York  Central  Lines;  New  York,  Ontario"& 
Western;  Pennsylvjinia;  Delaware  &  Hudson;  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna &  AVestern;  Erie;  Lehigh' Valley ;  Phihulelphia  &  Reading; 
Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Kric:  Western  Maryland ;  and  West  Shore. 

A  special  form  of  ticket  will  be  on  sale  in  the  principal  cities 
touched  by  these  systems,  December  25,  tiO,  and  27,  and  must  be  used, 
on  the  gohig  trip  within  the.SQ  dates.  The  return  tickets  must  be  u.«ed 
to  return  to  the  starting  point  not  later  than  midnight,  January  12. 
No  such  ticket  will  be  sold  for  less  than  5*^1,  and  visitors  to  any  of  the 
other  political,  economic,  and  t;ciontific  jneetings  and  conveiitions  to 
be  held  in  WaHiington  at  the  .'^anie  time  may  secure  the  same  rate. 
Similar  i-educed  rates  may  be  offered  by  railroads  serving  other  terri- 
tories, and  further  information  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  General,  Jolin  Barrett,  AVashington,  D.  0. 


Opening  of  Russian  Railway. 

The  British  consul  at  Batum  reports  that  the  Kahetian  Railway, 
which  was  opened  to  limited  traffic  in  January  last,  is  now  oi>cn  to 
traffic  of  every  description,  Iiaving  been  officially  declared  incor- 
porated in  the  Russian  railway  system. 
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TWO  T.XA1lfTTJM  OF  FAlfLTT  PACKZHO. 

ICoasQl  Samuel  T.  Lee,  Son  Jos^,  Coeta  Rica,  Oct.  26.] 

The  United  States  is  now  practically  the  only  source  of  snpp]j  for 
electrical  goods,  but  there  is  constant  complaint  regarding  improper 
packing.  Standard  cases  for  dcnaestic  trade  are  used  for  export 
cargoes,  and  tiiere  ai^>ears  to  be  no  attempt  or  deore  toward  reduo- 
mg  tare  when  shipping  to  countries  where  gross-weight  duties  are 
imposed. 

A  leading  American  manufacturer  last  month  shipped  an  electrieal 
<»>mp^sator  and  switch  to  a  prominent  dealer  in  San  Jose.  Xlie 
contents  weighed  net  138  pounds,  the  gross  weight  of  case  was  250 
pounds,  and  the  volume  of  the  package  was  three  times  greats  than 
necessary.  The  dealer  referred  to  incloses  a  printed  slip  with  esdi 
order,  and  has  repeatedly  written  letters  on  the  subject  to  the  o&and- 
ing  exporter,  but  without  results.   The  slip  reads: 

Im-poftant. — Tou  must  bear  in  mind  that  in  Costn  Rica  all  custom  duties  are 
Tery  high  nnd  are  charged  by  gross  weigbt,  the  caees  paying  the  seme  daty  as 
tlie  goods  inclosed,  so  thiit  the  paclclng  must  be  made  very  light,  reducfng  the 
tare  to  the  minimum,  in  order  to  avoid  overcbai^es  of  duties  and  freights.  It 
these  instructions  are  followed  the  cost  of  the  goods  In  the  place  of  destination 
will  be  reduced  In  a  considerable  proportion,  which  penults  us  to  sell  at  lower 
prices  and  more  rapidly,  thus  procuring  yon  more  orders  and  locrease  at  b«s(- 
ness.  At  Btune  time,  any  excess  of  cubic  measure  must  be  avoided,  for  the  rea- 
sons nttove  stated. 

A  Xatter  of  Paste  faints. 

American  paints  and  varnishes  ali-eady  mixed  are  making  an  im- 
pression, but  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  seem  to  have 
failed  utterly  in  the  line  of  ground-in-oil  paste  paints.  White- 
lead  paste  paints  have  heretofore  been  bought  mostly  from  Europe, 
and  tne  San  Jos6  consulate  has  repeatedly  tried  to  obtain  a  share  of 
this  trade  for  America.  Special  reports  on  the  paint  trade  and  many 
direct  replies  have  explained  in  detail  just  what  is  needed.  The 
American  lead  paste  for  mixing  by  the  painter  contains  too  much 
lifjuid  for  this  market. 

In  filling  a  recent  Costa  Eican  order  a  prominent  American  manu- 
facturer snipped  the  ground-in-oil  white-lead  paste  in  drums  wiUi  a 
snap  or  clamp  cover — a  style  of  container  that  does  not  withstand 
rough  handling  even  when  the  drum  is  packed  in  a  wooden  case. 
Wire  handles  or  bails  were  left  on  the  drums  and  the  whole  sdiip- 
ment  was  packed  in  a  heavy  standard  case.  This  useless  tare  weight 
caused  an  extra  payment  or  $18  gold  on  a  shipment  worth  $85. 

This  paste  paint  should  be  prepared  with  less  liquid  and  then 
packed  m  drums  with  heads  securely  riveted  to  the  steel  drum. 
These  drums  should  each  be  marked  to  customer  and  shipped  loose, 
without  being  packed  in  the  heavy  case.  The  steel  drum  gives  ample 
protection  if  the  heads  are  attached  as  described,  and  the  wire 
handles  need  not  be  supplied.  Until  these  directions  are  followed 
Europe  will  continue  to  supply  most  of  the  ground-in-oil  paint  paste 
used  in  San  Jose. 


Figures  submitted  by  Consul  John  Ball  Osborne,  of  HavrCj  show 
that  on  November  4  there  was  1,855,564  bags  and  4,103  casks  oi  coffee 
in  the  bonded  warehouses  of  that  French  port.  Of  this  stock,  1,188,- 
706  bags  were  Santos  and  423,851  bags  other  Brazilian  coffee. 
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SOUTH  AKEBICUUr  VIEWS  OF  OlFK  EZPOKT  FBACTICES. 

[CoDBul  A.  T.  Haeberle,  Pcrnambnco,  Brazil,  Not.  1.1 

As  a  result  of  interviews  with  business  men  of  this  city  relative 
to  American  exports,  it  is  possible  to  point  out  specific  instances  where 
our  exporters  have  not  given  satisfaction,  or  where  unfortunate  mis- 
understandings have  arisen.  Unfortunately,  many  exporters  do  not 
pay  sufficient  attention  to  details,  to  a  study  of  the  market,  the  tariff, 
style  of  correspondence,  or  matters  which,  as  anyone  familiar  with 
business  conditions  in  Brazil  will  readily  understand,  cause  dissat- 
isfaction in  some  cases  and  annoyance  in  others.  Trivial  mistakes  at 
home  often  become  the  source  of  delays,  fines,  and  great  inconveniences 
in  this  country. 

Many  of  our  firms  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  and  knowing  all  its 
intricacies,  have  to  suflfer  for  the  sins  of  others  who  either  commit 
errors  through  their  inexperience  or  merely  take  foreign  ordei-s  as 
a  **side  issue,"  and,  therefore,  do  not  care  whether  the^  give  satis- 
faction or  not.  These  careless  firms,  or  those  which  unmtentionally 
commit  indiscretions,  cause  all  the  trade,  with  a  few  exceptions,  to 
pass  through  the  hands  of  a  few  firms  in  New  York,  and  make 
entrance  into  this  market  almost  impossible  for  manufacturers  and 
exporters  who  are  for  the  fii-st  time  launching  into  foreign  trade, 
but  who  do  so  after  having  equipped  themselves  with  managers  who 
know  how  to  deal  with  the  South  American  importer.  Such  firms, 
although  a  credit  to  our  export  trade,  are  not  ^ven  a  fair  chance, 
because  the  merchants  in  Pcmambuco  are  afraid  to  deal  with  un> 
known  firms,  and  refer  to  such  experiences  with  American  firms  as  I 
have  mentioned. 

Xrroneons  Opinions  B^rardlnf  American  Export  Trade. 

There  are  many  concei*ns  in  this  city  that  are  trying  to  establish 
business  relations  with  American  firms,  but  have  Iiad  a<ime  erroneous 
opinions  about  our  export  trade.  A  well-known  merchant  of  this 
city  remarked :  "  I  have  seen  a  great  many  letters  fi-om  American 
firms  that  wanted  to  do  business  with  merchants  of  tliis  city,  but  I 
never  cousidei-ed  them."  When  asked  why,  he  said :  "  Because  your 
good  firms  have  enough  business  to  attend  to  at  home.  Only  those 
uiat  can't  sell  their  products  at  home  want  to  find  foreign  markets.** 
This  statement  shows  the  prejudices  we  have  to  overcome.  The  coop- 
eration of  business  organizations  in  endeavors  to  inspire  greater 
confidence  among  the  merchants  of  this  consular  district  in  our  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  is  requested.  They  are  urged  to  uphold  this 
consulate  in  a  practical  way,  if  only  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  to 
start  with,  that  their  members  will  give  careful  attention  to  orders 
received  from  Pernambuco.  Tins  would  be  made  known  among  the 
merchants  of  this  city. 
To  Give  Clear  Idea  of  f  emambaeo'i  Demands. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  conducting  a  series  of  interviews  with  the 
business  men  of  this  city  is  to  give  our  exporters  as  clear  a  picture  as 
possible  of  what  the  importers  of  Pernambuco  want  and  requii-e,  so 
that  our  exporters  may  be  in  a  better  position  to  know  whether  or  not 
it  will  pay  them  to  write  to  firms  in  this  city.  One  of  the  importers 
of  cotton  goods  says  that  some  time  ago  he  desired  to  purchase  cotton 
goods  in  the  United  States  and  asked  for  the  weight  of  the  material. 
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WitUout  this  knowledge  no  cotton  goods  can  be  sold  in  P^rnambuco. 

The  iiiBnufacturer  replied  that  he  had  sliown  him  the  samples  of  the 
goods  and  refused  to  give  him  the  weight.  If  our  exporters  of  cotton 
goods  learn  what  is  re(iuired,  it  will  help  to  eliminate  useless  corre- 
spondence of  firms  that  do  not  wish  to,  or  feel  they  dare  not,  meet 
the  conditions  of  export  trade. 

The  same  principle  npi)lies  to  credit  terms.  If  our  exporters  are 
once  convinced  that  the  merchants  of  Pernanduico  will  not,  because 
they  can  not,  agree  to  cash  against  documen:3  in  the  irnited  States 
before  the  delivery  of  goods,  or  even  cash  against  documents  in 
Pemambuco,  it  will  mean  the  elimination  of  correspondence  that  leads 
to  nothing.  Would  it  not  ho  possible  for  manufacturers  who  are  not 
willing  to  give  ci-edit,  but  who  demand  cash  and  thus  lose  the  trade, 
to  make  arrangements  with  some  experienced  commission  lionse,  or 
export  house,  and  inform  the  foreign  customer  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  for  him?  That  would  constitute  a  basis  for  fur- 
ther negotiations. 

Opinions  E:q?ressed  ^eg&iAlng  American  Exporters. 

It  is  the  expressed  opinion  of  many  of  the  importers  of  this  city 
that  "tlie  exporters  of  the  United  States  know  little  alxiut  the 
.export  business."  Sometimes  the  statement  is  made  outright,  some- 
times it  is  implied  in  relating  their  experiences  with  American 
firms.  The  interviews  witli  merchants  showed  a  startling  number 
of  complaints.  They  also  revealed  the  discouraging  fact  that  dur- 
ing the  i)ast  six  months  virtually  no  business  luis  resulted  from  the 
large  number  of  trade  inquiries  received  at  this  consulate  and  from 
the  reports  on  trade  (Ji)p(U'tunities  transmitted  by  this  consulate. 

Last  April  a  representative  of  a  coniciit  couipany  visited  this 
city  and  sold  cement  on  90  days'  credit.  A  ccrtam  merchant  gave 
him  a  fair  trial  order — several  hundred  barrels,  I  believe.  Instead 
of  the  cement,  the  firm  received  a  letter  from  the  company  stating 
that  the  terms  were  cash  against  documents  in  Xcw  York,  but  that 
in  this  case  the  com]>any  would  make  an  exception  and  send  the 
cement  upon  payment  of  freight  and  other  e-\i)cnses  in  New  York 
and  cash  upon  arrival  in  Pcrnainbuoo.  The  local  merchant  then 
ordered  English  a'ment.  Another  firm  had  a  similar  experience. 
A  third  house  ordered  cement  at  the  same  time  (April  or  May) 
and  has  heard  nothing  from  the  company  since — neither  cement  nor 
even  a  commnnication. 

Unccrtatnty  as  to  Whether  or  Sot  Orders  Are  Beingr  Filled. 

A  firm  ordered  supplies  from  the  United  States.  Tlie  goods 
arrived,  but  no  draft.  The  firm  wrote  several  letters,  but  received 
no  reply.  It  then  registered  a  letter  to  find  out  if  the  company 
was  Ftill  in  existence.  The  latter  had  been  given  other  orders,  and 
it  is  not  known  whether  or  not  they  arc  beinfr  attended  to.  An- 
other firm  sent  for  a  catalogue  from  the  United  States.  After 
studying  the  catalogue  prices  it  asked  for  discount  i>rices  of  certain 
articles  it  had  decided  to  purchase.  The  discount  prices  were  prom- 
ised, but  never  received. 

"If  we  have  to  pay  ca.«h,"  local  merchants  say  in  discussing  the 
qxiCFtion  of  credit, we  will  buy  only  what  we  have  to,  and  hope  t)  do 
bufiiness  with  Europe  again  after  the  close  of  the  war.  We  have  a  good 
reason  for  this.  AV e  must  do  business  on  credit.  Here  in  Femambuco 
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.  most  of  our  business  is  with  the  interior  and  we  have  to  sell  to  our  cus- 
tomers on  credit.  Another  reason  is  the  exce^ve  customs  charges, 
tiiat  would  surprise  some  of  the  American  manufacturers.  Then 
comes  the  value  of  the  stock  itself,  so  that  to  pay  cash  really  means 
working  with  three  capitals— K)ne  for  the  customers,  one  for  the 
customhouse,  and  one  for  the  American  exporter.  One  of  the  princi- 
pal exporting  firms  of  New  York,  one  that  does  give  long  credits, 
lost  the  insignificant  sum  of  about  £25,  which  was  gladly  overloo^d 
in  view  of  the  large  business  done  here." 

Sraetiees  Wblah  Interfere  with  Orowth  of  Trade. 

Carelessness  in  the  use  of  the  cable,  causing  expense  that  should 
be  unnecessary,  misunderstandings  due  to  wrong  translations  of 
orders,  sending  three  invoices  in  one  envelope,  sendmg  as  advertising 
matter  duplicates  of  packages  in  which  the  goods  are  put  up,  and  the 
shipping  of  styles  of  hardware  that  are  not  wanted  by  tne  people 
are  among  tiie  things  cited  by  merchants  as  iuterfei-ing  with  the 
growth  of  trade  with  the  United  States. 

A  leading  hardware  dealer  stated  that  among  the  articles  formerly 
purchased  m  Europe  but  now  imported  from  the  United  States  were 
glass,  tin  sheets,  galvanized  iron,  and  tools.  Another  dealer  gives  a 
list  of  articles,  principally  hardware,  which  have  been  imported  from 
the  various  countries.  These  are : 

From  the  United  States:  Tools,  such  as  drill  braces  and  drills, 
files,  screws,  saws,  trunk  material,  leather,  locks,  fancy  metal  ^eets, 
resin,  oilcloth,  arms,  and  ammunition. 

Imported  from  England :  Equestrian  supplies,  superior  tools  from 
certain  manufacturers,  tin  sheets,  zinc  ^eets,  copper  sheets,  iron 
beds,  and  brass  valves. 

Imported  from  Germany:  Light  hardware,  locks,  bolts,  pliers, 
hinges,  hammers,  hatchets,  vise  pins,  sickles,  anvils,  furnaces,  hoops, 
keys,  scissors,  compasses,  chisels,  saws,  planes,  numbered  plates,  let- 
tered plates,  mills,  presses,  shovels,  spades,  rakes,  knives,  punches, 
nipping  tools,  squares,  iron  and  brass  rings,  chains,  corsscrews, 
grindstones,  rat  traps,  night  caiidles,  bells,  hooks,  chafing  dishes, 
lanterns,  candlesticlcs,  lamps,  strainei's,  egg  beaters,  molds,  squeezers, 
meters,  measuring  tapes,  spoons,  glasses,  basins,  trays,  salvers,  stoves, 
bathtubs,  buckles,  spurs,  stirrups,  bridles,  pomatum,  thread,  straw. 


knives,  cages,  strings,  oilcloth,  valves,  filters,  articles  of  nickeled 
brass,  enameled  ware,  paints,  etc. 
Imported  from  Portugal:  Locks,  sickles,  hatchets,  and  axes. 
One  of  the  large  cotton  firms  was  interviewed.  "  Is  there  a  demand 
for  American  cotton?  "  was  asked.   "  Yes;  but  not  for  cheap  cotton 
goods,  as  they  are  manufactured  in  the  country." 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Uoom  409  United  States  Castomhonse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago.  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Hational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Bnllding;  Ktvr  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbemia  Bank  Bnllding;  San  Francisco,  SOfl  United  States  Cnstomhouse;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  dnoianati,  Chamlier  of  Commerce;  Los  Angelef,  Ckavber  of  Comaeroe; 
JMrvlt,  Board  of  Commeree;  nUladelpUa,  Chambei  of  Commene. 


pencils,  brushes. 
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GROwnra  cirBAir  zntebest  in  hog  BAisnra. 

[Hpcclal  Agrat  Garrard  Harris.] 

Cuba  consumes  upward  of  $10,000,000  worth  of  pork  and  p<a:k 
products  per  annum,  and  as  yet  there  has  been  no  sustained  effort 
to  raise  pork  for  t!ie  local  demand  or  to  establish  a  paeking-houss 
industry,  although  the  country  is  in  many  respects  ideal  for  raising 
hogs.  There  is  an  abundance  of  water,  forage  all  the  year,  an 
equable  climate,  and,  in  addition,  the  widespread  distribution  of 
the  royal  palm  tree  insures  a  great  quantity  of  the  seeds,  called 
"  palniiche,"  which  fall  at  all  ^asons  of  the  year  and  are  greatly 
relished  by  swine.  The  palniiche  gives  the  meat  a  nutty  flavw 
tliat  is  very  fine  indeed,  and  pork  raised  on  this  food  is  held  in  g^reat 
esteem.   The  animals  thrive  on  it  amazingly. 

In  addition  to  the  palmiche  there  are  otiier  foods  growing  wild — 
the  giiava,  which  hogs  relish,  and  yuca  roots,  and  many  other  tubers 
and  roots.  Mango  trees  are  distributed  over  the  island,  and  in 
season  the  ripe  mangoes  that  fall  are  a  considerable  factor  in  the 
food  supply.  Sugar  cane  is  eaten  with  avidity  and  is  found  to  be 
remarkably  satisfactory  for  putting  fles^  on  ho^.  Cow  peas,  peanuts^ 
sweet  potatoes,  soya  beans,  and  the  like  as  special  forngo  and  graz- 
ing crops  grow  with  little  attention.  Goocl  land  suitable  for  hog 
raising  may  be  had  for  $2.50  to  $10  per  acre,  becoming  more  es- 
pensive  as  the  location  is  nearer  the  cities. 

Breed — Improvement  Efforts. 

The  native  hog  in  Cuba  is  very  much  like  the  famed  "razorback" 
of  the  southern  i)ine  woods — mostly  head,  legs,  snout,  and  ears,  swift 
of  foot,  but  very  hardy  and  thrifty,  and  does  well  without  any  care 
whatever.  There  is  as  yet  practically  no  effort  to  raise  hogs  conuner- 
cially  except  in  small  herds  which  range  the  woods  in  clinrge  of  a 
herdsman  and  his  dogs.  The  meat  of  these  semiwild  hogs  is  in  con- 
siderable demand  on  account  of  its  llavor  from  the  palmiche  seeds, 
but  the  sui)i)Iy  is  net  dependable,  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  put  it  up 
as  hams,  bacon,  rii>s,  or  sides.  This  frcsli  pork  sella  at  8^  cents  a 
pound  the  year  aroimtl,  and  is  scarce  at  times. 

Tliei-e  has  of  Inte  grown  up  in  Cuba  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  produe- 
ing  more  foodstuffs,  and  hog  raising  is  receiving  considerable  atten- 
tion. The  Cuban  Af^ricultural  Experiment  Statitm  at  Santiago  de  Us 
Vegas  is  experimenting  with  various  breeds  and  is  in  touch  with  the 
more  pi'ogressive  element  which  intends  to  devote  attention  to  the 
growing  of  better  pork.  Cholera  is  known  to  some  extent,  but  the 
most  jucvalent  disease  with  wjiic^h  Chilian  hogs  are  afflicted  is  called 
"  pintadillo,"  and  is  supposed  to  bo  a  mild  sort  of  cholera.  The  Cuban 
Kxperiment  Station  is  liow  seeking  in  the  United  States  a  competent 
chemist  to  make  cholera  serum  and  to  study  the  diseases  of  native 
hogs. 

Swine  Imports — American  Enterprise. 

In  1913  Cuba  impoited  l().-2-25  hogs,  valued  at  $127,828;  in  1914, 
ft,81(i,  valued  at  $130,990.  The  United  States  furnished  the  entire 
number.  Duroc-Jerseys,  Berkshires,  and  Poland  Cliinas  appear  to 
be  the  favorites,  and  a  cross  between  these  and  the  native  hogs  makes 
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a  thrifty  animftl  which,  if  not  ideal  in  shape  from  the  packing-house 
standpoint,  carries  considerable  meat  and  is  a  great  improvement  oil 
the  native  wild  hog. 

Some  capitalists  of  the  United  States  are  now  projecting  a  hog 
ranch  and  packing  house  on  20,000  acres  of  land  in  Pinar  del  Rio 
Province,  about  60  miles  from  Habana.  It  is  proposed  to  commence 
with  a  capital  of  $250,000. 


AMERICAN  CONSTriAB  OFFICEES  ON  LEAVE  OF  ASSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Nanw. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Jlddress. 

B&o  PauIOj  Braill 
Amoy,  Cliina  4. 

Doc.  31 

...do  

Dec.  15 

...do  

Department  ofState,  WasblnRton,  D.C. 
Da 

Association  of  llie  Bar  of  the  Cltv  of 

New  York,  New  Yorfe  City. 
903  Goodrich  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  Iftnn. 
Department  of  State  .Washington,  D.  C. 
Lew«s,  Del. 

Brancii  office,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commwce,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

(") 

Lotus  Club,  110  West  Fifty-seventh 
Street,  New  York  City. 

Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Boom  409,  CostombouEe, 
New  York.N.  Y. 

Wlndiester,  Ind. 

2607  Eleventh  Stmt  NW.,  Waalilng* 
tan,  D.  C. 

Peck,  ViUysH  

Hanrsmiu^ileorre  8  

Fort  Krie,  Canadtt  

Buenos  Afr«9,  ArE«n- 

tfiia. 

Sh&nehal,  China  

Lourenco  Marques. 

PortuKUOse  hast 

AMca. 

Vera  Cnia,  Mexico  

Cornwall,  Canada  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Dec  31 

Jan.  S 

Dec.  31 

Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Jan.  S 

•  The  tour  of  Amcrlcnn  cUlvs  by  Consul  General  Thomas  Sammonn.  of  Shnnithal.  Includes 
Rochc«tt*i'.  Albnny,  Cnnnjoliarie.  New  York,  Detroit,  Chlciuro.  Seattle,  Tacoma,  Portland, 
and  Knn  Fnincltico,  concluding  nt  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  1016.  He  will  confer  with  bOBl- 
neas  men  nt  these  places  who  are  Interested  In  trade  In  China. 


7OBEX0NEBS  HAT  HIKE  HATlNTnt  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Nov.  17.] 

Senor  D.  Domingo  Onieta,  who  recently  discovered  in  Spain  very 
rich  deposits  of  platinum,  chromium,  and  nickel,  has  relmqui^ed 
his  claims  to  the  Spanish  Government.  By  royal  decree,  published 
to-day  in  the  Gaceta  de  Madrid,  official  organ  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, the  territorial  limits  of  the  mines  are  defined.  Concessions  to 
exploit  the  mines  are  obtainable  from  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
these  concessions  are  granted  to  foreigners  as  well  as  to  Spanish  sub- 
jects. Applications  for  such  concession  should  be  made  to  Senor 
Ministro  de  Fomento,  Madrid,  Spain.  The  deposits  of  platinum  are 
said  to  be  the  richest  in  the  world. 

lA  stntempnt  rcsnrilinE  llie  (ll-scovery  of  platinum  in  Spain  was  published  la 
GouHEBCB  Rbfobtb  for  Dec  11*  1915.] 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOK  GOVESHHEHT  SUmiES  ABB  CONBXBUCnOH. 

ICorrpapondence  shotild  be  dlrrct  with  the  ofllccft  named,  and  ciierlflcatlonB  can  netuUr 
he  obtulnod  at  th<>  poJittK  where  thf  rooiIs  nre  to  ho  tieliverrd  or  the  work  Is  to  be  p«i^ 
formed,  lu  rasps  where  the  time  limit  is  too  ubort  to  permit  flrmii  to  submit  tcoden^ 
they  should  to  Iw  plac^  on  the  malltng  llsta  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  cslllnx 
for  future  supples  or  work  of  a  stmlhir  nature.] 

Conatruction  work,  No.  2823. — Senletl  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Siipenrla- 
ing  Artlittecfs  office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington.  D.  ()..  until  Jann- 

nry  17, 3916,  for  the  construction  complete  of  the  ITiilted  States  irost  offieo  at 
Hackoiisnck.  N.  J.  Dniwiiign  ami  ii|>«H.-iflfatlons  miiy  be  obtained  from  tbe 
custodian  of  the  site  at  Huc-keusack  or  at  the  Treasury  Departnieut. 

Sale  of  dimtied  hotMen,  No.  2824. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  JAght- 
house  Insi>ector  at  If  oHtou,  Mass.,  for  the  purchase  of  a  disused  dwellinK  and 
fuel  hoiu^e  on  H};htIionse  rcsei'vatiou,  Spectacle  Islaud,  llostoit  Harbor. 
Further  Information  may  he  had  on  application  to  the  above  ofHce. 

8ub»i^tencc  stores,  No.  2Si;r».— Si'uled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  ofHces  of 
the  D^ot  Quartermaster,  Kan;«is  <JIty,  Mo.;  Oninha,  Nel)r. ;  and  <Jeneral 
Depi»t  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  115-12S  I3iist  Ontario  Street,  Chicago, 
II!.,  until  Decemlwr  20, 1915,  for  furnishing  about  80,000  pounds  of  bacon. 

Snbwnrinc$,  No,  2Sp(i. — Senle<l  proposals  for  constructing  two  5ieaf;^)lnK  fleet  suN 
marines  Now.  CO  and  Ot  wHl  be  received  at  the  Navy  Department  until  Fob- 
ruury  10,  li)10.  A  circular  of  r«iuireu)ents  for  said  vi'ssels  atitl  phins  and 
Kiiecitlcatlons  for  their  t'oustructhai  are  now  renily  for  distribution  to  pros- 
pet'tive  bidders.  Forms  of  proposals  and  contract  will  be  readv  January 
15,  1910. 

Ucmodcling  work,  No.  2827. — Sealed  proi>osals  for  reniiMlellng  bulldins  No.  5^1, 
Navy  aeronautic  Ktatltai  at  IVnsiicola,  Flh.,  will  Iw  received  at  the  Itureau 
of  Vards  and  Docks,  Navy  Dcpartiaeut,  Wnshiuj?ton,  D.  O.,  until  January 
8,  1910.  Plans  and  siie<*llicallnas  may  be  obtained  on  ni>i>Iiwtinn  to  t!ie 
Bureau  of  Yaids  and  Docks  or  to  the  cumM)andant  of  the  naval  statioa 
uanictl. 

Construction  work,  No.  2f^2.S. — Si*aled  pi'o]wsals  wilt  be  roceivetl  at  the  Sui>er- 
vlsin«  Arcliiti'ct's  oltice.  Treasury  Deiiartniciit,  \Vn.sliinfitoii,  D.  0.,  until 
January  IS,  11)10,  for  the  ("onstruction  conipiete,  inchtdiu^;  mechanical  equii>- 
uient  (except  llyhtlns  Hx(ures)  and  approaches,  for  tho  Unitetl  States  i«ast 
olllce  at  Anoka,  3>nnn„  and  until  January  1!),  lOlG,  for  the  United  States 
post  office  at  H(H-nell,  N.  Y.  Plans  and  stxicllicatlons  may  be  obtained  from 
the  custoillan  at  either  site  or  at  the  Treasury  Departnieut. 

Medical  niipplics.  No.  2820. — Sealed  prnposnls  will  be  reivlvod  at  the  Medical 
Sui>ply  Depot,  UiilliHl  States  .\rniy,  21  M  Strwt  NIO.,  \Vas!iin,!;(on,  I>.  ('.,  until 
January  10, 1010,  for  29  Items  of  luwllcal  supplies.  Items  1.  ;t,  0.  S.  9,  14,  l.>, 
17,  ly,  10.  and  22  may  be  oxniulned  at  Medical  Supply  IX'pot,  r>13  Clret-nwicli 
Street.  New  York,  as  well  as  at  the  alwve  address,  but  items  4,  5,  and  10 
can  oidy  bo  exaniinc<l  at  the  Wa-shiuglon  depot.  Sivcclflcations  will  be  fur- 
nished ui)on  iipplication. 

CoiMtrnrtiou  irorh-.  No.  2.S^0. — Senl«l  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supcrvii-lni!  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washluffton,  I>.  (\,  milil 
Janntii-y  21.  1£)1G.  for  the  construction  complete  of  the  United  States  post 
office  at  Waterhw,  N.  Y.,  and  until  January  24,  lOlO,  for  the  const rnction 
complete  (Includln;;  niecltanlcul  djuipnient  and  approaches)  of  the  United 
States  iwst  olUce  at  Ashland,  Ky.  Si>eciHcatIons  and  plan.^  may  l>c  obtained 
from  the  ciLstodlaii  at  each  site  or  from  the  Treasury  Department. 

Panama  Canal  xuppUea,  No.  2S;il. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  (Jeneral  Purchasing  Oftiwr  of  the  Panaiim  Canal,  Washlngtott, 
D.  tJ.,  until  D^Kreniber  22,  191.),  for  furnlshinjr.  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charRcs.  cm  do!'k  at  either  Colon  {Atlantic  iK>rt)  or  Port  of  Aneou  (Balhoa, 
Canai  Zone)  (I'aclllc  port).  Isthmus  of  Paimnia,  tlie  following;  Steel  angles 
and  I  Imims,  slcel  holier  tul«'.s,  steel  cahle,  copiwr  wire,  steel  locomotive 
pilots,  manganese-steel  car  wheels,  metallic  lifeboats,  cnst-lroii  pipe,  pipe 
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fittings,  valves,  cocks,  wosh-tray  pings,  closet  dialn  pulls,  saction-hose 
strainers,  lead  bends,  force  cups,  floor  drains,  brass  ferrules,  sbower  heads, 
pipe  hangers,  flush  pipe,  twist  drills,  water  gauges,  condulets,  electric 
switches,  Manila  tags,  pencils,  and  Iiyi>ochlorite  of  lime,  (Circular  Na 
995.) 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2832. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
oflice  of  the  General  PurcliasinR  Officer  of  The  Panama  Canal,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  until  December  29,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  ail 
charges,  on  docb  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  the  following:  Bronze  letters 
and  numerals,  structural  bronze  work,  cutting-off  machine,  lathe,  bolts, 
rivets,  nuts,  washers,  lag  screws,  lead  sleeves,  cable  terminals,  electric 
rable,  and  wlra   (Circular  No.  996.) 


SWANSEA  MARKET  FOB  CLOCKS  ASJ>  STATUETTES. 

[Vice  Consul  Bamllton  C.  Claiborne,  Swansea,  Wales,  Nov.  17.] 

Owing  to  the  closing  of  Continental  sources  of  supply,  Swansea 
dealers  are  experiencing  great  difficulty  in  securing  stocks  of  bronze 
and  marble  clocks  such  as  are  known  by  the  trade  name  of  "  Made- 
line." The  more  popular  varieties  have  marble  or  bronze  cases  with 
plain  or  convex  ivory  dials  and  gilt  centers  and  with  one  to  four 
pillars  on  each  side  supporting  sloping  or  fancy  tops.  The  whole- 
sale prices  in  Englana  of  these  clocks  range  from  $2.25  for  the 
plain  1-day  variety,  5J  inches  in  height,  to  $40  for  (Jhe  fancy  French 
14-day  gong  or  chime  clock  of  marble  and  bronze. 

There  is  also  a  large  local  demand  for  bronze  and  composition 
statuettes  and  figures  commonly  used  for  niches,  mantels,  and  to 
match  fancy  clocks.  The  bases  are  usually  in  imitation  on^x,  ebony, 
or  marble,  and  the  statuettes  are  from  6  to  25  inches  in  height.  The 
prevailing  wholesale  prices  range  from  $2.50  to  $40.  The  figures 
most  often  seen  represent  historical  or  allegorical  subiects. 

The  South  Wales  trade  can  best  be  served  by  c.  i.  t.  quotations  to 
Swansea^  expressed  in  English  currencv,  or  through  the  medium  of 
commission  nouses  or  agencies  in  London  or  the  large  English  dis- 
tributing centers.  Direct  communication  from  New  York  to  Swan- 
sea is  afforded  by  the  Bristol  City  Line. 

[A  list  of  the  Swansea  firms  selling  clocks  and  statuettes  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Burouu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Refer 
to  file  No.  69S83.] 


AHERICAV  TEZTIIE8  FOB  SINaAFOKE  HABKET. 

Commercial  Agent  R.  M.  Odell,  who  has  recently  been  in  Singapore 
investigating  the  markets  for  American  cotton  goods,  reports  that  the 
representative  of  an  American  firm  which  acts  as  general  representa- 
tives of  American  manufacturers  in  foreign  fields  has  recently  placed 
an  order  for  $3,000  worth  of  cotton  goods,  and  states  he  believes  ad- 
ditional business  can  be  done.  He  has  opened  an  office  in  Singapore 
and  this  is  expected  to  be  a  factor  in  increasing  materially  the  im- 
j>ortation  of  American  textiles.  Mr.  Odell  is  reporting  fully  on  the 
situation  and  the  information  he  sends  will  be  published  Portly  after 
it  is  received  by  this  Bureao. 
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TQXElQtJX  TEA9E  OPPOBTUHiTlKS. 

Bcaerrod  addressH  may  be  obtnlned  from  tbc  Barean  and  ItH  braneb  Rcqnert 
for  varh  opportunity  ahoald  be  on  a  B{>panite  Bbret  and  tbe  Ale  aaaab«r  eItcd. 

ntgh-gpcrti  titrcf,  No.  10544. — An  American  conmilar  offlcer  In  Switzerland  re- 
portH  timt  a  ttiinpany  In  his  district,  which  la  enfniR^  In  the  manufacture 
of  elevators  niul  wheelH  of  various  klnilH;  requests  cable  quothtlons  oi\ 
hlsIi-H|)eec]  steel  "  acler  rapid."  The  telegraphic  r^ly  should  be  In  Frrach 
or  Uerinaiiy. 

Fortranlinff  agcntn.  No.  in.'Vi.'i. — A  letter  to  the  Bnrenn  from  a  company  in 
Swltzerlnnd  stiitpM  tlint  It  undertakes  every  kind  of  work  connected  with  the 
wnrehoiise  biiRluess,  such  nn  di-strlbutlng  to  the  various  purchasers,  sepornt- 
lux.  mixing  of  nil  gcHxlH  iicconlinf;;  to  instructions,  packing,  Iat>ellns,  ete^ 
ami  rtxiiiosU  tImt  tliLs  luformatlun  be  given  publicity  for  U)&  bwcAt  of 
Ainerlcnn  cxiwrters. 

M'eU  drUUng  mavhincrv,  etc..  No.  19540. — A  report  from  nn  American  consular 
oftlcor  states  that  a  company  has  been  formed  in  an  insular  pos.-*e«slon  to  ex- 
ploit oil  fields.  As  soon  im  $25,000  lias  been  raised  from  the  side  of  stock 
th«  company  will  purcluiso  a  well-boring  outfit  and  proceed  to  exploit  tlie 
property.  It  Is  statcil  that  gasoline  In  that  vicinity  retails  from  40  t» 
50  cents  tier  gallon,  and  the  discovery  of  oil  would  be  of  great  commerdal 
and  economic  vnUie. 

Fhh  oils,  etc.,  No.  19.')47. — A  business  man  In  France  informs  an  American  con- 
sulHr  ofllcor  that  lie  ilesirc-i  to  represent  American  exiwrters  of  tish  oil, 
stiltit,  and  sulntlue  for  nm  in  the  glove  Industry.  Corret^ndmce  should  be 
In  French. 

Prepared  cattle  foods.  No.  19548. — An  American  consiilar  offlcer  In  Spain  roi»ort8 
that  theiv  Is  a  jioasible  nmrlcct  in  tlmt  country  for  prepared  cattle  foods. 
The  most  effectual  nietlin*!  of  lnti*oduclng  the  foods  would  be  to  send 
samples.  An  analysts  of  the  samples  should  accompany  price  list,  and  the 
lettei-s  should  l>e  written  In  Spanish. 

Fern  cotton.  No.  19.'>49. — A  firm  In  Honduras  Informs  nn  American  consular 
oflicin-  tlmt  It  is  seeking  a  market  for  fern  cotton,  which  Is  obtalmible  In 
small  quantities  in  that  country.  The  prmluct  is  a  silky,  brittle  fflier,  and 
may  he  useil  for  stulHug  purposes.  .Samples  of  the  feru  cotton  may  be  ex- 
amined at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  office*.  (Itefer  to  file  No.  Cor- 
respiimleiu'e  may  lie  in  Kngllsli. 

Bottles  and  hides.  No.  ie.")W. — The  Bureau  l«  In  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  a 
business  man  In  Ernador  desires  nanip.s  and  addrease-J  of  manufacturers  of 
bottles  and  tanners  of  liidi-s.  <iut»latliins  are  aski^l  on  1,000  black  and 
while  Imttles.  size  3  liter,  togotlicr  witli  calalosucs  nud  other  necessary  in- 
foriiintlon.    Corrcspondenrc  sluHdd  bo  in  Spsnilsh. 

Tiit-Iinnl  pnclcing  r<nc!<.  No.  J!)-"r»l. — A  letter  to  the  bureau  from  a  commercial 
orffiinixnlittn  st;itc><  tluit  it  lin.s  nn  Inquiry  for  nanicsi  of  mamifacturer!! 
uiakiiiH  liii-iiHcd  pucIciiiK  cases. 

Food  products,  iwtiona,  etc.,  No.  1!1."(."»2. — An  Amcric.in  con^snlnr  ofTicor  In  I'ara- 
giiay  rcimi'ts  tlmt  a  linn  in  liis  district  wishes  to  establish  comnu'rciul  re- 
laiions  wiUi  expiirtcrs  of  fooil  products,  uotlous,  wire,  cooking  utLMisiLs,  cast 
Irun,  and  rovolvor  innnuinilluii. 

Stixl  marjuctn.  No.  l!)r>.">.'S. — A  iSvm  In  Switzerland  Informs  an  American  con- 
snlnr  olliccr  tliiit  iL  nr^'enlly  n'^incsis;  quotations  from  manufacturers  of 
steel  niiiKin'ts  for  electric-current  rcKutators. 

Lupimn.  No.  it)rM4. — An  American  consulnr  olllcer  In  Spain  reports  that  a 
business  man  desires  In  find  a  market  for  Iiiiiiucs.  samples  of  which  may 
be  Inspected  at  the  bureau  or  it.s  brancli  oHicos.  (Ilcfer  to  File  No.  CwlO.) 
Prices  nl  present  are  J9  (»»'set!is  jx-r  1(H)  I;iIos.  sack  inchided,  f.  o.  b.  Siianlsli 
port.  Tlie  price  is  liable  to  variations  of  from  50  centinios  to  1  jiescta,  ac- 
cording to  tbe  market.    (Nole.— 1  i;old  pes(>ta  c(iual.s  $0,103.) 

llachincrji.  No.  19r).5.j. — A  reimrt  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  Rfcxico 
states  that  there  is  a  possiltillty  of  estnblLsliing  a  liglit  and  power  phiut  in 
bis  (listrlct.  and  ((notations  are  requi'stetl  from  munufucturers  of  pumps, 
engines,  and  dynamos.   Corrcsi>ondenco  sboidd  be  in  Spani.sb. 
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EMBABGO  ON  LOGWOOD  IN  BEIXISH  HONDUBAS. 

[Telegram  from  American  consul,  Bellw,  Dec.  12.] 

The  exportation  of  logwood  is  prohibited  except  to  the  United 
ICingdoni.  [Reference  to  the  embargo  on  logwood  in  Jamaica  was 
made  in  Commerce  Refobts  for  Dec.  9, 1915.] 


IMPBOVEUENI  IN  THE  LTJMBEE  EXFOBX  FAGILIIIES. 

[Commercial  Agent  W.  B.  Heodereon,  Seattle,  Dec.  0.] 

There  has  lately  been  a  material  improvement  in  lumber  shipping 
facilities  from  the  Pacific  Noithwest  ports.  The  firm  of  Charles  R. 
McCormick  &  Co.  has  completed  a  vessel  with  a  capacity  of  2,000.000 
feet  to  put  in  the  trade  between  tliis  const  and  Kxiropcnn  ports.  To- 
day I  was  informed  that  anotlier  vessel  of  practically  the  same 
capacity  had  been  ordered.  These  vessels  will  be  four-mast  and  have 
semi-Deisel  auxiliaries. 

It  is  reported  that  a  bill  will  he  introduced  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  British  Columbia  Parlininent  providing  for  a  bond  issue  by  the 
Provincial  (iovernment  to  be  ustd  in  building  30  four-mast  semi- 
Deisel  auxiliary  schooners.  TIipkc  schooners  will  have  approximately 
2^35  tons  dead-weight  capacity,  or  1.800  tons  gross  registry.  This  is 
equivalent  to  about  1,300  tons  net  registry.  Thoir  cai>aoity  for  carrj'- 
ing  hiinber  will  be  about  2,000,000  feet  each.  These  schooners  are  to 
be  turned  over  to  lumber  manufacturers  of  British  Coluniliia,  wlio 
are  to  assume  the  bonds  and  pay  for  the  schooners  as  bonds  fall  due. 
They  are  to  be  operated  in  the  lumber  trade  of  the  entire  Pacific 
coast.  In  anticipation  of  this  Mr.  J.  O.  Wood,  of  British  Columbia, 
has  been  appointed  by  the  British  Columbia  Ciovernment  to  open 
offices  in  London  for  the  sale  of  Canadian  lumber. 

It  is  reported  that  these  vessels  will  take  about  200,000,000  feet  of 
lumber  annually,  wOicreas  the  present  exportation  is  only  about 
00,000,000  feet.  Keels  of  six  or  eight  of  these  vessels  are  to  be  laid  in 
Britisli  Columbia  by  April  1,  and  the  remainder  to  be  built  as  the 
demand  increases. 
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SPECIAL  STEAKEB  SEETICS  TO  BERWTDA. 

[CoBint  Carl  R.  Loop,  Hamilton,  Bennoda,  British  Vftat  Indies.  Not.  26.] 

After  several  months  of  negotiations,  the  Bermuda  Government 
has  entered  into  a  contract  wim  the  Quebec  Steamship  Co.  for  spe- 
cial steamer  service  duringJanuary,  February,  Marcn,  April,  and 
May  of  the  coming  j^ear.  The  contract  provides  for  the  running  of 
the  Bermudian,  which  has  been  constantly  on  the  New  York-Ber- 
muda route,  and  of  the  Emnffelittey  which  has  been  chartered  by  the 
company  for  this  special  service. 

The  Bermudian  (5,530  tons  gross)  accommodates  346  first-class 
and  12  second-class  passengers  and  will  be  put  on  a  weekly  schedule 
beginning  January  5,  1916.  The  Evangeline  (4,360  gross  tons)  can 
accommodate  about  350  first-class  and  50  second-class  passengers. 
This  boat  will  leave  New  York  on  its  initial  trip  on  December  24, 
1915,  and  will  be  continued  during  the  months  indicated  on  a  9  or  10 
day  schedule.  The  Government  has  boimd  itself  to  pay  for  this 
service  the  sum  of  $5,760  per  month  and  not  to  grant  any  sitbsidy  to 
any  other  company  or  steamship  for  the  New  Twk-Bermuda  service 
during  the  term  pf  the  contract. 

Until  the  success  of  the  negotiations  was  assured  there  was  consid- 
erable doubt  as  to  whether  the  two  largest  hotels  in  Bermuda,  the 
Hamilton  and  the  Princess,  would  open  during  the  tourist  season,  bot 
these  two  hostelries  have  now  announced  through  the  local  press  that 
they  will  open,  the  Princess  on  December  13  and  the  Hamilton  on 
or  about  January  1.  Owing  to  unusual  circumstances  connected  with 
the  war,  the  number  of  tourists  visiting  Bermuda  in  1914  was  less 
than  in  the  preceding  year  (14,773,  as  against  21,595),  but  with  the 
facilities  which  the  Government  has  been  able  to  arrange  it  is  antici- 
pated that  the  forthcoming  season  will  be  much  better  Uian  the  last 

SPANISH  KAIL  TO  THE  mVITED  STATES. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Baltey  Durst,  Hsrcclona,  Not.  13.1 

By  a  recent  decision  the  Spanish  postal  authorities  have  ordered 
that  for  the  present  all  mail  matter  for  points  in  the  United  States 
is  to  be  earned  bv  boats  of  the  Spanish  lines,  Compaula  Trasatl&n- 
tica  Espanola  and  Pinillos  Izquierdo  y  Companfa.  All  mail  for  the 
United  States  received  at  post  offices  in  Spain  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  central  post  office  at  Madrid  and  thence  sent  to  Cadiz  or  Conma 
to  be  taken  by  the  first  available  boat  of  the  companies  mentioned. 
As  there  is  only  one  direct  sailing  a  month  for  the  United  States 
b^  either  of  the  lines  mentioned,  it  has  been  arranged  that  mail  des- 
tmed  for  the  United  States  be  shipped  by  otlier  boats  of  these  lines  to 
the  first  port  in  Porto  Rico  or  Cuba,  where  there  may  be  good  con- 
nections with  the  United  States.  No  mail  will  be  sent  for  the  moment 
via  France  as  heretofore,  unless  it  is  clearly  stated  on  the  envelope 
to  be  so  forwarded. 

The  scheduled  monthly  sailings  to  carry  mail  by  the  new  routes 
are  as  follows;  The  10th  of  each  month,  Compania  Pinillos  Izqiiierdo 
y  Compafua,  from  Cadiz  to  Porto  Rico;  the  15th,  Companfa  Tras- 
atluntica  Espanola,  from  Cadiz  to  Porto  Rico;  21st,  Companfa  Tras- 
atlantica  Espaiiola,  from  Coruna  to  Habana;  2dth,  Compaiifa  Pinil- 
los Izquierdo  y  Companfa,  from  Cadiz  to  Porto  Rico;  and  the  30th, 
Companfa  Trasatl&ntica  Espanola,  from  Cadiz  to  New  York. 
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NEW  GOYEEITMEHT  FITBIICATIONS. 


The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Wasliington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  has  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  December  11  the 
following  new  United  States  (irovemment  publications,  which  he 
sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Ciislomx  Rffjulniion.'i  of  the-  Vviferl  Stalct.  proscriliod  f<ir  the  InMtrnction  and 
Guldum-e  of  Customs  Olliwrs,  eiUtlon  of  19l.'>,  inililishwl  by  the  Division  ot 
CuHtonis,  Trpiisury  IJepartnient.— rCovers  regulntions  and  requirements  for  tni- 
iwrtiitioii  of  goods  Into  the  ITnited  Ktat«t,  embniciiif!  the  amount  of  customs, 
nietlicMls  of  colIwthiK,  making  out  Invoices  and  other  papers,  appraisements, 
general  duties  of  customs  offlfers,  etc.  Price,  cloth.  $1. 

Education  for  the  Home.  Part  4.  List  of  Referenres  on  Education  for  the 
Home,  Cities,  and  Towns,  Teucliing  Hou.seiioid  Arts.  tMiicntion  Bureau  Bulletin 
39,  1914. — Contain-s  a  list  of  boolts  reiating  to  the  subject.  Including  bulletins 
publisjiwl  by  various  colletros  tiiid  whools,  and  a  list  of  cttles  and  towoa  teach- 
ing huuseliold  arts.   Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

The  Wttter  Requirement  of  Plant.  Part  1.  Investigations  in  the  fJrent  Plains 
In  1910  and  1911,  Plant  Industry  Bulletin  284.~Includes  the  water  requirements 
of  crops  In  iwt  cidture,  Miieat.  sorghum,  barley,  legumes,  etc.,  inciudlng  climatic 
comlltlon^   Price,  paper,  l.T  cents. 

Woodtunan'g  Handbook.  Forest  Service  Bulletin  36. — Comprehensive  work  on 
log,  tinilier,  and  board  nieasiirenieiits,  including  the  various  standard  ndcs  such 
as  Scribner's,  Doyle's,  Spaulding's,  etc.,  with  instructions  for  log  scnilug  and 
measurement  of  stiiiiding  timber,  etc.    Price,  paper.  25  cents. 

Effects  of  AtinospJiei-ca  Deficient  in  Oxygen  on  Small  AiumaJs  and  on  Men. 
Mines  Bureau  Te<*bnicnl  I'aper  121i. — Study  of  the  effect  of  bad  air.  covering  ex- 
periments on  mice."  canary  birds,  experiments  by  members  of  the  Bureau  of 
Miuei*.    Price,  paper,  B  cents. 

Esaential  Faetors  in  the.  Formation  of  Producer  Qas.  Mines  Bureau  Bulletin 
7.— Covers  ex jieri mental  Investigations,  discussions  on  the  physlcal-cliemlcal 
principles,  teniiK-ra tares,  yield,  commercial  practice,  etc.    Price,  pajter,  10  cents. 

(lorernmcnt  Coal  PuirhnKcs  under  flpecifleatUmn,  with  Analyses  for  the  Fiscal 
Year  19tH>-10.  Wines  Bureau  Bulletin  41.— Cover.s  value  of  coal  us  fuel,  detinite 
siKtc-ifications  for  coni  purchases,  results  of  analyses,  apparatus  uscil,  etc.  Price, 
I)a|M'r,  ir»  cents. 

Land  Drainage  by  Means  of  Pumps.  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  304. — 
Covers  drnlnagi'  reclamation,  drainage  In  northern  Kurope,  experlenivs  in  United 
States,  pumping  s->  stems,  including  construction  of  levees,  raainteunnce  of  planis, 
etc.   Priiv.  pajHT.  1."  cents. 

Importance  and  Character  of  the  Milted  Rice  Imported  into  the  United  fitalcs. 
Agriculture  Deimrtmcnt  Ihilletin  ;!2:{.— Covering  quantity  and  value  of  rice 
import*Hl,  description  of  rice  types,  analyses,  etc.    Price,  paper.  cents. 

Anparagus  Culture.  I-'avmcrs'  Bulletin  61, — Embrai-es  history,  latlnny,  va- 
rieties, seed,  preparation  of  .soil,  plauling.  cuUivallun,  manuring,  markeliug, 
canning,  dlscu.-^s.  and  iuse*.-t  enemies.    Price.  paiH'r.  T)  cents. 

Production  of  Clean  Milk.  Farmers'  Bulletin  Orj.  — Prnctical  work  on  tlie 
Jiyglenlc  production  of  milk  for  general  use.    Price,  paper.  5  wnta. 


The  MciTurio  of  to-day,  referring  to  work  in  the  interest  of 
Cliile:in  industry  in  Bolivia,  says  in  part:  "Tlie  Chilean  Chamber  of 


establish  an  e.\positi<m  of  Chilean  ])ro(bicts  and  an  oilioe  of  informa- 
tion. It  is  stated  that  (liilc  has  sold  but  $500,000  per  year  to  Ho- 
livia,  wliich  imports  $10,000,000  i)er  year,  and  that  the  present  conflict 
makes  it  impossible  for  Bolivia  to  purcliase  where  it  lias  l)()ught  be- 
fore, while  Chile  is  equipped  to  sell  a  j^i'eat  deal  more  than  it  lias 
ever  done.  It  is  also  thought  that  Chile  could  develop  the  drug  and 
phai*maceutical  business  if  it  could  secure  the  Bolivian  trade," 


CHILE  HOPES  TO  INCREASE  TEADE  WITH  BOLIVIA. 


[Comniereial  Altacli«  V.  L,  Uavcns.  American  Embassy,  Santiago,  Nov.  5.] 
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STAHBABI)  FOB  DCFOBTEB  KILE. 

Milk  or  crenm  imported  into  the  United  States  from  Canada  must 
comply  with  the  requirements  demanded  of  dairymen  by  the  Domin- 
ion of  Canada  authorities,  as  well  as  the  requirements  of  the  United 
States  food  and  drugs  act.  Dairy  products  which  do  not  come  up 
to  these  requirements  are  slipped  at  the  international  border  and, 
in  order  to  minimize  the  loss  that  this  causes  to  shippers  or  im- 
porters, the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Cana- 
dian health  officials  arc  cooperating  in  the  effort  to  secure  the  pro- 
duction and  shipment  of  sanitary  milk 

Under  this  arrangement  all  dairies  from  which  miJk  is  shipped 
into  the  United  States  must  attain  a  well-balanced  dairy  score  of  50 
on  the  basis  of  a  possible  100  ]:»oints.  Secondly]  the  product  itself 
must  meet  the  standards  required  of  milk  produced  m  the  XTnited 
SUtes. 

To  secure  the  passing  score  of  50,  according  to  the  Canadian  re- 
quirements, every  dairy  must  satisfy  the  inspectors  on  certain  im- 
portant points.  The  milch  cows  must  be  housed  and  milked  in  a 
loom  which  does  not  contain  other  animals  or^  if  this  is  impossible, 
must  be  separated  from  any  other  animals  m  the  building  by  a 
tight,  solid  partition.  The  stable  must  be  kept  clean,  and  it  is  desir- 
able that  whitewash  be  applied  twice  a  year.  There  mu^  also  be 
sufficient  light,  4  square  feet  of  glass  for  erery  cow  being  desirable, 
although  in  some  coses  somewhat  less  may  be  acceptable.  The  milk 
utensils  must  be  thoroughly  washed  twice  a  day.  They  must  be  made 
of  metal,  not  galvanized,  and  all  joints  and  seams  well  flushed  with 
K)lder.  The  milk  must  be  removed  from  the  stable  as  soon  as  it  is 
drawn  from  the  cow  and  must  be  handled  thereafter  in  a  clean  place. 
A  well-lighted  and  well-ventilated  milk  room  which  is  used  for  noth- 
ing but  the  handling  and  storing  of  milk  is  tlie  only  satisfactory 
equipment  for  this  purpose.  This  room  should  not  be  closer  than  20 
feet  to  the  stock  bams,  pig  pens,  or  manure  pile ;  and,  on  tihe  other 
hand,  it  must  not  be  so  far  from  the  bam  that  there  will  be  a  tendency 
on  the  part  of  the  milkmen  to  wait  until  several  pails  of  milk  have 
been  secured  before  carrying  them  to  the  milk  house.  All  milk 
utensils,  including  the  separator,  if  one  is  used,  must  be  kept  in  this 
house.  It  is  also  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  cooling  tank  in  the 
same  building.  The  dairyman's  object  should  be  to  see  how  cool  he 
can  keep  his  milk — not  how  little  he  can  cool  it.  Manure  must  not, 
of  course,  be  piled  up  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  milk  house  or  close 
to  the  bam. 

A  farm  which  meets  these  conditions  will  receive  a  score  of  at  least 
50  points.  It  then  remains  for  the  dairyman  to  see  that  he  and  his 
assistants  handle  the  milk  in  such  a  way  that  the  bacteriological 
count  is  as  low  as  possible.  Milk,  when  it  comes  from  a  healthy  cow, 
is  practically  fi'ee  from  bacteria.  In  this  condition  it  will  keep  for  a 
long  time  without  spoiling.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  pure  milk  is 
drawn  into  dirty  pails,  if  any  form  of  dirt  is  permitted  to  get  into  it 
in  other  ways,  or  if  it  is  not  properly  cooled,  it  will  soon  contain 
millions  of  bacteria.  In  this  c<mdition  it  is  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. No  matter  how  good  a  plant  the  dairyman  has,  therefore, 
it  is  essential  that  he  use  it  properly  and  carefully.   In  particular^ 
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it  is  most  important  that  tlie  milk  be  properly  cooled.  A  farmer  who 
has  been  careful  to  produce  a  clean  article  is  wasting  his  labor  if 
he  fails  to  store  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  remain  sanitary. 

The  observance  of  these  precautions  will  save  producers  and  deal- 
ers much  loss  and  inconvenience  in  bringing  milk  over  the  inter- 
national border.  The  food  and  drugs  act  provides  that  all  food  and 
drug  products  offered  for  importation  into  this  country  wMch  are 
adulterated  or  misbranded  within  the  meanir^  of  the  act,  or  other- 
wise dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  jieople  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  a  kind  forbidden  to  be  sold  or  restricted  in  sale  in  the  country  from 
which  exported,  shall  be  refirsed  admission  to  this  country.  It  is 
therefore  necessary  that  all  foods  and  drugs  imported  into  tliis  coun- 
try comply  with  the  requirements  both  of  this  country  and  of  the 
coimtry  from  which  they  are  imported.  In  the  case  of  milk  from 
Canada,  it  may  be  said  that  the  milk  which  meets  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  Canadian  authorities  will  also  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  United  States. 


EZTEHSIONS  IN  FOSTAI.  SERVICE  OF.  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Ucneral  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Nor.  10.] 

The  Spanish  postal  authorities  annoimce  that  a  money-order  serv- 
ice, both  by  post  and  telegraph,  has  been  established  between  Hon- 
duras and  Spain,  limiting  the  amount  of  each  order  to  1,000  pesetas 
gold  ($11)3).  Beginning  December  1, 1915,  also,  money  orders,  tele- 
graphic and  postal,  are  accepted  for  Holland  at  all  the  p(^t  offices 
of  Spain,  limiting  the  amoimt,  as  in  the  case  of  Honduras,  to  1,000 
pesetas. 

For  several  years  a  need  has  been  felt  in  Spain  for  a  parcel-post 
fi-ervice  such  as  is  in  operation  in  other  European  countries.  The 
steamship  lines  connecting  Spain  with  South  and  Central  America 
seem  adapted  to  make  such  a  service  comparatively  easy,  and  the 
Spanish  Government  has  recently  concluded  negotiations  with  Ar- 
gentina, Bolivia,  Chile,  Paraguay,  and  Peru  for  the  interchange  of 
postal  parcels.  The  new  service  will  utilize  the  vessels  of  the  Spanish 
Compania  Transatlantica,  which  has  a  monthly  sailing  for  Aigeutina 
from  Barcelona. 

Packages  may  be  sent  weighing  up  to  6  kilos  (11.02  pounds)  to 
Argentina,  Chile,  and  Peru,  and  weighing  up  to  3  kilos  (6.61  pounds) 

to  Bolivia  and  l*araguay. 

This  new  service  is  recognized  as  so  advantageous  to  the  commerce 
between  Spain  and  the  countries  referred  to  that  it  is  hoped  a  similar 
arrangement  may  be  made  with  other  Latin-American  nations.  At- 
tention is  called  to  the  fact  that  there  are  steamship  lines  plying 
between  Spanish  poi-ts  and  those  of  Honduras  and  Nicaragua,  passing 
relatively  near  to  Puerto  Barrios,  in  Gnatemala,  which  would  facili- 
tate connections  with  those  points,  and  through  them  with  Salvador. 
It  is  likewise  desired  to  extend  this  direct  service  to  Venezuela  and 
Colombia  through  Spanish  vessels  that  touch  at  ports  in  these  coun- 
tries. At  present  pmtal  parcels  from  Spiiin  for  Venezuela  and  Co- 
lombia are  forwarded  by  the  French  mail. 

[Previous  articles  on  tlie  pni'cel-post  service  In  Spain  wore  published  In 
GouMEBCK  ItBi-OBTS  for  Juty  29  and  Oct  22,  1915.] 
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AKERIGAH  T&ADX  FOX  OVX  WEEK. 

The  imports,  duties  collectedj  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
December  11,  1915,  at  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States  follow: 


DMrlcta. 


Inpovts. 


Dntlnool- 
toeted. 


EzpotlL 


Uassacbusetts  (Bostoo) 

New  York  

Philadelphia  

Man'lana  (B^timo'e) . 

Vlr^iiis(Na)lolk)  

New  Orleans  

GftlvflKcci  

8ui  PraaciMO.  

Waablngton  (awtlle) .. 

BvOalo  

Chicago  

Miobl^  (IMnK)  .... 

Total  


31,937,014 
1, IBS. 318 

t6.9»3 
filD.lTG 
211.4:0 
L.262,3»4 
4,4in,3iS 
675,313 

UMa 

7R4.0H 


n.014 
1«4,61X 
S,213,f^ 
215. 440 
10.4K3 
1,935 

33,e3a 

3G.939 
106  too 
16,270 
30,14S 
130,498 


ns3,in 

SG0.4te 
n.  STL  484 
ft.B  6.0a 
l.lSS.ffiS 
l,4M.Ttt 
3.73S.7B 
4.003.036 
1,6»1.1M 
2,873,642 
l,710.m 


38,097.  TV 


4,039.706 


98,408,134 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  tiie  week  ending  December  11  in  the  13  customs  districts 
of  $60^,401.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  91  per  cent  of 
the  import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  trans- 
actirais  in  September,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  December  11  amounted  to 
98,581  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  191d,  approximatelj 
1^85,552  bales. 


AXEBICAH  COFSirLAS  07FICEBS  OH  lEATX  OF  ASSW^ 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  wiU  be  ^lad  to  confer  wiUi  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


v&m. 


Foot 


Exphv- 
tkniof 
venue. 


AMran. 


BomnMrs,  Uaddlo.  

Hajmvd.LKter — ... 
Grace,WUllam  J  

Patreon,  WltUam.  

Peck,  WHIys  R  

HeMMSB^tn,  QflOTfn  8. 
HobertsoB,  W.  neary . . 

BanunoDS.  Thomas  

CliunlwlBin,  0  oorge  A 

CheAtre,  Planing  D . . 

Cknads,  Wltliua  W. . . 
Taggait,  O.  a  


Sfto  Paulo,  Braifl  

Amor,  China  

Ad«a,  Arabia  

Boaario,  ArnDlhia  

Tsbi|!tau,  ClitDa.  

Fort  Erie,  Canada  

B1MM8  Aim,  Amn- 
Una. 

Steaghal.Chtoa  

Lotirenco  M  ara  u  es, 

Portaguoso   £  a  s  t 

Afrka. 
Cantmi,  Caitoa  

Vera  Cnu,  Haxloo  

Cornwall,  Canada  


Doc.  31 
...do...., 
Deo.  15 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  I 
Dte.  81 


Jan.  s 
Dec.  31 


Jan.  31 


Fob.  1 
Jan.  5 


Dqtartmeot  of  States  Waahfngtai,D.C 

Da 

Association  of  the  Bar  of  tho  CftT  of 

Kow  York,  New  York  City. 
ODS  (loodrich  Avenue,  St.  1*801,  If  inn. 
Dopartmeot  of  Stale,  Washington.  D.C. 
Lowes,  Del. 

Braocb  oOletL  Boraan  of  Forelsn  and 
DiHnestie  Coamams  Haw  YoA. 

N.  Y.  ^ 

Lotus  Club,  110  West  Ffltv^eranfli 
Street,  New  York  City. 

Bureau  of  Porelfni  and  Domostlc  CoH- 
meroe,  Room  409,  CnstombooM. 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Wlncbestw,  Ind. 

aeo?  Eleventh  Street  NW.,  Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


•>  The  tour  of  American  cities  by  Consul  Ocnernl  Thomas  Sammons.  of  Sbaofthal,  includes 
Rochester,  Albany,  Canajoharle,  New  York,  Detroit.  Cblcaffo.  Seattle,  Tacoma,  Portland, 
and  San  Francisco,  concluding  at  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  1916.  He  wUI  eoaf«r  with  tHOl- 
neas  men  at  these  places  who  are  Interested  In  trade  In  China. 
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CENSUS  BUEEAU  COTTON  BEPOBT. 

According  to  a  preliminary  I'epoH  issued  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Census,  the  cotton  consumed,  cotton  on  hand,  and  active 
cotton  spindles  in  the  United  States  for  the  month  of  November, 
1915  and  1914,  with  statistics  of  cotton  consumed  for  tlie  four  months 
eliding  with  November,  are  given  below.  (The  statistics  of  cotton 
in  this  report  are  given  in  running  bales,  counting  round  as  half 
bales,  except  foreign  cotton,  which  is  in  equivalent  5U0-pound  bales.), 


Y*ftT. 

Cotlon  consumed 
(bale.f)  durine— 

CoLton  on  hand  Ni>- 
vember  30. 

Cotlon 
spindles 
acllvo  dur- 
ing Novom* 
ber  (num- 
ber). 

N0Teni> 
ber. 

4  months 
Nov.  30. 

In  consum- 
ing ostab- 
ILshments 
(bales). 

In  public 
storage 
and  at  com- 
pressei 
(bales). 

Unftsd  Stfttu  

CoUraHprawlng  Statea  

191  .-i 
1914 

o  514,534 
420,  TIM 

1,977,874 
1,071,149 

0  1,(113,110 
1,(»2,103 

o4,9S2, 472 
4,99»,414 

31,497,435 
30,425,797 

1915 
1914 

1915 

2)tS,435 
23^,465 
239,093 
184, 211 

1,080.079 
t05.271 
W7.195 
7«5,878 

963,547 
550, 13^ 
059,563 
602,907 

4,619  324 
4,8G7,316 
3G3.14fl 
131,098 

12.801,204 
13.334,203 
Ut,0!».23l 
18,091,S3a 

1914 

« Include^  of  fo-«\m  cotton  2(},RS0  boles  eonsomed,  83,S30  bates  on  hand  In  consuming  establbhmenti 
and  34,013  t»lej  In  public  storage. 


Lintors  not  included  above  were  78,261  bales  consumed  during 
November  in  1915  and  27,282  bales  in  1914,  151,697  bales  on  hand  in 
consuming  establishments  on  November  30,  1915,  and  78,343  bales  in 
1914,  and  116,787  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  comprO'Sea  in  1915, 
and  56,770  bales  in  1914.  Lintera  consumed  during  four  months 
ondin^  November  30  amounted  to  271,467  bales  in  1915,  and  110,428 
bales  in  1914. 

Imports  and  Exports  of  Cotton  and  Unters. 

The  imports  of  foreign  cotton  and  the  exports  of  domestic  cotton 
and  lintors  during  November  and  four  months  ending  November, 
1914  and  1915,  follow: 


Conntry  ol 
produotkoi. 

Imports  of  foreign  cotton  (500- 
pouud  bales)  during^ 

CouDtry  to 

which 
exported. 

Exports  of  domestic  cation  and  Unten 
(running  bales)  during— 

November— 

4  months  piid- 
li^  Nov.  30— 

NovembM^ 

4  months  endiuz 
Nov.  30- 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

191S 

1014 

Total . 

Esypt  

China  

All  other 
countries  . 

21,169 

13,454 

79,562 

68.006 

Total .. 

United 

K  in'idom  . 
Oormany . . . 

Franco  

Il:ily  

AU  other 

counlrieJ  . 

0527,625 

760,029 

01.860,904 

1,405.049 

15,858 
&(3 
243 

4,425 

7.300 
9>il 
1,33J 

J,  777 

i,&a 

7,952 
■18,011 

2r.0ft5 
2, 3,VS 
5.554 

33,029 

m.72r. 
None, 

lO**,  771 
9G,6:;7 

lr.3,*V3 

333,700 
l.l).iO 
42,290 
117,3J8 

2G0,5-11 

714.710 
None. 
317, 2« 
405,266 

429.773 

023.115 

i.nsa 

64.397 
I83.7(i9 

532,516 

»  Figures  Include  14,894  bales  of  iinters  eTportod  <!u"Ing  Nov-pmber  In  1915  and  7,2(17  bnles  In  1914  nnd 
49,734l>ale3  (or  four  months  ending  Nov.  30  in  1015.  and  t4,0G4  bales  In  1014.  The  distribution  for  N&> 
T«mber,  1915,  is  as  follows:  Unltea  Kingdom,  39;  Germany,  none:  France,  13,011;  Italy,  none;  and  all 
Other  countrlei,l,SM. 
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COTTOK  GOODS  KABXET  OF  SWATOW. 

[Consul  George  C.  Haosoii,  Swatow,  Cbloa,  Oct  13.] 

There  appears  to  be  no  good  reason  why  American  cotton  goojSs 
should  not  compete  with  British  cotton  goods  in  this  market.  In  ^ite 
of  the  efforts  made  by  Japanese  manufacturers  to  increase  their  sales 
here  British  ^oods  still  predominate.  Cotton  goods  constitute  one 
of  the  principal  imports  into  Swatow,  amounting,  roughly,  to 
$4,900,000  in  value  in  1914.  During  the  last  seven  years  imports  of 
plain  gray  shirtings  have  generally  declined,  excef)t  for  a  reactim 
that  occurred  in  1914.  Imports  of  plain  white  shirtings  also  showed 
the  same  tendency  until  1913  and  1914,  when  increases  occurred.  Im- 
IKjrts  of  jeans  increased,  while  T  cloth  arrivals  have  decreased. 

The  decreases  above  mentioned  are  attributable  to  past  unsettled 
conditions  in  China,  to  the  increasing  imports  of  native  cotton  goods 
from  Shanghai  mills,  and  to  the  increasing  local  output,  a  numwr  of 
mills  containing  hand  looms  having  been  established  here  in  recent 
years.  It  will  be  a  long  time,  however,  before  the  Chinese  can  dis- 
pense with  the  better  quality  foreign  article,  and  a  part,  at  least,  of 
the  annual  $4,900,000  worth  of  foreign  cotton  goocte  imported  into 
Swatow  should  be  of  American  manufacture. 
Samplei  of  Oraj  Cotton  Goodi. 

There  are  being  sent  under  separate  cover  to  the  Bureau  samples  of 
gray,  white,  and  fancy  cotton  cloth  commonly  sold  in  this  market 

iThe  samples  referred  to  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
)omestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.   Refer  to  file  Nos.  69073 
and  69074.] 

Gray  goods  are  carefully  wrapped  in  oiled  cloth.  Sample  A,  plain 
gray,  comes  in  10-pound  pieces,  each  38^  or  89  yards  long  by  38  inches 
wide,  50  pieces  to  the  bale.  Sample  B,  plain  gray,  comes  in  10-pound 
pieces,  each  39  yards  long  by  38  inches  wide,  50  pieces  to  the  bale. 
Sample  C,  plain  gray,  comes  in  8-pound  pieces,  each  24  yards  long  by 
36  inches  wide,  60  pieces  to  the  bale.  Sample  D,  plain  gray,  comes  in 
S:|-pound  pieces,  each  39  yards  long  by  38  inches  wide,  GO  pieces  to 
the  bale.  Sample  E,  plain  gray,  comes  in  7-poimd  pieces,  each  24 
yards  long  by  30  inches  wide,  70  pieces  to  the  bale.  Sample  F,  plain 
gn.yy  comes  m  8^-pound  pieces,  each  39  yards  long  by  38  inches  wide, 
CO  pieces  to  the  bale. 
White  Ooods  and  Fancies. 

"  Samples  A  1  and  A  2,  plain  white,  each  piece  40  yards  long  by  3C 
inches  wide,  are  packed  in  tin  or  zinc-lined  cases,  each  containing  W 
.pieces.  Sample  A  3,  plain  white,  each  piece  41  yards  long  by  36  inches 
wide,  is  packed  in  tin-lined  cases,  each  containing  50  pieces.  Sample 
•A  4,  plain  white,  each  piece  40  yai'ds  long  by  36  incites  wide,  is  packed 
in  un-lined  cases,  each  containing  50  pieces.  Each  piece  sold  in  the 
market  is  marked  with  the  trade  name  or  "  chop  "  of  the  manufac- 
turer or  importer. 

Samples  O  illustrate  types  of  fancy  cotton  goods  that  are  popular 
in  this  market.   These  are  mostly  packed  in  cases  of  20,  30,  40,  or  60 
pieces  to  the  case.   The  pieces  are  20,  30,  40,  or  60  yards  long  and 
24, 28, 30, 48, 54,  or  56  inches  wide. 
Canm,  Italian,  Drill,  Japanese  Cotton  Cloth. 

Sample  W,  American  canvas,  called  United  States  Army  duA 
iQomes  m  weights  of  6,  7,  8, 10,  and  12  ounces:  each  piece  is  55  yards 
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long.  There  is  a  big  demand  for  this  material  in  the  manufacture  of 
canras  shoes.  It  is  sometimes  dved  black  and  yellow.  The  imports 
were  63,893  yards  for  1913,  27,686  yards  for  1914,  53,707  yards  for 
the  first  9  months  in  191i).  Sample  X,  commonly  called  cotton  italian, 
fast  black,  comes  in  pieces,  each  31  inches  wide  by  40  yards  long,  50 
pieces  to  the  case,  which  is  wood  and  tin  lined.  This  sells  at  36  to  37 
emta  Mexican  per  yard.  About  50  cases  per  annum  are  sold  in 
Swatow.  Sample  Y,  called  drill,  comes  in  pieces,  each  32  inches  wide 
by  45  yards  long,  50  pieces  to  the  case,  which  is  wood  and  tin  lined. 
Sample  Z,  Japanese  machine-made  cotton  cloth,  ordinarily  has  a 
big  sale  in  this  market  It  sells  in  competition  with  the  cloth  made 
by  local  Chinese  on  hand  looms  in  their  homes. 
Sestfnatlon  and  Vsei  of  Fore^  Oloth— Imports. 

Much  of  the  cloth  imported  into  Swatow  is  forwarded  into  the 
interior,  where  it  is  dyed.  The  gray  samples  transmitted  are  British 
and  find  their  way  into  Swatow  through  Hongkong  and,  sometimes, 
Shanghai.  This  cloth  is  used  for  clothing  among  the  poorer  classes 
of  Chinese.  The  white  cloth  also  enters  via  Hongkong,  and  much  of 
it  is  sent  into  the  interior  to  be  dyed.  It  is  used  for  making  clothing 
for  the  better  classes  of  Chinese.  Some  of  it  is  reexported  to  Chinese 
in  the  South  Seas.  The  fancies  are  in  demand  for  making  clothing 
for  the  urban  better-class  Chinese.  This  class  of  goods  is  imported 
from  various  countries. 

The  terms  of  credit  allowed  are  three  months. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  at  Swatow  during  the  last 
six  years  of  various  kinds  of  foreign  and  Chinese  piece  goods: 


Piece  Koods. 

1908 

1909 

1910 

191 1 

1912 

1913 

lOK 

rouiQH. 

ShiitincSi  plain: 

wiJto  

M,332 

130,632 

114, 4M 

109,202 

103,602 

102,424 

113,803 

...do  

167,600 

207,  IfW 

174,415 

160,893 

140,653 

174,447 

187,019 

Sheetings  

....do.... 

Ul 

■m 

90 

40 

20 

m 

DriUs.  Anurlcsn  utd  Bni^ 

...do.... 

l.ffTS 

1.057 

1,767 

2,034 

2,252 

1,383 

'12,017 

16,204 

21,802 

21,547 

28,427 

26,330 

30,190 

T  cloths  

....do.... 

19,405 

23,589 

19,631 

16,210 

17,733 

14,878 

9,638 

DycdshlrtinES,irialn,f^pired, 

Lrocaded, 

1,S43 

2,879 

«50 

926 

370 

1,445 

3, 196 

as,  179 

10,45B 

14,384 

S7,62B 

36,165 

40,190 

33,461 

CHlXESE. 

am 

1,130 

490 

920 

640 

1,170 

80 

7,130 

8,570 

12,967 

11,780 

14,900 

14,980 

16,840 

.poundi.. 

S78.oe7 

346,007 

394, 133 

303,733 

247,467 

368,400 

378,133 

ChineK  Cotton  Ooods— Snoeeitfiil  Native  Slrm. 

Chinese  cotton  goods  vary  in  the  size  and  weight  of  piece  and  are 
very  cheap,  a  piece  22  inches  by  11^  yards  selling  at  Swatow  lor  $2.75 
Mexican.  [The  latest  quarterly  statement  (Oct.  1,  1915)  of  the 
United  States  Treasury  on  the  values  of  foreign  coins  gives  the  value 
of  the  Mexican  dollar  in  China  as  $0.3841.] 

It  is  used  by  the  poorer  classes  of  Chinese  for  clothing  for  everyday 
wear.  Much  is  made  locally  on  wooden  hand  looms,  which  c<^  at 
Swatow  $6  Mexican  each,  and  some  is  imported  from  north  China 
ports.  Chinese  weaves  are  inferior  to  the  foreign  article  in  quality. 
Business  is  done  on  a  three-months'  credit  basis. 

It  has  recently  been  repoited  that  a  local  Chinese  firm,  acting  as  the 
agent  of  a  Hongkong  British  firm,  has  been  successfully  competing 
:with  the  principal  local  British  firm  in  selling  ^^l^^^if^^ij^f^ 
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The  Chinese  firm  has  done  exceedingly  well,  after  only  a  yearns  trial, 
but  it  has  of  late  experienced  inconvenience  because  of  dekiy  in  the 
delivery  of  piece  goods. 

VAITTE  OF  PERMANENT  MAEKET  IN  PAEAGTJAT. 

fiVuRUl  Snmiicl  IlnmlUon  \Vll<>y,  Aniinrlon,  Oct.  31.]  - 

Letters  have  been  received  at  various  times  by  the  Asuncion  con- 
sulate, from  companieK,  ooinniproinl  RS-sociations,  and  pei*s<ms.  stating 
a  desire  to  enter  the  Pariiguiiy  market  with  their  goods,  and  giving 
as  an  important  i-ens<m  the  fact  that  the  Euroi>ean  war  has  left  them 
with  a  larjre  surplus  of  gcods  on  hand.  Points  which  may  be  of 
some  interest  to  persons  or  companies  having  that  object  in  view 
should  be  called  to  their  attention. 

Paraguay,  imder  existing  financial  and  commercial  conditions,  does 
not  offer  an  attractive  temporarv  market  for  the  dispasal  of  surplus 
goods.  The  value  of  merchandise  impoi-tod  during  1911  was  far 
below  normal,  and  available  figures  for  1915  show  the  value  of  im- 
portations for  the  present  year  to  be  far  below  1914.  Tlie  purchasing 
power  of  importei-s  here,  and  tlie  demand  for  goods  within  the  Re- 
public, have  for  the  time  being  dimiuLshed  greatly.  Tills  is  due  to 
the  war  and  to  intsi-nal  matters. 

The  general  buying  public  in  Paraguay  is  accustomed  to  few  im- 
ported luxuries,  and  is  able  to  live  to  a  groat  extent  on  the  products 
of  the  country,  when  noce-ssity  requires  it.  Thus  the  value  of  iinpor- 
tations  will  not  increase  nuiterially  until  conditions  improve.  Even 
if  conditions  here  were  favorable  to  a  large  importation  of  merchan- 
dise, the  greater  part  of  the  surplus  goods  on  hand  in  the  United 
States  is  uiisuited  to  the  needs  and  tastes  of  this  market.  ^ 

Factor  in  Predominance  of  Enropean  Qoods. 

European  mnnnfa<'turers  and  exporters  have  long  since  realized 
that  this  market  differed  from  their  own  markets.  Action  on  this 
knowledge,  by  manufacturing  goods  suited  to  the  mai*ket,  has  been 
one  of  the  principal  factoi-s  in  the  predominance  of  Euroi>ean  goods 
here.  A  study  of  the  peculiar  needs  and  tastes  of  the  buying  public 
here  is  necessaiy  before  goods  can  be  sold  in  ony  considerable 
quantity. 

The  total  value  of  merchandise  imported  into  Paraguoy  is  not  large, 
while  the  expoiiHci  and  dilHi-ulties  in  introducing  goods  are  as  great 
as  in  any  market  in  Latin  America.  Goods  fi*om  the  Ignited  States 
will  never  be  sold  in  Paraguay  in  any  considerable  qtiantity  by  means 
of  catalogues  and  letters.  It  must  l>e  borne  in  mind  that  these  cata- 
logues and  k'tterH.  often  in  English  or  poor  Spanish,  are  competing 
as  saiesinen  with  trained  conuuercial  travelei-s,  experienced  _ in  the 
demands  and  Imsinoss  methods  of  this  country,  who  are  cultivating 
personal  relations  with  tho  importers  here. 

The  value  of  Parajru.iy  as  a  market  for  American  goods  is  as  a 
permanent  market.  Prices  of  goods  offered  by  European  exporters 
must  be  studied  and  met,  A  pei-sonal  relationship  must  be  estab- 
lished between  importers  here  and  manufacturers  and  exporters  in 
tile  United  States,  such  as  exists  between  importers  here  and  exportera 
in  Europe.  Practically  every  importing  house  here  has  some  firm 
in  Europe  which  acts  as  its  representative  in  Europe,  buying  and 
selling  goods  and  extending  credit.  Such  relationships  must  be 
established  by  American  exporters.  Digitized  b.GoOglc 
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BAIE7  PBODUOTS  IS  STAYAOTES  DISIKICT. 

ICoBsul  Maarlce  P.  Dunlap.  Rtaranger,  Korwny.  Oct.  21.1 

At  a  Norwegian  agricultural  school  called  the  Stavanger  Amta 
Landbriiksskole,  an  institution  partly  supported  by  the  local  govcm- 
ment  of  Stavanger  district,  milch  cows  are  kept  for  experiment  and 
profit,  under  very  favorable  conditions.  Not  only  are  the  climatic 
conditions  good  in  this  locality,  but  the  cows  on  this  school's  farm  are 
given  special  care.  Its  milk  production,  therefore,  probably  repre- 
sents as  good  results  as  are  obtained  in  this  section. 

The  expense  of  keeping  cattle  at  the  Stavanger  Landbruksskole 
naturally  comes  higher  than  similar  costs  to  the  ordinary  farmer  of 
the  district.  Each  cow  averages  about  2,610  quarts  a  year,  and  this 
milk,  calculated  at  an  average  price  of  $0.0307  per  quart,  is  worth 
$80.13.  Part  of  this  is  represented  by  butter  worth  a  little  over 
$0.20  per  pound,  and  part  by  skimmed  milk  (some  of  which  is  used 
for  the  calves)  at  a  little  less  than  $0.01  a  quart. 

Peed  and  Other  Expeatei — Can  of  Cattle. 

The  feed  is  the  greatest  item  of  expense  and  one  to  which  special 
attention  is  given  to  secure  good  results.  The  average  amount  of 
feed  consumed  by  a  full-grown  milch  cow  during  a  normal  year  is 
here  given,  together  with  the  average  costs:  Hay,  2,995  pounds, 
$18.2-1;  straw,  931  pounds,  $2.84;  turnips,  5,G96  pounds,  $6.24;  green 
fodder,  6,102  pounds,  $7.50;  ensilage,  1,736  pounds,  $2.11;  mixed 
"strong  feeds,"  948  pounds,  $15.02;  liquid  molasses,  150  pounds, 
$1.28;  pasture  for  45.6  days,  $3.67:  total  cost,  $56.91. 

In  this  district  <K)ttonseed  meal  is  the  most  generally  used  of  the 
"strong,"  or  protein,  feeds,  but  rye  bran,  dried-herring  meal,  and 
soya-bean  meal  are  also  utilized. 

Each  day  during  the  winter,  when  the  feeding  is  most  expensive, 
a  cow  on  the  school's  farm,  giving  lOJ  quarts  of  milk,  consumes 
about  13  pounds  of  hay,  2  pounds  of  straw,  44  pounds  of  turnips,  and 
3  pounds  of  protein  teed,  the  total  value  of  which  comes  to  $0.18. 
The  quantities  may  vary  somewhat,  according  to  the  year;  2  pounds 
less  of  hay  may  be  given  with  2  pounds  more  of  straw  and  more 
protein  feed.  The  average  cow  weighs  770  pounds. 

The  care  given  the  cows  at  the  Landbruksskole  differs  from  that 
ordinarily  given  cattle  in  this  district.  The  average  time  a  cow  is 
out  in  pastui-e  every  year  is  only  45.6  days.  This  is  from  the  first 
half  of  August  until  the  end  of  September  (the  summers  here  are 
very  late),  and  the  cattle  are  out  only  from  9  a.  m.  until  4.30  p.  m. 
Meanwhile  they  also  get  hay  and  protein  feed.  Farmers  usually  keep 
cows  out  much  longer  here;  some  from  the  1st  of  June  until  October. 
The  maintenance  of  these  is  naturally  less  and  does  not  come  to  more 
tikan  $0.05  to  $0.07  a  day  for  each  cow  during  the  summer  months. 

Other  expenses  for  the  care  of  the  cows  at  the  Landbruksskole's 
farm  are  estimated  at  $13.20  per  cow  for  a  normal  year.  These  ex- 
penses include  care  of  the  bam,  medicine,  interest,  etc.  Total  ex- 
penses are  thus  reckoned  at  about  $70.11.  As  the  milk  from  each  cow 
IS  worth  $80.13,  we  find  the  gain  per  annum  on  each  cow  about  $10. 

This  management  of  cattle  yields  two  other  items  of  profit  that  do 
not  appear  in  the  above  figures,  namely,  the  value  of  the  manure  and 
the  EKue  of  animalR  for  Saughtering  and  breeding  purposes.  The 
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COWS  are  tested  for  tuberculosis*  which  is  not  always  the  case  at  other 
farms  and  dairies,  as  there  is  no  Govemment  regulation  compelling  it. 

Tlie  piinils  receive  scientific  and  practical  training  in  the  manage- 
ment of  tiiis  branch  of  farming.  There  are  about  30  pupils — ^joimg 
men  ranging  in  age  from  10  to  25. 
Beceipts  and  Expenditures. 

During  t!ie  year  ended  June  'iO,  1914,  the  cattle  on  the  school  farm 
included  3  bulla,  20  to  32  cows,  and  a  few  heifere  and  young  calves. 
During  thnt  year  the  total  nei  profit  from  dairy  products^  manure, 
and  animals  sold  was  $1U0.79.  A  leaf  from  the  manager*s  account 
book  gives  dctnils  of  the  various  receipts  and  expenditures : 


Items. 


CBROtT. 

Dairy  products  and  cattle  sold 
Uanure  for  imden  and  field.... 
Value  o(  cattle.  June  30, 1914.. 
iQTentory  and  stock  

Total  

DEsrr. 

Value  of  cattle,  Jul;  1,  ]flI3... 

iDventoTT  and  stock  

l*art  o(  stableniBn'a  salary  a. . , . 


Value. 


4,7111.77 


2,020.  oe 

213-41 
76.71 


Items, 


DEBIT— continued. 

T.lKlit  and  lire  

Horse  labor  

Repaint,  frefgbl.  medicine,  etc  

Piofeln  feed  and  molasses  

H»y,  Niraw,  ensilage,  green  fodder 

pasluraeOi  )e»es  

Turnips,  KDbltabL  btets.ete  

Profit  v..  7  

Total  , 


Value. 


98.70 
ia«4 
SR9.34 
SW.1D 

1,01.1.  ro 

110.38 
46a  79 


4,718. 7T 


■  Stableman  fs  paid  Beparately  for  otber  fonn  duUes. 
DalTy  Prodaets  of  Stavanger  District 

The  cool  even  climate  of  Stavanger  would  seem  particularly  favor- 
able for  the  production  of  good  milk,  butter,  and  cheese.  The  dis- 
trict lies  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Norway,  where  the  climate  is  so 
tempered  by  the  Gulf  Stream  that  along  the  const  the  mesn  temper- 
ature for  January  is  only  about  34"  Fahrenheit  and  for  July  about 
55°.  Although  Stavanger  includes  only  one  thirty-fifth  of  Norway's 
area  and  one-eighteenth  of  the  total  population,  the  district  produces 
one-eighth  of  Norway's  total  milk  supply,  namely,  about  39,000,000 
quarts  per  annum. 

In  1914  about  12,000,000  quarts  of  Stavanger's  total  milk  produc- 
tion were  used  to  make  1,000,000  pounds  of  butter.  About  9,000,000 
q^uarts  were  consumed  directly,  some  being  sliipped  to  localities  out- 
side the  district.  About  1,200,000  quarts  were  used  to  make  "dry 
milk."  [Evaj>orating  factories  for  manufacturing  dry  milk  were  de- 
scribed in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  ftr  June  11,  1014.1 
The  amount  has  been  greater  in  previous  years;  the  manufacture  of 
this  product  seems  to  prove  less  and  less  profitable. 

Oiieese  pi-ochu-tion  varies  greatly.  In  1914  about  17,000,000  quarts 
of  milk  wei-e  used  to  make  about  3,500,000  pounds  of  clieose,  while  in 
1913  only  about  10,000,000  quarts  were  used  to  make  cheese.  Cheese 
is  a  very  popiiliir  article  of  food  hero  and  many  varieties  are  made, 
some  being  imitations  of  foreign  makes  (as  Dutch  and  Swiss)  and 
othei-s  peculiarly  Norwegian.  One  variety  much  used  and  considered 
a  S'orwegian  specialty  is  a  goatVmilk  cheese  of  a  light-bi'own  color. 
It  has  a  delicate  flavor  and  an  attractive  appearance.  A  certain 
amount  of  this  cheese  is  sliipped  regularly  from  this  district  to  the 
United  States.  During  the  first  quarter  of  1915,  30,029  pounds  of 
cheese,  principally  goat's  cheese,  was  shipped  to  the  United  States, 
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15^783  pounds  during  the  %oond  quarter,  and  8,402  pounds  during  the 
third  quarter.  The  present  falling  off  is  due  to  the  greatly  increased 
demand  tor  ali  food  products  in  Norway. 

There  are  36  dairies  in  this  district,  employing  160  people.  The 
ordinary  farmer  usually  gets  about  $0.03  a  quart  for  his  Bailk  from 
these  dairies,  and  the  consumer  now  pays  $0.05. 

KEYIVAL  OF  PBOJEGT  FOE  FOB!  ON  ZACAI£  ISLAND. 

[Conml  SI.  U.  Ltiwton,  Tegoelgalpa*  HondaniB.] 

The  project  of  a  port  on  Zacate  Grande  Island,  which  has  been 
under  discussion  for  a  long  time,  has  been  revived  during  the  present 
year.  This  work  in  Fonseca  Bay  would  probably  have  been  started 
the  past  year  had  it  not  been  for  the  retrenchment  made  necessary 
by  the  wax*.  The  projected  improvement,  as  considered  by  Pi-esi- 
dent  Bertrand,  involved  an  expenditure  eventually  of  3,000,000  to 
4,000,000  pesos  ($1,200,000  to  $1,600,000). 

Certain  iu-ms  at  Amapala  have  made  large  profits  in  handling  ship- 
ments. It  is  believed  that  the  establishment  of  a  port  on  Zacate 
Grande  will  eliminate  75  per  cent  of  these  charges,  even  if  no  pier  is 
built.  The  plan  is  to  connect  the  island  with  the  mainland  and  build 
a  road  (preferably  a  tram  line)  to  connect  witlx  the  present  road  to 
Tegucigalpa,  near  Pespire,  a  distance  of  about  25  miles.  The  further 
plan  of  the  President  calls  for  the  erection  of  necessary  buildings, 
barracks,  customhouse,  and  a  small  town  on  the  island.  The  port 
would  be  the  logical  tenninus  for  the  long-contemplated  trans- 
Isthmian  raih-oad  from  Puerto  Cort^  On  2£acate  Island  is  all  the 
rock  necessary  to  make  and  anchor  the  fill  to  the  mainland,  which 
would  be  about  800  feet  long.  There  is  no  wash,  and  the  proposed 
port  is  more  protected  than  is  the  roadstead  at  Amapala. 

CHILEAN  COUHEBCIAL  DELEGATE  TO  TTNITED  STATES. 

[CoBBut  General  L.  J,  Keeaa,  ValparaiBo,  Not.  22.1 

A  Valparaiso  newspaper  states  that  Senor  Don  Jose  A.  del  Campo 
T.,  appointed  Chilean  consul  in  Mobile,  has  been  given  a  special  mis- 
sion as  a  commercial  delegate  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  Central 
American  Republics.  The  newspaper  further  reports  that  Senor  del 
Campo  will  open  a  permanent  exhibition  of  Chilean  products,  par- 
ticularly wines,  in  Chicago  and  New  York;  that  the  samples  will  be 
well  displayed  and  fully  classified,  catalogued,  and  priced. 

Similar  exhibitions  may  be  undertaken  for  a  short  period  in  other 
cities  of  the  United  States  and  in  the  Central  American  Republics. 
He  will  also  make  a  study  of  the  various  industries  in  the  United 
States  which  might  be  successfully  developed  in  Chile. 

It  was  reported  that  Senor  del  Campo  expected  to  sail  for  the 
United  States  immediately. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Fmign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vtw  Tork,  Boom  408  Vnlted  States  Onstomlioiise ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vnited  States  Cnstomh.oase;  OhiosKO.  504  Federal  Btdldlng;  St.  lonls,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  081  Post  Offloe  Building;  New  Orleans,  lOSO 
Bibernla  Bank  Building;  San  Franelseo,  306  TTnited  States  Onstomhoase;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
Bieroe;  Clnoinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Conuneroe; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Comiwree;  Phlladelpliia,  Chamber  of  Oommene. 
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OVK-IRAGACANTH  INDTTSTRY  IN  FKBSIA. 

(Vice  Consul  Rnlph  II.  Bnder,  Teheran,  Oct.  25.] 

The  vai'ious  species  of  Astragalus,  known  in  Persia  as  **  keiin " 
fi-om  which  gum  trngacanth  is  obtained,  grow  on  the  motmtnin  rangre 
whicli  snrrouiid  the  Persian  plain.  The  bushes  producing  the  gam 
grow  to  a  height  of  2  feet.  In  the  spring  when  the  sap  rises  a  part  of 
the  brandies  are  cut  away,  thereby  allowing  the  sap  to  flow  out,  which 
coagulates  within  a  few  hours  on  the  surface  of  the  stalk. 

t  he  price  of  gum  tragacanth  has  increased  5  to  10  per  cent  since 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Europe.  The  present  prices  per  pound 
for  the  difi'erent  grades  of  gum  are  as  follows:  First  gi-ade,  75  cents; 
second  grade,  40  cents;  third  gi'ade,  US  cents;  fouith  grade,  20  cents; 
and  fifth  grade,  12  cents. 

Where  the  Gam  Is  Shipped. 

The  principal  Persian  markets  for  gum  tragacanth  are  Haniadaa, 
Shtraz,  Kerman,  and  Kermanshah.  From  150  to  200  tons  nve  ex- 
ported annually  from  Hamadan  alone.  Before  August  1, 1914,  Iialf 
of  this  amount  was  ship|>ed  to  Hussia  and  the  other  half  to  Anieiics 
and  Great  Britain ;  but  since  that  date  the  amount  shipiH»d  to  Russi* 
has  been  reduced  to  one-fifth,  the  other  four-fifths  going  to  America 
and  Great  Britain. 

TIio  following  table  shows  the  principal  countries  of  destination 
during  the  fiscal  yoava  given  (year  eude<.i  March  20)  : 


Comttrr. 

mi-u 

19U-U 

$4,401 

8,611 
14. 751 
51.402 
S34-.131 
1.^.91S 
477.1*8 
IKS.  604 
16.33J 
4.tt£3 

ins-u 

14.  tm 

51.927 

30.167 
103  371 
432,200 

S7.175 
334.870 
399.801 

62,767 
£0 

ts.en 
law 

10.  M 
46EZi 
3B3.19 
117,  SW 
3tS.2tf 
333.03 
H.U1 
f» 

l,«}7,aS3 

1,251,242 

1,I«5,4U 

ANTIUONT  UDTES  IN  HOITDTmAS. 

H'unsiil  WaltLT  r.  Uoyltf,  I'aerto  Cortea,  Kov.  oO,] 

Because  of  tJie  advance  in  value  of  antimony  incidental  to  the  war 
in  Europe,  the  profitable  exportation  of  antimony  ore  or  stibnite 
assaying  about  70  per  cent  has  bec<tnie  possible  from  a  mine  said  to 
be  rich,  but  hitherto  undeveloped,  because  of  unfavorable  transpor- 
tation conditiims,  and  recently  several  small  shipments  of  ore  have 
been  made  from  this  port  to  New  York.  This  ore  is  mined  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  interior  village  of  Voro  and  has  to  be  transported  si.'S 
days  by  i)iu-k  mule  to  the  Sulaco  River,  thence  two  days  by  canoe 
down  the  viyov  to  Pimienta,  whore  rail  connection  is  made  for 
I'uerto  Cortes.  The  mining  and  shipping  of  this  ore  imder  such 
difficult  transport ati<m  conditions  is  along  the  lino  with  the  claim 
that  has  often  been  made — that  the  interior  of  this  district  was  rich 
in  minerals  and  only  needed  railroads  for  the  development  of  the 
same. 

[Tilt?  name  of  tlie  mine  owner  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Forei^  and 
Douitistic  Oummcrcc  or  one  of  Uk  brunch  oltlceii.   Refer  to  file  No.  G0907.] 
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FBOPOSEO  mEOTXMEHT  OF  70BT  OF  ROTTEBBAX. 

[Conml  Oenerml  Bon»  Lbrtoe,  Rotterdam.  Netberlands,  Oct:  25.1 

According  to  a  bill  that  has  }tist  reached  the  second  chamber  in  the 
Netherlands,  it  is  proposed  first  to  deepen  the  channel  of  the  Kew 
WaterT^'ay  from  Rotterdam  to  the  North  Sea  to  88  feet,  and  later  to 
41  feet  nt  ordinary  high  tide. 

It  is  pointed  out  in  the  explanatory  memorandum  that  the  works 
carried  out  in  recent  years  have  made  a  continuous  channel  for  the 
entire  length  of  the  waterway  at  least  328  feet  wide  and  31.2  feet 
deep  at  ordinary  high  tide  <2G.2  feet  at  ordinary  low  tide),  and  have 
also  considerably  improved  the  mouth  of  the  waterway.  Thus  ships 
with  a  draft  of  30.8  feet  can  at  present  pass  through  the  waterway 
in  both  directions  at  ordinary  high  tide. 

The  work  of  deepening  will  require  the  dredging  of  10,404,000 
cubic  yards,  the  cost  being  estimated  at  $1,005,000.  Expenditures  for 
improvements  in  the  part  called  "Zuiden"  are  estimateKl  at  $201,000; 
for  altering  the  course  of  the  river  near  Maassluis,  at  $402,000 ;  and  for 
other  expenditures,  at  $402,000.  The  total  cost  will  tlierefore  be 
$2,010,000. 

Ne^tiations  with  the  municipal  authorities  of  Rotterdam  are  still 
pendmg.  The  bill  contains  the  stipulation  that  the  work  will  not  be 
undertaken  before  Rotterdam  haa  agreed  to  pay  one-third  of  the 
expenses. 


FBUIT  OROWnrO  IN  FEBNIE  DISTRICT. 

[Coaaal  Thomas  D.  Bowman,  Fernle,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Dec.  6.] 

Fruit  nnd  vegetables  are  beginning  to  assume  some  importance  as  a 
product  of  the  Fernie  consular  district.  This  industry  is  confined  to 
the  Arrow  Lake  region,  in  the  vicinity  of  Nelson.  During  the  1915 
season  31  carloads  of  fruit  were  shipped  from  this  region.  About  10 
carloads  of  apples  and  10  carloads  of  potatoes  are  still  in  storage, 
ready  for  the  market.  This  makes  a  total  marketable  production  of 
51  carloads  for  the  season,  besides  several  carloads  shipped  to  jam 
factories  of  which  there  are  no  available  records. 

There  was  a  short  fruit  crop  in  British  Columbia  this  year.  In 
spite  of  this  fact  the  growers  of  this  district  encountered  dimculty  in 
marketing  their  crops.  Three  carloads  of  apples  were  flipped  to 
England  and  the  remainder  was  sold  in  Canada. 


UST  OF  CEHSTTS  FUBUCATIOVS  FBEFASED. 

The  United  States  Census  Bureau  has  for  free  distribution  a  "  Cir- 
cular of  Information  Concerning  Census  Publications  "  (Circular  No. 
2),  which  gives  a  list  of  all  Census  publications  from  1790  to- the 
present  time,  classified  according  to  subjects,  with  brief  descriptions 
of  their  contents.  A  separate  list  shows,  in  chronological  order,  the 
various  decennial  and  "  intercensal "  publications  of  the  Census 
Bureau,  and  describes  the  relationships  of  the  Thirteenth  Census 
reports  and  bulletins  to  one  another.  Anyone  desiring  a  copy  of  this 
91-page  pamphlet  m^  obtain  it  by  addressing  the  Director  of  the 
Census,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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FOBEiaH  TBASE  OFPOBTXnsmES. 

[Where  addrcucs  tn  omitted  ther  tony  be  obtalocd  Crom  the  Barean  and  Its  feMseh 

Seicape  cJcratinff  apparafm.  No.  lfl.'S32. — An  American  (>otistilnr  ofTIre  r^wrts 
that  bids  will  hp  npeiiwl  Jniiunry  31,  IftK!,  for  provitltiig  the  sewer  system 
in  oiw  of  the  larsi'  cities  in  (,'iille  with  an  eifvator.  Furthw  infonnntlon 
may  Ih>  olitaintHl  from  tlu>  Kiireau  or  its  braticli  oBicea. 

Qcneral  rcpi<wntation.  No.  IO'kIS. — A  letter  to  tl»e  Bureau  states  tliat  a  firm  of 
commission  iificnts  In  Otuiiula  desires  to  represent  muuufueturerij  or 
exporters.  No  jjarticular  line  is  siiecifled. 

Enamel  trarr.  lamps,  etc..  No.  1!)."34. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
an  Anierienn  wlio  desires  to  represent  uianafactui-ers  of  enamel  wni-e, 
himps,  plciure  molding,  stationery,  and  white-enameli'd  rice  bowls  In  the 
Straits  Settlements.  The  inquirer  states  tliat  he  has  lived  Id  tlie  Straits 
Settlements  for  nearly  10  years.    Ileferences  furulshetl. 

ilica  a»d  wolfram.  No.  1!).">:J."». — A  letter  to  the  liureau  from  Argentina  stiites 
that  an  owner  of  two  mines,  one  of  mica  and  the  other  of  wolfriini,  desiccH 
to  find  a  market  for  these  t^vo  minerals.  It  Is  stAted  that  from  10,000  to 
15,000  kilos  of  wolfram,  and  from  2,(KK>  to  3.000  kilos  of  lulca  are  taken  out 
monthly,  but  it  Is  possible  to  lncrea.se  this  output.  If  neeessary.  Specimem 
of  the  minerals  are  being  forwarded,  and  when  they  orrlTC  may  be 
Iu8pecte4l  at  the  Itureau  or  its  branch  ofTices. 

Toytt,  Jctrclry,  etc..  No.  10530. — ^The  llureau  Is  informed  that  n  btuslnesa  man  tn 
Spain  desires  to  corresiwnd  with  manufacturers  of  toys;  jewelry;  art  metal 
goods;  hair  ornaments,  with  gold  or  gflt  tlnlsh;  crystal  or  fine  glass;  ami 
novelties.    Corrtwpondeuce  iu  Spaulsh  preferred. 

Men't  collars,  No.  19"»."t7. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that  a 
leading  iial)er(lnsliery  desires  cntaloguew,  uttmplea.  prices,  and  tliscounts  on 
men's  collars  of  the  varitms  styles,  such  as  standing,  winged,  turned-down 
anil  unslarclied.  It  is  slated  that  the  samples  Khonid  be  plainly  mnrketl 
"  Samples,  without  commercial  value,"  to  obviate  the  payment  of  imiwrt 
dutj'.  The  terms  askeil  for  are:  One-third  of  Invoice  to  accompany  order, 
one-third  on  arrival  of  goods,  and  balance  90  days  tliereafter. 

Indigo,  No.  19r>38. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  India  states 
that  an  exporting  firm  In  his  <listrict  desin-s  to  find  a  market  lu  the  United 
States  for  Indigo.   Gable  address  given. 

Pbotoffraphie  mppllcti.  No.  IOri.3!). — An  Amerlcjm  consular  officer  In  Spain  re- 
ports that  there  Is  still  a  shorlnge  lu  thnt  country  of  phott^praphlc  sup- 
plies, detailed  Infonnntloii  of  which  was  jmblished  lu  Pomukkce  Repobtb 
for  August  5.  A  list  of  Spiiuisli  liruis  huudliug  photographic  goods  may  be 
htid  from  the  Bureau  of  Koi-eign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  briiiicli 
offlces. 

MacJiinrry,  No.  Ifiri-lO,— .\  cniuuierci;il  attiiclii''  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
informs  the  bureini  thnt  n  tirni  of  mnnufiicturers'  ;ifrents  in  l-'nince  desires 
nnmcs  and  addresses  of  Dutnufncturers  of  uuichiuery  fur  makii^  tin  boxes. 
('iiti)!o;:ues,  price  lists,  ami  full  information  should  be  sent  ns  soon  as 

possible. 

Brass  Iiii'dc.  No.  lOa-Il. — A  report  from  a  cojuinerciitl  nttach6  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  ('onnnerce  states  that  he  has  an  inquiry  for  names  of  mauufaoturcrs 
of  brass  hinges,  1  miUluieter  iu  gauge,  20  mlllhncters  wide,  and  3  metc» 
in  length. 

Cash  registers,  ayricultnral  imidcmaita,  etc.,  No.  19.">42.— A  report  from  nn 
American  consulnr  oilicer  in  Uns.sin  states  that  a  company  in  his  district  de- 
sires to  roniiiuiniciito  with  manufacturers  of  cash  registers,  agricultural 
machines.  ty|)ewriters.  and  drugs,  w^ith  a  view  to  becoming  selling  agent  for 
same.  Dluiensions.  weights,  currency,  and  correspondence  should  be  given 
In  Itusslan,  and  prices  quoted  c.  1. 1.  Itnsslan  port 

Bacon  anil  hutivr.  No.  i;)ri4;j. — An  Amerlciiu  consular  officer  in  Spain  rcimrts 
tb:it  a  firm  wishes  to  conimuidciile  wiiii  American  exporters  of  bacon  and 
butter.   Correfqtoudonce  should  be  in  Spanish. 
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HOSTICXn.T0RAL  CROPS  IH  SOITTHEBN  FBAHCE. 

[Censul  General  A.  aadln,  MarBeillp,  Nor.  22.1 

It  has  been  ofiiciaUj  estimated  that  at  tho  be^nning  of  November 
the  horticultural  crop  conditions  in  southern  France  were  approxi- 
mately as  follows:  Olives,  40  per  cent  normal;  market  garden  prod- 
ucts, (i5  per  cent ;  walnuts  and  chestnuts,  75  per  cent ;  apples  and  pears, 
60  per  cent ;  flowers,  50  per  cent.  The  olive  fly  has  caused  considerable 
damage  to  the  olive  crop,  which  has  not  yet  been  gathered  to  any 
extent.  Tho  floral  culture  has  suffered  from  the  scarcity  of  compe- 
tent labor  and  decreased  demand. 


TTSE  OP  AHEBIOAZr  SALT  FOBK  IH  DENMABE. 

(Consul  General  E.  D.  Wlnnlow,  Copenhagen,  Nor.  16.1 

About  25,000  pounds  of  American  salted  pork  are  being  consumed 
daily  in  the  city  of  Copenhagen.  The  pork  must  be  sold  at  not  over 
$0.19028  per  pound.  Permission  will  be  granted  at  the  close  of  this 
month,  it  is  thought,  allowin^^  Danish  packers  to  smoke  and  cure 
American  salted  meats.  A  maximum  price  will  also  be  established  for 
these  cured  meats  of  about  $0.21708  per  pound.  There  is  no  duty  to  be 
paid  on  these  imported  provisions,  but  tlie  high  freight  charges  from 
American  seaports  are  a  great  drawback  to  a  more  extended  move- 
ment. 

n£W  ZEALAHD  BEVEITVES  ABB  EXFENBITTTBES. 

[Consul  Oeneral  Alfred  A.  WInslow,  Auckland,  Nov.  5.] 

The  estimated  revenues  of  the  New  Zealand  Government  for 
1015-lG  as  fixed  by  the  revenue  and  tax  laws  in  force  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  have  been  placed  at  $56,81^2,490,  against  $60,550,414 
for  1914-15.  This  deficiency  has  been  more  than  provided  for  in 
special  war  taxes,  principally  on  internal  taxes,  such  as  increased 
postage,  bank-check  tax,  increased  income  and  land  tax,  etc.,  and  a 
1  per  cent  surtax  on  all  imports.  It  is  estimated  that  these  will 
bring  the  receipts  up  to  about  $65,697,750,  and  a  Government  loan  is 
to  be  placed  for  $9,733,000  to  cover  internal  improvements  and  con- 
struction work.  It  is  proposed  to  continue  public  worlcs  tliis  year 
as  usual  if  labor  is  available. 

Mar-u  1057 
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SUBSIDY  UBOEB  FOB  SFAmSH  USE  TO  NEW  TOBE. 

[Conitul  Graoral  Cari  Bailey  Ilarst,  Barcelona,  Spain,  Nor.  12.] 

The  official  statistics  of  the  Spanish  Navy  and  merchant  marine 
show  that  on  January  1,  1915,  there  were  in  Siniin  217  sailing  vessels 
and  640  steamers,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  904,000,  divided  into  30,000 
for  sailing  vessels  and  874,000  for  steamers.  l?he  total  tonnage  shows 
an  advance  over  1914  of  28,000  tons. 

The  principal  shipowners  of  Spain  are  the  Compaiiia  Trasatlantica 
of  Barcelona,  which  has  a  fleet  of  22  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  102,000 ; 
Pinillos  y  Compania  of  Cadiz,  11  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  55,000; 
Soto  y  Aznar,  30  vessels,  exclusively  for  freight,  with  a  tonnage  of 
86,000;  and  the  Vasco-Andalnza  of  Ibarra  y  Compania,  of  Seville, 
which  has  29  steamers  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade.  Two  of  the 
steamers  belonging  to  the  Compania  Trasatlantica  are  of  10,000  toas 
each,  and  two  of  those  belonging  to  Pinillos  y  Compania  are  of 
slightly  over  8,000  tons  each. 

The  Spanish  press  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  existing  conditions 
are  highly  favorable  to  the  development  of  the  Spanish  merchant 
marine,  and  the  action  of  the  Spanish  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York  in  soliciting  a  subvention  from  the  Spanish  Government  to 
facilitate  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  steamers  between  Vigo, 
Spain,  and  New  York,  is  approved.  Should  the  present  condition 
of  the  Spanish  treasury  not  warrant  the  granting  of  such  a  subvrai- 
tion,  it  is  proposed  that  the  Spanish  Government  guarantee  interest 
of  6  per  cent  on  the  capital  tJiat  ma^  be  devoted  to  the  enterprise, 
in  order  to  give  the  movement  a  certain  moral  support  and  overcome 
any  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  capitalists  considering  invest- 
ment in  the  new  line. 


STBEET  BJULWAT  AND  FOVEB  PLANT  FOB  HABBIN. 

[Consul  C.  K.  Hoser,  HarbiD,  China,  Not.  B.] 

It  is  reported  that  a  company  of  Chinese  and  Bussian  capitalists 
has  been  oi^anized  under  the  name  of  "  Energia  "  which  plans  to  under- 
take the  construction  of  an  electric  street  railway  and  power  plant  tor 
Harbin.  The  company  has  sent  a  statement  to  the  municipal  council 
which  it  asks  the  council  to  present  before  the  general  assembly  of 
delegates  for  its  consideration.  The  statement  proposes  that  a 
joint  stock  company  be  organized  and  that  the  municipality  be  per- 
mitted to  participate  in  the  company  on  the  condition  that  a  proper 
franchise  be  granted  and  that  a  special  committee  appointed  oy  the 
delegates  for  the  purpose  will  draw  up  satisfactory  arrangements 
for  the  terms  and  working  of  the  company.  It  is  "stated  that  the 
company  has  purchased  two  special  street  railway  engines  of  6  horse- 
power each,  with  corresponding  voltage,  and  that  the  machines  are  on 
their  way  to  Harbin. 


Si^^  Crop  of  J^ian. 

The  Board  of  Trade  Journal  (London)  states  that  the  new  sugar 
crop  of  Japan  is  estimated  at  4,900,000  piculs  (about  5,833,333  hun- 
dredweight of  112  pounds)  of  centrifugal  sugar  and  500,000  picols 
(about  595^38  hundredweight)  of  brown-sugar. 
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THE  WOOL  CLIP  US  H£W  ZEALAIH). 

tConaul  Goncral  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Nov.  5.1 

The  wool  clip  of  1915  in  New  Zculand  promises  an  average  yield  if 
it  can  be  clipped  in  time.  There  is  a  shortap;e  of  sheeji  shearers  and 

the  price  of  shearing;  has  advanced  from  $i.8()  per  100  head  (the 
official  scale  rate)  to  $5.46,  offered  hy  many  of  tlie  owners  of  herds  of 
sheep  in  order  to  get  t!ie  work  done  in  season.  The  sheep  industry  is 
prospering  in  this  Dominion  and  the  yield  of  wool  is  estimated  at 
575,000  bales  for  1915  against  560,000  tales  for  1914,  and  the  export 
of  frozen  mutton  and  lamb  has  exceeded  any  previous  ye^r. 

Wool  Shipments  to  TTnttecl  States — Home  Coasnmptlon. 

Now  that  the  embargo  on  the  expoi-tation  of  wool  to  the  United 
States  has  been  conditionally  removed,  arrangements  are  under  way 
to  make  extensive  sliipments  as  soon  as  this  season's  clip  is  ready, 
which  sliould  be  by  the  end  of  Novemlter,  when  better  prices  are  ex- 
pected to  prevail,  especially  for  the  hettci'  grades.  In  reviewing  the 
situation  and  outlook  a  leading  daily  of  this  city  said,  in  paH: 

High  prices  for  wool  are  likely  to  rule  tUirlnR  thfi  fortliconilnjr  senaoii.  Tlipra 
la  expected  to  !»  the  mms  healthy  demnnd  from  (Ircat  Britnln  for  the  eorn- 
niodity.  The  New  Zealand  manufactuier.H  with  Defense  I>ei)artment  orders  to 
fill  in  addition  to  ordlimry  business  will  require  at  least  ils  mucli  as  they  did 
last  year,  and  the  export  of  wool  to  America  ia  to  bo  iK-rmittwl,  which  will  brinft 
American  wool  bnyera  ajsaln  into  the  market  The  Americans  were  not  allowMl 
to  operate  nt  least  8cnt;on*s  sales  of  crossbml  wools. 

The  New  Zealand  woolen  mills  are  expected  lo  consume  about 
20,000  bales,  against  14,000  for  la.st  year,  leaving  555,000  bales  for  ex- 
port. Quite  a  large  portion  of  the  home  consumption  will  be  put  into 
uniform  material.  Some  of  tlie  woolen  mills  are  working  overtime, 
and  more  will  do  so  if  efficient  operators  can  be  found. 

It  seems  clear  that  this  will  have  a  decidedly  favorable  influence 
over  business  relations  with  the  United  States.  The  outlook  is 
brightening,  and  with  six  months  more  of  energetic  push  on  the  part 
of  American  interests  for  this  trade  nearly  normal  conditions  may  be 
expected,  with  American  imports  well  in  advance  of  any  previous 
record  for  New  Zealand.  In  this  connection  I  wouhl  warn  American 
exporters  against  shipping  anything  to  New  Zealand  below  grades 
ordered,  for  it  seriously  affects  business  in  general,  not  only  for  the 
present,  but  for  the  future. 


STOCKS  OF  COTTON  IN  BUSSIA. 

[Board  of  Trado  Joomal,  London,  Nov.  25.] 

The  Torgovo  Promyshlennaya  Gazette  (Petrograd)  of  October  26 
publishes  an  article  to  the  effect  that  the  committee  attending  to  the 
question  of  stocks  of  raw  cotton  in  Russia  instituted  a  comprehensive 
inquiry  on  this  subject  on  September  7.  The  result  of  the  inquiry, 
which  was  recently  concluded,  shows  that,  according  to  replies  re- 
ceived from  spinners  controlling  7,878,043  spindles,  the  cotton  in 
stock  at  works  or  held  by  works  in  European  Kussia  and  in  Central 
Asia,  as  well  as  cotton  in  transit,  amounts  to  502,167  bales  of  500 
pounds.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  figures,  it  was  estimated,  ac- 
cording to  replies  received  from  33  firms,  that  the  total  quantity  of 
cotton  neld  by  cotton  dealers  and  brokers,  banks,  and  other  interme- 
diaries amounted  to  148^728  bales. 
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TRADE  07  FEBV  IN  1914. 

[Board  or  I'nide  Journal,  Londoo,  Nov.  25.1 

The  Boletin  de  las  Aduanas  del  Peru  (Callno)  of  September  4 
publishes  a  review  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Peru  in  1914,  from  whidi 
the  following  particulars  are  extracted : 

The  value  of  the  total  foreign  trade  of  Peru  in  1914  amounted  to 
$66,163,571,  as  compared  with  $74,100,044  in  1913,  a  decrease  of 
10.7  per  cent.  This  retrograde  movement  was  due  to  the  European 
war  and  was  chiefly  apparent  in  the  import  trade,  which  fell  off  20.7 
per  cent.  The  fact  that  only  a  small  decrease  was  shown  in  the  value 
of  the  total  exports  (about  4  per  cent)  may  be  ascribed  to  the  high 
prices  paid  for  certain  of  the  principal  products  of  the  country.  The 
following  table  shows  the  shares  of  the  principal  countries  in  the 
import  and  export  trade  of  Peru  in  1913  and  1914 : 


Countries. 

Imports  tato  PartL 

Exports  from  Para 

UU 

1814 

UU 

1914 

tS,Ml,a34 

T,  779,61s 
6, 13S,G02 
1,860.413 
1,23S,393 
l,3iia.014 
l,0OB.g39 

s.eao.s23 

97,043,938 
Q,.SI4,0G3 
3,  US,  640 
1.33B.321 
Kl  242 
759.047 
436.130 
2,678, 7H 

Sl4,7ei,3S6 
16.  sad, 939 
3,069,598 
1,214.177 
7.S67 
l,6«8.ttO 
G,8M.9» 
1,632,870 

914,837,7m 
15,933,398 
1,600^*41 
997. 3M 
49.  a? 

743,  at 

3.87>,ed5 

30,flU,033 

a8,«l6,Ul 

4t,«9,01l 

4a,00S,4S0 

Import  Trade,  by  Articles. 

The  principal  items  contributing  to  the  import  trade  were  as  fol- 
lows in  1913  and  1914: 


Artidss. 


1S13 


1914 


ArtfdM. 


ins 


1914 


Fe^tiUwrs  

Ofb,  industrial  

RkM  

Boots  and  Bhoea  

Coal  

Railway  and  tnmway  oar- 

rlagw  

Cement  

Pbanoaeentioal  speefalties. 
Cotton,  woolen,  and  silk 

goods ■ 
Iron  In  sheets  and  bars.... 


S2S6,£83 
745.614 
54A.313 
309.313 
1,466.379 

S46.313 
3X0.385 
348.948 

3.234.281 
U7.S03 


990.896 
064.297 
404.  Ml 
270.410 
1,365,929 

352. 23C 
334  e»4 
2Sl.t09 

2,824.803 
863,343 


Hemp  and  cotton  thread. 
Wood,  [timttnre  and  cabl- 

net  

A^rlcaltural  machinery  

InduMrial  machinery  

Foundry  plant  , 

Paoer,  plain  and  printed. 
Ralls  and  railway  material 

Saoks,  empty  

Hats  

Wbo.it  

Wines  


9334.  SM 

1,S31.K71 
703  2«3 
421.634 

1,049.933 
M'1.674 
632.737 
450. 964 
303.064 

1,247.376 
379,617 


1,538.  m 

6S2.4S1 
377.  MO 
788.  Ml 
4M.aB9 
7S3.439 
43S.77I 
2ZS.917 
1,031.  n? 
164,999 


Principal  Exports  and  Their  Values. 

During  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  the  Peruvian  export  trade 
showed  notable  increases,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  European  war 
the  year  would  have  marked  a  record.  The  following  table  gives  the 
values  of  the  principal  exports  from  Peru  during  the  years  1913  and 
1914: 


Artldes. 

1913 

1914 

Artidas. 

1913 

1914 

9090,338 
2,G15,4£0 
380,693 
6,874,730 
7,615,313 
9,970,207 

9028,510 
2,470,182 
303,143 
13,852, 193 
7,376,358 
3, 179,  ISO 

P«troIenmand  Its  prod  nets 

94,430,106 
821,573 
8,635,376 
8,168,791 
391,073 
577,839 

94.934.731 
30,689 
3,753,459 
6,9*0.847 
187,  Ul 
248.989 

yfovi  

Rice  

Col  Ion  and  cotton  »ed.. 
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IMFOBTS  AND  EXPORTS  OF  COFFER. 

The  imports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston,  New 
Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan,  during  the  week 
ended  December  4, 1915|  were  as  follows : 


Countries. 

0:e.  matte  mid  'C^ulus 
(oopiier  conlenls). 

PIrs,  Ingots,  lia-s, 
ptalei,  and  old,  etc 

Poiindt. 

+17.015 
l,a\2  VOO 

247. m 

$11,010 

85  032 
39.1,7s 

Pounds. 
104,951 

SL7,824 

1,777,888 

105,  KiO 

104,951 

17,024 

The  dome9tic  exports  of  pig3,  bars,  etc.,  from  the  same  customs 
districts  amounted  to  20,332,169  pounds,  valued  at  83,802,107. 
The  principal  countries  of  destination  follow : 


Countries. 

Pin,  tagotf .  bus. 
platen  and  old,  ate. 

Plei,  fngoU,  bars, 
plans,  and  old,  etc 

Countries. 

Pip,  iBgots,  bars, 
plates,  and  «d,  ato. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Ponoda. 

Valtw. 

Deimnik.. 

France  

Italy  

N  e  Iher- 
lands .... 
Norway  ... 
Russia  

671,  M4 
7.871.654 
1,725,041 

44.7S.<> 
225,734 
075,  7U 

S12S, 453 
1,418,  OSS 
315,213 

8,  SOB 
40,963 
121,787 

England . . . 
Scot  land . . . 

Caoftda  

Cuba  .  .. 

275,548 
5,701,521 
302, 1.S5 
87,  Ml 
451. G30 
130,208 

152,  F97 
1,126, 70S 
74.  .'0» 
17,375 
83,  £40 
24,  U7 

RuRBia  In 
Asia  

All  01  her 
countries 

Total. 

l,g05,6GS 
168.059 

(302,078 
32,057 

^0.333,109 

S.SO^IOT 

AaRICUITVRAI  RETURNS  FOR  SCOTLAND. 

[Consul  Eufua  Flemins,  Edinbnrgh,  Not.  22.] 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  has  issued  a  preliminary  statement  show- 
ing the  estimated  total  yield  of  wheat,  barley,  oats,  "beans,  and  hay  ia 
Scotland  in  1915  compared  with  1914.   The  figures  follow : 


Crops. 

1911 

19U 

Crops. 

1014 

1915 

StuheU. 
3.560  816 
7.303  400 
98,9:0.  FOO 
235,424 

3.969.3ra 
6.02S.2H) 
30,081.  «24 
108,353 

Hay: 

From  rotaUm  gxtaa. . 
From  permanent 
gmsa  

TotuA 
829. 150 

164,856 

86,450 

TontA 

843,  on 

142,908 
79,340 

From  timothy  mead- 

•  Long  ton  ot  3,340  pounds. 


District  0fBU»8  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

JTew  York,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  elErtateenth  floor 
Vnited  States  Castombonse;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  40S  Third 
Hational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta.  821  Post  Office  Building;  Kew  Orleani,  lOSO 
Hlbernia  Bank  Building;  San  Franeiuo,  306  Vnlted  States  Onstomhonie;  Seattle, 
9S3  Alaska  Btillding.  Cooperative  district  offices:  GleTeland,  Ckamher  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles.  Chamber  of  Conuneree; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  FbiladelpUa,  Cbamber  of  Commerce. 
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COUXEECE  OF  THE  FOBT  OF  SANTOS. 

[Consal  CbarleH  L.  Latham,  Santos,  Brazil.] 

The  value  of  the  impoi-ts  into  the  port  of  Santos,  Brazil,  from 
foreign  countries  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915,  according  to  the 
data  collected  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  of  the  State  of  Sao 
Paulo,  was  $27,077,260,  compared  with  $33,111,704  for  the  same 
period  in  1914. 

Although  there  was  a  large  decrease  for  the  1915  period  the  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  increased  in  value  by  nearly  $1,000,000, 
and  the  imports  from  Argentina  show  a  considerable  increase.  ITie 
import  trade  bv  countries  into  the  port  for  the  first  nine  months  of 
1914  and  1915  follows: 


Coonblea. 

Jan.-£ept., 
1914. 

Jan.-Sent., 
1915. 

Countries. 

Jui.-Sept., 
1914. 

JaiL-^Sept, 

im: 

Germany  

14.764  40a 
3,090  7{V1 
40S)  .'.29 
1.2S0  481 
S,2PA.130 
2, 168.775 

I7iin.  fM 
6,017  0<4 
41.^78 
4S  516 
t.n)3.435 
1,118,885 

Great  Britain  

IS.A34.138 
3..W9.257 
1  47n  MH 
3  .4.^  3fl 

14.963.  »1 
3, 130  Ml 

i.oM.oe 

3.6C.W 

Italy   

A  ustrlo-H  angary  

United  States  

S3,lll,nH 

37,077.  MS 

Prlnelpal  Artlolet  of  Impoit 

Some  of  the  principal  articles  and  their  value  imported  into  the 
port  for  the  nine  months  are  given  below : 


AitlcUa. 


Cotton  In  bolM  and  manu- 
factared  sriidrs  

Steel  In  ban  and  In  manu- 
taclured  artlolcs  

IndusLrial  nuctainery  

Agriciiltuial  maoUsory  ... 

Varioas  machinery  and  ma- 
chincTT  parts  

CbemlctJ  prodaots  and 

fibormacentlad  special- 
les  

Bkln  and  laatber  prepared 
for  manufBoture  


Jaa.-Sept., 
1914. 

Tan.-Sept., 
1915. 

Artldea. 

Jat).-8ept., 
1S14. 

Jan.- 
8«pt., 
IVU. 

Il,&64.043 

3,145.6M 
404.776 
72,953 

2,919,239 

635,688 
678,208 

11,109,820 

1,917,280 
207, R33 
31. £33 

1,019,926 

1,011.^ 
842,673 

Spun  lute  and  bemp  (or 

 ; 

$'■47,  4?4 

04-1. 

1,  r:7.  ^56 

41",  lis 

:to,  iH 

8364,888 

1.378  181 
1,017,190 
e94,31S 

Winp,  line  and  common  

3.988,907 

605,218 
1,835,911 
2,31«,7» 
49,S1» 

laereased  Export  Trade. 

In  contrast  to  the  decreased  import  value  there  was  an  increase  of 
$7,500,000  in  the  exports  of  the  port  during  the  first  nine  months  of 
1915  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1914.  The  United  States  was 
far  in  the  lead  in  the  value  of  purchases,  as  shown  by  the  following 
table  of  exports  by  countries : 


Coantito. 


J  an  .-Sept., 
1914. 


Tan.-Sepl., 
1915. 


Countries. 


Jan.-8ept., 
1914. 


Jan.~Sciit., 
1915. 


Oemany  

Areentlna  

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium  

Damnatk  

Vnlltd  States.... 

Ftaoee   

OreatBrltalo.... 


87.346,449 
1,381,125 
2,927,300 
2,031,418 
152,  f  45 

82,078,071 
5.203,438 
%082,U1 


81,387,976 


1,486,906 
33,700,791 
8,6^0,864 
8,318,107 


Spain  

Holland  

Italy  

Norway  

Sweden  

otLar  oooQtilai  

Total  


SMS,  630 
7,494,827 
1,451,074 
60,073 
7110,878 
6M;367 


$807,610 
11,11^408 
2,S8K,413 

^716,738 

728,  in 


05,230,678 


72,720,087 
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The  principal  tirfciclea  of  export  and  their  value  follow: 


Articles. 

Jan.-Sept., 
1»14 

Jan. -Sept., 
IMS. 

Articles. 

JaiL-Sept., 
1914. 

Jaa.-8epb« 
1915. 

164.582,576 

577,  a;4 

141.413 

•49,  SU 
U9,3(I8 

ChiUed  meat  

Bubber  

3,115 

6,22S 

The  quantity  of  coffee  exported  in  the  1915  period  was  7,809,564 
sacks  against  5,325,527  sacks  for  the  first  nine  montlu  of  1914. 


AUEBICAN  CONSTJLAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Stanw. 

Explra- 
tlimof 
venue. 

Addnn 

Sobertson,  W.  UeiUT  

Amoy,  China  

Fort  Erie,  Cumda 
Duenot  Alrei,  Artcn- 
tina. 

Ixtiu  enco  U  a  r  q  u  e  1, 
PortuguK*  £«■( 
Africa. 

ven  Cnu,  Hazfw . . . . 

Dee.  SI 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Deo.  31 

Jan.  5 
Dee.  » 

Jan.  11 

Feb.  1 
Jan.  S 

Department  of  Stat  e,Wasblng;ton,  D.  S, 

Do. 
Do. 
Letres,  Del, 

Branch  odletL  Burean  o(  Forelgo  aM 
DomesUo  Commeroe,  Kew  Yorl^ 

(<•)  " 

L«tiu  Club,  110  West  FUtr^eventa 
Street.  New  Yoik  Cltj. 

B  ureau  of  Foreign  and  Domastlr  Com* 
merce,  Room  409,  Customhouse, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Winchester,  Ind. 

2C07  Eleveath  Street  HW.,  Wasblnt. 

ton,  D.  C. 

■  The  tour  of  American  cIMps  bj  Ootiniil  Genera)  Tbomas  Sammonn,  of  Shanf;hal,  Includes 
Rochester.  Albany,  Cannjoharle.  New  York.  Detroir,  Chlcnsu.  Seattle,  Tncoma,  Portland, 
and  San  Francteco,  concludln;;  at  the  latter  pincu  Jan,  4,  lOlG.  lie  wUl  confer  with  bosl- 
nesa  men  at  tbeae  places  who  are  interested  in  trade  in  China. 


INDIGO  CHOP  OF  BBITISH  IHSIA. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  X^ondon,  Not.  25.] 

The  Gazette  of  India  (Simla)  of  October  16  publishes  a  first  for&- 
cast  of  the  1915-lC  indigo  crop  in  British  India,  based  upon  reports 
received  from  the  six  Provinces  that  contain  practically  tlio  whole 
area  under  indigo  in  Brtish  India. 

The  total  area  is  estimated  at  253,100  acres,  as  compared  with 
116,500  acres  in  the  previous  crop  year.  The  season  has,  on  the  whole, 
been  successful  except  in  Bihar  and  Orissa,  and  in  the  Punjab.  Esti- 
mates of  yield  are  not  ordinarily  given  at  this  stage,  but  provisional 
estimates  have  been  made  in  the  special  circumstances  or  this  year, 
and  the  total  yield  is  placed  at  38,500  hundredweight  of  112  pounds. 
The  final  forecast  for  the  1914-15  season  estimated  the  indigo  yield 
for  that  season  at  24,900  hundredweight. 
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BirSSXAir  FEBTIUZEB  INBUSTRT. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal.  London,  Nor.  29.1 

The  following  information  regarding  the  artificial -fertilizer  in- 
dustry in  Russia  is  extracted  from  an  article  that  appeared  in  the 
Russian  press. 

Chemical  fei-tilizers  are  comparatively  little  used  in  Buss'ia,  owinff 
partly  to  the  primitive  and  unintensive  methods  of  cultivation,  and 
partly  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  of  manure. 
Artificial  manure  stands  at  a  price  that  renders  it  inaccessible  to  a 
large  number  of  farmers. 

The  principal  kind  of  chemical  fertilizer  in  use  in  Russia  is  phos- 
phates, which  are  imported  in  considerable  quantities  from  western 
Europe.  Although  there  are  in  Russia  various  phosphate  deposits, 
they  have  been  little  exploited,  and  the  bulk  of  the  quantity  used  has 
been  imported.  Factories  producing  phosphates  hardly  exist  in  tite 
interior  of  Russia,  and  until  this  state  of  affairs  is  changed  the  present 
high  prices  for  imported  fertilizers  must  continue  to  be  paid.  Nevw 
theless,  experiments  in  the  use  of  such  fertilizers  have  proved  so 
satisfactory  that  recently  their  use  has  considerably  developed. 

Of  the  total  supply  about  79  per  cent  has  come  from  aoroad  and 
the  remainder  from  Russian  manufacturers.  The  greater  part  of 
the  fertilizers  manufactured  in  Russia  came  from  factories  in  Poland, 
which  in  consequence  of  the  war  were  obliged  to  decrease  their  output. 
toportaDM  of  Alkali  Prodnetloii  in  SnsEla. 

The  alkaline  salts  that  were  imported  from  Germany  to  the  extent 
of  over  1,607,000  hundredweight  mi^t  to  some  degree  be  replaced  by 
ashes,  which  at  present  are  unused.  Alkaline  salts  are  produced  only 
by  some  ^all  factories  that  make  potash  from  sunflower  seeds  and 
tobacGOj  exclusively  for  export.  Tlie  importance  of  alkali  for  many 
industneSj  which  in  the  past  have  depended  upon  imports  of  this 
material  from  Germany,  renders  the  question  of  the  production  of 
this  article  in  Russia  worthy  of  the  most  serious  consideration.  Ex- 
periments made  by  the  Moscow  Agricultural  Institute  have  shown 
the  possibility  of  producing  alkaline  salts  of  high  percentage  from 
the  products  of  the  Crimean  salt  industry.  Tliere  are  also  deposits 
in  the  districts  of  Iletzkaya  Zasbchita  and  the  borders  of  the  White 
Sea,  containing  a  mineral  yielding  alkali  and  phosphorus,  which  have 
not  yet  been  touched.  i:<urther  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
exploitation  of  alkaline  deposits  near  Kalusha  in  Russian  Galicia. 
Tbosphate  Kannres — Voiterlng  the  Industry. 

Phosphate  manures  are  of  first-rate  importance  for  Russia,  and  out 
of  the  total  quantity  of  artificial  manures  (13,000,000  hundred- 
weight) used  during  the  Inst  year,  about  11,000,000  hundredweight 
were  of  this  kind.  Of  these  about  6,000,000  hundredweight  were 
superphosphates,  and  about  5,000,000  hundredweight  basic  slag.  The 
home  production  of  basic  slag  is  centered  in  three  factories  in  Sartan, 
Taganrog,  and  Kertch,  with  an  annual  output  of  1,250,000  hundred- 
weight; that  of  superphosphates  (7  factories)  has  reached  a  little 
over  2,000,000  hunareaweight.  This  backwardness  of  the  industry 
is  explained  by  the  expense  of  the  installation  of  factory  plants,  due 
to  the  high  tariff  on  machinery,  apparatus,  acid-resisting  bricks,  and 
sacks.  Another  circumstan(»  limiting  the  development  of  the  in- 
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dustry  is  the  distribution  of  the  factories,  which  are  all  either  in 
Poland  or  near  tlie  sea,  working  on  foreign  raw  material  from  Africa, 
America,  Sweden,  and  Spain.  Since  1J>08  a  geological  survey  carried 
out  by  the  Moscow  Agricultural  Institute  has  revealed  the  existence 
of  phosphate  deposits  in  the  surveyed  districts  to  an  estimated  amount 
of  nearly  291,000,000  tons.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  also 
Attempted  to  foster  the  development  of  the  superphosphate  industry 
in  the  central  and  eastern  regions  and  to  interest  the  chemical  fac- 
tories along  the  Volga  in  its  possibilities. 

BIBTH  BEQISTBATION  IN  THE  UJilTKU  STATES. 

Director  Sam.  L.  Rogers,  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department 
of  Commerce,  has  recently  inaugurated  the  collection  annually  of 
birth  statistics  within  an  area  comprising  the  States  of  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Michigan,  and  Minnesota,  and  the  District 
of  Columbia.  This  area,  although  it  represents  barely  10  [>er  cent 
of  the  territorial  extent  of  continental  United  States,  has  a  popula- 
tion of  approximately  31,150,000,  or  about  31  per  cent  of  the  total  for 
^ecoimtry. 

The  collection  of  both  birth  and  death  statistics  was  authorized  by 
the  permanent  census  act,  approved  March  6, 1902.  This  act,  however, 
provided  that  the  statistics  should  be  obtained  only  from  the  registra- 
tion records  of  such  States  and  municipalities  as  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Director  of  the  Coftsus  possessed  records  affording  satisfactory 
data  in  tlie  necessary  detail.  Ever  since  the  passage  of  this  act  the 
Census  Bureau  has  made  annual  collections  of  mortality  statistics 
from  a  steadily  increasing  ai'ea,  which  now  contains  about  two-thirds 
of  the  total  population  of  the  United  States,  but  until  recently  very 
few  of  the  States  have  maintained  reliable  birth-registration  systems. 

In  this  respect  the  United  States  has  lagged  far  behind  a  number 
of  the  leading  foreign  countries,  in  some  of  which — such  as  England, 
France,  Germany,  Norway,  and  Sweden — adequate  birth- registration 
syi^ms  have  been  in  operation  for  many  years.  A  beginning  has  now 
been  ma^de  in  this  country,  howeverj  and  the  statistics  will  relate  to  an 
area  having  a  population  of  such  size  and  heterogeneity  as  to  render 
them  of  great  value  and  significance. 

The  data  now  being  gathered  will  show  birth  rates  for  the  popula- 
tion as  a  whole  and  for  the  white  and  colored  races.  Separate  figures 
will  also  be  given  for  urban  and  rural  localities. 


FOFULAnON  OF  OUATAS  FBOTINCE,  ECXTADOB. 

[Cotuol  General  Frederic  W.  Oodlng,  OoaroqalU  Nov.  16.1 

The  civil  registry  office  in  Guayaquil  has  furnished  the  following 
figures  on  the  population  in  several  parishes  of  the  Province  of 
Guayas:  Guayaquil,  105,000;  Sanborondon,  5,000;  Victoria,  2,0<M); 
Taura,  2,000;  Pascuales,  300;  Nnranjal,  4,000;  Balao,  1.000;  Jesus 
Maria,  500;  Puna,  COO;  Morro,  1,000;  Chongon,  400;  Posorja,  600; 
Duran,  1,000;  Playas,  400;  a  total  of  123,800.  A  census  of  other 
parishes  is  being  taken  and  figures  will  be  transmitted  when  available. 

American  exporters  should  observe  that  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  (luayaquil  tnere  are  more  than  123,800  people  whose  necessities 
must  be  supplied  largely  from  the  exterior. 
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HINEKAL  OUTPUT  OF  IHBIA. 

[Coard  of  Trad?  J&amal,  London.  Nor.  25.] 

According  to  the  report  of  the  chief  inspector  of  mines  in  India  for 
1914,  the  output  of  coal  in  that  country  last  year  was  15,7-27.631  tons, 
nn  increase  of  241^13  tons  over  the  output  of  1913.  This  is  the  small- 
est increase  since  1910.  In  the  earl^  part  of  tlie  year  the  output  was 
reduced  by  the  effects  of  the  previous  year's  floods,  but  the  main 
cause  of  the  small  increase  was  undoubtedly  the  war.  Of  the  total 
output,  15,075,587  tons  were  mined  in  Bihar  and  Bengal.  There  has 
recently  been  a  great  advance  in  the  use  of  electricity  in  the  coal 
mines  of  Bihar  and  Bengal  for  haulage,  pumping,  ventilation,  etc. 
Over  135  motors,  generating  4,500  horsepower,  are  now  installed. 

Tlie  output  of  manganese  was  555,672  tons,  a  decrease  from  the 
figures  for  1913  of  81,719  tons,  but  an  increase  over  the  figures  for  the 
two  or  three  years  preceding.  In  1914  the  gold  yield  of  the  preceding 
year  was  nearly  doubled,  being  19,873  ounces,  compared  with  11,019 
ounces  in  1913.  Copper  production  amounted  to  4,400  tons,  as  com- 
pared with  3,639  tons  in  1913.  There  was  again  an  increase  in  the 
production  of  wolfram,  which  was  31,526  hundredweight,  as  com- 
pared with  27,520  hundredweight  in  1913.  An  output  of  9,280  hun- 
dredweight of  bauxite  was  reported  last  year  from  the  Jabalpur  dis- 
trict in  the  Central  Provinces,  the  mine  having  been  nnworked  from 
1910  to  1913.  For  the  first  time  ft  yield  of  16  poimds  of  pitchblende 
and  200  hundredweight  of  triplite  are  shown,  both  from  a  mine  in  the 
district  of  Gaya  (Dihar  and  Orissa).  From.qiiarries  in  the  Amherst 
district  125,348  tons  of  granite  were  taken.  There  were  increases  in 
the  production  of  iron,  slate,  clay,  fuller's  earth,  limestone,  galena, 
and  samarskite,  and  decreases  in  salt,  chromite,  corundum,  magnesite, 
tin,  and  steatite. 

The  report  of  the  chief  inspector  of  mines  is  not  a  complete  statis- 
tical review  of  mineral  production  in  India.  There  must  be  a  con- 
siderable output  from  quarries  that  are  under  20  feet  deep,  which  are 
outside  the  scope  of  the  Indian  mines  act  of  1901. 

[A  report  on  the  output  of  mica  la  India  In  1014  was  published  In  Gouubbcb 
IlEPOBTS  for  Oct.  2G,  1915.] 

DEHAim  FOB  ITEW  ZEALAin)  CHEEFE. 

[Consul  Ciontrnl  Alfred  A.  Winalow.  Auckland,  Not,  5,] 

Great  Britain  has  placed  an  order  in  New  Zealand  for  cheese  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  to  the  value  of  $4,806,500,  which  is  about  one-fifth 
of  the  estimated  production  of  cheese  in  this  Dominion  for  this  seasrau 
It  is  expected  this  will  keep  the  wholesale  price  of  cheese  about  15 
cents  per  pound  for  several  months  and  thus  give  the  industry  a  boom. 

The  New  Zealand  Government  has  arranged  to  take  over  one-fifth 
of  the  product  of  each  of  the  factories  in  the  country  at  a  fixed  price 
at  the  time  of  delivery.   The  price  at  present  is  14  cents  per  pound. 

The  value  of  cheese  exported  for  the  12  months  ended  September 
30,  1915.  amounted  to  $12,279,002,  while  the  value  of  the  butter  ex- 
ported Tor  the  same  period  was  $11,608,101.  Less  butter  is  being 
produced  this  season,  since  it  has  be!en  more  profitable  to  produce 
cheese,  for  it  is  more  easily  prepared  for  export.  Consequently  it  is 
estimated  that  the  output  of  the  cheese  factories  of  this  country  will 
reach  a  value  of  at  least  $24,332,500,  which  means  much  to  a  countrf 
with  a  population  of  less  than  1,200,000  people. 
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BANKING  CAPITAL  IN  COLOMBIA. 

IConsui  iGnac  A.  Manning,  Biirranqtilllti.  Nov.  11.1 

The  Bogota  Chamber  of  Conunerce,  in  its  study  of  the  necessity  of 
organizing  or  establishing  new  banks  in  Colombia  with  foreign 
capital,  reports  the  following  banks  in  the  Kcpublic  with  their 
paid-up  capital: 


nanco  de  Coiombtft  , 

Bunco  de  BoeotA  

n.iu.  o  Central  

Ilanco  Hlpotccarlo  

MedeUln: 

IJunco  doSucre  

B-inco  Aleman  Aniloqinflo 

Bar.co  RepubUeano  

Uan  kales: 

Banco  de  Ifaniules  

Baaco  do  Caldas  , 

Tunjs: 

Banoo  de  Bortc*  


Amonnt. 


troo  no 

.'00  noo 

2.300  000 
600  000 

1,000  000 
too  000 
SDO,DOO 

140,000 
aODOCQ 

40.000 


Banka. 


Cartifi'-na: 

Biroo  de  Bolivar.. 
BarnioquUIa: 

Banco  Coicerciai... 

Call: 

Banco  Comerelal.. 

Pasto: 

B:inoo  del  Sur  

Popayrjn: 

Banco  de  Popsyin 
Btuwodel  Esutoo. . 


Amoant. 


teoo.oao 

350. ooo 

160.000 

E0O.00O 

20.000 
20,000 


This  list  shows  a  capitalization  of  $7,830,000,  which  the  chamber 
considers  inadequate  for  the  proper  banking  business  of  the  country. 
This  does  not  include,  however,  many  strong  banks  and  private  bank- 
ing concerns,  such  as  the  Credito  Mercanti)  and  V.  Dugand  &  Son.  in 
Barranquilla,  and  El  Banco  Union,  of  Cartagena.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  the  entire  actual  banking  capital  of  Colombia  (outside 
of  commission  hous^  doin^  a  banking  or  exchange  business  in  con- 
nection, with  their  commission  business)  will  not  exceed  $10,000,000 
or  $11,000,000,  or  about  $2  per  capita  of  the  population. 

TIN  ORE  FOR  SMELTSSQ  US  XTSTTED  STATES. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  Antofagasta,  Chile.  No7.  3.1 

TIntil  the  present  year  the  tin  ore  produced  in  Bolivia  has  been 
shipped  to  Europe  for  smelting  or  has  been  treated  in  Bolivia.  An 
arrangement  has  recently  been  made  by  which  the  tin  ore  produced 
by  some  of  the  mining  companies  of  Bolivia  will  be  shipped  to  the 
United  States  to  be  treated  in  the  smelter  being  erected  for  that 
purpose  by  the  American  Smelting  and  Befinmg  Co.,  at  Perth 
Amboy,  N.  J. 

The  largest  part  of  this  ore  will  be  from  the  mines  of  the  Cia. 
Estanifera  de  Llallagua,  located  at  Llallagua,  on  the  eastern  Cordil- 
lera of  Bolivia.  About  600  to  700  tons  of  concentrates,  bearing  GO 
to  70  per  cent  of  tin,  will  be  shipped  monthly.  Shipments  will  prob- 
ably be  made  via  the  Chilean  port  of  Arica  and  will  begin  in  Decem- 
ber of  this  year.  Other  tin  ore  which  will  go  to  the  United  States 
will  be  from  the  mines  of  the  Cia.  Minera  de  Oruro,  near  the  city  of 
that  name.  The  ores  of  Oruro  are  primarily  silver  ores.  After  the 
silver  has  been  taken  out  a  small  quantity  of  tin  remains  in  the  tail- 
ings. These  are  reworked,  with  the  result  that  a  60  per  cent  tin 
concentrate  is  available  for  shipment.  Some  tin  ore  from  near  La 
Paz  will  also  be  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

Besides  the  ores  which  will  go  to  the  new  smelter  at  Perth  Amboy, 
it  is  rumored  that  purchases  have  been  made  for  one  or  more  detin- 
ning  plants  in  the  United  States,  in  which  some  experiments  have 
been  carried  on  with  a  view  to  utilizing  tin  ore  in  additioik  to  the  ma- 
terial usaally  refined  in  such  plants  for  the  recoTery  of  tin.  ^  i 
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AUEBICAN  TBADE  BESUITS  IN  NEW  ZKALAND. 

(CouBu!  Uoneral  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Oct  12-1 

Work  done  at  the  Auckland  consulate  general,  as  indicated  by 
accounts  of  actual  business  results  and  pros])ective  business,  premie 
a  big  increase  in  American  imports  to  New  Zealand  for  the  balance 
of  1915. 

A  trade  opportunity  published  in  Cojimerck  Kepohts  June  16, 1915, 
showing  a  demand  for  dehydrated  onions,  brought  the  following 
note  from  interested  persons  in  Auckland: 

Sftvpral  of  tlie  firms  mldressod  sent  us  sainplcs,  and  we  have  selected  what  we 
think  Is  the  one  Ijest  suIto<l  i.o  our  needs,  and  have  made  n  tentative  offer  for  a 
supply,  provided  the  gowln  can  be  packed  In  accordnnre  w  ith  rquircments. 

A  trade  opportunity  published  June  15,  1915,  on  the  market  for 
textiles  brought  the  following  in  reply  to  my  inquiry : 

Replying  to  your  ostecnicd  Inquiry  of  the  22d  ultimo,  I  have  pleasure  In  reput- 
ing that,  ns  a  result  of  our  Interview  and  your  kind  assistance,  a  number  (tf 
useful  r€f)liefl  have  been  received  to  our  correspondence  and,  although  no  defi- 
nite arran^nient  has  been  made  or  business  yet  resulted,  I  have  requestetl  ser- 
ernl  firms  to  at  once  forward  samples  to  order  from.  I  shall  be  obligctt  If  yon 
will  contlnuo  your  efforts  to  bring  us  Into  communication  with  suitable  Ajoiericiui 
manufacturers,  particularly  of  hosiery  and  woolen  goods. 
3hit  into  Touch  with  American  KaBufaotoiers. 

Through  letters  of  introduction  given  to  a  business  man  by  consul 
general  J.  I.  Brittain  last  January  and  his  cablegram  of  February  3, 
this  business  man  formed  satisfactory  connections,  as  shown  by  a 
note  received  here,  which  states: 

On  orrival  at  New  York  I  presented  a  letter  of  Introduction,  so  kindly  given 
by  your  Mr.  Brittain.  The  oflleo  communicated  with  the  New  York  Merchants' 
Association,  who  took  the  matter  In  hand,  and  within  n  very  short  space  of  time 
was  in  communication  with  the  principal  manufocturers  of  tlie  States.  Before 
leaving  I  placed  ordei-s  for  gloss  with  two  companies,  and  at  repeated  intervals 
we  have  been  passing  orders  along.  At  the  present  time  we  have  liad  from 
America,  glass  to  the  value  of  iQJBOi  ($32,080),  with  several  orders  yet  Incom- 
plete. 

A  cablegram  to  the  department  on  June  25  and  two  other  Trade 
Opportumties  Iiave  not  yet  brought  definite  results,  but  may  Inter,  as 
shown  by  a  letter  from  tne  director  of  the  New  Zealand  Home  Build- 
ers (Ltd.)>  who  received  quite  a  number  of  catalogues  and  price  lists 
through  the  article  which  appeared  in  Commekce  Repobts,  but  stated 
personally  that  in  most  instances  prices  were  too  high,  especially  for 
galvanized  corrugated  iron  and  sheets,  builders*  hardware,  etc. 

There  is  a  demand  here  for  more  American  lumber,  if  the  field  is 
weU  worked. 

The  manager  of  a  mail-order  house  has  the  following  to  say  regard- 
ing the  way  he  was  treated  by  the  heads  of  the  large  mail-order 
houses,  while  visiting  the  United  States,  on  presenting  letters  of  in- 
troduction from  consul  general  J.  I.  Brittain,  before  he  left  for 

Sydney: 

The  managers  of  these  great  institutions  themselves  spent,  in  many  cases, 
more  than  a  whole  day  personally  giving  me  the  most  Intimate  Information 
about  their  business,  and,  not  content  with  this,  they  Invited  mo  to  tlicir  homes, 
entertained  me  at  dinner,  and  ran  me  over  the  cities  la  tlieir  aut(».  It  would 
be  impossible  to  travel  in  any  country  and  receive  better  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  business  men  than  vma  extended  to  mo  by  those  of  your  Bepubllc.  IbxA- 
dentally  I  purchasetl  three  motor  cars  on  behalf  of  members  of  our  family, 
besides  conferring  wltli  our  New  York  buying  house  on  general  business.  This 
war  has,  of  course,  considerably  increased  our  business  with  America,  as  a  great 
many  Continental  lines*  especially  In  hardware,  are  now  being  nwchaaed  by  vm 
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from  your  conntry.  I  wish  you  to  accept  my  sincere  tlinnks  for  the  valuable 
help  extended  to  me  by  your  service  here  and  especially  for  the  manner  in  which 
It  was  done. 

Letters  of  Introdnetloii  Bring  nesQlts. 

Lettera  introducinjr  another  business  man  to  several  persons  in  the 
United  States  brought  good  results,  as  indicated  by  the  following 
extract  from  a  letter  he  wrote: 

I  delivered  your  letter  to  the  commissioner  nt  CIilc:if,'o,  who  Immediately 
brought  nie  in  touch  with  two  hosiery  compunles.  I  wus  able  to  make  satisfac- 
tory nrransonionts. 

I  made  the  acquaintance  of  your  Mr.  Porter  at  New  York,  and  had  a  most 
interesting  chat  concerning  the  New  Zealand  and  Australian  mnrkets.  Since 
my  return  I  have  found  thnt  business  Is  so  irood  and  the  demand  for  American 
;;oods  so  greot  that  I  was  oblige*!  to  form  a  ItmUed  company,  with  Iieadquarters 
at  Sydney,  and  put  on  a  gootl  ycltlng  force  to  cope  with  the  Increased  business. 
Consequently  I  am  now  In  a  position  to  control  further  representation  from 
American  manufacturers,  and  we  would  now  be  pleased  to  receive  any  corre- 
spondence accordingly. 

As  a  result  of  a  call  at  this  consulate  general  relative  to  the  manu- 
facture of  envelopes,  I  have  to  report  that  a  trial  order  was  placed 
with  an  American  envelope  company  to  the  value  of  $800,  and  this 
firm  feels  quite  sure  much  more  will  follow  along  this  line.  Later 
I  sent  in  a  Trade  Opportunity  for  the  firm,  covermg  several  lines  it 
desired  to  handle,  and  I  feel  sure  it  will  bring  good  results.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  is  from  a  letter  sent  by  a  New  York  man : 

I  now  wish  to  offer  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness  In  placing  my 
name  before  interested  parties  in  your  consular  district,  and  to  advise  you  that 
through  the  efforts  of  this  most  efficient  service  I  have  been  brought  In  touch 
with  many  desirable  distributors  and  consumers,  and  I  have  thereby  been 
able  to  make  valuable  connections,  which  I  could  not  otlierwlse  have  done 

Since  posting  my  lost  tetter  the  world  conditions  have  been  changing  rapidly, 
and  more  of  the  world's  merchants  and  manufacturers  are  dally  flndli^  It  neces- 
sary to  purchase  American  supplier  and  I  slmll  thorougbly  appreciate  your 
giving  my  name  to  any  other  parties  whom  you  think  I  can  serve  In  a  purchasing 
capacity. 

Besides  the  above  there  were  many  who  called  at  this  consulate 
general  during  the  quarter  to  consult  the  trade  journals  on  file  in  the 

reading  room  and  to  inquire  relative  to  trade  conditions  and  open- 
ings at  home.  This  class  of  work  is  on  the  increase,  and  some  days 
takes  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  office  force,  but  with  good  results. 

ADVEBTISHrO  FSICES  IN  AHEBICAN  FERIODIOALS. 

[ConBal  HIUOQ  B.  Kirk,  Orlllla,  Canada,  Nov.  22.] 

Practically  all  important  American  periodicals,  newspapers,  and 
trade  journals  are  read  in  Canada,  It  has  been  noted  that  as  a  gen- 
eral rule  American  advertisers  give  one  price  for  their  merchandise, 
which  is  the  sale  price  in  the  United  States.  Purchasers  who  wish 
to  buy  these  advertised  American  goods  in  Canada  are  disappointed 
when  they  find  that  these  advertised  goods  can  not  be  bought,  usually, 
at  the  price  advertised  in  the  American  periodicals,  etc.  Therefore, 
if  Uie  Canadian  sale  price  could  be  mentioned  close  to  the  American 
sale  price  or  a  note  made  that  the  articles  advertised  would  cost  more 
in  Canada,  people  who  desire  to  buy  the  articles  here  would  make  pro- 
vision for  paying  the  advanced  price.  Many  purchasers  refuse  to 
buy  an  article  that  they  see  advertised  for  10  cents,  if  when  reach- 
ing the  stores  they  find  that  the  article  will  cost  them  15  cents.  They 
are  very  likely  to  pass  over  the  advertised  article  and  buy  something 
"  just  as  good  "  at  10  cents. 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOTERinEENT  SUPPUES  AND  COBST&irGTIOV. 

irorrcspondcDcc  shoulil  bo  direct  with  the  offices  uamnl.  ami  Rpwiflcatlons  can  usuallj 
Ik*  obtalni'il  nt  tlic  pofnls  whcr*'  Ihr  r^hjiU  nrp  lo  Im  di  llvorcil  or  thv  work  Is  to  be  por- 
forniM].  In  v-wh  wheiv  thn  tiino  limit  i»  l<o  ahort  to  [KTmlt  Urntfi  to  Kubmlt  troilpra. 
tbey  should  ask  to  be  ptacod  on  the  mnllUts  lists  of  KUi-b  ufflccu  to  mt-'lvc  notices  calling 
for  future  suppltcB  or  work  of  a  idmlUr  natnrcl 

Jfavii  Departmmt  nupjaien.  No.  2R33. — Scaled  proiwsals  will  be  received  nt  tho 
Bureau  of  KuppHos  ninl  Afcotinta,  Navy  Deimrtinent,  Wnshln^n.  I>.  O..  for 
SHpplyinff  the  following.  I'Mnus  ilesiriiig  to  submit  proposals  shoultl  make 
iiptillriitlon  to  the  Rurcau  of  Supplies  unil  Accounts,  giving  sdiedule  num- 
bers (losiml :  Scln^liilc  1>H)0,  amoi-i)hou9  prraplilt'i  niul  iliike  lubricating 
Kraphite;  ai^bolule  ftllO,  30  by  72  inch  platform  trucks;  schtHlulc  0111,  engine 
boiUcs,  steering  engines,  shafts  (main)  and  cranks,  and  valve  groups  nml 
bodies;  sclH'dule  9112,  war  Itead  attachment  boxes,  pressed  sheet-steel  bulk- 
heads, cold-rolle<l  copper  containers,  tia  containers,  galvaui/^-iron  tauks. 
drawu-brasa  cups,  screwdrivers,  and  taper  squure-cnd  wrenches;  nehedulc 
0113,  high  resistance  telephone  receivers;  8chechde9]14.  windlass;  schedule 
9115,  15  K.  W.  generating  sets;  schedule  tlllO,  excavntlng,  Iiauling,  nnl 
spreading  eartli;  schedule  9117,  lathe;  schedule  9118,  1  K.  W.  radio  trans- 
mitting set;  schedule  9119,  khaki  cotton  duck  leggings,  and  low  sluies; 
schedule  0120,  100-pound  wheat  flour  export  bags;  schedule  9121,  sounding 
tubes;  schedule  9122,  pure  sperm  oil;  schedlde  9123,  108  square  foot  rolls 
of  2-ply  ready  roofing ;  schedule  9124,  single  and  duplex  rubber-covered  wire 
and  weatherproof  wire ;  scheilude  0125,q>un  cotton,  unbleached  cotton  thread, 
and  cotton  furniture  covering ;  scheilule  0120,  alcohol,  red  lend  In  paste  form, 
and  petrolatum;  schedule  0127.  compressed  sheet  cork,  window  gloss,  toad 
pipe,  pure  rolled  silver  anodes,  and  terncplate  roofing  tin ;  schedule  9131, 
Louisiana  l^-lnch  red  cypress,  and  snwu  yellow  pine ;  schedule  9129.  wonu- 
genrcil  chain  blocks,  direct  difTerentlal  blocks,  miscellaneous  inachinlst»' 
files,  3fl-Inch  wide  brass  gauze,  flathead  copper  cut  uniis,  sheet  garnet  paper, 
hammock  rings,  brass  machine  screws,  brass  and  iron  wood  screws,  and  llat- 
head  copper  cut  tacks;  schetlule  0130.  carbide  of  silfcon  fire  sand;  schedule 
0131,  interior  communicntlon  cable,  teiepliono  cable,  plain  double  conductor 
wire,  plain  single  conductor  wire,  glass  water  g-augcs  for  bollora.  and  twin 
conductor  wire ;  schetlule  0132,  chain  iron ;  schedule  0133,  modlum  bar  steel, 
class  B  bolter  pinto  steel,  medium  steel  channels,  cold-rolled  machinery  steel, 
medium,  and  classes  An  and  B  bar  steel,  class  B  billot  and  slab  steel,  niedfum 
hull  plote  steel,  medium  rivet  steel,  sheet  steel,  coriugated  sheet  steel,  and 
class  An  slab  steel ;  schedule  9134,  rae<llum  stool  for  grate  bars,  and  class  B 
boiler  plate  steel ;  schedule  9135,  single  conductor  cable,  side  outlet  current 
taps,  and  doublo  conductor  telephone  wire;  schedule  9136.  night  binoculars, 
de<*k  clocks  and  keys  for  same,  circular  and  stroight  line  diving  engines, 
ol>jectlvo  lenses  for  spyglasses,  sextant  mirrors,  stadimoter  mirrors, 
psychrometcrs  and  50  pairs  of  thermometers  for  same,  and  13-Inch  Sibsbi'e 
(parallel)  rulers;  schedule  0137,  2G  by  40  Inch  binders'  board,  condensers, 
tanks,  valves,  etc.,  outfits,  and  medium  bar  steel ;  schedule  9138.  lathe  arbors, 
etc.,  machlnisU'  clamps,  file  brushes,  emery  wheel  dressers,  hand  drills,  etc., 
and  stei-1  measuring  tapes;  schedule  0130,  flreKK>atrol  telephones;  and 
schedule  9140,  taps,  dies,  etc. 

Ucdical  supplies.  No.  2S34.— Scaled  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  ll£edica1 
Supply  I>epot,  rvl3  Oreenwich  Street,  New  York  Oity,  until  December  20, 
1915,  for  furnl.shiiig  medical  supplies,  such  as  metilcines,  basins,  beds,  cribs, 
Ico  breakers,  drcMsins  buckets,  medicine  cabinets,  hospital  chairs,  uterine 
dilator,  forceps,  newlle  Iiolders,  harvest  straw  hats,  hand-power  potato 
maslier.  scis.sor.4,  syringes,  Instrument  stands,  etc.,  rubber  bulbs,  double 
boilers,  collanders,  pudding  dishes,  jelly  moulds,  etc.,  frying  pans,  etc., 
muffin  rings,  cake  turners,  etc.  Proposals  will  also  be  received  at  tho  same 
adflresH  until  Derember  22,  1915,  for  furnishing  glass  demijohns,  packing 
boxes,  quart  bottles,  sawdust  bags,  tin-foil  ca^  corks  of  various  kinds, 
sealing  wax,  etc. 

Clearing  site.  No.  2835. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  until  January  6, 1910, 
at  the  ofiiee  of  the  custodian.  United  States  Post  OHlce  and  Customhouse, 
Newport,  R.  I.,  for  clearing  the  site  for  the  new  post  office  and  customhouse 
at  Newport,  In  accordance  with  fqieclficntlons,  etc.,  copies  of  which  may  be 
bad  on  application  to  the  costodlao. 
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Electric  light,  <WcpRo»e,  nnd  clock  installatim*.  No.  2836. — Senlwl  propofwils  will 

be  receivetl  at  the  Oflice  of  the  Superintonilcnt  of  Prisons.  Departraent  ot 
Justice,  Washiiijrtyn.  I>.  C,  until  January  4,  1916,  for  furntshlnR  and  deliver- 
ing at  the  Unitod  States  Penitentiary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  material  required 
for  electric  light,  teleithone,  and  dock  installations  for  west  main  cell  wing, 
In  accordance  with  speciGcatlons,  copien  of  which,  together  with  further 
information,  may  be  had  un  application  to  the  Washingtuu  office. 


BISCTTITS,  PRESEEVES,  AND  CANDIES  IN  SOUTH  CHINA. 

[Consul  Oencral  Grorgc  IC.  Andprson,  Hongkong.  British  China,  Oct.  12.] 

The  development  of  the  biscuit  and  crncker  manufacturing  industry 
in  Hongkong  promises  to  be  rapid  in  the  near  future.  As  noted  in 
a  report  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  July  31,  1915,  biscuits 
manufactured  in  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  have  recently  come  to  com- 
pete seriously  with  imported  biscuits  and  cakes,  most  of  which  hereto- 
fore have  come  from  England  but  a  considerable  portion  of  which 
came  from  the  United  States.  Subsequently  it  was  found  that  the 
Shanghai  product  was  not  able  to  hold  its  own  with  the  output  of 
Hongkong  factories.  The  Hongkong  goods  heretofore  have  been 
manufactured  almost  entirely  by  hand.  The  proprietor  of  the  larg- 
est factory,  however  [whose  name  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  69550],  is  leaving  for  the  United  States  to  buy  a  complete 
outfit  of  American  biscuit-manufacturing  machinery  and  intends  to 
install  a  modem  biscuit-manufacturing  plant  complete  in  all  details. 
Local  biscuits  are  now  being  packed  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  bis- 
cuits imported  from  England.  American  biscuits,  especially  soda 
crackers,  have  been  popular  in  the  south  China  field  in  the  past  and 
for  a  time  there  were  prospects  of  a  good  trade  being  built  up.  The 
fact  that  a  number  of  shipments  of  such  goods  si>oiled  because  they 
were  unsuited  to  the  hot  climate  has  interfered  seriously  with  the  ex- 
tension of  the  trade. 

American  jams,  tellies,  preserves,  and  similar  sugar  goods,  and 
American  pickles  of  all  sorts  came  to  have  a  large  share  of  the  south 
China  trade  before  the  openingof  the  war.  Since  the  war  they  prac- 
tically dominate  the  maricet.  The  goods  imported  are  usually  of  the 
higher  class,  the  chief  obstacle  to  a  further  development  of  the  trade 
being  their  high  price. 

American  confectionery  also  holds  the  trade  in  high-class  goods, 
though  the  old-time  English  trade  in  cheap  chocolate  and  similar 
confectionery  is  still  maintained.  The  advantage  in  proper  packing 
of  such  goods  is  still  with  the  British  and  Continental  manufacturers, 
although  great  improvement  in  American  methods  is  to  be  noted  and 
some  American  goods  come  in  condition  beyond  criticism.  While 
most  of  the  confectionery  imported  comes  from  the  Pacific  coast,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  high-class  goods  from  the  Eastern  States 
is  also  sold. 

Consul  Charles  L.  Latham,  of  Santos,  reports  that  during  October 
1,625,243  bags  (weighing  60  kilos,  or  132.38  pounds,  each)  of  coffee 
were  exported  from  that  Brazilian  port,  as  contra^ed  with  1,015,725 
bags  in  September  and  1,125,295  in  August 
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FOBEIGN  TBABE  OPPOBTTmiTIES. 

[Wbere  ad(In>tiiH*B  arc  omitted  ibcj  majr  be  obtained  froia  tbc  Darean  and  Ita  bnuMii 

olllceit.) 

Shoe  Iacc»,  No.  1J)."i(i. — A  conimprcinl  apont  of  the  bureau's  branch  office  in 
(Ihk-n^o  NUhiaits  a  letter  fnmi  a  buslnesw  man  In  Kpj-pt  requestinj;  samp1t?s 
of  sboe  hwcA  uf  all  kIniH  topt»ther  with  lowest  prfivs  and  condlttons  of 
snle.  It  i8  .staled  thnt  the  itiqiiErer  is  ready  to  pay  cash  for  purcluises  and 
would  like  to  become  a  representative  for  manufacturers  of  this  article. 

Olasit  nwl  painlH,  No.  19557. — commercial  altache  of  the  I>epartment  of  Com- 
merce I'eportH  that  a  Grm  In  I'eni  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  manufacturers  of  glass  nnd  patntii.  The  Imiulrer  would  prefer  to  act 
m  a^^ent.  but  In  case  this  In  not  pnietlcuble  he  will  consider  carrying  a  Rtocfc 
of  a  rea-sonahle  quantity  of  alwve-naineU  articles.  Oorresponrtence  may  be 
In  frendi.  Spanish,  or  KusHhIi,  and  prlce«  In  American  currency. 

Prcnitcs  for  rooflno  tUcn,  No.  J05.18. — An  American  con.=;ular  officer  in  Australia 
rejiorts  that  a  company  In  his  district  wislios  to  communicate  with  mann- 
facturers  of  pres-sos  for  the  production  of  concrete  or  cement  roofing  till*. 
Cnt:tlof;iK>s,  prlceti,  and  tcrm:^  sliould  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible. 

QiiHOlinc;  lulnicaling  oils,  do..  No.  lOaHO. — A  representative  of  a  largo  mercantile 
house  informs  an  Ainerinin  consular  oflicer  in  Ghlio  that  be  desires  to  aecure 
an  agency  for  his  district  and  surrounding  territory  of  a  standard  brand  of 
gasoline,  lubricating  oils,  and  keroscno.  Literature,  prices,  and  samples  arc 
reqnesteil.  Correspondence  sl\ould  bo  in  Spanish. 

Wool  grease,  etc.,  No.  19.100. — \  report  from  un  American  consular  officer  In  Italy 
states  that  a  business  man  desires  to  be  placed  In  tonch  with  manufftctnrerB 
desiring  agents  In  Italy  for  all  Ulnds  of  wool  grease  ami  wool  pitch.  Bank 
references  am  given.  Correspondence  may  bo  in  Enslish. 

Soap,  No.  11^1.— 7he  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  company  In  Cuba 
requesting  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of  aonp  that  can  be 
usal  in  hnnl  water.  The  inquirer  states  that  the  only  available  water  Is  too 
hard  for  common  soap  used  fiw  bathing  purposes. 

Copper  and  bra^s.  No.  l!>o62. — ^A  Portugiieso  Arm  informs  on  American  con.sular 
oflicer  that  It  ia  anxious  to  get  in  touch  with  exporters  of  copper  and  brass 
In  sIi9et.H,  tubes,  nnd  l>ars.  Quotations  should  be  c.  I.  f.  port  of  destination 
and  correspondence  in  Portuguese  or  French. 

Chemical  products,  No.  l&'iGS. — A  firm  in  Italy  Informs  an  American  consular 
oflicer  tiiat  it  dcslwa  to  represent  mnnufficturers  of  chemical  prmlucts. 
References  are  given,   Corret<i>oudence  should  be  in  Italian  or  French. 

Railroad  crosnties  and  lumber,  No.  19564. — ^A  commission  firm  in  Portugal  is  In 
the  market  for  oak  railway  ties  2.70  to  2.75  meters  long,  13  to  14  centl- 
uieters  liigh,  and  23  to  2G  centimeters  wide,  aud  3,000  cubic  meters  of  wldte- 
oak  planks  3.50  meters  by  30  centimeters  by  20  centimeters,  and  1,000  cuUc 
meters  pine  boards  4  meters  by  25  centlmctei*8  by  25  to  30  centlm^ers. 

BnckUa,  pad  plate»,  etc..  No.  19583. — \  representative  of  a  harness  and  saddlery 
firm  In  Chile  Is  anxious  to  receive  literature  In  Spanish,  samples,  terms,  and 
prices  of  all  kinds  of  metal  accessories  required  In  his  business,  such  as 
buckles,  pad  plates,  rings,  bars,  trimmings,  etc,  and  also  samples  of  flne 
leather  for  trimmings. 

Uercerizcd  cotton  yam.  No.  10500. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports 
that  a  firm  in  the  Far  East  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  American  mnmifnc- 
turers  or  exporters  of  mercerized  cotton  yarn,  numbers  100/2.  60/2,  and  60/2 
in  blenclie<I  and  all  the  principal  colors,  particularly  yellow,  pink,  i-ed,  green, 
and  violet.  Tlie  yarn  Is  i>ut  up  in  skeins,  with  2  pounds  to  the  bundle,  and 
packed  in  cases  containing  100  to  200  pounds.  The  firm  Is  prepared  to  pay 
cash  in  New  York  when  the  yarn  is  sliippe<l.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
Kngiisb,  and  samples  aud  prices  (c.  I.  f.  port  of  destination,  If  possible) 
should  be  sent  with  the  tirst  communication. 

Cotton  duck,  hosiery,  etc..  No.  19507. — A  letter  to  the  Buienn  from  a  business  man 
in  Argentina  states  that  he  wishes  to  represent  American  firms  manufactur- 
ing cotton  duck ;  hralery  for  men,  vvomen,  and  childr«i ;  handherchlefe ;  and 
cotton,  sillt,  linen,  and  wool  materials  by  the  yard. 

WASRiKGTON :  aoTRitxuBRT  raiNTiyo  omcB :  mi 
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FBEHCH  CROPS  FOB  1915. 

[Cablegninl  from  American  Consnl  General  A.  H.  Tbaekata,  Paris,  dated  Dee.  13.] 

The  French  Minister  of  Agriculture  publishes  the  following  crop 
estimates:  Potatoes,  9,057,0[)2  metric  tons  against  11,992,713  tons  in 
1914;  sugar  beets,  1,508,'2;J3  tons  against  3,751,066  tons;  distillery 
beets,  654,033  tons  against  2,309,480  tons;  fodder  beets,  14,322,555 
tons  against  21,792,825  tons;  tobacco,  15,491  tons  against  24,173  tons; 
hops,  2,433  tons  against  3,191  tons;  forage  hay  grass^  etc.,  41,241,344 
tons  against  44,498,777  tons. 

[Kstimntcs  of  the  cereal  crops  were  published  In  Oomurrcr  Rrpobts  for  Oct.  6, 
1815.] 

cHAiroES  nr  bbitish  ehbabgo  list. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Doc.  1-t.] 

The  exportation  of  magnesite,  caustic  or  lightly  calcined,  and  dead 
burnt  magnesite  has  been  prohibited  to  all  destinations,  and  the  ex- 
portation of  beeswax  to  all  destinations  except  British  possessions. 
The  item  "  Coal,  all  kinds,  and  coke  made  in  gas  works,  not  including 
coal  allowed  by  the  customs  to  be  shipped  as  bunker  coal  in  list  ol 
goods,"  included  in  the  list  of  products  prohibited  to  all  destinations 
except  Britisli  possessions,  has  been  altered  to  read,  "  Coal,  all  kinds, 
and  coko.  but  not  including  coal  allowed  to  be  shipped  as  bunker 
coal."  The  exportation  of  silica  bricks  and  of  all  articles  wholly  or 
principally  of  copper  or  its  alloys  not  formerly  under  embargo  is 
now  prohibited  to  all  countries  in  Em*ope  except  France,  Eussia, 
Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal. 

Consular  Trade-Extension  Work  in  Spain. 

In  July  over  32.000  metric  ton.^  of  wheat  were  bought  from  the 
United  States  by  Barcelona  merchants.  In  June,  July,  and  August 
85,147  tons  of  American  coal  were  imported — in  marked  contrast  to 
the  33,717  tons  im^wrted  during  the  whole  of  1914.  Knitting-machine 
needles  have  been  purchased  in  large  quantities,  as  well  as  American 
haberdashery,  electric  supplies,  chemicals,  petroleum,  ice-making  ma- 
chinery, cotton,  and  motor  trucks.  These  are  among  the  known  results 
of  recent  trade-extension  work  by  Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst, 
•who  is  stationed  in  that  Spanish  commercial  center. 
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OOMMEBCB  REP0BT3. 


ABLE  SEAMEN  ON  FOKEION  VESSELS. 

A  circular  from  Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield,  in  relation  to  able 
seamen  on  foreign  vessels  departing  from  ports  of  the  United  States 
on  or  after  March  4, 1910,  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Burean 
of  Navigation  and  the  United  States  Steamboat- Inspection  Service. 
The  requirements  of  the  law  are  explained  to  collectors  of  customs, 
supervising  and  local  inspectors  of  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service, 
and  others  conceraed.  Tliis  circular,  numbered  268,  says: 

Section  13  of  the  seamen's  net  of  March  4,  1915.  will  apply  to  all  fortign 
vessels  of  100  tons  gross  and  upward  (except  those  navigating  rivers  exclnslvdy 
and  the  smaller  inland  lakes,  and  except  fishing  or  whaling  vessels  or  yachts) 
which  dqmrt  from  any  port  of  the  United  States  on  or  after  March  4,  191G. 

2.  The  section  provides  that  40  per  centum  In  the  first  year  after  tliut  date, 
45  per  centum  in  the  second  year,  50  per  centum  in  the  third  year,  65  per  centua 
in  the  fourth  year,  and  thereafter  65  per  centum  of  the  vessel's  deck  crew,  exda- 
sive  of  licensed  officers  and  apprentices,  shall  he  of  a  rating  not  less  than  abk 
seaman. 

3.  An  able  seaman,  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  aectton,  must  have 
the  following  qualifications : 

(a)  He  must  be  19  years  of  age  or  upward. 
.  (b)  Be  most  have  had  at  least  three  years  service  on  deck  at  sea  or  on  the 
Great  Lakes  on  a  vessel  or  vessels  of  100  tons  gross  or  apward,  IncladlnK  decked 
flshtog  vessels  (not  Indndlng  veas^  navigating  rivers  exclusively  and  sraallo' 
Inland  lakes,  and  not  Including  whaling  vess^  or  yaiAts  ot  fisUng  vessels;  un- 
less the  fishing  vessels  are  det^ed  fleOiing  vessels).  So^ce  on  deck  tn  fotdgs 
naval  vessels  or  foreign  vessels  similar  to  vessels  of  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard  may  be  included. 

(c)  He  must  have  been  found  competent  opon  examination  as  to  eyesight 
hearing,  and  physical  condition  under  rules  prescribed  by  the  Department  of 
Commerce.  The  rules  so  prescribed  are  set  forth  in  Form  983,  Steamboat- 
Inspection  Service.  FUe  S.  This  examination  In  the  case  of  able  seainen  oo 
foreign  vessels  may  be  condacted  by  the  authorities  of  the  country  of 
which  the  seamen  are  citizens  or  subjects. 

(d)  Section  IS  also  provides  for  a  special  class  of  able  seamen  who  may 
compose  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  number  of  able  seamen  required  on  a 
vessel.  Able  seamen  may  qualify  for  this  special  class  after  having  served 
on  deck  twelve  months  at  sea  or  on  the  Great  l^ikes,  but  In  addition  to  the 
examination  mentioned  In  parogri^ih  (e)  they  must  have  been  found  competent 
upon  examination  as  to  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  seamanship  under  rules 
prescribed  by  Uie  Department  of  Commerce.  The  rules  so  prescribed  are  set 
forth  in  Oonunerce  Department  Circular  No.  264,  second  edition,  Steamboat- 
Inspection  Service.  This  examination  In  the  case  of  able  seamen  on  foreign 
vessels  may  be  conducted  by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  country  of  which  the 
seamen  are  citizens  or  subjects. 

4.  Section  13  does  not  require  that  able  seamen  on  foreign  vessels  shall  be 
furnished  with  certificates  as  such.  The  section,  however,  does  provide  that  a 
collector  of  customs  may,  upon  his  own  motion,  and  shall,  upon  the  sworn 
Information  of  any  reputable  citizen  of  the  United  States,  setting  forth  that  this 
section  is  not  being  compiled  with,  cause  a  muster  of  the  crew  of  any  vess^  to 
be  nude  to  determine  the  fact,  and  no  clearance  shall  be  given  to  any  vessd 
failing  to  comply  with  the  provlslsns  of  this  section. 

Accordingly,  it  mny  facilitate  the  dispatch  of  foreign  vessels  from  American 
ports  if  the  necessary  proportion  of  the  deck  crews  are  so  certificated,  thus  pre- 
venting tlie  delay  necessary  to  ascertain  by  Inquiry  and  examination  whether  In 
fact  the  necessary  number  cxC  the  dec^  crew  are  able  seamen  within  the  Intent 
of  the  section. 

5.  Certificates  issued  to  able  seamen  by  competent  authorities  of  the  countries 
of  which  the  seamen  are  citizens  or  subjects  will  be  accepted  by  Collectors  of 
Customs  as  evidence  that  the  able  seamen  so  certificated  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  section  13  of  the  Seamen's  Act.  These  certificates  ^ould  certify  that 
the  able  seaman  Is  of  tha  prescribed  age,  has  had  the  prescribed  sea  service,  and 
has  passed  the  examinrtton  as  to  eyesight  hearli^;,  and  physical  condition, 
and.  for  the  i^wclal  clasi^  of  short-term  service  men,  has  also  passed  the  exam> 
Inatlon  as  to  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  seomenahlp. 
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6.  This  circular  does  not  apply  to  able  seamen  on  foi-elfjn  vessels  on  the 
Great  Lakes,  who  will  be  covered  by  another  circular  to  be  Issued  before  the 
(^tenlng  of  navigation  on  the  Great  Lakes  in  the  spring. 

William  C.  Bedfield, 

Seoretar^f, 


The  present  depression  in  the  American  lumber  industry  has  greatly 
increased  the  interest  in  the  export  trade  and  its  possible  development. 
For  this  reason  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has 
been  sending  out  experts  to  study  the  possibilities  of  the  most  {promis- 
ing markets.  The  latest  bulletin  based  on  these  investigations  is 
"Australasian  Markets  for  American  Lumber,"  written  by  Franklin 
U.  Smith,  who  has  been  studying  the  lumber  situation  in  the  Far 
East  and  in  Australiia  and  New  Zealand  for  a  year  or  more. 

Australia  is  particularly  interesting  to  American  lumbermen,  be- 
cause the  island  continent  depends  almost  wholly  on  foreign  suj)plies 
of  soft,  easily  worked  woods.   The  native  timber  is  tough,  difficult 


of  timber  are  valued  at  $13,000,000,  and  of  this  quantity  the  United 
States  furnishes  about  $7,000,000  worth,  or  more  than  half.  Ameri- 
can exports,  however,  consist  mostly  of  undressed  timber,  and  Mr. 
Smith's  report  is  concerned  largely  with  the  prospects  of  increasing 
OMT  sales  or  dressed  timber,  which  has  heretofore  come  mainly  from 
the  Baltic  regions.  Since  the  war  started  Australians  have  not  had 
steady  intercourse  with  the  Scandinavian  countries  and  there  have 
been  mcreased  sales  of  our  dressed  products.  American  flooring  espe- 
cially has  had  an  opportunity  to  prove  its  undoubtedly  good  qualities. 

A  Tery  interesting  suggestion  by  Mr.  Smith  is  that  a  serious  at- 
tempt be  made  to  popidarize  the  American  bungalow  style  of  dwell- 
ing in  Australia,  and  in  that  way  broaden  the  field  for  American 
lumber.  No  type  of  house  could  be  better  adapted  for  the  suburban 
sections  of  the  larger  cities,  yet  thousands  of  brick  or  stone  houses 
have  been  put  up  and  roofed  with. unsightly  corrugated  iron. 

There  are  many  other  suggestions  in  the  bulletin,  as  well  as  chap- 
ters on  such  important  matters  as  tariffs,  native  timber  resources, 
foreign  trade,  the  principal  lumber  markets,  and  the  lumber  trade  of 
New  Zealand.  The  booklet  is  issued  as  Special  Agents  Series  No. 
109,  and  is  sold  at  tlie  nominal  price  of  5  cents  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washmgton.  Mr. 
Smith's  other  bulletins  cover  the  lumber  trade  in  the  Philippines, 
Japan,  China,  and  Indo-China,  and  there  is  one  relating  to  the  teak 
industry  of  Siam  and  Indo-Oiina. 


REaULATIOHS  FOE  EXAKIinNO  SIBVF  IS  SWEDEN. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  received  from 
the  Swedish  Legation  at  Washington  a  copy  in  English  of  the 
Swedish  regulations  for  the  examination  of  sirup  which  were 
adopted  on  March  17, 1915.  The  pamphlet  may  be  seen  nt  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to 
file  Ko.  69984. 


AMERICAN  LTJUBEB  FOB  AUSTRAUA. 


In  normal  times  the  total  imports 
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LASGE  CITI£S  GET  BULK  OF  STEAK-IATTlfBSY  BTTSIKESS. 

The  preliminary  statements  from  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  relating  to  the  figures  for  steam  laundries  in  the  several 
States  for  1914,  show  a  strong  tendency,  throughout  the  country,  for 
laundries  located  in  the  large  communities  to  do  the  bulk  of  die 
business.   Figures  along  this  line  which  have  been  published  are: 

More  thaa  one-half  of  the  laundry  business  in  Alabama  Is  in  tbe  city  of  Bino- 
Ingham,  whose  10  estabUstaments  have  58.1  per  cent  of  the  total  capital,  pay  out 
54.2  per  cent  of  the  total  for  so-vlces,  and  receive  55.5  per  cent  of  the  total 
amount  received  for  work  done,  while  employing  49^  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  of  wage  earners. 

The  ffreater  part  of  the  laundry  business  in  Colorado  Is  In  the  city  of  Denrer, 
whose  30  establishments  have  60.4  per  cent  of  the  total  capital,  pay  out  G1.8 
per  cent  of  the  total  for  services,  and  receive  ^.9  per  cent  of  the  total,  amount 
received  for  work  done,  while  employing  60.2  per  cent  of  tbe  total  numba  of 
■wage  earners. 

More  than  one-half  of  the  laundry  business  of  Georgia  la  In  the  city  of 
Atlanta,  whose  13  establishments  have  48.4  per  cent  of  tbe  total  capital,  pay  out 
56.1  per  cent  of  the  totol  for  serrlces,  and  receive  65.9  cent  of  the  total 
amount  received  for  work  done,  while  employing  61.6  per  ceat  of  tb»  total 
number  of  wage  earners. 

The  greater  part  of  the  laundry  business  In  Illinois  Is  In  the  dty  of  Chicago, 
whose  219  establishments  have  63.8  per  cent  of  the  total  capital,  pay  out  71.4 
per  cent  of  the  total  for  services,  and  receive  69.2  per  cent  of  the  total  amount 
received  for  work  done,' while  employing  66.6  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
wage  earners. 

The  greater  part  of  the  laundry  business  In  Maryland  Is  In  the  city  of  Balti- 
more^ whose  25  establlshmeats  have  71  per  eent  of  the  total  oipltiU.  pay  oat 
74.8  per  cent  of  the  total  for  services,  and  receive  73.2  per  cent  of  tbe  total 
amount  received  for  work  done,  while  employing  74.4  per  cent  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  wage  earners. 

Practically  one-half  of  the  laundry  business  In  Michigan  is  In  the  city  of 
Detroit,  whose  46  establishments  have  45.3  per  cent  of  the  totol  capital,  pay  out 
55  per  cent  of  the  total  for  services,  and  receive  61.3  per  cent  of  the  total  amount 
i-ecelved  for  work  done,  while  employing  48  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  wage 
earners. 

Almost  one-half  of  the  lanndry  btuiness  In  Nebraska  is  In  the  city  of  Omaha, 
whose  19  estoblishments  have  43.8  per  cent  of  the  total  capital,  pay  out  51^ 
per  cent  of  tbe  total  for  services,  and  receive  47.8  per  cent  of  the  total  amount 
received  for  work  done,  while  employing  46.3  per  cent  of  the  total  numbw  of 

wage  earners. 

Considerably  more  than  one-half  of  the  lanndry  business  In  Oregon  is  In  the 
city  of  Portland,  whose  31  establishments  faave.(!9.'-  i>er  cent  of  tbe  total  capital, 
pay  out  71.9  per  cent  of  the  total  for  services,  and  receive  69.4  per  cent  of  the 
total  amount  received  tor  work  done,  while  employli^  67.9  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  of  wage  earners. 

The  greater  part  of  the  laundry  bu^ess  In  Rhode  Island  is  in  tbe  dty  of 
Providence,  whose  27  estahllsbments  have  73.6  per  cent  of  the  total  capital,  pay 
out  68.6  per  cent  of  tbe  total  for  services,  and  receive  67.9  per  cent  of  tbe  total 
amount  received  for  work  done,  while  employing  65  per  cent  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  wage  earners. 

Figures  from  Delaware  show  that  of  the  total  of  $253,284  Invested  In  steam 
Liundrles  In  that  State,  in  1914,  the  city  of  Wilmington  was  represoited  by 
$230,664. 

Inci-eases  or  decreases  In  the  number  of  stenm  laundries  In  various  States 
during  the  five-year  iwrlod,  from  1900  to  1914,  were:  Alabama,  38  to  41;  Ari- 
zona, 13  to  17;  Arkansas,  45  to  63;  Colorado,  99  to  96;  Gonnectlcnt  95  to  127; 
Delaware.  15  to  12;  Florida,  28  to  45;  Georgia.  42  to  43;  Idaho,  24  to  36;  Illi- 
nois. 44.S  to  45S;  ludlana.  163  to  174;  Iowa.  181  to  176;  Kansas,  138  to  150; 
Marylnnd,  41  to  54;  Mleliigan,  219  to  234;  Minnesota,  158  to  188;  Mississlp^, 
30  to  27;  Missouri.  171  to  177;  Nebraska,  76  to  74;  Nevada,  5  to  12;  New  Hamp- 
slilre.  Gl  to  74;  Xew  Mexico.  8  to  15;  North  Carolina,  43  to  59;  North  Dakota, 
34  to  30 :  Ohio,  253  to  296 ;  Oregou,  58  to  78 ;  Rhode  Island,  63  to  66 ;  South  Caro- 
lina, 24  to  28. 
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TKAOE  OF  FABAaiTAT  FOB  SIX  UOKTHS. 

[Consul  Samuel  U.  WIter,  Asuncion  Oct.  SI.] 

Statistics  just  made  available  give  the  value  of  the  imports  into 
Paraguay  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  as  $933,11!),  compared  with 
$3,261,158  for  the  same  period  in  1014.  The  vahie  of  the  exports  was 
$2^99,457  against  $2,370,683  for  the  first  half  of  1914.  The  total 
value  of  the  imports  bj  countries  of  origin  and  the  value  of  exports  by 
countries  of  d^ination  follow : 


Xmportafioinr^ 

V«to». 

Exporli  to— 

Value. 

t38».163 

38,739 
115.654 
964,034 
72,009 
45.13; 
79,003 
38,695 

11,453.170 
45,738 
5A,«3V 
176.047 
41,7S8 
107,373 
335,936 
83,783 

»  

Total  

933,119 

3,299,457 

Articles  of  Export. 

The  principal  articles  exported  and  the  quantity  were  as  follows: 

Artfoles. 

Articlu. 

Quantity. 

Animal  products: 

11.617 
643, »8L 
27.730 
1,153.31S 
662,186 
6,260,370 

fi,35S.SM 
4,G33,7«4 

Agricultural  products— Continued. 

OnmKea  number.. 

64,418.500 
40,509 

14,30I,S20 
S3,3U 

Con6er\-o(!  toneu^s  do — 

Jerked  beat  do  

TftUoff  do — 

Bides  do.... 

Agrlcultunil  products; 

Banauas  buuclies. . 

Timber  and  foroat  producls: 

Extract  of  quebndio — pounds. . 
OUofpsilicratn  do.... 

IDEAX  HOME  EXHIBITIOH  IK  SYDNEY. 

IConsul  Oeneral  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  Austrnl'fl,    See  also  Commeqch  Retoets  for  Nor. 

IS,  1SI15.J 

The  leading  exhibits  at  the  "  Ideal  Home  Exhibition  "  held  at  the 
Sydney  town  hall  in  October  were  bathtubs  with  automatic  heating 
devices,  electrical  goods,  gas  cooking  stoves,  vacuum  cleaners,  oscil- 
lating beds,  furniture,  floor  coverings,  pianos,  potted  plants,  exhibits 
of  wall  boards  shown  in  various  comrs,  glass  lamps  and  shades  dem- 
onstrating the  semi-indirect  system  of  lighting,  clothes  wringers, 
washing  machines,  churns,  electric  motors,  lamps,  toasters,  irons, 
sewing  machines,  refrigerators,  dish-washing  machines,  aluminum 
goods,  patent  roofing,  etc. 

The  leading  demonstrated  American  lines  were  various  electrical 
exhibits,  gas  cooking  stoves,  oscillating  wall  boards,  sanitary  goods, 
vacuum  deaners,  firelesa  cookers,  and  electric  light  demonstrating 
the  semi-indirect  system  of  lighting.  It  is  doubted  whether  there  has 
been  a  similar  exhibition  in  iSydney  where  American  products  were 
so  numerously  displayed.  If  American  manufacturers  place  their 
lines  with  live  firms  who  can  exhibit  the  goods  and  unostentatiously 

Sass  out  descriptive  reading  matter,  the  American  trade  would  un- 
oubtedly  increase. 
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CCounl  Ssmnd  C  Reat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Not.  11.] 


Dam  and  Power  Plant  for  Company  to  Bern  Edmonton. 

The  Edmonton  Power  Co.  (Ltd.)  is  planning  to  build  a  solid  con- 
crete dam,  1,500  feet  lon^  and  100  feet  lu^b,  on  the  Saskatchewan 
River,  above  Rocky  Rapids,  maldng  an  artificial  lake  about  CO  square 
miles  in  area.  Electricity  will  then  be  generated  in  a  powec  plant 
below  the  dam  and  brought  to  Edmonton  on  a  steel-tower  trai^iniis- 
sion  line.  At  Edmonton  this  electricity  will  be  "stepped  domi"  in 
the  company's  substation  and  will  be  sold  in  bulk  to  the  city  to  deliver 
to  the  viirious  departments  and  consmsers  as  at  present.  The  com- 
pany is  to  be  granted  no  franchise  within  the  city  and  will  have  noth- 
ing whatever  to  do  with  the  civic  departments  or  private  consumers. 

This  development  will  cost  approximately  $6,000,000,  not  including 
an  electric  railway,  which,  as  a  separate  scheme,  will  be  built  from 
Edmonton  to  the  proposed  power  site.  The  railway  will  develop  and 
make  tributary  to  Edmonton  a  rich  mixed  farming,  timber,  and  pulp- 
"wood  district. 

The  building  of  the  electric  railway  and  complete  power  develop- 
ment will  take  at  least  four  years,  and,  in  order  to  enable  the  city  to 
establish  a  rate  schedule  inamediately,  based  on.  known  power  costs 
for  30  years,  and  thus  secure  customers  now  available  in  the  city,  as 
well  as  new  industries,  the  company  agrees  to  take  over  and  operate 
the  present  city  steam  plant,  selling  the  city  power  at  rates  consider- 
ably lower  than  the  city  has  produced. 

Practically  all  of  the  public  utilities  in  Edmonton  are  owned  and 
managed  by  the  city,  and  this  private  undertaking  is  receiving  the 
support  of  a  number  of  citizens  who  believe  that  municipal  owner- 
ship has  not  been  profitably  demonstrated  in  Edmonton. 

[Articles  on  ratiDlcipal  ownenililp  In  botb  Edmonton  and  Calgary  have  been 
published  recently  In  Comwebce  Repokts.  Developments  since  the  iDcorporatioii 
of  the  city  of  Eklmonton  In  1901  were  shown  in  electric  light  and  power  systetas, 
waterworks,  power  plant,  street  railway,  and  telephone  systems  in  the  Issue  of 
October  9,  1915.  The  article  od  Calgary  was  published  November  16,  1915,  and 
gave  tlie  results  for  several  years  past  in  the  management  of  the  waterworks, 
electric  light  nad  power  plant,  and  street  railway.] 


Cuban  Railroad  to  Have  New  Equipment  and  be  Extended. 

It  has  been  reported  that  the  Cuban  Railroad  Co.  bas  just  pur- 
chased the  Camaguey  and  Nuevitas  Railway.  The  road  which  con- 
nects the  two  cities  is  73  kilometers  (45.36  miles)  long,  and  traverses 
one  of  the  richest  sections  of  the  island.  Its  equipment  is  said  to  be 
antiquated  and  is  to  be  changed  to  the  most  modern  type  and  the  r(Mid 
extended  to  Santa  Cruz  immediately.  This  will  m&kB  an  additional 
line  crossing  Cuba  from  north  to  south. 

The  sugar  and  cattle  industries  along  the  entire  route  are  very  im- 
portant, and  the  improvement  and  extension  of  the  railway  will 
greatly  augment  the  importance  of  both  Camaguey,  as  an  inland 
trade  center,  and  Nuevitas,  a  port  through  which  practically  all  ot 
the  products  intended  for  foreign  export  will  have  to  Pfrss.  i 


CUBA. 


tCoBsul  P.  Uerrtll  Griffltfa,  SanUngo  de  Cnba,  Not.  16.] 
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HOEWAT. 

[ConAol  MaurlM  P.  Dnnlap,  Stavanger,  Nov.  12.1 
Vew  Dry  Docks  and  Shipyards. 

Larger  accommodations  for  building  and  repairing  vessels  are 
under  process  of  construction  at  Stavanger,  Norway,  two  new  dry 
docks,  each  combined  with  a  shipyard,  being  planned.  Both  should 
be  in  full  running  order  within  two  years.  Both  are  badly  needed,  as 
Norway  has  inadequate  facilities  of  this  kind  and  is  compelled  to 
have  all  its  large-^zed  vessels  built  in  England  and  repaired  in  Brit- 
ish or  other  foreign  docks. 

One  of  the  new  dry  docks  will  be  the  largest  in  Konvay.  It  will  be 
located,  along  with  the  new  shipyard,  on  the  island  of  Buoi,  which 
lies  in  the  harbor  a  short  distance  from  the  town  of  Stavanger.  The 
new  project  will  cover  an  area  of  over  80,000  square  yards.  The  dry 
dock  will  be  nm  through  a  rocky  peninsula  and  will  have  outlet  to  a 

f:ood  harbor  on  both  sides.  The  dock  will  be  530  feet  long  and  80 
eet  deep,  with  22^  feet  of  water  over  the  sill.  A  ship  of  8,000  tons 
can  be  accommodated  or  the  dock  will  be  able  to  take  two  smaller 
ships  at  on(»,  which  will  be  separated  by  a  movable  pontoon.  Even- 
tually the  dock  will  be  enlarged  to  take  vessels  of  12,000  tons,  in  par- 
ticular the  Stavangerfjord.  This  boat,  which  will  be  Norway's 
largest  ship,  is  being  built  in  Scotland  and  should  be  ready  for  use 
by  1917. 

The  part  of  the  peninsula  beyond  the  dry  dock  will  be  made  into 
two  quays,  350  and  250  feet  long,  respectively,  which  will  meet  in  a 
point.  These  will  be  used  for  fitting  out  newly  built  ships  as  soon  as 
they  can  go  in  the  water.  An  electric  crane  of  50-ton  lifting  power 
■will  run  along  these  quays  on  rails  lying  6  yards  apart.  The  crane 
will  also  run  along  the  dry  dock  and  will  have  arms  reaching  across  this 
dock  to  the  other  side.  On  this  other  side,  on  the  main  part  of  the 
island,  will  be  located  the  shipbuilding  yards,  where  there  will  be 
three  (and  eventually  four)  berths  constructed,  each  suitable  for 
building  a  ship  up  to  14,000  tons.  There  will  also  be  two  slips, 
accommodating  up  to  2,000  and  800  tons  dead  weight,  respectively, 
where  smaller  vessels  will  be  repaired,  while  the  dock  will  be 
used  more  particularly  for  larger  ones. 

Beyond  the  berths  will  be  a  material  quay  300  feet  long.  A  net- 
work of  rails  will  spread  over  the  whole  area  to  carry  material  to  the 
shipbuilding  sheds  (which  will  cover  an  area  of  over  5,000  square 
yards),  the  slips,  and  the  dry  dock.  Electric  cranes  will  be  used 
everywhere.    It  is  calculated  that  1,800  horsepower  will  be  needed. 

When  docks  and  yards  are  in  running  order  they  should  give  em- 
ployn^ent  to  about  1,500  men.  As  there  might  be  a  lack  of  so  much 
skilled  labor,  a  school  for  50  boys  will  be  established  near  the  work- 
shop, where  young  men  from  the  country  can  learn  the  trade.  The 
company  has  increased  its  capital  to  over  $1,000,000,  all  of  which  is 
Bub^ribed. 

In  connection  with  this  pi-oject  the  municipality  has  purchased 
175,000  scjuare  yards  of  property  on  the  island  of  Buoi,  which  it  pro- 
poses to  improve.  Streets  are  to  be  laid  out  and  plats  for  homes  sold 
at  reasonable  rates  to  the  workmen.  Water  supply,  gas,  etc.,  have 
also  been  arranged  for,  and  a  small  electric  ferry  will  oe  maintained 
to  cany  workm^  and  material  between  the  island  and  the  mainland.. 
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The  concern  that  is  interested  in  dry-dock  ctmstruction  has  had 
two  small  dry  docks — the  only  ones  in  Stavanger~but,  with  the 
company's  capital  increased  to  $225,000,  one  of  the  old  dry  docks  is 
being  enlarged  and  one  filled  up.  Work  has  also  been  started  oa  a 
shipyard  with  three  berths,  each  of  which  will  be  suited  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  10,000-ton  ^ip.  The  dry  dock,  when  enlarged,  will 
be  350  feet  long,  50  feet  broad,  and  14|  feet  deep.  It  wiU  aecoin- 
modate  a  ship  of  6,000  tons.  New  pump  works  are  to  be  installed 
consisting  of  two  electric  pumps  that  together  can  draw  out  about 
260  gallons  of  water  per  second.  With  a  fair-sized  ship  lying  in- 
side the  new  dock  can  oe  pumped  out  in  about  IJ  hours'  tune. 

The  new  quay  will  run  around  three  ^des  of  a  small  bay  and  will 
measure  about  975  feet  in  length. 

[The  names  of  the  two  dry-dock  conrems  may  be  obtalne<l  from  the  Bnveati 
•f  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.   Refer  to  fik  SOh 
L] 


TO 


AlCEBIGAH  OOHSULAA  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  AB6SS0E. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absenn 
the  United  States  and  will  be  f^lad  to  confer  with  business  mm  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  re^cntire 
jurisdictions : 


Num. 


Port. 


Eicpirt- 
tiMOf 
'vflniw. 


AddroB. 


Saminen,  Ibddta  

llayiurd.  Lester  

Peek,  Wfllvs  R  

UfnrnmiOi,  Ofwrn  8. 
Cbaidiire,  Fleming  D . . 

Robertsoa,  W.  Bearj. 

Bammons,  Tbranaa  

OuuBbaruln,  Qtatg/t  A 

OuMdB.  WdUui  W... 
Ta^HCt,  a.  B  


PAoPaalo.  BraxU  

Anto^,  ChlM  

Tslagtau,  China  

Fort  Krl*.  Canada  

CantoD,  Chliia  

BiKnos  Aim,  Ansn- 
lina. 

Shanchal.Cbfna  

Loa  a.nco  Uarqaes, 

Portugueita  Kast 

Africa. 

Vera  Ctue,  Mexico  

ComwaU,  Canada. ... . 


Dpt.  31 
...do..-. 
Jn.  31 
Jan.  1 
7an.  21 


Dec.  31 


Jan.  S 
Dm.  31 


Pab. 


DepartDHBt  nf  Ht.i..,  w-hhigf.,  n 

Do,  . 
Da 
I.«w«e,  Del. 

Baraau  of  Foralgn  and  DonmUeCoii- 
mrree.  Room  400,  riwHwiltiW. 

Newr<rt,M.Y. 

Da 

l!atua  Cbib,  110  Wart  FlftMmiitfe 
Street,  New  Tork  C^. 

Wtodwrt<r,tndr- 
9807  Eleventli  Stnet  NV..  Waditu^ 
ton,  D.  C. 


"  The  tour  of  AmerlcAti  cities  by  Consul  Gcsoral  Tboman  gammons,  of  Shanghai,  Includes 
RochcBter,  Albnnj,  Cnnnjobarle,  New  York.  Dermlt,  Chlroeo,  Seattle,  Tacoma.  Portland, 
and  San  PranelBco,  conolnding  nt  tbc  laMer  place  Jan.  4.  101&  He  will  confer  with  bwl- 
Dcsa  men  at  tbeae  places  who  are  IntcrcRled  In  trade  in  China. 


wool  SALES  IN  HEW  ZEALAHS. 

rContuI  CenernI  Alfred  A.  Wlnalow.  Aaekland,  Not.  16,1 

Record  prices  were  reached  at  the  first  New  Zealand  wool  sale  for 
the  season,  which  was  held  at  Christchiirch  on  November  11.  TTiere 
were  5,548  bales  offered  of  the  different  classes  and  _,fndes,  with  South- 
down ewe  and  half-bred  wools  nt  the  head  at  20  pence  (40  cents)  per 
pound  in  several  cases,  Corriedale  hoggets  at  19J  pence  (38J  cents). 
Little  wool  brought  less  than  15  pence  (30  cents).  Tlie  advance  over 
last  year's  prices  ranged  from  4  cents  for  the  lower  grades  to  7  cents 
for  some  or  the  better  classes. 

Much  of  this  wool  was  purchased  by  American  firms.  The  next 
sale  is  to  be  held  at  Auckland  on  November  26,  when  it  is  expected  a 
much  larger  quantity  of  wool  will  be  offered  and  that  AmericaiL  buy- 
era  will  be  active.  Pr^^rsl*^ 
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BATES  as  COAL  FROK  0SEAT  HRmiH  TO  AIN. 

[Consul  Bobertaoa  Honej,  Madrid,  Nov.  IS.] 

The  Kevista  de  Economfa  7  Hacienda,  published  in  Madrid,  quotes 
freight  rates  on  coal  from  Great  Britain  to  Spain  and  compares  them 

with  rates  of  1914.  The  quotations  are  in  British  shillings  and  pence, 
equivalent,  respectively,  to  24.33  cents  and  2  cents  each.  The  rates 
from  the  various  British  ports  to  Spanish  destinations  are: 


1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Fran  Cardiff  to— 

t.  d. 

e  e 

8  • 
10  0 
10  0 

9  8 

7  0 

10  0 

8  0 
U  S 

f.  d. 

as  0 

28  0 
32  3 
31  0 
37  S 

26  0 

27  0 

19  0 
21  0 

From  Swansea  to— 

«.  if. 
IS  0 
8  0 

8  ft 
10  8 

17  8 

9  0 
t  4 

18  « 

1.  i. 

89  0 
9«  0 
82  0 
33  0 

88  0 

'  >B  0 
S7  « 

ao  0 

From  Tyn«  to— 

From  Newport  to— 

Hatam  

SoviUs  

FEWER  VESSELS  IH  FEWFOUNDLAJn)  SEAUNO  FLEET. 


rconral  Jamea  B.  Benedict.  8t  Johti'a,  Dec.  0.] 

At  present  there  seems  to  be  only  eight  available  steamers  to  prose- 
cute the  Newfoundland  seal  fishery  the  coming  spring.  Five  have 
recently  been  sold  to  the  Russian  Government,  and  their  loss  to  the 
sealing  fleet  will  be  severely  felt  It  is  r^orted  that  the  Stephano 
and  tlie  Florkel^  of  the  Red  Cross  Line,  will  not,  as  hwetofore,  be 
employed  in  the  seal  fishery  on  accoimt  of  the  large  amount  of  f  rdffht 
offering.  Inquiries  have  been  made  from  abroad  about  the  Erik 
and  the  Diana^  with  a  view  to  purchasing,  and  it  is  said  that  if  the 
owners  can  obtain  the  price  asked  the  vessels  will  be  sold.  It  now 
looks  as  tiiou^  there  would  not  be  a  inngle  steel  diip  engaged  in  this 
industry. 

TKAFFIC  OH  AHVB  RAILROAD. 

[Conaol  John  K.  Caldwell.  VladlToatok,  Aalatle  Rnaaia,  Hot.  17.] 

The  management  of  the  temporarv  exploitation  of  the  Western 
Amur  Railroad  has  informed  the  Habaroisk  Chamber  of  Commerce 
that,  beginning  November  14,  two  freight- passenger  trains  will  run 
bewteen  the  stations  Bochkarevo  and  Burea  pristan,  and  between 
Burea  (left  shore)  and  Vladimirovka  pristan,  with  interruptions  at 
the  Burea  and  Amur  Rivers.  During  the  winter,  when  the  rivers  are 
frozen,  miinterrupted  communication  will  he  established,  as  the  cars 
will  cross  over  the  ice.  Through  traffic  is  expected  to  open  over  the 
Burea  River  bridge  in  April,  1916,  and  over  the  Amur  Kiver  bridge 
in  October,  1916.  Vladimirovka  station  is  situated  on  the  Amur 
River  opposite  Kabarofsk. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Room  409  ITnlted  States  CtistoiiihoTise  *  Boston,  elghteentli  floor 
TTnited  States  Customhoase;  Chic&KO.  504  Federal  BnlMing;  St  Lonis,  403  Third 
Hational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  XniUlng;  New  Orleans,  1020 
-Slbemia  Bank  Building;  San  Tranolsco,  306  United  States  Cnstombonse;  Seattle, 
823  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  oAoes:  Cieveland,  Ghanber  ot  Con- 
steree;  Cincinnati,  Cbamber  of  Gonunerce;  I«b  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeree; 
l>etroi^  Board  ot  Commeree;  PUladelpliia,  CbamlMT  of  Oommerce. 
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ABOEKTINE  KABOT  FOK  SUQAS  UACHINEST.  . 

[Counl  Wflllam  Dawmn.  Jr.,  Rosario.] 

The  production  of  raw  siigar  in  Argentina  varied  during  the  5-year 
period  1908-1912  from  127,322  to  180,092  metric  tons  (metric  ton= 
2,204.6  pounds).   The  Province  of  Tucuman  produces  from  80  to  85 

1)er  cent  of  the  total  output,  the  remainder  coming  chiefly  froin  Jujuy. 
[n  1913,  owing  to  favorable  weather  conditions,  the  Province  of 
Tucuman  alone  produced  221,000  metric  tons  of  raw  sugar  from 
2,606,567  tons  of  cane.  [An  exhaustive  review  of  the  Tucuman  sugar 
industry  appeared  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Sept 
21,1914.1  . 

According  to  the  last  industrial  census  (1910),  Argentina  had  37 
raw-sugar  factories  ("  ingenios  ") ,  with  a  total  capital  of  $31 ,597,430. 
These  factories  employed  38,591  persons  (8,335  in  factories  and  30,256 
in  the  fields),  and  required  34,650  horsepower  (all  steam)  to  operate 
'their  machinery.  These  figures  are  old  and  undoubtedly  fiui  far 
fhort  of  representing  the  present  condition  of  the  industry. 

The  Province  of  Tucuman  has  at  the  present  time  30  "  ingenios," 
26  to  28  of  which  are  usually  in  operation  during  the  sugar  season. 
The  total  capital  invested  in  the  30  "  ingenios  "  of  the  Province  of 
Tucuman  is  estimated  variously  at  100,000,000  to  250,000,000  paper 
pesos  ($42,460,000  to  $106,150,000).  A  conservative  estimate  would 
appear  to  be  about  $60,000,000.  This  includes  factories,  machinery, 
implements,  live  stock,  and  plantations  owned  by  ''ingenios"  but  not 
those  of  independent  planters.  The  largest  Tucuman  "  ingenio"  has 
-a  crushing  capacity  of  about  2,500  tons  of  cane  per  day,  and  a  number 
of  factories  have  a  daily  (24-hour)  capacity  of  1,500  tons  of  cane. 

It  is  obvious  that  an  industry  of  this  magnitude  concentrated  in  a 
small  district  (the  Province  of  Tucuman  has  an  Area  of  10,422  square 
miles)  must  present  an  active  and  important  market  for  materials  and 
supplies  of  all  kinds  used  in  cultivating  cane  and  extracting  sugar. 
For  the  purposes  of  this  report  three  large  "  ingenios  "  locat^  to  the 
north  of  Tucuman,  in  the  Provinces  of  Salta  and  Jujuy,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  belonging  to  the  Tucuman  sugar  district,  since  these  fac- 
tories purchase  their  machinery  and  supplies  through  Tucuman. 

The  total  market  represented  by  the  Tucuman  su^ar  industry, 
including  machinery  of  all  kinds,  supplies,  and  agricultural  im- 
plements, is  estimated  by  a  representative  of  a  combine  operating 
a  number  of  large  "ingenios"  at  7,000,000  to  8,000,000  paper 
pesos  annually  (approximately  $3,000,000  to  $3,400,000).  This  in- 
cludes freight  to  Tucuman  and  cost  of  instnllntion  in  case  of  ma- 
chinery. On  the  other  hand  a  machinery  expert  considera  these 
figures  too  high  and  states  that  average  anmial  purchases  of  sugar 
machiner;^  alone  do  not  exceed  2,000,000  paper  pesos  ($850,000)  f.  o.  b. 
port  of  shipment.  It  is  estimated,  however,  that  the  ccst  of  machinery 
completely  installed  is  about  double  the  export  price,  so  that  when 
all  other  supplies  as  well  as  agricultural  implements  are  taken  into 
consideration  the  first  figures  do  not  appear  greatly  excessive. 

Kaoltlnery  st  Present  In  ITse. 

Up  to  a  comparatively  recent  date  French  and  English  sugar  ma- 
chinery had  the  best  sole  in  Tucuman.  The  French  influence  has 
always  been  strong  in  the  Province  and  Frenchmen  have  played  an 
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im|>ortant  part  in  the  development  of  the  sugar  industry.  English 
capital  has  also  been  well  r^resented.  Tecmiical  and  other  man- 
aging employees,  particularly  of  the  important  factories,  are  largely 
French,  German,  Swiss,  and  English.  The  machines  most  com- 
monly found  at  present  in  factories  are  those  of  Oail  and  Fives- 
Lille  (French) ;  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  Mirrlees  Watson  Co.,  John 
McNeil  &  Co.,  Watson,  Laidlaw  &  Co.  (British) ;  and  Breitfeld, 
Danek  Engineering  Co.  (Austrian).  Krupp  (Germany)  has  also 
sold  some  machinery,  as  have  other  German  factories.  Some  Ameri- 
can equipment  has  been  purchased.  None  of  the  numerous  factory 
managers  and  specialists  interviewed  blew  of  an^  instance  in  which 
Dutch  or  Belgixin  sugar  machinery,  strictly  speakmg,  has  been  intro- 
duced at  Tucmnan. 

:  Of  the  four  large  factories  visited,  varying  in  capacity  from  1,200 
to  2,500  tons  of  cane  a  day,  all  had  either  Fawoett-Preston  or  Fives- 
liille  mills.  The  Krajewsky  crusher  is  used  almost  universally.  It 
appears  that  while  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  have  in  the  past  done  a 
big  business,  new  orders  are  being  plao^  chiefiy  with  French  and 
Austrian  factories.  Defecation  tanks  are,  as  a  rule,  fumi^ied  by 
sugar-mill  manufacturers,  but  are  ako  made  in  Ai^^tina.  Triple 
and  quadruple  effect  vacuum  pans  are  used.  Here  again  French  and 
Austrian  establishments  receive  the  preference  at  present,  although 
English  manufacturers  are  also  doing  a  good  business.  The  same  is 
true  of  crystallizers.  Watson-Laidlaw  centrifugals  are  used  almost 
exclusively.  Kestner  evaporators  are  being  introduced.  In  the  vast 
majority  of  instances  a  great  variety  of  machinery  of  all  makes  and 
agra  will  be  found  assembled  in  the  same  factory.  Only  one  in- 
s^nce  was  cited  of  an  entire  plant  which  was  installed  at  one  time,  and 
in  this  case  machinery  was  purchased  from  different  concerns. 

In  general  it  may  be  said  that  French  and  Austrian  machinery  is 
now  nnding  the  best  market,  while  English  (including  Scotch)  equip- 
ment, of  which  there  is  still  a  great  deal  in  use,  has  lost  ground.  This 
applies  to  sugar  machinery,  strictly  speaking.  There  is,  of  course,  a 
great  variety  of  general  machinery,  such  as  cranes,  pumps,  and  en- 
gines in  all  factories.  Practicall;^  all  producing  countries  are  repre- 
sented. Some  of  the  machines  which  find  most  general  acceptance  are 
'^ulzer  (Swiss)  engines,  American  cranes,  and  Babcock  boilers. 
Bales  Kethods  and  Terms. 

One  of  the  leading,  if  not  the  prime,  factor  in  marketing  sugar 
machinery  in  Argentina  is  the  local  agent.  In  one  or  two  instances 
European  manufacturers  have  agents  at  Buenos  Aires,  with  sub- 
agents  at  Tucuman.  While  general  machinery  (engines,  boilers, 
cranes,  agricultural  implements,  etc.)  for  which  there  is  a  market 
in  other  parts  of  the  Republic  can  be  sold  advantageously  on  such  a 
basis,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  sugar  machinery  should  be  handled 
by  an  expert  located  at  Tucuman  and  that  the  intervention  of  a 
Buenos  Aires  house  only  tends  to  increase  the  cost  of  selling.  There 
are  a  considerable  number  of  mechanical  engineers  at  Tucuman  who 
represent  European  factories  and  incidentally  act  as  consulting  raigi- 
neers  for  **  in^nios." 

The  following  example  will  best  illustrate  the  part  played  by  the 
local  agent :  Some  four  years  ago  a  European  firm  which  had  up  to 
that  time  sold  little  or  no  sugar  machinery  in  Tucuman  sent  out  on 

Digitized  by  Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


engineer  who  is  admittedly  the  best  sugar-machinery  expert  in  the 
Province.  This  agf^nt  furnishes  any  sort  of  information  and  ftdvice 
desired  to  factories  which  purchase  machine^,  from  him,  is  exceed- 
ingly active,  and  is  reported  to  have  secured  for  his  firm  half  the 
machinery  orders  placed  in  Tucuman  last  season.  Factories  have 
in  many  instances  no  very  able  technical  men  and  are  largely  guided 
by  the  advice  of  experts  who  are  at  the  same  time  agents  for  i^uropean 
machinery  manufacturers.  As  already  stated,  highly  paid  employees 
and  factory  engineers  are  largely  foreigners,  and  will  naturally  be 
more  or  less  inclined  to  consider  favorably  machinery  made  in  their 
native  coimtries,  with  which  they  are  probably  most  familiar. 

Terms  of  sale  represent  anotner  important  factor.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  even  the  largest "  ingenios  "  have  little  ready  capital. 
As  a  rule  they  have  to  carry  cane  planters  from  one  crop  to  another, 
which  further  reduces  supply  of  ready  money.  The  que^on  of  terms 
is  in  most  instances  an  important  one.  French  and  Austrian  factories 
have  the  reputation  of  giving  good  terma  While  there  is  no  uni- 
versal rule,  terms  of  one-third  with  order,  one-third  against  doca- 
mente,  and  a  note  for  the  remainder  due  on  July  31  of  the  "  cam- 
paign "  following  erection  of  machinery  are  said  to  be  acceptable  to 
the  factories.  Some  firms  give  up  to  18  months'  time  for  final  pay- 
ment of  balance.  In  such  cases  the  factory  is  Ukely  to  charge  6  per 
cent  interest,  which  is  more  than  the  money  would  bring  in  Europe. 
English  factories  are  less  inclined  than  their  competitors  to  give  lib* 
era!  terms. 

Karket  for  Amerioan  Kaohinery. 

American  sugar  machinery  is  little  known  in  Tucuman.  The  writer 
was  told  by  a  gentleman  representing  European  manufacturers  that 
American  machinery  had  been  tried,  but  that,  owing  to  inferior  con- 
struction, it  gave  poor  results,  and  is  now  completely  dis(»redited. 
This  was  corroborated  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  manager  of  one  of 
the  large  "  ingenios,"  who  had  not,  however,  had  any  peraonal  ex- 
perience with  American  machinery.  On  the  other  hand,  several 
equally  well  informed  persons  stated  that  so  far  as  they  Icnew  prac- 
tically no  American  sugar  machinery  had  been  used  in  Tucuman.  At 
any  rate,  very  little  American  equipment  has  been  introduced  in  the 
Argentine  sugar  industry  under  its  own  name,  and  its  reputation  is — 
in  certain  quarters,  at  least— rather  unfavorable.  How  far  this  may 
be  due  to  a  natural  desire  to  keep  out  competition  on  the  part  of  rival 
factories  is  hard  to  determine. 

.  An  American,  exceptionally  well  placed  to  judge  of  the  possibility 
of  selling  American  sugar  machinery  in  Tucuman,  believes  that  it 
would  find  a  market,  provided  it  were  properly  introduced.  Machinery 
can  be  sold  in  only  one  way.  An  expert,  who  speaks  the  language  and 
who  is  given  a  good  salary  and  an  ample  expense  allowance,  should  be 
sent  down  to  study  the  market  thoroughly.  He  could  probably  secure 
employment  in  diiferent  mills  for  a  short  period,  and  thus  familiarize 
himself  with  local  requirements.  With  the  necessary  experience  In 
the  local  field,  coupled  with  a  good  knowledge  of  American  ma^in- 
ery,  an  expert  could  undoubtedly  suggest  machines  which  could  be 
used  to  advantage.  Any  factory  or  syndicate  trying  to  work  the 
Tucuman  market  would  undoubtedly  have  to  go  to  considerable 
initial  expense— a  representative  should  have  at  least  1|000  paper 
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{>esos  ($425)  a  month — and  mi^ht  have  to  wait  a  year  and  perhaps 
onger  for  results.  The  American  mentioned  above  believes  that 
American  machinery  can  be  sold  in  this  way,  and,  so  far  as  a  layman 
can  judge,  the  writer  is  inclined  to  share  this  o|)inion  after  due 
study  and  wide  discussion  with  persons  familiar  with  conditions  in 
Tucuman. 

f  oidble  OpenlBC  for  American  Capital— Ugbt  Equipment 

Another  way  in  which  American  sugar  machinery  could  be  intro- 
duced into  Tucuman  might  be  found  in  th»  investment  of  American 
capital  in  the  sugar  industry.  As  already  stated,  few  "ingenios" 
have  a  large  supply  of  ready  capital,  and  mills  can  always  be  found 
which  are  eager  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  foreign  investors.  Some 
of  the  large  cane  planters  and  landholders  of  me  Province  mi^t 
also  be  induced  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  an  American  mana- 
facturer  by  which  the  latter  would  erect  the  plant  and  the  former 
furnish  the  land  and  cane.  Such  investments  should,  of  course,  be 
made  only  after  due  study  and  investigation  of  conditions  in  the 
Tucuman  industry. 

At  the  present  time  the  independent  planter  depends  on  the  "  in- 
genio  "  for  his  market,  and  in  aoundant  years  he  is  apt  to  have  more 
or  1^  difficulty  in  selling  his  cane  at  a  remunerative  price.  The 
opinion  was  heard  in  Tucuman  that  some  of  the  independent  planters 
might  eventually  install  light  equipment  such  as  is  understood  to  be 
in  use  on  Cuban  plantations,  which  would  permit  them  to  mill  their 
cane  themselves  in  case  "  ingenio  "  prices  made  it  advisable.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  leading  authority  on  the  Tucuman  industry  considers 
this  impracticable  on  account  of  the  high  cost  of  production. 

Xlseellaneoni  Kaehinery,  Cane  Clialiu,  aad  BeltliV' 

While  American  sugar  machinery  is  not  sold  in  Tucuman  at  present, 
factories  have  more  or  less  general  equipment  of  American  manufac- 
ture. One  of  the  most  popular  American  products  is  the  gyratory 
crane  for  hoisting  and  lowering  cane.  Formerly  cane  was  unloaded 
from  carts  and  railway  cars  and  placed  on  c<niductors  by  hand. 
Cranes,  driven  in  case  of  main  cranes  of  large  factories  by  steam  and 
in  others  by  mules  or  oxen,  are  now  universally  used.  Countless  cranes 
are  to  be  found  scattered  over  the  Province,  at  factories,  railway 
stations,  and  sidings. 

Cane  chains  with  patent  locks,  of  which  every  factoir  takes  car- 
load lots,  were  before  the  expiration  of  the  patent  supplied  exclusively 
by  the  United  States.  Germany  is  said  to  be  getting  the  main  trade 
at  present.   A  Tucuman  dealer  states  that  American  chains  cost  6 

f old  pesos  ($4.83)  c.  i.  f.  Buenos  Aires  each,  whereas  German  manu- 
acturers  deliver  chains  at  Buenos  Aires  for  2.85  gold  pesos  ($2.75) 
(including  lock  in  both  cases). 

Belting  used  by  "  ingenios  "  is  at  present  chiefly  of  English,  Ger- 
man, and  French  make.  The  demand  for  belting  is  estimated  at 
$4,000  per  year  for  each  of  the  principal  "  ingenios."  A  local  dealer 
recently  took  an  agency  for  American  belting,  and  believes  that,  pro- 
vided good  terms  are  oflfered,  American  belting  can  be  sold.  In  his 
opinion  the  best  opening  would  be  eitiier  for  a  very  superior  or  for  a 
very  cheap  belting. 
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SITLES  eOVEBH  BANEESS'  SOHESTIG  ACCEPTANCES. 

The  Federal  Eeserve  Board  has  decided  that  bankers'  domestic 
acceptances,  as  defined  and  restricted  by  a  new  regulation,  constitute 
a  very  useful  class  of  paper,  and  has  issued  regulation,  to  cover  the 
purchase,  in  the  open  market,  of  certain  domestic  acceptances  author- 
ized by  certain  State  laws. 

In  Regulation  K,  series  of  1915,  relating  to  the  discount  of  bankers' 
acceptances,  the  board  provided  for  the  purchase  in  the  open  market 
of  bankers*  acceptances  based  on  the  importation  or  exportation  of 
goods.  The  board  further  states  that  it  has  not  felt  justified,  when 
admitting  State  banlcs  and  trust  companies  into  the  Federal  Reserve 
System,  m  stipulating  that  such  domestic  acceptances  should  not  be 
continued  under  reasonable  limitations  as  a  part  of  their  business. 

Inasmuch  as  the  making  of  these  domestic  acceptances  has  been 
recognized  by  the  board  as  the  exercise  of  a  legitimate  banking 
function  when  authorized  by  law,  it  is  tliought  that  they  are  oi 
the  character  to  make  desirable  investments  for  Federal  reserve 
banks.  The  board  has,  therefore,  issued  the  new  regulation,  not  only 
embodying  the  authority  given  in  Regiilation  R,  series  of  1915,  to 
purchase  bankers'  acceptances  based  on  the  importation  or  exporta- 
tion of  goods,  but  also  authorizing  the  purchase  of  bankers'  domestic 
acceptances  within  the  limits  prescribed  in  the  regulation,  whicli 
provides: 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board  has  determined  that,  until  further  notice,  to  Ite 
eltRlble  for  purchase  under  iiectfon  14  at  the  rates  to  be  establlBhed  for  the  pup- 
chase  of  Imnkera'  domestic  and  foreign  acceptances : 

(a)  Acceptances  must  have  been  made  bj  a  bank  or  trust  company,  or  hj 
some  firm,  person,  company,  or  corporation  engaged  In  the  business  of  accept- 
ing or  discounting.  Such  acceptances  will  hereafter  be  referred  to  as  "  bankers' 
acceptances  " ; 

(6)  A  banker's  acceptance  must  be  drawn  by  a  purchaser  or  seller  or  other 
person,  Arm,  company,  or  corporation  directly  connected  with  the  importation 
or  exportation  of  the  goods  Involved  In  the  transaction  In  which  the  acceptance 
originated,  or  by  a  "banker."  The  bill  must  not  be  renewed  after  the  goods 
have  been  surrendered  to  the  purchaser  or  consignee,  except  for  such  roasonnWc 
period  OS  may  have  been  agreed  upon  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  credit 
as  a  condition  Incidental  to  the  Importation  or  exportation  Involved,  provided 
timt  the  bill  must  not  contain  or  be  subject  to  any  condition  wliereby  the  holder 
thereof  Is  obligated  to  renew  the  same  at  maturity  ; 

(o)  A  banker's  foreign  necoptance  must  bear  on  its  face  or  be  nccompanlefl  by 
evidence  in  form  satisfactory  to  a  Federal  reserve  bank  tliat  it  originated  in,  or 
Is  based  upon,  a  transaction  or  transaction*!  Involving  the  Importation  or  ex- 
portation of  goods.  Such  evidence  may  consist  of  a  cwtlflcatc  on  or  accom- 
panying the  acceptance  to  the  following  elTect:  "  This  acceptance  Is  based  npoa 
a  transaction  involving  the  Importation  or  exportation  of  goods.  Reference 
No.  .  Name  of  acceptor  ." 

(d)  A  banker's  domestic  acceptance  must  be  based  on  n  trnnsaction  covering 
the  shipment  of  gomls,  such  transaction  to  be  evidenced  at  the  time  of  acceptance 
by  accompanying  shipping  documents,  or  must  bo  secured  by  a  warehouse 
receipt  co%'ering  readily  marketable  staples  and  issued  by  a  warehouse  inde- 
pendent of  the  borroAver ;  or  by  the  pledge  of  goods  actually  sold ; 

<e)  A  banker's  domestic  acceptance  must  bear  on  Its  face  or  be  accranpanled 
by  evidence  In  form  satisfactory  to  the  Federal  reserve  bank  that  It  Is  based 
on  a  transaction  or  is  secui-ed  by  a  receipt  or  pledge  of  the  diaracter  deflned 
in  (d)  hereof.  Such  eviilence  may  consist  of  a  certificate  in  general  form  similar 
to  tliat  suggeste<]  in  (n)  hereof; 

(/)  Banker's  acceptances,  otlier  than  those  of  member  banks,  whether  foreign 
or  domestic,  shall  he  eligible  only  iifter  the  acceptors  shall  have  agreed  In  writing 
to  furniah  to  the  Federal  reserve  banks  of  their  respective  districts,  upon  request* 
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Informntlon  concernlog  the  nature  of  the  transactions  Qi:ainst  which  acceptances 
(certified  or  bedrlng  evidence  under  (c)  and  (c)  hereof)  have  l)een  made; 

(g)  The  aggregate  of  bills,  domestic  and  foreign,  of  any  one  drawer,  drawn  on 
and  accepted  by  any  bank  or  trust  company  and  purchased  or  discounted  by  a 
Federal  reserve  bank,  shall  at  no  time  exceed  10  per  cent  of  the  unimpaired 
capital  and  surplus  of  such  bank  or  trust  company,  but  this  restriction  shall 
not  apply  to  the  purchase  or  discount  of  bills  drawn  In  good  faith  against  actu- 
ally existing  values;  that  Is,  bills  the  acceptor  of  which  Is  secured  by  a  lien  on 
or  by  a  transfer  of  title  to  the  goods  to  be  transported,  or  by  otlier  adequate 
security,  such  as  a  warehouse  receipt,  or  the  pledge  of  goods  actually  sold; 

(A)  The  aggr^ate  of  bills,  domestic  and  foreign,  of  any  one  drawer,  drawn 
on  and  accepted  by  any  firm,  person,  company,  or  corporation  (otlier  than  a  bank 
or  trust  company)  engaged  In  the  bosloess  of  discounting  or  accepting,  and 
purchased  or  discounted  by  a  Federal  reserve  bank,  shall  at  no  time  exceed  a  sum 
equal  to  a  definite  percentage  of  the  paid-in  capital  of  such  Federal  reserve  bank, 
such  percentage  to  be  fixed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Federal  Reserve  Board'; 
but  this  restriction  shall  not  apply  to  the  purchase  or  discount  of  bills  drawn 
In  good  faith  against  actually  existing  values;  that  Is,  bills  the  acceptor  of 
which  is  secured  by  a  lien  on  or  by  a  transfer  of  title  to  the  goods  to  be  trans- 
ported or  by  other  adequate  security,  such  as  a  warehouse  receipt,  or  tlie  pledge 
of  goods  actually  sold. 

(i)  The  aggregate  of  bankers*  acceptances,  domestic  and  foreign,  made  by  anr 
one  firm,  person,  company,  or  corporation  (other  than  a  bank  or  trust  com- 
pany) engaged  In  the  business  of  discounting  or  accepting,  purchased  or  dis- 
counted by  a  Federal  reserve  bank,  shall  at  no  time  exceed  a  sum  equal  to  a 
definite  percentage  of  the  paid-in  capital  of  such  F-ederal  reserve  bank;  such 
percentage  to  be  fixed  from  time  to  time  by  tbe  Federal  Reserve  Board. 

No  Federal  reserve  bank  shall  purchase  a  domestic  or  foreign  acceptance  of 
a  "  banker  "  other  than  a  member  bank  which  does  not  bear  the  indorsement  of 
a  member  bank,  unless  there  Is  furnished  a  satisfactory  statement  of  the 
financial  condition  of  tbe  acceptor  In  form  to  be  approved  by  the  FedaM  Reserve 
Board. 

Federal  reserve  banks  should  bear  In  mind  that  preference  should  be  given 
wherever  possible  to  acceptances  Indorsed  by  a  member  bank,  discounted  under 
section  13,  not  only  because  of  the  additional  protection  that  such  Indorsement 
affords,  but  also  because  of  the  reason  that  acceptances  discounted  under  sec- 
tion 13  may  be  used  as  collateral  security  for  the  issue  of  Federal  reserve  notes. 

Action  previouslv  taken  by  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  in  relation 
to  domestic  bills  of  exchange  was  the  subject  of  an  article  publiEhed 
in  CouMSRGB  Bbfobts  for  July  26, 1915. 

CAHABIAH  REWSFHIirr  AND  FITLF  EZFOBTS. 

[Extract  from  Financial  Times  of  Nov.  20,*  forwarded  by  Conaul  O.  Gaylord  Marab,  de- 
tailed as  vice  conRu).  OttJiWB.1 

The  latest  Government  returns  emphasize  the  growing  trade  Can- 
ada is  doing  in  newsprint  and  pulp  export.  The  new  figures  secured 
this  week  were  for  the  month  of  August.  With  a  total  of  $1,564,510 
for  the  month,  the  Dominion's  newsprint  exports  have  reached  a  new 
high  mark  for  a  single  month's  business. 

The  bigger  business  with  the  United  States,  which,  of  course,  is 
Canada's  Mst  pulp  and  paper  customer,  reached  the  proportions  of 
$1,320,504  during  August.  For  the  five  months  of  the  Dominion's 
fiscal  year  newsprint  exports  to  the  United  States  alone  aggregated 
$5,909,618,  compai*ed  with  $4,630^97  in  the  corresponding  period  of 
a  year  ago. 

The  export  trade  in  newsprint  for  the  five  months  reached  a  grand 
total  of  $6,663,289,  compared  with  $5,321,419  a  year  ago.  The  amount 
of  business  contrasts  with  eight  months'  trade  in  1913,  totaling 
$6^18,177,  and  eight  months  in  1912  amounting  to  $3,110,468. 

England  is  becoming  a  bigger  buyer  of  our  newsprint.  A  year  af^o 
England  imported  only  $7,646  worth  of  the  Canadian  product  j  this 
year  $28^82.  The  colomea  are  maintaining  their  pi«Tious4>usiness. 
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FOEEiaK  TBADE  OPFOBTinnnES. 


Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Borcaa  and  Its  brsMcli  oScea.  Rcq^iest 
-  for  eacb  opportunltr  should  be  on  a  sciinratc  sheet  and  the  flle  Dnmber  gtreo. 

ilaehineif,  batkctn,  etc..  No.  10568. — An  American  consular  officer  reports  that  a 
comimnr  In  Ubile  desires  to  secure  a  machine  to  be  tqieratecl  by  electric 
power  for  sewing  brooms.  It  also  wislies  to  commnnicate  witli  exporters  of 
coconut  filter  doormats,  and  all  kinds  of  baskets,  exc^t  grocers'  baskets  and 
those  made  of  wire. 

Metal  bvtt<m«.  No.  — A  oomraerclal  attach^  of  the  D^artment  of  Oom- 
men-e  reports  that  a  Arm  In  rem  desires  quotations  on  aingle-plece  metal 
pnnts  buttons,  with  four  holert  and  sharply  depressed  In  the  center;  slxe  to 
be  from  14  to  18  millimeters,  and  In  various  colors.  Values  may  be  er- 
pressed  In  American  currency  but  correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Pharmoccutical  producls,  manicuring  articles,  etc.,  No,  19570. — An  American 
consular  officer  In  China  reports  that  a  company  In  his  district  wishes  to 
be  placed  In  touch  with  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical  products,  nmnl- 
curlng  articles,  sponges,  optical  goods,  photographic  supplies,  etc.  Cata- 
logues and  samr^es  are  desired  with  prices  and  discounts  f.  o.  b.  Pacific 
ports.  Payment  will  be  made  on  ^gbt  or  30  days  draft  References  given. 

ScuHng  machinet,  cooking  gtovcs,  etc.  No.  t^l. — A.  letter  to  the  Bureau  from 
n  firm  in  India  requests  that  it  be  placed  In  communication  with  manu- 
facturers of  sewing  machines,  cooking  stoves,  steel  cash  boxes  with  bottom 
lock  attachment,  childrctis*  tricycles,  IceH:ream  freezers,  etc. 

ifaeliiHerp,  No.  19572. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal 
states  that  n  commission  house  de.-4lres  quotations,  by  cable,  on  flour-mill 
machinery  with  a  capacity  of  400.000  pounds  dally. 

Portland  cement,  lumber,  etc.  No.  1957.1. — A  commercial  attach^  of  tbe  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  reports  that  a  Arm  in  I*eru  wishes  to  be  placed  In  com- 
mnnlcation  with  American  exporters  of  Portland  cement,  building  lumber, 
blasting  powder,  caustic  sotla,  glass  for  windows  and  interior  construction, 
etc.  Oorrespottdehce  may  be  In  English  or  t^nisb,  although  tlie  latto- 
is  preferred. 

Uen'g  underwear.  No.  10574.— A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  reports  that  a  firm  in  the  Orient  desires  to  be  lAaced 
in  touch  with  manufacturers  of  men's  bleaclied  undershirts,  with  long  or 
short  sleeves.  In  gray  or  white.  In  prices  ranging  from  $2.25  to  $4.50  per 
dozen,  sizes  28,  30,  and  32,  packed  30  dozen  in  a  case.  The  firm  is  prepared 
to  pay  ca.sh  on  day  of  shipment.  Samples  and  prices  (c.  I.  f.  port  of  destina- 
tion, if  possible)  should  be  forwarded  with  the  first  coramunlcatlou,  and  a 
code  word  given  for  each  quality.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Kngllsh.  .A 
sample  of  the  undershirt  desired  may  be  examined  at  tlie  Bureau  or  its 
branch  offices.   {Refer  to  File  No.  798.) 

Textiles  and  gcnerat  merchandise,  No.  19575. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Paraguay  reports  that  a  company  desires  to  communicate  with  masnfac- 
turers  of  textiles  and  general  merchandise. 

Paper  bags.  No.  19576. — ^A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  commercial  orgnniza- 
tlon  states  that  a  firm  In  Greece  Is  desirous  of  communicating  with  mann- 
factui-era  of  paper  bags,  samples  of  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
or  Its  branch  offices.    (Bcfer  to  file  No.  81.) 

Pltarmaeeutical  products,  No.  19577. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  Italy  states  that  a  huslncfts  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  be  placed 
In  comunuilcatlon  with  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical  products.  Bank 
references  are  given.  Correspondence  should  bo  In  Italian,  French,  m 
Spai'ish. 

Wheat,  rice,  etc..  No.  19578. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  a 
company  in  Greece  de.sires  to  represent  American  firms  exporting  wheat, 
rice,  kerosene,  chemical  products,  and  drugs,  liowest  quotations  should  be 
submitted.  Prices  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination,  and  terms  of  paymeat 
should  be  sent. 

Hides  and  oil  of  petitgrain.  No.  19579.— A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  in  Paraguay  states  that  a  general  exporting  company  wishes  to  be 
placed  In  communication  with  American  importers  of  hides  and  oil  of  petit- 
grain.  It  Is  stated,  however,  that  only  firms  already  familiar  with  articles 
from  Paraguay  need  answer. 
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FiraCHASE  07  GEB£AIS  IS  FOBTVOAL. 

(Vice  Consul  In  Charge  Ramon  3.  Janer,  Lisbon,  Not.  24.] 

The  Portuguese  Government  has  set  aside  in  the  Ministry  of  Fo- 
mento  the  sum  of  1,000,000  escudos  (about  $670,000)  for  the  purchase 
of  cereals  authorized  by  decree  of  September  14, 1915. 


ESTIMATED  FBOmrCnOir  OS  ABACA  EEHF. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  War  Department,  is  in  receipt  of 
the  following  cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  in  response  to  the  bureau^s  cable  inquiry  as  to  the  esti- 
mated production  of  abaca  (coarse  and  coarse  brown)  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1916 : 

Fiber  Division  estimates  prodnctlon  abaca  January-March  about  265,000  bales, 
of  which  65,000  will  be  coarse  and  coarse  brown ;  these  estimates  are  subject  to 
modlflcatlon,  as  on  December  6  another  typhoon  struck  fJorsogon,  Albay,  and 
Gamarlnes,  damaging  crops  Including  abaca ;  details  of  such  damage  not  now 
available. 


CONSIDEB  STAKDABDS  FOB  BAEHTG  FOWDEB. 

A  hearing  on  baking  powder  and  its  ingredients  will  be  held  by 
the  joint  committee  on  definitions  and  standards  at  the  Bureau  of 
Chemistry,  "Washington,  D.  C.j  at  10  a.  m.,  on  January  14,  191G.  At 
this  hearing  the  trade  and  all  interested  parties  will  be  given  an  op- 
poi-tunity  to  present  to  the  committee  their  views  as  to  what  should 
constitute  a  proper  definition  or  standard  for  baking  powder. 

The  joint  committee  on  definitions  and  standards  is  composed  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
Association  of  American  Dairy,  Food,  and  Drug  Officials,  and  the 
Association  of  Official  Amicultural  Chemists.  This  committee  recom- 
mends standards  and  ddnnitions  for  food  and  drug  products  for  the 

fuidance  of  Federal  and  State  officials  in  the  enforcement  of  food  and 
mg  laws. 
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EZFOBT  B£CLABATIOH  PBOGEOmE  AHEVBED. 

A  revised  draft  of  the  regulations  entitled  Shippers'  Export 
Declarations  and  Export  Procedure"  (Treasury  Decision  35708  of 
Sept  15, 1915) .  was  approved  jointly  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
and  the  Secretary  of  Commoxse  on  DecenJ!)er  14, 1915,  and  iasoed  as 
Treasury  Decision  35969. 

The  new  order  makes  clear  certain  doubtful  points  in  the  first  ordtf 
and  meets  some  well-founded  objections  against  specific  provisions. 
The  principal  modifications  are  as  follows: 

Instead  ot  January  1,  191^  ttie  new  regalatlona  are  made  effecttve  oa  Feb- 
ruary 1, 1916. 

No  oath  is  requtreO  on  declamtions  for  export  by  vessel  If  total  value  of  sblp- 
mmt  does  not  exceed  $100. 

It  Is  spedBcaUy  provided  that  the  declaratloDa  may  be  executed  by  an  author^ 
Ized  agent  of  the  shipper. 

In  case  of  sliipment  fron]  an  interior  potnt  for  export  on  a  tbrouKb  bUI  ot 
lading,  if  It  Is  not  practicable  to  prepare  the  declaratiOTi  In  tin»e  to  acr^nipony 
the  goods,  it  may  be  trausmttted  to  tlie  seaboard  with  the  ahippLng  papers. 

The  car  manlfwit  required  ftn-  exportatlons  by  railway  may  be  a  copy  of  the 
waybill,  bill  of  lading,  or  other  sliipping  paper,  or  of  the  manifest  prewired  tor 
tbe  foreign  custoais. 

No  declaration  will  be  required  for  goods  shipped  under  any  form  of  customs 
bond  for  exportation  from  or  In  transit  throuf^  the  United  States,  the  statistics 
In  such  cases  being  obtained  froin  the  customs  papers  covering  the  shipment 

When  the  goods  are  sold,  the  selling  prlee  should  be  stated  as  the  value,  otiwr- 
wlse  the  innrket  valne  at  the  time  oi  e^ortatlon  in  the  part  ot  the  United 
States  from  which  shipped. 

On  application  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  will 
supply  up  to  10  copies  for  dtstribution  to  shippers.  Additional  copies, 
if  desired}  m^  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Wadiington,  D.  C.,  at  tbe  rate  of  fi  cents  a  ct^y. 


HEW  FASSPOBT  REffTJlATIOira. 

The  following  executive  order  has  been  Lasued  by  President  Wilson: 

All  persons  leaving  the  TTnlted  States  for  foreign  countries  should  be  provldMl 
I  with  passports  at  tbe  Governments  of  which  they  are  citizens.  These  doca* 
ments  are  rendered  necessary  because  the  regulations  of  all  European  countries 
and  of  several  other  foreign  countries  require  passports  or  other  docnmeatt 
of  Idoitlflcatlon  of  all  persons  who  enter  their  boundaries.  The  Secretary  of 
State,  in  cooperation  with  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  wlU  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  inspection  of  passports  of  all  persons,  American  or  foreign, 
leaving  this  couotry,  and  the  fact  that  these  passpOTta  have  been  seen  will  be 
stamped  thereon. 

All  applications  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  passports  firom  American  cltl- 
zena  must  be  made  In  duplicate,  and  must  l>e  accompanied  with  three  copies  of 
tbe  phot<^Taph  of  tbe  applicant  Each  applicant  tor  a  passport  must  Inform 
the  D^Mtrtment  of  State  at  what  point  he  Inteode  to  d^art,  on  what  datei 
and  by  what  ship  If  he  sails  from  on  American  port 

Applications  shall  be  made  In  the  manner  heretofore  prescribed  by  the  rules 
governing  the  granting  and  issuing  of  passports,  but  the  Secretary  of  State 
may  designate  an  agent  or  agents  to  take  applications,  and  wherever  his  agoit 
Is  stationed  applications  shall  be  made  only  before  him. 

This  order  will  become  effective  as  soon  as  tbe  Secretary  of  State  and  Sec- 
letary  of  the  Treasury  have  made  the  arrangements  necessary  for  that  purpose, 

WOODBOW  WnsoH, 

The  Whtte  Hoids^  December  i5, 19X5, 
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COTTON  SEED  CRUSHED  AND  LINTEES  OBTAINED. 

.  The  following  preliminary  table,  prepared  by  tlie  Bureau  of 
Census,  Department  of  C^ommerce,  gives  the  quantity  of  cotton  seed 
crushed  and  linters  obtained  to  December  1  from  the  crops  of  1914 
and  1915,  together  with  the  total  quantities  from  the  crops  of  1913 
and  1914: 


Stat*. 

To  Dee.  1. 

Total  to:  crop. 

Cottonseed 
crushed,  crop  ol— 

LlDte<^  ob'alned, 
enq>oI— 

Coltos  seed 
onished,  crop  of— 

Lfnte-^  obtained, 
crop  of— 

igis 

1914 

1915 

1914 

191* 

1013 

1914 

1913 

United  States . 
ISotlda  

North  CoroUnit  

AU  otbw  States. .  . 

1,931,140 

Tom. 
2,473,931 

Bale*. 
331.927 

Balti. 
341.142 

Tons. 
5,779,(165 

Tons. 
4,767.802 

Bales. 
832.401 

Bales. 
031,153 

154,790 
110.037] 

13.007 
361.000 

70.003 
178,770 
0,42S 
118,695 

81,179| 
160,170 

00,SS8 
612, 191 

31,002 

211,935 
132.847 

19,177 
433.046 

00.932 
228.796 

13,947 
126,458 
164,6751 
190,315 
111,358 
734,870 

25,575 

30.617 
20,0801 

1,834 
71,979 
14,130 
35,512 

2,002 
19,876 
15,914 
36,740 
10,213 
119,524 

4,497 

28.0S5 
18.121 

1,699 
56,293 
11,948 
31,614 

l.SOOi 
14.409 
26,213 
21,700 
15,03» 
111,027 

3,111 

E0a,374 
314. SOS 

33.150 
1,053,927 
175.924 
527,905 

32.226 
387,765 
410, 733 
4riO,  757 
277,330 
1,514.505 

88, 161 

428.447 
30i.042| 

23,650 
861.177 
153,526 
502,326 

27.994 
317,955 
249, 721 
411,292 
259,656 
1,166,319 

60,747 

09.924 
46,242 

i,m 

141.478 
24,689 
78,781 
4,0S2 
45,497 
68,920 
68,416 
41,601 

23S,335 
11,327 

53.W30 
40,671 

2.621 
110.629 
21.823 
60,768 

3.399 
34,9011 
38,533 
46,:80 
34,671 
176,202 

4,  SOT 

AUEBICAN  CONSTTULB  OFHCEKS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
tlio  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Num. 

Expira- 
tkmol 
Tcnuo. 

AddniB. 

Peck,  wniys  R  

Cheshire,  FlemingD  

SAo  Panlo,  Braxll 

Tstngtnu.  China  

Canton,  railna  

Buono9  Aires,  Argen- 
tina. 

Shanghfll.  China  

Loureoco  Maraues. 

PorliiKuose  East 

Africa. 

Vera  Crus,  Uoxico  

Cornwall,  Canada  

Dec.  31 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Jon.  1 
Jan.  -31 

Dec.  31 

Jan.  5 
Dec.  31 

Fob.  1 
Jan,  6 

Departmoit  of  State,  Wadxlnston,  D.  C 

Do. 

Do. 
Lewes,  Del. 

Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Room  409,  Customtaouse. 
New  York,  N.y. 
Do. 

C") 

Lotus  Club,  110  West  Fiftv-seventh 
Street.  New  York  City. 

Windiester,  Tnd. 

2607  Eleveath  Street  NW.,  Washing- 
ton, D .  C. 

"  The  tour  of  Amoricnn  cities  hy  Consul  Gpnprnl  Thorans  Rammonn.  of  ShnoRhal,  Includes 
Boctaeater,  Albany,  Cnnnjoharle,  New  York,  I>etrolt.  CblcHKo,  Seattle,  Tacomn,  Portland, 
nnd  San  Francisco,  concluding  at  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  191&  He  will  confer  with  busi- 
ness men  at  these  places  who  are  Interested  in  trade  in  China. 


Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Goding,  of  Guayaquil,  reports  that  a 
lostal  money-order  convention  has  been  signed  between  Ecuador  and 
rermanj. 
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FOAEIOH  COMUEBCS  OF  XnnTED  STATES  FOB  OCTOBER. 

The  usual  monthly  statement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 

States,  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
Department  of  Commerce,  is  given  below.  The  table  gives  the  im- 
ports and  exports  by  great  groups  during  October,  1915,  and  the  10 
months  ended  October,  1915 : 


Ofoapa. 

Month  ol  Ofltober— 

10  monthi  ended  OcUjbm^ 

UU 

ISU 

lOU 

1914 

nCPOBTS. 

roodstu' s  In  cudo  ooTidltLoii  &t]d  food  ftnlnuls. ... 

FoodstuSs  partly  or  whcdly  manulaotared  

UMrahciarM  for  further  use  in  m&nufaoturing  

t60,!U9,lfl5 
38,180,543 
14,248,574 
30,705,056 
23,950.275 
1,219,180 

$43,050,244 
21,436,035 
18,274,018 
20,»49,fi9S 
32.254.382 
1,219,410 

8565,400,065 
197, 419,871 
238.3S1,7» 
211,183,603 
338.138,80 
10,703,8U 

ssas,5ao;5a 

196^90^404 
2a5.«ia,IHD 
ass,  «4. 191 
846,706,  Sn 

13*830, 

141^113,729 

138.080.690 

1,461, 307,  no 

l,fi48,lS^JBI 

BXPOKTS. 

C^ude  materials  for  use  in  inanufactwlng  

FoodKulIs  in  crade  oondltion  and  food  ftnlmala. . . 

Fooditiifls  portly  or  wholly  nunufMinred  

MmnftctuTM  for  furUier  nae  In  mnnateotiuinc.... 

60,441,543 
80,441.246 
63,6C3.011 

4i.sas.708 

138,700,344 
11,0U,180 

82.380.050 
a6.2M.377 
87,411.632 
38.671.130 
53.689,173 
8, 944. 106 

475, 2K.  070 
353, 192, 07 
609,334,777 
800.013. 193 
1,004,418,817 
l0i.8S4.18I 

801. 030.  M 

Ua.3K.HB 
324.987.H3 
»0.4SO^» 
filS.S44.S» 
7.0n.7W 

m,814.««l 
0,210, 3« 

ig0.830,S7ft 
4.181,794 

1,813.888,300 
48,«27,248 

l,«l0.4ift.W 

31.7D7.HI 

B8,080,S81 

19^711,170 

2,800,06, «« 

1,«8I;UI.U9 

The  increase  in  the  exports  for  October,  1915,  in  the  item  "  Miscella- 
neous," to  a  total  of  $11,063,189  arises  from  the  exportaticm  of  horses 
in  that  month  to  the  value  of  $8,845,952 ;  of  mules  to  the  value  of 
$1,824,237 ;  and  of  seeds  valued  at  $374,174. 


T0T7BIST  CHAKOES  AFFECT  BEBHITBA'S  DAIBT  IHIRmrXT. 

[CoDSDl  Curl  R.  I,.oop,  HamlltOD,  Bermoda,  Dec  %.] 

Bermuda,  with  a  population  of  20,000,  two-thirds  of  which  is  ciAr 
ored,  and  a  tourist  population  in  the  winter  months  of  perhaps 
3,000  to  4,000,  supports  three  small  dairies.  Each  of  these  dairies 
owns  from  30  to  40  cows  and  operates  a  cream  separator  of  about 
12  quarts  milk  capacity.  Neither  cheese  nor  butter  is  produced  tor 
the  market  by  these  dairies.  The  separators  are  of  American  manu- 
facture. Bottled  cream  sells  at  retail  for  $1  per  quart  and  nrilk  at 
14  cents  per  quart. 

One  serious  difficulty  faced  bv  the  dairies  is  the  matter  of  dis- 
posing of  milk  and  cream  dnrmg  the  summer  months,  when  the 
large  notels  are  closed,  owing  to  the  absence  of  tourists.  Several 
small  separators,  not  more  than  a  dozen  perhaps,  are  used  in  private 
homes  throughout  the  colony. 

The  American  commercial  attach^  at  The  Hague,  Erwin  W.Thomp- 
son, statvs  that  it  is  reported  that  an  import  trust  has  been  organized 
in  Gotebor^,  Sweden,  for  the  special  purpose  of  importing  cotton 
for  domestic  consumption. 
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IMPORT  Ain)  EXPORT  TRADE  OF  SWAKSEA. 

[Consul  William  L.  Jenkins,  detailed  as  vlco-conaul  at  SwnnsM,  Wales.] 

The  total  export  trade  of  Swansea,  as  given  by  the  statistics  fur- 
nished by  the  Swansea  Harbor  Trust,  niiiounted  to  4,300,759  long 
tons  (of  2,240  pounds  each)  for  the  first  10  months  of  1915,  as  com- 
pared with  4,314,015  and  5,166,706  tons  for  the  corresponding  periods 
m  1914  and  1913,  respectively.  The  decrease  in  the  exports  lor  the 
1915  period  from  that  of  1914  is  due  principally  to  the  falling  off 
in  the  shipments  of  tin,  teme,  and  black  plates,  the  decrease  in  this 
one  class  alone  being  32,167  tons.  Galvanized  sheets  showed  a  de- 
crease of  22,709  tons  from  the  1914  period  and  34,403  tons  from  the 
1913  period.  Shipments  of  patent  fuel  amounted  to  636,051  tons,  as 
against  666,750  and  802,127  tons  in  1914  and  1913,  respectively.  The 
onl;^  items  of  importance  showing  an  increase  over  the  previous 
periods  are  coal  and  coke,  and  alkali,  superphosphate,  and  arsenic. 
The  figures  for  coal  and  coke  are  3,211,575  tons,  which  is  an  increase 
of  66,094  tons  over  1914,  but  a  decrease  of  590,852  tons  from  1913. 
Shipments  of  alkali,  superphosphate,  etc.,  were  24,882  tons  in  the 
1915  period,  an  increase  of  6,978  tons  over  1914  and  4,755  tons  over 
the  1913  period. 

The  total  imports  into  Swansea  for  the  first  10  months  of  1915  were 
711,544  tons,  as  against  877,073  and  916,885  tons  in  1914  and  1913, 
respectively.  Imports  of  iron,  steel,  pig  iron,  and  castings  fell  from 
108,762  tons  in  1913  and  100,803  tons  in  1914  to  &7,6S0  tons  in  1915 ; 
steel  bars  and  billets  from  38,321  and  21,202  tons  to  3,965  tons;  deals, 
battens,  and  boards  from  54,823  and  41,784  tons  to  23,335  tons;  tar 
and  pitch  from  55,053  and  49,403  tons  to  28,551  tons;  copper,  silver, 
lead,  and  tin,  with  their  ores  and  alloys,  from  52,115  and  44,589  tons 
to  34,586  tons;  brides,  slates,  cement,  etc.,  from  30,214  and  37,470  tons 
to  23,125  tons.  The  imports  of  pitwood  amounted  to  85,153  tons,  an 
increase  of  866  tons  over  1914,  but  a  decrease  of  35,919  tons  from  1^13. 
Imports  of  iron  ore  for  1915  showed  an  increase  over  both  1914  and 
1913,  the  respective  figures  being  77,825,  75,248,  and  59,895  tons. 
Grain  also  showed  similar  advances,  the  amounts  being  78,641,  75,386, 
and  74,051  tons  for  the  1915,  1914,  and  1913  periods,  respectively. 
There  were  57,095  tons  of  sulphur  ore,  pyrites,  salt,  and  chemicals 
imported  during  the  first  10  months  ox  1915,  as  against  55,583  tons 
in  1914  and  52,644  tons  in  1913. 


PORT  LIUON  TO  DEVELOP  SALSA-WOOD  EXPORTATION. 

IConsnl  Chester  Donaldson,  Port  Limon,  Costa  Bica,  Nor.  27.] 

The  exjportation  of  balsa  wood  from  the  Port  Limon  district  is 

still  barely  in  its  infancy,  but  it  has  now  passed  the  experimental 
stage  and  is  considered  one  of  tlie  coming  industries  of  this  coast. 
The  forests  abounding  throughout  the  district  are  well  supplied  with 
this  timber,  which  up  to  the  present  time  has  never  been  disturbed, 
except  for  the  few  small  shipments  recently  made  by  two  firms  of 
this  city.  Balsa  wood  is  valued  at  about  $35  per  1,000  feet,  ready  for 
shipment,  at  Port  Limon. 

[The  nanieB  of  exporters  of  balsa  wood  from  Port  Limon  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Itefer  t» 
file  No.  70006.1 
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AHERICAH  CBOF  ESIIM&TES. 

The  December  estimates  of  the  Crop  Beporting  Board  of  the  Bureau 
of  Crop  Estimates  of  the  acreage,  producti<m,  and  valae  (based  on 
prices  paid  to  farmers  on  December  1)  of  important  &nn  crops  of 
the  United  States  in  1915  and  1914,  with  the  avenise  for  the  five  years 
1909-1913,  based  on  the  reports  of  the  correqKmc&nts  and  agents  of 
the  Bureau,  are  as  follows : 
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'  '  Crop. 

Aonage. 

Frodnctlon. 

Farm  value  Dec.  1. 

Per  acre. 

TotaL 

Per 
bushel. 

Total. 

Cranberrifs: 

Apples: 

Acrtt. 
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•Barrels.  »  Per  barrel,  Nov.  U. 


Details  by  States  will  appear  in  the  December  Monthly  Crop 
Report. 


AUSTRIAN  STEAUSHIF  REGULATIONS  DRAFTED, 

[CoQSut  OcDcral  Albert  UaUtcad.  Vienna,  Oct.  14.] 

New  rules  and  regulations  for  Austria  affectine  steam^ip  lines, 
steamsliip  construction,  and  crews  were  being  drafted,  and  the  draft 
was  practically  completed  when  the  present  war  began.  The  pur- 
pose was  to  make  the  regulations  conform  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Tjondon,  1913,  maritime  convention  which  were  to  become  operative 
in  the  present  calendar  year. 

The  Austrian  steamships  in  process  of  construction  were  planned 
to  conform  to  the  provisions  for  boilers  and  their  survey  lifeboato 
and  other  life-saving  appliances,  wireless  telegraphy,  fire  appliances, 
accommodations  for  steerage  passengers,  etc,  while  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible vessels  already  built  were  being  altered  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  that  convention.  It  is  expected  that  as  soon  as  the  war  is  ended 
the  provisions  for  safety  at  sea  adopted  at  London  will  be  made 
operative  after  such  preliminaries  as  are  necessary. 

There  is  no  examination,  nor  are  there  any  qualifications  as  to 
eificiency  for  seamen.  This  is  provided  for  in  the  London  conven- 
tion, and  will  go  into  effect  after  the  war.  There  are  no  Austrian 
Government  regulations  as  to  the  hours  of  labor  on  steamships.  An 
understanding  among  the  steamship  companies  provides  that  in  port 
deck  hands  shaU  work  from  6  to  6,  while  engine-room  hands,  which 
include  firemen,  coal  trimmers,  and  greasers,  shall  work  from  7  to  5. 
The  hours  of  engineers  who  rank  as  officers  depend  upon  the  regula- 
tions of  the  company  that  employs  them.  At  sea  the  hours  for  able 
seamen  or  deck  hands  are  four  on  and  four  off,  while  engine  hands, 
including  firemen,  coal  trimmers,  and  greasers,  have  four  houi's  on 
and  eight  off.  Engineers  work  during  the  usual  hours  of  officers. 
In  the  coasting  trade  and  generally  on  the  Mediterranean,  on  Aus- 
trian vessels,  the  hours  for  engine  hands  are  four  on  and  four  off. 
iWages  are  paid  semimonthly, 

[A  copy,  in  the  Germaa  language,  of  the  Austrian  ordinance  mentioned  and 
a  copy  of  the  Instructions  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  also  in  German,  have  been 
received  and  may  be  inspected  by  interested  persons  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dnnestlc  Oommerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Eefer  to  flla 
Mo.  69S88.] 
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SCOTCH  BEKARB  FOB  M0T0B-TILLA6E  DEFLEKEHTS. 

[Consul  RafuB  Fleming,  Edlnbcrgb,  Not.  23.1 

The  interest  felt  by  farmers  in  the  development  of  motor  tillage 
and  the  use  of  motor  tractors  for  reaping,  thrashing,  and  road  ham- 
ing  was  shown  by  the  large  attendance  of  leading  landowners  and 
tenants  from  many  parts  of  Scotland  at  the  exhibition  tests  of 

machines  near  Stii-ling,  on  October  5  and  6,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society,  and  later  in  the  same  m<mth 
at  Inverness. 

Kailway  delays  and  other  imfortunate  circumstances  prevmted 
the  trials  being  carried  through  under  ideal  conditions,  but  the 
farmers  were  very  favorably  impressed,  especially  with  the  woi^ 
done  on  a  farm  near  Inverness,  by  machines  plowing  two  furrows, 
three  furrows,  and  four  furrows,  and  adapted  to  all-round  a^riee 
as  tractors.  The  Inverness  trial  was  merely  a  demonstration,  not 
an  official  test.  Therefore  no  report  was  made  on  it. 

The  American  machines  seemed  to  be  preferred  for  general  pur- 
poses, and  sales  have  been  made  of  tractors  ranging  in  value  mnn 
$1,125  to  $2,808,  with  the  prospect  of  a  steadily  increasing  trade. 
Several  American  motor  plows  and  tractors  have  now  come  into 
this  market.  It  is  advisable  that  manufacturers  should  carefol^ 
consider  local  conditions  and  requirements.  It  is  probable  that  Uw 
introduction  of  these  motor  macnines  will  be  gradual  and  attended 
witii  some  difficulties. 

Pacts  to  be  Considered  1>7  American  Kaniifactiiren. 

There  are  two  facts  bearing  on  the  use  of  motor  tillage  implements 
which  our  manufacturers  who  are  looking  toward  this  market  ^onld 
keep  in  view : 

1.  Owing  to  the  wet  climate,  much  of  the  land  is  tile  drained,  and 
this  tiling,  while  generally  from  2  to  3  feet  underground,  may  be 
interfered  with  in  not  a  few  places  by  the  very  heavy  type  of  motw 
plow  or  tractor. 

2.  The  Scotch  farmer  uses  only  the  type  of  plow  that  throws  the 
furrow  on  edge  or  slightly  more  than  half  over.  He  will  not  have 
the  design  of  plow  that  turns  the  ground  completely  over:  and,  in 
order  to  be  salable  here,  a  motor  plow  must  be  adapted  by  American 
makers  to  the  Scottish  method  of  tillage. 

The  use  of  motor  implements  has  been  rendered  necessary  in  some 
•sections  of  the  country  by  the  scarcity  of  men  and  horses.  As  an 
indication  of  the  demand  on  the  part  of  small  fanners  for  such  im- 
plements, it  is  noteworthy  that  in  several  counties  committees  of 
farmers  have  passed  resolutions  urging  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for 
Scotland  to  endeavor  to  obtain  for  them  the  iise  of  motor  plows  and 
other  mechanical  implements  on  cooperative  linea 

It  is  thought  that  when  motor  implements  shall  have  been  adopted 
by  the  more  progressive  farmers  the  trade  will  expand  indefinitely 
and  the  agricultural  community  will  never  go  back  to  the  old  oondf- 
tions.  Tlie  farm  tractor  has  so  many  labor-saving  uses  that  it  has 
become  a  necessity. 

[Copies  of  the  publication  of  the  HlRhland  and  Agricultural  Society  of  Scot- 
IttiKl  relnting  to  the  exhibition  trial  of  motor  tillage  Implement  at  King's  Park 
farm,  Stlrlhig,  In  October.  1916,  may  be  Inspected  on  application  to  the  Bmeaa 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Lists  of  Edlnbnr^ 
dealera  in  motor  machinery  for  farms  may  also  be  obtained  from  the  Borean  oe 
its  branch  offices.  Refer  in  eitber  case  to  File  Na  68646.] 
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AMESIGAH  nUKE  METHODS  JM  KOKWAY. 

[Vice  Consul  Huton  B.  Dabr.  Jr.,  CbrtotiaDla,  Oct  7.] 

^porters  and  local  agients  complain  that  Americail  firms  often 
change  th^r  representatives  in  Norway.  The  result  is  that  Nor- 
we^an  import  agents  and  importers  do  not  know  how  long  they  will 
be  m  possession  of  agencies  or  in  connection  with  their  respective 
American  exporters.  Importers  and  agents  state  that  such  treat- 
ment would  never  happen  from  Germany  or  England,  except  for  very 
good  reason. 

This  consulate  has  repeatedly  informed  exporters  and  manufac- 
tnrers  in  the  United  States,  in  replying  to  their  inquiries,  that  mly 
one  a^nt  or  one  dealer  should  be  addressed  at  a  time.  The  ci^  of 
Christiania — the  population  of  which  is  251,000 — is  a  comparatively 
email  city,  where  all  these  dealers  and  agents  have  some  knowledge 
of  one  another.  They  inform  one  another  that  they  have  been 
addressed  by  such  and  such  a  firm,  and  the  result  is  that  such  goods 
will  not  be  handled  and  the  exporter,  perhaps,  not  answered. 

All  the  local  ag^ts  belong  to  an  organization,  the  object  of  whidi 
is  to  see  that  no  one  acts  dishonestly  or  unfairly.  The  agent  or  dealer 
whose  actions  are  unsatisfactory  to  the  or^nization  is  expelled  and 
practically  put  on  the  blacklist.  All  adhere  to  the  rule  that  no  two 
agents  must  represent  the  same  American  exporter  at  the  same  time. 

A  prominent  business  man,  member  of  a  well-known  automobile 
firm  m  this  city  which  represents  a  certain  American  motor  car, 
stated  that  a  man  of  this  city  left  for  the  United  States  a  month 
to  secure  the  sole  agency  of  said  car  in  Norway,  after  the  firm  in 
question  had  had  the  trouble  of  introducing  the  car  for  three  or  four 
years,  and  he  further  stated  that  his  firm  gradually  had  worked  this 
special  motor  car  successfully  on  the  Norwegian  market.  Said  firm 
is  of  good  financial  standing  and  of  excellent  repute. 

If  American  exporters  thus  change  their  representative  without 
any  reason,  importers  in  this  country  do  not  know  when  they  will 
be  ruined,  as  their  whole  business  sometimes  depends  on  one  Ameri- 
can agency. 

Nearly  all  goods  for  Norway  are  now  supplied  from  the  United 
States;  they  were  previously  bought  in  England,  Germany,  France, 
and  Italy.  After  the  war  has  ended  purchases  will  contmue  to  be 
made  from  the  United  States,  provided  American  exporters  and 
manufacturers  handle  their  goods  and  their  representatives  in  Nor- 
way in  the  right  way. 

CANADIAK  BESTBICnOH  OK  SHAPE  OF  TR1TNES. 

[Conml  Geseral  Frederick  If.  Ryder,  Winnipeg,  HitUtoba,  Nor.  20.] 

Considerable  evid^ce  on  the  subject  of  restricting  the  shape  of 
baggage  containers  was  submitted  to  the  railway  commission,  which 
finally  ruled  that  all  trunks  must  be  rectangular  in  shape,  and  that 
where  the  sides  are  too  bulging  trunks  will  not  be  accepted  for  trans- 
portation. 

The  limit  of  $100  as  liability  for  damage  to  baggage  was  upheld  by 
the  commission.  This  ruling  applies  also  to  the  $50  limit  on  children^ 
baggage. 
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XBASE  OF  THE  SUBAB*. 

[Indlon  Trnde  Journnl,  Oct.  22.] 

Tlio  repoi't  of  the  director  of  the  Commercial  Intelli^nce  Bntndi 
of  the  Central  Ecdnomic  Board,  Khartum,  recently  issued,  shows  tiiit 
the  value  of  the  imports  into  the  Sudan  in  1914,  inclusive  of  Govern- 
ment stores,  amounted  to  $9,349,507,  as  compared  with  $10,428,623  in 
1913.  In  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year  the  value  of  the  import 
trade  was  $1,694,960,  as  compared  with  $2,565,056  during  Januarr- 
March,  1914.- 

At  the  beginning  of  1914  the  price  of  durra  (sorghum),  tlie  pria- 
cipal  food  grain  of  the  country-,  is  said  to  have  reached  unprecedented 
prices.  In  order  to  tide  the  people  over  to  the  next  harvest  the  Gov- 
ernment imported  durra  from  India.  The  quantity  imported  was 
11,000  tons,  and  another  16,000  tons  were  imported  by  merchants  on 
their  own  account.  "  The  unportation  of  the  durra,"  says  the  report, 
"  not  only  eked  out  the  diminishing  food  supply  but  the  prices  it 
which  it  was  possible  to  sell  it  largely  prevented  the  exploitation  of 
helpless  peoi)le  by  local  speculators.  Prices  remained  hi^h,  but  th^ 
were  kept  within  limits  which  were  reasonable,  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances. Most  of  the  Indian  durra  was  issued  by  the  Goveni- 
ment  on  loan  at  cost  price  on  easy  terms  of  repayment." 

Imports  of  Principal  Articles. 

The  following  table  shows  the  values  of  the  imports  of  some  of  tbe 
principal  articles  in  the  years  1913  and  1914  and  in  the  first  quarter 
of  each  of  the  years  1914  and  1915 : 


ArUcles. 


Bum  and  corn. 
Ittce. 


Wbeat  flour. 

Sitpar  

Cof!M  


Tobooco,  1  ombac  b,  cigars,  and  clearottes . 

Coal  

Soar 


Colion  tabrfci  

Hncliicflry  (electrical,  i^Iculturol,  etc.)  and  parts. 
Empty  moks  


1913 


J287,C48 
123,817 
425.028 

1,279,001 
33.1,875 
103.341 
333.819 
634.027 
141,033 

2,489.374 
lC0,77fl 
147,376 


UU 


11,058,778 
147.326 
505,  S3B 

1,1^1.753 
283  328 
ISO  429 
216.899 
370, TR5 
121.094 

1,69ft.  546 
233.927 
l»,681 


Jan.-Mmr. 


1914 


(227.901 
34  32S 
m.345 
34G.020 
36.10Q 
33.&43 
59.123 
135.081 
37.275 
M9.8tl 
106,  OUI 

S6,ass 


19U 


S.471 

asi.w 

39.751 

a» 

m.!M 

471.ni 
U.M 

a,™ 


•  Hixtare  of  tolMicco  and  other  Ingredients,  wbfcti  is  smoked  In  mtar  pipes. 
Vriaoipal  Exports — General  Situation  Fromisins*. 

The  value  of  the  exports  during  the  year  1914  amounted  to  $5,013,- 
145,  as  against  $5,858,374  in  1913.  In  spite  of  the  war,  exports 
increased,  evei*^  effort  being  made  to  get  produce  out  of  the  country 
while  opportunity  offered. 

Ivory  was  the  principal  export  affected  immediately  by  the  war. 
Exports  in  1914  amounted  to  203,617  pounds,  as  compared  with 
270,045  pounds  in  1913.  During  the  first  three  months  of  this  year 
exports  amounted  to  15,373  pounds,  ns  compared  with  60,975  pounds 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1914.  The  exports  of  senna  leaves  and  pods 
from  the  Sudan  in  1914  were  681,815  pounds,  valued  at  $29,371,  as 
compared  with  1,785,189  pounds,  valued  at  $47,685,  in  1913. 
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The  values  of  some  of  the  principal  articles  exported  in  1913  and 
1914  and  in  the  first  quai-ter  of  each  of  the  years  1914  and  1915  are 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Arlld«s. 

1913 

1914 

Jbd.-Uv.— 

1914 

1916 

9369. 0B4 

t493.M8 

9198  061 

$135, 17B 

479,763 

4:4. B74 

160  410 

100  333 

112. S04 

£42  102 

70.275 

Ul  333 

187.711 

189  E45 

78.618 

31.636 

6SB.728 

41S.203 

110.407 

3D. 147 

107.342 

21.893 

tS.a.'il 

Z18.040 

1IH,2S2 

61.K33 

19. 5U 

158 

fil8,T13 

261.480 

171. 71S 

119  927 

1.17.  C43 

145.186 

40,172 

30  138 

1,787.033 

l,&5e-R4S 

IIS  3M 

106.660 

Ki.m 

487.  m 

1U,434 

38.976 

OtM  

216.613 

136,846 

60,760 

Se,177 

The  report  states  that  the  country  has  emerged  not  unsacceasfally 
from  a  time  of  great  economic  strain,  during  which  agriculture  has 
been  more  or  less  at  a  standstill  in  some  of  the  most  productive  dis- 
tricts of  the  Sudan  and  many  of  the  people  have  been  in  great  want. 
Trade,  however,  has  maintained  a  fair  level,  and  substantial  progress 
has  been  made  toward  recovery,  owing  to  the  excellent  harvest  reaped 
in  1914.   

SOUTH  AFBIGA  SEEKS  TRADE  WITH  mnTEB  STATES. 

(CoDBul  General  George  n.  Marpbr,.  C«pe  TOwd,  Oct.  18.1 

The  American  consulate  gaieral  at  Cape  Town  has  been  informed 
by  Mr.  C.  du  P.  Chiappini,  Trades  Commissioner  of  the  Union  Gov- 
ernment at  London,  that,  believing  trade  will  be  readjusted  along 
new  lines  to  a  considerable  extent  after  the  restoration  of  peace,  he 
thinks  it  probable  that  he  will  visit  the  United  States  in  the  near 
future.  He  also  states  that  he  believes  the  United  States  will  in  the 
future  participate  more  extensively  than  heretofore  in  the  trade  of 
South  A&ica,  both  as  a  purdiaser  and  as  a  seller. 

Mr.  Chiappini  referred  to  the  present  lack  of  sufficient  direct  means 
of  commumcation  between  the  two  countries,  and  said  he  was  pre- 
paring a  memorandum  for  submission  to  Parliament.  He  is  anxious 
to  increase  the  shipments  of  wool,  mohair,  and  other  South  African 
products  to  the  United  States.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  fruits  ripen 
m  the  southern  hemisphere  during  the  fruitless  months  of  northern 
latitudes,  he  brieves  a  good  trade  can  be  built  up  for  the  exchange 
of  orang^,  apples,  pears,  pliuns,  grapes,  etc.,  if  cold  storage  can  be 
provided  on  last  vessels,  with  reasonable  freight  rates. 
Would  Preserve  Trade  Balance  as  Par  as  Possible. 

Mr.  Chiappini  considers  it  good  poliCT  for  any  country  to  buy 
where  it  sells,  thus  providing  cargoes  in  both  directions  and  stimu- 
lating mutual  good  will,  by  preserving  the  trade  balance  as  far  as 
possible.  The  cargo  products  which  South  Africa  has  to  offer  the 
United  States  are  comparatively  few  in  number,  consisting  chiefly 
of  wool,  mohair,  hides  and  skins,  ostridi  feathers,  wattle  bark,  f re«^ 
fruit,  and  a  few  other  articles. 

It  is  Bug^ted  that,  if  Mr.  Chiappini  visits  the  United  States,  he 
diould  be  given  a  sympathetic  hearing  and  all  possible  assistance. 

[Artldes  on  American  trade  extension  in  South  Africa  were  published  Id 
Oouiusca  BxpoBTB  for  Sept  2  and  Not.  16, 1916.] 
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ELEVATOK  IH  VANCOUVEB  ANB  GAKABA'S  OEAIH  CBOP& 

[Consal  Gcoenl  R.  E.  Unnsfield,  Vanconrpr,  Brltisb  Columbia,  Nor.  2S.] 

The  Dominion  Government  has  in  course  of  construction  in  Van- 
couver a  grain  elevator  with  a  capacity  of  1^50.000  bushels.  The 
plant,  which  is  one  of  a  series  of  elevators  erected  by  the  Gorem- 
ment  for  storing  and  handling  the  grain  products  of  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  is  nearing  completion  and  will  be  ready  in  the  early 
part  of  next  year.  i 

The  elevator  is  divided  into  two  sections,  the  main  structure  being 
126  feet  long,  62  feet  wide,  and  200  feet  high;  the  second  section 
adjoining  the  principal  building  consists  of  52  circular  bins  of  solid 
concrete  construction,  rising  to  a  height  of  100  feet,  and  covering 
a  space  of  332  by  100  feet;  between  these  bins  are  an  equal  number 
of  inter-spaces,  which  can  also  be  used  for  storing  grain.  The  sheds 
into  whidi  trains  will  be  run  for  unloading  the  grain  are  152  by 
92  feet. 

The  elevator,  which  is  being  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $250,000,  is 
not  as  large  as  some  of  the  GoTemment  elevators  in  Canada,  there 
being  one  at  Fort  William  with  a  capacity  of  11,000,000  bushels. 
The  elevator  at  Vancouver  is  designated  as  a  terminal  elevator,  to 
be  used  for  the  temporary  storage  and  transfer  of  grain  while  in 
transit  from  the  wheat-producing  district  to  the  export  markets.  ' 
How  tile  Grain  Is  Handled. 

The  grain  will  be  imloadod  from  the  cars  into  great  hoppers  under 
the  mam  building;  from  there  it  will  be  convejed  to  the  top  of  lie 
main  building,  where  it  will  be  weighed,  inspected,  clashed,  and 
distributed  to  the  various  storage  tanks.  There  are  also  cleaners  icr 
grain  that  requires  such  treatment.  After  being  clas^fied  and  stored  I 
according  to  grade  it  will  be  conveyed  from  the  storage  tanks  to  the 
bagging  department  or  to  the  holds  of  sliips,  which  will  anchor  at  the 
Government  dock  adjoining  the  elevator. 

The  Vancouver  plant  is  one  of  the  most  modern  and  complete  of 
the  Government  elevators  in  Canada,  but  not  as  large  as  some  of  those 
installed  in  the  wheat-producing  Provinces  adjacent  to  the  Great 
Lakes.  The  total  Government  elevator  capacity  of  the  Dominion  is 
152,000,000  bushels,  divided  into  districts  as  follows :  Eastern  Canada, 
30,000,000  bushels;  Fort  William  district,  42,000,000  bushels';  west  of 
the  Great  Lakes,  80,000,000  bushels.     _  i 

The  Government  terminal  elevator  in  Vancouver  is  established  to  ] 
provide  facilities  for  storing  and  handling  grain  from  the  western  I 
Provinces  to  be  carried  by  water  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  i 
coast,  to  Europe  by  way  of  the^Panama  Canal,  and  to  the  Orient  ' 
AVater  transportation  via  the  canal  is  cheaper  than  by  rail  across  the  I 
continent,  and  it  is  estimated  that  n  considerable  percentage  of  the  j 
grain  grown  in  the  Dominion  west  of  the  Great  Lakes  will  pas 
through  Vancouver,  meatly  increa.sing  the  tonnage  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  pri nci]i a  1  Pacific  poii;  of  the  Dominion. 

Ettimated  Yield  of  Grain  for  1815. 

The  estimated  yield  of  Canada^s  wheat  crop  for  1915  is  consider- 
ably over  300,000,000  bushels  from  12,986,400  acres,  representing  an 
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average  yield  per  acre  of  23.1  bushels.  The  total  oat  crop  of  the 
Dominion  for  1915  is  estimated  at  488,000,000  bushels  from  11,365,000 
acres,  an  average  yield  of  ^.04  bushels.  Barley  is  placed  at 
61,655,000  bushels  from  1,509,350  acres,  an  average  per  acre  of  34^ 
bushels;  rye,  2,385,700  bushels  from  112,300  acres,  or  21.24  bushels 
pr  acre;  flaxseed  12,199,600  bushels  from  1,009,600  acres,  or  12.08 
Dushels  to  the  acre. 

Of  the  total  grain  production  of  the  Dominion  there  are  credited 
to  British  Colimibia,  which  is  not  an  agricultural  but  a  mineral  and 
timber-producing  district,  494,600  bushels  of  wheat  from  16,000 
acres,  an  avera^  yield  per  acre  of  30.91  bushels.  Of  the  total  esti* 
mated  wheat  yield  of  the  Dominion,  amounting  to  308,839,800  bush- 
els, there  is  credited  to  the  prairie  Provinces  of  Manitoba,  Saskatche- 
wan, and  Alberta,  275,772,200  bushels.  It  is  estimated  that  175,000,- 
000  bushels  will  be  exported  and  a  considerable  percentage  oi  the 
exports  will  pass  throng  Vancoaver  and  be  transported  on  ships 
sailing  from  this  port 

Wheat  Sblpneats  ^  the  Canal  aa  Xxperlmsnt. 

If  ships  can  be  secured  to  carr^  the  grain  and  other  c<mditions  are 
favorable,  ^rain  from  the  Prairie  Provinces  will  pass  through  the 
new  Dominion  Government  grain  elevator  at  Vancouver  some  time  in 
January. 

It  is  amionnced  bv  the  CajiBdian  Government  authorities  that 
much  depends  upon  the  first  shipments  through  this  port  by  wav  of 
the  Panama  Canal  to  i>rove  whether  grain  can  be  successfully 
shipped  from  Vancouver  in  bulk.  The  moisture  content  of  the  best 
Canadian  grain  is  12.5  to  13  per  cent,  or  about  the  same  as  that  of  Ar- 
gentine grain  which  has  crossed  the  equatorial  zone  in  shipments 
without  serious  damage.  Wheat  from  the  United  States  has  also 
crossed  tiirougfa  the  equator  without  spoiling,  the  moisture  content 
being  in  some  cases  11  wr  cent.  These  shipments,  however,  CK>s8ed 
the  equator  in  sacks,  ana  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  wheat  can  be 
transported  through  the  Panama  Canal  in  bulk  without  being 
damaged. 

Two  factors  will  determine  whether  the  Vancouver  elevator  will 
handle  wheat  next  year  for  transport  via  Panama.  Thrae  are 
whether  there  will  be  available  tonnage  and  whether  it  can  be  car- 
ried by  the  Panama  to  Europe  as  economiciUly  as  by  ihe  Atlantic 
route. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  railway  transportation  fadlities  are  not 
sufficient  to  handle  successfully  and  promptly  the  grain  produced  in 
the  Prsirie  Provinces  this  year,  and  Vancouver  is  looked  upon  as  the 
natural  ecmomic  outlet  tor  this  important  product  of  western 
Canada. 


Report  of  South  Anttralian  Bailways  Commissioiter. 

American  Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  of  Melbourne, 
Australia,  has  transmitted  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  a  copy  of  the  annual  report  of  the  South  Australian  Bail- 
ways  Commissioner  for  the  ^ear  1914-15.  This  may  be  examined  at 
tiie  Bureau  or  at  one  of  its  district  offices. 
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FROFOa&IS  FOB  OOVSBHIEEHT  SITPFIJES  AHD  OOITSTKITGIIOV. 

t Torres pondnncp  Khould  be  direct  wilh  the  offlcef;  tuiinftd.  iinil  specincationst  ran  usually 
be  obtalnnl  nt  the  points  wlicro  ttao  kowIk  ar«  to  be  AfUverHl  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed, lu  caxeH  whore  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  flrmti  to  submit  teiMleRt. 
thej  Bhonld  ark  to  lie  plaml  on  the  nialllnK  lists  of  sneh  o  HI  res  to  receive  notices  calllsx 
for  fDture  mippltra  or  work  ol  a  Blmllar  nature.] 

VonntriK'tion  irork;  No.  — 8e)il«>  proposals  wHl  be  nx^ived  nt  the  office  of 
tlir  Sui>ervisliig  At'eliitect,  Treasury  Depnrtuieiit,  Washlugton,  D.  C,  imtil 
Junuary  tlti,  loid,  for  the  construction  complete  (iucludhis  mechanical  equip- 
ment nml  np|>roucIies)  of  the  Unlteil  Statw*  i>ost  ollloe  at  Shelby.  N.  C 
DrawlnsR  and  specittcafions  nmy  l>e  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site 
at  ijhelby  oi  at  the  Wnshlngton  office. 

Lock  gatet,  No.  2838.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  en^neer,  Wlieeting  district.  Wheeling,  W.  Ta..  until  January 
14,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  erecting  BtetA  lock  gates  for  Dam  No.  14.  Ohi0 
River.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named 
office. 

Lamp  standardt.  No.  2830. — Sealed  pnqrasals  will  be  received  at  the  office  o€ 
the  Super^'fslnK  Architect,  Treasfiry  Department,  Washington.  D.  G.,  until 
January  5, 1916,  for  supplying  bronze  lamp  standards  for  the  United  States 
customhouse  at  Stin  Francisco,  Cal..  and  the  United  States  post  office  at 
Stamfunl,  Conn.,  and  for  other  buildings  tmder  the  control  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  in  nceonlance  with  siKclflcations  and  drawings,  copies  of 
which  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  WasfalngtMi  offlce. 

Liffhthowie  property,  Na  2840. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  lishtliouse  Inspector,  San  Francisco,  Cat,  until  January  25.  1916, 
for  purchase  of  condemned  lighthouse  property  at  GoeX  Island  Llghthonse 
I>epot,  con.HlstlUK  of  machinery,  buoys,  pipe  fittings,  old  brass,  rope,  saclis, 
junk,  etc.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
on  med  office. 

Con«(r«cfio»  irorTc,  No.  2841 .— Soiiled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington.  D.  C, 
until  January  27,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  meclianlcal 
equipment  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  post  office  at  Ellensbnrg. 
Wash.  Drawings  and  speclflcntions  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian 
of  the  site  at  Ellensburg  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

lledical  supplies,  No.  2S42. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  21  M  Street  NE.,  Washington. 
D.  O.,  until  Jammry  4,  lOlfi,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  2.000  gross 
compressed  gauze  bandages,  80,000  packages  of  sterilized  absorbent  cotton, 
50,000  first-aid  packets;  5,000  rolls  of  sterilized  absorbent  gauze,  100,000 
packages  of  sublimated  gauze,  and  10,000  spools  of  adhesive  plaster. 

Qlass  chimticys,  etc.,  No.  2843. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  offlce 
of  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Tonjpkiiisvilte,  N.  Y.,  for  the  purchase  of  tbe 
following  unserviceable  public  property :  Glass  chimneys,  marine  boilers, 
pumps,  hoisting  engines,  and  iron  Junk.  Furtlier  Information  may  be  had 
on  application  to  the  above-mentioned  office. 

Tttrket/»,  No.  2844. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  308  Gumbel  Buildii^,  Kansas  City. 
Mo.,  until  December  20,  1915,  for  delivery,  on  or  before  December  23,  1915. 
2,366  pounds  of  turkey. 

Eiiffitie  ami  boiler.  No.  28-15. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  light- 
house inspector  at  Poi-tlniid,  Oreg.,  for  the  purchase  of  one  Erie  City,  No.  6. 
25-horsepower  horizontal  return  tubular  portable  boiler  anil  one  horizontal 
steam  engine,  etc.   Si)eciflcations,  etc.,  may  be  hod  on  application  to  tbe 

nbove-nomed  official. 

Water  coolers.  No.  2846. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  ot  the  medical  supply 
depot,  United  States  Army,  543  (Jreenwlch  Street.  New  York  City,  tintU 
December  24,  1915,  for  furnishing  132  water  coolo^  Iron  tank,  porcelain 
lined,  woofl  Jacket,  6  gallons,  marked  "  Medical  DejHirtmcnt,  U.  S.  A.,"  boxed 
separately. 
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Medieal  books.  No.  2847. — Sealed  pn^msals  will  be  received  at  the  medical  supply 
depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York  City,  until 
December  24,  191!5,  for  furoishlng  20  copies  of  La  Garde's  "  Gunshot  In- 
juries " ;  14  copies  of  Harvard's  "  Military  Hygiene  " ;  20  copies  of  Potter's 
"  Materia  Mcdica,  Therapeutics,  and  Ptiarmacy " ;  20  copies  of  Greene's 
"  Medical  Diagnosis " ;  20  copies  of  Straub's  "  Medical  Service  In  Cam- 
paign " ;  20  copies  of  Hughes's  "  Practice  of  Medicine  " ;  20  copies  of  Ben- 
nle's  "  Surgery  " ;  20  copies  of  Stewart's  "  Surgery  " ;  and  30  copies  of  Har- 
rison &  Muqsoq's  "  Troop  Leading." 

 (  

SOITTH  AFBICA'S  FUBCHASES  OF  COTTOH  GOODS. 

[Conaul  General  George  11.  Uurpby,  Cape  Town,  Oct.  29.] 

South  Africa's  imports  of  cotton  manufactures  during  the  six 
months  ended  September  30  were  nearly  21  per  cent  greater  than 

in  the  corresponding  period  of  1914,  every  month  but  April  con- 
tributing to  this  increase.   The  chief  articles  impoi-ted  were : 


Otttcp  aanqhetaw. 

lUy. 

JtUM. 

Aagast. 

TotaL 

PlM^OOdK 

»7M.a9B 

KW.7B7 

s4n,«so 

«783.061 

$704,460 

8533.393 

13,746.746 

487,831 

.•sa.4« 

708,031 

0«,7W 

874,267 

1,143,083 

4,830,056 

Bknfeels,  rags,  and  sbMting: 

m*  

310.140 

905,703 

142,190 

94.006 

51.381 

43.358 

747.588 

H,  135 

S2,«S4 

Un,883 

105,588 

02,867 

137,410 

675. 867 

Sbftwls; 

42.144 

38,034 

30,213 

19.865 

13.286 

6,988 

145,529 

8,988 

0,583 

13,407 

16,605 

16,274 

16,585 

81.441 

HwIVT  (UDdvdotblng): 

305, 4St 

SOS. 521 

350, 77« 

360,353 

265.391 

106.096 

1,643.307 

223, 4W 

3S9,04ft 

336,085 

355,873 

380,315 

830.406 

1,884,220 

OUmt: 

1C4  53S 

130.836 

130,430 

140,528 

107.370 

88.371 

778.071 

82,322 

175. B03 

167,506 

9*5,286 

338.015 

266,206 

1,165,225 

Total: 

1914.  

1.438,607 

1,174,880 

1,060,537 

1.406,«n 

1,141,788 

655.006 

7,081,329 

886,773 

1,319,863 

1,S3S,SU 

1,973,147 

1,491,738 

1,884,818 

8,583,709 

HAXmnSBLY  CATALOaUES  FBOK  HALT. 

Consul  Jay  White,  at  Naples,  has  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  catalogues  of  dealers  at  Naples  in 
general  machinery,  olive  presses,  etc.,  fire  engines,  pumps,  agricul- 
tural implements,  mill  machinery,  macaroni  machinery,  and  orick- 
making  machinery.  The  dealers  issuing  the  catalogues  submitted 
them  with  the  statement  that  present  retail  prices  are  about  15  per 
cent  higher  than  those  stated  in  the  catalogues  and  that  wholesale 
prices  are  about  20  per  cent  lower  than  retail  prices.  The  catalogues 
may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  offices.  Befer  to  file  Na  60452. 


Distriot  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  uid  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vew  Twk,  Soon  409  Tnlted  9ttUn  Cvftonhoase;  Boiton,  eighteenth  floor 
Valted  States  Oattomhonie;  CMoa«o,  804  Federal  BnlUlaff;  St  tovli,  40S  Third 
Hatioiial  Bank  Bnildias;  Athtnta,  B91  Post  Ofllee  Bnlldl^;  Hew  Orleani,  1080 
Hlbemia  Bank  Balldlng;  San  Franeisoo,  S06  United  States  Cnstomhonte;  Seattle, 
932  Alaika  Balldlnr.  Cooperative  dlitrlct  offloei:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meree;  Cinolaaati,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Im  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Craiaeroe; 
Bttroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  VhUade^hla,  Chamber  of  Commeroe. 
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FOBEXOH  TBABE  OFFOKTUJNmES. 

Uewrred  addrMwes  moT  bo  obtnlncd  from  the  Bareaa  and  Its  dia<rict  «ne«a.  R«qant 
for  each  opportimfty  aboiild  be  oa  ■  Bcparate  shvct  aod  the  Sle  nvmber  civen. 

Toys,  No.  195S0. — A  letter  to  the  Bureaa  from  a  business  man  In  Canadn  states 
that  be  desires  to  represent  iiiannfacturers  of  toya. 

General  rcproentation.  No.  105S1. — Tbe  Burenn  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
a  firm  in  Brazil  Avhicli  desires  to  net  nn  agent  for  American  manuCactareri 

or  exporters.  Nu  particular  Hue  of  goods  Is  mentioned. 

Capital  and  inrcstmrnt,  No.  19.^82. — ^An  American  consular  officer  reports  tliat 
a  coinimny  in  Ohlle  is  anxious  to  secure  American  oipitnl  for  the  der<4op> 
luent  of  an  Irrigation  scheme.  It  is  stated  tliat  the  company  owns  31,000 
acres  of  land  and  desires  $1,500,000  for  this  project,  for  which  excellent 
terms  can  be  made. 

Dry  goodt,  cereals,  etc.,  No.  19583. — ^The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  frcnn  a 
firm  in  Porto  Rico  desiring  to  represent  manufactureraof  dry  goods  (cotton), 

cereals,  rice,  and  boiiiLS. 

Chinatpare,  stationery,  etc.,  No.  19;>84. — A  report  from  an  American  comnlar 
officer  in  India  states  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  be 
placed  In  communication  with  manufacturers  of  chinaware,  stattonerr, 

pictures,  and  perfumery. 

Dress  goods,  leather  goods,  etc..  No.  19585. — An  American  consular  ofDcer  in 
Denmarli  reports  that  an  importing  agent  desires  to  represent  manufac- 
turers of  dress  goods,  principally  blue  and  black  cheviots  and  serges;  cottcm 
velvets  and  velveteens;  leather  goods,  such  as  glazed  kids;  ribbon^  silks, 
linen  and  silk  thread ;  buttons  and  tarpaulin  cloth  and  cotton  bags.  Bank 
references  are  given. 

Cotton  prints.  No.  19586. — A  retail  merchant  In  Venezuela  informs  an  American 
consular  ofBcer  that  he  desires  to  receive  samples  and  prices  of  cotton 
prints,  such  as  retail  from  d  to  10  cents  per  yard.  Correspondence  should 

be  In  Spanish. 

Metal  JioUoio  tcare.  No.  19587. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  io 
Greece  states  timt  a  company  of  retail  merchants  desires  to  communicate 
with  firms  Interested  in  the  exportation  of  metal  hollow  ware  of  all  kinds 
for  household  use.  The  articles  chiefly  in  demand  are  saucepans,  meat 
dishes,  shallow  and  deep;  stewpans,  with  and  without  covers;  dinner  pails, 
ladles,  soap  dishes,  buckets,  washbasins,  etc.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1. 1 
Patros,  if  possible,  and  correE^ndence  may  be  in  English. 

Codfish,  No.  19588. — ^An  American  consular  officer  reports  that  a  firm  In  Bnull 
desires  to  import  codflsli  from  the  United  States.  Correspondence  must 
be  in  Portuguese  and  quotations  c.  I.  f.  port  of  destination. 

Hospital  equipment.  No.  19580. — A  Government  official  Informs  an  American 
conKuliir  officer  Mint  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices  from  mana- 
facturers  of  liospital  beds  and  equipment  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  I.  f. 
port  of  destination  in  rubles,  If  possible.  Correspondence  should  be  In 
llusslan. 

Perfvmcrif,  photographic  materials,  thread,  etc..  No.  19590. — A  report  from  aa 
American  consular  olHcer  states  tliat  a  commission  merchant  In  the  Canary 
Islands  di'slres  to  purclmse  perfumery,  photographic  niiiterlnls,  silk  nod 
cotton  throaU,  varnislies,  paints,  and  camllcs.  The  inquirer  states  that  be 
is  willing  to  pay  cash  against  documents  at  port  of  destination.  Refer- 
ences are  given.   Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanlsli. 

Household  and  agricultural  hardicare,  etc..  No.  19591. — An  American  con.«nIar 
officer  in  France  reports  that  a  commission  merchant  is  desirous  of  making 
connections,  on  a  purely  commission  basis,  with  manufacturers  of  household 
and  agricultural  Iiardware  and  lighting  and  heating  apparatus. 

Hosiery,  No.  19592. — A  business  man  In  Canada  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  esiwrters  of 
women's  cashmere  hosiery,  to  be  handled  on  a  commission  basis.  It  is 
stateil  that  the  present  rate  of  duty  on  cashm««  hosiery  to  Canada  Is  4Si 
per  cent. 
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BECOBS-BBEAXIHG  CUBAN  STOAB  CBOF. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris,  Cuba,  Dec.  11.] 

Grinding  has  commenced  on  the  sugar  crop  of  1915-16,  with  188 
centrals  as  against  176  of  last  season,  12  fine,  large,  new  modern  mills 
having  been  gotten  ready.  The  machinery  for  these  came  from  the 
United  States.  The  condition  of  the  cane  is  declared  to  be  the  best 
in  years.  Prevailing  cool  weather  has  ripened  i*  properly  and  added 
a  higher  saccharine  content  than  usual. 

Estimates  of  experts  whose  figures  are  always  accepted  as  the  best 
obtainable  forecast  show  that  the  crop  now  under  way  will  be  a 
record  one.  What  it  means  to  the  prosperity  of  the  island  and  to 
trade  generally  can  easily  be  foreseen  when  the  crop  of  1914-15  was 
valued  at  approximately  $205,000,000  and  had  the  effect  of  electrify- 
ing all  avenues  of  business  and  putting  Cuban  industry  and  trade  in 
the  best  position  it  has  yet  held.  If  prevailmg  or  approximate  prices 
prevail — as  there  now  seems  to  be  no  reason  they  will  not— the  effect 
of  the  present  crop  will  be  tremendous.  The  experts  estimate  the 
crop  now  under  way  at  3,175,000  tons,  which  ought,  at  average  prices 
for  the  crop  just  completed,  to  bring  $250,000,000,  an  increase  of 
$45,000,000  over  last  year.  Showing  the  rapid  increase  in  value  of 
the  Cuban  sugar  the  following  figures  tell  how  prosperity  has  come 
to  the  island:  Crop  of  1910-11,  $84,000,000;  of  1911-12,  $121,467,749; 
of  1912-13,  $115,394,602;  of  1913-14,  $130,424,397;  of  1914^15,  $205,- 
000,000.  The  United  States  has  been  selling  Cuba  83.14  per  cent  of 
the  goods  purchased,  and  the  percentage  wilfrun  greater  this  year. 


•  DANISH  TEABE  EXTENSION  IN  BUSSIA. 

[Rnsalnn-American  Joarnal  of  Commerce,  December.] 

That  the  Danes  are  eager  to  increase  their  trade  with  Kussia  can  be 
seen  from  the  Danish  Calendar  for  Exports,  just  i>ublished.  The 
calendar  has  been  published  with  the  help  of  the  Danish  Department 
of  Commerce  and  6,000  copies  of  it  have  been  sent  to  Russia  to  be 
distributed  free  of  charge  among  the  leading  commercial  and  indus- 
trial circles. 
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BTTltEAV  07  CHEHISTBT  EXTENDS  BESEABCH. 

Work  for  increasing  the  production  of  foodSf  including  new  uses 
for  farm  and  sea  products,  the  utilization  of  wastes,  and  the  develop- 
meat  of  methods  for  preventing  spoilage  in  perishable  products,  has 
hoen  greatly  extended  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Chief  Chemist  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  which  has  just  been  published.  The 
research  work  directed  toward  conserving  the  food  supply,  by  devel- 
oping new  uses  for  products  and  preventing  waste  or  spoilage,  has 
been  separated  from  that  directed  toward  the  detection  of  adultera- 
tion, with  resultant  increased  activity  and  efficiency  in  both  lines  of 
work.  It  is  intended,  the  report  states,  to  give  sp^ial  attention  to 
the  development  of  research  relating  to  the  application  of  chemisti? 
to  agriculture. 

Eliminating  Waste  and  Inefflolent  Prodaotlon. 

A  laboratory  was  established  to  study  the  decomposition  and 
fermentation  of  food  products  with  the  object  of  lessening  the  great 
waste  that  occurs  from  these  causea  Studies  are  under  wa^  relating 
to  spoilage  in  cheese,  butter,  cereals,  and  forage  and  feedmg  stuffs. 
Investigations  looking  to  better  methods  for  handling,  packing,  stor- 
ing, and  shipping  fish,  poultry,  and  eggs  were  continued  throughout 
the  year. 

The  enormous  losses  due  to  the  breakage  of  eg^  in  transit  have 
been  reduced  by  the 'adoption  on  the  part  of  the  shippers  of  methods 
developed  by  these  studies  for  bracing  eggs  in  cases^  bracing  cases  in 
cars,  and  bracing,  buffing,  and  shifting  cars.  Experiments  were  com- 
menced to  determine  the  best  methods  of  feeding  poultry  for  iBcreasfe 
in  weight  and  quality.  The  sardine  investiffations  were  continued 
and  resulted  in  a  further  improvement  of  the  Quality  of  the  pack. 
Methods  for  utilizing  waste  in  the  sardine  industry  were  recom- 
mended, and  in  cooperation  with  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industiy  the 
feeding  value  of  fish  meal  was  determined. 

ImpTovenent  of  Kethodt  of  XaUiir  Case  Simp. 

Important  progress  was  made  in  investigations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  methods  of  manufacture  of  cane  sirup,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  uniformly  bright  sirup  that  will  not  ferment  The  work  to  improve 
methods  of  manufacture  of  candy,  jams,  preserves,  jellies,  and  mar- 
malades was  continued.  Experiments  in  drying  potatoes  on  a  com- 
mercial scale  for  stock  feed  were  begim  durii^  the  year.  Other  work 
on  potatoes  included  methods  for  tne  manu^cture  of  potato  stardi, 
glucose,  and  dexti'in.  This  work  is  designed  to  utilize  cull  potatoes 
which  are  not  suitable  for  food  purposes  and  to  provide  an  outlet  for 
the  surplus  supply  in  years  of  overproduction.  Investigations  for  a 
similar  purpose  were  continued  in  connection  with  citrus  fruits  bv 
giving  attention  to  developing  methods  for  manufacturing  citric  acid, 
lemon  oil,  orange  juice,  orange  vinegar,  and  other  by-products  from 
oranges  and  lemons. 

Cooperation  with  State  officials  has  been  particularly  effective  in 
advancing  the  work  on  standards.  A  joint  committee  on  definitions 
and  standards,  representing  the  Federal  officials  and  the  State  otgani- 
Eations  that  are  interested  in  food-law  enforcement,  has  been  formed, 
purlng  the  past  year  standards  for  a  number  of  food  products  have 
been  formulated  and  adopted.  r^^^^I^ 
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WOBK  OP  THE  BUEEATT  OF  ANIMAI  DTDTrSTltT. 

Tlie  annual  rejjort  of  tlie  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  >rhich  has  just  been  published,  states  that 
satisfactory  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  work  of  eradi- 
cating a  number  of  animal  diseases.  In  addition  to  stamping  out  the 
foot-and-mouth  disease,  much  was  done  in  the  South  toward  the 
elimination  of  the  cattle  tick,  and  in  the  West  the  eradication  of 
scabies  of  sheep  and  cattle  has  been  brought  nearer  to  completion. 

In  the  territory  already  freed  of  cattle  ticks  which,  inchiding  the 
area  freed  since  the  beginning  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  is  now  more 
than  one-third  of  that  formerly  quarantined,  work  is  being  done  for 
the  building  up  of  the  beef  cattle  and  dairy  industries.  Effective  co- 
operation, it  is  said,  has  come  from  transportation  companies,  com- 
mercial clubs,  bankers,  and  other  business  men  who  were  farsighted 
enough  to  realize  tliat  the  eradication  of  the  cattle  tick  and  the  subse- 
quent development  of  the  live-stock  industry  mean  an  increase  of  busi- 
ness for  all  interests  concerned.  The  work  of  eradication  is  being  done 
in  cooperation  with  State  authorities,  and  is  being  pushed  forward 
as  rapidly  as  possible  with  the  means  at  hand. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  nearly  10,000  square 
miles  in  the  State  of  Utah  were  released  f  rem  quarantine  on  account 
of  sheep  scabies.  Nearly  4,ODO,()00  sheep  were  dipped  in  this  quaran- 
tined area  during  the  fiscal  year,  in  cooperation  with  State  officials, 
A  total  of  74,200  square  miles  was  also  released  from  quarantine  oii 
account  of  cattle  scabies.  Progress  is  reported  in  the  eradication  of 
dourine  in  hoi'ses  and  in  the  treatment  of  anthrax. 

Hot  Yet  Seady  for  Country- Wide  Eogr-Cholera  Campalgnii. 

Hog-cholera  w{irk  has  been  continued,  the  report  says,  and  now  con- 
sists of  investigations  into  the  possibilities  of  county  control,  edu- 
cational work  designed  to  secure  the  aid  of  the  farmers,  and  the  en- 
forcement of  the  virus- serum-toxin  law.  The  residts  show,  the  report 
says,  tliat  losses  from  hog  cholera  can  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  and 
the  industry  of  hog  raising  increased  in  any  given  area.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  however,  a  country-wide  campaign  for  the  eradication  of 
hog  cholera  is  regarded  as  ill  advised.  As  a  pi*eliminary  to  such  a 
campaign,  the  various  States  should  have  more  effective  laws  for 
dealing  with  diseases  of  live  stock  and  more  effective  legislation  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws. 

In  connection  with  the  problems  of  production,  the  report  calls 
attention  to  the  value  of  the  boys'  and  girls'  pig  clubs  and  poultry 
clubs.  The  pig  clubs  now  have  9,000  members  and  the  j^oultry  cluM 
nearly  4,000.  Improvement  in  the  quality  of  market  milk  is  notice- 
able as  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  the  department  and  various  other 
agencies.  Furthcrmoi-c.  by  means  of  cow-testing  associations,  the 
milk  yield  of  many  dairy  herds  is  being  increased  and  the  cost  re- 
duced. The  report  calls  attention  to  the  increasing  extent  of  the 
meat- inspection  service,  more  than  58,000,000  animals  having  been 
slaughtei-ed  under  Federal  inspection  during  the  fi.scal  year  ended 
June  30,  1915.  Over  seven  and  ti  half  billion  pounds  oi  meat  and 
meat-food  products  were  prepared  under  Federal  inspection. 


According  to  the  New  Zealand  Trade  Review,  the  estimated  popu- 
lation of  New  Zealand  on  September  30, 1915,  was  Ijlf^yef^^^^oOQlc 
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L&BQE  IKCSEASE  IH  AUEBICAH  SHIFBinUXnrO. 

The  following  tables,  made  public  bv  Secretary  of  Commerce  Bed- 
field,  are  supplementarv  to  the  detailed  statistics  in  the  annual  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Navigation  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO, 
1915,  and  brin^  down  to  December  1  the  figures  of  the  United  States 
merchant  marine  and  of  the  vessels  being  constructed  or  under  con- 
tract to  be  built  in  American  shipyards,  aggregating  761,511  gross 
tons. 

Following  is  a  brief  summary  of  numbers  of  the  larger  ocean 
steamers  which  make  up  the  great  bulk  of  the  761,511  gross  tons, 
classed  as  to  size : 


Constraotlon  periods. 

10,000  gross 
toDS  or  ovw. 

7,000  10 
10,000 

6,000  to 
17,000 

4.000  to 
G,003 

3,000  to 
4,000 

Tool 

BnOdtnx  or  and*'  ood> 
tract  on  Jnlv  1.  tSlS.. 

Ordwred  bMwm  JuIt 
laodn«c.  1,U1«.... 

• 

6 

6 
U 

19 

17 

4 

n 
» 

m 

a 

TOM  

IS 

» 

aa 

U 

« 

These  same  vessels,  of  8,000  tons  or  more,  grouped  according  to  the 
dasB  of  traffic  for  which  they  are  designed,  with  the  number  and 
gross  tonnage  in  each  class,  are: 


CIUHiOtT«Htla. 

Bandlu  or 
andfl'  oootract 
go  July  1, 1»16. 

CoDtraetod  for 
b«iwMn  July  I 
ud  D«a  1, 1915. 

TotaL 

No. 

Gran  tons. 

Na 

Gross  toDs. 

No. 

GroBtflfo. 

e 
u 

19 
2 

SB. 475 
1S3,669 
S3, 774 
9,1)00 

5 

•  38 

16 
4 

26.610 
195,330 
72,4.4 
30.228 

11 
47 
S4 
S 

a.as 

34S.M 

«.« 

« 

2S2,718 

63 

323,601 

98 

flat,  a 

■  Foot  fl(  8,600  KroM  tons  MOb  for  NormfflMiownare;  two  flf       pan  tqu  Mcb  tor  Amlcn  i 
Becord  of  Kerchant  Construction  and  Contracts. 

The  shipbuilding  companies  that  are  included  in  the  record  of  mer- 
chant construction  and  contracts,  both  on  July  1  and  since  July  1,  are 
as  follows: 


Companiea. 


On  JvAj  1. 


No.  Oroas  tons. 


SiDoe  July  I. 


No.  Gross  ton»- 


TotaL 


No.  a 


New  York  Shipbiiadfiii Co., Camdaii,  N.  J..... 
To't  Rlw  ablpbuUdlag  Corporation,  Qulncy, 

Mftits  

William  Cramp  &  Sons  Ship  it  Engine  Build- 
ing Co..  Phlladeiphla,  Pa  

The  Pusny  4  Jonos  Co.,  Wilmtnftton.  Del  

Baliimore  Dry  Dock  &  Shipbuilding  Co,,  Bal- 
timore, Md  

Maryland  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point  Md  

Harmn  &  HoUinipworth,  Wllminglon,  Del  

Newport  News  shinbnlldlng  &  Dry  Dock  Ca, 
Newport  News,  vo  

Chester  ShipbuUdlnfE  Co.,  Chester,  Pa  

Ellicott  Machine  Corporalicw,  Baltimore,  Md.. 

Slaeu  Island  Bhipbuildlig  Co.,  Port  Rich- 
mond, N.  Y.  :  

epwldea  SUpbnndlag  Co.,  Baltimore,  Ud  


92,103 
38.000 
19,300 


828 
S9.3fi0 
34,147 

eo,4as 


38,S10 

17.000 

fift.TIW 
1.3S4 

14,000 
SI. MO 
41,605 

n,82S 
14,000 

760 


1,92S 


•Not  reported. 


l,Ul 
(•) 
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CompaniM. 


Vnion  Ironworlcs,  Ban  Francisco  Cal  

VnitMl  ERgluMTlng  Works,  Oakland,  Cal  

8eattl«  Construction  &  Dry  Dock  Co.,  Seattle, 

Wash  ..   

American  Brldjce  Company,  PHlsbu-vb,  Pa  

Toledo  ShlpbiiUdinc  (^.Toledo.  Ohfti  

American  shipbuilding  Co.,  T<ded(v  Ohio: 

Lorain,  O1iio,rr.rd  

Cleveland  jura  

Detroit  ysra  

Chicago  vard  

ChicflEO  ShipbuildlBR  Co..  Chicago.  Ill  

(i'eat  Lake.;  EnKineerbiK  Wo  ks,  Dfttrolt  

UnnHowoc  Shlpbufldhift  Co..  Uanllowoe,  Wb.. 

JJaih  I  on  Wo-Vs,  Balh,  Mo  

Moo'o  &  Scott  I'on  Wo  ki;.  Oakland.  Cal... 

riinlonShlpbundinKCo..  FhOadelnhia  

I>ubui]ue  Bolt  &  Boiler  Works,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
The  CnarlM  Barnes  Co.,  CinctiiiiBti,  Ohio... 
Great  LaJtea  Towing  Co.,  Clorekutd,  Ohio... 

Johnson  Bros.,  Fcrrjsburff.  Ulcb.  

Howard  Sbipyacd*  Co.,  JefflmoiiTille,  Ind. . . 


Total 


Do  July  1. 

No.   Gross  tons. 


27.077 


6.800 


4,  .'00 
2,000 
300 
222 
660 
525 
300 
332 
C4 
1.400 


Btatce  July  1. 
No.   Gross  tons. 


7S        310,0S»     120        451, CS  202 


U,007 
3.500 

7.800 
lO.ESO 
17,900 

33,000 
4.200 
8.400 
2. 100 

32,280 
1,000 


Total. 
Ho.  OrOBB  tou. 


•  Not  nportcd. 

Statement  of  United  State$  mmAant  marine  a*  at  Dee.  1, 1915. 


roeumonted  lonnup.  June  30, 1015  

Not  Increasa,  July  Ito  Not.  W,  1M5  

Total,  Dec.  1, 1915   

The  aboTO  net  increase  is  brought  about  aa  follows: 


Vossris. 

Gross  tons. 

436 

23 

84.883 
60  334 

m 

272 

144, 7» 

£0  107 

lb7 

£3,S29 

Foreign-built  vftsels  admitted  to  Ameriean  registry  under  the  act  of  A  ug.  IS,  1914. 

Vesseb. 

Gross  tons. 

14S 

23 

523,379 
60,354 

Totid  Dec.  1, 1915  0  -  

171 

S83,733 

o  Indudod  in  this  total  ore  6  yachts  of  2.681  gross  Io.ts. 
VesteU  transferred  to  other  flaga  since  ike  act  of  Aug.  IS,  1914. 

Vassels. 

Qross  tons. 

66 
26 

13,ni7 
24, 1£4 

S2 

37,201 

a  Indnded  In  this  totAl  are  8  vessels  of  0.311  crosB  tons.  admlttMl  to  American  resistry  under  the  act  of 
Aug.  18, 1014.  and  subsequently  traDsterred  as  (Ulows:  Bteemer  Oceana,  7,706  rtoss  ton^,  to  Span  lab  flac, 
fiept  23, 1015;  schooner-barge  TuzTxim,  SOOgrosstoiBtoCuban  flu,  NoT.  23,1913;  Nhomtw-barsePaniie^ 
046SIOSS  ton*,  to  Culwi flag,  Nor.  22, 1915.  — — ,  r^r^n\f> 
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STATISTIGS  OP  CITIES  OF  THE  milTED  STATES. 

The  commission  form  of  government  is  in  effect  in  81  of  the  204 
cities  in  tiie  United  Stotes  of  over  30,000  inhabitants.  Civil-service 
regulations  are  applied  to  the  appointment  of  policemen  in  122  such 
cities,  including  all  those  of  more  than  300,000  inhabitants.  Police- 
women are  employed  in  26  cities.  Municipal  prohibition  prevails  m 
15  cities,  State  prohobition  m  17,  and  county  and  parish  prohibitioD 
in  3.  In  15  cities  certain  saloons  are  licensed  to  sell  malt  U(|uors  onh. 
These  are  a  few  of  the  significant  and  interesting  facts  which  will  &e 
brought  out  in  a  report  under  the  title  of  "  General  Statistics  of  Cities. 
1915,"  to  be  issued  in  the  near  future  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 

The  largest  city  now  operating  under  the  commission  form  of  gov- 
ernment is  New  Orleans,  whose  population  is  estimated  at  aboiit 
365,000;  but  Buffalo,  with  a  population  of  about  460,000,  has  recently 
voted  to  inaugurate  this  system  on  January  1, 1916.  Next  in  order  are 
Washington,  D.  C,  with  nearly  350,000  inhabitants,  Portland,  Oieg., 
with  about  260,000,  and  Denver,  with  about  250,000. 

In  these  cities  the  commis^ons  range  in  size  from  three  to  seven 
members.  Those  in  St.  Paul  and  Omaha  have  seven  members  earb: 
those  in  San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  six  each ;  and  tluU 
in  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  four.  All  the  other  commissions  are  com- 
posed of  either  three  or  five  members,  the  great  majority  having  five. 
The  salaries  paid  municipal  commissioners  range  from  $1500  a  year  in 
Jackson,  Mich.,  and  Spnngfield,  Ohio,  to  $7,000  a  year  in  Birming- 
ham, Ala.,  and  their  terms  of  office  vary  from  1  to  4  years. 

*'  City  Kana^eT  "  Eai  Charge  of  AdmliilstratlTe  Work. 

Dayton,  Ohio,  has  a  commission  of  five  members,  which  decides 
matters  of  general  policy,  and  a  "  city  manager,"  appointed  by  the 
commission,  who  looks  after  the  administrative  work.  The  pre^ding 
officer  of  the  commission  receives  $1,800  per  annum,  the  other  mem- 
bers $1,200  and  the  city  manager  $12,500. 

The  larger  cities  still  cling  to  the  older  form  of  government  by 
mayor  and  council.  In  all,  123  cities  of  over  30,000,  including  all  hav- 
ing more  than  400,000  inhabitants,  are  governed  in  this  manner.  The 
mayors*  salaries  range  from  $100  per  annum  in  Flint,  Mich.,  to 
$15,000  in  New  York  City,  and  their  terms  of  office  from  1  to  4  years. 

A  total  of  51,045  police  officials,  patrolmen,  detectives,  and  civilian 
employees  are  engaged  in  the  work  of  maintaining  peace  and  order 
in  the  204  cities.  Of  this  total,  5,586  are  officers,  exclusive  of  detec- 
tives, 34,320  are  patrolmen,  3,303  are  detectives,  and  3,015  are  civilian 
employees.  Of  the  patrohnen,  31,294  are  unmounted  and  1,804  are 
mounted  on  horses,  V08  on  motorcycles,  and  514  on  bicycles.  Park 
policemen  number  248,  and  policemen  detailed  at  mumcipal  build- 
mgs  and  courts,  390. 

New  York  has  526  mounted  policemen,  Philadelphia  435,  and  Chi- 
cago 186.  No  other  city  has  as  many  as  100.  In  New  York  Citv 
135  of  the  mounted  police  ride  bicycles,  but  Chicngo  and  Philadef- 
phia  rely  entirely  upon  the  horse  and  the  motorcycle.  Washington, 
T-  C,  has  61  bicycle  policemen — far  more  than  any  other  city  except 
New  York,  and  its  total  ntmiber  of  mounted  policemen,  101,  a 
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grater  than  that  of  any  other  city  except  New  Vork,  Chicago,  and 
hiladelphia. 

The  highest  paid  patrolmen  are  those  of  Snn  Francisco,  who  aro 
ungraded  and  receive  $1,464  per  annum;  and  the  lowefst  paid — dis- 
regarding those  in  the  lower  grades  in  a  few  cities — are  in  Williams- 
port,  Pa.,  where  patrolmen  are  ungraded  and  receive  $756  per  annnm. 
Terms  of  Serrlee  VeoessaTy  to  Attain  Highest  Grade. 

The  longest  term  of  service  necessary  to  attain  the  highest  grad« 
13  found  in  Savannali,  Ga.  In  this  city  the  patrolman  serves  five 
years  at  $900,  five  at  $960,  and  five  more  nt  $1,020,  and  thereafter 
receives  $1,080.  In  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C,  the 
maximum  rates  of  pay^ — $1,080  and  $1,020, 1'espectively — are  reached 
after  10  years  of  service. 

Among  cities  of  100,000  or  more,  the  longest  term  of  service  neces- 
sary to  attain  the  highest  grade  is  found  in  Washington,  D.  C,  where, 
after  three  years  of  service  at  $900  and  five  more  at  $1,080,  the  patrol- 
man finally  receives  $1,200  per  annum. 

Of  police  women,  Chicago  has  21;  Baltimore,  Los  Angeles,  and 
Seattle,  d  each;  Pittsburgh,  4;  Snn  Franciscoj  Portland,  Oreg.,  and 
St.  Paul,  3  each;  and  Dayton,  Ohio,  Topeka,  Ivans.,  and  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  2  each.  Fifteen  other  cities,  have  1  each.  Their  pay  ranges 
from  $625  per  annum  in  Dayton  to  $1,200  in  San  Francisco. 

State,  Hunlolpal,  and  Gonnty  Prohibition. 

Prohibition  by  State  law  prevails  in  17  cities  of  30,000  and  over — ■ 
4  each  in  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  3  in  Kansas,  2  each  in  Oklahoma 
and  West  Virginia,  and  1  each  in  Maine  and  North  Carolina.  Mn- 
nicipal  prohibition  is  in  effect  in  15  cities — 8  in  Massachusetts,  2  each 
in  Illinois  and  California,  and  1  each  in  Pennsylvania,  Iowa,  and 
Washington.   County  prohibition  has  closed  the  saloons  in  2  Michi- 

fnn  cities  and  parish  prohibition  has  closed  them  in  1  Louisiana  city, 
'here  are  thus  35  cities  in  which  total  prohibition  prevails.  In  addi- 
tion, there  are  8 — 4  in  Ohio,  2  in  Colorado,  and  1  each  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Illinois — in  which  partial  prohibition  is  in  effect  through 
the  operation  of  what  is  known  as  the  "  district "  system,  under  which 
certam  districts  or  sections  of  the  city  may,  by  popular  vote,  abolish 
their  saloons,  while  other  sections  retain  thein. 

The  largest  city  which  has  adopted  prohibition  independently  of 
State  or  county  action  in  the  matter  is  Cambridge,  Mass.,  whose  popUp 
lation  is  estimated  at  between  110,000  and  111,000.  The  largest  city 
in  which  the  saloons  have  been  closed  by  State  wactment  is  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  with  appir>ximately  180,000  inhabitants. 

Of  the  204  cities  of  over  30,000, 155  have  municipally  owned  water- 
supply  systems,  the  total  estimated  value  of  which  is  $1,071,000,000. 
Municipal  ownership  in  this  field  has  been  in  force  in  Philadelphia, 
which  built  its  plant  in  1801  and  has  operated  it  continuonsly  since 
that  time,  for  a  longer  period  than  in  any  other  city. 

The  bulk  of  the  water  supply  for  most  cities  comes,  of  course, 
from  lakes  and  streams,  but  there  are  3,634  wells  in  operation  in  47 
cities.  Of  these,  1,367  are  in  New  York  City  alone. 

Five  processes  of  purification  are  employed,  namely,  sedimentation, 
roa^lation,  slow  sand  filtration,  mechanical  filtration,  and  chemical 
sterilization. 
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USriTEI)  STATES  SHIFFINa  TOBHAUNS  TO  TAFAH. 

[Consul  tienvral  George  11.  Hcldmore,  Tokohama,  Japan,  Hov.  19.1 

The  United  States  did  not  begin  to  export  formaline  to  Japan  until 
early  in  1915.  A  resident  American  merchant  states  that  the  ^oods 
which  now  come  from  the  United  States  are  satisfactory  when  packed 
in  glass  carboys,  but  wlien  packed  in  wooden  barrels  the  formaline 
arrives  discolored  and  does  not  pass  the  reauired  test.  It  is  then 
either  rejected  or  disposed  of  at  a  greatly  rcauced  Bgtire.  The  fact 
that  shipments  of  formaline  in  glass  carboys  must  be  stored  on  de<^ 
involves  an  expensive  risk,  and  as  a  result  the  business  does  not  prove 
attractive  to  man^  shippers. 

Formaline  which  arrived  in  Japan  from  markets  other  thmH 
American  during  1912,  1913,  and  1914,  was  packed  in  aluminum 
jugs,  these  jugs  heing  protected  by  a  wicker  wrapper.  When  thus 
packed  it  always  reached  Japan-in  a  satisfactoir  condition. 

The  greater  part  of  the  formaline  imported  is  used  in  the  silk 
industry  of  Japan  as  a  disinfectant.  The  import  duty  is  5.10  yen 
per  100  kin,  or  $1.92  per  100  pounds.  The  amounts  and  value  of  the 
imports  of  formaline  during  1912, 1913,  and  1914  were: 


Plaofls  of  origin. 

in4 

1913 

1919 

QoaDtltr. 

Value. 

Qoantttj. 

Valoa. 

Qaantltr. 

VatM. 

U  037 
162. 140 
MS  302 
M  W4 

V.»l 

n.SM 

U.m 

41.  »S 
S7.S88 
3,781 

Pound*. 

B4.3ie 
300,616 
HI).  255 
9.933 

18.980 
80.O» 
B2,m 
1.053 

182.103 
102  967 
SS7.351 
OO.fiOS 

111 
si,as7 

ns.«7 
9.:>t 

S.S9 

a 
«.«» 

20.300 

3.S51 

i.ou.«ao 

101,305 

054.  UO 

n.sn 

1.900. 180 

99.10 

BVLES  FOS  ITAUAir  WHEAT  AHD  BREAD. 

[CoDBiil  General  David  F.  WUber,  Genoa,  Oct  2.] 

A  decree  was  issued  at  Rome  August  23,  1915,  providing  for  the 
production  of  a  uniform  kind  of  flour,  and  making  regulations  as  to 
its  sale  in  lead-sealed  sacks  with  proper  labeling.  There  is  also  a 
prohibition  of  the  removal  of  certain  elements  from  flour  or  the  add- 
ing to  it  of  other  commercial  or  inferior  values.  The  de<»«e  was,  in 
part: 

Milts  are  prohibited  from  producing  flour  from  wbeat  Intended  for  bread 
ninkli^  in  wbich  less  tbnn  W  per  cent  of  the  wbent  la  used.  It  la  also  pro- 
hibited to  tHke  from  flonr  normal  elements  and  add  to  It  other  commerrlal 

vnlues  nnd  Inferlop  foodstuffs.  It  is  prohibited  to  keep.  sell,  or  deliver  wheat 
flour  Intemled  for  tlie  prwluctton  of  brcnd.  unless  It  Is  put  into  lead-senled  sacks. 
iCnch  siu'k  shiill  lieiir  the  following  Indications:  Name  of  the  opemtinR  mill, 
iliiiillty  of  dour,  nud  limit  of  siftlns.  or  a  declnratloo  thnt  the  flour  wns  uot 
siftetl.  For  such  Indications,  opernting  mills  shiiU  make  use  of  labels,  lead  or 
otlierwise.  firmly  nttnchcd  to  the  snck. 

Ofilctals  iind  neeuts  iiidic:ited  In  nrticle  4  of  the  ministerial  decree  of  March  7, 
1015.  sbiill  be  chiiired  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  relative  to  the  refmla- 
tlons  regnrdliiK  tbe  production  and  commerce  In  flour  and  bread,  and  ataall  pro* 
Tide  for  haling  offenders  before  the  Judicial  antborlt^. 
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EASACEI  TO  ITSE  fiHAIX  ENGIHSS  EZIKMITELT. 

[CoDsoI  ianiM  Ollrer  Lalng,  Karachi,  India.  Oct.  11.1 

A  firm  in  Karachi  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with 
AmerieaTi  manufacturers  of  small  engines  capable  of  being  driven 
by  electricity.  The  firm  will  import  about  15  of  these  engines  for 
its  firbt  order.  They  must  be  capable  of  developing  about  5  horse- 
ower  and  should  be  as  simple  as  possible  in  construction.  If  the 
rst  order  proves  successful,  the  fii'm  is  ready  to  push  the  engines 
upcotmtry,  and  the  successful  American  house  or  houses  will  find  a 
steady  market  liere. 

In  India  the  lower  and  middle  classes  do  not,  as  a  rule,  leave  their 
homes  or  the  districts  where  they  were  born.  It  thus  happens  that 
memijcrs  of  enormous  "  families  "  live  close  to  one  another.  A  "  fam- 
ily "  consists  of  everyone  of  a  group  even  remotely  related,  such  as 
fourth  or  fifth  cousins.  Very  often  there  is  a  kind  of  pooling  of  in- 
terests among  the  members  of  such  a  group. 
Family  Groups  Bny  Hacblnes  for  Qrindlngr. 

The  food  is  largely  chapatties,"  a  kind  of  flat  cake  made  of 
roughly  ground  wheat,  millet,  chick  peas,  or  rice.  The  members  of  a 
group  often  "  chip  in  "  and  buy  a  machine  to  grind  the  meal  (called 
.**atta"  locally).  Sometimes  this  small  mill  is  run  by  an  oil  engine, 
or  by  one  that  can  be  stoked  with  wood  or  coal,  and  s(»netimes,  when 
the  mill  is  small,  it  is  run  by  hand.  The  mills  look  very  much  like 
the  coffee-grinding  mill  in  an  American  grocery  store,  but  are  usually 
lai^er. 

Recently  electricity  has  made  great  strides  in  India,  and  the  natives 
are  learning  to  use  it.  The  local  electrical  works  recently  advertised 
to  furnish  not  only  electricity  for  lighting,  but  also  power  for  me^ 
chanical  purposes.  The  firm  mentioned  in  this  report  sees  a  future 
for  small  engines  run  by  power  furnished  by  the  electrical  works,  and 
wants  to  cet  in  "on  the  ground  floor."  Several  of  these  small  engines 
are  already  in  use  here  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  but  as  these  ma- 
chines are  not  kept  in  stock  here  the  supply  must  come  from  abroad. 

American  manufacturers  are  urged  to  try  to  come  to  an  understand- 
ing with  this  firm,  as  it  will  mean  steady,  continuing  business.  The 
firm  is  one  of  the  largest  in  northwest  India.  It  has  placed  a  credit 
of  $50,000  in  Detroit.  Mich.,  for  the  purchase  of  American  goods,  and 
is  now  in  daily  consultation  with  the  consulate  over  an  electrical 
proposition  involving  another  $50,000. 

Amerloan  Trade  Journals  Fradnoe  Business. 

The  head  of  the  firm  is  kept  supplied  with  various  American  trade 
journals,  and  last  week  the  house  ordered  a  large  bill  of  goods  from 
advertisements  in  these  papers,  comprising  many  small  articles  such 
as  are  sold  here  in  general  stores — candlesticks,  small  metal  pitchers, 
small  night  lamps  to  be  used  in  babies'  rooms,  and  other  similar 
articles. 

American  manufacturers  should  not  delay,  as  they  did  when  several 
firms  were  advised  of  the  prospective  market  here  for  electrical  goods 
some  time  ago.  They  went  to  sleep,  and  now  an  English  firm  is  wiring 
the  town  and  supplying  all  the  bulbs  and  other  fixtures. 

[The  name  of  tlie  Rrm  mentioned  in  this  dispatch  may  he  obtained  of  the 
Bureau  nf  ForelKi)  and  Dntnestic  G<»DUQerce  or  Its  branch  offices  by  referring  to 
Trade  Opportuni^  No.  19491.] 
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AHESICAH  PBODUCnON  OF  SODIUK  AVD  SOSmiC  FEROZIDE. 

IComnifrrljil  Agrot  Thomas  II.  Norton.] 

Tlie  production  of  sodium  and  sodium  peroxide  is  now  attracting 
considerable  attention.  The  latter  is  now  manufactured  exclusively 
from  metallic  sodium ;  it  serves  also  as  the  starting  point  for  the 
manufacture  of  sodium  cyanide.  The  ^Vmerican  production  of  so- 
dium has  been  somewhat  limited.  The  output  has  been  used  chiefly 
for  the  manufacture  of  peroxide.  At  present,  there  is  an  enormous 
demand  for  both  sodium  peroxide  and  soditim  cyanide,  the  fonner 
for  use  chiefly  in  bleaching  operations,  the  latter  for  use  in  metal- 
lurgy. Prior  to  the  current  war  the  bleaching  and  metallurgical  in- 
terests of  this  comitry  were  largely  dependent  upon  European  sources 
for  both  salts. 

The  works  at  Niagara  Falls,  currently  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  metallic  sodium,  are  unable  to  meet  more  than  a  fraction  of  the 
present  demand  for  this  metal  from  manufacturers  of  sodium  per- 
oxide and  from  manufacturers  of  cyanide. 

In  view  of  the  urgent  necessities  of  a  large  group  of  American 
mnnufncturers,  and  of  a  multitude  of  manufacturing  interests  de- 
pendent upon  the  use  of  the  bleaching  agent,  as  well  as  upon  the  use 
of  cyanides  in  the  extraction  of  gold,  it  would  api>ear  as  if  the  time 
is  ripe  for  the  establishment,  upon  a  much  larger  scale  than  hereto- 
fore has  been  the  case,  of  American  production  of  sodium. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  in  this  connection  that  the  mechanical  equip- 
ment for  the  Castner  process  of  the  electrolytic  manufacture  of 
sodium  from  sodium  hydrate  (caustic  soda)  is  exceedingly  simple. 
The  question  naturally  arises  whether  the  many  interests  dependent 
upon  these  two  vital  salts  may  not  find  it  advantageous  to  unite  and 
organize  without  delay  for  the  manufacture  of  metallic  sodium.  It 
would  take  but  a  few  weeks  for  the  firms  now  so  well  equipped  for 
the  construction  of  electrolytic  devices  to  put  up  the  necessary  plant. 
The  electrical  equipment  is  of  a  standard  character,  and  is  prooably 
kept  constantly  in  stock. 

It  might  also  be  noted  that  the  full  complement  of  electric  power  at 
Niagara  Falls,  guaranteed  under  the  treaty  of  1910,  for  use  on  the 
American  side  of  the  Falls,  has  not  yet  attained  its  maximum  limit 
The  Castner  patents  expired  a  few  years  since.  The  American  output 
of  caustic  soda  is  now  quite  abundant.  The  available  power  at  the 
Falls  would  be  fully  able  to  meet  any  additional  demand  in  connec- 
tion with  the  enlargement  of  the  sodium  industry. 

The  Darling  process  for  the  manufacture  of  metallic  sodium  has 
been  utilized  to  some  extent  at  Philadelphia.  It  is  based  upon  the 
use  of  fused  sodium  nitrate  as  electrolyte.  The  mechanical  equip- 
mcmt  needed  for  the  electrolytic  decbmposition  of  sodium  nitrate  is 
quite  as  simple  as  that  employed  in  the  Castner  process. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  note  at  the  present  moment,  when  manufacturers 
of  dyestuflFs  and  of  high  explosives,  as  well  as  a  multitude  of  other 
chemicals,  are  struggling  with  the  increasing  shortage  in  the  supply 
of  nitric  acid,  that  the  acid  mentioned  is  the  only  by-product  resultant 
from  tlie  decomposition  of  sodium  nitrate  when  exposed  to  the  action 
of  the  electric  current. 

The  prompt  installation  of  the  necessary  plant  for  transforming 
Chile  saltpeter  (sodium  nitrate)  into  metallic  .sodium,  and  into  nitric 
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acid,  might  be  advantageously  taken  up  under  existing  circumstances 
viih  great  benefit  to  a  large  variety  of  consumers  of  both  products. 

Very  full  details,  with  plans  of  the  mechnnical  e(juipment,  are  to  be 
found  in  Thorpe's  Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry,  Vol.  V,  page 
1,  and  in  other  standard  authorities. 

ALFALFA  STABTED  IN  CT7BA. 

[Special  Agent  Uarrard  Harris.] 

The  successful  demonstration  by  President  Mario  Menocal  of  the 
adaptability  of  alfalfa  for  Cuba  is  regarded  as  one  of  considerable 
importance  for  his  country.  It  also  opens  up  large  possibilities  of 
new  lines  of  business  with  the  island  Kepublic,  such,  for  instance,  as 
znowei'S,  hav  rakes,  baling  outfits,  machinery  for  the  mixing  of  feeds, 
of  which  alfalfa  forms  a  component.  Additionally,  it  will  give  de- 
cided impetus  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock  in  Cuba. 

The  alfnifa  at  President  Menocal's  ranch  "  El  Chico,"  situate  about 
10  miles  from  Habana,  was  planted  in  May  last,  and  up  to  the  middle 
of  November  there  had  been  four  cuttings.  Thei-e  is  over  an  acre  in 
the  demonstration  plot.  It  is  well  grown,  has  a  fine  color,  and  is  as 
thrifty  as  any  to  be  found  in  the  United  States.  The  soil  of  Ctiba, 
owing  to  the  coral  formation,  has  a  high  content  of  lime,  and  this 
is  indispensable  to  the  plant.  The  experiment  station  has  made  sev- 
eral attempts  to  get  a  stand  of  alfalfa,  but  owing  to  some  deficiency 
in  the  inoculating  chemicals  the  bacteria  did  not  "  take "  and  the 
plants  did  not  grow.  With  this  fine  healthy  plot  of  it  available, 
with  soil  from  the  president's  ranch,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
extending  the  area  in  the  useful  alfalfa;  and,  as  planters  seem 
greatly  interested,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  next  nw  years  will 
see  many  large  fields  of  it  in  Cuba. 


PADTTS  ASD  VABNISHES  19  COSTA  BICA. 

[Connul  Chester  Donaldson,  Port  LimoD,  Nor.  2S.] 

The  total  importation  of  paints,  varnishes,  and  enamels  at  Port 
Limon,  Costa  Rica,  is  valued  at  $40,000  per  annum,  about  50  per  cent 
of  which  is  from  England,  40  per  cent  from  the  United  States,  and 
10  per  cent  from  Germany  and  other  countries.  [A  list  of  the  princi- 
pal importers  of  paints,  varnishes,  and  enamels  has  been  furnished 
by  Consul  Chester  Donaldson  and  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Befer  to 
File  No.  70004.] 

The  duty  on  pamts  (without  color)  is  0.20  colon  per  kilo,  equiva- 
lent, including  the  surtax  of  5  per  cent  of  the  duty  on  impoi-ts  at 
Port  Limon,  to  $4.43  per  100  pounds.  (1  kilo=2.2046  pounds;  1 
colon=46.5  cents.) 

ANOTHEB  VESSEL  FOB  CABIBSEAN  TBABE. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

The  Caribbean  &  Southern  Steamship  Co.  (formerly  Seebei^ 
lAie),  operating  out  of  New  York,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans  and 
specializing  somewhat  on  the  territory  as  its  name  indicates,  has  just 
purchased  the  Ecudorean  steamship  Constitution^  of  5,600  tons, 
which  vessel  will  be  used  in  the  rapidly  growing  business  of  the  line. 
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MAII-OKDEA  IBADE  IN  BRITISH  COLTTKBIA. 

[OoRxiil  Thotnaa  D.  Bowmnii,  Fertile,  Cauda,  Not.  24.] 

Under  normal  conditions  the  Fernie  consular  district  appears  to 
offer  a  fair  field  for  development  by  American  mail-order  houses. 
This  district  is  located  in  the  heart  of  tlie  Rocky  Motmtains  and  most 
of  the  settlements  follow  the  lines  of  railroads  through  the  narrow 
passes  and  valleys.  Lumbering  and  mining  are  the  chief  industries. 
There  arc  no  large  towns,  the  largest  being  Nelson,  with  a  popula- 
tion locally  estimiited  at  7,000. 

It  is  not  practicable  for  the  stoi*es  in  these  small  towns  to  carry 
as  large  and  varied  an  as.sortment  of  stock  in  many  lines  (especially 
those  in  which  the  styles  are  continually  changing)  as  the  large  stores 
in  the  cities  and  the  mail-order  houses.  The  nearest  lar^  city  that 
can  offer  this  district  superior  advanta^  in  shopping  is  Calgai^, 
Alberta,  which  is  over  200  miles  from  Femie.  Consequently  mail- 
order houses  do  a  thriving  business  in  Fernie,  and  as  similar  condi- 
tions obtain  through  most  of  the  district,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the 
same  thing  is  true  of  other  towns.  A  firm  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba, 
appears  to  get  the  bulk  of  this  trade. 

American  Share  of  Trade. 

American  dealers  have  had  a  .^hare  of  the  trade  in  this  district, 
although  the  present  war  surtax,  which  increases  the  duty  on  all 
American  goods  7^  per  cent,  making  the  total  duty  range  as  high  as 
43|  per  cent  in  some  lines,  is  discouraging.  But  as  preference  for 
American  goods  has  never  been  based  upon  cheapness  alone,  it  may 
still  be  worth  while  for  American  firms  to  seek  Canadian  mail-order 
trade,  as  some  are  doing. 

Among  the  classes  or  merchandise  that  are  still  being  bought  di- 
rectly in  the  United  States  by  local  consumers  who  must  pay  che  pres- 
ent heavy  duties  are  shoes  and  women's  clothing,  in'-luding  fancy 
trimmings  and  kindred  lines.  American  goods  have  a  good  reputa- 
tion here  for  "  up-to-dateness  "  and  style,  and  in  any  Tine,  of  mer- 
chandise where  advanced  styles  are  an  important  factor  the  American 
goods  will  commaiul  attention.  It  is  particularly  in  such  lines  that 
the  consumer  finds  the  local  store  inadequate  and  for  this  reason 
resorts  to  the  mail-order  catalogue. 

Separate  Catalogrnes  for  Different  Kinds  of  Articles. 

-  The  following  suggestions  are  the  result  of  investigation  into  the 

f)ractico  of  certain  firms,  complaints  of  local  patrons  of  mail-order 
lonses  in  general,  and  of  American  houses  in  particular. 

American  catalogues  generally  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
Canadian  houses.  Good  illustrations  and  accurate  descriptions  are 
important.  A  poor  picture  gives  a  corresponding  impression  of  the 
goods.  Inaccurate  or  inade(|iiatc  descriptions  are  bad  for  the  trade. 
One  handicap  is  the  duty  of  $0.15  jier  pound  on  mail-order  cata- 
logues imported  by  mail  from  the  United  States  into  Canada.  For 
this  reason  it  has  been  found  practicable  to  issue  several  small  cata- 
logues, each  covering  a  single  line.  One  who  desires  to  buy  ^0e9 
only,  for  example,  can  receive  a  small  slice  catalogue,  and  not  have 
to  pay  duty  upon  a  large  catalogue  containing  also  many  ptlier  things 
in  which  he  has  no  interest.   It  is  not  meant,  however,  that  shoes 
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should  necessarily  be  confmed  to  one  catalogue.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  mail-order  houses  of  the  United  States  send  out  an 
advance  card  or  letter  with  a  litt  of  their  various  catalogues,  giving 
the  amount  of  duty  upon  each,  if  they  so  desire.  Then  the  customers  * 
might  select  the  catalogues  that  interest  them.  This  applies,  of 
course,  to  those  firms  doing  a  general  merchandise  trade.  Houses 
handling  only  limited  lines,  like  jewelry  or  women's  clothing,  gen- 
erally do  not  need  large  catalogues.  Another  suggestion  is  that 
American  firms  might  oner  to  credit  the  customer  with  the  amount  of 
the  duty  on  their  catalogues  upon  the  first  order  received.  However, 
it  is  believed  that  the  consumers  would  not  object  to  paying  a  small 
duty  upon  light  catalogues  if  they  were  interested.  [The  name  of  a 
person  of  good  £tandiu<i  who  is  prepared  to  furnish  mailing  lists 
upon  request  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  oifices.  Kefer  to  file  No.  C9417.] 

Heed  of  Accuracy  in  Correspondence  and  fa  Filling  Ordert. 

At  its  best  trading  by  mail  has  its  disadvantages,  the  loss  of  time 
being  one  of  them  in  this  district.  A  person  in  Femie  recently  asked 
a  large  mail-order  house  in  the  United  States  to  send  samples  of 
goods  for  making  riding  breeches.  He  received  in  reply  two  books 
containing  samj^les  of  every  kind  of  cloth  except  those  from  which 
riding  breeches  are  ordinarily  made.  In  one  of  the  books  was  a 
notice  that  the  American  firm  carried  a  large  line  of  corduroys, 
khaki,  and  fustian  fabrics  especially  for  making  up  riding  breeches, 
samples  of  which  would  be  sent  upon  request.  The  man  had  planned 
a  hunting  trip,  and  did  not  have  time  to  wait  another  two  weeks  for 
samples.  The  American  dealer  lost  his  trade  and  disappointed  him. 

It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  make  inquiries  regarding  articles  in  a 
catalogue  because  nf  inadequate  descriptions.  It  takes  fully  five  days 
for  a  Tetter  to  pass  between  Femie  and  New  York.  Allowing  two 
or  three  days  in  uhich  to  fill  an  order,  it  may  be  seen  that  it  takes 
almost  half  a  month  to  get  goods.  The  dealer  should  therefore  ex- 
ercise great  care  to  answer  mquiries  and  fill  orders  promptly  and 
completely  in  order  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  further  correspond- 
ence. Complaints  have  been  heard  that  American  firms  do  not  always 
fill  orders  accurately,  but  sometimes  substitute  colors  or  send  wrong 
^zes. 

Parcel  Post — Ports  and  Snbports  of  Entry, 

The  parcel  post  offere  a  most  convenient  form  of  delivery  to  Can- 
ada for  anall  articles.  The  merchandise  is  appraised  at  the  nearest 
customhouse  and  the  consignee  is  notified  of  the  amount  of  duty. 
He  may  then  remit  the  duty  by  mail  and  Uie  goods  will  be  forwarded 
to  his  post  office  customs  officers.  However,  most  of  the  larger 
towns  of  this  district  have  customs  offices.  The  consignee  need  only 
go  to  the  customs  office,  pay  the  duty,  and  receive  the  goods. 

The  following  towns  of  British  Columbia  have  customs  offices: 
Fernie,  Newgate,  Natal,  Flathead,  Cranbrook,  Kingsgate,  Nelson, 
Juanita,  Koslo,  Grand  Forks,  Cascade.  Laurier,  Greenwood,  Phoenix, 
Midway,  Revelstoke,  and  Golden.   Goods  may  be  consigned  to  any 

gerson  at  the  above  ports  or  subports,  direct  fx-om  the  United  States, 
hippers  should  familiarize  themselves  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Canadian  customs  authorities  regarding  invoices. 
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CHEMICAL  FESTIIJZEES  IH  CUBA. 

(Kpfflnl  Ag^at  ftnrrnrd  IIiirri».1 

-The  market  for  fertilizers  in  Cuba  is  a  comparatively  recent  one. 
Tlieir  employment,  however,  has  given  such  markedly  good  results 
that  they  are  now  tirnily  eslnblishetl.  The  more  progressive  growers 
who  have  used  chemical  fertilizers  have  obtained  such  increased 
yields  that  the  other  planters  are  being  coniiwUed,  in  self-defense,  to 
adopt  the  same  methods.  It  is  inevitable  that  the  marketing  of  fer- 
tilizers for  both  cane  and  tobacco  will  expand  greatly  and  will  fur- 
nish an  important  branch  of  trade  in  this  island  Republic. 

A  plant  has  l>een  established  near  Habana  for  making  sulphuric 
and  hydrochloric  acid,  and  a  plant  is  in  process  of  erection  near 
Matanzas  for  the  manufacture  of  complete  fertilizer,  the  raw  mate- 
rial being  imported.  Both  plants  were  erected  by  American  capital. 
In  addition,  German  fertilizer  plants  and  potash  agencies  maintain  a 
propaganda,  as  does  the  ('hilenn  nitrate  sales  department.  There 
are  agencies  of  several  of  the  American  packing  interests  on  the 
island  selling  fertilizer. 

The  feature  of  the  fertilizer  trade  that  is  considered  n  drawback 
is  that  sales  are  made  on  12  months^  time  to  the  sugar  planters  and 
i)  months'  to  tobncco  growers,  direct,  and  without  interest.  This 
direct  selling  makes  it  necessary  to  maintain  a  branch  office,  and  sales 
force  and  collection  agency  on  the  island  to  j)ush  sales,  look  after 
maturing  paper,  and  the  like.  Notwitht^tanding  this  the  fertilizer 
business  is  considered  to  have  n  great  future  ahead  of  it  in  Cuba. 
In  1913  Cuba  imported  21,700  metric  tons  (metric  ton  =  2,204.6 
pounds)  of  chemical  fertilizers,  value  $806,185,  of  which  the  XJnitetl 
States  supplied  16,220  tons,  value  $r>l:l,fi97.  In  1914  the  imports 
dropped  to  10.304  tons,  valued  at  $^^68,759,  and  the  share  of  the 
TTnited  States  to  3,153  tons,  value  $78,349. 

AKEBICAH  CONSULAB  OmCEBS  OH  LEA7£  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  foUow'ing  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  Htates  and  will  he  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
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Dw.  31 
...do..., 
Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  31 


Dec.  31 


Jan.  K 
Itec.  31 


Feb.  1 
Jan.  fi 


Feb.  17 


Addrca. 


Department  or  State,  Washingtfln,  D.  C. 

Do. 
Do. 
hevfs.  Dpi. 

Hiiroau  of  Foreign  imd  Pomcstl^ Com- 
merce. Room  409.  CustoBlKKBe. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Do. 

C) 

Lotus  Club,  110  Wert  FUty-«m-eDtb 
felreet.  New  York  City. 

WinehMter.Intl. 

2007  KlevMith  atrept  NW.,  Wadiii* 

Ion,  D.  C. 
153  Churcb  Street.  Uoblle,  Ala. 


■  The  tour  of  Amerlcnn  cltios  l>j  Consul  Girnernl  Thomns  Sanimons,  o[  SbnnRhAl.  iodudei 
Rochester,  Albiiny,  Cnnnjohaiie.  Now  York.  Iietroit.  Chlcajto.  Seattle.  Tacoma,  Portland, 
und  San  Irrnnclaco,  rancluctlni;  nt  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  1016.  Uo  win  confer  with  btni- 
Q«a  men  at  these  places  who  are  Interested  In  trade  in  China.'  I 
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SECOND  FOEECAST  OF  HmtAlT  COTTOK  CHOP.' 

[Consul  Oeneral  James  A.  Smitb,  Cnlcutto.  Oct.  30.1 

The  Department  of  Statistics  has  just  published  the  second  fore- 
cast of  India's  cotton  crop  for  the  season  1915-10,  based  on  reports 
furnished  by  Provinces  which  comprise  the  entire  cotton  crop  of 
India.  The  forecast  relates  generally  to  sowings  made  up  to 
October  1. 

The  total  area  so  far  reported  this  year  amounts  to  16,253,000  acres 
as  against  2ii,152,000  acres  (revised  figure)  on  this  date  last  year,  a 
decrease  of  27  per  cent. 

The  decrease  is  most  noticeable  in  Ajmermerwara  (58  per  cent), 
Kajputana  (44  per  cent),  Bombay,  the  Punjab,  and  the  United 
Provinces  (40  per  cent  each),  Sind  (28  per  cent),  Central  India  (22 
per  c:nt),  Hyderabad  (20  per  cent),  and  the  Central  Provinces  and 
Berar  (13  per  cent),  Madras  alone  shows  an  increase  of  6  per  cent. 

As  stated  in  the  first  forecast  issued  in  August  last,  the  decrease  in 
the  area  sown  this  year  is  attributed  chiefly  to  the  low  prices  of 
cotton  obtained  last  year,  and  in  some  Provinces  also  to  the  vagaries 
of  the  monsoon.  The  present  condition  of  the  crop  is  reported  to  be 
on  the  whole  fair  to  good,  except  in  the  Punjab,  the  Northwest  Fron- 
tier Province,  the  tJnited  Provinces,  Rajputana,  and  Burma.  In 
these  Provinces  the  unirrigated  crop  has  suffered  severely  from  want 
of  rain. 

The  detailed  figures  of  the  second  forecast  for  the  Provinces  and 
States  are  given  in  the  statement  below : 


Proviocca  and  Statu. 


1916-16 


19H-liS 


1B13-U 


Bombay"  and  Bftrodft  

Oniral  ProTioceei and  Berar.. 

Madras  

PuiiJ:iba  

United  Provinces  

Bind-  

Burma  

Bihar  nod  0rlHf>a  

Benml »    

Northwest  Frontier  Province. 

Ajmer-Herwara  

As^am  

Hydprabad  

Cenirallndla  

Rtjputana  

Mysore  


Acre*. 

3.917  om 

4  091  000 
I.2S5  OOO 
1,000.000 
8.*rf>.000 
233  009 
230  000 
68  OOO 
8S.000 
61.' 00 
18.000 
32  000 
2.SSH  009 
1,117  000 
237.0(10 
70,000 


AcreM, 

«.A36.onn 

4.727  000 

1,:09.000 
],)t21  000 
1,40S  000 
323  000 
2h7  000 
71.000 
90  000 
58  '01 
43,000 
32  000 
3,617  000 
1,43.1  000 
421.00:1 
84.000 


A  cm. 
«,0D4.flOQ 
4,6S4  000 
606.00n 
1.930.  OOO 
1,341.000 
291.000 
252.000 
84  000 
85.000 
69.000 
43,000 
35.000 
3.439.000 
1,368.000 
414  000 
48.00) 


Total   16,253,000 


22, 152,000 


30,643.000 


«  biolndlng  native  States. 

COBBECT  ASBBESSES  OF  CONSUIAB  OEHCES. 

(Connul  General  P.  8.  Heintzleman,  Mukden,  China,  Not.  18.] 

It  is  suggested  that  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  who 
send  circular  letters  and  catalogues  to  consular  ot!ices  consult  the 
latest  revised  consular  list  before,  mailing.  The  Mukden  consulate 
^neral  is  still  receiving  letters  and  catalogues  from  various  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  and  exporters  addressed  to  the  consulate  at  Newr 
chwang.  China,  which  office  has  been  discontinued  for  almost  one 
year.  The  sender  loses  the  postage  as  well  as  the  stationery  and 
printed  matter. 

*  Fl;nir<<8  or  f-f*  imt  fnivcast  of  the  Indian  eotton  crop  were  published  lorCouuntqi 
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FOItEiaN  TEADE  OFPOBTTHnTIBS. 

BoHerved  nddressos  may  be  abUlued  from  tb«  BBr««n  aod  its  dtalrfrt  ofllrrB.  Roqupwt 

fur  cacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  ttppiirntc  xboet  nnd  the  llle  nambn  eiven. 

PiO  iron,  iron  barn,  etc..  No.  111503. — Tho  Kiirenu  of  Foreign  nnd  Domestic  Com-* 
iif^nv  Is  Infoniit^l  thnt  n  neutral  Kiiropeun  country  desirett  nniues  nnd 
nddn-Hsett  of  nmnufu<-turor8  of  ptg  iron,  Iron  bars,  and  piatcs.  Offers  may 
be  submitted  tbrougb  the  repreNentative  of  tbe  foreign  government  in 
Wa.s]ihiRton,  V.  O. 

Cotton  goodn,  white  driUs,  No.  19504.— A  commerciui  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports 
tiiat  a  firm  in  the  Far  Kast  desires  to  he  placed  in  touch  with  nianuftictureni 
or  exporters  of  the  foilowing  linen  of  cotton  goodn:  Wlilte  drills,  28  Iiudte!* 
wide,  3  nnd  f>  leaf  twill  construction,  with  'J.50  to  4  yards  per  pound; 
kimki  drills,  28  to  29  indies  wide,  4-lenf  twill  construction,  (i  to  8  ounces  per 
ynrd;  white  or  bleached  shirtings,  3G  Inches  wide.  72/72  to  88/88  picks 
per  inch  (flnishetl),  soft  and  medium  finish;  prints.  28  inches  wide^  costing 
5  to  7  cents  i>er  yard  f.  o.  b.  New  York;  black,  5-hnme8s  sateens,  28  to  3t> 
inchen  wide,  costing  6  to  10  cents  per  yard  f.  o.  b.  New  York ;  black  and 
other  colored  velvet,  22  to  23  iuclies  wide,  costing  15  to  30  cents  per  yartl  f.  o.  b. 
New  York ;  glnghnins,  nindras,  chambrays,  and  fancy  shirtings  2S  to  29  inches 
wide,  costing  5  to  8  cents  per  yard  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  The  firm  is  pre- 
pared to  pay  cash  in  New  York  on  the  dny  of  idilpment.  Gorrespondeiioe 
may  i>e  In  English,  and  samples  and  prices,  with  a  code  word  to  designate 
each  sample,  should  l>e  sent  in  tlie  first  communication. 

Oalvanized  Btcd  cables,  etc..  No.  lO^OO. — A  commercial  orgaaizatlon  iDfomw  tbe 
Bureau  that  a  business  man  In  Spain  desires  to  correspond  with  manu- 
fncttirers  of  galvanized  steel  cables,  manlla  cables,  and  ropes  for  fishing 
nets. 

Underwear,  cutlery,  etc.,  No.  lfl.">96. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South 
Africa  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  detflres  to  establish  commmial 
i*elations  with  manufacturers  of  underwear  for  women  and  children ;  cheap 
cutlery,  light  imrdware,  and  cotton  gtM«l«.  The  inquirer  desires  the  sole 
agency  for  ttiese  nrticlea  In  South  Africa.  CorreiqHindence,  catalogues, 
prices,  and  discount  lists  may  be  in  English.  References  are  i^ven. 

Dings  and  druggists'  sundries,  No.  lO^WT. — A  report  from  an  American  cousnlar 
officer  states  that  a  retail  establishment  in  China  desires  to  comiuunicate 
with  manufacturers  of  drugs  and  druf^fli^ts'  sundries.  Catalogues,  samples, 
prices,  nnd  discounts  f.  o.  b.  Pacific  ports  are  desired.  Tmns,  sight  dra^  or 
30  or  90  day  draft.  Bank  references  are  given. 

RaiJroad  materials,  supplies,  etc..  No.  19.j9S. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  conimerclnl  organization  stating  that  a  business  man  Id 
Spanish  North  Africa  desires  catalogues  nnd  price  lists  from  American 
mnnufiicturers  of  rnIlroa(l  nmterlnl  and  supplies.  It  Is  stated  that  the 
inquirer  hn.s  customers  hoUIliip  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  n  railroad 
line,  French  gauge,  1.4-10  meters,  and  need  80-horsepower  engines,  passenger 
nnd  freight  cars,  etc.  Quotations,  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  Cadiz,  are  also 
requestetl  for  gasoline,  kerosene,  and  refined  and  crude  oil. 

Chemical  prodvets.  No.  101599. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports 
tlint  a  firm  desires  to  he  placed  in  commnnleatlon  with  manufacturers  of 
chemical  products.   Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Wire  for  making  bed  and  chair  springs.  No.  lOGOO. — A  report  from  an  American 
consular  officer  states  that  a  manufacturer  of  l>eds  and  chairs  Id  France 
desires  to  purchase  wire  in  10  to  20  ton  lots,  for  cash,  to  be  used  In 
the  making  of  Ix^d  and  dialr  springs.  Samples  of  the  wire  may  be  exam- 
ined ut  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  Na  00S35.)  Gwre- 
spondence  may  he  in  Knglish. 

Advertising  articles.  No.  19G01. — A  letter  from  n  conimerclnl  organization  states 
that  a  oonipany  in  Arnenlina  desires  to  represent  an  American  firm  manu- 
facturing advertising  articles. 

Refrigerating  maehincrg.  No.  19602. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain 
rei>ort.s  that  a  company  has  been  formed  for  the  erection  of  a  cold-storage 
plant  for  refrigerating  meats  and  alimentary  products.  Manufacturers  of 
machinery  for  sucli  a  plant  arc  requested  to  send  catalogues  and  price  lists. 
Correspondence  should  i>e  in  Spanish. 
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AUEBICAN  lUPOBTEB  IK  CANTON. 

[Vice  Consul  P.  B.  Jossolyn,  Canton,  China.] 

As  indicative  of  what  might  be  done  to  increase  the  sales  of  Ameri- 
can goods,  provided  they  are  pushed  by  an  American  fii*ni,  there  is 
fjiven  below  a  statement  of  the  sales  since  August  1,  1915,  of  an 
American  importer  who  established  himself  in  Canton  nt  that  date; 
the  values  are  in  gold:  Provisions,  $2,023;  tin  plate,  metal  goods, 
nails,  etc.,  $8,640;  playing  cards,  $435;  cash  registers  (2),  $300; 
surgical  instruments,  $190;  petrolatum,  $746;  carborundum  (carbide 
of  silicon),  $1,678;  optical  goods,  $170;  total,  $14,182. 

These  ^oods  are  all  American,  and  while  some  of  the  provisions 
had,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  this  firm,  found  their  way  on 
this  market  through  Chinese  dcalei-s,  yet  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  the 
net  gain  to  American  import  trade  through  the  establishment  of  this 
one  firm  is  considerable. 

FBOFOSED  C0INA6E  OF  SILTEB  IN  URTrOtrAT. 

{Dlarlo  Ofldol,  Oct.  £9.1 

The  President  of  Uruguay  has  recommended  to  Congress  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bill  providing  for  the  coinage  of  5,000,000  pesos  ($5,170,000) 
in  silver  pieces  of  one  peso  ($1,034)  and  one-half  peso  ($0,517).  Old 
coins  of  these  denominations  are  to  be  retired  and  recoined.  This 
amount  is  equivalent  to  3.80  pesos  ($3,929)  per  inhabitant,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  it  will  be  sufficient  for  u  number  of  years.  The  profits 
I'ealized  from  the  coinage — should  the  bill  pass — are  to  be  used  for 
the  improvement  of  roads  and  construction  of  public  buildings. 

HABBOB  EXTENSION  AT  MAGASSAB,  DUTCH  EAST  INDIES. 

[Far  Eftstem  RctIpw,  Otrtobcr.] 

Shipping  and  commercial  circles  in  Macassar  have  received  word 
from  the  harbor  board  that  the  Government  has  sanctioned  the  con- 
struction of  the  boat  harbor  planned  some  time  ago,  as  well  as  a  north- 
ern extension  of  1,247  feet  to  the  2,559  feet  long  sea  wharf  now  in 
course  of  completion  for  sea-going  vessels.  As  a  re~sult  of  the  above, 
1916  will  see  Macassar  with  the  old  1,673-foot  pier,  the  new  boat  har- 
bor, and  a  wharf  measuring  3,806  feet  in  length  for  large  vessels. 
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BOimnCAN  TOBACCO  CHOP  POB  1915. 

[CoDfol  Frank  Aadenon  Henry,  Poeito  Plata.  Not.  Itt.] 

Aa  had  been  anticipated,  the  tobacco  crop  for  1915  was  small, 
amounting  to  60,000  to  70,000  seroons  (6,900,000  to  8,050,000  pounds), 
haWng  a  net  weight  of  about  115  pounds  each,  against  a  yield  of 
150,000  to  200,000  seroons  (17,250,000  to  23,000,000  pounds)  in  normal 
yeai^.  The  farmers  received  from  $2  to  $2.50  per  seroon,  but  the 
price  during  the  last  few  months  has  steadily  risen,  and  recent  pur- 
chases by  foreign  buyei's  have  been  as  high  as  $4  to  $i.50.  Lack  of 
transportation  facilities  has  increased  the  difficulty  of  marketing  the 
tobacco  crop.  Much  of  the  1914  crop  and  the  greater  part  of  this 
year's  still  remain  in  the  country.  Before  the  outbreak  of  the  Euro- 
pean war  the  crop  was  shipped  direct  to  German  ports.  This  market 
being  closed,  considerable  amoimts  have  been  sent  to  the  Netherlands, 
and  a  number  of  sliipments  have  been  made  to  New  York  in  transit 
to  other  European  countries. 

While  it  is  too  early  to  make  any  accurate  forecast  concerning  next 
year's  yield,  it  is  known  that  planting  has  been  heavy.  Should  favor- 
able weather  conditions  continue  during  the  next  few  months,  the  1916 
crop  should  be  a  large  one,  perhaps  as  much  as  200,000  seroons 
(23,000,000  pounds). 

lA  full  r(>r>ort  od  Doinlnlcnu  tobacco  was  piiblialied  in  Cokmebcb  Refobts 
for  July  10. 1015.] 


HEW  SOUTH  WAIES  TBABE  COlOnsSIOHEB. 

Three  official  documents  of  the  Government  of  New  Soiith  "Wales, 
Australia,  have  been  received  from  the  American  commercial  attache, 
William  C.  Downs,  at  Melbourne.  These  are:  "Consolidated  reve- 
nue fund,"  estimate  of  expenditure  for  1916-16;  "Public  works 
fimd."  estimate  of  expenditure  for  1915-16;  "Closer  settlement 
fund."  estimate  of  expenditure  for  1915-16.  tinder  the  consoli- 
drtted  revenue  fund  is  an  item  of  special  interest  to  the  United  States. 
This  is  the  amount  of  £0.250  ($30,416)  for  expenses  of  representation 
of  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  This  is  for  the  maintenance  of  the  trade 
cr>mmissioner's  office  in  Son  Francisco  and  for  occasional  visits  to 
\^ancouver.  This  allowance  is  to  cover  the  representation  of  a  single 
State  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  in  one  State  of  the  United 
States. 

Copies  of  these  three  documents  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  966. 


BimBEB  EXFOBTS  FBOU  STBAITS  SETTLEXEHTS. 

[r^DdoD  and  China  Telegrapb,  Not.  20.1 

Exports  of  Pard  rubber  from  January  1  to  September  30, 1916  (ex- 
cluding all  foreign  transshipments)  were  as  follows:  From  Singa- 
]>ore,  59,539,158  pounds,  against  28,968,720  pounds  in  the  correspond- 
mg  period  of  1914;  from  Malacca,  6,159,464  pounds,  against  3,579,164 
pounds;  from  Penang,  21,338^64  pounds,  against  15,948,1S8  pounds; 
from  Port  Swettenham  (Oct  21),  24.988,802  pounds,  against 
24,840,186  pounds  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1&14. 
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BEFOET  OR  COTTON  6INNIN0. 

According  to  Ji  preliininiiry  report  prepared  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Census,  the  niiinber  of  biiles  (counting  roTind  ns  half  bales 
nnd  excluding  linters)  of  cotton  ginned  from  the  growth  of  1015  prior 
to  Decemlwr  13, 1915,  and  compiirative  statist  ies  to  the  corresponding 
date  in  1914  and  1913,  crops  of  1914  and  1913.  and  the  per  cent  of  the 
crop  of  each  year  ginned  prior  to  Det^einber  13  follow: 


Giiiued  prior  to  Dec.  13. 

Croi>. 

r«r  cent  of  crop 
etni  ed  prior  tn 
Dec.  13. 

19U 

 «  

1914 

1013 

1914 

1013 

1014 

1013 

10, 303,  an 

13,972,330 

12,037,428 

U,€05.840 

13, 083, St t 

87.8 



92.C 

987,483 

1,573,140 

1,444,312 

1.731.751 

1.4fa.6B9 

00.8 

721,  C« 

803. 96S 

886,979 

090,237 

1,038,293 

89.5 

85.3 

63, 3M 

80.9m 

63,083 

00.648 

60,700 

89.3 

04.e 

Ocorglft  

l,tj60,9» 

3,451,644 

3,315,306 

2,733.0»4 

2,346,237 

oao 

94.4 

32S,lft> 

415,278 

%1,4S4 

452,261 

436,865 

01.8 

80.6 

M3.962 

1,0S3.S16 

1,084.680 

1,217.SS3 

1,281.841 

S8.g 

86.0 

667,113 

760,445 

708,  COS 

970,470 

837,905 

79.0 

84.6 

511,560 

1,069.013 

780. 7S3 

1,232.038 

842.490 

GO.  7 

93l7 

Bouth  CsnUm  

1,338,483 

1,376.438 

1, £00. 195 

1,418.704 

85.1 

00.0 

265,130 

319.284 

340,685 

372.068 

306,TS6 

85.8 

92.0 

Texas....  ^  

2,867,699 

8,874,388 

3,^.190 

4,390.300 

8,773.024 

88.3 

06.1 

78,0S2 

ia,m 

100,030 

163,386 

120,198 

70.7 

83.3 

The  statistics  in  this  report  include  100,040  round  bales  for  li)15: 
42,79G  bales  for  1914;  and  91,686  for  1913.  The  number  of  sea-island 
bales  included  is  83,810  for  1915;  71,401  for  1914;  and  69,520  for  1913. 
The  distribution  of  the  sca-island  cotton  for  1915,  by  States-,  is: 
Florida,  26,719;  Geor^gia,  52,908;  and  South  Carolina^  4,183. 

The  statistics  of  this  report  for  1915  are  subject  to  slight  corrections 
when  checked  against  the  individual  returns  of  the  ginners  being 
transmitted  by  mail.  The  corrected  statistics  of  the  quantity  of  cot- 
ton ginned  this  season  prior  to  December  1  are  9,705,877  bales. 

Cotton  consumed  during  the  month  of  November,  1915,  amounted 
to  514,534  bales.  Cotton  on  hand  in  consuming  establishments  on 
November  30  was  1,613,110  bales,  and  in  public  storage  and  at  com- 
presses 4,982,472  bales.  The  number  or  active  consuming  cotton 
spindles  for  the  month  was  31,497,435.  Dom^ic  cotton  exported 
during  November,  1915,  was  527,625  running  bales,  and  foreign  cot- 
ton imported,  21,169  equivalent  500-pound  bales. 


aoviaunmrT  aid  to  she  cttltube  nr  coioubia. 

[DIarlo  oaclal,  Oct.  8.] 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  annually  has  just  been  made  by  the 
Government  of  Colombia  for  the  encouragement  of  silk  culture  in 
that  country.  The  money  is  to  be  distributed  among  the  various 
departments,  where  it  will  be  used  in  establishing  and  maintaining 
schools  of  sericulture,  in  planting  and  cultivating  mulberry  trees,  in 
raising  silkworms,  and  in  prizes  for  the  best  results  from  silk  growers. 
Experiments  are  to  be  made  with  native  plants  to  ascertain  whether 
they  can  be  used  in  place  of  mulben-y  trees  for  the  worms.  A  part 
of  the  appropriation  is  to  bo  used,  also,  in  the  purchase  of  silk- 
binning  machinery,  which  is  to  be  exem^^t  from  import  duty  for  10 
years.  Manufacturing  efforts  will  be  limited  to  the  spinning  of  the 
cocoons  and  preparing  the  silk  for  exportation  as  raw  mat^taL  i 
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OECBEASE  IH  BEATH  RATE  OF  TJVITEI)  STATES. 

A  preliminiary  statement  just  made  public  by  the  Unite<l  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census  shows  a  death  rate  of  13.6 — the  lowest  on  rec- 
ord— per  1,000  estimated  population  of  the  i^gistration  area  of  the 
United  States  in  1914. 

Unfortunately  the  mortality  statistics  do  not  cover  the  entire 
United  States,  since  not  all  communities  have  adequate  death-regis- 
tration systems.  Those  States  and  cities  in  which  the  registration 
of  deaths  is  approximately  complete  constitute  what  is  known  as  the 
registration  area.  This  area  comprises  25  Stat»  (in  one  of  which, 
North  Carolina,  registration  is  restrioted  to  municipalities  whidt 
had  1,000  population  or  over  in  1900),  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
32  cities  in  nonregifctration  States,  and  contained  two-thirds  (66.8  per 
cent)  of  the  total  estimated  pojjulation  of  t!ie  United  States  in  1914. 
This  represents  a  very  gratifying  increase  as  compared  with  1900, 
when  the  registration  area  contained  only  about  two-fifths  (40.5  per 
cent)  of  the  total  population  of  the  country.  Figures  for  Kansas 
are  included  for  the  first  time  in  the  statistics  for  1914. 

There  is  a  widespread  and  increasing  intea:est  throughout  the  coun- 
try, especially  in  the  South,  in  respect  to  vital  statistics.  The  "model 
law  "  for  the  registration  of  births  and  deaths  was  put  into  operation 
in  South  Carolina  on  .lanuary  1,  1U15,  and  during  the  present  year 
this  law  was  enacted  in  the  States  of  Florida  and  Illinois.  The  Bu- 
reau of  the  Census  is  actively  cooperating  with  officials  in  other 
States  in  order  that  the  entire  country  may  be  included  at  the  earliest 
possible  date  in  the  registration  area  for  deaths. 

The  death  rate  for  1914  is  16  per  cent  lower  than  the  average  for 
the  five-year  period  lOOl-lOOfl.  When  due  allowance  is  made  for  the 
addition  of  many  new  States  to  the  registration  area  between  1905 
and  1014,  and  the  comparison  is  confined  to  the  registration  States 
as  they  existed  during  the  period  1901-1905,  there  still  is  ^own  s 
dccidi'd  decrease,  amounting  to  9.4  per  cent. 

Among  the  States  for  which  death  rates  for  1901-1905  are  given, 
the  grontest  proportional  decrease  between  that  period  and  1914  is 
shown  for  Rhode  Island— 17.4  per  cent.  Next  in  order  are  New 
York,  with  a  decrease  of  14  per  cent;  New  Jersey,  11.8  per  cent; 
Massachusetts,  11.4  per  cent;  Vermont,  7.4  per  cent;  Connecticut,  3.8 
per  cent;  Indiana,  2.3  per  cent;  Maine,  1.9  per  cent;  New  Hampshire^ 
1.8  per  cent.  Michigan  alone  showed  a  slight  increase — eight-tentiis 
of  1  per  cent. 

Among  the  cities  of  100,000  or  over  the  tendency  is  toward  a  still 
greater  reduction  in  mortality.  The  following  cities  show  a  decrease 
of  20  per  cent  or  more  from  the  five-year  period  1901-1905  to  1914: 
Jersey  City,  28.5  per  cent;  New  York  City,  26.8  per  cent;  San  Fran- 
cisco, 23.6  per  cent;  Denver,  23.3  per  cent;  Newark,  K.  J.,  22.5  per 
cent;  Pittsburgh,  21.9  per  cent;  Atlanta,  21.8  per  cent;  Los  Angeles, 
21.3  per  cent;  Lowell,  Mass.,  21.3  per  cent;  and  Paterson,  N.  J.,  20l1 
per  cent.   

Tlie  American  commercial  attache  at  The  Hague,  Erwin  W.  Thomp- 
son, reports  tliat  o  bill  is  said  to  be  in  course  of  preparation  for  toe 
next  Norwegian  Parliament  for  organizing  a  Department  of  Com- 
merce. Heretofore  there  has  been  no  special  department  for  in* 
dustrial  aifairs. 
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THE  COCOON  CHOP  OF  FBANCE. 

IVlcc  Consul  Jolin  J.  Erntitcr,  Lyoo,  Nor.  13.1 

The  1914  crop  of  cocoons  in  France  wns  nearly  15  per  cent  larger 
than  that  of  li)13,  according  to  figures  just  published  by  the  Min- 
istry of  Agricidture,  but  fell  2G  per  cent  below  t!ie  average  for  the 
pi-eceding  decade.   Tlie  official  statistics  by  Departments  are : 


l>PIJBrlineiH3. 
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4,190 
440 
612, 1« 
984,140 

11,160,400 
0, 730, 700 
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11,240,749 
9,393,.-t30 
18,802,390 
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17,620,a!U 
17,260^070 
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Returns  for  1915  indicate  a  crop  of  but  3,808,820  pounds,  dis- 
tributed among  tho  various  Departments  as  follows:  Ain,  5,770; 
Bas303-Alpos,  91,180;  Hautes-Alpe?!,  21,510;  Maritiraos-Alpos,  12,780; 
Ard^cho,  1,168,770;  Aude,  760;  Avoyron,  680;  Bouches-du-Rhonc, 
64,000;  Corse,  59,850;  Drdme,  332,300;  Gard,  1,229,710;  H6rault, 
79,030;  Is^ro,  64,640;  Loire,  '230;  Lozfirc,  95,310;  Pyrfiu^es-Orien- 
talcs,  14,570;  Rh6nc,  nil;  Savoie,  6,660;  Tarn,  920;  Tarn-ct-Garonno, 
280;  Var,  330,970;  and  Vaucluse,  228,900  pounds. 

BECOBB  CATCH  OF  COB  OK  NEWPOTmDLAin)  BANKS. 

[Consul  John  J.  C.  Watson,  St.  ricrrc,  Mlquelon,  Dec.  7.] 

The  fishing  season  of  1915,  which  ended  last  month,  was  remark- 
able for  the  fact  that  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  vessels  employed 
the  catch  was  the  greatest  ever  made  by  the  French  fleet  on  the  New- 
foundland Banks.  The  fleet,  numbering  11  steam  trawlers  and  25 
sailing  vessels,  caught  192,119  quintals,  or  23,294,428  pounds,  of  cod. 
All  idea  of  the  increased  catch  per  vessel  is  shown  by  n  comparison 
with  tho  1914  season,  when  the  catch  was  182,039  quintals,  which  is 
equal  to  22,144,978  pounds,  and  tlie  fleet  numbered  22  steam  trawlers 
and  251  sailing  vessels.  The  cod  were  so  plentiful  that  the  owners 
of  the  trawlers  decided  to  continue  fishing  during  the  winter,  which 
had  never  been  done  before.  Ordera  were  received  from  tlie  French 
Government  the  latter  part  of  November  for  the  trawlers  to  return 
to  France,  so  they  had  to  abandon  this  plan.  It  is  thought  here  that 
a  larger  fleet  of  trawlers  will  be  sent  out  from  France  next  season. 

Fisliing  with  stcain  trawlers  on  the  Newfoundland  Banks  has 
proved  profitable,  especially  so  this  season,  when  cod  brought  higher 
prices,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  seamen.  It  would  seem  to  be  well 
jrorth  while,  therefore,  for  American  shipowners  to  enter  this  field 
next  spring.  The  average  price  for  green  cod  this  seasoi^as  C.1 

m 


-  cents  per  pound. 


Digitized  by  LjOOglC 


1126  OOMMEBOK  BEFOSTB. 

SHOSBT  nrotrsTSY  nr  uHrrKD  kutodoh. 

[Vice  Conmil  Hamilton  C.  Claiborne,  Bradford,  England.  Oct.  28.] 

The  manufacture  of  shoddv  is  assuming  an  increasing  importance 
in  the  west  of  Yorkshire.  XKe  townships  of  Dewsbury,  Batley,  and 
the  adjacent  textile  communities  are  devoted  almost  exclusively  to 
this  industry.  Rag^  of  evei7  description  and  size  are  reduced  again 
to  fiber  and  respun  into  excellent  yam  for  weaving.  Often  fibers  too 
short  to  be  spun  alone  are  strengUiened  with  an  admixture  of  new 
wool  to  obtain  the  necessary  weaving  qualities.  There  is  no  unused 
residual,  even  the  unwoven  ends,  fine  as  dust,  being  ccmsolidated  by 
the  cohesive  power  of  oil  and,  commercially  known  as  flocks,  are  em- 
ployed for  stuffing  upholstery  and  mattresses. 

The  Yorkshire  spinner  is  said  to  be  able  to  spin  anything  that  has 
two  ends,  and  with  the  advent  of  scientific  processes  and  improved 
machineiy,  it  seems  likely  that  this  contention  is  justified. 

The  Yorkshire  rag  market  is  in  many  aspects  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting phases  of  the  textile  industry.  of  all  fibers,  colors,  and 
sizes  are  assembled  from  nearly  every  nation  of  the  world,  thoroughly 
cleansed,  reduced  to  fiber,  and  alone  or  with  an  intermixture  of  new 
yarn,  made  into  excellent  clothing  material,  blankets,  rugs,  and  a 
variety  of  other  articles.  Such  cloths  return  again  and  again  as  rags 
to  be  remade  into  new  fabrics. 

Shoddy  and  Hungo  Dlstlngnished — Kinds  of  Bafpi. 

An  interesting  article  on  the  manufacture  of  rag  wool  appeared  ia 
the  Yorkshire  Observer  for  October  28,  1915,  which  may  be  sum- 
marized as  follows: 

Shoddy  and  mungo,  as  the  two  chief  products  of  rags  are  called, 
differ  chiefly  in  length  of  staple.  Shoddy  is  pulled  from  Icmger  and 
coarser  wools,  while  mungo  comes  from  finer  and  harder-spun  fabrics 
that  naturally  have  a  shorter  fiber  length.  Fabrics  made  exclusively 
from  shoddy  or  mungo  are  readily  detected  by  their  lack  of  strength 
when  torn  and  by  the  shortness  of  the  wool,  but  in  mixtures  of  new 
wool  and  remanufactured  stuff  the  blend  is  recognized  only  by  an 
expert.  Some  of  the  best  woolens,  notably  the  vicunas,  are  improved 
by  the  addition  of  a  little  mungo.  Dyeing  and  carbonizing  dispose  of 
any  germs  that  the  rags  may  have  harbored 

Passing  from  the  marine-store  dealer,  who  is  the  first  handler  of 
rags  in  quantity,  they  are  sorted  by  the  manufacturer  of  rag  wool 
into  the  following  classes:  Merinos  (very  fine  wool  dress  goods), 
skirting  flannels,  neavy  cloth,  serge,  linsey  (other  materials) ,  tailors 
new  clippings,  cotton  (linings,  etc.),  and  rubbish  (textiles  not  fit 
for  pulling).  These  kinds  of  rags  are  then  sorted  into  minor  classes. 
As  light-colored  rags  fetch  a  higher  price  than  dark  ones,  owing  to 
the  ease  with  which  they  take  other  colors,  cloths  of  all  kinds  are 

fraded  into  different  shades.  Cheviots  are  sorted  into  gray,  drab, 
rown,  and  black,  while  fine  cloth  is  divided  into  drab,  blue,  green, 
scarlet,  and  black.  Flannels  are  sorted  for  quality  into  fine,  medium, 
and  coarse,  and  for  colors  into  red,  white,  and  dirty  white.  In  some 
cases  the  dirty  whites  are  washed,  whereby  they  lose  considerably  in 
weight  but  fetch  higher  prices.  Stocking  are  classified  as  all-wool, 
wool,  and  cotton  (angola),  and  felt  stockmgs  and  dippers.  Tlie  all- 
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wool  stockings  ai-e  fine,  m<edium,  or  coarse  and  gray,  black,  or  brown; 
the  angolas  are  picked  out  for  carbonizing. 

Extract  Xerlno— Eemoval  of  Cotton — ^Making  Bag  Wool. 

After  being  carbonized  the  rags  are  dyetl,  mixed  with  a  proportion 
of  wool  to  match,  and  scribbled.  At  this  stage  the  mixture  resembles 
carded  wool,  and  forms  the  material  known  as  "extract  merino," 
which  is  in  e^densive  demand  in  Kussia  and  Germany  for  the  fa<^ 
weft  of  president  cloths.  In  the  United  Kingdom  the  material  enters 
into  the  composition  of  fancy  tweeds,  flannels,  etc.,  and  by  reason  of 
its  fine  quality  and  excellent  spinning  properties  it  makes  handsome 
fabrics.  Wool  rags  of  good  quality  that  do  not  require  carbonizing 
hare  all  the  cotton  carefully  picked  out  of  the  seams  and  are  brushed 
or  scraped  if  they  show  dirt.  Linsey  cloth  is  rags  of  wool  containing 
some  cotton  and  carbonizing  is  necessary  to  obtain  really  clean  woof, 
which  is  not  injured  if  the  dry-gas  process  is  used.  Loss  of  weight, 
however,  may  vary  from  5  to  60  per  cent,  according  to  the  amount  or 
cotton  present. 

Such  rags  as  require  neither  carbonizing  nor  dyeing  are  blended 
for  conversion  into  rag  wooL  When  rags  of  a  specified  price  and 
color  have  been  obtained  they  are  spread  on  the  floor  in  a  stack,  the 
different  layers  of  which  (about  8  inches  thick)  are  softened  with 
boiling  water,  followed  by  almost  boiling  oil.  The  stack  is  allowed 
to  stand  some  little  time  (about  24  hours),  when  it  heats  up  and 
steams  and  the  whole  pile  is  softened  with  oil  and  water  vapor.  The 
rags  are  then  placed  smgly  on  the  lattice  that  feeds  the  rag  machine. 
They  pass  between  rollers  that  present  them  to  the  teeth  of  a  large, 
rapidly  revolving  cylinder  called  the  swift.  The  teeth  fray  off  the 
fiber  while  the  rag  is  still  held  by  the  rollers.  When  pulling  hard- 
felted  cloths  to  make  mungo  the  swift  runs  at  the  rate  of  700  to  800 
revolutions  per  minute,  the  feed  rollers  moving  slowly  about  one- 
foui'tli  of  1  inch  from  the  swift.  For  shoddy  pulling  the  teeth  of  the 
swift  are  set  coarser  than  for  mungo  and  the  swift  revolves  at  about 
half  the  speed. 

Willy  and  Carding  Engine— VtiUsatlon  of  Eabbith. 

The  fibers  of  the  rags  are  not  opened  out  sufiiciently  after  being  torn 

up  by  the  rag  machine.  To  complete  the  process  the  long,  thready 
material  is  passed  first  through  a  willy  and  then  through  a  carding 
engine.  The  willy  has  a  spiked  cylinder,  with  teeth  traveling  at 
900  feet  per  second,  and  teara  and  opens  out  the  material  presented 
to  it  by  a  pair  of  toothed  nippers.  If  the  fragments  are  not  small 
enough,  they  are  caught  by  a  series  of  spiked  rollers  and  returned 
again  to  the  feed  board.  On  leaving  the  willy  the  material  is  in  th© 
form  of  short  threads,  which,  for  conversion  into  shoddy  or  mun^, 
must  be  passed  through  a  carding  engine.  The  swifts  of  this  machme 
are  covered  with  fine  card  wire.  The  teeth  in  the  willy  run  about  4 
to  the  square  inch,  while  in  the  carder  they  run  about  300  to  400  to 
the  square  inch.  A  large  carding  engine  is  worth  about  $2,500. 

The  fine  short  fibers  from  rag  pulling  that  are  not  long  enough  to 
spin  into  a  thread  are  curled  up  into  bnus  for  the  flocks  used  in  cheap 
upholstery.  The  machine  for  this  purpose  consists  of  a  cylinder  of 
concentric  wire  grates,  which  by  revolving  rolls  the  flocks  into  tiny 
balls,  while  a  fan  at  the  top  draws  away  the  dusL  The  best  fiockf 
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are  »x>ured  and  of  a  light  shade.  The  medium  qualities  are  soih 

posed  to  be  washed  and  disinfected,  but  tlie  lowest  grade  are  prae- 
tically  similar  to  the  rags  from  which  they  came,  except  that  they 
contain  less  dust. 

Old  and  Kew  Xethods  of  Carbonizii^. 

The  old  wet  process  of  carbonizing  is  still  followed  to  some  extent 
It  consists  in  steeping  the  rags  in  a  reservoir  of  dilute  sulphuric  add 
until  thoroughly  impregnated,  then  removing  superfluous  acid  and 
spreading  out  the  rags  in  a  drying  room  heated  ay  a  current  of  hot 
air.  As  the  rags  dry  the  acid  in  them  becomes  more  concentrated  and 
begins  to  attack  the  cotton,  and  when  perfectly  dry  (which  is  highly 
essential)  the  cotton  will  bo  found  crisp  and  friable  and  readily  b«itaa 
out  in  the  form  of  dust.  This  system  undoubtedly  wea^ns  the  wool 
fibers,  but  it  also  gets  rid  of  any  silk  that  may  be  present,  whid^  is  not 
touched  by  the  dry  gas  process. 

The  machine  for  dry  carbonizing  consists  of  a  revolving  cylinder 
5  feet  in  diameter  and  14  feet  long,  housed  in  a  chamber  heated  to 
over  2S0°  F.  b^  means  of  furnace  gases  passing  from  tJie  retort  in 
which  the  acid  is  vaporized.  This  cylinder  reviMves  about  twice  per 
minute  and  holds  about  6  hundredweight  of  rags  for  one  charge. 
The  hydrochioric-acid  gas  fumes  are  produced  by  allowing  hydro- 
chloric acid  to  drip  into  a  red-hot  iron  retort,  which  converts  it  into 
the  dry         This  ^s  passes  through  the  hollow  shaft  of  the  rag 
cylinder  into  the  cylinder  itself  and  among  the  rags  as  they  are  kept 
tumbling  about  inside.   The  gaseous  fumes  enter  the  machine  for 
about  two  hours  until  the  rags  are  thoroughly  permeated,  after  whicb 
another  hour*8  rtuming  is  allowed  to  give  the  gas  further  time  to  act 
upon  the  cotton.   After  the  rags  have  been  taken  out  and  cooled  they 
are  shaken  vigorously  in  a  cylindrical  cage  somewhat  similar  to  a 
flock-curling  machine,  and  the  cotton  fibers,  made  brittle  by  the  gas, 
fall  away  in  the  form  of  dust. 

Tjetng  Ketbodi— ProdnotloB  and  Ezpivti  of  Bi^  Wool. 

The  old  ^stem  of  rag  dyeing,  which  is  still  extenavely  followed, 
was  to  boil  the  rags  in  large  circular  wood  vats,  holding  about  a  ixm 
of  rags  at  a  time,  and  having  a  perforated  false  bottom  below  which 
was  tne  open  steam  pipe  for  boiling.   In  this  primitive  style  the  cir- 
culation of  the  dye  liquor  among  the  rags  was  kept  up  by  stirring  and 
lifting  up  the  rags  from  the  bottom  by  means  of  a  long  pole.  The 
improved  dyeing  apparatus  comprises  three  wooden  vats,  two  raised 
upon  ft  wooden  platform  in  which  the  dyeing  is  done  and  one  under- 
neath, be^een  the  two,  serving  as  a  reservoir  for  the  dye.   From  this 
central  tank  the  liquor  is  raised  by  a  circulating  pump  and  the  pipe 
is  fitted  with  a  swiveled  curved  end,  so  that  it  can  readily  be  turned 
from  one  tank  to  the  other.  ^Vhile  dyeing  is  taking  place  in  one  tank 
the  other  is  being  charged  with  rags.   The  liquor  is  in  continuous 
cii*culation  through  the  dye  vessels,  each  of  which  is  furnished  with 
valves  and  delivery  cocks  so  that  the  rags  can  be  rinsed  in  the  tank 
in  which  they  ore  dyed.    Drying  the  rags  after  dyeing  is  done  in.  a 
revolving  cage  similar  to  the  one  used  for  carbonizing. 

Carbonized  rags  take  up  dyes  very  quickly,  and  if  mended  witla  un* 
carbonized  material  will  come  out  a  darkei'  shade  from  the  same  batii, 
but  grinding  and  carding  pull  the  whole  blend  up  to  one  shade. 
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It  is  conservatively  estimated  that  over  120,000,000  pounds  of  rag 
wool  are  pulled  in  this  country  (the  United  Kingdom),  of  which 
25,000,000  pounds  are  exported  to  Austria,  Russia,  Germany,  the 
United  States,  Sweden,  Norway,  and  Canada. 


XlPOBTS  OF  SHODDT  AND  MUKOO. 


The  following  table  shows  the  exporU  of  shoddy  and  mungo  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  the  principal  countries  of  destination  during 
the  last  five  years: 


Countrln. 

1910 

ISU 

1913 

1B13 

1914 

PtHinig. 

3.703.300 

1,259.000 
865,400 

1.413,(100 
eSl.tiOO 
961.200 
631.200 
702.800 
466.200 
890.300 
712.«)0 

Pound*. 
3.024  200 
1,231.700 
1,008.9(» 
l,E33.70O 
6G2,C00 
801,100 
637.200 
494.600 
SS7.600 
359.400 
1.079.900 

POUfldt. 

2,913.200 
1, ISO, 100 
1. 301.000 
1,003.300 
1,0:^8,100 
602.700 
809,  GOO 
672.700 
476,200 
386. SOQ 
1.933, £00 

Pounds. 

3.678.300 

1.364.000 

1.894. mo 

2,035.200 
1,130.300 
1,039.100 
938.300 
770.300 
660.400 
863.000 
897.000 

Ptmnds. 
1,084.300 
1.171,200 
1,0«.700 
962.000 
618,000 
fiSO.lOO 
610.400 
874.800 
870.000 
149,500 
883,900 

u,m.soo 

u,4ao^«oo 

13,443,500 

13, 456,400 

8.MT,B00 

The  shoddy  and  mungo  exports  from  the  United  Kingdom  during 
the  first  ten  months  of  1915  amounted  to  3,575,400  pounds,  as  com- 
pared yrith  8,601,800  pounds  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1914 
and  11,681,500  pounds  during  the  first  ten  months  of  1913. 


AHERICAK  CONSTJLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Port. 

Bxpln- 
tknot 
TCOue. 

AddiHL 

SOo  Paalo.  Brazil 
Amoy,  Chtns  

D«c.  81 
...do.... 
Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  31 

Deo.  81 

Jan.  5 

Dec.  81 

Fob.  1 
Jul  S 

Fab.  17 

DepartoMDt  oTBtato,  Wuhliigtoa,  D.  OL 

Do. 
Do. 
Lewes,  Del. 

Bureau  of  Fonfgn  and  Domestic  CoB. 
merce.  Room  401k  rmtftmhimntt. 
New^ork,N.Y. 
Do. 

i!otas  Club,  110  West  FUty-aeraQtb 
Street,  New  YoUc  Citr. 

Winchester,  Ind. 

3607  Eleventh  Street  NW.,  Waabbf- 

ton,  D.  C. 
153  Cbuicb  Street,  ICobDe,  Ala. 

Taggart.O.R  

Fort  ErJo,  Canada 

Buenos  Aina,  Aigen- 
tlna. 

Shanghai,  CbbiB  

Loorenco  Uarq  u«s, 

Portugu«5«  E  a  a  I 

Africa. 
Vera  CruB,  Mexico  

Haiacalbo,  Vai«EiielB. 

•  The  tour  of  American  cities  b;  Consul  Oeneral  Thomas  Sammons,  of  Sbaofchal,  Inclode* 
Rochester,  Albany,  Conajoherle,  New  York,  Detroit.  CbicaKO,  Seattle,  Tacoma,  Portland, 
nnd  Bon  I>YaDCiBco,  concluding  at  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  1910.  He  wlU  confer  witb  boil* 
nets  men  at  tbeae  plnoea  who  are  Inttreated  In  trade  In  CUna. 
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CROP  BETUSNS  AHB  COHBXTIONS  IN  CANADA. 

(Consul  GpnernI  Fredotick  M.  R>-<ler,  Wluafpt^,  Munitoba,  Nor.  S3.] 

The  followinc;  returns  are  taken  from  a  report  just  issued  from  the 
Canadian  Census  and  Ktatistica  Office,  giving  <]uality,  price,  and 
acreage  of  tlie  root  and  fodder  ci*ops  in  the  Dommion  for  1915,  the 
acreage  and  condition  (on  Oct.  81)  of  fall  wh^t  sown  for  191G, 
and  the  progress  of  fall  plowingj. 

Boot  and  fodder  crops,  consisting  of  potatoes,  turnips,  mangolds, 
etc.^  hay  and  clover,  alfalfa,  fodder  com,  and  sugar  beets,  occupied 
this  year  a  total  area  of  about  8,977,000  acres,  as  compared  with 
9,007,000  acres  in  1914.  Their  estimated  value  (subject  to  revision) 
was  $-230,379,000,  as  compared  with  $226,227,000  last  year.  The  de- 
crease in  ai-ea  was  principally  in  resi>ect  to  hay  and  clover,  and  the 
increase  in  total  value  was  due  to  the  larger  yield  of  the  same  crops. 
Hay  and  clover  yielded  10,953,000  tons  from  7,875,000  acres,  or  1.39 
tons  per  acre,  as  compared  with  10,259,000  tons  from  7,997,000  acres, 
or  1.28  tons  per  acre,  last  year.  The  yield  of  alfalfa  was  261,955 
tons  from  92,665  acres,  or  2.^  tons  per  acre;  of  fodder  com,  3,429,800 
tons  from  343,400  acres,  or  10  tons  per  acre ;  and  of  turnips  and  other 
roots,  64^81,000  bushels  from  172,700  acres,  or  372  bushels  per  acre. 

Totato  Cnp. 

The  conditions  governing  the  production  of  potatoes  this  year  were 
as  bad  as  they  were  good  last  year.  The  total  estimated  yield  was 
62,604,000  bushels  from  478,600  acres,  an  average  yield  per  acre  of 
only  131  bushels.  Last  year  the  corresponding  figures  were  85,672,000 
bushels,  475,900  acres,  and  180  bushels.  Not  since  the  average  of  119 
bushels  in  1910  had  the  rate  per  acre  been  so  low ;  it  was  27  bitshels 
below  the  average  of  158  bushels  for  the  five  years  191C-19l4.  In 
Ontario,  where  the  record  yield  of  over  167  bushels  per  acre  was 
obtained  last  year,  the  average  yield  per  acre  this  year  was  not  more 
than  92.6  bushels,  the  lowest  yield  on  record  for  the  Province.  In 
other  Provinces  tlie  potato  yield  was  also  poor,  except  in  Alberta  and 
British  Columbia.  In  the  former  Province  the  total  yield  was 
5,155,000  bushels  from  27,300  acres,  an  average  of  188.8  bushels  per 
"acre;  and  in  the  latter  the  yield  was  3,956,000  bushels  from  16,000 
acres,  an  average  of  247  busliels.  In  both  Provinces  the  yield  per  acre 
was  larger  than  in  any  other  year  since  1911,  when  the  respective 
yields  were  211.6  and  252  bushels.  For  all  Canada  the  quality  was 
84  per  cent  of  the  standard,  as  compared  with  90  per  cent  last  year; 
but  in  Ontario  the  quality  was  down  to  66  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  101  per  cent  last  year.  In  Prince  Edward  Island  the  quality 
was  81,  in  Nova  Scotia  76,  and  in  New  Brunswick  88  per  cent.  In 
Alberta  the  quality  was  good  with  91  per  cent  and  in  British  Colum- 
bia it  was  84  per  cent.  The  average  price  per  bushel  to  the  grower 
worked  out  to  57  cents  for  Canada,  76  cents  for  Ontario,  and  33  cents 
for  Alberta.  Potatoes  are  generally  reported  as  affected  with  rot 
and  blight,  especially  in  Ontario,  and  tno  indications  are  that  the 
keeping  qualities  this  year  will  be  poor. 

Aereage  of  VaU  Wheat— Fall  Plowing. 

The  area  sown  to  fall  wheat  for  next  year's  hai*vest  is  estimated  at 
1,100,800  acres,  as  compared  with  1,294,000  acres  sown  in  1914.  The 
decrease  is  principally  in  Ontario,  and  is  due  to  the  heavy  rains  of 
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August,  "which  prevented  the  working  of  the  soil  in  time  for  seeding. 
The  area  sown  to  fall  wheat  in  Ontario  is  estimated  at  820,600  acres, 
as  compared  with  1,043,000  acres  sown  in  1914.  In  Alberta  there  ia 
an  increase  from  230,000  acres  in  1914  to  200,500  acres  in  1915.  In 
Manitoba  there  is  a  decrease  from  10,900  to  9,400  acres;  in  Sas- 
katchewan there  is  no  cliange  from  the  estimated  area  of  4,100  acres; 
and  in  British  Columbia  there  is  a  small  increase  of  200  acres,  mak- 
ing 6,200  acres  sown  to  this  crop.  As  regards  condition  on  October 
31,  the  figures  are  88  or  89  per  cent  of  the  standard  for  Canada  and 
for  Ontario  and  Alberta.  In  Manitoba  the  condition  is  69,  in  Sas- 
katchewan 93,  and  in  British  Columbia  95  per  cent.  For  Ontario 
and  Alberta  the  percentage  showing  the  condition  of  the  crop  is 
smaller  than  in  either  of  the  two  preceding  years,  when  the  condi- 
tion on  October  31  was  rated  at  over  90  per  cent  of  the  standard. 

For  all  Canada  about  53  per  cent  of  the  area  intended  for  next 
year's  crops  is  reported  as  plowed  by  October  31,  as  compared  with 
71  per  cent  last  year  and  54  per  cent  in  1913.  In  the  northwest  the 
percentages  arc  as  follows:  Manitoba,  36  against  92;  Saskatchewan, 
27  against  77 ;  Alberta,  34  against  56. 


SHOBXAGE  OF  HATCHES  BEPOBTED  IN  FRAHCE. 

[Office  of  Commercial  Attnch^,  Paris,  Nov.  13.1 

A  discussion  in  Le  Temps,  in  which  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  a 

supply  of  matches  in  France  is  taken  up,  is  of  interest  to  American 
manufacturers.  The  conditions  described  suggest  the  possibility  of 
increasing  the  exportation  of  matches  from  the  United  States  to 
France.   The  newspaper  says  in  part : 

For  several  months  the  Government  has  been  selling  to  our  taxpayers  some 
matches  of  American  manufacture  which  have  given  full  satisfaction  to  the 
ptilillc — excellent  matches  with  long  stems,  and  matches  that  lighted  surely  and 
without  fllfflcHity.  Also,  some  American  matches  that  had  shorter  stems  and 
blacii  liontls  were  placed  on  sale.  But  uow  botli  of  tiiese  kinds  have  become 
exlmusteti,  and  little  by  Uttle  we  have  had  to  return  to  the  matches  of  former 
times,  which  gave  but  poor  satisfaction  and  of  which  it  has  been  said  that  they 
would  light  only  in  the  Inspiration  of  poets  and  musicians. 

Mr.  Ricaud,  director  general  of  the  French  State  factories,  said:  "We  find 
ourselves  in  a  most  precarious  situation  ns  to  the  manofacture  of  matches. 
We  continue  to  make  them  as  best  we  are  able.  It  is  true  that  this  home  manu- 
facture has  l>een  largely  reduced  from  that  of  normal  times,  but  It  has  not  been 
wholly  Interrupted.  It  is  the  matchwood  that  we  mostly  lack.  So  far,  we  have 
hardly  been  able  to  respond  to  half  of  the  needs  of  the  country,  ond  we  have 
looked  to  several  foreign  countries,  particularly  the  United  States,  Sweden, 
Italyt  Switserlaad,  Indo-Chlna,  and  even  Japan. 


AUSTBAUAN  SEMAin)  FOB  AUEBICAN  GLASS  OBOWS. 

[Consul  Qcnoral  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  Not.  8.] 

American  manufacturers  of  plate,  sheet,  and  wired  glass  have  en- 
tered this  market  since  the  outbreak  of  war  and  are  doing  consider- 
able business.  The  glass  has  proved  very  satisfactory,  some  qualities 
being  pronounced  better  than  the  glass  manufactured  in  Europe.  The 
only  complaints  made  are  those  concerning  defective  packing,  as  mea- 
j^oned  in  Gomhercb  IUforts  for  December  11, 1915. 
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DAXSEH  80TA-BEAH  UAKKET  BECOKES  AHUCAIEB. 


K'onfliil  A.  A.  Williamson,  Dalren,  Mnnohurln,  Oct  29.] 


The  lueul  market  for  soya  beans  and  products  has  become  some- 
what animated,  after  a  long  period  of  stagnation  on  account  of  the 
European  war,  and  the  consequent  lack  of  shipping  facilities  to 
Europe,  the  dulbiess  of  the  mauiii'e  market  in  Japan,  and  other  in- 
fluences, among  which  high  freights  may  be  reckoned.  New  hum 
nre  now  coming  down  to  Dairen  in  anall  quantities,  but  the  real  out- 
fluw  will  not  begin  until  the  advent  of  winter  causes  the  roads  in  the 
interior  to  freeze. 

The  direct  cause  of  the  present  animation  is  the  arrival  of  orders 
for  a  large  quantity  of  bean  cake  from  Formosa,  for  the  sugar  plin- 
tations  there.  On  the  23d,  17,000  pieces  were  bought  at  $0.57  eacb. 
while  on  the  following  Monday  38,000  cakes  were  bought  at  an  id- 
vance  to  $0.59  each. 

According  to  the  wharf -office  statistics,  Formosa  took  1,5-21.000 

Siecea  last  year,  or  46,115  tons.  Four  yeai-s  ago  a  trial  was  made  with 
Ban-cake  fertilizer,  when  600,000  cakes  were  oought.  Since  then  the 
demand  has  grown  to  two  and  a  half  times  that  amoimt.  Theheavied 
buying  for  this  market  is  done  in  November  and  December:  tiut 
bought  later  is  generally  only  to  supply  deficiencies.   Last  seasras 


slightly  more  than  the  former,  but  not  all  of  this  goes  directly  fmn 
Dairen,  a  portion  being  transsliipped  in  Japan. 
Eitimate  of  Winter's  Tarchases  for  Formo&an  Karket 


market  will  reach  2,000,000  pieces,  as  the  sugar  buEdness  is  prosper- 
ing, and  it  is  said  that  Java  sugar  will  have  to  pay  a  new  tax,  wliich 
will  give  Forraosan  sugar  just  so  much  more  advantage  in  Japanese 
markets.  This  condition  of  affairs  is  in  marked  contrast  to  that  in 
Japan,  where  the  big  crop  of  rice  has  cau^d  so  much  loss  throngt 
the  resulting  fall  in  prices. 

Last  week  the  buying  of  bean  oil  for  the  United  States  began  sud 
denly,  on  the  ariival  of  a  ship  for  New  York,  This  ship  will  go  m 
Suc^.  This  commodity  has  kept  up  in  ^ce  fairly  well,  the  greatest 
difficulty  being  to  get  hold  space  for  it.  The  demand  from  the  United 
States  is  expected  to  keep  up  fairly  well,  the  oil  being  used,  local 
exporters  understand,  as  a  substitute  for  cottonseed  oil.  It  often  goes 
indirectly,  via  Japanese  ports. 

The  South  Manchuria  Railway  has  slightly  altered  its  schedules, 
allowing  for  more  freight  trains,  in  anticipation  of  a  busy  season.  It 
has  also  overhauled  its  yards,  so  that  freight  may  be  better  handled 
and  stored.  Beclamation  work  is  now  going  on  that  will  allow  addi- 
tional go-downs  to  be  ei-ected,  and  sevei-al  new  shifting  engines  a« 
being  built  at  the  company's  Shahokou  works.  All  this  preparation 
is  the  result  of  last  winter's  experience,  when  the  congestion  was  so 
great  that  goods  were  stored  over  2^  miles  of  land.  At  one  time  there 
were  311,710  tons  of  beans,  cake,  kaoliang,  etc.,  stored  in  the  open,  for 
the  most  part,  and  covered  with  tarpaulins  or  in  osier  bins.  The 
extra  large  crop — some  20  to  30  per  cent  larger  thfin  the  average— 
and  the  state  of  the  Russian  railway  between  Harbin  and  V£di- 
Tostok,  together  with  a  severe  winter,  when  work  on  the  wharars  w« 


It  is  estimated 


COMMEBCE  BEFOBTS. 


1133 


frequently  impossible,  accounted  for  last  year's  congestion.  This 
voar  the  crops  are  not  so  large,  but  the  company  is  determined  not  to 
be  caught  again. 


mutual-behefit  dtsttbahce  in  itaxian  sceoois. 

[Consul  William  F.  KcIIpj-,  Rome,  Nov.  15.] 

In  ninny  of  the  elementary  schools  of  ISoinc,  and  of  some  other  cities 
in  Italy,  a  system  of  mutual-benefit  insurance  has  been  established 
among  the  pupils.  The  underlying  idea  is  that  the  pupils  forming  the 
society  shall  pay  small  weekly  contributions  to  the  general  fund  and 
in  return  shall  receive  certain  payments  in  case  of  sickness,  accident, 
or  death,  and  at  the  same  time  lay  the  foundation  for  old-age  benefits. 
While  the  plan  is  still  in  its  infancy,  so  far  as  Rome  is  concerned,  it 
has  been  adopted  in  many  of  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  and  this 
system  of  insurance  appears  to  be  growing  rapidly. 

It  is  intended  to  encourage  the  pupils  to  continue  the  insurance  even 
after  they  leave  school,  and  until  they  have  reached  the  age  when  they 
may  join  an  adult  society.  In  addition  to  the  immediate  economic 
benent  that  a  pupil  derives  in  case  of  sicknesy  or  accident,  the  habit  of 
providence  is  developed  in  the  child  during  his  most  impressionable 
years,  and  the  parents,  who  in  reality  pay  the  premiums,  have  their 
attention  called  regularly  to  the  question  of  provision  for  the  future. 

This  plan  was  so  favorably  received  by  the  Italian  Government  that 
a  law  has  been  passed  authorizing  the  ^ablishment  of  the  system  in 
the  State  schools  and  subjecting  the  management  to  State  supervision. 
The  worldng  of  the  law  is  extremely  simple.  It  permits  the  societies 
for  mutual  aid,  constituted  among  the  pupils  and  ex-pupils  of  ele- 
mentary and  private  schools,  to  request  the  recognition  of  the  State, 
provide<l  that  among  the  aims  of  the  society  is  that  of  assuring  an 
old-age  pension  through  the  National  Providential  Funds  for  Sick- 
ness and  Old  Age  (Cassa  Kazionale  di  Frevidenza  per  ITnvaliditk  a 
la  Vecchiaia). 

Xemlwrs  of  Societies  Aeeorded  In  Special  List 

This  national  institute  is  authorized  by  the  law  to  enter  the  names 
of  the  members  of  the  societies  in  a  special  list,  together  with  the 
amount  of  their  payments  and  their  proportional  share  of  the  accumu- 
lations of  the  society.  The  age  limit  for  pupils,  members  of  these 
societies,  is  from  six  to  twelve  years.  Aft»r  the  age  of  twelve  the 
pupils  who  have  conformed  to  the  regulations  governing  the  funds 
may  be  transferred  to  the  workmen^s  lists  of  the  national  fund,  while 
those  who  have  not  the  qualifications  for  the  workmen^s  lists  are  in- 
scribed in  the  National  Popular  Pension  Insurance. 

No  figures  are  available  showing  the  actual  amount  of  the  insurance 
of  this  class  in  Rome  or  in  Italy,  but  recent  reports  state  that  the 
system  is  spreading  rapidly,  and  that  it  is  in  operation  in  the  majority 
of  the  public  schools  in  this  city.  It  is  also  reported  that  the  pupils 
themselves  are  showing  great  interest  in  the  movement,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  small  State  subvention  which  is  at  present  given  by  the 
Italian  Government  (a  mnximum  of  §10,000  per  annum  for  all  Italy) 
"will  prove  to  be  a  valuable  educational  measure  and  an  incentive  to 
further  effort  by  the  children. 
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ESTIMATES  OF  TDCBER  AREAS  IN  FBOVINCES  01  CAHADA. 

lOoiieiil  Henry  S.  Culver,  St.  Jolin,  N.  B.,  Not.  26-1 

Aecordinj?  to  cKtiinates  made,  by  the  Forestry  Branch  of  the  I>e- 
partment  of  the  Interior,  the  total  area  of  land  covered  by  timber  in 
('anadit  in  between  r>00,OaO}OOU  and  G0(),000,000  acres,  of  which  200,- 
000,000  to  300,000,000  acres  are  covered  by  timber  -of  comineivial 
size. 

Distributed  by  Provinces,  the  estimated  acreages  of  commercial 
timber  are:  Nova  Scotia,  5,000,000;  New  Bnmsrrick,  9,000,000;  Que- 
l)ec,  100,000,000;  Ontario,  70,000,000;  Northwest  Provinces  (Mani- 
toba, Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta),  11,000,000;  British  Columljia. 
30,000,000.  These  figures  make  an  aggregate  of  2*25,000,000  acres  for 
the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

The  principal  forest  trees,  in  the  order  of  their  commercial  im- 
IKirtance,  in  Canada  are:  Ontario  and  Quebec — ^White  spruce,  white 

Kine,  balsam  fir,  hemlock,  birch,  red  pine,  cedar,  tamarack,  maple, 
asswood,  jack  pine,  elm,  ash,  oak,  poplar  and  beech;  Northwest 
Provinces  and  Rocky  Mountains — White  s^rucCj  aspen,  balsam  pop- 
lar, jack  pine,  black  spruce,  tamarack,  white  birch,  lodgepole  pinC; 
alpine  fir,  and  alpine  larch ;  British  Columbia — Douglas  fir,  western 
cetlar,  western  hemlock,  Sitka  spruce,  Engdman  spruce,  alpine  fir, 
bull  pine,  western  larch,  and  lodgepole  pine. 
Estlinated  Yalnet  of  Canadian  Forest  Frodncts. 

The  values  of  the  various  classes  of  timber  produced  by  the  Prov- 
inces of  Canada  in  1914,  with  the  total  value  of  forest  product±i,  for 
the  Dominion  are : 


Variety  of  tlmbar. 


Lumber,  latb,  and  slitiigl«s 

Firewood  

rulpirood.  

I'Mia  and  rafla  

Crosstles  

Square  timber  ezportad... 

Cooperoee  

I'otes.  


ValtM. 


t67,600,0m 
60, £00, 000 
16,500,000 

0.  -rOOtOOO 
»,UOO,000 

400,000 

1,  «W,000 
700,000 


Variety  oC  timber. 


Lom  exported  

Tamiing  material  

Round  mining  (Imbm  

HIsoellaneom  exports.  

Ubcoll&aeous  products  

Total  


Valnr. 


9850, 000 
22,000 

300,  coo 

IO,0OO,00l> 


176,8^  COS 


Spruce  is  the  most  important  wood  in  Canada  for  the  production 
of  lumber  and  pulp.  Maple  is  used  for  firewood,  as  well  as  for  fur- 
niture, cars,  agricultural  implements,  hardwood  flooring,  and  distilla- 
tion. Cedar  is  the  most  important  wood  in  Canada  for  poles,  fence 
posts  and  rails,  railway  sleepers,  and  sliingles.  White  pine  and 
Douglas  fir  are  important  lumber  species.  Beech,  poplar,  and  jack 
pine  are  used  in  largest  quantities  for  firewood.  Bed  pine,  hemlock, 
and  tamarack  are  lumber  woods  of  less  importance.  Balsam  fir  is 
an  important  pulp  wood.  Yellow  pine  grows  in  the  interior  of 
British  Columbia,  and  covers  a  large  area  in  the  dry  belt.  Elm  is 
an  important  cooperage  wood,  together  with  oak,  ash,  and  basswood. 

Besnlts  of  Foreigii>Trade  Opportunities. 

The  American  consulate  at  Lisbon,  Portugal,  reports  that  as  a  re- 
Fult  of  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  14954,  which  was  published 
in  CoMMERCB  REroirrs  Decem{>er  28,  1914,  the  firm  has  advised  that 
an  additu  nal  order  has  been  p.'aced  for  boot  and  shoe  leather  amount- 
ing to  $9c*.000.  The  firm  further  states  that  it  has  recently  purchased 
$20,000  woi-Ui  of  cbeniical  products  in  the  XTnited  States. 
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UGHTHOnSE  EHPILOTEES  COHHEDDED  BT  BECRETART. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Eedfield,  durine  the  past  week,  commended 
several  employees  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  lighthouses  for 
assistance  rendered  to  vessels  that  were  in  distress.  The  persons  com- 
mended and  the  special  acts  recognized  were : 

Levi  B.  Clark,  keeper  of  Cuttyhunk  Light  Statlou,  Mass.,  for  assistance  ren- 
dered the  schooner  Childe  Harold,  of  New  Haven,  C3onn.,  wlilch  was  aground  on 
Sow  and  Pigs  Reef,  Mass. 

William  J.  Tate,  keeper  of  North  Landing  Ulver,  etc..  Lights,  N.  O.,  for  as- 
sistance rendered  the  tugboat  Adelaide,  which  grounded  near  Long  P<^nt,  N.  G. 

Hans  P.  Score,  keeper  of  Slip  Point  Light  Station.  Wash.,  for  assistance  ren- 
dered by  him  to  the  launch  Bunch,  which  had  broken  down  In  the  vicinity 
of  Slip  Point  Light  Station. 

William  G.  Rollinson,  keeper  of  Hatteros  Inlet  Light  Station,  N.  C,  for  assist- 
ance rendered  to  two  fishing  t)oatB  which  were  in  distress  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hatteras  Inlet  Light  Station. 

Prank  G.  Sonimer  and  Archie  Hetu,  keeper  and  first  assistant  keeper  of  Detour 
Li^t  Station,  Mich.,  for  assistance  rendered  the  tug  Qazselie,  which  was  In  dis- 
tress off  Detour  Idght  Station. 


NOTES  FROM  CHUE. 

[Dlario  Oflcial,  Nov.  4.1 

Plani  for  Kodemizatlon  of  Santiago— Ooneeislon  to  Soat  Parm. 

A  commission  has  been  named  to  make  an  exhaustive  study  of  plai^ 
for  the  modernization  of  Santiago,  with  ample  provision  for  the 
future  growth  of  the  city.  This  commission,  which  includes  the 
mayor  and  other  municipal  officials  of  Santiago,  will  submit  detailed 
plans  to  the  Government  for  adoption. 

The  Government  has  granted  the  use  of  a  tract  of  land  for  five  yeara 
for  the  raising  of  breeds  of  goats  not  now  known  in  this  country. 

[Sooth  AmGrleon  Joamal,  Nov.  27.] 
Fuel  Oil  for  Locomotives — Oood  Crop  Prospects, 

The  railways  in  the  north  of  Chile  have  been  ordered  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  make  trials  of  petroleum  as  fuel  on  their  locomotives. 

The  wheat  crop  in  the  south  of  Chile  promises  to  be  most  satisfac- 
tory, recent  rains  having  been  of  great  benefit. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  Tork,  Xoom  400  Tnited  States  Castonhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Tnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  8t  Lonis,  402  Third 
national  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  BSl  Tost  Office  Building;  Kew  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbemia  Bank  Bttilding;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Cnstomhoase;  Seattle, 
029  Alaska  Bnildlng.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Clnolnnatl,  Chamber  of  Conuneroe;  Xos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Gommeroe; 
Setroltf  Board  of  Commerce;  Fhlladelplila,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


The  American  commercial  attach^  at  The  Hague,  Erwin  W.Thomp- 
son, reports  that  Dutch  consumers  of  soda  recently  held  a  meeting  in 
Amsterdam  to  consider  new  sources  of  supply.  Soap  and  glass  fac- 
tories, which  have  heretofore  imported  caustic  soda  and  soda  ash 
principally  from  Belgium  and  Germany,  now  find  these  sources 
nearly  exhausted.  The  meeting  reported  that  not  more  than  six 
weeks'  supply  was  visible.  The  annual  consumption  of  soda  in  the 
Ketherlands  is  about  50,000  tons.  ^  . 
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FOBEION  TRADE  OFFOSTUHITIES. 

•  LWbPi-c  a<IdrMfM«  arc  omlttvd  tbc;  niny  l>e  obtained  from  tbc  Dnreaa  or  Hi  AUtrlet 

S'lviirlljt,  Xo.  IMOit. — An  Ainprlonn  cniuulnr  officer  in  Denmark  reiwrts  that  a 
firm  In  tliut  country  dosilrofl  to  pnrehitse  Amer!can-nia<te  stendls,  novelty 
work,  etc.   CorrHHiondona;  may  be  in  EiigllHh. 

AMbvittoii  fahric  mavhinery.  No.  lOfiM. — The  hm-ean  Is  iaformed  by  an  American 
<'onKulnr  officer  in  South  Afrioi  that  a  man  desires  to  receive  catnlogues 
niid  full  Information  from  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  flber- 
IziuK.  spinning,  and  weaving  nsl>CKtos  for  fabrics  made  from  this  product 
with  n  view  to  Instnltlng  machinery  for  the  maunfucture  of  such  fobrlc. 
<''onvKpon(lence  may  tie  In  English. 

IJIa  tncal  goods  and  hardware.  No.  19605. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes 
that  n  firm  In  Spain  desires  to  obtain  exclusive  agencies  for  American 
electii^'al  goods  an<l  harthvare.    Iteferences  will  be  given. 

titumit-iiulUng  mttchineru  and  gates  for  fHtatitrc  flcJda,  No.  19600. — A  firm  In  the 
IMiitfHl  States  dewin's  to  receive  catalogiies  with  prlc«?s  for  export,  f.  o.  b. 
New  York,  from  Aniertcnn  manufncturerft  of  stump-pulUng  machinery  and 
gates  for  imsture  fields  which  can  be  c^ned  fipm  a  buggy  without  alighting. 

XtreoniHm.  No,  19607.— The  bureau  b)  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  Brazil 
which  dcrtlres  to  cor.initialoite  with  firms  iuterested  In  developing  a  mine 
(•onlahiing  tippn>xhnately  {>0,000  tons  of  zirconium.  An  analysis  sent  in 
by  the  firm  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  Its  district  oflBces.  IteCer 
to  flic  No.  19607. 

Heprcgrtilaticc  for  meat  packer.  No.  U606.— An  Amnrlcan  consular  offlcw  In 
Di*nniork  reiH>rts  that  a  business  num  In  his  district  desires  to  r^rcsent 
some  largf!  meat  packer.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

lUcetrie  passcnfjcr  rlrratorn,  electric  inntatlattons,  etc..  No.  19600. — A  com- 
mercial orgunlzutlon  in  the  United  States  writes  timt  the  manager  of  a 
large  Arm  In  IVru  dcKlres  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  electric 
passenger  elevators;  electric  installations  for  cities;  electric  material,  such 
as  copiier  wire  and  Insulators  for  installations.  Catalogues,  qnotatlons, 
terms,  etc.,  are  d«>slred. 

Htm  guppUrs,  No.  19610. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  ludlii 
states  that  a  seneral  merchant  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  manufac- 
turers of  mill  siipplieif  used  In  cotton,  f%>lnnlng,  weaving,  and  sizing  mills. 

State  uialrrialu.  No.  19611. — \  business  man  in  DeiiniarU  informs  an  American 
consular  offii-er  Hint  he  Is  desirous  of  con-espondinp  with  firms  operating 
their  own  quarries,  and  which  mnnufnctnrc  and  sell  all  grades  of  »Iate. 
CorresiHUulence  may  be  in  English. 

irflist/rs.  No.  19012. — An  American  consular  officer  reports  that  a  man  In  Chile 
wishes  to  represent,  on  n  commission  basis,  nn  exporter  of  American 
whiskies,  and  requests  thnt  prices,  methoils  of  packing,  as  well  as  rate  of 
counnission  lie  sent.  The  Infiulrer  Intends  to  sell  to  the  wholesale  trade. 
Bank  references  are  fnrnlsheil. 

Flour  and  pctrolrum,  etc..  No.  10613. — A  report  from  a  conmierctol  agent  of  tlwf 
Bureau  stata-^  tliat  a  firm  in  China  desires  to  communicate  with  exportm 
of  flour  and  |H>troleuin,  and  It  also  wlb^hes  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  American  firms  dealing  In  rice  and  tin. 

Porcelain  forma  for  gloves,  etc..  No.  10014.— A  commercial  attache  of  tlie  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  reports  that  a  manufacturer  in  Australia  desires  quota- 
tions for  porcelnlQ  forms  used  In  the  manufacture  of  rubber  gloves,  and 
glass  forms  for  nursing-bottle  nipples.  The  sizes  of  gloves  manufactuiW 
art;  0,  GJ,  7,  7^,  8,  and  8i.  The  sumo  manufacturer  desires  qnotatlons  on 
'  glass  tubing  Ig  Inches  to  li  Indies  outside  diameter,  in  4-foot  lengths. 
Terms,  cash  against  documents  nt  port  of  destination. 
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FBEKCH  TRADE  FOB  ELEVEN  UONTHS. 

(Cablegram  from  American  Consul  tieneral  A.  U.  Tbncfenra,  Paris,  dated  Dec.  20.1 

The  total  French  foreign  trade  excent  gold,  silver,  etc.,  for  the  11 
months  ended  November,  1915,  was  valued  at  $1,JH7,080,979,  against 
f|i2,045,510,886  in  1914.  The  imports  were  $1,389,853,795,  against 
$1,157,095,0^3;  and  exports  $5ii7,l 77,184,'  against  $888,415,803.  The 
imports  of  food  products  were  valued  at  $444,032,398,  against  $311,- 
975,043  in  the  1914  period;  industrial  materials  $543,557,287,  against 
$649,231,542;  manufactures,  $402,204,110,  against  $1!)5,888,438.  The 
.cxpoils  of  food  products  were  valued  at  $94,987,845,  against  $111,- 
286,116  for  the  1914  period ;  industrial  materials,  $112,905,905,  against 
$241,706,059 ;  manufactures,  $289,156,460,  against  $471,230,151 ;  postal 
packages,  $30,126,914,  agftinst  $64,193,537.  The  imports  in  Noveml>er, 
1915,  were  valued  at  $119,283,843,  against  $51,488,733  for  the  same 
month  in  1914;  the  exports  were  $55,093,780,  against  $32,728,361. 

STTGAE-BEET  CHOP  OF  RUSSIA. 

IConrd  of  Tradr  Journal.  I-ondon,  1>l'c,  2.] 

According;  to  the  Torgovo  Pi-omyshlennaya  Gazettn,  of  November 
12,  1915,  it  is  anticipated  that  this  year's  sugar-beet  crop  in  Russia 
will  amount  to  12,9i^8,200  short  tons.  Estimating  the  production  of 
sugar  from  beet  at  the  average  rate  of  14  per  cent,  the  amount  of 
sugar  that  would  be  extracted  from  tliis  quantity  of  beet  comes  to 
about  1,785,000  tons.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cjuantity  of  sugar  left 
in  stock  from  the  previous  year's  production  amounts  to  195,900  tons. 
The  total  quantity  of  sugar  that  will  be  available  for  the  12  months 
from  October,  1915,  to  September,  1916,  will  therefore  aggregate 
1,981,000  tons. 

VALUE  OF  PESOS  AT  BANKS  IN  HONBITSAS. 

I  Consul  WnUor  F,  Boyle,  ruerto  Cortos.  Dec.  3.] 

During  the  month  of  November,  1915,  the  banks  of  the  Puerto 
Cortes  district  sold  the  Chilean,  Peruvian,  Salvadorean,  and  Hon- 
duran  pesos  of  local  circulation  for  35^  cents  gold,  and  purchased  the 
same  coins  at  34^  and  35  cents  gold. 

U«8*-U  _J137  . 
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TBADE  STATISTICS  FOB  ONE  WEEK. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  we«k  ending 
December  18,  1915,  at  the  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
iStatcs,  handling  88  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  per  cent  of  total 
exporte,  based  on  transactions  in  the  month  of  October,  1915,  follow: 


Dfetricls. 


Oe<Hi!la  (SsTBnnab)  

Hnssachusetts  (Boston) 

Kew  York  

PhUad«lphla  

Maryland  (Baltlmon).. 

VtTKlnla  (Norfott)  

New  Orleans  

Galvaston  

San  Francbco  

Washloghm  (Beattle)... 

Buffalo  

Cbkajto  

Htobigan  (Detroit)  

Total  


Imports. 

Dutle;  col- 
Icetod. 

ExpOItS. 

r3.4Bt 

s4ao 

4.B78.2M 

174  680 

1.110  eoo 

lR.4ie 

2,458.760 

S6.m  073 

1,300  G33 

141. 7S4 

2.4C2.SB 

178 

33  266 

4.D15.M 

70.318 

392.746 

1.445.30 

1,444  a7» 

11.432 

5.771310 

7S.70J 

1,713 

3,27B.iai 

2.40S  fiS3 

117.  G£3 

1.572  090 

2.30n.371 

lg.S8e 

1.43a.  US 

6ft6,»2 

15.408 

431.375 

131.  S46 

U4.£3a 

U.715 

S3,3B2,S4S 

3,622,730 

H,  931. 437 

The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  at  the  12  principal  customs 
districts  of  the  United  States  follows: 


Districts. 

BalM. 

DMrtota. 

Balo^. 

JXstrieu. 

Goor^  

23,003 
3.130 
«,47S 
0,300 

PbOadelpbla.  

4.01 
4.03 

South  Ca-oUna  

Washioeton  

UarrUnd.  

VlTrtnla  

Toua  

N»w  York  

37,955 

67,  on 

14I,Qt7 

North  Carolina  

SEA-BORNE  TEABE  OF  BBITISH  HTBIA. 

[CoDflul  General  James  A,  Smith,  Calcntto,  Nov.  5.J 

The  trade  returns  of  British  India  for  September,  1915,  compared 
with  those  for  September,  1914,  show  increases  in  the  values  of  imports 
and  exports,  but  a  decrease  in  reexports.  The  value  of  imports  in 
September,  1915,  was  nejirly  $42,176,000,  an  increase  of  about  $17,- 
844,000  compared  with  the  same  montii  in  1914.  The  total  exports, 
including  reexports  and  the  value  of  wheat  exported  on  Government 
account,  amounted  to  $55,965,000,  but  exclutTmg  reexports  to  $54,- 
830,000,  an  mcrease  of  $30,172,000.  Reexports  amounted  to  $1,135,000, 
a  decrease  of  nearly  $136,000,  as  compared  with  September,  1914, 

Imports  of  treasure  increased  by  $-2,368,000  to  5^,023,000,  and  ex- 
ports by  $908,000  to  $1,038,000. 


EXPEBIMENTS  IN  COPPEB  EIECTROTTPING. 

At  the  Cleveland  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Electrotypers  a 
representative  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  described 
that  bureau's  work  on  electrotyping,  especially  the  recent  investiga- 
tion of  copper  electrotyping.  The  results  obtained  aroused  consider- 
able interest  and  were  characterized  ns  of  great  practical  value.  An 
appreciation  of  this  work  and  a  desire  for  its  contimiance  and  exten- 
sion were  expressed  in  a  resolution  passed  by  the  convention. 
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FOEEIGN  COTTON  HTDUSTET  AND  SUPPLIES. 

The  figjnres  given  below,  whicli  were  ohtiiined  from  tlie  best  sources 
available,  p:ive  the  condition  of  the  cotton  industry  in  some  of  the  for- 
eign coiintriea  at  the  end  of  November,  1915,  compared  with  the  s«me 
month  in  1914. 


Countries. 


EfSypt  

Ja|ian  

Frnnro  

Canada: 

MurlUmc  Trovtices  , , . 

Ontario  and  Qtteb«c  c  i 

South  Africa  

flpaln  


Month 

Nov.  30 


1014 
1915 
1914 
I91.S 
1914 
leio 

lOtl 
191  .i 
1914 
lOlo 
1914 
191S 
1914 
191.5 


Cotton  spindles. 

Ufll  con- 
samption 

III  i^t  rt  irii 

(bald  oT 

50) 
pounds). 

Co'loa  on 

hand 
(iHi'ie  of 

£0(1 
pounds}. 

'i27H,0Or) 
a354,7;W 

Number. 

Acivily 
(per  c«nt). 

?.:s7,,-4ti 

7, 400,  IBO 
7,400,000 

02. 100 

ra.m 

S2e,llG 

m 

F3 

ro 

Ii7 

75 
7i 

fA 
62 

l:it>,072 
152,144 
40.000 
.M,000 

1,I.S0 

7, 

9,57u 

1 100,  Olio 

17j,0Tl 
l.UtiO 

'2\-7{iS 

2,la3,7f« 
2,130,353 

95 
100 

33,0i2 
3ri.l7a 

2»,14A 
57,.™ 

Co"  ton 
gools  on 

(value  In 
II.  S-  cur- 
rency). 


(47,130 


7,0a),001 
3, 500,000 


«  Cotton  9tD'<k  availabln  for  export  In  November. 
>  ExcliLilvely  Nord. 


<  For  Ortob«r. 

•f  Tolnl  for  prtnclptl  mills. 


COFFEE  EXPORTS  FEOM  SANTOS. 

[Vice  Consul  W.  H.  I/iwrenc?,  Snnloi,  Uratil,  Nov.  20.) 

The  following  table  shows  tho  exports  of  coffee  from  Santos,  Brazil, 
during  October,  1915: 


I'orls  ol  destination. 


New  York  

Harre  

New  Orleans  

Genoj.  -  

til (lektiolm  

Coj'eni'aicn.'.  

Amsterdam  

riinstfania  

Ootebo'R  

Ma^feillo  

Maltno  

London  

Trodhjpin  

Berlin  

Bordeaux  


IJngj. 


Forts  of  (Ie.-;tinatfon. 


'iB3,  T,27 
210.J'31 

l';i.:47 
fi3,."(i0 
fM,r.2i 
.'iS.OIH) 
4'1,  m 
ftl,  2)0 
29, 4£l 
2lK.2fO 
27,S4(l 
]R.7".ll 
12.2^0 
11,074 


Biieno!  .Vi  e;  

Alrxnnd  in  

.Aiilf  imii  

B.i  C'-lonn  

i  N^pliM  

:  Miiolvii  

I  Sani.inder  

;  ^.;villo  

I  HinvenEe-  

('hrisl  iitusand  

I  Moii'.Gvtdeo  

I  Port  baid  

I  ViKo  

'  Malagit  

,  Las  I'almas  


Bags. 


Forts  of  dcitlinallon. 


Sklcn  

I.iVO7110  

Li-i>o:i  

Ciidiz  

Vikleiicin   

I'Linui  .Vrcnn-t  

Ollior  ports  

To  vc;^eli  ai  ship'H 
store  1  

Tola!  

Tu  other  po:ti  InXtraiil 

Totol  


250 
250 
QUI) 
2E0 
125 
100 
125 

121 


1.624,  IZt 


1,625,345 


NEW  JAPANESE  WOOD-PULP  FACTOBT. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  London,  Itw.  2.1 

The  British  commerciatl  attache  at  Yokohnma  reports  tliat  a  new 
company,  with  &  capital  of  3,000,000  yen  (about  $1,494,000),  is  be- 
ing organized  to  manufacture  wood  pulp  in  Karafuto  (Japanese 
Saghanen).  It  is  intended  to  erect  a  factory  capable  of  tuming  out 
12,000  tons  of  pulp  wood  a  year.  Felling  rights  over  large  tracts  of 
forests  are  sM  to  have  been  obtained. 
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KEPOBT  OF  THE  DIEECTOR  OF  THE  CEHSTTS. 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  Director  Sam.  L.  Rogers,  of  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  to  Secretary  of  Commerce  R«i- 
lield,  covering  the  fiscal  year  1914-15,  which  has  just  been  made 
public,  the  Census  Bureau  carried  on  a  dozen  lines  of  work  during 
the  year  and  issued  33  reports  and  bulletins  having  a  total  of  over 
6,600  pages.  Until  March  15, 1915,  the  Census  Bureau  was  imder  the 
management  of  Hon.  William  J.  Harris,  now  a  member  of  the  Fed- 
eral Trade  Commission. 

The  largest  single  task  undertaken  by  the  bureau  during  the  year 
was  the  quinquennial  census  of  manufactures,  relating  to  the  calen- 
dar ^ear  1914.  This  work  required  the  services  of  more  than  1,300 
special  agents  to  collect  reports  concerning  capital  invested,  persons 
employed,  cost  of  materials,  value  of  products,  character  and  qaan- 
tity  of  power  used,  and  quantity  of  fuel  consumed  from  every  man- 
ufacturing establishment  in  the  United  States.  The  canvass,  which 
began  in  January,  1915,  was  carried  on  more  rapidly  than  at  any 
preceding  coisus,  and  was  brought  to  practical  completion  early  in 
August.  Already  more  than  200  press  simimaries  have  been  issued 
givmg  preliminary  figures  for  inmvidual  cities  and  States. 

An  important  inquiry  completed  during  the  fiscal  year  was  that 
relating  to  public  and  private  wealth,  public  d^t,  and  taxation  for 
the  year  1913.  The  results  were  published  in  the  form  of  ei^t  sepa- 
rate bulletins,  the  contents  of  which  were  later  bound  together  in 
two  volumes  having  a  total  of  over  1,600  pages.  The  aggregate 
wealth  of  the  Nation  is  estimated  at  nearly  $188,000,000,000. 

A  SOO-page  bulletin  was  issued,  in  which  were  brought  together 
the  principal  census  statistics  relating  to  the  N^ro  race.  A  more 
carefully  prepared  and  complete  report  will  follow. 

New  work  undertaken  during  the  year  includes  the  collection  of 
financial  statistics  of  States,  dealing  with  revenues,  expenditures, 
assets  and  liabilities,  assessed  valuations  of  property,  and  tax  levies; 
tlie  preparation  of  a  series  of  life  or  mortality  tables  ^owin^  for  each 
principal  element  of  the  population — male  and  female,  white,  negro, 
urban,  rural,  etc. — in  certain  States  the  death  rate  and  expectation  of 
life  at  each  age;  the  preparation  of  a  statistical  monograph  on  can- 
cer; and  the  taking  of  special  censuses  of  cities  and  vUlages  at  local 
request  and  expense. 

Important  work  planned  to  be  begun  in  the  coming  year,  if  the 
necessary  legislative  authority  is  provided,  will  include  inquiries  re- 
lating to  religious  bodies,  marriage  and  divorce,  transportation  by 
water,  and  forest  products,  and  the  collection  of  birth  statistics.  The 
Census  Bureau  has  a  permanent  force  of  approximately  600  officials 
!ind  employees.  The  report  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  no  other 
Federal  office  of  equal  or  greater  size  are  average  salaries  for  the  offi- 
cial and  clerical  forces  so  Tow  as  in  the  Census  Bureau. 


AKEBICAV  aiASS  BOTTLES  FOE  EHaLAlTD. 

A  correspondent  of  the  American  commercial  attach^  in  London 
calls  attention  to  the  great  scarcity  of  glass  bottles,  due  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  glass-manufacturing  centers  of  France  and  Belgium,  and 
suggests  that  American  gln^  manufacturers  would  find  it  decidedly, 
worth  while  to  open  branches  in  London. 
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AmrVAL  BEFOBT  OF  THE  UOHTHQUSE  SEBVICE. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Lighthouses  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Commerce  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1015,  has  been 
published.  A  review  of  the  work  accomplished  dxtring  the  five  years 
since  the  i-eorganization  of  the  Lighthouse  Service,  whicli  took  effect 
July  1, 1910,  shows  that  there  has  been  a  total  net  increase  during  the 
live-year  jieriod  of  2,831,  or  24  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  aids  to 
navigation  maintained  over  the  cori'esponding  nimiber  in  1910,  while 
the  total  general  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  service  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  1916  are  about  $307,000  less  tlian  those  for  the 
fiscal  year  1911.  During  the  five  years  the  niunber  of  gas  buoys  has 
been  increased  from  225  to  479,  the  number  of  oil-vapor  installations 
at  li^ht  stations  from  80  to  280,  fixed  lights  have  been  cltanged  to 
Hashing  or  occulting  lights  at  1C9  stations,  the  total  number  of  fog 
signals,  including  sounding  buoys,  has  been  increased  fi'oni  844  to 
1.044,  and  the  number  of  lights  in  Alaska  from  37  to  112. 

The  United  States  Lighthouse  Service  maintains  aids  to  navigation 
on  all  coasts  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  except  the 
Philippine  Islands  and  Panama,  and  also  on  the  principal  interior 
rivers.  This  service  is  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  aids  to  navi- 
gation along  47,192  statute  miles  of  coast  line  and  river  channel.  On 
June  30,  1915,  there  were  5,792  persons  employed  in  the  Lighthouse 
Service,  including  123  technical  force,  145  clerical  force,  and  5,524 
employees  connected  with  dcpotn,  liglithouses,  and  vessels. 

During  the  fii-cal  year  there  was  a  net  increase  of  3ri0  in  the  total 
number  of  aids  maintained,  the  total  at  tlie  end  of  [.he  year  Ijeing 
14,544.  Of  these  5,155  are  lights  of  all  classes  and  577  are  fog  sig- 
nals. The  total  number  of  aids  in  Alaska,  comprising  lights,  fog 
signals,  buoys,  and  daymarks,  in  commission  at  the  close  of  tlie  fiscal 
year  was  338,  including  112  lights. 

Improvements  in  aids  to  navigation  have  been  made  during  the 
year  as  follows:  Flashing  or  occulting  lights  were  installed  in  jilace 
of  fixed  lights  at  29  stations;  incandescent  oil-vapor  lights  were  sub- 
stituted for  oil-wick  lamps  at  21  stations;  acetylene  or  oil  gas  lights 
were  substituted  for  oil  lights  at  27  stations.  Two  new  light  vessels 
were  completed  during  tlie  year.  New  lighthouses,  with  fog  signals, 
were  established  at  Brandywine  Shoal,  Delaware  Bay,  Del.,  and 
Thimble  Shoal,  Chesapeake  Bay,  Va.  It  is  believed  that  the  sys- 
tematic methods  of  improvement  and  the  use  of  modern  apparatus 
in  increasing  the  number  and  brilliancy  of  aids  have  been  of  value 
to  the  safety  of  commerce. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  the  improvement  of  various  types  of 
apparatus  and  eq^uipment.  Experiments  were  made  with  temporary 
gas  lights  for  wmter  use  at  certain  isolated  stations  on  the  Great 
Lakes  with  good  results.  Kadio  appai-atus  was  ordered  for  five  light- 
house tenders.  Line-throwing  guns  have  been  installed  at  several 
Alaska  Stations,  to  facilitate  landing  through  the  surf. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1915  services  in  saving  life  ond  property 
were  rendered  and  acts  of  heroism  performed  by  employees  of  the 
Lighthouse  Service  on  143  occasions. 
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AHEBICAN  TBADE  BY  COimTBIES  FOS  OCTOBEK. 

Figures  showing  the  total  values  of  merchandise  imported  from 
and  exported  to  each  of  the  principal  countries  during  October  and 

Uie  10  months  ended  with  October,  1915,  compared  with  correspond- 
ing periods  of  tlie  preceding  year  have  been  made  public  by  the 
Bureau  of  F()rei«:ii  and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  as  follows : 


Oiand  dlrbkiR  and  eountrj. 


Ifoothot  Oetobai^ 


1S16 


Ten  months  ended  with 
October— 


lOU 


1014 


mroBTs  noit— 


Onnd  divisions: 

Europe  

North  Anie''ica. 
South  America. 

Asia  

Oceania  

Atrica  


Total 


Principal  countries: 

A  ustriB-H  ungar;  

Belphim  

France  

Oermany  , 

Italy  

Netherland*  

Norway  , 

Russia  In  Europe  

Spain  ■.. 

Sweden  

,  Swltterland  

ITnKed  Kingdom  

Canada  

MmIco  

Cuha  

Argentina  

■  Broill  

Chile  

China  

Brillata  East  Indies  

Japan   

Australia  and  New  Zc^and . 

PtaiUppine  Islands  

Egypt  


EXP0BT9  TO. 


EuroM  

North  America. 
South  Amerios. 

Adla  

Oceania  

Africa  


Total. 


Frlnclpal  countries: 
Austria-Hungary.. 

Belgium  

Deniiiark  

France  

Germany  

Greece  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

ItiHfiia  In  Europe. 

Spain  

Sweden  

I'niied  Kingdom.. 

Coiiada  

rnilral  America... 

Mexico  

Cuba   , 

Argentina  

BratU  


U3,gS3,C30 
38,fl72,«IO 
80,3-J4,717 

4,829,73s 
2,047,931 


S67,«91,2&6- 
33,746,149 
S0,S«7,0S8 
20,22tt,R7S 
£,024,963 
790,  UO 


S430,I73,3H 
433,fiS4,&'4 
2S9,(30,S57 
244,957,472 

49,404,88!) 

27,000,091 


IB79,O0T,ni 

364,(He.an 
is3,sas,na 

33O,411,SS0 
43,3Sa,817 
I6,739.fta 


149,172,720 


179,506 
181,703 
«, 981. 488 
3,703,405 
3,3M,2» 
1,870,  U7 
£73,196 
42,003 
1,910,331 
1,144.437 
1.41'i,»7 
23.2S'J,  109 
:^2.(X«,41S 
S. 7 13, 746 

H.  2^tj..l06 
7.1-0.381 

14,U70,ai 

I,  624,029 
3,S4>),433 
4.212,706 

11. -1-11. 188 
3,:i.(J.i>&4 
1,202,  £67 
«8,»4 


231, MO,  102 
fie.  ^,055 
13,130.614 
15,GS0,BI9 
6,046, £44 
3.734.347 


328,030,281 


1.024 

1,685,358 

4.458,783 
32, 553,  MS 
2,  £00 

3,530,239 
38,472.458 
10,107.775 

4,793,404 
11,283  013 

s.fsT.noo 

6.377.788 
111.534.407 
3S,29S.53Q 
3,127.950 
3,071.663 
0,059.278 
4.827.491 
3,604,861 


138,080,530 


1,451, 967,  GIA 


1,M8,1S2,3M 


883.534 
068,719 
7,S02.719 
6,168,068 
6, 037. 310 
2,fttt,4S0 
1,783,861 
M,fiS3 
a,56S.S12 
1,2B2,0«6 
1,688.3)7 
26.057,5M 
15,288,561 
6,967.001 
7,801,QS» 
6,870,m 
8,886,964 
3,338,180 
3,003,107 
3,379,US 

9.0H,«1 

a,o<Obae 

819,343 


130,414,648 
38,566,006 
6,743, 105 
8,706,076 
7,442.336 
3.74S.909 


4.S4r>.  154 
2,082.733 
50.105.343 

40,972.088 
41.K2.^.a87 
21,s:«),S43 

i,.i7-j  m 

j:i,s:\>,itt7 
U.6-'()  (KB 
15.4:.lj,:'35 
»>4,8a2.ti07 
140.03M01 
73,518.240 
177,063.  MO 
76.315.321 
93,410,(160 
31.996,841 
41.758,813 
Sl,7t0.306 
85.215,833 
28,103,684 
10.668, 376 
W,aB,81« 


13.2$4,aai 
20.758  028 
•0. 000.064 

12>,T88.2» 
4S.27X.t09 
12,486.558 
9,830.090 
12.288,650 
18,083. 171 
0.190.«e 
17,»6,4n 

261.806.  «n 

136.608.631 
73,780.383 

13S.0BS.5flS 
60.040,088 
77. 073.  MS 
20. 296, 002 
S1.182.4!i3 
68.(B7.S38 
80.328.199 
31,853.068 
X.  332.373 
13.656,00 


a.  077, 760, 970 
443,522,892 
116,665.220 
115,854.029 
77.587.020 
29.125.308 


194.711,170 


2.860,515,448  |  1.602.113.150 


446. 

7.081. 
17,037. 
17, 
6G4. 
11.110. 

3,976, 

4.134, 

3,030. 

2,422. 

5.830. 
72.034. 
23.586, 

2,713 

3,001. 

6,937. 

1.605. 

1,363, 


3«, 


1,004,314,107 
412.  HW.  150 
80. 435.  SB 
77.643.188 
64. 852.  no 
22,(00,197 


18. 
62. 

401, 
II, 
23. 

222. 

128, 
37. 
84. 
35, 
73, 

061. 

276 
39 
33. 
72, 
42 


104.. '2S 
068.048 
7M.-.04 
784  756 
787.807 
067.280 
1£6,363 
846.410 
334,783 
617, 4>0 
062.569 
840  438 
383.613 
3M.&28 
e6,T33 
SD4.795 
482.054 
785.957 


13.700.405 

33.890.  OSS 
20.803. 511 
lll.«S3.;8S 
156. 058.  SIS 

s.im  050 

54.737.758 
81.221.917 
12.817.479 
21.113,5*7 
30.588,435 
15.50S.01S 
446.317.044 
368.7S6.833 
SL1SI.S80 
X7.S77.6U 
I  £e.4S2.1?e 
24.»0,SS0 
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onuia  cuTisioii  ana  coon  try* 

Iftmtb  October— 

Ten  months  ended  wltb 
Oolober— 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

Frinclpa)  couotries— Ctmtlnued. 

Chile  

SI, 360. ICR 

»13.f01.73l 

«12.fai,550 

I,r07.0l9 

gC4,414 

17.047.543 

18.3fla.797 

Brltisb  East  Indies  

1,0149,323 

1,3!!«.434 

12,-I75.1BK 

8.345.  SU 

4.323,674 

30.331.482 

32.101.793 

7.nO,).«71 

49. ItO 

29. 835. 7f  2 

I.I09.nU2 

5.0«,04'J 

5,527. 9r4 

S3. 444. 923 

44.251.243 

1.779,573 

1.662.877 

23, 232.^44 

19.457.63)1 

3,639,674 

1,4  W,  787 

19,724,969 

13,373,5m 

UNFABAIXELED  TOADS  BECOKD. 

A  total  trade  of  a  half  billion  dollars  in  the  month  and  of  five 
billion  dollars  in  the  year,  with  exports  comprising  two-thirds  of  the 
whole,  is  the  unparalleled  record  of  American  commerce  in  November 
and  the  12  months  ending  with  November.  Figures  made  public 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of 
Commerce,  show  that  November  imports  were  valued  at  $104,:>  10,109, 
as  against  $126,467,002  in  November,  1914,  and  that  they  exceeded  by 
$11,000,000  the  former  November  record  made  in  l'!>12.  Twelve 
months*  imports  to  November  30,  1915,  aggregated  $1,730,243,220,  as 
compared  with  $1,858,045,027  in  the  preceding  year. 

November  exports  broke  all  prior  records.  Last  month's  total  was 
$331,144,527,  as  against  $328,030,281  in  October,  1915.  also  a>ecord. 
One  year  ago  November  exports  aggregated  $205,878,333,  and  in  1912 
tlio  former  record.  $278,244,191.  Twelve  months'  exports  rose  to  the 
new  level  of  $3,437,292,533,  as  against  $:3,101,187,I20  a  year  earlier, 
and  $2,501,138,471  two  years  ago. 

The  export  balance  for  November  was  $166,825,358,  as  compared 
with  $79,411,271  for  November,  1914;  and  for  the  twelve  montlis 
ending  with  November  last,  $1,707,019,304,  as  against  $242,542,093 
one  year  ago  and  $738,472,118  two  years  ago. 

Duty-free  imports  comprised  68.3  per  cent  of  the  November  im- 
ports, compared  with  02.1  per  cent  for  November,  1914. 

Gold  imports  durin"  November,  1915,  amounted  to  $60,981,540,  as 
against  $7,391,729  in  November,  1914.  Twelve  months'  imports  of 
gold  aggregated  $410,650,976,  as  compared  with  $38,352,035  in  the 
preceding  year.  November  exports  of  gold  were  valued  at  $3,061,153, 
as  against  $14,526,482  in  November,  1914;  while  for  12  montha 
ending  with  November  the  total  was  $10,667,557,  as  compared  with 
$233,057,825  in  the  preceding  year.  Instead  of  a  net  outward  gold 
movement  of  $174,705,790,  as  in  the  12  months  ending  with  Novem- 
ber, 1914,  the  year  just  ended  shows  a  net  inward  gold  movement  of 
$390,983,419. 

Lilt  of  Rice  ^pnrtera  in  PortngaL 

American  Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrie,  at  Lisbon,  Portugal, 
transmitted  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  a  list 
of  importers  of  rice  in  Lisbon  and  Oporto.  A  copy  of  this  list  may 
be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  or  one  of  its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file 
No.  70185. 
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KOHACO  OFFERS  BELIEF  FOB  CONGESTED  FOBTS. 

[Office  of  Commercial  Attnefa«,  Paris,  France,  Not.  18.] 

En^lisI)  merchants  here  recently  reported  that  some  shippers  in 
tlieir  country  were  using  the  port  of  Monaco  for  the  reception  of 
goods  destined  to  southern  France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy,  to  avoid 
the  congestion  existing  at  Marseille  and  Genoa.  The  British  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  in  Paris  confirmed  the  report,  stating  that  some 
members  were  usin^  Monaco  to  advantage;  that  expensive  harbor 
dues  were  thus  avoided;  that  unloading  charges  were  most  reaaoo.- 
able;  and  that  there  was  no  congestion  there.  The  general  agrait 
of  Adams  Express  Co.  in  Paris  furnished  a  letter  from  the  com- 
pany's agent  in  Monaco  on  this  subject.   This  letter,  translated,  is: 

The  port  of  Monaco  Is  open  to  oil  International  commerce,  receiving  at  the 
quay  ships  of  7  meters  (22.97  feet)  draft  of  water.  Also  this  harbor  can  receive 
sbips  drawing  6)  meters,  which,  however,  must  lighten  themselves  at  amne 
distance  from  the  quay  by  discharging  a  part  of  their  cargo  Into  lighters,  after^ 
wards  approaching  and  discharging  at  the  qnay.  Just  at  present  there  are  no 
discharging  cranes  on  the  qnay,  but  plans  are  t>eing  made  to  have  such  cranes 
In  the  near  future.  Now  the  discharging  Is  effected  by  windlasses  on  board  tlie 
ship  and  by  the  stout  backs  of  wOTknien,  and  discharge  is  about  at  tbe  rate  of 
2S0  tons  per  day.  It  Is  also  possible  to  rent  from  the  port  authorities  for  100 
Cranes  ($19.30)  per  day  a  movable  crane  which  can  lift  40  tims,  but  thra«  to 
no  absolute  ansurance  that  this  crone  can  be  bad  on  a  particular  day  or  fmf 
a  particular  rate. 

There  is  along  the  quay  one  railway  line  which  connects  with  the  main  liam 
of  railway  of  the  district.  Port  pilotage  is  not  obligatory,  but  the  anthoritles 
furnish  a  pilot  ond  the  necessary  workmen  for  mooring  purposes  nt  a  very 
reasonable  char^,  maximum  200  francs.  There  are  no  port  dues:  Water  Is 
abundant,  of  good  quality,  and  costs  1}  francs  per  ton. 

As  to  customs  duties,  these  are  In  the  charge  of  the  French  Governmeat,  and 
all  the  rules  of  the  French  customs  apply  to  Monaco.  Sanitary  diai^es,  com- 
pletely distinct  from  pilotage  charges,  are  0.15  francs  (15  centimes)  per  ton 
of  vessel  measurement. 

The  letter  from  the  Adams  Express  Co.  agent  in  Monaco  closes  wittt 
the  statement :  "  Please  take  note  that  I  am  at  your  complete  disposi- 
tion for  caring  for  all  formalities  in  case  of  shipments  to  this  port; 
m  fact,  if  shipments  are  consigned  to  me,  I  will  see  to  it  that  careful 
and  prompt  attention  will  be  given  to  all  deliveries  or  further  for- 
war<Eng.*^ 

The  American  consul  general  in  Marseille  was  asked  for  some  in- 
formation on  this  matter,  and  he  has  transmitted  the  opinion  of  a 
steamship  company  official  in  Marseille,  to  the  effect  that  port  facili- 
ties in  Monaco  are  rather  limited,  and  that  there  are  no  sheds  for 
storage  purposes  on  the  quajjrs.  Perhaps,  however,  the  matter  of  using 
Monaco  can  be  taken  up  with  shippers  and  shipowners,  and  the  port 
be  used  for  the  reception  of  some  of  the  freight  being  sent  now  to 
very  congested  harbors  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

BimEAV  STUDIES  f  APEB-FLANT  HtOBLEUS. 

Numerous  paper  plants  in  the  Middle  West  and  the  East,  including 
the  vicinity  of  Montreal,  have  been  visited  recently  by  a  representa- 
tive of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  with  the  purpose  of 
getting  in  close  touch  with  the  manufacturing  phases  oi  the  paper 
industry.  The  bureau's  work  on  paper  can  be  planned  and  earned 
out  with  a  clearer  comprehension  of  plant  problems  as  a  result  of 
this  tour. 
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■  THE  TOBBENS  LAND  STSTEH  IN  CANADA. 

[Conflnl  Samuel  C.  neat,  Cnlgary,  Alberta,  Oct.  30.] 

The  system  of  land  registration  in  effect  in  the  Province  of  Alberta 
is  known  as  the  Torrens  sjstem.  It  has  been  in  use  in  several  of  the 
States  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  for  about  GO  years.  The 
chief  object  of  the  system  is  the  registration  of  transactions  relating 
to  interests  in  land  under  Government  authority  and  with  Govern^ 
ment  certificates  of  ownership  and  title.  Registration  districts  are 
established,  with  a  land-titles  office  for  each.  A  registrar  is  ap- 
pointed for  each  district,  with  as  many  assistant  registrai's,  land 
surveyors,  and  clerks  as  may  be  necessary. 

One  ^f  the  important  features  of  the  system  is  an  indemnity  fund 
to  compensate  any  person  who  may  suffer  loss  by  the  operation  of  the 
act  m  the  registration  offices.  The  statute  prescribes  ^ort  forms  for 
all  documents  used  in  transactions  that  concern  interests  in  land  and 
that  take  effect  only  upon  registration.  The  documents  must  bo 
in  statutory  form.  A  certificate  of  ownership  is  issued  by  the  reg- 
istrar, and  a  duplicate  thereof  is  delivered  to  the  owner,  the  dupli- 
cate certificate  of  title  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  ownership.  The 
duplica'%  certificate  of  title  must  be  presented  to  and  lodged  with 
the  re^strar  when  a  mortgage  is  registered  against  the  land.  Gren- 
erally  speaking,  the  duplicate  certificate  of  title  must  be  presented 
to  the  registrar  upon  the  registration  of  any  document  affecting  the 
land.  A  memorandum  of  every  registered  document  is  noted  on  the 
certificate  of  title  and  on  the  duplicate. 

When  the  Land  Chancres  Hands — ^Tariff  of  Fees. 

When  an  owner  disposes  of  his  interest  in  the  land  the  certificate 
of  title  and  his  duplicate  are  canceled.  The  owner  surrenders  his 
duplicate,  and  u  new  certificate  and  duplicate  are  issued  in  the  name 
of  the  new  owner.  These  bear  only  such  memoranda  of  registered 
instrumentb  as  have  not  been  discharged.  They  are  therefore  issued 
subject  only  to  such  documents  as  remain  against  the  land  at  the 
time  of  the  change  of  ownership.  Upon  the  change  of  ownership  a 
payment  is  made  to  the  indemnity  fund  previously  referred  to.  The 
payment  to  the  indemnity  fund  (or  the  "assurance  fund,"  as  it  is 
called  in  the  act)  is  made  only  upon  the  increase  in  value  of  the 
land  since  the  issue  of  the  last  certificate  of  title  and  duplicate.  An 
affidavit  of  value  must  accompany  the  document  by  which  the  land 
is  conveyed.  The  registrar,  for  a  small  fee,  must  furnish  any  per- 
son wltli  an  abstract  of  title  of  any  parcel  of  land. 

The  tariff  of  fees  under  the  Land  Titles  Act  varies,  but  the  princi- 
pal fees  are:  For  registering  a  transfer  and  issuing  a  certificate  of 
title  thereon  and  duplicate  thereof,  and  including  fees  for  memo- 
randa, searclies,  and  inspections,  $3  where  value  of  property  does 
not  exceed  $500  and  $4  where  value  of  property  is  over  $500;  for 
registering  or  filing  any  lease,  mortgage,  incumbrance,  etc.,  $1.50; 
for  filing  caveat  and  preparing  and  mailing  notices  in  connection 
therewith,  $2;  for  registration  of  each  plan  of  subdivision,  exclusive 
of  extra  certificates  of  title,  $10;  for  certificate  of  title  on  a  trans- 
mission, including  fees  for  duplicate  thereof  and  for  registration,  $5. 
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ncpoBTs  OF  CEirarT  um  sovthebh  umu. 

U'onHul  Lndcn  UcmtnlDgcr,  Hadnti,  Oct.  27.J 

The  imports  of  cement  into  Mtidras  Presidency  diirinf^  tl»o  six 
months  from  April  1,  1015.  to  September  30,  1015,  inclusive,  were 
3-28.43'2  hundredweijrht  of  11*2  pounds,  valued  at  $;i30.130.  During 
the  entire  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1015,  the  imports  were  334.441 
hundredweiglit,  valued  at  $287,402;  in  1013-U  the  quantity  imi>orted 
was  347,081  hundredweight,  vahied  at  $280,007. 

Thus  the  purchases  of  cement  from  abroad  Iiave  been  heavy  in 
recent  months  and  values  particidarly  have  inci-eased.  The  United 
Kingdom  is  the  principal  Hource  of  supi>ly,  but  Denmark* and  Japan 
have  been  developing  trade  in  this  region,  the  amount  sent  by  them 
now  being  more  than  was  formerly  supplied  by  Germany,  Austria- 
Hungary,  and  Belgium.  Japanese  and  Danish  brands  of  cement 
underquote  English  brands  in  the  local  market.  The  customs  returns 
credit  to  the  United  States  a  very  small  amount  of  the  cement  im- 
porte<lf  but  possibly  some  American  cement  is  included  in  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Import  Fibres  Showing  Changes  In  Conntrlet  of  Origin. 

Tlie  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  cement  into  southern 
India,  by  countries,  for  the  year  ended  Mni-eh  31,  1915,  and  the  six 
montlis  ended  September  30,  1915: 


Conntries. 

1B14  lo 

Apr.l'Sept.aO.mS. 

CwL 
S.4lj 

t'olur. 
«].173 
4,4CO 

C«t. 

Valet. 

400 
fc37 

im 

519 

SK4 

2, 70S 
649 

434 

17, 100 
2,015 
3S7 

33. 192 
1.757 
3,013 

11, M3 
1,675 
1,^ 
8,927 

1.(93 
2.4S3 
9,9.? 

\.*m 
Km 

301,  til 

lialy   

ITS 

174 

2M,100 
3 

296,513 
23 

384, 4M 

287,  «>«  1  S»,359 

362,101 

Frlce  of  Cement  Is  Madras. 

Cement  is  much  used  in  southern  India  for  construction  purposes 
in  various  harbor  and  railroad  enterprises,  and  also  as  material  for 
buildings-  Some  enterprises  liave  been  affected  b^  the  war,  but 
building  in  which  cement  is  employed  is  proceeding  m  various  cities. 
There  is  a  Portland-cement  factory  of  some  importance  at  Madras 
that  manufactures  Portland  cement  according  to  the  British  standard 
requirements.  It  is  tlie  only  establishment  of  its  kind  in  southern 
India. 

The  prices  for  cement  on  October  15, 1915,  as  quoted  by  the  Madras 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  ranged  from  $3.56  to  $4.05  per  br.iTel  for 
English  brands;  Japanese  and  Danish  cement  was  $3.24  per  barrel. 

[A  list  of  cement  importers  In  southern  India  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  t'orelgn  and  Uoniestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  00657.] 
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■  WHEAT  ASSn  COUN  IN  SPAIN. 

[CoDBul  ttobertson  Houcr,  Madrid,  Nov,  1.] 

Madrid  newspapers  of  the  papt  week  liave  commented  on  the  short- 
en of  visible  wheat  in  the  grain  markets  of  Spain  and  call  attention 
to  the  recent  rise  in  the  price,  as  follows:  In  market  of  Kioseco,  from 
332.40  to  335.30  pesetas;  in  Barcelona,  from  378.r)0  to  382.50  pesetas; 
in  Medina  del  Campo,  from  335.80  to  341.10  pesetas;  in  Valladolid, 
from  342.50  to  340.90  pesetas. 

These  quotations  ai%  on  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds;  the  peseta 
at  to-day  s  quotation  is  about  19.2  cents.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  in 
dealing  with  the  farmers  the  iinit  usually  employed  is  the  fanega, 
which  is  the  equivalent  of  about  1.57  bushels.  In  the  open  market, 
however,  the  metric  unit  prevails. 

[Reports  concerning  a  rednctlon  of  iluty  on  wheat  and  flour  in  Spain  and  a 
subsequent  decision  to  admit  free  200.000  metric  tons  of  wlieat  were  pobUsbed 
iQ  CouuERCE  ItEPOBTS  for  NoT.  8  aud  Dec.  9,  1915.] 

[Ccmsul  General  Carl  Ballejr  Hatst,  Bamlomi,  Kor.  4.] 

SpABlsh  Imports  of  Wheat  and  Cora. 

Official  statistics  published  in  the  Gaceta  de  Madrid,  the  official 
organ  of  the  Spanisn  Government,  show  that  11,281  metric  tons  of 
wheat,  of  2,204.6  pounds  each,  were  imported  into  Spain  during  the 
month  of  September  last.  All  of  this  came  from  the  United  States 
5,628  tons  bemg  unloaded  at  Barcelona.  Of  corn,  26,745  tons  were 
imported  during  September,  of  which  10,190  tons  were  received  at 
Barcelona.  Nearly  all  the  com  was  of  South  American  origin. 
Barley,  rye,  and  oats  were  not  imported. 


AKESICAK  COHSTTtAR  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  07  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Num. 

Pwt. 

Expfra- 
tlooof 
veow. 

Addnn. 

H»iurd.  Lester  

Took,  WUtysR  

SBinmoas,  Thomas  

Chftmberlaln,  George  A  

Canadft,  William  W  

Donald,  George  K  

S&o  Paulo,  Biadl 

AmoT,  China  

Tslngtaii,  China  

Fon  Eri'.,  Canada  

Buenos  Aim,  Aisdd- 
lina. 

Lourenco  Mar  q  u  e  s. 

Portuguese  East 

Africa. 
Vera  Cruz,  Moxloo  

Mamoalbo,  VeneEoela. 

Dec.  31 
...do.... 
Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  31 

Doc.  31 

Jan.  5 
Dec.  31 

Feb.  1 
Jan.  b 

Feb.  17 

Department  of  State,  WadilBgUHi,  D.  a 

Do, 
Do. 
I* WPS,  Del. 

Bin-eaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Room  409,  CnstonOioiis*. 
Newyork,N.Y. 
Do. 

Lotus  aub,  110  West  7tfty4ev«Dtli 
Street,  New  York  Cltjr. 

Wlnchfster,  Ind. 

2607  Eleventh  Street  NW.,  WwtitB^ 

ton,  D.  C. 
153  Cbuich  Street,  UobOe,  Ala. 

•  The  tour  of  American  cities  by  Consal  General  Thomne  Snmmons.  of  ShaoRbat,  Inclndet 
Rochester.  Albnny,  Cannjolierle.  Now  Vorh.  Detroit,  Chlcnso.  Scntllc.  ToGomo,  Portland, 
and  Ban  PraDdaco,  convlndlOK  at  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  1916.  Ue  will  confer  wltb  bual- 
Be»  men  at  these  places  wbo  are  Interested  Id  trade  In  Cbina. 
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THE  DAIRY  INDUSTET  OF  NATAI. 

[i'oDMtil  William  W.  Miiittor»on,  Durban,  Nntnl,  Vulon  of  Boatli  Africa,  Oct.  23-1 

The  profits  in  dairying  in  the  Durban  district  were  well  illustrated 

xecentlv  in  the  annual  report  of  a  Natal  creninery  company,  in  which 
the  following  encouraging  figures  were  submitted.  The  balance  slieet 
showed  a  turnover  of  $427,879  and  a  gross  profit  of  $48,GC5,  and 
$84,0ti5  was  carried  forward  to  tlie  next  account. 

Stated  in  another  why,  this  company  paid  a  dividend  of  10  jjer 
cent ;  in  addition  there  was  a  surplus  of  earnings  on  band  sufficient 
to  dii^tribute  a  bonus  of  3  per  cent  to  farmers  and  others  from  whonj 
the  company  purchases  its  supplies  of  milk  and  cream,  as  well  as 
awarding  the  staff  a  bonus  of  10  per  cent  on  their  salaries  and  wages. 
This  creamery  company  is  not  the  largest  tiiat  is  doing  business  m 
Natal,  there  being  one  other  conij)any  exceeding  it  in  output  and 
money  invested,  but  this  conii)anys  annual  report  was  cited  simply 
to  show  what  was  being  done  along  this  line. 

Durban  District  Well  Adapted  for  Dalryliiff. 

A  very  considerable  portion  of  the  Durban  district  is  well  adapted 
to  dairy  farming,  altiiough  until  the  present  the  upland  country  only 
has  been  used  for  that  purpose.  It  is  now  claimed  that  the  coast 
lands  are  even  lietter  adapted  to  grazing,  as  tliei'C  is  much  more 
moistuTO  and  the  grafting  season  will  naturally  extend  that  much 
longer.  In  seasons  of  normal  rainfall  cattle  thrive  on  the  open  veld 
for  eight  months  and  sometimes  nine  months  of  the  year,  while  in 
some  places  iriigiition  is  being  employed  to  enable  farmers  to  grow 
forage  props  for  winter  use.  The  principal  crops  grown  for  feeding 
dairy  cattle  are  mealies  (Indian  corn),  alfalfa  to  some  extent,  oats, 
mangolds,  rye,  cowpeas,  and  a  coarse  grass  that  is  cut  for  hay. 
A  small  amount  of  ensilage  is  also  used  by  some  of  the  more  progres- 
sive farmers,  principally  green  coi*n  and  alfalfa. 

In  the  beginning  this  industry  suffered  many  discouragements, 
particularly  in  the  fatal  diseases  among  the  cattle,  but  of  late 
years  such  diseases  have  been  overcome  by  the  general  dipping  of 
cattle.  Droughts,  too,  were  discouraging;  but  with  the  raising  of 
other  crops  for  feeding  and,  more  recently,  the  installation  of  irri- 
gation systems,  the  dairy  industry  has.  been  prospering.  To  the  pres- 
ent European  war  may  be  ascribed  much  or  the  increased  prosperity 
among  Natal  daii'ymen,  for  supplies  of  cheese  and  butter  from  Eu- 
rope have  been  about  cut  off  and  the  people  forced  to  patronize  home 
industries.  Indications  are  that  the  domestic  industry  will  shortly 
be  so  well  csttiblisbod  that  it  Avill  be  almost  impossible  for  European 
butter  and  cheese  ever  to  recover  their  lost  market  in  South  Africa. 

Gorerameatal  Eneoara^ment — Creameries  and  Cheese  Paetorles. 

The  Union  Department  of  Agriculture  has  established  a  dairying 
division,  consisting  of  a  superintendent  of  dairying,  one  senior  in- 
spector, one  junior  inspector,  and  four  instructors.  A  dairy  inspector 
is  assigned  to  each  of  the  four  Provinc?s,  whose  duty  it  is  to  go  among 
tlie  farmers  and  instruct  them  in  the  most  approved  ideas  of  dairying. 
They  also  give  lectures  at  convenient  centers  and  at  agricultural 
shows  on  all  points  connected  with  butter  and  cheese  raakuig  as  wdl 
as  on  milk  and  cream  testing. 
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The  establishment  of  creameries  and  cheese  factories  has  been  a 
wonderful  stimulus  to  the  cattle-raising  and  dairying  industries. 
In  1913  (tlie  latest  year  for  which  returns  are  available)  there  were 
42  creameries  in  operation  in  the  Union,  21  being  run  as  busing 
properties  for  investment  and  21  being  on  the  cooi)erative  plan;  and 
in  the  same  year  there  were  reported  41  cheet-e  factories,  the  most 
of  which  were  small  concerns.  Twelve  of  the  cooperative  creameries 
received  grants  from  public  funds  to  assi^  in  their  establishment, 
the  money  so  advanced  to  be  returned  in  installments  carrying  a  low 
rate  of  interest, 
frodnetion  and  Exports. 

In  1911  there  were  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  5,797,000  cattle,  of 
which  number  1,900,230  were  dair^  cows.  A  census  of  cattle  taken 
this  year  would  show  a  marvelous  increase  over  the  1911  figures,  par- 
ticularly as  to  dairy  cows. 

South  Africans  production  of  butter  and  cheese  in  1913  (latest  re- 
turns available)  was  as  follows,  in  pounds:  Butter — by  creameries, 
7,669,748;  by  farmers,  sold  on  the  market,  2,237,219;  by  farmers,  sold 
to  merchants,  844,778;  total,  10,741,745;  cheese  produced  by  factories, 
public  and  private,  520,849.  In  that  year  there  were  397,106  pounds 
of  butter  and  27^299  pounds  of  cheese  exported  from  the  Union. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  Natal's  share  m  any  of  the  above  figures. 
In  cheese  making  Cape  Province  probably  leads,  but  in  butter  making 
Natal  is  likely  abreast  of  the  Cape,  and  these  two  far  outrank  the 
other  Provinces  of  the  Union, 


DISTBICT  OFFIC£  OF  BTTBEAIT  MBS  SHIFFEBS. 

As  a  result  of  the  large  amoimt  of  work  that  has  been  done  by  the 
St  Louis  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  in  explaining  the  details  of  the  new  shippera'  export 
declaration,  a  letter  has  been  received  by  Commercial  Agent  George 
W.  Doonan,  in  charge  of  that  office,  from  P.  W.  Coyle,  traffic  commis- 
sioner of  the  Business  Men^s  League  of  St.  Louis,  stating  that  the  co* 
operation  of  the  bureau  has  assisted  the  league  in  satisfying  its 
members  as  to  the  reasonableness  and  importance  of  complying  with 
the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department  regarding  the  export 
declaration.  This  is  cited  by  the  commissioner  as  further  evidence  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  bureau  and  its  value  to  the  shipping  community. 


IffADRTD  EXFECTS  HEW  LINE  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[CODsal  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Spain,  Not.  8.] 

The  press  of  Madrid  for  the  past  three  or  four  weeks  has  been 
printing,  as  news,  statements  that  a  Spanish  company  is  contemplat- 
ing the  installation  of  a  passenger  and  fast-freight  line  between  Vigo 
and  New  York.  Some  of  the  articles  go  much  further  than  that  and 
enter  into  details  as  if  the  service  were  an  assured  fact.  Many  in- 
quiries have  been  made  at  this  consulate,  not  only  by  Spanish  citizens 
but  also  b^  officials  of  the  Spanish  Government  The  form  of  these 
inquiries  indicates  the  existence  of  a  belief  that  such  a  line  is  to  be 
established,  but  that  it  is  to  be  an  American  line,  and  not  Spanish. 
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UABKET  FOB  SVOAB  HAOHXHSBY  IH  HONDlTBAa 

^lany  farmers  in  Honduras  raise  sugar  cane,  but  tliciv  are  only 
two  <ir  three  small  mills  that  are  run  by  steam  and  none  that  treat 
cane  not  produced  on  their  own  plantations.  "  Panels,"  a  dark-brown 
nnrefineif  su^jar.  is  the  sugar  in  common  use;  it  is  made  from  cane 
ti-eated  in  wooden  "  trapiches,"  and  the  crudest  methods  are  employed. 

Occasional  mills  and  kettles  ai'e  pm^pliased  thi-ough  the  loc-al  hard- 
ware dealei-s,  bnt  l>eoaiise  of  excessive  freight  charges  and  cu^ms 
duties,  together  with  what  seems  to  be  an  undue  percentage  of  profit 
for  the  merchant,  the  pri<«  of  even  a  very  modest  equipment  is  exces- 
sive. Lacking  also  the  mechanical  training  or  ability,  the  planter 
usually  installs  such  an  outfit  in  a  manner  the  reverse  of  the  proper 
way ;  the  crusher  is  often  found  down  near  tlie  bed -of  a  creek  and  the 
kettles  on  higher  sround. 

This  considate  uas  recently  received  a  niunber  of  very  complete 
catalogues  of  sugar  machinery  and  plantation  accessories  printed  in 
the  Spanisli  language;  these  are  probably  too  elaborate  and  exjien- 
sive  to  distribute  indiscrimiiuitely.  There  is  need  of  a  modest  cata- 
logue or  circular  in  Spanish,  especially  for  small  sugar  plants, 
showing  prices  f.  o.  b.  steamer,  and  giving  simple  sketches  or  plans 
for  the  j>roper  installation  of  such  plants,  together  with  some  simplf 
suggestions  and  instructions  for  the  manufacture  of  raw  sugar  and 
sirups.  Such  a  catalogue  could  be  sent  direct  to  the  small  planter 
and  would  surely  be  received  with  groat  interest  by  the  average 
farmer  in  Honduras.  Its  efficiency  would  not  be  confined  to  Hon- 
duras only,  but  it  would  l>e  applicable  to  all  Central  America  ami 
parts  of  South  America. 

Lack  of  Xeohaaleal  Ability. 

The  people  of  Honduras,  especially  away  from  the  larger  towns, 
are  very  deficient  in  mechanical  ability.  It  is  necessary  to  submit 
plans  for  installing  the  simplest  machine.  Many  plants  have  been 
bought  in  the  case  of  which  the  buyer  has  failed  entirely  in  assem- 
bling them;  rather  than  ackno^vledge  his  inability,  the  owner  per- 
mits the  machinery  to  rust  until  some  foreign  mechanic  happens 
along  to  explain  how  to  install  it. 

There  is  submitted  with  this  report  a  list  of  planters  in  the  Tegti- 
cigalpa  consular  district  who  have  under  cultivation  10  acres  each 
or  more  of  sugar  cane.  Those  having  more  than  25  acres  are  also 
indicated.  [This  list  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  F'oreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  61e  No. 
.57497.]  If  makers  of  sugar  machinery  will  address  a  personal 
letter  with  catalogue  to  each  of  the  names  listed  and  will  follow  up 
these  letters  with  others,  endeavoring  to  give  a  personal  tone  to  thcni, 
business  relations  will  imdoubtodly  be  established. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Koom  409  Vnlted  States  Customlioase;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Cnstomhouse;  Chie^o,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonii/40S  Third 
Kational  Bank  Bntldlng;  Atlanta.  521  Post  Offlee  Bnllding;  Hew  Orleans,  IttO 
Hlbernia  Bank  Bnllding;  San  FraneiMO,  806  United  States  Cnstombonse;  SeatUe, 
SS8  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  dlitriot  olBoet:  Cleveland,  Ohamlwr  of  Cm- 
meroe:  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Conmeree;  Xos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Conuneree; 
l>etroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerefc^ 
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PBOPOSALS  FOE  GOVERNMENT  STTPPLIES  AND  CONSTKUCTION. 


[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  olBce.i  namnil,  and  uperllloatlous  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  pointu  where  th"  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  he  m-r- 
formed.  In  ca^es  where  the  time  limit  \a  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tftUderB, 
they  Bhould  neb  to  be  pineed  on  the  malli>ig  lists  of  such  offlces  to  receive  notices  calilug 
for  future  liupplles  or  work  of  a  sliiiUar  nature.l 

Hospital  .ilores,  No.  2848. — Siitlcd  proposals  will  he  rt"oclve<l  Ht  the  oflk-e  of  the 
t'ioUI  Mwlical  Supply  I>erot,  UiWtotl  States  Army,  21  M  Strt>et  NK.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  January  5,  1916,  for  furnishiiiK  ami  delivering  untsweet- 
euo<l  chocolate,  malted  uiilli,  nutmeg,  ox-tnil  und  mock-turtle  soup  in  cans, 
granuhitetl  sugar,  and  C(.\vlon  ten. 

Buoy  atoivela.  No.  2849. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  I-iglitliouse 
lQFq)cctor,  TompkEusvIUe,  N.  Y.,  until  January  4,  1918,  for  furnisliing  and 
dellveriuR  first,  second,  and  third  class  buoy  swivels  for  Fort  McHenry 
range  lights,  Maryland,  and  stock.  Further  Infonnatlon  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  Llghtlionse  Inspector,  Toinp]£lu8\iIle,  N.  Y. 

Conatruction  tcoric,  No.  2850. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Flstieries,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C.  until 
January  18,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  cement  retaining  tanks  and  open 
shed  at  Ix)uisvllle,  Ky.,  fisheries  station.  S|)ecifications,  plans,  and  further 
Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  Fisheries, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Rent  of  Lighthouse  Reservation,  No.  2851. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by 
the  lighthouse  Inspector,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  the  use  of  a  portion  of  light- 
house reservation  at  Charlotte,  N.  Y„  under  revocable  license.  Further  In- 
formation may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  ofltcer. 

Power  houses.  No.  2852. — Sealwl  proposals  will  be  receiveii  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  engineer.  Wheeling  district.  Wheeling,  W.  Vo.,  until  January 
26,  1916,  for  building  flr^roof  power  houses  at  dams  Nos.  16  and  17,  Ohio 
niver.  Additional  IMormatlon  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

CoHstrndion  work.  No.  2853. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
January  28,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  the  Uniteil  States  post  office  at 
Washington,  Iowa.  Drawings  and  speciflcations  may  be  obtained  from  the 
custodian  of  the  site  at  Washington,  or  at  the  office  of  the  Supervising 
Architect. 

Condemned  lif/hthouse  materials.  No.  2854. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  tlie  office  of  the  I^ighthouse  Inspector,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  nntll  January  28, 
1916,  for  the  purchase  of  contlenmed  materials  and  suppllai.  Blank  pro- 
posals and  particulars  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 
Cement,  No.  2855. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Jan- 
uary 17,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  United  States  Peniten- 
tiary, Atlanta,  Gn.,  8.000  barrels  of  Portland  cement.  In  accordance  with 
specifications,  copies  of  whlcii,  together  with  further  information,  may  be 
Imd  on  application  to  the  Washington  office. 
Cedar,  jumper,  or  spruce  loys.  No.  2850. — Senletl  prnpobals  will  be  recelve<l  at 
the  office  of  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furnishing 
ce<lnr,  juniper,  or  spruce  logs  for  spar  buoys.  Further  infonnatlon  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 
Excavating,  etc..  No.  2857. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  ret'pived  at  the  office  of 
the  Unitetl  States  Reclamation  Ser\icc.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  January  18,  191G.  for  the  construction  of  about  9}  miles 
of  the  Peach  Volley  lateral,  Uncompahgre  Valley  project.  In  the  vicinity 
of  Anstin,  Colo.  The  work  Involves  tlie  excavation  of  about  .'>0,200  cubic 
yards  of  moterlal  In  open  cut.  For  particulars  address  the  United  States 
Reclamation  Service,  Montrose,  Colo. ;  Tramway  Building,  Denver,  Colo. ; 
or  AVashington,  D.  C. 
Medical  supplies.  No.  2858. — Seale<l  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army.  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York  City, 
until  December  29.  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  aqua  liydrogenil 
dioxide  bottles;  ether  tins;  chloroform  tins;  white-pine  lumber,  spruce 
lumber;  standard  packing  boxes;  box  shooks;  hand  atomizers;  rubber  hot- 
water  bags;  rubber  Ice  bogs;  rubber  bandages,  elastic  bands;  erasers; 


paints ;  varnishes,  etc. 
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FOBEIOH  TBADE  OFFOBTUKITIES. 

[nrhcre  nddrewMi  nre  omitted  thej  may  he  ohinlned  from  the  BamH  or  Its  diatriet 

ollI«^c-ii.1 

ficaiiiU'im  ntccl  tuhiitfj.  etc..  No.  19615. — An  Ainerirnn  consulnr  officer  in  Ihc  Far 
Kii.sf  reixirts  tliiit  h  comininy  In  his  dlstrirt  (U'slrtf*  to  iinixtrt  s«iiiiK*ss  ste*1 
ttil)ing  of  all  hliuls  niul  tunrp^teii  fllntnent  In  large  quDnlillea 

General  rrpreHentatimi.  No.  19R16. — A  Imsiness  man  In  Snain  Iiifonns  an  Ameri- 
can fonsuliir  ofticf^r  that  lie  ilesirea  to  correspoud  with  inaittifacttirent  rte- 
sirins  to  extent!  their  trade  in  Spanish  niiirketH.  Correspomlence  sliould  be 
in  Hpanish.   No  particular  line  is  lueutioned. 

Autnmobileti,  etc..  No.  39B17. — A  reiwrt  from  an  Auierlcnn  consular  officer  fitates 
that  n  manufnctiireitt'  agent  in  Cubn  bas  a  customer  for  <-heitp  and  infMlM*- 
nte-prleed  motor  cars  and  trucks.  The  Inquirer  states  that  he  also  (lesires 
to  represent  nianufactui'ers  of  raaciiinery  and  supplies  for  sugar  mills. 

Bloiiftea,  jC7-acys,  dr.,  No.  19018. — A  company  in  Chile  Infonus  an  American  con- 
sular officer  tliat  it  desires  to  iiurwrt  all  varieties  of  womens*  ready-made 
iilouses  iu  silli  and  linen,  Jersey  and  sweater  coats  for  women  in  silk.  Imita- 
tion siik,  and  wool ;  reudy-mndo  clothing,  and  dres.s  models  for  the  retail 
trade.  Catalogues  are  not  wauted.   Samples  should  be  sent. 

I'ctwilit,  fountnin  pt'7>s,  etc.,  No.  liXJlO. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France 
reports  that  a  husines.s  man  in  his  district  desires  to  obtain  an  agency  for 
mauufacturcrs  of  i>eufils,  fountain  pens,  Inks,  aud  glue.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  Kiiglish. 

Barbers'  ehairit  and  supi>li(H,  No,  19020. — An  American  consular  officer  iu  Brazil 
reports  that  tiiere  have  Ijeeii  inquiries  for  barbers'  chairs  and  su|>iilies,  and 
request-s  that  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  regarding  terms, 
ability  to  ship,  direct  or  through  an  agent,  etc.,  be  sent  Terms  desired  are 
cash  against  documents  at  port  of  destination.  However,  if  00  days'  sight 
draft  should  be  allowed,  references  will  be  funvartled  through  a  bank. 

Scieiiip  and  hand  knitting  machines.  No.  19C2X. — A  man  In  Itussia  requests  au 
American  consular  officer  to  give  the  name  and  address  of  au  agent  la 
Itussia  or  Sweden  rei)resentlng  American  manufacturers  of  sewing  ma- 
cbines,  both  for  domestic  and  factory  use;  also  baud  knitting  macbin«s. 
Catalogues  and  prices  f.  o.  b.  Russian  ports  for  wholejsnle  purchases,  to- 
getlier  with  weights  and  dimensions  in  Russian,  are  requested.  Corre- 
stK>ndence  may  be  in  Kngllsh.   Iteforence  Is  given. 

Potato  HCCilH,  No.  10(522. — A  report  from  an  American  consulnr  officer  In  India 
states  tluit  a  miin  desjivs  tt»  be  placed  In  conmiunication  with  firms  export- 
ing potato  seeds.  Qiiolalions  fur  1,000  to  2,000  bags  of  iwtato  seeds,  includiug 
freight,  are  ro<piestc<l. 

Dry  yootls,  hosienf,  etc..  No.  1002.'}.— A  company  in  Argentina  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can eoiysulnr  ollicer  tlint  it  desires  to  act  as  agenr,  on  a  commission  basis, 
for  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  dry  goods  in  general,  lukslery,  liazaar 
goods,  chemical  and  pliaruinceuticnl  products,  etc.  Finns  are  requested  to 
send  catalogues,  samiiies,  and  quotations,  llcffereuccs  are  given.  Corre- 
siiondence  should  be  in  Spanisli. 

Cotton  oofiiU,  No.  10024.— A  commission  firm  In  Hrnzil  desires  to  represent  cotton- 
go(Hls  maunfactnres.  Samples  of  tlie  gootis  wanted  may  be  examined  at  the 
Bureau  or  Its  district  ollices.  (Itefer  to  file  No.  700^4.)  Tlie  goods  are 
Intendwl  for  llio  manufacluro  of  shii-ts,  undfrweiu-,  and  other  dress  good& 
Terms  desiretl  nre  120  days'  siglit  draft  from  date  of  shipment,  commission 
10  per  cent  on  total  amount  of  sale.  Bank  references  are  given. 

Wenrinfi  apptircl,  No.  10025. — An  American  consulnr  officer  in  tJie  Netherlands 
reports  that  an  agent  in  tlie  textile  business  deslre-s  to  establish  commercial 
relations  wltli  manufacturers  of  women's  wearing  apparel,  such  as  Imts 
waists,  collars,  hosiery,  and  silk,  cotton,  and  woolen  articles  in  general,  with 
a  view  to  acting  iis  agent  on  a  commission  basis. 

Jcwclcry,  Uyhtinii  apimratus,  etc..  No.  1962G. — A  manufacturer's  agent  Informs  nn 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  act  as  agent,  on  a  commission 
basis,  for  manufacturers  of  real  and  imitation  jewelry,  gas  and  electric  liglit- 
Ing  apparatus,  suit  cases  nnd  other  traveler's  requisites,  pboto^raplilc  acces- 
sories, perfumery,  soaps,  toys,  etc. 
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LICENSE  FOR  BBTTISH  OFTICAI-IHSTBTrMENT  TBADE. 

[Cnlilcpmin  from  .\nierlcnn  consul  f;onGral  nt  London,  dated  Pec,  20.] 

Mifiister  of  Munitions  ^jrohibits  all  dealings  without  license  in,  cer- 
tain optical  instruments,  including  prismatic  binoculars,  monoculars, 
telescopes,  periscoi>es,  and  compasses  for  reading  an  azimuth  angle 
simultaneously  with  sighting  or  object. 

TO  RELIEVE  SHIFFINO  CONGESTION  AT  GENOA. 

(Cftblegmm  from  American  ambassador  at  Rome,  Italy,  dated  Dec.  20.] 

To  relieve  the  congestion  at  the  port  of  Genoa  and  enable  ships  to 
get  away  sooner,  a  Koyal  decree  has  been  issued  empowering  the 
Minister  of  Marine  to  cause  vessels  either  en  route  to  or  already  ar- 
rived at  Genoa  either  to  be  temporarily  detained  at  Genoa  or  to 
proceed  elsewhere  to  be  unloaded  in  some  other  Italian  port  in  the 
Tyrrhenian  Sea  not  south  of  the  parallel  of  Civitavecchia. 

Foreign  Office  circular  re^ixiests  that  foreign  shipping  interests  be 
informed  of  this  decree  through  their  Governments,  also  that  neces- 
sary instructions  be  issued  to  ships  already  en  route  to  Genoa  to  stop 
at  Gibraltar  and  obtain  instructions  from  the  Italian  consul  there  as 
to  the  precise  Italian  port  such  vessels  shall  proceed  to  from 
Gibraltar. 

CONCESSION  FOR  FHILIFFINE  FOREST  LAND. 

The  Bureau  of  Forestry  at  Manila  invited  bids,  to  be  opened 
October  1,  1915,  for  a  long-term,  exclusive  concession  covering  the 
so-called  "  Eagay  Gulf  "  or  "  Mt.  Labo  "  tract  of  forest  land  lying  to 
the  north  and  northeast  of  the  headwaters  of  Kagay  Gulf,  in  the 
Provinces  of  Tayabas  and  Ambos  Camarines.  Inasmuch  as  no  sat- 
isfactory bids  were  received,  the  Bureau  of  Forestry  now  announces 
that  it  will  receive  and  act  upon  at  any  time  any  suitable  application 
for  this  valuable  concession. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  at  "Washington  is  prepared  to  fur- 
ni^  to  those  interested  full  information  regarding  this  tract. 
Mor— u  1153 
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mFOBTAIZOHS  OF  WOOLEIT  GOODS  DTTO  BUBHA. 

[Consul  M.  K.  Moorbead,  Rftnsoon,  Not.  4.] 

An  inquiry,  accompanied  by  samples,  r^arding  opportunities  for 
sale  in  Burma  of  woolen  fleecy  fabrics  has  Been  received  and  a  notice 
was  inserted  m  the  "Trade  inquiiy  lists"  whidi  the  Kangoon  con- 
sulate publishes  twice  a  month.  Although  these  lists  were  sent  to 
every  dealer  and  commission  agent  in  Kangoon,  no  responses  have 
been  received  regarding  the  fleecy  fabrics.  From  personal  investiga- 
tion it  has  been  learned  that  there  is  a  very  small  market  in  Burma 
for  such  fabrics,  as  there  are  no  manufacturers  of  petticoats,  wom- 
en's underwear,  wrappers,  bath  robes,  etc  Occasionally  the  depart- 
ment stores  make  up  such  article  on  special  orders,  but  the  demand 
is  very  small. 

During  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  woolen  goods  valued  at 
$980,470  were  imported  into  the  Province  of  Burma  from  all  foreign 
coimtries,  as  compared  with  $1,854,570  in  the  preceding  year.  This 
large  decrease  was  due  to  the  lack  of  supplies  from  Continental 
Europe  after  the  war  started.  The  most  important  item  in  the  impor- 
tation of  woolen  goods  was  in  piece  goods,  which  reached  a  value 
of  $1,120,100  during  the  year  ended  A^rcb  31,  1914,  but  declined  to 
only  $646,820  in  the  year  ended  March  31^  1915. 

The  importations  of  the  principal  kmds  of  woolen  goods  into 
Burma  for  the  two  years  ended  March  31, 1914  and  1915,  respectively, 
were:  Yam  and  knitting  wool,  $58,120  and  $19,600;  braids,  etc, 
$90,610  and  $27,230;  carpets  and  rugs,  $251,600  and  $177,310;  hosiery, 
$96,820  and  $91,420;  piece  goods,  $1,120,100  and  $646,320;  shaw^ 
$228,950  and  $17,570. 

[A  list  of  department  Btores  and  commission  agents  clenHng  In  woolen  goods 
In  Rangoon,  Buima,  may  be  obtained  froni  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  70,173.] 


TEST  OF  HOLLOW  BUILDIHa  TIUB. 

A  very  interesting  test  of  hollow  building  tile  has  been  made  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  A  floor  slab  €  feet  wide  and 
30  feet  long  continued  over  three  piers  15  feet  apart  was  made  of  tibis 
class  of  material.  This  tile  is  of  a  special  type  for  use  in  floor  slabs 
and  is  made  so  that  the  bottom  surface  is  about  2  inches  wider  than 
the  top.  In  laying  the  tile  in  the  form  of  a  slab,  the  pieces  touch  on 
the  bottom,  but  are  about  2  inches  apart  at  the  top.  This  space  con- 
tinues throughout  the  length  of  the  slab,  and  is  nlled  with  a  mortar 
of  the  composition  of  one  part  of  cement  and  two  of  sand,  in  which 
are  placed  several  reinforcing  rods  bent  up  at  the  ends  of  the  dab 
and  continued  through  the  concrete  beam  into  the  next  adjacent  slab. 

In  the  present  case  the  two  slabs  were  allowed  to  age  for  one  month. 
Tests  were  made  of  these,  loaded  uniformly  with  pig  lead,  numeroiK 
deflection  readings  being  made  as  difl'erent  loads  were  applied.  One 
of  the  slabs  failed  at  about  603  pounds  per  square  foot.  The  (^er 
was  able  to  withstand  a  slightly  greater  load,  690  pounds  per  square 
foot  Failure  occurred  in  the  mortar  beams,  due  largely  to  the  in- 
ferior grade  of  reinforcing  used.  One  of  the  concrete  supporting 
piers  also  failed  near  its  base.  While  the  load  carried  was  not  up  to 
the  expectations  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  tile,  yet  it  was  consid- 
erably in  excess  of  tliat  demanded  by  most  building  laws. 
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VISITOBS  AT  BTTREATr  OF  STAKDABDS. 

.  Interest  in  the  scientific  work  that  is  being  done  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Standards  is  shown  by  the  number  of  visitors  i*e- 
ceived  in  the  course  of  a  month.  Among  those  who  called  in  Novem- 
ber to  study  tlie  bureau's  technical  work,  or  to  consult  those  in 
charge,  were  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  witli  the  Secretai*y  of  Com- 
merce; representatives  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  of  large  de- 
partment stores  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  of  a  large  Chicago 
mail-oi-der  house,  a  Massachusetts  cordage  company,  a  western 
electrical  company,  a  local  paper  company,  a  Pittsburgh  electrical 
company,  a  Maine  paper  company,  and  the  Foi-est  Products  Lab- 
oratoiy. 

Lines  in  which  these  visitors  were  intei*ested  included  specifica- 
tions, new  types  of  cloth,  paper,  textiles,  and  other  materials,  and  the 
teclmical  problems  connected  with  them. 

Members  of  a  large  zinc  company  called  in  reference  to  the 
bureau's  work  on  properties  of  pure  zinc,  and  the  bureau  received 
an  invoice  of  exceptionally  pure  zinc  (99.99+Zn)  from  them  for 
use  as  a  pyroraetric  melting-point  standard  and  for  determination  of 
physical  properties.  The  chief  chemist  of  a  leading  aluminum  com- 
pany called  to  arrange  for  preparing  pure  aluminum  for  the  same 
purpose. 

Representatives  of  the  District  of  Columbia  health  department 
and  printers'  union  asked  advice  concerning  protection  from  metal 
fumes  in  linotype  baths. 

The  director  of  an  industrial  research  laboratory  consulted  the 
bureau  concerning  practice  to  free  ingots  from  surface  blow  holes  for 
steel  of  which  automobile  bodies  are  shaped.  The  requirements  are 
very  exacting,  as  the  slightest  seam  developed  from  blow  holes  causes 
Tarnish  to  buster. 

Kepresentatives  of  the  Japanese  naval  testing  laboratory  called  to 
inspect  the  bureau's  methods  of  metallographic  work.  A  representa- 
tive of  an  electric  company  visited  the  bureau  for  information  to  aid 
in  equipping  a  projected  research  laboratory  for  metals,  etc. 

The  metallurgist  of  an  important  steel  and  wire  company  called 
to  discuss  in  detail  cooperation  with  the  bureau  in  investigation  of 
galvanized  processes  and  materials. 


WANTS  COOESTOYE  SUITED  TO  ITSE  OF  CBUDE  OH. 

A  business  firm  in  Guayaquil,  Ecuador,  has  written  to  an  American 
manufacturer,  suggesting  the  possibility  of  placing  on  the  market 
in  that  country  a  cookstove  that  would  be  adapted  to  the  use  of 
crude  coal  oil  as  fuel.  The  South  American  firm  states  (hat  the 
crude  oil  to  be  used  there  is  of  about  the  density  of  that  produced 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  desired  range,  it  says,  should  be  of  very 
light  sheet  steel  or  iron,  reasonably  strong  and  safe,  and  be  sold  at 
a  price  within  the  reach  of  persons  of  limited  means.  The  name  of 
this  firm,  which  has  been  furnished  by  Commercial  Agent  Porter,  at 
Ifew  York,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
l>omestic  Cominerce  or  its  district  offices. 
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FHILABELFHIA-ECnADOB  STILUISEIF  UHE  PROPOSED. 

CConsul  General  Frederic  W.  Godlog,  OnajaqiiU,  Not.  17.] 

The  Congress  of  the  Kepublic  of  Ecuador  has  muted  a  oonceedon 
for  a  steamship  line  between  Guayaquil  and  Philadelphia.  The 
executive  is  authorized,  in  accordance  with  the  legal  requirements, 
to  sign  a  contract  to  establish  a  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Guayaquil.  The  corporation  is  to  be  known  as  the  United  St;.tes  & 
Ecuadorian  Steamship  Co.,  incorporated  in  the  State  of  Delaware 
and  the  line  of  steamers  is  to  be  operated  between  one  of  the  prindpai 
ports  of  the  United  States  on  the  Atlantic  Coast — Philadelphia  pre- 
ferred— and  the  port  of  Guayaquil,  throu^  the  Panama  CanaX 

The  vessels  are  to  be  re^stered  in  the  Republic  of  Ecaador,  to 
navigate  under  the  Ecuadorian  flag,  and  at  least  one-half  of  the 
employees  are  to  be  of  that  nation.  The  company  must  admit  on 
its  vessels  up  to  six  marine  guards,  designated  oy  the  executive,  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  a  course  of  practical  navigation  and 
naval  engineering,  under  the  direction  of  the  chiefs  and  officers  of 
the  company's  v^sels. 

The  company  is  required  to  establish  the  line  within  1^  years  from 
the  signing  of  the  contract,  with  two  steamers  of  the  first  dass  for 
passengers  and  freight;  after  two  years,  two  more  Reamers  of  the 
same  class  and  tonnage  to  be  added.  Various  specificati<Hi8  are  pro- 
vided in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the  vessels  and  the  8erviG&  to 
be  rendered. 

[Mention  was  made  of  tlils  project  In  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  15,  IftUS.] 
THIS  YEAE'S  TLAX  HARVEST  IH  BITSSIA. 

[Weekly  Balletin.  I>ppartmetit  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Nor.  22.] 

The  Torgovo  Promyshlennaya  Gazetta  of  October  14,  1915,  an- 
nounces that  the  prospects  of  this  year's  flax  harvest  in  Russia  are 
satisfactory,  and  tests  that  have  been  made  with  this  year's  fiber  also 
show  sati^actory  results.  A  considerable  demand  from  abroad  is 
anticipated.  It  is  generally  estimated  that  the  surplus  from  last  year 
will  not  exceed  3  per  cent.  It  is  pointed  out  that,  though  the  harvest 
for  1914  was  less  than  that  of  previous  years,  5,000,000  to  6.000,000 
poods  (90.300  to  108,300  short  tons)  were  left  over  for  exportati<m 
after  the  home  demand  of  10,000,000  to  11,000,000  poods  ^80,600 
to  198,600  tons)  had  been  satisfied.  On  the  assumption  that  tne  yield 
of  flax  this  year  will  approach  the  average  for  previous  years  it  is 
estimated  that  the  harvest  will  amount  to  17,000,000  to  19,000,000 
poods  (307,000  to  343,100  tons)j  even  when  allowing  for  only  80 
per  cent  of  the  average  productTon  in  the  districts  affected  by  the 
military  operations.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  yield  of  flax  will  be 
ample  for  home  requirements  and  will  leave  a  surplus  for  export. 


TTNIVEBSITT  FOB  HANCHUBIA. 

INntlonnl  Hevlcw  of  Chlun,  Not.  20.1 

The  Ohiangchun  of  Mukden,  Gen.  Tuan  Chihkwei,  has  prop(^d  to 
the  Chinese  Ministry  of  Education  tliat  there  shonM  bo  established 
in  Manchuria  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  university.  The  proposal 
has  received  the  approval  of  tlie  ministry,  and  it  is  expected  that  ti&e 
univei*sity  will  be  established  and  in  working  order  before  very  long. 
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NEED  OF  PABCEL-FOST  EXCHANGE  WITH  SIAH. 

[Consul  General  Frank  D.  Arnold,  Bangkok,  Oct.  11.1 

The  greatest  drawback  to  the  extension  of  American  trade  in  Siam 
is  the  lack  of  a  parcel-post  exchange  between  the  United  States  and 
tliis  country.  At  present  all  parcels  cost  letter-postage  rate,  which  is 
pi-ohibitive,  inasmuch  as  the  sample  post  rate  can  not  be  used  on  this 
class  of  shipments. 

I  am  informed  by  the  postal  authorities  that  of  the  33G  parcels  re- 
ceived in  Siam  for  the  past  week  not  one  was  from  America.  They 
were  almost  entirel;^  from  countries  which  have  entered  into  parcef- 
post  agreements  with  Siam,  these  countries  being  Great  Britain, 
Germany,  Denmark,  Italy,  and  the  Dutch  Indies. 

The  Siamese  look  with  great  favor  upon  American  goods,  and, 
through  proper  shipping  ftcilities  and  parcel  post,  they  could  be 
brought  into  contact  with  many  products  of  American  manufacturers 
which  are  at  preset  barred  by  the  high  postal  rate.  Through  the  aid 
of  our  catalogues,  magazines,  and' advertising  pamphlets  many  small 
articles  could  bo  introduced,  and  this  I  am  sure  would  lead  to  larger 
future  shipments,  especially  of  many  articles  which  were  formerly 
furnished  by  Germany  and  now  ai*e  unobtainable. 

The  consulate  general  has  established  a  reading  room  where  maga- 
zines, trade  reports,  pamphlets,  etc.,  may  be  consulted,  and  this  has 
been  taken  advantage  of  by  both  Siamese  and  Europeans.  If  we  had  a 
parcel  post  agreement,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  result  of  such  in- 
quiries and  information  would  lead  to  a  great  increase  of  American 
goods  into  Siam. 

UVE  STOCK  IN  AEGENTINA. 

The  Argentine  Bureau  of  Rural  Economy  and  Statistics  has  just 
issued  a  map  which  shows  the  number  of  live  stock  in  the  seven 
Provinces  of  Buenos  Aires,  Cordoba,  Corrientes,  Entre  Kios,  Men- 
doza,  San  Luis,  and  Santa  Fe,  as  follows:  Cattle,  23,746,900;  hogs, 
2,646,761;  horses,  7,515,018;  mules  36,269;  sheep,  52^20,871;  goats, 
1,715,772.  The  report  adds  that  in  each  of  the  territories  of  La 
Pampa  and  Eio  Negro  there  are  more  than  6,000,000  sheep,  and  in 
El  Chaco  more  than  600,000  cattle.  According  to  all  estimates,  there 
has  been  a  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  live  stock  in  Argentina  in 
the  last  10  years,  but  owing  to  the  higher  prices  received  for  stock  at 
the  present  time  there  is  an  increase  in  value  over  that  of  10  years 
ago.  The  total  sales  for  1914  amounted  to  $811,941,  while  the  1915 
sales  have  reached  $1,300,878.  f  A  previous  note  on  the  live-stock 
statistics  in  Argentina  was  published  in  Commebcb  Reports  for 
Mar.  5, 1913.]   

AUSTBIAN  WINDOW-OIASS  UABEET. 

[Conaal  Wallace  J.  Youns>  Carlsbad.] 

Despite  a  recent  increase  of  10  per  cent  in  the  price  of  window 
glass,  the  makers  of  this  product  in  this  neighborhood  have  so  many 
orders  that  tliose  placed  by  private  persons  are  for  delivery  six 
months  in  advance.  This  abnormal  demand  is  caused  not  only  by  the 

frent  numl)er  of  barracks,  permanent  camps,  and  warehouses  being 
uilt      the  Government  and  incident  to  the  war  but  also  by  the  need 
for  building  supplies  in  Galieia. 
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lUPBOVED  TELEPHONE  STSTEU  IN  SAHTIAOO  DE  CUBA. 

[Consul  P.  Uenill  OrifBtb,  Santiago  de  Cabo.  Dec.  11.] 

Modern  automatic  telephone  aystcms,  with  complete  undergrotmd 
cables,  are  now  in  operation  in  Santiago  do  Cuba  and  many  other 
Cuban  cities.  Tlie  old  magneto  system,  formerly  in  use  and  very  un- 
satisfactory, has  been  changed  throughout  the  island.  Long-distance 
service  is  furnished  to  nearly  all  the  cities  and  large  sugar  mills. 

The  Cuban  Telephone  Co.,  an  American  concern  which  obtained  its 
concession  in  1909,  owns  and  operates  practically  all  the  local  and 
long-distance  lines  in  Cuba.  It  has  constructed  new  central  o(E<xs  in 
Santiago  during  the  past  year  at  a  cost  of  $75,000,  the  building  being 
handsome  in  design  and  composed  entirely  of  reinforced  concrete. 
The  new  switchboard  now  being  installed  is  for  2,000  lines,  and  all 
the  material  is  of  American  manufacture. 

The  headquarters  of  the  company  are  in  Habana.  The  cities  in 
which  the  automatic  system  has  oeen  installed  are  Habana.  Ci^fne- 

fos,  Cardenas,  Sagua  la  Grande,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  Matanzas. 
'hose  operating  under  the  manual  system  are  Artemisa,  Bayamo, 
Ciego  de  Avilo,  Guines,  Guanajay,  Holguin,  Pinar  del  Rio,  Plantas, 
San  Antonio  de  Los  Banos,  San  Luis,  Santiago  de  Las  Vegas,  Vic- 
toria de  Las  Tunas,  and  Santa  Clara. 


EOOT  CBOPS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

[Agricultural  rctams  of  Eagtand  nnd  Wales;  transmitted  by  Consnl  John  B.  Armstnaft 

Bristol,  England,  No.  26.] 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  total  production,  acreaj^ 
and  yield  per  acre  in  1914  and  1915,  and  the  average  yield  per  acre  m 
the  10  years,  1905  to  1914,  of  the  potato  and  other  root  crops  o£ 
England  and  Wales : 


Aitfdea. 

Estimated  prodootlon. 

Average  7i«id  par 
acre. 

UM 

1916 

1914 

1916 

1914 

1915 

England: 

Tom. 

Tont. 

Too*. 

Tmm. 

Fotatoss  

2.807. 35S 

3.702.181 

436.173 

43S,940 

6.44 

6.18 

ft.a 

Tnmlps  and  twedos... 

12.598. 320 

11.008.241 

9S8.8n9 

878,471 

12.77 

13.60 

13.«i 

7,7i»,eeo 

7,637,061 

420.335 

401,048 

18.37 

19.02 

Wales: 

145.854 

1U.D32 

25.440 

36.459 

6.73 

6.89 

Turnips  and  swedos... 

S52.455 

738.301 

65.589 

60.753 

16.34 

14.  &5 

U.M 

199,087 

200,927 

n.031 

11.401 

18.05 

18.05 

England  and  Walw: 

2.953.109 

2.858.113 

481,  n2i 

463.399 

6.40 

4.17 

«.n 

Turnips  and  swedes — 

13.430.781 

11. SOS. 542 

1.M2.438 

929.224 

13.90 

IS.  71 

7,918,7(17 

3,834,588 

431,306 

412,609 

18. 3S 

18.90 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ofnomeree. 

Hew  York,  Room  409  ITalted  States  CastomhouK;  Boston,  e^tateeath  tmut 
Tnlted  Statet  Cnstomhonse;  Chieaeo.  504  Federal  Bnildlnff;  8t  LovU,  40S  Third 
Kntlonal  Bank  Bnllding;  Atlanta,  B21  Post  Office  Bnlldlnff;  Vew  Orleaat,  lOM 
Hlbernla  Bank  BnlldlnE;  San  Francisco,  800  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Building.  CooperatiTc  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  C«m- 
nerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Iios  Angeles,  Cliamber  of  Cobbctm; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Fliiladelphla,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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WEST  ^RIOAN  COCOA  INDUSTBY. 

[Coneul  W.  J.  Yerby.  Dnkar,  Senegal.] 

"Cocoa"  to  most  individuals  suggests  carefully  and  tastefully 
packed  art  boxes  or  tins  or,  in  chocolate  form,  delightful  little  pack- 
ages done  up  in  neat  silver  paper  and  prettily  tied  with  bows  of  silk 
ribbon.  To  some  it  means  a  welcome  and  fragrant  breakfast  or  supper 
beverage.  To  few  indeed  does  it  represent  anything  else. 

The  man  in  the  street,  if  he  thinks  at  all  upon  inv&sting  his  savings 
in  cocoa,  argues  that  there  is  a  limit  to  human  digestion,  particularly 
where  sweetmeats  are  concerned,  and,  consequently,  that  he  need  not 
trouble  himself  about  "  futures  in  cocoa,  for  the  field  is  at  best  a 
restricted  one.  It  never  occurs  to  him  that  every  kind  of  vegetable 
oil  and  fat  is  becoming  more  in  demand  every  day.  Somehow  he  never 
aslffl  himself  why  cocoa  of  a  certain  brand  is  50  cents  per  poimd  and 
another  25  cents.  He  presumes — and  if  he  tries  it  he  knows— that 
the  one  is  better  than  the  other;  but  it  does  not  occur  to  him  that  therQ 
is  something  in  the  one  that  is  lacking  in  the  other. 
Zatrodnotioii  of  Coooa  Into  Weit  Africa.  ^ 

The  total  world  production  to-day  exceeds  a  quarter  of  a  million 
tons  of  cocoa  per  annum.  The  East  and  West  Indies  and  the  greafe 
Amazonian  Valley  liave  for  generations  poured  their  supplies  into 
Europe  and  America ;  but  it  is  only  within  the  last  30  years  that  West 
Africa  has  made  its  influence  felt. 

Given  a  humid  atmosphere,  well-watered  land,  and  a  tropical  sim, 
experts  claim  that  cocoa  will  grow  almost  anywhere  up  to  a  height 
of  1,500  feet.  Of  lands  enjoying  atmospheric  conditions  highly  suit- 
able for  the  production  of  cocoa  there  are  500,000  square  miles  in  tho 
tropical  regions  of  West  Africa.  Sao  Thom€  and  Principe,  with  less 
than  300  square  miles  under  cultivation,  supply  to  the  world's  markets 
over  30,000  tons  of  cocoa  every  year;  if,  therefore,  but  one- fourth  of 
the  potential  cocoa-producing  areas  of  West  Africa  could  be  brought 
under  cultivation  at  the  same  rate  there  could  he  harvested  over. 
10^0,000  tons  of  cocoa. 

To-day  cocoa  is  being  cultivated  in  the  German  colonies  of  Togo- 
land  and  Kamerun;  in  the  Portuguese  colonies  Sao  Thome  and  Prin- 
cipe; in  the  Belgian  Kongo;  in  the  Spanish  island  Fernando  Po;  and 
in  the  British  colonics  Gold  Const  and  Nigeria.  In  all  these  the  pro^ 
duction  has  distinctive  features. 
Cttltivatioii  in  Portuguese  Coloniei. 

From  the  standpoint  of  plantation  arrang^ements  and  the  applica- 
tion of  scientific  methods,  the  Portuguese  in  Sao  Thome  are  easily 
first.  This  no  doubt  is  due  to  the  fact  that  for  over  25  years  the 
planters  have  been  concentrating  their  efforts  upon  the  cocoa  bean. 
Throughout  their  whole  area  Sao  Thome  and  Principe  are  imder 
cocoa  cultivation,  and  the  traveler  never  gets  away  from  the  sour 
odor  of  fermenting  cocoa. 

Nowhere  throughout  West  Africa  are  there  such  scientific  and 
elaborate  drying  grounds  as  one  sees  on  the  Portuguese  islands.  The 
majority  of  cocoa  planters  m  West  Africa  are  satisfied  with  cemented 
drying  grounds  in  open  courtyards;  some  spread  the  beans  on  large 

frass  or  palm  mats  or  on  burlap.   The  cocoa  beans  are  spread  out  to 
ry^  and  left  in  the  open  not  oiuy  during  the  whole  day  but  through- 
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out  the  night.  On  several  ro^s  (farms)  the  Portuguese  have,  at 
great  expense,  fitted  up  drying  grounds  which  are  mechanically 
moved  under  belter  whenever  a  storm  threatens. 

ITiere  are  nearly  300  rooas  on  the  two  islands,  and,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  they  are  in  Portuguese  hands ;  there  is  a  Belgian  planta- 
tion, and  one  or  two  owned  by  natives  from  Sierra  Leone,  whose  abil- 
ity to  make  cocoa  production  a  financial  success  is  demonstrated  by 
the  fact  that  one  who  died  recently  left  about  $30,000  for  the  educa- 
tion  of  the  children  of  the  island  of  Sao  Thome. 

TnutiportatiOB  in  Fortnsnese  Iiluidt — Qenwm  Colftsiet. 

The  cocoa  plantations  on  these  islands  are  all  within  sudi  eaety 
reach  of  the  sea  that  transportation  offers  little  difficulty.  Both 
horses  and  mules  thrive  quite  well  on  the  islands,  and  these,  coupled 
with  bullock  carts  and  some  1,000  miles  of  light  plantation  railway 
running  out  to  the  piers,  render  unnecessary  the  porterage  that  con- 
stitutes such  a  problem  for  cocoa  planters  in  every  other  colcmy  in 
West  Africa. 

In  the  German  colonics  cocoa  ^[rowing  is  extending  rapidly  and, 
from  a  financial  point  of  view,  satisfactorily.  The  German  adminis- 
tration in  Kamerun  has  appeared  to  favor  such  enterprises  mainly 
as  European  undertakings  m  which  the  natives  are  mere  laborers 
until  within  recent  years,  when  some  effort  has  been  made  to  en- 
courage the  natives  by  gifts  of  seed  and  young  plants  to  have  their 
own  fields. 

Togoland  exported  during  1911,  509,166  pounds  of  cocoa,  valued  at 
$41,412,  and  during  1912,  623,862  pounds,  valued  at  $57,839;  while 
the  exports  from  Kamerun  during  1910  amounted  to  6,735,935  pounds, 
valued  at  $538.875 ;  during  1911,  7,897,876  pounds,  valued  at  $787,176; 
and  during  1912, 10,034,534  pounds,  valued  at  $1,009,660.  On  account 
of  the  war  other  and  later  statistics  are  not  available. 

Poxe^  ft  Hatlve  Indnttry  in  Oold  Goait 

Cocoa  cultivation  in  the  Gold  Coast  is  purely  and  solely  a  native 
industry,  few  of  the  plantntions  being  more  than  25  to  30  acres  in 
extent  and  the  majority  not  more  than  2  to  5  acres.  Few,  if  any,  are 
owned  by  whites.  The  farms  arc  not  so  close  together  as  those  of 
Sao  Thom€,  but  the  traveler  can  not  walk  many  miles  anywhere  with- 
out passing  through  plantations  of  cocoa  and  |)alm  trees.  The  at- 
mospheric conditions  resemble  tliose  of  Sao  Thom6  and  Principe, 
witii  a  rainfall  of  32  to  55  inches  per  annum;  otherwise  the  territory 
is  not  so  well  watered  as  the  Portuguese  possessions.  In  spite  of  this, 
the  colony  can  produce  a  quantity  and  quality  of  cocoa  that  compares 
well  with  other  areas. 

In  1891  the  fii-st  lot  (80  pounds)  taken  by  the  native  to  a  white 
trader  brought  $19.46;  24  years  later  this  80-pound  shipment  had 
grown  to  119,593,600  pounds,  valued  at  $10,674,768.  The  whole  of 
this,  be  it  remembered,  is  a  native  industry.  The  Gold  Coast  native 
are  justly  proud  of  their  enterprise  and  assert  that  they  will  not 
cease  extending  their  plantations  imtil  every  acre  they  can  cultivate 
is  producing  cocoa. 

Transportation  In  Oold  Coast 

Not  the  least  interesting  spectacle  in  the  Gold  Coast  is  the  trans- 
port of  cocoa,  the  bulk  of  the  inland  produce  being  carried  by  porters 
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to  tiie  rail  head.  Sometimes  the  roadwajs  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see 
are  one  long  line  of  cocoa  bags  on  the  heads  of  hundreds  of  carriers. 
This  carrying  trade  has  produced  an  extraordinary  flow  of  free  labor 
into  the  whole  hinterland  of  the  Gold  Coast.  At  Adawso,  a  buying 
station  nearly  15  miles  from  the  rail  head,  one  firm  alone  employs 
in  the  season  3,000  carriei's,  who  cover  the  distance  to  the  rail  station 
at  Pakro  once  and  frequently  twice  a  day  with  a  150-pound  bag  of 
cocoa. 

The  fame  of  the  Gold  Coast  carrier  traffic  has  spread  far  into  the 
nortiiem  regions  of  the  country,  with  the  result  tnat  the  recognized 
caravan  routes  now  come  right  down  through  the  Northern  Terri- 
tories. These  carriers,  many  of  them  from  around  and  even  beyond 
Lake  Chad,  drive  herds  of  cattle  down  to  the  Gold  Coast  colony  about 
harvest  time.  They  sell  the  cattle  and  then  carry  cocoa  for  the  season. 
When  the  main  harvest  is  over  and  there  is  little  cocoa  carrying,  they 
purchase  loads  of  kola  nuts,  which  they  take  back  with  them  to  tlw 
far  interior  and  sell  en  route  at  a  considerable  profit. 

The  transport  of  cocoa  being  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  alien  labor, 
should  its  flow  cea.se  from  any  cause  whatever  the  cocoa  industry 
would  suffer  a  check  from  which  it  would  take  some  time  to  recover. 
The  coastal  regions  are  fairly  secure,  for  most  of  the  districts  within 
20  miles  of  the  coast  are  reached  by  a  daily  service  of  motor  lorries 
under  the  management  of  the  European  cocoa-buying  firms. 
**  Barrel  KoUlng  " — Exports  from  Gold  Coast 

Many  of  the  native  farmers  within  30  miles  of  Accra,  however, 
prefer  to  sell  their  cocoa  at  a  higher  price  at  the  port  of  embarka- 
tion, and  so  have  created  the  interesting  system  of  "  barrel  rolling." 
In  the  cocoa  season  strongly  bound  and  ponderous  casks  are  filled 
with  the  beans  and  rolled  to  the  seashore.  Traveling  along  the  some- 
what primitive  roads  one  meets  at  frequent  intervals  perspiring 
natives  struggling  with  tiie  barrel  which,  filled  with  cocoa,  wei^s 
considerably  over  a  quarter  of  a  ton.  As  a  rule  three  men  roll  two 
ca^,  one  relieving  the  other.  Therefore  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a 
transport  problem  for  the  producers,  large  consignments  of  cocoa 
being  sometimes  lost  for  lack  of  means  of  transportation. 

It  appears  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Gold  Coast  government  to  keep 
the  industry  in  the  hands  of  the  natives  and  to  allow  the  traders  to 
be — as  they  have  always  been — the  "  middlemen  "  between  the  pro- 
ducers and  the  European  importers  and  manufacturers.  The  govern- 
ment assists  the  natives,  in  every  possible  way,  through  competent 
agricultural  instructors. 

The  principal  harvest  months  are  from  October  to  January;  it  is 
thus  easily  seen  how  the  exports  for  12  months  ending  December  31 
may  show  considerable  fluctuations  from  year  to  year.  Although  the 
quantity  exported  in  1912  (86,568,481  pounds)  was  less  than  in  1911, 
the  value  was  about  $150,000  more,  due  to  the  higher  prices  ruling  in 
the  European  markets.  In  1913  exports  jumped  to  113,239,980 
pounds,  value  $12,112,535,  and  in  1914  totaled  119,593,600  pounds, 
value  $10,674,768. 
Kapld  Qrovth  of  Hlgerian  ladubtry. 

The  Government  reports  of  12  years  ago  gave  little  hope  that  the 
natives  of  Nigeria  would  become  cocoa  farmers,  but  Africa  is  the 
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land  of  surprises.  The  Acting  Secretary  of  Southern  Nigeria,  in 
writing  his  1903  report  from  Old  Calabar,  said: 

It  U  not  in  the  nature  of  the  nverage  West  African  to  lay  out  capital  for 
which  there  is  no  inimeiliiite  return.  He  can  undei'staml  the  yam  growing  at 
his  door;  lie  can  understand  the  cask  of  oil  to  be  filled  before  his  boys  can 
return  with  tlie  required  clotli,  pli>e,  or  frocls  coot,  but  he  will  not  sow  for  Ills 
son  to  reap,  nor  will  a  village  worlt,  of  Its  own  Initiative,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
next  generntloti  that  is  to  occupy  it 

The  very  next  year  the  acting  governor  was  enabled  to  write. 
"  There  has  been  an  enormous  development  in  cocoa  "  j  and  the  South- 
ern Nigerian  natives,  as  if  in  unconscious  protest  against  the  1003  re- 
port, poured  into  the  European  markets  over  i,W)0,000  pounds  of 
cocoa  beans.  Two  years  later  exports  rose  to  1,500,000  pounds.  In 
1913,  8,111,920  pounds,  value  $766,140,  were  exx>orted;  in.  1914, 
11,062,989  pounds,  value  $835,564. 

Xethodi  of  Cultivation  In  Nigeria— Other  Africa. 

The  Nigerian  Customs  and  Trade  Journal  pi-esented  some  inter- 
esting remarks  on  the  cultivation  of  cocoa  in  Nigeria.   It  states: 

The  methods  of  cidtivntion,  senerally,  by  the  native  producers  leave  much 
room  for  Improvement,  and  It  Is  estimated  that  only  about  one-third  of  the 
crop  is  liarvesteil.  An  attempt  is  I)elng  made  by  the  oKTlcultuml  department 
of  the  colony  to  remedy  tld^  by  QfEordlng,  as  far  as  possible,  continuous  suimt- 
vlsioQ  and  advice  In  the  planting  at  proper  intervuls,  care  of  the  plants,  etc, 
and  In  the  adoption  of  nietbods  to  pi-evcnt  diseases  to  which  the  plants  are 
liable. 

It  is  not  realized  by  the  producer  that  with  the  exercise  of  greater  care  in  the 
tlryiug  nnd  curing  of  the  l>ean  an  enlinnccd  vnUte  can  be  obtained.  A  modd 
fermentation  and  curing  house  has  been  erecte<1  at  the  Calabar  experiment  sta- 
tion, witli  n  view  to  treating  the  produce  for  the  natives  before  flisposal  to  the 
European  firms. 

British  West  Africans  exports  within  13  years  have  multiplied 
something  like  21  times,  i.  e.,  in  round  figures  from  about  2,600  tons 
in  1903  to  over  50,000  tons  in  1914. 

The  climatic  conditions  and  soil  of  Liberia  are  excellent  for  cocoa 
as  well  as  for  colTec.   American  capital  could  be  well  and  profitably 
interested  therein  in  cocoa  farms. 
Spacing  and  Yield — Labor. 

Cocoa  grows  apparently  with  greater  ease  in  West  Africa  than 
within  any  other  cocoa-producing  area  in  the  world.  The  elaborate 
systems  of  manuring  that  seem  unperative  in  most  tropical  colonies 
are  not  practiced  by  the  West  African  producer.  He  piles  the  fer- 
menting husks  in  heaps,  and  then,  when  thoroughly  decayed,  throws 
the  refuse  around  the  nase  of  the  trees. 

Government  authorities,  especially  in  British  AVest  Africa,  advise 
wide  spacing — 15  feet — but  the  natives  plant  close,  claiming,  with 
some  reason,  that  it  better  conserves  the  moisture  of  the  soil.  Neither 
in  the  Gold  Coast  nor  in  Southern  Nigeria  do  many  planters  space 
farther  apart  than  8  feet.  Many  crowd  500  to  700  trees  upon  a 
single  acre.  The  plantations  in  British  West  Africa  being  almost 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  tlie  natives,  statistics  are  unreliable  upon 
the  annual  output  per  acre.  One  official  estimates  that  the  natives 
obtain  about  7  pounds  per  tree  per  annum.  This  is  regarded  as 
very  high.  A  native  farmer  in  Southern  Nigeria  with  100,000  trees, 
about  one-half  bearing,  obtained  from  50,000  trees  30  tons  of  cocoftt 
an  average  of  1^  pounds. 
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As  a  rule  there  is  plenty  of  cheap  labor  in  each  of  the  West  African 
colonies,  but  the  services  rendered  are  "  chea;),"  too.  In  Fernando 
Po  one  man  per  acre  is  employed.  In  the  British  colonics  the  native 
and  his  family  are  all  employed,  but  one  man  per  acre  here  could 
do  tiie  work  with  ease.  One  man  ought  to  be  able  to  attend  as  much 
as  5  acres. 

STTGAB  SmiATIOir  IN  SPAIN. 

(CMuml  BoberttoD  H<mer,  Madrid,  Oct  80.] 

According  to  the  "  Revista  de  Economia  y  Hacienda,"  published  in 
Madrid  to-day,  9,106,885  kilos  (10,040  short  tons)  of  beet  sugar  have 
been  produced  between  July  1  and  October  1  of  the  present  year. 
The  output  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1914  was  6,412,552  kilos 
(7,069  short  tons).  In  addition  to  this  a  royal  decree  has  been 
signed  ordering  the  direct  purchase  from  Germany  of  400  metric 
tons  (metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds)  of  sugar-beet  seed  to  be  shipped 
to  the  Director  General  of  Customs  of  Spain.  This  <^cer  will  dis- 
tribute the  seed  amon^  the  various  consignees.  It  is  believed  that 
this  amount  of  seed  is  sufficient  to  plant  the  crop  for  1916.  Its 
exportation  from  Germany  was  authorized  by  that  country,  and  it 
is  noped  that  still  more  may  be  liberated. 

rCoDflal  GenersI  Carl  Bailej  Hunt,  Barcelona,  Oct  80.] 
Increased  Consnmptloii  Beaefldal  to  Indnitry. 

The  reduction  of  the  Spanish  Government  tax  on  sugar,  which  went 
into  effect  in  July,  1914,  resulted  in  a  marked  increase  in  the  annual 
domestic  consumption,  from  120,000  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds 
each  to  an  estimated  amount  of  145,000  tons.  This  rise  in  consump- 
tion was  highly  beneficial  to  the  su^r  industry  in  Spain  and  inci- 
dentally to  dependent  agricultural  interests.  In  a  recent  assembly 
of  Spanish  sugar  manufacturers  it  was  decided  that  each  factory 
should  increase  its  output  by  30  per  cent,  so  that  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  51,000  tons  will  be  provided  over  and  above  the 
estimated  consumption  in  Spain  for  1915. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  prices  of  the  raw  material  required  in 
'sugar  production  have  increased,  to  the  detriment  of  the  manufac- 
turer. Formerly  sugar-beet  seed  coming  from  Germany  cost  1  pe- 
seta ($0.18)  per  kilo  (2.2046  pounds),  whereas  it  now  costs  1.65 
pesetas  ($0.29). 

Cutoms  Statistics  of  Prodnotlon  and  Distribution. 

The  Spanish  customs  service  publishes  the  following  statement  as 
to  the  production  and  distribution  of  su^ar  during  corresponding 
periods  of  the  years  1914  and  1915,  by  which  it  will  oe  seen  that  the 
quantity  on  hand  in  the  factories  on  June  30,  1915,  was  61,548  tons 
less  than  at  the  corresponding  time  in  1914: 


ItaUL 

1014 

UU 

MitHeMu. 
103.  S74 
«S,«70 

Mttrle  /Ml. 
106,487 
»,ICB 

173,144 
U,Slft 

137,042 
02.062 

1U,03S 

os,oao 

Digitized  by 


Google 


1164 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBIS. 


POTATO  aUABAlTCINE  AGAINST  POWBEBT  SCAB  BEHOVED. 

The  Federal  quarantine  against  shipment  from  foreign  countries  of 
Irish  potatoes  affected  with  powdery  scab  is  removed  by  an  order  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  effective  January  1, 1916.  This  per- 
mits a  number  of  potato-producing  countries  to  resume  shipment  of 
potatoes  to  the  United  States.  In  the  case  of  Canada,  the  new  order, 
in  addition  to  removing  the  quarantine,  provides  that  potatoes  may 
be  shipped  in  without  certification  by  Canadian  officials,  under  an 
arrangement  with  the  Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture  that  Canada 
will  offer  for  export  to  the  United  States  only  potatoes  free  from  in- 
jurious diseases  and  insect  pests. 

The  removal  of  the  foreign  quarantine  for  powdery  scab  follows 
the  lifting  of  the  domestic  quarantine  against  uiis  disease  September 
1,  1915. 

Although  this  quarantine  is  removed,  the  regulations  governing 
the  entry  of  potatoes  and  providing  for  inspection  at  ports  of  entry 
are  continued  in  force,  Tliese  regulations  provide  for  an  adequate 
field  inspection  by  recognized  experts  in  the  countries  where  sliip- 
menta  originate^  and  that  such  countries  must  maintain  effective 
quarantines  agamst  entry  into  their  territory  of  potatoes  from  any 
country  under  quarantine  by  tlie  United  States  on  account  of  the 
potato-wart  disease.  The  inspection  at  the  ports  of  entry  of  this 
country  is  believed  to  be  adequate  to  prevent  the  entry  into  this 
country  of  objectionally  diseased  potatoes. 

The  (juarantine  against  certain  countries  on  account  of  the  potato- 
wart  disease,  promulgated  September  12,  191*2,  remains  in  full  force 
and  effect. 

The  restriction  against  the  entry  of  foreign  potatoes  into  Porto 
Rico  is  removed  entirely,  as  it  is  represented  that  there  is  no  potato 
industry  in  that  territory,  nor  is  there  likely  to  be  any  in  the  future 
to  be  harmed  by  the  entry  of  foreign  potatoes. 

Special  regulations  covering  the  export  of  potatoes  from  the  States 
of  Cliihuahua  and  Sonora,  Mexico,  and  from  the  Island  of  Santo 
Domingo  provide  that  shipments  will  be  permitted  entry  only 
through  certain  designated  ports  in  the  United  States  and  after  the 
issuance  of  a  permit  in  accordance  with  department  regulations. 


147,000  VOLTmiEEB  AS  CBOF  BEPOBTEBS. 

Nearly  150,000  volunteer  crop  reporters  and  special  correspondents 
are  now  aiding  the  Bureau  of  Crop  Estimates  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  in  the  preparation  of  its  estimates  of 
crops  and  live-stock  production  of  the  country,  according  to  the 
annual  report  of  tlie  bureau  which  has  just  been  issued.  The  actual 
number  of  these  volunteer  assistants  is  147,327.  In  addition,  there 
are  151  paid  employees  in  the  service  of  the  bureau.  The  total  appro- 
priation for  the  work  fur  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  was 
$275,580. 

The  report  also  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  crop  figures 
formerly  published  in  the  "Agricultural  outlook"  are  now  pnnted 
in  the  "  Montlily  crop  report." 

,  The  bureaii  has  enlarged  its  work  during  the  fiscal  year  by  assign- 
ing one  of  its  employees  to  the  work  of  investigating  truck  crops. 
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The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
Kew  Orleans,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the  week  ended 
December  11, 1915,  follow: 

OfFORTS. 


CouQtrlea. 

Ore,  matte  and 

Ids  <G<^>per  oontsnU). 

Pigs,   Ingots;  ban, 
plates,  and  «d,«tCL 

Pmitds. 
1,169,932 
300 
431,300 
646,579 
n3,628 
116,400 
86,813 

180, 653 
40 
78,410 
71,587 
4^013 
30,316 
2,S45 

Potimit. 
71%  430 

<126,S84 

8,829,333 

680,301 

2,614,751 

812,868 

4,856,783 

808,005 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS 


Coon  tries. 


Tigs,  bigots,  bats. 
plal«3,  and  dd,  etc. 


Cotmtrtes. 


Pigs,  IngoU,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc 


TnnM.  

Italy  

Netberlands  

Rtissia  in  Europe.. 

Bwedan  

England  

ScotLuid  , 

Canada  

Central  Amerfoi . . . 

MmIco  

British  West  Indies 

Cuba.  

Haiti  


PouimU 

fi,&0D,Z16 
4,283,917 
335,^2 
224.143 
1.837.626 
3,0.17,402 
716,979 
4,255 
4,471 

1,481 
8,474 
1,074 


81,0)6,731 
798,006 
72,447 
49,670 
348.311 
48:1.594 
130,032 
913 
983 
133 
2S5 
1,S23 
339 


Argentina.  

B-aitl  

Chfle  

Colombia  

BMtish  Qniana  

Pern  

Uinguay  

Veneuiua  

Dntcb  East  Indies.. 
BrttlBh  SooUi  Africa 

Total  


Poundt 

3,998 
22,700 
10.236 
18,966 

2,600 

1,079 
231 
284 
75.818 

4,393 


15,793,210 


8708 
4,845 
1,038 
4,321 
4» 
254 
61 
66 
6,806 
948 


3,903^U8 


AHEBICAK  COHSTTLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  j^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Name. 


Poet. 


Explra- 
tfon  of 
venae. 


Address. 


Summers,  Maddin  

Ifajnard.  Lester  

Peck,  Wlllvs  R  

HrsscrsmilJi,  (Iootsb  S. 
CbasUra,  Flaming  I).. 

Bobcrtstm,  W.  Henrf. 

B8iBmonii.Tbmna.i  

Chamboilals,  Qeofge  A 

Canada,  Wfllfam  W . . . 
TaiKVt,a.  B  

DmaldrOeorcaK  , 


BAo  ratilo,  Braiil. . 

Amoy,  China  

TsingtRu,  China  . . 
Fort  Erl^  Canada. 
Canton,  China  


Buenoi  Aires,  Argen- 
tina. 

Bbsn^hal,  China  

Loiirenoo  H  ar  g  u  es, 

Pottuguera  £ast 

Africa. 
Vera  Cruz,  Uexlco. . . . 
Cornwall,  Canada  


Dec.  31 
...do..., 
Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  31 


Dec.  31 


Jan.  ft 
Dee.  31 


Feb. 
Jan. 


UaiBcalbD,  VenonieU. 


F«b.  17 


Departnumtor  State,  Washfngt<Hii,D.Q, 

Do. 
Do- 
Lewes,  Del. 

Bureau  of  Foreign  ant]  Domeatlc  Com- 
merce,  Room  409,  CastomhoaUb 
New  Yorlt,  N.  Y. 
Do. 

£otus  Club.  110  Wost  Fifty-MTMith 
Street,  New  Yoft  City. 

Winohftslor,  Ind. 

2G07  Eleventl)  Street  NW.,  Waablng- 

ton,  D.  C. 
163  Choroh  Street,  IfobUe,  Ala. 


■  The  tour  of  American  cltlea  tiy  Consul  Coneral  Thomas  Snmmons,  of  ShanKbni,  iocludea 
Rochester,  Albany,  CaDnJobarlc.  New  York.  Detroit.  ChlcaRO.  Seattle.  Tacomn,  Portlnnd, 
and  San  Fmnclacn,  concluding  at  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  11)10.  He  will  confer  with  busl- 
neH  men  at  these  place*  who  are  Interested  in  trade  Id  China. 
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KETAL  I£AF  AKD  BBONZE  POWDER  IN  TSmA. 

[Conaul  Lucien  Uemmiuger,  Madras,  Oct.  22.] 

There  should  be  a  good  market  for  American  metal  leaf  and  bronze 
powders  in  soiithem  India  at  the  present  time.   Brass  leaf  and  gold 

leaf  not  only  are  used  by  printers  and  lithographers,  but  have  a  good 
sale  at  bazaars  for  other  purposes,  particularly  for  certain  gilded 
ornaments,  of  whicli  natives  of  India  are  very  fond. 

Tlie  amount  of  metal  leaf  imported  into  Madras  Presidency  is  not 
shown  separately  in  customs  statistics,  but  the  following  figures, 
based  on  a  table  sliowing  the  gross  amount  of  customs  duty  received 
by  customhouses  in  the  Presidency  upon  the  principal  articles  of 
merchandise  subject  to  duty  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 
1915,  is  believed  to  be  a  correct  statement  of  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  year:  Gold  leaf,  $7G6;  European  brass,  residue  and  leaves, 
$1,064;  brass,  patent  or  yellow  metal  sheets,  etc.,  new,  $869,410; 
brays,  patent  or  yellow  metal  sheets,  etc.,  old,  $9,882  ;  brass  ^eets,  flat 
or  in  rolls,  $1,071;  brass  wire,  $3,815;  brass,  all  other  sorts,  $9,006. 
Countries  of  origin  are  not  stated,  but  the  United  Kingdom  and  (Jer- 
many  were  the  principal  sources  of  supply.  The  rate  of  duty  is  5 
per  cent. 

These  figures  i-epresent  only  a  part  of  the  imported  metal  leaf  con- 
sumed in  southern  India,  for  bazaars  in  the  interior,  particularly  in 
the  large  native  state  of  Hyderabad,  undoubtedly  outain  some  of 
their  supply  from  Calcutta  and  Bombay.  Hyderabad  has  a  reputa- 
tion for  its  embroideries  in  silk  and  gold  and  its  silver  tissues. 

Umes  Gilded  with  Brass  and  Oold  Leaf. 

One  of  the  interesting  nses  to  which  bi  ass  leaf  is  applied  in  south* 
em  India  is  for  gilding  limes,  the  decorated  fruit,  according  to  a 
local  custom,  beino;  exchanged  hy  natives  on  festival  occasions  in 
token  of  esteem.  The  origin  of  this  practice  is  apparently  unknown, 
but  it  dates  from  a  distant  period  and  is  a  recognized  feature  of  In- 
dian life.  The  exchange  of  limes  takes  place  on  New  Year's  days, 
of  which  there  are  several  in  this  country.  Besides  the  English  an- 
niversary  observed  by  the  natives,  the  Mohammedans  and  tno  Tamil 
and  Telugu  branches  of  the  Hindus  have  special  New  Yearns  days. 
A  native  calling  on  New  Year's  Day  on  a  person  to  whom  he  or  sne 
desires  to  show  esteem  presents  the  host  with  a  lime.  In  the  case  of 
the  well  to  do  the  lime  is  always  ornamented  with  brass  leaf  or,  in 
a  few  cases,  witii  gold  leaf.  The  poorer  classes,  as  a  rule,  give  undec- 
orated  liines.  The  custom  sometimes  extends  al.so  to  the  ordinary 
"  tnmaj^h  "  or  social  reunion.  Thus,  a  good  deal  of  brass  leaf  is  used 
for  gilded  limes  and  the  bazaar  trade  in  this  line  throughout  souUi- 
ern  India  is  really  considerable.  The  leaf  is  also  used  to  some  extent 
in  the  manufacture  of  gilded  cops  or  "topi,"  worn  generally  by 
Mohammedans  in  soutlicrn  India  on  their  holidays  and  for  decora- 
tions on  the  dresses  of  Mohammedan  women. 

Printing  Establishments  Offer  Oood  Uarfcet. 

Printing  establishments  arc  numerous  in  southern  India  in  pro- 

l)ortion  to  the  size  of  the  educated  population.  All  enterprises  of 
this  sort,  even  if  combining  printing  and  lithographing,  are  de- 
scribed in  ofKcial  publications  as  printing  presses.  There  are  3 
Government  printing  presses  at  Madras,  employing  1,860  persons, 
and  22  other  printing  presses  in  the  Presidency  (all  but  3  of  which 
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are  in  the  city  of  Madras),  employing  3,857  persons.  Local  custom 
and  taste,  particularly  of  the  natives,  tends  to  the  use  of  a  good  deal 
of  gold  leaf  in  the  printing  of  book  covers.  The  educated  classes  of 
natives  are  fond  of  writing  books  and  like  to  have  the  volumes  well 
bbimd,  with  gold  lettering  on  covers  and  gilt  edging  on  outer  sur- 
faces. In  Madras  much  of  this  work  is  done  with  gold  leaves  in- 
etmd  of  by  the  modem  deposit  battery  used  generally  in  the  United 
States.  The  supply  of  leaf  in  Madras  formerly  came  largely  from 
Germany,  but  trade  with  that  country  having  ceased,  importo  from 
the  United  States  would  doubtless  be  accepted  on  favorable  terms. 
Imported  books  of  gold  leaf  of  24  pages,  which  before  the  war  sold 
at  45  cents  each,  are  now  selling  at  49  cents,  retail  price.  Brass  books 
of  same  size  are  selling  retail  in  the  bazaars  at  9  cents. 

Although  gold  is  mined  in  this  country,  it  is  not  manufactured 
here,  but  is  exported. 
Vta  of  Bronze  Powden. 

Bronze  powders  are  not  designated  in  the  customhouse  returns,  and 
the  amount  imported  is  therefore  not  ascertainable ;  but  it  is  believed 
tiiat  a  considerable  amount  of  this  product  enters  into  use  for  die 
stamps  and  letterheads.  Stationery  with  stamped  letterheads  or 
with  monograms  and  coats  of  arms  m  bronze  color  is  popular  among 
certain  people. 

Terms  should  be  quoted  c  i.  f.  Madras.  If  possible,  samples 
should  be  sent  or  an  agency  esteblished.  Seasonable  credit  is  ex- 
tended to  European  firms,  who  often  act  as  intermediaries  for  native 
firms  with  regard  to  imports. 

[A  list  of  the  printlDg  and  lithographing  establishments  in  Madras  and  the 
names  of  a  few  commission  agents  or  bazaar  dealers  most  likely  to  be  Inter- 
ested in  imports  of  brass  from  the  United  States  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  60486.]   

BUSSIAH  UAHO&HESE  mDUSTBT  IN  1914. 

[Weekly  Balletiii,  Department  of  Trad«  and  Commerce,  OtUws,  Dec  9.1 

The  Journal  of  the  Russo-British  Chamber  of  Commerce  (Petro- 
grad)  states  that  730,310  short  tons  of  Caucasian  manganese  ore 
were  extracted  during  1914,  or  338,415  tons  less  than  in  1913.  The 
exports  of  Caucasian  manganese  ore  bv  rail  from  the  mines  in  1914 
were  787,655  tons,  or  461,790  tons  less  than  in  1913.  The  quantity  of 
ore  put  on  the  market  during  1914  was  788,216  tons,  against  1,188,600 
tons  in  1913.  ThB  exports  of  Caucasian  ore  by  Poti  and  Batum  in 
1914  were  489,005  tons  and  299,210  tons,  respectively,  representing 
decreases  from  the  exports  in  1913  of  216,025  and  184,355  tons.  The 
proportions  of  manganese  ore  exported  and  used  for  home  consump- 
tion are  98^  and  if  per  cent,  respectively,  771,315  tons  being  sent 
abroad  and  11,900  tons  being  sent  to  the  home  markets.  The  quanti- 
ties exported  to  the  various  countries  during  the  first  six  months  of 
1914  and  during  the  whole  year  were  as  follows :  Germany,  328,610 
tons  in  the  first  six  months  of  1914  and  365,410  tons  in  the  whole 
year;  Belgium,  145^  tons  and  172,925  tons  during  the  two  periods; 
United  Kingdom,  93^5  and  119,820  tons;  United  States,  38,670  and 
38,675  tons;  Austria-Hungary,  35,985  and  36,310  tons;  France,  26,815 
tons  for  both  periods,  there  being  no  exports  to  that  country  during 
the  second  half  year. 
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FOBEiaH  TE&]>B  OPPOKTUJIITIJSS. 

[Wfacre  addresses  arc  outttcd  thej  maj  he  obtalaed  from  tbe  Bbfmii  or  Its  ttrmmA 

Baicmill  tnachlnrri/.  No.  10627.— An  Aiiierlcnu  oonsnlar  officer  tn  the  Par  Bast 
reports  that  n  btisiue^M  iiitin  desirett  to  eorreHpond  n'lth  manuffictarers  of 
sinvmitl  mnelilnery,  especially  Imndsan'S. 

Electric  Uffh  t  buJbii,  pnmpit,  and  apparatnn.  No.  19A2S. — A  report  from  on  Aroer- 
kniii  cuuHtiliir  oltloer  »tntpa  thiit  a  ninn  lu  Spain  desirea  to  act  as  agent  A»r 
llrms  lunouftu'tiirlnfi  electrical  goods,  such  as  electric  bulhs  of  i  watt 
from  50  to  .VM)  candlepower.  for  voltage  of  110  and  220.  It  Is  stated  tJiat 
tlie  Inquirer  cnn  sell  from  8.000  to  10,000  per  niontli.  Prices  and  terms  are 
also  re<iueMte<l  for  metal  filament  bulbs  from  10  to  50  caudleiKtwer,  for 
which  there  Is  a  sale  of  about  25.000  per  month.  An  agenc7  Is  also  desired 
for  electric  pumps  and  apparatus.  Catalogues  and  correspondence  shonld 
be  In  Spanish,  but  prices,  U  possible,  should  be  lu  francs.  Iteferenees  are 
glren. 

Dry  goods,  rubber  poo^n,  ffroccrics.  etc..  No.  19629. — A  firm  In  Argentina  Informs 
an  American  cousuUir  officer  that  It  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  of 
dry  goods,  rubber  goods,  groceries,  alunilQum  and  other  metals  in  sheets,  etc: 
lleferencea  are  given.  Corresiwndence  may  be  lu  English. 

Vuderaftirla,  No.  10630. — An  Americnn  consular  oflicer  In  Canada  reports  that  a 
manufacturer'a  agent  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  manu- 
facturers of  silk  undershirts  for  women.   Oorreapomlence  may  be  In  EnglLsh. 

Chiropodinffi  tonl.9.  No.  19631. — A  man  In  Spain  desires  to  receive  prices,  cata- 
logues, nnd  terms  for  complete  sets  of  chiropodist's  tools  nnd  text  boolES 
relative  to  same.  Corresiiondeuce  should  be  In  Sfwulsh. 

Bardvarc,  tinpfate.  wire,  etc..  No.  19632. — An  Ajiierlcan  eon.MiIar  officer  In  Argen- 
tina reiKjrts  fhnt  a  biislnofw  man  In  t)I»  district  desires  to  extend  hl.s  ngeneles 
ami  would  like  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  Imrdware  In  general, 
tinplate,  wire  of  all  kinds,  binder  twine,  strong  yarn  for  sewing  cuuvas, 
HwnlngH,  etc. ;  hosiery  nnd  knit  gooda  for  men  and  women ;  and  fine  shoe 
leather.  Bank  references  are  given.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Stmnlsh  or 
English. 

Hosiery,  No.  19033. — A  manufacturer's  apeut,  .selUug  only  to  the  wholesale  trade, 
informa  an  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  that  he  desires  to  corre- 
spond with  maimfactnrers  of  cashmere  hosiery  for  men,  women,  nnd  chll* 

dren.  The  Inquirer  states  that  he  can  place  $50,000  worth  of  these  goods. 

Hides  and  goatskins,  etc.,  No.  19634. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  in  China  states  that  n  lirra  In  his  district  desires  to  e^wrt  cow  and 
buffalo  liides,  goatskins,  and  raw  Silk,  Bank  references  arc  ^ven.  Corre- 

siwmlcnce  may  be  In  English. 

Chemicals,  eoiton  thread,  notions,  etc..  No.  19635. — An  American  consular  OflkM 
In  Brazil  reports  that  a  man  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  of  chem- 
icals, cotton  thread,  notions,  such  as  needles,  pins,  etc. ;  paper  nnd  paper 
goods,  celluloid  goods,  and  leather  aud  leather  goods.  It  is  requested  that 
correspondence  giving  complete  iDforroatlon  be  sent.  Corre^ndence  may 
be  in  English.   References  are  given. 

Qreaae  for  soap,  pitch^rosin,  and  caustic  soda.  No.  19036. — letter  to  tbe  Bureau 
states  that  a  man  in  Cuba  desires  to  purdiose  grease  for  the  monueactuie 
of  soap,  pltch-rosln,  and  caustic  soda. 

Glazed  paper,  No.  19637.— The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  a 
firm  In  China  desires  to  establlsli  commercial  relations  with  manufactnros 
of  glazed  paper  of  nil  colors.  Samples  of  the  paper  desired  and  further 
Information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  ofllces.  (R^Eer 

to  File  No.  S3.) 

Machinery  for  manufacturinff  lead  pencils.  No.  19638. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau 
from  a  foreign  consular  oflicer  states  that  Inquiries  have  been  made  by 
business  men  in  Mexico  for  names  of  manufacture  of  machinery  used  la 
making  toad  pencils,  and  coffee  aud  sugar  sacks. 
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EiaHT-HOTJX  LAW  IN  TrEUGTTAT. 

[Consul  Herman  L.  Spahr,  Uontevideo,  Nov.  23.] 

An  act  has  just  been  passed  and  published  limiting  the  actual 
labor  of  workmen  and  employees  in  Uruguay  to  a  maximum  of  eight 
hours  daily.  It  applies  to  workmen  in  factories,  shops,  yards,  quar- 
ries, etc.,  to  employees  or  servants  of  industrial  or  commercial  estab- 
lishments, and  of  railway  and  street  car  lines,  and  in  general  to  all 

S arsons  engaged  in  tasks  similar  to  those  mentioned.  Employees  in 
OTemment  work  are  not  exempt.  The  hours  of  adults  may  be  in- 
creased in  special  cases,  but  not  to  exceed  48  hours  for  each  six  days 
of  work. 

For  every  workman  violating  the  law  the  employer  shall  be  fined 
$10  the  first  time  and  $15  for  each  repetition.  The  workmen  shall  be 
fined  the  amount  received  for  the  excess  work,  but  the  fine  shall  not 
exceed  the  excess  of  one  month. 

Twenty-five  inspectors,  controlled  by  the  labor  office,  are  to  enforce 
the  act.  Inspectors  in  the  Department  of  Montevideo  will  each  re- 
ceive $1,800  per  annum,  and  uiose  in  the  other  departments  will  be 
paid  $960. 

The  act  will  go  into  effect  three  months  from  date  of  passage. 


EESULTS  OF  COKF£B£NC£  ON  ELECTBICAI  SAFETY  CODE. 

The  results  of  the  conference  held  in  New  York  to  discuss  and 
approve  the  national  electrical  safety  code  have  stamped  the  meeting 
as  imdoiibtedly  the  most  important  of  its  kind  ever  held  in  connection 
with  the  electrical  industries.  The  United  States  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards estimates  that  very  great  good  was  accomplished — first,  because 
of  the  valuable  discussion  and  critical  study  made  of  the  code;  sec- 
ond, because  of  the  educational  influence  it  had  upon  the  engineei-s 
in  attendance,  many  of  whom  are  leaders  in  their  profef^ion ;  third, 
because  it  brought  about  a  more  complete  understanding  of  the 
methods  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards  in  carrying  on  such  work,  and 
II  higher  appreciation  of  the  quality  of  the  work  which  has  been  done 
on  the  code. 

Some  of  the  engineers  expected  to  show  that  many  of  the  provisions 
of  the  code  were  unnecessary  or  too  severe,  but  in  most  cases  the  result 
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of  the  discussion  was  to  establish  more  firmly  that  the  provisions  of 
the  code  were  reasonable  and  had  been  very  well  considered. 

The  conference  was  attended  by  a  larg^  number  of  enjgineers  repre* 
senting  the  utilities  companies  of  the  comitry,  including  light  and 
power  interests,  steam  and  electric  railways,  telegraph  and  telephone 
companies,  and  the  manufacturers.  Six  engineers  came  from  the 
Pacific  coast  to  attend  the  meeting,  on&  representing  the  Industrial 
Accident  Commission  of  California,  and  the  others  five  of  the  largest 
power  companies  on  the  coast.  There  was  an  average  attendance  of 
50  or  60  men  at  all  the  meetings  in  New  York,  a  total  of  85  having 
been  in  attendance  during  the  two  weeks. 

In  relation  to  the  sa&ty  code,  the  conclu^on  was  reached  that 
further  work  would  be  necessary  in  developing  some  of  the  details, 
particularly  with  respect  to  the  g£*^'^  of  construction  required  under 
different  climatic  conditions.  The  records  of  the  Weather  Bureau 
are  bein^  searched  for  information  that  will  give  a  satisfactory  ba^s 
for  classification  of  different  cities  of  the  country  according  to  the 
severity  of  their  weather  conditions  with  respect  to  wind  and  ice,  but 
unfortunately  the  records  are  not  very  complete. 


FINANCIAL  UEAStJUES  IN  AUSTRALIAN  FAEUAHENT. 

Copies  of  four  acts  passed  by  the  Australian  Federal  Parliament, 


from  Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittain  at  Sydney,  and  may  be  in- 
spected at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices  (refer  to  file  No.  69649).  These  measures  are: 

No.  22  of  1915. — An  act  to  authorize  the  borrowing  of  money 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

No.  23  of  1915. — An  act  to  authorize  the  raising  and  ezpendii^ 
of  the  sum  of  £1,500,000  (£=$4.8665)  for  the  construction  of  a  nOH 
way  from  Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta. 

No.  25  of  1915. — An  act  to  amend  the  treasury  bills  act  of  1914. 
No.  26  of  1915. — ^An  act  to  amend  the  commonwealth  inscribed 
stock  act,  1911-1913. 

[Extract  trim  ICelbonrne  Age,  Nov.  6,  b7  CommercUl  Attach^  WUIlain  C.  Downa.] 
Vinandal  Statement  Hade  liy.  Treasiiier. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  yesterday  the  new  treasurer  (Mr. 
Higgs)  made  a  brief  financial  statement  setting  out  the  means  by 
which  it  is  proposed  to  meet  the  obligations  of  the  year.  The  state- 
ment showed  that  the  ordinary  revenue,  plus  the  loan  from  the 
British  Government  and  that  raised  in  Australia,  will  still  leave  a 
sum  of  £23,779,000  to  be  borrowed.  Of  this  amount  it  is  proposed 
to  borrow  £18,000,000  forthwith,  and  the  balance  early  next  year, 

The  treasurer  submitted  the  actual  receipts  for  the  year  1914-15, 
and  the  estimates  for  1915-16,  as  given  by  Mr.  Fisher  in  bis  state- 
ment of  August  12  last.  The  estimated  ordinary  revenue  for  1915-16 
was  £26,540,000;  to  this  had  to  be  added  £10,400,000  from  Imperial 
loan,  and  £13,389,000  from  the  recent  Australian  loan.  This  left 
£23,779,000  still  to  be  raised  to  meet  the  full  estimated  expenditure 
of  the  year=£74,l 08,000.  Mr.  Higgs  mentioned  that  the  customs 
and  excise  revenue  for  the  four  months  ended  October  31  was 
£5,311,000,  as  compared  with  £5,433,000  received  in  a  similar  period 
last  year.    The  decrease  was  £121,263,  an  amount  comparatively 
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HOTXOH  FICTITBES  IN  HONimSAS. 

(Consul  E.  M.  Ijiwlon,  TogurlKnlpn.  Nov.  11.1 

There  is  but  one  motion-picture  establishment  in  the  Tegncif?ali>a 
consular  district,  viz,  tlie  Teatro  de  Vnriedades,  in  this  citv.  A 
number  of  causes  combine  to  prevent  the  industry  from  being  more 
successful,  among  which  are  poor  transirartation  facilities,  the  small 
purchasing  power  of  the  masses,  the  sparse  population  generally,  and 
the  lack  of  electnc  service  in  all  the  otlier  interior  towns. 

In  this  city  performances  are  given  three  or  fonr  nights  jier  week, 
commencing  at  8.30  or  9  p.  ni.  and  lasting  until  midniglit  or  after. 
Approximately  1,500  meters  (about  4,900  feet)  of  film  are  shown 
nightly.  The  prices  of  admission  vary  with  the  quality  of  the  film. 
Old  films,  of  the  regular  stock  sketches,  are  sometimes  displayed  at 
prices  ranging  from  10  to  30  cents  United  States  currency,  depending 
on  the  location  of  the  seats.  Otlier  nights,  when  such  well-known 
films  as  Les  Mis^rables "  are  run,  the  prices  are  trebles! ;  and  for 
ordinary  now  films  the  usual  charge  is  about  50  cents  for  the  best 
seats. 

Local  Tlmu  Interested— A  Field  Worth  Investlgatiiig. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  here  to  try  continuous  performances  or 
the  "tanda  "  idea  of  Mexico.  [See  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  3, 
1915.]  The  Tegucigalpa  consulate  has  been  endeavoring  to  interest 
persons  in  establishing  small  theatei'S  with  popular-price  continuous 
performances.  One  firm,  which  is  equippmg  a  restaurant  with  a 
Japanese  garden,  has  asked  to  be  informed  about  films  and  accessories, 
and  another  firm  has  inquired  for  apparatus  which  can  be  operatecl 
by  a  portable  light  for  use  in  towns  where  there  is  no  electric  service. 
With  outfits  of  that  sort  a  service  might  be  established  in  some  eight 
or  ten  towns  within  a  reasonable  radius  of  tliis  city.  The  local  theater 
rents  its  films  from  Panama  on  a  basis  of  50  per  cent  of  the  receipts. 
So  onerous  is  this  charge  that  the  question  naturally  arises,  why 
would  it  not  pay  some  American  manufacturer  to  send  a  representa- 
tive to  tour  Central  America  and  contract  with  the  established  thea- 
ters for  film  service?  There  are  probably  20  or  more  theaters  in  the 
five  Republics  that  could  use  films  for  an  average  of  20  programs  per 
month,  and  one  central  office,  say  in  Guatemala  City,  could  attend  to 
the  distribution  and  service  generally.  The  writer  has  no  positive 
knowledge  of  conditions  outside  of  the  Tegucigalpa  consular  district 
except  as  told  by  the  owner  of  the  local  theater,  but  the  latter  is 
greatly  inteiested  in  the  development  of  some  such  plan  and  states 
uneqmvocally  that  such  a  project  is  much  needed  and  could  be  made 
very  successful. 

All  Classes  of  Films  are  Popular. 

All  classes  of  pictures  are  popular,  including  comic,  tragic,  cowboy, 
chases,  historical,  war,  and  detective  stories.  Perhaps  the  most  pop- 
ular are  Wild  West  scenes,  where  feats  of  hoi'semanship  and  quick 
gun  play  are  generous  components.  All  reading  matter  should  be  in 
Spanish. 

[The  addresses  of  three  Tegacigalpa  firms  Interested  in  motion-picture  nppa- 
ratns  or  films  may  be  had  from  the  Bareoa  of  For^gn  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  66600.] 
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FEW  OOTEBiniEEirr  PVBIICATIOHSl 


The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D,  announces 
that  he  has  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  December  18  the 
following  new  publications,  which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices 
affixed: 

Official  Regigter  of  the  United  State*  (1915  directory),  commonly  known  u 
the  Blue  Book. — List,  arranged  alphabetically,  of  employees  of  the  United  States 
Oo^'ernmeat,  exclusive  of  the  Postal  Service,  giving  names,  salaries,  from  where 
appointed,  etc. ;  containing  in  addition  thereto  an  outline  of  the  organisation  of 
the  executive  deimrtments,  legislative  branch,  the  iudldary,  etc,  giving  names 
of  principal  officers,  etc.  Price,  cloth,  fUSO. 

United  Btatet  Mining  Btatutea,  Annotated,  Mines  Bureau  Bulletin  94,  two 
parts. — ^Part  1  covers  sections  and  statutes  rtiatli^  to  meta]Ufa*ous  mining  and 
cool  mining;  Part  2  covers  miscellaneous  mining  subjects,  a  codification  and 
nnnntattoii  to  date  of  the  congressional  enactments  relating  to  mining.  Price, 
cloth,  $2.50  per  set. 

Directory  of  American  Boiomills.  Miscellaneous  Series  27,  Bureau  of  Foreiga 
and  Domestic  Commerce. — List  of  sawmills  In  the  United  States  arranged 
alphabetically  by  States.    Price,  paper,  25  cents. 

Trade  Directory  of  Central  America  and  the  West  Indies.  Miscellaneous  Se- 
ries 22,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — Directory  of  business 
houses  in  Central  America,  arranged  alphabetically  by  countries  and  industries. 
Price,  cloth,  60  cents. 

Commercial  Organizations  in  Southern  and  Western  Cities.  Special  Agents 
Series  79,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — A  discussion  in  detail 
of  the  characteristic  work  of  the  several  commercial  associations  in  States  In 
the  South  and  West.   Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

Commercial  Laws  of  England,  Scotland,  Oermanjf,  and  France.  Special 
Agents  Series  97,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — Covers  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  the  varlou.s  countries  as  far  as  the  interests  of  Americana 
are  concerned,  giving  jurisdiction  of  courts,  lawyers,  and  fees,  courts,  etc 
Price,  paper,  15  cents. 

Banking  Opportunities  in  South  America.  Special  Agents  Series  106,  Bureao 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — Comprehensive  review  of  the  banking 
situation  in  South  America.    Price,  paper,  20  centa 

A  Trade  School  for  Girls.  A  Preliminary  Investigation  in  a  Typical  Mann- 
facturing  City,  Worcester,  Masa  Education  Bureau  Bulletin  17, 1913. — A  study 
of  the  needs  and  possibilities  of  industrial  training  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  coverlog 
the  method  of  Investigation.  Industrial  opportunities,  etc.   Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

The  Acarina  or  Mites.  A  Iteview  of  the  Group,  for  the  Use  of  Ekionomic 
Entomologists,  Agriculture  Department  Report  lOS. — Comprehensive  clasdflca- 
tion  of  the  acarina,  with  a  'descriptive  introduction,  accompanied  by  many  lltos- 
tratlons.   Price,  paper,  30  cents. 

Austratasian  Marlcets  for  Amerbian  Lumlw.  Special  Agents  Series  100.  Bn- 
reau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — Report  on  the  native  timber  reeonrcea. 
Imiwrta  of  foreign  timber,  condition  of  market  trade,  exports,  tariff,  and  various 
uses  of  lumber  in  Australia  ai^  New  Zealand.   Price,  paper,  6  cents. 

Testn  of  Com  Varieties  on  the  Great  Plains.  Agriculture  D^rtment  Bultetla 
307.— Covering  limitations,  adaptability  of  varieties,  tests  of  varieties,  etc 
Price,  paper.  5  cents. 

Methods  for  the  Examination  of  Bituminous  Road  Materials,  Agriculture 
Department  Bulletin  314. — Practical  work  by  road  experts,  covering  the  scheme 
of  examination,  methods,  and  apparatus  used.   Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

Renovation  of  Worn-out  Soils.  Farmers'  Bulletin  245. — Covers  differences  la 
natural  fertility,  nature  of  the  soil,  mineral  foods,  nitrogen  contents,  molstore^ 
air,  terracing,  and  methods  of  Improvemeut.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Alfalfa.  Farmers'  Bulletin  339. — Cotuprehensive  work  on  the  cultivation  of 
alfalfa,  covering  history,  distribution,  possibilities,  cultivation,  fertilization, 
utilization,  and  feeding  value,  etc.  Price,  [mper,  5  c«its. 

The  Use  of  Concrete  on  the  Farm.  Farmers'  Bulletin  461. — Practical  work 
on  selection  of  materials,  proportions,  measuring,  wiilng,  tools  used,  etc.  Pric^ 
6  cents.  I 
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Methods  of  Analysing  the  Farm  Itmincsa.  Farmers*  Bulltitlu  661. — Outlines 
n  method  for  atialyziog  the  fnrm  hiu^Ines^  lo  dcteriulne  lurestiueut,  receiptis 
expenses,  tabor,  income,  etc.  Trice,  paper,  5  cents. 

Concrete  Construction  on  TM'r-stock  Farm.  Farmers'  Btillctln  481. — C»ivins 
practical  informntion  relative  to  the  use  of  concrete  lu  the  omstnictlon  of  Mtables 
and  other  buildings  on  live-stock  farms.   Price.  pai>er,  S  cents. 


TBADE  OF  lUBAOASCAA  FOB  SIX  MONTHS. 

[Cooaul  3ame»  O.  Carter,  Tamatave.] 

Accoixling  to  the  customs  statistics  furnished  the  Tauiatave,  Mada- 
gascar, consulate  by  the  local  customs  sen'ice,  the  total  trade  of 
Madagascar  for  tlie'fii-st  six  months  of  1913  amoimted  to  $8^50,524^, 
compared  with  $10,713,639  in  the  corresponding  period  in  1914. 
The  imports  decreased  in  value  from  $5,071,154  for  the  1914  period 
to  $2,884,429  for  the  1015  period,  but  the  exports  increased  in  value 
from  $5,042,485  in  the  first  six  months  of  1914  to  $5,372,095  for  the 
1916  period. 

Prinolpal  Articles  of  Import  and  Export 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported and  exported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  in  1914: 


Articles. 


Jnn.-June,  lan.-Jims, 
1911.  191S. 


Articles. 


Jan.-!  one, 
1914. 


Jan-June, 
1915. 


uroBTS. 

Colton  goodH  

Ordinary  wine  

Ttn  articles  

ClothlnK  

Petroleiim  and  gasoline  

Chemical  products,  

Uachlnerv  

raper  ana  paper  goods  

CMnent  

Sumr.  

Metal  other  than  Ironmon- 

,  «WT  

imunongny ............... 

Bboes  


$l,70a,6»7 
194,695 

45.  m 
37,477 
276,215 
(") 

57,139 
(») 

383,  US 
C3.007 
88,967 


tS59,734 
155,953 
114.272 
100.290 
93.940 
88.423 
87,06e 
»).242 
66,688 
«,677 

eo.900 

42,402 
32,717 


QiPOKTs— continuM]. 

Flour  

IXFOKTa. 

Hides  

Presorred,  frozen,  and  salt- 
ed meats  

Gold  dust  

VanlUa  beans  

Dried  vefietablfls  (oblefly 
lima  beans)  

Rice  

Raffia  

Beeswax  

Lard  


S81,307 


tU,979 


1,295,W3 

344,480 
611.  S7S 
197,300 

S56.nt 
40.073 
300.738 
365.055 
192,673 


1,308,490 

849,340 
623.049 
«33,3U 

an,»4 

301.723 
194.067 
206, S«2 
196,005 


•  Figures  not  glTen. 
Znorease  in  Trade  with  United  States. 

Notwithstanding  the  49  per  cent  decrease  in  the  general  imports 
of  the  colony  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  compared  with  the 
corresponding^  period  in  1914,  tlie  imports  of  United  States  origin 
were  valued  at  $135,179,  compared  with  $45,960,  in  the  first  six 
months  of  1914,  and  $106,895  for  the  calendar  year  1914.  The  ex- 
ports to  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $39,033,  compared  with 
$26,515  in  the  first  six  months  of  1914. 

The  principal  articles  imported  from  the  United  States  in  the  first 
six  months  of  1915  were:  Cotton  piece  goods,  valued  at  $37,773, 
a^inst  no  imports  for  the  same  period  in  1914;  petroleum  and  heavy 
mineral  oil,  $77,397  against  $39,071 ;  tin  plate  for  making  meat  and 
lard  boxes,  and  empty  petroleum  cans,  $14,591  against  $12,653; 
other  metal  articles,  $5,030  against  $2,126. 

The  principal  articles  exported  to  the  United  States  in  the  first 
si^  months  01  1915  were:  Vanilla,  6  tons,  valued  at  $22,589,  against 
no  expoi'ts  in  the  first  six  months  of  1914;  graphite,  ICS  tons,  valued 
at  $9,728,  against  103  tons,  valued  at  $7,975;  raffia,  56  tons,  valued  at 
$5,9S2,  agamst  30  tons,  valned  at  $3,128. 
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BBAZUIAH  WOODS. 

[Co&sal  General  Alfred  L.  Morean  Gottschalk,  Bio  de  Janairo,  Sept  34.] 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  immense  forest  resources  of  the 
country  remain  almost  unexploited.  Not  only  are  the  vast  forests  of 
the  Bepublic  nowhere  syBtemftticaliy  work^,  but,  if  reports  are  to  be 
believed,  they  are  in  places  still  being  ruthlessly  sacrificed  for  com- 
mon, everyday  uses.  Many  of  the  railroads  bum  wood  and  make 
little  or  no  selection  of  what  valuable  trees  the^  fell  for  fuel ;  forest 
fires  are  still  frequent,  the  farmer  often  finding  this  a  cheap  and 
practical  means  of  clearing  new  plantation  land.  While  some  effort 
has  been  made  to  establish  forest-conservation  laws  (the  State  of 
Parana  was  apparently  the  first  to  move  in  this  direction,  and  other 
States  as  well  as  the  Federal  Government  followed  suit),  little  seems 
thus  far  to  have  been  accomplished. 

Valuable  Woods  for  Ties — Little  Native  Wood  for  Palp  or  Paving. 

The  Brazilian  railroads,  whose  consumption  of  ties  has  been  esti- 
mated at  1^500)000  per  annum,  the  life  of  each  tie  being  5  to  6  years, 
use  for  this  purpose  such  woods  as  favciro,  Jacaranda  (rosewood), 
end  peroha  mirim,  which,  like  much  of  the  timber  employed  as  fuel 
by  the  railroads,  would  command  high  prices  abroad  could  they  be 
brought  to  the  sea  for  exportation.  The  greater  part  of  the  paper 
consumed  in  Brazil  is  imported;  although  there  exists  a  native  paper 
industr)',  it  furnishes  little  of  what  paper  is  used,  and  imports  its 
paper  pulp  in  large  quantities  from  abroad.  Some  olFort  seems  to 
have  been  made  by  certain  municipalities  to  introduce  wooden-block 
street  paving,  but  this  has  never  become  common,  although  here 
again  would  be  a  clearly  indicated  use  for  many  of  the  excellent 
woods  of  the  country. 

Exports  of  Various  Hardwoods  for  Five  Tears. 

The  exportation  of  Brazilian  hardwoods  to  foreign  countries  has 
suffered  considerably  from  the  inaccessibility  of  man;^  of  the  forest 
tracts  and  the  general  high  cost  of  labor.  In  certain  of  the  indi- 
vidual States  of  Brazil  taxes  upon  exports,  production,  trading 
rights,  etc.,  may  also  have  played  their  part  in  raising  the  cost  ^ 
this  article  of  export. 

The  following  table  shows,  in  kilos  of  2.2046  pounds,  the  exports 
of  various  kinds  of  Brazilian  woods  to  different  coimtries  during  the 
last  five  years: 


Countries  and  kinds  d  vood. 

1910 

I9I1 

1913 

1913 

in4 

Anient  fna: 

KUm. 

mioi. 

KHo». 
040 

83,655 
207,288 

11,315. 

27,002 

KOtm. 

KUam. 

53,137 
28,450 

io(i,r>5i 

189,  «8 
11,010 

3S0.MD 

see, SIS 

■  1,790 
18,734 

n3,306 
879^  Ui 

•n 

Belfriiim: 

20,000 

207,000 
90,  SOI 

1,001, MS 
421,  US 
138,017 

10,000 

701,000 
105,893 
£0,000 

1S»,OOI 

8.4» 
LTI.IU 

Ftacce: 

100,  HIW 
4,210 

330 
2,000 

595,531 

037,185 
102,098 
497,190 

Germany: 

K9,0» 
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Coantrka  tud  kinds  of  wood. 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Gennany— Conliniwd. 

KOu. 

KSios. 

Kilos. 
44.000 
34,421 
28.794 
610.540 
193,650 

32,000 

62,eoo 

154,020 
» 7,173 

Sllof. 

KOOf. 

M.060 
12S.020 
10B,3CO 

209. OlS 
2,  GOO 
1,166,S73 
60,292 

73.338 
288,029 
k34,633 

24.044 

Nstberluida: 

Cedro  . 



•  3,811 

0  12,849 

38,080 
6,250 

8,472 
SO  000 
309.203 
01,943 

183,900 

a  7,917 

0  4,037 

Peru: 

1,(00 

10,G30 

10,896 
30  000 
453,980 
41.123 

374,390 

Fortogftl: 

6,  SOS 
42,478 
104,600 
30,653 

123,884 

297,023 
334, «» 
33,360 

61.013 
2,019 
12 

I,VO 
3.W» 
1,111,224 

63,400 
8.8U 

80.820 

Gl,814 
r  148.200 
1  '5,094 
£00 

67, 941 
24,000 

122.  «n 

114.  S» 

Other 

0,10ft 

600^373 

7,078 

United  States: 

715,123 

868,854 

741,760 

1,104,100 

16,410 
28,875 

60,103 
1,091,700 
a40 

f  407, 739 

84,966 
441,177 
0120 

3,259,703 

7?,  755 
023,806 
0  33 
7,140 

78,578 

84.8tt 
140,  EOO 

«3a0 

UniKOsy: 

«Pleca. 

klnaddUton.  1,179  pieces  of  wood  were  oiqMirted  to  Italy  tn  1013. 

<  In  addllton,  10  pieces  of  wood  w«ro  exported  to  tbo  United  Stales  tn  1911. 

It  is  said  that  an  impoi-tant  trade  in  Brazilian  liardwoods  was 
beginning  to  develop  between  Germany  and  other  countries  on  the 
Continent. 

Characteristics  of  Braillian  Woods.  ' ' 

M(»t  Brazilian  hardwoods  appear  to  be  dense  and  close-grained, 
compact  and  heavy.  The  colora  vary  from  black  to  almost  an  ivory- 
white,  passing  through  intermediate  shades  of  red,  brown,  yellow, 
and  violet.  The  fiber  (grain)  often  reveals  exquisite  designs,  and 
the  proper  sawing  of  a  log  has  usually  in  reserve  a  series  or  sur- 
prises for  the  furniture  manufacturer. 

Below  is  given  a  table,  furnished  by  the  editors  of  Le  Bresil 
^Iconomique,  showing  the  sj>ecific  weights  of  the  principal  hard- 
woods of  Brazil  employed  in  construction  work  or  in  fumituro 
making: 


Acopu  1. 067 

Angellm  Amargoso  -   .  954 

Angellm  pedra  , —  1.0iS 

Anglco   .907 

Araca  pyranga   .997 

Ararlba  amarello   -  870 

Arnrlba  rosa   .  7i)."» 

Aroeira  1.219 

Barbatiinao  1.275 

Buranhoa   .869 

Gambuhy  preto  1. 138 

Canella  capltao-mor   .735 

Canella  parda   .  764 

Canella  prcta   .  877 


Canelln  sassafraz  l.iiS2 

Congerana   .  824 

Caraahubelra   .  982 

Cetlro  vermelho   .  596 

Cedro  rosa   .598 

Copahyba   1.  073 

r.iveiro   .948 

Goncaio  alvea  (courbarll)  1.033 

Grossaby-azelto   .  053 

Ouarajuba   .  963 

Guarautaa   .  903 

Guarautna  1. 164 

Guatanbu  legltimo   .  797 

Inga-assu  —   .  64T 
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Ipe  tabaco  1. 048 

Ipe  nna   .  785 

Ipe  perola   .  933 

Itauba  preta  1.067 

Jacnranda  cabluna   .  S72 

Jacaranda  rosa  (bols  tie  rose)—  1. 106 

Javaranda  tan  1. 142 

Jacaranda  violeta  1. 155 

Jatahy   .002 

Jaqultiba  vermelho   .665 

Louro   .  923 

Massnranduba  grande  1. 079 

Olty   .792 

Oleo  pardo   .  067 

Oleo  Termellio  .1  .  954 

Pao  Brazil  1. 185 

Pao  ferro  1. 270 


Pequea  amarello  

Pequea  marflm  

Peroba  amarella  

Peroba  revessa  ,  

Peroba  rosa  

Peroba  treraida  


.871 
.836 
.794 
.852 
.929 
.823 
.685 
1.001 
.898 
1.032 
.963 
.997 

Turaman   .  771 

Ubatlnga  1.054 

Urlndeva  1. 055 

Vlnhatico  amarello  .  007 

ViDbaUco  testa  de  bol  .712 


Plnho  de  Parana  

Sapucata  assu  

Sapucala  commum  

Sapucaia  mlrim  

Tajuba  

Taplnhoan  


TaTorite  Woods — Prices  and  Freight  Bates. 

Most  in  use  here  is  the  peroba,  found  abundantly  in  the  southern 
portions  of  the  country.  It  is  of  a  light  yellowish  red.  The  grain  in 
one  variety  has  a  striped  effect,  suggestive  of  a  tiger's  markings. 
The  gurabuj  violet  wood,  or  goncalo  alves,  is  one  of  the  most  precious 
of  the  Brazilian  woods,  han^mer,  even,  to  tlie  Brazilian  taste  than 
the  dark  jacaranda,  which  is  sold  in  considerable  quantities  to  the 
United  States.  The  oleo  vermelho,  copahyba,  massaranduba,  imbuta, 
canella,  vinhatieo,  and  many  other  woods  have  rich  dark  tones  and 
handsome  veinings,  and  are  all  favorites  for  making  furniture  as  well 
as  for  parquet  flooring.  The  variety  of  natural  tints  in  Uiese  woods 
is  remarkable. 

These  hardwoods  are  usually  sold  by  the  ton,  the  log  being  freed 
from  bark  by  rough  adzing.  Prices  vary  considerably,  but  are 
usually  high,  from  $45  to  $60  being  often  paid  per  m^ric  ton  of 

2,204.6  pounds. 

Normal  freight  rates  seem  to  have  been  $6  to  $8  per  metric  ton,  but 
they  have  now  gone  as  high  as  $18.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why 
wood  cargoes  should  not  find  much  lower  freights,  provided  they  are 
ordered  in  sufficient  quantities,  upon  the  numerous  American  pailing 
ships  that  come  here  with  coal  and  return  in  ballast  or  go  to  the 
River  Plata  for  cargo. 

The  freight  rates,  per  metric  ton  of  2,204.6  pounds,  on  lumber  in 
southern  Brazil  from  interior  points  to  the  coast  and  vice  versa  may 
be  seen  in  the  following  table,  compiled  from  the  special  freight  tariff 
of  the  railroad,  whicli  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Commimica- 
tion  and  Public  Worlts  on  September  27, 1916: 

1  to  50  kilometers  (0.621  to  31.069  miles)  90. 0175  to  $0. 88 

51  to  100  kilometers  (31.69  to  62.137  miles)   .89    to  L  75 

101  to  200  kilometers  (62.758  to  124.274  miles)   1. 77 

201  to  300  kllomctei-s  (124.895  to  180.411  miles)   3.26 


301  to  400  kilometers  (187.032  to  248.548  miles)   4. 51 

401  to  BOO  kilometers  (249.169  to  310.085  miles)   5. 51 

501  to  000  kilometers  (311.306  to  372.822  miles)   6. 28 

601  to  700  kilometers  (873.443  to  434.959  miles)   6. 78 

701  to  1,000  kilometers  {435.580  to  621.37  miles)   7. 28 

1,001  to  1,500  kilometers  ((521.991  to  932.055  miles)   8.  75 

1,501  to  2,000  kilometers  (032.676  to  1,242.74  miles)  10.  81 

2,001  to  2,691  kilometers  (1,243.361  to  1,672.107  miles)  12. 46 


3. 25 
4.50 
5.50 
6.25 
6.75 
7.25 
aTO 
to  10. 78 
to  12.  43 
tolCSS 


Samples  Offered  by  Brazilian  Dealer. 

A  Eio  dealer  in  hardwoods  [whose  name  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  brancl^^^S^^^^^er 
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to  File  No,  67950]  states  that  he  has  recently  placed  a  cargo  of  jaca- 
randa  (50  tons)  with  an  American  firm;  that  his  banking  reference 
is  the  National  City  Bank,  of  New  York;  and  that  he  is  prepared  to 
send  u^on  request  to  any  well-known  American  firm  small  samples, 
measuring  14  bjf  6  by  1  inch,  of  the  woods  most  suitable  for  the  firm's 
purposes.  He  is  also  prepared  to  accept  orders  by  cable,  payments 
to  be  made  50  or  60  per  cent  of  the  total  against  documents  and  the 
remainder  after  inspection  of  the  cargo  upon  arrival.  This  house  also 
offers  to  submit  the  logs  prior  to  shipment,  at  the  purchaser's  expense, 
to  any  agent  that  the  purchaser  may  himself  designate  at  Kio  de 
Janeiro. 

BrastUan  Butness  Ken  ConierratlTe — ^Heed  of  American  InTettmenti. 

There  has  recently  been  some  little  excitement  among  lumber  mer- 
chants here  over  the  news  that  railway  sleepers  or  ties  are  needed  in 
large  quantities  in  one  of  the  belligerent  countries  of  Europe  and 
could  be  furnished  by  Brazil.  Typical  of  the  conservative  attitude 
toward  foreign  busoness  in  general  in  the  minds  of  a  certain  class 
of  local  business  men  is  the  statement  credited  in  a  recent  issue  of  a 
Rio  newspaper  to  a  large  owner  of  timberland  to  whom  this  propo- 
sition was  submitted.  After  saying  that  Brazil  could  undouotedly 
compete  with  other  countries — notably  the  United  States — in  furnish- 
ing the  required  railroad  ties,  he  expressed  the  belief  that  it  would  be 
very  difficult,  indeed,  for  Brazilians  to  fill  any  such  order,  because 
the  buyers  require  that  samples  and  prices  shall  be  submitted  at 
European  ports,  because  the  kinds  of  woods  of  which  samples  should 
be  sent  are  so  numerous,  because  of  war  risks,  and  because  of  the  lack 
of  guarantees  to  the  exporter.  He  closes  with  the  statement  that 
unless  70  per  cent  of  the  price  were  laid  down  in  advance  nothing 
could  be  done. 

This  incident  strengthens  the  opinion  formerly  expressed  from 
this  office  that  while  native  raw  products  abound  here  our  importers 
can  not  obtain  them  under  favorable  conditions  without  in  some 
sense  associating  themselves  in  a  partnership  with  the  Brazilian  ex- 
porter. He  of  t^  needs  financial  nelp,  but  he  also  needs  instruction 
in  American  business  methods.  An  mcalculable  amount  of  business 
can  be  done  here,  but,  as  in  all  other  Latin-American  countries,  it 
can  be  done  only  by  risking  some  capital.  These  are  not  "poor 
men's  countries")  our  American  merchants  can  not  merely  trade 
here — tiiey  must  invest  here.  And  there  is  every  reason  why  such 
investment,  if  carefully  and  reasonabW  made,  shoidd  yield  a  return 
three  or  four  times  as  great  as  in  the  United  States. 

[Two  samples  of  Brazilian  tmbuia  board  may  be  seen  at  the  Barean  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices,  whicb  wUl  also  supply  a  list 
of  dealers  In  Brazilian  woods.  Befer  to  file  No.  G0138  for  samples  and  67950 
for  list] 

Samples  of  thread  commonly  sold  in  the  Swatow  (China)  market 
have  been  received  from  Consul  George  C.  Hanson  at  Swatow,  and 
may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  69077.  A  dispatch  published 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  December  11, 1915,  told  of  the  constantly  in- 
creasing demand  for  foreign  thread  in  Swatow  and  of  existing  in- 
terest in  American  thread.  ^  . 
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STATUS  OF  T7HITED  STATES  IN  WORLD  CACAO  TBADE. 

The  United  States  is  the  world's  largest  consumer  of  cacao.  In  the 
twelvemonth  ended  June  30,  1915,  this  country  imported  192,306,634 
pounds  of  raw  cocoa  and  reexported  28,979,054  poimds,  making  the 
apparent  consumption  163,327,580  pounds.  In  the  iiscal  3'ear  1914 
the  apparent  consumjition  was  171,690,024  pounds;  in  1913,  132,- 
600,699  pounds;  in  1912,  140,084,115  pounds;  in  1911,  133,674,615 
pounds;  and  in  1910,  103,859,251  jwunds.  (imputed  in  the  same 
manner,  so  far  as  available  statistics  will  permit,  the  consumption  of 
cacao  beans  and  .shells  in  certain  European  countries  was: 


GoubMbi. 


IMxluin  (special  commorce): 

Calendar  yew,  1913  

S  moDtlM  ending  wilh  June,  I9I-L  

France  (general  conimeiTe): 

Calendar  year  1913  

(lender  year  1BI4  

B  months  ending  wltli  Beptember,  1915  

Ocrmui  Custom;  uolona  (general  oomnierce): 

Oetendtr  year  1013  

Netherlands  (specfnl  commerce): 

Calendar  year  1913  

Calendar  year  1914  

9  mouths  endbig  with  September,  1915  

I'nited  Kingdom  (general  oommerce): 

Calendar  year,  19H  

10  mootbs  endlnc  with  October,  1915  


Imparts. 


Praadt. 

^617,2U 

14,001,084 

122,  MR,  see 

135,215,8X4 
70,330,820 

144,028,31« 

103.197,015 
115,519,000 
73, 175,000 

g3,5II,2&l 
170,813,440 


Bcoporto. 


12,3U,H0 
7,243.879 

83,855.578 
62,523  990 
35,S£8,214 

»,  108,700 

»,  270, 239 
41,974,000 
15,232,000 

27,163,542 
49,001,009 


consomptkn. 


58.^,  9» 
72,6B1.83& 
34, 773. 'IS 

U1,8HLHJ 

71,«ZB,7» 
73,573,000 
S7,9a,0l» 

66,342.952 
121,812,377 


■  The  free  mrls  at  Hamburg,  Cuxbaven,  lirenierbaven,  and  Ooestemunde,  the  island  of  HolgcdaDd,  aodt 

tow  frontier  distrltis  In  Baden  are  aat  iiududed  In  tbe  Oennaa  Customs  Uiuon. 

ToTtnsars  Position. 

Portugal's  cacao  trade  is  almost  wholly  transit.  In  the  calendar 
year  1912,  while  that  Bepublic^s  special  imports  for  consumption 
amounted  to  only  521,101  pounds,  tne  reexports  of  cacao  benns  and 
shells  totaled  93,406,874  pounds;  in  1913  imports  for  consumption 
amounted  to  583,648  pounds  and  reexports  to  73,713,898  pounds: 
in  the  7  months  ending  July,  1914,  imports  for  consumption  amounted 
to  405,170  pounds  ana  reexports  to  43,757,198  pounds. 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  understood  how  important  is  Porta- 
gal's  position  in  the  world  cacao  trade.  Portugal  was  one  of  the  three 
countries  (the  other  two  being  Ecuador  ana  Brazil)  that  in  1911 
attempted  to  valorize  cacao  along  lines  similar  to  those  employed  in 
the  Talorizntion  scheme  for  Brazilian  coffee;  but  the  plan  fell 
through,  principally  because,  it  is  said,  its  originators  overestimated 
the  pioportion  of  the  world's  supply  contributed  by  the  countries 
concerned. 

Anomalous  Conditions  In  Cacao  Trade. 

The  cacao  trade  is  one  of  anomalies.  Practically  none  of  tbe  cacao 
is  consumed  in  the  countries  in  which  it  is  produced;  Hamburg 
handles  more  than  any  other  one  port  (importing  in  1913, 141,859,396 
pounds  of  cacao  benns  and  exporting  70,712,104 pounds),  but  prices 
are  fixed  at  the  London  auctions;  and  while  the  United  States  is  the 
largest  consumer,  it  neither  raises  cacao  nor  fixes  the  price  for  the 
enormous  quantities  which  it  annually  buys — and  buys,  it  should  be 
noted,  in  large  measure  direct  from  the  producing  countries.  The 
United  States  purchased  through  Europe  but  13  per  cent  of  its  total 

Digitized  by  Google 


GOMHBBOB  BBPOBm 


1179 


snpplies  of  raw  cocoa  in  1915,  22  per  cent  in  1914,  30  per  cent  in 
1913,  21  per  cent  in  1912,  22  per  cent  in  1911,  and  19  ber  cent  in  1910. 

This  anomalous  situation  of  direct  purchases  at  Europe-reflated 
prices  is  due  to  the  lack  of  an  American  cacao  exchange.  The  need 
for  such  an  institution  is  admitted  by  all  the  leading  cacao  users  of 
tlie  United  State&  There  is  no  other  commodity  of  like  importance 
that  does  not  have  a  regularlv  organized  board  of  arbitration;  and  a 
regularly  organized  board  oi  this  kind  would  not  only  facilitate  the 
settling  of  those  disputes  that  inevitably  arise  in  any  trade,  but  once 
it  was  known  that  such  a  board  existed  greater  care  would  be  taken 
in  the  selection  of  cacao  intended  for  the  United  States. 
Pemaaeat  Board  of  Arbitratlra  Sanevted. 

At  present,  when  disputes  arise  between  a  broker  and  a  manufac> 
turer  these  two  call  in  a  third  man  and  some  a^eement  is  then 
reached.  In  many  cases  this  is  unsatisfactory,  and  it  seen^  to  be  the 
consensus  of  opinion  that  a  permanent  arbitration  board  should  be 
established.  It  was  suggested  to  a  representative  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  this  board  should  consist  of 
seven  members — three  manufacturers,  two  brokei^,  and  two  mer- 
chants, to  be  chosen  by  the  trade  as  a  whole  once  a  year. 

With  such  a  board  in  existence,  the  opinion  has  been  expressed  that 
New  York  would  become  the  cacao  center,  as  it  has  the  coffee  center, 
of  the  world.  A  small  beginning  has  already  been  made,  for  in 
the  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  the  United  Stat^  reexported  to  other 
countries  28,979,054  poimds  of  raw  cocoa,  as  contrasted  with  ship- 
ments totaling  4,577,622  pounds  in  1914,  7,438,473  pounds  in  1913, 
5,284,830  pounds  in  1912,  4,383,726  pounds  in  1911,  and  4,808,819 
pounds  in  1910.  Even  with  this  great  gain  (which  can  be  ascribed 
to  war  conditions)  the  shipments  form  only  an  exceedingly  small 
proportion  of  the  total  world  trade.  If  the  United  States  is  ever 
to  assume  a  leading  position — and,  as  the  world's  chief  consumer, 
such  position  is  not  a  wildly  impossible  ambition — greater  stability 
must  first  be  given  to  American  transactions  through  proper  trade 
organization  and  through  cooperation  between  the  importers  tiiem- 
selves. 

American  Imports  DnrlD?  Last  Six  Tean. 

In  this  connection  the  extent  and  sources,  of  the  United  States 
imports  of  crude  cocoa  during  the  last  six  fiscal  years  and  the 
changes  which  the  European  war  wrought  in  this  trade  in  1915 
should  be  of  special  interest : 
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The  $11,784  worth  bought  in  1915  from  "all  other  countries"  was 
made  up  of  imports  of  crude  cocoa  from  British  Honduras,  valued  at 
$'2,4iJ4;  Canada,  $343;  Guatemala,  $36;  Danish  West  Indies,  $100; 
Dutch  West  Indies,  $2,502;  Chile,  $36;  Peru,  $11;  Australia,  $5,807; 
other  British  Oceania^  $181 ;  and  German  Oceania,  $344. 


Amerioaa  Reexports  of  Crade  Ooeoa. 

The  portion  that  was  reexported  and  the  countries  of  destinati(m 
during  the  same  six  yeai-s  were: 
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American  Firmi  Should  Iiy  for  Foreign  Markets. 

Nearly  all  of  the  balance  was  actually  used  in  the  United  States,  for 
shipments  of  cocoa  and  chocolate  prepared  or  manufactured  in  the 
United  States  (exclusive  of  confectionery)  -were  valued  at  only 
$471,358  in  the  fiscal  year  1910,  $498,694  in  1911,  $514,266  in  1912, 
¥376,336  in  1913,  and  $336,940  in  1914.  In  1915  these  exports  in- 
creased to  $1,934,166,  but  this  gain,  as  in  the  case  of  reexports  of 
cacao,  can  be  attributed  to  war  conditions,  since  $862,816  worth  went 
to  Denmark  (which  country  had  bought  but  $20  worth  in  the  previous 
five  years),  $232,434  worth  to  the  Netherlands  (against  $13,054  in 
1914),  and  $177,731  worth  to  Sweden  ^which  country  purchased  no 
American  cocoa  in  the  five  years  preceding) . 

Of  the  shipments  of  chocolate  bonbons,  no  separate  record  is  k^t 
in  American  official  statistics.  They  are  included  with  confectionery 
of  all  kinds,  of  which  the  exports  in  the  fiscal  year  1910  amounted  to 
$784,629;  in  1911,  to  $990,125;  in  1912,  to  $1,046,144:  in  1913,  to 
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$lj282,196;  in  1914,  to  $1,329,147;  and  in  1915,  to  $1,222,794.  That 
this  trade  should  receive  the  more  earnest  attention  of  American 
bonbon  manufacturers  has  long  been  urged  by  confectionery  journals, 
which  see  in  the  foreign  field  an  outlet  for  the  products  of  American 
factories  that  now  he  practically  idle  several  months  each  year 
because  of  the  falling  off  of  the  domestic  demand  during  summer. 

Treatment  of  the  Cacao  Bean. 

The  small  cftcao  "  bean  "  which  is  consumed  in  such  vast  quantities 
in  the  United  States  and  Europe  is  the  product  of  trees  of  the  genus 
Theobroma,  the  most  important  secies  of  which  is  Theohroma  cacao. 
This  should  not  be  confounded  with  the  cocoa  palm,  which  produces 
coconuts,  nor  with  the  shrub  Erythroan/lon  coca^  from  which  the 
alkaloid  cocaine  is  obtained.  Concerning  the  cacao  bean  and  its 
preparation  for  the  market  a  well-lmown  reference  work  says: 

The  frutt  Is  somewhat  like  a  cucumber  tn  shape  and  ts  6  or  8  Inches  long, 
yellow,  and  red  on  the  side  next  the  sun ;  the  rind  is  thick  and  warty ;  the  pi;lp 
Bweetish  and  not  unpleasant ;  the  seeds  are  numerous,  compressed,  and  not  unlike 
almonds,  with  a  thin,  pale,  reddish-brown,  fragile  skin  or  shell,  covering  a  dark* 
brown,  oily,  aromatic,  bitter  kernel,  which  consists  mostly  of  the  wrinkled 
cotyledons.  These  seeds  are  the  cacao  beans  of  commerce. 

The  cacao  tree  produces  largw  seeds  tn  cultivation  than  tn  a  wild  state.  The 
tree  bears  In  four  or  five  years,  attatiu  Its  fall  Ttgor  and  productiveness  in  12 
years,  and  generally  yields  two  principal  crops  a  year.  When  gathered  the 
fruit  Is  subjected  to  four  to  seven  days'  fermentation  in  earthen  vessels  or  in 
heaps  on  the  ground,  or  It  is  burled  for  a  while  in  the  earth  until  the  pulp 
becomes  rotten.  The  last-named  method  is  said  to  produce  the  best  cacao 
("earthed  cacao,"  or  cacao  terre).  The  fermentation  is  Induced  by  an  unor- 
ganized ferment  inherent  In  the  pod,  and  upon  the  proper  handling  of  the  bean 
during  this  period  largely  depends  the  quality  of  the  product.  After  fermenta- 
tion the  beans  are  hulled  and  are  carefully  dried  under  uniform  conditions  of 
heat  and  moisture.  The  average  yield  per  tree  under  favorable  conditions  will 
readi  7  pounds  annually  of  cured  cacao ;  nsnally,  however,  the  yldd  is  trom  2  to 
3  pounds  per  tree,  or  400  to  000  j^dhds  per  acre. 

Its  Various  Uses. 

In  manufacturing  cacao  the  seeds  are  screened,  roasted,  and  decorticated,  the 
kernel  being  known  as  cacao-nibs.  The  hulls  make  a  cheap  substitute  known  as 
mtserabile.  About  two-thirds  of  the  fat  Is  removed  and  placed  on  the  market  in 
cakes  known  as  cocoa  butter  and  is  used  for  emollients,  etc.  The  residue  the 
cacao-nibs  is  ground,  boxed,  and  sold  as  "  cocoa,"  or  is  pressed  Into  cakes  after 
being  sweetened  and  is  known  as  "  chocolate." 

Cacao  is  very  nutritious.  The  principal  constituent  of  cacao  beans  Is  the  soft, 
solid  oil  which  forms  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  whole  shelled  bean,  atraat  22 
per  cent  being  starch,  gum,  mucilage,  etc.,  and  17  per  cent  being  gluten  and  albu- 
men. They  contain  also  a  cr}*stalliznhle  principle  called  theobromine. 

Nine-tenths  of  cocoa  Is  assimilated  In  the  system.  For  dietetic  use  cocoa  Is  pre- 
pared In  sev^al  ways ;  it  Is  made  into  chocolate.  It  Is  eaten  In  the  solid  state  in 
the  form  of  cakes  and  bonlwna,  or  is  scraped  down  and  treated  with  boiling  water 
or  milk.  When  cacao-nibs  are  Infused  In  water,  like  coffee,  they  yield  a  highly 
palatable  beverage.  An  Infusion  of  the  broken  and  roasted  shells  of  cacao  beans 
Is  sometimes  used  In  the  same  way  as  tea  or  coffee.  The  pulp  of  the  fruit  Is  eaten 
la  the  countries  in  which  the  tree  grows,  and  a  kind  of  spirit  is  obtained  from  it 
by  fermentation  and  distillation. 


Tests  of  paper  made  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  dur- 
ing the  month  of  November  included  214  samples  for  the  various 
Government  dcnartments  and  independent  establishments,  120  sam- 
ples for  the  PudUc  Printer,  and  2  for  private  firms,  a  total  of  336 
samples  for  the  month. 
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THE  FOBT  OF  VLADIVOSTOK  IN  1914. 

[  l/lllcoiioiDlsto  Europ^n,  Nov.  5.] 

The  Eusso-French  Chamber,  of  Commerce  at  Petrogi'ad  has  pub- 
lished an  intei-esting  study  of  the  poi*t  of  Vladivostok  in  1914, 
^'hich  is  in  substance  as  follows: 

At  the  beginning  of  1914  tlie  great  commercial  activity  encouraged 
the  hope  that  the  movement  of  trade  would  surpass  the  figures  Tor 
1913  and  reach  about  1,800,000  short  tons.  The  realization  of  this 
hope  was  rendered  the  more  probable  by  the  fact  that  the  financial 
market  of  Vladivostok  was  noticeably  stronger,  owing  to  the  credits 
offered  by  the  State  Bank  to  various  branches  of  the  local  industries, 
which  were  greatly  depressed  by  the  crisis  of  1912-13.  However,  the 
war  so  disturbed  business  that  the  total  movement  was  less  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  It  must  be  noted  that  the  activity  of 
the  port  was  suspend^  for  six  weeks.  In  September  the  port  resumed 
business,  but  to  a  much  more  limited  extent,  because  the  customary 
traffic  with  the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea  ceased,  and  the  steamers  that 
were  en  route  and  had  put  in  at  neutral  ports  had  to  return  to  the 
ports  from  which  they  had  departed.  Moreover,  commercial  inter- 
course with  northern  Europe  had  for  yeai's  been  carried  on  by  ves- 
sels flying  the  German  flag,  and  in  spite  of  efforts  to  that  end  Am^- 
cans  and  Japanese  were  unable  immediately  to  replace  European 
goods.  Fortunately,  local  merchants  had  stocks  sufficiently  large  not 
only  to  prevent  a  crisis  but  to  prevent  prices  from  reaching  an 
alarming  height. 

During  the  venr  1914,  542  vessels,  of  840,78T  tons,  entered  the  port 
of  Vladivostok,  against  600  vessels,  of  973,609  tons,  in  1913.  In  1914 
tlie  number  of  vessels  that  departed  from  Vladivostok  was  543,  with 
a  tonnage  of  842,626,  against  604  vessels  in  1913  representing  976,296 
tons. 

The  most  important  expoi-ts  from  Vladivostok  are  merchandise 
from  Manchuria,  especially  beans,  oil  cake,  and  hempseed.  In  1914 
the  exports  of  Manchurian  products  amounted  to  388,000  short  tons, 
valued  at  $10,300,000.  Exports  of  merchandise  of  local  origin 
amounted  to  30,700  tons,  valued  at  $1,751,000,  nn  increase  in  value 
over  the  figin*e  for  the  preceding  year.  The  abundant  fish  of  the 
northern  waters  could  not  be  sold  advantageously  because  the  mar- 
kets of  England  and  Germany,  which  ordinarily  take  all  that  is 
offered,  were  inaccessible  and  the  merchants  h:;d  to  sell  caviar  and 
fidhi  on  the  interior  Kussian  markets.  M^ood  dealers  also  wera  in  a 
somewhat  critical  position,  but  they  were  successful  toward  the  end 
of  the  year  in  sending  to  England  considerable  quantities  of  wood  of 
excellent  quality. 

Commerce  with  China  and  Japan  showed  some  increase;  there 
were  sold  considerable  quantities  of  herrings  and  other  fish,  fertil- 
izers, wood,  and  staghorns.  Exports  of  the  last-named  product  have 
considerably  augmented  since  sufficient  inducements  were  offered  to 
farmers  in  the  Ussuri  district  to  engage  in  deer  raising.  Exports  of 
aspen  wood,  which  is  used  in  Japan  for  making  matches,  fell  off, 
owing,  it  is  supposed,  to  sufficient  stocks  in  Japan.  The  high  fi*eight 
rates  also  may  have  had  some  influence. 

In  imports  at  Vladivostok  the  first  place  among  foreign  countries 
was  held  by  Japan,  which  supplied  the  following  products:  Copper, 
3,720  tons ;  clean  rice,  2,890  tons  j  cement,  2,170  t<^^^^  GoOqIc 
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BEW  ZEAUlHO  AFFLES  FOB  SOUTH  AXEBICA. 

I  Co  nan]  Qeiratal  Alfred  A.  Wbulotr,  Aneklancl,  Nov.  9.] 

New  Zealand  fruit  growers  market  about  150,000  cases  of  apples 
uinually  in  South  America,  and  this  Government  has  taken  steps  to 
see  if  the  amount  can  be  greatly  increased.    The  Agricultural  De- 

gartment  sent  a  commissioner  to  Eio  de  Janeiro,  ]m>ntevideo,  and 
luenos  Aires  to  study  the  markets  and  arrange  for  representatives  to 
liandle  business.   In  his  published  report  he  says: 

The  total  market  la  Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  Brazil,  for  the  average  class  of 
apples  from  New  Zealand,  Is  at  present  about  15U,000  cases  In  round  numbers. 
If,  however,  our  apples  are  graded  cnrefully  for  quality  and  packed  to  standard 
on  the  American  system,  and  with  reliable  uniformity  eqoal  to  American,  then  I 
believe  that  we  could  depend  upon  a  market  for  at  least  200,000  cases.  I 
should  expect  the  demand  to  increase  year  by  year  from  a  gradual  retail 
cheapening  of  fruit  and  a  widening  popularity  for  the  apple  aud  a  general 
tendency  In  iSouth  America  toward  a  higher  standard  of  living,  all  combined 
With  a  growing  population.  The  market  is  not  unlimited,  as  we  In  New 
Zealand  sometimes  have  been  led  to  believe,  and  our  main  export  outlet  for 
ordinary  sized  apples  must  be  looked  for  In  the  Northern  Hemisphere.  8outb 
America,  however,  appears  to  me  likely  to  t>e  particularly  valuable  as  providing 
a  highly  profitable  market  in  future  years  for  off  sizes — ^for  dessert  apples  above 
2}  inches,  which  would  be  too  large  for  Northern  Hemisphere  markets. 

The  apples  shipped  from  this  country  are  of  a  very  fine  flavor 
and,  itt  the  main,  keep  well,  but  are  not  so  nicely  packed  as  is  usual 
at  home. 


AUEBICAK  COirSUIAB  OFFICERS  OK  lUTE  OF  ABSEHOE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  abwnce  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 

jurisdictions : 


Name. 

Poet. 

Kxpfra- 
tion  of 
wnue. 

Additos. 

Pock,  Willys  R  

Robertoon,  W.  Henry  

TMSart,  O.B  

Sfto  Paulo,  BraiU  

Araoy,  China  

Canton,  Chlut  

Boenoa  Aires,  Argen- 
tina. 

SIm]M;hat,C)ittw  

Loureaco  U  a  r  a  u  es. 

FortuKuese  East 

Africa. 

Vera  Cms,  Mexico  

Cornwall,  Cauda  

Dec.  31 
...do... . 
Jan.  31 
Jan.  I 
Jan.  31 

Dec.  31 

Jan.  S 
Dec.  31 

F«b.  1 
Jan.  5 

Fsb.  17 

DepartmeDt  of  State, WadUngtoo,  D.  C 

Do. 
Do. 

liCWos,  Del. 

Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestle  Con^ 
merce.   Room  40B,  Customhouse, 
Now-^ork.N.  Y. 
Do. 

Lotus  Club,  110  W«t  FiRr-seventb 
Street,  New  Yoft  City. 

Winchester,  Ind. 

3607  Eleventti  Street  MW.,  Wuhlng- 

ton,  D.  C. 
1S3  CborCh  attwt,  HobOa.  Ala. 

Ifaracaibo,  VoMtnds. 

«  Tbe  toor  of  American  dtlM  by  Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  of  Sbanghal,  Includes 
Rochester,  Albany,  Caoajobartc,  New  Yotk,  Detroit,  Cblcaxo,  Seattle,  Tacoma,  Portland, 
end  San  Frandsco,  concluding  at  thp  latter  place  Jan.  4,  1916.  He  will  confer  witb  liual- 
ness  men  at  these  places  who  are  interested  In  trade  In  Cblno. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Aoom  409  United  States  Gustomhoase ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
VUted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chieaso,  6M  Federal  Building;  St  lonis,  402  Third 
Vational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  OAee  Bnllding;  ITew  Orleans,  1020  * 
Hibernia  Bank  Building;  San  Franelseo,  306  United  States  Customhonse;  Seattle, 
988  Alaska  Bnildlng.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
Bene;  Cineinmatl,  Chamber  of  Coainieroe;  Los  Angeles.  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
■  Setr^tft,  Board  of  Oommeree;  Philadelphia*  Chamber  of  Commeroe. 
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COMMEBCE  REPORTS. 


POBEION  T&ABE  OFFOBIUJIlTiJUS. 

[Where  nddrewra  nre  omitted  ther  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Barcaa  or  Its  diatrirt 

ofllceM.] 

Buntinff  and  cJoth  for  flags,  No.  19639. — An  American  conanlar  officer  In  Brnsll 

rei>oi*ts  tlmt  the  cuusulate  hns  had  inquiries  for  buuting  aud  cloth  for  flags. 
It  Is  requested  that  manufacturers  send  at  onca  catalogues,  price  li^s, 
samples  of  different  colors  and  grades  of  cloth,  as  well  as  all  Inforniatioo 
In  regard  to  shipment.  Terms  are  cash  ngntnst  documents  at  port  ot, 
destiuatlon.  However,  if  90  days'  sight  draft  should  be  allowed,  bank 
references  will  be  given. 

Machinery  lor  paper  dips,  No.  19040. — An  American  consular  officer  reports  that 
a  commission  firm  In  Portugal  desires  to  be  placed  iu  communication  with 
manufacturers  of  machinery  used  for  making  paper  clii>s.  GorresponduKe 
should  be  in  Portuguese. 

Bromide  paper.  No.  19641. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  Spain 
states  that  a  man  desires  to  import  monthly  200  meters  of  bromide  tiaper, 
18  centimeters  wide  by  20  meters  long.  Corresiwndence  should  be  iu 
Spanish. 

Cheap  cigars  and  leaf  tobacco,  No.  10642. — ^A  mannfactnrera*  agent  In  l!>aDce 
Informs  on  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  establish  commer- 
cial relations  with  exporters  of  cheap  cigars  and  leaf  tobacco.  Samples  of 
the  cigars  desired  may  be  inspected  at  tbe  Bureah  or  its  district  offlce& 
<Befer  to  File  No.  70151.)  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  I.  f.  port  of  destina- 
tion.  Samples  are  requested.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

J.inen  thread,  No.  19643. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  Import  raw  linen  thread.  In  ship- 
ments of  1,000  klios,  for  manufacturing  cunvus.  Gash  will  be  paid  against 
documents  In  the  United  States.   Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Boots  and  shoes,  findings^  etc..  No.  19644. — A  letter  to  the  bureau  from  a  com- 
mission mercluint  In  Russia  states  that  he  Is  Interested  In  corresponding 
with  manufacturers  of  boots  and  shoes  for  women  and  children,  also  but- 
tons, shoe  laces,  shoe  dressing,  etc.   Bank  referencen  are  given. 

Gelatine  capsules,  metal  paper  fasteners,  etc..  No.  19645. — A  report  from  an 
American  consular  officer  In  England  states  that  a  firm  in  that  country 
desires  to  Import  gelatine  capsules,  metal  paper  fasteners,  small  cedar- 
wood  sticks  for  paintbrush  handles,  small  cakes  of  water«olor  pointa, 
etc.  It  is  stated  that  the  firm  Is  In  a  position  to  purchase  these  articles  In 
large  quantities.   Bank  references  are  given. 

Underwear,  hosiery,  etc..  No.  19G46. — A  letter  to  the  bui-eau  from  n  busiuees 
man  !n  British  Guiana  states  that  he  desires  to  represent  manufacture  of 
fleece-IIned  shirts ;  cheap  and  finer  grades  of  hosiery  for  men  and  women ; 
stiff  finish  blue  drllbi;  and  prints.  The  Inquirer  states  he  would  be  glad  to 
represent  American  firms  Interested  In  rice,  nuts,  and  other  products  grown 
in  that  country. 

Tin  cans.  No.  19647. — An  American  consular  ofilcer  In  France  reports  that  a  com- 
mission agent  desires  to  purchase  20,000  tin  cans  used  In  tlie  distribution  of 
oil,  metal  polishes,  Tarnishes,  paints,  and  other  liquids  for  industrial  par 
poses.  The  cans  arc  made  in  the  shape  of  a  bottle  with  a  screw  stopper  and 
rubber  washer,  and  the  sizes  are  1  liter  (1.05668  liquid  quarts),  i  liter,  i 
liter,  and  i  liter.  Inquirer  is  willing  to  open  a  confirmed  credit  account  with 
an  American  bank  and  meet  reasonable  reqniremaits  In  the  matta*  of  pay- 
ment and  shipment. 

Dry  goods.  No.  19648. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  states  that  a 
firm  In  Canada  desires  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  dry  goods  as 
wdl  as  other  lines,  with  a  view  .to  representing  them  In  that  country. 

General  representation.  No.  19649.— A  letter  to  the  Bureau  trora  a  business  man 
In  Spain  states  that  he  desii-es  to  travel  In  South  America  for  American 
firms.  He  E3>eaks  English,  French,  I'ortuguese,  Italian,  and  Spanish.  Bef- 
erenees  are  given. 

WAsntmrox :  aovMnniiT  Mimira  omca:  w> 
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OBGAHIZATION  OF  SWISS  IHFORT  SYNDICATE. 

[Cablegram  from  Amerloan  mlnUter,  Berno,  recolved  Doc.  24.1 

The  syndicate  for  the  supervision  of  the  importation  of  iron,  steel, 
and  other  inetnls  under  the  Soci^tS  Suisse  de  Surveillance  has  been 
organised  at  Zurich  and  will  begin  its  operations  January  1,  191G. 

NOBWEOIAH  EHBABOO  OH  SASBIirES. 

[CnbloKram  from  Americau  consul  Kenoral,  Christiana,  Doc.  22,] 

.  Siirdines  preserved  in  oil  and  rubber  cement  have  been  added  to 
pmlucts  the  exportation  of  which  from  Norway  is  prohibited. 

DECEEASE  IN  FKENCH  WINE  PEODUCTION. 

[Cablpftriim  from  Comniprclnl  Attach^  C.  W,  A,  Vcdltz.  Paris.  Dec.  23.J 

The  French  tax  authorities  report  a  great  decline  in  tlie  wine 
output,  which  is  estimated  at  18,100,790  hectoliters  (478.181,870  gal- 
lons), as  against  56,134,150  hectoliters  (1,482,938,405  gallons)  in  the 
preceding  year,  omitting  for  both  years  figures  for  the  territory 
occupied  by  hostile  forces.  AVith  about  7,000,000  hectoliters  (184,- 
900,000)  gallons  left  over  from  last  year,  the  total  now  available 
for  consumption  is  25,100,000  hectoliters  (063,100,000  gallons).  The 
yield  of  the  southern  vineyards  showed  the  greatest  decrease.  The 
Herault  region  produced  15,000,000  hectoliters  (3!>G,2G6,000  gallons) 
last  year  and  5,000,000  hectoliters  (132,069,000  gallons)  this  year, 
while  the  Gironde  production  fell  from  5,000,000  hectoliters  (132,- 
089,000  gallons)  to  1,000,000  hectoliters  (26,418,000  gallons). 

[A  previous  estimate  of  this  year'n  Freoch  wine  production  was  published  Irt 
Gouueiu;e  Reports  for  Dec.  11, 1915.] 

EMBABOO  ON  HAY  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  General  Jobo  0.  Foster.  Ottawn,  Doc.  17,] 

The  shipment  of  hay  from  Canada  to  the  United  States  was  pro- 
hibited by  an  order  of  December  16,  which  limits  the  countries  to 
■which  hay  may  be  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  British  pos- 
sessions and  protectorates,  France,  Italy,  Japan,  and  Russia  (except 
Baltic  ports).  Under  tl\c  former  regulations  the  diipment  of  hay 
destined  for  consumption  in  the  United  States  was  permitted. 
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COST  OF  FEODUCTION  IN  EOSIEKT  ZNSVSTET. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Commerce, 

addressed  to  the  President,  submitting  a  report  on  the  ccKSt  of  pro* 
duction  in  the  hosiery  industry: 

December  SS,  191S. 

Mt  DsAit  Mb.  President: 

I  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  report  on  the  cost  of  production  In  the  hosiery 
industry,  prepared  in  compliance  with  tlie  act  of  Congress  approved  August 
23.  1912. 

niis  iB  the  second  of  a  series  of  reports  respecting  the  cost  of  prodaction  In 
differmt  branches  of  the  clothing  industry.''/ however,  confined  to  the 
cost  of  production  exclusively,  but  In  conformity  with  the  law  deals  also  with 
working  conditions,  factory  equipment,  selling  methods,  imports  and  exports, 
and  other  trade  conditions  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  hosiery  IndustiT. 
It  cODtains  practical  suggestions  with  regard  to  efficient  factory  management, 
and  is  in  purpose,  and  I  beiieve  In  fact,  u  scientific  study  of  the  Industry  la  Its 
various  phases.  It  will  be  followed  by  several  further  reports  covering  other 
forms  of  the  clothing  Industry. 

This  Inquiry  differs  from  others  in  the  respect  that  investigation  was  opposed 
at  the  annual  convention  of  the  National  Hosiery  and  Uuderweor  Hanufoc- 
turers,  held  in  Philadelphia  May  12-14, 1914,  as  is  descrit>ed  on  page  29.  Because 
of  the  action  of  their  association,  24  manufacturers  refused  to  furnish  data 
r^rdlng  the  cost  of  production  in  their  establishments.  Fifteen  out  of  these 
24  were  In  Philadelphia.  Notwithstanding  this  action  of  the  convmtlon,  r^rts 
were  secured  from  3C  members  of  the  National  Hosiery  and  Underwear  Maoa- 
facturers  who  manufactureil  hosiery  and  from  14  members  who  manufactured 
knit  underwear. 

The  report  Includes  Information  obtained  from  73  establishments,  located 

in  16  States. 

The  average  manufacturing  profit  on  capital  employed  was  11.56  per  coot 
Details  of  profits  and  losses  are  fully  given  in  the  report.  The  salaries  of  active 
officers  and  r'rtners  were  Included  in  the  cost  of  production  before  profits  were 
figured,  and  depreciation  was  added  as  an  expense  before  profits  and  losses  were 
computed,  ilany  establishments  were  found  to  keep  no  depreciation  accounts 
and  only  20  out  of  the  73  studied  had  reserves  for  depreciation.  There  were 
large  variations  in  the  percentages  of  cost  of  production  and  the  percentages  of 
profit.  Some  establishments  have  such  crude  systems  of  cost  finding  that  they 
do  not  know  exactly  or  even  approximately  their  profit  or  loss  on  certain  styles. 
The  industry  suffers  from  lack  of  an  adequate  cost-finding  system.  A  variety 
of  methods  exists  for  calculating  the  charge  for  general  expense,  and  many  of 
the  methods  are  very  crude.  This  leads  to  unintelligent  price  making  and 
ruinous  competition.  Most  hosiery  manufacturers  admit  that  the  lack  of  an 
accurate  and  uniform  method  of  cost  finding  Is  a  drawback  which  seriously  Inter- 
feres with  the  prosperity  of  the  Industry-.  There  is  ahst^ute  need  of  potting 
manufacturing  establishments  on  an  economical  and  efficient  basla,  and  aceortte 
cost  accounting  Is  an  essential  factor  In  so  doing. 

The  industry  suffers,  as  do  other  forms  of  the  clothing  trade,  from  snch  evils 
as  cancellations,  returns  and  allowances,  deferred  shipments,  extra  dating,  etc. 
These  have  been  prevalent  for  years  and  seem  to  increase.  They  have  been  made 
tlie  subject  of  frank  comment  in  the  trade  press.  (Pp.  108-170^  uwl«  beadlag 
"Trade  Abuses.") 

The  use  of  antiquated  machinery  and  the  failure  to  keep  maclilnery  1.  proper 
condition  are  causes  of  waste  of  material  and  of  the  production  of  "  second^** 
which  leads  to  manuf^uring  losses.  This  targtiy  accounts  for  the  excesslTe 
and  keen  competition  of  which  much  Is  heard.  The  manu&ctnrer  using  an  old 
type  of  machine,  being  unable  to  sell  In  normal  comp^ltlon  with  tlie  i^odnct  of 
improved  machines,  has  to  cot  his  price,  and  this  forces  competition  of  the  cot* 
throat  kind. 

Your  attention  Is  especially  invited  to  the  facts  concerning  the  Imports  and 
exports  of  hosiery  given  on  pages  46-48.  Most  of  the  Importations  are  of  cheapff 
grades  of  full -fashioned  cotton  hosiery,  a  large  part  of  them  consisting  of 
children's  full-fashioned  hose,  of  which  but  little  Is  manufactured  In  the  United 
States. 

It  Is  Interesting  to  note  the  facts  (p.  90)  showlfiig  that  profits  are  not  neces- 
sarily coincident  with  low  labor  cost  or  that  an  establishment  whose  intvoitloo 
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of  expendltnre  for  labor  wns  lower  tlinn  others  pnkl  less  to  Its  employees  tlinn 
those  others.  The  average  labor  cost,  based  on  total  inamifacturliig  and  Hell- 
ing expense,  is  found  to  vary  from  17.22  per  cent  for  one  group  of  factories  to 
83.74  i»er  cent  for  another,  the  average  for  the  entire  73  establisimieuts  being 
28.83  iier  cent.  The  duty  on  imports  of  cotton  hosiery  under  the  existing  law 
averages  44.00  per  cent  (p.  99). 

Under  the  heading  of  "  Mamifactnrlng  and  selling"  (p.  14«)  tiic  views  of 
maDiifaetnrcT»  are  stated.  The  competition  in,  the  industry  is  severe ;  so  mnch 
so  that  n  mauufactnrci*  who  was  Interviewed  stated  tliat  it  was  not  so  much 
foreign  coiui>etItlon  that  wm  luirting  tlie  liosiery  business  as  llerce  domestic  com- 
petition. But  small  capital  is  required  to  start  mailing  seamless  hosiery,  and  for 
this  reason  hundreds  ot  such  plants  have  sprung  up  all  over  the  country  in 
recent  years.  During  tiie  year  1914^  92  new  hosiery  mills  went  Into  operation,  ot 
which  42  were  in  rennsylvanla  oiid  18  In  North  Carolina. 

It  has  l)een  the  purpose  of  the  department  in  the  conduct  of  this  Inquiry  to 
present  a  true  picture  of  the  industry,  including  the  adverse  conditions  under 
whicli  manufacturers  admittedly  labor,  and  to  offer,  as  far  as  pos^ble,  sugges- 
tions tlwt  may  tend  to  Improve  those  conditions. 

The  thanks  of  the  department  are  tendered  to  those  many  manufacturers  who 
itare  in  the  broadest  spirit  of  cooperation  assisted  tlie  officers  of  the  service  in 
their  work. 

It  Is  earnestly  Imped  that  the  studies  now  completed  may  be  fruitful  of  good 
to  the  entire  Industry. 

Yours,  very  truly,  William  0.  Bbdfieui,  Secretary. 

Has  Pbbsident, 

The  WlUte  House. 


BESUMFTION  OF  ROTJTINO  THBOTTOH  PAKAHA  CANAI. 

The  foUowinff  memorandum  has  been  issued,  dated  December  22, 
1915,  by  Maj.  i.  C  Boggs,  United  States  Corps  of  Engineers: 

There  have  l>een  several  reports  recently  in  the  newspapersi  regardins  tho 
passage  of  vessels  through  the  Panama  Canal.  A  cablegram  asking  for  Infor- 
mation was  sent  to  the  governor  on  the  Istluuus  and  a  reply  dated  December 
21  has  been  received,  from  which  It  would  seem  tlmt  a  temporary  opportunity 
to  pass  small  craft  dravrlng  about  151  feet  or  less  was  taken  advantage  of 
and  certain  vessels  which  had  been  h&d  since  the  canal  was  closed  were  nllowcd 
to  pass  the  slides  on  December  20. 

If  a  similar  opiwrtunity  offers,  a  few  additional  vessels  of  a  greater  draft, 
which  have  also  been  held  since  the  closure  of  the  canal,  will  probably  he  passed 
through,  but  the  governor  warns  that  conditions  are  unstable  and  it  Is  Impos- 
sible to  estimate  In  advance  wlmt  the  probable  available  channel  wUI  be  at  any 
succeeding  date. 

Tlie  governor  still  states  that  no  predictions  con  be  mndo  of  the  probable 
date  of  opening,  and  he  Is  extremely  anxious  to  prevent  a  premature  resump- 
tion of  tho  routinK  of  ships  via  the  canal  which  would  be  sure  to  embarrass 
tho  work  and  would  roKult  in  the  delay  of  the  final  oijoning  of  a  stable  channel. 
He  also  calls  attention  to  the  fact  tliat  such  a  premature  resumption  would  l>e 
expensive  to  slilpping  Interests  on  account  of  unavoidable  delays  to  ships  that 
might  have  to  bo  Iield  for  nn  Indefinite  period. 

Wlicn  conditions  are  such  as  will  [wrmit  an  arairnte  prediction  relative  to 
the  opening  of  the  canal  all  interests  will  be  promptly  notlfled. 

F.  C.  BoQos. 

Sfajor,  Corp*  of  Engincen,  V.  8.  A.,  Chief  of  Offlve. 


VESSELS  ADinTTED  TO  AMERICAN  BEGISTBr. 

During  the  four  weeks  ended  December  18,  1915,  there  was  nd- 
mitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of  August  18, 1914,  one  ves- 
sel, the  steamer  Comtitucwn^  formerly  the  Ecuadoreim  steiuuer 
ffatasu,  of  3,358  grcss  tons,  now  owned  by  tlic  Caribbean  &  Southern 
Steamship  Co.  (Inc.)  (home  port  to  be  stated  hater).  The  total  ad- 
mitted from  July  1  to  December  18,  1915,  was  23  vessels  of  00,354 
gross  tons. 
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AinnrAL  sefobt  of  cohmissioneb  of  HATiaAnoH. 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  NaTigation 
to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  3D,  1915, 
which  has  just  been  issued,  the  merchant  marine  of  the  United  States, 
including  all  kinds  of  documented  shipping,  comprised  on  June  SO 
last  26,701  vessels  of  8,389,429  gross  tons,  as  compared  with  26,943 
vessels  of  7,928,688  gross  tons  one  year  earlier.  The  year's  absolute 
increase  in  tonnage,  460,741  gross  tons,  has  never  been  equaled  in  our 
history.  While  the  total  tonnage  has  increased,  the  number  of  docu- 
mented vessels  has  decreased  242,  saillny^!ressels  alone  decreasing  593 
in  number.  The  decline  in  the  number  of  vessels  with  an  increase  in 
the  total  tonnage  is  a  normal  result  of  the  development  of  water  trans- 
portation. The  size  of  vessels  has  been  steadily  increasing  since.steel 
and  steam  came  into  general  use.  In  tonnage  and  value  the  mendiant 
shipping  under  the  Ajnerican  flag  is  surpassed  only  by  that  under  the 
British  fla^,  and  in  tonnage  it  equals  that  under  any  other  two  foreign 
flags  combined  except  the  British. 

American  shipping  registered  for  the  foreign  trade,  included  in  the 
figures  above,  numbered  on  June  30,  1915,  2,794  v^sels  of  1,871,543 
gross  tons,  an  increase  during  the  year  of  389  vessels  and  795,391  gross 
tons.  This  increase  is  three  tmies  as  great  as  the  increase  in  regii^red 
tonnage  during  any  previous  year  in  our  history. 

Tonnage  enrolled  and  licenced  for  the  coasting  or  domestic  trade 
on  June  30,  1915,  numbered  23,907  vessels  of  6,517,886  gross  tons,  a 
decrease  of  631  vessels  and  334,650  gross  tons  since  June  30, 1914. 

During  the  past  year  under  the  ship  registery  act  of  August  18, 

1914,  a  total  of  148  vessels  and  of  523,361  gross  tons,  v^ued  at 
$33,392,756  and  manned  by  6,149  men,  were  transferred  from  foreign 
flags  to  the  American  flag  and  register.  These  transfers  in  most  cases 
involved  a  change  only  in  the  ownership  of  record,  made  possible  by 
the  act  referred  to,  which  enabled  American  owners  to  place  under 
their  own  flag  ships  built  in  foreign  countries. 

Bblpyards  on  Seaboard  How  Bnslly  Employed. 

During  the  year  1,157  vessels  of  225,122  gross  tons  were  built  and 
documented  in  the  United  States,  compared  witii  1451  vessels  of 
316,250  gross  tons  for  the  previous  year.  The  output  is  the  smallest 
since  1898,  and  was  anticipated  in  the  report  for  last  year  because  of 
the  general  depression  in  shipbuilding  and  other  industries  prevailing 
in  the  summer  and  early  autumn  of  1914.  Our  shipyards  on  the  sea- 
board at  the  present  time  ore  busily  employed  and  the  output  for  the 
year,  at  present  prospects,  will  probably  reach  400,000  gross  tons.  Oa 
June  30,  1915,  the  seaboard  yards  reported  that  62  steel  vessels  of 
294,138  gi'oss  tons  were  under  construction  or  under  contract  to  be 
built,  a  tonnage  which  has  not  been  approached  at  the  corresponding 
date  in  the  last  15  years  except  in  1901,  when  63  vessels  of  273,865 
gross  tons  were  so  reported. 

The  receipts  from  tonnage  duties  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 

1915,  were  $1,315,425.30,  compared  with  $1,310,759.03  for  the  previous 


The  organization  of  the  field  force  to  carry  out  the  laws  relating  to 
radio  communication  has  been  improved  during  the  year,  and  in  con- 
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sequence  it  has  been  possible  to  carry  on  more  fully  the  inspection 
^stem  through  the  seaboard  States  and  the  States  bordering  on  the 
Great  Lakes.  The  Bureau  has  begun  to  assemble  records  of  marine 
casualties  in  ^hich  the  wireless  system  on  ships  insi>ected  by  the  de- 
partment contributed  to  the  saving  of  life  and  property.  Incomplete 
returns  for  the  past  fiscal  year  show  36  such  casualties  and  in  every 
instance  the  apparatus  worked  satisfactorily,  the  auxiliary  set  taking 
up  the  work  of  the  communication  when  the  main  set,  through  the 
nature  of  the  casualty,  was  i>,ut  out  of  commission.  Budio  operators 
have  set  for  themselves  high-  standards  of  courage  and  devotion  to 
duty. 


EXHIBIT  AT  THE  UNITES  STATES  COAST  AHD  GEOHETIC  SUBVET. 

In  connection  with  the  Second  Pan-American  Scientific  Congress 
the. offices  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  at  205 
New  Jersey  Avenue  southeast,  will  be  open  to  the  public  from  9  a.  m. 
until  5.30  p.  m.  every  day,  except  Sunday,  and  January  1,  from 
December  27  to  January  8.  Visitors  will  be  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  view  the  methods  and  the  results  of  the  work  of  this  Bureau,  and 
there  will  be  some  one  on  hand  at  all  times  to  act  as  guide  and  to  ex- 
plain the  exhibits.  There  will  be  an  exhibit  of  nautical  charts,  sur- 
vey plats  and  records,  dia^ams,  and  publications.  The  exhibit  will 
also  mclude  the  surveying  instruments  which  are  used  by  this  Bureau, 
particularly  those  which  have  been  designed  in  the  Bureau.  A  tide- 
predicting  machine  which  was  designed  and  constructed  at  this  office 
will  be  on  exhibit  and  visitors  will  have  an  opportunity  to  see  this 
machine  in  operation,  making  actual  predictions  for  use  in  the  next 
tide  tables.  Attached  to  each  exhibit  will  be  a  sliort  explanation, 
written  in  both  English  and  Spanish. 


FREE  ABUISSIOH  OF  UOTOH  VEHICLES  IN  PARAaVAT. 

IConaul  SnmaGl  U.  Wiley,  .IstincloD,  Not.  13.) 

A  law  enacted  November  8,  1913,  provides  that  xmused  vehicles, 
including  automobiles  and  motor  trucks,  togetlier  with  their  acces- 
sories and  spare  parts,  shall  be  exempt  from  import  duty  in  Para- 
guay for  a  period  of  two  years  from  that  date.  The  suspended  duty 
on  motor  vehicles  imported  into  Paraguay  amounts  to  C2  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  including  surtaxes.  [Under  a  law  promulgated  Sept. 
16, 1914,  motor  vehicles  were  to  be  exempt  from  duty  for  a  period  of 
one  year  from  that  date  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  17,  p.  124).] 


Tlie  official  statement  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  Coinmoiiwealth 
of  Australia  regarding  the  scheme  agreed  upon  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  States  for  dealing  with  the  new 
wheat  crop  has  been  received  from  the  American  commercial  attache, 
.William  C.  Downs,  at  Melbourne,  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conmierce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  958.  Reference  to  this  agieement  was  made  in  Comsiercb 
Sepobts  for  December  11, 1915. 
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ANHITAI  BEPOBT  OF  COKKIBSIOHEB  OF  FISHERIES. 

The  annual  report  of  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fisheries 
to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  shows  that  the  bureau  has  just  com- 
pleted the  most  successful  of  the  45  years  of  its  existence.  The  num- 
ber of  fish  produced  and  distributed  was  greater,  and  the  co^  of 
production  per  million  less  than  in  any  previous  year.  Fifty  perm»r 
nent  hatcheries  and  76  subhatcheries,  auxiliaries,  and  e^-collecting 
stations  have  been  conducted,  and  the  output  during  the  fiscal  year 
1915  was  over  four  billion  young  fish  .^{jd.  eggs,  an  increase  of  more 
than  241,000,000  over  the  previous  year.  .^iPlante  of  food  fishes  were 
made  in  every  State  and  territory;  fish  eggs  were  distributed  to  the 
fish  commissions  of  27  States;  and  consignments  of  eggs  were  sent  to 
Porto  Rico,  Cuba,  India,  and  Japan.  The  distribution  of  the  output 
required  more  than  146,000  miles  of  travel  by  the  five  special  cars 
of  the  bureau  and  491,000  miles  by  detached  messengers. 

The  introduction  of  the  humpbadk  salmon  of  the  Pacific  coast  into 
Maine  streams,  which  last  year  was  an  experiment,  is  now  a  rc»li(^, 
as  numbers  of  these  fish  were  taken  during  the  summer  of  1915  m 
the  Maine  rivers;  furthermore,  ripe  eggs  have  been  taken  from  them — 
a  proof  positive  of  thorough  acclimatization.  The  counterexperi- 
ment  of  transplanting  the  Atlantic  lobster  in  Pacific  waters  is  still 
in  progress. 

Deoline  of  LolntcT  Indnttry — Dimlantlon  of  SJud. 

The  steady  decline  of  the  lobster  industry  has  been  a  source  of  great 
uneasiness.  The  causes  of  this  decline  are  well  known,  and  a  con- 
ference of  fisheiy  experts  was  held  in  Woods  Hole  early  in  July  to 
consider  just  what  remedy  should  be  a{>plied  to  the  alarming  situ- 
ation. Hesolutioi^  adopted  dearly  point  out  the  course  that  the 
States  must  pursue  to  arrest  the  decline  and  show  the  need  for  greater 
efficiency  in  artificial  propagation. 

The  marked  diminution  of  the  shad  also  presents  a  serious  prob- 
lem. Shad  are  caught  in  every  coast  State  from  Maine  to  Florida  and 
have  for  many  years  formed  a  substantial  contribution  to  the  food 
supply.  Now,  because  of  inadequate  protection  afforded  the  fish  on 
their  way  from  the  sea  to  the  spawning  groimds,  the  supply  is  being 
rapidly  depleted.  Shad  hatcheries  built  and  maintained  at  great 
expense  by  the  Federal  Government  have  been  put  out  of  commis- 
sion by  the  inability  to  obtain  eggs  for  hatching  purposes.  The  most 
serio\is  condition  exists  in  the  Chesapeake  Basin,  where  las^  year  the 
fishery  was  the  poorest  ever  known. 

The  pearl-button  industry  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  is  reposing 
much  faith  in  the  output  of  fresh-water  mussels  from  the  Fairport 
(Iowa)  biological  station  of  the  bureau.  The  fresh- water  mu^ 
begins  its  life  as  a  parasite  on  the  gills  of  fishes,  and  part  of  the  work 
of  the  Fairport  laooratory  is  infecting  fishes  with  these  parasites— 
a  process  which  in  no  way  injures  l£e  fish  but  merely  provi(ks  a 
vehicle  for  transporting  the  mussels  to  the  places  where  they  mature 
and  become  of  commercial  value.  About  300,000,000  young  mufflels 
were  thus  put  into  suitable  nurseries  in  1915. 

VtUiiatioa  of  Food  Tlihes  Heretofore  Wasted. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  done  and  is  doing  much  for  con? 
serration  and  utilization  of  food  fishes  which  luve  heretofore  faeea 
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wasted.  Each  year,  when  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers,  with 
their  various  tributaries,  overflow  their  banks  and  later  recede,  mil- 
lions of  young  fish  are  left  stranded  in  temporary  pools  or  whci-e  in  a 
short  time  they  would  perish.  Rescue  work  is,  however,  imdertaken 
by  the  bureau,  and  in  1915  over  eight  million  valuable  food  fish  were 
saved  and  delivered  to  applicants,  deposited  in  public  waters,  or  re- 
turned to  the  main  rivers.  Another  phase  of  this  work  is  the  exploit- 
ing of  unknown  or  little-known  food  fishes  and  other  aquatic  products. 
The  campaign  carried  on  by  the  bureau  put  the  sea  mussel,  a  whole- 
some food,  for  centuries  higHfy'regarded  in  Europe,  on  the  American 
market  as  a  regular  article,  and  establislied  a  permanent  and  growing 
industry.  This  work  has  been  extended  to  other  neglected  sea  foods, 
and  still  further  exploitation  is  promised,  the  recent  establi^iment  of 
the  tilefish  being  a  case  in  point.  Aid  is  ^ven  also  to  fisheries  already 
established,  and  during  the  past  year  fishing  grounds  off  the  coasts  of 
Washington  and  Oregon,  whose  existence  was  never  suspected  or 
whose  precise  location  was  unknown,  have  been  surveyed  and  tested 
and  a  marked  impetus  has  been  given  to  local  fisheries. 

As  the  correspondence  of  the  Bureau  shows  a  widespread  interest 
in  frog  culture,  the  services  of  a  skilled  investigator  have  been  se- 
cured to  study  the  matter  and  find  a  means  for  the  propagation  of 
this  important  species  on  a  conunercial  basis.  The  great  fijSieries  of 
Alaska,  carried  on  in  accordance  with  Federal  laws  administered  by 
the  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  were  more  prosperous  in  1914  than  in  any 
previous  year.  The  catch  of  salmon  was  the  largest  ever  made,  and 
the  output  of  red  salmon  in  the  Bristol  Bay  region  was  enormous. 

The  Alaskan  seals  constitute  the  most  valuable  herd  of  wild  animals 
ever  owned  by  any  Government,  and  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  is  their 
custodian.  The  revenue  to  the  Government  from  the  sale  of  seal 
skins — when  commercial  killing  is  resumed — will  be  very  large,  and 
efforts  are  being  made  to  find  uses  for  the  seal  carcasses  aside  from 
the  compartively  small  number  reauired  by  the  natives  for  food. 
The  old  practice  of  using  on\y  the  sMn  and  wasting  the  carcass  can 
no  longer  be  countenanced.  In  February,  1915,  Congress  authorized 
the  Secretary  to  postpone  the  sale  of  the  sealskins  then  in  his  posses- 
sion until  a  more  propitious  time.  The  Department  now  has  several 
thousand  skins  in  storage,  and  a  plan  has  been  consummated  whereby 
the  dyeing  and  dressing  of  the  skins,  heretofore  done  in  London, 
will  be  carried  on  in  this  country,  resulting  in  a  great  saving  to  the 
Government  and  a  reduction  in  die  price  of  the  finished  article  to  the 
consumer.   " 

BBmSH  EHBABGO  CHAITGES. 

[CBblegrnm  from  consul  general,  London,  Dec.  22.] 

The  exportation  of  hematite  pig  iron  and  of  iron  and  steel  smelting 
scrap  to  all  destinations  is  prohibited,  and  the  exportation  of  the  fol- 
lowing products  to  all  destinations  other  than  British  possessions  has 
been  forbidden:  Bichromate  of  soda,  bladders,  casings  and  sausage 
skins,  colchicum  and  its  preparations,  solid  drawn  steel  tubes,  and 
wireless  telegraph  apparatus.  Material  for  telegraphs  and  tele- 
phones, vegetable  fibers  and  yarns  made  therefrom  (not  including 
linen  yams  at  present  free  from  embargo  restrictions)  may  not  be  ex- 
ported  to  countries  in  Europe.  ^^^^^^^  Google 
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ITEW  OBLEAKS  TO  HAVE  UAKY  COnVEHTIONS. 

A  list  of  the  conventions  already  booked  for  New  Orleans,  La., 
during  1916,  prepared  by  the  convention  and  tourist  bureau  of  the 
New  Orleans  Association  of  Commerce,  has  been  received  from 
Commercial  Agent  E.  £.  Judd,  in  charge  of  the  New  Orleans  branch 
office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  The  names 
of  tlie  organizations  and  the  respective  secretaries  or  persons  who 
can  furnish  detailed  information  are: 

Rotary  Clabs,  district  No.  12  (Louisiana. ^exas),  January  12-13,  W.  H. 
Klchardson,  jr.,  Austin,  Tex. 

Rotory  Clubs,  district  No.  5  (Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama),  Jamiaiy 
32-13.  B.  C.  Brown,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Laymen's  Missionary  Convention  (special),  January  23-26,  Rer.  S.  H.  Wer- 
tein,  chairman,  5830  Prytania  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 

"  Southeastern  Kansas  Boosters"  tilp,  January  24  or  27,  George  T.  Goema^, 
jr.,  ctiairman,  Independence,  Kans. 

Gulf  Foreign  Frelsht  Committee,  January  24-25,  B.  B.  Boyd,  chairman^ 
2222  Transportation  Building,  Chicago,  lit. 

National  t'orelgn  Trade  Council,  January  27-29,  Robert  H.  Patcbln,  aeen> 
tary,  &4  Stone  Strtet,  New  York  City. 

Southern  Association  of  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers,  January  or  S^bmary, 
B.  0.  Brown,  secretary.  New  Orleans,  Ln. 

American  Gynecological  Congress,  February  11-13,  Dr.  Leroy  Brown,  asoe- 
tary,  148  West  Seventy-seventh  Street,  New  York  City. 

Southern  Socioli^ical  Congress,  March  27-30,  J.  E.  UcCnlloch,  secretary, 
Kashville,  Tenn. 

National  Association  of  Real  Estate  Exchanges,  March  28-31,  Walter  OL 
Piper,  president,  400  Holden  Building,  Detroit,  Midi. 

Medico-Psychological  Association,  April  4-7,  Dr.  C.  Plerson,  Jackson,  La. 

Southern  (Conference  for  tMucatlon  nnd  Industry,  April  18-21,  A.  P.  Boor- 
land,  chairman,  508  MacLachlon  Building.  Washington,  D.  O. 

American  Nurses'  Association,  April  26-May  2,  Miss  Katharine  DeWitt,  aeo 
retary,  45  South  Union  Street,  Rochester.  N.  Y. 

Natioual  Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing,  April  2G-May  2,  Miss  SUa 
Phillips  Crandall,  secretary,  54  East  Thirty-fourth  Street,  New  York  City. 

International  I^eogue  of  Nursing—Education,  April  26-May  2,  Miss  Emma  L. 
Wall,  3527  C^rondelet  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Nntionol  Itetail  Grocers'  Assoclotion,  April,  J.  J.  Ryan,  secretary,  820  Oma- 
merce  Building,  St.  Paul,  Minu. 

Oil  Mill  Machinery  Manufacturers'  Supply  Association,  May  24-26,  W.  H. 
Marshall,  secretary,  Chattanooga,  Teun. 

National  Oil  Mill  Superlntendeuts'  Association,  May  25-26,  F.  P.  Morris,  sec- 
retaiT,  Purcell,  Okla. 

Railway  Development  Association.  May,  H.  0.  Hartzell,  secretary,  care 
B.  &  O.  R.  R.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Louisiana  State  Medical  Society,  spring,  Dr.  J.  Martin,  secretary,  New- 
Orleans,  La. 

Louisiana  Railway  Surgeons'  Association,  qprlng: 
Order  of  Eastern  Star  (State),  spring. 

Trl-State  Launderera*  Association,  spring,  J.  H.  McConulck,  secretary,  Mobile 

Ala. 

American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  spring,  Calvin  W.  Rice,  secretary. 
20  West  Twenty-ninth  Street,  New  York  City. 

International  Association  of  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Worters.  September 
18--27,  Harry  Jones,  secretary,  422  Central  Life  Building,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

National  Association  of  Fish  and  Game  Commissioners,  October  12-14. 

Young  Men's  Business  Clubs  of  America,  October  12-14,  Harold  P.  NaUioiw 
Hennen  Building,  Hew  Orleans,  La. 

American  Fisheries  Society,  October  10-19,  Ward  T.  Bower,  secretary*  Boreni 
of  Fisheries,  Washington,  D.  C. 

American  Railway  Bridges  and  Building  Association,  October  17-19,  O.  A. 
Llchty,  secretary,  core  O.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.,  207  North  Howard  Avenue,  Aostla 
Station,  COilcogo,  HI. 

Digitized  by  Google 


OOMMEBCB  BEFOBTS. 


1193 


Railway  Gardenlds  Association,  December  10-19,  J.  S.  Butterfleld,  secretary, 
Lee's  Suramlt,  Mo. 

Southern  Agricultural  Workers,  fall,  Prof.  C.  A.  "Wilson,  secretary,  KnoxvlUe, 
Tenn. 

National  Association  of  Professional  Baseball  Clubs,  fall,  J.  H.  Farrell,  secrer 
tary,  Auburn,  N.  T. 

American  Association  of  Dining  Car  Superintendents,  date  undecided,  F.  M, 
Dow,  secretary^  I.  G.  R.  R.,  Ghicaeo,  III. 

Amearican  Aasocfation  of  Park  SuiNVintendents,  fall,  Roland  W.  €!otterlU,  sec- 
retary, Seattle,  Wash. 


XNGZJSH,  NOT  SVaHSlSM,  SPOKEN  IN  JAHAICA. 

[CoDBitlnr  Agpftt  Henry  T.  Wllcoi.  Port  MoriaJ 

Many  business  men  in  the  United  States  seem  to  be  under  the  im- 
pression that  Spanish  is  spoken  in  Jamaica,  and  some  American  ex- 
porters are  injuring  their  cause  by  sending  advertising  matter  to  this 
island  that  is  not  printed  in  English.  It  is  common  for  catalogues 
in  Spanish  to  be  rec^ved  at  this  office,  and  occasionally  the  im- 
port^ in  this  district  complain  of  the  same  thin§.  The  following 
letter  received  at  this  ogency  from  one  of  the  promment  storekeepers 
of  Fort  Maria  shows  how  the  business  men  of  Jamaica  feel  in  regard 
to  the  matter: 

I  periodically  receive  tbe  inclosed  ctrcnlar,  wbich,  as  you  will  observe,  is  so 
much  waste  jmper  to  me. 

I  should  be  glad  If  you  would  point  out  the  absurdity  of  sending  catalogues 
printed  in  Spanish  to  a  British  colony. 

Surely  your  countrymen  ought  to  realize  that  Jamaica  belongs,  and  has 
belonged  for  some  considerable  perio<l,  to  tbe  British  Empire,  and  If  your  good 
friends  are  really  desirous  of  placing  their  goods  on  tbe  market  here  they  could 
do  so  much  more  effectively  by  soidlns  catalt^es  printed  in  tbe  laugnage  of 
the  country. 

This  is  the  second  time  that  the  writer's  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  Spanish  edition  of  the  trade  journal  referred  to  is 
being  sent  here.  On  the  first  occasion  a  letter  was  written  from  this 
office  to  the  publishers  advising  them  of  their  mistake,  but  no  reply 
yvBS  received.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  incidents  should  occur, 
especially  at  a  time  when  there  is  such  a  good  opportunity  for  placing 
American  goods  in  Jamaica. 

While  the  United  States  already  enjoys  a  large  share  of  the  trade 
of  Jamaica,  there  is  plenty  of  opportunity  to  increase  it,  and  if 
American  exporters  are  careful  to  see  that  their  advertising  matter 
and  correspondence  are  in  English  they  will  remove  one  of  the  Ja- 
maicans' few  causes  of  complamt  with  regard  to  American  business 
methods. 


Unusual  increases  in  the  five  years  from  1909  to  1914  are  shown  for 
the  city  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  in  the  preliminary  statement  on  the  census 
of  manufactures,  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
In  the  order  of  their  importance,  from  a  percentage  standpoint,  the 
increases  for  the  several  items  rank  as  follows:  Salaries,  238.9  per 
cent;  capital,  178,2;  materials,  148.4;  value  of  products,  147.7 ;  value' 
added  by  manufacture,  146.9;  wages,  117.5;  primary  horsepower, 
97.4;  and  wage  earners,  83.1  per  cent.  The  capital  invested,  as  re- 
ported in  1914,  was  $3^08,000,  a  gain  of  $2,055,000  over  $1,153,000 
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OANABIAN  TBABINO-STAMF  ACT. 

[Consul  Oenoral  Jobo  O.  Foster,  Ottawa.] 

Tlie  trading-stamp  scheme  is  supposed  to  liave  originated  in  the 
United  States  about  tlie  year  1895.  It  was  introduced  into  Ciinada 
nearly  five  yeiii-s  later.  Briefly  described,  trading  stamps  consisted 
of  printed  coupons  or  stamps,  usually  about  the  sbe  of  postage 
stamps,  which  were  sold  by  certain  companira  or  individuals  to 
merchants,  who  in  turn  gave  them  out  to  customers  as  premiums  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  goods  purchased.  In  some  cases  the 
stamps  were  redeemed  by  the  merchants  themselves,  but  the  practice 
that  obtained  almost  exclusively  in  Canada  was  to  have  the  stamps 
redeemed  by  the  companies  or  mdividuals  who  sold  them,  who  gave 
in  exchange  for  a  certain  number  of  stamps  various  articles  of  mer- 
chandise. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  introduction  of  trading  stamps  in  Canada 
that  complaints  began  to  arise  concerning  the  system.  It  was 
claimed  amonff  other  things  that  the  value  given  to  customers  was 
about  one-hall  or  one-third  the  stated  value  of  the  stamps  or  the 
prices  paid  by  merchants  for  the  stamps;  that  the  stamps,  being 
sold  by  the  promoters  of  the  system  to  only  a  few  merchants  in  one 
locality,  created  a  monopoly  in  restraint  of  trade  in  favor  of  a  few 
trading-stamp  people;  and  that  the  system  was  demoralizing  in  its 
effect  upon  the  poorer  classes  of  consumers,  owing  to  the  element 
of  lottery  which  it  contained. 

PiOTislons  of  Certain  Seotlons. 

In  1901  the  question  of  trading  stamps  received  legislative  atten- 
tion in  Ontario,  in  which  year  and  in  subsequent  ;^ears  the  Province 
passed  laws  empowering  municipalities  to  prohibit  the  giving,  sell- 
ing, distributing,  or  receiving  of  trading  stamps,  coupons,  or  similar 
devices.  In  the  Province  oi  Quebec,  also,  similar  legislation  was 
passed.  The  need  for  Dominion  legislation  arose  from  the  fact  that 
the  Ontario  and  Quebec  legislation  was  held  to  be  unconstitutional 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  tiie 
Dominion  Parliament  to  enact  laws  i-elating  to  trade  and  commerce. 
During  the  summer  of  1905  a  bill  was  introduced  into  Parliament, 
and  subsequently  passed,  which  Act  added  several  new  sections  to 
the  Criminal  Code  respecting  trading  stamps,  among  them  being: 

"Tradinj;  stamps"  iiichulPs,  besides  trndlns  stamps  commonly  so  called,  any 
form  of  cash  receipt,  coupon,  premium  ticket,  or  other  device  deslgneil  or  in- 
tended to  be  given  to  tlie  purchaser  of  goods  by  the  vendor  thereof  or  Uis 
employee  op  asent  nnd  to  represent  a  discount  on  the  price  of  such  goods  or  a 
premium  to  the  purchaser  thereof  which  Is  recleemnble  either : 

(I)  by  any  person  other  tlmn  the  vendor  or  the  person  from  whom  lie 

purchased  tlie  goods,  or  the  manufacturer  of  the  goods,  or 
(II)  by  the  vendor  or  the  person  from  wliom  lie  purchased  the  goods,  or 
the  manufacturer  of  the  gootls,  in  cash  or  goods  not  his  pr(^ 
erty  or  not  his  exclusive  property,  or 
(III)  by  the  vendor  elsewhere  tluin  In  the  premises  where  such  goods 
are  purchased ; 

or  which  does  not  show  upon  its  face  the  place  of  its  delivery  and  the  mer- 
chantable value  thereof,  or  Is  not  redeemable  at  any  time. 

Every  one  is  guilty  of  an  Indictable  offense  and  liable  to  one  year's  ImprisoD- 
ment  and  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  $500  who,  by  himself  or  his  employee  or  ae«it 
directly  or  Indirectly  Issues,  gives,  sells,  or  otherwise  dleposea  of.  or  offers  to 
Issue,  give,  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  trading  stamps  to  a  mmthant  or  dealer 
lu  goods  for  use  In  bis  business. 

Digitized  by  LjOOglC 


OOMMSBOB  BEPOBTS. 


1195 


EJvery  one  Is  guilty  of  an  Indictable  offense  and  liable  to  six  months*  imprison- 
ment and  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  $200  wbo,  being  a  merchant  or  dealer  In  goods, 
by  himself  or  his  ranployee  or  ^lent,  directly  or  indirectly  gives  or  In  any  way 
disposes  of  or  offers  to  give  or  in  uny  way  disposes  of  trading  stamps  to  a  pur- 
chaser from  him  of  any  such  goods. 

Every  one  Is  guilty  of  nn  offense  and  liable,  on  summary  conviction,  to  a  fine 
not  exceeding  $20  who,  being  a  purchaser  of  goods  from  a  merdiant  or  dealer 
in  goods,  directly  or  indirectly  receives  or  takes  trading  stamps  from  the 
vendor  of  such  goods  or  his  employee  or  agent 


COTTON  WASDINfi  EOS  CANABY  ISXJUTDS. 

[Consal  George  K.  SUles,  TeDsrlffe,  Not.  8.] 

Approximately  13,000  bales  of  "guata,"  a  species  of  thin  cotton 
wadding,  will  be  required  in  Canary  Island  ports  within  the  next 
eight  months  to  assist  in  packing  the  forthcoming  banana  crop.  Aa 
the  previous  source  of  supply,  tne  Manchester  cotton  factories,  are 
unable  to  furnish  the  ent^  amount  needed,  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  dispose  of  American  cotton  would  seem  to  be  offered. 

Sales  made  this  week  ran  as  high  at  $29  spot  cash  per  bale  on  the 
wharf  in  this  port  for  a  small  lot  from  Manchester,  and  dealers  in 
pacldng  material  declare  the  article  very  hard  to  obtain.  A  bale  of 
cotton  wadding  weighs  156  pounds  net  and  168  pounds  gross.  The 
present  supplj;  is  coming  entirely  from  the  Manchester  cotton  center, 
although  previous  to  the  war  much  came  from  Holland. 

In  addition  to  the  general  difficulties  of  war  freights,  the  British 
Government  has  placed  an  embargo  on  an^  shipments  of  cotton 
wadding  to  the  Canaries  except  under  special  Government  orders, 
which  are  not  easily  obtained. 

Spanish  packing  firms  are  anxious  to  find  out  if  American  cotton 
factories  can  supply  them  at  the  same  or  lower  prices  than  are 
charged  by  the  Manchester  spinners. 

The  guata  bales  are  made  up  and  packed  in  the  following  manner: 
120  pieces  of  wadding  to  each  bale;  each  piece  12  yards  long,  weigh- 
ing 22  ounces;  width  of  wadding,  34  to  35  inches;  total  length  in  bale, 
1,440  yards.  These  bales  are  wrapped  in  stout  canvas  coverings  and 
are  strongly  compressed  with  thin  iron  bands. 

The  number  of  bales  to  the  ton  of  2,240  pounds  is  13.3.  The  ocean 
freight  rate  direct  from  New  York  to  Canary  ports,  based  on  figiires 
for  similar-class  freight  arrived  in  i-ecent  cargoes,  should  be  $17  per 
ton.  The  freight  rate  via  Liverpool  to  Canary  ports  would  approxi- 
mate per  ton,  and  via  Habana  should  be  about  ^5  per  ton,  for 
this  class  of  merchandise,  unless  in  small  quantities,  when  the  price 
is  decidedly  hi^er.  As,  however,  the  present  selling  price  of  guata 
in  this  district  is  about  $400  per  ton,  the  freight  rate  is  less  im- 
portant than  the  ability  to  secure  shipment,  which  is  now  proving 
difficult. 

[Samples  of  the  Manchester  guatn  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices,  which  will  also  supply  a  list  of  buyers 
of  gnata  In  the  Canary  Islands.  Refer  to  file  No.  09894.] 

SWEDEH  KAISES  EXCHANOE  BATE  ON  DANISH  BILLS. 

[American  Ulnister  Ira  N.  Morris,  Stockholm,  Not.  17.] 

In  connection  with  the  difference  in  value  of  Swedidi  and  Danish! 
crowns  the  State  Bank  has  raised  the  rate  of  exchange  on  Danish 
bills  to  1^  per  cent.  ^  i 
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THE  BOOROW  WOOD  OF  SOCIETY  ISLANDS. 

[Conaul  Thomas  B.      Larton.  P«[iccte,  Tabltl,  Oct.  30.] 

The  Ochroma  lagopns  (the  corkwood  of  the  British  West  Indies, 
the  balsa  of  South  America,  and  the  boorow  or  pimin  of  the  South 
Pacific  Islands)  is  found  in  abundance  not  only  in  Tahiti  but  in 
nearly  evei-y  island  in  this  consular  district.  Two  varieties  are 
recognized — the  hard  and  the  soft — ^both  growing  from  the  same 
roots.  Locally  the  varieties  are  not  considered  as  distinct  species, 
but  their  different  structure  is  attributed  to  the  environment  of  the 
plant — to  the  temperature,  fertility,  and  degree  of  moisture  of  the 
soil  in  whicli  it  grows,  and  to  other  extrinsic  influences  conducive  to 
rapid  growth.  Given  the  conditions  favorable  to  quick  development 
onlv,  the  softwood  will  be  found.  In  less  suitable  surroundings 
botli  varieties  may  occur  (tlie  hard  predominating),  the  degree  of 
toughness  of  the  wood  depending  in  such  casra  upon  the  age  of  the 
trunks  or  branch^  themselves. 

There  are  no  dealers  in  boorow  in  this  colony.  The  wood  has  no 
commercial  value  locally  and  has  never  been  exported,  except  per- 
haps in  very  small  quantities.  It  is  chiefly  used  as  outriggers  for 
native  canoes,  owing  to  its  lightness  and  j^reat  buoyancy,  and  for 
firewood.  The  leaves  of  the  plant  are  believed  to  possess  valuable 
medicinal  properties,  and  are  extensively  employed  by  the  natives 
in  the  treatment  of  hemorrhoids. 

ITo  local  Prices  Obtainaltle. 

Almost  all  of  the  boorow  in  the  colony  will  be  foimd  growing  on 
private  property  (where  it  is  considered  a  pest),  although  it  also  oc- 
cupies a  large  area  of  public  land.  The  plant  being  valueless  here,  it 
is  impossible  to  estimate  the  cost  of  the  wood  where  it  stands,  and 
for  the  same  reason  the  price  of  even  1  cord  hauled  and  delivered 
on  board  ship  can  not  be  stated.  The  native  landowner  might  be 
willing  to  dispose  of  the  wood  without  profit  to  himself  i^ould  he 
receive  an  offer  to  clear  his  acres  of  the  encumbering  growth,  or  sud- 
denly finding  it  endowed  with  value  he  might  name  a  proliibitive 
price.  For  boorow  standing  on  public  lands  the  Government  would 
decline  to  quote  prices  offhand,  but  would  first  insist  upon  some 
form  of  contract  or  agreement. 

An  order  for  several  cords  placed  with  a  native  would  produce 
unsatisfactory  results.  He  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  cut  and  sliip 
only  the  quality  and  length  of  wood  I'equired.  No  one  else  here 
would  undertake  to  supply  the  demand  tmiess  for  very  large  orders. 
The  naming  of  an  agent  to  purchase  the  wood  and  arrange  for  its 
forwarding  before  the  situation  had  been  carefully  investigated 
would  not  be  advisable. 

How  to  Handle  the  Trade. 

The  only  feasible  method  to  be  employed  in  obtaining  boorow  from 
this  colony,  should  the  demand  be  large  enough  to  warrant  the 
expense,  would  be  to  send  a  representative  who  might  inquire  into  the 
local  production,  study  tlie  questions  of  labor  and  transportation, 
and  enter  into  agi-eements  with  the  Government  and  native  land- 
owners. 
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There  are  no  railroads  in  an^  of  the  idands  in  the  colony  and  no 
wagon  roads  exce|>t  in  Tahiti.  The  transportation  of  the  wood 
from  the  neighboring  islands  to  Papeete  (the  only  port  of  ship- 
ment) would  nave  to  be  by  specially  chartered  sailing  crafts.  In 
Tahiti  a  few  motor  trucks  owned  by  the  merchants  might  be  avail- 
able; in  the  outlying  islands  pack  mules  and  horses  would  have 
to  be  employed. 


AHEBIGAN  CONSUIAB  OXTICEBS  ON  lEATE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  il^Hyular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  rislative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Port. 

Expira- 
tion of 
vanna. 

Address. 

Psck,  Wniys  R  

RotwttKm,  W.  Henry  

Taotart.O.B  

nonald,  Oeorga  K  

Bonmy,  WObwt  L.k  

8fto  Paalo,  Bmifl  

Amof,  China  i... 

Boenoa  Atrea,  Argen- 
tina. 

SbanKhai.Cbtaw  

Louienco  If  a  r  a  n  a  a. 

Fortusaose  East 

Afrkff. 
Vara  Cms,  Uasloo. . . . 
ComraU,  Canada  

llarocafbo,  Veneinela. 
San  Lula  Potoil, 
Mexico. 

Deo.  31 

...do  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  SI 

Deo.  31 

Jan.  s 
Dao.  SI 

Fab.  1 
Jan.  8 

Feb.  17 
Fab.  13 

Department  of  States  WaAlngtan,  D.  a 

Do. 
Do. 
Lewes,  Del. 

Bureaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cm^ 
merce,  Room  400,  Cintoailioiueb 
NewYort.N.Y. 
Do. 

Staa  aab,  110  West  Fiftj-serentk 
BtfMt,  NeirTork  City. 

Wlncbester,  Ind. 

3607  Elmnth  Street  NW.,  Washli^ 

ton,D.C. 
1S3  Cbm^  Street,  Habile,  Ala. 
iflOS  Horth  BusbSieet,  8aDtaAna,0d. 

■  The  tour  ot  American  cttles  b;  Consul  General  Tbomas  Snmmona,  of  Sbangbal,  Inclndea 
Rocbeeter,  Albany,  Cannjobarle.  new  York.  Detroit,  Chlcaeo,  Seattle,  Tacoma,  Portland, 
and  Sun  FranclBco,  concluding  at  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  1910.  He  will  confer  TlUi  bnsl- 
DMR  men  nt  these  places  who  are  Intereflled  In  trade  In  Cbina. 

*  Consul  Wllbort  u.  Bonncy  ahall  visit  San  I-'rancUco,  Loa  Angeles,  and  San  Diego,  Cal., 
and  San  Antonio.  Tex.,  end  will  adrlse  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  eacb  of  tbeae  eloM  oz 
hia  arrival  and  address. 


CANADIAN  POTATOES  GAIN  MARKET  IN  CUBA. 

[From  American  conanlnte,  St.  Stepben.  New  Brunswick,  Dec  IS.] 

An  American  transportation  agent  states  that  Canadian  potatoes 
are  being  sold  in  Cuba  despite  the  20  per  cent  differential  tariff  re- 
duction given  to  the  American  product.  This  condition,  he  says,  is 
due  to  the  particular  activity  of  one  or  more  commercial  agents  of  the 
Canadian  Government  operating  in  or  near  Habana. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreigni  and  Domestic  Comnmce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Gnstomhonsc ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  Building;  St  Lonis,  402  Third 
Katlonal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  ITew  Orleans,  1020 
Hibernia  Bank  BniUlng;  Ban  Tranoiseo,  806  United  States  Cnstomhoose;  Seattle, 
823  Alaska  Bnlldlng.  CoopcratiTe  dlstrlot  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
BWToe;  Clnoiuwti,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chaml)er  of  Comaeree; 
Iktroitf  Board  of  Oonmeroe;  Ihlladelphia,  Ohambor  of  Commerce. 
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ITAUAH  CEHEHT  mUSTBT. 

[Coasnl  Snmncl  II.  Shook,  Pnlermo,  Oct.  10.] 

In  Palermo  there  are  two  factories  producing  natural  cement. 
One  has  an  output  of  30,000  tons  annually  and  tlie  other  of  8,000 
tons.  The  stone  from  which  the  cement  is  manufactured  comes  from 
ft  mountain  at  the  edge  of  the  city.  About  75  per  cent  of  it  is  avail- 
able for  making  cement.  The  larger  of  the  mills  is  contemi>lating  the 
manufacture  of  artificial  cement  and  desires  to  receive  offera  from 
American  machinery  mnmifacturers  fw  grinding  machines  and  ro- 
tary ovens.  The  capacity  will  be  aboilt  lOO  tons  per  day.  Informa- 
tion may  be  furnished  to  this  consulate. 

Most  of  the  cement  now  manufactured  is  used  in  Sicily,  little  being 
exported  to  the  Continent.  Kein forced -concrete  consti'uction  has 
been  used  very  little  in  this  district,  as  there  is  a  building  stone  avail- 
able here  that  is  cheap  and  durable.  This  stone  is  very  soft  when 
first  taken  from  the  quarry  and  may  be  cut  with  an  ordinary  ax,  but 
after  some  months'  exposure  to  the  air  it  hardens  and  is  a  very  dur- 
able building  material. 

The  largest  users  of  cement  are  the  factories  that  make  tiling  for 
the  floors  of  houses,  and  contractors  building  sidewalks.  The  cement- 
tile  business  has  been  developed  to  a  great  extent  and  artistic  designs 
ai'O  produced  in  various  colors.  Most  of  this  work  is  done  by  hand. 
Tiles  are  usually  made  about  8  inches  square  and  three- foui'ths  of  an 
inch  thick.  Around  a  smooth  steel  plate  is  locked  a  frame  in  which  is 
inserted  the  design.  Liquid  cement  is  then  poured  into  this  container 
to  the  depth  of  aoout  one-fourth  of  an  inch,  the  different  colors  being 
used  to  give  the  desired  pattern.  The  steel  design  is  then  lifted  out  of 
the  frame,  which  is  filled  with  a  mixture  of  sand  and  cement  and  put 
under  a  power  press.  The  frame  is  then  removed  and  the  tile  taken 
out  and  put  on  a  rack  for  drying.  It  is  allowed  to  stand  for  one  month 
before  being  used.  Instead  of  the  various  designs,  broken  marble  some- 
times gives  a  mosaic  effect,  white  marble  being  used  in  red  cement 
and  red  marble  in  gray  or  yellow  cement.  The  colors  are  bought  in 
France  and  cost  about  $4.54  per  100  pounds,  with  the  exception  of 
green,  wliich  costs  $31.75  per  100  pounds.  From  red,  yellow,  and 
black  other  colors  are  produced.  The  cost  of  cement  is  about  $12  ner 
metric  ton  of  2,204.C  pounds,  and  of  sand  $1  per  cubic  j'ard.  Most 
of  the  work  is  done  by  women,  who  receive  $0.30  to  $0.40  i>er  day. 
The  men  who  work  in  the  factories  receive  an  average  of  $0.80  to  $0.90 
a  day.  There  are  four  factories  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  these 
tiles,  as  the  demand  is  large.  Practically  all  floors  are  now  made  of 
this  material.  The  tiling  is  laid  so  as  to  give  the  effect  of  a  rug.  and 
during  the  summer  no  carpets  are  used.  By  tlie  use  of  a  little  oil,  the 
floors  may  be  polished  like  hardwood  floors.  The  prices  range  from 
$0,074  to  $0.25  per  square  foot. 

Other  articles  made  of  cement  are  balustrades,  supports  for  bal- 
conies, pipes,  bathtubs,  washbasins,  feed  troughs,  park  benches,  statu- 
ettes, and  gravestones. 

I A  cataloficue  of  the  Inrftpst  factory,  Rliowlng  dcslj^is  nnd  prim,  may  l>e  sem 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  ami  Domostlc  Commerce  or  Its  dlBtrtct  offices,  wlilch 
will  also  supply  upon  ri-quext  the  name  of  the  ftnn  that  Is  contemplating  the 
manufacture  of  artificial  cement.   liefer  to  file  No:  G88S4.] 
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FOREIGN  XBASE  OFFOBTUIHTIES. 

Beserred  nddressea  may  be  obtained  from  the  B«re««  and  Its  district  ofllceii.  Reqnett 
for  «ach  opporttralt)'  vhoald  be  on  a  Mparato  sbeet  and  the  Ole  nambev  given. 

Kuhber  Jteltows,  No.  19650. — The  Bureau  is  to  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  a 
firm  In  England  desires  to  purchase  large  quantities  of  rubber  bellows  made 
of  blaclc  rubber  of  superior  quality  to  be  used  with  good  class  "  poker 
machines,"  They  are  made  with  the  hand  ball  connected  to  an  air  ball 
which  has  a  14-inch  rubber  tube  attached.  The  two  sizes  required  are  Iwst 
indicated  by  the  size  of  the  hand  bail ;  No.  3  hand  ball  tias  a  2-inch  diam- 
eter by  3-inch  lei^^th,  occluding  the  valve  and  connections;  No.  7  has  a 
S-lnch  diameter  by  8}-Inch  tfiU^h,  excluding  the  valve  and  connectlofui.  It 
Is  requested  that  samples'  acwmpany  quotations.  Illustration  of  rubber 
bellows  wanted  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  branches.  (Refer 
to  File  No.  84.)   Bank  references  are  given. 

Tobacco  pipes.  No.  19651.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports  that 
a  pipe  company,  holding  American  and  Canadian  patents  on  an  improved 
tobacco  pipe,  desires  to  receive  proposals  from  the  manufacturers  of  pipes. 
The  company  also  desires  to  secure  the  services  of  an  agent  for  the  purpose 
of  placing  the  pipes  on  the  market.  Cuts  of  the  pipe  may  be  examined  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Befer  to  File  No.  70^3.)  Bank  references 
are  given. 

Jfofor  cvclee  and  racing  akiff,  No.  19652. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau 
states  that  a  man  in  Salvador  desires  catalogues  of  motor  cycles,  and  prii-es 
on  a  racing  skiff  for  one  person.  Quotations  should  be  made  lab.  New 
York  or  San  Francisco. 

Repeating  ayringes.  No.  19^3. — A  r^rt  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
England  states  that  a  firm  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  manufacturers 
making  nickel-plated  repeating  syringes  for  use  In  theaters,  etc.  Sizes 
wanted  are:  Barrel  5  inches  by  Ifi  Inches  In  diameter;  barrel  14  inches  by 
If  inches  In  diameter;  barrel  19  Inches  by  11  inches  In  diameter.  The  In- 
quirer states  It  is  prepared  to  take  up  the  sole  agency  In  the  United  King- 
dom for  these  goods.  References  are  given.  An  Illustration  showing  sprayer 
wanted  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to 
File  No.  69971.) 

Shoes,  shoe  leather,  and  paper,  No.  19654.— An  American  consular  officer  in 
Chile  states  that  a  company  In  his  district  desires  to  act  as  commission 
agent  for  manufacturers  of  shoes,  shoe  leather,  and  news  print  paper.  The 
leather  desired  Is  calf,  glazed  kid,  patent  kid  in  light,  medium,  and  heavy 
quality,  the  U^t-medium  In  black  and  yellow  being  the  one  mostly  In  de- 
mand. Samples  and  quotations  f,  o.  b.  New  York  are  asked  for  on  cement, 
linings,  thread,  pegs,  eyelets,  laces,  buckles,  blackings,  rubber  heels,  and 
worklngmen's  shoes  to  be  used  In  the  nitrate  district  Samples  of  the 
shoes  may  Imj  examined  at  the  bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  ( Refer  to  File 
No.  699S1.)  It  is  stated  that  200  dozen  pairs  of  this  kind  of  shoe  can  be 
used  per  month.  The  sample  slioe  Is  sewed,  bnt  the  class  mostly  sold  is 
made  with  pegs. 

Btationerv  and  office  novelties,  No.  19655. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a 
company  in  Spain  desires  to  purchase  large  quantities  of  stationery  and 
office  novdtles. 

Lead  seals.  No.  19656.— The  Bnrean  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  the 
United  States  asking  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufactnrera  of  ma- 
chinery for  making  lead  seals. 

Cinematograph  films,  No.  19657. — An  Amwlcan  consular  officer  in  Paraguay 
rei>ort8  that  a  manager  of  a  theater  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  prices 
of  cinematograph  films.  Dramas  in  several  parts  are  iveferred.  Corre- 
spondence and  catologues  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Clock  and  gramophone  springs,  No.  19658. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  England  states  that  a  firm  in  his  district  denlres  to  obtain  main- 
springs snch  as  those  used  In  clocks,  gramophones,  and  typewriters.  Bank 
refwences  are  given. 
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[CorreRpoodence  bhoulil  be  illrect  with  tfar  ofDccs  named,  and  speclflcatlMU  can  nanall^ 
lie  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goodn  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  la  to  to  per> 
formed.  In  cukok  wheru  the  time  limit  itt  tto  short  to  permit  fimu  to  rabmU  traoen, 
they  ahouUl  axk  to  be  pliicod  on  the  mailing  lists  of  uach  offices  to  recelre  notices  calUns 
for  future  liupplles  or  work  of  a  t<imllar  tinturi>.]  ■ 

Kavu  Department  supplies.  No.  2SW>. — ^Senled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  ami  Aeoouiits,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
for  supplying  the  following.  Firms  dealrinK  to  submit  proposals  should 
make  :ippIlc'iLt!on  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  giving  schedule 
numbers  desired:  Schetlule  9141,  tiuned  bacon,  tinned  string  beans.  Call* 
fornia  white  beans,  tinned  corn,  vanilla^Mit  lemon  extracts,  lard,  macaroni, 
evaporatcrl  milk,  spilt  iieos,  tinned  imnin  baking  powder,  raisins,  rico, 
salt,  sirup,  sugar  in  sacks,  ten  lu  cmteO  half  chests,  tinned  tomatoes, 
and  vinegar;  schedule  !>]42,  flrettrooflng  girders;  schedule  0143,  tavntorles, 
urinals,  water-closets  anil  tanks,  and  Iron  soil  pljje  and  fittings;  schedule 
9144,  nonferrou.s  nietnl,  ocrordlon  tj-pe  bellows,  and  prime  lard  oil;  sched- 
ule 1^14.5,  steel  clnniplng  hrhtges  and  bronze  clamping  screws;  schedule 
9146,  sheet  brass,  colli  rolled  sluH't  copper,  shwt  iron  or  steel,  cold  rolled 
sheet  steel.  :inil  brfsht  thi  pinto;  scheilule  9147,  coke;  sciiedule  9148. 
yellow-pine  crcosotinl  piles;  j;chedulc  914!),  copi>ei'  stowage  boxes,  crank 
pin  busldngs,  steel  piston  rings,  thumb  nuts  and  screws,  No.  30  tools, 
and  bar  machine  steel ;  rjohcilule  9150,  lN>rt  Orford  ceflar  bcriit  bonnls'  and 
cypress  fur  boat  huildlng;  schedule  9153,. Incnndcwnt  lamp  cord;  schedule 
9152,  No.  1  glycerin;  schedule  915;i,  crucibles  for  melting  conii>osition, 
gauge  testing  uiittlts,  solid  and  cored  arc  lamp  carbons,  .single  comlnctor 
wire,  brass  nuls,  hot  rolled  sheet  copper,  ferroniangnneae.  niu\  silicate  of 
soda;  schwliiie  9154.  sIlvoa'-phittHi  ware;  schedule  OITkJ,  air  hose  for  diving 
apparatus,  ruliber  ganlen  hos*\  and  unlined  linen  ho.«c;  schrtlulo  91"»G,  liatb 
and  state  rwnu  enK'kery,  window  glass,  artificial  leather,  upholstery  leather, 
cotton  thread,  and  llax  twine;  scheilule  9137,  rivet  cement,  calcium  carbide, 
lampblack  In  oil,  dry  red  lead,  dry  litharge,  yellow  ocher  In  oil,  Iwlled 
linseefl  oil,  nmlJcr-colonHl  mineral  oil,  whnio  oil,  grade  "  D  "  lump  rosin,  and 
tallow;  schedule  915S,  worm-genre*!  chain  biotrks.  calipers,  quick-adjusting 
clamps,  imrtnhio  electric  drills,  files,  niaclilne  and  W(Kh1  brass  screws,  1- 
gallon  gasoline  torciics,  vises,  pliH>  wrencIieM,  and  wrew  wrenches;  Sfhe(luIo 
91.T9,  7-ounce  lliiii  blue  finuiiel,  and  lieavy  quality  blue  flannel;  schedule 
916U,  ununnetded  l>ra.ss  tulies;  and  sche<iule  9161,  steel  shelves  and  bins. 

RemovnJ  of  frred:  Nn.  2S(iO.— Sf-aled  proposals  will  be  receive*!  at  the  Unlt«l 
SlatPM  Kngineer  (Xiice,  401  < 'iistonihouso,  San  I'^rancisco,  Cal.,  until  Jan- 
uary 20.  1916,  suhject  to  prior  removal,  for  removing  the  wreck  City  of 
Vanama  now  lying  in  San  P'runclsm  Bay.  Further  information  maj'  be 
had  on  application  to  the  10n;,'ineer  Oflii-C  in  San  Francisco. 

Windluas,  No.  2.S01. — Sealed  projiosids  will  he  receive*!  by  the  lighthouse  In- 
sfKM-ior,  Tonipkinsvilio,  N.  Y.,  until  January  H,  1910,  for  furnisliing  and  de- 
livering to  general  lighthouse  depot,  Tonipkln.'^vUle,  one  windlass  for  Hght- 
liouse  tender  Larkspur.  Further  information  may  be  Iiad  on  application  to 
tlie  above-nani*H!  olhccr. 

Bacon,  No.  2S62. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  office  of  the  depot 
qnarlennaslor,  Kansas  (Jity,  Mo.,  or  at  the  olhce  of  tlie  depot  quartermaster. 
Omaha.  Nebr..  unlil  Jannai-y  21.  1910.  for  furnishing  and  delivering  on  or 
before  March  20,  l!)l(i,  about  88,410  iwunils  of  IsJiue  bacon. 

Ughterina.  No.  2803.— Sealed  proposals  will  l)e  receive*!  by  the  lighthouse  in- 
KiKcli.r,  Kcichlkan,  Ahiskn,  until  January  31,  191ti,  for  lightering  alK>ut  400 
tuns  of  iiiisceilaneous  freight  from  Katalla  anchorage  to  <!aiie  St.  Eiias 
Ligiit  Station,  Alaska.  Specifications  and  forms  for  proposal  may  ha 
secure<l  l)y  applying  to  tlie  above  ofHce  or  to  the  postmasters  at  Katalla, 
Seward,  or  Cordova,  Alaska. 

Rtpaihufj.  No.  2804. — Sealed  propos.ils  will  be  receive*!  by  the  lighthouse  iQ- 
spc<tor.  New  Orleans.  J-a..  for  docking  and  repairing  lighthouse  tender 
MayvoUa.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  nbove- 
numcd  oflice. 
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TABIFP  BEVISIOH  IH  POBTTJaAL. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  Lisbon,  received  Dec.  23.] 

The  Portuguese  Government  will  revise  the  taiiff  law  at  the  present 
session  of  Parliament. 

HEHP  SHmExrrs  fbok  italy. 

The  American  ambassador  at  Kome,  under  date  of  December  24, 
cabled  that  the  Ministry  of  Finance  of  the  Italian  Government  stated 
tliat  the  quantity  of  hemp  free  for  exportation  in  January  will  be 
rather  small. 

All  applications  for  permits  for  hemp  from  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment should  be  received  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  Wasiiingtoii, 
D.  C.,  not  later  than  January  10,  1916.  These  appplications  should 
state  the  quantity  and  grade  of  hemj)  purchased,  and  the  names  of 
the  foreign  firms  with  whom  negotiations  have  been  carried  on.  As 
soon  as  these  applications  have  been  received  by  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  a  cablegram  will  be  sent,  through  the  Department  of  State, 
at  the  expense  of  t£e  American  purchasers  of  this  hemp,  to  the  Ameri- 
can ambassador  at  Borne  for  presentation  to  the  Italian  Government. 


SHIFBniIDINO  ACTIVITY  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Dalle;  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Nov.  23.] 

The  shipbuilding  yards  of  Nervion,  Spain,  are  being  enlarged  to 

germit  of  the  construction  of  vessels  of  1,500  to  5,000  tons  for  the 
panish  merchant  marine. 

The  Peruvian  Government  is  considering  the  construction  of  a 
cruiser  by  the  Sociedad  Espanola  at  Ferrol,  to  displace  2,850  tons,  at 
a  cost  of  $1,260,000.  It  is  not  improbable  that  orders  for  other  ves- 
sels will  be  placed  there  by  Peru. 

The  new  shipbuilding  ynrds  of  the  Sociednd  Espanola  de  Con- 
stnicciones  Navales,  of  Bilbao,  are  shortly  to  begin  on  the  building 
of  vessels  for  the  Gompania  Transatlantica,  of  Barcelona. 

1««3--U  1201 
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WOSEUEK'S  COHFENSATIOH  USaiSUHOlT. 

An  indication  of  the  rapid  g^wth  of  the  idea  of  compensation  of 
workmen  for  injuries  received  in  the  course  of  employment  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  old  liability  acts  is  given  in  Bulletin  No.  185,  issued  by 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
Labor.  The  bulletin  presents  the  legislation  for  the  ^ears  1914  and 
1915,  together  with  amendments  to  a  nimiber  of  earlier  laws,  which 
in  some  cases  are  so  extensive  as  to  necessitate  the  reprinting  of  the 
entire  law.  This  bulletin  is  in  effect  a  supplement  to  Bulletin  Na 
126,  issued  two  years  ago  as  a  compL^^iCppipuation  up  to  that  date  of 
existing  legislation  in  this  field.  '  i  • 

, The  legislation  of  thje  year  1914  included  three  States — Kentucky, 
Ix)uisiana,  and  Maryland.  One  of  these  laws,  that  of  Kentucky,  was 
declared  unconstitutional  before  it  came  into  operation.  That  of 
Maryland  superseded  an  earlier  statute  reported  as  unworkable.  The 
new  laws  of  1915  cover  eight  States— Colorado^ndian a,  Maine,  Mon- 
tana, Oklahoma,  Pennsylvania,  Vermont,  and  Wyoming — besides  the 
Territories  of  Alaska  and  Hawaii.  The  l^slation  of  1914  included 
also  a  presidential  order  providing  a  compensati<m  system  for  em- 
polyees  of  the  Panama  Canal  and  the  Panama  Railroad,  while  that 
of  the  current  year  includes  a  similar  order  extending  the  Federal 
compensation  act  of  1908  to  workmen  engaged  on  or  about  the  Gov- 
ernment railway  in  Alaska.  With  the  legislation  of  these  two  years, 
31  States  and  the  Territories  of  Alaska  and  Hawaii  now  have  com- 
pensation laws.  A  Federal  statute  covers  also  about  one-fourth  of 
the  civilian  employees  of  the  United  States.  All  of  this  legislation 
has  been  enacted  since  1908,  and  practically  all  of  the  existing  l^is- 
lation  in  the  States  since  1910. 

Of  the  new  laws  of  1914  and  1915,  one,  that  of  Wyoming,  must 
be  classed  as  a  compulsory  insurance  law,  while  those  of  Maryland 
and  Oklahoma  are  compulsory  compensation  laws.  In  the  other 
States,  eight  in  number,  the  law  permits  the  employer  to  elect  or  reject 
the  compensation  act.  In  case  he  rejects  it,  however,  he  is  deprived 
of  the  customary  defenses  under  the  liability  laws. 

STTHATBA  COFFEE  ITOT  TO  BE  T.ABlgT.Tm  "JAVA." 

Food  Inspection  Decision  No.  82,  which  limits  the  use  of  the  term 
"Java,"  under  the  food  and  drugs  act,  to  coffee  produced  on  the 
island  of  Java,  will  not  be  changed,  according  to  a  forthcoming 
issue  of  the  Service  and  Begulatory  Announcements  of  the  Bureau 
of  Chemistry,  Department  of  Agriculture.  Certain  firms  in  the 
coffee  trade  requested  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  to  recommend  the 
modification  of  Food  Inspection  Decision  No.  82,  to  the  extent  of 
allowing  coffee  produced  on  the  island  of  Snmatraf  or  other  isbukds 
of  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  to  be  imported  and  shipped  into  inter- 
state commerce  as  Java  coffee. 

It  was  claimed  by  the  trade  that  the  coffee  prodnced  on  the  island 
of  Sumatra  was  equal  or  superior  in  quality  to  that  produced  <m  the 
island  of  Java.  The  Bureau  of  Chemist^  is  of  the  opini<m  ttut, 
under  the  terms  of  the  food  and  drugs  act,  even  if  the  coffee  pro- 
duced on  the  island  of  Sumatra  is  equu  or  superior  to  ^t  produced 
on  the  island  of  Java,  it  can  not  be  imported  into  ,  this  ooontiy  or 
shipped  into  interstate  commerce  labeled  as  Java  coffee. 
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GOKHUinTY  COTTOH  GBOWINe  IN  IKBiaATED  SOUTEWEST. 

Stabilization,  or  the  continuous  production  of  a  crop  with  a  fixed 
high  quality  of  fiber,  is  the  great  problem  now  confronting  many 
sections  of  the  cotton  belt,  says  a  new  publication  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Bulletin  No.  324.  Although  this 
bulletin  deals  primarily  with  the  production  of  Durango  cotton  in 
the  Imj}erial  valley  of  California,  much  of  the  information  which 
it  contains  is  applicnblo  to  other  cotton-growing  communities. 

For  the  Imperial  Valley  no  other  variety  of  long-staple  upland 
cotton  has  been  found  as  suitable  as  the  Durango.  This  variety, 
which  produces  fiber  from  1^  to  1|  inches  in  length,  yields  as  well 
as  short-staple  varieties,  but  brings  Iwtter  net  returns.  To  realize 
the  full  possibilities  in  the  industry,  however,  community  action  is 
essential.  It  requii-es  commimity  action  to  insure  an  adequate  supply 
of  pui-e  seed,  to  turn  out  from  the  gin  a  smooth  sample  without  de- 
fects, and  to  establish  a  reputation  for  a  consistently  high  quality 
of  cotton. 

These  factors  have  been  realized  in  the  Imperial  Valley,  and  the 
bulletin  already  mentioned  points  out  the  extent  to  which  the  devel- 
opment of  the  industry  has  been  favored  by  the  organization  of  the 
Imperial  Valley  Long-Staple  Cotton  Growers'  Association. 
1  The  1914  crop  in  the  Imperial  Valley  consisted  of  34,900  bales  of 
short-staijle  cotton,  8,000  bales  of  long-staple  Upland,  and  100  bales 
of  Egyptian.  Of  approximately  600  cotton  growers  in  the  Imperial 
Valley  about  150  were  producing  Durango  cotton.  If  the  producers 
of  short-staple  cotton  could  be  induced  to  adopted  the  Durango 
variety  the  problem  of  maintaining  an  adequate  supply  of  pure  seed 
would  be  greatly  simplified  and  the  interests  of  the  entire  com- 
munity gi'eatly  enhanced. 


FORECASTS  HADE  FOB  VABIOUS  CBOFS  IH  INDIA. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  received  pub- 
lications from  the  Departments  of  Land  Eecords  of  the  Punjab  and 
Burma  giving,  respectively,  the  second  forecast  of  the  sugar-cane 
crop  and  the  second  forecast  of  the  sesamum  crop  of  the  Punjab 
for  1915  and  the  summary  of  the  first  forecast  of  the  rice  crop  in 
Burma  for  1915-16. 

In  the  second  forecast  of  the  sugar-cane  crop  of  the  Punjab  for 
1915  the  revised  estimate  of  area  up  to  the  end  of  September  amoimts 
to  354,032  acres  (including  1,232  acres  conventionally  estimated),  as 
compared  with  396,090  acres  in  the  corresponding  forecast  last  year. 
In  the  second  forecast  of  the  sesamum  crop  of  the  Punjab  for  1915 
the  revised  estimate  of  area  up  to  the  end  of  September  amounts  to 
106.794  acres  (including  8,094  acres  conventionally  estimated),  as 
compared  with  154,620  acres  in  the  corresponding  forecast  of  last 
year. 

The  first  provincial  forecast  of  the  rice  crop  in  Burma  for  1915-16 
shows  10,038,472  acres,  against  10,112,819  acres  estimated  on  the  cor- 
responding date  of  last  year,  a  decrease  of  24,347  acres. 

[Tliese  publications  may  be  Inspected  nt  the  Bureau  of  Forelen  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  File  No.  70265.   The  bureau  has  also 
received  otlier  crop  forecasts  fi-om  Iiulln,  which  were  offered  for  ]nq;>ectioa  J 
In  GoukCEBCB  Repobts  for  December  10. 1815.] 
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WOBE  OP  THE  EnBEAU  OF  STAHBABDS. 

Among  the  unusual  work  done  in  November  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Standards  may  be  mentioned  two  large  tumbuckles  for  the 
Geological  Survey,  and  a  tensile  test  upon  a  ^-inch  wire  rope  sub- 
mitted by  the  Panama  Canal.  A  4,000-pound  spring  testing  machine 
at  the  Washington  Navy  Yard  was  calibrated  up  to  its  full  capacity. 
The  engineering  testing  included  51  samples  of  miscellaneous  ma- 
terials and  29  engineering  instruments. 

In  Uie  experimental  n3)ber  laboratonr  34  rubber  compounds  were 
mixed,  of  which  11  were  made  into  ^uj^jng  for  service  tests  in  the 
laboratory  and  23  compounds  were  made  into  test  sheets  for  a  study 
of  their  physical  properties. 

As  a  result  of  the  bureau's  cooperation  with  the  General  Supply 
Committee  of  the  Government,  specifications  have  been  developed  for 
four  kinds  of  lubricating  oil  which  will  be  purchased  on  specifica- 
tion during  the  next  year. 

A  photographic  lens  for  the  extreme-speed  Naval  moti<nk-picture 
camera,  a  microscope  objectiTe,  and  sevenil  small  lenses  were  tested 
for  the  Navy  Department.  A  complete  test  of  a  photographic  lens 
was  made  for  an  optical  company.  The  radii  of  curvature,  refractive 
index,  and  powers  of  116  lenses  were  measmred  for  a  primary 
standard  trial  set. 

Tests  were  made  on  the  heat  loss  through  the  different  sides  of  a 
model  beehive  for  one  of  the  bureaus  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. In  addition  the  necessary  apparatus  was  loaned  and  installed 
for  measuring  the  temperatures  in  the  interior  of  cotton  bales  in  con- 
nection with  s6me  experiments  being  conducted  by  one  of  the  bureaus 
of  that  department. 

The  Aviation  Board  has  asked  the  bureau  to  cooperate  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  production  and  properties  of  noncorrosive  light  alloys. 

The  Chief  of  the  Metallurgical  Division  visited  a  large  steel  com- 
pany to  witness  the  splitting  of  a  special  steel  ingot  and  to  confer 
regarding  ingot  practice;  caUed  on  a  representative  of  the  Pwrnsyl- 
vania  Railroad  to  confer  re^rding  Hadfield  rail  tests,  and  inspected 
failed  mammoth  valve  castmgs  ofthe  New  York  Wator  Boar£ 


London  Enbber  Trade  StatistiM  for  October. 

The  statistics  of  the  Bubber  Trade  Association  of  London  for 
October,  giving  the  imports  into  and  the  exports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  of  all  kinds  of  rubber,  for  the  month  and  for  the  10  months 
ended  October,  1915,  compared  with  similar  periods  in  1914  and 
1913,  and  the  importe,  dehveries,  and  stocks  in  London  and  Liver- 
pool for  October,  1915,  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  They  may  be  inspected  ot  the  Bureau  or 
its  district  offices.  Kefer  to  file  No.  70282.  The  statistics  for  the 
six  months  preceding  October  were  offered  for  inspection  in  the  issue 
of  Commerce  Beforts  for  December  3, 1915. 


A  representative  of  the  United  States  Burean  of  Standards  has 

visited  leading  steel  mills  and  laboratories  in  Pennsylvania  to  gather 
first-hand  information  as  to  chemical  methods  of  iron  ana  sted 
analysis,  with  special  consideration  of  features  of  importance  in  tfafl 
cooperative  analysis  of  the  bureau's  standard  irons  and  steels. 
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SHOEHAKING  AB  A.  TBABE  TOB  WOKEN. 

A  stiuly  of  the  boot  and  shoe  industry  in  Massachusetts  as  a  voca- 
tion for  women  is  the  subject  of  BuHetin  No.  180,  issued  by  the  Bu- 
reau of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Labor. 
Four  important  shoe  centers  in  Massaclmsetts  were  chosen  for  the 
inquiry,  namely,  Boston  and  Chelsea,  Brockton  and  near-by  towns, 
Lynn  and  Beverly,  and  Marlboro. 

The  method  of  the  study  included  visits  to  80  factories  in  the  four 
localities  selected ;  rates  of  pay  and  earnings  were  studied,  based  on 
the  pay  rolls  of  18  factoribisf'and  over  4,400  womoi  shoe  operatives. 
Information  in  regard  to  the  physical  conditions  under  which  tlte 
women  were  working  and  living  was  in  all  cases  based  upon  per- 
sonal inspections.  The  majority  of  women  workers  were  employed 
in  the  stitching  room,  a  smaller  number  in  the  packing  room,  while  in 
every  room  table  work  is  done  by  women  and  minora.  Outside  of 
these  occupations  men  performed  all  of  the  operations  in  tlie  fac- 
tory. Massachusetts  women  have  not  yet  enterod  the  cutting  rooms 
except  at  skiving.  The  packing-room  work,  formerly  done  by  men, 
is  now  almost  completely  in  the  hands  of  women.  Women  are  also 
found  in  the  lasting  room  at  assembling  macliines'and  doing  eyelet- 
ting  and  buttonhole  making. 

The  study  of  pay  rolls  in  this  investigation  showed  wide  diflfer- 
ences  in  the  eammgs  in  the  several  localities,  the  proportion  earning 
less  than  $8  in  the  week  when  the  greatest  number  were  employed, 
vai*j'ing  from  24  per  cent  in  Brockton  to  42  per  cent  in  Lynn,  while 
the  proportions  earning  over  $10  a  week  varied  from  34  per  cent  in 
Marlboro  to  54  per  cent  in  Brockton.  According  to  Massachusetts 
statistics  for  1911  the  seasonal  fluctuations  in  shoe  factories  are 
greater  than  in  any  other  industry  except  the  men's  and  women's 
clothing  industries. 

Of  the  women  who  worked  46  weeks  or  more,  all  adult,  experienced, 
and  steady  workers,  three-fifths  earned  less  than  $500  a  year,  and 
not  far  from  one-half  earned  only  $450  or  less.  Unquestionably, 
however,  these  earnings  exceed  those  of  any  other  large  body  of 
factory  workers. 

In  summing  up  the  results  of  the  study  as  to  earnings,  the  bul- 
letin notes  that  three  points  stand  out  prominently:  The  fluctuations 
in  the  industry  which  debar  many  of  the  workers  fi'om  steady  em- 
ployment; factory  unemployment  or  temporary  lack  of  work  for 
those  who  nominally  are  steadily  employed ;  and,  partly  as  a  conse- 
quence of  this  irregularity  of  work,  the  low  weeldy  wage  even  of 
steady  and  experienced  workers  when  earnings  are  distributed  over 
the  year. 

COFFEE  STOCKS  IN  OENMABE. 

(Consul  General  E.  D.  Winalow,  Copenhagen,  Dec.  2.] 

The  total  import  of  coffee  into  Denmark  for  November,  1915,  was 
some  29,000  siicks.  as  compared  with  43,000  sacks  for  October,  1915, 
and  20,000  sacks  for  November,  1914. 

The  stock  on  hand  December  1,  1915,  was  as  follows:  Java  coffee, 
11,700  sacks;  Brazilian  coffee,  23,500  sacks;  and  other  sorts,  15,700 
sacks;  making  a  total  stock  of  50,900  sacks. 

At  the  close  of  October,  1915,  the  stock  consisted  of  48,600  sacks,  as 
against  27,600  sacks  for  corresponding  period  in  1914. 
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OBSTAGI£S  TO  TBABE  EXTENSION  IN  POBTTJOAL. 

[Consul  General  V.  L.  Loviie,  Uabon,  Oct.  13.] 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  actual  working  of  Foreign  Trade  Oppor- 
tunity notices,  the  Lisbon  consulate  general  addressed  25  letters  to 
concerns  in  Portiigiil  which  had  made  use  of  them  through  this  office. 
A  number  of  the  replies  contain  valuable  hints  as  to  the  obstacles  to 
the  development  of  trade  with  Portu^I  and  are  quoted  herewith 
with  names  omitted.  Regarding  steel  wire  ropes  the  inquirer  wrot«: 

Thanks  to  your  kindness  in  the  nuitt9r,i;;W^,haTe  received  communcatiau 
from  the  following  well-known  firms.  *  *  *  We  fully  recognize  that  these 
are  the  best  American  firms  in  the  trade,  and  we  are  very  grateful  to  yoa  for 
having  pat  us  in  touch  with  them. 

Unfortunately  our  clients  find  the  prices  ^ces^vely  hl^,  and  It  has  been 
iniposslble  to  get  the  Inquiries  we  have  on  hand  confirmed.  We  are  of  opinion, 
however,  that  clients  will  be  obliged  to  buy  sooner  or  later  from  America,  as 
there  Is  a  gieat  shortage  of  wire  ropes  on  the  market  and  very  few  ropes  are 
ilntling  their  way  to  Portugal  from  Great  Britain.  We  hope  we  shall  be  aUe 
to  put  through  some  orders  with  your  American  friends  before  long. 

Another  firm  reported  the  placing  of  a  trial  order  for  10  tons  each 

of  steel  bands  and  annealed  baling  vire. 

Wanted  Direct  Conneotlons, 

A  wish  to  deal  direct  with  the  manufacturer  was  iha  reason  for  a 
Lisbon  oilcloth  importer's  failure  to  make  American  connections. 

He  wrote: 

We  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  21st  instant,  and  in  reedy 
wifih  to  mention  tliat  we  liave  received  offers  for  the  supply  of  oilcloth  fnm 
two  firms,  both  being  obviously  commission  merchants.  Unfortunately  we 
were  not  able  to  place  orders,  as  the  conditions  were  too  unfavornble:  Cash 
ngnlnat  documents  In  New  York,  as  well  as  confirmed  banker's  credit  tor  the 
value  of  every  order.  German  and  Belgian  factories  supply  c.  1.  f.  LMmd  and 
give  2  per  cent  discount  for  cash  within  either  30  days  of  date  of  shliuaeiit  or 
30  days  after  arrival. 

We  much  regret  that  we  can  not  deal  with  commission  houses,  for  as  soon  as 
hosttUttes  cease  in  Europe  they  would  have  to  compete  with  factories  having 
long-«itablished  business  relations  and  dealing  direct  with  the  local  consumers, 
and  naturally  the  factories  would  not  be  long  In  getting  the  better.  We  are 
therefore  obliged  to  treat  only  with  manufacturers  and  wish  to  work  the  busi- 
ness on  an  agfflicy  basis  on  oar  own  account;  i.  e.,  that  the  fiictory  timdees 
and  sella  only  to  us  at  lowest  prices  and  we  resell  to  tiie  cnstomera  her^  Om 
avoiding  for  the  factory  any  risks  with  the  traders. 

•<  Casta  in  Kew  York  "  Hot  SaHfteetorx. 

The  severity  of  the  terms  imposed  was  complained  of  by  several 
local  firms  in*  whose  behalf  Trade  Opportunities  were  published  in 
CouHERCE  Beforts,  ono  of  whom  statra : 

I'ayment  of  invoices  in  New  York  against  shipping  documents  and  the  ex- 
pensive  banking  charges  for  opening  direct  credits  or  through  L(mdoa  make  It 
very  difficult  to  do  business  with  America.  Germany  used  to  sell  its  goods  oo 
time  or  at  least  with  payment  In  Lisbon  gainst  documents.  The  lattw  method 
offers  suflicient  guaranty,  and  it  would  be  of  great  value  if  the  American  ex- 
porters  would  modify  under  present  circumstances  their  demands  as  regards 
imyment  Payment  in  Lisbon  against  documents  would  doubtless  <^iea  the 
way  for  many  American  articles  into  Portugal. 

I  note  with  pleasure  your  desire  to  improve  commercial  relations  betweoi 
America  and  Portugal,  and  thank  you  for  the  kind  way  In  which  you  have 
handled  my  request  I  am  expecting  to  hear  from  other  firms  that  may  use 
my  services  to  represent  them  here  for  the  sale  of  wheat,  corn,  and  cotton. 

Another,  who  received  14  offers  of  druggists'  supplies,  voiced  the 
same  complaint.  An  inquirer  for  sulphur  and  nuphat^  of  ompec 

Digitized  b/VjOOglC 


bOMMEBOE  BEFOBTS. 


1207 


could  get  no  information  as  to  the  cost  of  transportation,  vrliich 
rendered  the  f.  o.  b.  prices  given  him  quite  useless. 
Brehange,  Freight,  and  Temu  aU  Deterrents. 

Portuguese  importers  are  greatly  handicapped  by  the  low  rate  of 
exchange,  extremely  high  freights  from  American  ports,  and  the 
severe  terms  of  cash  Iwfore  shipment  demanded  by  many  manu- 
facturers and  exporters.  The  conservative  houses  seem  inclined  to 
avoid  extensive  purchases  as  they  realize  the  end  of  tlie  war  might 
leave  them  with  a  stock  of  costly  merchandise  on  hand.  Aside  from 
actual  orders  placed,  1  am'sulre  the  advertising  of  American  goods 
among  Fortugu^  nouses  will  be  of  great  value  in  the  future  dc< 
velopment  of  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries. 


ACTIVITIES  OF  KAHGHESTER  COTTON  ASSOCIATIOK. 

[Consul  Ross  B.  noladaf,  Manctipfttcr,  Knglaad,  Dec.  1.] 

In  connection  with  the  annual  i*eport  on  commerce  and  indiistrles 
of  this  consulate  (Supplement  to  Commkrce  Reports,  April  13, 
1915),  and  the  report  for  1914,  of  the  activities  of  the  Manchester 
Cotton  Association,  contained  on  pages  12  and  13  of  that  report,  tiie 
Manchester  Guardian  of  December  1,  1915,  contains  an  account  of 
the  meeting  of  this  association  for  1915,  which  was  lield  in  Man- 
chester on  November  30.  At  the  invitation  of  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  association,  the  American  consul  attended  the  meet- 
ing and  listened  to  the  review  of  the  year's  work  by  tlie  president, 
who  said,  in  part : 

Despite  the  war  the  importations  of  American  cotton  lust  scnson  (Aiis.  1 
to  July  31)  were  tiie  liighost  in  the  liistory  of  the  nsswiiition,  reaching  G20.4S7 
bales,  or  an  increase  of  16,9  per  cent  over  the  preceilinff  season,  and  represcnt- 
InK  15,3  per  cent  of  oil  American  cotton  imported  into  this  country.  So  far  this 
season  134,000  bales  have  been  shipiied  to  Mnucitester,  coiupai'eU  witli  8.j,U00 
bales  at  tlie  corresponding  time  last  season. 

The  Ef^yptlaa  Imports  allowed  a  great  falling  off,  being.  In  round  fisni-cs, 
150,000  bales,  agniust  230,000  Iiaies.  This  wna  niiilnly  accoinileit  for  i)y  the  de- 
creased consunipUou,  so  many  of  the  Bolton  niiUs  imvins  (o  run  sliort  llnio 
owing  to  the  exjitirt  of  yarn  to  belligerent  countries  stojipe'l.    So  fur  tliis 

season  Cl.OOO  bales  have  heon  sliippiHi  to  M:uit-hi':ite;',  iijuiinst  Itl.WK)  Itist 
season.  Under  the  unfavorable  eimditiona,  and  in  Ihi?  abscin'o  of  iuiy  fuUires 
market  here,  the  decrease  in  Imiwrts  of  l-Jgyptian  whs  not  reniarlcable. 

After  referring  to  the  variations  in  the  prices  of  cotton,  the  presi- 
dent observed  there  were  many  people  who  believed  that  i^d.  (9 
cents)  would  be  about  the  nilin*;  price  for  the  crop,  but  there  were 
various  reasons  why  such  a  low  price  was  imiiossible.  "  The  American 
mills,"  he  said,  "are  very  large  ccnsiimcrs,  and  tliey  will  shortly  bo 
using  twice  as  much  cotton  as  we  do,  and  if,  as  we  expect,  the  cvoj) 
will  be  about  12,000,000  bales,  nearly  7,000,000  bales  may  be  consumed 
in  America.  The  Continent  and  Japan  arc  imjiorting  freely,  and 
have  so  far  taken  385,000  bales  more  than  (ii-eat  Britain." 

Taking  the  trade  as  a  whole,  he  tliought  Ijaneashire  had  done  bet- 
ter than  anticipated.  Stocks  of  yarns  had  largely  disappeared,  and 
a  distinctly  more  healthy  feeling  prevailed.  The  home  trade  had 
been,  and  continued,  excellent,  and  the  high  wages  earned  meant  more 
spending  power  to  the  masses  of  the  people. 

[Figures  relating  to  Manchester's  imports  of  raw  cotton  were  published  la 
CouuEBCB  Reports  for  September  8,  1915.] 
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FLABS  TO  AWAXD  PmHFFIHE  STOABpIOLE.  (MHrrBACT. 

[Consul  Qenoral  George  B.  Aoderflon,  ITongkong,  Not.  2.] 

Announcement  is  made  by  the  Government  of  the  Philippines  that 
the  British  firm  which  was  successful  in  bidding  on  the  erection  of 
the  new  $1,000,000  sugar  central  to  be  erected  by  the  Government  for 
a  milling  company  m  Isabela  Province,  in  line  with  the  policy 
adopted  some  time  ago  of  Government  aid  for  such  institutions,  has 
been  unable  to  sign  a  definite  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  mill 
in  time  for  the  grinding  season  of  1916-17,  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  the  British  Government  may  re<Ji!lire  the  use  of  the  factories  in 
Great  Britain  on  which  the  bidders  relied'  for  the  machinery  and 
supplies  for  the  central.  It  is  explained  that  while  it  is  unli^y  that 
these  factories  will  actually  be  required  by  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  the  latter  has  already  commandeered  materials  which  were 
to  be  used  for  the  machinery  for  the  Philippine  concern,  and  the  pos- 
sibility of  interference  is  such  that  the  company  can  not  definitely 
agree  to  finish  the  work  in  the  islands  by  the  required  time. 

It  was  also  found  impossible,  or  at  least  impracticable,  to  securo 
insurance  to  cover  the  possibility  of  loss  in  case  the  British  concern 
failed  to  finish  the  central  on  contract  time.  Since  the  commencement 
of  the  central  in  Isabela  by  the  British  concern  under  the  circnm- 
stances  would  at  best  place  the  whole  enterprise  in  dan^r  of  being 
tied  up  indefinitely,  the  negotiations  were  aoandoned.  Bids  will  be 
called  for  later  for  the  erection  of  the  plant  in  time  for  the  1917- 
18  grinding  season.  The  mill  must  be  finished  by  December,  1917, 
if  it  is  to  be  ready  for  the  1917-18  sugar  crop. 

Similar  Situation  All  Over  the  Taj  East. 

The  state  of  affairs  brought  out  in  connection  with  this  very  im- 
portant enterprise  in  the  Philippines  characterizes  the  situation  all 
over  the  Far  East.  Quotations  are  being  made  by  European  firms 
for  goods  of  many  sorts  which  they  can  only  agree  to  supply  subject 
to  war  risks  and  the  interference  of  the  Government  with  tneir  plans. 
This  has  been  particularl^r  true  in  machinery  trades  and  in  the  trade 
in  iron  and  steel  and  similar  products. 

Under  the  circumstances,  American  concerns  have  an  advantage  in 
the  trade,  which  is  quite  apparent  as  regards  deliveries  and  the  abil- 
ity to  actually  produce  goods  contracted  for;  but  it  is  evident  that 
under  the  policy  followed  by  firms  of  belligerent  connections  the 
operations  of  .^jnerican  concerns  in  such  matters  are  not  without 
competition,  or  at  least  without  opposition. 

Business  Conditions — Share  of  Hentral  Covntrlei  In  Trade. 

Unfortunately,  business  conditions  generally  and  financial  condi- 
tions in  particular  are  such  as  to  encourage  the  postponement  of 
nearly  all  lines  of  industrial  improvement,  the  erection  of  factories, 
the  equipment  of  industrial  plans  with  new  machinery,  and  the  eea- 
eral  advancement  of  the  country  in  industrial  and  mechanical  knes. 

Other  neutral  countries,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  are  coming 
to  have  an  increased  share  of  the  trade  in  all  such  lines,  especially 
in  machinery,  including  marine  and  other  motors,  dynamos,  ac- 
cumulators, and  all  kinds  of  electrical  machinery  and  appliances. 
In  practically  all  lines  American  manofacturers  have  the  advantage* 
however,  and,  while  present  business  is  not  very  brisk,  the  concern 
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with  established  connections  will  undoubtedly  have  the  trade  im- 
mediately following  the  closjB  of  the  war. 

[The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  of  the  War  Department,  as  stated  In  Com- 
UEBCE  Reports  for  Dec.  4,  1915,  has  already  announced  that  the  contract  for 
the  sugar  central  in  Isabela  Province  will  be  awnrdeil  about  one  month  after 
Apr.  15,  1916.  The  exact  time  when  the  bids  will  close  is  not  known,  but  these 
details  are  Included  in  the  specifications,  which  are  now  on  the  way  from  the 
Philippine  Islands  to  Wiishlngton  and  are  expected  to  arrive  late  this  month 
or  early  in  January,  1916.} 

SPAIN'S  EXPOSIS  ASJt.  piPOBTS  FOB  NINE  UONTHS. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Nov.  13.] 

El  Economista,  published  in  Madrid,  compares  the  exports  and 
Imports  of  Spain  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  with  the  trade  of 
the  first  nine  months  of  1914  and  1913.  The  amo\ints  are  given  in 
pesetas.  This  unit  of  value  has  fluctuated,  during  the  periods  men- 
tioned, between  18.5  cents  and  20.5  cents.  The  present  quotation  for 
a  peseta,  in  United  States  currency,  is  about  19.2  cents.  The  figures 
for  the  three  years  are : 


Classes  ot  aUpimnts. 


mroKTs. 

Ltve'atocfr  

Raw  matcriAl  

lianubetarcd  goods  

FoocbtuSs  

Gold,  coin  and  other  

Silver,  eotn  and  other  

Total  

Exroitn. 

Live  stoct  

Bav  material  

Han  ntectured  goods  

Foodstulb  

Gold,  coin  and  other  -.  

Silver,  coId  and  other  

Total  


UU 


2I.425.gn 

331, 20  (.127 
lS0.(KXt,789 


974,149.34-> 
151,200 
1.459,050 


17,018,187 
259,170,752 
191,519.010 
308,32S,742 


776.032,091 

m,4oa 

16,837.828 


7n,4II8,9U 


UU 


Pfttlai. 
7,315.735 
339.f«&,3ai 
273,  (WS.  903 
107.«56.(t24 


83S.7ri9.fil6 
10,  m.  080 
2,002,030 


851,700,033 


5,2fi7,fi!iO 
211, 104.760 
IM,  204. 1 48 
201,3O3.l»6 


631, 8W,  661 
7.36',1,222 


639, 476, 960 


19Ut 


PetOaa. 

3,290,146 
410,t>02,124 
]52,420,n]4 
169,783.105 


735,301,389 
96,3».140 
1,498,824 


£33,126i,3S3 


1,780.356 
162,955.610 
4aa,  313,023 
278,806,412 


9(ffi,in5.900 
219,680 
4,l2B,8n 


The  total  export  and  import  trade  for  September,  1915,  was 
159,753,462  pesetas  (imports,  60,497,497,  and  exports.  99,255,965),  as 
against  106,541,708  in  1914  and  200,347,735  in  1913.  Marked  increase 
is  noted  in  receipts  of  gold,  in  imports  of  raw  material,  and  in  ex- 
ports of  manufactured  goods.  With  reference  to  this  la^-mentioned 
class,  sports  of  cotton  goods  increased  from  29,000,000  pesetas  in 
1914  to  132,000,000  in  1915;  woolen  goods  from  21,000,000  pesetas  in 
1914  to  more  than  130,000,000  in  1915;  manufactured  fur  goods  from 
26,000,000  pesetas  in  1914  to  73,000,000  in  1915. 


BOHEMIAN  GLASS  SALES. 

Bohemian  manufacturers  of  the  highest  grades  of  cut  and  deco- 
rated and  engraved  glass  are  now  finding  an  exceptionable  market 
for  their  product  in  Norway,  Sweden,  ana  Denmark.  Sets  of  wine 
glasses,  plain  and  with  monogram,  are  having  an  especially  good 
market. 
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WEXSH  SHIPPXNO  PBOBLEHS  AHB  A&BICULTUBS, 


[ConRol  William  U  Jraklns,  detailed  as  rice  eonsnl  at  Swaniea,  Nor.  0.] 

Increased  Price  of  Water  for  Shipping. 

The  Swansea  water  iind  sewers  committee  has  decided  to  increase 
the  charges  for  water  for  shipping.  Previously  they  were  24  cents 
for  100  gallons  for  domestic  purposes  and  12  cents  for  water  for 
boilers,  and  it  was  decided  to  make  the  char^  a  general  one  of  21 
cents  for  100  gallons.  This  new  rate  came  into  oiKration  Novem- 
ber 1.  It  is  believed  that  it  will  mea^.f^fwut  $5,000  a  year  toward  the 
rates. 

fefforts  to  Eelleve  Scarcity  of  Tonnage. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Swansea  Harbor  Trust,  November  8,  it  was 
stated  that  on  tlie  whole  the  trade  of  the  port  for  October  was  slightly 
reverting  to  the  slirinkage  formerly  suffered.  Tlie  accounts  for 
September  showed  a  loss  of  $8,370,  as  compared  with  the  loss  of 
$28,829  in  the  corre.spondiug  period  of  last  ^'ear.  The  chairman  of 
the  finance  committee  stated  that  it  was  an  indication  of  what  their 
earnings  might  be  could  they  only  obtain  the  necessary  steamers  for 
shipment  of  cargoes. 

There  has  been  such  a  sliortage  of  their  particular  class  of  steamers 
tliat  the  coal  exjiorters  were  seriously  hanipered.  That  condition 
extended  nlKo  to  the  colHerifs,  for  nocossariiy  they  must  keep  up  their 
output,  and  when  they  could  not  get  ships  and  facilities  they  were 
placed  in  difficulties.  Mo^t  collieries  are  not  well  provided  with 
storage  accommodations,  making  the  difficulties  very  great  between 
the  carriei*s,  the  railway  companies,  and  the  Harlwr  Trust  itself, 
as  receivers.  A  conimittec  has  been  appointed  to  inspect  the  woric 
at  tlie  docks,  to  see  if  matters  can  be  relieved  in  any  way. 

Blscovery  of  New  Scam  of  Coal. 

A  new  spiim  of  coal,  believed  to  be  a  7-foot  seam,  has  been  dis- 
covered during  thn  sinking  operations  at  a  colliery  at  Port  Talbot. 
The  coal  has  a  thicknc^^s  of  4  feet  G  inches,  and  is  reported  to  be  of 
excellent  quality.  When  fully  developed  the  mine  will  give  employ- 
ment to  about  500  men. 

Keport  on  Teaclilng  of  Agrtcnltare. 

The  annual  report  of  the  board  of  agriculture  on  the  distribution 
of  grants  for  agricultural  education  and  research  in  1914-1.5  con- 
tai]is  interesting  references  to  Wales  and  Monmouthshire.  Dealing 
with  tlie  establishment  of  an  agricultural  council  for  Wales,  it  states 
that  arrangements  have  now  been  made  by  which  all  the  counties 
of  Wales,  with  the  exception  of  Glamorgan  and  Monmouthshire, 
are  grouped  into  areas  and  affiliated,  respectively^  with  Aberystwyth 
and  Bangor  University  colleges.  In  the  counties  so  grouped  the 
agricultural  departments  of  the  colleges  are  responsible  for  the  whole 
of  the  agricultural  work  carried  out  in  the  counties.  At  Aberystw^ 
the  work  of  the  college  has  developed  considerably  in  connection  with 


been  undertaken  with  a  view  to  discovering  a  remedy  for  the  in- 
fertility caused  by  the  drainage  from  the  lead  mines  in  tibe  district. 


the  extension  of  farm-institute 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMUBBOB  BEPOBTS.  1211 

PB08FECT  OF  UININa  BESUHPTIOn  IN  MEXICO. 

[CoQRil  Albert  U  Bonney,  Ban  Lnls  PotosI,  Oct  18.] 

For  the  first  time  this  year  there  appears  to  be  a  possibility  of  a 
gradual  and  partial  resumption  of  mining  and  ore  treatment  in  the 
San  Luis  Potosi  district.  The  operation  of  these  industries  depends 
upon  so  many  diverse  factors  that  it  is  impossible  to  set  any  date 
for  resumption,  but  conditions  are  now  more  favorable  and  the  prob- 
lems of  operation  are  being  taken  up  for  solution. 

The  mmes  can  not  work  imtil  the  smelters  can  take  care  of  their 
product,  and  the  smelters  rec[uire  regular  transportation  and  the  nse 
of  60  to  80  cars  per  day  continually  for  their  operations.  It  is  further  ( 
necessary  to  assemble  foreign  employees  from  various  parts  of  the  * 
United  States  and  to  have  a  stock  on  hand  and  a  continuous  inflow 
of  supplies,  such  as  dynamite,  cyanide,  coke,  oil,  chemicals,  and  repair 
parts  whicn  have  become  entirely  exhausted.  For  the  operation  of 
the  lead  smelter  it  is  necessary  to  purchase  lead,  copper,  lime  rock, 
and  other  ores  for  making  the  necessary  combinations,  and  some  of 
these  ingredients  must  be  Drought  from  distant  parts. 

TraBipartatioa  a  Vital  QaeitloiL. 

For  the  financing  of  all  these  operations  it  is  necessary  that  the 
product  be  e^orted  and  sold  promptly,  and  in  order  to  avoid  an  ex- 
pensive shutdown  all  the  processes  must  be  continuous.  San  Luis 
Potosi  depends  upon  the  Tampico  Railway  for  nearly  all  of  its  heavy 
freight,  and  that  line  must  be  kept  open  if  the  lead  smelter  is  to 
operate.  The  minimum  steamer  load  of  coke  arriving  at  Tampico 
for  tJ^e  smelter  is  3,000  tons,  or  about  150  carloads. 

The  experience  of  the  smelters  has  been  unfortunate  for  the  last 
two  years  and  attempts  to  operate  in  other  districts  have  served  to 
discourage  the  San  Luis  Potosi  smelters.  The  Monterey  Smelter  No. 
3,  which  has  Uie  advantage,  of  proximity  to  the  frontier  and  to 
the  Coahuila  coal  fields,  attempted  to  resume  in  July;  and  after  about 
three  weeks,  during  which  stocks  on  hand  were  used  up,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  continue  by  reason  of  failure  of  transportation.  The 
smelter  company  bought  and  paid  for  25  cars  of  oil  in  Tampico^ 
but  was  able  to  secure  delivery  of  only  6  cars.  In  San  Luis  Potosi 
the  cost  of  coke  and  other  heavy  matenal  by  rail  from  the  frontier  is 
prohibitive ;  they  must  come  by  water  to  Tampica 

Xoek  of  Water— Wage  Difflonltiei. 

In  addition  to  the  necessities  already  named,  the  smelter  must  have 
a  constant  supply  of  water  in  its  dams.  The  1915  season  has  been 
dry,  and  there  is  not  at  present  sufficient  water  for  use  of  the  smelter. 
Considerable  local  difficulty  is  experienced  on  account  of  new  and 
increased  wage  demands,  and  careful  negotiation  in  this  respect  will 
be  necessary.  Difficulties  are  also  experienced  by  reason  of  the  fluctu- 
ation of  the  paper  money  in  which  labor  is  paid. 

In  tiiese  drcumstances  individuals  operating  small  mines  will  find 
it  practicable  to  begin  taking  out  ore  while  the  large  organized  com- 
panies are  discussing  the  solution  of  their  various  problems.  The 
conditions  herein  described  apply  to  the  mining  and  smelting  of 
mlver,  lead,  copper,  antimony,  and  sulphur. 
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CHILEAN  NITBATE  INBUSTBT. 

[CoDBul  General  L.  J.  Keona,  Valparaiso.] 

OoTenunent  Assistance  to  Nitrate  Producers. 

By  decree  No.  2157  of  t!ie  Ministry  of  Hacienda  the  scope  of  the 
loans  to  nitrate  producers  is  extended  to  include  nitrate  works  renew- 
ing operation  and  which  hare  not  a  quantity  of  stoi'ed  nitrate  on 
hand. 

The  law,  No.  2918,  promulgated  in  Augtist,  1914,  provided  for  a 
loan  by  the  Government  of  3  pesos  (at'present  exchange  of  9  pence, 
equal  to  54  cents  United  States  cuwency),  per  Spanish  quintal 
(101.4  pounds)  of  stored  nitrate  held  by  the  producers,  and  of  4 
pesos  (equal  at  9  pence  exchange  to  72  cents  United  States  currency) 
per  Spanisli  quintal  of  nitrate  at  ports,  ready  for  shipment. 

The  decree  No.  2157  authorizes  a  Government  advance  to  nitrate 
producers  at  the  former  rate,  even  though  the  nitrate  oficinas  have 
no  stock  on  hand,  on  the  basis  of  the  average  production  in  periods 
of  three  months  prior  to  the  closing  of  the  works. 

Increase  in  Producing  Capacity  of  Nitrate  Plants. 

The  "Compnnia  de  Salitres  de  Antofagasta,"  which  has  its  prin- 
cipal office  in  Valparaiso,  has  announced  that  it  proposes  to  increase 
its  producing  capacity  through  the  construction  of  an  entirely  new 
ohcina  or  reduction  works.  This  new  plant  will  be  located  in  the 
district  Imown  as  Salinas  Norte  not  far  distant  from  Baquedano, 
wliich  is  the  point  where  the  Longitudinal  Railway  crosses  the  Anto- 
fagasta to  Bolivia  line.  The  new  nitrate  field  will  be  connected  with 
the  Longitudinal  Railway  by  a  line  about  7  kilometers  (4.3  miles) 
long,  which  will  be  constructed  by  the  nitrate  company.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  capacity  of  the  new  oficina  will  be  about  2,000,000 
quintals,  of  101.4  pounds  each,  per  annum. 

The  same  company  has  also  recently  purchased  the  oficina  "Ri- 
viera," which  has  not  been  operating  for  a  long  time.  This  plant 
has  a  production  of  about  600,000  quintals  per  year.  This  company 
was  already  the  largest  producer  or  nitrate  of  soda  in  Chile,  and  the 
two  plants  mentioned  will  place  it  still  further  in  the  lead.  It  has 
been  stated  that  the  new  plant*  projected  may  be  in  operation  by  the 
end  of  1916. 

Completion  of  the  new  plant  "Oficina  Aguste  Victoria,"  under 
construction  for  the  firm  of  Gildemcister  &  Co.,  of  Antofagasta,  is 
now  going  on.  Plants  of  other  companies  wliich  have  been  idle  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  are  again  resuming  operations,  so  that  the 
nitrate  s^ply  will  be  able  to  supply  any  probable  demand  in  the  near 
future.  Early  estimates  of  the  probable  exportation  in  1916  set  the 
figure  at  60.000,000  quintals. 

Production  for  Octeber. 

The  production  of  nitrate  of  soda  in  Cliile  during  the  month  of 
October,  1915,  has  been  reported  to  be  about  4,873,000  quintals  of 
101.4  pounds  each.  This  showed  an  increase  of  1,381,000  quintals 
over  September,  1915,  and  an  increase  of  1,907,000  quintals  over  the 
month  of  October,  1914. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  exportation 
was  lower  than  the  production.   The  shipments  of  nitrate  during 
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October  were  3,712,000  quintals,  or  1,161,000  quintals  less  than  the 
production,  although  the  exportation  during  1915  was  greater  by 
2,199,000  quintals  than  in  October,  1914. 

The  falling  off  in  shipments  was  due  primarily  to  the  interruptions 
to  traffic  throusb  the  Panama  Canal.  The  closing  of  the  canal  also 
had  a  great  elrect  on  speculative  dealings  in  nitrate  for  prompt  de- 
livery. At  the  end  of  September  and  in  the  earlier  days  of  October 
the  market  for  nitrate  for  early  delivery  was  firm  with  constantly 
rising  prices.  Transactions  for  95  per  cent  nitrate  at  as  high  as 
9s.  6a.  ($2.31)  were  made.  |qd:  deliveries  within  three  months.  At 
present  (Nov.  18)  quotatioxis-are  about  8s.  7d.  ($2.08)  per  quintal  for 
three  months'  delivery. 

The  interest  in  refined  nitrate  is  comparatively  slight  and  ranges 
in  price  about  3d.  per  quintal  over  the  95  per  cent  grade.  Freights 
for  the  United  States  via  the  straits  are  about  $17  per  ton,  an  in- 
crease of  about  $4  per  ton  in  cost  of  shipment  via  the  Panama  Canal. 
The  increase  of  freight  charges  also  had  an  effect  in  reducing  the 
price  of  nitrate  on  this  coast. 


DISnrFECTION  OF  FOKEION  COTTON  SAMPLES. 

To  guard  against  the  danger  that  the  pink  boll  worm  and  other 
dangerous  cotton  insects  may  oe  introduced  into  this  country  through 
samples  of  foreign  cotton  lint  sent  by  mail,  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, at  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  has  prohibited 
the  use  of  the  mails  for  such  cotton.  The  only  exception  is  that  cot- 
ton samples  may  be  sent  in  the  mails  from  the  Mexican  States  of 
Nuevo  Leon,  Coahuila,  Durango,  Chihuahua,  Tamaulipas,  and  Lower 
California. 

The  Post  Office  instructions  reauire  postmasters  to  cause  such  for- 
eign cotton  samples  fi*om  other  than  these  Mexican  States  to  be  re- 
turned at  once  to  the  point  of  origin.  The  Federal  Horticultural 
Board  is  bringing  this  order  to  the  attention  of  .cotton  importers  and 


them  not  to  make  further  mail  sendings. 

Cotton  samples  which  have  been  forwarded  by  freight  or  express 
in  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
must  be  disinfected  by  representatives  of  the  Federal  Horticultural 
Board,  after  which  the  disinfected  samples  may  be  distributed  with- 
out any  restrictions,  by  mail  or  otherwise. 

In  addition  to  the  above  instruction,  the  Federal  Horticultural 
Board  shortly  will  issue,  as  Service  and  Regulatory  Announcements 
(1)  forms  for  application  for  license  authorizing  brokers  to  pur- 
chase imported  cotton;  (2)  instructions  regarding  the  screening  and 
safeguarding  of  warehouses  and  rooms  in  which  imported  cotton  is 
handled  in  the  process  of  opening  and  cleaning;  and  (3)  instruc- 
tions for  safeguarding  of  fordgn  cotton  in  storage  and  proc^  of 
manufacture. 

Importers  or  manufacturers  of  foreign  cotton  may  obtain  these 
forms  and  regulations  on  application  to  the  Federal  Horticultural 
Board,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculturo,  Washington,  D.  C, 


shippers  at  once  and  to  warn 
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A  HEW  FHHIFFINE  OIL  HUT. 


[The  Philippine  Crftftsmaa.] 


A  new  oil  nut  has  just  been  discovered  by  accident.  Some  months 
ago  25  bags  of  an  oil-bearing  nut  were  sent  to  Manila  from  Catan- 

duanes  by  a  person  who  thought  he  was  sending  himbang  nuts.  The 

fierson  to  whom  they  were  sent  saw  at  a  ghmee  that  they  were  not 
umbang,  but  he  did  not  know  what  thov  were.  He  got  in  touch 
witli  the  Bureau  of  Science,  which  was  unable  to  identify  the  plant  by 
the  nut. alone,  but  offered  to  extract  the  oil  and  investigate.  This 
bureau  found  that  the  nut  produccfl"45;  per  cent  of  a  Airk,  fatty, 
nondrying  oil  that  made  very  good  soap.  Some  time  later  le-aves  and 
wood  were  securedj  and  Botanist  E.  D.  Merrill  was  able  definitely  to 
classify  it  as  Chisoekiton  eumingianv8  (Harms)  of  the  natural 
family  Molicacea^,  the  order  to  which  santol  belongs.  He  also 
stated  that  the  field  labels  indicate  it  as  "abundant,"  and  tliat  no 
information  as  to  the  presence  of  oil  in  the  seed  was  on  hand. 
The  recorded  native  names  are:  In  Catanduanes  and  Camarines, 


kalimotam,  salagum;  in  Oagnyan,  marambolo,  akafsa,  macalsa;  in 
Bntaan,  cato;  in  Albay,  dudoa;  in  Bukidnon,  valita;  and  in  Negros, 
malacalad.  The  fruit  grows  to  the  size  of  a  double  fist  in  very  large 
numbers  on  very  large  forest  trees,  each  of  the  fruits  having  four 
seeds  or  "nuty"  in  them.  The  Philippine  Manufacturing  Co.,  of 
Manila,  has  had  two  shipments  of  the  nuts,  one  being  of  288  piculs 
(39,G00  pounds).  The  oil  is  used  for  soap  aud  the  company  pro- 
nounces it  satisfactory. 

The  person  who  investigated  this  product  in  Catanduanes  states 
that  over  30  years  ago  this  oil  was  the  illuminant  used  by  everybody. 
Then  when  petroleum  was  introduced  it  was  gradually  abandoned 
until  no  one  of  the  present  generation  even  knows  about  it  or  has  ever 
seen  the  oil  extracted  or  used.  Of  20  persons  in  one  gi'oup  in  Virac, 
one  old  man  alone  remembered  that  the  process  was  used  in  his  boy- 
hood, and  described,  to  the  surprise  of  the  others,  the  press  they  used 
and  the  "  Idnki    in  which  they  burned  the  oil. 


A  commei'cial  bulletin  has  been  published  by  the  American  con- 
sulate at  La  Guaira,  Venezuela,  containing  the  names  and  addresses 
of  those  firms  in  the  United  States  that  have  asked  for  the  assistance 
of  the  consulate  in  extending  their  foreign  trade  during  the  three 
months  ended  November  15,  1915.  A  copy  of  this  publication  has 
been  received  from  Consul  Homer  Brett  and  may  be  mspected  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Kefer  to  file  No.  70,253. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bnreau  of  Foreigrn  and  Domestio  Commerce. 

ITew  York,  Aoom  409  United  States  CuBtomhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago.  504  Federal  Snildiog;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Ballding;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Bailding;  ITew  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbemia  Bank  Bnilding;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Gnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
822  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Cob* 
merce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Contmem; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerc«, 
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AXEBICAK  CONfflTLAS  OmOEBS  OIT  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commerci^  organizati<His  relative  to  conditions  in  tideir  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Post 

Expira- 
tion ot 
▼enue. 

Addnn 

Stmuners,  Wmiiitn,  

Pock,  WUIvs  R  

Clwshiie,  Fteming  D  

Twio.B  

SBoPaolo,,3fBxItj  

Amoy,  Ohina  

CanUxi,  Cbiu  

BtMQOB  Aires,  Argen- 
tina. 

Shanghai,  ChiBR  

Lourenco  U  ar  Q  n  cs, 

PortngiMH  £  a  s  t 

Africa. 

Ven  Crut,  Mexico  

Oomvall,  Cuuda  

Haracafbo,  Vmezoela. 
San  Luis  Fotosl, 
Uexteo. 

Dec.  SI 
...do..-. 
Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  31 

Dec.  31 

Jan.  S 
Dec.  31 

Feb.  1 
Jan.  fi 

Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Department  ol  Slate,  Washington,  D.a 

Do. 
Do. 
Lew.  s,  Dtl. 

Burtetu  of  Fceeitn  nnd  Dome  ttrCoBi' 
merc«,   Room   iOS,  Customboun* 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Do. 

C") 

i^UB  Club,  110  West  Filtr-WToUb 
Street.  New  Ymk  City. 

Winchester,  Ind. 

aS07  RIeventta  Street  NW.,  Wariilns> 

ton,  D.  C. 
153  Church  Street,  MobSe,  Ala. 
1905  North  BttsbSlreet,  Santa  Ana,  OA 

■  The  toor  of  American  dtlcB  b;  Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  of  Sbangbal.  inclado 
Rochester,  Albany,  Canajobarle.  New  York,  Detroit,  Chicago.  Seattle,  Tucoma,  Portland, 
and  San  Fmndaco,  concluding  at  the  latter  place  .7nn.  4,  IDlO.  Ue  will  confer  with  bnn- 
nesa  men  at  these  places  who  are  Interested  In  trade  In  China.  „  , 

*  CoasQ]  Wilbcrt  J..  Bonney  aball  visit  Ban  Francisco.  Los  Angeles,  and  San  Diego,  Cal., 
and  San  Antonio,  Tes.,  and  will  advise  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  each  ot  these  dtles  of 
Ui  arrival  and  address. 


HOW  10  PACIUXAZE  COSSirLAK  mVESTIGATIONS. 

[Consul  Thomas  D.  Bowman,  Femie,  Canada,  Nor.  24.] 

A  few  American  manufacturers  in  writing  to  this  office  have  sub- 
mitted, by  way  of  helpful  suggestion,  a  list  of  the  classes  of  concerns 
that  have  used  or  kept  in  stock  for  sale  such  products  as  the  manu- 
facturers are  seeking  to  sell.  This  has  proved  very  helpful  in  en- 
abling this  office  to  investigate  more  intelligently  the  possibilities  of 
a  marliet  in  such  lines. 

The  consul  is  not  familiar  with  the  uses  of  every  product  manu- 
factured, and  sometimes  he  is  at  a  loss  to  know  in  just  what  branches 
of  indu^xy  he  should  make  inquiry  regarding  the  possibility  of 
future  trade. 


BUILDIH0  SOCIETTS  HOST  SUCCESSFUL  TKAB. 

[Consul  Franklin  D.  Hale,  Haddersflcld,  Bnglasd,  Nov.  10.1 

The  fifty-first  annual  meeting  of  the  Huddersfield  Equitable  Per- 
manent Boaeiit  Building  Society  was  recently  held,  and  the  directors 
were  able  to  report  that  the  year  ended  August  31, 1916,  was  the  most 
successful  in  the  history  of  the  society.  The  numoer  of  shareholders 
increased  from  8,913  to  9,521 ;  the  number  of  shares  from  25,145  to 
26,021 ;  the  amoimt  due  to  shareholders  is  $3,018,845 ;  the  amount  due 
to  depositors,  $1,453,419;  the  amount  loaned  out,  $4,438,968.  The 
profits  enabled  tiie  directors  to  declare  a  bonus  to  members  for  the 
forty-second  year  in  succesdon. 
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FOBEIGH  XBASE  OFFOETTOmSS. 

Bescrred  oddreiiBPg  maj  be  obtolned  from  the  Bnrema  and  Its  dlktrlvt  ofllera.  BcqMl 
for  each  opportunity  shoold  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  flle  aanilwr  given.  - 

Ccmentf  iron  produpts,  malt,  etc..  No.  19650. — A  man  In  Brasll  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  llrma 
exporting  cement,  Iron  products,  uuilt,  bops,  and  essences  for  soap  duldu- 
facture. 

Faint  spray  maehinert/,  No.  19660. — A  Ann  !n  the  United  Kingdom  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  tliat  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  comniui^catlon  iritli 
mnnufncturers  of  paliit  sis-ay  machinery. 

Hardicare,  etc..  No.  19661. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Paraguay  reports 
that  a  firm  in  bis  district  desires  tO'ftar^ase  cartridges,  axes,  hatclieta, 
nalla,  agateware,  and  calcium  carbldt".  Correspondence  and  catalogues 
should  be  in  Spanish  and  weights  and  measurements  should  be,  if  possible. 
In  the  metric  system. 

Watt  paper,  No.  19662. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports  that 
a  firm  In  Us  district  desires  to  obtain  names  of  manufacturers  of  wall 
paper.   Samples  and  prices  are  rsQuested.  Bank  references  are  givea 

Bheet  and  plate  gloat,  No.  19663.-— A  report  from  an  American  consalar  officer 
states  that  n  firm  of  wholesale  glass  merchants  In  Wales  desires  to  recelTC 
c.  i.  f.  quotations  on  plate  and  sheet  glass.  In  cases  contalnli^  300  feet, 
each  sheet  being  60  by  40  inches.  Plate  glass,  one-fourth  Indi  in  thickness, 
in  various  sizes  and  designs  are  also  required. 

Lumber  and  structural  materials,  No.  19664. — ^A  firm  In  Kongo  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  exporters  of  pitch,  white  and  russet  pine,  iron  bars  and  cross  pieces, 
galvanized  corrugated  sheet  iron  for  roofing,  Portland  cement,  etc.  A 
'  diagram  showing  shape  of  boards  desired,  together  with  dimensions,  may  be 
examined  at  the  bureau  or  Its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  701&2.> 

Women's  coats,  etc.,  No.  19605. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United 
Kingdom  reports  tliut  a  firm  desires  to  commuuicate  with  manufacturers 
of  women's  cloaks,  golf  coats,  dresses;  and  mat«-lala  for  malting  same. 
The  Inquire  states  that  all  salea  would  be  on  a  nnnmlsslon  basis  of  5  per 
cent  or  more  according  to  arrangements.  The  sole  agency  for  that  country 
Is  wanted.  Bank  references  are  given. 

Beer,  No.  196G6. — ^Two  companies  In  Burma  Inform  an  American  consular  offlcw 
that  they  dei^irc  to  obtain  agencies  for  American  beer.  Quotations  c  L  f. 
port  of  destination,  with  samples,  are  requested.  Bank  references  are 
given. 

Typewriters,  etc..  No.  10667. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau  reports  that  a 
commission  agent  in  Salvador  desires  to  communicate  with  manufacturers 
of  typewriters  and  various  other  articles  manufactured  In  the  United 
States. 

Jkovclfies,  No.  1960S. — A  letter  to  the  bureau  states  that  a  traveling  representa- 
tive of  a  large  company  desires  to  carry  side  lines  of  standard  or  novelty 
articles  on  his  trii«  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand.   References  are  glvML 

Steel  pUtti-s,  flour,  shoes,  etc.,  No.  19669. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau  re- 
ports that  a  man  in  Nonvay  desires  to  purchase  steel  plates  and  mnchinoy 
for  sliii>building,  flour,  shoes,  and  molasses.  Prices  should  be  quoted  f .  o.  tk 
New  York.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Willow,  No.  10670. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports  that  a 
furniture  company  in  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for  willow  suitable  foe 
malting  furniture.  It  Is  stated  that  a  carload  a  month  can  bo  used  if  Ihi 
price  is  satisfactory.  A  sample  of  the  willow  desired  may  be  examined  at 
the  bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  70224.)  Corre^und' 
euce  may  he  in  English  or  French,  but  tlie  latter  Is  preferred. 

J^lcctrical  supplies,  No.  10071. — A  firm  In  Siberia  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  desires  to  he  placed  In  communlcntlou  with  an  electrical 
engineer,  who  would  he  willing  to  not  as  agent  for  the  purchase  of  electrical 
goods.  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm  will  reimburse  tiie  representative  for  cable 
and  incidental  outlays,  and  allow  him  a  small  commission  on  all  purctuiscs 
made.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

WAsnixGTOx :  govern  uk-nt  paiNTiKQ  omca ;  i*u 
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EHBABGO  OH  LOGWOOD  IN  JAK&ICA. 

[Cablpgmm  from  American  nmbassador,  E^ondon,  Dec.  23.1 

The  foreign  office  states  that  the  demand  for  logwood  has  very 
largely  increased  all  over  tlie  world,  which  has  made  it  imperative 
that  the  British  Government  prohibit  the  exportation  (except  to  the 
United  Kingdom)  of  dyewoods  from  Jamaica  and  British  Honduras. 
A  sufficient  quantity  of  wood  having  been  obtained  by  British  con- 
sumers, tlie  governor  of  Jamaica  has  been  directed  to  allow  the  ex- 
portation of  about  4,700  tons  of  dyewood  which  was  awaiting  ship- 
ment when  the  embargo  was  declared.  The  foreign  office  states  that 
the  United  States  imports  this  commodity  largely  from  Mexico  and 
Haiti  and  that  the  normal  annual  importation  from  Jamaica  is 
below  20,000  tons.  The  foreign  office  requests  me  in  transmitting 
information  as  to  measures  being  taken  by  the  British  GoTemment  to 
facilitate  the  raising  of  the  embargo  in  favor  of  American  manufac- 
turers to  explain  that  such  action  must  necessarily  be  conditional  on 
the  resumption  of  tlie  exportation  of  reasonable  quantities  of  log- 
wood extract  from  the  United  States  to  Canada. 


The  Department  of  Commerce  is  informed  through  reliable  sources 
that  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  the  British  Government  placed 
an  embargo  upon  the  exportation  of  logwood  from  Jamaica  and 
British  Honduras  was  the  fact  that  American  manufacturers  of  log- 
vrood  extract  increased  their  prices  materially  to  Canadian  and 

U«3*-15  1217 
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British  purchasers  of  this  material,  and  in  some  cases  evm  repudiated 
contracts  made  with  the  purchasers. 

The  import  statistics  for  1914  show  that  approximately  two-thirds 
of  the  dyewoods  entering  the  United  States  (about  20,000  tons)  was 
imported  from  Jamaica,  the  remaining  supply  ccHning  lately  from 
Haiti.   

LOaWOOD  IS  CEirrBAL  AMEBICA. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harrii.] 

In  November,  1914,  there  were  many  tons  of  logwood  in  Briti^ 
Honduras,  and  it  had  been  there  for  a  long  time,  the  market  having 
gone  down  to  such  a  point  as  to  make  the  further  cutting  unprofitable. 
A  firm  in  Belize  owns  a  line  of  power  boats  running  up  the  Belize 
River  toward  The  Cayo,  and  they  can  bring  down  the  wood  fron^  the 
Guatemalan  frontier  and  from  the  edge  of  Mexico.  This  fimt  in 
the  past  has  dealt  in  logwood  and  is  able  to  get  it  out,  having,  m 
organization  for  the  purpose.  There  is  also  in  Belize  a  live  man  "^ho 
is  mterested  in  marketing  woods,  and  he  could  undoubtedly  get  some 
supplied  out  of  Paya  Obispo,  Mexico,  just  above  Belize.  U  can  be 
brought  down  by  light-draft  laoats. 

Going  further  down,  take  the  Iiake  Ysabal  district,  whidi  has  its 
outlet  at  Livingston,  Guatemala.  Consul  Edward  Keed  can  un- 
doubtedly put  inquirers  in  touch  with  parties  who  would  be  only  too 
glad  to  get  the  contracts  at  this  time,  and  for  the  fustic  (yellow.dye) 
as  vdL  The  Lake  Ysabal  district  is  a  large  one,  and  there  is  plait? 
of  both  these  woods  to  be  had  there.  Some  of  it — limited  quantities- 
can  be  gotten  at  Puerto  Barrios,  Guatemala,  and  the  consuls  at  Puerto 
Oortez,  La  Ceiba,  and  the  consular  agencies  along  the  coast  there,  if 
called  upon,  can  furnish  a  surprising  supply  by  passing  the  word  out 
that  there  is  a  market  for  it.  A  good  deal  can  be  gotten  about  Blue- 
fields  and  Greytown,  Nicaragua. 

'  At  San  Jose,  Costa  Bica,  I  was  urged  particularly  by  a  dealer  to 
try  to  help  him  find  a  market  for  logwood  and  fustic ;  he  controls  large 
areas  bearing  plenty  of  this  wood. 

Jn  Cuba  there  is' a  good  deal  of  logwood— "  palo  camp^he"  it  is 
termed  here — and  the  fustic,  or  yellow  wood,  is  also  reasonably  abun- 
dant. In  times  past,  when  the  price  was  an  inducement,  it  pa^ed  out 
of  Santiago,  Tunias,  and  Guantanamo  in  quantity.  It  can  be  had 
again  if  people  will  pay  a  profitable  price  for  it. 

ITAVIGATIOK  UOVEMEIIT  OF  EAVBE  IH  NOV£UB£B. 

[Consul  John  Ball  Osborne,  Havre,  France,  Dec.  8.] 

The  inward  navigation  movement  of  the  port  of  Havre  during 
November,  1915,  follows:  Vessels  entered — 15  French  vessels,  with  a 
total  tonnage  of  21,055;  171  foreign  vessels  of  161,836  tons,  including 
110  British,  4  Dutch,  5  Danisli,  43  Norwegian,  4  Swedish,  1  Russian, 
3  Belgian,  and  1  American.  In  the  French  coasting  trade  the  num- 
ber entered  was  136  French  vessels  of  23,804  tons  wi«i  cargo,  Mid  220 
vessels  of  53,699  tons  in  ballast,  all  coming  from  French  ports. 

The  single  American  vessel  mentioned  iibove  as  entered  during  the 
month  was  the  Georgiana^  of  Savannah,  which  remains  in  port  at  this 
writing. 
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AMEBICAH  TRADE  BT  CUSTOKS  DISTBICTS. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
December  25,  1916,  at  the  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the 
United  States,  handling  88  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  93  per  cent 
of  total  exports,  based  on  transactions  in  the  month  of  October, 
1915,  follow: 


Distrlcta. 


Impwts. 


Dattos 
coUecied. 


Exports. 


Georgia  (Savannali)  

Massachusetts  (Boston) 

New  York  

Philadelphia  

Marylaod  (BaUlmoTe). 

Virginia  (No^olk)  

New  Orleans  

Galvnton  

Ban  Francisco  

Wailibigton  (Seattle).. 

Buffolo  

Chicago  

If  i^giiii  (Detroit)  

Total  


S3, 622 

,395.793 
,250,385 
,075,168 
589,124 

25,828 
M;,403 

97,35' 
885,951 
606,201 
460,425 
327,698 

m,4M 


SI. 014 

98.917 
2,241,784 
110,25(1 
19,  SOI 
3,477 
6,603 
2,459 
49,012 
7,963 
15.16S 
93,993 
33,359 


SI, 039,270 
2,698,534 

32,999.137 
501,069 
!, 662. 781 
1,701,098 
3,143,338 
3,960,774 
583,507 
2,046,888 

2, 118,  sex 


4,060,378 


80,799,043 


2,683,860 


56,530,607 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  December  25,  1914,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  follows: 


Distrtota. 

Bales. 

DfsMots. 

Bales. 

14,876 
1,798 

33,938 
25,912 
1,«75 
10,938 

14.QS7 
12.025 

S,64S 

131,193 

AKOEHTINX  BAILROAD  TO  EHCOTJBAOE  COIOKIZATION. 

LTraasIatloQ  from  La  Prenaa,  Nor.  15,  forwarded  by  Commercial  AttaclM!  Albert  Hale, 

Buenos  Aires.] 

The  Buenos  Aires  Pacific  Railway  has  just  completed  a  census  of 
the  large  landed  properties  along  its  lines,  which  are  uncultivated 
and,  therefore,  unproductive.  The  owners  have  been  invited  to  take 
f;ome  united  action  regarding  these  tracts,  and  with  this  end  in  view 
the  railway  has  been  studying  a  plan  of  colonization  by  which,  using 
the  crops  obtained  as  a  basis  of  value,  a  small  rental  can  bie  paid 
or  a  similar  sum  deposited  toward  the  purchase  by  a  farmer-colonist 
who  may  be  induced  to  occupy  the  soil  as  a  cultivator. 

A  period  of  5  to  10  years  will  be  offered  during  which  the  price, 
fixed  in  advance,  may  be  paid.  The  same  railway  company  is  trying 
to  interest  the  banks  so  that  they  will  take  steps  to  loan  the  necessary 
money  to  facilitate  the  distribution  of  seeds,  and  thereby  to  encourage 
the  work.  The  company  has,  therefore,  established  an  office  to  direct 
the  propaganda. 

There  are  both  irrigated  and  unirrigated  lands  to  be  opened  to 
cultivation.  For  a  careful  and  practical  study  of  this  plan  an  ex- 
cursion is  projected  in  which  railway  officials,  bankers,  and  agri- 
culturists will  take  j)&rt. 
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WEOLBSAIX  PSICX8  Dl  1914. 

Aeoording  to  Bulletin  181  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of 
ike  United  States  D^artmrat  of  Labor,  wh<teaie  priees  in  the 
United  States,  as  measured  by  the  aggregate  Talne  in  exchange  of 

840  repr^ntative  commoditi^  were  nearl^r  1  per  cent  lower  in 
1914  than  in  1913.  In  each  of  four  groups,  viz,  cloths  and  dothing, 
fuel  and  lighting,  metals  and  metal  products,  and  lumber  and  build- 
ing materials,  more  than  half  of  the  commodities  decreased  in  price 
from  1913  to  1914.  Decided  decreases  occurred  in  the  yearly  average 
pric^  of  cotton  vams,  print  cloths,  storm  serge,  silesian  clotih, 
worsted  yams,  coke,  gasoline^  crude  petroleum,  bar  iron,  copper 
ingot,  sheet  copper,  copper  wire,  iron  ore,  pig  lead,  lead  pipe,  pig 
iron,  cast-iron  pipe,  steel  billets,  steel  tank  plates,  steel  sheets, 
structural  steel,  pig  tin,  wood  screws,  brick  in  New  York  City,  plate 
glass,  Douglas  fir,  rosin,  and  cedar  shingles.  Increases  in  price  are 
shown  for  cotton  blankets,  boots  and  shoes,  leather,  10 — 4  Meac^ed 
sheeting,  quicksilver,  linseed  oil,  turpentine,  and  a  few  other  articles 
in  the  rour  groups  named. 

A  majority  of  the  articles  which  increased  in  price  between  1913 
and  1914  belcmg  to  the  farm  products  and  food  groupa  Within  these 
two  groups,  comprising  124  series  of  price  quotations,  72  commodities 
or  grades  of  conmiodities  increased  in  price,  44  decreased,  and  8  were 
unchanged.  The  articles  showing  the  greatest  increase  were  com, 
oats,  rye,  wheat,  flaxseed,  New  York  State  hops,  calfskins,  peanuts, 
tobacco,  canned  corn,  rye  flour,  wheat  flour,  fi-esh  and  evaporated 
apples^  prunes,  raisins,  com  meal,  sugar,  cabbage,  onions,  potatoes, 
and  vinegar.  Some  of  the  articles  in  these  two  groups  wnich  de- 
creased in  price  were  cotton,  butter,  canned  tomat<^  <»ffee,  lemons, 
and  oranges. 

Of  10  c<Hnmodities  classed  as  drugs  or  chemicals,  5  increased  in 
price,  4  remained  stationary,  and  1  decreased  in  price  in  1914,  com- 
pared with  1913.  The  5  articles  showing  an  increase  were  alum,  glyc- 
erine, grain  alcohol,  opium,  and  quinine.  The  article  which  de- 
creased in  price  was  wood  alcohol. 

Of  the  3-10  series  of  prices  secured  by  the  Bureau  for  1913  and  1914, 
122  series  showed  an  mcrease  between  these  two  years,  154  showed  a 
decrease,  wMle  no  change  occurred  in  the  case  of  64  seri^ 


K&ILROAB  10  EXTEND  TO  ABOENTIHE-BOLIVIAH  FKONTIEB. 

[Translation  Arom  La  Naelta.  Not.  18,  forwarded  bj  CMOBardat  Atta^  Albeit  Hale, 

Boenos  Aires.] 

In  order  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  Bolivian  Government,  the 
President  of  Argentina  has  authorized  the  construction  firm,  Vezin 
&  Co.,  to  prolong  northward,  as  far  as  the  Argentine- Bolivian 
frontier,  the  line  of  the  Central  Northem  Eailway,  and  to  place  a 
bridge  over  the  River  La  Quiaca.  This  work  must  be  carried  on 
under  control  of  the  general  administration  of  national  railways  (of 
Argentina),  whicli  will  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  constructing 
company  all  facilities  possible  to  bring  Uie  work  to  a  speedy  and 
satisfactory  conclusion. 

[Articles  on  railway  construction  and  development  In  ArgenOna  were  pnb- 
Ushea  la  Comuebce  Uepobts  for  Jan.  6  and  Juoe  29^   
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The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the 
week  ended  December  18,  1915,  follow : 


lUPORTS. 


Coontrta. 

Ore,  matte  and  re{- 
ulns  (copper  caa,- 
tents). 

Tigs,  bigots.  Inra, 
pistes,  and  old,  etc 

Pound!. 

Povndi. 

5,618 
1«,6T7 
603,506 
692, 150 
1.236 
0,5£4 

S040 

2,m 
110,816 
76,527 
100 
8S8 

13,463 
643,167 

12,077 
61,228 

16,103 
31,510 

3,192 
5,670 

374.200 
614.470 

67,383 
110,0(0 

603,243 

63,165 

2,306,420 

379,000 

Countries. 


PlK3,  inf^.  bars, 
pUtes,  Mid  eld,  eto. 


Countries. 


Plis,  biKOts.  bus, 
plues,  Riid  otd,  eto. 


Prance  

It^  

Netherlands 
KonAij:.... 


Pound*. 
12,118,729 
1,531.021 
18(3.563 
354,130 
90,373 
5,S10,O44 


S3,318,ftS6 
396.466 
37,210 
66,617 
10,f«64 
1,109,300 


Brazil  

Duicta  East  Indies. 

Russia  tn  Asia  

^  othe^  eonntrln 

Total  


04,072 
40.035 
1,904.550 
73,541 


22,178,653 


611,324 

10, 185 
339,000 
15,523 


4,224,473 


INCREASED  FARM  FRODUCTION  IN  ONTARIO.  ( 

[Congnl  Fred  C.  Slater.  Samtn.  Canada,  Dec.  11. 1 

Comparison  of  the  quantity  of  various  farm  products  in  Ontario, 
for  the  present  year,  with  the  yield  of  those  products  a  year  ago 
shows  the  results  of  the  efforts  that  were  made  to  secure  an  increase. 
The  iigures  for  the  two  years,  in  bushels  (or  tons) ,  and  the  quantities 
per  acre,  are: 


Products. 


1914 


Acres. 


Busbela. 


Per 
acre. 


lOIS 


A(a«s. 


Bu3bet!. 


FaU  wheat  

^rtng  Theat  

Barley  

Oats  

Bye..:  

Buckwheat  

Peas  

Boans    ............ 

Coni,  hnsklog  

Com.  silo  .....tons.. 

Potaloej  

Carrots  

Mangel-wurzeb  

Tomtps  

Mixed  gniina  

Hay,  cloVer.and  altelh  toes.. 

Bagu  beets  


685. 6S2 
lis,  007 
579.473 
2,776.883 
138.013 
177,227 
177,850 

51,140 
290,817 
418. 1(5 
lft7.591 
2,443 

CD, 663 

95.371 
456,031 
3,415,484 

18,634 


14,333,648 
2,169,425 

18.096.754 
103,564,322 
2,3iS,S3a 
4,251,421 
3,609,585 

23,^32.360 
4,751.223 
26.717.687 
767.070 
25.439,620 
46.33n,7(n 
16.854,550 
3,843,654 

7,«e,8i» 


20.0 

18.3 

31.2 

37.3 

16.7 

24 

14.7 

16.3 

80 

11.36 
ISO 
313 
603 

36.9 
1.13 
403 


811.185 
162,143 
553,318 
2,871.755 
173,730 
193,497 
120,943 

62,863 
309.773 
443,735 
173.934 
2,439 

50,799 

97,451 
475. 73S 
3.231.7.'i2 

22,E90 


24,737,011 
3,439,949 

I9.S93, 129 
120,217.952 
3.210.512 
4.278,366 
3,043,049 
882,819 

21.7W,496 
4.R74,377 

13,267,023 
680.232 

15,302,323 

46,503,851 

19.461.609 
4.2.T3.7ia 
8,644,281 
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TBAPHC  ZHCBE&SZHQ  AT  OATEWAT  TO  MSUOO. 

[Vice  CoiuiU  WllUam  P.  Blocker,  Piedras  Nesru,  Coftbulla,  Dec.  IS.] 

The  Piedras  N^raa  district  now  has  trains  opwating  to  snd  trook 
southern  |>oint8  with  much  greater  regularity  than  heretofore.  Not- 
withstanding the  lack  of  equipment,  there  is  a  ccnitinual  stream  of 
passengers  going  south  each  day,  anxious  to  get  to  the  interior  to 
resume  worE  or  investigate  conditions. 

There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  customhouse  receipts  in  the 
past  few  weeks,  both  export  and  imports  Cars  are  |)assing  freely 
across  the  international  bridge,  loaded  with  Amencau  products. 
Three  trains  of  freight,  consisting  of  69  cars,  passed  over  the 
boundary  line  to  Mexico  Tuesday  fn)m  Eagle  Pass,  and  were  deliv- 
ered to  the  Mexican  International  Railway  at  Piedras  N^ras. 

In  addition  to  the  freight  going  into  Meixico,  the  firet  24  carloads 
coming  out,  consigned  to  points  in  the  East,  arrived  in  Piedras 
Negras  the  morning  of  December  13  from  interior  points,  and  Were 
trai^erred  to  Eagle  Pass  the  same  afternoon.  Tnis  consigntftent 
consisted  of  ixtle,  for  mills  in  Ohio.  It  is  reported  that  there  are  tdso 
some  1,000  cars  of  zinc  ore  awaiting  shipment  from  the  mines  -tiear 
Muzquiz  and  Cuatro  Cienegas  to  smelters  in  Oklahoma  and  other 
points  in  the  United  States,  but  owing  to  a  shortage  of  equipment 
the  movement  is  delayed.  It  is  expected  that  plenty  of  cars  will  be  on 
hand  by  the  latter  part  of  Decemoer,  and  the  ore  will  then  begm  to 
move  through  this  place. 

Vtliy  Addition*  Kade  to  Sbep  Foroev  in  Hedru  Vegrair 

In  addition  to  the  resumption  of  traffic  at  this  gateway  to  Mexican 
points,  the  aiiop  forces  are  being  increased  daily  at  Piedras  Ke^as. 
There  are  noW  about  600  men  at  work,  with  a  slight  increase  weekly. 
The  master  mechanic  of  the  shops  advises  the  American  consulate 
that  eight  locomotives,  now  in  the  back  sho^B  of  the  Mexican  Inter- 
national Bailroad  in  this  city,  are  imdergoing  a  general  overhaul- 
ing, and  will  be  turned  out  by  January  1  and  placed  in  commission. 
When  the  engines  entered  the  ^ops  many  parts  were  missing,  but 
these  have  been  supplied. 

There  is  much  speculation  as  to  whether  large  shipments  such  as 
have  been  passing  through  here  the  past  week  will  last.  It  is  re- 
ported that  there  are  large  quantities  ready  for  export  in  the  in- 
terior, but  the  owners  are  meeting  with  considerable  difficulty  in 
gettii^  permission  from  the  authorities  to  bring  out  the  goods. 

(From  Amerlciui  Coiunlate,  AgiuscalieDtei,  Mexico,  Dec.  16.] 

foodstuffs  More  Plentiful  but  Still  High  Priced  in  Agnasoallentes. 

Foodstuffs  (corn  and  beans)  are  still  being  brought  in  from  the 
States  of  Guanajuato  and  Jalisco,  and  although  still  sold  at  high 
prices  (beans  at  50  pesos  per  hectoliter — $8.76  per  bushel — and  com 
at  40  pesos — $7  per  bushel)  they  are  not  so  scarce  as  in  August  and 

September. 

The  financial  conditions  have  not  improved.  The  value  of  the  peso 
mcreascd  to  about  9  cents,  United  States  currency,  but  it  has  smce 
dropped  to  about  6|  cents,  and  great  difficulty  and  annoyance  attend 
transactions  involving  the  payment  or  receiving  of  Mexican  cor- 
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rency.  Some  money  is  declared  false,  but  there  is  no  way  to  distin- 
guish it  from  that  which  is  said  to  be  valid. 

A  decided  improvement  is  observed  in  railroad  traffic.  A  trip  to  the 
States  which,  60  days  ago,  had  to  be  made  in  box  cars,  can  now  be 
made  in  Pullman  cars.  Between  San  Luis  Potosf  and  Aguascalientes, 
however,  the  service  has  shown  no  improvement,  and  travelers  have 
had  to  make. the  trip  in  a  box  car.  Direct  railroad  communication  be- 
tween Aguascalientes  and  Mexico  City,  by  way  of  the  central  road, 
and  from  Aguascalientes  to  Torreon,  is  irregular  and  there  is  insuffi- 
cient equipment.  The  almost  total  lack  of  rolling  stock  in  the  Re- 
public prevents  the  resumption  of  industries  and  trade  in  the  interior 
of  Mexico. 


,  Xhe  natives  of  Madagascar  are  great  lovers  of  music,  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  own  primitive  instruments,  the  accordion  is  very 
popular.  Within  the  last  few  years,  the  importation  of  these  instru- 
ments has  shown  a  steady  increase,  about  20.000  being  imported  an- 
nually, to  the  value  of  about  150,000  francs  ($-28,950).  These  goods 
have  practically  all  been  imported  from  Germany.  In  France  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  produce  and  place  on  the  local  market  similar 
accordions  in  competition  with  tlie  German  article,  which  pays  a 
duty  of  1  franc  ($0,193)  per  instrument. 

■  At  Tumatave  accordions  are  sold  to  the  trade  at  90  francs  ($17.18) 
per  dozen.  These  instruments  weigh  about  ^  pounds,  and  are  11 
inches  high,  10  inches  long,  and  5^  inches  wide.  The  wooden  tops 
and  bottoms  are  apparently  of  light  pine,  varnished,  and  the  bellows 
of  very  cheap  leather  or  imitation  leather,  while  the  comers  of  the 
instrument  are  bound  with  cheap  and  very  thin  nickeled  tin.  They 
have  folded  around  them  a  thin  brown  paper,  and  are  packed  in  a 
cardboard  box  11  by  11^  by  5^  inches.  Four  dozen  instruments  are 
packed  in  a  heavy  wooden  case. 

I  Accordions  from  all  countries  other  than  France  pay  a  special 
single  customs  tariff  of  1  franc  per  instrument. 

[JAHts  of  Importers  of  general  merchamllse  throiigliout  Madagascnr  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offites :  refer  to  file  48762.1 


fTrnDBlallon  from  La  Tronsn,  forwnnlpd  hy  Conii>u>rclal  Attftchfi  Albert  Hale,  Bnenos 


The  Argentine  postal  authorities  have  begun  a  house-to-house  dis- 
tribution, "  from  farm  to  kitchen,"  which  promises  to  give  excellent 
results  and  to  help  to  lower  the  cost  of  living,  noticeably  quite  as 
high  in  South  America  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Post  offices 
in  the  interior  of  the  country  are  now  equipped  so  that  they  can 
accept  produce,  and  in  fact  nil  articles  wanted  for  home  consump- 
tion, and  deliver  these  package  direct  to  the  consumer  in  the  short^ 
time  possible.  Distribution  will  be  inn<le  as  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
mail  nuitter,  and  at  only  a  slightly  additional  cost. 

[A  new  parcel-delivery  system  in  Argentina,  Intnxluced  by  the  Central  Cor- 
doba Railway,  was  described  in  GoMMKRct:  Hbports  for  May  20,  1915.] 


ACCORDIONS  FOFTILAS  IN  UASAOASCAR. 


[Consul  James  O.  Carter,  Tamatare.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1224  OOMMBBCB  BSPOKXa. 

AinnrAL  xefort  of  srs&xBOAT-onHPXonoR  bxktige. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  SuperTising  Inspector  General  of  the 
Steamboat-Inspection  Service  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1915,  the  statistical  record  of  work  shows 
certificates  of  inspection  Issued  to  7,232  steam,  sail,  and  motor  vessels 
and  barges  aggregating  5,612,031  gross  tons;  S21  foreign  passenger 
steam  vessels  aggregating  2,111,008  gross  tons  were  inspected;  18,412 
officers  of  all  grades  were  licensed;  62  steam  vessels  were  granted 
letters  of  approval  of  designs  of  boilers,  engines,  and  other  operating 
madiinery;  01  Government  vessels  were  inspected;  and  1,681  boilers 
in  or  for  united  States  Government  steamers  and  buildings  were  in- 
spected, fieinspections  of  passenger  and  ferry  steamers  made  by 
boards  of  local  inspectors  numbered  8,120.  Assistant  inspectors 
tested  2,962  marine  boiler  plates  at  the  mills,  and  also  inspected  there 
a  large  number  of  steel  bars  for  braces  and  stay  bolts  in  marine 
boilers  and  several  hundred  plates  for  stock  and  repoirs.  Many  re- 
quests from  other  branches  and  departments  of  the  Government  for 
tests  of  material  at  the  mills  were  complied  with,  and  reports  rendered 
to  the  proper  officials.  New  life  preservers  inspected  numbered 
161,S^,  of  which  217  were  rejected.  Ihiring  the  year  6,(^  applicants 
for  orieinal  and  renewal  of  Ucenses  were  examined  for  visual  defects, 
4,962  of  whom  were  passed. 

Keports  covering  casualties  and  violations  of  law  by  vessels  sub- 
ject to  inspection  numbered  1,669.  Accidents  resulting  in  loss  of 
life  t<^aled  190,  which  was  ^  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Dur- 
ing the  year  307,348,008  passengers  were  carried  on  steam  vessels 
required  by  law  to  report  the  number  of  passengers  carried.  Divid- 
ing this  number  by  107,  the  total  number  of  passengers  lost,  shows 
2,872,411  passengers  carried  for  each  passenger  lost.  The  total  num- 
ber of  lives  lost  from  all  causes,  passengers  and  crew,  was  368. 

The  administrative  methods  of  the  bureau  are  carefully  described. 
By  law  the  local  inspectors  are  required,  once  a  year  at  least,  to 
carefully  inspect  the  hull  of  each  steam  vessel  within  their  respective 
districts,  and  to  satisfy  themselves  that  evei^  such  vessel  is  of  a 
structure  suitable  for  the  service  in  which  she  is  to  be  employedj  has 
suitable  accommodations  for  passengers  and  crew,  is  in  a  condition 
to  warrant  the  belief  that  she  may  be  navigated  with  safety  to  life, 
and  that  all  the  requirements  of  law  in  regard  to  equipment  are 
faithfully  complied  with.  They  are  required  also  to  inspect  the  boil- 
ers and  their  appurtenances  in  all  steam  vessels  before  use,  and  at 
least  once  a'  year  thereafter.  There  are  now  required  (since  1908)i 
at  least  three  reinspections  of  all  excursion  and  ferry  steamers  during 
the  season  of  navigation,  or  the  year  for  which  certificated.  These 
reinspections  are  hardly  less  important  than  the  annual  inspections 
required  by  law.  In  the  annual  inspection  application  is  made  to  the 
inspectors  to  have  this  work  done,  but  when  a  reinspection  is  made 
the  inspectors  visit  the  vessel  without  prior  notice,  and  judging  from 
reports  received,  it  would  appear  that  many  vessels  would  not  keep 
in  good  condition  were  it  not  for  the  repeated  reinspections. 
Qreat  Care  Exercised  In  Lioensine  of  Officers. 

Anotlier  principal  duty  of  local  inspectors  is  the  licensing  of 
officers,  and  great  care  is  exercised  that  the  person  who  obtains  the 
license  diall  be  competent  to  hold  it.  Licenses,  with  the  single  ex- 
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oeption  of  license  a&  operator  of  motor  vessels,  are  issued  only  after 
the  applicant  has  pa^ed  the  necessary  examination,  and  therefore 
no  little  responsibility  for  the  safe  navigation  of  vessels  rests  upcm 
the  licensed  officers. 

>  Superrisipg'  inspectors  are  re(]|iiired  to  see  that  the  boards  of 
local  inspectors  execute  their  duties  faithfully,  promptly,  and  as 
uniformly  as  possible.  They  are  also  required,  as  far  as  practicable, 
to  harmonize  diiferences  of  opinion  existmg  in  different  local  boards. 
However,  with  the  limited  appropriation  heretofore  given,  it  is  not 
possible  to  obtain  the  highest  efficiency  or  activity  from  the  super- 
vising inspectors.  A  sufficiently  lar^  appropiiatum  would  make  it 
possible  to  have  them  make  actual  remspections  of  vessels  and  follow 
up  the  work  of  the  local  inspectors  to  a  greater  extent.  A  most  im- 
portant means  of  obtaining  uniform  administration  and  improving 
the  work  of  the  service  has  been  through  the  efforts  of  the  traveling 
inspector.  His  chief  duty  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  local  inspectors 
have  been  correctly  inspecting  vessels;  and  that  his  appointment  is 
justified  is  proven  by  his  reports,  for  numerous  instances  of  defective 
and  imperfect  inspection  have  been  discovered. 

The  force  of  inspectors  employed  in  this  service  is  entirely  too  small. 
For  several  jears  the  Bureau  has  in  its  estimates  pointed  out  Uie  neces- 
sity of  additional  inspectors.  There  are  instances  where  inq>ectors 
work  from  5  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.,  and  there  have  been  instances  where 
dry-dock  examinations  have  not  been  made  because  there  was  not  a 
sufficient  force  of  inspectors  to  make  them.  More  clerks  also  are 
needed.  With  one  more  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  supervising  inspector 
general  more  efficient  inspection  could  be  obtained,  b«;ause  there  could 
be  a  more  careful  review  of  the  inspection  cards.  At  present  the  press 
of  work  is  sometimes  so  great  that  most  important  work  has  to  be 
slighted.  Also  the  salaries  of  inspectors  and  clerks  have  not  l»pt  pace 
with  the  money  paid  for  similar  service  outside  of  the  Goverxunent. 
As  men  become  trained  they  promptly  leave  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, they  can  not  be  condemned  for  so  doing. 

These  conditions,  unfortunate  as  they  are,  do  not  compare  with  that 
confronting  this  service  in  June,  1915,  for  it  was  necessary,  on  June 
lOj  to  order  that  all  reinspections  cease.  This  was  because  the  appro- 
priation for  "  contingent  expenses  "  was  not  large  enough.  Here  is 
presented  the  spectacle  of  a  ^reat  service,  responsible  for  life  and 
property  on  vessels  subject  to  inspection,  being  required  in  one  of  the 
heaviest  months  of  navigation  to  cease  all  reinspections. 

HnU  Inipectlon  Keceives  Serious  Attention  of  Bttreatu 

Hull  inspection  has  received  the  serious  attention  of  the  Bureau,  the 
subject  bemg  considered  and  recommendations  made  in  the  annual 
reports  for  me  past  several  years.  The  local  inspectors  are  required 
by  law  once  a  year  at  least,  to  carefully  inspect  the  hull  of  each  steam 
vessel  within  their  respective  districts,  and  they  have  the  right  to 
refuse  to  certificate  a  vessel  they  do  not  believe  is  of  suitable  structure. 
Nevertheless  it  has  never  been  held  that  the  Board  of  Supervising 
Inspectors  has  authority  to  lay  down  in  detail  structural  tests  in  the 
same  manner  as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  boiler  construction,  ex- 
press authority  in  the  case  of  boilers  having  been  conferred  by  law. 

The  Bureau'a  plan  has  been  to  create  m  the  office  of  the  super- 
vising inspector  general  a  corps  of  experts,  whose  business  it  would  be 
to  approve  proposed  hull  construction.  Ih  order  to  do  this,  legislation 
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is  necessary.  If  the  constrtiction  of  a  Tessel  could  be  so  approTcd, 
there  would  result  not  only  safe  conditions  with  reference  to  contrac- 
tion, but  also  more  uniformity  in  the  matter  of  correct  inspection  and 
construction.  Unfortunate  as  was  the  disaster  to  the  steamer  Ewt- 
landj  the  matter  of  liuU  insi)ection  and  construction  is  one  that  has  not 
been  neglected,  and  as  ii  result  of  that  terrible  disaster  it  may  be  possi- 
ble to  obtain  the  larger  appropriation  necessary  for  a  larger  and  more 
effective  service. 

Closely  connected  with  the  proposition  of  hull  construction  is  that 
of  the  overloading  of  passenger  steamers,  a  question  also  considered 
at  length  in  previous  annual  reports.  It  is  believed  that  violations  of 
law  by  steamers  in  carrying  more  pissengers  than  allowed  by  their 
certificates  of  inspection  are  comparatively  few.  The  important 
question  is:  Have  the  local  inspectt-rs  permitted  a  steamer  to  carry 
a  larger  number  of  passengers  than  she  should  be  permitted  to  carry? 
In  this  connection  not  only  must  the  stability  of  the  vessel  be  consid- 
ered, but  aLso  the  possibility  of  panic  and  the  handling  of  the  life- 
saving  apparatus  in  such  event  The  conclusion  is  that  the  original 
responsibility  rests  upon  the  local  inspectors  m  the  matter  of  pas- 
senger allowance.  The  Bui*eau  has  endeavored  to  impress  upon  them 
tiie  seriousness  of  tliis  responsibility  and  condemn^  in  imqualified 
language  any  exercise  of  the  great  authority  without  full  appreciaticm 
of  its  seriousness.  ■ 

While  all  eyes  are  turned  toward  stability  tests  for  vessels,  other 
perils  as  terrible  should  not  be  forgotten.  The  jjossibility  of  fires 
on  excursion  steamera  always  exists,  and  though  there  may,  be  any 
number  of  regulations  in  regard  to  tii-e-fighting  e(|uiilment,  the 
way  is  to  remove  the  cause  and  require  absolute  fireproof  construc- 
tion of  excursion  steamei*s.  This  can  not  be  done  until  Congress  acts, 
and  the  Bureau  most  earnestly  invites  attention  to  the  necessity  for 
legislation  in  this  respect.  In  connection  with  fires,  is  to  be  consid- 
ered the  transportation  of  dangerous  articles.  The  office  of  the  Su- 
pervising Inspector  General  should  be  given  authority  to  i^ulate 
this  very  dangerous  practice. 


IHPOBTAITT  INCBEASES  IN  CANADA'S  TEADE. 

[Oltavra  dispatch  in  Windsor  (Ontario)  Record.] 

Buoyant  prosperity  despite  the  war-time  tendency  to  depression  is 
reflected  in  the  November  statement  of  Canadian  trade.  It  reached 
a  total  of  $154,000,000,  as  against  $120,000,000  in  the  correspondbg 
month  of  last  year.  Domestic  exports  aggregated  $92,000,000  and 
imports  $45,000,000.  The  balance  of  the  total  was  the  trade  in  coin 
and  bullion. 

For  the  eight  months  of  the  fiscal  year  trade  totaled  $863,000,000, 
as  against  $766,000,000  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  Im- 

Sorts  amounted  to  $298,000,000,  a  decrease  of  $20,000,000,  while  the 
omestic  exports  were  $419,000,000,  as  against  $269,000,000. 
Exports  during  the  month  were  made  up  principally  of  agricultural 
products,  $54,000,000;  manufactures,  $13,000,000;  animals  and  meats, 
$12,000,000;  minerals,  $6,500,000;  lumber,  $4,500,000;  and  fisheries, 
$2,000,000.  These  figures  indicate  on  increase  of  $34,000,000  in  agri- 
cultural exports.  $7,000,000  in  manufactured  goods,  and  $4,000,000  in 
animal  products. 
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AKESICAH  OOHBOLU  (XmCEBS  OM  lUVX  OF  ABSEVCE. 

The  following  American  consalar  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Name. 

Post. 

Expli*- 
tkm  of 
Tsniie. 

Address. 

Peck,  Wllh-sR  

Taggart.O.R  

Boenoa  Aires,  Ama- 
tlna. 

Lourenco  H  a  r  a  Q  e  s, 
Portuguese  East 
Africa 

Vera  Cms,  Mexico .... 

Uaracalbo,  Venwuela. 
Ban  Lnii  Potoal, 
Mexico. 

Dec  31 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  31 

Dec.  31 

Jan.  £ 
DM.  81 

Feb.  I 
Jan.  9 

Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Department  of  State,  WadtlDirtoo,D.& 

Do. 
Do. 
Lewu,  Del. 

Bureau  of  Poratgn  and  Domestic  Conw 
merce.  Boom  406,  Coatomboaae, 
New  Yorit,  N.  y. 
Do. 

Lotas  Club,  110  West  FUty-«Tatth 
.  Street,  New  Vork  City. 

WIotdMBter,  Ind. 

2607  Eleventh  Street  NW.,  WaafaiDs- 

ton,  D.  C. 
153  Churcb  Street,  Mobile,  Ala. 
UOSNwtbBiuhSbMt,  Santa  Ana,  Oai. 

■  The  tour  of  American  cities  by  Consul  General  Thomas  Snmmons.  of  Shanghai,  Includes 
Boebeater.  Albany,  Cannjobarie.  New  York.  Detroit,  Chlcai^.  Sfiattle.  Tacoma,  Portland, 
and  San  i'mnclHco,  concluding  at  the  latter  place  Jon.  4,  1010.  lie  will  confer  with  bual- 
netw  men  at  theae  places  vbo  are  intcreated  In  trade  In  Cbtna. 

•  Conaul  WUbert  u  Bonaer  shall  rlslt  Ban  Francisco.  Loa  Angeles,  and  San'  Dirgo,  Cal., 
and  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  advise  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  each  of  these  cities  oi 
Ub  arrjwri  aad  addreob 


GOVEBNXEIVT  UONOPOLY  07  OEBKAH  DnHTSTSIES. 

[Commercial  Attache  Erwin  W.  Thompson,  The  Hague,  Dec.  4.] 

Government  monopoly  of  German  industries  seems  to  be  the 
tendency  for  the  future.  Pota^  mines  and  coal  mines  for  many 
years  have  been  in  some  degree  under  Government  control  and 
ownership.  The  consolidation  and  ownership  of  all  conwms  en- 
gaged in  ^nerating  and  distributing  electric  power  is  now  under 
consideration.  This  is  considered  a  logical  corollary  to  the  owner- 
ship of  coal  mines,  in  that  the  electric- generating  stations  may  bo 
Tai<^  economically  operated  at  and  in  connection  with  the  mines. 

It  is  not  yet  decided  wliether  the  ownership  will  be  by  the  sepa- 
rate German  States  or  by  the  Imperial  Government. 

[A  report  that  tbe  ctty  of  BerUa  had  uodertaken  the  purchase  of  electric 
lightlDg  ami  power  plants  was  published  la  Couuebce  Bepobts  for  May  8, 
1915.1 


EFFORTS  TO  KEDITCE  PIASTER  OF  PARIS  MOLD  LOSSES. 

A  representative  of  a  pottery  company  recently  requested  the 
cooperation  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  in  a  study  of 
plaster  of  Paris  mold  losses.  This  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to 
all  potteries,  since  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  plaster  molds  is 
very  large,  and  a  reduction  of  this  loss  to  even  a  shght  extent  will 
mean  considerable  profit  to  any  pottery.  It  was  possible  in  this  case 
for  the  bureau  to  furnish  the  company  with  information  which  was  of 
considerable  practical  value. 
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ASlSnJAL  BEPOBT  OP  COAST  AHV  GEODETIC  SUBTET. 

The  annual  report  of  the  saperintendent  of  the  United  States  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Surrey  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  discusses  the 
work  accomplished  during  the  year,  and  tlie  conditions  and  needs  of 
the  survey.  Reference  is  made  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  present 
offices  and  the  need  of  new  building,  properly  designed  and  equipped. 
A  graphic  description  of  the  hydrographic  work  is  given  on  four 
maps,  whereon  the  work  already  completed,  the  work  partly  fiuiUiied, 
and  that  remaining  to  be  done^  are  shown  in  different  colors. 

The  lack  of  suitable  vessels  for  the  work  of  the  survey  is  dwelt  upon 
at  length.  Three  of  the  old  vessels  have  been  condemned  during  the 
year  as  no  longer  safe,  on  account  of  age  and  structural  weakness; 
two  others  are  for  the  same  reasons  only  fit  for  service  in  sheltered 
waters ;  only  one  vessel  now  in  commission  is  altogether  fit  for  work 
offshore,  and  she  is  in  the  Philippines.  The  report  urges  the  build- 
ing of  two  additional  vessels  of  suitable  size  and  equipment  to  tate 
up  offshore  work  in  Alaska  and  elsewhere  as  required.  Much  sudi 
work  is  greatly  needed  off  the  coasts  of  California,  Oregon,  and 
Washington. 

The  wire-drag  work  has  hitherto  been  carried  on  at  a  great  expense 
with  chartered  launches  ill  adapted  for  the  purpose.  It  is  hoped  to 
remedy  this  unsatisfactory  condition  by  providing  ve^ls  and 
launches  suitable  in  type,  size,  and  equipment  for  the  work  they  are 
to  perform.  Two  types  of  vessels  are  therefore  needed ;  one  for  off- 
shore work,  and  another  for  inshore  and  inside  hydrography,  and 
wire-drag  operations.  Si^  new  vessels  of  the  smaller  type,  Suitable 
for  wire-drag  work  and  for  one-party  inshore  hydrography  are 
needed  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts,  and  six  more  on  the  Pacific 
coast.  The  building  of  the  two  large  vessels  will  permit  the  Survey 
to  take  up  the  offshore  work  on  the  Pacific  coast  which  is  greatly 
needed. 

As  a  result  of  the  increased  appropriation  last  year,  it  was  possi- 
ble to  place  four  wire-drag  parties  in  the  field,  instead  of  two.  The 
results  prove  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  doing  this  work  on  a  mudi 
larger  scale.  The  use  of  the  wire  drag  has  revolutionized  hydro- 
graphic  surveying.  It  has  long  been  realized  that  soundings  with 
the  leadline,  no  matter  how  carefully  and  closely  spaced,  were  not 
infallible,  and  that  submerged  rocks  and  ledges  were  often  mi^ed, 
as  has  been  demonstrated  by  numerous  wrecks,  and  frequent  damage 
due  to  striking  unknown  roclts  in  surveyed  waters;  but  with  the  de- 
velopment of  the  wire-drag  hydrography  these  submerged  dangers 
have  been  discovered  and  charted. 

The  importance  of  having  the  geodetic  work  of  the  coimtry  done 
by  the  Government  rather  than  by  individual  States  is  dwelt  upon 
at  length,  with  the  conclusion  that  our  Government  should  complete 
the  general  program  which  is  being  followed  by  the  United  States 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  This  plan  is,  briefly,  that  the  primary 
triangulation  scheme,  and  the  precise  level  net  should  be  so  extended 
that  there  Avill  be  no  place  in  the  United  States  100  miles  distant 
from  a  primary  triangulation  station,  or  a  precise  level  bench  mark. 
Besides  this  work  in  the  interior  of  the  continent,  triangulation  is 
needed  in  the  interior  of  Alaska,  across  the  Alaska  Peninsula,  and 
from  the  Dixon  Entrance  to  White  Pass. 
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The  purdiftse  of  Dutcb  Harbor,  Alaska,  as  a  GoTemment  snpph" 
base  in  western  Alaska  is  advocated.  This  would  greatly  benefit 
the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Surrey,  the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses,  and  the 
Coast  Guard.  Retirement  for  officers  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey,  similar  to  that  given  to  the  Coast  Guard  Service,  is  recom- 
mended. 


AOXICULTVRAI  TMTT.EMENTS  DT  BTTSSZA. 

[Boiird  of  Trnde  Journal,  Ijondon,  Nov.  25.1 

TheTorgovo  PromyshJennaya  Gazetta  (Petrograd)  of  November  5 
reports  tlxat  a  meeting  was  recently  held  oy  the  committee  that  was 
ii^tructed  to  investigate  the  urgent  qu^ion  of  fiie  supply  of  agricul- 
tural machinery  and  implements  in  Russia  during  1916.  Witii  this 
end  in  view,  inquiries  were  addressed  to  Rus»an  manufacturers  of 
agricultural  implements,  and,  from  the  replies  recently  received  from  a 
total  of  173  large  works,  the  following  table  has  been  compiled  show- 
ing the  quantity  of  machines  and  implements  that  these  works  hold 
in  stock  and  the  amount  that  they  estimate  they  can  manufacture 
during  1916: 


ArUeles. 

In  stock. 

Estl- 
mated 
produc- 
tioD  in 

1016. 

Artlclo. 

In  stock. 

prodi» 

laio. 

144,757 
6,193 

241. lOS 
34,897 
14,875 
1,000,000 
5,43S 

4^905 

SheaF-blDdliiE  nuchlnes  

Thnshin; 'dacHliMs,  band 

236 

3,  goo 

1,650 

3,te& 

2,m 

12,445 

11,000 
10.773 
iHttl 

1,040,000 

m 

1,001 

Oearlng  (liarM)  tct  agrtcul- 
tural  macbliuiT  

Rtaplcg  and  bsivestlDg  nu- 

Cbaflcuttva  

The  figures  in  the  table  do  not  include  the  stocks  held  by  merchants 
or  lying  in  provincial  district  warehouses.  According  to  the  figures 
given,  the  estimated  production  next  year  of  agricultural  machinery, 
and  implements  in  Russia  will  amount  to  60  per  cent  of  the  turnover 
in  a  normal  year.  It  is  anticipated,  however,  that  the  production  will 
be  increased  before  long,  as  mnnufacturers  hope,  by  reason  of  im- 
proved conditions,  to  obtain  a  larger  supply  of  fuel  and  raw  material. 

FAIE-EENTALS  BILI  IK  ITEW  SOTTTH  WAIES. 

[Comioerclal  Attache  William  C.  Downs,  Uelbonnic.  Australia,  Nov.  24.] 

The  bill  for  the  fixing  of  rentals  for  dwelling  houses  in  New  South 
Wales  has  already  passed  the  Lower  House  of  Parliament,  and  is 
now  on  its  third  reading  in  the  Upper  House.  A  few  modifications 
of  the  original  bill  have  been  made. 

[The  bill  mentioned  wns  fully  described  in  Gommebce  REPORTa  for  Oct. 
22, 1915.  It  relates  to  any  dwelling  subject  to  n  lease  mnUe  before  or  after  the 
time  the  act  goes  Into  efTect,  for  any  term  not  exceediu;;  tliree  years,  at  a  rent 
not  exceeding  $500  a  year,  and  within  localities  appointed  by  the  governor.  It 
provides  for  the  appointniont  by  the  governor  of  fafr-rent.s  courts,  to  which  any 
lessor  or  lessee  who  has  paid  or  tendered  all  rent  due  under  his  lease  may  apply 
to  have  the  fair  rent  of  the  dwelling  lense<1  by  him  or  to  him  determined.  In  all 
cases  the  rent  determlnetl  by  the  courts  slmll  be  the  rent  of  the  dwelling  as  from 
the  date  of  the  application.  Neither  barristers  nor  solicitors,  It  is  proposed, 
dull  be  allowed  to  appear  for  any  party  or  upon  any  application  In  the  courts.] 
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COHPLETIOH  07  PORT  WOBKS  AT  BIO  OBAHDE  DO  SUI. 

[Vice  CoOHUl  Robert  L.  Reiser,  S3o  l-aulo,  Brasil,  Sept  17.] 

The  completion  of  the  port  w  orks  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul»  Brazil, 
marks  an  important  advance  in  the  commerce  of  the  State  of  Kio 
Grande  do  Suh  It  has  been  hampered  in  its  development  by  the 
lack  of  a  port  of  easy  access.  This  is  demonstrated  by  the  great 
volume  of  importation  and  exportation  of  the  State  through  the 
neighboring  foreign  ports,  a  condition  which  manifestly  places  the 
exporters  and  importers  at  a  disadvantage.  To  the  end  of  over- 
coming this  situation  and  placing  the  commerce  of  the  State  on  an 
equal  basis  of  competition  with  others,  the  work  of  destroying  the 
bar  and  improving  the  port  of  Rio  Grande  was  undertaken. 

Commanding  great  resources,  and  with  already  well- developed  in- 
dustry^  it  is  impossible  to  foretell  what  the  opening  of  the  port  will 
mean  to  this  very  wide-awake  and  progressive  State. 
Sohednle  of  Fees  and  Charees  Arouses  Protest 

Early  in  August,  1915,  the  formal  opening  of  the  port  of  Kio 
Grande  was  announced.  At  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  contract, 
in  1906,  which  authorized  the  port  work  and  the  opening  of  the  har- 
bor, the  various  imposts  and  dock  dues  to  be  charged  were  specified. 
These  charges,  which  would  be  paid  by  merchandise  and  vessels 
entering  or  leaving  the  port,  were  identical  with  those  in  effect  at 
the  port  of  Santos.  When,  however,  in  August,  the  French  company 
that  had  the  contract  announced  the  date  of  the  inauguration  of  tiie 
new  port,  and  the  decision  that  from  that  date  nil  vessels  and  mer- 
chandise would  be  subject  to  the  new  schedule  of  fees'aiid  charges, 
irrespective  of  whether  they  entered  the  new  port  or  continued  to  use 
the  old  port,  the  commercial  interests  of  the  city  of  Rio  Grande 
protested,  stating  that  the  port  dues,  as  proposed,  were  unjust  and 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  local  commerce- 
It  was  claimed,  and  demonstrated  in  particular  cases,  that  the  dues 
as  proposed  and  allowed  by  the  contract  of  1906  gave  a  decided  ad- 
vantage to  the  two  other  ports  on  the  Lago  dos  Fatoe— Pelotas  and 
Porto  Alegre.  In  some  cases  it  was  said  to  be  cheaper  to  ship  mer- 
chandise past  the  city  of  Rio  Grande  to  Pelotas,  and  return  it  from 
that  point  to  Rio  Grande  by  rail,  than  to  pay  the  newly  imposed 
dues  for  discharging  across  the  new  port  of  Rio  Grande. 

The  commercial  and  industrial  interests  of  the  city  combined  and 
forwarded  to  the  Federal  Government  a  telegram  protesting  against 
the  interpretation  of  that  part  of  the  contract  which  refers  to  the 
charges  to  be  made  to  vessels  and  merchandise,  and  through  the 
efforts  of  these  combined  interests,  the  Govenunent  postponed  the 
opening  of  the  new  port  until  the  matter  could  be  adjusted. 
Costly  Improvement  Under  Way  for  Xany  Tears. 

This  elaborate  and  costly  improvement  had  its  inception  in  1874, 
when  Sir  John  Hackshaw,  in  studying  the  national  ports  for  the 
Brazilian  Government,  outlined  a  plan  for  improving  the  harbor  of 
Rio  Grande,  and  destroying  the  bar  which  had  always  otstructed  the 
harbor  entrance.  The  estmiated  expense  was  placed  at  $11,730,000, 
and  the  plan  described  as  one  which  would  probably  not  prove  suc- 
cessful. 

In  1883  the  Government  sent  Dr.  H.  Bicalho  to  make  a  further 
study  of  the  harbor  and  the  bar.  His  report  was  followed  in  1886  iqr 
the  decision  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  to  carry  out_|i  pntj^  *S 
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outlined  by  Dr.  Bicalho.  In  1890  definite  steps  were  taken  toward 
commencing  the  actual  work,  the  result  of  a  contract  with  a  French 
company  organized  for  the  purpose.  The  following  year  the  con- 
tractors were  permitted  to  withdraw  their  deposit  made  as  a  guaranty 
of  performance  of  contract,  and  were  paid  for  the  actual  work  done 
up  to  that  time. 

During  1898  and  1894  the  Government  itself  continued  in  a  small 
way  the  work  already  started.  For  10  years  after  that  time,  however, 
nothing  was  done.  An  American  engineer,  Mr.  Corthell,  in  1904, 
made  a  resurvey  of  the  situation  which  resulted  in  a  new  contract 
between  him  and  the  Brazilian  Government,  on  a  basis  of  "  no  cure,  no 
pay."  Mr.  Corthell  interested  French  capitalists  in  the  project,  and 
on  September  17,  1906,  the  Federal  Government  agned  the  contract 
under  which  the  work  has  since  be^  carried  on. 

The  work,  as  b^un  in  1909  under  the  contract,  was  divided  into 
two  distinct  divisions,  each  undertaken  by  a  separate  company.  One 
was  the  construction  of  the  breakwaters  and  the  improvement  of  the 
channel;  the  other  the  construction  of  a  new  port  for  the  city  of 
Hio  Grande,  to  be  situated  1  mile  from  the  former  port.  The  initial 
work  on  the  breakwaters  consisted  of  the  construction  of  90  miles  of 
railways  for  the  bringing  of  rock  from  the  quarries,  situated  SO  miles 
from  the  bar.  Approximately  $4,000,000  has  been  spent  by  tiie  com- 
pany for  railroad  construction. 

Larffe  lavestmeats  la  the  Tuloas  Snterprlsei. 

!  The  investment  in  the  various  ^terprises  connected  with  the  con- 
struction- Of  the  port  and  the  opening  of'  tiie  bar  is  represented  by 
$31,000,000.  This  amount  is  divided  between  various  companies  and 
contracts,  although  the  Brazil  Railway  Co.  holds  98  per  c^t  of  the 
combined  stock. 

There  is  due  to  the  Compagnie  Fran^aise  du  Port  de  Rio  Grande 
do  Sul  at  the  present  time  $2,948,000  from  the  Federal  Government, 
representing  the  first  payment  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  the 
French  company  for  having  maintained  a  permanent  depth  of  19^ 
feet  over  the  bar.  This  is  the  first  amount  which  tiie  company  will 
I  receive  from  any  source  toward  paying  for  the  tremendous  capital 
invested. 

'  [This  report  from  the  vice  consul  at  Sao  Paulo  Is  accompanied  by  six  ex- 
hibits, which  are:  No.  1,  blue  print  stiowlng  location  of  port  and  its  general 
construction ;  No.  2,  blue  print  of  port  works,  channel,  and  breakwater,  lowing 
part  of  raiirond  construction;  No.  3,  copy  of  telegram  of  protest  against  port 
charges  sent  to  Federal  Government ;  No.  4,  copy  of  tariff  for  new  jwrt,  pub- 
lished by  French  company;  Nos.  5  and  6,  regulations  of  port  covering  vessels 
using  ttie  port  and  the  internal  government,  respectively.  These  may  be  In- 
spected on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its 
district  offices.  R^er  to  file  No.  60758.  A  more  detailed  review  of  the  history 
of  this  great  project  has  also  been  rec^ved  by  the  Bureau  and  may  be  Inspected 
by  referring  to  the  same  file  number.  A  previous  account  of  the  work  at  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul  was  published  In  Comuehce  Rbpoktb  for  May  18, 


J     Diitrict  Offices  of  tiie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  DomestiG  Commeree. 

ITew  York,  Room  409  United  States  CuBtomhoase;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Ghloago,  504  Federal  Ballding;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Kational  Bank  Buildiz^;  Atlanta,  S21  fost  O&ee  Building;  Kew  Orleans,  lOSO 
Eibernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Oustomhouse;  Seattle, 
823  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
mezue;  Cindanatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Aqgeles,  Chamber  Commeree; 
3>etroit,  Board  of  Commeree;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commecce.  - 
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FOBiaOir  TBABE  OPPOBTUJilTIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  tlte;  may  be  obtained  from  tlie  Bnroa  or  Its  dlitrlct 

olltcea.1 

Binder  tirinc,  No.  10072.— A  company  in  Canada,  giving  bank  references,  de- 
sires to  be  placet!  in  communication  with  manufacturers  or  exporters  of 
binder  twine  for  tbe  purpose  ot  supplying  the  prairie  trade.  It  is  stated 
that  the  company  can  handle  several  million  pounds  annually,  if  suitable 
connections  can  be  made. 

Machinery,  No.  19673. — ^An  American  consular  oflQcer  In  England  reports  that « 
manufacturer's  o^nt  has  received  Inquiries  for  names  of  mouufucturers 
of  machinery  for  the  textile  industry. 

Potatoes,  fregh  fruUa,  etc,  No.  19674. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil 
reports  that  a  Arm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  exporters 
of  potatoes,  fresh  fruits,  canned  and  dried  fruits,  etc.  References  are  gtveo. 

Typewriters  and  office  supplies.  No.  19675. — ^A  report  from  an  American  con* 
sular  officer  states  that  a  man  in  Canada  desires  to  correspond  with  manu- 
facturers of  typewriters  and  office  supplies,  with  a  view  to  acting  as  soles 
agent  in  Canada. 

Sea  moss,  No.  19676. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  n  firm  in  the  Netherlands 
states  that  it  has  large  quantities  of  sea  moss  for  sale. 

Portland  cement.  No.  19677. — A  representative  of  a  company  of  capitalists  lo 
the  West  Indies  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  deslre^i  to 
correspond  with  manufacturers  of  Portland  cement.  He  states  that  tbe 
company  will  use  large  quantities.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Dry  goods,  foodstuffg,  etc.,  No.  19078. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Argen- 
tina reports  that  a  representative  of  a  large  importing  firm  expects  to  visit 
the  United  States  in  the  near  future  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  agencj 
from  American  manufacturers  of  dry  goods,  foodstuffs,  hardware,  ptc 

Incandescent  mantlet,  No.  19679. — The  Eureiiu  is  in  receipt  of  a  Icttrr  from  a 
company  In  the  Far  East  stating  that  it  desires  names  and  bdiirft^-^c.:  of 
manufacturers  of  Incandescent  mantles  for  use  In  petroleum  lamps  of  lii^ 
pressure,  and  soft  silk  mantles. 

^Ittminum  eyelets  and  fasteners,  Na  19680. — A  firm  In  Spain  infoi-ms  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  one  of  Its  representatives  Is  In  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  aluminum  eyelets  and  fasteners  for  tenta.  A 
sample  of  tlie  eyelet  and  fastener  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  nr  tts 
district  offices.    {Refer  to  file  No.  70264.) 

Well-drillin0  machinery.  No.  19681. — A  report  from  an  American  consultir 
ofllccr  In  the  West  Indies  states  that  there  Is  a  possible  market  in  his  <li»- 
trlct  for  the  sale  of  well-drilling  nracblnery.  Correspondence  may  hv  in 
English. 

Meadow  seeds,  crude  medicinal  herbs.  No.  19682. — An  American  consular  oflK-.-r 
in  Italy  reports  that  special  attention  Is  given  to  the  cultivation  of  mendow 
seeds  and  crude  herbs,  with  a  view  to  exporting  same. 

Confectionery,  No.  19683. — A  retail  dealer  In  homemade  candies  has  requfstt-d 
an  American  consular  officer  to  supply  quotations  on  sugar  and  chooiUite 
suitable  for  making  homemade  varieties  of  confections.  Agents  for  the 
sale  of  the  confections  are  wanted. 

Soap,  vndcrwear,  safety  pins,  ete..  No.  196&4. — A  commercial  agent  of  tlie  bu- 
reau reports  that  a  r^jresentatlve  of  a  firm  In  the  Netherlands  expects  to 
arrive  In  this  country  in  the  near  future  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  map, 
underwear,  safety  pins,  wooden  pipes,  dodts,  rubbo-  goods,  etc.  All  gooils 
wUI  be  purchased  for  cash. 

General  representation.  No.  19685. — A  report  from  a  consular  officer  In  Argeiuiiia 
states  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  contemplates  making  a  visit  to 
the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  ogency  for  exporters  iu- 
terested  in  extending  their  trade  in  Argentina. 

Caustic  soda  and  cottonseed  oil.  No.  19686. — Tbe  bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  lettw 
from  a  comniorcial  ngcnt  stating  that  a  representative  of  a  firm  In  tlH* 
Netherlands  desires  lo  purchase,  for  cash,  caustic  soda  and  cottonseed  oil- 
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FRENCH  EHBABOO  ON  BVTTEB. 

[Cablcfiniin  from  Aoierku  consul  general,  raris,  Dec.  28.) 

An  oi-der  of  December  27  prohibits  the  exportation  of  butter  to 
allied  coimti-ies  and  to  the  United  States. 


BELGIAN  COAL  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Consnl  Oeneral  Ernest  L.  Harrte,  Btockbolm,  Not.  30.] 

Owing  to  the  embargo  placed  on  British  coal  and  the  great  diffi- 
culty Sweden  is  experiencing  in  getting  coal,  it  is  of  interest  to  note 
that  a  cargo  of  coal  will  shortly  be  received  in  this  country  from  Bel- 
^um,  which  indicates  that  the  coal  mines  in  that  country  have  been 
in  operation. 

AN  AHEEICAN  CABOO  LOST  AT  SEA. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wfnelow,  Auckland,  Nev  Zealand,  Not.  24.] 

The  steamship  Indian  Monarchy  bound  from  New  Yoi-k  to  Xew 
Zealand  ports  with  4,458  tons  of  merchandise  for  this  Dominion,  was 
abandoned  at  sea  about  November  17  while  on  fire  and  is  a  total  loss. 
This  will  be  materially  felt  here,  for  most  of  the  cargo  was  for  imme- 
diate delivery,  and  this  means  a  delay  of  two  to  three  months.  I'he 
vessel  was  on  its  way  out  via  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  closing  of  the  Panama  Canal  is  materially  felt  here,  for  large 
shipments  of  merchandise  were  about  ready  to  be  forwarded  when 
the  slide  occurred,  which  meant  a  delay  of  30  to  40  days,  and  this 
means  much,  for  stocks  are  exceedingly  low  and  the  trade  was  de- 
pending on  American  supplies. 


An  engineering  firm  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda,  has  been  asked  to  sub- 
mit plans  for  a  model  dairy  to  be  installed  in  Bermuda.  Consul  Carl 
R.  Loop  at  Hamilton  calls  attention  to  the  possibility  that  orders  for 
dairy  machinery  and  supplies  may  be  placed  in  the  United  States. 
!««•-»  ^233  . 
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WOOL  SALES  IN  ITEW  ZEALAND. 

[CoDsol  Oeoenl  Alfred  A.  Wtiulow.  AacUand,  Nor.  29.] 

The  fourth  wool  sale  for  this  season  in  New  Zealand  came  off  in 
Auckland  November  25,  at  which  9,318  bales  were  offered  against 
12^90  bales  for  the  1914  sale.  The  prices  paid  were  greatly  in  ad- 
vance of  those  ruling  at  the  1914  sale,  as  shown  by  the  foUowing 
table: 


Ontdes. 

Nov.,  1914 

Nov.,  1915 

Qredes. 

Nor.,UM 

NoT.,UU 

Fhw  halt-bred  merino  

OnU. 

22  -25 
20  -22 

23  -25 
19  -21 
17i-M 

Onto. 
34  40\ 
34  4Z 

30  37 
28  34 

26-30 

InterioTlog stoned  and cotted . 

Omtt. 
16-171 
15-18 
11-13 
14-161 
S-IO 

Cent*. 
M-3S 
20-25 
15-lft 

lft-23 
12-1$ 

Mcdimn  crossbred  

Second  piecssand  bellies  

r.ru  chlngs   

Coarse  wo*ibred  and  Lincoln. 

Locks   

The  bidding  was  spirited  and  led  by  American  buyers,  who  took 
most  of  the  better  grades. 

men  at  Other  Balei — American  Bnyera. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  prices  prevailing  at 
the  four  wool  sales  that  have  taken  place  in  New  Zealand  this  season : 


Balfbred: 

Super  

MiMium  

I'leces  

Sbropsbfre  aiid 
Bonuujr  


Chrlst- 
Churcb. 


Centi. 

B 

39 


Welling- 
ton. 


CenU. 
37 
23 


Napier. 


CenU. 

391 

37 

30 


Auck- 
land. 


Centt. 

12 
Iff 

37 


Crossbred: 
Super. .. 
Medium. 
Coarse., , 
Interior. . 

PiMWS... 

Looks  


Chrlst- 
churcb. 


Cents. 


Wellhig- 


cm*. 

f 

so 

35 
27 
15* 


Napier. 


CeitU. 

30 

37 
31 
27 

37; 


Aock- 
land. 


30 
28 
2S 
15 


It  is  estimated  that  American  buyers  secured  about  30,000  bales  to 
date  and  are  eagerly  collecting  all  they  can  locate,  and  some  of  this 
will  be  going  forward  soon,  but  there  is  a  marked  shortage  of  ship- 
ping space  and  it  may  be  some  time  before  there  will  be  space  to 
meet  demands  unless  American  sliipping  interests  relieve  the  situa- 
tion. In  addition  to  wool  comes  sheepskins,  hides,  etc.,  which  will 
call  for  much  more  space. 

THE  TITNISIAN  CBOFS. 

[Conaul  Ocneral  A.  Oaulin,  Marseille,  France,  Dec.  6.1 

M'hile  the  Tunisian  grain  crop  was  a  large  one,  the  results  were 
somewhat  unsntisfnctory,  owing  to  the  abnormal  proportion  of 
straw  and  the  comparatively  small  yield  of  grain.  The  September 
and  October  rains  have  made  it  possible  to  begin  the  first  sowing. 

The  vineyards  suffered  from  mildew  and  from  an  invasion  of 
locusts.  As  a  consequence,  the  crop  was  on  the  whole  much  below 
the  average.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  unpromising,  as 
the  vines  in  their  present  state  need  careful  treatmrait,  and  compe- 
tent labor  is  scarce. 

The  autumn  rains  benefited  the  olive  trees,  but  the  crop  will  not 
be  more  than  average  size,  except  in  the  districts  of  Timis  and 
Bizcrta,  which  report  an  abundant  yield. 

The  date  crop  is  officially  reported  to  be  of  small  size,  but  on  the 
whole  of  good  quality.  ^  . 
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NEW  GOVEENMEKT  PTTBUCATIONS. 


Thfi  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  has  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  December  25  the 
following  new  United  States  Government  publications,  which  he  will 
sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

The  Cmdensafion  of  (Jatolinc  from  Natural  Gas,  Mines  Bnrenii  Bulletin  88. — 
Report  of  Investigations  Intended  to  minimize  losses  that  oa-ar  iu  tbe  mining 
and  treatment  of  mineral  mbstances,  In  tliis  particular  Instance  coverii^  natural 
gas.  Price,  paper,  15  cents. 

Bietraction  and  Rccovcrtf  of  Radium,  Vraninm,  and  Vanadium  from  Camotite, 
Mines  Bureau  Bulletin  104. — Covers  formation  of  National  Radium  Institute, 
different  methods  of  treating  radium  ores,  Bnreau  of  Mines  method  for  treating 
carnotite,  general  descriptions  of  operations,  nitric  acid,  radium  refining,  meas- 
urements.  recoveries,  losses,  etc.   Price,  paper,  25  cents. 

Protection  of  lAfc  and  Property  againitt  lAghtning,  Standards  Technologic 
Paper  56. — Covers  early  history  of  lightning  rod,  desirability  of  protection 
against  lightning,  efficiency  of  llf^tning  rods,  characteristics  of  li^tning  flashes, 
costs,  safeguarding  of  human  life,  etc.  Price,  paper,  35  cents. 

Cliemical  CompoaitUm  of  American  Pood  Materials,  Eaperiment  Stations  Bul- 
letin 28,  revised  edition. — Gives  brief  history  of  food  analysis,  with  explanation 
of  terms  used,  and  tables  showing  maximum,  minimum,  and  average  coniposl* 
tlon  of  staple  American  food  materials.  Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

Infantry  Drill  RegiOatiom  of  the  United  Statet  Army,  1011,  with  corrections 
to  August  23, 1915,  latest  edition. — Infantry  Drill  Regulations  now  in  use,  cover- 
ing drill,  combat,  marches,  camps,  ceremonies,  and  inspections  manuals,  school 
of  the  soldier,  scliuol  of  tlie  squod,  school  of  the  company,  battalion,  rt^giment, 
and  brigade.  I^lce.  fabrikoid,  35  cents. 

Oiie  Thousand  Good  Bookn  for  Children,  Home  Education  Circular  No.  1, 
Issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Education.— A  classified  and  graded  list 
of  books  preparotl  by  National  Omgrcss  of  Mothers  literature  committee. 
Covers  picture  ImmjIis  for  younger  readers,  education  and  life,  natural  history, 
science,  and  animal  stories,  stories  of  foreign  lands,  our  own  country,  history, 
myths  and  legends,  biography,  poetry,  etc.  Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Special  Features  in  City  School  Systems,  Education  Bulletin  31, 1013. — Covers 
cooi>orative  industrial  courses,  home  study,  honor  leagues,  teachers'  improve- 
ment, etc.,  in  various  cities  of  tlie  United  States.  Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

House  Antg,  Entomology  Circular  34. — Gives  description,  habits,  aud  life  his- 
tory of  various  species  of  ants  Infesting  houses,  with  means  of  eradication. 
Price,  paper,  5  rents. 

Pineapple-canning  Industry  of  the  World,  Special  Agents  Scries  93,  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — Gives  pmeticnl  Informntion  relative  to  pine- 
apple Industry  In  Hiiwnii,  Philippine  Islands,  and  other  producing  points,  cover- 
ing cultivation,  shipment,  and  iniirkethig  of  the  pineapple.   Price,  paper,  .'>  cents. 

Peanut  Butter,  Plant  Industry  Circular  98.— -Covers  mnnxifacture  of  peanut 
butter.  Including  factory  equipment,  rousting,  blanching,  blending,  etc.  Prlw, 
paper,  5  wnts. 

Some  Eronomie  Aspcrts  of  War,  by  Henr>-  C.  Kmery.  I^ture  delivered  Ih»- 
forc  the  Army  War  College,  April  11,  lOlS. — Discussion  by  Henry  C,  Kmerj*, 
professor  of  economics  at  Yale  University,  on  war  from  standpoint  of  tlie  )>oliticnl 
economist,  and  constitutes  n  genoriil  argument  In  favor  of  la-eim redness.  Prlw, 
pai>er,  5  cents. 

Wood  Turpentine,  Its  Prod ticl ion,  Refining,  Properties,  and  I'ses,  Cliemislry 
Bnlletin  144. — Practical  work  covering  methods  of  pro*luctlon,  cdUipmpnt  for 
manufacture,  cost  of  producing,  etc.,  with  a  tabulation  of  results.  Price,  iwiiier, 
10  cents. 

Primer  of  Forcntry,  Part  2,  Practieal  Forestry,  Fanners'  Bulletin  .TiS. — <'4wer« 
forest  management,  work  In  the  woods,  tlie  weather  and  the  streams,  forestry 
abL-oad  and  at  home,  etc.   Price,  paper,  .5  cents. 


The  American  commercial  attach^  at  Tlie  Hague,  Erwin  W. 
Thompson,  reports  that  the  Royal  Fertilizer  Conuiiis-sioii  of  thf 
Netherlands  has  fixed  the  wholesale  price,  ex  ship,  of  the  fii*st  cavg< 
of  Chile  saltpeter  at  17.R0  florins  per  100  liilos.  gios.s  for  net.  At  tlM 
normal  equivalent  of  40.2  cents  per  florin  this  is  $64.1)0  P^^short  toai 
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mNnra  nr  Spanish  fbovzhces. 

[CoDsnl  Wilbur  T.  Oncer,  Seville,  Oct.  30.] 

In  response  to  a  request  from  persons  in  the  United  States  inter- 
ested in  the  Spanish  mining  industry,  the  writer  prei)ared,  from  data 
m  this  ollico  and  from  the  annual  directory  of  Spain,  a  list  of  the 
mining  properties  there,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  inquirer.  Fur- 
ther inquiries  have  made  it  clear  that  this  list  was  not  accurate,  as 
many  oi  the  mines  mentioned  therein  are  either  merely  projected  or 
abandoned.  A  careful  investigation  has  therefore  be«i  made,  and  a 
list  prepared  from  returns  supplied  by  the  respective  chiefs  of  the 
mining  bureaus  of  the  Provinces  of  Badajoz,  Caceres,  Cadiz,  Cordoba, 
Ilueh  a,  and  Seville,  the  six  Provinces  comprising  the  consular  dis- 
trict of  Seville. 

[The  reviseil  list  may  bo  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  offices.   Itefer  to  file  No.  698S9.) 

In  many  cases  the  word  "  parada,"  which  means  **  stopped  work- 
ing," has  been  inserted  after  the  name  of  the  mine  and  address  of  the 
owners,  but  the  mine  in  <iuestion  is  not  abandoned.  It  is  a  custom  in 
Spain  with  small  proprietors  to  do  a  certain  amount  of  work  of  an 
investigative  nature  so  as  to  be  able  to  ^ow  the  mine  to  sood  ad- 
vantage, and  then  suspend  work  pending  the  discovery  of  a  com- 
pany prepared  to  purchase. 

The  list  shows  that  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  mining  in  the 
Seville  district,  the  mines  producing  antimony,  argentiferous  lead, 
copper  and  iron  pyrites,  coal,  ir(Hi,  Iron  pyrites,  lead,  manganese, 
phosphate,  quicksilver,  silver,  salt,  tin,  wolfram,  and  zinc 

UstTibntlon  of  Hlnes. 

The  mines  located  in  each  Province  are  as  follows : 

Antimony — 4  at  TrujIIIo,  Caceres. 

Argentiferous  lead — 8  at  Santa  Martam,  Badajoz;  1  at  La  Mata,  Caceres;  ^ 
at  Anora,  Fuenteovejuna,  Posadas,  Montoro,  Alcaracejos,  Vise  de  los  Pedrociiea, 
Villanuera  del  Duque,  Vlllavlciosa,  and  Villanueva  de  Cordoba,  Province  of 
Cordoba ;  2  at  Oaiaroza,  Province  of  Buelva ;  and  S  at  Guillena,  Gerrlgoeros, 
MarlD,  aud  Guadalcanal,  Province  of  Seville. 

Copper  and  Iron  pyrites — 1  at  Feria,  Badajoz;  4  at  Peraletla  de  San  Roman, 
Caceres,  Alia,  Province  of  Ciiceros;  3  at  Alcaracejos,  Pozoblanco,  and  Cordoba, 
Province  of  Cordoba ;  47  or  more  at  Calanas,  Zalamea  la  ItenI,  Cala,  Valvenie 
del  Camino,  AlmoDast6r  lu  Real,  El  Cerro,  Cortesana,  Puehin  de  Guzman, 
Js'erva,  Alosno,  Palnioso,  Paradaa,  and  Rio  TInto,  Province  of  Hiieiva  (mauy 
of  these,  numbered  an  only  one  mine,  are  really  whole  groups  of  iu;nes  under 
one  name) ;  17  at  AznatcoIIar,  Castillo  de  las  Guarda,  Purada,  aud  Coostao- 
tina,  Province  of  Seville. 

Coal — ^16  at  Fuenteovejuna,  Pueblo  Nueva  del  Terrible,  Belmez,  Obejo, 
Adamuz,  Villanueva  del  Bey,  Esplel,  Province  of  Cordoba;  G  at  Villanueva  del 
■Rio,  Cuenca  del  Guadalquivir,  and  CantUlana.  Province  of  Seville. 

Iron— 21  at  Fuente  del  Arco,  Granja  de  Torre  Hermosa,  Santa  Marta,  Jen* 
de  los  Caballeros,  Albuquerque,  Bodonal,  Monasterio,  La  Parra,  Parados,  Prov- 
ince of  Biulajo?. ;  5  at  Caceres.  Valencia  de  Alcantara,  and  Allseda.  Province  of 
Caceres;  4  at  Cala,  Jabugo,  Curabres,  and  Santa  Olalla.  Province  of  Huelva,  35 
at  San  Nicolas  del  Puerto.  El  Pedroso  Caziilla  de  la  Sierra,  Guadalcanal,  Cas- 
tillo dc  las  Guardas,  Moron,  Constantina,  Province  of  Seville. 

Iron  pyrites — 4  at  Aiajar,  Zalamea,  and  Calanas,  Province  of  Huelva,  3  at 
Constantina  and  Castillo  de  las  Guardas.  Province  of  Seville. 

Lead — G2  at  Azua^a,  Berlanea.  Castuera,  Capllta,  Granja  de  Torre  Her- 
mosa, Garlitos,  Valencia  las  Torres,  VltlaRarcta,  ond  Parada,  Province  of 
Badajoz ;  4  at  Conqulsta  and  El  Almendro,  Province  of  Huelva. 

Manganese — 7  at  El  Cerro,  Zalamea  la  Real,  GaleDos,  Arocbe,  and  Araoeaai 
Province  of  Uuelva ;  1  at  Castillo  de  las  Guardas,  Seville^ 
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Phosi)liate — 8  at  Caoei-es,  Logrosan,  and  Torremoclm,  Fi-ovLnra  of  Caceres. 

Qnlcksilver — 2  at  Usagre  and  TaraUus,  Province  of  Budajoz. 

Silver — 1  at  La  Vava,  Hoelva. 

Salt  (Marltinias)— 3  at  Huelva. 

Till — 2  at  Cacen»H,  Province  of  Caceres. 

Wulfraui  or  wolframite — 3  at  Villa  de  In  Serena,  Gampanailo,  and  Oliva  de 
Jerez,  Province  of  Badajoz. 

ZIne— 1  at  Llorn,  Province  of  Badojoz;  5  at  Berzocana  and  Plasenzuein, 
ProTlnco  of  Caceres. 

The  list  shows  that  there  are  over  300  mines  in  the  district,  many 
of  great  importance.  The  Rio  Tinto  mines  are  said  to  be  the  largest 
copper  mines  in  the  world.   There  should,  therefore,  be  a  good  op- 

ffortunity  for  the  introduction  of  American  mining  machiaery  on  a 
arger  scale  than  at  present. 

It  is  suggested  that,  as  the  address  of  each  mine  is  given,  it  might 
be  well  ^r  those  interested  in  the  exportation  of  American  ma- 
chinery to  communicate  directly  with  the  owners  in  Spanish,  sending 
them  copies  of  such  Spaniiih  literature  as  they  may  have  issued. 


BAHIA  UAAEET  FOB  BE&NS. 

[Consul  Bob«rt  Fraz«r,  Jr.,  Bahia,  Brazil,  Not.  17.] 

No  beans  ai-e  either  imported  or  exported  at  this  port.  The  local 
production  is  generally  equal  to  the  very  large  demand ;  when  it  falls 
shoii;,  the  deficiency  is  supplied  from  the  southern  part  of  the  Eepub- 
lic,  where  the  chief  centers  of  production  are  the  States  of  Sao 
Paulo,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  Minas  Geraes.  During  the  past  year, 
however,  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  augment  the  local  supply. 

No  statistics  of  production  are  kept,  though  the  amount  is  very 
large,  as  beans  constitute  one  of  the  staple  articles  of  diet  throughout 
this  region.  Every  small  farmer  grows  them,  and  they  are  fre- 
quently planted  on  large  estates  between  trees  or  plants  of  other 
crops.  The  varieties  chiefly  grown  are  light  coffee  colored,  known 
as  "  mulatinhos,"  and  black,  known  as  "  pretos."  The  pi*esent  whole- 
sale price  is  20  milreis  per  80-Iiter  bag,  equivalent  at  present  exchange 
to  $2.11  per  bushel. 

The  nominal  duty  on  beans  imported  into  Brazil  is  0.060  milreis 
j)er  kilo,  based  on  gross  weight  if  packed  in  bags,  or  witli  an  allow- 
ance of  10  per  cent  of  the  weiglit  for  tare  if  packed  in  barrels  or 
boxes.  The  actual  duty,  based  on  a  recent  quotation  of  the  milreis 
at  24  cents,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  2  per  cent  surtax  and 
the  jji'oportion  payable  in  gold,  is  in  practice  considerably  increased, 
equivalent  to  $1.12  per  100  pounds. 

If  offers  of  American  beans  are  made  here^  small  samples  sliould 
be  sent,  prices  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Bahia  (in  either  dollars  or  sterling),  the 
metric  system  of  weight  or  measurement  (1  bushel  equals  35.24  liters) , 
and  the  Portuguese  language  used.  If  possible,  some  concession  is 
advised  in  the  matter  of  terms.  Shipping  documents  might  be  sent 
through  a  bank  attached  to  draft  payable  30  daya  after  sight,  or 
payment  might  be  asked  upon  arrival  of  goods  hei-e,  but  very  likely 
a  demand  for  cash  against  documents  in  New  York  would  not  be  met. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  importers  of  foodstuffs  bere,  all  of  wliom  enjoy  good 
reputations,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offices.   Bcfer  to  file  No.  00703.] 
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DENTAL  STTPFUES  Dl  BAAZIL, 

[Conmil  General  Alfred  L.  Moreaa  Oottacbalk.  Bio  de  Janeiro.] 

A  license  was  recently  granted  a  British  company  to  manufacture 
within  Brazil,  as  well  as  to  import  and  to  export,  artificial  teeth, 
dental  supplies,  scientific  and  surgical  instruments,  cutlery,  photo* 
graphic  supplies,  and  a  long  list  of  other  articles. 

The  fact  is  interesting  because  it  points  to  an  important  develop- 
ment in  international  trade.  Not  long  ago  this  consulate  had  occa- 
sion to  go  over  the  business  situation  with  the  traveling  representative 
of  an  American  manufacturer  of  collars,  shirts,  etc.,  who  has  a  large 
popular  sale  in  the  United  States  for  a  certain  brand  of  collars  that 
sell  at  retail  at  two  for  25  cents.  After  calculating  the  duties,  cus- 
toms charges,  local  merchants'  profit,  etc,  it  was  found  that  this 
article  can  not  be  sold  here  at  less  than  50  cents  United  States  cur- 
rency each,  thereby  making  it  impossible  to  urge  cheapness  as  a  sell- 
ing point.  Since  the  cost  of  producing  this  article  is  low,  it  was 
suggested  that  the  best  solution,  in  a  country  like  this,  which  pro- 
duces excellent  native  cotton  goods,  was  for  the  American  manufac- 
turer to  establish  himself  here  and  manufacture  locally.  An  article 
like  a  cheap  collar  of  reasonably  good  quality  would  meet  with  imme- 
diate popular  favor  here,  as  would  doubtless  many  other  useful  and 
well-made  cheap  articles  of  American  manufacture. 

It  is  possible  that  this  line  of  thought,  which  seems  to  have  ap- 
pealed to  the  British  manufacturer  of  dental  goods,  might  prove 
useful  to  American  manufacturers  of  many  small  articles.  To  be 
sure,  there  is  always  in  Latin  America  some  local  tex  on  production 
(internal-revenue  tax)  to  be  figured  uj^on,  but  this  is  almost  always 
far  below  the  figure  of  the  import  duties  and  the  landing,  clearing, 
and  brokerage  charges. 

Importations  of  American  and  other  dental  matmal  into  Brazil 
were  as  follows:  From  the  United  States,  $197,737  in  1913  and 
$96,727  in  1914;  from  Great  Britain,  $32^81  m  1913  and  $31^58  m 
1914;  from  Germany,  $18,812  in  1913  (no  returns  for  1914).  The 
total  imported  from  all  countries  was  $256,561  in  1913  and  $139,830 
in  1914. 

However,  there  are  a  great  many  American  dentists  practicing  in 
this  country  who  import  a  large  portion  of  their  supplies  by  parcel 
post  or  registered  mails,  and  sucn  imports  are  not  induded  in  the 
foregoing  figures. 


INVESTiaATE  UETHOD  OF  FISIHa  SAiniABT  FOBCELAIH. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  Pittsburgh  laboratory  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Standards  a  large  tunnel  kiln  has  been  erected  for  firing 
sanitary  porcelain.  The  fuel  used  is  natural  ^as,  which  is  unsatis- 
factory for  the  method  usually  employed  in  firing  these  kilns.  The 
result  has  been  rather  disastrous.  A  representative  of  the  company 
called  at  the  bureau  for  advice,  and  while  some  could  be  given,  it  is 
considered  desirable  that  the  whole  matter  of  tunnel  kilns  should  be 
studied  in  further  detail.  The  bureau  reconmiends  that  an  investi> 
^tion  of  this  method  of  firing  materials  be  made,  not  so  much  at 
this  particular  plant,  but  at  one  or  two  others  where  facilities  would 
be  a  little  better  for  this  purpose. 
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IMPORTS  OF  COTTOH  TA£N  AT  SWATOW. 

[Tonsul  George  C.  Ilniuion,  Swntow,  Cblna,  Nov.  0.] 

The  Chinese  Maritime  (>ustoins  returns  show  the  following  im- 
ports of  cotton  yam  into  Swatow  for  the  years  1908  to  1915  (nine 
months) ,  inclusive : 


Yean. 


1908 
MOQ 

ino 

1911 


Indian 
yarn. 


Tont. 
8.573 
9,002 
8.641 
7,956 


Japaness 
yam. 


TtHM. 


Yean. 


1912  

1913  

19M  

1916  (9  months} 


Indian 

yun. 


Tom. 
9,708 

10. 123 
8,635 
7,2« 


lapanesa 
yarn. 


Tont. 
lU 
9St 
2,3» 
971 


It  will  be  noticed  from  these  figures  that  mitil  1912  Indian  yam 
dominated  the  local  market.  In  1912  Japan  contributed  114  tons  of 
yam ;  in  1913, 261  tons ;  and  in  1914,  2,330  tons.  In  1914  the  imports 
of  Indian  yam  amounted  to  8,C35  tons,  a  figure  that  diowed  Japan 
was  cutting  heavily  into  the  trade.  In  1915,  during  the  first  nine 
months,  7,249  tons  of  Indian  yam  were  imported,  while  only  971 
tons  of  the  Japanese  variety  reached  Swatow.  Of  this  971  tons 
the  greater  part  was  imported  during  the  first  quaiter  of  the  year, 
some  in  the  second  quarter,  and  hardly  any  in  tiie  third  quarter.  As 
a  result,  Indian  yam  has  commencea  to  swing  back  into  its  former 
predominating  position,  and  Chinese  yam  from  Shanghai,  of  which 

3  tons  were  imported  in  1913  and  54  tons  in  1914,  was  imported  to  such 
an  extent  in  1915  that  the  figures  for  the  first  nine  months  reached 
282  tons.  Of  this  282  tons  much  more  than  half  was  imported  dur- 
ing the  third  quarter.    Of  Elnglish  yarn,  1  ton  was  purchased  in  1913, 

4  tons  in  1914,  and  4  tons  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1915. 
It  was  impossible  to  procui-e  a  sample  of  Japanese  yam. 

[A  sample  of  Indian  yarn.  No.  20  Parrot  brand,  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  anil  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  ofltces,  which  will  also  supply 
a  list  of  Swatow  firma  who  are  Interested  in  the  Importation  of  cotton  yarn. 
Befcr  to  flic  No.  68978.] 


AHERICAir  SILKS  IH  CUBA. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harrla.] 

American  women  residing  in  Habana  express  considerable  wonder- 
ment that  this  market  is  not  given  more  attention  by  silk  makers  of 
ihe  United  States.  It  is  asserted  that  the  American  sillcs  wear  longer 
and  do  not "  crack  "  as  the  French  silks  do  in  this  climate.  Of  late 
some  small  quantities  of  American  silks  have  been  noticed  in  the 
stores,  but  the  prices  ore  about  three  times  those  of  the  European 
silks.  American  ribbons  are  not  to  be  had  on  the  market  generally, 
and  they  are  high  priced.  In  fact,  all  dry  goods  are  high  priced  in 
Cuba,  and  it  appears  that  unless  at  least  1(X)  per  cent  profit  can  be 
made  on  an  article  the  dealer  is  scarcely  interested  in  carrying  it. 
The  American  women  profess  to  believe  that  if  a  large,  fii^-dass 
American  dry  goods,  millinery,  and  notion  store  were  opened  in 
HalMma,  handling  goods  on  a  basis  of  reasonable  profit,  and  mannged 
like  a  first-class  establi^ment  in  the  United  States,  it  would  have  an 
impregnable  position  and  a  tremendous  trade. 
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CITRTr&-TRTnT  FBOimCTIOH  IN  CAUFOBJTIA. 

[Prom  Beport  of  the  General  UaDagef  of  the  California  Fruit  Growers'  Bxcbaage.] 

During  the  year  ending  August  31, 1915,  40,986  cars  of  oranges  and 
6,G58  cars  of  lemons  were  shipped  from  California.  Of  these,  24,232 
cars  of  oranges  and  5,577  cars  of  lemons  (consisting  of  9,648,283  boxes 
of  oranges  and  2,241,553  boxes  of  lemons)  were  dipped  by  the  Ex- 
change. The  returns  f.  o.  b.  California  will  be  about  $19,537,850;  the 
market  value  is  approximately  $30,000,000.  There  has  been  a  gradual 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  total  ^ipments  handled  by  the  Ex- 
change, the  percentage  having  risen  from  47  in  1905  to  62.5  in  1915. 

Xethods  Used  in  Harketing  Crops — ^Adoption  of  Standard  Grade. 

At  intervals  throughout  the  year,  each  association  estimates  the 
size  of  the  crop  in  the  orchards  of  its  members.  These  combined 
estimates  indicate  to  the  railroads,  the  trade,  and  the  industry  what 
the  fflze  of  the  crop  is  to  be,  and  furnish  a  definite  basis  for  the  bu^- 
ness  plans  necessary  to  be  made  for  supplies  and  for  the  distributim 
and  sale  of  the  crop.  The  total  average  cost  of  the  Exchange  is  7.16 
cents  per  box.  This  service  is  an  evdution  of  20  years'  experience, 
and  is  not  only  less  expenMve  but  is  more  comprenen^ve  than  any 
other  crop-marketing  service  yet  developed. 

Unrestricted  competition  for  the  early  market  had  resulted  in  the 
shipment  of  green,  immature  oranges  in  November  and  early  De- 
cember. A  few  carloads  of  fruit  brought  high  prices,  but  consumers 
turned  away  from  these  oranges  to  other  fruit  more  appetizing. 
After  this  exoerience  practically  all  shippers  in  Tulare  County  and  in 
the  other  early  districts  ngreed  not  to  ship  oranges  that  were  below 
the  8  to  1  standard,  as  promulgated  by  the  Federal  Department  of 
Agriculture.  No  other  act  in  recent  years  has  done  more  to  popu- 
larize California  oranges.  The  early  fruit  shipped  from  the  north 
was  fine  in  color  and  good  to  eat,  the  trade  pushed  the  sales  with 
confidence,  the  consumer  was  pleased  with  the  quality,  and  a  strong 
demand  for  Sunkist  oranges  resulted. 

Heavy  Increase  in  Oltrns-Fmlt  Prodnctloa-— Valencia  Oranges. 

There  \*as  an  increase  of  19.1  per  cent  over  the  largest  preceding 
season  in  the  total  value  of  oranges  and  grapefruit  shipped  from 
December  to  February,  inclusive,  in  1914-15,  from  both  Florida  and 
California,  the  average  shipments  from  the  two  States  equaling  ap- 
proximately 275  carloads  per  day  during  this  period.  This  increase 
was  in  addition  to  2,000  carloads  from  Louisiana  and  Porto  Rico. 
During  the  period  from  December,  1914,  to  August,  1915,  inclusive, 
California  shipments  were  36,001  carloads,  while  Florida  marketed 
20,705. 

Through  national  advertising  the  Fruit  Growers'  Exchange  is 
popularizing  the  Valencia  orange  with  the  American  consumer.  Few 
people  knew  that  California  produced  a  summer  oran^  of  luscious 
eating  quality.  The  Valencia  is  comparatively  free  from  decay,  it 
can  be  snipped  to  the  mountain  or  seaside  resorts  and  to  the  country 
towns  with  equal  advantage,  and  yields  a  splendid  finandal  return. 
Opportunities  for  the  I«nion  Industry.  ' 

The  California  lemon  crop  increased  132  per  cent  over  the  crop  of 
the  preceding  year.  Different  factors  control  the  market  for  oranges 
and  for  lemons;  the  consumption  of  the  latter  de^endi^^^^^pljr 
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on  climatic  conditions,  Americans  using  them  abnosfc  excIusiTely  in 
cold  drinks  during  hot  weather.  The  exchange  lemon  shippers  nave 
organized  a  company  to  manufacture  by-products  from  the  lower 
^des  of  fruit.  From  $1,250,000  to  $1,500,000  worth  of  lemon  oil, 
citrate  of  lime,  and  other  lemon  by-products  are  imported  annually 
into  the  United  States;  these  can  be  manufactured  successfully  in 
California  from  fruit  not  worth  shipping. 

There  are  20,000  acres  of  lemons  in  California  four  years  old  and 
under,  which  will  soon  come  into  bearing  and  will  double  the  supply 
of  dom^ic  lemons ;  to  consume  this  increase,  and  the  foreign  supply, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the  lemon  consumption  of  the  United 
States  by  75  to  100  per  cent  in  the  next  few  years.  New  uses  of 
lemons  will  be  suggested  to  the  public,  and  the  consumer  will  be 
educated  to  the  advantages  of  this  fruit  as  a  healthful  product  in  a 
great  number  of  culinary  us^  in  toilet  uses,  and  in  beverages,  so 
th&t  lemons  will  be  used  more  generally  throughout  the  year. 

KAILWAT  SABHUTOS  m  SEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

•  [Commercial  AttacM  William  0.  Downs,  Uclboarne,  Australia.] 

The  following  comparative  figures,  showing  the  earnings  of  the 
railways  and  tramways  for  the  State  of  New  South  Wales,  are  taken 
from  the  Keport  of  the  Chief  Commissioner  for  Bailways  and  Tram- 
ways for  the  quarter  ended  September  30,  1915,  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  in  1914: 


Item. 

Quarter  Qnd«d  Sept. 
30— 

Item. 

Quarter  ended  Sept. 
SO— 

UU 

19U 

U15 

K&II.WAT8. 

4,010 

S3,  000 
t.S342.0aO 

se,s'jo,300 

6,211.511 
21,726,433 

903,585 
1,880,3C0 

3U,S63 

*,  147) 

S3, 980,800 
»4,S7fl,200 
to,  151,200 
5,037,302 
22,514.040 
TC3,132 
1,823,555 
298,142 

BULiTATS— conttntKd. 
Tonnage  of  liv«- stock 

215 

12,337,400 
11,983, 100 
0,M2,95t 
70,7!<2,&71 

198;  178 

220 

S2, 250, COO 
SI,  829, 300 
6,540:653 
68,634,124 

Bsvetnie: 

Trun  miles  rim  

TBAUTATS. 

Number  of  passengers  

Tonnage  of  Rooda  traffic. 
Tonnage  of  coal  and  coke. 
Touiasa  of  oUm  mlBonls, 

Nnmber  of  paBsengera.... 

The  principal  decreases  and  increases  in  the  goods  traffic  were  in 
the  following  items:  Decreases  in  tons — general  merchandise,  12,575; 
hay,  straw,  etc.,  18,906;  grain,  flourj  etc.,  122,528;  coal  and  coke, 
56,795.  Increases — wool,  13,556;  mmerals  (other  than  coal  and 
c^),  82,579;  live  stock,  17,393. 


FROOBESS  HADE  OH  NATIONAL  GAS-SAFETT  CODE. 

The  work  begun  some  months  ago  in  connection  with  a  national 
gas-safety  code  has  made  good  progress,  and  the  United  States  Bu- 
reau of  Standards  is  now  receiving  the  cooperation  of  several  en- 
gineering societies  which  have  appointed  representatives  for  the  pur- 
pose. This  ^as-safety  code  will  relate  to  both  the  life  and  fire  hazard 
and  hence  will  cover  the  ground  which,  in  the  case  of  corresponding 
"Work  in  the  electrical  field,  is  covered  by  two  codes — the  Under- 
writers' Fire  Code,  and  the  National  Electrical  Safety  Code,  which 
•  jB  bong  prepared  by  the  Bureau.  ^^.  .^^^  Googk 
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IHFOBTS  nrEO  HAHKOW. 

IConmil  Gcnrrnl  KdwiD  8.  CusninglMin,  nankov,  China,  Nov.  12.1 

As  shown  by  the  following  table  giving  the  amount  of  the  prin- 
cipal imports  into  Hankow,  China,  from  foreign  countries  and  Chi- 
nese ports  through  the  maritime  customs,  there  was  a  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  a  large  number  of  articles  imported  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1915,  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in  1914. 

It  is  true  that  the  war  has  closed  certain  markets  with  which  prod- 
ucts have  been  exchanged,  and  it  has  interrrupted  the  regular  chan- 
nels of  trad©  without  materially  affecting  the  wealth  of  the  country — 
the  trade  exists  awaiting  the  restoration  of  normal  conditions  of 
former  channels  or  the  establishment  of  new  ones.  These  conditions 
hare  not  yet  returned  nor  hare  new  connections  been  extensiTely 
introduced. 

frinelpal  Imports  Uto  Hankow. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  the  principal  imports 
into  Hankow  for  the  first  six  months  of  1914  and  1915 : 


Articles. 


CotUa  goods; 

Shlrllng,  pray,  plalo— 

Ame'lcaQ  pieces. . 

English  do — 

Japanese  do — 

Blieetings,  gray,  plain- 
American  places.. 

English  do.... 

}apano<w  do.... 

Shirtings,  wbile,  plain- 
Dutch   pieces.. 

English  do — 

IWUs— 

American  do — 

English  do — 

Japanese  do — 

Jeans— 

Dutch  do.... 

English  do — 

Jaionese  do.... 

T  cloth,  32-uich— 

English  do — 

Japanese  do.... 

T  clotn,  36-lnch,  Eng- 
lish  pieces. 

Cambrics,  lawns,  and 
mnsllns,  wblte.pKces.. 
Printed  cottons— 

Chlnttes,  plain  cot- 
ton prints,  and 
sblrtmgs... pieces.. 
Sateens,  reps,  etc., 

pieces  

T  cloth  and  Turkey 

reds  pieces.. 

Dyed  cottons- 
Italians,  plain,  fast 

black  pieces. 

Venetians,  ploin,  last 

bUck  pieces.. 

Las  tings,  plain,  fast 

black  pieces.. 

Italians,  plain, 

colored  pieces.. 

Venetians,  plain, 

colored  pieces. . 

Lastlngs,  plain, 

pieces  

ItallaDB.flgared, 

pieces  

Venetian^  II I  u  red, 
pieoos  , 


Jan.- 
JnnB, 
Ul«. 


880 
393,  OM 
S,77B 

S,8« 
18,277 

fi.oa 

17.518 
373,203 

9,m 

786 
126,675 

2,680 
62,344 

a.soo 

3B,3M 
3,340 

G60 

33,463 


60,066 

34,  BOS 
790 

82,264 
39,422 
639 
13,034 
6,695 
225 
U,«74 
1,H0 


Jan.- 
June, 
UU. 


AlUdM. 


8,070 
287.654 
aO,«)D; 

S.iSO  ' 
35,290 
0,6(0 

15,9E0 
316,623 

8,575 
1,460 
68,418 

710 
40,790 
29,000 

48,667 
8,780 

120 

19,648 


88,393 
9,633 
3,770 

66,293 
35,043 

1,200 
16,105 

7,749 
340 
15,888 

2,m 


Cotton  good»-OoittlniMd. 
Dyed  cottons— Contd . 
Lastlngs, flgored, 

pieces   1S,6BS 

Reps  and  ribs,  fig- 
ured  pieces..  8,369 

Oambriesilawns,  and 

moalins  pieces..  18,241 

Turkey'^  cambrics, 

pieces   17,850 

Tu>  key-red  shirtbigs, 

pieces   18,986 

Cotton   Oannd,  plain, 
dyed,  and  prmted, 

pieoa   1,614 

Velvets  and  vdveteeits, 

plain  yards..  301.405 

BandkerohlelS . .  douns . .  44, 71S 
Towels,  honeycomb  and 

huckaback  dotens..  89,668 

Towels,  other  Uods, 

doiens   78,233 

Cotton  yam- 
English.  tCBU..  8 

Ita^  do....  419 

Japanese  do....  6,817 

Nans,  wire  and  cut. ...do....  990 

Tin  plates  do   1, 137 

Bags  or  aU  kinds  pieces..  1,069.878 

Caps  and  bats  do   23,456 

Cigarettes  miile..  304. 4M 

Coal  tons..  63,037 

Anilinedyes  valne..  1205,330 

Indigodyos  tons..  1,617 

Elec&ical  material  and  fit- 
tings value..  S10l,367 

Glass,  window  boxes..  U,7«0 

lAmpsandlampwaie. value..  867.800 

Machinery  (rfaU kinds. -do...  M8,41l 

Hatches,  wood,  Japan,  gross. .  708. 445 

Uedlcines  valne..  8180. 39B 

Needles  mOle..  373.410 

EngineoQ  gallons. .  63, 197 

Kerosene  oil  do....  1,487,174 

Sugar,  brown,  white,  reOned, 

oandy  (ona..  10^273 

Tim  ben 

HaM  eobtofatC..  83,641 

Solt  aqnaretoot..  1,309,987 

LoeomotlTes  and  tenders,   

value   n9S,O0t 

Railway   oarrtagti  and 


Jaa- 
Juna, 
1914. 


Clglllzed  b'y'^G'O'n 
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Cotton  Textiles,  Keedles,  AnlUne  Dyes. 

Cotton  textiles  should  be  the  least  affected  of  any  group,  because 
they  are  absolutely  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  people.  Needles, 
in  which  Germany  and  Belgium  had  almost  a  monopoly,  were 
imported  into  the  whole  of  China  to  the  value  of  $583,261  in  1913, 
but  none  were  imported  into  Hankow  during  the  first  half  of  the 
current  year  because  the  sources  of  supply  had  been  cut  off.  The 
needles  in  stock  have  been  sold  on  the  local  market  at  a  very  advanced 
price.  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  17798,  published  in  Com- 
KESCE  Reports  for  August  5,  1915,  called  attention  to  this  market, 
but  only  one  replay  was  received  by  the  inquirer,  and  this  was  n6t  re- 
sponsive. This  item  is  small,  but  important,  and  it  seems  that  a 
single  item  sold  in  a  country  aggregatmg  over  $500,000  during  the 
penod  of  one  year  would  be  worth  the  attention  of  manufacturers 
who  were  interested  in  the  Oriental  trade. 

The  imports  of  aniline  dye  decreased  in  value  from  $205,300  to 
$5,606  during  the  periods  under  comparison,  and  the  market  value 
increased  from  35  taels  ($21.26  gold)  to  135  taela  ($82.01  gold)  per 
picul  (1331  pounds). 

Increased  Imports  of  American  Qlass — ^Valls,  Oils,  Etc. 

It  is  evident  that  American  manufacturers  of  glass  have  given  their 
attention  to  the  opportunities  in  tlie  Hankow  market  for  the  sale  of 
tiiis  article,  as  there  were  at  least  two  large  arrivals  at  this  port 
witiiin  a  week,  to  be  followed  by  others;  and  this,  no  doubt,  marks 
tiie  beginning  of  an  important  trade  should  the  American  product  be 
delivered  in  a  sound  condition  and  packed  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  the  local  trade. 

Wire  cut  nails  were  imported  in  increased  quantities — from  990 
to  1,071  tons;  ba^  of  all  Bnds  had  a  substantial  increase  of  900,000 
pieces  and  aggregate  for  the  1915  period  1,971^83  bags.  The  im- 
ports of  kerosene  oil  increased  from  84B7,174  to  10,735,335  gallons. 
Engine  oil  was  imported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  amount- 
ing to  170,037  gallons,  an  increase  of  106,840  gallons  over  the  corre- 
sponding period  in  1914.  It  is  not  a  good  indication  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  trade  of  the  country  to  find  that  machinery  of  all  kinds 
declined  from  $488,411  to  $57,936,  and  almost  equally  unfavorable 
indication  is  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  electrical  material  and 
fittings  from  $101,357  to  $30,932. 

Opportvnity  to  Extend  American  Trade. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  American  manufacturers  are  begin- 
ning to  realize  the  present  favorable  conditions  for  the  exploitation 
of  this  market  and  have  taken  some  steps  to  obtain  in  certain  lines 
their  share  of  the  trade,  but  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  them  have  an  inadequate  idea  of  the  potentialities  of  the 
Chinese  market  and  the  wonderful  opportunities  which  the  world's 
political  conditions  have  given  them  to  participate  in  one  of  the 
world's  greatest  markets.  Our  part  in  the  China  trade  has  been 
trifling  compared  to  what  we  should  have  had  and  to  what  we  can 
get  with  but  little  exertion  and  at  a  small  per  cent  of  the  introduc- 
tory expenditure. 

■  ~  "  Digitized  by  Google 
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TBADE-FBOUOTION  SUGGESTIONS  FBOU  PAKAGUAT. 

I'Jontiiil  Sumiu'l  lUmllton  Wllcj,  Asuncion,  Oct.  25.] 

With  a  view  to  obtaining  information  that  would  be  useful  in 
promoting  commercial  inter^unge  betvreen  the  United  States  and  the 
Kepublic  of  Paraguay,  I  sent  out  to  the  principal  importing  and  ex- 
porting liouses  in  the  Asimcion  district  circular  letters  askmg  what 
goods  they  bought  fi-om  or  sold  to  the  United  States,  whether  they 
desired  to  enter  into  direct  connections  with  American  firms  inter- 
ested in  their  lines,  what  trade  difficulties  they  had  encountered,  and 
what  suggestions,  if  any,  they  could  offer  looking  toward  a  better- 
ment of  existing  commercial  conditions.  Of  29  letters  sent,  14  were 
answered;  and,  as  giving  the  Paraguayan  point  of  view,  two  of  the 
replies  are  quoted. 

A  general  importer  of  Concepcion,  who  stated  that  he  bought  no 
merchandise  from  the  United  States,  thus  explained  his  position: 

I  am  accustomed,  as  are  nearly  all  importers  here,  to  purchase  my  goods  la 
Germany,  Italy,  Kugland,  aud  France,  but  eei)ecially  In  Germany,  on  account 
of  the  great  advantages  offered  commercial  hoiiseB  tliere.  For  one  thing, 
those  exporting  houses  of  Hamburg  that  do  not  keep  pmnanent  r^ireseata- 
tlves  here  send  travelers  witli  samples  of  articles  specially  manufactured  tor 
the  needs  and  tastes  of  this  market  and  patterned  after  samples  taken  before* 
hand  by  these  exporting  houses.  The  German  exporting:  houses  accept  any 
order,  no  matter  bow  small,  and  send  goods  direct  to  Paraguayan  ports,  thus 
relieving  the  dealer  of  all  bother  of  transshipment  in  Buenoa  Aires  or  Monte- 
video. 

Convenient  Payment  Arrangements. 

Payment  for  goo4ls  ordered  from  Germany  in  arranged  in  an  excellent  man- 
ner for  importers  licre.  The  exporting  houses  draw  on  Uie  Conceix-lon  merchant 
at  180  days  from  date,  or  generally  180  days  sight,  for  the  value  of  goods  and 
freigtit  and  other  expenses.  These  notes  are  discounted  by  banks  here  or  in 
Germany.  Tlie  interest  charged  by  German  houses  has  nut  been  more  than  5 
per  cent  per  nnnnm  since  the  banning  of  the  war. 

All  these  facilities  are  not  given  to  Importers  here  by  American  exporters, 
who  are  accustomed  to  send  illustrated  catalogues  In  English  instead  of 
traveling  representatives  and  to  demand  cash  witli  order  before  Importers  have 
an  opportunity  to  examine  the  goods.  Besides  all  this,  American  wares  are  mudi 
dearer  than  are  goods  of  German  manufacture. 

It  Is  therefore  necessary.  If  American  manufactnrers  and  exporters  wish  to 
compete  with  those  of  Europe,  that  they  adopt  the  system  used  by  their  com- 
petitors and  give  eqnni  facilities  in  the  mnttt>r  of  credits,  shlpniMit^  etc.  As 
the  quality  of  the  American  merchandise  is  far  superior  to  that  of  European 
goods,  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  equal  facilities  as  mentioned  are  ^ven,  im- 
porters here  will  buy  American  goods  in  preference  to  those  of  Europe,  even 
at  a  Jilgher  price. 

Several  others  voiced  the  same  opinion  as  to  the  need  for  meeting 

tei-ms  offered  by  European  competitora. 

Credit  Information — G.  I.  F.  Prices. 

The  establishment  of  an  American  credit-information  bureau  and 
the  quotation  of  c.  i.  f.  prices  were  suggested  by  an  Asuncion  importer 
of  construction  material: 

To  facilitate  the  conimei  cial  Interchange  between  Importers  here  and  exporters 
in  tlic  "United  States  it  would  be  well  to  establish  a  bureau  of  cretUt  Informa- 
tion, and  by  furnlsliing  to  American  Inquirers  information  regarding  local 
houses  give  responsible  Asuncion  firms  an  opportunity  to  purchase  American 
goods  without  being  oblige*!  to  send  cosh  with  onler. 

It  would  aid  commercial  interchange  if  American  firms  would  quote  prices 
c.  1.  f.  Buenos  Aires  or,  better  still,  c.  1.  f.  Ascunciou.  The  exporters  in  Ameri- 
can ports  are  In  n  better  position  to  obtain  low  ocean  freight  rates  than  are  the 
importers  in  Ascunclon,  1,100  miles  from  an  ocean  port.  Tills  would  benefit  flie 
purchasers  here  and  give  the  exporters  in  the  United  States  a  witter  mufla 
to  compete  with  European  exporters.  ^  . 
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AMEBICAS  OONSTTLAB  OmCEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEKGE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Ksmo. 

Post. 

Explrfr- 
tlon  of 
vonue. 

Address. 

Sfto  Paolo,  BruU  

Dec.  31 

Department  oT  State,  Waahingbn,  D.  C, 

Do. 
Do. 
Lewps,  Del. 

Bureau  of  Fore^  and  DonwBtlo  Com* 
niei-D&   Room  409,  Costanbouaa. 
New*ork,  N.Y. 
Do. 

{!otua  Ctub,  110  West  Fltty-serflnth 
Street,  New  Yotk  Ct^. 

Winchester,  Ind. 

2607  EtevanUi  Street  NW.,  Washing- 
ton, D.  G. 
ISS  Gboieh  street.  Mobile,  Ala. 
UDSNtirtli  BusbStnet,  Santa  Ana,  Cal. 

Peck,  WiUvsB  

Amoy,  China  

BtMDOS  Aires,  Atgen- 
tlna. 

8bani^f,Cbbia  

Loureoco  U  a  r  q  n  es. 

PortugiMM  Easi 

Africa. 
Vera  Cruz,  UexJca  

Uantcan>o,  Venexoela. 
8»D  Lais  Fotosi, 
MezJoo. 

do. . . . 
Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  SI 

Dec.  31 

Jan.  fi 
Dec.  31 

Feb.  1 
Jan,  6 

Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

•  Ttae  tour  of  American  ctttes  bj  CodsuI  General  Thomaa  Sammons,  of  Sfaanghal,  includes 
Bochester,  Albany,  Cnnajobarle,  New  York,  Detroit,  Cblcftxo,  Seattle,  Tacoma.  Portland, 
and  Son  Francisco,  concluding  at  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  1910.  He  will  confer  with  busi- 
nesa  men  at  these  plncra  who  are  Interested  In  trade  in  China. 

*  Consul  Wllbert  L.  Bonne;  sball  visit  San  Francisco.  Los  Angeles,  and  San  Diego,  Cal., 
and  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  adTlse  tbe  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  eacb  of  these  cities  of 
hia  arrival  and  address 


COmJOiXiOH  OF  THE  KATCH  IHSUSTBT  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  Ij.  Harris,  Stockholm,  Nor.  30.] 

The  match  industry  in  Sweden  at  present  is  flourishing  more  than 
during  any  previous  time.  The  output  has  been  greatly  increased, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  prices  have  also  increased  bv  at  least  100  per 
cent.  Before  the  war  prices  were  quoted  c.  i.  f.  all  foreign  countries, 
but  now  the  manufacturers  demand  f.  o.  b.  factory.  Owing  to  the 
elimination  of  the  match  production  in  Belgium  and  other  countries 
at  war,  the  Swedish  match  lias  practically  no  competition  and  the 
■  exports  to  England  and  France  have  been-  doubled.  The  Swedish 
mills  are  working  under  high  pressure  and  there  appears  to  be,  for 
the  present  at  least,  no  indication  of  a  rebound  in  tne  prices  asked 
and  obtained.  It  is  certain  that  the  Swedish  match  industry  will 
prt^per  in  an  increasing  degree  during  the  next  year. 


A  SPANISH  CDHHEBCIAL  MISSION  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Coniial  General  Ernest  L.  nnrris,  Stockholto,  Not.  20.] 

A  commercial  mission  from  Spain  is  now  in  Sweden  for  the  purpose 
of  studying  the  country  industrially  and  also  for  the  purpose  of 
ordering  goods  which  on  account  of  the  war  can  not  be  imported  into 
Spain  from  Germany,  England,  and  France.  This  commission  has 
already  visited  some  of  the  largest  electrical  and  gas  machinery 
manuiacturing  plants  and  shipbuilding  yiu'ds  in  the  country,  an4 
placed  an  or<£Br  amoimting  to  5,000,000  crowns,  or  $1,340,000. 
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ONTAIUO  SHOWS  LAHaE  FtrECHASDrO  POWEB. 

|<'onsuI  Fred  C.  Blater,  Samln,  t)cc.  0.] 

Trade  in  Ontario  is  much  more  encouraging  than  a  year  ago.  Not 
only  is  the  public  more  optimistic,  but  the  buying  power  appears 
greater  than  at  any  time  since  the  beginning  of  the  w^.  Fnrticu- 
larly  is  this  manifested  as  the  holiday  season  approaches. 

In  some  lines  a  sliortage  is  noted  on  the  market.  But,  of  course, 
the  commodities  in  which  a  shortage  is  experienced  in  Canada  are  in 
many  instances  similarly  scarce  in  the  United  States.  Agriculturally 
the  wliole  Dominion  has.  with  few  exceptions,  enjoyed  abundance. 
This,  with  the  prevailing  nigh  prices,  will  make  the  people  good  buy- 
ers for  some  time.  In  Ontario,  however,  there  is  a  minor  shortage  m 
hay,  potatoes,  and  apples.  The  war  situation  has  affected  the  drug 
business  more  than  any  other  line,  but  the  effects  are  analogous  to 
those  in  the  United  State& 

Artielet  ia  Wliloh  Beuelty  Hai  Been  Velt  Beceatly. 

The  hardware  trade  thus  far  has  suffered  little,  except  in  cutlery 
and  glass,  while  galvanized  iron  and  sheet  metals  are  becoming 
scarce.  Grocere  advise  that  raisins,  currants,  peels,  grapes,  and  pickles 
ai*e  becoming  scarce,  while  the  dry-goods  line  reports  a  rapidly  ap- 
proaching scAi'city  of  linen,  woolen  dress  goods,  and  Imoleimi,  which 
have  increased  to  the  consumer  by  25  to  50  i>er  cent  over  two  years  ago. 
Stationers  report  a  scarcity  in  indelible  pencils  and  crepe  pajw.  A 
shortn^e  is  also  apparent  in  china,  crockery,  toys,  dolls,  and  in  some 
novelties,  prices  having  increased  by  26  to  60  per  cent.  Notwith- 
standing all  expectations  to  the  contrary,  men's  clothing  has,  if  any- 
thing, been  cheaper  tlie  past  year  than  before  the  war. 

A  newspaper  man  remarked  that  Americans  did  not  advertise  as 
mucli  in  Canada  as  in  former  years.  He  suggested  that  perhaps  tJie 
opinion  prevailed  in  the  United  States  that  there  was  no  money  in 
Canada  on  account  of  the  war.  He  was  asked  if  it  were  not  likely 
tliat  many  Amei-ican  firms  experienced  such  n  demand  for  their 
goods  as  to  make  it  unnecessary  to  advertise  to  the  same  extent  as  in 
former  years.  A  local  firm  recently  wrote  to  an  American  firm  with 
a  view  to  negotiations  relative  to  purchasing  cei*tain  machinery.  The 
firm  replied  that  it  had  so  many  orders  on  file  as  to  make  it  impossible 
to  consider  new  customers  for  the  time  being. 


BTEWOODS  IN  HOlTSnRAS. 

[roDKiil  Walter  y.  Bojie,  miorto  Cortcd,  Doc.  20.] 

The  shortage  of  dj'estuffs  in  the  United  States  has  le<l  to  several 
inquiries  as  to  the  possibility  of  securing  logwood  in  this  district 

Although  Icgwood  can  not  be  found  here  in  commercial  quantities, 
there  is  a  considerable  supply  of  fustic,  and  the  consulate  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  ]}lnce  those  who  may  desire  this  dyewood  in  touch  with 
shippers  of  the  same. 

lA  n>iK>rt  on  tlie  effect  of  tl>e  eiubargo  on  lognootl  from  Jamaica  and  Britldi 
Hondurns  wur  pabllshed  In  Coumebcial  Kkpobts  tor  Dec.  29;  also  a  Toport  on 
tlie  logn-ootl  supplies  In  Ceiitrnl  America.] 
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AUERICAS  UOTOB  CABS  IN  INDIA. 

[CoDBul  James  Oliver  Lolng,  Karachi.  Nov.  10.] 

The  Department  of  Statistics  for  India  has  just  published  figures 
covering  the  importation  of  motor  cars  into  India.  It  is  stated  that 
620  cars  from  the  United  States  were  imported  in  the  six  months 
from  April  to  September,  1915,  while  407  came  from  the  United 
Kingdom.   The  figures  for  the  last  four  months  are : 


Frmn  United 

From  Unitod 

Total  Irom'all 

Uonths. 

Kingdom, 

States. 

countrfea. 

No. 

Valtw. 

No. 

Value. 

No. 

ValUB. 

65 

$93,112 

155 

S10j,11G 

241 

S225, 157 

85 

87,597 

44 

35,363 

134 

133.342 

32 

36,012 

85 

66.1S4 

140 

I3A.533 

29 

42,176 

1S7 

1112,42a 

196 

198,229 

Of  the  imports  of  tires  and  tubes  in  these  months,  34  per  cent 
came  from  Italy,  21  per  cent  from  Japan,  and  20  per  cent  from 
France.  The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  21  per  cent 
and  from  the  United  States  about  3  per  cent. 

ICAHCHESTEK  DISIBICT  EXPEBIENCES  IBADE  BOOH. 

[Consul  Ross  B.  Holsday,  Hanebester,  England.  Dec.  7.] 

The  Manchester  district  is  experiencing  a  trade  boom  which  a  local 
newspaper  states  is  almost  unprecedented.  Since  the  eariler  part 
of  the  war  there  has  been  a  noticeable  and  steady  revival,  and  at  the 
present  time  the  general  trade  situation  is  considered  to  have  upset 
the  calculations  even  of  the  leading  commercial  authorities  in  Lanca- 
shire. In  nearly  every  branch  of  trade  there  has  been  a  marked 
improvement.  The  returns  of  the  Manchester  Bankers'  Clearing 
House  provide  a  reliable  guide  to  the  business  position  and  tend  to 
show  the  extent  of  the  present  economic  prosperity.  The  statistics 
for  the  week  ended  December  4,  1915,  show  that  the  total  amount 
which  passed  through  the  Manchester  Bankers'  Clearing  House  was 
$39,987,884,  or  nearly  as  high  as  the  amount  in  1913,  which  was  a 
record  year.  Then  the  total  amount  reached  $40,362,721,  or  $374,837 
more  than  the  week  ended  December  4,  1915,  and  nearly  $9,733,000 
moi'e  tJian  in  the  corresponding  week  a  year  ago. 

CUBAN  HABOT  SHOBT  OF  THBEAD. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Uarrls.] 

There  is  a  shortage  of  cotton  thread  for  sewing  purposes  in  the 
Cuban  market  at  present,  in  numbers  CO,  70,  80,  and  90.  The  supply 
of  thread  comes  mainly  from  England,  and  a  spool  of  thread  of  the 
established  brand,  which  is  called  "  Cardena,"  retails  for  10  cents 
gold.  Eiforts  have  been  made  in  the  past  to  get  American  thrf»ad  on 
the  market,  but  these  were  met  with  considerable  competition  and 
price  cutting  on  the  part  of  the  British  spinners ;  and  thread  has  been 
known  to  sell  as  low  as  2  cents  per  spool.  These  methods  have  appar- 
ently caused  American  manufacturers  to  leave  the  market  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  manufacturers.  It  may  be  that  at  this  time  a  fur- 
ther advance  can  be  made  by  American  exporters,  and  such  a  strong 
position  obtained  that  it  can  be  retained.  Many  other  varieties  ana 
yams  come  from  England  almost  entirely,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  a 
good  field  for  the  Americaji  manufacturer  to  cultivate.      ^  . 
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POBEiaH  TEADE  OFFOBTOKITIES. 

IWh«-re  a-Jdrcfwoii  arc  omitted  the;  may  be  ohtalned  frtm  the  Wmr^mm  or  Its  1»nm^ 

AdrrrtUUtg  mrvtlicg,  buttonn,  tnnaical  imUitments,  etc.,  No.  19(t87. — A  letter 
to  the  biirettu  utatcs  that  n  firm  in  India  desires  samples  and  quotations 
on  ndvertlsiiig  novelties,  buttons,  musical  lustruuieuts,  cement,  clocks,  gloss- 
ware,  paper  and  paper  goods,  toys,  and  soap  and  perfomerj-.  Beferences 
ore  given. 

emerai  repre$entation,  No.  19088. — ^Tlie  Bureau  ts  Informed  that  a  man  who 
liftB  been  engaged  in  the  Import  and  «port  business  for  a  numbw  of  years, 
with  offices  in  New  York  and  Paris,  intends  to  locate  in  Paris  pennanraitly 
and  would  like  to  r^weseut  sevnul  American  manufacture  of  n«icom- 
peting  lines.  He  desires  to  pocd  expenses,  swdi  as  <^oe  raital,  advertl^ng 
charges,  etc. 

Shoe  laeet.  No.  39689. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Ireland  reports  that 
there  Is  a  demand  in  his  district  for  shoe  laces.  It  Is  suggested  tbat  manu- 
facture of  sucb  articles  send  auotations  and  full  information  as  aowi  as 

possible. 

Drainage  and  irrigation  machineru.  No.  19690. — A  report  from  an  American 
consular  officer  in  8oatb  America  states  that  a  representative  of  aevcnl 
private  Interests  Is  In  the  United  States  with  the  object  of  pnrctiaslng  drain- 
age and  Irrigation  machinery  for  large  and  snuU  canal  dredging,  machinery 
for  tho  transportation  of  earth,  bridge  connections,  etc.  The  reprcsentatfw 
also  desires  to  meet  electrical  construction  engineers  and  roannbictnrers  of 
water-power  electric  madiinery.  Quotations  on  water-powo:  and  electric- 
transmission  equipment,  as  well  as  offers  for  the  construction  of  a  lar^ 
capacity  watar-poww  electric  plant  are  requested.  Bank  referenees  are 

giV«L 

Fiitoring  planf.  No.  19691.— The  Donedin  City  Oonm^  has  called  for  tendon  for 
the  supply  and  erection,  In  full  working  order,  of  a  mechanical  filtering 
and  aerating  plant  for  the  public  baths  (contract  No.  376).  Copies  of 
specifications  and  conditions  with  form  of  tender,  together  with  drawiogs, 
may  be  obtntnod  from  the  City  Engineer,  Town  liall,  Dunedin,  New  Zealand, 
on  pnyiiient  of  $9.73,  which  amount  will  be  refunded  npon  the  return  of 
the  documents  in  good  condition  by  Fdiruary  28.  Sealed  tenders,  on  the 
prt^wr  forms,  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Town  Oerk,  Dunedin,  until 
February  0,  1916.  Tenders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  marked  check  w 
cosh  to  the  amount  of  10  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  tender.  The  bureau 
has  no  further  information  relative  to  this  opportunity. 

Bheet  and  plate  gtai».  No.  10692. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Wales  repmts 
that  a  firm  of  wholesale  glass  merchants  desires  to  receive  c.  1.  f.  quotations 
on  sheet  gloss  In  lots  of  400  to  800  cases,  300  square  feet  in  each  case,  the 
.size  of  the  sheets  being  50  by  40  inches.  Quotations  are  also  desired  oa 
plate  glass  of  diffci'ent  sizes,  with  plain  and  beveled  edges,  prices  cxpreased 
by  the  square  foot.  It  Is  stote<l  that  the  plate  glass  which  Is  in  demand 
is  about  i  Inch  thick  and  Is  150  by  80  or  90  Inches.  Bank  references  are 
given. 

GlucoMo  and  com  starch.  No.  i9G&^ — A  commercial  agent  of  tlie  bureau  reports 
that  a  firm  is  Interested  in  making  business  connections  with  exporters  for 
the  sale  of  com  starch  and  gluoose  in  Mediterranean  countries. 

Raittcay  aitppUca,  Ka  10094.— -A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  io 
Denmark  states  that  tenders  have  been  invited  for  135,000  fishplate  bolte, 
10.000  joint-sleeper  bolts,  550,000  nut  locks  for  fisltplate  bolts,  800,000  spikes. 
an<l  1,100,000  wood  screws.  KiKviflcntions,  general  conditions,  together  witli 
drawings  niny  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to 
lileNo.  70274.) 

Railicag,  No.  19695. — An  American  con.sular  officer  in  England  reptH-ts  that 
fjuotatlons  will  be  received  at  the  "  DIreccion-Oeueral  de  Obras  Publlcas, 
Minlstorlo  de  l-'omeiito,"  Madrid,  Spain,  until  May  21,  1910,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  pocondory  railway  from  I'ulencla  to  Aranda  de  Duero.  TM  line 
win  be  of  meter  gauge  and  the  average  cost  per  kilometer  must  not  ex- 
ceed 100,000  pesetas  (about  $19,406).  The  minimum  w^^t  per  meter  oi 
the  rails  to  be  used  will  be  66  poumbf.  The  Bureau  bas  no  fortber  infwuu- 
tlon  relative  to  this  (^portunity. 

^TABHIKOTOX :  GOVERNNGXT  PalXltXQ  OmCBf  MUM 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  AMERICAN  EXPORTERS  TO  SPAIN. 

[Consul  RobcrlBOn  Ilonoy,  MtidHd.  Nov.  14.] 

Ameiicans  intending  to  export  to  this  district,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate the  introduction  of  their  products,  should  comply  with  each  of 
tiie  following  sujrgcstions.  There  is  a  decrease  in  untlerpaid  postage 
in  this  district,  but  typewritten  signatures  are  on  the  increase;  tliis 
latter  habit,  accor(]in<^  to  Miidrid  mercliants,  is  indulged  in  by  Ameri- 
cans, but  otherwise  is  absolutely  unknown  here,  and  is  interpreted  as 
hick  of  interest  in  the  matter  in  hand.  The  suggestions  are  as  follows : 

(1)  Postage  to  Spnin  Is  on  thp  bnsls  of  5  cents — not  on  the  Imsis  of  2  wnts. 

(2)  The  iiitroOuellon  of  Amerlwiii  products  will  he  fncllitiiti'il  if  ciirrospoml- 
oiico  is  [ii  Spanish  ami  if  weights  and  luousures  arc  reduced  to  Hih  metric  s.vMteiH. 

(3)  Risiititures  to  correspondence  shoukl  be  tii  !nli  or  indelible  pencil — not 
tyiwwritten. 

(4)  Business  will  jirohnhly  not  ensue  If  quotations  are  linitttHl  to  f.  o.  li. 
American  im't.  Tlie  Math-id  morchaiit  will  jic<'oiiipjiny  an  order  wllii  ,i  sight 
draft  for  ono-tiiird  of  tlie  invoice  total ;  ho  will  forward  oniMhird  nimv  on 
retreipt  of  the  goods  nnd  he  will  fonvanl  the  remainder  00  days  (hereafter.  He 
will  probably  Imve  no  tleiiliiiirs  on  nny  cre<]it  basis  oHier  tlinn  tlie  a))ove. 

(5)  Tlie  consulate  woulil  appreciate  information  from  Aiuericaii  liotises  its  to 
the  residts  of  negotiations  initiutetl  by  the  consulate  on  behalf  of  Aiueriean 
exporter. 


Exporters  Should  State  Nationality. 

Consul  Gencrul  John  P.  Bray,  of  Singapore,  i-ejiorts  that  it  is  higlily 
desirable  that  Americans  wishing  to  open  trade  connections  in  the 
Straits  Settlements  should  i)lninly  state  the  nationality  of  the  lirms 
they  represent.  The  neeil  for  such  action  has  been  brouglit  to  the 
consular  officer's  attention  on  several  occasions,  and  he  urges  that 
the  )X»int  mentioned  be  carefully  observed  by  American  exporters. 

1603*— li  12'19 
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COirSIIIOHS  IN  ATTSTEIAir  AND  OEBKAK  HOP  DISTBICTSw 

[Trmnslatloii  tron  article  br  Theodor  Ganbn,  director  of  8aai  Hop  Growen*  itaHodatlOB, 

in  Prager  Tagblatt,  Nov.  10.] 

It  has  frequently  been  pointed  out  that  while  other  products  of  the 
soil  are  mretly  used  for  food  and  have,  through  the  war,  in  the  last 
two  years  risen  to  enormous  prices,  with  hops  the  contrary  is  the  case, 
becanse  hops  are  products  of  the  soil  which  are  exclusively  used  for 
making  beer.  Austria- Hungary  and  Germany,  as  is  well  known, 
produce,  as  the  principal  hop-growing  districts  of  the  world,  not 
only  what  is  annually  reuired  for  local  ^national)  use  for  making 
beer,  but  are  also  obliged,  according  to  their  crops,  to  export  50  to  75 
per  cent  of  their  product. 

In  consequence  of  the  war  the  export  has  been  stopped  for  months. 
The  production  of  beer  has,  in  both  countries,  been  restricted  to  40 
per  cent  of  the  normal  output,  and  the  inland  demand  for  hops  has 
dropped  by  thousands  of  centners,  whereas  in  1914:,  principally  in 
Gennnny  but  also  in  Austria,  thei'e  were  record  hop  crops.  (Cent- 
ner=50  kilos,  110  pounds.) 

Prices  Do  Kot  Cotct  laercased  Expenses  of  Prodactlon. 

Although  the  year  1915  produced  but  comparatively  small  crops 
in  both  countries,  the  reserve  had  become  large,  so  that  the  prices 
for  1915,  which  now  vary  between  20  and  70  marks  (mark=$0.238) 
in  Germany,  between  55  and  80  kronen  (krone=$0.203)  for  Austrian 
hops,  and  between  80  and  125  kronen  for  Saaz  hops,  do  not  cover, 
by  far,  considering  the  small  crops,  the  increased  expenses  of  grow- 
ing. The  hop  producers  of  Austria-Hungary  and  Germany  were 
therefore  working  in  both  years  of  the  war  at  a  loss  which  may  be 
estimated  at  millions. 

The  total  loss  for  Austria -Hungary  to  the  hop  trade  for  the  year 

1914  may  be  figured  to  amount  to  more  than  $3,400,000.  For  both 
the  years  of  the  war  the  total  loss  to  the  trade  may  be  placed  at 
$10,000,000.  The  loss  to  the  hop  trade  in  Germany  rises  even  liigher 
than  with  us,  and  it  would  be  a  task  for  a  competent  person  even 
approximately  to  estimate  it.  The  consequence  of  these  unfortunate 
conditions  which  for  the  present  are  only  ascribed  to  the  hop  trade 
will  also  hurt  the  breweries,  but  not  before  a  year  or  two  has  passed. 
Forced  by  two  unprofitable  years,  the  hop  trade  of  Austria- Hunsiry 
and  Geimany  will  of  course  be  obliged  further  to  restrict  the  liop 
aci-eage. 

Hop  Growers  Will  Ttith  to  Other  Crops. 

The  hop  growers  will  turn  to  the  culture  of  other  products  of  the 
soil,  principally  grain,  turnips,  and  other  foods,  as  these  products 
will  quite  certiimly,  for  the  next  few  yeai-s,  show  good  and  profitable 
prices. 

In  Austria-Hungary  and  Germany  we  may  count  on  a  decrenf^e  of 
acreage  of  perhaps  25  to  30  per  cent,  and  the  largest  percentage  of 
this  reduction  will  have  to  be  borne  by  those  districts  which  in 

1915  either  could  not  sell  their  hops  or  sold  them  at  very  low  prices, 
as  Upper  Austria,  Galicia,  Hungary,  and  districts  in  Bavaria,  Wurt- 
temberg,  Baden,  and  Alsace-Lorraine. 

[CoDaul  Wallace  J.  Young.  Carlsbad,  Austria,  Nov.  20.1 
lAtox  Supply  for  Hop  HolclnK  and  Wages  Paid. 

Through  an  arrangement  between  the  Saaz  Hop  Growers'  Asao- 
ciatioh  and  the  Bohemian  Begistry  and  Employment  BureaUta  siiffi- 
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cient  number  of  hop  pickers  vr&s  obtained  to  take  -care  of  the  crop. 
The  fee  of  the  bureau  had  to  be  paid.  These  pickers,  who  came 
mostly  from  the  "  Bohominn  Forest "  or  the  Erzgebirge  (Ore  Moun- 
tains), were  furnished  with  transportation  from  their  homes  to  the 
hop  district  the  first  of  the  season,  and  at  its  close  were  ^iven  free 
transportation  home.  Their  employers  furnished  them  with  living 
sheds  and  daily  with  soup,  bread,  and  potatoes. 

This  year  the  wage  for  picking  was  $4.80  per  centner  of  110 
pounds;  last  year  it  was  $4.  In  1914  the  average  cost,  per  centner, 
for  growing  hops  in  the  Saaz  District  was  $13.20.  This  year,  on 
account  of  the  greatly  increased  cost  of  labor,  etc.,  the  cost  per 
centner  avorngcs  $22.12.  About  three-fourths  of  the  Saaz  crop  of 
this  year  has  been  sold,  the  buyers  being  mostly  middlemen. 

IPrevious  dispatehes  relating  to  this  year's  production  of  liop.s  wore  pub- 
lished m  COMMEHCK  Repobts  tov  July  30,  Sept.  13,  Sept.  27,  and  Oct.  20,  IfttS.] 


HEW  ZEALAND  FUBUC-WOBKS  LOAN. 

IConsuI  Oenoral  Alfred  A,  WInslow,  Aucklnnd,  Nov.  17.] 

The  44  per  cent  public-works  loan  of  $9,733,000  authorized  by  the 
New  Zealand  Government  has  just  more  than  twice  over  been  sub- 
scribed at  par,  and  financial  conditions  in  general  are  in  splendid 
shape  and  the  monetary  outlook  is  good.  In  speaking  of  the  loan  Sir 
Joseph  Ward,  minister  of  finance,  had  the  following  to  say: 

It  wilt  1)6  a  coiisidoriible  time  before  tlie  Government  goes  niton  tlie  New 
KeiiUuid  nmrliet  for  another  loan.  In  all  human  probability  we  Kliall  not  have 
c()nii)let«I  th<!  expenditure  of  this  monpy  on  public  worlcs  wlien  the  war  reaches 
its  coiichiKion.  Wnr-loan  money,  which  hns  been  coming  Into  the  countrj*  at  the 
rate  of  f."'>(KJ,(KiO  (.?2,438,2r»0)  a  iiirmtii.  or  £C.O0O.(K)O  ($29,10»,000)  n  year,  will 
IJu'ii  Imvo  ceiisod  to  vouch  us,  ami  the  question  of  future  iMirnnving  anil  whei-e  it 
shall  be  ofTi'trtoil  will  bo  c(nisitk'ro<l  nt  tliat  time.  Tbe  Oovennuont  will  coiuiniio 
to  assist  .'lettlerK  and  worliury  liy  advancing  money  at  low  rates  of  interest  In 
comparison  to  what  wo  are  jmyin^  to  investors.  We  will  eontlimo  to  malte  ad- 
vaiKos  to  local  boilies  also,  tlie  limit  in  that  branch  beiuK  f-'MHtl)  (.*F24.3:t2)  for  a 
HinKlc  advance.  Thl^  certainly  should  haA'o  a  steatlyliig  eft'ect  on  the  money 
market. 

The  loan  was  extensively  taken  by  the  small  investor,  which  speaks 
well  for  the  credit  of  the  country  and  the  patriotism  of  the  people, 
when  loans  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are  made  at  5  per  cent  or 
higher. 

It  is  proposed  to  use  the  proceeds  of  the  loan  solely  for  intei*nal 

improvements,  public  and  private,  as  indicated  above  by  the  min- 
ister of  finance.  The  advances  made  by  the  Government  are  often 
of  srreat  benefit  to  pl■i^■!^te  undertakings  and  aid  materially  in  devel- 
oping industrial  and  agricultural  developments,  tliat  must  languish 
without  it. 


Inteichange  of  American-Chilean  Commodities. 

In  the  September  quarter  2,000  barj-els  of  Portland  cement  were 
imported  from  tlie  United  States  and  lare:e  quantities  of  Anierican 
rice  were  contracted  for  by  Valparaiso  firms  as  a  direct  result  of 
the  trade-extension  efforts  of  Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena.  During 
the  same  period  600  barrels  of  Chilean  honey  were  sold  to  American 

{)urchasers  through  the  medium  of  a  Trade  Ojiportunity  submitted 
>y  Mr.  Keena  and  published  in  Commerce  Rei-oiits.  Googic 
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QUICKSHVEK  FBOSirCTION  HOBE  THAN  DOUBLED  IS  VALUE. 

The  domestic  output  of  quicksilver  in  1915,  based  on  preliminary 
figures  collected  from  the  individual  producers  by  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey,  was  20,681  flasks  of  75  pounds  eacli,  valued  at 
the  average  domestic  price  for  the  year  at  San  Francisco  (estimated  at 
$85.50  a  flask)  at  $1,768,225.  Compared  with  the  survey's  final  sta- 
tistics for  1914,  which  gave  a  production  of  16,548  flasks,  valued  at 
$811,680  (the  smallest  since  1860),  the  output  of  1915  shows  an  in- 
crease of  4,133  flasks  in  quantity  and  of  $956,545  in  value.  The  value 
therefore  more  than  doubled,  owing  to  the  greatly  increased  pric^ 
demanded,  but  the  quantity  increased  only  about  25  per  cent.  The 
production  was  the  largest  in  value  since  1881  and  the  greatest  in 
quantity  since  1912.  On  comparing  the  production  of  ISSl  with  that 
of  1915  in  value,  it  is  interestmg  to  note  that  it  required  60,851  flasks 
at  the  average  price  of  $29.83  per  flask  for  that  year  to  exceed  in 
value  the  much  smaller  output  at  the  greatly  enhanced  average  price 
for  1915. 

The  estimated  output  for  California  in  1915  was  13,916  flasks, 

valued  at  $1,189,818,  against  11,303  flasks,  valued  at  $554,414  in  1914. 
The  chief  producers  in  California  in  1915  were  the  New  Idria  mines, 
of  San  Benito  County;  the  New  Guadalupe  and  New  Almaden,  of 
Santa  Clara  County;  the  Oceanic,  of  San  Luis  Obispo  County;  the 
St.  John,  of  Solano  County;  and  the  Oat  Hill,  of  Napa  County. 
Among  other  producers  were  the  Mercy,  of  Fresno  County;  Great 
Western,  Wall  Street,  and  Helen,  of  Lake;  Parkfield,  of  Monterey; 
ihe  Knoxville  and  the  Aetna  mines,  of  Napa ;  the  Wonder  and  Her- 
nandez, of  San  Benito;  the  Cambria  and  Karl,  of  San  Luis  Obispo; 
the  Los  Prietos,  of  Santa  Barbara;  the  Phoenix,  of  Santa  Clara;  the 
Great  Eastern  and  Cloverdale,  of  Sonoma;  and  the  Reed,  of  Yolo. 

No  production  of  quicksilver  was  reported  to  the  survey  from 
Arizona,  Oregon,  Utah,  or  Washington  in  1915,  although  some  devel- 
opment work  was  reported  from  Arizona  and  Oregon.  In  Nevada, 
active  prospecting  and  development  continued  in  1915,  and  the  total 
output  increased.  The  combined  output  of  qmcksilver  in  Nevada 
and  Texas  was  6,765  flasks,  valued  at  $578,407,  in  1915,  against  5,233 
flasks,  valued  at  $256,678,  in  1914. 

The  European  war  directly  affected  the  domestic  quicksilver  in- 
dustry— first,  by  greatly  increasing  the  demand  for  the  metal  in 
the  manufacture  of  fulminate  for  explosives,  and  second,  by  reduc- 
ing the  imports  of  foreign  supplies  into  the  United  States.  The 
net  result  has  been  steadily  increasing  prices  and  encouragement  to 
producers  to  operate  at  maximum  capacity.  For  the  first  time  in 
many  years  the  demand  has  called  for  more  than  the  output.  The 
])roductive  capacity  of  the  domestic  quiclcsilver  mines  is  small  but 
has  averaged,  in  recent  years,  more  than  the  demand,  which  has 
fallen  off  since  cyanidation  has  so  largely  replaced  amalgamation 
in  the  recovery  of  gold  and  silver  from  their  ores. 

The  average  San  Francisco  domestic  market  price  is  estimated 
at  $85.50  for  1915,  against  $19.05  for  1914.  With  tlie  exception  of 
the  year  1874,  when  the  average  price  was  $105.18  per  flask  of  76J 
pounds,  the  average  price  of  1915  was  the  highest  since  the  beginning 
of  the  industry  in  1850,  when  the  average  for  the  year  was  given 
as  $99.46. 
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The  records  of  tlio  Burenii  of  Foi('iji;ii  find  Doinestio  Coimuerce 
show  that  the  exports  of  *]uic'iibilver  from  the  United  Htnt«s  for  the 
calendar  year  1915  were  about  3,300  flasks,  valued  at  an  average  of 
about  $G7.73  per  flask,  against  exports  of  IMii  Ihisks  in  lUl-l.  The 
imports  entered  fur  eunsulnption  ui*e  estiuuited  for  l!>ir>  at  5,:^0U 
flasks,  valued  at  about  $52.70  per  flask,  against  b,108  flasks  in  1^14. 


BKABFOBI)  EXPOKTS  TO  UXTITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Auftiintus  E.  Intiram,  Bradford,  KoKlnnd,  I>cc.  0.1 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Bradford  consular  disti-ict  to  the 
United  States  during  November  were  larger  than  dnrinf;  any  month 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  They  amounted  to  $2,8HS,{)10,  as  com- 
pared with  $1,138,475  in  November,  1914.  T!ie  increase  was  due 
largely  to  the  exi)oi*t  of  raw  material,  the  value  of  wool  exportetl 
being  $1,772,500  and  wool  noils  and  waste,  $50,7H5.  These  itents 
were  hufrer  tluin  in  the  preceding  month,  when  the  embargo  was 
raised,  while  iu  Noveujber,  3914,  no  raw  wool  was  shipped,  owing 
to  the  strictness  of  tlie  enilmrgo.  Exports  of  wool  toj>s,  which  were 
shi))ped  in  smiiU  quantities  in  October  for  the  first  time  since  last 
June,  amounted  to  $30,009. 

The  sliipments  of  worsted  and  mohair  yarns  appear,  however,  to 
l>e  steadily  decreasing,  the  totals  for  November  being  practically 
negligible,  wliilc  prior  to  the  war  they  were  over  $100,000  each  month. 
Exports  of  wool  and  nu>hair  cloths  amounted  in  Novembei'  to  $4."i0,!)40, 
a  decrease  of  $-^18.S32,  as  compared  with  the  same  month  in  1914, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  cotton  cloths  (being  mostly  dyed  cloths  such 
as  lining^^)  amounted  to  $370,090,  an  increase  of  $-249,54:!  over  the 
same  period  in  1914.  Large  American  orders  for  sj)un  t^ilk  yam 
have  been  phucd  in  tliis  district,  and  the  shipments  in  Novenilier 
amounted  to  $77,294.  The  embargo  on  Tussah  silk  noils  is  still  in 
effect  and  no  shipments  have  been  made,  tliougli  stocks  here  appear 
to  be  in  excess  of  local  demand. 

The  total  value  of  the  declared  exports  from  Bradford  to  the 
United  States  for  the  first  1 1  months  of  1915  amounted  to  $17,570,218, 
a  big  decrease  as  compared  with  $29,089,903  for  the  same  period  of 
the  previous  year.  The  feature  so  far  in  1915  has  been  that  during 
the  last  two  quarters  of  the  year  the  exports  have  been  steadily  in- 
creaf-ing.  while  last  year,  owing  to  the  embargo,  there  was  a  givat 
falling  off  in  the  last  three  months. 


TO  STUDT  USE  OF  LDIE  HT9BATE  IK  CONGBETE. 

The  use  of  lime  hydrate  in  Portland-cement  concrete  has  been  advo- 
cated so  vigorously  that  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  re- 
cently advocated  the  calling  of  a  conference  at  which  a  number  of 
engineers  and  chemists  vitally  interested  in  Portland  cement  and 
lime  hydrate  would  present  their  views,  including  those  engineers  and 
chemists  who  are  more  or  less  neutral  on  this  subject.  Such  a  meeting 
has  been  held  at  Pittsburgh,  and  about  20  from  (Uitside  of  the  city 
attended.  The  use  of  thi.';  material  in  concrete  was  discussed,  and  an 
investigation  was  outlined  to  include  all  phases  of  the  question. 
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HONOXONCt  FLOTTB  FBOSFECTS  UKCEBTAIK. 

[Consul  General  George  B.  Anderson,  Oongkonf,  China,  Not.  8.] 

The  flour  situation  in  China  has  been  in  a  very  uncertain  state 
during  the  closing  months  of  1915,  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming 
season  are  fully  as  uncertain.  The  imports  of  American  flour  into 
Hongkong  during  the  first  nine  montl^  of  1915  have  amounted  to 

only  a  fraction  of  the  number  of  bags  imported  in  the  corresponding 

f)eriod  of  1914,  but  aside  from  the  decreased  imports,  which  have 
)een  due  in  the  first  place  to  the  high  price  of  flour  in  the  United 
States  and  the  high  freight  rates  obtaining  on  the  Pacific,  the  de- 
crease has  been  due  very  lai'gel^  to  the  operations  of  the  Yangtse 
Valley  and  northern  Chinese  mills,  which  have  been  shipping  flour 
into  Canton,  Swatow,  Amoy,  Foochow,  and  the  Hongkong  import 
field  generally,  and  have  also  been  exporting  considerable  quantities 
into  the  Straits  Settlements,  the  Malay  States,  Java,  and  various 
other  portions  of  the  I^nst  Indies. 

This  actual  competition  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  product  with 
American  and  other  imported  flour,  which  has  been  anticipated  and 
more  or  less  discounted,  is  complicated,  however,  by  various  local  con- 
siderations which  have  made  it  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  deal  with 
the  situation  successfully  from  an  American  standpoint. 
Besnlts  of  Iiree^larity  la  Supply  of  Chinese  Flour. 

The  supply  of  Chinese  flour  is  irregular  at  all  times,  particularly 
because  of  irregular  supplies  of  Chinese  wheat.  The  result  is  that 
whereas  Chinese  sellers  may  be  in  the  market  one  day  with  a  con- 
siderable supply  of  flour,  they  may  be  out  of  the  market  entirely  the 
next  day.  Chinese  buyers,  accordingly  are  disposed  to  buy  only  for 
immediate  needs,  and  American  sellers  find  it  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible, to  anticipate  in  any  degree  of  accuracy  what  the  requirements  of 
the  Chinese  in  the  near  future  are  likely  to  be.  Inasmucli  as  it  is  im- 
possible to  shi]>  flour  across  the  Pacific  at  present,  except  on  advance 
engagements  of  tonnage  in  trans-Pacific  steamers,  which  nuist  be  paid 
for,  the  situation  becomes  almost  an  impossible  one.  Butincss  is  done 
more  or  less  (m  a  hand-to-mouth  basis,  and  is  irregular  and  unsatis- 
factory at  best. 

Special  Tax  Upon  Certain  Exports  of  Flonr. 

In  actual  Chinese  competition  with  Chinese  flour,  also,  serious 
irregularities  are  met  with.  By  Chinese  law  the  export  of  flour  from 
China  to  any  foreign  country  is  prohibited,  but  in  practice  the  ex- 
port from  certain  ports  and  under  certain  conditions  is  allowed  upon 
the  payment  of  a  sj)ecial  tax.  This  tax  on  the  export  of  flour  from 
Shangiiai  at  the  piesent  time,  for  example,  is  GO  cents  a  bag  upon  a 
fixed  and  agreed  amount  of  flour,  and  flour  shipped  from  Shanghai 
to  Hongkong  or  Singapore,  for  expmple,  pays  that  tax.  However, 
flour  can  be  sliipped  from  Shanghai  to  Amoy  or  Swatow  or  other 
Chinese  port  without  the  payment  of  this  special  tax,  and  it  can 
there  be  transshippe<l  and  sent  on  to  Hongkong  or  Singapore  at  a 
tax  of  about  In  cents  a  sack.  The  general  understanding  is  that 
when  the  amount  of  flour  upon  which  a  tax  of  60  cents  per  sack  had 
been  established  is  sliippod  from  Shanghai,  the  tax  will  be  lowered, 
but  there  seems  to  be  disagreement  among  the  authorities  as  to  the 
point  to  whicli  it  will  be  Towered,  since  both  25  cents  per  bag  and 
32^  cents  per  bag  are  given  as  the  amount  of  the  new  tax. 
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stocks  In  Eongkong  at  Present  Vnnsnally  Small. 

All  these  considerations  affect  directly  the  sale  of  American  flour 
in  this  field,  especially  the  sale  of  American  flour  in  soutliern  and 
East  Indian  ports  from  Hongkong  stocks.  Stocks  in  Hongkong  at 
the  present  time  are  unusually  small,  amounting  to  no  more  than 
220,000  bags.  Considerable  shipments  are  enroute  from  the  United 
States,  but  much  of  the  flour  now  coming  has  been  brought  over  as 
tigainst  possible  freight  difiiculties. 

It  is  already  apparent  that  Australian  competition  with  American 
flour  will  be  unusually  keen  in  the  East  Indies,  and  perhaps  even  in 
the  Chinese  portion  of  Hongkong's  field,  during  the  next  few  months. 
Crops  in  Australia  are  reported  very  large.  American  flour,  through 
Hongkong  jobbers,  has  been  going  freely  to  the  East  Indies  during 
the  past  year. 

[Previous  articles  on  the  flour  situation  In  China  were  published  In  CoMkiERCE 
ItKPOBts  for  Kept.  28  and  Dec.  8, 1915.] 


TEAFPIC  IN  WATEE-SOAKED  OYSTEES. 

Inspectors  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  giving  special 
attention  to  the  heavy  traffic  in  oystei*s  during  the  holiday  season, 
have  found  that  it  is  the  practice  of  some  dealers  to  add  fresh  water 
to  shucked  oysters  in  such  a  way  as  to  greatly  increase  the  size  of 
the  oysters.  The  oyster  when  brought  in  contact  with  fresh  water 
for  several  hours  will  "drink"  or  absorb  a  considerable  quantity 
of  the  water,  and  will  increase  in  size  in  exact  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  water  wliich  it  drinks."  As  oysters  are  usually  sold  by 
the  pint  or  qiuirt,  any  increase  in  their  size,  due  to  the  addition  of 
water,  enables  the  dealer  to  fill  the  pint  or  quart  measure  with  a 
smaller  number  of  oystei's. 

In  order  to  increase  the  size,  oysters  must  be  soaked  in  fresh  wiiter 
or  water  that  is  only  slightly  salty.  They  will  not  "drink"  cuoiigli 
of  the  i^ivlt  water  in  which  they  are  grown  to  incieii.sc  materially  iu 
bulk.  Nor  will  oysters  increase  in  bulk  to  any  extent  from  being 
washed  in  fresh  water  if  they  are  allowed  to  remain  for  only  the 
few  minutes  necessai*y  to  cleanse  them. 

The  practice  of  increasing  the  bulk  by  the  addition  of  water  is  not 
c-onfined  to  shucked  oystei-s.  Some  dealers  float  the  oystei-s  for  sev- 
eral houi-s  while  yet  iii  the  shell,  in  fresh  water  or  water  that  is  much 
less  salty  than  the  water  in  whidi  the  oysters  were  grown. 

The  addition  of  water  to  (ly.stcrs  lowers  their  food  value,  and  such 
oyj-ters  are  adulteratod  under  section  7  of  the  food  and  drugs  act, 
which  provitk's  that  food  is  adulterated  if  a  "sul)stance  has  been 
mixed  and  i>acked  with  it  so  as  to  reduce  or  lower  or  injuriously 
aflfect  its  quality  or  strength,"  and  also  if  "  a  substance  has  been  substi- 
tuted in  w'hble  or  in  part  for  the  article."  The  shipment  of  such 
oystei's  in  inter.state  conunerce  or  their  sale  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia or  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  constitutes  in  the  dopurt- 
inent's  opinion  a  violation  of  the  food  and  drugs  act.  The  Oy^^ter 
Growers  and  Dealers'  Assrrinticn  of  North  America  is  cooperating 
with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  stopping  interstate  trnftic 
in  oystci-s  adulterated  in  this  manner.  State  officials  are  also  coop- 
erating. 
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CHIHESE  GUILDS  FOFULAA  IN  SWATOW'S  lEABE. 

ICouul  aeoa^e  C.  Hanwm,  Sntow,  China.  Nor.  8.] 

Chinese  guilds  are  established  to  decide  any  questions  which  affect 
generally  the  merchants  belonging  to  them,  to  settle  trade  disputes 
and  questions  of  collection  of  debts  among  their  members,  or  dis- 
putes between  members  and  outsiders.  Each  guild  has  its  own  par- 
ticular days  of  meeting,  or,  rather,  "  dinners,"  in  which  all  members 
join.  The  guild  also  levies  a  kind  of  contribution  for  its  support  and 
for  a  reserve  ftmd.  There  is  an  admission  fee  as  well  as  a  re^lar 
levy.  Any  0rm  may  be  admitted  into  a  guild,  provided  it  is  willing 
to  pay  the  ^es  and  obev  the  ^ild  rules. 

Until  the  revolution  large  importing  firms  did  not  join  the  guilds, 
as  the  advantage  they  could  get  was  small  and  the  fees  were  heavy. 
(The  fees  are  based  on  the  amount  of  business  transacted  and  amount 
to  about  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent  of  the  bu^ess  done.)  During  the 
revolution  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  stationed  at  Swatow 
appealed  to  the  chamber  of  commerce  for  support  for  his  soldiers,  and 
these  importers  were  then  compelled  to  join  and  pay  dues. 
Some  Chinese  Qnllds  Have  Bpeolal  FonotionB. 

There  are  certain  guilds  which  have  special  functions.  For  in- 
stance, the  banking  guild  fixes  the  rate  oi  exchange  and  rate  of  in- 
terest daily ;  the  sugar  merchants'  guild  takes  charge  of  and  loans  the 
guild's  official  steelyards  for  weighing^  sugar,  etc 

In  everyday  business  dealings  were  is  no  difference  between  a  mem- 
ber and  a  nonmember  merchant  The  members  of  the  ^ild  compete 
among  themselves  as  well  as  against  outsiders;  that  is  to  say,  tJie 
guilds  lay  no  restrictions  on  the  routine  transaction  of  business. 

Some  of  the  principal  lines  of  business  having  guilds  in  Swatow, 
with  the  customary  lengths  of  credit  granted  by  t!ie  firms  engaged  in 
these  lines,  ai'e : 


Bnslnes). 


Bewicake  mad  bean  merchoDta. 
Cer«al  merchanU  


Flece-gooda  merchanta. 


Honfik one  Import  snd  export  merchants.... 
Cotton  and  yam  merchants  


DniR  merchants. . 
Sugar  merchants. 


North  China  sundries  mercbaots . . 

Hat«h  merohimls  

Fnift  racrchanls  

Sundrlct  merchants  

Wine  merchants  

Oil,  l>oan.  ami  peanut  merchants.. 

Dry-pro  vision  merchants  

Sooth  Sea  mercliants  

Sitlt-fish  merchants  

Uolbow  merchants.  


TmmofcndiL 


1  month. 

 do... 


Ooe-thlrd  per  month  nnta 
settlement. 

flO  days  

1  month  


Settled  each  year,  

eo  per  cent  caah,  lulanoe  15 
aays. 

Various  

I  month  

rash  , 

Festival  or  Mid  ot  year  

I  month  , 

Cash  

25  per  cent  per  month  


Places  to  or  from  which  goodi 
are  shipped. 


From  North  China. 

From  North  China  and  Sooth 

Se&s. 
From  Hoogkong. 

na 

From  North  China  and  Hone- 

kong. 
Do. 

To  Nwlh  China. 

Frm  North  China. 

From  Japan. 

To  South  Seas. 

Variou.^  r'accs. 

From  North  China. 

To  Uongkcmg  and  locally. 

To  SInganore,  Siam,  etc 
From  vanons  places. 
From  Holhow. 


[Consul  Lawrence  P.  Brliiffs,  Saigon,  French  Indo-Cbtna,  Oct.  22.] 
Contracts  to  bs  Let  for  Irrigation  and  ITavisratlon  Project  In  TonUn. 

As  a  preliminary  to  the  letting  of  contracts  for  the  mixed  irrigation 
and  navigation  project  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bouge  and  both  banks 
of  the  Claire  Kiver,  in  the  Province  of  Vinh-yen,  just  north  of  Vietri, 
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the  Government  has,  on  its  own  account,  been  making  experiments  in 
constructing  embankments,  floodgates,  and  irrigation  and  drainage 
ditches. 

In  I)cceml«?-r,  1914,  excavation  was  begun  on  a  retaining  wall,  and 
a  fioodgate  meters  (!)8.4  feet)  wide,  on  the  left  biink  of  a  small 
stream  at  Lien-Son,  about  25  miles  above  Vietri.  The  excavation 
presented  no  difficulties,  and  it  was  found  that  the  soil  was  firm 
enough  to  support  retaining  walls  of  masonry.  These  walls  had 
reached  a  height  of  about  2  meters  (6.56  feet),  when  the  work  was 
interrupted  bv  tlie  impi-ecedented  floods  of  July  and  August.  They 
will  be  i-ehuil't  immediately.  On  the  left  bank  attention  was  given 
to  constructing  a  floodgate,  and  draining  about  25  square  meters  of 
land  which  seemed  to  present  the  gi'eatest  difficulties.  The  attempt 
was  successful,  and  has  demonstrated  the  possibility  of  constructing 
concrete  floodgates. 

No  contracts  have  yet  been  made  for  the  construction  of  dikes  and 
canals  in  connection  with  the  project;  but  the  specifications  are  now 
in  preparation  for  the  fii'St  set  of  contracts,  and  sen  led  bids  will  soon 
be  called  for.  These  contracts  will  call  for  the  construction  of  13 
miles  of  principal  and  18  miles  of  secondary  canals.  Subsequent 
contracts  will  be  granted  for  30  miles  of  principal  and  12  miles  of 
serondiiry  canals. 

This  jiroject,  involving  an  expense  of  neai'ly  $300,000  (U.  S.  cur- 
rency), was  ai>proved  by  the  Government  Decenil)er  26,  1913.  The 
con.struction  work  will  be  mainly  of  reinforced  concrete,  and  as 
cement  is  one  of  the  princii>al  exports  of  Tonkin  there  will  be  little 
opportunity  for  foreign  exportei-s  of  this  product.  The  machinery 
most  in  demand  for  this  work  will  he  concrete  mixers  and  excavating 
machinery.  Further  information  may  l>e  obtained  from  I'lngenieur 
en  CiR'f.  Bureau  dcsTravaux  Publics,  Hanoi.  Correspondence  should 
be  in  Kioiuh. 

IMPORTANT  BOAD  IMPROVEMENT  IN  CUBA. 

H'otisiil  V.  SlonlU  Cirlffllb,  Siinti;i!,'o  dc  Cnbn.  Dec.  0.1 

Considerable  interc:-t  is  manifested  here  by  many  prominent  citi- 
zens in  the  construction  of  a  public  road  iH'tween  Santiago  de  ("uba 
and  (Juantanauio.  The  distance  i-ej) resented  by  the  pi'oposed  route  is 
about  60  miles  and  tiic  work  as  far  as  Momn  has  already  been  com- 
pleted, that  ])ortion  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  Cristo  being  in  excel- 
lent condition.   It  was  built  diirinp  the  American  intervention. 

Work  is  now  going  on  in  the  vicinity  of  Moron,  itud  in  order,  if 
]M>ssibIc,  to  j-eciu'e  an  additional  appropriation  from  the  Federal 
Government  through  the  present  Congi'ess,  a  mass  meeting  was  held 
at  La  Maya  on  November  30.  It  was  attendetl  by  more  than  l.OOt) 
jjersons,  si)ecinl  delegates  being  sent  by  all  the  municipalities  along 
the  proposed  route. 

The  remainder  of  the  distance  from  Moron  to  (Juautauaino  is 
through  a  mctuntainous  section  of  the  country,  and  it  is  stjitcd  that 
the  cost  of  construction  will  amount  to  about  $15,(M)()  t)er  mile. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  enterprise  may  l>e  successfully  cai*ried  out, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  prove  of  inestimable  value  t4»  the  eommercial 
and  industrial  intei*ests  of  this  sct^tion  of  the  iiihtnd.  The  pmsident 
of  the  executive  conunittee  elected  at  the  mass  meeting  is  Mr.  Luis 
Hechavarria,  whose  addi^ss  is  Santiago  de  Cuba.  i 
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8FA17ISH  HABKET  FOR  COAL 

[Consnl  Perclral  Oassatt,  Malaga,  Oct  30.] 

Hie  amount  of  coal  consumed  in  Malaga,  about  150,000  tons  a 
yeAT,  has  not  been  reduced  on  account  of  the  var,  with  the  excep- 
tion perhaps  of  bunker  coal;  but  what  has  been  affected  by  it  has 
been  the  kind  of  coal  consumed;  that  is,  the  importation  of  *£nglish 

and  Welsh  coal. 

According  to  the  customhouse  statistics,  in  the  calendar  year  of 
1912  (figures  for  1913  are  not  available),  there  were  imported  into 
Malaga  101,479  metric  tons  (1  metric  ton=2504.6  pounds)  of  coal 
and  during  1914,  63,788  tons.  This  was  all  English  and  Welsh  coal, 
for  no  other  kind  has  ever  been  imported,  as  far  as  is  known.  When 
coal  is  clieap — about  23  shilling^  ($5.60)  for  Newci^le,  and  28 
shillings  ($6.81)  for  Cardiff,  c.  i.  f.  Malaga — a  good  deal  is  sent 
from  here  to  interior  points  of  this  Province.  But  now  that  prices 
are  high — about  45  shillings  ($10.95)  for  Newcastle,  and  50  shil- 
lings ($12.17)  for  Cardiff,  c.  i.  f.  Malaga — Spanish  coal  from  the 
mines  at  Penarroya,  near  Cordova,  about  125  miles  from  here,  is 
brought  to  Malaga  and  used  instead  whenever  possible.  This  native 
coal  is  of  fair  quality  and  somewhat  resembles  the  English  New- 
castle; the  best  grades  of  it,  Cabezas  de  Vaca  and  Graso,  are  esti- 
mated to  be  only  about  one-third  less  in  steam-producing  value 
than  Newcastle  or  Cardiff.  This  Spanish  coal  co^  39  pesetas  a 
ton  ($7.22)  at  the  mines  and  can  be  laid  down  in  Malaga  for  50 
I>esetas.  At  the  present  rate  of  exchange  of  5.40  pesetas  to  the  $1, 
this  is  equivalent  to  about  $9.25  a  ton. 

Terms  Offered  tiy  American  Finn  Befnsed. 

Welsh  coal  at  the  end  of  July,  1914,  was  quoted  at  19  shillings 
$4.62)  f.  o.  b.  Cardiff;  fi-eight  to  Malaga  was  then  about  8  shillings 
$1.95),  making  a  total  cost  of  $6.57.  As  stated  previously,  the  price 
of  Cardiff,  c.  i.  f.  Malaga,  is  now  about  50  shilhngs  ($12.17).  The 
quotation  for  a  cargo  of  1,750  tons  of  American  coal  (the  place  of 
origin  of  the  coal  was  undecipherable  in  the  telegram)  made  recently 
to  a  leading  wholesale  dealer  here  to  be  sent  by  sailing  vessel  was 
50  pesetas  ($9.25),  c.  i.  f.  Malaga.  The  offer  was  not  accepted,  the 
remark  of  the  dealer  to  the  writer  being  as  follows: 

As  far  ns  tlie  ptirchnse  of  Americnn  coal  Is  concerned  while  the  war  Is  on — 
for  competition  !s  not  possible  with  English  coal  when  ft  is  clienp — the  merchants 
here  can  have  thoir  choice  of  Enfrlish  and  Welsh  coal  at  certain  high  prices,  or. 
If  they  prefer,  Spanish  coal  at  a  low  price;  all  of  which  they  have  trieil  and 
kno^v  about.  TJiey  don't  want  to  pay  cash  for  aa  American  coal  they  don't 
know  anything  about  and  have  never  tried.  Suppose  they  did  onler  a  carfso 
and  It  difln't  turn  out  as  was  expected.  It  would  mean  a  loss  to  the  importer. 
We  prefer  not  to  take  the  chance.  If  Americans  can  supply  as  pood  coal  as 
Cardiff  and  Newcastle  for  less  money  and  can  demonstrate  its  quality  to  as 
ns  well,  they  can  do  a  good  business  here.  The  coal  trade  of  Si>alD  Is  worth 
having. 

0sers  of  Coal  in  Kalaga. 

Mala|ja  has  few  manufactories,  and  the  majority  of  these  use 
electricity  as  motive  power,  which  is  supplied  very  cheap  from  the 
falls  of  El  Chorro.  The  use  of  coal  by  the  people  generally  is  smi^U, 
as  on  account  of  the  mild  climate  no  heat  is  used  m  the  houses  and 
cooking  is  done  mostly  by  gas,  coke,  and  charcoal.   The  consumption 
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of  coal  in  Malaga  is  connned  almost  entirely  to  the  Correos  de  Africa 
steamers,  the  gaa  company,  the  railroads,  three  sugar  refineries,  and 
a  couple  of  fisning  companies. 

One  railroad,  of  which  the  main  office  is  at  Paris  but  which  is 
managed  by  a  board  of  directors  in  Malaga,  has  a  contract  with  the 
Penarroya  coal  mines.  It  formerly  owned  these  coal  mines  and  on 
selling  them  to  a  French  syndicate  in  1900  made  a  contract  by  which 
the  mine  owners  have  to  supply  them  with  a  large  quantity  of  coal 
itnnually,  about  all  they  need,  at  a  price  said  to  be  37  pesetas  ($6.85) 
a  ton.  In  return,  the  railroad  company  agreed  to  cari^  all  coal  from 
the  mines  to  Malaga,  for  individual  neec^,  at  the  rate,  it  is  said,  of 
13  pesetas  ($*2.41)  a  ton.  The  freight  on  the  same  quantity  from 
Malaga  to  (he  mines,  or  any  similar  distance,  would  be  about  '20 
pesetiis  ($3.70). 

The  amount  of  coiil  consumed  annually  bv.  the  railroad  is  about 
100,000  tons;  before  tlie  war  the  company  iisec!  to  buy  15,000  to  20,000 
tons  of  Carditf  each  year  for  special  service,  such  as  express  trains, 
and  store  it,  part  in  Cadiz  and  part  in  Malaga.  It  is  now  using 
SpanLsli  coal  only.  The  director  of  the  road  stated  that  he  was  in 
receipt  of  numerous  letters  from  American  exporters  of  coal  and  that 
the  hitter  could  do  nothing  more  at  present  than  keep  hiui  posted 
at  regular  intervals  by  <iuotations,  c.  \.  f.  Malaga  preferred.  All 
plans  foi-  purchases  of  coal  for  this  railroad  are  first  agreed  upon  by 
the  board  of  directors  in  Malaga  and  then  siibmitted  to  the  head  office 
in  Paris  for  ratification. 

Railroad  Needs — Gas  Company — Coal  for  Steamers. 

A  lielgian  lailroad  company  of  Malaga  before  the  war  imported 
the  suiall  (H'antity  of  coal  it  uses  on  its  two  lines,  about  l.KOO  tons  a 
year,  from  Helginm  and  (iorniany  and  paid  44  i)e,sctas  ($s.l4)  a  Ion 
for  it  placed  in  Malaga.  Last  year  Cardiff  was  substituted.  an<l  on 
the  same  conditions  the  price  paid  was  58  pesetas  a  ton  ($10.73), 
Next  year  tlic  fii*st  section  of  the  Malaga-Algeciras-Cadiz  railroad 
will  Ijc  finit>lio(l.  and  the  <(iiantity  of  coal  needed  will  be  increased  to 
probably  2,r»00  tons  a  yeai'. 

Tlie  gas  company  in  1014,  before  the  war,  purchased  10.000  tons 
of  Ncweaf-tlo  at  ii.">.7ii  jjcsetas  ($4.70)  c.  i.  f.  Malaga  and  now  pays 
50  shillings  (?12.17)  a  ton  for  it.  The  manager  said  that  they  have 
not  tried  American  <'oal  so  far  because  of  the  uncertainty  regarding 
its  quality  and  especially  the  date'  when  it  can  be  delivered  in 
Malaga.  Gas  coal,  as  is  well  known,  can  not  be  stored  nuich  over 
six  numths  without  danger  of  spontaneous  combustion,  so  tliat  the 
stock  on  hand  of  the  company  mu&t  be  renewoil  every  six  months. 
Uncertainty  as  to  the  time  of  ari-ival  of  an  onU'r  would  cause  the 
company  .serious  inconvenience  and  embarrassment. 

l*in-eh»ses  of  coal  for  tlie  gas  company  are  made  from  Europe  by 
an  agent  in  Lyon,  France,  who  annually  contracts  for  about  20t).000 
Urns.  Of  this  amount  10,000  tons  are  delivered  in  Malaga  and  the 
remainder  is  di.stiilnitod  anioiig  a  chain  of  coumanies  in  which  the 
agent  is  interested  at  Venice,  Florence,  and  Rome.  It  would  l)e 
worth  while  for  American  exporters  to  make  an  effort  to  see  him 
personally  or  at  least  communicate  witli  him. 

The  steamship  line  known  as  the  Correos  de  Africa,  which  has  a 
daily  service  between  Malaga  and  Melilla,  the  Spanish  colony  in 
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Africa,  is  a  Valencia  company.  It  maintains  an  a^nt  in  Liverpool 
whose  business  it  is,  among  other  duties,  to  buy  coal.  In  1914,  60^XXt 
tons  of  Enslish  coal  were  purchased  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
steamers,  20,000  tons  of  which  were  sent  to  Malaga  and  1,250  tons 
to  ALmeria,  the  rest  being  divided  among  the  ports  of  Cadiz,  Valen- 
cia, and  Barcelona.  Contracts  are  made  by  the  board  of  directors  in 
Valencia. 

Bunker  coal  for  tramp  steamers  is  purchased  from  one  of  the 
wholesale  dealers  in  Malaga. 
Snffsr  Beftneiiei — Fishing  Companies — Iton  Tonndry. 

The  largest  of  the  three  sugar  refineries  in  Malaga  buys  about 
10,000  tons  of  English  coal  a  year  and  will  have  to  continue  using  as 
good  a  kind.  Each  of  the  other  two  refineries  in  1914  imported 
about  3,000  tons  of  English  coal,  but  this  year  the  factories  are  closed 
and  they  use  only  enough  for  their  agricultural  machinery — about 
1,000  tons  a  year  each. 

There  are  also  one  or  two  fishing  companies  in  Malaga  that  main- 
tain a  fleet  of  about  25  steam  trawlers.  Before  the  war  their  mana- 
gers imported  English  and  German  coal,  but  they  are  now  using 
Spanish  coal  entirely;  their  imports  were  not  large. 

An  iron  foundry  which  failed  some  years  ago  has  resumed  opera- 
tions this  month  by  means  of  capital  provided  by  a  Belgian  living  in 
Nice,  who  is  the  largest  shareholder  in  the  new.  company. 

Useharfflns  Facilities — ^Freight  Kates. 

The  port  works  of  enlarging  and  improving  the  harbor,  com- 
menced in  1888,  were  finished  a  j-ear  or  two  ago.  Three  new  piers, 
along  which  ships  of  the  largest  draft  can  lie,  are  available  for 
loading  and  unloading  cargoes;  large  cranes  also  have  been  sent  up, 
and  railroad  tracks  connecting  the  harbor  with  the  station  of  the 
two  railroads  have  been  laid  down  the  whole  length  of  two  of  the 
piers.    The  facilities  for  discharging  coal  in  Malaga  are  adequate. 

The  price  of  English  and  Welsh  coal  is  possibly  no  higher  in  Great 
Britain  than  it  was  before  the  war;  the  whole  of  the  advance  in  the 
price  of  this  commodity  in  Spain  is  due  to  the  great  increase  in  the 
cost  of  freight  on  coal  from  Great  Britain  to  Malaga ;  before  the  war 
it  was  about  $2.07  a  ton  and  it  is  now  $6.07  to  $7.30,  while  $7.79  was 
paid  recently  by  the  sugar  refinery. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  there  will  be  the  same  increase  in 
freight  on  coal  from  the  United  States  to  Malaga.  But  if  American 
exporters  of  coal  can  quote  c.  i.  f.  to  Spanish  ports  cheaper  than 
British  coal  exportex*s  can,  the  former  will  be  able  to  do  a  fair  busi- 
ness. Freights  should  always  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Malaga  in  preference 
to  f.  o.  b.  American  ports.  British  coal  dealers  who  haA^e  studied  the 
question  of  exporting  to  Spain  try  to  save  importers  as  much  trou- 
ble as  possible.  The  writer  has  a  circular  letter  from  one  of  them  in 
which,  in  addition  to  the  prices  quoted  on  the  coal,  the  freight  rates 
from  Cardiff  and  London  to  all  the  principal  ports  in  Spain  are 
given. 

Sag^estlons  for  American  Exporters. 

As  American  coal  has  not  l>een  tried  in  Malaga,  it  would  be  well  for 
exporters  who  write  to  Malaga  making  quotations  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  names  of  the  various  coal  districts  in  the  United  States  men- 
tioned by  them  in  their  letters,  to  indicate  the  kinds  of  cod^cm  wfaic^ 
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they  are  quoting,  such  as:  Pocahontas,  New  River,  Kaiiawha,  etc.,  do 
not  convey  any  idea  to  the  minds  of  Malaga  coal  importers  of  the 
quality  of  the  coal  offered  for  sale.  They  probably  have  never  heard 
the  names  before.  In  fact,  it  is  doubtful  whether  tlie  names  of  the 
coal-producing  States  in  the  United  States  ai'e  much  better  known. 
It  is  suggested,  therefore,  that  when  letters  oi*e  sent  to  Spaiiisli  iin-' 
porters  quoting  prices  for  American  coal,  an  analysis  should  be  given 
of  each  kind  offered,  so  that  they  may  get  an  idea  of  the  quality.  It 
would  be  better  still  if  a  cargo  could  be  consigned  to  a  dealer  to  be 
sold  at  a  minimum  price.  In  all  cases  personal  interviews  should  be 
arranged,  if  possible,  with  large  importers;  if  letters  are  sent,  they 
should  be  written  in  Spanish. 

[The  names  ami  addresses  of  wholesale  coal  dealers  in  Malaga,  the  two  rail- 
road companies,  the  aas  cuiiipany  and  its  agent  in  Lyon,  the  si.oam.ship  company, 
the  sugar  rofinerlea,  and  the  Iron  foundry  referred  to  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  oHlees.  Refer  to 
file  No.  G9885.] 


An  important  business  is  done  at  Bahia  in  codfish,  of  which  129,000 
drums  were  imported  in  1014,  a  year  of  exceptionally  depressed 
financial  conditions  and  small  imports.  Customhouse  figures  show 
the  following  values  of  imports  of  codfish  here  during  the  past  three 
years:  1912,  $1,161,750;  1913,  $1,290,864;  1914,  $l,2ii0,232.  Perhaps 
90  per  cent  of  the  fish  come  from  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  and 
Halifax  by  sailing  vessels  direct,  and  some  via  New  York  by  steamer 
from  the  same  origin.  Before  the  European  war  some  codfish  came 
from  Norway  via  Hamburg.  The  Newfoundland  fish  arrive  in 
drums  of  128  pounds  and  half  drums  of  C4  pounds  net,  while  those 
from  Norway  were  packed  in  cases.  Nearly  all  the  business  is  now 
done  through  Liverpool  firms,  who  have  branch  hous(s  or  agents  at 
St.  Johns  and  Harbor  Grace. 

Before  the  war  the  price  paid  by  importers  varied  between  40  and 
45  shillings  ($9.73  and  $10.05)  per  drum  c,  i.  f.  Bahia,  and  is  now 
said  to  be  48  to  52  shillings  (equivalent  to  $11.08  to  $12.05  at  the 
normal  rate  of  $4.8665  per  pound).  The  price  at  which  cod  is  now 
being  wholesaled  here  is  about  56  milreis  ($13.44)  per  drum.  The 
qualities  preferred  are  loiown  as  "prime  dry"  and  "seconds,*'  the 
latter  selling  at  2s.  Od.  ($0.61)  per  drum  less  than  the  foniier. 

The  Brazilian  tariff  provides  for  a  duty  on  codfish  of  60  reis  per 
kilo,  less  an  arbitrary  tare  of  10  per  cent  in  weight  deducted  wlien 
the  fish  are  packed  in  drums.  The  actual  duty,  however,  taking  into 
consideration  the  2  per  cent  surtax  and  the  propoition  of  the  duty 
payable  in  gold,  is  equivalent  to  $0.99  per  100  pounds  (1  milreis= 
$0.24;  1  kiIo=2.204C  pounds).  According  to  a  bill  covering  a  recent 
importation,  5.3  milreis  ($1.27)  was  paid  per  drum.  This  included 
customhouse  broker's  fee  and  all  expense  connected  with  tlie  custom- 
house. 

Hake  and  pollock  are  not  now  known  here,  but  if  prepared  and 
packed  in  the  same  way  as  codfish  and  offei-ed  at  a  competitive  price, 
they  might  find  acceptance  in  this  market. 

[Tlie  names  of  the  leading  li^wrters  of  provisions  at  Bahia  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Porelga  and  Domestic.  Commerce  or  Its  distc{ct  .offices. 


BAHIA  MAB££T  FOR  CODFISH. 


[Consul  Robert  Frazer,  Jr.,  Bahia,  Brazil,  Nov.  17.] 
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EcoiToinc  conDinoNS  nr  nobway. 

[AmwIcaD  Minister  A.  0.  Scbmedsmnii,  Cbrlatlanln,  Oct  2.] 

The  cost  of  living  in  Norway  since  the  war  began  has  gone  np 
mormously,  some  article  100  per  cent.  It  is  estunated  that  the 
average  increase  is  about  one-third  of  1  per  cent.  This  is  due  to  vaii- 

ous  causes.  In  some  cases  the  producers  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
situation  to  make  large  profits;  then,  again,  it  is  impossible  to  import 
many  products  which  were  available  formerly  from  other  countries. 
As  Norwny  is  dependent  on  foreign  countries  for  a  great  many  of 
the  necessities  of  life,  the  prices  of  some  goods  imported  are  greatly 
increased,  owing  to  excessive  shipping  and  insurance  rates. 

The  Provision  Commission  (Proviantcommission)  appointed  by 
the  Norwegian  Government  has  for  some  time  past  endeavored  to 
cope  with  the  situation  with  a  view  to  procuring  stores  of  supplies 
and  regulating  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  foodstu^.  The  commission 
has  asked  permission  of  the  Government  to  import  frozen  and  con- 
served meat  from  Argentina,  where  a  Norwegian  firm  has  agreed  to 
erect  the  necessary  establishment  for  the  freezing  and  conservation 
of  slaughtered  meat  provided  this  permission  be  granted.  Should 
this  be  brought  about,  the  meat  could  be  sold  in  Christiania  at  ap- 
proximately 50  per  cent  cheaper  than  the  present  prices,  wliereas  at 
present  the  prices  are  50  per  cent  higher  than  before  the  outbreak  of 
the  war.  Coal  and  coke,  which  latter  is  largely  used  for  the  heating 
of  domestic  stoves,  have  gone  up  over  100  per  cent. 

Increased  Bank  Deposits — Industrial  and  AKrlcnltnral  Conditions. 

There  is  an  important  increase  in  bank  deposits.  The  bank  state- 
ments in  September,  1915,  ^owed  that  the  gold  reserve  was  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  country.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the 
Norwegian  Government  obtained  a  loan  of  11,000,000  kroner 
($2,94:8,000)  in  England,  which  will  be  paid  back  on  the  7th  instant. 

Industrial  conditions  are  normal.  The  output  of  the  majority  of 
the  factories  is  rather  above  the  average  and  labor  is  being  well  em- 
ployed. The  wood-pulp  and  paper  factories  have  greatly  increased 
their  turnover,  owinfj  to  increased  shipments  of  paper  to  certain 
countries  not  in  a  position  to  supply  their  demands.  The  shipyards 
are  likewise  active  and  the  canning  factories  are  doing  a  large  amount 
of  business. 

The  crops  are  about  the  average.  It  had  always  been  believed  that 
it  was  impossible  to  grow  wheat  on  the  west  coast  of  Norway,  but  it 
was  tried  for  the  first  time  this  year  with  excellent  results  and  the 
quality  was  found  to  be  superior  to  that  raised  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  country. 

Telegrapliio  and  Shipping  Serrloes. 

Telegraphic  conditions  have  improved,  but  are  far  from  satisfac- 
tory. The  "Proviantcommission"  takes  charge  of  the  sending  of 
commercial  telegrams  whenever  required. 

Notwithstanding  that  approximately  2  per  cent  of  the  Norwe^an 
merchant  vessels  had  been  lost  or  sunk  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
up  to  July  3,  1915,  the  Norwegian  merchant  marine  is  practically  as 
large  as  it  has  ever  been,  as  the  shipowners  purchase  new  vessels 
whenever  they  i-equire  them.  Many  such  vessels  are  bought  second- 
hand from  different  countries.  ^  , 
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Export  and  Import  Trade. 

It  is  true  that  the  list  of  goods  of  which  the  exportation  is  prohib- 
ited is  considerable,  but  continuous  and  regular  shipments  take  place 
of  such  goods  as  are  not  prohibited,  more  especially  paper  and  timber 
and  salted  fish. 

As  previously  stated,  Norway  has  always  been  largely  dependent 
on  foreign  countries  for  its  supplies.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
the  supplies  from  Russia  and  Germany  have  to  a  great  extent  been 
cut  oif,  whereas  the  imports  from  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain have  greatly  increased.  Those  from  the  United  States  consist 
chiefly  of  wheat,  flour,  meat,  and  lard.  According  to  information 
received  from  the  customs  authorities  here,  it  is  estimated  that  the 
customs  i-eceipts  this  year  will  show  a  decrease  of  4,000,000  kroner 
($1,072,000)  as  compared  with  last  year.  Coffee,  sugar,  raw  tobacco, 
and  other  colonial  products  have  lately  been  imported  in  large  quan- 
tities. 


AMERICAN  CONSUIAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  Americnn  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  alffience  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 


FOBt. 


Expira- 
tion of 
veniie. 


Addnns. 


Smnmm.  Maddfn  

Mnvnard.  I>'5!<?r  

Popfe.  Willvs  R  

ll'-ss'rsmt»h.  Uiwr*  8  

Chejbire,  FLeming  D  

RobGrtson,  W.  Honrjr  

Bammotis.Tbonias  

Chambntain,  George  A  

Canada,  William  W  

Tf«gart,U.R  

Donald,  Oen-mK  

Bonnoy,  Wllbert  L.6  


B&o  Paulo.  Dfaril  

Amoy,  China  

Tsitijjlmi,  dii.ia  

Fort  F:ri (::anada  

Canton,  Cbina  

BiinTios  Aires,  Argon- 
li'n. 

Shan  elm),  China  

Loii--enro  Marq  ties. 

rortiisue^o  Easi 

Africa. 

Vora  Crra.Mexiw  

Cornwall,  Canada. . . . 

Mara^aibo.  Vonozuola 
San  Luid  Voloiii, 
Mexico. 


Dee.  31 
...do.... 
Jan.  31 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  SI 


Dec.  31 


Jan.  S 
Doc  31 


Feb. 
Jan. 


Feb.  17 
Fob.  13 


Depnrtment  oISUt«,  Woshtngtm,  D.  C. 

no. 
Do. 
L/>wrs.  D"I. 

Durpaii  of  Fo"cT?n  anil  Donwttic  Cont- 
merco,   Koom   VJd,  Caitombouse, 
Now  ioik,  N.  V. 
Do. 

I") 

Lotus  Ciiib,  110  West  Fltty^oventb 
Street,  Sew  York  City. 

Win~h(ster,  Ind. 

2'M7  i;;»'venth  street  NW.,  WasUIng- 
ion,  D.  C. 
CliUTh  Street,  Mobile,  Ala. 
I'jOj  Nortb  BtLsb  S treat ,  Santa  Ana,  GaL 


"  Till'  tour  of  .Americnn  cltlop  liv  Consul  Ocnerjil  Tliorans  Sfimmons.  ot  Shan;;hnl,  includes 
noc)'i':-iter.  Alliiin.v.  Cjiiiiijol  nrlr.  Now  York.  Dptioit.  Clnciiao,  Se.ittle,  Tacomn,  I'ortliind, 
nnd  Sun  Franoisio.  concluiliiiK  :it  tlm  lalti'r  pliicc  .Ian.  4.  101(1.  llu  will  confer  wltb  busi- 
ness men  at  Ilieso  nlacrs  who  are  Inlerosted  In  (rado  In  China. 

■  '■Consul  Willjiii  I.,  limtney  h'iiiII  vt»lt  San  I'rnnclnco,  I.os  Ansoles,  and  Ran  Diego,  Cnl., 
find  S»n  Anlouiu.  Tex.,  and  will  advise  tbe  Clinmber  ot  Commerce  In  each  of  thc(h>  clllcs  ol 
his  arrivnl  and  luldrcus. 

AMERICAN  INSITRANCE  FOB  CANADIAN  SCHOOLS. 

Vice  Consul  Gorman  at  Montreal,  Canada,  has  received  a  letter 
frnni  the  treasurer  of  the  municipality  of  Westmount,  nenr  Slontreai, 
asking  f<ir  the  names  of  reliable  fire  insurance  c(}m])anies  in  the 
United  States,  witli  which  insiirnnce  of  the  school  biiikliugs  of  tlie 
city  against  fire  might  be  placed.  A  siinilar  request  has  heen  inatle 
previously,  without  result.  Tiie  official  mentioned  would  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  American  insurance  companies  which  are  prepared  to 
offer  rates  for  these  public  buildings  in  the  Canadian  cit^*. 
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MtnW  OttUlOI^  KAHWAT  HOIS& 

[CoBsal  Oeneml  II.  G.  MansOeld,  VancouTcr,  Brltlah  Colnmbla,  CaoadSt  l>0c.  11.1 
Constrnotion  of  Car  Ferries. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  of  one  of  the  two  large  car  fer- 
ries to  be  used  by  tlie  Canadian  Northern  Railway  for  the  service  be- 
tween  Vancouver  Island  and  the  mainland  has  been  let  to  a  ship- 
buildiiig  company  at  Lewis,  Quebec,  at  a  cost  of  $400,000.  The  beat 
will  be  310  feet  long,  52  feet  wide,  and  20-foot  draft,  with  a  capacity 
for  carryinjr  25  of  the  largest  railway  cars,  in  addition  to  passenger 
accommodations.  The  ferry  will  have  a  speed  of  14  knots  an  hour, 
and  will  be  propelled  with  double  screws  at  each  end.  The  contract 
calls  for  completion  the  1st  of  July,  1916,  and  when  completed  the 
ferry  will  be  brought  to  the  Pacific  coast  via  the  Panama  Canal. 
Through  Berriee  Inangnrated  on  the  Canadian  Korthern. 

Transcontinental  service  was  recently  inaugurated  on  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway,  the  first  through  train  from  Vancouver  to  the 
east  leaving  this  port  on  November  25.  This  is  the  third  railway  in 
the  Dominion  to  establish  a  regular  ocean  to  ocean  service,  the  first 
being  the  Canadian  Pacific  which  has  maintained  a  transcontinental 
service  since  1885.  The  Grand  Trunk,  with  Pacific  terminals  at 
Prince  Rupert,  British  Columbia,  was  completed  and  a  throtigh 
service  establisned  last  summer.  Tlie  Canadian  Northern,  tiie  la^ 
of  the  Dominion  railways  to  enter  the  list  of  competitca^  for  trans- 
continental business,  has  its  terminals  in  this  port.  The  Grand  Trunk 
will  also  have  railway  terminals  in  Vancouver,  and  connections  with 
the  main  line  over  a  branch  road  now  in  the  course  of  construction. 
At  present  the  Vancouver  connection  is  by  steamer  service  with  the 
company's  fleet  operating  between  Vancouver  and  Prince  Rupert. 
Hew  Terminal  Stations  for  the  Great  northern. 

Plans  for  the  Great  Northern  Railway  terminal  passenger  station 
in  Vancouver  have  been  submitted  to  the  mimicipal  authorities  for 
approval,  and  the  construction  work  on  the  foundations  for  the 
buildinfr  will  be  start.ed  at  once.  The  Northern  Pacific,  which  has  an 
operating  agreement  with  the  Great  Northern,  will  also  use  the  same 
stotion  in  Vancouver. 

The  terminals  will  consist  of  two  units,  a  main  building  and  an  "  L" 
for  baggage,  mail,  and  express  business,  thus  dividing  the  utilities 
from  the  regular  passenger  facilities.  The  main  structure  will  cover 
a  ground  area  of  60  by  228  feet,  and  the  "  L"  will  be  40  by  130  feet. 

The  buildings  will  be  of  brick  on  a  granite  base,  with  terra-cotta 
trimmings.  They  will  be  erected  on  a  pile  foundation,  and  will  bp 
constructed  of  reinforced  concrete. 

The  station  itself  will  consist  of  a  large  waiting  room.  60  feet  wide 
and  100  feet  long,  which  will  contain  the  general  passenger  facili- 
ties. This  room  will  be  flanked  by  wings  two  stories  high.  On  the 
lower  level  will  be  the  smoking  rooms,  immigration  rooms,  ticket 
office,  telegraph  and  telephone  rooms,  etc.,  and  a  large  exhibit  room. 
Quarters  for  the  operating  and  traffic  staffs  and  the  administrative 
officials  will  be  located  on  the  upper  stories.  The  Great  Northern 
officials  will  occupy  one  wing  and  the  Northern  Pacific  the  other. 
Prosperity  for  Canadian  Roads. 

The  abundant  crops  in  the  prairie  Provinces  this  year,  the  handling 
of  which  has  taxed  the  capacity  of  the  railways,  and  the  ioterrnplaoa 
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of  trnffic  through  the  Panama  Canal  on  account  of  landslides  has 
resulted  in  unusual  activity  in  Canadian  railway  business,  a  condition 
especially  favorable  to  the  two  new  roads,  the  Grand  Trunk  and 
Canadian  Northern,  which  have  I'ecently  established  through  service 
from  eastern  poits  to  the  Pacific  coast.  The  passenger  trafiic  was  ex- 
ceptionally good  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  due  to  the  lar^e 
number  of  people  from  tlie  eas^  visiting  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposi- 
tion,  a  considerable  percentage  of  which  made  the  trip,  either  ^ing 
or  coming,  by  way  of  Canada. 


OPITTU  FOR  HONQKOHa. 

[CoBBDl  Oeneral  G<-orpc  E.  Anderson,  HoDgkonK.  British  Cblna,  Nov.  2 ;  mippIementiDg 
dlHCUflSlou  la  CoMUEucE  Uepobts  (or  Apr.  25,  1914,  and  Feb.  11,  1015.] 

A  further  step  in  the  process  of  more  completely  controlling  the 
opium  trade  in  the  future,  and  especially  after  the  end  of  the  period 
in  which  the  drug  can  be  legally  imported  into  China,  has  been 
taken  by  the  government  of  Hongkong  in  connection  with  the  opium 
farm  "  or  monopoly.  It  is  announced  that  hereafter  the  Honglcong 
government,  instead  of  buying  raw  opium  in  the  open  market  in 
India,  will  purchase  its  supply  direct  from  the  Indian  Government 
afc  ft  fixed  price.  The  contract  will  po  into  force  on  January  1,  1916, 
and  is  to  run  for  five  years.  A  similar  arrangement  has  also  been 
effected  by  the  government  of  Singapore  in  behalf  of  the  opium 
monopoly  there. 

The  Hongkong  government  takes  360  chests  and  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments 3,000  chests.  These  quantities  are  to  be  sold  by  the  Indian 
Government  in  addition  to  the  820  chests  per  month  which  has  been 
fixed  as  the  amount  to  be  disposed  of  by  that  Government  in  the 
calendar  year  1916.  The  arrangement  not  only  enables  the  govern- 
ments concerned  to  control  the  sale  and  use  of  opium  in  their  respec- 
tive territories  by  enabling  them  to  secure  the  drug  at  a  much  lower 
price  than  other  buyers,  but  at  the  same  time  it  will  increase  their 
revenues  immensely  without  materially  affecting  the  revenues  of 
India,  since  the  purchases  of  the  two  governments  are  exclusive  of 
and  in  excess  of  tne  limitation  of  sales  oi  the  drug  already  fixed. 
Large  Earnings  of  Hongkong  Monopoly. 

Incidental  to  the  arrangement  attention  is  a^ain  called  to  the  im- 
mense profit  earned  by  the  Hongkong  "  farm  "  since  it  was  taken  over 
by  the  colonial  government.  The  earnings  last  year  amounted  to 
$3,741,500  instead  of  the  $1,183,200  of  the  previous  year  and  $1,426,- 
800  more  than  was  estimated  when  the  monopoly  was  assumed  by 
the  Government.  A  further  increase  in  earnings  was  estimated  for 
the  current  year  and  this  estimate  has  been  somewhat  exceeded, 
while  the  estimates  for  the  coming  financial  year  include  an  addi- 
tional $50,000  of  profit  from  this  source.  Under  the  monopoly 
arrangement  being  effected  for  the  control  of  opium  consumption  in 
South  China,  it  is  probable  that  the  Hongkong  monopoly  will  re- 
ceive further  benefit  in  that  the  use  of  the  drug  in  Chinese  and 
British  territory  will  be  more  nearly  upon  the  same  conditions. 

The  opium  monopoly  in  the  Portuguese  colony  of  Macao  still  takes 
520  chests  of  opium  per  year,  of  which  260  ch^ts  are  for  local  con- 
sumption and  the  r^  for  export  to  coimtries  that  still  permit  the 
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MAT£  "  I£A "  FEODUCTION  IH  SOTTTHEBN  BRAZn;. 

[CoDBUl  Maddia  Summcra,  Sao  Paulo.] 

Yerbft  mat^,  or  Paraguay  tea,  constitutes  one  of  the  sources  of  wealth 
in  Southern  Brazil.  It  is  the  largest  article  of  export  from  Parana 
and  one  of  the  largest  from  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  and  Santa  Catharina. 
The  principal  markets  are  Argentina,  Uruguay,  Chile,  Paraguay, 
and  Bolivia,  in  the  order  mentioned.  In  these  countries  mate  is  the 
popular  drink  of  the  people,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  coffee  and 
tea.  It  is  supposed  to  have  two  great  advantages  over  either  coffee 
or  tea — it  is  less  stimulating  and  very  much  cheaper. 

The  matfi  tree  is  between  10  and  12  feet  in  height,  the  leaves  resem- 
bling those  of  a  pear  tree.  The  grades  of  mate  depend  upon  the 
amount  of  wood  in  the  leaf.  The  following  are  the  classifications: 
No.  1  mat^,  from  Paraguay;  No.  2,  from  Matto  Grosso;  No.  3,  fnnn 
Mlssoes  Argentines;  No.  4,  from  Parana;  No.  5,  from  Rio  Grande 
and  Santa  Catharina. 

Total  Exportation  of  Uati  to  All  Countries. 

The  total  consumption  of  mate  in  Argentina  alone  amounts  to 

50,000  tons  annually,  of  which  Parana  furnishes  18,000  and  Santa 
Catharina  2,000  tons  annually.  Exact' statistics  are  not  available. 
The  total  exportation  to  all  countries  in  1913  was: 


ExpotUv  8lat«. 

Amonnt. 

Tofu. 
49. 

3,703 
2.174 

S7, 740  440 
307.000 

e79.E(» 

fiG.SOS 

8,7»,9I0 

The  exportations  from  Santa  Catharina  have  fallen  off  very 
greatly  during  the  past  10  years  and  the  quality  of  the  tea  is  not 
as  good  as  that  of  Parana  mat^. 

Mate  is  prepared  in  the  same  way  as  tea,  and  may  be  taken  with 
sugar  and  milk.  In  powder,  it  is  prepared  by  infusion,  putting  it  into 
a  small  vessel  (a  cuia)  and  pouring  tliereon  a  sufficient  amount  of 
boiling  water.  As  the  dust  does  not  fall  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel, 
tbe  niiite  can  be  taken  only  by  means  of  a  "sucker,"  that  is,  a  tube 
terminating  in  a  small  hollow  ball  pierced  with  holes.  Travellers 
to  Argentmn  have  doubtless  noticed  many  quaint  mate  pots,  of 
silver  and  otlier  metals,  lavishly  ornamented. 

The  Germans  in  Curitiba  (the  capital  of  the  State  of  Parana) 
prepare  it  in  the  following  manner:  They  heat  the  water,  and  when 
it  is  boiling  add  the  mate.  When  the  water  begins  to  boil  again 
they  pour  in  a  sufHcient  amount  of  cold  water  to  stop  the  boiling. 
The  dust  then  settles  and  the  mate  is  taken  pure. 

Component  Farts,  as  Compared  with  Tea  and  Coffee. 

The  component  parts  of  mate,  ctmipared  with  tea  and  coffee,  as 
prepared  by  Dr.  Caminhoa,  professor  of  the  faculty  of  medicine 
at  Kio  de  Janeiro,  are: 
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In  1,000  partB. 

OfwntM. 

Black  tea. 

Co0o6. 

7.90 
22.20 
22.20 
178.00 
4.30 
464.00 
176.80 
85.60 

6.00 
18. 14 
38.40 
128.  W 
4.60 
390.00 
283.20 
64.40 

0.41 
13.66 
13.66 
16.30 
2.06 
270.67 
174.83 
25.61 

0.01 
62.00 
20.60 
12,28 
2.  SO 
238.83 
180.00 
38. 10 

A  firm  in  Curitiba,  State  of  Parana,  quotes  a  price  on  mate  of  7 
cents  per  pound  f.  o.  b.  Paranagiia;  in  barrels  of  220,  145,  75,  and  25 
pounds  the  cost  of  barrels  and  tare  is:  Of  220  pounds,  80  cents;  of 
145  pounds,  65  cents ;  of  75  pounds,  46  cents ;  25  pounds,  30  cents. 

Of  two  other  exfjorters,  one  gives  prices  slightly  in  excess  of  the 
firm  mentioned,  while  a  third  gives  slightly  lower  prices.  Another's 
quotations  are  7  to  7^  cents  per  pound  in  large  <]^uantities  f.  o.  b. 
Paranagua  for  the  marks  "  M.  Macedo  "  and  "  Gracita,"  respectively. 
Quotations  as  low  as  6J  cents  are  given. 

The  Funch  Edye  Line  stops  at  Paranagua  on  its  outward  voyage 
to  southern  Brazil.  Arrangements  for  space  can  be  made  with  the 
agents  of  the  line  in  New  York, 

JAPA1TES£  COHFBTE  FOE  HEW  ZEALAND'S  TBADE. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Nov.  IS.] 

A  strong  effort  is  being  made  to  have  the  Japanese  steamship  line, 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  extend  its  sailings  to  New  Zealand  ports. 
This  would  greatly  advance  Japanese  interests  in  New  Zealand,  just 
as  an  American  steamship  service  between  Atlantic  ports  of  the 
United  States  and  Australasian  ports  would  advance  American 
interests  in  this  part  of  the  world.  The  New  Zealand  Herald}  a  lead- 
ing daily  of  this  city,  says: 

In  a  letter  to  tlie  ninyor  of  Wellington,  Dr.  Miura,  a  member  of  the  Japanese 
trade  nii.'«>ion  wlilch  visited  New  Zealand  a  few  montlis  aRO.  says: 

"  Japanese  conmierrial  men  whom  I  met  on  ray  return  to  Japan  were  glarl  to 
bave  all  the  information  acqulrefl  by  the  mission  In  New  Zeiiltind.  They  are 
sorely  In  need,  however,  of  a  «ltrect  line  to  New  Zealand.  The  Nippoa  Yusen 
Kaisha  runs  to  Sydney  and  Alelbouriie,  but  although  endeavors  have  been  made 
to  Induce  the  company  to  extend  the  Australian  service  to  New  Zealand,  this 
country  is  still  Isolated,  all  eastern  cargo  having  to  be  transshipped  In  Australia. 
'Even  so,  an  astonishLng  quantity  of  Japanese  goods  are  finding  their  way  Into 
this  market. 

"It  is  a  mistake  to  imagine  iK^e-ause  Japan  can  sell  many  manufactures  at 
prices  with  which  not  even  Germany  could  compete  that  !t  follows  that  such  are 
very  cheap.  The  Japanese  merclinnt  understands  the  principles  of  gootl  maritet- 
ing,  and  will  never  greatly  undersell  in  any  commodity  that  is  fetching  a  goo<l 
price.  Those  who  come  Into  contact  with  Japanese  innuufactures  competing  with 
similar  goods  of  British,  Ainerk-an,  and  German  origin  describe  them  as  rougher, 
If  cheaper,  lacking  finish,  and  not  seriously  affecting  the  values  of  the  Qermnn 
Quality  of  goods. 

"  The  Japanese  are  genuinely  anxious  to  buy  as  well  as  to  sell.  They  have 
topped  the  market  in  certain  de.scrlptions  of  wool  crutchings,  and  now  promise 
to  become  in  time  an  important  factor  in  .respect  to  the  purchase  of  the  best 
descriptions  of  Merinos,  half-bred,  and  medium  to  superior  crossl)reds.  Tliey 
are  extensive  users,  too,  of  leather  for  fancy  goods  and  other  manufactures. 
Consequently  they  are  prospective  purchasers  of  skius  and  hides.  What  Ibey 
buy  from  us  Is  Infinitesimal  compared  with  what  we  buy  from  them,  and  they 
are  extending  their  Influence  in  this  country  by  seeking  to  acquire  the  trade 
that  Germany  can  not  now  do.  and  acme  which  the  British,  for  the  time  being, 
are  not  able  to  do." 
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CHINA. 

[Far  Kiistern  Kevlew,  October] 
Proposed  CUnese  Aailway. 

The  construction  of  the  long- talked- of  Tsitsihar-Aigun  Railway 
kns  been  decided  to  be  taken  in  hand  early  next  spring,  as  reported 
after  a  consultixtion  of'  Military  Commissioner  Chu,  of  Heilung-. 
kiang,  with  the  Chinese  Government. 

CHOSEN  (EOB£A). 
[Far  Kastcrn  Bevtew,  October.] 

Eailways  of  Chosen. 

In  Seoul  the  completion  of  1,000  miles  of  railway  track  in  Choseu 
(Korea)  was  celebrated  recently  by  a  ceremony  held  in  Kyoi^ok 
Palace  grounds  in  the  presence  of  Prince  Kan-in,  of  Japan.  Since 
1006  niilway  building  has  been  continuous,  and  the  Pyongyang- 
Chinnampo  line  and  iron  bridge  over  the  Yalu  soon  were  completed. 
On  the  completion  of  the  Antung-Mukden  Railway  connection  was 
effected  between  the  railway  system  in  Korea  and  Manchuria,  and 
tlie  trunk  railway  in  Korea  became  the  shortest  route  from  Europe 
and  east  Asia,  the  journey  being  much  facilitated  by  the  new  hai'bor 
works  at  Fusan. 

Among  railway  works  undertaken  since  the  annexation  was  the 
Hanam  line.  Begun  in  October,  1910,  its  trunk  and  branch  lines, 
totaling  175  miles,  were  finished  in  January,  1914.  No  less  important 
a  worlc  was  the  Seonl-Wonsan  line,  connecting  the  trunk  railway 
with  the  eastern  coast  of  the  peninsula.  It  measured  138  miles  in 
length,  and  was  finished  in  August,  191 4.  With  a  view  to  having  a 
railway  through  South  and  North  Hamlnrong  Provinces,  a  plan  had 
been  laid  down  for  two  local  lines,  one  from  Wonsan  to  "i  anheung 
and  the  other  from  Chongjin  to  Hoiryongj  and  work  was  commenced 
last  October,  with  the  result  that  the  section  from  Wonsan  to  Mun- 
chon,  a  distance  of  12  miles,  was  completed  on  August  1  last.  The 
total  mileage  of  Korean  railways  has  thus  reached  1,006. 

INDIA. 

[Far  Eastcru  Kcvlev,  October.] 
Indian  Bailway  and  Irrigation  Projects. 

The  Mayurbhanj  Railway  project  is  an  undertaking  to  acquii'e  the 
existing  Mayurbhanj  (light)  Railway  and  to  provide  funds  for  the 
extension  of  this  line  to  Talbund.  The  length  of  the  existing  railway 
is  32.41  miles  of  2  foot  C  inch  ^auge  connecting  Rupsa,  on  the  Bengal- 
Nagpur  Railw  ay  main  line,  with  Buripada,  the  capital  of  Mayurbhanj 
State.  The  length  of  the  proposed  extension  from  Baripada  to  Taj- 
bund  is  38.69  miles,  to  make  with  the  existing  railway  a  total  length 
of  72  miles  on  the  2  foot  6  inch  gauge. 

The  proposed  extension  will  nm  mostly  through  low  foi-est.  An 
irrigation  scheme  is  nearing  completion  and  already  practically  irri- 
gates 10,964  acres.  This  should  be  completed  during  1915.  A  for- 
tlier  scheme  is  under  contemplation  which,  with  the  area  already  irri- 
gated, sliould  command  above  600  squai'e  miles;  it  is  expected  that  out 
•f  this  new  orea  180  square  miles  will  be  irrigated. 
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■  There  are  extenfiive  forests  beyond  Baripada,  the  present  terminus 
of  the  line,  which  have  hitiierto  been  practically  unexploited  owing 

to  the  prohibitive  cost  of  carting. 

One  of  the  main  objects  of  the  extension  is  to  provide  an  outlet  for 
the  large  supply  of  excellent  timber  for  sleepers  and  building  pur- 
poses which  the  Simlipahar  forest  will  supply.  These  forests  are 
capable  of  producing  500,000  cubic  feet  of  timber  annually. 

The  extension  will  also  render  marketable  other  forest  produce 
such  as  myrobalons,  etc.,  which  are  not  exported  now  owing  to  the 
prohibitive  cost- of  cartage. 

7AFAir. 
[Far  Bnstcra  Berlew,  October.] 
Japanese  Bailway  Program. 

The  Imperial  Railway  Board,  of  Japan,  has  been  framing  its 
own  special  budget  to  be  introduced  in  the  Diet  this  fall.  A  state- 
ment made  by  an  oflicial  of  the  department  is  that  the  whole  expendi- 
ture  for  the  second  year  of  the  seven-year  plan  of  improvemmt 
started  kst  year  will  be  $19,920,000.  Of  this  amount  $5,229,000  will 
be  devoted  to  construction  work  and  $14,691,000  for  repair  work. 
As  for  revenue,  the  board  estimates  that  traffic  receipts  will  amount 
to  $00,607,000  and  miscellaneous  receipts  to  about  $1,245,000,  totaling 
$61,852,000.  Expenditures  will  amount  to  $53,137,000,  the  balance 
of  $8,715,000  to  constitute  a  net  profit  of  the  board.  To  this  profit 
will  be  added  $9,900,000  from  the  redemption  fund.  Then  there 
will  be  about  $1,245,000  that  can  be  transferred  for  the  use  of  the 
board,  making  in  all  $19,920,000. 

Lines  will  be  built  as  follows:  Twenty-five  miles  between  Hamada 
and  Masuda,  88  miles  between  Miyazki  and  Saiki,  34  miles  between 
Yamada  and  Suzaki,  19  miles  between  Yamagata  and  Sazawa,  87 
miles  between  Otoineful  and  Wakanai. 


Bailway  Constrnctloii  in  Halaga. 

Construction  work  on  the  railway  that  is  being  built  by  a  Belgian 
company  from  Malaga  to  Algeciras  and  Cadiz,  which  was  suspended 
on  account  of  the  cessation  of  funds  from  Belgium  after  the  out- 
break of  the  war,  was  renewed  in  September.  It  was  thought  a  few 
months  ago  that,  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  finding  the  neces- 
sary capital  to  continue  the  work,  the  railway  would  not  be  completed 
in  the  six  years  specified  in  the  contract  with  the  Spanish  Govem- 
m^t  and  that  the  latter  would  have  to  take  it  over.  An  arrangement, 
however,  has  been  made  whereby  the  Spanish  Government  has  re- 
leased, of  the  4,800,000  pesetas  ( about  $890,000  at  the  present  exchange 
rate  of  $0,185  to  the  peseta)  deposited  as  guaranty  for  the  construc- 
tion, the  sum  of  800,000  pesetas  ($148,000).  This  amount  represents 
the  value  of  the  construction  already  completed  on  the  first  section 
of  the  line,  from  Malaga  to  Fuengirola,  a  distance  of  30  kilometers 
(18.6  miles).  On  the  completion  of  this  section  the  company  will 
have  again  to  look  for  new  fimds  or  the  help  of  tlie  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment for  the  further  completion  of  the  road. 

The  total  cost  of  the  railroad  from  Malaga  to  Cadiz  will  be  48,000,- 
000  pesetas  (about  $8,900/)00),  on  which  sum  the  Spanis^Govern- 
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ment  guarantees  5  per  cent  interest  annually,  and  as  each  of  the  five 
sections  to  be  built  is  finished  intei'est  will  begin  on  the  amount  of 
its  cost. 

The  projected  line  after  leaving  Malaga  will  pass  through  the 
towns  of  Torremolinos,  Benalmadcna,  Fuengirola,  Marbella,  Este- 
pona,  Tesorillo,  Almorema  (where  there  will  be  a  branch  line  to 

Algecii  fls) ,  Alcala,  Medina-Sidonia,  and  San  Fernando  to  Cadiz.  The 
whole  of  this  section  of  Andalusia  is  rich  and  productive  and  should 
prove  very  profitable  to  the  railroad.  Fuengirola  has  15.000  people, 
and  expoi-ts  quantities  of  fish,  raisins,  and  olives.'  Marbella  has 
25,000  inhabitants,  and  ships  olives  and  vegetables,  besides  much  iron 
and  lead.  An  Englisli  mining  company  is  located  there.  Estepona 
has  20,000  people,  and  exports  raisins,  figs,  vegetables,  and  a  great  deal 
of  cork.  Tesorillo  is  of  importance  because  near  by  is  located  the 
largest  sugar  refinery  in  the  Province,  whose  imports  and  exports 
of  merchandise  of  various  kinds  are  very  heav^.  Alcala  and  Medina- 
Sidonia  are  towns  of  10,000  inhabitants  each,  m  the  vicinity  of  which 
much  live  Ktock  is  raised. 

The  completion  of  this  railroad  will,  it  is  thought,  prove  of  im- 
portance to  Malaga  in  that  tourists  who  now  go  from  Algeciras  to 
Granada  via  Bobadilla  (2G3  miles),  an  all-day  journey  owing  to 
many  long  and  tedious  waits  at  small  stations,  will  not  only  save  some 
hours'  time  by  taking  the  new  route,  which  is  to  pass  along  the  Medi- 
terranean coast,  but  will  also  see  some  charming  scenery. 

Of  the  total  cost  of  the  complete  line  the  proportion  that  will 
be  expended  in  the  inu-chase  of  the  rolling  stock  is  estimated  to  be 
2,000,000  pesetas  {iibout  $370,000).  If  American  capitalists  could 
l>e  found  who  would  provide  the  amoxmt  necessary  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  road,  it  could  be  made  a  condition  of  the  loan  that  this 
rolling  stock  should  be  purchased  in  the  United  States.  Communi- 
cations should  be  in  French  or  Spanish. 

I  The  name  of  tlio  ofllcial  of  the  railroad  company  to  whom  coinmunication.s 
Mliimkl  be  ndtU-esscd  may  he  ohtaliicd  from  the  Ilurcati  of  Forciiiu  aud  IX>iiiestic 
('oiniuerce  or  Us  dtsLrict  ofiices.  liefer  to  file  Ko.  CS)75G.] 


REPOET  OF  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE  OF  ROTTERDAM. 

The  report  of  tlie  Chiunber  of  Commerce  of  Rotterdam  for  1914, 
translated  from  the  Dutcli  into  English,  is  a  volume  of  286  pages, 
and  contains  a  review  of  connuercial  conditions  during  the  first  few 
niunths  of  the  European  war.  with  discussions  of  the  various  ineas- 
xu'cs  taken  to  overcome  dilliculties  that  arose.  Chapters  are  devoted 
to  the  money  niaikot,  shipping  traffic,  and  trade  reviews  relating  to 
general  merchandise,  coffee,  tea.  cacao,  rice,  spices,  sugar,  tobacco, 
oleoma igurine  and  cottonseed  oil,  gum  elastic,  rubber,  honey,  hides, 
fillers,  tin.  coiil,  ores,  iron  and  steel,  and  the  general  inland  trade. 
The  appendix  ])re^ents  a  list  of  the  regular  steamship  lines  from 
liuttci  tlaiii  in  11)14,  the  return  of  seagoing  vessels  entered  at  Rotter- 
dam during  1014,  showing  countries  of  nationality,  and  general  im- 
ports into  the  Xt  therlands  and  at  Rotterdam.  A  copy  of  this  report 
nuiy  be  inspected  at  the  Ihneau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commei'ce. 
Refer  to  file  No.  70:i61. 
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THE  KEZICAK  OH  FIELDS. 

(Vice  Cousul  Tbomns  H.  Bcvan,  Tampico,  Dec.  10. 1 

The  attention  of  the  oil  interests  during  tlie  past  week  has  centered 
on  the  well  of  the  Pan  American  Oil  Co.,  at  Panuco,  which  was 
brought  in  on  the  first  of  the  month  and  has  been  conservatively  esti- 
mated to  have  a  production  of  2,000  barrels  per  day.  Oil  was  first 
struck  at  a  depth  of  1,760  feet  and  drilling  was  immediately  sus- 

S ended.  As  soon  as  earthen  storage  is  constructed,  the  well  will  be 
rilled  deeper.  The  chances  are  good  that  a  gusher  will  be  struck 
at  a  deeper  level.  Practicallj^  all  of  the  stock  of  the  Pan  American 
Oil  Go.  is  controlled  by  Americans  residing  in  Tampico.  The  well  is 
located  about  400  jaxda  from  the  Harmon  and  Corona  Oil  Co. 
gushers. 

leasing  of  Oil  Lands, 

.  There  has  been  considerable  leasing  of  oil  lands  in  the  southern 
fields  during  the  past  two  months.  A  number  of  companies  that 
now  have  production  in  the  Fanuco  field  have  taken  up  leases  in 
the  Tuxpam  fields  where  a  lighter  gravity  of  oil  is  found.  Most  of 
the  oil  that  has  been  produced  in  the  Panuco  field  is  about  12.5  grav- 
ity, while  the  oil  produced  in  the  Tuxpam  fields  is  between  18  and 
20  gravity.  The  Compnnia  Mexicana  de  Petroleo  "  El  A^uila  "  S.  A. 
is  now  making  preparations  to  commence  drilling  again  m  the  State 
of  San  Luis  Potosi  near  Valles.  The  company  drilled  three  wells  in 
this  territory  over  two  years  ago,  which  are  the  deepest  oil  wells  in 
Mexico.  The  first  one  was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  4,0U0  feet,  where  a 
production  of  several  barrels  a  day  of  47  gravity  oil  was  obtained. 
Owing  to  the  high  gravity  of  the  oil  in  that  vicinity,  the  company 
has  decided  to  again  start  exploration  work  and  endeavor  to  secure 
a  larger  production. 

Ih'cdglnff  Tampioo  Bar — Oil  Shipments  to  United  States. 

The  govcrament  dredge  Tampico  is  now  at  work  on  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Pannco  River,  but  so  far  no  appreciable  improvement 
has  been  effected,  although  the  pilots  now  consent  to  ships  being  loaded 
to  a  depth  of  19  feet  G  inches,  which  is  6  inches  more  than  they  would 
allow  the  previous  month.  They  state  that  the  current  has  washed 
the  bar  out  sufficient  to  allow  this  added  depth. 

The  shipments  of  crude  oil  from  Tampico  to  the  United  States 
during  November  amounted  to  778,225  barrels,  as  compared  with 
l,10G,'i48  barrels  during  the  same  month  the  preceding  year.  This 
decrease  is  due  to  a  great  extent  to  the  condition  of  the  harbor.  Ships 
that  carried  22  feet  over  the  bar  last  year  can  take  but  19  feet  6  inches 
at  the  present  time. 

The  shipments  for  November  were  as  follows:  96,904  barrels  to 
Galveston.  Tex.;  91,228  to  Port  Aransas,  Tex.:  88,515  to  Port  Arthur, 
Tex.;  78,556  to  New  York;  77.000  to  Baltimore;  74,986  to  New 
Orleans;  66,772  to  Providence,  R.  I.;  02.000  to  Philadelphia;  28.772 
to  Lynchburg,  Tex. ;  28,000  to  Sabine,  Tex. ;  25.000  to  Baton  Rouge, 
La.;  20,000  to  Key  West;  17,000  to  Tampa;  15,092  to  Freeport,  Tex.; 
and  7,000  barrels  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

The  Huasteca  Petroleum  Co.  shipped  325,264  barrels  of  this  amount 
to  the  United  States;  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  of  New  Jersey,  149,000 
barrels;  the  Texas  Co.,  120,499  barrels;  the  East  Coast  Oil  Co.,  96,904 
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biurels:  the  Freeport  &  Mexican  Fuel  Oil  Co.,  45,558  barrels;  the 
Mexiciin  (Jnlf  Oil  Co.,  34,000  barrels;  and  the  Pierce  Oil  Corpora- 
titm,  7,000  barrels. 

The  Huastec'a  Petroleum  Co.  also  made  ojie  shipment  to  Iquique, 
Cliile,  amounting  to  70,40.5  barrels  and  made  deliveries  of  254^7 
barrels  to  companies  in  Tampico. 

Shipmenta  from  luxpam  to  United  States. 

During  November  401.378  barrels  were  shipped  from  Tiucpam, 
Mexico,  to  the  United  States  bv  the  Compafifa  de  Petroleo  "  El 
Ajjuila  "  S.  A.  and  the  Penn  Mex  Fuel  Co. 

Tlie  shipments  of  the  Cumpafn'a  de  Petr61eo  *'  El  Agnila  "  S.  A, 
were  as  follows:  100,783  barrels  to  Galveston;  66,593  to  Baltimore: 
38,713  to  Port  Timipa,  Fla. ;  21,180  to  Sabine,  Tex. ;  and  7,000  to  Jack- 
.s(!nville,  Fla.  liesides  the  amount  shipped  to  the  Unite<l  State  tlie 
Compafii  de  Petroleo  "  El  A^uila  "  S.  A.  made  a  number  of  ^lipments 
to  Knjrhjnd  and  also  to  its  refinery  at  Minatitlan,  Mexico. 

The  Penn  Mex  Fuel  Co.  made  the  following  deliveries  to  TTiiited 
States  ports:  133,207  barrels  to  Baton  Koiige,  La.;  50,413  to  Balti- 
more; and  56,484  to  New  York. 


SIZES  OF  CASES  FOB  AUSTBAUAK  FKUIT. 

iCotULiiorclal  Atfacli»^  WIIMiim  »'.  Downa,  MetbourDP.) 

The  Government  of  the  State  of  Queensland,  imder  the  authority 
of  the  fruit-cases  act,  has  put  into  effect  the  following  regulations:  ' 

AU  cflKPR  for  tilt'  (Jupetisland  trade  must  be  new  or  clean  ami  free  fmni  ioset-t 
or  fuiipnis  (Ils('ns(VR. 

■  New  cns4^  only  imist  l)e  asetl  for  fralt  exportetl  to  any  of  tlie  other  Ausiralinn' 
Slates. 

It  is  also  provided  thnt  onch  case,  whether  the  fruit  is  for  sule  in 
Queensland  or  any  other  Au-;tra!ian  State,  must  have  legiitly  and 
durably  on  one  end  of  the  outside  of  tlie  case: 

Tlitt  iiaiiie  and  itddivsK  of  the  iKicker  of  tlie  ease. 

The  words  "  simranteed  by  packer  to  contain  one  Iiiii>eriul  bushel,"  or  as  tin* 

sixo  of  the  t-sisc  may  warrant. 

In  the  case  of  the  tropical-fruit  case  the  guarantee  should  be: 
Oinira'nIfHHl  by  niiikcr  to  contain  not  loss  than  H,riG4  vnhW  Inches. 

The  above  name,  ndilress,  and  fjuarantee  should  l>e  at  least  5  inches 
hnifr  and  ii  in<'hes  wide;  but  stamps  3  inches  by  lA  inches  and  upw;u-d 
will  1)0  iUT('|)fe(l. 

The  fftliowinj;  sizes  have  been  estalilished  as  standard  for  the 
p[icka«!;es  used  in  tlie  f^ttite.  The  dimensions  arc  the  same  as  those 
re<|iiired  by  the  New  South  A\'ales  laws  that  are  aiready  in  force. 
Any  case  must  lie  of  one  of  the  following  inside  measurements,  clear 
of  any  divisions: 


Kind. 

i  tic  he. 

Deolh. 

Width, 
inclios. 

|j  KiDd. 

I<enittta, 
inclMS. 

I>fiptli, 
InooRj. 

WMth. 
mebts. 

I  bu>t-.d  

IS 

Mi 

H 

(1 

1  4  bu'hri  

18 

Si 
4 

Do  

in 

IG 

'  i  bu'hel  

131 

l>o  

■£) 

lU 

1'  t'ropic&l-frnft  Gas« 
1     (lor  plOMppl«5, 
!  elc.)  

i  liushri  

\» 

H 

Do  

26 

6 

341 

u 

U 

Ii 
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BEVIVUrO  THE  NATUBAL  nmiOO  IHBtJSTBT  IN  INBIA. 

[From  Consul  James  Oliver  Laing,  Karachi,  Not.  10.] 

A  serious  effort  is  being  made  in  India  to  provide  a  lasting  market 
for  natural  indigo.  This  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  prmlucts  of 
India  before  synthetic  dyes  became  of  commei*cial  value.  In  recent 
ears  the  natural  indigo  production  has  been  reduced;  plantations 
ave  been  abandoned;  and  many  others  have  had  a  dimcult  task  to 
keep  their  heads  above  water.  The  war  having  cut  off  Continental 
synthetic  dyes,  however,  natural  indigo  has  once  more  come  to  the 
front 

Sesvlti  of  Conference  to  Dtsonss  the  IndnBtsry. 

As  far  back  as  last  February  an  indigo  conference  was  held  in 
Delhi  to  discuss  the  industry  from  three  standpoints — agricultural, 
research,  and  commercial.  As  a  result  of  this  conference  a  report 
has  just  been  made  by  scientists  covering  the  agricultural  and 
botanical  side  of  this  industry  stating  that  it  can  ^  developed  on 
scientific  methods  as  follows : 

(a)  The  production  of  an  ample  supply  of  good,  well-grown  seed 
at  the  lowest  possible  cost  and  with  the  least  trouble  to  tue  planter. 

(b)  The  production  of  the  maximum  yield  of  indigo  and  of  se^ 
from  the  plant  now  grown. 

(c)  The  improvement  of  the  plant  by  selection  so  that  the  yield 
of  indigo  and  of  sect  can  be  still  further  mcreased. 

(d)  The  preparation  of  finished  indigo,  in  a  standard  form  of 
high  purity,  suitable  for  the  home  dyes. 

(e)  Indirect  improvements,  such  as  the  production  of  more  val- 
uable cover  crops  for  Java  indigo  and  the  discovery  of  methods  of 
increasing  the  efficiency  of  seet  as  a  manure. 

Dyeing  Qualities  of  Hatoral  Indl^ 

Perhaps  the  most  important  problem  for  the  natural  indigo  trade 
to  solve  is  the  marketing  of  the  dye  in  the  form  most  suited  to  the 
dyers.  Bihar  indi^jo,  according  to  a  Britie^  dyer  whose  views  are 
Nititled  to  respect,  dyes  a  fuller  shade  than  either  synthetic  indigotin 
or  indigos  refined  from  plant  indigos.  It  is  further  stated  that  60 
per  cent  of  Bihar  indigo  dyes  a  fuller  shade  than  70  per  cent  Dutch 
Java.  This  statement  is  interesting  because  it  points  to  indigotin  as 
differing  in  its  dyeing  properties,  if  not  in  its  chemical  composition. 
The  remedial  measures  suggested  by  this  authority  are : 

{a)  Selling  in  paste  form,  but  on  standard  shade  patterns.  All 
other  dyes  are  sold  on  their  shades  of  color,  not  on  their  percentage 
tests,  as  has  been  the  case  with  natural  indigo  since  ^nthetic  in- 
digotin was  commercially  introduced. 

(5)  Applying  the  practical  Imowledge  gained  in  the  working  of 
the  dyers  and  woad  fermentation  vats,  m  which  the  fermentation  is 
controlled,  to  the  practical  working  of  the  planters'  fermentation  vats, 
in  which  the  feiinentation  is  not  controlled,  the  experience  of  the  woad 
fermentation  vats  proving  that  without  control  great  losses  of  the  dye 
will  take  place. 

The  authority  referred  to  who,  it  may  be  added,  is  officially  con- 
nected with  the  British  Dyers'  Guild,  sums  up  his  recommendation 
in  one  single  paragraph,  which  will  bear  quotation: 

Botanical  research  should  continue  to  the  securing  of  good  plant  and  leaf 
jrleld.  Chemical  researcli,  properly  applied,  will  belp  further^to  ^^'^'(^^^^'^^^ 
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the  mill.  Most  of  all.  however,  it  must  be  impressed  on  tliose  whose  iotorests  are 
with  natural  iii'liRo  that  they  iimst  supply  it  to  the  dyers  fiitrly  well  stanUnrdlieil 
nml  in  the  t-omlttioii  ready  for  uso,  just  as  the  synthetic  is.  The  plantCTs.  etc„ 
will  need  to  romljliie  to  this  end.  It  can  easily  be  done  and  is  of  such  Importance 
that  I  say  this:  If  tbey  will  not  do  It,  they  can  close  their  books  as  soon  as 
synthetic;  comes  Into  eompi'tltion  a«idn.  If,  however,  they  will  do  It,  they  have 
the  Industry  iinaln.  a  protitiible  one,  iis  the  reason  they  were  beaten  out  (almost) 
before  and  so  qulekly  was  not  Hint  synthetic  was  so  much  the  Iwtter  value,  but 
thut  It  was  supplied  la  a  condition  ready  for  the  dyers  to  use. 

Dealers  here  snv  that  repoi  ts  have  come  to  them  that  the  indigo 
plantations  of  China,  particularly  in  the  Nanking  district,  are  being 
worked  after  many  years  of  practical  abandonment.  They  do  not 
believe,  however,  that  the  Chinese  natural-indigo  industry  will  be 
profitable  when  normal  times  return. 

[CoQBul  Locten  Mcmminger,  Madras,  Not.  11.] 
Increased  Area  ITnder  iDdlgo. 

The  fir*st  indijjo  forecast  for  1915-16  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Statistics  of  India  shows  greatly  increased  sowings  of  indigo  in  Ma- 
dras Province.  The  total  area  imder  indigo  in  British  India  this  year 
is  estimated  nt  2."»8,100  acres,  of  which  31.2  per  cent,  or  126,000  acres, 
is  sown  in  Madras  Province,  as  against  38,500  acres  estimated  at  this 
time  last  year,  or  an  increase  of  212  per  cent.  The  Department  of 
Statistics  bulletin  says  that  after  allowance  has  been  made  for  seed 
of  next  year  probably  113,600  acres  of  the  indigo  produced  in  Madras 
Province  will  be  used  in  extracting  dye.  The  districts  in  which  the 
manufacture  of  in<ligo  persisted  longest  and  where  old  vats  in  mod- 
erate state  of  repair  were  still  available  report  this  year  a  very  gi-eat 
increa.se  in  the  acreage  un<Ier  the  crop — all  north  of  Madras,  in  the 
Deccan  and  the  East  Coast  districts. 

The  fluctuation  in  the  ijrice  of  groundnut  diverted  the  attention 
of  the  cultivators  to  indigo.  At  sowing  time  seed  were  selling  at 
exceptionally  high  rates,  but  very  inferior  seed  were  sold,  witli  the 
result  tliat  the  germination  of  many  of  the  earlier  crops  was  poor: 
and  although  tlie  season  has  been  generally  favorable,  this  has  mili- 
tated again.^t  uniformly  good  stands.  The  outturn  is  estimated 
roughly  at  21,000  hundredweight. 

[Previous  articles  on  the  snl).1cct  of  the  nnturnMndlso  industry  of  India 
npiM-iinnl  in  CoMiiKncE  Reports  for  Nov.  10,  1014;  Jan.  8  and  28  nnd  Oct.  11. 
1015.1 


TRADE  ACBOSS  BORDEB  BEACHES  SONOBA  MARKET. 

iron.cTil  Fnitorick  Simplcli,  Xognl^s.  Mexico,  Dec,  17,] 

A  safe  wny  to  handle  Sonora  trade  in  any  proven  line  is  to  estab- 
lish a  jobl>ing  house  in  one  of  the  American  border  towns,  and  fill 
oi-dors  prciu])tly,  for  cash. 

\o  automobile  agencies  exist  in  any  of  the  towns  of  northern 
S(mora.  The  use  of  automobiles  and  ti*ucks  is  confined  to  American 
miners  and  ranchers  and  ofl'cials  of  the  State  government.  Sparse 
])()l)uJation,  poverty,  and  bad  roads  are  the  three  main  reasons  why 
this  district  alFords  no  opening  for  automobile  agents.  Such  few 
as  buy  cars  merely  cross  the  line  to  Arizona  towns,  like  I)ouglas, 
Tucson,  or  Nogalcs,  where  many  agencies  ara  established. 
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IBABE  HETHODS  OF  FOREIGN  COUHTBIES  IN  BUSSIA. 

[Weekly  Bolletlii,  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Not.  22.] 

Germany,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United  States,  in  the  order 
named,  bein^  the  principal  countries  from  which  Russia  derives 
its  imports,  it  is  oi  interest  to  note  the  methods  used  by  each  to 
capture  the  trade  of  that  market 

German  manufacturers,  after  due  trial,  have  abandoned  the  prac- 
tice of  establishing  branch  houses  in  Bu^sia ;  it  proved  unprofitable. 
They  subsequently  developed  the  market  with  travelers,  who  cov- 
ered not  only  the  chief  cities,  like  Petrograd,  Moscow,  Riga,  Kief, 
Odessa,  Rostof-on-Don,  etc.,  but  also  the  larger  provincial  towns. 
These  travelers  carried  elaborate  collections  of  samples  of  a  wide 
range  of  articles,  often  representing  different  industries,  and,  above 
all,  catalogues  printed  in  Russian,  with  prices  in  Russian  currency. 
They  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Russian  port  or  frontier  station,  and  were  ready 
to  meet  the  provincial  wholesale  dealer  and  the  local  stores  by  quoting 
similar  terms  with  duty  paid  and,  if  pressed,  including  delivery 
at  the  local  station.  As  a  further  accommodation  they  conceded 
extended  credits  to  suit  the  individual  customer,  with  the  aid  of  the 
German  banks.  German  success  in  Russia  started  from  the  ability 
to  supply  cheap  articles  for  the  peasant  population;  but  they  were 
able,  through  the  circumstances  of  their  competition  and  their  clever 
adaptation  of  business  methods,  to  obtain  gradually  the  Russian 
market  for  better-class  articles. 

British  and  Amerloan  Methods. 

Twenty  years  ago  Great  Britain  practically  monopolized  the  Rus- 
sian market  for  manufactured  articles,  but  it  has  since  been  over- 
taken by  Germany,  owing  largely  to  the  latter  country's  more  gen- 
erous credit  terms.  Pro»^reys  was  also  hampered  by  ultriiconserva- 
tive  methods  of  busintvs  and  unwillingness  to  quote  in  Russian 
currency'  and  woiglits  and  measures  or  to  follow  the  German  example 
of  quoting  delivery  at  the  frontier  with  duty  paid.  It  is  said  that 
the  use  of  travelers  to  keep  in  touch  with  customers  was  neglected, 
and  that  British  manufacturers  declined  to  intrust  their  interests 
to  export  houses.  Thus  the  direct  business  because  limited  to  the 
largest  dealers  in  the  Russian  centers,  and  it  might  be  said  that 
the  business  Great  Britain  was  doing  in  Russia  until  recently  was 
due  largely  to  the  fact  that  British  goods  wer§  actually  demanded 
by  customers  rather  than  that  they  were  pushed.  Evidences  of  a 
change  in  tliis  resi)ect  are  now  at  hand. 

The  methods  employed  bv  United  States  manufacturers  have  boon 
one  of  the  two  following;  liither  to  appoint  a  sole  selling  agent  for 
Russia  and  Siberia  or  to  intrust  their  export  trade  to  exporting  houses 
in  the  United  States  and  Hamburg,  this  second  method  appearing  to 
be  more  in  favor.  United  States  manufacturers  have  obtained  better 
results  with  the  Hamburg  firms  tlian  with  those  in  the  United  States, 
because  the  former  worked  Russia  inteusively  with  travelers  along 
the  (ierman  lines.  For  the  Ani?ricnn  house  thus  relieved  of  Russian 
credit  risks,  the  business  was  easy  and  convenient,  but  it  was  neces- 
sarily of  restricted  proportions,  the  growth  of  which  the  manu- 
facturer could  not  inHuence.  Moreover,  the  advantage  was  not 
obtained  of  the  high  prices  in  Russia.    The  chief  concem  of  the 
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(iiM  nian  firm  was  to  ^ve  liis  liussian  cu-stomer  a  wide  choice  of  gcods 
from  Jill  countries,  and  ho  had  therefore  no  special  reason  to  push  the 
goods  of  any  i)articuhir  tirm.  Like  his  English  colleague,  the  United 
States  nianiifnctnrer  was  opposed  to  granting  long  credits. 

Summary  of  Possible  Trade  Uethods. 

The  possible  methods  open  to  manufactui-ers  proposing  to  share  in 
Russian  trade  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

(1)  liy  correspdn donee.  lUisiness  may  be  done  in  this  way,  but  it 
can  hardly  be  recommended  as  satisfactory.  Correspondence  would 
have  to  be  in  Kussian  or  French,  catalogues  printed  in  Russian  woukl 
be  indisjMfnsuble,  and  prices  would  have  to  be  quoted  in  rubles  c.  i.  f. 
Russian  port  or  on  railway  car,  i.  c.,  including  sea  freight  and  duty. 

(2)  Through  export  houses.  This  plan  of  action  is  of  interest 
only  to  the  manufacturer  who  wishes  to  avoid  the  risloi  and  trouble 
that  a  more  profitable  direct  business  would  involve. 

By  appointing  Russian  firms  as  agents.  This  is  tmdoubtedly 
a  much  more  satisfactory  plan  than  the  export  house,  because  the 
pi'ices  to  wholesalers  will  be  less  and  the  volume  of  business  will 
consequently  be  greater.   Agents  are  of  two  classes; 

(a)  Those  who  work  on  a  commission  basis,  some  of  whom  are 
ready  to  undertake  a  full  or  partial  guarantee  of  accounts  for  a  cor- 
responding additional  commission, 

(h)  Merchants  doing  a  wholesale  business  who  take  the  financial 
risk  and  quote  such  prices  as  they  think  necessary. 

There  are  many  sucli  agents  m  Russia.  Before  the  war  the  ma- 
jority of  tlie  more  desirable  already  repreaented  manufacturer;^  and 
were  not  free.  It  is  believed  that  now  the  difficulty  of  securing  suit- 
abk'  roprosciitatives  may  be  overcome,  though  many  of  the  best  agents, 
who  wore  of  (Jei-man  nationality,  have  left  the  country. 

(4)  Through  a  resident  representative  of  grouped  industries,  cor- 
related but  not  intercompetitive.  While  the  initial  expenditure  for 
such  a  it'presentative  would  be  largo,  by  being  shared  it  would  fall 
lightly  on  the  individual  firms  interested.  After  the  arrangements 
for  agencies  in  the  centers  had  been  made  and  Avere  in  working  order, 
a  jieriodical  supervision  at  longer  or  shorter  intervals  should  suftice. 
There  are  two  examples  of  this  method  in  Russia  that  are  working 
.<iatisfactorily — one  American  and  the  other  British.  The  former 
represents  a  combination  of  hardware  and  tool  manufacturers,  which 
included  at  tiie  outset  iiO  firms  and  has  since  been  increased  to  6'i. 
The  organization  is  financed  by  n  prominent  New  York  banking 
house,  through  which  all  payments  by  the  agents  in  Russia  are  made. 
A  rei)rcseutative  visits  annually  the  15  centers  at  which  the  "com- 
bino"  maintains  its  agents,  who  are  mainly  merchants  buying  on 
open  account  and  not  on  commission.  The  British  concern  handles 
general  machinery  and  maintains  its  own  local  representatives,  who 
arc  Russian-speaking  Englishmen  having  a  teclinical  knowledge  of 
engineering. 

Slstribntlon  of  Imports  In  Rnssla. 

The  distribution  of  imports  in  Russia  is  in  the  hands  of  two  or 
thi'ee  classes  of  wholesale  houses,  all  of  which  are  grouped  in  a  few 
of  the  chief  cities.  Moscow  is  preeminent  as  a  center  of  this  charac- 
ter and  handles  about  50  per  cent  of  Russian  imports.  The  general 
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character  of  the  imports  handled  by  Moscow  are  of  a  class  that 
appeals  to  a  peasant  market,  as  against  the  business  transacted  from 
Petrograd.  where  the  trade  is  of  a  high  standard  and  where  Govern- 
ment purchases  and  contracts  are  settled  for  the  whole  Empire.  The 
large  cities  have  wholesale  houses,  which  employ  travelers  to  work 
the  surrounding  Provinces.  The  orders  as  received  are  combined 
and  transferred  to  the  foreign  manufacturers  concerned,  the  mer- 
chants themselves  carrying  very  little  stock.  Wholesale  houses  in 
the  Provinces  are  few  in  number  and  of  relatively  small  account. 
The  wholesale  dealers  in  the  cities  sell  direct  to  the  provincial  retail- 
ers. The  selling  firms  belong  to  the  class  that  offer  exclusively  the 
goods  of  the  foreign  manufacturers  they  represent. 

Another  class  of  wholesalers  have  no  travelers  and  rely  upon  cata- 
logues; they  have  their  regular  clientele  throughout  the  Provinces, 
mainly  retailers,  who  effect  their  purchases  by  correi^ondmice  or  in 
person.  A  few  other  firms  have  branch  houses  in  different  towns  in 
Russia,  which  send  out  travelers  in  their  respective  districts,  but 
these  firms  specialize,  as  a  rule,  in  a  few  lines.  All  wholesalers  do  a 
large  retail  trade  with  users  of  goods,  such  as  factories,  railroads,  etc. 
Travelers  for  the  Provinces  carry  ample  collections  of  samples,  to- 
gether with  catalogues.  Their  catalogues  are  of  two  kinds;  some 
houses  issue  only  retail  catalogues  and  sell  at  the  prices  quoted,  less  a 
certain  discount,  whereas  others  issue  wholesale  catalogues  only  and 
sell  at  net  prices  to  provincial  dealers,  these  wholesale  catalogues 
I^ing  restricted  to  the  trade. 

The  Far  Eastern  business,  in  the  Transbaikal  and  Amur  regions, 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large  firms  with  headquarters  at  Vladivostok. 
It  is  a  specialized  business  not  touched  by  the  ordinary  Russian 
houses.  The  Vladivostok  firms  do  a  large  trade  with  their  magnifi- 
cent stores  and  well  organized  wholesale  departments,  sending  out 
travelers  who  cover  the  whole  of  the  Far  Ea;^.  Each  of  the  largest 
two  has  a  purchasing  house  in  Moscow,  and  one  has  also  a  house  in 
London.  Vladivostok  is  suggested  as  a  good  place  for  representation 
on  the  group  plan. 

OrantiBg  of  Credit  Neeessaiy. 

In  Russian  dealing  the  c|uestion  of  credit  is  of  great  importance 
and  calls  for  careful  investigation.  The  Russian  wholesaler  is  com- 
pelled to  allow  his  customer  credit  in  practically  all  lines,  sometimes 
for  as  much  as  12  months.  A  cash  payment  of  not  more  than  25  to 
30  per  cent  is  common.  In  many  cases,  however,  the  wholesaler  is 
satisfied  if  his  client  will  pay  railway  freight  and  expenses  to  desti- 
nation. Manufacturers  should  be  prepared  to  gi-ant  liberal  credits  to 
dealers — 3,  6,  9,  or  12  months,  according  to  the  ai-ticle  and  the  cus- 
tomer. Thus  the  foreign  manufacturer  is  asked  to  help  to  carry 
trade,  because  the  majority  of  the  wholesale  dealers  have  not  suffi- 
cient capital  to  pay  for  their  imports  until  the  ultimate  users  of  these 
goods,  in  the  main  the  peasant  consumers,  are  able  to  discharge  their 
obligations  to  the  retailer,  which  they  can  do  only  after  gathering 
the  crops.  As  has  been  seen,  the  German  houses  were  assisted  by 
the  cooperation  of  the  banlts  in  meeting  the  situation.  Careful  in- 
vestigation of  the  credit  position  of  wholesaler  is  of  unusual  impor- 
tance, even  in  the  case  of  large  buyers.  Commercial  law  in  Russia 
is  still  in  the  formative  stage;  the  recovery  of  debts  is  sUFrounded 
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with  difficulties,  and  procedure  in  Bussian  courts,  while  just  and 
sure,  is  slow.  A  good  <leal  may  be  effected,  however,  by  tactful 
pressure  and  compromise.  Sales  made  on  the  installment  plan  are 
considered  safe,  and  are  generally  adopted  in  the  case  of  machinery, 
which  re:nains  the  property  of  the  Tender  until  tlie  lest  cent  has  been 
paid. 

The  building  up  of  an  export  trade  is  at  best  a  slow  process,  but 
there  is  no  question  that  with  ordinary  caution  and  judgment  it 
should  be  possible  to  make  solid  connections  in  Russia  and  develop 
a  stable  and  profitable  business  for  some  of  the  many  lines  of  sup- 
plies that  are  indispensable  to  the  Hussian  people. 


AKEBICAH'  GLASS  IN  WALES. 

[VIre  Consal  Hamilton  C.  Clatbonie.  Swansea,  Dec.  8.] 

Owing  to  the  curtailment  of  continental  supplies  of  glass  a  brisk 
ti'ade  in  Aniei-ican  glassware  has  developed  recently.  Local  mer- 
chants speak  highly  of  the  careful  packing  of  American  glass  and 
ais()  report  that  the  quality  of  American  plate  glass  is  excellent,  and. 
although  the  sheet  glass  m  certain  instances  contains  more  defects 
than  the  Belgian,  it  is  fairly  satisfactory. 

There  is,  however,  considerable  dissatisfaction  over  the  methods  of 
payment  required  by  American  dealers,  and  several  Swansea  mer- 
cliants  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  recently  won  trade  in  American 
pliite  and  sheet  glass  will  immediately  revei*t  to  Belgium  at  the  end  of 
hostilities. 

It  appears  that  Belgian  dealers  allowed  three  months'  credit  or 
per  cent  cash  against  receipt  of  documents,  while  it  is  stated  that 
American  exporters  usually  require  whole  or  part  payment  at  the 
time  of  order,  which,  in  the  instances  under  observation,  amounted 
to  settlement  of  the  account  a  month  or  six  weeks  prior  to  tlie  receipt 
of  the  inorcliandise. 

British  dealers  are  willing  to  furnish  financial  references,  pay 
cash  ngainst  the  receipt  of  dcicuments,  and  a  small  premium  for  lonj; 
credits,  but  the  present  iisage  is  contrary  to  the  precedents  of  the 
trade  established  by  continental  dealers  and  will  hardly  prove  ade- 
quate to  I'etain  present  customers  when  normal  conditions  prevail. 


SWEDISH  COMHERCIAL  FBOaBESS  IN  RUSSIA. 

[CoiiKiil  O'-nernl  Ernisl  L.  Ilarrls,  Slockkolm,  Nov.  30.J 

There  are  nmnv  indications  that  Swedish  business  men  nvc  deter- 
mined to  utilize  the  pret^ent  situation  in  order  to  got  well  established 
in  linssin  as  soon  as  the  war  closes.  "With  this  object  in  view  a  Swed- 
ish newspaper  is  to  be  i>ublished  in  Petrograd,  as  well  as  an  earlv  es- 
tablishment of  a  Swedish  oiianiber  of  commerce.  A  short  time  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  1014  an  enterprising  firm  in  this  city 
started  the  publication  of  a  Russian  newsparwr  in  Stockholm.  It  is 
reported  that  a  committee  of  organization  for  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce in  Petrograd  has  already  been  named. 
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[Where  addresBcs  are  omitted  ther  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Biire»«  or  its  dlatriet 

oflloea.] 

Motor  (ntcfcs,  No.  19696. — Aq  American  consular  officer  In  Venezuela  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  Is  interested  In  motor  trucks  ot  from  1  to  2  tons 
capacity,  and  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  and  discounts.  Corre* 
spondence  may  be  in  En^rlish. 

Buttons,  No.  19097. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  China  states 
that  a  firm  <les!rcs  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers 
of  porcelain  buttons.  Only  c.  1.  f.  quotations  will  be  acc^ted.  Bank 
references  are  Riven. 

Machinery,  No.  19698. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  In  South  America  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  correspond  wltli  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  aerated  water  nuichtnery.  Agencies  for  several 
countries  are  desired.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English  or  Spanish,  and 
quotations  may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 

CorBctn  and  corset  covers.  No.  10699.— A  merchant  in  Denmark  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  manufacturers  uf  corsets  and  corset  covers.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English, 

Sulphate  of  copper,  zinc  wire,  iron  bars,  etc..  No.  19T00. — An  importing  agency 
In  Portugal  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  pur- 
chase sulphate  of  copiwr,  zinc  wire,  iron  bars  for  construction  purposes; 
Iron  wire  for  nails,  quebracho  extract,  liquid  or  solid;  iron  sheets,  refined 
sugar,  etc.  CatnlogTies  and  price  lists,  together  with  full  information,  are 
desired. 

Paper  bagg.  No.  19701. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports  that 
sanipli>s  of  paper  bags  of  various  sizes  and  qualities  are  desired.  Prices, 
c.  1.  f.  port  of  (k'stl nation,  should  l>e  quoted,  If  possible. 

Printing  ink,  pnptr,  stationery,  etc..  No.  19702. — A  represonfatlve  of  n  firm  In 
Brazil,  which  deals  In  metal  types  and  printing  machinery,  desires  to 
obtain  an  agency  for  manufactures  of  printing  ink,  printing  paper,  sta- 
tionery, metal  plates,  and  bronze  powder  for  engraving,  etc.  Bank  refer- 
ences are  given. 

Photographic  and  optical  goods,  tnrapping  paper,  tobacco.  No.  1970S. — A  firm  of 
commission  merchants  In  Itritlsh  Guiana  desires  to  be  phieed  in  communi- 
cation with  manufacturers  of  photographic  and  optical  goods,  wrapping 
pjil>er,  and  tobacco.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English  or  Spanish,  and 
prires  ([uotetl  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 

Moving-picture  ftlma,  No.  19704. — A  director  of  a  moving-picture  establishment 
in  tlie  Far  East  desires  to  purcha.se  second-hand  films  of  all  kinds.  Comic 
scenes  are  preferred.  Correspondence  in  French  la  preferred,  but  not 
essential. 

Heedlci,  No.  19705. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  China  states 
that  an  Importing  commission  house  desires  to  establish  commercial  rela- 
tions witi)  manufacturers  of  needles  in  sizes  1  to  12,  wltli  25  needles  in 
each  packet,  which  should  l>e  wrapped  In  tin  foil  with  brown  paper  on  the 
outside;  40  packets  to  a  bundle^  and  10  bundles  packed  In  air-tight  her- 
metically sealed  tins  with  26  tins  to  a  tinned-lined  case.  Only  c.  1.  f.  quo- 
tations will  be  accepted.  Bank  references  are  given. 

Machine  tools,  light  railtmy  locomotives,  motorcycles,  etc..  No.  19706. — A  com- 
mei-cinl  agent  of  tlie  bureau  reiMirts  that  a  firm  in  the  United  States  desires 
quotations  on  maclilne  tools,  light  railway  locomotives,  motoro'cles,  gas 
and  oil  engines,  hardware  of  all  d€«eriptlons,  ele<'trlcal  goods,  electrical 
machinery,  and  steel  and  iron  sections  for  a  firm  In  Siam. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 

Kew  York,  Boom  409  Vitited  States  Gnstomhoase ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
tTnited  States  Customhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Xoals,  402  Third 
XTational  Bank  Balldlng;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbernla  Bank  Balldlng;  San  Francisco,  S06  TTnited  States  Customhonse;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Xos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Vetroltf  Board  of  Gomffleroc;  PhUadeliihia,  Cliamber  of  Commerce. 
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FEOFOSAI£  FOE  OOVERNMENT  SUFFIIES  AND  CONSTBUGTIOH. 

r Corro^pondcncc  should  lie  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  epeclficatlons  can  amallr 
1)0  obtained  at  the  polnttt  where  the  k^mhIs  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  la  to  be  per- 
fonn(><).  ill  cases  where  the  time  limit  Ih  too  Bhort  to  permit  Brnu  to  rabmlt  tenders, 
thev  hihoiild  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  umiUug  iMa  of  KUcb  offlc«a  to  receive  notices  callinf 
fui-  future  KUpi>lle«  or-  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

tiui)l)lic8.  No.  2865. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recrtved  at  tho  office  of  the  Quar* 
teniiuster.  United  States  Army,  308  Guiubel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
until  January  4,  1016,  for  furui.sliing  and  delivering  prunes,  evaporated 
IK'iielies,  lard  substitute,  oleomargarine,  sirup,  breakfast  bacon,  cheese, 
U.  &  G.  coffee,  sugar<'ured  ham,  sales  lard,  Ilsterlne,  tapioca,  and  effervescait 
water. 

fiiirf/iral  imlnimcnts,  No.  2866. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Deiwt,  Unltctl  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  for 
runiishiiig  fliid  delivering  at  Waroliouse  "  D,"  Transport  Dock,  Fort  Mason, 
b(Hl.v  hot-air  apparatus,  Belz  No.  8N870,  equipped  with  gas  heaters;  electric 
ligltt  bath  cabinet,  wltli  mirrors  and  foot  warmer,  Betz  No.  9N2063;  and 
l>ack  table,  with  Tennessee  marble  top.  Betz  No.  0N(J93. 

Signal  Corpn  suppUet,  No.  2867. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  ot  the  office 
of  tiie  Chief  Signal  OlHcer,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
January  0,  1916,  for  furntslUng  telephones,  condensers,  connecting  plugs, 
niul  coiniilete  ringers. 

yiihsistcnve  fnipitlicit,  No.  28C8. — Sea1e<1  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  tbe  Popot  Qufirternmster,  United  States  Army,  115-123  Knst  Ontario 
Rtrot't.  Cliiciigo,  III.,  at  the  office  of  tlie  Dopot  Quartermaster,  United  States 
.Army,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  or  at  tlie  odicc  of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  United 
States  Army,  Omalia,  Ncbr.,  until  January  4.  1916.  for  furnishing  and  de- 
livering l>re(il:fast  bacon,  sugar-curetl  ham.  and  sales  lard. 

Cunslructir:}!  trork.  No.  2SG!). — Seale<l  proiwsals  will  be  receiviMl  at  the  office  of 
the  SniM-rvisIuK  ArHiitect,  Treasury  Depiirtuient,  Wastiinirton.  D.  C,  until 
Jaiuiary  81.  liflU,  for  tlie  construction  complete  of  the  surgeon's  and  attentl- 
nuts'  qunrteifi  and  a  morgue  for  the  United  States  Marine  Hopurftal.  Key 
West,  Fla.  Drawings  and  speclHcations  may  be  obtained  from  the  ctistodlaa 
of  the  site  at  l-Cey  AV(^t  or  fnnn  the  Supervising  Architect,  Woslilngton, 

Tin  mux  fttr  miU;  No.  2S70. — Sealed  proi>ojwila  will  be  received  at  tlie  office  of 
the  T.igtilliiin'^e  Tns]>cftor,  Tompkinsvllle.  N.  Y.,  for  the  purdiase  of  empty 
.'i-^alhai  rouiiii  tin  canf  in  wooden  boxes.  Further  Information  may  be 
liiid  on  «iii>Iii'atlt)n  to  tlie  al>ovo-nameil  office. 

K'tirtf  Itepartmcut  sujipUat,  No.  2871. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
T^urenn  of  Supplies  and  Afcoimts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C 
for  suiiplyin;.'  the  f(illo\ving.  Kirins  desiring  to  sulnnit  proposals  sbouki 
niiike  iiin>lir;itii>n  to  the  Bureau  of  Rnpplies  iiud  Aeeonnts,  giving  schedule 
munheis  ilc>:ir(vl:  Schedule  i)l.li2,  aeefyicne  and  oxygen  tanks  and  equip- 
ment; schedule  0363,  furnishing  and  erecting  passenger  and  freight  eleva- 
tor; schedule  9164.  flexible  metallic  liose,  'merchantable  spruce,  acid-proof 
stonewnn'.  etc.,  glass  nci<I  traps  and  tubes,  mineral  wool,  sheet  copijer.  and 
cfild-ilrawn  machinery  ste<fl;  s<he<lule 9t(i.">,  12-inch  iwwder  conveyor  hoists: 
scheifnle  1)1(!6.  ('lectricaUy  npenite<l  iee-eroam  freezers;  sciiedule  0107,  i»ort- 
id>Ie  ship  lighting  cable,  and  rhestnut  and  oiik  railroad  ties;  schedule  !)16S. 
clu'iiiiinl  siiuiHiing  lubes;  scheilule  9169,  pig  lead,  hot  roileil  or  forged  car- 
hon  steel,  spechil  eariton  steel,  niul  pure  kiktui  oil;  schednie  9170,  rubber 
In-e  Iiose,  plale-glnss  niiri-ors,  wrouglit  piiie,  32  and  30  Inrii  mattress  tickiiif:, 
steel  I)olts  and  nuts,  and  rod  coppt-r;  schtniule  9171,  paint  drier,  inuipUack 
In  oil,  white  lead  in  oil,  raw  ami  bolletl  linseed  oW,  aluminum  mixing 
varnish;  scho<luIe  9172,  steel  boiler  ttiltes,  sheet  brass,  and  castor  oil; 
scbeihde  9173,  pig  Iron;  schetlule  917-1,  candles,  niiiber  wasli  deck  hose, 
chrome  green  In  oil,  and  aluminum  paint ;  s<-hedule  9175,  portable  platform 
se:iles.  steel  cap  screws,  and  brass  machine  and  wootl  screws;  scbolnle 
!)17((.  engine-room  clocks,  anil  angle  and  gate  valves ;  schedule  9177,  accumn- 
hitor  punii'!^  and  am'ssorles ;  sehetluie  9178,  worm-geanige  chain  blocks; 
schetlule  9179,  ftirnlsiiing  and  installing  cold-storage  iusidation  (cork); 
st'htNlule  ;il8i>,  r2-ini-h  l>y  li-incli  emery  grinders,  handworkers'  lathes,  24- 
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Fiji  Islands   819 

SonOi  Africa.  ;.  780 

Ep-pt   832 

gold,  rolled,  India   ISO 

Fiji  Islands   319 

imitation,  East  Africa   440 

Fiji  Islands   3U 

India   431 

Burma   40 

mash  b^,  w«iHn^,  Asnce   810 

Nettia^di   94,30* 

Peru   040 

i«alandhnltatlon   im 

BpataL   48,1050 
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Fanbn  trade  opportnnlllM,  studs,  Unlttd 

Ktasdom   110 

toothricfS,  Hunt^ftry   Ill 

UnlM  KtDcdom   SU 

watches,  Russia   730 

wrist,  1  ranc«   321 

watches  and  clocKR,  Africa   111,431 

F()i  Islands   31B 

knlUlnR  and  knit  goods,  dovaa,  cotton, 

Bcaln             ......rr.....   603 

knltsoods,  Africa   SM 

Ari»ntfiia   1168 

PortuoU   3» 

knitted  Tmr.BwItMrlaiid   088 

sw«atfln,  Hwitzerland   447 

underwear,  Australia   SOD 

Netherlasda   408 

laces  and  embrotderj',  India   SI 

lacen,  <  hbm   010 

Italy   4H 

Unit«d  Ktosdom   OM 

Russia   UO 

laundries  and  suppUas,  macbliHry,  Ri»- 

Bla.   027 

iMther  ffoods,  Ar^-entlna.   100 

artlflclal  leather,  I'ortiiga)   OS 

bags,  Nflv  Zealand   880 

ba^  and  pociiet books,  wommi's, 

France   810 

belttaT,  machinery,  CTiile   808 

heH.1,  Netherlands   404 

Draill   1163 

card  cases  and  purses,  Peru   640 

Denmark   1101 

fancv,  b  n  land   306 

United  Kingdom   013 

Fiji  Islands   310 

handba-.'s  and  nurses,  Enrland. ...  30!),4fi3 

women's.  United  Kln!:dom.   431 

pecamold,  Imitation  leathw,  Spain. .  634 

upholster  ,  K  ranee   36g 

U^ts  and  11  :htfaiT,  candles.  East  Africa. .  704 
candle  mannracturbg  material,  Insu- 
lar >-03.se33icn   479 

electrl(^,cltv  InitaUatlons,  Peru   1136 

kerosene  biuiurs,  EnglaDd   335 

lamrs,  Africa   176,431 

automobile  and  motofoj  cle,  Nor- 

wav   784 

electric,  Brazil   6111 

China   611 

electric  banging  and  pOTtable, 

Peru   640 

pocket,  electrical,  Ensland   41S 

>rance   463 

Btraits  Settiemtnt   1056 

Uruguay   335 

lamps,  burners,  Rn'^lnnd   640 

ktfosene,  Portugal   70S 

lampoblmne' 8,  India   223 

Spain   479,672 

India.   176,222 

kerosene,  Chltu   510 

Netherlands   494 

Netherlands   634 

lighting  annaratus,  France.   1101 

gas  and  electric   1152 

e-selectrlc.  United  Kingdom...  611 
linen  anil  lin?n  goods,  Hn?ns,  Soutli 

America   896 

Itnen^oods,  ArfentlnB   1072 

Sweden   527 

linen  ^oods  and  tbread,  BnsU   382 

thr.'Bil,  Spain   1181 

South  Africa   611 

webhin?,  Canada   40t 

yam  and  thraad ,  Denmark   028 

linoleum  and  oilcloth,  linoleum,  Portugal  024 

oUcIoth,  Denmark   287 

Greece   669 

live  stocV,  cattle,  Colombia   912 

Honduras   110 

lumber  and  timber  prodneta,  bamboo, 

Braril   833 

Ktes,  for  pa'«tiire  fields   1138 

ndles,  broom,  Eiuland   308 

hardwood,  Brazil   saO 
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ing. Pern   lOM 
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red  gum   719 

Netherlands   170 

oars,  asb.  United  Kinedom   110 

packing  cases,  tln-llnKl  ,  lOM 

pea,OUlc   IIW 

Knttland   3tS 

pine,  Oregon,  French  Indo-China   4H 

white  and  rusMt,Belglan  Kongo.  1210 

wbita,  or  spruce,  Greece   41 

sticks,  c^ar-wooor  for  palnMnnk 

handles,  England.   1181 

timber,  Netherlands   470 

toothpicks,  wooden,  Uniguar   794 

wood,  for  minutacturing  oars,  Spain.  665 

wood  knobs,  England   913 

wood  pulp,  labile   1008 

wooden  spools,  Scotland   79t 

maeblnes  and  mscbin^ry,  aciJ,  dtrlc, 

manufuture,  Cuba   SSI 

•erated  wat?r.  South  America.   1279 

ait  comiH-fsJors,  South  Africa   15 

Argentina   5(2 

asbestos  f  ibrlc.  South  Africa   1136 

barrel  ti.'rtn?  apparatus,  Bradi   31 

boilerj,  Austrafta   414 

electric  plants,  Uruguay   SS5 

st?am,  st;el,  Canada   902 

Bolivia   IS9 

book  sewin-,  Dutch  East  InJl^   704 

borln;  holes  in  Ivory  buttons,  Ensland  034 

brick,  England   527 

manul  act  ur?,  Norway   301 

brl;k-makin^,  Spain   SJ3 

broom  sewing,  electric,  Lhile   1088 

brushes,  minulaeture,  Netherlands..  335 

butter  ContainTS,  United  Kingdom.  M 

button,  Uexioo   708 

button-miVing,  m<ta),  Spain   880 

cemmt,  Chile   1008 

cement  minufacture,  An^tralia   48 

chemical  and  physical,  Bnuil   190 

chemijts'  appliances,  India   335 

Chile  r.   387,81« 

cieanin?.  hiies,  sheepskins,  and  wool, 

Argentina   634 

coconut,  desi3C«t.<d,  Far  East   462 

coke  ovem.  South  America   6B2 

compressing  atr  in  mines,  Peru   8M 

confictignery,  AnstraUa   834 

conical  paper  tubes,  manulactore, 

England   48 

construction equirm'^nt.  Far  East...  219 

dm  products,  manufacture,  Braiil..  47 
corsn  eyeleting,  motor-driven,  United 

KInf dom   9!t 

corset  manulacture,  Chile   78 

cotton,  Jlussia   SIO 

cotton  spinning  and  weaving,  Spain.  688 

cotton  and  woolen  mills,  Ifeuoo   681 

crematory  ovens,  Sitabi   448 

device  to  prevent  pipes  from  treeiing, 

chue..:  .:??.   SU 

drainage  and  irrl^tlon.  transporta- 
tion of  earth,  bridge  connections, 

etc..  South  .\m Tic*   1348 

Dutch  East  Indies   570 

fgg  yolk  powder,  manufacture,  Far 

East   no 

electrical,  Slam    1270 

engines,  electric-driven,  India   076 

gas,  China   » 

gas  and  oil.  Slam   137* 

marine,  VfSfeniela.   570 

small  on  or  petrol,  United  King- 
dom  736 

st'>am,  Kon?o   334 

excavating,  Spain   463 

extracting  oil  from  seeds,  Braifl   i  O 

eyelet  bisertln?,  Spain   718 

fastening  m->tal  bands  on  wooden 

boxes,  Switierland   300 

filters,  water,  Netherlands   710 

fire  apparatus,  Costa  Rica   M4 

Ore-flghtliu  apparatus,  Unigiiar   S90 

HaafHDilll,  Pocnvil   1888 
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Fflnign  tnde  opportunities,  machines  and 

mocblnflrjr,  tmic-dryln;,  In-Jia   158 

hoi-if;,  blocKs,  and  trotley!>,  India. . .  M 

Ice-cream  fr^xers,  East  Afrloa   Ut 

InJIa   1088 

Ice-mablDK.  In  Jia   W 

Spain   334,610 

Ice-mi'.'ini;  and  rofri^eratfnK,  South 

A  Irlca,  Johinne5!bui^   620 

Ice  minufacture,  Porto  Rico   14 

India   128 

lnilfe-?leanln^.  United  Kingdom   filO 

knltlint-,  France  M6,«S4,8«) 

Portueal   072 

South  Africa   »B0 

labor-savlni! devices,  domwtie,  Eng- 
land   '.   752 

lathes,  rortiwal   « 

wood-tumlnc,  Russia.   447 

lead  pencil,  Mexico   1168 

lead  ml.  United  States   1199 

leather  stamping.  New  Zealand   7B 

looms,  ( hlna   463 

Uadaca«car   222 

mor^drlne  raanutactnn,  ^  nstmlla, ..  31 

mi\t"h  manufacture,  SoDtb  America.  191 

mlninp,  Far  East   806 

India,  Burma   ISO 

Spain   61(7 

mining  and  industrial,  (  bile.   ■'W 

mltine.  flberand  liass,  Ketheriands..  335 
mountings,  boiler  and  engine,  Kethef^ 

lands   380 

nails,  manufacture,  Braill   191 

newsTMper,  wrapping,  Netberianda.,  416 

Norway   78* 

oil.  castor,  extractor.  World   383 

oilwell-drillinE   1010 

porting,  automatic,  France,,.^   992 

palnts.j^lndlncrandmUlnF,^  anada.  150 

paint  spray.  United  Klncdom   12IS 

paper,  bOR.  and  box  maVlng,  Dutch 

East  Indies   704 

papw  bap,  South  Africa   672 

paperclip,  Tortucal   1184 

paper  mllb,  (  hlna   463 

peat,  distillation,  Kngland   012 

pencil  manufacture.  Russia   14 

perfiratlng,  Dutch  East  Indies   T04 

Philippines   527 

pneumatic  automobile  and  cycle  tires 

and  tubes,  Norway   784 

Portujjftl   208 

presses,  concrete  or  cement  roofing 

tile,  Aastralla   1072 

packinc.  Pern  ,   864 

pumps,  centritutra),  Spain   832 

electric,  Spain   1168 

India.   48 

Burma   16 

irrfcatlnt:,  China.   463 

steam,  (anada   902 

sw  eep,  Persia   960 

water,  electric,  i  anarv  Islands...  692 

pump  and  envinei',  Me^l'o   lOUl 

quinine  capsules  manufacture,  India.  190 

rofri-rerdtinr.  Spain  834,1U0 

refuse  utilidng,  Russia   447 

rice,  Braiil   3R3 

loUpr  bearing.  South  America   542 

Bassla   286 

sack,  co:Tee  and  sucar,  Mexico   1168 

salt,  manufocture,  DemnarV   382 

sen'iitlEing  pbotographie  paper  and 

flhna,  Spain   768 

Serbia   288 

sewing  (Tain  baps,  Ariientlna   6r4 

sawing  marines,  An^ntfna   719 

Canary  Islands   383 

France   78,992 

India   1088 

leather,  Sv.ltzerland   239 

Netherlands   78,560,608 

Rus«la   447,912,9(!0 

Veneiuela   576 

■0wliw    and    knitting  machines, 

Russia   415 

hand  kDittli^,  Russta   lUS 
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Foreign  tnde  opportunities,  machines  and 

tnachinery,  shipbuilding,  Kontay.  1216 

shuttle  blocVs,  (.  anada   848 

sawmill,  Far  East   1168 

small,  Francfe   223 

soda  fountains,  lUly   793 

Mda  water,  India.   100 

South  America   502 

Spain   14,470 

straw-envelopes  for  bottles.  South 

Africa   576 

stimip-pullint;   1136 

sugar,  Braill   10?4 

\eneiueta     676 

wrapping,  ( uba   300 

sugar  fa.lorles,  .Arijentina   350 

sugar  Industry,  Argentina   S68 

■  sugarlnrots  Areentina.   587 

sugar  mill,  Graill   OSS 

tuba   11S2 

su^r  plant,  Konduraa   300 

sugar  plantat  Ion,  / frka   832 

tannlr.f  yelherlands   502 

Soufh  America   158 

textllelndu^trv,  Fnfiland   1'33 

tin  box  ma'-tnc.  France   1050 

tin  can,  for  "brislinf,"  yornay   784 

turbines,  ca^it-iron,  steam  and  uater, 

Spain   419 

valves,  India.  Burma   176 

wasblng  and  moat  catting,  Russia...  960 

weaving,  Veroiucln   Ill 

weaving  of  ]u1e  cl^th  and  bags,  Co- 

lomLli   753 

well  drilling.  AVcst  Indies   1232 

winch,  Spain   462 

wlndhiK  sewing  thread  on  card- 

bonrd.  Franco   78 

windlasses  and  winches,  Canada   511 

windmills,  ( hlna   4t3 

wlndowshado,  manufacture,  Canada.  390 

wire,  covering,  Spain   463 

wooiiworklug,  France   736 

Mexico   864 

matches, -Africa   446,1008 

Costo  Rica   190 

materials  for  mamifacture.  South 

,*  merlca   191 

Metberlands   494 

maata  and  meit  products,  bacon,  Canary 

Islands   784 

Spain   1066 

beef,  Sweden  and  Netherlands   784 

bone^,  crushed,  India   537 

France   511 

canned,  Pcrlugal   834 

CoataRica   190 

lard, Canary  Islands  ,   784 

Guiina   367 

neutral,  Netherlands   463 

meat  packer,  agency,  Denmark   1136 

packing-house  prodricts,  Porto  Rico. .  C88 

pork,  fatback,  British  Ouiana   176 

sailed ,  Canary  Islands   207 

sheep  casings,  Siberia.   31 

steir In,  France   96 

tallows,  Italy   31 

West  Indies   351 

medical  and  surgical  supplies,  apparatus, 

Russia   511 

dental  supplies,  Braiil   510 

denial  and  surgical,  Ireland   880 

doctora'and  deotlsta'  sappliej,  Italy.  OS 

England   626 

Indlu   511 

Instruments,  Russia   511,040 

Italy   31 

laboratory  apparatus,  Spain   494 

meliral,  Russia   238,560 

oxygen  containers,  steel,  Italy   673 

sanltarv,  France   402 

surgical,  France   323 

Spain   404 

Sweden   143 

syringes,  hypodermic,  Ireland   880 

nickel-plated, repealing,  i-  nctind  1199 
trasses,  Franco,  Swliserlaod,  and  Bel- 
glum   900 
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Vantgn  trade  opportanitlM,  meUb  u>d  tnln- 
enls,  agatfl,  cornallm,  and  squaoM* 

rlne,  Swltierlaikl   79 

mlnmlnuni,  Norway   1W4 

alumlDum  foil,  Deninark   V28 

tub«,  Portuftal   *M 

Ttoltlng  cards,  Chile   719 

aluminum  and  metal  abeste,  Argan- 

tlna   U68 

■atlmooy.  Portugal   U 

asbasloa,  Bratll   78 

ban,  sheets,  tabes,  wfaas,  and  tin   

plalas,  Chile  

buixlte,IndU   48 

bia«,  Italy  

Portugal   WW3 

nlled  strips.  United  Kingdom.. .  463 

brass  sheets.  iDdU   222 

brass  trimmings,  Argentina   642 

brass  ware,  Dutch  East  Indies,  Java:  864 

bronse  powder,  Braafl   127V 

eopper,  Argentina   408 

¥ortu^  48.86,107a 

farromangaiHiM,    fanoalileoii,  and 

aluminum,  In  bars,  Spain   W 

galena,  India   W 

gold  leaf,  England   382 

India   898 

Kid  sheets,  for  gilding  silk.  Franc*..  736 

ditt   837 

iron  oxide,  India   48 

lead,  Portugal   48 

melala,  China   834 

Sweden   360 

white  for  watcbcases,  Swlti«rland  190 

wire,  Norway.....   1034 

metal  plates,  Brasil..".   1379 

nfca,South  Africa   9U 

mica  and  mica  splitting,  Turkey   944 

mica  and  wolfram,  Argwitlna.   1066 

oxldoofslnc,  BraxU   848 

sheets,  galvanind,  Chile.   387 

galvanised  and  black  oomuatad, 

^hlle   8B6 

met^l  for  making  buttons,  United 

Klnedom   608 

stoppers,  Scotland   M 

Bolphor,  Spain   304 

tlnrChlnarrr.   1136 

concentrates,  South  Africa   143 

containers,  Canada   367 

foil,  France   3S1 

for  soldering  parpaaes,Bnsll....  849 

leaded,  Norway   678 

tin  and  tin  plates,  Portti^   33* 

tincans,  France   1184 

tlnplato,  Argentina   1163 

BraiO   818 

Chhia   SS4 

Ouiana   S07 

PmtvMIAl  48,110 

tin  spoon,  Mexico   788 

tubes,  metal,  Canada   ill 

type,  casting,  bdfa   S90 

line,  corrugated,  Norway   lOt 

gal  vanued,  Africa   861 

platAs  andj>yroIuslt«,  Norwi^...  616 

sheets,  Chife   803 

meters,  electric,  Cblu   nS 

Russia   763,976 

Spi^   673 

electrlc-eurrcnt,  Netherlands   880 

Urugoay   335 

mlnesandnilninK,aivh]te,Narwiv....  676 

pnlverliea,  rlomy   SU) 

slroonhim,  BraiU   1186 

motors,  accessoriM,  Netherlands   880 

eUctrk!,  Cunry  Islands   699 

Spain  14,833 

tntornal  combustion  petmlenm,  Urn* 

piay   886- 

niarine,  Netherlands   414 

NethnrlandB   494 

rowboat,  India   6S9 

supplies,  Spain   763 

moving  pictures,  afmcy,  Ooiana   367 

IUnu,dnBmitasrvA,  Fangnay   1199 
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Fondn  tnde  (vpertonltks,  moving  plo- 

tures,  Greece   IM 

positive  and  negatha.  Italy   9(4 

aeocnd-band.  Far  East   1379 

madihKs,  India   118 

musical  bistraments,  acoardlcns,  Mada- 
gascar  on 

beUTtable,  Russia   673 

flutophtsip,  Scotland   466 

gramopbcnesj  Russia   OtO 

barmonlcas,  united  Kingdom   880 

harmonium  reeds,  Kngbnd   SM 

India.   IM8 

|dMiiogn4)h  records,  Soatfa  Anterka.  479 

triunographs,  Africa.   78 

pla&o  parts,  Argentina   1008 

Htaly   886 

Cos,  South  Africa.   637 
Ida   46 

strings,  Australia   47 

niy   315 

aeedtoe,  pins,  and  hooks  and  eyestrain.  116S 
crocbot  hooks,  Canada,  Nova  woUa.  996 

eyekits,  braas,  Spain   719 

nooks  and  eyes,  Brasll   im 

noodles,  China  381,  tS» 

cnikal,  starl  knltthig,  and  tewtaiK, 

Canada,  Nam  icSte  9I« 

Fianrc   189 

knitting  machine,  Spain   073 

United  Kingdom   tM 

knitting  and  aewlng,  France   3>l 

Portogal   fit 

Russia   169,415,447,116 

sewing  and  knitting  madifna, 

Srab   479 

NetterlBDds   78,307,10t,»a 

Norway  *...'...  446 

noreltiea,  advertising,  Argentina  190,1131 

England   415 

Inffla   19(8 

New  Zealand   666 

Russia   U9 

Swlturlaad  06,716 

aluminum  goods,  Norway   151 

alumlnom  visiting  cards,  (3dle   719 

Australia  47,UM 

bockles  and  (asteners,  Spain   7M 

Canada   71 

candlentfcks,  East  Africa   440, 7M 

Central  America   556 

China   46 

Colombia.   m 

Denmark   1U5 

doUs  and  toys,  England   m 

dress  shields,  I4etherlauda   6K 

England  75X,BI 

fancy  articles,  Europe   m 

tancy  goods,  Argentina   nt 

India.  3l,158,in 

Burma   46 

caoMS,  En^nd   M 

handbags,£Dgtand   M 

France  8B,r3 

househfdd,  Italy   m 

Italy   m 

)ol».  United  Kingdom   M 

maw  bags,  Peru  

metal,  stamped,  India   44S 

necklaces,  flower  bead,  Australia   m 

NeUierlands   w 

New  Zealand  880,1216 

nickel  goods,  England   w 

notions,  Brasll   U66 

France   M8 

i^raguay   iM 

Russia   411 

Siberia   m 

office,  Spain   m 

pookethooks.  New  Zealand   m 

KDSSia   M 

mvAuteners,  dress,  Bratfl   m 

dress,  China   ns 

&:;:::::::::::::::.«''SS 

Hatbiriaads   m 

Bossla  mil 

Bptta  :....4jSr 
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iprvefB,  lead,  bottm,  Canada   367 

taOira,  Argaulna   3M 

toys..'   1182 

Aostralla   7SS 

BmU   880 

Cuiada   1104 

Egypt     m 

England   380 

Fiwca   79,391 

India  31.237,1348 

Spain  3M,Sa6 

United  Kingdom   M 

toys  and  dolls,  Russia   SJ2 

toys  and  bair  oniamenta,  Spain   1056 

toys  and  trick  goods,  FIJI  Islands.. . .  319 

trunTRlngs,  dress.  United  Klncdmn..  034 

silk.C&lna   510 

oats,  British  Guiana   IIM 

ivory  nuts,  vegstable,  Italy   207 

peanuts.  South  Amortca   537 

ollsand  groases,  automobile,  Spain   673 

earth  for  bleaching  vegetable,  Spain. .  3S3 

gasoline,  Chile   31B 

gasoline  and  kerosene.Cbile   1072 

grease,  cart  pine,  Chile.   8B6 

for  soap  nunufoatara,  Cuba.   1168 

Italy   31 

wool,  Italy   1072 

South  Afrto*   8Ifl 

kerosene,  Greece   108ft 

oIls.BrasU   191 

Chile   810 

Costa  Rica   100 

cottonseed,  ArguUIna   608 

Brazil  78,191 

Guiana   307 

Netherlands   1332 

South  America   527 

edible ,  Sweden  and  Netberhmds.  784 

essential,  It^..   92S 

flsh.  sutnt,  and  stUntfne,  Franoe.  1040 

India   S38 

linseed,  raw,  p^.BrasIl   848 

lubrl:»tlng,  C^.  319,1072 

Portugal   334 

mineral,  Argentina   333 

olive,  Spain   804 

Tunis   272 

oils  and  naptha,  Chile   890 

oil  of  petltgraio,  Paraguay   108S 

oleo  oil  and  stock,  Netberlanda   463 
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Leather  lEooda,  l>eU,  larire.it,  sent  (o  Aifm- 

tina,  rnlled  states   803 

beltinf!,  demand,  .Vrcentlna   1085 

l.ee,  S.  T.  (consul,  f^an  Jose>,  commercial 
travelers,  samples  imported  by,  cna- 

toms  treatment   18S 

eonrertloner  ,  trade    620 

consular  isor- ,  rosiilti   1004 

ma ti,  door,  fllwr,  American, dnnand....  8M 

pai-kln",  fault  ,  AmeHran   1033 

sends,  flo-ver  and  ve'-etal  le,  demand   833 

shoe  nolishen,  AmerioHn.  demand   630 

legislation,  act,  trad  In [;-s tamp,  Seeth  e, 

Tanada   11« 

antMiimpInt*,  Canada,  Soutb  Africa,  and 

Australia   1 

beer,  production,  Austrla-IIunntr^'   403 

bills,  meat  fvor-s,  Oovemment  acuirlnrr, 
and  worters  comt  ensatlon,  Aus- 
tralia  SM 

ormnf xhi);  Department  of  Commerce, 

Nor*-av   1134 

rentals,  fl^chf,  Australia   1329 

boots  and  shoes,  tradn.  Austi^lla   411 

childran's  court,  establishment,}  roposed, 

Bfoln   1003 

oomranles,  }oint-stocV,  refutations  pro- 

posfd,  Arf^nthia   856 

decree,  affects  American  interests,  Cuba.  936 

foreicn-mone-, '  ul  a    963 

Oo\'emment  loans,  nitrate  Industry, 

fhile   1212 

oil,  IrTT-ortaiit,  Ve\ico   1016 

relie'  ini;  shl  ping  con;;estlon,  Italy, 

(Jenra . .    1153 

wheat  and  hread^  re~iilations,  Italy..  11J2 

duties,  restorattoi), '  ranee   337 

d.te^itufTs  companies,  regulation  law, 

Jai  an   772 

embart'o,  cotton  .-S^vftrerland   363 

cotton  cloth.  Rncland   365 

derren-ie  and  suspension,  France   689 

embargo  list,  addition?,  Denmark   865 

England   545 

France   86B 

Netherlands   577 

United  Kingdom   353 

diances.  Eni'lond  S.S3, 1073, 1191 

Netherlands   945 

T'niied  Kln^^dom   336 

on  butter.  France   1^ 

callskln.s.  Russia   195 

fur,  propo^  mod  meat  Ion Russia. .  134 

removed,  Ru-ssla   657 

hay,  I  anada   1185 

kldsMns.  France   S85,SS1 

lojiwoo-l.  Ilrithh  Hondaro'!   J041 

exportitlons,  InmaW   961,1217 

sardines  In  cil.  and  rubber  cement, 

Nonvav   1185 

tomato  pa'ite,  mo  lillralion.  Italy   2H9 

renilailons,  Itiui^ia  '   728 

export  do'larallon.  aid  (iimi.'Oied  by  St. 

Louis  o  lice,  nnite<i  Slates   1149 

declaration  and  procedure,  amend- 

menta,  T'nfted  States   9:9,1090 

licenses.  EnL-land   3S6 

procedure,  ret-idatlons.  United  States  756 

restrictions.  Netherlands   99 


LeglsUtioa,  foodstulb,  duty  free.  Ifexln ....  SU 

Income^ax.  .Australia  130,419 

labor  law,  new,  PortuKal   set 

lav,  estudt-duiunt,  nmtttal-beneat  In- 

simnce  in  sfteols,  Italy   lis 

labor,  eifditjionr,  passed,  Umtauy . .  1161 
pntectlon  of  seamen,  enfoFconent, 

United  States   m 

Mboolhonso  .-lanitatlon,  UnHedSUtaa  SB 

tariff,  revision,  rortucal    Ulll 

■•vying  law,  on  exports,  Peru   Mt 

license,  optical-instnniwnt,  trede,  Eng- 
land....".  11S8 

mlniniclaw,  Brazil   OS 

moratorltmi  detree.  new,  Russia   5M) 

moratorium  law  extension,  Nicara^ta. . .  SO 
motor  vehicle  equipment,  nqniremenls, 

law,  Curacao   SOD 

navi^lon  laws.  United  States   310 

oils,  drlllfnp-decm,  Uexlro.   331 

referendum  pnpoial,  abandoned,  Aus- 
tralia .„......!   aH 

renbi.  dwelUmts,  law,  Australia   333 

nad  Improvement  ( anada,  Ontario   187 

savings  and  loan  fund  law,  government, 

Salx-adw   721 

seamen's  act,  lanmaf^  test.  United  Slates  4S3 

section  13,  United  States   lOH 

Alps,  coasting  laws,  not  raspended,  Can- 
ada  OO 

national,  transfer  to  fcrelcncn,  law, 

British,  German.and  Austrian   5B1 

special.  Uniguav   301 

wortmen's  compensation.  United  States.  12n 
Leonard,  W.  A.  (consul,  ( okonbo),  trade  re- 
view, Ceylon,  exports  to  United 

States   S» 

axports  to  United  States,  statlstlei. .  •» 
I<esplnat>e,  A .  J.  (consul,  Fmnten),  flood. 

damace.  Tabasco   SU 

Letcher,  Uarlon  (conml,  f  hlfanabna).  power 

andpcwerplants,bydroeleotrlc  completed.  9» 
Libya,  barlev  and  oil,  cottonseed,  American, 

needed,  Tripoli   SM 

consular  wort-,  and  trade  opportunities. 

resulf.  Triroll   921 

flour  mill,  comtruction   8B 

hall,  storm,  damafre.  Triroll    9E3 

linotype  mschlre.  Amoiran,  Tripoli   307 

ships  and  shippinc,  routes  for  exports, 

.American  lacv  of  Vnowledra   Stt 

trade  opponunltles,  results,  Triroll   421 

Ll^tbouses,  materials  for,  contract  awarded. 

Xava.^  Island  S41,33S 

Ren-ice.  annual  report.  United  States   IMl 

tenden  will  have  (4iarts,  United  States..  tO 
Ll^ts  and  liihtinp,  companies,  organLfd, 

Venezuela   444 

dectric.lnstallatlon.uopoeed,  Australia.  730 

iminlclr«l,  (  anada.  ( alcarj-   M 

Vene'Uela,  Barcelona   3fl 

electric  plants.  China,  TsiniAau   53& 

gas,  consumption,  Fn^land,  Leeds.   544 

natural,  experiment  with.  United 

Stales   lU 

cas  ll>rhters,  Spain     714 

lamps,  imports.  Latin  .^merlcn   281 

tiaasformen,  American,  Installed,  South 

Africa   Sm 

Linen  andlinm  poods.lincn, Industry,  c«r.t  us 

statistics,  Spain   876 

trade,  Jipan   SU 

Scotland,  Flte^hire   417 

Linnen,I.K.(virecomul,rrinceRureTt).dr>- 

doclr,  floatinp,  tested    516 

fl.sh  and  ftsherles.  catrh,  American   401 

Linoleum  and  oilcloth,  trade,  increase.  United 

Slates   SU 

Llstoe,  S.  (consul  cenml,  Rollerdfm),  har- 
bors and  docVs,  drydoct;,  automatic. 173 

Improvements,  proposed   1(65 

Live  stock,  cattle,  <  falnesc,  T'hilii  pines   •(& 

exports,  statistics.  <  ansda   77 

fair,  statMics,  prires,  Sfaiii.  Seville  .  G8> 

industry,  I  olcmbia   915 

mlsiDF.  Far^-uav   426 

exports  to  Phnipplnr?,  <  hira.  Hand  onr-  571 
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Live  stock,  farm  tnlnub,  statistics,  Fnuicc..  416 

eoat,  railing,  Oovemment  aid,  Chile   1136 

nog  raisiag,  Industry,  devdopment,  pnn 

posed,  I  uba   lOSfl 

ho^,  stock,  United  States   168 

pliie,  prices,  8p«ln   3U 

sheep,  raising,  Japan   SH 

statistics,  Argentina   1157 

Slam   461 

stosk  raisen.  list,  in  publication,  BnzU..  8S7 
Stt  aUo  Agriculture. 
Loop,  C.  R.  (consul,  Hamilton},  dairies,  sup. 
piles,  and  products.  Industry,  eftect  of 

tourist  chances   10B3 

nu>del ,  construction,  propwd   1233 

lumber,  trade  and  demand   983 

motors,  detachable,  rowboat   58 

oils,  lubricating,  trade   746 

picture  molding,  urder  placed   654 

potatoes,  soed,  regulations,  Bermuda....  215 
sbipii  and  shipping,  service,  special,  Ave 

months.  Now  York  to  Bermuda   1043 

tenns  of  credit,  agricultural   fil4 

Lough.  W.  II.  (special  agent),  chart,  exctaaage 

fluctuations,  (  bile   1027 

conferences  with  special  agent,  banlnrs, 

United  States   SIB 

Ixnre,  E.  L.  (vice  consul,  Puerto  PlaU), 

baima  oompany  suspends  business   210 

Lowrie,  W.  L.  (consul  lenenl,  IfiBbm), 

budgets,  Oovemment   436 

ooal,  trade  and  prices   231 

oonstniotlon  work,  Uadetra.   166 

barbws  and  docia,  fmiHwements,  looa 

lor  :   56 

importers,  rice,  Ibt  of   1143 

labor  law,  new   557 

loan,  Qovenuient,  for  improvementB   166 

lumber,  American  trade   366 

photographic  supplies,  demand   473 

post  cards,  picture,  trade   637 

trade  extension,  liindrances  to  American, 

and  consular  work,  results   120B 

trade  opportunities,  results   1021 

trade  review,  Portugal,  imports  from 

United  States   U 

trawlers,  sale  forbidden   113 

vintage   ISO 

Lomlier  and  timber  products.  American,  de- 
mand, China   407 

Greece   127 

balsa  wood,  exportation,  development, 

Costa  Rica;  Port  Llmon   1093 

boorow  wood,  industry  and  trade,  So- 
ciety Islands   1196 

cases,  fruit,  sizes  reciuired,  Australia   1373 

dealers,  conferences  with  commercial 

agent.  United  States   436 

handles,  broom,  and  doth  rollers,  Scot- 
land, Olasgow   148 

industry  and  trade,  Canada,  British  Col- 
umbia  455,858 

lumber,  American,  demand,  Australia. . .  1075 

Portugal   368 

export  facilities,  improved,  United 

States   1041 

opportunities,  American,  Italy   840 

tmde  and  demand,  Bermuda   623 

sash  and  doors,  Italy   418 

sawmllling,  American,  Bahama  Islands  .  603 

tallowwood  tree,  Australia,  Winghan...  171 

tannin  woods,  Pan^uay   236 

teak  wood,  Indtutnr,  Siam  and  Indo- 

Chtoa   647 

timber,  areas,  estimated,  Canada   1 IM 

venetss,  trade,  Bracll   378 

wood,  mdust^,  exports  and  trade,  sta- 
tistics, Braid   1174 

wood-pulp,  company,  organlied,  and 

factory,  construction.  Japan   1139 

industry,  conditions,  Tasmania   889 

world   795 

Industry  and  production,  Russia. ...  794 

woodworking  Industry,  China,  Antung . .  606 

McCunn,  J.  N.  (consul,  Glasgow),  dairies, 
supplies,  and  products.  Industry  and 

trade  eftect  of  war   713 

■aoitallon  department,  report   569 

wire,  BtltdUng,  no  scarcity   933 


PBfe. 

Ifaddnes  and  machinery,  boilers.  Imports, 

Increased,  India,  Burma   431 

cane.cuttin2,  moving-picture  demonstra- 
tion, Australia   783 

cement,  American,  demand,  Italy   1198 

com  products,  manufacturing,  Soutli 

Africa   914 

cotton  apparatus,  Russia   118 

cranes,  demand,  Argentina   1085 

dairy,  and  supplies,  Bermuda,  ITamllton.  1333 
decorticating,  for  tests,  American,  de- 
mand, BraslI   883 

engine,  Diesel,  demonstration,  San  Fran- 
cisco Exposition,  United  States   797 

electric  driven,  American,  demand, 

India,  Karacfd   IIIJ 

ice-cream  freezers,  trade  and  demand, 

Russia   980 

labor-saving,  demand.  New  Zealand   1025 

mining,  opportunities,  American,  Spain.  1337 

peanut  roasters,  demuid,  Brazil   554 

sewing  machines,  American,  demand, 

India,  Burma   758 

Siberia   H2 

sounding  machines,  steam,  for  Cout  Sur- 
vey vesseb,  United  States   90S 

spindles,  cotton,  statistics,  Japaa   OSl 

sugar,  Am«-ican,  demand,  Arisentbia. . . .  1082 

demand,  Honduras   IISO 

Philippines   1« 

gurchased,  Barbados   710 
e,  cloth-wearing  quality,  England, 

Bradford  677 

tide-predictbig.  United  States   503 

vending  and  weighing,  use  of,  Canada....  638 
Bee  otto  Electrical  apparatus:  Roads  and 
road  machinery. 
Madagascar,  accordions,  demand  and  Im- 
ports  1323 

precious  stones.  Industry  and  trade   906 

tanning  materials,  mangrove  bark,  pro- 
duction  486 

trade  review,  exports  and  Imports,  sta- 
tistics, six  months   1173 

Ibhln,  F.  W.  (consul,  Amsterdam),  bank, 
and  railway  station,  improvemeuto, 

and  hotel  construction   SS3 

coffee,  trade   17 

flsb  and  fisheries,  industry,  trawlers, 

Ymuldan   IflD 

fruit,  crops   81 

hotels  and  summer  resorts,  effect  of  war.'  864 

labor  and  wages,  unemployment   176 

nation^  wealUi,  Increased   879 

peat,  hidustry   711 

rublmr,  production,  increased   037 

ships,  Potsdam,  high  price  paid   VS7 

toba(»x>  and  products,  prices   683 

trade  extension,  opportunities,  Ameri- 
can, Dutch  Fast  Imiles   682 

trade  notes   213,676 

trade  review  exports  to  United  States, 

three  months   618 

Malay  Peninsala,  construction  work   279 

rubber,  production   642 

Manchuria,  coal,  deposits   146 

industrliit  development,  conditions   920 

lands.  leasing   91 

parcel-post,  development   573 

power  and  newer  planti,  electric,  oon- 

stniction,  British,  proposed   977 

railways,  construction   440 

stition.  Improvements,  Japanese ....  125 

soya-bean,  industry,  Dairen   1133 

Industry  and  trade   518 

telegraphy,  s^'slem,  Slnu-Japanese   113 

terms  of  credit,  American,  obstacles  to 

trade,  Harbin   766 

trade  notes   347 

tramway  construction,  proposed,  Har- 
bin  731 

elwtrlc,  conces.slon   165 

university,  new,  proposed   II56 

Uanning,  1.  .\.  (consul,  Itnmndiiill.i),  )>ank3 

anrl  bnnking.caj  ital,  sl.ili-tlcs   1007 

cattle,  hdustry   916 

peiroleiim,  deposits   937 

Mitways.  route,  survev   966 

road,  carl,  const  rtirtl^n,  pr>pos«l   962 
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Mamfleld,  R.  E.  (consul  central,  VaDCOuver), 
elevator,  eraln,  Oovenunent,  construc- 
tion r.   noo 

rerries,  car,  construction  and  railways, 
service,  stations,  and  proBperlty,  Brit- 
ish Columbia   126* 

naln,  production,  astlmate,  and  hui- 

dllnp:.   1100 

Industrial  development,  oondllions,  Brit- 
ish Columbia  -  807 

subsidies,  Ooveniment,  for  sgrlcultuni 

purposes   776 

Maps  and  charts,  chart,  exchange  fluctuft- 

tlons,  Chile   «>27 

lighthouse  tendws  will  have,  United 

States   161 

survev, lopost offices, United  States.  628 

Kuskokwim  River,  Alaska   787 

magnetic  survey,  results.  United  Stat«s. .  326 
map,  railway  construction,  Russia,  Pet- 

rogadtoKola  -■  971 

wfre-drag,  rtsulte,  Narragansett  Day  and 

Y.est  River,  United  SUtea   B15 

Uarsh,  O.  O.  (consul,  Ottawa),  customs  offi- 
cer, at  New  York,  proposed   902 

herring.  Industry  and  trade   o4S 

home  tndustrfee,  Made-ln-Canada  goods. .  Ml 
macfaiofls  and  machinery,  vending  and 

weighing,  use  of   523 

milking  machines,  demand   1017 

newsprint  and  pulp,  exports,  August —  1087 

rope  fire  escapes   778 

•alt,  production   602 

shoe  nlacking,  trade   3^ 

staves,  alcohol,  demand   775 

street-cleaning  equipment,  Ottawa   436 

Uartiu,  C.  W.  (consul,  Bridgetown),  sugar, 

machinery,  purchased   710 

Uarye,  G.  T.  (ambassador,  Petrograd),  trade 

review,  United  StaUa  with  Russia   487 

MHtCTSon,  W.  W.  (consul,  Durban),  datrks, 

m^Iies,  and  prodncla,  Industry,  Nsp  ^^^^ 

motorcvcies,  American,  demand   837 

trade  review,  Natal,  exports  and  im- 
ports, fi  months   749 

Hat^es,  A  merican  donuid  for,  Japan   9)8 

Industry,  condition,  Sweden   IMS 

shortage,  France   1131 

trade,  CoHta  Rica   831 

Haynard,  Lester  (consul.  Amoy),  trade  ex- 
tension, consular  work,  results   J72 

trade  opportunities,  t«su1Is   690 

trade  review,  6  months   108 

Meats  and  meat  products,  beel,  industry  and 

trade.  South  Africa   470 

Jerked,  lndu.itry,  Brasil   64 

supply,  Philippines   30 

bones, utilliat ion,  Kngland,  Nottingham- 
shire  853 

chilled,  exports  to  Philippines,  China, 

Hongkong   671 

consumption,  Argentina,  Ruenos  Aires..  43 

exports.  Slam   461 

frosen,  regulations,  France   177 

industry,  liraBil   64 

'    municipal,  Austria,  Prague.   102 

pork,  satr,  American,  consumption,  Den. 

mark   1067 

production.  New  Zealand   349 

Medical  and  snrglral  supplies,  catalogaes, 

wanted,  Brwil   157 

China   328 

dental  suppliers,  demand,  Brazil   1238 

moss,  sphagnum,  uses,  world   QIS 

Uemminger,    Lucien    (consul,  Uadiss), 

cement,  lmporl.<<,  statistics,  6  months. .  1146 

eold,  Industry  and  production,  Kolar....  791 

indigo,  production  area   1374 

production,  and  trade   151 

metal  leaf  and  bronn  powder,  A  merican, 

demand   1IC6 

mica,  industiT   380 

power  and  power  plants,  electric,  devel- 
opment  534 

Msame  seed,  crop  and  uses   416 


Memminger,  Laden  (consul,  Uadnal.senme 

•ndpeanut.BnaseedcrushtaiKilndnstry  1030 

sugar  cane,  cultU-ation  and  industry   406 

trade  notes  -  H4 

waterworks,  constnict  Ion   290,441 

Uetals  and  mineraii,  aluminum  foil,  produc- 
tion. United  SUtes,  New  Jersey   581,606 

antimony,  production,  Honduras   1054 

antimony  mining,  revl\-ed,  Japan   521 

boxes,  candy,  friction  top,  Far  East   10 

bronze,  annealed,  experiments.  United 

States   453 

tests,  United  States   40J 

bronxe  powder  and  powder  of  alnmimim, 

manufacture,  France   SS5 

confectionery,    containers,   tin.  Casta 

Rica   430 

Hetals  and  minemls,  copper,  inrowls  and 

exports,  1  week,  united  States...  53,164. 

295, 370, 567,580, 675, 7W, 
m,  »73.  1061,  lies.  1221 

Industry  and  trade,  Swedoi   331 

mining.  Government,  China   114 

prodnction,  Cyprus   26S 

Russia   69 

crrolite,  industrv.  Greenland   477 

gold,  deposits,  discovery,  Canada,  Win- 
nipeg  MB 

exports  and  imports,  NoTSmber, 

United  States   Utt 

holdings,  Increased,  Ji^Mm   719 

Imports,  Switzerland   309 

Industry   and   productlan,  lodls, 

Kolar.  -   751 

production  and  Industry,  South  Af- 
rica  a» 

gold  and  silver,  exports,  Japan,  Yoko- 

bama   387 

Incots,  tests,  Gownment  aids.  United 

Stales.....   « 

Invar,  production.  Untied  States   1019 

lead,  tnde,  China,  Hongk<mg   3tt 

manganese  ore,  industry,  Russia.   IVO 

meroury,  prices,  Spain   417 

metal  leaf  and  bronte  powder,  AnurtaD, 

demand,  India   IIM 

metals,  scrap,  exports,  Brazil   UB 

mlca,amber,flnesplit,  value,  Csnada....  U> 

industry,  India.   99 

mo^Moium  and  tungstm,  deposlta,  ^ 

monaslte,  development,  litdia   614 

platinum,  deposits,  disoovMT,  Spain   909 

mining,  concessions  granted  to  fer- 

eigiws,  Spain   10S7 

.  rices,  VnitedStates   IS» 

[uetlDii,  Cmada,  BrlUUi  CotumUa...  807 

India...  -   UNO 

SouttiAMca   2» 

quicksilver,  Prices,  United  States.   m 

production  and  Industry,  effect  of 

war,  United  States   1« 

trade ,  China,  HtmgkcoK   181 

radium,  productlim  and  fnvesticatioos. 

United  States   719 

resources.  South  AMea   678 

salt,  production,  Canada   Ml 

United  States   m 

rock,  OToductlon,  United  Slates   IS 

saltpetar,ChIle,prices,whoIesale,Netber- 

lands   IM 

silver ,  prices,  and  mining,  Canada   179 

sulfur.  Industry,  revival,  Japan   4M 

tin  boiler  plugs,  oxidation  of  fUsihIe,  fn- 

%'eBtIgatbDS,  United  States   U 

tlnore,smeItlngInUDitedStates,Cblle..  WT 

trade,oonditions,  effect  of  war,  J^MDi.. . .  il9 

tungsten,  de\-elopmen  t ,  BraiU   M 

Elne,proanctlon,  Cennany,  Brsslan   B 

renning,  Canada   OS 

See  alto  Mines  and  mining;  Iron  aiMlatieeL 

Meteorology,  drought,afTects,  South  Atrka..  817 

flood,  damage,  Mexico,  Tabaseo   5tl 

bBll,storm,  damage,  Lit^,TrIpalt.   W 

signals, flag,  Japan   4a 

Mexico,  arms  and  ammunition,  import  rani- 

■lations from  United  Statca.   m 
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Uezico.ooni,deniBiid,8«iLiiiBPotofll   4S3 

cnwflsb,  catch   640 

deone,  oil,  Important   lOlfl 

flood ,  damaxe.  Tabasco                  —  £13 

foodatulTs.duiT  tree   341 

mining,  Industry,  resumption  of  work, 

prospects   1211 

oil,  developmrat  and  trade   691 

Industrr,  and   exports,  to  Unitad 

States   1271 

petroleum,  production  and  trade   324 

pomr  and  power  plants,  hydnwlectrfe, 

completed   974 

railways,  service,  Irregular   876 

traSlc,  resumption,  and  conditions, 

Improved  1222 

ships  and  shtppins,  lines,  new,  to  United 

States   562 

mail  service,  Acspuloo   548 

stores,  thieves'  mark«t,San  Luis  Potosl..  633 

trade,  conditions,  improved ,  Coahulla. ...  663 

trade  extension,  nutnods,  Sonora   1274 

Miller,  R.  8.  (oonml  genefal,  Seoul),  apples, 

•xports  to  Australia  —  323 

oonstfoctlon  work,  Qensan   440 

ootton,crop   325 

«XDo8ltlons,lndu8trlal,oompetltlTe   491 

Inwttai,    enterprise,  ezpwuUturea, 

oieteon)lo«lGai  s^iato,  flag   45B 

rloe,  crops.  Chosen   326 

ICUntr,  J.  B.  (consul,  Calais),  lace,  prlees,  In- 

creased.  -   «U 

trade  review,  exports  to  United  States, 

statistlcs,3  months   947 

Minerals.  See  M^tsb  and  minerals. 

Mines  and  mining,  assay  oflloe,  aotlvftles, 

Canada,  Vanoouvor   808 

Industry,  condltLins,  Canada,  British 

Columbia   807 

South  Africa   266 

Spain,  Catalonia   424 

lead  mine,  American,  Canada   490 

mining.  Industry,  conditions,  Spain   1236 

resumption    of    work,  prospects, 

Mexico   1211 

nitrate.productlon.Smonths,  Chile   600 

on,  fndustrT,condItlon3,<'aiMda,  British 

Columbia   SIS 

fwoduotlon, South  Africa   24 

Monaoo,harbors  and  docks,  tacUitlta   1144 

Monaghan,  J.  C.  (consul,  Kingston),  trade  ex- 
tension, opportunities,  American   1002 

Monopolies,  alcohol,  proposed,  France.   97 

ships  and  shipping,  lines,  itptn   486 

tobacco,  luiv   472 

Moorhead,  H.  k.  (consul,  l^angoon),  adver- 
tising, American  trade,  consular  work..  88 

boilers,  imports,  increased,  Burma   631 

pianos,  demand,  Burma   528 

sewing  machines,  American,  demand, 

Burma   758 

trade  extension,  consular  work   68 

woolen  goods,  imports,  Burma   1154  1 

Morgan,  £.  V.  (American  amboasador,  1  io  i 
de  Janeiro),  coal,  experiments,  results,  ef-  I 

tect  of  war   524 

Morgan,  H.  H.  (consul  general,  Hamburg), 

trade  rerlew,  exports  to  I'nftedStatM   632 

Morris,!.  H.  (American  minister,  Stockholm), 

•xdungerate,  Danish  bllls,lnoreased..  1195 

explosives,  manubcture,  for  shelb   S7G 

ships  and  shipping,  lines,  new  Swedish- 
American   721 

trans-Atlantic,  Swedlsb-Am«l- 

can   625 

Morton,  William  (vice  consul,  Harbin),  tram- 
way, oonstruotlon,  OToposed   781 

Uom.  C.  K.  (consul,  Harbin),  coal,  deposits, 

Manchuria....  ........r....!  148 

power  and  power  plants,  electric,  oon- 

stnictfon,Brltbb,propMed   977 

rallwavs,  street,  and  power  plant,  elec- 
tric, construction,  proposed   lO.W 

trade  notes,  Manchuria   347 

trunways,   electric,   ooncessIoD,  l^n- 

churla   166 
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Motor  boats,  laundied,  Nethtflands   KM 

lines,  Penmark   137 

Motors,  detachable  rowboat,  Bermuda   68 

outboard  (detachable),  American,  de- 
mand, China  '.   806 

Moving  pictures,  advertising  slides,  Ger- 
many  317 

Colombia   &S7 

films  A  merican ,  Ibrelgn  titles,  Forto  Rloo 

and  Cuba   927 

fisheries  bureau  workers,  results  on  films, 

United  State-s   755 

Industry,  Honduras   1171 

situation,  Costa  Rica   814 

trade  extension,  aid  to,  Bolivia   690 

Municipal  enterprisea,  bathhouses,  public, 

model,  construction,  Enrland,  Bristol.  571 
oonstnictfon  work,  Canada,  Vancouver 

•  Island   430 

crematory,  Itorty-afib,  Oermany   208 

devetopments,  china,  Peking   327 

drainage  system.  Chosen,  Seoul   441 

Impnvements,  apMOpriatlons  for,  Spain, 

Seville.,..^...   » 

foan  for,  Portugal   lOB 

Juvenile  employment  bureau,  England, 

Bndford.r:   744 

public  utilities,  Argentina,  Rosarlo   106 

municipal  ownership,  Canada,  Ed- 
monton  140 

ownership,  Canada,  Caljpuy   664 

sanitation  department,  report,  Scotland, 

Glasgow   069 

sewerace  system.  Installation,  South  Af- 
rica, Port  Elttabelh   585 

mter,  supply,  Spain,  MaAld   660 

waterworks,  i  anads,  Calgarjr.   664 

Edmonton   140 

Improvements,  Ecuador   279 

recommended,  Canada   53 

new,  Nlfcerls,  LafTOS   388 

See  aito  Harbors  and  docks;  Building 
operations;  Public  works. 
Murphy.  G.  U.  (consul  general,  Cape  Town), 
cotton  goods.  Imports,  statistics,  6 

months   1108 

trade  extension,  methods,  with  United 

States   1009 

Musical  instruments,  accordions,  demand 

and  Imports,  Madagascar   1223 

demand,  wales   1020 

oxporU,  United  States   148 

pbonograph^,  trade.  Straits  Settlements,  go 

platuB,  demand,  India,  Burma   528 

Myers,  D.  J.  D.  (consul,  FunU  Arenas),  iron 

ore,  magnetite,  deposits,  Gordon  Island.  457 
m^uln«a,  trade  papers,  etc,  American, 

wanted   131 

Needham,  J.  H.  (secretary  to  commercial  at- 
tach Paris),  bronte  powder  and  powder 

of  aluminum,  manufacture,  France   835 

Needles,  pins,  hooks,  and  eyes:  Needles, 

American,  opportunttiea.  Central  America.  203 
Netho-iands,  agriculture,  products,  statis- 
tics.  30 

diamber  of  commerce,  Rotterdam,  re- 
port, 1914   1270 

chicory,  prices   98 

coal,  prices,  and  trKle   278 

coffee,  trade.  AmstMdam   17 

crops,  condition   372 

amburgo  list,  additions   577 

dianges   9U 

fish  amf  fisheries,  Industry,  trawlers, 

Ymuiden   100 

tnwllng,  steam,  industry,  Ymuldwi.  141 

loodstulb,  exports,  restriction   00 

&ult,  crops   81 

harbors  and  docks,  dry  docks,  autMnatie, 

Rotterdam   173 

Improvements,  Rotterdam   1066 

hotels  and  summer  resort,  effect  of  war. .  854 

industries,  notes   147 

labor  and  wages,  unempfoyment   17S 

national  wealth,  increased   879 

peat,  industry   711 
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HstinrUnds,  rubber,  production.  Increased. .  927 

saltpeter,  Chile,  prices,  wholesale   1236 

ship,  Potsdam,  hl^  pnee  paid   K7 

ahipbuildln;:,  activity   181 

shipyards,  activity   H7 

■ooa,  demand   iiss 

for  glass  factories  Amerlean,  danuuid.  873 

taxes,  new,  proposed   M3 

tobacco,  Imports   881 

tobacco  and  products,  importa   700 

prices,  Amsterdam   S33 

trade  extension,  mathods,  Amerkan  ex- 
ports  38S 

trade  notes  212,675 

trade  review    Amsterdam  expiMts  to 

United  states,  three  months.   <U 

Imports  American   38S 

Ncwoomb,  R.  M.  (vice  consul,  Victoria),  coo- 

stnictlon  work,  Vancouver  Island   *  499 

labor  conditions   146 

oysters,  industry  and  research,  British 

Columbia   884 

^p!i  and  shipping,  lines,  Japan,  British 

tolumbia   497 

Newfoundland,  cod  catch   1126 

stiips.  shortatn.  In  sealing  fleet   1081 

Mew  Zealand,  ^>ple3,  exports  to  South 

Amerita.   U8S 

oheate,  demand  for   losft 

dothing,  ready-made   SO 

eonsuiar  work,  and  trade  opportunities, 

results   1068 

dralninK  swamp  Uinds   731 

exposition,  British  goods   684 

fiax  grub  or  wonn,  operationa   833 

fruit,  crops,  stone,  ooodltlons   83S 

karul-gum.produotlonand  tilde,  Qovem* 

meDtcontrul   801 

labor  and  wages,  deparUnent  of  labor, 

result-)  •.   29 

loQn.s,  aovemment,I6r  public  works   1251 

ma(^lDKi  and  machinery,  laboi^aTlng, 

demand   I03S 

meets,  production  ■  349 

o\-sters.  catch  and  industry   8$7 

papulation,  estimated   1107 

po^taiff  rateR,  increased,  efTert  of  war   849 

ralhva V  coach ,  electric  motor,  Q  oremmeot 

purchase   838 

ruln'ays  and  roads,  QovemmMtt  appro- 
Illations    8SS 

revenues  and  expenditures,  Qovanunani.  1067 

roof  garden,  construction   887 

■hips  and  shipping,  cargoes,  Amerloan, 

lost  at  sea   13SS 

Itkcilitles,  Improved   737 

rates,  freight,  handicap  to  Amarleui 

trade   897 

taxes,  income,  pavers   918 

telephones  and  tel^raphy,  development, 

Oovemment   816 

trade  and  financial  condltlinis.   771 

trade  conditions   990 

trade  exten.siou,  maUnds,  TapeiuM^  wldi  1367 

trade  notes   817 

trade  review,  exports  and  Imports,  6  mo.  384 

Imports   23 

wlieat,  crop,  statistics   908 

wool,  industry  and  trade   1059 

sales   1080 

sales  and  prices,  statistics.   1234 

tnoaragua,  oofTee,  exports   135 

moratorium  law  extension   60 

Hlgerla,  waterworks,  new,  Logos   3S0 

Niirtoo,  T.  H.  (commercial  axent),  potash, 
production  from  seaweed,  propoaad. 

United  states   781 

•odium  and  sodium  peroxide,  production, 

United  Stales   1114 

Norway,  bill,  organising  Department  of  Com- 

mffce   1124 

coal,  prices  and  trade   556 

oommLssioner,  visit  to  United  Sutes   529 

dairy  products,  and  Industry   1051 

dry  docks  and  shipyards,  construction.. .  1079 
embargo,  on  saraines,  oQ,  and  oemut, 

rubber   118S 

Iron  ore,  exports,  dlfnoultlw,  Norvik   316 


Norwav,  ^loos,  omnmodttlM,  eOeot  of  w, 

Stavatwer   » 

■hips,  sale  to  foratgBtrSipnbfbf tad..   9M 

ahips  and  shipping,  agreameot,  Smdaa- 

Norway   0 

ahoepoUai,  American,  ponder,  8t»'nii|w  M9 

tomato  sauce,  a  mai-lm^  awwf  «j ,  .  th 

trade   ill 

trade  exteoslon,  methoda,  Ajneriean, 

faulty.. Trrr!;...T!77!?!?.   ion 

trade  notes   130 

trade  review  results,  Amerldui   898 

Novelties,  snap  fasteners,  Spain   177 

toys,  AmericaD,  trade,  Scotland   It 

export,  Japan   SM 

.   Japaiwe,  demand,  Canada.   961 

production  and  trade,  Japan   881 

trade.SpaIn....   427 

Nuts,  almonds,  Jmdan  and  ValcndB,  oop, 

Spahi   197 

copra,  crushing,  company,  En^and, 

Liverpool   308 

drying, Improvements,  Philippines..  777 

industry.  Far  Kast   346 

croiM,  Germany,  Hlrscbherg   Ill 

oil,  new,  discovered,  Philippine.   1214 

palm  Icemols,  tiada,  biffHiid,  BrMol, 

with  British  West  AMctt   8a 

OdeU,  R.  H.  (oommareial  annt),  textiles, 
American,  demand,  Slrara  SactlMnanta, 

Singapore   1688 

Oils  and  greases,  ganolioe,  trade,  prioas,  and 

imports,  Canada,  Ontario   M 

oH,  beans,  exports,  Japan   98S 

coconut,  trade,  Far  East   M 

oompoules,  operations,  Brazil   4> 

cottonseed,  American,  needed,  Libya, 

TripoU   m 

color  t«sts.  United  States   3S6 

decree,  important,  Uexko   KM 

deposits,  Canada,  British  ColumblB..  S9 

development  and  trade,  Mexico   891 

drOUng,  Australia.   117 

lii4>orts,  Slam   007 

statistics,  0 mo.  Endand,  Hull...  679 

Industry,  Canada,  British  ColumMa.  867 
Industry  and  exports  to  United  States, 

Uexico   im 

kokui,  American  tests,  Hawaii   187 

lubrlcattaig,  imports,  statlitio.  13  mo. 

Slam....^...   S09 

trade.  Bermnda   716 

olive,  for  lighting,  Turkey   M 

manubcture,  Palastma   M 

prices,  Sjtla   6a 

production,  Spain   ON 

palm  kernel,  industry,  Africa   M 

peanut,  jvoductlon,  United  States...  IS9 

producifon,  Argentina   9 

British  North  Borneo,  Sarawak..  741 

refliiery,  construction,  Curacao   73) 

Curacao.......  .  .....  ..  116 

petroleum,  d^wsite,  Colombia.   (S7 

papuairrr.   m 

experiments,  for  locomotives,  Chile..  lOf 

production,  Roumanla   9M 

production  and  trade,  Uexko   XM 

petroleum  wells,  discoveries,  Arnnttna..  W 

OH  seeds,  cotloiLseea,  exports,  Lgypt   489 

crops,  forecast,  India   4B 

imports,  England,  Hull   187 

BtatfsUcs,  0  mo.  England,  HuU   638 

palm  nuts,  industry  and  trade,  Africa...  10 

sesame,  crop,  and  uses,  India   4M 

sfttame  and  peanut,  and  saed-eniihlae.  In- 
dustry. India.   1019 

soya-bean,  industry,  Uanchuria,  DahreD.  UL 

US 

Optical  goods.  Instruments,  trade,  Uoatse 

necessary,  England   IIS 

Osborne,  J.  B.  (consul,  Hsvra),  coflee,  In 

bonded  warehouses  4 . . .  lOB 

cotton,  trade  and  Imports   977 

milk  and  butter,  priOM,  Nonuaady   4U 

ships,  new,  freight   MK 

shqM  and  shlpirfne,  tonnage,  NovamlNr.  IM 

Unmaga,  dues,  ndiectlotu   M 
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Packiof;  and  mArkbiK,  Anwrlcan,  satisfac- 
tory, Spafn.AndaliisIa   68fi 

cott<ni  waddfmr,  demand,  Canary  Islands.  1195 

marktnf!,  restrtcttons,  ( hfna   438 

packtotr,  American,  satisfoctory,  United 

States   961 

taolty,  American,  Australia   539 

Chile   647,700 

China   747 

Costa  Rico   1032 

Itali-,  Palermo   486 

Pftlnts  and  varnishes,  enamels,  colored,  for 

stoves,  exrerlments.  United  States   S5S 

Imports,  Costa  Blca   1115 

Imports  and  opportunities,  American, 

Cuba   687 

karul  foim,  production  and  trade.  Gov- 
ernment control,  New  Zealand   861 

paste  paiots,  packing?,  faulty,  American, 

Costa  Rica   1032 

trade  and  prices,  Spain,  Andalusia   633 

Panama  Canal,  announcement   193 

dmrs,  factorj-   534 

consular  work,  results   869 

envdopes,  Manila,  investtratlon   13 

ftelpht,  transfer  across  Isthmus   306 

ftefeht  rates,  railvra' s,  across  IsUimus. . .  547 

via  Panama  Bailvay   466 

Sporting  poods,  American,  demand   604 

Papa  and  paper  goods,  Amttioan,  demand, 

Australia   799 

baps,comrete  with  Jute,  ChiU   525 

cards,  picture  post,  trade,  Portugal   537 

contracts,  industrj,  Australia   107 

filter   pnrer,   nunulacture,  proposed. 

United  Stales   773 

grass,  lacaton,  for  mamiTacture,  United 

States  '  :   437 

Industry,  oondftkms^Bussfa.   794 

world   796 

mill,  construotloD,  Sweden   388 

newsprint  and  pulp,  exports,  August, 

Ca£ad»  .....!....^..... 1087 

paper,  tests,  November,  United  States..  1181 
paper  poods,  Amerlcui,  demand,  China, 

Hongkong   727 

tndvstrv,  plant  problems.  Govern- 
ment aid,  Uniled  States   1144 

paper-mai-inf;  materials, prices,  Increased, 

atatlstlcE.Ppain   888 

pafer  nulp.  Imports,  statistics,  Russia. .  794 

paperstDcV,  prices.  Increased,  Jai  an   607 

pi^^andpaperpulp,  manufacture,  Indo- 

pht'  tog  cards,  production  and  exports, 

Jai  an   863 

pnsslioard,  atllliatiofn,  Kiwland,  I  iver- 

pool.....   903 

wall  parer,  trade,  Chile     Sei 

waxed,  Industry,  Netherlands   212 

Par^ua\,  automoVlles,  truck,  American, 

demonstration   630 

ca^  Ital  and  investments,  oprortiinitiee. .  169 

consular  vor'i,  results  and  siigi.'e^tioos. .  1244 

h8rdwareandcutlery,Amerl<-nn,  demand  842 

motorvehicles  e\em|  t  fromlm)  orl  duty  1IS9 

professions  and  trades,  opportunities   109 

shoe  nolish,  demand   123 

tannin  woods   236 

tradecondllions..   579 

trade  evten^lon,  representative,  p*™^ 

nent,  necessarv   1050 

trade-marVs,  re''l-4tration   327 

trade  review,  conditions   425 

e^rcrts  and  Imports,  statistics,  6 

months    1077 

Passports,  reKiilatltins  new.  United  Plntes..  1090 
Patents  and  trade-mark^,  trade- tnarl-  s,  Amer- 
ican, re'.-lstrafion,  (  hina   701 

protection    apalnat  infrfa^onent, 

rhtna   438 

reslstratlon,  I'arapiay   327 

urped,  China   875 

Patton,  K.  S.  fronsul,  1  a  TToohelle),  flsli  end 

fisheries,  travIor<.  steam,  needed   27 

hardware  and  cutler;-,  Anerlcan,  de- 
mand  702 
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Pavinf!  and  paving  materials,  wood  blocks. 

United  Kinpdom   UO 

Peck,  W.  R.  (consul,  Tslufrtau ),  cotton,  raw 

andyam,  trade  and  prices   745 

electrical  apparatus   SOB 

foodstuffs,  oannlnr,comrany,  or^nJied.  70S 

lights  and  tlghtin?.  electric  plants   GOB 

trade  rev  lew,  6  months   243 

wheat,  exports  to  Jar  an   724 

Panfleld,  F.  C.  (American  Ambassador, 

Vienna),  leglslatkm,  beer  production..  401 
ships,  Oovenunant  parmlts  for  sale  of, 

Austria   114 

Pensions,  annuities,  old-ape,  Government, 

Canada   374 

Perkins  N.  F.  (vice  consul,  Shan^'hal),  trade 

opportunities,  results  ,.  AST 

Persia,  arboriculture,  conditions   778 

gum.  tra'-aoanth,  industry,  and  exports 

statistics   10S4 

tradeex  tension, opportunities,  American.  61 , 

Peru,l>an''aand)>an'-[n?,colIections,dsla>od.  S35 

bud''ets,  estimates   70S 

levvlnp  law,  on  exports   680 

loan,  internal,  profosed   149 

publications,  railway  s   178 

revenues,  customs,  colloction   919 

SDpar,  industrv,  conditions   777 

taxes,  e'^port   IW 

trade  review,  exports  and  Impmts,  statis- 
tics, 1914   1060 

Petroleum.  See  Oils  and  ereasoB. 
Philippines,  banks  and  banking,  Insular, 

proposed   301 

cattle,  (  hinM«   201 

cement,  nlant,  operatlim   S4 

cofTee,  nlirht-proof   25 

concession,  forest  land   U5S 

copra,  dr>  fni,  improvements   777 

firearms  and  ammunition,  trade   SOS 

hemp,  abara,  production,  estimate   1088 

crop,  damare,  t'  phoon   897 

•  Government  Uispeetlon   261,705,1009 

gradinir,  establishment   145 

Jewelrv,  trade   418 

machines  and  machinery,  sugar   149 

meatsandmeal  product'!,  beef,  supply. 30 

newspaper,  printed  for  the  Moroe   37 

nut.oil.new.diacovered   12M 

roads,  construction   U 

ships  and  shipping,  line,  ttans-FacIfic, 

new, benefit  to   627 

air  ,  production   38 

sugar-mill,  contract,  notawarded   808 

awarded   1208 

sugar-mill  and  pier,  construction   S84 

wBlerwor!  s.new   442 

Photography  and  supplies,  American,  de- 
mand. Greece   568 

demand,  Portugal   473 

Pic!  erell,  G.  ".  (consul,  Para),  exposition, 

oericultural   600 

rubber,  exports,  ataUstlcs,  Amazon  Val- 

!ev.  '   501 

Pipes  and  pirlng,  dmlntfle,  cameBt,  test!, 

T'nitpd  states   888 

lraports,Ktnli-tirfl,  Far  Fart   364 

Plumbing  and  supplies,  bath-room  flxlijres, 

China. "  ong  onK   728 

Polishing  and  grind ing  materials,  corundiim, 
proflnctiou,  derrea-sed,  I  nited  states 

and  Canada   661 

oiistonep  and  sc>  thes tones,  production, 

I'nited  t^tates   662 

pebble    niiini  [aclure,    industry,  new, 

I'nited  Slates.  Nevada   780 

Pontius,  A.  W  'constil,  FofK-hoiv),  trade  re- 
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